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General  Review  of  tKe  Markets. 


Probably  the  week  drawing  to  a  close  will  be  placed  on  record 
in  the  annals  of  the  coal  trade  for  1905  as  the  (luietcst  one  of  the  year. 
In  inid-sumnier,  wlien  consumption  of  coal  is  reduced  to  actual  in¬ 
dustrial  and  transportation  purposes,  and  when  household  use  has 
lieen  reduced  to  the  very  lowest  point,  there  is  not  much  expectation 
of  a  large  volume  of  Imsiness.  In  the  present  instance,  however,  tlie 
recurrence  of  the  national  holiday  had  considerable  to  do  with  making 
the  situation  as  to  buying  dull  and  stagnant.  Many  of  the  eastern 
coal  companies  did  not  open  their  offices  on  Monday,  and  were  prac¬ 
tically  closed  from  Saturday  noon  till  Wednesday  morning,  so  that 
it  was  not  expected  that  any  business  would  develop  with  them.  Both 
western  and  eastern  companies  that  attempted  to  do  business  on 
Monday  found  that  they  might  just  as  welt  have  closed  up  shop. 
The  public  at  large  was  too  busy  with  its  preparations  for  the  holiday 
season  to  give  any  attention  to  the  coal  business,  and  as  a  conse¬ 
quence  few  orders  were  received.  Since  Tuesday  business  has  been 
very  quiet.  Many  who  celebrated  the  national  holiday  have  not  re¬ 
turned  from  vacation  trips  to  the  country,  while  those  who  are  back 
at  business,  in  all  lines,  report  that  the  week  has  been  an  unusually 
dull  one. 

In  the  coal  industry  it  is  to  be  expqpted  that  the  entire  month 
of  July  will  be  lacking  in  business  activity.  As  was  stated  in  the 
opening  paragraph,  the  demand  is  at  the  minimum  point  and  all 
the  large  consumers,  particularly  in  the  bituminous  trade,  have 
covered  their  future  requirements  by  contract,  so  that  the  spot  buying 
is  confined  to  small  lots  to  meet  urgent  immediate  requirements  or 
to  cover  some  contingency  which  has  arisen  but  which  was  not  an¬ 
ticipated. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  revival  of  business  activity  will 
occur  before  the  middle  of  August.  Then  the  consuming  trade,  such 
as  householders  and  those  who  require  their  principal  tonnage  for  the 
cold  weather  will  begin  to  anticipate  their  future  needs  by  ordering 
in  coal.  As  not  much  fuel  has  been  stocked,  outside  of  anthracite  in 
the  eastern  states,  it  looks  as  if  the  fall  and  winter  business  would 
be  accompanied  by  considerable  activity  as  soon  as  it  has  opened 
and  that  it  will  more  than  compensate  for  the  present  dullness. 

The  anthracite  trade  in  all  parts  of  the  country  is  on  a  quiet 
basis,  and  business  from  this  time  forward  till  the  consuming  season 
commences  will  probably  be  steady,  but  can  be  easily  taken  care  of  by 
the  producing  companies  with  the  facilities  which  they  have  at  hand. 
In  the  eastern  states  where  an  immense  tonnage  of  anthracite  was 
handled  from  April  first  to  July  first,  there  has  been  a  sudden  reac¬ 
tion  and  business  is  now  designated  as  dull.  This  is  evident  from  the 
fact  that  latterly  there  has  been  an  increase  in  lake  shipments  out  of 
Buffalo.  If  this  coal  was  urgently  needed  in  the  east  it  would  be 
moved  to  that  point  instead  of  to  the  west,  as  the  western  demand 
is  stagnant  and  not  calling  for  anywhere  near  the  volume  of  anthra¬ 
cite  that  can  be  supplied.  At  tide-water  nearly  all  of  the  coal  which 
has  been  forwarded  recently  has  been  absorbed  readily,  so  that  there 
Z.  is  no  complaint  of  a  lack  of  orders  on  the  part  of  the  shipping  compa- 
a  nies,  but  tliere  is'' not  the  same  rush  to  place  orders  there  was  thirty 
r.  days  ago.  In  the  eastern  line  trade  there  is  still  a  remnant  of  the 

^  June  activity.  This  applies  particularly  to  such  buyers  as  were  un¬ 
able  to  secure  coal  for  delivery  last  month. 

Many  Collieries  Are  Closed  Down. 

U.- 

c  Anticipating  this  period  of  quietness  many  of  the  collieries  were 

closed  down  the  entire  week  to  give  the  miners  an  opportunity  to  take 
a  brief  vacation  and  celebrate  tlie  Fourtli  of  Jul'^.  Three  of  the  lead- 
ing  producing  companies  were  among  those  which  suspended  opera- 
'  tions,  while  practically  every  colliery  of  importance  in  the  region 
was  closed  the  first  three  days  of  the  week.  As  a  consequence  of  those 
conditions  the  production  this  week  will  be  Comparatively  light. 
During  the  entire  month  there  is  a  likelihood  that  production  will 
he  more  or  less  restricted.  The  mines  have  worked  continuously  for 
the  past  eight  or  ten  months,  so  that  much  repair  work  is  necessary  to 
put  them  in  shape  for  the  run  the  remainder  of  the  year.  Some  of  the 


collieries  which  suspended  on  July  first  will  continue  closed  until  the 
fifteenth  to  twentieth  of  July  in  order  that  these  repairs  and  altera¬ 
tions  may  be  accom])lisluHl.  With  these  restrictions  on  })roduction 
there  seems  to  be  no  doubt  but  what  practically  all  the  coal  produced 
the  present  month  will  be  absorbed  quite  readily,  and  without  mucb 
I)ressure  on  the  part  of  the  selling  companies. 

In  the  western  anthracite  trade  there  has  been  practically  no 
business  at  wholesale  during  the  week.  The  interruption  to  business 
on  Tuesday  prevented  forwarding  of  orders  the  early  part  of  the 
week  and  since  that  time  there  has  not  been  much  inclination  to  take 
in  coal.  With  a  discount  of  only  twenty  cents  from  the  winter  cir¬ 
cular,  there  is  not  the  same  incentive  to  make  purchases  on  the  part 
of  the  retailers  there  was  a  couple  of  months  ago. 

All  llitumlnouB  Markets  Are  (^ulet. 

Total  lake  movement  of  anthracite  for  the  month  of  June  to 
western  dock  points  was  approximately  350,000  tons  of  coal.  At  this 
rate  the  west  will  not  be  supplied  with  the  usual  tonnage  which  it 
requires.  There  seems  to  be  little  doubt,  however,  but  that  enough 
coal  will  be  forwarded  the  remaining  months  of  navigation  to  make  up 
the  deficiency.  As  soon  as  there  is  a  general  resumption  in  the 
region  it  is  believed  that  lake  and  rail  movement  to  western  dock 
points  will  begin  to  show  a  decided  increase.  During  the  latter  part 
of  June,  the  movement  was  some  heavier  than  it  was  at  any  time 
during  the  season,  so  that  the  appai’ent  inclination  of  the  shipping 
companies  now  seems  to  be  to  fill  the  west  up  with  coal,  particularly 
at  points  where  there  is  storage  room.  As  a  result  of  the  stagnancy 
in  the  western  demand  there  are  quite  a  number  of  irregularities, 
such  as  long  time  credits  on  the  part  of  sales  agents,  and  cutting  of 
circular  prices  by  jobbers  engaged  in  handling  private  coal. 

In  the  bituminous  trade,  the  present  week  is  likely  to  result 
in  closing  up  the  labor  controversy  in  Illinois,  and  it  is  exj)ected 
that  the  mines  will  begin  operations  oji  IVlonday  and  be  operating  on 
full  time  the  latter  part  of  next  week.  It  is  understood  that  the 
arbitration  commission  has  decided  the  shot  firers’  controversy,  and 
that  the  decision  is  in  the  hands  of  the  operators  and  miners,  to  be 
generally  known  as  soon  as  the  joint  wage  scale  shall  be  signed  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  wages  and  conditions  of  work  in  Illinois  for  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  shot  fircrs. 

The  western  markets  on  bituminous  coals  show  little  change 
from  last  week.  The  Illinois  suspension  was  anticipated  to  such  an 
extent  that  it  has  been  scarcely  a  factor  of  importance.  j\lost  of 
the  large  consumers  of  Illinois  coal  laid  in  a  sup])Iy  which  will  not  be 
exhausted  before  resumption  occurs.  This  policy  has  kept  a  number 
of  buyers  out  of  the  market,  who  otherwise  would  be  absorbing  some 
coal. 

In  the  other  western  markets  there  are  no  features  of  great  im¬ 
portance.  Prices  in  retail  yards  and  on  single  car  lots  of  Illinois  coal 
at  St.  Louis,  hold  to  about  the  same  basis  as  a  week  ago.  Dealers 
there  report  that  business  is  qriiet  and  they  have  sufficient  stock  on 
hand  to  meet  all  requirements.  At  Cincinnati,  the  smokeless  and 
splint  markets  rule  steady,  with  a  fair  volume  of  business  reported. 
Country  inquiries  are  increasing  and  the  outlook  is  for  a  large  volume 
of  business.  In,  the  Pittsburg  field,  tbe  week  has  been  a  (piiet  one  and 
there  has  been  considerable  complaint  to  the  elfect  that  orders  com¬ 
ing  forward  were  extremely  light. 

The  status  of  hituminous  coals  in  the  eastern  tidewater  markets 
remains  the  same  as  a  week  ago,  without  fiuctuations,  either  in  i)rices 
or  in  demand.  Complaint  is  made  in  some  quarters  that  freight  rates 
coastwise  are  low,  and  that  this  is  a  serious  feature  of  the  situation 
to  the  coal  carrying  craft.  On  the  other  hand  it  is  re])orted  that  tliere 
low  rates  are  inducing  some  business  in  high  grade  smokelc.^s  coals 
which  can  be  moved  at  this  time  more  cvonomically  than  later  in 
the  season.  Buffalo  reports  a  slight  increased  demand  for  l)itumi- 
nous  coal  for  Dominion  shipment,  which  shows  a  tcmk-ncy  to  increase 
in  volume,  fi’lie  coke  trade  of  the  country  is  stagnant  and  prices  are 
weak. 
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Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  West 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Chicago,  III.,  July  7. 

The  national  holiday  this  week  and  the  sus¬ 
pension  of  production  in  the  entire  state  of  Illi¬ 
nois  have  caused  quiet  business  conditions  in 
the  western  coal  trade,  these  being  the  principal 
features  of  importance,  lii  addition,  the  mid¬ 
summer  quietness  as  to  the  demand  for  anthra¬ 
cite  and  other  products  seems  to  be  more  or  less 
pronounced,  although  in  all  probability  the  na¬ 
tional  holiday  on  Tuesday  prevented  some  orders 
from  being  received  from  buyers,  which  would 
have  come  in  if  it  had  not  been  for  that  inter¬ 
ruption.  Irregularities  in  the  anthracite  trade 
in  the  west  seem  to  be  increasing  on  the  part  of 
those  endeavoring  to  force  business  when  the 
buying  public  is  not  inclined  to  take  in  this 
product.  The  jobbers  handling  private  coal,  also 
seem  to  be  more  aggressive,  which  is  accounted 
for  from  the  fact  that  they  do  not  have  disposi¬ 
tion  for  the  product  coming  forward  and  must 
secure  a  place  for  it  before  car  service  accrues 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  wipe  out  the  nominal 
profit  which  they  ordinarily  make  on  this  coal. 

The  most  important  feature  concerns  the  labor 
situation  in  Illinois.  It  seems  to  be  the  general 
impression  among  the  leading  operators  of  the 
state  that  resumption  will  occur  on  Monday  or 
at  some  time  during  the  coming  week.  The  arbi¬ 
tration  commission  with  Judge  Gray,  of  Dela¬ 
ware,  as  the  fifth  man,  began  its  sittings  at 
Wilmington,  Delaware,  on  Monday,  and  it  is 
understood  that  a  decision  will  be  rendered  as 
early  as  possible — in  all  probability  during  the 
present  week.  As  both  sides  will  be  bound  by 
this  decision,  it  is  expected  that  resumption  of 
mining  operations  will  occur  within  a  few  days 
after  the  news  is  received.  The  common  impres¬ 
sion  seems  to  be  that  Monday  will  be  the  earliest 
date  at  which  work  will  be  commenced,  and  as 
late  as  July  twentieth  has-been  named  as  the 
latest  date  on  which  the  mines  are  likely  to  re¬ 
main  closed,  which  does  not  indicate  that  the 
suspension  will  be  for  a  very  long  period.^  It 
may  be  mentioned  in  this  connection  that  a  joint 
conference  of  the  executive  boards  of  the  Illinois 
Coal  Operators’  Association  and  the  Illinois  local 
of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  vvas 
convened  on  Thursday  at  Springfield  to  decide 
on  the  joint  wage  scale  for  the  inspectors  and 
shot-firers  under  the  operation  of  the  new  law. 
It  is  expected  that  a  joint  wage  scale  _  will  be 
agreed  upon  after  the  usual  preliminaries  have 
been  considered  and  that  this  wage  scale  will  be 
in  definite  shape  so  that  shot-firers  can  begin 
their  duties  with  resumption.  In  the  mines  where 
shot-firers  are  not  required,  following  the  decis¬ 
ion  of  the  arbitration  commission,  work  doubt¬ 
less  can  be  resumed  at  the  option  of  the  owners 
and  the  miners. 

No  Illinois  Coal  In  Chicago  Market. 

In  connection  with  the  suspension,  the  mar¬ 
ket  on  Illinois  coals  has  been  placed  in  better 
shape  than  for  some  time.  There  is  practically 
none  of  the  Illinois  product  obtainable,  outside  of 
a  few  scattering  cars,  in  the  Chicago  market, 
while  in  St.  Louis,  one  leading  railroad  has  been 
obliged  to  confiscate  coal  on  track  to  supply  its 
locomotives,  the  confiscation  having  occurred 
Monday  of  this  week.  This  is  a  fairly  good  indi¬ 
cation  that  the  surplus  product  from  these  mines 
has  either  gone  into  storage  or  into  consumption, 
and  that  when  production  again  commences  there 
will  be  a  clean  slate  so  far  as  the  leading  markets 
are  concerned. 

This  doubtless  will  have  a  beneficial  effect  on 
the  future,  particularly  if  the  suspension  should 
continue  for  a  longer  period  than  the  producers 
anticipate  it  will  at  present.  It  would  have  a 
tendency  to  bolster  up  the  price  of  all  bituminous 
coals,  which  has  not  yet  occurred,  the  Indiana 
product  being  the  only  one  that  has  felt  the  effect 
of  the  suspension  up  to  the  present  time.  Some 
coal  remains  in  cars  at  the  Illinois  mines,  but 
has  not  been  hauled  out.  This  is  being  held  as 
a  reserve  stock  with  a  view  to  supplying  any 
contract  buyers  who  may  happen  to  run  short 
before  the  rriines  are  again  producing,  and  is  only 
confined  to  some  of  the  leading  companies.  Stor¬ 
age  stocks  as  a  whole,  however,  are  extremely 
light,  and  if  demands  were  urgent  would  not  go 


far  in  supplying  them.  No  coal  in  any  quantity 
is  offered  in  the  open  market  at  present  from  the 
Illinois  mines. 

WcMterii  Anthracite  Oeniuiid  Kxtreiiiely  Dull. 

In  the  western  anthracite  trade  extreme  dull¬ 
ness  is  reported  by  nearly  all  the  sales  agents 
in  Chicago  and  most  of  those  at  other  western 
distributing  points  are  complaining  because  of 
a  lack  of  orders.  In  the  northwest  some  of  the 
line  trade  will  take  in  the  last  of  its  coal  by  the 
latter  part  of  the  month,  but  these  orders  were 
placed  some  time  ago,  and  this  can  not  be  des¬ 
ignated  as  new  business.  Orders  from  dealers 
for  July  delivery  are  scattering  and  are  confined 
to  small  lots  to  meet  current  requirements  dur¬ 
ing  the  month.  The  aggregate  of  this  business 
is  much  less  than  a  year  ago. 

Owing  to  this  extreme  dullness  irregularities 
are  frequently  met  with  in  connection  with  the 
anthracite  trade.  Reports  are  received  from  some 
quarters  that  sales  agents  on  July  deliveries  are 
extending  the  limitations  of  credit  to  October, 
which,  of  course,  is  a  decided  irregularity  from 
the  usual  custom.  Jobbers  handling  individual 
coal,  in  order  to  move  their  product  and  pre¬ 
vent  car  service  charges  from  accruing  are  sell¬ 
ing  at  figures  ten  to  fifteen  cents  below  the  cir¬ 
cular  basis,  which  of  course  is  only  contributing 
to  the  general  dullness,  as  buyers  are  oftentimes 
led  by  such  tactics  to  believe  they  will  secure 
further  concessions  later  on. 

In  the  Chicago  trade,  the  retail  business  is  in 
a  somewhat  disorganized  condition.  Dealers  are 
using  efforts  to  force  out  coal  at  a  time  when 
buyers  are  not  in  the  market  and  are  offering  it 
in  some  instances  at  the  same  figures  as  they 
did  earlier  in  the  year.  As  householders  are 
away  on  vacations  and  the  volume  of  business 
among  consumers  is  always  restricted  at  this 
season  of  the  year,  these  methods  will  scarcely 
help  the  situation  to  any  extent.  It  is  .well  to 
anticipate  a  dull  period  in  July  in  both  the  whole¬ 
sale  car  lot  and  the  retail  trade,  and  the  interests 
of  all  the  various  factors  will  best  be  conserved 
by  Iwlding  to  those  figures  which  ought  to  be 
obtained  at  this  season  of  the  year. 

Collieries  are  Closed  This  Week. 

The  movement  of  anthracite  from  the  collier¬ 
ies  promises  to  be  light  the  present  week.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  reports  most  of  the  operations  are 
closed  down,  and  the  production  will  be  seriously 
curtailed  until  next  Monday,  when  all  the  col¬ 
lieries  excepting  those  needing  repairs  will  re¬ 
sume.  There  was  a  spurt  in  the  lake  movement 
toward  the  latter  part  of  June,  which  indicated 
that  the  eastern  demand  had  been  better  supplied 
and  the  companies  were  preparing  to  store  stocks 
on  western  docks.  This  will  be  temporarily  in¬ 
terrupted,  however,  by  the  closing  down  of  the 
mines,  but  will  cause  no  hardship  as  the  prin¬ 
cipal  western  shipping  agents  have  sufficient  coal 
to  supply  all  the  demand  in  the  present  state  of 
the  western  market. 

In  the  bituminous  trade,  the  suspension  in 
Illinois  seems  to  have  had  no  effect  on  the  vol¬ 
ume  of  business  or  on  prices  of  eastern  coals. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  reported  that  considera¬ 
ble  competition  is  developing  in  the  all-rail  Hock¬ 
ing  trade  in  Indiana,  Michigan  and  Chicago, 
which  has  resulted  in  a  lower  tendency  of  prices. 
Other  eastern  coals  remain  on  a  steady  basis 
at  about  the  same  prices  that  prevailed  a  week 
ago. 

West  Virginia  Coals  Itule  Steady. 

In  the  smokeless  list  there  is  considerable  com¬ 
plaint  at  the  dull  demand,  which  has  been  accen¬ 
tuated  to  a  more  or  less  extent  by  the  holiday 
which  intervened.  Notwithstanding  this  dullness, 
prices  seem  to  be  on  a  steady  basis  and  it  is  ex¬ 
tremely  difficult  to  learn  of  any  instances  where 
thev  have  been  cut  below  the  circular  basis  on  the 
standard  product.  Pocahontas  and  New  River 
run-of-mine  are  held  on  the  basis  of  $1.00@1.10 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.05@3.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Screened  lump  and  egg  is  quoted  at  $1.50@1.60 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.55@3.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
J.  R.  B.  screened  run-of-mine  is  held  on  the 
basis  of  $1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.05  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Tug  river  and  thin  vein  product  con¬ 


tinues  at  90@95c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.95@$3.00 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

In  the  splint  list  the  efforts  of  sales  agents  are 
being  largely  devoted  to  the  making  of  large 
contract^,  other  business  being  dull.  On  contract 
supplies,  there  is  keen  competition,  particularly 
where  a  large  tonnage  is  involved,  but  on  single 
car  lot  business  quotations  are  being  maintained 
on  the  basis  of  $1.25@1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for 
lump  coal  or  $3.15@3.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  This 
price  applies  to  Kanawha  product.  Winifrede 
coal  loaded  in  box  cars  is  held  on  the  basis  of 
$1.30@1.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.20@3.30  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago,  with  the  market  fairly  steady. 

The  range  of  prices  on  Fairmont  three-quarter 
coal  is  fairly  wide,  according  to  the  anxiety  of 
the  producers  to  dispose  of  their  tonnage.  Some 
of  the  smaller  producers,  in  order  that  they  may 
keep  their  mines  in  operation,  are  naming  low 
figures,  while  others  prefer  to  remain  idle  rather 
than  sacrifice  prices.  The  range  of  quotations  is 
75@95c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.65@2.85  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  There  was  one  large  railroad  contract 
offered  in  the  western  market  during  the  week 
on  this  product,  but  it  is  not  known  whether  it 
has  been  closed. 

In  the  Youghiogheny  list  there  is  little  change 
from  last  week.  Practically  no  surplus  coal  is 
coming  forward  to  the  Chicago  market  at  this 
time  and  the  price  is  fairly  well  held  on  the 
basis  of  $1.00@1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  for  three- 
quarter  coal  or  $2.90@3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Most 
of  the  present  movement  is  on  contracts. 

IIoeklii&  All-liall  Prices  Are  Cut. 

Producers  of  Hocking  coal  seem  to  be  more 
inclined  to  force  business  in  the  rail  markets  than 
they  have  been  for  some  time.  It  was  reported 
from  Indiana  and  Michigan  last  week  that  one 
large  company  was  making  a  price  of  $1.10  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  for  lump  coal,  in  order  to  secure  rail 
orders.  It  is  understood  that  this  price  now  prac¬ 
tically  applies  to  the  Chicago  market,  and  in  fact 
the  writer  saw  one  order  for  a  car  of  inch  and 
a  half  lump  sold  on  this  basis.  Other  interests 
are  asking  $1.13@1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  the  gen¬ 
eral  market  in  Chicago  being  on  the  basis  of 
$2.75@3.00  f.  o.  b.  this  city.  Doubtless  these 
low  prices  have  been  named  as  a  result  of  the 
demoralization  existing  in  the  leading  western 
domestic  coals  in  all-rail  territory.  As  they 
have  not  been  officially  announced,  it  is  assumed 
that  they  are  being  made  at  present  to  secure 
‘  large  business,  and  that  it  is  not  the  intention 
to  continue  them  for  any  long  period  of  time. 

The  only  western  coals  which  it  is  desirable 
to  quote  this  week  are  those  from  Indiana,  the 
Illinois  product  being  practically  out  of  the  mar¬ 
ket,  therefore  any  quotations  would  be  mislead¬ 
ing.  Sullivan  county  domestic  lump  and  egg 
seems  to  be  more  or  less  neglected  and  quota¬ 
tions  cover  a  wide  range  depending  upon  the 
urgency  with  which  the  selling  company  must 
dispose  of  its  product.  The  general  range  of 
prices  is  $1.25@1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  domes¬ 
tic  lump  and  egg  or  on  the  basis  of  $2.05@2.30 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Inch  and  a  quarter  lump  for 
steam  use  rules  on  the  basis  of  $1.10@1.25  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $1.90@2.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Run- 
of-mine  Sullivan  county  is  quoted  at  95c@$1.00 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.75@1.S0  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Inch  and  a  quarter  screenings  sold  during  the 
week  as  low  as  60c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  up  to  75c 
for  those  which  were  in  particular  request  or  on 
the  basis  of  $1.40@1.55  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Prices  on  Indiana  Coals  Higher. 

Linton  coal  holds  to  nearly  the  same  figures, 
the  minimum  prices  on  domestic  lump  being  five 
to  ten  cents  lower  per  ton,  while  some  run-of- 
mine  has  sold  at  five  cents  lower  per  ton.  Clin¬ 
ton  inch  and  a  quarter  lump  coal  is  offered  on  the 
basis  of  $1.00@1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.70@ 
l.SO  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Run-of-mine  is  held  at 
90c@$1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.60@1.70  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago,  while  screenings  rule  at  65@75c  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $1.35@1.45  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Brazil  block  is  more  or  less  steady  in  price  on- 
the  circular  basis,  with  movement  to  west  and 
northwest  for  threshing  purposes  just  commenc¬ 
ing.  The  prospects  indicate  a  fair  demand  for 
this  coal  during  the  next  thirty  to  sixty  days. 
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In  the  coke  trade  there  are  continued  reports 
of  a  dull  demand  for  the  leading  foundry  de¬ 
scriptions.  Apparently  consurners  are  not  ope¬ 
rating  on  anything  like  full  time,  and  on  con¬ 
tracts  are  taking  less  coke  than  was  expected. 
Buyers  of  spot  product  seem  to  be  taking  only 
a  small  proportion  of  the  tonnage  they  consumed 


last  month.  As  a  result  of  these  conditions 
prices  are  some  weaker  than  they  were  on  the 
Connellsville  product.  Seventy-two  hour  coke 
of  special  makes  held  in  high  favor  by  the  trade 
is  quoted  at  $2.40@2.50  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens  or 
$5.05@5.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  with  occasional  sales 
at  $5.25  on  the  f.  o.  b.  basis.  Common  grades 


have  been  quoted  as  low  as  $2.20@2.40  f.  o.  b. 
the  ovens  during  the  week  or  $4.80@5.05  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  West  Virginia  standard  foundry  cokes 
rule  on  about  the  same  basis.  Gas  house  coke  is 
reported  to  be  some  firmer  and  is  quoted  on  the 
basis  of  $3.50@3.C5  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  standard 
grades. 


Market  Conditions  and  Trade  Gossip  from  Cincinnati 


Cincinnati,  Ohio,  July  6. —  {Spectal  Cor¬ 
respondence.)— much  activity  has  been  no¬ 
ticed  in  any  part  of  the  trade  of  this  district 
this  week.  The  quietude  is  attributable,  how¬ 
ever,  to  the  breaking  up  of  the  week  by  the 
greatest  holiday  of  the  entire  year.  The  hourth 
of  July  comes  but  once  in  twelve  months,  and 
business  men  as  well  as  the  younger  generation 
like  to  lay  aside  ordinary  cares.  This  year  a 
larger  number  of  the  coal  men  than  usual  left 
the  city  for  a  short  outing,  and  at  this  writing 
have  not  returned  to  their  offices.  It  is  safe  to 
say,  however,  that  there  are  no  changes  of  any 
importance  in  this  market,  and  that  the  strength 
of  the  smokeless  coal  situation  continues  to  be 
the  feature.  The  conference  of  the  principal 
producers  of  Pocahontas  and  New  River  coals 
held  here  last  week  gives  rise  to  the  belief  that 
smokeless  coal  will  be  advanced  on  or  before 
August  first,  although  it  is  said  the  matter  of 
prices  was  not  discussed  at  the  _  meeting.  The 
general  condition  of  the  market  is  such  that  an 
advance  will  come  as  a  natural  result  of  exist¬ 
ing  demand. 

The  buying  of  splint  lump  coal  is  increasing. 
Country  dealers  are  beginning  to  lay  in  their 
coal  in  earnest,  and  while  prices  are  not  ad¬ 
vancing  to  any  great  extent,  the  producers  and 
jobbers  of  coal  are  glad  to  see  the  demand  im¬ 
proving.  Kanawha,  Thacker,  Luhrig,  Fairmont 
and  such  grades  of  good  splint  lump  are  still  quoted 
at  $1.25  a  ton  at  the  mines,  with  lump  over 
large  screens,  and  favorite  brands  of  domestic 
coal  quoted  as  high  as  $1.50  a  ton  at  the  mines. 

Nut  and  slack  ranges  widely  on  account  of 
its  varying  quality,  and  can  be  bought  at  all 
prices  from  forty-five  cents  to  seventy  cents  a 
ton.  Some  of  the  higher  priced  coal  is  not  as 
good  as  some  of  the  lower  priced,  however,  the 
prices  in'  some  instances  being  high  because  the 
producers  are  well  sold  up,  and  buyers  must 
know  intrinsic  qualities  to  purchase  advan¬ 
tageously  at  present.  Smokeless  nut  and  slack 
is  in  fair  demand  at  85@90  cents  a  ton,  and 
smokeless  run-of-mine  sells  readily  at  $1.00@ 
1.10.  Smokeless  lump  is  very  firm  at  $1.50  at 
the  mines.  This  is  the  grade  of  coal  that  may 
advance  during  the  next  few  weeks. 

River  Movement  Over  for  tlie  Present. 

The  river  has  again  fallen  below  a  shipping 
stage,  but  as  noted  from  time  to  time  in  this 
report,  the  river  producers  took  advantage  of 
the  excellent  boating  stage  as  long  as  it  lasted, 
and  marketed  large  quantities  of  their  product. 
It  is  doubtful,  however,  if  there  is  as  much  river 
coal  afloat  now  as  usual  at  the  beginning  of  the 
summer  low  water  period,  although  the  river 
people  have  “yarded”  more  coal  this  season  than 
for  many  years.  River  prices  are  firm  at  7@7l4 
cents  a  bushel  (about  $1.75@1.90  a  ton) 
afloat  in  barges,  and  river  nut  and  slack  ranges 
4K@5I4  cents  a  bushel  afloat.  To  put  this  coal 
on  track  so  that  it  can  be  compared  with  rail 
coal,  costs  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five  cents  and 
even  thirty  cents  a  ton  for  elevating  expenses. 

While  the  retail  business  of  the  city  is  quiet, 
principally  because  of  the  holiday,  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  winter  buying  has  been 
started  in  earnest,  and  that  the  trade  will  be 
fairly  good  all  through  the  hot  weather,  as  it 
v/as  last  year.  Prices  are  unchanged,  Pittsburg, 
Kanawha,  Thacker  and  Fairmont  sell  for  $3.25 
a  ton;  Luhrig,  $3.00;  Pocahontas  and  New  River, 
$3.50 ;  Pennsylvania  anthracite,  $7.25  a  ton  and 
gas  coke,  9@10  cents  a  bushel.  Nut  and  slack, 
$1.75@2.25  a  ton. 

There  is  nothing  new  in  coke.  A  number  of 
large  sales  have  been  made  to  run  through  the 
.  year,  but  on  a  sliding  scale  basis  at  a  present 
price  of  $1.75  for  furnace.  The  consuming  de¬ 
mand  is  exceedingly  light.  Foundry  coke  is 
worth  $2.25  a  ton  at  the  ovens. 


F.  L.  Garrison,  president  of  the  Kanawha  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  and  one  of  the  most  highly  re¬ 
spected.  as  well  as  one  of  the  best  informed, 
coal  operators  of  the  state  of  West  Virginia,  in 
speaking  of  the  recent  strike  of  coal  miners  on 
Cabin  creek,  said  to  some  friends  on  ’change 
the-  other  day :  “I  received  some  information 
today  that  I  regard  as  being  worth  to  me  all 
the  Cabin  Creek  strike  cost  me.  You  will  re¬ 
call  the  length  and  bitterness  of  that  strike.  It 
became  necessary  for  the  coal  companies  to  evict 
the  striking  miners  from  the  companies’  houses 
in  order  that  room  might  be  made  for  new 
miners.  Our  company  was  very  careful  to  give 
the  striking  miners  ample  notice  to  leave  our 
houses,  and  we  even  went  so  far  as  to  move 
the  strikers’  effects  without  charge,  and  to  give 
them  free  storage  room.  Some  other  companies 
were  not  so  careful,  and  they  threw  out  the 
household  effects  of  the  miners  with  little  regard 
as  to  whether  they  might  damage  them,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  miners  bringing  suit  against  one  of  the 
coal  companies  to  recover  damages  done  to  their 
furniture. 

“The  case  has  just  been  tried  in  Charleston, 
and  while  the  jury  disagreed  as  to  the  amount 
of  damages,  the  point  clearly  brought  out  in 
the  case  was  one  that  is  of  greatest  importance 
to  coal  companies  such  as  ours.  In  arguing  the 
case,  the  judge  ruled  that  in  evicting  the  miners 
it  was  not  a  case  of  ordinary  landlord  and  ten¬ 
ant,  but  was  rather  one  of  master  and  servant. 
When  a  servant  hires  with  a  master,  and  is  given 
lodging,  he  is  entitled  to  the  lodging  just  as 
long  as  he  perforins  the  service  for  which  he 
was  hired.  Just  so,  a  miner  who  rents  a  house 
from  a  coal  company  is  entitled  to  the  use  of 
that  housfe  only  as  long  as  he  is  an  employe  of 
that  company,  and  when  he  ceases  to  be  an  em¬ 
ploye,  he  has  no  longer  any  right  to  that  house.” 

The  ruling  is  a  new  one  in  the  coal  business, 
and  doubtless  will  be  found  of  great  interest  to 
operating  companies  everywhere. 

Mews  Notes  and  Personals. 

F.  H.  Benedict,  general  sales  agent  of  the 
Thacker  company,  is  on  the  sick  list. 

J.  C.  Wheeler,  sales  agent  of  the  New  River 
Coal  Sales  Co.,  spent  the  Fourth  at  Fayetteville, 
W.  Va.,  with  relatives. 

D.  T.  inland,  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
Laurel-Jellico  Coal  Co.,  one  of  the  prosperous 
young  companies  of  this  city,  is  reported  quite 
ill  with  an  attack  of  jaundice. 

Arthur  J.  MacBride,  assistant  western  sales 
agent  of  the  New  River  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  is  spending  a  week  in  Cincinnati. 

Without  exception,  all  the  Cincinnati  coal 
companies  shut  down  their  plants  at  noon  Tues¬ 
day,  in  order  that  their  employes  could  have 
a  half  day’s  outing  on  the  Fourth.  A  few  of 
the  companies  gave  their  men  a  whole^  holiday 
with  full  pay. 

C.  L.  Heck,  traveling  salesman  for  the  Susque¬ 
hanna  Coal  Co.,  one  of  the  large  anthracite  con¬ 
cerns,  was  here  Monday,  and  says  his  trade  is 
excellent.  While  speaking  principally  for  the 
anthracite  business,  Mr.  Heck  predicts  that  the 
coming  fall  and  winter  will  see  great  improve¬ 
ments  •  in  the  soft  coal  trade. 

Eugene  Zimmerman,  president  of  the  C.  H. 
&  D.  railroad,  returned  from  the  .east  early  in 
this  week  and  gave  out  the  authoritative  state¬ 
ment  that  the  new  bridge  across  the  Ohio  river 
will  be  built  at  Ironton,  Ohio,  as  has  been  an 
nounced.  An  appropriation  of  $1,500,000  has 
been  made  for  the  erection  of  the  bridge,  which 
will  connect  the  C.  H,  &  D.  and  its  branches  with 
the  C.  &  O.  at  Ironton,  and  thus  save  a  long 
haul  on  coal  from  the  C.  &  O.  north.  The 


bridge  will  also  serve  as  an  outlet  for  an  im¬ 
mense  new  coal  field  Mr.  Zimmerman  and  other 
officials  of  the  C.,  H.  &  D.  own  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  to  which  they  will  build  a  branch  at 
once. 

All  the  creditors  of  the  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Mining  Co.  have  signed  an  agreement  to  accept 
thirty  cents  on  the  dollar  for  their  claims,  and 
it  is  said  the  company  will  resume  business  at 
once  with  John  Brashears  as  president.  It  is 
currently  rumored  that  Collins  &  Hartweg  are 
furnishing  the  money  to  make  the  settlement  with 
the  creditors,  and  that  they  will  be  the  controll¬ 
ing  interest  in  the  reorganized  company. 

Pittsburg  Operations. 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,  July  Q>.— {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Within  the  past  week  the  bituminous  coal 
trade  in  this  section  was  struck  with  the  annual 
midsummer  dullness  and  it  is  perhaps  more 
noticeable  at  this  stage  than  at  any  correspond¬ 
ing  period  in  past  years.  Two  reasons  are 
ascribed  for  the  slackness  of  business,  while 
many  other  theories  are  advanced.  Shortage  of 
cars  and  keen  competition  with  Illinois  and  In¬ 
diana  operators  a,re  probably  the  most  conspicu¬ 
ous  reasons  for  the  dullness,  but  lack  of  orders 
is  no  doubt  the  principal  cause.  There  is  no 
denying  the  fact  that  local  bituminous  operators 
are  not  receiving  a  flood  of  orders,  although  in¬ 
quiries  are  reported  as  being  better  than  they 
were. 

For  the  past  two  weeks,  it  is  pointed  out, 
the  miners  in  this  field  have  not  worked  more 
than  three  days  a  week  on  the  average.  In¬ 
adequate  transportation  facilities  have  been  in¬ 
strumental  in  causing  the  £hut-down.  If  present 
conditions  continue  much  longer  the  lake  ship¬ 
ments  of  1905  will  fall  considerably  below  the 
record  established  the  previous  year.  There 
exists  the  keenest  competition  between  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Coal  Co.,  the  principal  shipper  from  this 
region,  and  western  operators  and  shippers.  It 
is  stated  that  it  will  become  necessary  when  the 
wage  contract  ends  for  the  Illinois  interests  to 
ask  the  miners  for  a  reduction  in  the  scale  in 
order  that  they  may  combat  the  Pittsburg  dis¬ 
trict  interests. 

Lake  Hates  Held  Up  Shipments. 

An  interesting  statement  was  made  bere  today 
regarding  the  lake  coal  situation.  A  new  story 
has  come  out  concerning  the  delay  in  shipments 
at  the  opening  of  traffic  across  the  lakes  in 
spring.  It  was  said  at  that  time  that  the  delay 
in  the  movement  of  coal  to  the  northwest  by 
the  Pittsburgh  company  was  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  docks  were  not  cleared.  Today  it  is  asserted 
that  the  real  cause  was  a  dispute  between  the 
local  concerns  and  lake  vessel  owners  regarding 
the  lake  rates  for  coal.  The  vessel  men,  including 
the  Pittsburg  Steamship  Co.,  a  subsidiary  con¬ 
cern  of  the  United  States  Steel  Corporation,  de¬ 
manded  forty  cents  a  ton,  and  the  Pittsburg 
companies  held  out  for  a  rate  of  thirty-five  cents 
a  ton.  The  matter  was  debated  for  several  weeks 
aiid  finally  resulted  in  the  Pittsburg  companies 
negotiating  with  independent  interests  at  the 
lower  rate.  It  is  said  that  there  are  more  inde¬ 
pendent  vessels  crossing  the  lakes  this  year  than 
ever. 

What  the  outcome  will  be  as  a  result  of  the 
coal  combine  practically  ignoring  the  steamship 
corporation  is  hard  to  foretell,  but  there  is 
much  speculation  among  local  traders.  The  coin- 
petition  for  business  along  the  upper  lakes  this 
season  appears  to  be  keener  than  for  many 
years  and  the  price  is- therefore  expected  to  rule 
lower. 

One  of  the  unusual  features  of  the  local  market 
is  the  numerous  inquiries  that  are  being  made  fiir 
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coal  for  next  year’s  delivery.  The  usual  custom 
of  coal  buyers  here  is  to  make  contracts  for  a 
six  months’  period. 

Coal  MoPKcr  In  West  Ih  CompletcU. 

On  Monday  plans  were  consummated  in  this 
city  for  the  combination  of  twenty-six  coal  com¬ 
panies  in  Indiana,  controlling  20,000  acres  of  coal 
land,  as  the  Vandalia  Coal  Co.,  with  $7,000,000 
capital.  'I'he  deal  was  arranged  by  H.  C.  McEl- 
downey,  president  of  the  Union  Trust  Co.,  which 
under  wrote  the  bond  issue  of  $;t,000,000,  and  At¬ 
torneys  Reed,  Smith,  Shaw  &  Beal.  W.  11.  Don- 
ncr,  former  president  of  the  Union  Steel  Co.,  will 
represent  the  Union  Trust  Co.  as  a  director.  A.  M. 
Ogle  and  John  McFayden,  of  Indianapolis,  who 
were  in  Pittsburg  representing  the  coal  opera¬ 
tors,  left  Monday  night  for  home.  'I'he  coal  com¬ 
panies  in  the  merger  own  .tO.OOO  acres  of  the  best 
Indiana  coal,  and  through  the  efforts  of  the  Pitts- 
burgers  a  contract  was  made  with  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  lines  for  the  leasing  of  2,000  acres  of  coal 
owned  by  that  system  on  the  Vandalia  rail¬ 
road.  All  the  coal  is  located  along  the  lines  of 
the  Pennsylvania. 

A.  M.  Ogle  was  elected  president  and  John  Mc¬ 
Fayden  vice-president.  Mr.  Bonner  is  the  only 
local  representative  on  the  board. 

The  new  combine  is  the  largest  coal  company 
consummated  in  the  west.  It  will  have  an  an¬ 
nual  output  of  3,000,000  tons  and  will  enjoy  a 
rate  into  Indianapolis  of  fifty  cents  per  ton  in 
comparison  with  $1.95  from  Pittsburg.  The  rate 
from  the  producing  field  to  Chicago  is  eighty 
cents.  It  is  not  believed  that  the  combine  will  in¬ 
terfere  much  with  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co. 

News  from  the  Connellsville  coke  region  shows 
very  little  change  in  the  status  there.  With  many 
pig  iron  furnaces  out  of  blast,  a  slump  in  the 
coke  industry  is  inevitable. 

V 

West  Virginia  Mining  Field. 

Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  July  6. —  {Special  Corres¬ 
pondence.) — The  lake  trade  from  the  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  mines  continues  to  be  unusually  light.  The 
movement  is  not  expected  to  get  any  better  this 
summer,  and  operators,  while  not  quite  pessimis¬ 
tic,  have  settled  down  to  taking  matters  as  they 
come.  From  the  Ashtabula  and  Cleveland  ports 
it  is  reported  the  boats  are  not  moving  much 
West  Virginia  coal  and  are  running  infrequently. 
'I'he  trouble  is  that  the  demand  is  light  and  at 
none  of  the  docks  on  the  upper  lakes  is  coal 
being  taken  fast.  The  port  of  Lorain  is  doing 
considerably  better,  and  the  Cleveland,  Lorain  & 
Wheeling  railroad  is  consequentlv  benefited.  The 
mines  along  this  road,  within  a  thirty-mile  radius 
of  Wheeling,  are  therefore  in  better  comparative 
circumstances  now  than  the  mines  along  the  main 
line  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  road,  as  in  the 
Fairmont  region. 

'I'he  Baltimore  &  Ohio’s  transfer  point  at 
Sandusky  is  less  a  scene  of  activity  than  Lorain. 
I'he  Cleveland,  Lorain  &  Wheeling  road  is  now 
practically  double  tracked  from  the  Ohio  river 
to  the  lakes  and  is  in  splendid  shape  to  cope 
with  the  lake  trade.  The  big  mines  in  its  terri¬ 
tory  are  doing  fairly  well. 

Prices  are  so  low  in  West  Virginia  that  ope¬ 
rators  do  not  care  to  quote  them.  It  is  largely 
a  question  of  what  they  can  get.  The  light  de¬ 
mand  is  the  factor  that  makes  prices  so  bad. 

Too  Many  Mines  In  West  Vlrgrlnla. 

'I'he  situation  is  tending  to  a  contest  among 
the  mines  that  will  lead  to  a  survival  of  the 
fittest.  'I'he  present  outlook  would  indicate  that 
there  are  twice  too  many  mines  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  until  half  of  them  go  out  of  business 
or  the  market  demands  twice  the  coal  required 
at  present,  no  change  in  conditions  is  looked  for. 
Leading  operators  say  the  dullness  is  general, 
from  Colorado  to  eastern  Pennsylvania  and  from 
Alabama  to  Michigan. 

Fqual  dissatisfaction  exists  among  the  mine 
workers.  In  some  cases  they  are  getting  work 
only  two  days  a  week,  and  in  others  to  a  less 
degree,  they  are  getting  only  one  day  in  a  pay. 
'I'hey  say  the  trouble  is  due  to  too  many  dig¬ 
gers.  District  President  Werker,  of  an  adjacent 
district  in  Ohio,  recently  made  this  statement. 
So  that  it  depemls  upon  the  point  of  view. 

A  silly  story  to  the  effect  that  the  relations  ex¬ 
isting  between  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad 


and  the  Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  by  which  the  Watson 
interests  lost  their  sphere  of  influence,  has  been 
exploded  by  authoritative  denial.  It  was  too 
silly  for  circulation  but  was  grasped  by  circles 
alwiiys  ready  to  embarrass  or  to  sec  embarrassed 
an  industry  or  enterprise  of  commanding  pro¬ 
portions. 

Senator  Klklnu  In  a  Law  Suit. 

Senator  Elkins,  who  some  time  ago  purchased 
the  Cheat  River  railroad,  in  Preston  county,  with 
the  intention  of  subsequently  connecting  it  with 
his  Morgantown  &  Kingwood  railroad,  has  been 
made  a  defendant  to  a  suit  by  former  owners  of 
the  railroad,  who  claim  the  senator  was  obligated 
to  purchase  also  a  large  body  of  coal  land,  con¬ 
nected  by  this  road  with  t'nc  Baltimore  &  Ohio. 
'I  he  senator  decl  ned  to  take  over  the  coal  land, 
and  the  suit  is  to  hold  him  to  performance  of 
an  alleged  contract  to  that  end.  The  case  is  still 
pending. 

'I'he  Bijou  Coal  Co.  has  sold  to  the  Ivory  Hill 
Coal  Co.,  the  latter  corporation  being  made  up 
mostly  of  Pennsylvania  capital,  tracts  of  coal 
land  in  Harrison  and  Barbour  counties,  lying 
along  a  proposed  new  railroad  from  Clarksburg 
to  the  'rygarts  Valley  river,  the  consideration 
running  close  to  half  a  million  dollars. 

Railroads  aggregating  180  miles  of  trackage, 
to  open  virgin  coal  land,  are  in  course  of  con¬ 
struction  in  West  Virginia  at  present. 

V 

Pacific  Coast  Trade. 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  July  3. —  {Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — Since  the  steamship  “Sonoma” 
sailed,  but  two  cargoes  of  colonial  coal  were  de¬ 
livered  here  from  Newcastle,  N.  S.  W.,  viz. : 
“County  of  Iverness,”  2,350  tons ;  “Annesley,” 
2,370  tons ;  total,  4,720  tons.  The  present  load¬ 
ing  list  of  coal  carriers  from  Newcastle,  New 
South  Wales,  is  not  being  increased.  It  at  pres¬ 
ent  numbers  twenty-two  vessels,  with  a  carrying 
capacity  of  about  63,000  tons.  Of  these  only 
four  vessels  are  now  en  route,  and  one  fully  due. 
There  are  labor  disturbances  reported  among  the 
collieries  in  the  colonies;  four  of  the  principal  col¬ 
lieries  are  closed  pro  tern,  awaiting  a  settlement 
with  the  colliery  proprietors.  The  local  agents 
here  seem  to  think  that  the  strike  will  be  of  short 
duration,  as  the  differences  between  the  owners 
and  the  working  men  are  not  of  a  serious  char¬ 
acter. 

No  material  change  of  values  has  been  made 
because  of  the  strike.  The  total  deliveries  of 
Australian  coal  this  month  foot  up  4,720  tons. 
Last  year  they  were  6,778  tons ;  so  far  this  month 
the  arrivals  from  British  Columbia  amount  to 
28,231  tons,  last  year  16,966  tons.  The  quantity 
of  coal  here  in  wholesalers’  hands  is  very  light. 
'Fhe  sales  for  domestic  uses  are  gradually  dimin¬ 
ishing.  Fuel  oil  is  freely  offered  at  current 
prices,  and  is  controlling  four-fifths  of  the  steam 
trade.  The  outlook  for  an  early  settlement  of  the 
labor  troubles  now  existing  in  British  Columbia 
is  encouraging. 

V 

The  Missouri  River  Trade. 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  July  d.— {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Retail  coal  prices  in  Kansas  City 
were  slashed  July  first  and  coal  is  now  selling 
lower  than  it  has  for  several  years.  Every  class 
of  coal  for  domestic  consumption  mined  by  west¬ 
ern  operators  is  selling  at  fifty  cents  a  ton  less 
than  the  regular  prices  a  year  ago.  Coal  prices 
were  reduced  a  year  ago  and  were  not  advanced 
last  winter.  The  summer  prices  prevailing  then 


and  now  are  as  follows : 

1905.  1904. 

Arkansas  anthracite,  lump  . $6.00  $6.50 

Arkansas  semi-anthracite,  lump  .  5.00  5.50 

Cherokee  lump  .  3.75  4.25 

Missouri  soft  coal,  lump .  3.50  4.00 


The  corresponding  lower  price  for  nut  coals 
of  the  same  class  is  twenty-five  eents  a  ton  less 
than  the  price  for  lump.  Steam  coal  is  not  af¬ 
fected,  as  it  is  now  sold  at  the  lowest  figure  in 
this  market  for  years.  The  new  prices  are  only 
for  July,  but  they  may  be  extended  through  Au¬ 
gust.  'I'heir  purpose  is  to  dispose  of  storage  coal 
and  induce  householders  to  lay  in  their  winter 
supply  now.  At  this  season  the  operators  have 


a  surplus  of  lump  and  a  shortage  of  the  slack 
used  for  steam  purposes. 

In  new  bids  to  supply  the  city  with  slack 
coal  for  use  at  the  water  works  and  city  hall, 
the  coal  companies  have  offered  this  product  at 
an  average  of  fifty  cents  a  ton  less  than  a  year 
ago.  The  price  paid  by  the  city  now  is  $2.00  a 
ton,  while  under  the  new  contract  it  will  be  de¬ 
livered  for  $1.45.  The  city  is  testing  fuel  oil 
and  may  use  considerable  of  it  in  the  place  of  coal 
next  winter. 

MerKers  Uelni;  Formed  In  West. 

'I'he  small  coal  companies  and  some  of  the  big 
ones  in  the  Pittsburg  district  of  Kansas  are 
being  absorbed  by  the  Western  Coal  &  Mining 
Co.,  the  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  and  the  South¬ 
western  Fuel  Co.  These  three  companies,  with 
the  Kansas  &  'Fexas  Coal  Co.,  formerly  comprised 
the  “Big  Four.”  The  Kansas  &  'Fexas  Co.  has 
since  been  absorbed,  leaving  three  big  companies 
in  competition  for  the  control  of  the  situation. 

'I'he  Western  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  is  controlled 
by  the  Gould  interests.  The  plan  of  the  combine 
to  take  over  the  small  operators  and  control  the 
coal  production  of  the  southwest  became  public 
last  week,  when  it  was  announced  that  the  J.  R. 
Crowe  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  of  Kansas  City,  was 
promoting  a  deal  for  the  purchase  and  consolida¬ 
tion  of  five  mining  companies  in  the  Weir  City 
district  of  Kansas.  'I'he  companies  in  the  merger, 
with  their  production,  are : 

Annual  Estimated 
Companies.  Tonnage.  Valuation. 

J.  K.  Crowe  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  six 

mines  in  operation  .  400,000  $500,000 

Southern  Coal  &  Mercantile  Co.,  .‘icam- 

mon,  Kas.,  two  mines .  200,000  100,000 

Cherokee  Crescent  Coal  Co.,  Mineral, 

Kas.,  one  mine  .  175,000  50,000 

h'leming  Coal  Co.,  Mineral,  Kas., 

three  mines  .  200,000  100,000 

J.  H.  Bennett  Coal  Co.,  Weir  City, 

Kas.  .  50,000  40,000 

B.  S.  Abbott  Coal  Co.,  Weir  City, 

Kas.,  Jack  Rabbit  mine .  25,000  25,000 

Totals  . 1,050,000  $815,000 

But  this  is  only  a  small  part  of  the  merger. 

These  six  companies  are  to  be  taken  over  by  the 
Western  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  the  Central  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.  and  the  Southwestern  Fuel  Co.  The 
Wear  Co.,  the  first  to  be  absorbed,  has  an  annual 
output  of  400,000  tons.  Yesterday  it  was  an¬ 
nounced  that  nearly  every  coal  mining  company 
in  Kansas  had  passed  into  the  control  of  the 
“Big  Three.”  The  Pittsburg  &  Midway  Coal  Co. 
and  the  Nevins  Coal  Co.  are  the  latest  to  be 
taken  over. 

The  only  company  in  the  district  of  any  magni¬ 
tude  which  is  not  already  owned  or  controlled  by 
the  Gould  interests  is  the  Santa  Fe  or  Devlin  in¬ 
terests,  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  before 
the  present  Devlin  crisis  is  passed  the  Goulds 
may  have  the  Devlin  coal  properties  in  this  dis¬ 
trict. 

It  is  stated  upon  good  authority  that  the  Gould 
interests,  with  the  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  and 
the  Southwestern  Fuel  Co.,  will  control  more  than 
ninety  per  cent  of  the  production  of  the  coal 
mines  of  the  Pittsburg  district.  The  deals  are 
all  being  made  through  stock  instead  of  deed  pur¬ 
chases.  The  Goulds  have  gradually  and  quietly 
secured  the  control  of  the  stock,  which  enables 
them  to  control  the  coal  situation. 

B.  F.  Bush,  general  manager  of  the  Gould  coal 
interests,  with  headquarters  at  St.  Louis,  nego¬ 
tiated  the  deal  from  his  St.  Louis  office,  and  has 
not  only  secured  a  control  of  the  stock  of  the 
companies  in  this  district,  but  has  secured  control 
of  the  Southwestern  Coal  Operators’  Association. 

It  is  certain  that  the  wages  of  the  southwestern 
mines  will  be  cut  when  the  present  contract  ex¬ 
pires  next  April.  It  may  cause  a  big  strike,  but 
the  operators  are  ready  for  it. 

The  officers  of  the  Santa  Fe  railroad  have  been 
cited  to  appear  in  the  federal  court  in  Kansas 
City  for  alleged  contempt  in  ignoring  an  order 
issued  by  Judge  J.  F.  Phillips,  that  they  should 
not  give  freight  rebates. 

The  special  case  cited  is  that  of  the  Colorado 
Fuel  &  Iron  Co.,  the  largest  miner  and  shipper 
of  coal  in  the  west.  This  coal  is  shipped  to 
Texas,  Arizona,  New  Me.xico  and  Me.xico.  The 
bill  says  that  during  all  of  the  time  the  injunc¬ 
tion  has  heen  in  force  the  Santa  Fe  shipped  coal- 
for  the  Colorado  Fuel  &  Iron  Co.  from  Gallup, 
N.  M.,  to  Te.xas  and  Arizona  for  less  than  the 
published  tariff,  the  rate  charged  other  companies, 
“and  paid  rebates  to  the  Colorado  Fuel  &  Iron 
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Co.,  and  discriminated  against  other  persons, 
mines  and  mine  owners  in  the  same  territory 
compelled  or  desiring  to  use  its  lines  for  shipping 
coal  to  the  same  market. 

Not  only  is  the  Santa  Fe  charged  with  selling 
the  coal  of  the  favored  company,  freight  in¬ 
cluded,  for  the  price  charged  other  companies 
for  freight  carriage  only,  but  it  is  further  charged 
that  after  shutting  out  other  shippers  it  paid 
back  to  the  Colorado  Fuel  &  Iron  Co.  in  the 
form  of  rebates  money  received  for  the  trans¬ 
portation  of  the  coal. 

C.  J.  Devlin’s  Financial  Difficulties. 

C  J.  Devlin,  the  millionaire  mine  operator  of 
Topeka,  Kas.,  recently  elected  vice-president  at 
large  of  the  Southwestern  Interstate  Coal  Op¬ 
erators’  Association,  is  in  financial  difficulties. 
He  is  ill  in  Topeka  and  a  company  has  been  or¬ 
ganized  in  Kansas  City  to  take  over  his  properties 
and  to  run  them  until  his  debts  are  canceled. 
Mr.  Devlin  is  interested  in  twenty-six  different 
companies.  His  assets  are  estimated  at  about 
$7,000,000,  while  the  amount  of  his  liabilities 
is  ’not  known  accurately.  It  is  said  they  will  not 
exceed  $4,000,000.  The  company,  which  is  strong, 
to  save  the  estate,  conferred  with  Chicago,  Kan¬ 
sas  City  and  Topeka  bankers  in  Kansas  City  last 
Sunday  and  tried  to  raise  $1,000,000  to  keep  the 
Devlin  properties  going.  The  money  was  not 
advanced  by  the  bankers  and  Monday  morning 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Topeka,  owned  by 
Devlin,  failed  to  open  its  doors.  Devlin  owed 
the  bank  $1,100,000  and  its  failure  caused  a  run 
on  other  Topeka  banks,  which  they  necessarily 
withstood.  Devlin  owes  other  banks  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  Kansas  City,  Topeka  and  other  cities  large 
sums  of  money.  The  First  National  Bank  of 
Topeka  was  the  first  of  the  Devlin  properties  to 
go  and  efforts  are  now  being  made  to  save  the 
others.  Devlin  has  turned  over  to  the  Topeka 
bank  $700,000  worth  of  real  estate  and  life  insur¬ 
ance  policies  for  $700,000. 

V 

The  Ohio  Coal  Trade. 

Toledo,  Ohio,  July  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.') — The  coal  business  in  Toledo  is  very 
dull  at  present.  This  statement  tells  the  whole 
story  and  covers  all  phases  of  the  business,  be¬ 
ginning  at  retail,  going  through  the  wholesale 
and  ending  with  the  lake  shipments.  But  dull  as 
it  is,  the  outlook  is  hopeful  and  while  dealers  and 
shippers  state  that  business  is  off  color,  they  are 
at  the  same  time  of  the  opinion  that  better  tirnes 
are  coming  in  the  near  future.  This  condition 
does  not  make  the  coal  market  and  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness  as  dark  as  it  otherwise  would  be. 

Just  why  the  coal  shipments  by  water  should 
sliow  a  decrease  for  June  as  compared  with  the 
same  month  a  year  ago  is  something  of  a  question. 
A  month  ago  local  shippers  stated  that  buyers 
up  the  lakes  were  waiting  for  lower  prices  and 
that  this  was  the  reason  why  boats  were  not 
carrying  as  much  coal  as  last  year.  Today  a 
number  explained  it  differently  and  several  said 
,  it  was  due  to  the  large  amount  of  coal  carried 
through  the  winter  at  the  upper  lake  ports.  If 
this  explanation  is  correct,  it  explains  a  situation 
which  has  given  rise  to  a  great  deal  of  discussion 
here  for  the  general  belief  at  the  opening  of  the 
season  was  that  it  would  be  one  of  the  best 
shipping  seasons  in  a  number  of  years. 

.J«ne  Shipments  Less  This  Year. 

A  year  ago  in  June,  191, .500  tons  were  shipped 
out  of  the  local  port  as  compared  with  102,300 
tons  shipped  out  during  June,  1905.  This  is  a 
notable  decrease  and  is  larger  than  any  curtail¬ 
ment  excepting  that  which  took  place  a  year  ago 
last  spring  when  there  were  strikes  on  the  great 
lakes.  As  explained  a  month  ago,  it  is  hardly 
fair  to  say  that  102,300  tons  represents  the  total 
amount  shipped  out  of  Toledo  during  the  entire 
month,  but  the  ratio  which  does  not  find  its  way 
to  the  customs  office  is  practically  the  same  as 
it  was  a  year  ago.  Last  year  the  customs  office 
report  showed  that  less  than  a  million  tons  left 
this  port  while  as  a  matter  of  fact  one  company 
shipped  out  over  two  and  a  half  million  tons  and 
there  are  several  shipping  companies  located  here. 

Iron  ore  and  coal  shipments  usually  have  been 
in  about  the  same  ratio.  During  the  past  month. 


this  percentage  has  fallen  out  of  proportions  and 
the  ore  shipments  to  Toledo  have  increased  even 
more  than  the  coal  shipments  have  decreased. 

A  glance  at  the  customs  house  clearances  shows 
that  several  large  boats  clear  light  nearly  every 
day  for  upper  lake  ports.  They  bring  down  ore 
and  usually  carry  coal  back  and  the  fact  that  they 
are  clearing  light  here  every  day  is  something  un¬ 
usual.  Customs  officials  are  unable  to  offer  a  sat¬ 
isfactory  explanation  and  the  one  suggested  by 
the  local  shippers  is  perhaps  as  good  as  any  that 
has  been  given  this  season. 

Practically  the  same  situation  prevails  in  the 
wholesale  department  as  a  month  ago,  although 
perhaps  the  trade  is  a  little  more  quiet  than  it 
was  then.  “Things  are  unusually  quiet,”  said 
a  local  dealer  whose  principal  business  consists 
in  supplying  car  lot  demand,  when  asked  regard¬ 
ing  business,  “but  we  look  for  better  things  be¬ 
fore  long.”  Others  say  the  same  thing  and  this  is 
about  as  much  of  an  explanation  as  is  needed  to 
give  the  principal  features  in  this  department. 
Of  course  coal  is  being  sold,  but  neither  sellers 
nor  buyers  are  going  after  business  aggress.vely. 

The  Local  Anthracite  Situation. 

In  the  anthracite  department,  the  price  has  been 
raised  to  $6.75,  the  advance  going  into  effect 
July  first.  This  is  twenty-five  cents  lower  than 
the  usual  winter  price,  although  fifty  cents  above 
the  price  which  prevailed  some  weeks  ago.  This 
price,  however,  was  abnormal  as  the  usual  early 
summer  figure  is  $6.50.  The  present  figure  likely 
will  continue  until  the  winter  price  goes  into  effect 
the  first  of  October.  There  is  a  fairly  good  sum¬ 
mer  demand  for  anthracite,  but  consumers  are 
not  buying  as  freely  since  it  has  been  announced 
that  $6.75  will  continue  throughout  the  summer. 

The  coal  movement  otherwise  is  good  here  at 
present.  Dealers  say  that  they  have  little  or  no 
trouble  to  get  coal  when  ordered  and  that  the 
railroads  are  very  prompt  in  delivering  coal  now. 
There  was  one  report  abroad  to  the  effect  that 
railroads  were  unable  to  get  the  coal  here,  hence 
the  decrease  in  lake  shipments,  but  inquiry  failed 
to  substantiate  this  report  in  a  single  instance. 

V 

The  St.  Louis  Coal  Market. 

St.  Louis,  Mo..  July  6.— (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) —  The  market  here  is  very  dull,  prin¬ 
cipally  on  account  of  the  shut-down,  and  secondly 
on  account  of  all  large  consumers  being  well 
stocked.  There  is'  little  or  no  free  coal  on  hand, 
and  what  little  there  is  there  is  no  market  for. 
The  range  of  prices  is  as  follows ;  Shaker 
screened  lump,  $1.30@1.50;  Staunton,  $1.50; 
Trenton,  $2.00,  all  f.  o.  b.  East  St.  Louis. 

Most  of  the  mines  are  shut  down  for  about 
ten  days,  although  a  few  of  the  independent 
operators  are  running  about  half  capacity.  The 
dealers  in  St.  Louis  are  not  making  any  effort 
to  handle  soft  coal  for  the  domestic  market,  as 
there  is  little  or  no  demand  for  it  on  account 
of  price. 

The  anthracite  market  still  continues  to  be 
strong  and  little  above  the  average  of  last  year. 
Shipments  are  reported  by  Devoy  &  Feuerborn 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Donk  Bros.  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Po¬ 
lar  Wave  Ice  &  Fuel  Co.  to  be  encouraging,  while 
the  DeCamp  Fuel  Co.  and  Barth-Rose  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  report  shipments  to  be  disappointing. 
The  peculiar  feature  of  the  retail  market  is  a 
continued  demand  for  all  grades  of  Arkansas 
anthracite. 

The  prevailing  yard  prices  in  the  central  dis¬ 
trict  are  as  follows;  Standard,  per  bushel,  7'/2c; 
Staunton,  8c ;  Trenton,  10c ;  anthracite,  grate, 
$7.20 ;  egg,  stove  and  nut,  $7.45.  Anthracite  is 
twenty-five  cents  per  ton  higher  in  the  outlying 
districts. 

Many  New  Companies  Incorporated. 

The  following  companies  were  incorporated 
at  Springfield  during  the  past  week : 

The  Delafield  Coal  Co.  of  Delafield,  Ill.  Cap¬ 
ital,  $2,500.  General  mining  business  is  intended. 
The  incorporators  are  F.  J.  Goehring,  W.  H. 
Shaw  and  D.  M.  Maiding. 

The  Lincoln  Mining  Co.,  Lincoln.  Capital, 
$2,500,  intends  to  do  a  general  mining,  manufac¬ 
ture  of  tiling,  heat,  light  and  power  business. 


The  incorporators  are  F.  Frorer,  B.  H.  Hart 
and  C.  G.  White. 

'I'he  Elm  Grove  Coal  Co.,  McLeansboro.  Cap¬ 
ital,  $2,000,  intends  to  do  a  general  mining,  oil 
and  gas  business.  Incorporators  are  J.  'f.  Bar¬ 
nett,  J.  W.  Mitchell  and  J.  E.  Dailey. 

Little  Vermilion  Coal  Co.,  Georgetown.  Cap 
ital,  $250,000,  intends  to  do  a  general  mining, 
light  and  power  business.  The  incorporators  are 
L.  D.  Gass,  M.  B.  Bailey  and  C.  M.  Swallow. 

'I'he  Home  Oil  &  Gas  Co.,  Charleston.  Cap¬ 
ital,  $1,000,000,  intends  to  do  a  mining,  refining 
and  natural  gas  business.  Incorporators  are  J. 
O.  Linder,  D.  Biddle  and  F.  B.  Easier. 

The  New  Staunton  Coal  Co.’s  capital  was  in¬ 
creased  from  $100,000  to  $300,000. 

V 

Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

Reported  by  W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  slrp  and 
steamship  brokers.  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York.  The  scarcity  of  tonnage  available  for 
coal  to  Cuban,  West  Indian  and  Mexican  ports, 
still  continues,  and  when  charters  are  effected 
for  the  transportation  of  coal  in  these  direc¬ 
tions,  shippers  are  obliged  to  give  more  favor¬ 
able  terms  than  in  the  late  past. 

The  recent  fixtures  of  Crown  of  Grenada, 
1,764  tons  register,  Newport  News-Curacao  at 
$1.25  and  p.  c.,  and  steamer  Hardanger,  1,570 
tons  register,  Philadelphia-Cienfuegos  at  $1.60, 
were  both  higher  than  recent  similar  fixtures, 
and  both  boats  secured  very  much  better  condi¬ 
tions  in  the  charters  than  is  customary. 

It  is  true  that  there  is  one  boat  in  the  market 
that  will  entertain  coal  to  the  Windward  Isles, 
last  half  July  loading,  at  a  favorable  figure,  but 
this  is  owing  to  other  busine.ss  that  this  Iwat  has 
in  connection  with  the  outward  trade.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  recent  firmness  of  the  freight 
market  will  cause  owners  to  send  their  boats 
in  this  direction,  and  if  this  is  not  done,  the  prob¬ 
abilities  are  that  the  market  may  seek  even  a 
slightly  higher  level. 

A  few  additional  boats  have  been  recently  re¬ 
ported  as  having  been  chartered  to  take  coal  to 
Manila,  but  we  think  these  boats  are  simply 
named  on  old  contracts,  as  the  government  has 
not  been  inquiring  for  any  additional  steamers 
to  transport  coal  to  Manila  recently.  Tonnage 
for  this  business  continues  to  offer  freely  at  $4.00 
and  discharged. 

'Po  the  Mediterranean,  owners’  ideas  are  slight¬ 
ly  above  shippers’,  consequently  no  fixtures  for 
this  trade  have  been  effected  recently.  There 
seems  to  be  no  demand  at  present  for  tonnage  to 
Brazil  or  River  Plate,  and  these  receivers  are 
purchasing  at  Cardiff.  We  would  quote  freight 
rates  by  steamer,  as  follows ;  $1.25@1.30  to  Ha¬ 

vana  or  Matanzas;  $1.90@2.00  to  Cardenas  or 
Sagua;  $1.60  to  Cienfuegos;  $1.60@1.65  to  Dai¬ 
quiri ;  $1.35@1.45  to  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad; 
$1.50@1.55  to  St.  Thomas;  $1.60@1.65  to  St. 
Lucia;  $1.55@1.60  to  Barbados;  $1,351^1.40  to 
Kingston;  $1.43  to  Colon;  $1.80@1.90  to  Deme- 
rara;  $1.25  and  p.  c.  to  Curacao;  $1.80  to  Ber¬ 
muda;  $1.40@1.45  to  Vera  Cruz;  $1.45@1.50  to 
Tampico;  9@]0s  to  Buenos  Ayres;  10@lls  to 
Rosario;  ll@lls  3d  to  Santos;  10@10s  3d  to 
Rio;  $4.00  and  discharged  to  Manila;  9(ff>10s  to 
a  direct  port  in  the  Mediterranean,  not  east  of 
the  west  coast  of  Italy,  Spain  excluded. 

The  Lincoln  Mining  Co.,  Lincoln,  Ill.,  was 
recently  incorporated  with  an  authorized  capital 
of  $2,500.  The  incorporators  are  Frank  Frorer, 
David  H.  Harts  and  E.  G.  White. 

V 

The  annual  report  of  the  Central  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  New  York.  N.  Y.,  for  the  year  ended  June 
first,  shows  a  decrease  in  profits,  and  the  com¬ 
pany  claims  an  unsatisfactory  year.  The  market 
for  this  company’s  coal  is  affected  greatly  by 
overproduction  and  by  natural  gas  and  oil. 

V 

About  1.600  employes  of  the  Superior  Coal 
Co.,  at  Wellston,  Ohio,  recently  were  called  out 
on  strike.  The  strike  is  said  to  be  a  result  of 
the  refusal  on  the  part  of  the  operators  to  rein¬ 
state  a  man  whom  they  had  discharged  for  re¬ 
fusing  to  work  extra  time  and  on  Sundays. 
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Western  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


F.  K,  Jolinson,  of  the  DeCamp  Fuel  Co.,  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  was  in  Chicago  on  a-  business  trip 
over  the  I'ourth  of  July. 

O.  J.  I’atzold,  sales  manager  of  the  Campbells 
Creek  Coal  Co.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  was  in  Chicago 
(hiring  the  week  on  a  business  trip. 

R.  F.  Harris,  secretary  of  the  Coal  Dealers’ 
Association  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska,  Omaha,  was 
in  Chicago  and  Milwaukee  during  the  week  on  a 
business  trip. 

.^lihnr  J.  MacBridc,  Chicago  sales  agent  of  the 
New  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Fisher 
huilding.  Chicago,  spent  the  Tmurth  of  July  with 
his  family  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

J.  A.  Richardson,  of  the  Jones  &  Adams  Co., 
Railway  I'.xchange,  Chicago,  spent  the  Fourth  of 
July  and  Monday  of  this  week  at  Lake  Geneva, 

111.,  securing  a  brief  vacation. 

Cajit.  De  Forest  Pomeroy,  general  sales  agent 
of  the  DeCamp  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony 
huilding,  Chicago,  is  in  West  Virginia  and  the 
east  on  a  business  trip  this  week. 

W.  1 1.  Tanhman,  auditor  of  the  Sans  Rois  Coal 
Co,,  with  headquarters  at  F'ort  .Smith,  Ark., 
passed  through  Chicago  this  week  on  his  return 
from  a  business  trip  to  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Ci.  TI.  Merry  weather,  manager  of  sales  of  Co.xe 
Pros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  1'hc  Rookery,  Chicago,  took 
a  swing  around  northern  Illinois  last  week,  call¬ 
ing  upon  many  of  his  friends  in  the  coal  trade. 

The  Winslow  Coal  Co.,  Petersburg,  Ind.,  has' 
filed  a  petition  in  bankruptcy.  The  cause  of  the 
assignment  was  the  failure  of  W.  L.  Davis,  of 
Canton,  Ohio,  who  was  president  and  principal 
stockholder  in  the  company. 

F.  IL  Moen  and  R.  R.  Anderson,  formerly  with 
the  firm  of  Skewn-Mocn  Co,,  retail  coal  dealers 
at  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  have  gone  into  the  grain 
and  coal  business  at  Estherville,  Iowa,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Anderson  &  Moen. 

R.  L.  Green,  connected  with  the  Chicago  coal 
trade  for  the  past  eight  or  ten  vears,  has  ac¬ 
cepted  a  position  as  traveling  sales  agent  with 
the  Sunday  Creek  Coal  Co.,  with  headquarters 
at  Chicago.  lie  will  call  on  the  trade  in  the 
west  and  southwest,  pushing  the  sale  of  all-rail 
coal. 

R.  II,  Sessions  has  been  appointed  traveling 
sa'esman  for  Coxe  Rros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  The  Rook¬ 
ery,  Chicago,  with  territory  in  eastern  Iowa.  Mr. 
Sessions  has  been  identified  with  the  coal  trade 
for  nearly  fifteen  years,  part  of  which  time  he 
was  connected  with  the  Atlas  Coal  Co.,  with 
headquarters  at  Denver,  Colo.  He  has  a  large 
circle  of  acquaintances  and  friends  among  the 
dealers  in  western  territory. 

Richards.  Ambler  &  Co.,  Plymouth  building, 
Chicago,  have  decided  to  add  a  coke  department 
to  their  shinping  business  in  anthracite  and 
hituminous  coals.  J.  L.  Makemson,  who  has  been 
identified  with  C.  K.  Pittman  for  the  past  six 
years,  in  charge  of  many  of  the  details  of  busi¬ 
ness  during  the  past  two  years,  has  been  appoint¬ 
ed  manager  of  the  new  department  and  has  al¬ 
ready  assumed  his  new  duties. 

L.  A.  Ferris,  northwestern  sales  agent  of 
Coxe  Rros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  Andrus  building,  Minne¬ 
apolis,  was  in  Chicago  during  the  week,  accom¬ 
panied  by  Mrs.  Ferris,  on  their  wedding  trip. 
Refore  their  return  to  the  northwest  they  will 
visit  the  boyhood  home  of  Mr.  Ferris  at  Clifton, 

111.,  where  they  will  spend  a  brief  vacation.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ferris  were  married  some  time  ago, 
but  owing  to  the  demands  of  business  he  was 
unable  to  get  away  long  enough  to  take  his  wed¬ 
ding  trip. 

It  is  reported  from  Madison,  Wis.,  that  a  se¬ 
rious  price  war  is  on  among  the  dealers  of  that 
city,  and  that  coal,  particularly  anthracite,  is 
being  sold  at  figures  below  those  usually  obtained. 
'I'he  dealers  of  Madison,  for  the  most  part,  ha.ve 
been  engaged  in  business  for  a  number  of  years, 
have  made  a  success  of  it  and  are  in  good  finan¬ 
cial  condition.  They  ought  to  get  together  and 
not  give  away  the  profits  they  have  accumulated 


through  hard  work  and  persistent  effort.  As  they 
are  conservative  and  careful  for  the  most  part, 
it  is  probable  that  they  will  get  together  sooner 
or  later. 

d'he  newspapers  at  Superior,  Wis.,  announce 
that  another  large  Ohio  corporation  is  nego¬ 
tiating  for  prouerty  with  a  water  frontage  on  the 
hay  and  Ncmadji  river  with  a  view  to  establish¬ 
ing  a  large  coal  dock  at  that  point.  It  is  as¬ 
serted  that  the  company  is  desirous  of  securing 
a  tract  of  twenty-five  acres,  part  of  which  is 
at  present  occupied  by  other  industries,  and  the 
indications  are  favorable  that  this  will  be  ob¬ 
tained.  Those  interested  in  the  new  dock  proposi¬ 
tion  are  not  named. 

When  it  comes  to  advertising  matter,  the  C. 
Reiss  Coal  Co.,  Sheboygan,  Wis.,  is  in  the  van. 
'To  commemorate  the  Fourth  of  July,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  remind  the  coal  dealers  of  the 
line  of  coals  which  it  carries,  this  company  is¬ 
sued  its  July  circular  under  the  heading,  “A 
Cracker-jack  Good  Thing.”  'I'he  outside  cover 
was  embellished  with  the  jack  of  clubs  and  a  fire¬ 
cracker,  while  on  the  reverse  side  were  illustra¬ 
tions  appronriate  to  the  day  we  celebrate.  'I'he 
circular  was  prepared  very  nicely  in  every  re¬ 
spect  and  should  attract  a  large  amount  of  at¬ 
tention. 

E.  J.  Corbett,  the  well  known  shipper  of  coal 
and  coke  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  passed  through  Chi¬ 
cago  the  early  part  of  the  week  from  a  six  weeks’ 
trip  to  the  Pacific  coast  and  intermediate  points. 
The  party  making  the  trip  consisted  of,  six  promi¬ 
nent  Detroit  bu'siness  men.  They  visited  Los 
Angeles  and  .San  Francisco,  spending  a  number 
of  days  in  each  city,  going  from  California  to 
Portland,  Ore.,  where  they  visited  the  exposi¬ 
tion,  returning  east  by  way  of  Washington  and 
the  Yellowstone  national  park.  Referring  to  the 
trip,  Mr.  Corbett  said  that  it  was  pleasant  in 
every  possible  respect. 

'I'he  Rlack  Diamond  has  been  favored  with  a 
copy  of  the  Williamson  county  mao,  and  a  coal 
field  map  of  the  same  county,  supplied  by  the 
Illinois  Engineering  &  Machinery  Co.,  of  Carter- 
ville  Ill.  These  maps  are  both  invaluable  to 
those  in  any  way  interested  in  the  coal  fie'ds  of 
that  part  of  Illinois  included  in  the  boundaries 
of  Williamson  county.  The  ownership  map  in¬ 
cludes  a  large  number  of  blue  prints,  each  of 
which  is  devoted  to  one  township,  giving  the  lo¬ 
cation  and  ownership  of  the  various  parcels  of 
land.  'Phis  company  has  been  engaged  on  simi¬ 
lar  maps  in  connection  with  Franklin  county, 
which  are  just  being  completed  and  which  will  be 
offered  for  sale  within  a  short  time. 

J.  P.  Rurton,  W.  S.  Hayden,  John  S.  Van 
Epps,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  James  H.  Rittenhouse 
and  'John  R.  McAkie,  of  Scranton,  recently  in¬ 
spected  the  new  plant  of  the  Trevorton  Land  & 
Coal  Co.  at  Trevorton,  Pa.  According  to  all 
reports  the  company  is  sparing  no  expense  in 
getting  ready  to  mine  coal.  'The  testings  thus 
far  have  proved  that  the  veins  of  anthracite  were 
much  thicker  than  had  been  anticipated.  Two 
veins  of  unusual  thickness  have  been  found. 
The  company  practically  has  awarded  the  contract 
to  build  the  breaker,  and  already  has  placed  the 
order  for  the  ma'chinery  with  which  it  will  be 
equipped.  Work  is  being  pushed  on  the  plant, 
and  it  is  expected  that  it  will  be  in  operation 
within  a  short  time.  i 

Carl  Scholz,  vice-president  of  the  Consolidated 
Indiana  Coal  Co.,  with  headquarters  in  the-  Old 
Colony  building,  Chicago,  has  been  named  as  a 
member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  In¬ 
diana  Rituminous  Coal  Operators’  Association,  to 
succeed  Henry  Hafer,  who  recently  disposed  of 
his  properties  to  the  Consolidated  Co.  Mr. 
Scholz  is  one  of  the  best  known  mining  men  in 
the  country  and  has  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
conditions  pertaining  to  the  successful  operation 
of  coal  mines.  Eciward  Shirkie  has  succeeded 
J.  J.  Higgins,  of  Clinton,  as  a  member  of  the 
executive  committee.  Mr.  Higgins  recently  dis¬ 
posed  of  his  properties  to  the  Dering  Coal  Co. 
and  is  no  longer  engaged  as  a  practical  operator. 
Mr.  Shirkie  is  identified  with  the  Dering  Coal 
Co.  and  is  not  a  stranger  to  the  executive  com¬ 


mittee  of  the  operators’  association,  having  served 
in  that  capacity  a  number  of  times  as  one  of  the. 
leading  operators  of  the  Clinton  field  before  he 
disposed  of  his  properties  to  the  Dering  Coal  Co. 

Henry  Phillips,  of  the  Ottumwa  Box  Car 
lyoader  Co.,  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  was  in  Chicago  for 
a  short  time  the  early  part  of  the  week  on  a 
business  trip.  Recently  'I'he  Black  Diamond 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Ottumwa 
Box  Car  Loader  Co.  had  enlarged  its  plant  by 
the  purchase  of  a  bridge  and  structural  iron 
works  plant  at  Ottumwa.  Mr.  Phillips,  in  an 
interview,  reports  that  as  a  result  of  this  pur¬ 
chase  he  has  accepted  a  large  number  of  orders 
for  bridge  work.  If  he  applies  the  same  aggressive 
tactics  to  this  field  of  manufacture  that  he  has 
to  pushing  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  the 
Ottumwa  box  car  loader,  there  is  no  doubt 
but  what  he  will  become  one  of  the  leading  fac¬ 
tors  in  the  countrv  in  the  manufacture  of  bridge 
and  structural  iron  and  steel. 

W-  J.  Snyder,  of  Brazil,  Ind.,  secretary  of  Zel¬ 
ler,  McClellan  &  Co.,  the  well  known  block  coal 
o|)erators.  was  in  Chicago  durinr'  the  week  and 
received  the  numerous  congratulations  of  his 
many  friends.  He  has  been  named  as  one  of 
the  directors  of  the  new  merger,  the  Vandalia 
Coal  Co.,  incorporated  during  the  week  with  an 
authorized  capital  of  $7,000,000.  While  the 
formation  of  this  merger  is  due  principally  to  the 
efforts  of  A.  M.  Ogle,  of  Indianapolis,  Mr.  Sny¬ 
der  has  been  associated  with  him  in  the  matter 
and  has  contributed  no  little  to  the  successful 
culmination  of  the  plans  of  the  promoters.  Zeller, 
McClellan  &  Co.,  who  were  among  the  largest 
operators  in  the  Indiana  bituminous  and  block 
fields  prior  to  the  formation  of  the  various  com¬ 
binations.  have  now  disposed  of  all  of  their  hold¬ 
ings  in  that  state  except  their  block  mines,  which 
they  still  retain. 

Following  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Matthews  as 
general  coal  and  coke  agent  of  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  at  Baltimore,  the  vacancy  caused  by  his 
promotion  has  been  filled  by  the  appointment  of 
E.  G.  Gray  as  division  freight  agent  of  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  and  the  P.  &  W.  division, 
with  headquarters  at  Pittsburg.  Heretofore  there 
have  been  two  division  freight  agents  at  that 
point,  in  charge  of  each  of  these  divisions. 
Under  the  new  arrangement  these  offices 
will  he  consolidated  and  the  division  freight  agent 
will  have  charge  of  both  divisions.  Mr.  Gray 
was  formerly  at  Columbus.  Ohio,  and  has  been 
identified  with  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years.  W.  L.  Cromlish.  who  was  formerly 
division  freight  agent  of  the  P.  &  W.  division  of 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  with  headquarters  at 
Pittsburg,  has  been  made  coal  and  coke  agent 
at  that  point  in  charge  of  the  coal  and  coke  traffic 
which  originates  at  that  coal  center.  Mr.  Crom¬ 
lish  also  'nas  been  in  the  service  of  this  railroad 
for  a  number  of  years. 

C.  K.  Pittman,  the  well  'Known  coal  and  coke 
shipper,  engaged  in  business  for  the  past  twenty- 
one  years  in  Chicago,  during  which  period  he 
has  handled  a  large  tonnage  of  coal  and  coke,  is 
liquidating  his  business  and  is  planning  to  retire 
temporarily  at  least.  He  expects  to  close  up 
his  affairs  by  the  fifteenth  of  July,  after  which 
time  he  will  travel,  in  all  probability,  for  some 
time.  Mr.  Pittman  makes  the  announcement  that 
his  retirement  from  the  coal  and  coke  business  is 
temporary  and  that  he  may  again  engage  in  it 
later.  In  his  retirement  temporarily  from  the 
industry  the  Giicago  contingent  will  lose  one  of 
its  most  valued  members.  'There  is  no  man  who 
has  ever  had  business  transactions  with  Mr.  Pitt¬ 
man.  no  matter  what  their  nature  may  have  been, 
hut  has  the  highest  possible  regard  for  his  busi¬ 
ness  principles  and  honesty  of  purpose.  He  rep¬ 
resented  all  that  was  good  in  connection  with  the 
business,  in  the  sense  that  he  never  stooped  to 
some  of  the  methods  which  have  been  exploited 
in  connection  with  the  trade.  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond.  with  the  numerous  other  friends  of  Mr. 
Pittman,  regrets  that  he  is  about  to  sever  his 
connection  with  the  Chicago  trade,  even  tempo¬ 
rarily.  but  trusts  that  he  will  meet  with  the 
abundant  success  to  which  his  business  record 
fully  entitles  him. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


Vandalia  Coal  Co. 

During  the  week  announcement  was  made  of 
the  formation  of  the  Vandalia  Coal  Co.,  with  an 
authorized  capital  of  $7,000,000,  controlling 
twenty-seven  mines  and  approximately  30,000 
acres  of  coal  land  in  Indiana.  This  company  is 
the  sixth  merger  to  be  organized  in  the  state  ot 
Indiana  in  connection  with  the  coal  industry  since 
the  first  of  the  year,  and  in  point  of  capitaliza¬ 
tion  and  the  number  of  properties  taken  over  is 

the  largest  in  that  field.  a 

Officers  of  the  new  company  have  been  elected, 
with  A.  M.  Ogle,  of  Indianapolis,  as  president. 
Mr.  Ogle  has  been  the  president  of  the  Island 
Coal  Co.,  operating  a  number  of  mines  in  the 
Linton  district  for  a  number  of  years.  He  has 
been  at  work  on  the  merger  ever  since  the  early 
part  of  the  year,  and  in  March  it  was  under¬ 
stood  that  he  had  secured  options  on  many  of 
the  properties  which  are  included  in  the  new 

company.  . 

The  Vandalia  Coal  Co.  was_  organized  under 
the  laws  of  New  Jersey,  and  it  is  its  intention 
to  own  and  operate  mines  located  on  the  Vandalia 
railroad  in  Indiana,  and  on  its  prospective  route 
through  Sullivan  county.  In  connection  with  the 
new  organization.  President  Ogle  says  that  the 
merger  was  formed  for  the  two-fold  purpose  of 
protecting  the  operators  along  the  route  of  the 
Vandalia  from  the  encroachments  of  the  other 
combinations  and  to  be  able  to  operate  the  mines 
at  a  profit.  It  is  intimated  that  Indianapolis 
and  other  large  cities  will  be  given  more  atten¬ 
tion,  and  it  is  possible  they  may  secure  their 


,  Sixth  Merger  this 

bituminous  coal  supply  at  a  lower  figure  than  at 
present. 

Companies  That  Have  Been  Absorbed. 

Among  the  operating  companies  which  have 
been  included  in  the  new  merger  are  the  fol¬ 
lowing  ; 

Seeleyville  Coal  Co.  The  Asherville  Coal  Co. 
Indiana  Bituminous  The  Island  Coal  Co. 

Coal  Co.  South  Linton  Coal  Co. 

Sugar  Creek  Coal  Co.  White  Rose  Coal  Co. 
Raccoon  Valley  Coal  Co.  Greenfield  Coal  Co. 

Zeller,  McClellan  &  Co.  Johnson  Coal  Mining 
Cloverland  Coal  Co'.  Co. 

Home  Coal  Co.  Island  Valley  Coal  Co. 

Minshall  Coal  Co.  Enterprise  Coal  Co. 
Indiana  &  Chicago  Coal 
Co. 

The  capitalization  of  the  company  is  $7,000,000, 
divided  as  follows:  Preferred,  $2,000,000;  com¬ 
mon  stock,  $2,000,000 ;  bonds,  $3,000,000.  The 
properties  of  the  twenty-seven  companies  are  in 
Sullivan,  Greene,  Vigo,  Clay  and  Knox  counties, 
and  in  addition  to  the  mines  the  total  acreage  of 
coal  controlled  approximately  is  30,000  acres. 

The  new  company  already  has  elected  officers 
as  follows :  President,  Alfred  M.  Ogle,  Indian¬ 
apolis;  vice-president,  John  McFayden,  Pitts¬ 
burg;  treasurer  and  chairman  of  finance  com¬ 
mittee,  Frank  L.  Powell,  Indianapolis.  These 
officers  are  all  members  of  the  board  of  directors. 
Other  directors  are  W.  J.  Snyder,  of  Zeller, 
McClellan  &  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind. ;  Willard  W.  Hub¬ 
bard,  of  the  Island  Coal  Co.,  Indianapolis;  W. 


Year  in  Indiana. 

W.  Ray,  of  Terre  Flaute;  John  L.  Crawford,  of 
Terre  Haute;  W.  P.  Rend,  of  Chicago,  and 
William  H.  Donner,  of  Pittsburg.  Nearly  all 
the  members  of  the  board  of  directors  are  prac¬ 
tical  coal  operators  who  have  had  their  own 
operations  or  have  been  identified  with  operating 
interests. 

With  the  operations  which  it  has,  and  with  the 
railroad  facilities  at  its  command,  the  new  com¬ 
pany  will  be  in  a  strong  position  to  do  business. 
In  its  various  operations  it  will  produce  nearly 
every  description  of  coal  found  in  the  state  of 
Indiana,  including  the  No,  4  and  No.  6  veins, 
which  largely  are  mined  in  the  Sullivan  and 
Greene  county  fields. 

Few  Mines  Not  In  Combines. 

With  the  formation  of  this  merger  there  are 
very  few  mines  remaining  in  the  state  of  In¬ 
diana  not  included  in  a  combination.  In  the  vicin¬ 
ity  of  Evansville  there  are  a  number  of  mines 
yet  owned  by  individual  interests.  In  the  block 
district  Zeller,  McClellan  &  Co.  have  retained 
their  properties,  and  most  of  the  other  individual 
owners  still  retain  their  interests.  Outside  of 
this  district  there  are  not  more  than  a  doz(^i 
properties  not  consolidated.  A  few  of  the  most 
prominent  are  the  mines  of  the  Miami  Coal  Co., 
the  Collins  Coal  Co.,  the  Clinton  Coal  Co.,  the 
Mecca  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  the  S.  W.  Little  Coal 
Co.,  the  Big  Four  Coal  Co.,  the  Jackson  Hill  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.  and  possibly  some  others.  With  the 
Dickason-Freeman  combination  perfected,  nearly 
the  entire  state  will  be  owned  by  seven  large  com¬ 
panies. 


i 


Judge  Gray  Has  Decided  the  Illinois  Mine  Controversy. 


On  Thursday  Ernest  E.  Hielmle,  cashier  of  the 
Springfield  Marine  bank  at  Springfield,  III,  re¬ 
ceived  the  decision  of  Judge  George  Gray,  of 
Wilmington,  Del.,  with  reference  to  the  contro¬ 
versy  between  the  Illinois  Coal  Operators  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  the  Illinois  local  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America  over  paying  the  shot-firers 
during  the  continuance  of  the  joint  contract  as 
to-  labor  conditions.  It  was  the  understanding 
that  the  decision  of  Judge  Gray  should  not  be 
announced  to  either  side  at  interest  until  after 
a  joint  wage  scale  had  been  decided  upon  with 
reference  to  the  wages,  hours  of  work  and  the 
conditions  pertaining  to  the  employment  of  shot- 
firers  and  inspectors  under  the  new  law.  For 
that  reason  it  was  sent  to  Mr.  Helmle,  who  will 
hold  it  in  custody  until  such  time  as  the  joint 
wage  contract  is  signed.  No  intimation  has  been 
conveyed  as  to  the  decision  or  its  purport,  and  it 
is  understood  that  the  secret  will  be  most  zeal¬ 
ously  guarded  by  Mr.  Helmle  until  the  proper 
time  arrives  for  him  to  make  announcement 
of  it. 

Wliy  Decision  Is  Withheld. 

This  plan  of  giving  out  the  decision  was  made 
necessary  by  the  departure  of  Judge  Gray  for 
Europe.  He  left  Wilmington  on  Thursday  of 
this  week.  Should  the  decision  be  announced 
before  the  conditions  as  to  wages  and  hours  of  work 
are  agreed  upon,  the  side  which  lost  in  the  arbi¬ 
tration  undoubtedly  would  attempt  to  make  up 
such  loss  by  attempting  to  foist  conditions  upon 
the  other  side  which  could  not  be  accepted  or 
which  were  not  fair,  and  a  further  breach  would 
be  created  which  might  cause  a  continuance  of 
the  trouble  indefinitely.  In  order  to  preserve  the 
peace  it  was  decided  that  Judge  Gray  s  decision 
should  be  withheld  until  every  other  detail  con¬ 
nected  with  the  proper  observance  of  the  new 
law  was  decided  upon.  In  this  way  all  likelihood 
of  trouble  will  be  avoided,  because  both  sides 
agreed  to  abide  by  the  result  of  the  arbitration. 

The  joint  executive  boards  of  the  Illinois  Coal 
Operators’  Association  and  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America  began  their  session  at 
Springfield  Thursday  afternoon  for  the  purpose 
of  deciding  upon  the  wage  scale  pertaining  to 
shot-firers.  It  is  not  thought  that  there  will  be 
much  trouble  in  deciding  upon  the  matter  of 


wages  and  other  details  of  a  similar  character. 
The  trouble  will  be  in  connection  with  the  condi¬ 
tions  pertaining  to  placing  the  shots  and  the 
damages  that  result  from  those  which  are  mis¬ 
placed. 

Conditions  May  Cause  Delay. 

Most  of  the  operators  of  Illinois  are  of  the  be¬ 
lief  that  the  employment  of  shot-firers  will  result 
in  more  or  less  carelessness  upon  the  part  of  the 
miners  in  placing  the  shots ;  that  the  latter  will 
not  always  be  as  careful  as  they  would  if  they 
were  to  do  their  own  blasting.  Owing  to  this  be¬ 
lief  the  operators  feel  that  some  provision 
should  be  made  in  the  joint  agreement  to  protect 
them  against  loss  from  such  carelessness.  This 
matter  will  be  taken  up  carefully  from  the  stand¬ 
point  of  the  operators,  and  every  safeguard  will 
be  arranged  to  secure  as  careful  placing  of  shots 
as  at  present.  On.  this  point  there  may  be  some 
warm  discussions,  but  it  is  not  thought  that  the 
miners’  representatives  can  offer  any  valid  ob¬ 
jection  to  proper  precautions  being  taken  for  the 
preservation  of  life,  limb  and  property  by  mak¬ 
ing  the  joint  agreement  cover  as  much  ground 
as  possible.  _  •  •  . 

Now  that  the  decision  has  reached  Illinois  and 
the  joint  board  has  commenced  the  work  of  draft¬ 
ing  the  joint  agreement,  the  common  impression 
of  the  operators  seems  to  be  that  there  will  be  a 
resumption  of  mining  in  all  the  operations  in  the 
state  on  next  Monday  morning.  Should  the  joint 
board  fail  to  agree  at  once,  it  is  possible  that 
resumption  would  be  postponed  until  Wednesday 
or  Thursday,  but  at  the  latest  it  is  not  expected 
that  the  mines  will  remain  closed  later  than  a 
week  from  today  (Saturday). 

Market  Shows  Small  Effect. 

Practically  every  coal  mine  in  the  state  has 
been  closed  throughout  the  week.  Owipg  to  the 
fact  that  large  consumers  had  sufficient  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  provide  a  storage  supply  of  coal  to 
tide  them  over  from  fifteen  to  thirty  days,  .the 
effect  of  the  suspension  has  been  felt  only  to  a 
slight  extent  in  the  western  bituminous  markets. 

On  Monday  it  was  reported  from  St.  Louis 
that  the  Wabash  ran  out  of  coal  and  was  obliged 
to  confiscate  a  few  cars.  In  Chicago  there_  has 
been  no  very  urgent  demand  for  the  Illinois 


product,  with  prices  for  the  Indiana  coals  on 
practically  the  same  basis  as  a  week  ago,  the 
only  difference  being  that  the  man  with  a  few 
cars  was  more  inclined  to  hold  his  product  in 
the  hope  that  speculative  prices  would  develop. 
In  all  probability  the  national  holiday  on  Tues¬ 
day  and  the  commencement  of  the  vacation  sea¬ 
son,  when  many  householders  are  away  from 
horne,  as  well  as  the  fact  that  it  is  piidsummer 
and  coal,  except  for  commercial  purposes,  is  not 
much  of  a  necessity,  all  had  tlieir  influence  in 
Vii  eventing  any  speculative  activity  in  those  mar¬ 
kets  where  Illinois  coal  is  sold  principally.  ' 


Wagon  Prices  at  Chicago. 


anthracite. 

Grate  . 

Stove  . 

Chestnut  . 

Egg  . 

'  BITUMINOUS. 

Hocking  lump  . 

Hocking  nut  . 

Illinois  lump,  egg  and  nut.... 
Little  Jack,  lump  and  egg.  . . . 
Indiana  lump,  egg  and  nut.., 

Wilmington  chunks  . 

New  Kentucky  lump  and  egg 

No.  1  washed  nut . 

Brazil  Block  . 

Jackson  Hill  and  Wcllston... 

Cannel  lump  . 

Smithing  . . . 

West  Virginia  splint  . . 

Gas  house  coke  . 


$6.30 

6.5.7 

6.55 

6.55 


$3.75 
3.25 
2.75 
3.00 
.  2.75 
3.25 
3.50 
.  3.00 
.  3  . 50 
.  4.75 
.  6.25 
.  4.50 
.  4.00 
.  4  50 
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William  B.  Hobby,  a  prominent  resident  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  who  had  been  in  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness  at  that  point  for  several  years,  died  at  his 
home  in  that  city  a  few  days  ago,  aged  seventy- 
three  years.  He  had  been  associated  in  business 
with  M.  J.  Gaffney  and  the  late  d'homas  J.  Pat¬ 
terson  in  the  coal  business,  but  severed  his  con¬ 
nection  with  the  firm  several  years  ago. 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


[July  8 


TIIK  BLACK  DIAMOND  IS  DUBLISII  ED  SATURDAY  OF  EACH  WEEK 
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Report  ol  Northwestern  Convention  Next  Week. 

Owing  to  the  failure  of  the  stenographer  at  the  convention  of 
the  Northwestern  Retail  Uoul  liealers’  Association  to  supply  hl> 
report  to  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND,  it  caonot  appear  till  next 
week.  It  is  with  extreme  regret  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND  makes 
this  announcement.  (The  Editor). 


Wonder  if  the  attitude  of  belligerency  of  the  contending  factions  among 
the  coal  dealers  of  Michigan  and  Indiana  will  not  soon  usurp  the  atten¬ 
tion  which  for  the  past  year  has  been  directed  at  Manchuria  and  the  Japan- 
ese-Russian  war? 

The  Prussian  diet  has  just  passed  a  law  preventing  owners  of  coal 
mines  from  shutting  down  their  operations  except  in  cases  where  they  may  be 
operated  only  at  a  loss.  This  law  wonld  work  in  pretty  well  in  the  United  States 
at  the  present  time.  If  all  the  mines  which  were  not  making  a  profit  to  the 
owners  were  closed  down  there  would  not  be  many  in  the  bituminous  fields  in 
operation. 

During  the  month  of  June  there  were  six  excursions  of  retailers  to 
mines  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  On  the  face  of  this  it  looks  as  if 
the  retailers  were  rapidly  entering  the  multi-millionaire  class,  as  the  papers 
wonld  have  ns  believe,  but  the  truth  is  that  most  of  these  excursions  were  a 


result  of  courtesies  extended  to  coal  dealers  by  railroad  corporations,  and 
did  not  require  the  expenditure  of  much  money  on  the  part  of  any  one  of 
the  guests,  'l  oo  much  can  not  be  said  in  favor  of  excursions  of  this  charac¬ 
ter.  They  broaden  the  minds  of  dealers,  who  naturally,  during  a  larger 
part  of  the  year,  are  surrounded  by  local  environment,  and  with  the  broaden¬ 
ing  influence  there  is  a  wider  education  as  to  practical  and  proper  business 
methods. 

The  Situation  In  Illinois. 

riic  coal  operators  and  miners  of  Illinois,  the  latter  part  of  last  week, 
decided  uixm  Judge  Gray,  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  as  the  fifth  arbitrator  to 
determine  who  shall  pay  the  expenses  of  the  shot-firers  in  this  state  until 
the  expiration  of  the  present  wage  contract.  This  arbitration  commission, 
consisting  of  the  umpire,  two  operators  and  two  miners,  began  its  sessions 
at  Wilmington,  Monday  of  this  week.  By  the  time  this  reaches  the  readers 
of  I  HE  Black  Diamond  it  Is  probable  a  decision  will  have  been  announced, 
riie  general  impression  among  the  leading  coal  operators  seems  to  be  that 
the  mines  will  be  in  operation,  again  within  a  few  days  and  that  there  will 
be  no  reminder  of  the  trouble  a  few  weeks  hence.  This  peaceful  adjust¬ 
ment  seems  to  meet  with  the  approval  of  both  sides  to  the  controversy,  and 
from  the  standpoint  of  the  public  at  large  it  certainly  must  be  gratifying, 
because  a  prolonged  strike  might  have  advanced  the  price  of  coal,  thereby 
increasing  the  cost  of  consumption. 

So  far,  during  the  progress  of  this  labor  trouble,  prices  of  bituminous 
coal  have  not  advanced  to  any  important  extent.  The  Indiana  product, 
which  is  taking  the  place  of  the  coal  which  should  be  mined  in  Illinois,  is 
a  few  cents  higher  than  it  was  several  weeks  ago,  but  the  average  cost  of 
all  descriptions  has  not  advanced  so  greatly  that  any  hardship  is  imposed 
upon  the  consumer. 

The  lockout  in  its  effect  upon  general  commercial  conditions,  however, 
has  been  beneficial.  Surplus  coal  of  all  descriptions  from^the  western  fields 
has  been  cleaned  up  in  the  Chicago  and  other  leading  markets,  with  the 
result  that  the  newly  mined  product,  when  it  is  shipped,  will  come  on  to  a 
bare  market.  During  the  past  week  there  has  been  no  Illinois  coal  offered 
in  the  open  market,  and  it  probably  will  be  several  days  following  resump¬ 
tion  at  the  mines  before  there  is  much  tonnage  available. 

The  present  condition  of  the  markets  affected  by  the  Illinois  lockout 
will  not  warrant  the  overshipment  of  bituminous  coal  from  any  other  field. 
During  times  of  labor  disturbances  operators  who  are  suffering  from  a  dull 
market  where  they  usually  dispose  of  their  coal  frequently  send  a  large 
tonnage  to  the  markets  affected  by  any  such  controversy.  The  trouble  in 
Illinois  will  be  of  such  short  duration,  and  having  occurred  at  the  period 
when  consumption  anyway  is  light,  will  not  afford  an  opening  for  in¬ 
creased  sales  of  Ohio,  West  Virginia  or  Pennsylvania  coals  in  the  west. 

This  should  be  borne  in  mind  by  all  the  eastern  shippers.  If  they  for¬ 
ward  to  Chicago  and  St.  Louisa  more  coal  than  is  called  for  on  orders  placed 
with  them,  it  will  have  a  disorganizing  influence.  Quite  to  the  contrary, 
however,  if  they  only  forward  regular  shipments,  these  western  markets  will 
soon  be  in  a  healthy  condition,  and  with  the  impetus  to  demand  furnished 
by  the  fall  buying,  which  will  commence  shortly,  should  continue  on  a 
healthy  and  satisfactory  basis  during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

.Association  and  Non* Association  Members. 

Thq  Black  Diamond  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  the  secretary  of  one 
of  the  leading  western  retail  coal  associations,  calling  attention  to  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  refusing  coal  on  the  part  of  dealers.  The  refusal  of  coal  upon  its 
arrival  at  destination  by  buyers  is  one  of  the  evils  of  the  industrj-.  Too 
much  criticism  can  not  be  passed  upon  the  dealer  or  the  consumer  who 
orders  a  carload  of  coal  forward  and  then,  because  he  has  received  supplies 
from  other  sources  in  the  meantime,  refuses  it  on  the  alleged  grounds  that 
it  is  not  of  the  quality  desired  or  for  some  other  alleged  reason.  The 
dealer  who  orders  a  carload  of  coal  or  several  carloads  to  his  yard,  and 
finds  upon  its  arrival  that  it  is  up  to  the  standard  and  according  to  the 
quality  which  he  bought,  ought  to  feel  in  duty  bound  to  accept  that  coal. 
A  strict  regard  for  the  rights  of  others  should  dictate  to  him  the  justice  of 
taking  it,  not  wholly  in  order  that  the  shipping  company  may  be  sure  of  its 
profit,  but  for  the  principal  reason  that  he  has  made  a  transaction  in  good 
faith  and  should  abide  by  the  terms  of  the  negotiations.  If  a  man  contracts 
to  buy  a  carload  of  coal,  and  that  contract  is  filled  to  the  letter  by  the  seller, 
even  if  he  can  save  a  nickel  a  ton  by  refusing  it,  it  seems  to  us  that  the  legal 
and  the  moral  obligation  should  be  sufficient  to  make  the  buyer  hold  to  the 
letter  of  his  obligation. 

This  brings  us  to  a  matter  of  considerable  importance.  At  the  recent 
retail  conventions  the  refusal  of  coal  was  one  of  the  subjects  which  was 
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freely  discussed,  shipping  companies  being  called  upon  to  tell  of  some  of 
the  abuses  that  have  grown  out  of  this  practice.  It  seems  from  investiga¬ 
tion  that  members  of  retail  associations  are  less  inclined  to  refuse  the  product 
than  those  w'ho  are  non-members.  The  investigations  conducted  by  the  secre¬ 
tary  referred  to  in  our  opening  paragraph  have  proved  this  conclusively. 
He  has  received  some  complaints  from  shipping  companies  as  to  refusals 
of  coal  and  has  sifted  these  to  the  bottom,  he  says,  finding,  with  a  few  ex¬ 
ceptions,  that  the  refusals  occurred  among  those  not  in  any  way  allied  with 
the  association  cause.  The  Black  Diamond  is  very  much  gratified  that 
it  is  able  to  place  these  facts  before  its  readers.  They  have  a  tendency  to 
prove  one  contention  we  have  always  made,  which  is  that  the  associating 
together  of  merchants  in  annual  meetings,  or’  at  various  times  during  the 
year,  where  they  interchange  ideas  and  methods  of  doing  business,  is  valuable, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  educational. 

Association  officials  are  in  a  position  to  remove  many  of  the  disagreeable 
features  of  doing  business  in  connection  with  the  industry,  and  they  will 
prove  their  efficiency  when  they  arrange  programs  for  annual  meetings  or 
conventions,  giving  attention  to  proper  business  methods,  the  morals  of 
business,  and  advocating  the  highest  principles.  The  retail  association 
should  not  stop  when  it  has  reduced  the  number  of  irregular  shipments  to 
the  minimum.  The  field  beyond  all  this  is  a  wide  one  and  relates  to  our 
whole  commercial  fabric.  If  the  association  promotes  business  morality  and 
business  integrity  it  will  not  only  be  enhancing  the  value  of  each  member¬ 
ship  and  bringing  the  coal  industry  up  to  the  highest  plane,  but  the  benefits 
will  accrue  to  the  commercial  world  at  large.  Sincerity  of  purpose  in  elevat¬ 
ing  our  standards  and  our  ideals  of  the  coal  business  will  accomplish  more 
for  the  trade  in  general  than  the  concentration  of  any  amount  of  force  to 
wring  concessions  for  retailers  from  those  with  whom  they  do  business. 

The  Northwestern  Convention. 

One  of  the  most  successful  meetings  of  the  retail  coal  dealers  held  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  few  weeks  was  that  of  the  Northwestern  Retail  Coal  Dealers’ 
Association  at  Duluth,  Minn.,  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday  of  last 
week.  This  convention  was  remarkably  successful  because  of  the  rapid 
growth  of  the  organization.  In  a  period  of  less  than  twelve  months  it  has 
increased  its  membership  129  per  cent.  It  now  has  enrolled  1,868  retail 
yards  in  Minnesota,  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota,  Iowa  and  Wisconsin. 
This  rapid  increase  in  membership  is  due  to  the  ability  and.  aggressive  work 
of  Secretary  G.  H.  Reeves,  who  seems  to  have  a  power  for  the  organization 
of  his  office  staff  and  field  force  which  brings  tangible  results  immediately. 
Northwestern  retail  coal  dealers  should  be  extremely  proud  of  the  growth 
of  their  association  during  the  past  year,  of  their  augmented  ranks,  includ¬ 
ing  among  its  membership  the  best  dealers  in  all  these  great  states,  and, 
particularly  of  the  ability  and  energy  of  their  secretary.  Without  question 
this  organization  stands  at  the  head  of  the  list. 

The  convention  was  notable  for  a  number  of  reasons,  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  of  which  is  found  in  connection  with  the  interest  displayed  by  those  pres¬ 
ent.-  Whenever  a  subject  was  up  for  discussion  there  were  a  number  of 
members  who  were  ready  to  debate  it,  bringing  out  many  new  ideas  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  topic,  which  of  necessity  shows  advancement,  as  the  dis¬ 
semination  of  thought  is  always  an  indication  of  progress.  Some  idea  of 
the  might  of  the  Northwestern  organization  and  its  importance  is  contained 
in  the  following  excerpt  from  the  Duluth  News-Tribune.  A  mighty  interest 
these  gentlemen  represent,  and  a  mighty  interesting  interest  to  the  north¬ 
western  people,  to  whom  coal  is  an  important  commodity  for  several  months 
in  the  year.” 

Few  people  appreciate  the  great  field  for  the  sale  and  consumption  of 
coal  in  the  northwest.  This  territory  is  rapidly  becoming  populous,  is  fertile 
in  resources  and  is  practically  without  coal  fields  of  its  own.  Like  the  New 
England  states  in  the  east,  it  must  depend  upon  adjacent  coal  producing 
states  for  its  supply.  Naturally,  therefore,  it  will  attract  more  and  more 
attention  as  it  increases  in  population  and  wealth,  and,  as  the  News-Tribune 
has  truthfully  said,  the  coal  dealers  of  that  territory  represent  a  mighty  in¬ 
terest,  which  must  not  be  ignored  nor  neglected.  , 

Do  Not  Be  Open  to  Suspicion. 

When  retail  coal  dealers  each  submit  similar  figures  for  supplying  coal 
on  public  contracts  they  lay  themselves  open  to  the  suspicion  that  a  com¬ 
bination  exists  among  them.  This  was  what  happened  in  Passaic,  N.  J. 
There  the  board  of  education  asked  for  bids,  and  when  they  were  opened  they 
were  identical.  A  member  of  the  board,  who  is  a  lawyer,  immediately 
drafted  resolutions  calling  upon  the  attorney  general  of  the  United  States  to 
begin  action  against  the  dealers  of  Passaic,  on  the  ground  that  they  were 
involved  in  an  illegal  combination  under  the  Sherman  anti-trust  act.  It 
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is  probable  that  the  matter  will  stop  here  and  that  there  will  be  no  prosecu¬ 
tions.  On  the  other  hand,  however,  coal  dealers  should  not  lay  themselves 
open  to  suspicion  in  the  present  state  of  the  public  mind,  because  in  some 
instances  an  active  county  prosecuting  official  might  make  them  expend  a 
considerable  sum  of  money  in  defending  themselves. 

Remove  the  Dominion  Duty. 

The  newspapers  in  Ontario  are  advocating  the  removal  of  the  Dominion 
tax  of  sixty-three  cents  a  ton  on  coal  imported  from  the  United  States  into 
that  province.  It  is  claimed  that  during  the  last  fiscal  year  4,252,.333  tons 
of  bituminous  coal  were  imported  into  Canada  from  the  fields  of  Ohio, 
Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia,  nearly  all  of  which  w’as  consumed  in 
Ontario.  The  duty  paid  to  the  Dominion  government  amounted  approxi¬ 
mately  to  $2, .500,000,  and  if  removed  would  enable  the  manufacturers  there 
to  produce  their  wares  and  merchandise  at  a  much  less  cost.  When  a  propo¬ 
sition  hits  the  pocketbook  the  man  who  is  affected  is  generally  sincere  in 
trying  to  remove  or  mitigate  it.  There  seems  to  be  no  question  as  to  the 
sincerity  of  Ontario  consumers  on  this  vital  point,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
they  will  succeed  in  their  efforts  to  secure  the  removal  of  this  duty,  not 
only  for  their  own  benefit,  but  for  the  benefit  of  the  bituminous  industry  in 
the  states.  Our  bituminous  producing  fields  are  the  natural  source  of  supply 
for  Ontario,  and  international  barriers  should  be  removed  whereveriiiossible 
to  bring  producers  and  consumers  closer  together,  providing  no  harm  shall 
be  done  to  any  one  else.  It  will  not  be  in  this  instance. 

Where  the  Unions  Went  Too  Far. 

Recently  The  Black  Diamond  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  union 
miners  in  Arkansas  refused  to  unload  a  carload  of  mining  machinery  be¬ 
cause  it  was  alleged  that  it  was  loaded  by  non-union  men  on  the  cars  in 
Chicago.  It  seems  that  the  final  controversy  over  this  matter  involved  an 
important  point  which  was  passed  upon  by  the  courts.  According  to  the 
Democrat,  of  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  the  matter  ended  in  the  complete  rout  of 
labor  unions.  In  a  recent  article  the  Democrat  says : 

“The  union  men  of  Spadra  refused  to  unload  a  carload  of  machinery 
that  had  been  loaded  in  Chicago  by  non-union  men,  and  when  the  Consoli¬ 
dated  Coal  Co.,  of  Johnson  county,  sent  to  Clarksville  for  men  to  unload 
the  car  they,  too,  were  induced  by  the  union  men  not  to  remove  the  machinery. 
In  desperation  the  coal  company  applied  to  Judge  Rogers,  of  the  federal 
court  at  Fort  Smith,  and  he  has  instructed  the  federal  grand  jury  to  indict 
every  man  implicated  in  a  refusal  to  unload  the  car  and  to  prevent  its  being 
unloaded  by  others.  Had  the  men  simply  refused  to  unload  it  themselves 
it  is  likely  that  they  could  not  have  been  reached  by  the  law,  but  inasmuch 
as  they  sought  to  prevent  others  from  doing  the  work  Judge  Rogers  has 
decided  that  their  act  was  a  violation  of  the  interstate  commerce  laws  and 
of  the  conspiracy  laws  dealing  with  interstate  commerce.” 

Example  of  Government  Ownership. 

Tennessee  is  furnishing  a  lesson  as  to  what  might  occur  under  gov¬ 
ernment  ownership  of  coal  mines.  This  state  owns  coal  properties  in  which 

it  furnishes  employment  to  its  convicts,  the  product  being  utilized  for  state 
purposes,  some  of  it  being  sold.  Recently  the  legislature  authorized  the 
buying  of  additional  coal  lands  and  the  development  of  new  mines.  The 
purchase  of  these  lands  is  the  bone  of  contention.  Various  operators  are  at 

work  to  promote  the  sale  of  lands  in  the  various  coal  fields  in  that  state, 

and  each  is  determined  that  the  purchase  shall  be  made  in  the  field  in  which 
he  is  a  landowner.  There  has  been  much  pulling  and  hauling,  and  the 
officials  authorized  to  make  the  purchase  seem  to  be  all  at  sea.  While  we 
do  not  know  that  political  favoritism  and  political  pulls  will  have  any  in¬ 
fluence  as  to  the  final  determination  of  these  officials,  yet  it  is  evident  that 
politics  is  a  strong  factor.  In  other  words,  the  government  ownership  of 
coal  mines  would  furnish  a  new  field  for  grafting  proclivities  on  the  part  of 
corrupt  officials,  which  ought  to  be  a  most  potential  argument  in  opposition 
to  the  state  ownership  theory  and  idea. 

Some  of  the  western  producers  of  coal  are  fearful  that  the  cool  sum¬ 
mer  may  result  in  a  mild  winter.  While  we  never  attempt  to  make  any 
predictions  as  to  future  weather  conditions,  it  seems  as  though  worry  on 
this  subject  was  useless,  because  the  chances  are  aliout  four  out  of  five  that 
we  will  have  a  cold  winter  in  the  north,  whether  we  have  a  warm  or  cool 
summer. 
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M[ew  England  Coal  Dealers’  Excursion  to  the  Mines. 


The  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  New 
luigland  held  its  first  annual  outing  and  excur¬ 
sion  to  the  anthracite  coal  regions,  commencing 
on  Tuesday,  June  twenty-seventh,  at  eight  o’clock 
a.  m.  from  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  continuing  up  to 
the  following  Friday  aRernoon,  when  the  party 
returned  to  New  York  city.  At  the  recent  annual 


Secretary  W.  R.  Batchelder. 


meeting  of  the  association  it  was  decided  to  ar¬ 
range  for  an  excursion  to  visit  the  coal  mines. 
A  general  interest  at  once  was  taken  by  the  mem¬ 
bership,  which  grew  to  such  proportions  that 
many  who  failed  to  advise  the  secretary  of  their 
intentions  until  after  all  arrangements  were  con¬ 
cluded  for  a  certain  number  to  attend,  were  not 
accepted  and  had  to  remain  at  home,  there  being 


of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.  a  special  train  for 
the  first  day’s  journey  to  the  mines  was  provided, 
including  luncheon  on  the  trip  and  a  sumptuous 
dinner  at  Glen  Summit  hotel  in  the  evening. 

The  various  contingents  of  the  association  ar¬ 
rived  by  the  various  lines  of  transportation  from 
tlie  east,  both  by  water  and  rail,  reaching  the 
point  of  departure  early  Tuesday  morning.  There 
was  only  one  laggard,  and  he  overslept  on  a 
Providence  Line  boat  and  had  to  follow  on  a 
later  train. 

FIrHt  Slop  Was  At  .Maucli  Chunk. 

The  party,  which  numbered  .'!20,  left  Jersey 
City  promptly  on  time  and  a  fast  run  was  made 
to  Mauch  Chunk,  Pa.,  where  two  hours  were 
spent  in  visiting  the  points  of  interest.  Through 
the  kindness  of  the  INlill  Creek  Coal  Co.  the  party 
was  taken  by  electric  cars  on  a  trip  over  the 
switchback  or  gravity  road,  and  from  there  over 
the  mountain  to  the  flag  pole,  a  distance  of  eigh¬ 
teen  miles.  Mr.  Kishbaugh,  general  sales  agent 
of  the  coal  company,  with  other  members  of  the 
company,  acted  as  escorts  while  here.  The  trip 
was  naturally  greatly  enjoyed,  owing  to  its  nov¬ 
elty  and  the  picturesque  scenery,  this  portion  of 
Pennsylvania  being  generally  known  as  the 
“Switzerland”  of  America.  From  here  the  party 
proceeded  to  the  Lehigh  and  Packer  coal  districts, 
where  the  No.  4  colliery  of  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Coal  Co.  was  visited.  Assistant  Superintendent 
E.  G.  Skeele,  brother  of  J.  W.  Skeele,  general 
sales  agent,  and  W.  R.  Evans,  New  England 
agent,  showed  the  party  the  various  points  of 
interest  about  this  plant,  which  is  one  of  the 
largest  and  best  producers  among  the  company’s 
collieries  in  that  district,  and  is  generally  desig¬ 
nated  by  the  name  “Old  Reliable.”  This  breaker, 
which  takes  the  coal  from  four  different  openings, 
has  a  capacity  of  oVer  S^OOO  tons  daily.  The  meth¬ 
ods  employed  in  this  plant  are  modern,  with  a 
view  to  securing  the  greatest  efficiency  in  the 
crushing  and  cleaning  of  the  product,  which  is  of 
a  very  high  standard  and  has  been  a  factor  in 
making  the  company’s  Lefiigh  coals  so  popular 
in  the  trade. 

Both  dry  and  wet  coals  are  prepared  at  this 
colliery,  permitting  the  guests  to  learn  of  the 


hauling  the  coal,  some  of  which  is  brought  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  two  miles.  The  great  economy  at  this 
mine  was  noticeable  owing  to  the  mechanical  ap¬ 
pliances  employed  to  make  the  entire  system 
operate  automatically  and  through  gravity.  The 
party  arrived  at  the  Glen  Summit  hotel  shortly 
before  six  in  the  evening  and  bore  a  strong  re¬ 


President  A.  G.  Humphrey. 


semblance  to  a  lot  of  hungry  “little  black  men” 
as  a  result  of  the  afternoon  trip  to  the  mines. 
They  were  soon  washed,  however,  and  ready  for 
the  dining  room,  where  a  bountiful  spread  had 
been  prepared  by  the  genial  host  of  the  company’s 
hotel,  so  satisfying  to  the  inner  man  and  essential 
to  his  welfare. 

The  charm  and  attraction  of  this  popular  sum- 
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no  accommodations  for  them.  This  excursion, 
which  will  be  a  memorable  one  to  the  dealers,  was 
made  possible  through  the  interest  shown  by  the 
anthracite  producing  companies  who  furnished 
the  necessary  transportation  equipment  to  carry 
out  the  program.  The  complete  success  of  the 
outing  was  almost  entirely  due  to  the  generous 
spirit  displayed  by  them.  Through  the  courtesy 


process  employed  in  each  case.  Special  attention 
was  directed  to  the  system  of  weighing  coal  in 
cars,  when  loaded,  showing  an  accuracy  of  weight 
as  to  gross,  tare  and  net  that  was  very  convinc¬ 
ing  to  those  who  were  interested.  Considerable 
time  was  spent  at  this  colliery  owing  to  its  many 
features  of  interest,  particularly  with  reference 
to  the  electric  power  generated  for  hoisting  and 


mer  resort  had  a  most  magnetic  influence  upon 
the  now  “little  white  men,”  and  it  was  decided 
to  make  a  change  in  the  itinerary  by  remaining 
at  t’ne  hotel  all  night  instead  of  going  to  Wilkes- 
barre  for  lodgment,  as  had  been  arranged.  Some 
twenty  members  of  the  party,  who  could  not  be 
accommodated  with  rooms,  owing  to  the  large 
number  to  be  supplied,  left  on  the  8 :46  train  for 
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Wilkesbarre  and  were  lost  by  the  special  tram 
until  Wednesday  evening,  when  they  again  met 
at  the  Scranton  hotel.  They  reported  that  on 
learning  of  their  presence  in  that  city  the  Lehigh 
&  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  anxious  to  show  them 
every  favor,  invited  them  to  visit  its  mines.  An 
engine  and  special  car  was  put  in  service  and 
several  mines  and  collieries  were  inspected.  They 
also  gave  glowing  descriptions  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  company  dined  and  entertained  them. 

Wednesday  was  the  day  devoted  to  the  mines 
of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  railroad, 
this  company,  through  its  kindness,  furnishing 
the  transportation  equipment  and  luncheon.  This 
will  ever  be  remembered  as  one  of  the  most  in¬ 
teresting  and  enjoyable  days  of  the  trip.  Col. 

R  A  Phillips,  general  superintendent  of  the 
mines  of  this  coi^pany ;  E.  M.  Rine,  superinten¬ 
dent  of  transportation.  Breaker  Superintendent 
Smith,  J.  H.  Abbott,  New  York  sales  agent; 

S.  G.  Memory,  line  sales  agent,  D.  N.  Rothermel, 
eastern  sales  agent,  and  Mr.  Loomis,  brother 
of  vice-president  Loomis  of  the  road,  joined 
the  party  at  Wilkesbarre  about  lOtOO  a.  m.  and 
gave  exclusive  attention  to  the  welfare  of  the 
dealers  during  the  entire  day. 

Visit  to  Lackawanna  Collieries. 

A  stop  was  made  at  the  Truesdale  breaker, 
named  after  the  president  of  the  company,  which 
has  been  under  construct'on  for  some  time  and 
is  expected  to  be  ready  for  operation  in  the  early 
fall.  When  completed  it  will  be  the  largest  and 
most  modern  plant  in  the  region.  _  It  has  a  height 
of  185  feet,  four  openings  comprising  two  shafts 
and  two  slopes  which  are  already  developed  to 
supply  the  large  production  necessary  to  supply 
the  five  to  six  thousand  tons  daily  which  the 
breaker  will  prepare  when  it  is  in  full  operation. 
The  feature  of  this  mine  is  in  the  handling  of 
the  coal  from  mines  to  breaker.  The  cars  are 
all  brought  to  one  central  point,  under  and  above 
ground,  where  the  coal  is  conveyed  by  electr  c 
haulage  and  gravity  to  a  receiving  pit,  from  which 
it  is  automatically  taken  by  steel  buckets  up  an 
inclined  plane  to  the  breaker.  The  shafts  which 
are  about  700  feet  deep  are  lined  with  cement  and 
expanded  metal,  as  is  also  the  receiving  pit.  The 
company  owns  an  extensive  tract  of  virgin  coal 
land  in  this  part  of  Hanover  township._  which 
includes  the  Bliss  and  Auchincloss  colheries,  the 
latter  having  a  depth  of  1,700  feet,  the  deepest 
in  the  anthracite  region.  The  power  plants  at  the 
new  colliery  have  been  constructed  on  a  suffi¬ 
ciently  large  scale  to  provide  necessary  electric 
power  or  steam  needed  at  these  mines. 

A-  tunnel  has  been  constructed  from  the  river 
under  the  power  plant  to  get  water  from  the 
stream  to  feed  the  three  turbines.  500  kdowatts 
each,  which  will  generate  the  electrical  power 
used  for  haulage,  lighting  the  mines,  breaker  and 
other  buildings.  The  steam  plant  for  hoisting 
the  coal  is  equally  efficient  and  has  a  capacity  of 
0,000  horsepower. 

At  Kingston,  the  Woodward  colliery  was  next 
visited,  which  pleased  the  dealers  very  much, 
especially  the  quality  of  the  coal  produced.  This 
breaker  has  a  monthly  and  annual  record  of  ton¬ 
nage  produced  exceeding  all  others  in  the  region, 
and  has  a  daily  capacity  of  about  4,000  tons. 
Luncheon  of  a  very  substantial  character  was 
then  served  the  guests  in  the  cars  of  the  train, 
and  the  party  proceeded  up  the  Keyser  valley 
to  the  new  power  plants,  car  shops,  repair  shops, 
blacksmith  shop,  etc.,  consisting  of  six  or  more 
substantial  brick  buildings  completed  about  the 
first  of  the  year,  where  all  the  repair  work  of 
the  railroad  ■and  mines  is  now  being  done,  as  is 
also  the  building  of  new  cars  for  the  mines.  The 
precision  and  economy  with  which  these  works 
are  operated  indicate  that  no  expen.se  was  spared 
in  their  equipment  and  construction.  Both  the 
electric  and  steam  power  plants  are  of  a  high 
capacity  ranging  respectively  from  4,000  to  5,000 
horsepower,  to  supply  the  fifteen  collieries  in 
operation  in  this  valley.  The  plants  are  run  al¬ 
most  entirely  by  an  automatic  system  requiring 
but  little  labor.  No  shovelers,  stockers  or  ash¬ 
men  are  needed  as  the  coal  is  provided  by  a  me¬ 
chanical  device  overhead  which  feeds  the  fire, 
operates  the  stoker  attachment  and  removes  the 
ashes.  A  new  idea  in  the  method  of  pumping  the 
water  from  the  mines  has  been  adopted  and  the 
machinery  was  operated  for  the  benefit  of  the 
guests.  It  consists  in  draining  the  water  off  from 


all  the  mines  to  one  point  from  which  it  is  hoist¬ 
ed  with  two  huge  buckets  containing  over  4,000 
gallons  or  eighteen  tons  of  water  each,  which 
operate  automatically,  when  one  is  hoisted  the 
other  descends  to  the  bottom.  The  water  purnped 
out  is  run  into  a  large  basin,  prepared  especially 
for  this  purpose,  from  which  it  is  carried  by  a 
series  of  troughs,  leading  to  the  different  col¬ 
lieries  for  use  in  the  generating  of  steam  at  the 
boiler  plants.  This,  system  will  replace  about 
seventy-five  pumps  that  are  now  used  for  keep¬ 
ing  the  mines  dry  and  will  reduce  the  cost  on  this 
item  of  expense  in  the  mining  of  coal  from  about 
six  cents  per  ton  to  less  than  one  cent. 

In  the  evening  a  meeting  of  the  association  was 
arranged  to  be  held  in  the  auditorium  of  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  building  in 
Scranton,  where  the  party  had  arrived  at  5:00 
p.  m.  The  purpose  of  the  meeting  was  to  dis¬ 
cuss  matters  relating  to  the  courtesy  of  those  in¬ 
terests  which  so  kindly  and  generously  assisted 
the  association  in  making  the  excursion  a  suc¬ 
cess  and  the  best  method  of  showing  hearty  ap¬ 
preciation  of  these  efforts.  Mayor  Alex.  T.  Con¬ 
nell  had  been  invited  to  make  a  speech  and  other 
addresses  were  also  to  be  given.  The  meeting 
was  called  to  order  by  President  F.  G.  Humphrey, 
of  the  association,  who,  after  making  some  brief 


remarks,  suggested  the  appointrnent  of  a  commit¬ 
tee  to  frame  a  series  of  resolutions  for  adoption 
tendering  thanks  for  the  splendid  manner  in  which 
the  dealers  had  been  entertained  on  the  trip.  The 
motion  was  amended  that  the  officers  and  execu¬ 
tive  committee  should  be  empowered  to  do  this 
instead  of  a  committee  of  three.  This  was  unan¬ 
imously  carried. 

A  resolution  was  also  adopted  upon  the  death 
of  one  of  the  members,  W.  C.  Mason,  of  Hart¬ 
ford,  Conn. 

Address  of  Welcome  At  Scranton. 

As  the  mayor  was  out  of  town  and  could  not 
be  present  the  members  of  the  association  were 
welcomed  by  C.  S.  Seamans,  secretary  of  the 
board  of  trade!  He  apologized  for  the  mayors 
inability  to  be  present  and  then  read  the  following 

from  his  honor ;  _  ,  a  ■ 

Gentlemen  of  the  Retail  Coal  Dealers  Associa¬ 
tion  of  the  New  England  States:  It  gives  me 
special  pleasure  to  welcome  to  our  city  a  body  of 
gentlemen  engaged  in  the  marketing  of  the  par¬ 
ticular  commodity  on  which  the  wealth  and  pros¬ 
perity  of  our  city  and  valley  is  based. 

“V\fhile  your  efforts  are  directed  toward  the 
selling  of  anthracite  coal,  I  do  not  doubt  but  that 
to  many  of  you  the  home  of  coal  is  somewhat  of 
an  unknown  land.  We  want  you  to  know  us 
better  before  you  leave,  and  carry  back  with  you 
to  your  New  England  homes  the  good  impressions 
of  our  hustling  city,  which  we,  with  all  modesty, 
think  we  deserve. 


“As  I  have  had  to  remind  other  visitors  in  the 
past,  Scranton,  while  more  largely  given  over  to 
coal  mining  than  to  any  other  single  industrj-, 
is  by  no  means  devoted  to  or  dependent  on  this 
business  alone.  Within  our  twenty  square  miles 
of  area  you  will  find  as  great  a  diversity  of 
industries  as  are  encountered  in  any  other  city 
of  similar  proportions,  and,  while  your  visit  here 
at  this  time  pertains  particularly  to  the  coal  trade, 
I  hope  you  will  also  find  opportunity  to  acquaint 
yourselves  with  some  of  our  other  great  indus¬ 
tries. 

“A  fact  which  may  surprise  many  of  you  is 
that  Scranton’s  foundations  were  laid  not  on  the 
production  of  coal,  but  on  the  manufacture  of 
iron,  and  in  our  earliest  days  the  mining  of  coal 
was  only  incidental  to  the  preparation  of  iron  for 
the  market.  Latterly,  Scranton  has  ceased  to  be 
an  iron  producing  city,  but  meanwhile  the  influx 
of  new  industries  has  caused  the  city  to  advance 
in  industrial  importance  way  beyond  its  state 
during  the  best  days  of  the  iron  trade. 

“Lackawanna  county,  of  which  Scranton  is  the 
metropolis,  while  comparatively  small  in  area, 
is  in  wealth  and  population  one  of  the  greatest 
counties  in  the  great  commonwealth  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  About  20,000,OOQ  tons  of  anthracite  are 
taken  from  under  its  surface  every  year,  and 


about  30,000  miners  are  employed  in  the  industry 
in  this  city  and  valley. 

Growth  Has  Been  Rapid. 

“Our  growth  has  been  rapid  and  yet  substan¬ 
tial;  and  while  coal  mining  remains  our  great 
occupation,  yet  the  establishment  of  many  varied 
industries  has  made  us  more  independent  of  the 
coal  business  than  any  other  city  or  town  in  the 
anthracite  field.  This  has  been  conclusively 
proved  at  times  of  protracted  idleness  in  the 
mines,  when  the  mercantile  interests  were  able 
to  continue  business  without  serious  embarrass¬ 
ment. 

“The  mining  of  anthracite  was  not  undertaken 
as  early  in  Scranton  as  in  other  parts  of  the  field. 
It  was  not  until  after  1840  that  any  coal  was 
mined  here,  while  farther  up  the  valley,  at  Car- 
bondale,  it  became  a  considerable  industry  several 
years  prior  to  that  time.  The  construction  of  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  railroad  in  the 
fifties  gave  a  great  impetus  to  the  mining  business. 
For  many  years  subsequent  to  the  discovery  of 
anthracite  on  the  Mauch  Chunk  mountain,  in  1791, 
its  value  as  a  fuel  product  was  not  appreciated, 
and  the  efforts  and  struggles  of  the  few  men  of 
tliat  early  time  (who  did  understand  its  value), 
to  secure  its  introduction  as  a  substitute  for  wood, 
constitutes  one  of  the  most  interesting  chapters 
in  the  early  industrial  liistory  of  the  country. 

“The  relatively  small  area  covered  by  the  an¬ 
thracite  field  as  compared  to  the  wide  domain 
of  bituminous  coal  and  its  superlative  advantages 
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as  a  domestic  fuel,  have  lent  to  these  regions  an 
industrial  individuality  which  is  as  thoroughly 
understood  by  us  wlu)  live  here  as  by  the  outside 
world,  and  the  increasing  value  of  our  great  nat¬ 
ural  wealth  is  so  keenly  realized  that  the  effort 
is  being  constantly  put  forth  to  save  and  econo¬ 
mize  in  every  <letail  of  its  mining  and  manufac¬ 
ture.  'I'he  washing  of  coal  and  the  utilization  of 
the  smaller  sizes,  neither  of  which  was  done  hut 
a  few  years  years  ago,  is  a  manifestation  of  this 
idea  which  now  generally  prevails  in  the  coal 
industry.” 

J.  fieorge  Eiscle,  of  the  Delaware  &  Hudson 
Co.,  newly  elected  general  coal  sales  agent,  was 
introduced  by  the  chairman.  JIc  referred  to  his 
promotion  and  explained  that  a  member  present 
desired  that  he  speak  to  them.  He  stated  that  it 
was  certainly  an  honor  to  address  such  a  body 
of  business  men  who  were  charged  with  the  re¬ 
sponsible  duty  of  disposing  of  anthracite  in  the 
New  England  states,  which  formed  one  of  the 
best  and  largest  markets  in  the  country.  During 
his  connection  with  the  Delaware  &  Iludson  Co. 
for  the  past  thirty-one  years,  no  matter  what  posi¬ 
tion  he  held,  he  had  always  met  with  the  utmost 
courtesy  from  the  agents  and  buyers.  It  was 
refreshing  to  meet  them  and  the  meeting  was 
always  a  profitable  one.  They  were  men  of  wide 
experience,  having  ever  an  eye  for  business.  He 
cordially  invited  them  to  the  city  of  Scranton, 
his  home,  and  said  he  trusted  that  their  visit 
would  be  both  pleasant  and  instructive. 

Dealers  Express  Their  Appreciation. 

Vice-President  George  H.  Cooper,  on  behalf 
of  the  association,  thanked  the  various  companies 
for  the  bountiftd  manner  in  which  they  had  been 
entertained.  The  Lackawanna  company,  the  Le¬ 
high  Valley  Coal  Co.,  the  Delaware  &  Hudson, 
and  the  Erie,  he  said,  had  proved  themselves  most 
royal  hosts. 

Vice-President  Loomis,  of  the  Lackawanna,  had 
been  most  courteous  and  painstaking  in  arranging 
for  the  comfort  of  the  dealers,  he  said,  while  the 
general  superintendent,  Col.  R.  A.  Phillips,  had 
spent  the  entire  day  with  them  and  sought  to 
provide  for  their  wants  in  every  particular.  They 
were  also  greatly  indebted  to  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  Co.,  which  offered  them  free  transpor¬ 
tation  to  any  point  on  its  system,  and  also  to 
Mr.  Eisele  for  his  presence  among  them. 

Treasurer  C.  H.  Halstead,  of  Springfield,  Mass., 
also  made  a  brief  address  speaking  of  the  finan¬ 
cial  condition  of  the  association  and  its  splendid 
progress.  The  feature,  possibly,  of  greatest  in¬ 
terest  at  the  meeting  was  the  half  dozen  selections 
rendered  by  the  William  Connell  Glee  Club,  or 
the  ‘‘Welsh  Miners,”  as  they  are  more  popularly 
known. 

Thursday  was  Delaware  &  Hudson  and  Erie 
day,  and  the  association  became  their  guests  on 
a  trip  to  the  mines.  Leaving  Scranton  at  9 :00 
o’clock  over  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  and  Erie 
roads,  the  party  proceeded  in  high  expectation 
of  a  trip  underground  in  a  mine  and  later  arrived 
at  the  Forest  City  colliery,  owned  by  the  Hillside 
Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  of  which  Williams  &  Peters,  of 
New  York  city,  are  sales  agents. 

Trip  Below  at  Forest  City  Colliery. 

Those  who  desired  to  enter,  and  most  of  them 
did  desire  to  do  so,  were  taken  by  guides  in  cer¬ 
tain  numbers  down  a  slope  where  they  saw  the 
coal  mined  and  a  shot  fired  to  loosen  it.  After¬ 
ward  they  were  returned  by  a  mine  cage  to  the 
surface.  They  were  then  taken  on  a  trip  to  Fair- 
view  in  order  to  gain  a  view  from  the  tower  of 
the  Moosic  mountains.  The  Erie  railroad  acted 
as  host  in  serving  a  fine  lunch,  while  the  after¬ 
noon  was  spent  in  a  game  of  base  ball,  made  up 
of  young  men  among  the  party — which  proved  a 
very  interesting  and  strenuous  game.  The  result 
was  a  score  of  5  to  4  in  favor  of  the  Pittstons, 
the  Lackawannas  losing.  Returning  to  the  Hotel 
Jermyn  about  6:00  o’clock  on  Friday  they  again 
became  guests  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western,  leaving  in  a  special  train  at  10  :25  a.  m. 
and  were  entertained  and  dined  at  the  famous 
Delaware  Water  Gap,  where  a  stop  of  two  hours 
was  made. 

On  arriving  here  the  guests  were  taken  to  the 
Hotel  Kittatinning,  beautifully  located  on  the  side 
of  the  mountain  overlooking  the  Delaware  river, 
where  dinner  was  served  in  the  large  dining  room 
and  on  the  wide  verandas,  which  was  greatly 


appreciated  by  the  guests.  At  two  o’clock  the 
party  left  for  New  York,  the  trip  to  Hoboken 
being  made  in  good  time,  the  distance  of  eighty- 
eight  miles  being  covered  in  one  hour  and  fifty 
minutes.  Both  Air.  Memory  and  Mr.  Abbott,  of 
the  Lackawanna,  who  remained  with  the  party 
during  all  the  last  three  days  of  the  trip,  endeared 
themselves  very  much  .to  every  member  by  their 
genial  fellowshii)  and  kind  attention,  insuring  the 
guests  the  utmost  comfort  and  pleasure,  which 
largely  contributed  to  making  the  excursion  the 
complete  success  that  it  was. 

A  feature  of  the  dinner  given  at  the  Delaware 
Water  Gap  was  the  presentation  of  a  valuable 
diamond  mounted  gold  scarf  pin  to  W.  R. 
Hatchelder,  secretary  of  the  Retail  Coal  Dealers’ 
Association  of  the  New  England  States,  by  a  cir¬ 
cle  of  friends,  who  in  this  way  gave  evidence 
that  they  fully  appreciated  his  interest  and  labors 
in  connection  with  the  development  of  the  organ¬ 
ization  and  arrangements  for  the  e.xcursion.  Mr. 
Tevis  made  the  presentation  speech,  to  which  Mr. 
Hatchelder  most  feelingly  responded  and  thanked 
his  associates  for  the  kindness  shown  him.  A 
second  presentation  was  made  to  Vice-President 
G.  H.  Cooper  for  the  able  and  devoted  way  in 
which  he  has  given  his  time  to  association  work, 
resulting  in  much  good  therefrom.  He  responded 
briefly,  thanking  his  friends  for  this  demonstra¬ 
tion  of  appreciation.  The  gift  was  a  heavy  gold 
ring  mounted  with  an  amethyst.  The  sales  agents 
and  representatives  of  the  different  coal  and  rail¬ 
road  companies  and  the  wholesale  houses  known 
as  the  white  ribbon  crowd  who  were  the  guests 
of  the  association  on  this  excursion,  availed  them¬ 
selves  of  the  opportunity  when  dinner  was  served 
and  the  members  were  all  present  to  tender  a 
vote  of  thanks  at  the  splendid  manner  in  which 
they  had  been  entertained  on  the  trip.  C.  L. 
Clark,  of  the  Benedict  &  Pardee  Co.,  of  New 
Haven,  made  the  address  of  appreciation. 

The  resolution  of  thanks  drafted  by  the  officers 
and  executive  committee  were  as  follows : 

To  Our  Hosts:  The  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co. 
and  Railroad  Co.;  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  railroad ;  the  Erie  Railroad  and  Wil¬ 
liams  &  Peters,  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Co.  and 
the  Mill  Creek  Coal  Co. : 

‘‘The  members  of  the  Retail  Coal  Association  of 
the  New  England  States,  who  have  been  your 
guests  from  June  twenty-seventh  to  thirtieth  in¬ 
clusive,  on  their  first  annual  outing  to  Mauch 
Chunk,  Wilkesbarre  and  Scranton,  desire  to  ten¬ 
der  you  their  most  cordial  and  hearty  thanks  for 
the  many  courtesies  extended  us  and  we  trust 
that  signatures  hereto  inscribed  will  evidence  our 
full  appreciation  of  your  good  will  and  interest 
in  behalf  of  our  association.” 

All  the  members  signed  this  resolution  and  it 
is  proposed  to  have  it  photographed  and  a  copy 
sent  to  those  named  as  hosts. 

The  excursion  which  gave  so  much  enjoyment 
to  those  attending  has  given  an  impetus  to  this 
organization  which,  in  its  enthusiasm  to  better 
and  enlarge  its  scope  of  operation,  should  result 
in  much  good  being  accomplished. 

Excursion  Notes, 

W.  J.  Garvin,  of  Winsted,  Conn.,  representing 
Madeira,  Hill  &  Co.,  says  he  enjoyed  himself 
immensely,  which  undoubtedly  is  true,  as  he  was 
very  popular  with  the  boys. 

A.  C.  Gardner  and  H.  W.  Hitchcock,  both  rep¬ 
resenting  William,  Wells  &  Co.,  of  New  Haven, 
were  among  the  popular  members  of  the  party 
and  seemed  to  know  most  of  the  dealers. 

W.  A.  Clark,  of  Northampton,  Mass.,  was  there 
all  the  time  and  his  services  were  always  in  de¬ 
mand  when  anything  was  doing.  Mr.  Clark  is 
one  of  the  popular  young  men  in  the  trade. 

F.  W.  Pray,  of  the  Barfield  &  Proctor  Coal 
Co.,  Boston,  had  a  cinch  on  the  Jermyn  Hotel 
rooms,  which  were  liberally  distributed  among  his 
friends,  though  possibly  to  the  discomfort  of 
the  late  comer. 

E.  H.  Heminway,  of  W.  C.  Mason  &  Co.,  at 
Hartford,  Conn.,  was  the  life  of  the  party  and 
most  genial  company.  Knowing  practically  all 
the  dealers  and  the  coal  regions  as  well,  he  was 
of  great  service  in  the  entertainment  of  his 
friends. 

A.  P.  Day,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  has  unquestioned 
oratorical  powers,  if  the  boys  had  only  given  him 


a  chance  to  display  his  ability.  There  was  a 
story  in  connection  with  his  tale  which  was 
worthy  of  an  audience,  had  it  occurred  under 
different  circumstances. 

hrank  H.  Johnston,  president  and  treasurer 
of  the  City  Coal  &  Wood  Co.,  New  Britain, 
Conn.,  rendered  able  service  on  the  executive 
committee,  possessing  much  ability  which  he  has 
splendidly  demonstrated  by  the  development  of 
his  large  coal  interests  in  New  Britain. 

W.  R.  Wood,  president  of  the  West  End  Coal 
Co.,  was  the  raconteur  of  the  party,  though  not 
an  Irishman  by  birth,  yet  he  could  imitate  the 
blarney  to  perfection.  Born  in  this  country,  he 
saw  much  of  the  western  life  and  settled  down 
in  Meriden,  Conn.,  where  he  is  doing  a  fine  busi¬ 
ness  in  coal. 

Coney  Island  was  quite  an  attraction  to  many 
of  the  returning  members  on  their  arrival  in 
New  York.  The  writer  had  occasion  to  direct 
a  large  number  of  visitors  to  that  famous  place 
and  it  is  understood  that  some  did  not  reach 
home  until  early  in  the  week,  evidently  enjoying 
their  prolonged  visit. 

Charles  E.  Halstead,  treasurer  of  the  associa¬ 
tion,  Springfield,  Mass.,  was  one  of  the  most 
active  on  the  arrangement  committee,  as  he  also 
is  in  the  affairs  of  the  association.  He  is  one  of 
the  prominent  men  of  Springfield.  When  among 
his  business  associates  he  is  looked  upon  as  the 
wheel-horse,  equal  to  any  emergency. 

A  quartet  furnished  the  music  en  route,  which 
was  of  a  character  to  instil  interest  and  en¬ 
thusiasm  and  there  was  no  possibility  of  any 
suffering  from  ennui  while  within  the  sound  of 
the  music.  W.  R.  Berry,  of  Benedict,  Downs  & 
Co.,  of  New  Haven,  accompanied  the  singers 
with  a  French  horn  in  an  able  manner. 

The  Mill  Creek  Coal  Co.  proved  a  most  royal 
host  in  providing  a  trip  over  the  switch  back 
and  gravity  road,  so  splendidly  entertaining  the 
guests  that  it  was  difficult  to  get  them  to  leave. 
Many  of  them  remained  long  after  the  schedule 
time.  W.  Kishbaugh,  general  sales  agent  of  the 
company,  accompanied  the  party  on  the  trip. 

Twelve  new  members  were  enrolled  at  the 
meeting  held  at  Scranton,  as  a  result  of  their 
participation  in  the  excursion.  President  Hum¬ 
phrey  says  they  will  gather  in  at  least  one  hun¬ 
dred  new  members,  not  only  from  those  attend¬ 
ing,  but  among  those  who  remained  at  home, 
when  they  hear  the  report  made  by  the  organiza¬ 
tion.  This  certainly  is  an  inspiration  to  continue 
the  good  work  and  increa,se  the  membership  to 
a  point  where  the  association  shall  become  a 
power  for  good. 

It  was  gratifying  to  see  how  the  sales  agents 
of  the  companies  and  wholesale  houses  turned 
out  upon  the  invitation  tendered  them.  Their 
full  attendance  showed  a  high  appreciation  of 
the  ab'lity  of  the  New  England  coal  trade  to  en¬ 
tertain,  and  much  good  should  result,  even  to  the 
extent  of  increased  orders,  from  this  closer  fel¬ 
lowship.  Every  New  York  house  doing  business 
throughout  that  territory  was  not  only  repre¬ 
sented,  but  by  the  best  men  available,  who  gave 
up  their  entire  time  to  making  the  trip  a  success. 

Much  credit  is  due  Secretary  W.  R.  Batchelder, 
of  Boston,  who  had  the  burden  of  all  the  details 
of  the  arrangements  of  the  excursion,  the  making 
of  the  schedule  and  itinerary  of  the  trip  and  its 
proper  execution  en  route.  He  was  the  busiest 
man  in  the  party,  always  alert  to  the  wants  of 
members,  keeping  him  up  late  and  out  early  in 
the  morning,  and  allowing  him  but  few  hours 
rest.  With  all  this  attention  rendered  necessary 
to  the  complete  success  of  the  occasion,  he  never 
tired,  apparently,  or  lagged  in  his  duties,  for 
which  he  deserves  the  commendation  of  every 
one  present  on  the  outing. 

The  statement  of  coal  and  coke  originating  on 
the  Pennsylvania  railroad  lines  east  of  Pittsburg 
and  Erie  for  the  week  ending  June  twenty-fourth. 


1903,  is  as  follows : 

190.5  1905  1904 

Week  ending  Year  to  Year  to 

Short  tons  Tune  24  Tune  24  Tune  25 

.\nthracite  .  90.793  2,251.232  2.139.479 

Bituminous .  55,759  13.356.147  12.864,786 

Coke  . 207.241  5,268.066  4.144,345 


Total  . 859,793  20,875,445  19,148,610 
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Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East 


Office  of  T he  Black  Diamond, 
New  York  City,  July  6. 

The  anthracite  market,  which  up  to  a  week  or 
two  ago  has  been  so  active  since  April  first,  was 
dull  the  past  week,  the  change  being  almost  re¬ 
markable  in  its  character  from  one  extreme  to 
the  other.  This  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  how¬ 
ever,  when  the  season  of  the  year  is  considered 
in  connection  with  the  large  tonnage  already 
shipped  to  market,  and  the  fact  that  everybody  is 
now  more  or  less  devoting  some  time  to  vaca¬ 
tions,  while  the  Fourth  of  July  intervening  just 
at  this  stage  caused  the  usual  exodus  from  the 
cities  and  centers  of  population,  leaving  few  to  at¬ 
tend  to  the  current  needs  of  the  trade,  which,  as 
a  consequence,  are  small.  While  the  needs  of 
buyer  are  not  yet  fully  supplied,  and  will  require 
a  considerable  tonnage  of  coal  before  the  fall 
demand  sets  in  to  replenish  stocks,  the  trade 
for  the  time  being  is  contented  with  the  coal 
on  hand  and  temporarily  is  taking  things  easy. 
That  the  reduction  in  the  discount  on  anthracite, 
ten  cents,  on  July  first,  making  the  figures  for 
delivery  during  the  current  month,  f.  o.  b.  the 
New  York  harbor  shipping  ports  $4.55  for 
broken,  $4.80  for  egg,  stove  and  chestnut,  offer 
less  inducement  for  purchase,  affects  the  de¬ 
mand,  is  generally  appreciated  by  the  producing 
companies.  The  latter,  in  most  instances,  have 
made  preparation  to  close  down  their  collieries 
for  such  periods  as  will  permit  of  the  absorption 
of  the  coal  in  cars.  The  Reading,  Jersey  Central 
and  Lehigh  Valley  companies  closed  their  opera¬ 
tions  for  the  entire  week,  commencing  July  third. 
The  Susquehanna  Coal  Co.  and  the  Ontario  & 
Western  collieries  were  suspended  during  the 
first  three  days  of  the  week,  resuming  operations 
again  on  Thursday.  Notices  have  been  posted 
at  the  Boston  colliery  of  the  Delaware  &  Hud¬ 
son  Co.  that  there  will  be  no  more  work  there 
until  further  notice,  as  the  colliery  is  to  be  shut 
down  for  repairs.  This  is  also  true  of  operations 
of  other  companies.  Where  an  absolute  shut¬ 
down  does  not  occur  they  are  closing  such  col¬ 
lieries  as  need  overhauling  or  repairs,  while  the 
trade  is  slack,  in  order  to  bring  the  efficiency  of 
the  mines  up  to  a  point  to  meet  the  heavier  de¬ 
mands  of  the  fall  and  winter  trade. 

All  Anthracite  Markets  Are  Dull. 

The  various  markets  in  their  present  dullness 
indicate  that  there  will  be  no  material  revival  of 
business  for  at  least  six  weeks  to  come,  and  the 
present  status,  with  slight  changes,  is  likely  to 
continue  for  this  period.  The  orders  that_  are 
coming  forward  from  the  consuming  territory 
are  not  urgent,  but  are  barely  sufficient  to  absorb 


the  coal  arriving  at  the  shipping  ports,  though 
relief  will  now  be  given  at  these  ports  with  the 
restriction  of  the  output. 

Here  and  there  orders  still  are  unfilled,  and 
in  some  cases  not  more  than  fifty  per  cent  of 
the  tonnage  ordered  has  been  received  up  to  this 
time,  though  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  sea¬ 
son  no  one  is  urging  forward  deliveries,  _  while 
some  prefer  to  take  coal  later,  not  wishing  to 
incur  the  expense  at  present. 

This  applies  more  particularly  to  portions  of 
the  all-rail  trade,  where  difficulties  of  shipment 
through  lack  of  cars  or  transportation  on  for¬ 
eign  roads  made  it  impossible  to  get  the  coal 
forward  earlier. 

The  market  generally  is  very  strong  and  a 
firm  tone  is  maintained.  This  is  evident  from 
the  reports  of  the  selling  companies  to  the  effect 
that  collections  were  never  better  nor  more 
prompt  than  they  have  been  this  year,  with  iio 
weak  features  to  characterize  the  situation.  Un¬ 
questionably  the  entire  retail  trade  never  has 
proved  more  profitable  than  during  the  last  few 
years,  and  with  a  fixed  basis  of  costs  to  work 
upon  conservatively  this  industry  has  grown 
greatly  in  strength  and  importance.  The  steam 
sizes  continue  quiet,  which,  however,  is  usual 
during  the  dull  season  of  the  year. 

The  closing  down  of  the  washeries  for  which 
there  was  no  need,  is  helping  this  market,  and 
accumulations  at  the  moment  are  not  excessive. 

Atlantic  Bituminous  Trade  Is  Quiet. 

The  Atlantic  seabord  bituminous  trade  is  little 
changed  from  the  occasion  of  the  last  report. 
The  holidays  occurring  this  week  has  resulted 
in  many  shipping  agents  leaving  town.  Business 
for  the  time  being,  therefore,  is  out  of  the  ques¬ 
tion.  Some  localities  in  the  trade  agreed  among 
themselves  to  close  on  Monday,  July  third,  thus 
practically  taking  four  days  away  from  their 
offices.  This  has  had  a  tendency  to  accentuate 
the  quiet  condition  prevailing  and  less  than  the 
usual  volume  of  business  has  been  transacted. 
The  railroads,  in  preparing  for  their  holiday 
rush  of  passenger  business,  brought  into  the  ship¬ 
ping  ports  considerable  coal,  but  shippers  were 
prepared  for  this  and  no  accumulations  of  any 
moment  occurred,  due  to  the  close  supervision  of 
the  railroads,  which  has  made  shippers  alert  in 
moving  coal  as  it  arrives. 

Export  trade  remains  quiet  and  is  controlled, 
to  a  great  extent,  by  the  rates  prevailing  on 
ocean-going  vessels.  It  is  thought  the  market 
will  not  suffer  with  an  oversupply  of  coal,  as 
the  mines  are  generally  working  on  less  time  and 
operators  are  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  the 
Fourth,  the  miners  taking  a  few  days  off  from 


work,  which  will  reduce  the  tonnage  accordingly. 
'I'he  question  of  the  loading  and  discharging 
clauses  in  the  chartering  of  vessels  and  their  en¬ 
forcement  by  the  association  is  anparently  being 
settled  along  the  lines  of  least  resistance  in  mak¬ 
ing  current  charters.  At  the  Virginia  cape  ports, 
where  delays  are  apt  to  occur,  the  loading  and 
discharging  clause  generally  is  required,  but  at 
other  loading  ports,  where  the  dispatch  in  load¬ 
ing  vessels  is  more  prompt,  these  clauses  are  not 
enforced,  and  in  all  but  exceptional  cases  the 
result  is  beneficial  to  the  shipper.  This  method 
of  handling  the  situation  has  rather  favored  ves¬ 
sels  in  that  they  have  remained  in  service,  there 
being  sufficient  business  at  the  low  rates  to  make 
it  unnecessary  to  tie  them  up  less  than  usual, 
with  better  net  returns  to  the  owners  in  the  ag¬ 
gregate. 

Vessel  Kates  Should  Be  Higher. 

It  is,  nevertheless,  to  be  regretted  that  rates 
for  the  larger  class  of  vessels  to  points  around 
the  cape  have  gone  to  such  a  low  level,  but  it  is 
believed  that  the  coal  trade,  fundamentally,  would 
prefer  to  s.ee  five  or  ten  cents  added  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  rates  of  freight.  The  one  good  feature  of 
the  low  rates,  however,  is  that  it  induces  busi¬ 
ness  at  this  time  which  would  otherwise  not  de¬ 
velop  until  the  fall,  tiding  over  both  the  vessel 
and  the  coal  trade  to  this  extent  during  the  dull 
season. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  is  quiet  and  consumers 
show  a  disinclination  to  take  on  more  coal,  while 
shippers  are  afraid  to  ship  to  market.  Along  the 
sound  the  demand  is  showing  a  disposition  to 
slow  up.  making  trade  rather  slack.  In  New 
York  harbor  trade  is  quite  dull,  with  orders  bare¬ 
ly  sufficient  to  provide  for  shipments  from  the 
mines.  The  all-rail  business  shows  little  change 
and  regular  shipments  are  going  forward  on 
contract  orders,  while  transient  trade  -keeps  up 
fairly  well. 

Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  good  and 
the  exigencies  of  the  holiday  do  not  seem  to 
have  had  much  effect  in  delaying  them.  The  car 
supply  is  up  to  all  demands,  except,  in  specific 
cases,  for  good  reasons  it  is  curtailed.  In  the 
coastwise  vessel  market  large  vessels  are  in  good 
supply  and  the  smaller  class  is  increasing  in 
number. 

We  quote  current  rates  of  freight  from  Phila¬ 
delphia  as  follows :  Boston,  Salem  and  Port¬ 
land,  65c;  Providence,  New  Bedford  and  the 
sound,  55c;  Lynn,  85@90c ;  Newburyport,  85c; 
Portsmouth  and  Bath,  70c ;  Saco,  95c  and  towage ; 
Gardiner,  90c  and  towage ;  Bangor,  80@85c.  New 
York  harbor  rates  to  around  the  cape  are  55@ 
60c. 


Market  }fews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  July  6. —  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — There  has  been  the  usual  holiday  quiet, 
resultant  from  the  closing  of  the  mines  to  en¬ 
able  the  miners  to  celebrate,  and  comparatively 
little  business  has  been  transacted.  Another  re¬ 
duction  of  discount  of  ten  cents  a  ton  on  July 
first,  as  revealed  by  the  new  circular,  has  also 
given  the  trade  another  dash  of  cold  water.  This 
applies  only  to  the  anthracite  dealers.  Possibly 
the  week’s  vacation  enjoyed  by  the  producers 
will  not  have  a  serious  effect,  for  the  demand 
just  now  has  become  very  moderate.  Although 
there  was  a  reported  lethargy  in  the  lake  trade 
during  June,  total  shipments  for  the  month  of 
June  are  shown  by  the  record  as  being  compara¬ 
tively  heavy.  As  follows  was  the  forwarding 
with  the  amount  consigned  to  the  various  ports : 

Tons. 

Chicago  .  . .  . . 94,250 

Milwaukee  . 01,675 

Superior  . 41,900 

Duluth  . 21,950 

Green  Bay  . 19,850 

Sheboygan  . 18,480 

Fort  William  . 16,225 

Racine  .  9,580 

Waukegan  .  7,000 

Escanaba . 6,200 

Portage  .  4,100 


Tons. 

Hancock  . 3,600 

Sault  Ste.  Marie  .  2,950 

Manitowoc  .  2,300 

Port  Colborne  .  1,525 

Houghton  .  1,230 

Manistee  .  1,100 

Gladstone  .  1,000 

Depere  .  1,000 

Bay  City .  800 

Kenosha  .  750 

Mackinac  . . . ‘ .  050 

Alpena . y .  600 

St.  Ignace  .  500 

St.  Clair .  475 

Kellcv’  Island .  450 

Algonac  .  400 

Penetangnechine .  130 


Total  . 319,440 


Bituminous  dealers  say'  that  their  Canadian 
tonnage  is  increasing  and  prices  are  firmer. 
They  are  looking  for  a  healthy  advance  by  the 
end  of  the  present  month.  The  tendency  of  the 
trade,  they  maintain,  is  toward  an  advance  in 
contract  prices. 

W.  R.  Taylor,  vice-president  of  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  who  has  been 
spending  a  month’s  vacation  in  California,  passed 
through  Buffalo  this  week  on  his  return  to  his 
home  in  Philadelphia. 


Harry  Filer,  of  Westerman,  Filer  &  Co.,  of 
Sharon,  Pa.,  dropped  off  in  Buffalo  for  a  brief 
visit  on  his  way  home  after  a  Canadian  trip. 

Harry  Berkett  of  Grecnsburg,  Pa.,  connected 
with  the  Acme  and  Avondale  mines,  was  a  vis¬ 
itor  in  Buffalo  this  week. 

Notes  of  Interest  at  Biiflalo. 

Noel  Marshall,  of  Toronto,  representing  the 
Standard  Fuel  Co.,  was  a  Buffalo  visitor  early  in 
the  week. 

The  Hedstrom  Co.  reports  trade  quiet,  but 
shows  some  indications  of  improvement.  Sev¬ 
eral  more  mines  in  the  .\llegheny  district  have 
shut  down. 

“They  are  new  properties,”  said  he,  “and  we 
have  not  developed  them  yet.  I  have  heard  abso¬ 
lutely  nothing  of  their  being  sold  or  of  any  plans 
for  selling  them,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  they 
will  be  sold.” 

Asked  about  the  reported  sale,  several  promi¬ 
nent  Buffalo  men  connected  with  the  Lackawanna 
Steel  Co.  and  with  the  coal  interests  in  Indiana 
county  professed  utter  ignorance  of  it.  John  J. 
Albright,  a  member  of  the  Uackawanna  Co.,  said 
he  knew  of  no  reason  why  the  company  should 
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dispose  of  its  holdings,  as  it  had  but  recently  se¬ 
cured  them. 

Several  Buffalo  sales  agents  and  representatives 
of  various  companies  are  attending  the  Ohio 
Coal  Dealers’  Association  convention  at  Put-in- 
Bay  this  week.  These  organized  coal  dealers 
are  accomplishing  much  good  for  the  members 
by  extending  acquaintanceship  and  by  bringing 
the  various  interests  together  in  an  intelligent  un¬ 
derstanding  of  each  other’s  needs. 

Others  approached  on  the  subject  were  non¬ 
committal  or,  if  they  talked  at  all,  expressed  the 
same  opinion  as  Mr.  Albright.  Outsiders,  how¬ 
ever,  maintain  that  there  is  good  basis  for  the 
report,  and  assert  that  the  Lackawanna  Co,  is 
disappointed  in  the  quality  of  the  coal  developed 
in  its  recently  acquired  property,  and  that  this 
was  the  principal  cause  for  the  decision  to  un¬ 
load. 

A  rumor  was  current  here  this  week  that  the 
Lackawanna  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  subsidiary  to  the 
Lackawanna  Iron  &  Steel  Co.,  had  sold  to  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad  valuable  coal  holdings  in 
Indiana  county,  Pa.  The  report  contained  the 
information  that  the  property  sold  included  30,- 
000  acres,  five  mining  plants,  2,000  houses,  ho¬ 
tels,  washers  and  power  houses.  The  purchase 
price  was  given  as  $2,000,000. 

1).  L.  Tuttle,  western  sales  agent  of  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  left  Buffalo 
on  Tuesday  afternoon  for  California,  where  he 
will  attend  and  take  a  prominent  part  in  the  na¬ 
tional  convention  of  the  Epworth  league.  He 
will  be  absent  for  two  weeks.  Many  other  local 
sales  agents  and  dealers  will  also  take  vacations 
during  the  present  month,  and  news  promises  to 
be  dull  for  the  period  before  the  fall  trade  once 
more  holds  attention. 

Coal  Men  to  Have  an  Outing. 

The  annual  outing  down  the  river  of  the  soft 
coal  dealers  of  this  territory  will  take  place  on 
Saturday,  July  fifteenth,  when  it  is  expected  fully 
100  visitors  from  Pennsylvania,  Ohio  and  Indiana 
will  be  in  attendance.  This  outing,  which  has 
come  to  be  an  annual  event  of  great  possibilities 
for  pleasure,  is  being  arranged  for  by  an  execu¬ 
tive  committee,  consisting  of  E.  L.  Hedstrom, 
H.  K.  Wick,  members  of  the  Frank  Williams 
Co.,  and  E.  C.  Roberts.  Every  effort  will  be 
put  forth  to  make  it  the  most  enjoyable  picnic 
yet  held  by  the  local  dealers.  There  will  be  a 
fine  program  of  athletic  events. 

Rumors  that  the  Erie  railroad  had  bought  the 
Buffalo  &  Susquehanna  and  its  mines  have  been 
denied  by  Charles  W.  Goodyear.  The  story  was 
brought  here  from  New  York  by  a  man  prominent 
in  railroad  circles,  who  stated  that  his  informa¬ 
tion  came  from  absolutely  reliable  authority.  The 
fact  that  the  Erie’s  coal  supplv  is  being  some¬ 
what  depleted  has  placed  it  in  the  market  for  the 
past  year  for  added  territory.  The  recent  trip 
of  Erie  officials  over  the  property  of  the  Buffalo 
&  Susquehanna  seems  to  have  confirmed  in  the 
minds  of  many  acquainted  with  the  exact  situa¬ 
tion  that  the  Erie  has  its  eyes  upon  the  rich 
property  of  the  company.  Mr.  Goodyear  also  de¬ 
nied  that  work  had  been  suspended  upon  the 
Wellsville  branch,  pending  the  result  of  nego¬ 
tiations  for  a  sale  of  the  property.  Local  rail¬ 
road  men  who  are  well  posted  on  the  situation 
give  little  credence  to  the  storv.  They  believe 
that  the  Goodyears  have  too  valuable  a  property 
to  make  it  desirable  to  sell,  unless  it  is  to  con¬ 
centrate  their  efforts  upon  their  new  interests  in 
the  south. 

Important  Deal  Reported  as  Pending. 

The  Buffalo  Enquirer  on  Monday  said : 

“The  mines  in  Armstrong  county  are  consid¬ 
ered  immensely  rich  in  coal  and  experts  predict 
an  enormous  output.  The  Buffalo  &  Susquehan¬ 
na  now  has  under  construction  near  Plumville 
a  tipple  large  enough  to  receive  and  load  1,000 
tons  of  coal  per  hour. 

“It  is  stated,  as  a  basis,  that  a  vein  of  coal 
three  feet  in  depth  will  yield  about  3,000  tons  per 
acre.  It  will  be  readily  seen  what  a  vast  under¬ 
taking  the  Buffalo  &  Susquehanna  has  arranged 
for  in  its  contract  to  turn  out  through  the  new 
tipple  about  8,000  tons  of  coal  per  day.’’ 

Local  prices'  for  anthracite,  according  to  the 
new  schedule,  are  as  follows :  On  cars  at  Buf¬ 
falo  and  the  bridges,  per  gross  ton  :  Grate,  $5.2.1 ; 
egg,  $5.50;  stove,  $5.50;  chestnut,  $5.50.  Free 


on  board  vessel,  per  gross  ton,  twenty-five  cents 
higher.^  To  dealers,  delivered  on  wagons  at 
trestle,  per  net  ton:  Grate,  $5.00;  egg,  $5.25; 
stove,  $5.25;  nut,  $5,25;  pea,  $3.2.5. 

V 

The  ^lew  England  Trade. 

Boston,  Mass.,  July  7. —  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — 'I'he  anthracite  coal  market  here  is  prac¬ 
tically  without  feature  and  the  demand  for  this 
I)roduct  is  considerably  less  than  it  has  been. 
Egg  coal  shows  some  activity  with  those  ship¬ 
pers  who  have  been  short  of  this  size  and  con¬ 
signees  are  urging  its  delivery,  with  here  and 
there  occasional  orders  for  the  other  sizes  about 
constitutes  the  extent  of  the  business  transacted 
during  the  week.  With  the  closing  of  the  past 
month  there  seems  to  have  been  a  marked  change 
in  this  trade,  in  that  much  of  the  activity  which 
had  prevailed  up  to  that  time  has  since  been 
dissipated  and  a  general  withholding  of  orders 
pervades  the  market,  making  things  quiet.  The 
shipments  of  coal  to  this  territory  have  been 
comparatively  large  during  the  past  three  months, 
though  it  is  doubtful,  whether  the  same  propor¬ 
tion  of  coal  has  gone  into  consumers’  bins  which, 
if  a  fact,  would  indicate  tliat  dealers  are  carry¬ 
ing  heavier  stocks  than  they  anticipated  and 
are  in  consequence  not  inclined  to  increase  their 
present  holdings,  causing  the  present  quiescent 
condition.  It  is  also  true  that  dealers  who  had 
not  received  their  full  shipments  on  orders  up  to 
the  first  of  the  month  are  not  likely  to  renew 
them  until  they  have  need  for  the  coal,  and  we 
learn  from  those  dependent  exclusively  for  their 
coal  on  the  line  shipments  that  their  purchases 
in  future  years  will  be  less  at  the  minimum  fig¬ 
ures,  owing  to  the  delay  of  delivery  on  these 
orders,  many  receiving  but  little  or  nothing  dur¬ 
ing  the  first  and  second  month.  The  situation, 
however,  promises  a  strong  and  steady  trade 
with  the  turn  of  the  season  as  householders 
return  from  their  vacations  and  the  temperature 
lowers  to  a  tendency  to  chill,  which  must  result 
in  larger  requirements  to  meet  these  conditions. 

In  the  soft  coal  market  there  is  little  to  be 
gleaned  and  the  trade  seemingly  is  resting  con¬ 
tent  with  the  supplies  now  on  hand.  Stocks 
are  thought  to  be  fairly  plentiful,  having  still 
a  large  amount  of  coal  over  from  the  heavier 
shipments  made  earlier  in  the  season.  The  ex¬ 
tremely  low  ocean  freights  now  prevailing  on 
this  business  are  inducing  some  orders  and  are 
likely  to  increase  materially  a  little  later  should 
rates  continue  to  hold  on  this  low  basis.  The 
coal  coming  from  the  Virginia  cape  ports  is 
moving  slowly  and  •  considerable  delay  is  experi¬ 
enced  by  vessel  captains  in  getting  cargoes  there, 
running  one  week  and  over,  who  are  endeavor¬ 
ing  to  protect  themselves  against  loss  of  time 
by  insisting  on  the  loading  and  discharging  clause 
becoming  effective.  There  is  little  coal  coming 
on  the  market  for  sale  and  this  has  kept  things 
quite  strong.  Shipments  all  rail  are  somewhat 
more  active  and  offering  freely  at  90  cents  to 
$1.20  at  the  mines,  but  has  apparently  little 
effect  on  the  trade.  The  sound  ports,  which 
showed  signs  of  improvement  a  few  weeks  ago, 
and  did  take  on  more  tonnage  at  that  time,  have 
again  quieted  down  to  a  point  where  only  a 
small  business  is  offering,  though  may  show 
larger  increases  later  on  as  the  coal  is  taken  away 
from  the  New  York  all  rail  delivery  points  for 
water  shipment.  The  coastwise  vessel  market 
is  easy  as  to  rates  and  the  supply  of  available 
craft.  The  lower  ports  are  quoted  at  65@70 
cents  to  points  around  the  cape  and,  55@60  cents 
for  sound  ports.  New  York  harbor  rates  are 
55@60  cents  to  Boston  and  the  east. 

V 

The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 

Philadelphia,  July  7. —  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Quieter  conditions  prevail  in  the  anthra¬ 
cite  coal  market  and  the  demand  during  the 
week  has  been  small,  possibly  accentuated  too 
by  the  holiday’s  intervening,  wliich  has  taken 
many  people  from  their  homes  and  business  for 
several  days.  The  present  inaction  of  the  trade 
is  no  doubt  due  to  the  customary  summer  dull¬ 
ness  that  is  looked  for  about  this  time  and  is 
likely  to  continue  while  the  extreme  warm 
weather  lasts.  The  decrease  of  ten  cents  in  the 


reduction  of  the  circular  price,  effective  the  first 
of  the  month,  making  the  figures  but  twenty 
cents  below  the  fall  and  winter  schedule,  may 
also  have  had  some  influence  in  restricting  orders, 
as  the  incentive  to  purchase  is  less  and  the 
needs  of  the  trade  not  now  of  a  character  where 
coal  is  of  importance.  The  bulk  of  the  consum¬ 
ing  interests  are  not  likely  to  take  on  any  ma¬ 
terial  quantities  of  coal,  even  where  full  stocks 
have  not  been  received,  preferring  to  wait  for 
additional  requirements  until  actual  consumption 
sets  in.  While  a  fair  tonnage  continues  to  be 
distributed  through  the  regular  channels  of  the 
trade,  the  companies  appreciate  that  a  quieter 
demand  must  prevail  for  a  period,  and  are  meet¬ 
ing  the  situation  in  a  businesslike  .manner  by 
curtailing  the  product  accordingly.  The  Phila¬ 
delphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.’s  collieries 
will  be  closed  the  entire  current  W'eek,  as  also 
those  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.  and  the 
Lehigh  &  W'ilkesbarre  Coal  Co.  The  Susquehanna 
Coal  Co.  will  close  down  its  mines  for  the  first 
three  days  of  the  week  only.  This  should  main¬ 
tain  a  very  steady  market  and  restrict  the  out¬ 
put  to  what  is  required  during  the  dull  period. 
All  retail  prices  have  also  advanced  ten  cents  per 
ton.  making  present  figures  $0.55. 

Trade  conditions  during  the  week  in  the  soft 
coal  market  have  been  rather  of  a  sjioradic  char¬ 
acter,  orders  coming  in  irregularly  with  little 
snap  to  business.  That  the  week  was  an  off 
one  is,  however,  not  surprising,  considering  the 
absence  of  so  many  people  from  the  trade  and 
the  apparent  lethargy  of  those  remaining  to  take 
an  active  interest  in  the  business  affairs.  This  is 
probably  due  to  the  warm  weather  now  upon 
us,  the  holiday  season  and  the  desire  for  re¬ 
laxation  after  a  strenuous  winter  and  spring. 
No  delays  occurred  of  any  account  in  the  trans¬ 
portation  of  coal  over  the  Fourth  of  July,  as 
lias-been  usual,  the  railroads  having  made  prepa¬ 
rations  for  this  in  advance  to  avoid  any  com¬ 
plications,  and  coal  is  moving  as  freely  now  as 
it  did  a  week  ago.  Orders  on  regular  business 
are  on  about  the  basis  expected  at  this  period 
and  are  sufficient  to  absorb  the  smaller  tonnages 
produced  at  the  mines.  Nobody  seems  to  an¬ 
ticipate  much  change  from  the  present  status 
until  the  early  fall,  and  preparations  and  repairs 
are  being  quietly  made  to  produce  and  ship  a 
large  tonnage  when  that  time  arrives.  The  belief 
is  general  that  a  large  business  will  develop  later 
which  will  tax  the  facilities  of  the  producers  and 
transportation  companies  to  handle.  More  coal 
has  been  contracted  for  this  year,  which  show 
a  large  surplus  -still  to  go  forward,  while  the 
general  consumption  is  also  increased  over  that 
of  a  year  ago,  assuring  a  good  supply  of  transient 
orders.  Prices  are  moderately  firm  when  the 
dullness  is  considered  and  while  low  are  well 
upheld  on  future  business,  about  $1.00  to  $1.15 
at  the  mines  obtaining. 

V 

Neiv  York  Central  Tonnage. 

Coal  tonnage  originating  on  the  Beech  Creek 
branch  of  the  New  York  Central  railroad  for  the 
ten  days  ending  June  twenty-first  was  158,116 
tons,  or  a  total  of  4,189,912  tons  for  the  year  to 
that  date,  as  compared  with  3,444,158  tons  for 
the  same  period  last  year.  For  the  same  period 
the  coke  tonnage  for  the  ten  days  ending  June 
twenty-first  amounted  to  1,493  tons,  a  total  of 
48,413  tons  this  year,  as  compared  with  14,300 
tons  for  the  same  period  last  year. 

For  the  ten  days  ending  June  thirtieth  the  coal 
tonnage  amounted  to  178,981  tons,  or  a  total  for 
the  year  to  that  date  of  4,368,893  tons,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  3,584,468  tons  for  the  corresponding 
period  a  year  ago.  The  coke  tonnage  for  the 
same  ten  days  amounted  to  2,469,  or  a  total  of 
50,882  tons  this  year  to  that  date,  as  compared 
with  14,733  tons  for  the  corresponding  period  a 
year  ago. 

V 

The  coal  business  of  Frank  J.  Keppner,  who 
was  formerly  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Free¬ 
hold  Savings  S:  Loan  Association,  of  Buffalo,  ' 
N.  Y.,  and  who  has  been  found  short  in  his  ac¬ 
counts,  has  been  taken  in  charge  by  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  bank  and  it  is  said  that  the  organiza¬ 
tion  is  fully  protected. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


W.  S.  Wolle,  general  eastern  sales  agent  at 
New  York  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  has 
returned  from  his  vacation  in  the  Adirondack 
mountains,  where  he  has  been  stopping  for  a 
few  weeks  past. 

Olin  J.  Stephens,  controlling  one  of  the_  larg¬ 
est  coal  plants  in  the  Bronx,  New  York,  is  en¬ 
joying  the  recreation  of  his  summer  home  at 
Hill  View  on  upper  Lake  George.  He  expects  to 
spend  most  of  his  time  during  the  warm  weather 
there. 

C.  N.  Blanchard,  of  Haddock,  Blanchard  &  Co^, 
at  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  was  suddenly  attacked 
with  illness  last  week,  which  confined  him  to  his 
home.  Since  then  he  is;  reported  as  slightly  im- 
proved,  but  may  be  detained  from  active  business 
for  another  week.  • 

The  United  States  army  department  opened 
tenders  on  June  twenty-eighth  for  furnishing 
2,500  tons  of  bituminous  coal  to  the  tugs  and 
vessels  employed  in  New  York  harbor.  The  con¬ 
tract  was  awarded  to  the  Empire  Coal  Mining 
Co.,  New  York,  at  $3.70.  Other  bidders  were 
C.  J.  Wittenberg,  $3.81,  and  D.  Duncan  &  Son, 
$3.95. 

F  R.  Long,  New  York  manager  of  J.  H.  Wea¬ 
ver  &  Co.,  took  advantage  of  the  holiday  this 
week  to  spend  a  few  days  with  his  friends  in 
Philadelphia.  It  is  not  often  Mr.  Long  gets 
away  from  his  duties  here,  being  closely  confined, 
but  it  is  due  to  this  close  attention  which  he  gives 
to  the  company’s  interest  that  he  has  met  with 
success. 

C.  C.  Harris,  of  George  D.  Harris  &  Co.,  New 
York,  left  on  Saturday  last  for  the  Adirondack 
mountains  to  enjoy  a  well  earned  rest.  He  will 
probably  remain  up  to  the  last  of  this  month. 
Mr.  Harris  is  one  of  the  most  ab.e  coal  men 
in  the  city,  having  developed  his  business  in  a 
most  substantial  manner  since  taking  the  man¬ 
agement  several  years  ago. 

The  action  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  directors  last  week  in  declaring  a  quar¬ 
terly  dividend  of  two  and  one-half  per  cent,  fol¬ 
lowing  a  similar  declaration  at  the  last  dividend 
period,  is  accepted  as  placing  the  stock  on  a  per¬ 
manent  ten  per  cent  basis,  a  unique  position  in 
the  active  railroad  list.  Its  removal  from  the 
speculative  field  has  been  complete. 

Thomas  A.  Bedwell,  identified  with  the  Rock¬ 
ford  Lumber  &  Fuel  Co.,  of  Rockford,  Ill.,  who 
attended  a  meeting  of  the  mystic  shriners  at 
Niagara  Falls,  has  taken  advantage  of  the  occa¬ 
sion  to  make  a  visit  to  New  York.  Arriving  ori 
Saturday  he  made  his  first  call  at  the  office  of 
The  Black  Diamond.  He  expects  to  remain 
about  a  week  to  enjoy  the  attractions  of  the 
various  summer  resorts  which  are  in  proximity 
to  the  metropolis. 

The  discount  from  the  circular  on  domestic 
sizes  of  anthracite  in  New  York  city  on  July  first 
was  reduced  ten  cents  per  ton,  making  the  cur¬ 
rent  month’s  delivery  $6.05  to  the  family  trade 
and  other  small  interests,  while  the  grocery  and 
coal  cellar  trade  is  now  quoted  at  $5.80.  No 
change  was  made  on  pea  coal  or  the  finer  sizes. 
This  is  in  accordance  with  the  wholesale  circu¬ 
lar  prices,  the  f.  o.  b.  figures  New  York  harbor  at 
present  being  $4.55  for  broken ;  $4.80  for  egg, 
stove  and  chestnut.  In  other  words,  the  discount 
is  only  twenty  cents  per  ton  this  month  from  the 
full  circular  of  $5.00. 

James  Wells,  who  for  many  years  has  been 
identified  with  the  firm  of  Williams  &  Peters, 
New  York,  left  on  Monday  of  this  week  for  an 
over  Fourth-of-July  visit  to  his  brother,  William 
S.  Wells,  of  New  Haven.  The  trip,  however,  will 
take  him  to  Pine-Orchard-by  the  Sea,  where  W. 
S.  Wells  has  a  cottage  which  he  and  his  famdy 
are  occupying  for  the  summer.  The_  change  in 
climate  will  undoubtedly  prove  an  invigorator, 
though  Mr.  Wells’  time  is  short. 

Boston  coal  shippers  and  dealers  closed  their 
offices  for  the  entire  day  on  Monday  preceding 
the  Fourth  of  July,  giving  practically  four  con¬ 
secutive  days  of  rest.  No  business  was  trans¬ 


acted  during  this  time.  The  New  ,York  trade 
might  as  well  have  observed  the  holiday  in  this 
manner  as  most  offices  shut  up  at  noon  Monday 
and  there  was  no  business.  This  makes  trade 
conditions  seem  quiet  as  those  who  went  away 
are  returning  tardily  and  the  week  has  been  badly 
broken  into  in  a  commercial  way. 

The  Reading  railroad  awarded  a  contract  last 
week  for  the  construction  of  six  1,300-ton  barges 
to  be  built  at  Noank,  Conn.  The  barges  are  to 
be  used  in  the  coal  trade  to  the  New  England 
ports  and  will  be  operated  from  Port  Richmond. 
They  are  to  be  completed  so  that  delivery  can 
begin  on  September  first  and  continued  until  the 
six  are  ready  for  service.  With  these  the  Read¬ 
ing  will  have  sixty-six  barges  in  use  along  the 
Atlantic  seaboard  for  the  transportation  of  coal. 
The  new  ones,  it  is  expected,  will  give  this  com¬ 
pany  the  relief  desired,  caused  by  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  &  Hartford  railroad  withdrawing 
■its  all-rail  rates  over  its  New  .York  division  on 
coal  shipments  after  August  thirty-first. 

Haddock,  Blanchard  &  Co.,  of  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.,  who  handle  the  anthracite  product  from 
the  Haddock  mines,  have  opened  offices  at  room 
701,  Whitehall  building.  New  York  city.  The 
company  will  also  handle  bituminous  coal  in  con¬ 
nection  with  their  anthracite,  as  soon  as  arrange¬ 
ments  are  completed  for  a  high  grade  product, 
which  they  have  in  view.  G.  W.  Seiler,  formerly 
with  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Whitney  & 
Kemmerer,  and  John  D.  Heisenbuttel,  has  been 
appointed  tide  water  sales  agent  for  the  company 
and  will  have  charge  of  the  New  York  office. 
Mr.  Seiler  has  been  identified  with  the  coal  trade 
for  several  years  past  and  with  his  extended 
knowledge  of  the  business  is  assured  of  every 
success  in  his  new  position. 

The  recent  long  tow  to  the  Pacific  coast  by 
barge  in  which  the  Standard  Oil  Co.  shipped  its 
oil  was  of  considerable  interest  to  all  the  ship¬ 
ping  trade  which  will  be  equally  interested  to 
learn  of  the  feasibility  of  sending  barges  loaded 
across  the  north  Atlantic.  The  Standard  Oil 
Co  the  first  of  the  week  dispatched  its  big  oil 
carrier.  Col.  E.  L.  Drake,  with  a  4,000-ton  steel 
barge  in  tow  on  a  voyage  to  London.  This  is 
the  first  attempt  at  barge  towing  over  the  At¬ 
lantic  ocean.  Captain  Thomas,  in  charge  of  this 
tow,  has  had  long  experience  in  barge  towing, 
making  a  trip  last  winter  around  the  Horn  to 
San  Francisco,  covering  a  distance  of  13,090 
miles  in  seventy-two  days.  Both  the  Colonel 
Drake  and  the  barge  are  equipped  with  wireless 
telegraph  apparatus  for  communication  with  each 
other,  with  passing  steamers  and  shore  stations. 
This  means  of  communication  will  be  very  useful 
in  stormy  weather,  especially  should  the  six-inch 
steel  hawser  connecting  the  two  vessels  part. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of 
the  Black  Diamond  Anthracite  Coal  Co.  on  Fri¬ 
day  last,  President  Terence  V.  Powderly,  pre¬ 
siding,  the  number  of  directors  was  raised  from 
seven  to  twelve.  The  following  were  elected: 
T.  V.  Powderly,  Washington,  D.  C. ;  William  N. 
Johnston,  Manchester,  N.  H. ;  Frederick  P.  Ma- 
bie,  Lowell,  Mass.;  Edgar  H.  Aldrich,  Rutland, 
Vt;;  Lester  L.  Ensworth,  Hartford,  Conn.;  Au¬ 
gustine  L.  Ellis,  Hartford,  Conn. ;  Charles  E. 
Fairchild,  Seymour,  Conn.;  Frank  P.  Christian, 
Scranton,  Pa. ;  W.  S.  Chamberlain,  Bayonne, 
N.  J. ;  David  Bonner,  New  York;  Hiram  Cowell, 
Wrentham,  Mass.;  John  Elderkin,  New  York. 
The  Powderly  ticket  received  710,553  votes, 
against  134,850  cast  for  the  opposition.  After 
the  voting  began  Peter  Whitney,  one  of  the  or¬ 
ganizers  of  the  company,  announced  that  he  would 
remit  a  claim  of  more  than  $63,000  he  had  against 
the  company  and  said  he  had  already  given  the 
directors  receipts  for  $40,000.  After  the  meet¬ 
ing  Milton  Mendell,  of  New  York,  said  that  suit 
would  be  brought  against  Peter  Whitney  and 
General  Manager  Christian  to  compel  restitution 
of  $300,000  claimed  to  be  due  the  company.  The 
action  will  be  brought  in  the  New  York  courts. 

President  Mellen,  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
&  Hartford  railroad,  issued  the  following  state¬ 
ment  on  Friday  last:  “The  reports  regarding 


contemplated  action  by  this  road  in  connection 
with  coal  rates  effective  August  thirty-first,  1905, 
arc  misrepresentations,  pure  and  simple.  The 
company  is  simply  endeavoring  during  a  period 
of  reconstruction  of  its  New  York  division,  to 
relieve  itself  by  that  route  of  what  its  present 
management  regards  as  unprofitable  traffic,  by 
transferring  the  same  to  other  routes.  The  coal 
routes  by  way  of  Poughkeepsie  bridge  are  open 
and  are  to  remain  so,  and  no  thought  as  yet  has 
been  given  to  a  closing  of  the  same.  All  the  rail¬ 
roads  reaching  the  New  York,  New  Haven  & 
Hartford  railroad  by  way  of  New  York  harbor 
can  also  reach  it  by  way  of  the  Poughkeepsie 
bridge,  through  the  Lehigh  &  Hudson  River  rail¬ 
way,  which  is  owned  in  common  by  the  trunk 
lines  connecting  with  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
&  Hartford  railroad  by  way  of  New  York  har¬ 
bor,  and  can  be  used  by  them  for  this  coal  busi¬ 
ness  or  any  other  that  is  desired  to  send  by  that 
route.  No  action  contemplated  by  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  &  Hartford  railroad  should  result 
in  the  advance  in  coal  freight  rates  to  New  Eng¬ 
land  of  one  single  cent  or  embarrass  customers 
or  dealers  in  New  England  in  securing  their  sup¬ 
ply  as  promptly  as  heretofore.  The  movement  i& 
made  in  the  interest  of  better  service  than  the 
road  has  been  able  to  give  heretofore.  It  is  an 
endeavor  to  promote  the  service,  and  unless  the 
action  is  used  as  a  pretext  by  those  controlling 
the  supply  of  coal  for  an  advance  in  rates  that 
they  wanted  to  make  anyway,  no  ill  effects  will 
result.’’  This  will  mean  that  more  coal^  will  in 
the  future  have  to  go  via  the  Poughkeepsie 
bridge  and  tidewater  points  to  the  sound  ports, 
which  are  the  natural  routes,  but  it  can  not  be 
seen  how  this  can  be  accomplished  without  an 
increase  Jn  the  facilities  as  to  bridge  shipment 
and  in  the  handling  of  coal  at  the  receiving  ports, 
both  of  which  have  been  entirely  inadequate  to 
the  requirements  heretofore  even  with  the  large 
tonnage  taken  over  the  road’s  New  York  division 
at  Port  Morris.  If  it  were  possible  to  strength¬ 
en  the  bridge  so  as  to  permit  the  running  of 
the  heavy  locomotives  and  large  steel  cars  over  it, 
some  relief  might  shortly  be  given  to  allow  of 
the  increase  in  traffic,  but  as  this  is  hardly  fcas- 
ible,  requiring  also  a  double  track,  a  new  bridge 
will  be  necessary  to  give  the  relief  desired, 
though  it  must  require  several  years. 


Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 


The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  &  Coal 
Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  transported 
over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  July  first,  the 
corresponding  week  last  year,  the  year  to  date 
and  tire  corresponding  period  in  1904 : 


Broad  Top 

Week  ending  July  1,  1905  8,820 

Corresponding  week,  1904..  6,914 

Total  for  year  1905 . 357,916 

Corresponding  period,  1904.345,605 


Cumber¬ 

land 

21,058 

24,694 

449,201 

528,938 


Total. 

29,878 

31,609 

807,116 

874,542 


The  Gibson  Coal  Co.,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  re¬ 
cently  purchased  the  Rice  block  on  Locust 
in  that  city,  the  consideration  being  $81,000.  1  he 
office  of  the  Gibson  Co.  now  occupies  part  of  the 
first  floor. 

V 


The  trouble  between  the  Consolidated  Coal  Co., 
of  Saginaw,  Mich.,  and  its  employes  has  resulted 
in  shutting  down  three  more  mines  owned  by  tlie 
company. 

V 

Financial  aid  is  being  given  the  coal  mine 
strikers  at  Nanaimo,  B.  C.,  $20,000  liavmg  been 
donated,  and  that  much  more  is  said  to  be  avail¬ 
able  in  case  it  is  needed. 

V 

The  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Richmond.  Mo., 
recently  took  charge  of  its  coal  mine  at  Fleming, 
Mo.,  the  lease  held  by  the  Murhn  Coal  Co. 
having  expired. 
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Coal  Production  in  Ohio  for  1904. 


Chief  Inspector  of  Mines  Ceorgc  Harrison,  of 
Ohio,  has  just  filed  the  annual  report  of  the  min¬ 
ing  (lepartnicnt  for  the  year  1!)04.  In  his  report 
to  the  governor,  Mr.  Harrison  recommends  the 
appointment  of  a  commission  to  revise  the  present 
mining  laws-of  the  state.  At  tne  tune  of  the  en¬ 
actment  of  these  laws  the  greater  proportion  of 
the  coal  produced  was  mined  by  pick,  while  at  the 
present  time  67..'5  per  cent  of  it  is  mined  by  the  use 
of  machinery,  which  has  increased  the  number  of 
fatal  accidents  to  an  alarming  degree,  while  there 
is  no  statute  governing  this  method  of  coal  min¬ 
ing,  the  word  “electricity”  or  “mining  machine” 
not  being  found  in  the  mining  laws. 

Special  mention  is  also  made  to  the  dangers 
of  mine  fires  which  are  coming  to  be  of  frequent 
occurrence,  and  also  to  the  connecting  of  large 
mining  properties  which  is  a  coming  source  of 
danger  to  life  and  property. 

Coal  Trade  Not  So  (Jood  In 

The  coal  trade  for  1904  while  showing  a  slight 
increase  in  tonnage  was  not  one  of  marked  pros¬ 


state  commonly  known  as  “blasting  coal  off  the 
.solid.” 

Athens  county  ranked  first  in  point  of  produc¬ 
tion  with  over  .'{,.'»00,000  tons ;  Belmont  and  Guern¬ 
sey  over  ;!,000,000 ;  Jefferson  and  Perry  nearly 
a, .500.000;  Hocking  and  Jackson  almost  2,000,000 
and  Tuscarawas  over  1,000,000  tons. 


SU.MMAUY  AND  COMPARISON  FOR  YEARS  1903 
AND  1904. 


1903. 


1904. 


I’ick  miners  employed . 

15,653 

1.3,346 

D.iy  hands  employed . 

11,502 

12,759 

Hands  oj)eratinK  macliines . 

1,049 

2,297 

Drillers,  shooters  and  loaders... 

14,181 

17,432 

Total  number  persons  engaged... 

41,390 

45,834 

Average  days  pick  miners  worked 

170  1-6 

159 

Average  days  macli.  miners  w’k’d 

170  1-0 

169 

Tons  of  coal  produced  by  pick.. 

10,012,335 

8,037,360 

Tons  of  coal  produced  by  mach’yl4,560,0^H 

10,546,455 

Total  tons  coal  produced . 

24,573,200 

24,583,815 

(lain  in  output  over  year  1903.. 
No.  of  coal  producing  counties. . 

30 

10,549 

29 

No.  of  fatal  accidents . 

234 

118 

No.  of  serious  accidents . 

308 

310 

No.  of  minor  accidents . 

128 

121 

Total  number  of  casualties.- . 

.000 

555 

perity,  a  strike  on  the  great  lakes,  car  shortage 
and  long  continued  drouth  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  year  and  other  trade  conditions  prevailing 
caused  serious  inactivity  in  the  industry. 

The  production  was  24,583,815  tons  of  coal  and 
45,834  miners  were  employed.  The  tonnage  in¬ 
creased  only  10,549  tons,  while  the  miners  in- 
c^ased  4,438,  showing  conclusively  that  the  oft 
repeated  statement,  “Too  many  mines  and  too 
many  miners,”  is  correctly  borne  out.  The  aver¬ 
age  yearly  tonnage  per  man  in  1903  was  593 ;  in 
1904  it  was  only  536. 

The  fatal  accidents  decreased  six,  one  hundred 
and  eighteen  (118)  in  all  being  reported.  New 
mines  opened  numbered  101 ;  201  mining  machines 
were  added  to  the  list  already  in  operation  in 
the. state;  257  permanent  improvements  were 
made,  and  1,789  inspections. 

A  decrease  from  almost  3,000,000  of  249,189 
tons  of  lump  coal  is  noted  since  1902,  while  the 
increase  in  the  output  of  fine  coal,  which  in  1902 
was  over  300,000  tons,  increasing  in  1903  to  over 
500,000  tons  and  in  1904  an  increase  of  200,000 
tons  is  noted,  wliich  is  due  to  the  universal  sys¬ 
tem  in  practice  in  some  of  the  districts  of  the 


Estimated  amount  of  powder  con¬ 
sumed  in  the  production  of 
coal  by  the  number  of  firms  re¬ 


porting  (kegs)  . 

223,708 

264,714 

Total  new  mines  opened . 

86 

101 

Number  of  mines  suspending. . . . 

42 

57 

Number  ot  mines  abandoned.... 

18 

37 

Number  of  mines  in  operation... 

912 

959 

Number  of  mines  in  the  state.... 
No.  of  mines  using  mining  ma- 

954 

1,018 

chines  . 

Number  of  mining  machines  in 

188 

243 

use  . 

774 

975 

Counties  installing  machinery... 

18 

19 

Total  inspections  made . 

1,511 

1,789 

Sets  of  scales  tested . 

188 

230 

Permanent  improvements  made.. 

325 

257 

Number  of  maps  filed . 

Tons  of  coal  mined  to  each  life 

293 

341 

lost  .  215,555  208,337 

Total  output  of  iron  ore .  12,995  20,652 

Number  of  counties  in  which  iron 

ore  was  produced  .  2  3 

Total  output  of  fire  clay .  1,567,603  2,045,848 

No.  of  fire  clay  producing  coun¬ 
ties  .  18  18 

No.  of  counties  producing  lime¬ 
stone  .  37  38 

One  life  lost  to  every  363  persons  employed  in  mining 
of  coal  in  1903. 

One  life  lost  to  every  388  persons  employed  in  mining 
of  coal  in  1904. 

One  person  injured  in  every  72  1-9  employed  in  1903. 
One  person  injured  in  every  82  5-10  employed  in  1904. 


Jisk  Receiver  for  C.  J.  Devlin. 

C.  J.  Devlin,  interested  in  twenty-six  cempa- 
nies,  most  of  tliem  coal  mining  enterprises,  is  in 
financial  straits,  a  petition  having  been  filed  at 
his  home  at  Topeka,  Kansas,  for  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  receiver.  It  is  claimed  by  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  Mr.  Devlin  that  his  estate  is  suffi- 
c’ently  large  to  settle  all  his  liabilities,  and  that 
if  it  is  administered  properly  none  of  the  cred¬ 
itors  will  sustain  a  loss. 

Mr.  Devlin  sustained  a  stroke  of  paralysis  at 
his  home  in  Topeka.  Kansas,  some  months  ago, 
and  has  been  incapacitated  ever  since.  Knowledge 
of  his  financ'al  condition  became  public  property 
•n  Kan.sas  City  last  Saturday,  when  an  attempt 
was  made  by  banking  interests  representing  some 
of  the  largest  creditors  to  form  a  new  organiza¬ 
tion  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  various  Devlin 
companies,  and  particularly  to  furnish  sufficient 
funds  to  tide  these  companies  over  the  present 
emergency.  When  the  knowledge  of  this  plan 
became  pubiic  property,  't  forced  a  crisis  in  the 
affairs  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Topeka, 
of  which  Mr.  Devlin  was  president,  and  on  iNIon- 
day  a  receiver  was  appointed.  This  was  followed 
on  Wednesday  by  the  appointment  of  a  receiver 
for  the  Spring  Valley  National  Bank  at  Spring 
Valley,  Ill.,  of  which  Mr.  Devlin  was  president, 
and  the  First  National  Bank  of  Toluca,  Ill., 
closed  its  doors  a  short  time  later,  following  a 
meeting  of  the  board  of  directors.  Mr.  Devlin 
was  also  president  of  this  institution. 

Receiver  Asked  at  Topeka,  Kansas. 

Threats  of  writs  of  attachment  against  the 
property  of  Mr.  Devlin  resulted  in  creditors  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Topeka,  in  that  city, 
going  into  the  federal  courts  and  asking  for  the 
appointment  of  a  receiver  and  requesting  the 
court  to  declare  Mr.  Devlin  bankrupt.  The  writ 
is  returnable  July  twentieth. 

It  is  asserted  that  Mr.  Devlin’s  assets  amount 
to  $7,000,000  and  that  his  liabilities  amount  to 
about  $2,000,000,  by  the  friends  of  the  sick  man. 
In  this  connection,  it  is  claimed  that  if  the  assets 
can  be  realized  upon,  the  claims  of  all  the  cred¬ 
itors  can  be  paid  in  full,  and  that  there  will  be 
something  remaining  of  the  e.state. 

The  present  crisis,  it  is  claimed,  originated  from 
the  large  amount  of  money  required  for  the  con¬ 
struction.  of  the  Toluca,  Marquette  &  Northern 
railroad,  of  which  Mr.  Devlin  was  the  principal 
owner.  This  railroad  has  its  terminals  at  Toluca, 
Ill.,  where  Mr.  Devlin  was  interested  in  mining 
enterprises,  and  was  forty-four  miles  in  length. 

It  is  claimed  that  the  construction  of  the  road 
required  a  much  larger  sum  of  money  than  was 
expected  and  this  forced  the  crisis. 

None  of  the  Mining  Companies  Involved. 

As  yet  none  of  the  mining  enterprises  in  which 
Mr.  Devlin  was  interested  has  been  involved 
in  the  proceedings,  the  trouble  having  been  con^ 
fined  almost  wholly  to  the  banks  in  which  he  is 
the  principal  stockholder.  Among  the  coal  com¬ 
panies  in  which  he  was  interested  were  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  Mount  Carmel  Coal  Co.,  the  Devlin 
Coal  Co.,  the  Devlin-Miller  Coal  Co.,  the  Craw¬ 
ford  County  Mining  Co.,  the  Pittsburg  &  Midway- 
Coal  Co.,  the  Kansas  City  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  the 
Southwestern  Fuel  Co.  and  the  Marceline  Coal 
Co.  Most  of  these  companies  operate  in  the 
southwestern  fields.  In  Illinois  Mr.  Devlin  was 
interested  in  the  Toluca  Coal  Co.,  at  Toluca,  Ill. 

Owing  to  ]Mr.  Devlin’s  precarious  condition 
he  is  unable  to  take  any  active  part  in  his  affairs, 
the  management  of  the  present  situation  being  al¬ 
most  wholly  in  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Devlin,  who 
had  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  vast  business 
interests  of  her  husband,  and  his  attorneys. 

Mr.  Devlin  is  fifty-four,  years  of  age  and  in 
acquiring  his  immense  interests  made  rapid  prog¬ 
ress.  He  began  his  business  career  without  a 
cent  in  the  world,  and  secured  his  first  interest  in 
a  coal  mining  company  in  Illinois  through  the 
faithful  performance  of  his  duties  as  an  employe, 
making  himself  so  invaluable  that  the  company- 
gave  him  the  stock  to  retain  his  services.  Among' 
his  numerous  friends  in  the  coal  trade,  and  due 
to  his  unfortunate  physical  condition,  the  pres¬ 
ent  crisis  is  deeply  deplored. 


No.  1] 
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Western  Retail  Notes. 

Bids  were  advertised  for  recently  at  Shakopee, 
Minn.,  for  supplying  of  coal  to  the  city  electric 
light  plant. 

The  coal  yards  of  Frank  L.  Anderson,  Owa- 
tonna,  Minn.,  were  recently  sold  to  D.  P.  Rugg, 
who  has  taken  possession. 

The  Cargill  Elevator  Co.,  Benson,  Minn.,  is 
building  a  large  coal  storage  shed,  and  will  carry 
a  stock  of  the  better  grades  of  coal. 

The  business  and  holdings  of  the  Raymond 
Coal  Co.,  Winona,  Minn.,  were  recently  sold  to 
the  Stevenson  Elevator  Co.  of  that  city. 

The  Chicago,  Wilmington  &  Vermillion  Coal 
Co.  Chicago,  recently  was  awarded  the  contract 
for  supplying  coal  for  the  city  buildings  at  Chas- 
ka,  Minn. 

The  Burlington  Fuel  Co.,  Burlington,  Iowa, 
was  recently  incorporated  with  an  authonz^ 
capital  of  $3,000.  The  incorporators  include  A.  E.  - 
Davis,  of  Burlington. 

The  Chicago  Grain  &  Coal  Co.,  Pocahontas, 
Iowa,  recently  sold  its  elevator  at  that  place  to 
the  Farmers’  Grain  &  Coal  Co.  of  that  city,  the 
consideration  being  $4,500. 

The  second  series  of  bids  have  been  received 
at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  for  furnishing  6,000  tons  of 
bituminous  coal  and  500  tons  of  anthracite  to  the 
public  schools  of  that  city. 

Farmers  in  the  vicinity  of  Sloari,  Iowa,  re¬ 
cently  organized  an  elevator  association  and  will 
probably  go  into  the  coal  business.  It  will  ope¬ 
rate  as  the  Farmers’  Cereal  Co. 

Bids  were  recently  received  at  Detroit,  Mich., 
for  supplying  coal  for  the  school  buildings  of  that 
city  when  only  six  bids  were  sent  in.  The  best 
price  on  mine-run  Pocahontas  was  $3.14  a  ton. 

The  Home  Riverside  Coal  Co.,  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
was  recently  organized  by  Lewis  J.  Wood,  W. 

B.  Whiting,  C.  E.  Sanders,  R.  F.  Denison  and 

C.  C.  Owens,  with  an  ,  authorized  capital  of 

$10,000. 

The  North  Denver  Fuel  &  Feed  Co.  was  re¬ 
cently  organized  at  Denver,  Colo.,  the  authorized 
capital  being  $20,000.  The  incorporators  are 
Rolla  M.  Head,  William  H.  Joslin  and  Robert 
J.  Jones. 

The  coal  firm  of  Gilmore,  Thayer  &  Co.  was 
recently  incorporated  at  Rockford,  Ill.,  with  head¬ 
quarters  near  the  Rockford  Packing  Co.  plant. 
Sheds  are  being  built  and  all  preparations  made 
to  handle  a  large  trade. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Twin  Brooks  Elevator 
Co.,  Twin  Brooks,  S.  D.,  is  consideraing  the 
advisability  of  building  coal  sheds  at  that  point, 
which  will  be  decided  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  company  soon  to  be  held. 

The  Wabash  Coal  Elevator  Co.  was  recently 
incorporated  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  with  an  au¬ 
thorized  capital  of  $25,000.  The  incorporators  are 
C.  A.  Albright,  A.  F.  Baler,  H.  B.  Dennis,  George 
Eastbrook  and  E.  E.  Davis. 

.  The  Ohio  Co-Operation  Coal  Co.  was  recently; 
incorporated  at  Columbus.  Ohio,  with  an  author¬ 
ized  capital  of  $20,000.  The  incorporators  are 
E.  W.  Thompkins,  A.  E.  Thompkins,  Harry 
Thompkins,  D.  H.  Forbes  and  Orpha  Forbes. 

There  were  four  bidders  for  the  contract  to 
supply  the  water  works  at  Winona,  Minn.,  with 
coal  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  contract  was  di¬ 
vided  between  the  four  bidders  at  the  uniform 
price  of  $3.20  per  ton  for  the  bituminous  product. 

Chas.  Karg,  a  member  of  the  well  known  coal 
firm  of  Karg  Bros.,  at  Findlay,  Ohio,  died  a  few 
days  ago  at  a  hospital  in  Toledo,  Ohio.  His  mind 
had  become  deranged  a  few  months  ago,  at 
which  time  he  was  taken  to  a  hospital  for  the 
insane. 

The  contract  for  furnishing  coal  for  the  school 
buildings  at  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  was  recently 
awarded  to  the  Cincinnati  Gas  Coke,  Coal  & 
Mining  Co.,  which  will  furnish  the  coal  for  $1.60 
f.  o.  b.  the  mines.  The  amount  to  be  supplied 
is  3,500  tons. 

The  Swain  Transfer  &  Fuel  Co.,  Minneapolis, 
Minn.,  recently  purchased  the  wood  and  coal 
yards  in  that  city  formerly  belonging  to  Pitts 


Brothers,  818  Fourteenth  avenue,  southeast, 
thereby  obtaining  the  best  trackage  facilities  in 
that  part  of  the  city. 

The  Oneida  Coal  &  Feed  Co.  has  been  organ¬ 
ized  at  Oneida,  N.  Y.,  by  Darwin  E.  Leland  and 
S.  A.  Tanner,  who  have  purchased  the  busi¬ 
ness  and  property  of  the  Oneida  Coal  Co.  at  that 
point.  Mr.  Tanner  is  a  resident  of  Hamilton, 
N.  Y.,  and  will  remain  at  that  point. 

V 

Eastern  Retail  Notes. 

T.  Teien,  of  Benson,  Minn.,  will  shortly  erect 
a  large  coal  shed  and  engage  in  the  retail  fuel 
business. 

F.  L.  Anderson,  Owatonna,  Minn.,  recently 
sold  his  wood  and  coal  business  at  that  point  to 

D.  P.  Rugg. 

Meyers  &  Brooks,  Arnolds  Park,  Iowa,  re¬ 
cently  sold  their  coal  and  grain  business  to  the 
Johnson  Lumber  Co. 

J.  F.  Harral,  of  Aurora,  Ill.,  was  recently 
awarded  the  contract  for  supplying  coal  for  the 
almshouse  at  that  point. 

The  Farmers  Elevator  Co.,  of  Bird  Island, 
Minn.,  has  arranged  to  build  a  large  coal  storage 
shed  and  will  handle  fuel  at  retail. 

Henry  Rippe,  of  Fairmont,  Minn.,  recently  in¬ 
corporated  his  milling  and  coal  interests  at  that 
point,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $100,000. 

The  Henry  A.  Clark  coal  yards  at  Binghamton, 
N.  Y.,  owned  by  Harriet  G.  Clark,  were  re¬ 
cently  sold  to  Harry  Spencer,  of  Scranton,  Pa. 

W.  L.  Plott,  of  Lafayette,  Ind.,  recently  re¬ 
moved  to  Lebanon,  Ind.,  to  engage  with  his 
father,  M.  L.  Plott,  in  the  retail  coal  business. 

The  Dayton  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  Dayton, 
Ohio,  recently  held  an  important  meeting  at 
which  the  cash  system  was  discussed  and 
adopted. 

H.  C.  Behrens,  of  Forest  City,  Iowa,  recently 
sold  out  his  entire  line  of  coal  and  lumber  at 
that  place  to  the  Union  Lumber  Co.,  of  Min¬ 
neapolis,  Minn. 

The  price  of  anthracite  at  retail  in  Brooklyn 
and  New  York  has  been  advanced  to  $6.25  for  the 
month  of  July.  This  makes  the  second  advance 
this  summer  by  the  retail  dealers. 

The  contract  for  supplying  the  public  schools 
at  New  Ulm,  Minn.,  with  coal,  was  awarded  to 
H.  Nagel  &  Co.,  who  will  furnish  about  200 
tons  of  the  bituminous  product. 

The  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  re¬ 
cently  secured  the  'contract  for  supplying  coal 
for  the  city  plant  at  Youngstown,  Ohio,  at 
$1.60  per  ton,  3,000  tons  being  required. 

E.  M.  Soboda,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  is  build¬ 
ing  large  coal  storage  sheds  at  that  point,  on  the 
line  of  the  Illinois  Central  railroad,  and  will  en¬ 
gage  in  the  retail  coal  business  in  that  city. 

The  Viger  Coal  &  Wood  Co.,  Detroit,  Mich., 
recently  suffered  a  great  loss  by  fire,  which  orig¬ 
inated  in  the  company’s  bams  and  soon  spread 
to  the  coal  sheds,  causing  a  loss  of  nearly  $30,p00. 

The  Northport  Lumber  &  Coal  Co.  was  re¬ 
cently  incorporated  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  with  an 
authorized  capital  of  $20,000.  Charles  T.  Sam- 
mis  and  Arthur  P.  Copley  are  among  those  in¬ 
terested. 

The  Albright  Coal  Co.,  Oeveland,  Ohio,  re¬ 
cently  secured  the  contract  for  furnishing  coal 
for  the  county  buildings  at  that  point,  at  $3.00 
per  ton.  The  county  uses  about  $5,000  worth  of 
coal  a  year. 

Coal  handlers  at  Lawrence,  Mass.,  have  an¬ 
nounced  that  they  will  demand  a  minimum  wage 
of  $12.00  per  week,  ten  working  hours  a  day, 
after  August  nineteenth,  which  is  an  advance  of 
$1.00  a  week. 

The  Zion  Coal  &  Grain  Co.,  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
was  recently  organized  at  Fort  Worth,  Texas, 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $2,000.  The  incor¬ 
porators  are  John  A.  Mudd,  R.  H.  Beacham 
and  L.  L.  Zinn. 

The  Paine  coal  sheds  at  Iowa  City,  Iowa, 
were  partly  destroyed  by  fire  a  few  days  ago. 


causing  a  loss  of  about  $1,000.  There  were  twelve 
bins,  part  of  which  were  filled  with  coal,  all  of 
them  being  destroyed. 

The  Carsten-Offerman  Coal  Co.  was  recently 
incorporated  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  with  an  author¬ 
ized  capital  of  $50,000.  The  directors  for  the  first 
year  are  Carsten-Offerman,  A.  J.  McCollum  and 
John  M.  Zurn,  of  Brooklyn. 

Bids  were  recently  received  at  Fond  du  Lac, 
Wis.,  for  furnishing  fuel  for  the  county  jail  and 
court  house  and  the  contract  was  awarded  to 
the  Bloedell  Fuel  Co.,  which  will  furnish  Poca¬ 
hontas  coal  at  $4.00  per  ton. 

H.  E.  Stanberry,  Mason  City,  Iowa,  recently 
purchased  a  large  lot  in  Brown’s  Addition,  near 
Mason  City,  north  of  Stanberry  &  Stanberry’s 
coal  yards,  which  will  be  utilized  to  provide 
greater  facilities  for  handling  the  large  trade  of 
this  company. 

C.  D.  Beebe,  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  will  shortly  open 
a  coal  yard  in  that  city  on  the  New  York  &  New 
Haven  railroad.  He  will  erect  coal  pockets  of 
large  capacity,  holding  about  1,500  tons.  Mr. 
Beebe  has  been  engaged  in  the  coal  business  in 
West  Pittsfield. 

The  Holmes-Hallowell  Co.,  of  St.  Paul,  Minn., 
recently  secured  the  contract  for  furnishing  coal 
for  the  public  school  buildings  of  that  city  at 
$4.24  per  ton.  The  Jones  &  Adams  Co.  came  in 
for  a  part  of  the  contract  and  will  furnish  Poca¬ 
hontas  coal  at  $4.30  per  ton. 

The  Peterson  &  Packer  Coal  Co.,  Troy,  N.  Y., 
recently  increased  its  capital  stock  from  $125,000 
to  $300,000,  divided  into  shares  of  $100  each. 
The  certificate  is  signed  by  Samuel  A.  Peterson, 

F.  E.  Draper.  Harry  McGrath.  Sarah  M.  Peter¬ 
son,  George  M.  Dakin  and  H.  Williamson. 

The  firm  of  T.  Keppel’s  Sons  has  been  formed 
at  Holland,  Mich.,  as  successors  to  T.  Keppel, 
who  was  in  the  coal  business  at  that  point  for 
many  years.  The  firm  is  very  prosperous  and 
deals  in  coal  and  wood,  also  lime  and  cement. 
The  two  sons,  B.  D.  Keppel  and  A.  C.  Keppel, 
are  well  known  business  men  of  Holland. 

V 

Southern  Retail  Notes. 

The  large  coal  storage  bin  being  erected  by 
the  White  Oak  Coal  Co.  at  Richmond,  Va.,  is 
almost  completed  and  will  be  in  use  very  soon. 

George  E.  Monroe,  a  well  known  coal  dealer 
and  president  of  the  New  Castle  Coal  &  Transfer 
Co.,  at  New  Castle,  Pa.,  died  at  his  home  in 
that  city  a  few  days  ago. 

The  Peoples  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated 
at  Bowling  Green,  Ky.  Yards  will  be  established 
at  the  boat  landing  and  Aberdeen  and  Reeder 
coals  will  be  handled.  The  company  is  about 
to  begin  business. 

The  Zinn  Coal  &  Grain  Co.  was  recently  in¬ 
corporated  at  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  with  an  au¬ 
thorized  capital  of  $6,000,  to  do  a  general  mer¬ 
chandise  and  coal  business.  The  incorporators 
are  L.  L.  Zinn,  John  A.  Mugg  and  R.  H.  Beck¬ 
ham. 

The  Cumberland  River  Coal  Co.,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  recently  purchased  of  Gen.  G.  P.  Thurs¬ 
ton,  of  that  city,  a  large  lot,  the  consideration  be¬ 
ing  $1,800.  An  adjoining  lot  was  purchased  from 
the  Nashville  Roofing  Co.  for  which  $2,500  was 
paid.  The  purchasing  company  will_  shortly  erect 
a  large  coal  yard  on  the  newly  acquired  property. 

The  Mugg  &  Dryden  Co.,  of  Fort  Worth, 
Texas,  a  prominent  coal  company  of  that  city, 
recently  sold  out  to  the  Mugg  &  Beckham  Co., 
the  new  partner  being  Robert  H.  Beckham,  who, 
for  a  number  of  years,  has  been  connected  with 
the  First  National  Bank  of  that  city.  The  au¬ 
thorized  capital  of  the  new  company  is  $20,000. 

The  Rowe  Transfer  &  Coal  Co.  has  recently 
been  organized  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  with  an  au¬ 
thorized  capital  of  $25,000,  and  has  absorbed  the 
Rowe  Transfer  Co.,  of  that  city,  also  the  Dupes 
&  Taylor  Co.  The  officers  of  the  new  company 
are  Walter  T.  Rowe,  president;  John  E.  Dupes, 
vice-president ;  B.  C.  Lane,  secretary ;  C.  H.  Pauli, 
treasurer;  A.  J.  Taylor,  general  manager;  G.  A. 
Kohlhase,  manager  of  coal  department,  all  of 
Knoxville. 
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Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  ^lotes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

'I'he  Nf)rllu’ast  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Wilmington,  Del., 
to  prospect  for  and  mine  coal.  The  authorized  capital  is  $100,001).  'I  lie  in¬ 
corporators  arc  all  from  Scranton,  Pa. 

'The  Cornell  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  h'reeport,  I’a.,,  with 
an  authorized  capital  of  $10,000.  The  incorporators  are  1'.  (j.  Cornell,  W.  A. 
Iseman  and  C.  A.  Iseman,  all  of  Freeport. 

'The  Siiringer  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Wilmington,  Del., 
with  an  authorized  cajiital  of  $100,000.  'I'he  incorporators  are  James  A. 
Springer,  I).  II.  Penton  and  S.  J.  Springer,  all  of  Wilmington. 

The  Chiefton  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Clarksburg,  W.  Va., 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $1,(K)0,000.  'The  incorporators  are  Charles 
J.  Warnock,  John  W.  Davis,  E.  Bryan  Templeton,  O.  E.  SVvartz  and  Charles 
B.  Sterling. 

The  Pryor  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Greensburg,  Pa.  hav¬ 
ing  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land  in  Washington  county.  The  incor¬ 
porators  are  Julien  Clawson,  Janies  A.  Bennett,  Jay  R.  Spiegel,  John  B. 
Brunot  and  O.  J.  Clawson. 

The  By-Products  Coke  Corporation  of  Solvay  was  recently  incorpo¬ 
rated  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $5,000,000.  The 
directors  of  the  new  company  are  F.  R.  Hazard  and  W.  B.  Cogswell,  of 
Syracuse;  R.  G.  Hazard,  of  Peacedale,  R.  I.;  J.  Morgan  Wing,  of  New  York 
city,  and  Henry  Martin,  of  Rutherford,  N.  J. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Georges  Creek  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  of  Maryland,  recently  declared  a 
semi-annual  dividend  of  $2.00  per  share,  payable  July  fifth. 

The  United  States  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  is  about  to  build 
250  coke  ovens  near  Pittsburg,  at  a  cost  of  about  $200,000. 

The  Vesta  Coal  Co..  Washington,  Pa.,  recently  filed  a  mortgage  to  the 
amount  of  $2,380,000,  in  favor  of  J.  V.  Thompson,  Isaac  W.  Seamans  and 
James  R.  Barnes. 

The  Kishacociuillas  Valley  Coal  Co..  Lewistown,  Pa.,  recently  commenced 
sinking  shafts  on  land  which  it  recently  acquired  near  the  foot  of  Stone 
mountain  in  that  field. 

A  move  has  been  made  to  declare  illegal  the  stores  of  the  H.  C.  Frick 
Coke  Co.  in  the  bituminous  regions  of  Fayette  county.  Pa.,  under  the  name 
of  the  Union  Supply  Co. 

The  new  Peter’s  Run  coal  mine,  belonging  to  Creighton  &  Son,  near 
Wheeling.  W.  Va.,  will  soon  be  in  operation,  having  been  thoroughly  equipped 
with  all  modern  machinery. 

The  Cornell  Coal  Co.,  Freeport,  Pa.,  which  has  been  carrying  on  quite 
an  extensive  coal  and  coke  business  at  Freeport  and  at  Hite’s  Station,  Pa., 


has  been  dissolved,  and  will  be  succeeded  by  the  Cornell  Coal  Co.,  a  corpora- 
t'on  under  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania. 

'The  Pen-Marva  Coal  Co.,  Berlin,  Pa.,  is  making  a  new  entry  into  its 
mine  at  that  point,  which  will  afford  much  better  drainage,  as  the  coal  will 
be  struck  at  the  lowest  point. 

'The  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  is  erecting  a  new  washery 
at  the  Ewen  breaker,  near  Pittston,  which  will  be  equipped  with  the  latest 
machinery  for  the  cleaning  of  coal. 

C.  P.  Neil,  commissioner  of  labor,  has  been  selected  to  fill  the  position 
of  umpire  of  the  anthracite  conciliation  board  and  will  decide  the  two  dead- 
Ifjck  complaints  now  up  for  settlement. 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  Pottsville,  Pa.,  is  pre¬ 
paring  a  very  small  sized  coal  which  is  called  barley,  being  a  size  smaller 
than  rice.  It  is  used  in  the  operation  of  the  mine. 

The  board  of  directors  of  the  Pittsburg  Block  Coal  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa., 

recently  elected  J.  K.  Ewing  president  and  treasurer  of  the  company ;  C.  J. 

Davis,  Steubenville,  vice-president ;  Harry  E.  Zaring,  secretary. 

Orris  K.  Eldredge  was  reelected  president  of  the  Vinton  Coal  &  Iron 
Co.,  McArthur,  Ohio,  at  a  recent  meeting  of  directors  held  in  Philadelphia, 
Pa.  W.  H.  Ball,  of  Philadelphia,  was  elected  secretary  and  treasurer. 

Hix  Brothers,  of  Jefferson,  Pa.,  will  shortly  commence  the  erection  of 
a  large  coal  washery  on  the  banks  of  the  Schuylkill  river,  which,  when  com¬ 
pleted,  will  have  a  capacity  of  100  tons  of  marketable  coal  per  day. 

Frederick  J.  Anspach,  a  well  known  bituminous  coal  operator  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pa.,  died  a  few  days  ago  at  his  home  in  that  city.  Of  late  years  he 
had  been  president  of  the  Baltimore  &  Salisbury  Railroad  &  Coal  Co. 

The  Oakland  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Corinth,  W.  Va.,  near  Oakland,  Md., 

has  awarded  the  contract  for  the  erection  of  a  large  coal  washer  in  the 

vicinity  of  Corinth,  which  will  be  a  very  extensive  and  costly  affair. 

The  Berwind-White  Coal  Mining  Co.  is  equipping  the  Export  mine 
near  Quinnemont,  W.  Va.,  with  mining  machinery  recently  purchased  from 
the  J.  L.  Buery  estate,  and  will  have  it  in  operation  within  a  few  weeks. 

The  Natalie  Coal  Co.,  Shamokin,  Pa.,  recently  issued  a  notice  to  the 
effect  that  it  would  resume  operations  at  its  colliery  about  September  first. 
The  colliery  has  been  idle  over  two  years  owing  to  a  dispute  among  the 
directors  of  the  company. 

The  Black  Diamond  Coal  Co.,  formerly  of  Pottsville,  Pa.,  is  in  the 
hands  of  a  receiver.  It  was  supposed  to  be  cooperative  and  most  of  the 
stockholders  were  laboring  people.  The  property  bought  is  rich  in  coal  but 
no  dividends  have  yet  been  paid. 

The  Beech  Creek  Extension  railroad,  the  Curwensville  &  Bower,  the 
Pittsburg  &  Eastern  and  the  Clearfield  &  Southern  railroads  were  all  com¬ 
bined  recently  and  leased  to  the  New  York  Central  &  Hudson  River  rail¬ 
road  for  a  term  of  999  years.  The  New  York  Central  owns  the  stocks  of 
all  of  these  companies  and  guarantees  three  and  a  half  per  cent  dividends. 


Delaware,  Lackawanna  %  Western  Railroad  Co. 

MINES  AND  CARRIES  TO  MARKET 


S.  C.  iVgt. 


Shipments  “All  Rail/’  and  from  yards  and  docks  at  Chicago  and  Toledo. 


Soft  Coal  Department :  BLACK  BAND 

C.  L.  DERINC, 

'When  you  buy  “SCRANTON" 

■ 

Mined  in  West  Virginia. 

NOTEI  Not  genuine  unless  invoice  is  accom* 

Manager  Chicago  Office, 

be  sure  you  get  the  GENUINE 

■ 

panied  by  certificate  from  this  office.  ^ 

1000-10  Old  Colony. 

D.  L.  &  W.  Scranton. 

— 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

We  beg  to  advise  that  on  Wednesday,  April 
19th,  1905,  the  general  offices  of  this  company 
were  removed  to  the  second  floor.  Railway 
Exchange  Building,  corner  Michigan  Avenue 
and  Jackson  Boulevard,  Chicago,  Ill. 

The  Jones  4  Adams  Company 

Telephone  He,.rrisor\  3720 


No.  1] 
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Literary  Notes. 


Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 


The  newsfiapers  chronicle  the  death,  June  twenty-second,  of  two  members  of  the 
Perry  expedition  to  Japan,  1853-54.  The  July  Century  contains  the  personal  recollec¬ 
tions  of  this  expedition  of  John  S.  Sewall,  who  was  a  member  of  Commodore  Perry  s 
party,  and  who  is  probably  the  last  survivor  of  the  famous  expedition. 

In  1903  the  average  amount  paid  for  freight  movement  by  each  inhabitant  of  the 
United  States  was  $16.72.  Had  the  rate  paid  been  the  same  as  it  was  in  1880  and  the 
same  freight  movement  made,  the  freight  charge  per  capita  would  have  been  $27.40.  It 
the  freight  rate  of  1880  had  remained  stationary,  as  it  has  practically  done  in  tngland, 
and  the  country  had  made'  the  same  freight  movement  that  has  been  tnade  since  then, 
there  would  have  been  paid  to  the  transportation  companies  in  excess  of  what  has  been 
paid  since  that  date  13.5  per  cent  of  the  total  increase  in  wealth  since  that  _  date.  It 
the  same  freight  movement  from  1880  to  1904  had  been  made,,  and  the  freight  rates 

(Continued  on  page  38) 


Attractive  Investments 
in  Coal  Lands 

can  now  be  made  in  the  Cahaba  Fields  of  Ala¬ 
bama,  recently  penetrated  by  the  Seaboard’s  Bir¬ 
mingham  extension. 

One  particularly  profitable  opportunity  embraces 
3,000  acres  carrying  four  veins,  two  of  them  four  feet 
each,  and  two  three  feet  each.  One  of  the  latter 
now  in  operation  producing  250  tons  daily,  with 
an  established  market  in  Alabama,  Georgia,  North 
and  South  Carolina.  City  water  works,  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  and  Cedartown,  Ga.,  use  this  coal  in  prefer¬ 
ence  to  all  others.  Property  also  has  fine  water 
power,  deposits  of  iron  ore,  lime  stone  and  mould¬ 
ing  sand,  and  good  timber,  making  an  ideal 
furnace  proposition.  Owner  has  not  sufficient 
capital  to  develop  to  maximum,  and  will  sell  or 
join  responsible  parties  in  more  extensive  opera¬ 
tions.  Seaboard  will  contract  for  supply  of  com= 
pany  luel  at  a  guaranteed  profit  to  the  operator. 

For  additional  information  concerning  this  and 
other  properties  address 

j.  w.  white: 

General  Ind.  Agent.  SEABOARD  AIR  LINE  RAILWAY 

Portsmouth,  Virginia 


New  Southern  Enterprises. 

The  Petersburg  Fuel  Co.,  was  recently  incorporated  at  Petersburg,  Va., 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $50,000.  The  object  of  the  company  is  to 
conduct  a  general  wholesale  and  retail  coal  buiness. 

The  Keystone  Mining  &  Manufacturing  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at 
Henderson,  Ky.,  with  an  autliorized  capital  of  $150,000.  The  incorporators 
are  James  L.  Mitchell  and  Murray  B.  Cartwright,  of  Philadelphia,  and  James 
L.  Nicholson,  Henderson,  Ky. 

The  Black  Wolf  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Tazewell,  Va., 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $100,000.  The  incorporators  are  A.  St.  Clair, 
president,  Tazewell,  Va. ;  George  W.  Moore  Jr.,  vice-president,  Lynchburg, 
Va. ;  George  L.  Fleming,  Lynchburg,  secretary  and  treasurer. 

The  Patterson  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  which  was  recently  organized  under 
the  laws  of  the  state  of  West  Virginia,  has  filed  a  certificate  naming  an  agent 
and  place  of  business  in  Arkansas.  George  W.  Dodd,  of  Hartford,  Ark.,  is 
named  as  agent.  The  company  is  capitalized  at  $100,000.  The  incorporators 
are  residents  of  Gynn,  Ark. 


General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 


The  Brick  Dale  Coal  Co.,  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  recently  passed  into  the 
control  of  J.  L.  Manring,  president  of  the  Manring  coal  exchange,  Middles- 
boro,  Ky. 

The  No.  4  mine  at  Ensley,  Ala.,  which  has  recently  been  equipped  with 
electricity,  has  broken  the  record  for  producing  coal  several  times  within  the 
past  few  weeks. 

The  New  River  Coal  Sales  Co.,  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  recently  opened  an 
office  in  Richmond,  Va.,  for  the  purpose  of  extending  its  trade  in  that  state 
and  the  Carolinas. 

Many  new  coal  mines  are  being  opened  in  the  vicinity  of  South  Mc- 
Alester,  Indian  territory,  which  will  greatly  add  to  the  output  or  produc¬ 
tion  of  that  district. 


R.  O.  Campbell,  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  recently  secured  an  option  on  7,500  acres 
of  coal  lands  near  Sparta,  Tenn.,  and  it  is  believed  will  develop  the  same  as 
soon  as  drilling  has  been  completed. 

The  Bonham  Oil  &  Coal  Co.,  which  was  recently  incorporated  at  Bonham, 
Tex.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $35,000,  has  begun  active  development 
work  and  will  soon  be  mining  coal  and  drilling  for  oil. 

The  Cumberland  Coal  Co.,  composed  of  Pennsylvania  capitalists,  has 
recently  purchased  large  tracts  of  land  in  the  Brush  creek  district  of  Ten¬ 
nessee.  A  railroad  is  being  built  and  work  is  progressing  rapidlly  on  this 


improvement. 


G.  G.  BOWMAN 


MINERand  SHIPPER 

ANTHRACITE  -  COKE-  BITUMINOUS 


'  (Berntce  District), 
slthtns 


SOIiE  8HIPPF.R 
“Avoca”  (Pittston  District) .  “l.opez’ 

aillirE  AOENT 

OBnek  Moantaln”  “Perfectloa”  8i 

“Big  Vein  L<ehlgh” 

“Wilkes  Barre”  “White  Oak  Steam 

And  other  grades  Anthracite  And  other  grades  BituniBOM 
Connellsville,  Liatrobe,  Oallltzin  and  West  Virginia  Coke. 

ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  1 19  WILLIAM  ST.,  PIHSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P.  R.  R.,  P.  &  R.  R.  R., 

L.  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R.,  and  their  connections. 
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The  St.  Louis  and 

BIGMUDDYGOALCO. 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICE, 

CARBONDALE,  ILL. 

CAPACITY 

2,500 

TONS 
DAILY. 


MINES  NEAR 

GARTERVILLE, 

Williamson  County, 
Illinois. 

SOLE 

PROPRIETORS 

HURRICANE 

COAL 

A  600  ton  dally  capacity 
Lubrig  Coal  Wasbini 
Plant  operated  In  con* 
nectlon  with  mine. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


[July  8 


On  all  coal  hauled  from  the  mines  in  Virginia  to  Bristol,  Tenn.,  for 
steam  use  a  reduction  of  twenty-five  cents  will  be  made  in  the  freight  rate/ 
This  means  a  great  saving  for  the  manufacturing  interests  of  Bristol. 

The  coal  fields  of  Eastland  county  in  Texas  are  attracting  a  great  deal 
of  attention  at  this  time  and  development  work  is  going  on  in  all  parts  of  the 
field.  The  coal  vein  is  the  thickest  in  the  state,  reaching  fifty-four  inches. 

The  Crow  Creek  Coal  &  Land  Co.,  which  recently  applied  for  a  charter 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $50,000,  will  begin  development  work  on  its 
property.  The  incorporators  are  Chattanooga  capitalists  and  the  mines  are 
located  in  that  field. 

The  Tennessee  Coal  Co.,  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  recently  held  its  annual 
meeting  and  the  following  directors  were  named :  H.  L.  McClin,  H.  B. 
Branner,  J.  J.  Reed,  Dr.  J.  H.  Kincaid  and  George  P.  Chandler.  The  officers 
elected  are  as  follows:  President,  George  P.  Chandler;  vice-president,  H.  B. 
Branner;  secretary  and  treasurer,  H.  L.  McClung. 

V 

An  important  conference  was  held  a  few  days  ago  between  officials  of 
the  Dominion  Coal  Co.,  Montreal,  Canada,  and  the  representatives  of  the 
miners  in  the  different  collieries  of  the  company  with  reference  to  mining 
the  larger  coal,  the  outcome  of  which  undoubtedly  will  prove  satisfactory  to 
all  concerned. 

It  is  thought  probable  that  the  miners  at  the  Westminster  colliery  of  the 
Clarence  Coal  Co.,  Pittston,  Pa.,  will  go  on  strike,  contending  that  they 
should  receive  higher  compensation  for  removing  coal  where  there  are  rock 
difficulties  than  where  there  as  not  any. 

V 

Literary  ^lotes. 

(Continued  from  page  17) 

had  been  as  high  as  in  England  in  1895,  62  per  cent  of  the  total  growth  in  wealth 
would  have  been  consumed  in  additional  freight  rates.  Thus,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
but  that,  on  the  whole,  the  freight  rates  of  the  country  have  been  adjusted  in  the 
past  in  very  nearly  the  best  way  possible  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  country’s  commerce. 
— From  “The  Freight  Rates  that  Were  Made  by  the  Railroads,”  by  W.  D.  Taylor,  in 
the  American  Monthly  Review  of  Reviews  for  July. 


The  opening  chapters  of  “The  Reckoning,”  chronologically  the  fourth  historical 
novel  in  Robert  W.  Chambers’s  successful  series  treating  that  part  of  the  war  of  inde¬ 
pendence  which  particularly  affected  the  great  landed  families  of  northern  New  York, 
the  Johnsons,  the  Butlers,  the  Schuylers,  Van  Rensselaers  and  others,  will  appear  in 
the  July  issue  of  Appleton's  Booklovers  Magazine.  They  give  a  fascinating  picture  of 
life  in  New  York  in  the  time  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  when  the  continental  troops  were 
strong  enough  to  keep  him  caged  in  the  city,  and  they  lived  a  life  of  sport  and  pleasure 
while  waiting  for  reinforcements  that  never  came.  A  peculiarity  of  the  novel  is  that 
the  hero  is  a  spy,  and  yet  a  noble  man  who  longs  to  face  his  foes  in  the  open,  but 
regards  it  as  bis  duty  to  risk  his  life  fightiifg  them  by  stealth  under  the  orders  of  “His 
Excellency  General  Washington.  Everyone  who  has  read  the  book  has  fallen  in  love 
with  the  heroine  at  sight. 

The  boys  and  girls  are  represented  in  the  National's  July  frontispieces,  the  former 
with  a  laughable  picture  of  a  home-made  “sailomobile,”  the  latter  with  a  charming  photo¬ 
graphic  study  of  My  Dear  Rag  Doll.  New  and  attractive  snapshot  photographs  of 
senators,  foreign  ministers,  British  and  American  naval  officers  and  society  leaders,  with 
fine  portraits  of  Vice-President  and  Mrs.  Fairbanks  and  Senators  Lafollette  and  Alger, 
are  among  the  illustrations  of  “Affairs  at  Washin^on.”  Joe  Mitchell  Chappie  varies 
his  monthly  letter  from  the  capital  by  describing  in  a  happy  style  an  old  fashioned 
Fourth  of  July  celebration  in  an  Iowa  village.  Senator  McCumber,  of  South  Dakota, 
contributes  a  remarkable  paper  entitled  “What  Lies  Ahead  of  this  People,”  in  which 
be  declares,  and  scientifically  demonstrates,  that  “paternalism  is  the  inevitable  sequence 
of  all  social  evolution.”  The  merriest,  wittiest,  tenderest  love  story  of  a  decade  is 
Lilian  True  Bryant’s  novelette,  “The  Evolution  of  Cousin  Marcella,”  of  which  the  first 
half  is  given  in  the  National  for  July;  the  remainder  to  appear  in  August.  Other 
fiction  titles  are:  “$30,000,000  in  Sight,”  by  Cbristobelle  van  Asmus  Bunting;  “At 
Five  O’clock  in' the  Morning,”  by  L.  M.  Montgomery;  and  “Michael  Ryan,  Capit^ist,” 
a  serial  by  F.  F.  D.  Albery. 


Standard  Quality  Round,  50  Conts 
Standard  Quality  Octagon,  60  Cents 
Extra  Quality  Round,  75  Cents 
Extra  Quality  Octagon,  85  Cents 


Standard  Grade,  3 [Cents 
Crucible  Grade,  Cents 
Extra  Tool,  4  Cents 
All  Strictly  Guaranteed 


BEST  RAIL  BENDER 

For  12  lb.  Rail,  $9.00;  20  lb..  $10.00;  35  lb.,  $13.50;  50  lb.,  $20  00 


MADE  ON  EARTH 
AND  LOWEST  PRICE 


U.  S.  TOOL  CO. 


Coal  Drills,  Tools 


BOX 


3  7  7 


Pittsburg,  Pa. 


WILLIAMS  &  PETERS 


KEYSTONE 

JERMYN 

WILKESBARRE 


PITTSTON 

CLARION 

BLOSSBURG 


1  BROADWAY.  NEW  YORK. 


BRANCH 

£.  O.  SOHERniEBHORN,  Rastern  Sales  Agent, 

141  Milk  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

WILLIAMS,  WELLS  &  CO., 

40  Meadow  St.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 


offices: 

W.  T.  ROBERTS,  Western  Sales  Agent, 
1112  Prudential  Bldg.,  Buffalo,  N.  ¥. 

F.  N.  PEASE,  Southwestern  Sales  Agent, 
215  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago,  Ill. 


The  Black  Diamond 

VoL.  35.  No.  2.  CHICAGO.  JULY  16,  1906.  NEW  YORK  83.00  Per  Ye*e. 


General  Review  of  tKe  Markets. 


Comparatively  there  are  few  new  features  in  connection  with  the 
coal  trade  of  the  country.  Summer  inactivity  has  the  industry  in  its 
grasp  and  until  there  is  a  change  in  the  weather  and  consumption  begins 
to  show  some  indications  of  increasing  it  is  not  to  be  expected  there 
will  be  much  improvement.  Cold  weather  will  be  the  best  tonic  for 
the  situation  together  with  the  industrial  activity  which  always  follows 
the  harvest  of  the  crops  and  the  preparations  on  the  part  of  man¬ 
ufacturers  for  the  holiday  and  winter  demand.  Now,  people  are  too 
busy  with  vacations  and  combating  the  summer  heat  to  pay  much 
attention  to  coal,  except  where  it  is  absolutely  required  for  steam  or 
other  industrial  purposes.  The  demand  from  the  domestic  trade  is 
at  the  lowest  ebb  of  the  year,  and  nowhere  is  there  much  coal  going 
into  storage. 

In  the  bituminous  industry  there  are  some  features  which  have 
an  influence  on  market  conditions.  In  the  eastern  trade,  freight 
rates  on  coastwise  craft  are  at  a  very  low  point,  and  shipping  com¬ 
panies  are  urging  their  favored  customers  to  take  in  coal  at  this  time, 
on  account  of  the  saving  that  will  result  in  the  price  alongside  at 
discharging  ports.  Vessels  are  in  plentiful  supply,  being  freely 
offered  at  low  rates  at  all  of  the  loading  ports.  It  is  estimated  that 
by  purchasing  high  grade  standard  bituminous  coals  now,  and  taking 
advantage  of  this  feature  of  the  situation,  the  buyer  can  save  an 
average  of  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  as  compared  with  the  price  alongside 
a  few  months  later.  In  addition  to  this  saving,  where  buyers  have 
storage  room,  they  will  avoid  much  annoyance  which  may  be  met  with 
if  they  delay  ordering  coal  forward  till  later  in  the  season.  Insurance 
rates  on  cargoes  are  also  lower,  due  to  the  smaller  hazard  in  connection 
with  summer  ocean  transportation  as  compared  with  the  autumn  and 
early  part  of  the  winter.  Buyers  who  have  storage  room  and  those 
located  at  shoal-water  ports  are  receiving  most  attention  from  the 
sales  agents  in  the  hope  that  they  will  enter  the  market  more  actively. 

The  volume  of  new  bituminous  business  in  the  east  is  light  and 
is  confined  to  the  demand  for  current  requirements,  both  in  the  Atlantic 
coastwise  and  the  all-rail  trade.  The  general  stagnation  in  business 
this  month  is  the  source  of  this  quietness.  Most  large  industrial 
companies  requiring  coal  for  fuel  or  power  purposes  have  covered,  their 
requirements  by  contract,  on  which  they  are  demanding  deliveries  as 
requirements  necessitate,  so  that  the  demand  for  ‘Tree”  coal  is  re¬ 
stricted. 

The  general  trend  of  prices  at  leading  eastern  markets,  however, 
is  steady  in  spite  of  this  quietness.  Eailroads  continue  to  exercise 
more  or  less  supervision’ over  the  coal  moving  over  their  lines,  the 
consequence  being  that  they  are  using  every  legitimate  effort  to  prevent 
an  accumulation  at  important  centers.  In  addition  operators  in 
central  Pennsylvania  and  other  districts  are  taking  advantage  of  the 
quiet  market  conditions  to  make  necessary  repairs  at  their  operations, 
with  the  result  that  production  has  been  considerably  curtailed  in  some 
of  the  most  important  districts.  Prices  therefore  are  maintained  on 
a  steady  basis  at  nearly  all  points. 

Mines  In  Illinois  Have  Uesumed. 

In  the  western  bituminous  trade,  the,  most  important  feature  of 
the  week  was  the  resumption  of  mining  operations  in  Illinois  on  Mon¬ 
day,  after  a  lockout  on  the  part  of  the  operators  extending  over  a 
period  of  ten  days.  The  result  of  the  arbitration  of  the  labor  diffi¬ 
culties  between  the  operators  and  miners  was  a  compromise,  which 
provides  that  the  miners  shall  pay  half  the  expense  of  shot  firers  where 
the  law  requires  that  they  shall  be  used.  In  some  localities,  the  men 
remain  out  owing  to  disputes  over  local  mining  conditions.  The 
question  as  teethe  necessity  of  using  two  pounds  of  powder  in  blasting 
in  some  of  the  mines  is  the  cause  of  this  disagreement.  Under  the  law 
all  mines  using  not  to  'exceed  two  pounds  of  powder  do  not  require 
shot  firers.  Operators  contend  in  some  instances  that  miners  are 
using  more  powder  « than  is  required  to  lighten  their  work,  and  the 
mine-owners  have  decided  that  the  use  of  powder  shall  be  restricted. 

Probably  more  than  fifty  per  cent  of  the  normal  capacity  of  the 


mines  in  Illinois  was  producing  on  Monday,  and  by  Wednesday  nearly 
all  of  the  mines  for  which  there  were  orders  were  in  operation,  while 
Some  were  producing  where  there  were  no  orders.  Western  coal  op¬ 
erators  should  be  careful  at  this  time  not  to  produce  more  coal  tlian 
they  have  orders  for.  In  anticipation  of  the  recent  lockout  many  large 
contract  buyers  stored  an  extra  supply  of  coal  the  latter  part  of  J  une 
to  tide  them  over  three  or  four  weeks  until  the  trouble  was  ended. 
Some  of  this  coal  still  remains  in  storage,  and  until  it  is  used  up, 
such  buyers  will  hardly  be  in  the  market  for  further  tonnage,  which 
will  give  the  situation  in  the  west  an  added  quietness  during  the  next 
two  or  three  weeks,  until  it  has  been  consumed.  Coal  operators,  in 
some  instances,  are  not  entirely  satisfied  with  the  decision  of  Judge 
Gray,  the  umpire  of  the  arbitration  commission,  because  they  had 
hoped  and  believed  that  the  wage  contract  signed  a  year  ago  last  April 
could  not  be  set  aside  by  new  conditions. 

Anthracite  Demand  Generally  Is  Quiet. 

Generally  western  markets  on  bituminous  coal  are  quiet.  The 
eastern  product  holds  to  a  steadier  level  of  prices,  owing  to  the  Tact 
that  such  producers  are  moving  their  coal  to  docks  on  the  great  lakes. 
There  is  a  fair  tonnage  moving  to  such  dock  territory,  which  is  taking 
just  that  much  coal  out  of  the  all-rail  market.  The  effect  of  the 
resumption  of  mining  in  Illinois  has  been  to  weaken  prices  on  nearly 
all  western  coals,  to  the  extent  that  shipping  companies  are  slightly 
more  anxious  to  do  business  and  are  offering  inducements  in  some 
cases  to  those  who  will  take  in  the  product  at  this  time.  Prices  on 
Illinois  coal  are  not  well  defined  at  present,  but  doubtless  will  be  by 
the  early  part  of  next  week. 

In  the  anthracite  trade  the  demand  in  the  east  is  inclined  to  be 
quiet,  although  there  is  not  much  surplus  coal  anywhere.  Most  of 
the  collieries  were  closed  down  last  week  on  account  of  the  national 
holiday  on  Tuesday,  so  that  comparatively  speaking  production  was 
very  light.  In  the  hands  of  eastern  shipping  agents  there  were  orders 
from  the  line  trade  or  from  other  factors  which  readily  absorbed  all 
the  coal  that  was  produced. 

One  feature  of  importance  in  connection  with  the  eastern  anthra¬ 
cite  trade  is  the  announcement  of  the  New  Haven  road  that  rates  and 
conditions  of  shipment  will  remain  the  same.  This  road  attempted 
to  divert  part  of  its  tonnage  which  has  been  moving  all-rail  to  the 
loading  ports  and  vessels,  in  order  that  it  might  obtain  relief  over  its 
rails  during  the  period  of  summer  passenger  travel.  Pates  to  certain 
points  on  the  New  Haven  road  were  to  have  been  withdrawn  on  August 
thirty-first,  thus  forcing  the  movement  in  other  directions.  A  recon¬ 
sideration  of  the  matter  on  the  part  of  the  officials  has  resulted  in  the 
announcement  that  the  rates  will  continue  as  at  present. 

This  matter  was  a  vital  one  to  some  of  the  producing  factors  in 
the  anthracite  region,  owing  to  the  fact  that  considerable  time  and 
money  hawe  been  spent  in  developing  the  all-rail  demand  along  the 
line  of  this  road.  Had  the  withdrawal  of  these  rates  occurred,  all  of 
this  effort  would  have  been  lost. 

Prices  on  eastern  anthracite  coals  continue  regular,  except  on 
some  of  the  smaller  sizes.  Pea  coal  seems  to  be  neglected  for  steam 
use  owing  to  the  greater  economy  connected  with  using  still  finer 
sizes.  There  is  some  talk  on  the  part  of  producers  to  the  effect  that 
prices  on  pea:  either  must  be  reduced  or  be  increased  on  the  barley  and 
other  finer  sizes  to  maintain  the  proper  equilibrium. 

In  the  west  the  demand  for  anthracite  is  slight,  and  most  of  the 
leading  sales  agents  have  become  discouraged  as  to  the  prospects  for 
July  business.  The  small  discount  from  the  full  circular  basis  at  this 
time,  together  with  lethargy  on  the  part  of  buyers  are  responsible  for 
these  conditions.  Movement  from  the  collieries  westward  during  thu 
past  week  has  been  light,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  collieries  in  most 
of  the  districts  suspended  work  last  week  and  the  coal  that  was  pro¬ 
duced  was  required  at  eastern  points.  Movement  of  anthracite  from 
Buffalo  by  lake  the  first  eight  days  of  July  this  year  was  considerably 
less  than  it  was  for  the  corresponding  period  a  year  ygo. 
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Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  West. 


Office  of  The  Bi.ack  Diamond, 
Chicago,  111.,  July  14. 

A  number  of  features  have  occurred  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  western  bituminous  trade  during 
the  week  whicli  promise  to  have  more  or  less 
influence  on  market  conditions.  One  of  the 
most  important  of  these  is  the  resumption  of  rnin- 
ing  operations  in  Illinois.  In  a  number  of  mines 
work  was  resumed  on  last  Saturday,  and  on 
Monday  there  was  an  almost  general  resumption 
in  the  leading  producing  districts  of  the  state. 
The  tonnage  the  early  part  of  the  week,  however, 
was  not  large  in  volume  for  the  whole  state, 
probably  amounting  to  fifty  per  cent  of  the  pro¬ 
duction  under  normal  conditions.  Some  of  the 
miners  were  away  from  home  when  orders  were 
issued  to  return  to  work,  and  necessarily  some" 
repairs  were  rccpiired  after  the  short  shut-down, 
all  of  which  had  more  or  less  effect  on  the 
amount  of  coal  produced.  In  connection  with  re¬ 
sumption  there  have  been  some  temporary  trou¬ 
bles  at  some  of  the  Illinois  mines.  At  machine 
mines  disputes  have  arisen  in  some  instances  be¬ 
tween  the  operators  and  the  miners  as  to  the 
amount  of  powder  required  in  blasting.  Some 
of  the  operators  have  posted  notices  that  miners 
shall  not  use  to  exceed  two  pounds  of  powder  in 
blasting  operations.  This  makes  it  unnecessary 
for  them  to  engage  shot-firers,  as  the  law  only  re- 
(|uires  such  officials  where  the  amount  of  powder 
used  exceeds  two  pounds.  Miners,  in  some  in- 
stancTes,  have  refused  to  go  to  work  where  such 
notices  have  been  posted,  but  it  is  not  expected 
that  local  troubles  of  tliis  character  will  con¬ 
tinue  for  any  great  length  of  time  and  that  ad¬ 
judication  will  quickly  follow  in  most  instances. 

llesumiJtion  Has  Weakened  Market. 

The  effect  of  resumption  of  mining  operations 
is  being  felt  in  the  principal  markets  where  Illi¬ 
nois  coal  is  disposed  of.  In  the  Chicago  market 
weakness  has  developed  on  run-of-mine  and 
screenings  from  Indiana,  although  the  price  situ¬ 
ation  as  to  Illinois  coal  is  not  definitely  enough 
defined  at  this  time  to  tell  what  the  effect  will 
be.  Cenerally  the  few  shippers  having  Illinois 
coal  on  track  the  first  of  the  week  asked  the  same 
prices  as  the  latter  part  of  June,  just  before  the 
mines  were  closed.  As  there  has  been  little  busi¬ 
ness  developed,  the  market  as  represented  by 
actual  trading  is  in  a  more  or  less  chaotic  state 
and  it  will  not  be  till  the  early  part  of  next  week 
before  it  settles  to  a  steady  basis. 

Tlirougli  Frelglit  Hates  Withdrawn. 

Another  feature  in  connection  with  the  west¬ 
ern  all-rail  trade  was  the  official  announcement 
by  two  of  the  leading  trunk  lines  of  the  with- 
draw'al  of  through  rates  from  the  Illinois  and 
Indiana  coal  fields  to  northwestern  points  in  dock 
territory.  'I'hese  are  two  of  the  important  roads 
and  it  is  understood  that  the  action  was  taken 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  better  protection  to 
the  dock  interests,  where  much  of  their  coal 
tonnage  originates.  Unless  a  new  arrangement 
is  entered  into  between  the  initial  lines  and 
connecting  roads  at  Chicago,  through  rates  on 
all-rail  coal  will  be  eliminated  from  the  tariffs 
of  both  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  and  the 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  roads  after  July 
twentieth.  Other  roads  such  as  the  Rock  Island, 
Burlington,  Chicago  Great  Western  and  Illinois 
Central  will  continue  their  through  tariffs  in 
all-rail  territory.  The  effect  of  this  move  on  the 
part  of  the  trunk  lines  mentioned  will  be  to  re¬ 
strict  mere  or  less  the  volume  of  all-rail  coal 
tonnage  rneving  into  their  territory  and  raise  the 
freight  rates  on  such  all-rail  coal  as  is  hereafter 
hauled.  The  amount  of  the  advance  will  be  any¬ 
where  from  ten  to  fifty  cents  a  ton,  according  to 
destination.  Under  this  arrangement  all-rail 
shippers  will  continue  to  be  able  to  ship  to  such 
important  points  as  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul, 
under  the  former  through  tariff  rate  over  the 
lines  which  have  not  withdrawn  it,  so  that  the 
only  effect  will  be  felt  in  southern  Wisconsin, 
southern  Minnesota  and  some  parts  of  northern 
Iowa.  In  the  aggregate  it  is  not  expected  that 
there  will  be  very  serious  consequences,  although 
during  ihe  summer  when  demand  is  not  active 
it  may  have  some  influence. 

Producers  and  shippers  of  standard  Pocahontas 


and  New  River  coals  are  beginning  to  consider  a 
price  advance  on  their  product  to  take  effect  Sep¬ 
tember  first.  Run-of-mine  standard  smokeless 
coal  will  be  held  firmly  at  $1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mines 
after  that  date,  with  the  prospect  that  it  may  go 
to  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  before  the  end  of  win¬ 
ter.  Screened  lump  and  egg  coal  coming  under 
the  same  head  will  be  held  at  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  with  the  beginning  of  fall,  and  it  is  the 
common  impression  that  it  may  go  to  $2.00  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter.  Producing  and  shipping  com¬ 
panies  are  not  contracting  at  present  prices  for 
delivery  after  that  date,  and,  in  fact,  will  not 
accept  any  winter  contracts  at  any  price,  pre¬ 
ferring  to  hold  their  product  to  be  offered  in  the 
open  market. 

There  has  been  a  revision  of  the  freight  rates 
from  the  Connellsville,  Pocahontas  and  New 
River  fields  on  coke  intended  for  iron  ore  smelt¬ 
ing  purposes,  reducing  the  former  rates  to  Chi¬ 
cago,  South  Chicago,  Joliet  and  Milwaukee.  The 
reduction  at  Chicago,  South  Chicago  and  Joliet 
has  been  from  $2.C5  per  ton  from  the  various 
fields  to  $2.35  per  ton.  To  Milwaukee  the  reduc¬ 
tion  has  been  from  $2.75  per  ton  to  $2.55  per  ton. 
These  rates  are  announced  as  only  applying  to 
coke  shipments  for  smelting  iron  ore,  other  coke, 
including  foundry,  taking  the  old  rate.  There  is  a 
feejing  on  the  part  of  some  in  the  coke  trade 
that  these  rates  are  discrimination,  inasmuch  as 
they  apply  to  only  one  class  of  consignees, 
whereas  all  other  consignees  shipping  the  same 
quality  of  coke'  would  be  obliged  to  pay  a  higher 
rate.  The  new  rates  are  already  in  effect. 

Dullness  Continues  In  Anthracite. 

In  the  anthracite  trade  dullness  continues  to  be 
the  leading  characteristic,  and  while  here  and 
there  a  shipping  agent  may  be  found  who  is 
willing  to  admit  a  slight  increase  of  orders,  the 
general  run  of  the  business  is  unsatisfactory, 
with  little  hope  of  any  immediate  improvement. 
Metropolitan  dealers  in  Chicago,  who  disposed 
of  considerable  coal  during  June,  report  that 
their  business  now  is  flat,  and  that  it  scarcely 
pays  them  to  keep  their  offices  open.  Consumers 
are  away  from  home  on  vacations,  and  this,  of 
course,  affects  a  large  tonnage.  Those  who  re¬ 
mained  at  home  are  deferring  placing  orders 
until  later  in  the  year,  so  that  stagnation  is  the 
rule.  Shipping  agents  are  doing  a  small  amount 
of  business  all  the  time,  but  in  the  aggregate  are 
not  kept  busy.  From  the  west  there  is  some  talk 
now  and  then  of  manipulation  of  freight  rates 
to  Omaha  and  similar  points,  but  it  is  difficult 
to  secure  actual  evidence  if  this  is  being  done. 
One  Iowa  railroad  is  said  to  be  the  principal 
offender  in  this  respect. 

Jobbers  selling  “private”  anthracite  continue 
to  make  low  prices  in  some  instances  to  force 
tonnage,  and  there  are  other  irregularities  in 
connection  with  the  trade,  due  to  the  prevailing 
dullness. 

The  early  part  of  the  present  week  there  was 
not  much  tonnage  coming  to  the  west,  either  all¬ 
rail  or  lake  and  rail.  The  suspension  of  opera¬ 
tions  at  many  of  the  collieries  last  week  resulted 
in  a  light  production,  so  that  temporarily  there 
is  not  much  coal  to  forward.  It  is  expected,  how¬ 
ever,  that  lake  movement  from  this  time  forward 
will  show  some  increase,  as  the  season  of  naviga¬ 
tion  is  about  half  over  and  the  docks  have  not 
yet  accumulated  the  supply  they  do  ordinarily. 
It  is  expected  that  dock  stocks  will  be  made  as 
heavy  as  possible  during  the  present  summer  in 
anticipation  of  possible  labor  troubles  in  the 
producing  region  next  spring,  which  will  doubt¬ 
less  give  the  lake  situation  an  appearance  of 
activity  from  this  time  on. 

Kastern  Bituminous  Coals  are  Steady. 

In  the  bituminous  trade,  eastern  coals  continue 
to  be  more  or  less  quiet,  although  they  hold 
steady  in  price,  as  a  rule.  Standard  smokeless 
run-of-mine  from  the  New  River  and  Poca¬ 
hontas  fields  is  held  on  the  basis  of  $1.00@1.10 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  and  these  prices,  it  is  believed, 
are  being  maintained  by  all  the  important  inter¬ 
ests.  Once  in  a  while  some  shipping  agent  in 
his  zeal  for  business  may  give  a  few  cents  off 
his  commission  to  secure  business,  but  these 
instances  are  rare  and  the  state  of  the  market  is 


as  good  as  could  be  expected.  Lump  and  egg 
are  not  in  active  request,  but  the  market  rules 
steady  on  the  basis  of  $1.50@1.60  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $3.55@3.C5  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Rescreened 
Pocahontas  run-of-mine  rules  on  the  basis  of 
$1.00  f.  o.  b.  mine  or  $3.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Tug 
river  and  other  thin  vein  coals  are  held  at  95c 
I(7$1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.00@3.05  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago. 

West  Virginia  splint  interests  are  pushing  out 
aggressively  for  business  in  the  west  and  con¬ 
tinue  to  close  some  contracts  for  the  season. 
Prices  on  contract  business,  and  particularly 
cargo  shipments,  are  low,  owing  to  this  keen 
competition.  Kanawha  lump  is  held  on  the  basis 
of  $1.25^1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.15@3.25 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Winifrede  splint  offered  in  box 
cars  is  held  on  the  basis  of  $1.40  f.  o.  b.  the 
cars,  or  $3.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  the  various  inter¬ 
ests  holding  to  a  steady  market.  Other  splint 
coals  hold  to  the  same  comparative  basis  as 
those  quoted.  Movement  on  contracts  for  in¬ 
dustrial  requirements  is  quiet  at  the  moment, 
owing  to  some  of  the  factories  being  closed  down. 

situation  As  to  Fairmont  Coal. 

In  Fairmont  coals  there  is  some  accumulation 
at  Chicago,  which  temporarily  has  resulted  in 
lower  prices.  In  territory  outside  of  Chicago, 
however,  prices  rule  fairly  steady,  with  very  lit¬ 
tle  cutting  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  interests. 
Three-quarter  coal  for  shipment  from  the  mines 
to  country  points  is  held  at  90c@$1.00  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines.  Run-of-mine  coal  for  similar  ship¬ 
ment  is  quoted  at  80@85c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  In 
the  Chicago  market  some  Fairmont  three-quarter 
coal  has  sold  at  75c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.65 
f.  o.  b.  Qiicago,  although  the  general  asking  price 
for  coal  on  track  is  80@90c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$2.70@2.80  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

There  are  no  important  features  in  connection 
with  the  market  on  Youghiogheny  coal  in  the 
west.  Occasionally  a  sale  is  reported  of  a  small 
lot  of  three-quarter  coal  at  95c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
but  the  general  range  of  prices  on  this  product 
is  $1.00(®1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.90@3.00 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Hocking  coal  shows  some  variation  in  price 
in  the  leading  all-rail  markets  as  a  result  of  the 
desire  of  some  of  the  companies  to  do  business. 

In  Indiana  prices  are  more  or  les^  cut  up,  and 
coal,  it  is  claimed,  has  been  sold  at  $1.10  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  for  lump,  although  the  general  asking 
price  for  western  shipment  is  $1.25@1.35  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $2.90@3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Demand 
is  not  active.  Some  of  the  larger  producing  com¬ 
panies  are  not  trying  to  force  business,  but  are 
taking  such  orders  as  come'  to  them  on  the  cir¬ 
cular  basis.  Much  coal  is  moving  up  the  great 
lakes  from  Toledo  and  other  shipping  ports,  in 
an  effort  to  accumulate  a  sufficient  supply  to  meet 
the  requirements  next  winter.  Owing  to  present 
prices  dock  interests  anticipate  there  will  be  a 
large  demand  for  this  product  as  soon  as  the 
active  consuming  season  commences. 

Darge  Contract  Closed  In  AVest. 

In  the  western  bituminous  trade  one  large 
contract  was  closed  last  week,  when  the  Chi¬ 
cago  City  Railway  Co.  obligated  itself  for  coal 
during  the  coming  year.  The  contract  calls 
for  from  500  to  700  tons  of  fine  coal,  principally, 
although  run-of-mine  and  lump  can  be  used  by 
putting  it  through  a  crusher.  The  contract  went 
to  two  of  the  large  Chicago  companies,  but  it 
is  understood  that  prices  were  very  low  qn 
this  business,  owing  to  the  extreme  competition. 

Leading  Indiana  coals  only  are  quoted  this 
week,  as  the  Illinois  product  has  not  yet  been 
offered  in  sufficient  volume  on  the  Chicago  mar¬ 
ket  to  indicate  the  general  trend  of  prices.  Sul¬ 
livan  county  domestic  lump  coal  is  held  on  the 
basis  of  $1.25@1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 
$2.05@2.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  according  to 
the  urgency  with  which  it  must  be  moved  and 
preparation.  Sullivan  county  run-of-mine  coal  in 
the  general  market  is  somewhat  easier,  quotations 
covering  a  wide  range.  This  product  is  gen-  ^ 
erally  offered  on  the  basis  of  85c(^1.00  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $1.65$5l  S0  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Screen¬ 
ings  show  a  little  weakness,  with  quotations 
60@80c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.40@1.60  f.  o.  b. 
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Chicago.  Greene  county  product  is  held  quite 
generally  to  these  figures,  although  the  mini¬ 
mum  price  named  is  sometimes  five  cents  lower 
per  ton  than  the  quotations  on  Sullivan  county. 

Clinton  coal  shows  little  change  from  last  week. 
Inch  and  a  quarter  lump  is  on  the  basis  of  $1.10 

@1.20  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.80@1.90  f.  o.  b. 

,  Chicago.  Run-of-mine  is  held  at  90@95c  f.  o.  b. 

the  mine  or  $1.60@1.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Screen¬ 

ings  are  quoted  at  60@70c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$1.30@1.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Vigo  county  screen¬ 
ings  have  been  offered  as  low  as  $1.30  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago  during  the  week. 

Block  coal  continues  steady  and  the  volume  of 


business  is  reported  generally  as  satisfactory  by 
the  shipping  companies.  Prices  hold  to  the  cir¬ 
cular  basis,  particularly  on  shipments  to  points 
outside  of  Chicago.  Threshing  demand  is  said 
to  be  a  factor  at  present  and  a  considerable  ton¬ 
nage  will  be  required  for  this  purpose. 

In  the  coke  trade  there  are  no  important 
features.  The  demand  continues  to  be  more  or 
less  dull  and  doubtless  it  will  remain  so  during 
the  remainder  of  this  month  and  a  part  of  Au¬ 
gust.  The  reduction  in  freight  rates  on  coke 
for  smelting  iron  ore  noted  in  the  opening  of 
this  article  will  reduce  the  f.  o.  b.  price  at  Chi¬ 
cago  thirty  cents  a  ton  and  at  Milwaukee  twenty 


cents  a  ton.  Connellsville  and  other  standard 
seventy-two-hour  foundry  cokes  are  held  on  the 
basis  of  $2.40@2.G0  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens  or  $5.05@ 
5.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Furnace  coke  is  held  at 
$2.0O@2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens  or  $4.35@4.60  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago  when  used  for  smelting  iron  ore,  and 
higher  on  the  basis  of  the  old  freight  rate  when 
used  for  any  other  purpose.  Gas-house  coke  is 
said  to  be  steady  in  price,  showing  a  range  of 
$3.40@3.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

In  the  specialty  list,  including  smithing  coal 
and  cannel,  there  is  practically  no  change.  A 
fair  demand  for  cannel  is  reported,  but  move¬ 
ment  of  smithing  is  quiet. 


Market  Conditions  and  Trade  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 


Cincinnati,  Ohio,  July  13. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.} — This  market  is  interesting  this 
week  for  a  number  of  reasons.  A  good  many  of 
the  producers  of  domestic  coals  have  been  com¬ 
plaining  of  dullness,  and  from  a  complete  can¬ 
vass  of  the  situation  nothing  can  be  said  except 
that  the  market  is  undoubtedly  improving  on 
these  grades  of  fuel.  The  demand  both  for 
Pocahontas  and  New  River  lump  and  egg  coal 
has  been  good  all  along.  This  week  the  largest 
distributer  of  smokeless  coal  in  the  market  issued 
a  notice  to  its-  patrons  that  it  can  accept  no 
further  orders  for  lump  and  egg  coal  for  ship¬ 
ment  during  the  months  of  July,  August  and 
September.  One  of  the  largest  handlers  of  a 
similar  fuel  made  the  statement  to  The  Black 
Diamond  man  today  that  his  company  is  now 
practically  sold  up  on  lump  and  egg  sizes  till 
January  first,  1906.  Another  large  producer  of 
coal,  one  who  has  been  complaining  more  or  less 
of  dull  business,  reported  this  week  that  he  now 
has  a  number  of  orders  ahead,  but  that  his 
miners  have  done  no  work  since  the  Fourth  of 
July,  and  that  they  are  not  getting  out  more  than 
one-fourth  of  the  coal  the  number  working 
ought  to  produce. 

In  the  local  retail  market  considerable  interest 
was  stirred  up  by  the  announcement  in  one  of 
the  daily  papers  that  a  well  known  retail  concern 
having  its  own  mines,  and  its  own  hoppers  in 
this  city,  had  openly  cut  the  price  of  domestic 
(family)  lump  coal  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  below 
the  twenty-five-cent  differential  this  company  has 
been  selling  under  for  some  time,  making  its  coal 
fifty  cents  a  ton  lower  than  the  other  dealers  for 
deliveries  on  the  hills.  As  might  be  expected, 
such  an  announcement  brought  thousands  of  in¬ 
quiries  into  the  offices  of  the  retail  coal  com¬ 
panies,  and,  of  course,  has  had  a  strong  tendency 
towa-rd  weakening  the  general  market.  As  far 
as  can  be  learned,  however,  the  other  dealers 
without  exception  will  pay  no  attention  to  the  cut 
in  price,  and  wid  take  chances  on  selling  their 
coal  at  $3.25  a  ton,  delivered  in  the’  central  parts 
of  the  city  and  $3.50  on  the  hills.  This  applies 
to  splint  lump  for  family  use. 

Retail  Dealers  Will  Not  Cut  Prices. 

The,  retail  dealers  are  not  likely  to  be  whipped 
into  a  reduction  in  the  retail  price  at  this  late 
date,  when  the  wholesale  market  is  stiffening 
up  and  when  prices  are  likely  to  be  higher  almost 
immediately. 

No  further  changes  have  been  made  in  prices, 
either  wholesale  or  retail.  A  number  of  selling 
agencies  report  that  they  are  now  able  to  get 
$1.25  a  ton  for  lump  coals  that  a  few  weeks  ago 
would  scarcely  move  at  any  price.  Eighty  cents 
a  ton  is  now  the  minimum  price  of  Kanawha 
gas  run-of-mine,  one  of  the  highest  grades  of 
steam  coal  on  the  market,  and  a  number  of  sales 
have  been  made  at  eighty-five  cents,  with  a  few 
at  higher  figures.  Kanawha  nut  and  slack  is 
in  fair  demand  at  from  fifty  cents  a  ton  at  the 
mines  upward,  according  to  quality  and  individu¬ 
ality.  There  is  only  a  limited  demand  for  smoke¬ 
less  nut  and  slack  aside  from  its  use  for  coke¬ 
making,  but  it  is  quoted  at  ninety  cents  at  the 
mines. 

Both  Pocahontas  and  New  River  lumn  and  egg 
are  very  strong  at  $1.50  a  ton  at  the  mines,  and 
run-of-mine  is  worth  $1.00@1.10,  though  the 
demand  is  only  .moderate.  The  prediction  is  now 
freely  made  that  smokeless  lump  and  egg  will 
sell  at  higher  prices  after  September  first.  Re¬ 


ferring  again  to  these  grades  of  fuel,  one  of  the 
large  selling  agencies  handling  smokeless  coal 
showed  a  large  batch  of  letters  this  morning  that 
contained  orders  for  more  than  150'  cars  of 
smokeless  coal,  and  the  concern  was  obliged  to 
refuse  to  accept  any  of  them  on  account  of  being 
sold  up  at  least  to  September  first. 

Coke  Demand  Is  Improving. 

Regarding  coke,  the  situation  is  gradually  im¬ 
proving.  The  demand  from  furnaces  for  coke 
for  immediate  use  is  better  than  it  has  been 
for  several  weeks,  and  the  demand  for  time 
contracts  is  also  better.  A  number  of  large 
contracts  have  been  made  for  furnace  coke  on  a 
basis  of  16^^  per  cent  of  the  price  of  pig  iron 
at  Birmingham.  At  present  prices  of  pig  iron, 
this  nets  between  $1.75  and  $1.80  a  ton  for  coke 
at  the  ovens.  The  owners  of  ovens  are  showing 
their  wisdom  in  thus  selling  their  coke,  for  the 
best  posted  men  in  the  business  say  that  the 
heavy  buyers  of  pig  iron  for  the  _  second '  half 
of  the  year  have  not  yet  made  their  purchases, 
and  there  is  a  constant  upward  tendency  in  iron 
prices  so  that  as  the  latter  advances  coke  pro¬ 
ducers  will  get  more  money  for  their  product. 
There  is  a  demand  for  spot  coke  from  a  nurn- 
ber  of  southern  iron  concerns  which  have  their 
own  coke  ovens,  but  who  did  not  produce  enough 
for  their  own  requirements.  The  best  demand  is 
for  Wise  County  (Virginia)  coke,  which  is  sell¬ 
ing  for  $1.85  a  ton  for  immediate  deliveries. 
Foundry  coke  is  worth  $2.25@2.50  at  the  ovens. 
Another  cause  for  the  improvement  in  coke  is 
that  the  scarcity  of  labor  is  restricting  the  output 
at  many  points. 

No  Dlkellliood  of  Coal  War. 

As  noted  before  in  this  report,  the  retail  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  city  has  been  dull  this  week  because 
of  a  report  of  a  cut  in  prices,  and  any  prospect 
of  a  “coal  war”  is  always  glad  tidings  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  which  is  always  looking  for  the  best  of  any 
proposition.  There  will  be  no  coal  war  unless  the 
dealers  lose  what  common  sense  they  have  shown 
.  they  had  thus  far  in  maintaining  so  well  the 
prices  that  have  been  current  all_  spring  and  sum¬ 
mer.  Considering  cost,  all  prices  now  quoted 
here  are  extremely  fair,  especially  to  the  con¬ 
sumer.  Standard  splint  lump  coal  sells  for  $3.25 
a  ton;  Pocahontas  and  New  River,  $3.50;  anthra¬ 
cite,  $7.25  (Pennsylvania),  and  eras  coke,  9@10c 
a  bushel.  Suburban  delivery  and  long  hauls  are 
proportionately  higher.  Steam,  nut  and  slack 
ranges  from  $1.75  for  Kentucky  and  Luhrig, 
$1.90  for  Pittsburg,  Thacker,  Fairmont  and  Ka¬ 
nawha,  to  $2.25  a  ton  for  Pocahontas  and  New 
River.  Smokeless  run-of-mine  is  worth  $2.50 
a  ton  delivered  to  the  boiler  rooms  of  factories 
and  other  large  consumers. 

News  Notes  and  Personals. 

Harry  P.  Jones,  president  of  the  Big  Hill 
Coal  Co.,  spent  several  days  this  week  in  Louis¬ 
ville. 

John  Ryan,  one  of  the  largest  of  southern  coal 
producers,  spent  a  day  or  two  here  this  week. 
His  headquarters  are  at  Corona,  Ala. 

Joseph  W.  _Tuohy,  traffic  manager  for  the 
Marmet-Halm  'Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  is  making  a 
tour  of  Indiana  in  the  interest  of  his  company. 

William  Burlingham,  western  manager  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  spent  sev¬ 


eral  days  this  week  in  Detroit,  looking  after 
some  large  business  of  his  concern. 

Robert  A.  Colter,  general  manager  for  C.  G. 
Blake  &  Co.,  has  been  elected  a  member  of  the 
Cincinnati  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Mr.  Colter 
is  one  of  the  brightest  and  best  informed  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  local  coal  trade. 

Robert  S.  Magee,  sales  manager  for  the  Econ¬ 
omy  Coal  Co.,  which  handles  the  output  of  the 
Economy  and  Lingo  mines,  has  gone  to  the  latter 
for  a  few  days.  Mr.  Magee  reports  his  sales 
constantly  increasing  on  this  grade  of  coal. 

The  city  of  Norwood,  Ohio,  is  in  the  market 
for  about  5,000  tons  of  smokeless  run-of-mine 
coal,  and  will  open  bids  for  its  year’s  supply  at 
noon  on  August  fifth.  E.  R.  Edwards  is  clerk 
of  the  board  having  the  matter  in  charge. 

Willliam  Sweeny,  one  of  the  most  popular  coal 
men  of  this  district,  is  still  in  the  east  trying  to 
regain  his  health.  He  was  on  the  verge  of  a 
nervous  collapse  when  he  left,  but  his  many 
friends  will  be  glad  to  learn  that  his  health  is 
improving  slowly. 

The  William  A.  Stone  Coal  Co.  opened  up 
offices  this  week  in  the  Mercantile  Library  build¬ 
ing,  and  will  do  a  general  jobbing  coal  and  coke 
business.  Mr.  Stone,  the  head  of  the  concern, 
is  widely  known  as  a  former  member  of  the 
Stone-Brown  Coal  Co. 

Kuper  Hood,  who  has  been  manager  of  the 
Big  Hill  Coal  Co.  for  more  than  a  year,  has  had 
an  additional  honor  thrust  upon  him  by  being 
elected  treasurer  of  this  company.  Mr.  Hood 
is  one  of  the  youngest  men  in  the  trade  hold¬ 
ing  such  a  responsible  position. 

Tlie  Consolidated  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  which 
recently  made  an  assignment,  has  settled  in  full 
with  its  creditors  on  a  basis  of  thirty  cents  on 
the  dollar,  and  is  now  doing  business  again.  As 
already  noted  in  this  department,  it  is  generally 
believed  that  the  Collins  &  Hartweg  Co.  is  fur¬ 
nishing  the  money  for  the  reorganization  of  the 
company,  although  this  company  will  not  furnish 
any  information  on  the  subject. 

Edward  Schonebaum,  general  manager  of  the 
Otto  Marmet  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  and  the 
Marmet-Halm  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  has  gone  to 
Buffalo  to  attend  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Elks,  of  which  order  he  is  a  prominent  mem¬ 
ber.  Mr.  Schonebaum’s  mines  at  Raymond  City. 
W.  Va.,  are  running  steadily  up  to  their  full 
capacity  of  nearly  1,500  tons  a  day,  and  his  sales¬ 
men  are  having  no  trouble  in  disposing  of  this 
output. 

J.  C.  Beebe,  generally  known  as  a  promoter 
of  coal  properties,  has  been  here  for  more  than 
a  week  looking-  over  the  local  field  with  a  view 
to  leasing  or  purchasing  a  piece  of  river  front 
with  the  idea  of  building  a  coal  hoist  to  load 
cars  from  the  river.  It  is  his  intention  to  handle 
Guyan  Valley  coal  into  boats  and  barges  at  or 
near  Huntington,  W.  Va.,  and  transport  it  to 
Cincinnati  and  then  elevate  into  cars  for  ship¬ 
ment  west  and  north.  He  has  looked  at  a  num¬ 
ber  of  properties,  but  has  not  yet  completed  a  deal 
for  any  of  them. 

The  Darby  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  one  of  the  hust¬ 
ling  new  concerns  in  this  market,  reports  that 
with  its  constantly  increasing  business  it  is  hav¬ 
ing  great  trouble  in  getting  enough  miners  to 
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produce  the  additional  tonnage.  The  Darby  Co. 
is  in  a  district  considerably  removed  from  other 
mines,  and  the  miners  do  not  seem  to  like  to  go 
into  a  new  and  undeveloped  country.  The  com¬ 
pany  has  a  number  of  orders  on  its  books,  and  is 
not  producing  coal  as  fast  as  the  orders  are 
coming  in.  It  is  developing  a  mining  plant  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  which  will  produce  1,500  tons 
of  coal  a  day. 

V 

The  Missouri  River  Trade. 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  July  13. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  coal  trade  of  Kansas  City  and 
the  southwest  generally  is  comparatively  lifeless 
and  is  less  in  volume  than  it  was  during  July 
last  year.  The  demand  is  confined  almost  ex¬ 
clusively  to  fuel  for  transportation  and  manufac¬ 
turing  purposes.  The  domestic  call  is  very  light, 
although  retail  prices  were  cut  from  twenty-five 
to  fifty  cents  a  ton  July  first,  to  stimulate  the 
summer  trade.  Householders  are  withholding 
their  orders  in  the  expectation  of  burning  natural 
gas  next  winter,  although  the  failure  of  the  city 
council  to  grant  a  franchise  makes  it  certain  that 
there  will  be  no  natural  gas  in  Kansas  City  be¬ 
fore  next  spring. 

Wholesale  prices  continue  to  be  very  low  and 
there  is  no  immediate  prospect  of  better  profits 
or  a  better  demand. 

“Next  winter  will  be  an  easy  one  for  coal  con¬ 
sumers,”  said  the  general  manager  of  one  of 
the  leading  Kansas  City  coal  companies.  ■  “It 
will  be  a  normal  year  for  the  dealers,  unless  the 
winter  should  prove  unusually  severe.  Prices 
will  be  about  the  same  as  they  were  last  winter. 
Prices  are  lower  now,  both  wholesale  and  retail, 
than  they  have  been  for  years.  The  mines  are 
working  less  than  two-thirds  of  their  capacity. 
Many  are  shut  down.  There  are  no  labor  or 
transportation  troubles  in  the  southwest. 

“The  use  of  crude  oil  by  factories  will  hurt 
the  coal  industry  only  temporarily,  I  think.  As 
soon  as  the  pipe  lines  are  completed  to  eastern 
refineries  the  oil  now  burned  as  fuel  will  be  re¬ 
fined  and  prices  will  be  advanced,  so  that  large 
consumers  of  coal  will  make  no  gain  by  substi¬ 
tuting  oil  as  fuel.  Natural  gas  may  reduce  the 
domestic  coal  trade,  but  it  will  have  no  effect 
on  the  steam  market.” 

Contract  I'rlces  Are  Lower. 

Kansas  City  made  a  contract  this  week  for 
slack  coal  at  $1.45  a  ton.  It  has  been  paying 
$2.00  a  ton  for  the  same  coal  and  the  difference 
in  price  illustrates  the  condition  of  this  market. 
The  city  has  substituted  oil  for  coal  at  the  city 
hall  and  may  use  oil  also  at  the  pumping  sta¬ 
tions  of  the  water  works.  The  Standard  Oil 
Co.  has  offered  crude  oil  to  the  city  at  fifty  cents 
a  barrel,  delivered.  It  previously  asked  sixty- 
seven  cents  a  barrel  for  the  oil.  It  is  estimated 
that  coal  at  $1.45  a  ton  would  have  to  evaporate 
more  than  seven  pounds  of  water  for  every 
pound  of  coal  used  to  equal  oil  at  fifty  cents  a 
barrel.  Recent  tests  by  the  city  showed  the  aver¬ 
age  evaporation  by  the  coal  to  be  6.6  pounds  of 
water  for  every  pound  of  coal. 

The  Standard  Oil  Co.  is  arranging  to  lay  a 
pipe  line  to  carry  fuel  oil  to  the  big  packing 
houses  and  other  factories  in  Kansas  City.  All 
of  the  packing  companies  are  making  or  pre¬ 
paring  to  make  tests  of  fuel  oil,  and  this  is  also 
true  of  other  factories,  office  buildings  and  busi¬ 
ness  firms.  It  shows  that  the  competition  of 
fuel  oil  is  a  condition  which  already  confronts 
southwestern  coal  operators.  They  may  or  may 
not  be  in  a  position  to  cope  with  it  next  win¬ 
ter,  but  they  will  be  better  united  than  they  were 
last  year. 

The  absorption  of  the  small  coal  operators  of 
the  southwest  by  the  “Big  Three”  of  the  South¬ 
western  Interstate  Coal  Operators’  Association 
continues  quietly,  but  effectively.  The  big  op¬ 
erators  decline  to  discuss  their  plans,  but  they 
propose  to  be  in  a  position  next  winter  to  pre¬ 
vent  over-production  and  the  unwarranted  slash¬ 
ing  of  prices  and  to  effectively  handle  any  con¬ 
troversies  that  may  arise  with  the  miners  regard¬ 
ing  wages  or  with  the  railroads  relative  to  rates. 
The  affairs  of  the  southwestern  coal  field  will  be 
administered  by  a  very  few  men.  It  is  already 
settled  that  the  wages  of  the  miners  are  to  be 
reduced  when  the  present  contract  expires  next 
April.  They  must  be  cut  if  mining  is  to  be 


conducted  at  a  profit.  The  miners  may  not  look 
at  it  in  this  way,  and  so  some  of  the  timid 
operators  are  predicting  a  big  strike  next  year.  If 
it  comes  the  reorganized  Southwestern  Inter¬ 
state  Coal  Operators’  Association  will  be  ready 
for  it.  It  is  getting  ready  now,  far  in  advance. 

Itecelvcrs  For  C.  J.  Devlin. 

The  affairs  of  C.  J.  Devlin,  the  millionaire 
coal  operator  of  Topeka,  Kas.,  are  in  the  hands 
of  two  receivers,  appointed  by  the  United  States 
court.  The  liabilities  are  estimated  at  more 
than  $3,000,000,  with  assets  considerably  in  ex¬ 
cess  of  that  amount.  It  is  doubtful  if  anything 
will  be  left  after  the  affairs  of  the  estate  are 
wound  up.  Last  Saturday  $50,000  was  advanced 
to  pay  the  miners  at  the  Devlin  mines  in  Kansas 
and  keep  them  running.  The  coal  and  other 
properties  owned  by  Devlin  in  Illinois  probably 
will  be  included  in  the  Kansas  United  States 
court  receivership.  A  motion  to  have  that  done 
will  be  made  in  the  Federal  court  in  Chicago 
this  week.  Bankruptcy  proceedings  against  the 
Kansas  City  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  were  filed  this  week. 
This  is  one  of  the  Devlin  properties. 

The  Santa  Fe  railway  is  to  appear  before 
Judge  Phillips  in  the  United  States  court  in 
Kansas  City  August  first  to  answer  to 
contempt  proceedings  for  giving  alleged  rebates 
on  coal  to  the  Colorado  Fuel  &  Iron  Co. 

Judge  W.  C.  Root,  of  the  United  States  court, 
has  confirmed  the  sale  of  the  Home-Riverside 
Coal  Co.’s  properties  in  Leavenworth  county, 
Kas.,  and  Platte  county.  Mo.  The  coal  mines 
were  good  paying  properties,  but  the  company 
was  swamped  by  the  management  in  1901,  when 
it  borrowed  a  large  amount  of  money  with  which 
to  buy  another  mine  and  very  extensive  coal 
rights  in  Missouri,  The  difficulties  resulting 
finally  caused  the  stockholders  to  ask  for  a  re¬ 
ceivership,  and  E.  W.  Snyder  and  A.  P.  King 
were  appointed.  After  considerable  litigation 
the  property  was  sold  by  Frank  Phelps,  master 
commissioner.  The  receivers  were  allowed  $5,000 
a  year  each  as  compensation  for  their  services.  The 
mines  are  now  in  the  hands  of  a  good  manage¬ 
ment  and  will  be  worked  more  than  ever. 

A  conference  between  a  special  committee  of 
the  Southwestern  Interstate  Coal  Operators’  As¬ 
sociation  and  special  delegates  of  districts  14, 
21  and  25  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  Amer¬ 
ica  was  held  in  Kansas  City  this  week  to  consider 
matters  arising  out  of  the  existing  contract, 
which  covers  labor  conditions  and  wages.  W.  C. 
Perry,  president  of  the  association,  says  that  no 
labor  troubles  exist  or  are  expected. 

West  Virginia  Mining  Field. 

Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  July  13. —  (Special  Corrcr 
spondcnce.) — There  is  not  a  ripple  in  the  situa¬ 
tion  to  disturb  the  period  of  stagnation  in  the 
coal  business  of  West  Virginia.  Many  mines 
which  shut  down  for  the  Fourth  of  July  remained 
idle  for  the  full  week,  and  a  few  of  them  did  not 
resume  at  the  beginning  of  this  week.  The  ope¬ 
rators  can  well  afford  to  do  this  because  they 
are  justified  by  trade  conditions,  and  the  miners 
are  not  in  a  mood  to  complain,  since  they  have 
been  working  only  a  few  days  on  and  off  now  for 
several  weeks  in  succession. 

Figures  are  at  hand  of  the  output  for  June 
in  the  New  River  field,  the  only  district  in  the 
state  from  which  the  exact  monthly  tonnage  can 
be  secured.  It  shows  a  decided  slump  over  May 
in  coal  and  coke.  The  total  output  was  416,440 
tons  of  coal,  a  decrease  of  43,000  tons,  or  approxi¬ 
mately  ten  per  cent.  A  bigger  percentage  of 
decrease  was  shown  in  the  number  of  cars  of 
coke  loaded,  the  total  for  June  being  702,  or  about 
100  cars  less  than  in  May. 

Agitators  In  New  River  Field. 

Agitators  are  conspicuous  in  the  New  River 
district  at  present,  and  this  is  usually  the  season 
they  take  for  missionary  work  in  that  field.  They 
appear  to  think  the  prevailing  dullness  will  be  of 
benefit  to  them  in  stirring  up  unrest,  but  the 
prospects  for  them  are  gloomy.  A  few  years 
ago  the  United  Mine  Workers  had  a  good  foot¬ 
ing  in  the  district,  but  the  disastrous  strike  three 
or  four  years  ago,  lasting  for  eleven  months, 
paralyzed  the  locals,  and  there  are  hardly  200 
union  miners  in  the  region  now. 


It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  prosperity  of  one 
concern  at  present.  It  is  the  Virginia  Pocahon¬ 
tas  Coal  Co.,  operating  in  the  Pocahontas  dis¬ 
trict,  which  made  its  first  shipment  on  April  sev¬ 
enth,  consisting  of  thirty  tons.  From  that  day 
the  shipments  have  steadily  increased,  and  a  few 
days  ago  it  turned  out  1,030  tons,  the  best  day 
so  far.  The  company  has  not  been  up  to  its  ca¬ 
pacity  at  any  time,  owing  to  the  limited  number 
of  empty  cars  at  its  disposal,  but  the  daily  aver¬ 
age  is  800  tons.  It  works  four  mines  and  the 
Norfolk  &  Western  railroad  has  extended  one 
of  its  divisions  to  increase  the  facilities. 

Operators  who  work  leased  land  have  been 
holding  conferences  with  the  state  tax  commis¬ 
sioner  with  a  view  to  arriving  at  a  basis  of  value 
for  assessing  their  leases  in  accordance  with  a 
new  law  which  recently  went  into  effect  and 
which  was  fought  to  the  highest  court  in  the 
state  unsuccessfully  by  the  coal  men.  The  Kana¬ 
wha  field  operators  who  have  been  active  in  the 
conference  include  T.  E.  Embleton,  F.  M.  Staun¬ 
ton,  M.  T.  Davis.  Enoch  Carver  and  Malcolm 
Jackson. 

Congressman  in  Coal  Uuslness. 

There  is  an  unconfirmed  rumor  that  Senator 
Elkins  is  negotiating  for  the  purchase  of  the 
properties  of  the  Merchants’  Coal  Co.  in  Pres¬ 
ton  county,  including  lands,  mines  and  coke  ovens. 
Color  to  the  report  is  given  by  the  senator’s 
activity  recently  in  that  section.  He  owns  two 
short  railroad  lines  that  enter  Preston  county 
and  is  also  the  owner  of  a  great  deal  of  undevel¬ 
oped  land.  ,The  Austen  coking  field  is  located  in 
this  county,  which  is  one  of  the  more  important 
of  the  producing  counties  in  the  upper  part  of 
West  Virginia. 

Congressman  James  A.  Hughes  is  going  to 
imitate  the  steps  of  Congressman  Joseph  H. 
Gaines  and  embark  in  the  coal  business.  He  has 
recently  purchased  a  1,700-acre  tract  in  Wyoming 
county,  lying  on  the  intended  lines  of  both  the 
Deepwater  and  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroads.  He 
may  develop  it  when  these  projected  railroads 
come  along  or  may  hold  it  for  speculative  pur¬ 
poses  in  the  meantime. 

Shipments  have  been  resumed  from  the  Rush 
Run  mine,  which  were  stopped  on  account  of 
the  mining  disaster  there,  and  the  output  is  al- 
mos't  up  to  normal.  During  the  idleness  the  coke 
ovens  were  supplied  by  the  Sun  mine,  which  ad¬ 
joins  this  property  along  New  river. 

Samuel  Dixon,  the  prominent  Fayette  county 
operator,  has  been  elected  president  of  the  New 
River  Fuel  Co.,  the  new  $9,000,000  incorporation 
which  will  develop  the  Price  Hill  and  Cranberry 
county  leases  in  Raleigh  and  Fayette  counties. 

V 

The  St.  Louis  Coal  Market. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  July  Vi.— -(Special  Correspon¬ 
dence.) — The  market  here  is  very  dull,  and  also 
unsettled,  consequently  little  can  be  said  of  it.. 
Few  of  the  mines  are  working,  therefore  little 
coal  is  offered.  The  consumers  are  well  stocked, 
however,  and  a  larger  supply  is  not  needed. 

The  situation  is  unsettled  principally  on  account 
of  the  fact  that  there  is  extreme  dissatisfaction 
among  a  great  many  of  the  operators  over  the 
recent  decision  rendered  by  Judge  Gray,  and 
those  that  are  operating  are  insisting  on  a 
screened  lump  basis. 

Shaker  screened  coal  can  be  had  at  $1.10@ 
1.40  f.  o.  b.  East  St.  Louis. 

The  retail  market  still  continues  good,  and 
distributers  of  anthracite  report  the  demand  to 
be  a  little  in  advance  of  the  same  period  last 
year.  Pennsylvania  anthracite  shipments  are  re¬ 
ported  to  be  good  by  most  concerns.  Prices  re¬ 
main  the  same  as  last  week,  $7.95  for  broken  and 
$8.20  for  the  smaller  sizes,  stove,  egg  and  chest¬ 
nut. 

Arkansas  anthracite  still  continues  to  be  a 
good  seller,  and  distributers  say  that  it  is  bet¬ 
ter  prepared  than  usual.  Prices  range  from 
about  $6.00  to  $7.10  delivered. 

Dissatisfaction  Over  Arbitration  liesult. 

The  dissatisfaction  which  is  known  to  exist ' 
among  the  operators  over  the  recent  decision  in 
regard  to  the  shot  firers’  law  has  cropped  out 
in  the  following  incident:  One  of  the  leading 
operators  has  refused  to  employ  shot  firers  in  his 
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mine,  contending  that  the  coal  can  be  blasted 
with  less  powder  than  has  been  used,  placing  it  on 
the  list  where,  under  the  law,  shot  firers  are  un¬ 
necessary.  The  company  also  demands  that  the 
miners  shall  screen  the  coal.  The  miners  met, 
and  elected  two  shot  firers  and  voted  not  to  re¬ 
turn  to  work  until  the  company  complied  with  the 
law.  Other  operators  throughout  the  state  are 
taking  the  same  stand.  _  r- 

The  St.  Louis,  Rocky  Mountain  &  Pacific  Co., 
recently  organized,  in  which  St.  Louis  capital 
is  predominant,  has  acquired  the  Raton  coal  field 
located  at  Raton,  N.  M.,  which  comprises  520,- 
000  acres,  and  includes  an  area  of  800  square 
miles.  This  probably  is  the  largest  coal  field 
under  one  ownership  in  the  world.  The  company 
through  its  subsidiary  organization,  will  imme¬ 
diately  proceed  to  build  120  miles  of  standard 
gauge  steam  railroad  from  Des  Moines,  N.  M., 
a  point  on  the  Colorado  Southern,  to  Raton,  and 
thence  southwest  into  the  Elizabethtown  mining 
district.  The  St.  Louis,  Rocky  Mountain  &  Pa¬ 
cific  Co.  will  issue  its  first  mortgage  fifty  year 
five  per  cent  gold  bonds  secured  by  a  first  mort¬ 
gage  lien  on  the  entire  coal  property.  The  au¬ 
thorized  issue  is  $15,000,000,  of  which  $3,000,000 
will  be  issued  to  acquire  the  coal  properties,  $500,- 
000  to  improve  them,  and  $3,500,000  to  build  and 
equip  120  miles  of  railway. 

New  Yorlt  Central  In  Illinois  Coal. 

The  management  of  the  New  York  Central 
railroad  is  preparing  to  develop  the  Illinois  coal 
coal  fields  through  the  medium  of  the  Indiana 
Harbor  railroad,  owned  and  operated  by  it. 
This  is  in  direct  competition  with  the  Frisco  and 
other  Illinois  roads,  which  at  present  enjoy  an 
enormous  traffic.  The  Indiana  Harbor  railroad 
recently  ordered  $2,500,000  worth  of  equipment  to 
be  delivered  by  the  time  the  road  is  constructed 
and  double-tracked,  from  Chicago  to  Danville.  This 
work  will  be  completed  within  a  year.  On  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  road  to  a  connection  with  the  Big 
Four  line  the  company  will  be  in  a  position  to 
immediately  engage  in  developing  and  selling  the 
product  of  the  large  area  of  coal  lands  recently 
purchased. 

The  Vandalia  railroad  has  acquired  the  Enter¬ 
prise  mine  at  Bicknell.  The  consideration  is  said 
to  have  been  $32,000.  This  is  a  part  of  the  gi¬ 
gantic  merger  that  this  road  is  accomplishing. 
The  railroad  has  already  options  on  the  Lynn, 
Knox,  Big  Muddy,  Freeman  and  New  Freeman 
mines,  all  at  Bicknell,  and  it  is  understood  that 
the  purchase  of  these  mines  will  only  be  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  a  few  days. 

It  is  current  rumor  that  the  Wabash  has  pur¬ 
chased  the  Leiter  interests  at  Zeigler  outright. 
It  is  known  that  the  Wabash  has  engaged  local 
parties  to  survey  a  line  which  it  proposes  build¬ 
ing  to  these  coal  fields. 

V 

Wagon  Prices  at  Chicago. 


ANTHRACITE. 

Grate  . $6.30 

Stove  . ■ .  6.55 

Chestnut  .  6.55 

.  Egg  .  6.55 

BITUMINOUS.  , 

Hocking  lump  . i . ^.75 

Hocking  nut  .  3.25 

Illinois  lump,  egg  and  nut . 2.75 

Little  Jack,  lump  and  egg .  3.00 

Indiana  lump,  egg  and  nut .  2.75 

Wilmington  chunks  .  3.25 

New  Kentucky  lump  and  egg .  3.50 

No.  1  washed  nut .  3.00 

Brazil  Block  .  3.50 

Jackson  Hill  and  Wellston .  4.75 

Cannel  lump  .  6.25 

Smithing  .  4.50 

West  Virginia  splint  .  4.00 

Gas  house  coke  .  4.50 

V 


Shipments  of  coal  and  coke  originating  on  the 
lines  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  east  of  Pitts¬ 
burg  and  Erie  for  the  week  of  Julv  first  amount¬ 
ed  to  900,327  tons,  divided  as  follows: 

1905.  1905.  1904. 

Week  ending  Year  to  Year  to 


Short  tons.  July  1.  July  1.  July  2. 

Anthracite  coal  . 108,611,  2,359,843  2,233,037 

Bituminous  coal  . 578,797  13,934,944  13,412,197 

Coke  . 212,919  6,480,985  4,296,947 


Totals  . 900,327,  21,776,772  19,941,181 


Coal  Production  in  Kjontucky. 


State  Mine  Inspector  C.  J.  Norwood,  of  Ken- 
tuckv,  has  compiled  a  report  of  the  production  of 
commercial  coal  in  that  state  for  the  year  1904. 
According  to  the  returns  made  each  month  to  the 
office  of  the  mine  inspector,  7,167,324  short  tons 
of  commercial  coal  were  produced,  including  68,- 
400  tons  of  cannel. 

The  following  table  gives  the  production  of 
each  of  the  three  mining  districts,  also  the  dispo¬ 
sition  of  the  product: 


Sold  Used  at 

District  Locally.  Mine.  Coked.  Shipped. 

Western  . 165,657  114,576  86,288  3,375,043 

Southeast  .  30,983  41,621  10,369  2,348,152 

Northeast  .  4,366  6,226  39,316  664,727 


Totals  . 201,006  162,423  135,973  6,667,922 


This  shows  a  net  decrease  of  30,927  tons,  as 
compared  with  7,198,251  tons  produced  in  1903. 
Fifteen  new  mines  were  opened  during  the  "year 
or  the  decrease  would  have  been  much  greater. 


These  new  mines  were  as  follows: 

District.  Tons. 

Western,  loss  shown  by  older  mines . 211,597 

Northwestern,  loss  shown  by  older  mines . 245,872 


457,469 

Southweastern,  net  gain  by  older  mines . 219,001 


Loss  by  older  mines  . 238,468 

Added  by  new  mines,  all  districts . 207,541 


Net  loss  .  30,927 


The  decrease  noted  in  the  northeastern  district 
was  partly  due  to  strikes  in  Boyd,  Carter  and  Lee 
counties,  but  was  made  still  greater  by  the  keen 
competition  from  the  West  Virginia  fields.  In 
the  western  district  the  loss  was  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  market  conditions  were  less  favorable 
than  in  1903,  which  was  accentuated  by  the  de¬ 
crease  in  the  demand  for  coke. 


markets  to  which  it  was  shipped,  but  the  average 
was  about  $2.03.  The  figures  for  1904  show  losses 
as  compared  with  those  of  the  previous  year, 
the  decrease  in  selling  value  being  as  follows : 


Loss  in  Cents. 

District.  Bituminous.  Cannel. 

Western  .  2.73  . 

Southeastern  . 6.71  13.66 

Northeastern  . .  15.84  39.50 


>Iucli  Coal  Mined  Hy  >laelilne. 

It  is  seen  by  the  report  of  Mine  Inspector  Nor¬ 
wood  that  Kentucky  continues  to  be  one  of  the 
leading  machine  mining  states,  as  more  than  one- 
half  of  its  production  of  last  year  was  mined  by 
machine.  The  amount  of  coal  mined  in  this  man¬ 
ner  in  each  district,  together  with  the  percentage 
relation  of  the  machine-mined  coal  to  the  total 
product,  was  as  follows: 


Tons  mined  Percentage 

District.  by  machinery.  Product. 

Western  . 2,791,880  67.73 

Southeastern  .  851,029  35.00 

Northeastern  .  125,274  20.30 


Coal  is  mined  by  machine  in  fourteen  of  the 
twenty-six  counties  producing  commercial  coal. 
The  proportion  of  machine-mined  coal  in  Hop¬ 
kins  county  amounted  to  3.58  per  cent  of  the  to¬ 
tal  tonnage  of  coal  so  mined  in  the  state. 

A  very  great  decrease  occurred  in  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  coke,  the  tonnage  for  1904  being  62,722 
tons,  as  against  119,598  tons  in  1903.  The  out¬ 
put  by  companies  is  as  follows: 

Tons  of 


Company. 

Coke. 

Coal  Used. 

Ohio  Valley  C.  &  M.  Co . 

.  3,647 

7,278 

St.  Bernard  M.  Co . 

79,060 

Ashland  I.  &  M.  Co . 

. 17,980 

39,316 

National  C.  &  I.  Co . 

. 3,628 

7,167 

Pineville  Coal  Co . 

.  1,601 

3,202 

Home  Consumption  a  Large  Item. 


Total 


62,722  136,023 


The  home  consumption  amounted  to  55.26  per 
cent  of  the  production,  or  3,951,151  tons,  the  re¬ 
maining  3,216,173  tons  having  been  shipped  to 
other  markets,  as  follows : 


Tons  Per  cent 
District  shipped  out.  of  output. 

Western  . . . *  .2,419,956  68.71 

Southeastern  .  695,728 

Northeastern  .  100,489  16.34 


Total  . 2,216,173  44.73 


The  total  selling  value  of  the  bituminous  and 
cannel  product  was  $7,122,563,  an  average  of 
99.37  cents  per  ton,  the  average  value  of  the 
bituminous  alone  being  98.51  cents  per  ton.  The 
value  of  the  bituminous  product  for  the  three  dis¬ 
tricts  was  as  follows: 

Tons  of 

'  Bituminous  Total.  Average 


District.  output.  value.  value. 

Western  . 4,121,564  $3,675,886  0.8918 

Northeastern  . 2,425,752  2,809,847  1.1583 

Southeastern  .  551,608  497,972  0.9027 


Total  . 7,098,924  $6,983,705  0.9851 


Output  In  Different  Counties. 


The  output  for  1904  was  produced  by  141  coun¬ 
ties,  which  operated  172  mines,  13,906  persons 
being  employed,  of  whom  10,000  worked  under¬ 
ground.  The  output  of  the  different  counties  of 
the  state  was  as  follows: 


County. 
Butler  ... 
Crittenden 
Christian  . , 
Daviess  . . . 
Hancock  . . 
Henderson 
Hopkins  . . 
McLean  . . 
Muhlenberg 

Ohio . 

Union  . . . . 
Webster  . . 

Bell  . 

Knox  .... 
Laurel  . . . 


Tons. 

8,229 

291 

91,943 

24,467 

43,192 

128,312 

1,724,098 

95,731 

903,205 

609,040 

352,414 

240,642 

614,676 

684,096 

319,932 


Pulaski  .  170,393 

Rock  Castle  .  106,492 

Whitley  .  736,646 

Boyd  .  94,606 

Breathitt  .  30,731 

Carter  .  234,421 

Johnson  .  26,239 

Lawrence  .  67,709 

Lee  .  6,406 

Morgan  . % .  69,609 

Pike  .  46,730 


The  selling  value  of  the  cannel  product  varied 
considerably,  according  to  the  quality  and  the 


Through  Pates  Withdrawn  in 
West. 

Announcement  was  made  this  week  by  all  the 
trunk  lines,  with  the  exception  of  the  Rock 
Island,  Chicago  &  Great  Western,  Burlington 
and  Illinois  Central,  reaching  northwestern  terri¬ 
tory,  of  the  withdrawal  of  through  freight  rates 
on  coal  from  originating  points  in  Illinois  and 
Indiana  beginning  July  twentieth.  Intimation 
was  conveyed  to  the  coal  shippers  some  time  ago 
that  this  action  would  be  taken,  so  that  it  was 
not  wholly  unexpected.  Hereafter  coal  will  be 
brought  to  Chicago  over  the  originating  line  and 
transferred  to  the  connecting  road,  the  rate  being 
the  sum  of  the  two  locals  where  through  rates 
have  been  withdrawn.  This  will  increase  the 
freight  rate  to  the  northwest  in  all  territory  not 
reached  by  the  roads  maintaining  through  rates 
anywhere  from  twenty  to  fifty  cents  a  ton,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  distance  of  the  haul.  The  rail¬ 
roads  which  have  taken  the  initiative  in  with¬ 
drawing  the  through  rate  are  said  to  be  the 
Chicago  &  Northwestern  and  the  Chicago,  Mil¬ 
waukee  &  St.  Paul. 

The  withdrawal  of  these  rates  is  considered 
a  blow  at  the  all-rail  coal  interests  in  Illinois 
and  Indiana.  In  a  large  measure  the  territory  in 
which  coal  producers  in  these  two  states  can  do 
business  in  competition  with  the  docks  is  re¬ 
stricted.  Northern  Illinois  operators  will  not  be 
involved  to  the  same  extent,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  they  ship  their  coal  direct  from  the  mines 
on  rates  made  by  the  railroad  originating  the 
coal,  these  rates  continuing  in  force.  From  the 
standpoint  of  the  all-rail  operators,  however,  the 
situation  is  much  more  serious,  because  of  the 
low  prices  named  by  dock  companies  on  their 
product  this  year.  With  through  rates  in  ef¬ 
fect,  dock  companies  and  the  all-rail  producers  in 
the  west  seemed  to  be  about  on  an  equal  basis. 
The  additional  burden,  however,  caused  by  the 
change  in  tariff  will  handicap  some  of  the  all¬ 
rail  producers  in  getting  business  in  southern 
Wisconsin,  northern  Iowa  and  almost  the  entire 
state  of  Minnesota. 

V 

The  Northeastern  Coal  Co.  was  recently  in¬ 
corporated  at  Corunna,  Mich.,  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  $50,000. 
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Western  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


James  McFetricli,  a  leading  coal  dealer  at  Val¬ 
paraiso,  Indiana,  was  in  Chicago  during  the  week 
on  a  business  trip. 

Peter  Reiss,  president  of  the  C.  Reiss  Coal  Co.. 
Sheboygan,  Wis.,  was  in  Chicago  the  early  part 
of  the  week  on  a  business  trip. 

J.  C.  Kolsein,  general  manager  of  the  Jackson 
llill  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  was  in 
Chicago  the  early  i)art  of  the  week. 

Arthur  J.  MacHride,  Chicago  manager  of  the 
New  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  has 
returned  from  a  trip  to  Cincinnati,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  over  the  P'ourth  of  July. 

M.  R.  Kelly,  of  K.  L.  Hedstrom  &  Co.,  Mar- 
cpiette  building,  Chicago,  accompanied  by  Mrs. 
Kelly,  is  in  Nova  Scotia  visiting  relatives  and 
old  friends  at  Halifax  and  vicinity. 

D.  O.  Stine,  a  director  of  the  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  retail  coal  business  at  Recdsburg, 
Wis.,  was  in  Chicago  during  the  week. 

F.  C.  Rryan,  vice-president  of  the  St.  Paul  & 
Western  Coal  Co.,  and  the  Boston  Coal  Dock 
&  Wharf  Co.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  was  in  Chicago 
the  latter  part  of  last  week  on  a  business  trip. 

Charles  R.  Price,  president  of  the  Patoka  Val¬ 
ley  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Fisher  building,  Chicago, 
has  been  confined  to  his  home  for  nearly  two 
weeks  past  with  a  severe  attack  of  malarial 
fever. 

Thomas  F.  Calkins,  formerly  sales  agent  for 
the  Roanoke  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Old  Colony 
huilding,  has  been  appointed  sales  agent  for  Bell 
&  Zoller,  Fisher  building,  Chicago,  in  charge  of 
the  city  and  surburban  trade. 

Coal  receipts  at  Superior,  Wis.,  during  June 
consisted  of  40,704  tons  of  anthracite  and  208,274 
tons  of  bituminous  coal.  The  receipts  of  anthra¬ 
cite  in  June  were  double  those  in  May.  The  re¬ 
ceipts  of  bituminous  coal  in  May  were  155,773 
tons. 

W.  K.  Field,  vice-president  and  general  mana¬ 
ger  of  the  New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Columbus, 
Ohio,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Field,  passed  through 
Chicago  the  early  part  of  the  week  on  a  trip  to 
Duluth  and  Superior  and  other  northern  points. 

D.  R.  Patterson,  coal  operators’  agent  of  the 
Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  railroad,  La  Salle 
street  station,  will  leave  Saturday  evening  of 
this  week  for  a  recreation  trip  in  northern  Mich¬ 
igan.  He  will  be  accompanied  by  the  members 
of  his  family. 

J.  E.  Windsor,  general  sales  agent  of  the  Kelly 
Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  accom¬ 
panied  by  Mrs.  Windsor  and  family,  is  on  a  va¬ 
cation  trip  to  Portland,  Maine.  He  will  return 
to  Chicago  by  way  of  Boston,  Mass.,  stopping 
at  that  point  for  several  days. 

Duncan  Cameron,  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Read¬ 
ing  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  Chicago,  left  on  his  annual 
outing  trip  to  Winnipeg  and  the  province  of 
Manitoba  Friday  evening  of  this  week.  Mr. 
Cameron  always  spends  his  vacation  in  that  part 
of  the  country,  roughing  it  most  of  the  time  in 
the  woods.  This  year  will  prove  no  exception. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Chicago  &  Marion 
Coal  Co.,  held  at  Marion,  Ill.,  last  week,  officers 
were  elected  as  follows :  President,  Howard 
Tracy;  vice-president,  C.  A.  Gent;  secretary  and 
treasurer,  E.  H.  Irwin.  These  officials  are  also 
members  of  the  directorate,  the  other  members 
being  Frank  Hostler  and  William  Jesson,  of 
Mansfield,  Ohio. 

The  Link-Belt  Engineering  Co.,  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  has  issued  a  handsome  booklet,  entitled 
“Renold”  Roller  Chain.  It  is  beautifully  illus¬ 
trated  and  tersely  explains  the  advantages  of  this 
sterling  chain,  which  redound  in  such  degree  to 
England’s  foremost  chain  maker.  The  publica¬ 
tion  is  a  credit  in  every  respect  to  the  company 
is  sending  it  out. 

A.  Bergman,  engaged  in  the  retail  coal  busi¬ 
ness  at  115  Lincoln  avenue,  Chicago,  one  of 
the  live  retail  dealers  in  that  part  of  the  city, 
has  been  nominated  as  a  candidate  for  the  board 


of  drainage  trustees  on  the  republican  ticket. 
This  is  an  important  post,  and  as  Mr.  Bergman 
is  very  popular,  it  is  believed  that  it  is  almost 
e(|uivalcnt  to  an  election. 

The  Duncan  Fuel  Co.,  Green  Bay,  Wis.,  an¬ 
nounces  that  on  July  first  G.  P.  Murphy,  of 
Minneapolis,  was  added  to  the  sales  force  of  the 
company,  with  Iowa  and  Minnesota  as  his  ter¬ 
ritory.  Mr.  Murphy  was  formerly  general  north¬ 
western  agent  of  the  American  School  Furniture 
Co.,  and  is  well  known  throughout  the  territory 
in  which  he  will  represent  the  Duncan  Fuel  Co. 

Amanda  E.  Hostler,  sales  manager  at  Chi¬ 
cago  for  the  Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  Ellsworth  build¬ 
ing,  left  the  latter  part  of  last  week,  accompanied 
by  Mrs.  Hostler,  for  an  extended  trip  to  the 
Pacific  coast.  They  will  be  away  from  Chicago 
for  at  least  six  weeks  on  a  vacation  and  recre¬ 
ation  trip  and  will  visit  the  exposition  at  Port¬ 
land,  Oregon,  and  the  Yellowstone  national  park 
before  their  return. 

W.  Kishbaugh,  general  sales  agent  of  the  Mill 
Creek  Coal  Co.,  Mauch  Chunk,  Pa.,  was  in  Chi¬ 
cago  last  week  on  a  business  trip.  Mr.  Kish¬ 
baugh  reports  that  demand  for  anthracite  is 
somewhat  quiet  at  present,  but  he  is  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  an  active  demand  during  the  fall  and 
winter  months,  anticipating  that  a  considerable 
tonnage  of  coal  will  be  stocked  in  expectation  of 
labor  troubles  next  year. 

President  George  F.  Baer,  of  the  Philadelphia 
&  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
passed  through  Chicago  Wednesday  evening  on 
his  way  to  the  Pacific  coast  where  he  will  visit 
the  Portland  exposition  and  possibly  take  a  trip 
into  British  Columbia.  Mr.  Baer  made  a  brief 
stop  in  Chicago  on  his  western  trip,  but  will  re¬ 
turn  home  by  way  of  this  city  and  expects  to  re¬ 
main  here  several  days  on  business. 

Total  receipts  of  anthracite  at  Milwaukee  up 
to  July  first  of  this  year  were  228,159  tons,  as 
compared  with  150,618  tons  for  the  same  period 
a  year  agp.  Total  receipts  of  bituminous  to  the 
same  date  this  year  were  518,514  tons  as  com¬ 
pared  with  147,155  tons  for  the  same  period  last 
year.  In  1904,  it  must  be  remembered,  however, 
there  were  delays  in  the  movement  of  coal  up 
to  the  middle  of  June  as  a  result  of  the  lake 
strike. 

The  Scott  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  was  incorporated 
at  Springfield,  Ill.,  last  week  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  $10,000,  all  paid  up,  to  engage  in  the 
wholesale  coal  and  coke  business  at  suites  1208 
and  1209  Fisher  building.  Nathaniel  J.  Scott, 
identified  with  the  coal  trade  of  Chicago  for  the 
past  three  years,  and  formerly  engaged  in  the 
wholesale  coal  business  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  is 
the  president  and  principal  stockholder  of  the 
new  company. 

Announcement  is  made  this  week  of  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  the  Consolidated  Indiana  Coal  Co., 
Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  as  the  general 
sales  agent  of  the  Brazil  Block  Coal  Co.,  in 
charge  of  all  its  sales.  The  Brazil  Block  Coal 
Co.  is  the  largest  producer  of  block  coal  in  In¬ 
diana,  and  the  appointment  is  made  with  a  view 
to  giving  its  product  as  wide  a  distribution  as 
possible.  The  Chicago  office  of  the  Brazil  Block 
Coal  Co.  will  be  transferred  to  the  Consolidated 
Indiana  Coal  Co. 

George  H.  Ramsay,  president  of  the  Garfield 
Coal  Co.,  Beacon,  Iowa,  passed  through  Chicago 
the  early  part  of  the  week  on  his  return  from  a 
two  months’  trip  to  Europe,  during  which  he 
was  accompanied  by  his  family.  Mr.  Ramsay 
came  to  this  country  forty-seven  years  ago,  and 
has  never  before  returned  home,  although  he  is 
very  wealthy  and  could  have  taken  the  trip  a 
number  of  years  ago  had  he  felt  so  inclined.  He 
reports  that  his  trip  across  was  a  very  pleasant 
one  and  that  he  enjoyed  it  very  much. 

The  Chicago  City  railway  last  week  awarded 
the  contract  for  its  supply  of  coal  during  the 
coming  year.  The  traction  company  requires  be¬ 
tween  500  and  700  tons  of  coal  daily,  but  util¬ 
izes  fine  coals  almost  entirely,  although  it  has 
a  crusher  which  can  be  used  in  crushing  run-of- 


mine  and  lump  coal,  if  the  fine  coal  is  not  avail¬ 
able.  The  contract  for  coal  to  be  delivered  to 
the  various  power  plants  of  the  company  by 
wagon  was  awarded  to  the  Peabody  Coal  Co., 
while  the  coal  to  be  delivered  in  car  lots  was 
awarded  to  O’Gara,  King  &  Co. 

The  plans  of  the  coal  men  at  Columbus,  Ohio, 
have  been  matured  and  a  coal  club  is  now  assured 
for  the  industry  at  that  point.  Last  week  the 
Coal  Club  Co.,  of  Columbus,  was  incorporated 
with  an  authorized  cap'tal  of  $1,000  divided  into 
shares  with  a  par  value  of  $25  each.  The  incor¬ 
porators  of  the  new  club  are  W.  W.  Daniels, 
C.  B.  Duffy,  F.  S.  Brooks,  Jay  Gaines  and  J.  A. 
Rudino,  all  of  whom  are  identified  with  the  coal 
trade  at  that  point.  The  new  organization  will 
secure  quarters  in  the  building  of  the  Columbus 
Savings  &  Trust  Co.,  below  the  rooms  occupied 
by  the  Ohio  club.  Cafe  service  will  be  furnished 
to  the  members  of  the  coal  club  from  the  Ohio 
club.  A  large  list  of  members  has  been  secured 
already  for  the  new  organization,  which  will  be 
purely  social  in  its  scope. 

'Fhe  Lake  Creek  Coal  Co.,  which  is  sinking 
a  new  shaft  at  Johnston  City,  111.,  in  the  Car- 
terville  field,  has  now  reached  a  depth  of  225 
feet  and  it  is  expected  will  reach  coal  by  the 
twentieth  of  July  at  the  latest.  The  contract  for 
a  steel  tipple  and  the  upper  works  has  been  let 
and  construction  work  has  been  commenced.  It 
is  expected  that  the  company  will  be  getting  out 
entry  coal  in  August  and  that  it  will  be  in  good 
shape  to  take  care  of  winter  business.  The  plant 
will  be  one  of  the  most  modern  in  Illinois  in 
every  respect.  In  addition  to  the  steel  tipple 
there  will  be  a  brick  engine  and  boiler  house, 
and  electric  equipment  will  be  employed  wherever 
possible.  E.  H.  Irwin,  manager  for  Hull  &  Co., 
Fisher  building,  Chicago,  C.  A.  Gent,  of  Marion, 
Ill.,  and  other  practical  coal  men  are  interested 
in  this  new  enterprise.  The  company  is  sparing 
no  expense  in  developing  its  property  at  that 
point. 

The  new  offices  of  the  Indiana  Consolidated 
CoM  Co.  on  the  second  floor  of  the  Old  Colony 
building,  -  Chicago,  are  rapidly  approaching  com¬ 
pletion,  and  it  is  expected  they  will  be  in  readi¬ 
ness  for  occupancy  early  the  coming  week.  They 
will  be  among  the  best  coal  offices  in  the  country. 
All  of  the  woodwork  is  in  mahogany,  including 
the  fittings  of  the  main  reception  room,  the  ac¬ 
counting  department,  the  offices  of  the  sales  force 
and  other  departments.  The  private  offices  of 
Vice-President  Carl  Scholz  and  General  Manager 
of  Sales  H.  H.  Rhodes,  in  addition  to  having  the 
mahogany  finish,  also  have  parquet  floors,  the 
effect  being  highly  artistic.  A  smaller  reception 
room  or  waiting  room  off  the  main  reception 
room  leads  to  the  private  offices  of  both  officials. 
These  new  offices  occupy  about  half  of  the  sec-r 
ond  floor  of  the  building.  They  are  light  and 
well  adapted  to  the  requirements  of  the  com¬ 
pany  in  every  essential  respect,  and  in  addition 
are  most  tastefully  decorated  and  will  be  fitted 
up  thoroughly  in  harmony  with  the  decorations. 

Application  has  been  made  in  the  United  States 
court  at  Chicago  this  week  in  bankruptcy  pro¬ 
ceedings  for  the  appointment  of  a  receiver  for 
the  Cooke-Rutledge  Coal  Co.,  Ellsworth  building, 
Chicago.  This  company  has  been  in  a  condition 
of  liquidation  for  the  past  three  or  four  months, 
Nathaniel  J.  Scott  being  the  voluntary  liquidator. 
During  that  time  the  estate  has  been  conserved 
to  the  fullest  possible  extent  and  all  the  liabilities 
practically  have  been  paid  in  full.  Recently  Eck- 
art  &  Swan  secured  a  judgment  against  the  com¬ 
pany  on  an  alleged  failure  to  fulfill  an  old  contract 
for  the  delivery  of  coal.  The  receivership  pro¬ 
ceedings  were  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  fa¬ 
cilitating  the  taking  of  an  appeal  from  the  lower 
court  on  the  part  of  the  Cooke-Rutledge  Coal  Co., 
under  a  writ  of  error,  and  that  the  residue  of 
the  estate  might  be  saved  for  the  remaining 
creditors,  who  are  the  stockholders  in  the  com¬ 
pany.  The  United  States  court  did  not  appoint^ 
a  receiver  but  continued  Mr.  Scott  as  liquidator, 
issuing  an  order  that  no  one  should  interfere  with 
the  estate  or  interfere  with  him  in  the  adminis-, 
tration  of  his  duties  in  conserving  it.  Mr.  Scott 
is  creditor  to  the  extent  of  $5,500. 
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Geo.  Ji.  Maroon  Makes  Change. 

George  A.  Magoon,  for  the  past  eight  or  nine 
years  vice  president  and  general  manager  of  the 
United  Coal  Co.,  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  during  May 
resigned  his  position  with  that  company  to  become 
vice-president  and  general  manager  of  sales  of 
the  following  companies :  The  Pittsburgh  & 
Westmoreland  Coal  Co.;  Schoenberger  Coal  Co.; 
Hazel  Kirk  Gas  Coal  Co.;  Penn-Manor  Shaft 
Co. ;  Blaine  Coal  Co. ;  Deckers  Creek  Coal  &  Coke 
Co. ;  Great  Lakes  Coal  Co.,  and  the  Preston  Coal 
Co.  These  seven  companies  have  a  combined 
output  of  2,500,000  tons  of  coal  yearly,  and  it  is 
believed  that  during  the  present  year  the  produc¬ 
tion  will  reach  nearly  3,000,000  tons.  1  he  sales 
policy  for  this  immense  tonnage,  together  with 
everything  pertaining  to  the  managernent  of  sales 
is  vested  in  Mr.  Magoon  and  in  addition  he  has 
a  financial  interest  in  the  various  companies. 

These  companies  make  a  specialty  of  Youghio- 
gheny  and  Westmoreland  gas  coal  and  of  steam 
coal,  producing  Youghiogheny  thin  vein  second 


pool  coal,  Westmoreland  gas  coal,  Allegheny 
Valley  steam  coal  and  West  Virt^inia  steam  coal 
and  coke,  the  Deckers  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  being 
the  producer  of  the  latter.  These  various  com¬ 
panies  have  twelve  mines  and  control  some¬ 
thing  like  40,000  acres  of  coal  land  in  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  West  Virginia.  They  have  so  much 
virgin  coal  land  that  extensive  development  in 
the  matter  of  opening  new  mines  will  occur  from 
time  to  time,  as  consumption  may  warrant.  These 
properties  are  located  on  the  Pennsylvania,  Pitts¬ 
burg  &  Lake  Erie,  Bessemer  &  Lake  Erie  and 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroads,  which  provide  un¬ 
usual  facilities  for  the  shipment  of  the  product, 
not  only  to  great  lake  ports  and  the  wesC  but 
to  every  consuming  point  of  importance  in  the 
eastern  tide-water  and  line  trade.  With  such 
transportation  facilities  the  company  need  never 
be  out  of  cars  at  its  properties  but  will  always 
be  in  position  to  produce  some  coal  and  secure 
some  equipment,  which  is  a  matter  of  vital  im¬ 
portance  in  the  coal  trade  at  certain  periods. 

lias  Been  In  Coal  Business  Many  Years. 

Mr.  Magoon,  the  new  vice-president  and  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  sales,  has  acquired  a  reputation 
as  one  of  the  most  able  coal  men  in  the  country. 
He  became  identified  with  the  Magoon-Kimball 
Co.,  at  Muskegon,  Mich.,  a  number  of  years  ago, 
later  selling  out  his  interest  to  Mr.  Kimball,  who 
continued  the  business  without  change  in  the 
corporation  name.  Mr.  Magoon  then  went  to 
Detroit,  where  he  became  identified  with  the 


Raybold  Coal  Co.  for  several  years,  a  little  later 
becoming  identified  with  the  Rhodes  &  Beidler 
Coal  Co.,  which  was  then  operating  the  Webster 
mine  and  had  headquarters  at  Cleveland.  When 
the  United  Coal  Co.  was  in  its  incipiency,  Mr. 
Magoon  was  made  general  manager,  in  charge 
not  only  of  its  sales  department  but  of  its  opera¬ 
tions,  where  he  assisted  in  the  development  of 
the  mines  of  the  company,  increasing  them  from 
a  nominal  tonnage  of  400  or  500  tons  a  day  till 
during  the  past  year  their  production  amounted 
to  about  2,000,000  tons. 

Mr.  Magoon  made  an  excellent  record  in  con¬ 
nection  with  this  company  and  through  his  persis¬ 
tence  and  ability  forged  to  the  front  as  one  of 
the  leading  coal  operators  and  coal  men  in  the 
Pittsburg  field.  In  his  new  position  he  will  have 
many  added  responsibilities  and  a  much  larger 
tonnage  of  coal  to  dispose  of,  but  there  is  no 
one  who  doubts  but  that  he  will  attain  to  the 
marked  success  which  such  a  position  should 
warrant.  His  wide  acquaintance  in  all  the  coal 
circles  of  the  country,  his  experience  and  his 


knowledge  all  make  him  a  desirable  man  for  the 
position,  and  while  it  was  with  many  regrets  that 
he  left  his  old  position,  the  call  was  of  such  a 
character  and  the  inducements  so  attractive  that 
he  found  himself  in  duty  bound  to  accept  them. 
Mr.  Magoon  has  received  many  congratulations 
since  the  change  occurred  from  his  numerous* 
friends  in  which  The  Black  Diamond  most 
heartily  wishes  to  join. 

V 

Coal  Men  May  Hold  Picnic. 

A  movement  is  on  foot  among  coal  men  in  Chi¬ 
cago  engaged  in  the  wholeshle  shipping  trade, 
to  have  an  outing  or  picnic  later  in  the  season. 
For  two  years  the  wholesale  trade  of  Chicago 
has  held  a  picnic  at  some  nearby  point,  where 
there  were  accommodations  for  games,  athletic 
sports  and  other  forms  of  entertainment.  This 
year  thus  far  the  matter  has  been  neglected,  but 
it  has  been  quietly  discussed  during  the  past 
week  and  it  has  been  found  that  there  was  a 
decided  sentiment  in  favor  of  an  outing  the 
present  year. 

In  order  to  obtain  an  idea  of  the  prevailing 
sentiment,  and  if  it  is  favorable  to  the  picnic 
proposition  that  some  action  may  be  taken,  G.  H. 
Merryweather,  of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  the 
Rookery,  Chicago,  has  asked  all  who  are  inter¬ 
ested  to  attend  a  luncheon  at  the  Grand  Pacific 
hotel  next  Tuesday  at  12:30.  All  who  are  in 


any  way  interested  in  the  matter,  whether  they 
receive  a  personal  invitation  or  not,  are  invited 
to  be  present  at  that  time.  Committees  probably 
will  be  appointed  and  the  preliminary  arrange¬ 
ments  will  be  made  at  that  time.  Those  who 
will  be  present  at  the  luncheon  are  requested  to 
telephone  Mr.  Merryweather  Monday  or  during 
Tuesday  morning  so  that  proper  reservations  can 
be  made  for  the  necessary  luncheon  accommoda¬ 
tions  at  the  hotel. 

V 

Word  from  J.  H.  Garaghty. 

The  Black  Diamond  is  in  receipt  of  a  letter 
from  J.  H.  Garaghty,  formerly  an  official  of 
the  Westville  Coal  Co.,  which  disposed  of  its 
properties  to  the  Dering  Coal  Co.  early  in  the 
year.  Mr.  Garaghty  is  spending  a  year  in  Eu¬ 
rope  on  a  vacation  and  for  purposes  of  recrea¬ 
tion.  His  letter  was  written  from  Chester,  Eng¬ 
land,  as  follows : 

“Here  we  are  at  quaint  old  Chester  after  a 
delightful  visit  in  London  and  a  trip  through  the 
beautiful  Devonshire  country,  mostly  by  coach, 
when  the  hills  were  not  so  high  as  to  cause  the 
genial  ‘coachman’  to  remark,  ‘There’s  a  bit  of 
a  hill  ahead,  sir,’  which  translated  means, 
‘Please  get  down  and  walk  up.’  This  seems  very 
easy  at  the  place  where  you  start,  but  as  you 
proceed  it  strikes  you  very  soon  that  such  hills 
while  lovely  to  look  upon,  are  different  proposi¬ 
tions  when  forced  to  climb  them.  One  hill  out  of 
Parlack  en  route  to  Lynton  rises  one  foot  in 
six  for  nearly  two  miles,  and  another  into  Lyn¬ 
ton  descends  one  foot  in  five.  It  nearly  kills  you 
to  climb  one  and  scares  you  to  death  to  hang 
on  to  the  coach  going  down  the  other. 

“The  little  jaunts  about  Lynton  (the  English 
Switzerland)  up  through  Doone  valley  are  de¬ 
lightful  and  to  have  every  one  tell  you  a  story 
about  Lorna  Doone  and  the  wicked  robbers  who 
haunted  that  very  rugged  locality  is  very  enter¬ 
taining  and  adds  a  charm  to  the  trip. 

“The  trip  also  from  Lynton  to  Heddons  Mouth 
and  Hunters  Inn  through  the  grounds  of  old 
Lee  Abbey  with  the  road  in  many  places  skirting 
the  sheer  cliffs  several  hundred  feet  above  the 
sea,  is  a  most  beautiful  coaching  trip  and  every 
turn  in  the  road  reveals  a  new  and  charming 
view  across  the  Bristol,  with  the  high  Welsh  hills 
in  the  background. 

“Chester  is  very  quaint  and  every  scene  is 
full  of  interest,  everything  new  is  built  to  re¬ 
semble  the  old  and  the  fund  of  rich  ‘old’  land¬ 
marks  here  will  provide  material  for  a  very  ‘pro¬ 
longed  article.’ 

“We  leave  tomorrow  for  the  lake  district, 
thence  through  Yorkshire,  Derbyshire  and  the 
Midlands,  stopping  at  many  places  of  interest, 
after  a  trip  through  Scotland  from  the  lakes. 
We  then  go  to  the  continent,  through  Belgium, 
Holland,  Germany,  Tyrol  to  Switzerland,  through 
Baden  to  the  Rhine,  down  to  Cologne,  thence  to 
Paris.”  J.  H.  Garaghty. 

Grosvenor  Hotel,  Chester  England,  June  thir¬ 
tieth,  1905. 

Junior  Ovens  in  Blast. 

To  the  Editor: 

In  The  Black  Diamond  for  Julv  first  your 
Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  correspondent  states  that 
twenty-five  of  our  Junior  ovens  have  been  banked. 
This  is  true  to  some  extent.  We  banked  twenty- 
five  out  of  fifty-one  ovens  at  Junior  May  twen¬ 
tieth  and  put  them  in  blast  again  on  June  thir¬ 
teenth. 

All  of  our  ovens  at  Junior.  Harding  and  Coal- 
ton,  336  in  number,  are  in  blast. 

The  Davis  Colliery  Co., 

A.  C.  Finley,  G.  S. 

Harding,  W.  Va.,  Julv  tenth, 

V 

Ralph  Neilson,  New  York  sales  agent  of  the 
I^yal  Hanna  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Whitehall  build¬ 
ing,  returned  the  middle  of  last  week  after  spend¬ 
ing  some  four  days  with  his  friends  in  Philadel¬ 
phia,  who  accompanied  him  on  a  short  fishing 
trip.  He  says  luck  favored  them  and  they  were 
rewarded  with  a  good  catch.  His  friends  here 
rather  accept  this  report  as  a  fact,  as  he  certainly 
has  taken  on  a  good  deal  of  tan,  looking  brown 
as  a  berry. 
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Practically  all  the  mines  in  Illinois  will  be  in  operation  again  by 
the  latter  part  of  this  week.  Except  for  the  operators  of  the  state,  who 
would  have  suffered  temporarily,  it  would  have  been  a  good  thing  had  they 
remained  closed  for  thirty  days  longer. 

The  season  for  retail  coal  conventions  practically  is  over  for  the  year. 
Very  much  has  been  accomplished  by  these  conventions  through  education  as  to 
proper  business  methods  and  the  bringing  together  of  men  having  a  com¬ 
mon  commercial  purpose.  In  the  aggregate  the  attendance  has  been  larger 
than  for  some  years,  which  indicates  that  the  association  cause  is  gaining 
new  adherents.  Some  objectionable  features  have  been  eliminated  from  the 
state  and  interstate  conventions,  which  also  indicates  progress. 

Victory  for  the  Miners. 

Judge  Gray,  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  has  rendered  his  decision  in  the  con¬ 
troversy  between  the  coal  operators  and  miners  of  Illinois  as  to  the  shot- 
firers’  law.  His  decision  is  a  compromise,  establishing  that  where  shot- 
firers  are  employed  the  miners  and  the  operators  shall  each  pay  half  the 
expenses.  Knowing  all  the  facts  connected  with  this  measure,  we  can  not 
help  but  believe  that  this  is  a  victory  for  the  miners.  The  operators  were 
right  in  their  contention  that  the  passage  of  this  law  was  a  violation  of 
the  current  wage  agreement  in  Illinois.  If  they  were  right,  and  we  believe 


thev  were,  then  there  could  be  no  compromise  such  as  the  decision  in  hand. 
Arbitration  evidently  did  not  go  into  the  merits  of  the  case,  but  the  decision 
was  rendered  largely  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  peace,  apparently,  with¬ 
out  regard  to  the  deep  principles  involved.  For  that  reason  we  can  not  help 
but  feel  that  the  result  was  a  temporary  victory  for  the  miners.  This  idea 
appeals  to  us,  particularly,  because  the  mining  industry  of  the  State  of  Illi¬ 
nois  is  already  handicapped  by  conditions  which  do  not  apply  in  adjoining 
states  to  the  east.  By  this  decision  the  burden  of  Illinois  coal  operators  has 
been  considerably  increased,  while  on  the  other  hand  the  miners  will  do  less 
work  than  formerly  and  only  bear  half  the  expenses  which  result  from  plac¬ 
ing  the  duty  of  blasting  coal  in  other  hands. 

Jl  Principle  in  Selling  Coal. 

There  is  one  principle  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  coal  or  any  other 
commodity  which  is  not  always  thoroughly  considered  by  the  selling  agent. 
A  demand  must  exist  or  be  created  before  a  sale  can  be  accomplished.  If 
the  demand  does  not  exist  or  is  not  created,  a  reduction  of  prices  with  a 
view  to  offering  this  as  an  inducement  to  accomplish  a  sale  is  poor  policy. 
We  shall  emphasize  this  point  because  it  is  so  frequently  overlooked.  A 
salesman  will  go  to  a  buyer  of  coal  and  offer  it  at  a  certain  figure,  which, 
presumably,  is  the  legitimate  price  that  should  be  obtained,  allowing  only 
a  reasonable  profit  to  the  shipper  or  producer.  In  times  like  those  which 
have  prevailed  for  the  past  six  months,  if  the  buyer  does  not  immediately 
accept,  the  proposition,  frequently  the  salesman  will  name  a  still  lower 
figure  in  the  hope  that  he  may  be  able  to  dispose  of  some  tonnage.  This 
is  a  wrong  policy,  because  the  mere  reduction  of  price  is  not  a  potential 
argument  in  favor  of  buying.  It  creates  a  suspicion  in  the  mind  of  the  buyer 
that  previously  did  not  exist,  to  the  effect  that  the  salesman  was  endeavor¬ 
ing  to  hold  him  up  in  the  first  place,  and  also,  further,  that  if  he  does  not 
buy  at  the  lowest  price  ultimately  named  by  the  salesman  he  may  be  able, 
by  deferring  the  purchase,  to  secure  a  still  lower  figure. 

If  a  buyer  is  not  in  a  position  where  he  wants  coal,  the  first  effort  of 
the  salesman  should  be  to  create  a  demand.  By  applying  this  principle  to 
yourself  you  will  see  how  it  works.  Should  the  owner  of  a  horse  come  to 
you  and  promise  to  sell  you  the  animal  at  $75.00,  if  you  did  not  want  it 
vou  would  promptly  refuse  to  buy.  Let  him  offer  you  the  horse  then  at 
$50.00  and  there  is  no  more  of  a  demand  in  your  mind  for  a  horse  than  there 
was  in  the  first  place,  because  you  do  not  want  it.  Let  him  come  to  you 
ajrain  with  the  proposition  to  sell,  the  horse  for  $25.00,  there  beimr  no  demand 
on  vour  part,  you  still  refuse  to  purchase.  On  the  other  hand,  should  the 
owner  of  the  horse  come  to  you  and  convince  you  that  this  animal  was  worth 
$100,  describing  its  aualities  and  its  accomplishments,  saying  that  he  would 
seff  it  at  this  time  for  $75.00,  he  might  create  a  demand  on  your  part  for  the 
horse  by  appealing  to  your  cupidity  and  desire  to  make  money.  Or  if  he 
came  to  you  with  the  animal  hitched  to  a  buggy  and  took  you  for  a  ride, 
giving  you  a  pleasant  time,  and  then  showed  you  that  this  horse  would  bring 
you  both  pleasure  and  profit,  that  you  were  in  position  where  you  could 
afford  to  purchase  the  animal  for  your  own  convenience  and  comfort,  he 
would  create  a  demand  on  your  part,  and  it  would  be  unnecessary  for  him 
to  reduce  the  price  to  sell  the  horse. 

The  point  that  we  are  getting  at  is  that  too  little  attention  is  being  paid 
to  the  first  principles  of  salesmanship  in  the  coal  trade,  and  that  the  demoraliza¬ 
tion  of  prices  is  due  to  the  fact  that  there  are  a  large  number  of  incompetent 
traveling  men  representing  large  interests  who  can  not  create  a  demand  for 
coal.  How  many  coal  companies  take  the  time  or  the  trouble  to  post  new 
salesmen  before  thev  put  them  on  the  road?  From  obsei^-ation  we  should 
say  comparatively  few.  But  if  shipping  companies  would  take  a  salesman 
in  hand  when  he  was  first  engaged  and  tell  him  all  the  good  talking  points 
of  certain  coals  which  thev  handled,  making  him  finally  attempt  to  sell  the 
product  to  some  one  in  the  office  in  order  to  see  whether  he  was  well  qualified 
or  not,  there  would  be  a  marked  change.  In  other  lines  this  business  prepara¬ 
tion  is  essential  before  the  man  goes  on  the  road.  In  the  dry  goods  trade 
a  salesman  must  be  posted  for  three  or  four  weeks  on  every  line  in  the 
house  and  concerning  every  feature  of  the  business,  so  that  he  can  meet 
competition  in  the  proper  manner  and.  when  he  goes  to  a  customer,  sell  the 
product  at  the  price  which  should  be  obtained. 

Incompetency  in  any  line  of  business  will  result  in  loss  to  those  engaged 
in  it.  Obseryation  shows  clearly  that  there  is  much  incompetency  among 
some  of  the  coal  salesmen,  particularly  those  who  are  new  to  the  business, 
in  the  sale  of  coal.  Instruct  your  salesmen  and  there  will  be  less  quoting  of 
low  prices  than  there  is  at  present.  When  you  instruct  them,  do  so  with  a 
yiew  to  having  them  create  a  demand  for  the  product,  whether  it  exists  or 
not.  If  they  can  do  this,  and  it  is  the  true  test  of  salesmanship,  there  will 
be  less  complaint  over  demoralized  prices,  and  the  only  stock  in  trade  of  the 
salesman  will  not  consist  in  a  reduction  of  from  five  to  ten  cents  at  a  clip  on 
the  selling  price  of  coal  when  he  can  not  dispose  of  it  otherwise. 
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Mines  are  Again  in  Operation  in  Illinois. 


A'l  the  necessary  details  connected  with  the 
arbitration  of  the  controversy  between  the 
coal  operators  and  miners  of  Illinois  over  the 
shot-firers’  law  having  been  settled,  there  was 
a  general  resumption  of  mining  in  the 
state  on  Saturday  of  last  week  and  Monday 
of  this  week.  Quite  a  number  of  mines  in  va¬ 
rious  parts  of  the  state  begun  operations  last 
Saturday  morning,  the  wage  agreement  as  to 
shot-firers  having  been  signed  at  a  joint  con¬ 
ference  which  was  held  Friday.  By  Monday  morn¬ 
ing  nearly  every  mine  in  the  state  was  in^  a 
position  to  resume,  although  at  some  few  points 
there  were  local  grievances  on  the  part  of  either 
the  operators  or  the  miners  which  resulted  in  a 
continuance  temporarily  of  the  suspension.  This 
principally  originated  at  machine  mines  and  was 
a  result  of  the  clause  in  the  shot-firers’  law  which 
provides  where  not  to  exceed  two  pounds  of 
powder  are  used  in  the  blast  shot-firers  are  not 
necessary.  In  some  instances  the  .operators 
posted  notices  that  the  miners  hereafter  will  not 
be  allowed  to  use  to  exceed  two  pounds  of 
powder,  the  consequence  being  that  the  mine 
workers  refused  to  return  to  some  of  these  mines. 
It  is  not  expected  that  these  troubles  will  con¬ 
tinue  long,  nor  will  they  aflfect  the  production  in 
the  state  to  any  great  extent. 

Advices  from  northern  Illinois  indicate  that  all 
the  mines  practically  are  workine  on  nearly  full 
time  this  week.  In  the  Grape  Creek  district  re¬ 
sumption  occurred  Tuesday  morning,  and  no  fur¬ 
ther  trouble  is  anticipated.  In  the  Carterville 
and  southern  Illinois  district  practically  all  the 
mines  are  operating,  the  tonnage  on  Monday 
having  been  two-thirds  of  the  normal  output.  In 
the  Virden  district  and  in  one  or  two  others  in 
the  Springfield  field  there  are  slight  troubles.  In 
the  Belleville  and  Pana  fields  resumption  has 
been  general.  For  the  present,  therefore,  it  looks 
as  if  the  long-drawn-out  controversy  over  shot- 
firers,  which  has  absorbed  the  attention  of  coal 
operators  in  the  state  for  the  past  six  months,  is 
ended.  There  is  considerable  dissatisfaction  on 
the  part  of  coal  operators  at  the  arbitration 
award,  and  it  is  barely  possible  that  this  matter 
may  come  up  for  further  consideration  at  the 
expiration  of  the  present  joint  agreement.  It 
would  not  be  surprising  if  it  was  a  source  of 
considerable  controversy  in  the  Illinois  fields  next 
spring,  but  that,  of  course,  is  anticipating  the 
future,  concerning  which  no  one  can  foretell. 

The  decision  of  Umpire  Judge  George  Gray 
in  the  arbitration  proceedings  is  of  no  little  in¬ 
terest  to  coal  operators  in  other  parts  of  the 
country.  After  reviewing  the  resolutions  by 
which  it  was  jointly  agreed  by  the  coal  operators 
and  coal  miners  of  Illinois  that  Judge  Gray  should 
act  as  arbitrator,  the  decision  takes  up  the  mat¬ 
ters  at  issue  as  follows : 

Text  of  Arbitration  Decision. 

“I  have  considered,  as  carefully  as  the  time  at 
my  command  has  permitted,  the  statements  and 
arguments  made  by  you  on  behalf  of  the  parties 
whom  you  respectively  represent. 

“There  are  no  disputed  questions  of  fact,  at 
least  none  that  are  material.  The  arguments  on 
both  sides  have  been  presented  with  clearness  and 
force,  as  well  as  with  signal  frankness  and  can¬ 
dor.  Immaterial  matters  have  thus  been  elimi¬ 
nated  from  the  case,  and  the  consideration  of  the 
umpire  is  confined  to  the  single  and  real  issue 
between  the  parties.  The  pertinent  facts  are  as 
follows : 

“On  April  fourth,  1904,  there  was  concluded  at 
Springfield,  Ill.,  between  the  parties  to  this  sub¬ 
mission,  what  is  called  the  Illinois  state  agree¬ 
ment,  by  which  a  scale  of  mining  prices,  day 
wages  and  conditions  were  established  and 
agreed  upon  for  the  nine  mining  districts  in  the 
state  of  Illinois,  to  continue  in  force  and  effect 
for  two  years  from  April  first,  1904.  This  scale 
of  mining  prices  and  of  wages  for  day  labor  was 
fixed  with  reference  to  the  pick  mining  price  of 
mine-run  coal  at  Danville,  in  said  state,  as  a 
base  point  established  by  the  contract  of  March 
twenty-first,  1904  (called  the  Indianapolis  inter¬ 
state  convention),  between  the  operators  of  the 
competitive  coal  fields  of  western  Pennsylvania, 
Ohio.  Indiana  and  Illinois  and  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America.  The  price  for  mining  thus 


established  varied  from  fifty-two  cents  per  ton 
to  eighty-seven  cents  per  ton.  'The  sixteenth 
seetion  (clause  A)  of  the  agreement  provides 
that  ‘the  scale  of  prices  herein  provided  shall  in¬ 
clude,  in  ordinary  conditions,  the  work  required 
to  load  coal  and  properly  timber  the  working 
places  in  the  mine,  and  the  operator  shall  be  re¬ 
quired  to  furnish  the  necessary  props  and  tim¬ 
ber  in  room  or  working  face.  And  in  long-wall 
mines  it  shall  include  the  proper  mining  of  the 
coal  and  the  brushing  and  care  of  the  working 
places  and  roadway,  according  to  the  present 
method  and  rules  relating  thereto,  which  shall 
continue  unchanged.’ 

“The  first  section  of  the  agreement  provides  as 
follows :  ‘The  Indianapolis  interstate  convention 
having  adopted  a  mining  and  underground  day 
labor  scale,  in  effect  April  first,  1904,  no  changes 
or  conditions  shall  be  imposed  in  the  Illinois 
scale  for  the  coming  two  years  that  increase  the 
cost  of  production  of  coal  in  any  district  in  the 
state,  except  as  may  be  provided.’ 

“The  fifth  section  (clause  A)  of  said  agree¬ 
ment  provides  as  follows :  ‘Whether  the  coal  is 
shot  after  being  undercut  or  sheared  by  pick  or 
machine,  or  shot  without  undercutting  or  shear¬ 
ing,  the  miners  must  drill  and  blast  the  coal  in 
accordance  with  the  state  mining  law  of  Illinois, 
in  order  to  protect  the  roof  and  timbers  and  in 
the  interest  of  general  safety.’ 

Wliat  Miner  Was  Required  to  Do. 

“Under  the  contract  mining  operations  have 
been  conducted  throughout  the  state  in  the  mines 
and  districts  mentioned  therein  until  the  present 
time.  There  can  be  no  question  that,  by  the 
terms  of  this  agreement,  the  miner  was  required 
not  only  to  take  care  of  his  room  or  working 
face,  load  the  coal  and  properly  timber  the  work¬ 
ing  places,  but  also  to  ‘blast’  the  coal,  which 
necessarily  included  the  drilling  of  the  face,  the 
insertion  of  the  cartridge  or  shot,  the  tamping 
and  the  firing  of  the  same. 

“Such  being  the  state  of  things,  the  legislature 
of  Illinois,  in  the  session  of  1905,  passed  an  act, 
to  go  into  effect  July  first,  1905,  by  which  it  is 
provided  that  in  all  mines  in  this  state  where 
coal  is  blasted,  and  where  more  than  two  pounds 
of  powder  are  used  for  any  one  blast ;  and,  also, 
in  all  mines  in  this  state  where  gas  is  generated 
in  dangerous  quantities,  a  sufficient  number  of 
practical,  experienced  men,  to  be  designated  as 
shot-firers,  shall  be  employed  by  the  company 
and  at  its  expense,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  in¬ 
spect  and  do  the  firing  of  all  blasts,  prepared  in 
a  practical,  workmanlike  manner,  in  said  mine 
or  mines. 

“The  duties  of  these  shot-firers  were,  in  other 
sections  of  the  act,  prescribed  in  detail,  as  also 
a  penalty  for  a  refusal  or  failure  to  do  the  things 
required  by  any  section  of  the  act  on  the  part  of 
persons  therein  required  to  do  them.  That  this 
act  was  a  police  regulation,  within  the  power  of 
the  state  to  enact,  can  not  be  and  is  not  dis¬ 
puted.  The  operators,  however,  contend  that, 
although  they  are  required  and  expect  to  conform 
to  this  law,  the  effect  of  it  is  to  materially  change 
the  obligations  of  the  said  contract  of  April 
fourth,  1905,  inasmuch  as  it  relieves  the  miner 
from  the  actual  shooting  of  the  shots,  and  in 
consequence  thereof  imposes  upon  the  operators 
the  burden  of  employing,  at  their  expense,  ad¬ 
ditional  men  to  fire  the  shots  in  every  chamber 
of  the  mine.  They,  therefore,  demand  that  the 
miners  should  reimburse  the  operators  for  the 
increased  cost  in  the  production  of  coal. 

Contentions  of  the  Miners. 

“The  miners,  on  the  other  hand,  contend  that 
this  being  a  police  regulation  within  the  compe¬ 
tence  of  the  state  to  prescribe  for  the  mining  of 
coal,  they  are  literally  performing  their  contract 
as  long  as  they  ‘drill  and  blast  coal  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  state  mining  law  of  Illinois,’  of 
which  the  act  in  question  is  a  part.  They  also 
contend  that  the  practical  operation  of  this  law 
would  impose.no  additional  burden  on  the  opera¬ 
tors,  inasmuch  as  under  the  present  system, 
where  the  shots  are  fired  by  the  miners  some¬ 
what  indiscriminately,  as  each  miner  may  con¬ 
clude  his  work,  the  drivers  and  other  day  labor¬ 
ers  in  the  mine,  cage  men,  bolsters  and  car- 


handlers  are  compelled  to  stop  work  during  frac¬ 
tions  of  the  eight-hour  day,  varying  from  a  quar¬ 
ter  to  half  an  hour,  which  under  the  contract  they 
are  required  to  work ;  whereas  when  the  shot- 
firers  provided  by  the  act  do  the  work  it  is 
done  at  the  close  of  the  full  eight  hours  and  no 
time  is  thus  lost.  They  also  contend  that,  as 
only  three  or  four  shot-firers  would  be  required 
to  each  mine,  the  operators  would  be  more  than 
compensated  for  the  outlay  in  employing  them. 

“As  the  case  is  presented  to  the  umpire,  it  is 
not  necessary  to  consider  what  the  legal  effect 
of  this  legislative  act  of  the  state  of  Illinois  may 
be  upon  the  obligations  of  the  contract  of  April 
fourth,  1904.  Whether  the  actual  firing  of  the 
shot  by  the  miners  was  a  substantial  part  of  the 
contract  on  their  part,  and  if  so  what  effect  the 
subsequent  law  making  it  impossible  of  perform¬ 
ance  had  upon  the  rights  of  the  parties  to  the 
contract,  or  whether  the  state  law  was  violative 
of  the  contract  clause  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,^  as  impairing  the  obligations  of  a 
contract,  are  judicial  questions  to  be  determined 
by  a  judicial  tribunal.  A  different  and  single 
question  is  presented  to  the  umpire;  that  is, 
whether,  in  good  conscience  and  equity,  under  all 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  miners  should 
reimburse  the  operators  for  the  outlay  necessary 
to  employ  the  shot-firers  required  bv  law. 

“If  the  duty  of  the  shot-firer,  as  prescribed  by 
the  act,  were  merely  to  inspect,  there  could  be 
no  doubt  that  such  a  police  regulation,  although 
it  imposed  an  additional  burden  upon  the  ope¬ 
rator,  would  not  affect  the  mutual  obligations  of 
the  contract.  But  the  act  says  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  shot-firer  to  inspect  and  do  all  the 
firing  of  all  blasts  prepared  in  a  practical,  work¬ 
manlike  manner  in  said  mine  or  mines.’  We  are 
to  assume  that  this  act  was  passed  in  good  faith 
to  protect  the  lives  of  miners  and  others  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  mines  and  permit  the  general  safety 
of  mining  operations.  As  such  it  deserves  the 
commendation  and  support  of  all  good  citizens 
in  the  state.  Inspection  alone  by  expert  men 
employed^  for  that  purpose  of  the  shots  prepared 
by  the  miners,  before  they  are  fired  by  the  miners, 
would  go  far  _  toward  promoting  the  safety  of 
those  engaged  in  mining  and  in  large  part  achieve 
the  purpose  of  the  act.  Such  inspection,  though 
requiring  the  employment  of  the  same  number  of 
men  and  entailing  an  equal  or  nearly  equal  ex¬ 
pense  on  the  operators  as  would  inspection  and 
firing  also,  is  no  more  amenable  to  criticism  or 
complaint  than  the  inspection  required  by  law 
to  ascertain  the  presence  of  fire  damp  or  of  other 
conditions  dangerous  to  mining  operations.  No 
good  reason  can  be  urged,  in  my  opinion,  why  the 
expense  of  any  such  inspection  should  be  imposed 
upon  the  miners.  It  is  an  expense  made  by  law 
incidental  to  the  conduct  of  mining  operations. 
Does  the  mere  fact,  then,  that  in  addition  to  in¬ 
spection  the  inspector  is  required  to  fire  the 
shot  so  substantiallv  affect  or  modify  the  terms 
of  the  contract  of  April  fourth.  1904,  as  to  make 
it  equitable  that  the  miners  should  wholly  re¬ 
imburse  the  operators  for  the  outlay  in  em¬ 
ploying  such  inspectors?  It  really  relieves  the 
miner  of  no  appreciable  labor  and  of  little  re¬ 
sponsibility,  and  it  seems  incontestable  that  the 
firing  done  by  these  inspectors  may,  by  reason 
of  the  greater  regularity  and  better  methods  em¬ 
ployed,  inure  to  the  benefit  of  the  operator,  so 
far  as,  to  some  extent  at  least,  to  compensate 
him  for  the  increase  expense  over  the  old  method. 

Cost  of  Illrlna:  Sliot  FIrers. 

“No  precise  estimate  has  been  made,  or  can  at 
present  be  made,  of  what  will  be  the  cost  to  the 
operators  of  the  employment  of  these  inspectors. 
In  this  respect  it  will  be  an  experiment,  the  re¬ 
sult  of  which  must  be  awaited  by  both  sides. 
When  this  experience  is  at  hand,  an  adjustment 
can  no  doubt  be  made  by  the  parties  that  will 
meet  the  ends  of  justice  and  satisfy  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  law. 

“The  umpire  makes  no  account  of  the  state¬ 
ment  that  the  passage  of  this  law  was  promoted 
by  the  representatives  of  the  miners.  The  legis¬ 
lative  will  and  judgment  is  interposed  between 
the  acts  of  the  miners  and  the  situation  as  we 
now  have  it.  With  the  action  of  those  who  ad¬ 
vocated  and  those  who  opposed  the  passage  of 
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the  act  we  have  nothing  now  to  do.  It  is  not 
without  significance,  however,  that,  before  ad¬ 
vocating  and  promoting  the  passage  of  the  bill 
by  the  legislature,  the  representatives  of  the 
miners  in  the  convention  that  made  the  agree¬ 
ment  of  April  fourth,  1904,  had  urged  that  the 
employment  of  shot-firers  should  be  provided  for 
in  said  contract  and  that  this  proposition  was 
peremptorily  refused  by  the  representatives  of 
the  operators. 

“On  the  whole,  it  seems  to  me  equitable  and 
just  that,  until  experience  is  acquired  in  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  the  employment  of  the  shot-firers  provided 
for  by  the  act,  one-half  of  the  expense  necessary 
to  their  employment  should  be  reimbursed  to  the 
operators  by  the  miners. 

“I,  therefore,  adjudge  and  award  that  the 
miners  in  each  mine  covered  by  the  contract  of 
the  Illinois  state  agreement  of  April  fourth, 
1904,  reimburse  the  operator  or  operators  of 
such  mine  for  one-half  of  the  expense  and  outlay 
necessary  to  the  employment  of  inspectors  under 
the  act  of  the  legislature  of  Illinois  in  that  be¬ 
half.” 


'rest  of  .Shot  Flrers  AVuge  Agreement. 

The  joint  wage  agreement  under  which  shot- 
firers  shall  be  employed  was  signed  at  Springfield 
last  Friday.  It  is  as  follows: 

“First — The  shot-firer  shall  go  into  the  mine 
a  sufficient  length  of  time,  hot  less  than  three 
hours  before  the  regular  quitting  time  of  the 
mine,  to  satisfy  himself  by  examination  and  in¬ 
spection  of  the  shots  he  is  to  fire  that  they  have 
been  properly  placed  and  prepared.  When  ex¬ 
amining  shots  the  shot-firers  shall  work  single; 
when  firing  shots  they  shall  work  double. 

“Second — The  rate  of  wages  to  be  paid  shot- 
firers  shall  he  $4.00  per  day  of  eight  hours. 

“Third — The  question  as  to  whether  squibs  or 
fuse  shall  be  used  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
mine  manager  and  the  shot-firers  in  the  respective 
mines  where  shot-firers  are  employed.  Wherever 
a  dispute  arises  relative  to  the  advisability  of 
using  fuse  or  squibs,  the  same  shall  be  settled  by 
the  state  mine  inspector  for  that  district,  after 
having  made  a  persona!  investigation  to  satisfy 
himself  as  to  which  would  be  safer. 

“Fourth — Where  but  few  miners  are  employed 
the  operator  shall  have  the  right  to  designate 
two  practical  miners  as  shot-firers  at  an  hour 
rate  equivalent  to  the  day  rate  mentioned  above.” 


Anthracite  Production  in  June. 


The  anthracite  coal  tonnage  produced  by  the 
different  railroads  for  the  month  of  June  was 
as  follows: 


Philadelphia  &  Reading  . 

Lehigh  Valley  . 

Jersey  Central  . 

Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western.. 

Delaware  &  Hudson  . 

Pennsylvania  Railroad  . 

Erie  . 

N.  Y.,  O.  &  W . 

D.,  S.  &  S . 

Total  . 


1905. 

1904. 

1,161,603 

1,131,896 

986,461 

916,306 

700,917 

728,185 

888,273 

893,061 

537,450 

518,127 

460,926 

473,948 

701,943 

682,497 

271,841 

250,699 

140,638 

134,076 

5,844,052 

5,728,795 

Anthracite  coal  shipments  by  months  compares 


as  follows : 

1905. 

1904. 

1903. 

1902. 

fanuary  . 

.  .4,408,578 

4,134,245 

5,964,950 

4,638,138 

February  . . . . 

.  .3,922,601 

4.326,269 

5,070,608 

3,741,253 

March  . 

.  .5,258,537 

4,375,033 

6,211,460 

3,818,767 

April  . 

5,407,786 

5,044,998 

4,924,830 

May  . 

.  .6,005,158 

6,285,079 

6,156,449 

1,708,892 

Tune  . 

.  .5,844,052 

5,728,795 

6,436,497 

92,203 

.July  . 

4,023,627 

5,377,495 

259,079 

August  . 

4,331,864 

5,169,402 

321,774 

September  . . 

3,967,600 

4,654,444 

446,883 

October  .... 

6,131,542 

3,926,642 

1,276,257 

Vovember  . . 

5,419,878 

4,091,147 

4,984,384 

December  _ 

5,063,144 

4,269,748 

6,099,451 

Totals  .... 

57,492,522 

69,362,830 

31,210,911 

V 

Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 


The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  &  Coal 
Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  transported 
over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  July  eighth,  the 
corresponding  week  last  year,  the  year  to  date 
and  the  corresponding  period  in  1904: 

Cumber- 


Broad  Top  land 

Week  ending  July  8,  1905.  .  6,076  15,145 

Corresponding  week,  1904..  6,022  21,705 

Total  for  year  1905 . 363,990  464,846 

Corresponding  period,  1904.350,627  660,672 


Total. 

21,220 

26,757 

328,336 

901,299 


Sad  Death  of  Leuerett  L.  Hull. 


A  shock  was  caused  the  coal  community  of 
Chicago  and  the  west  last  Saturday  morning 
through  the  sudden  death  of  Leverett  L.  Hull, 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Hull  &  Co.,  wholesale 
shippers  of  coal  and  coke,  Fisher  building. 
Death  was  the  result  of  heart  disease  and  came 
very  suddenly  at  the  Union  club,  where  Mr. 
Hull  made  his  abode. 

After  spending  the  entire  day  Friday  at  his  of¬ 
fice  and  dining  with  friends  in  the  evening  he 
returned  to  the  club  about  eleven  o’clock  Friday 
night  and  after  chatting  for  some  time  with  person¬ 
al  friends  retired  at  one  o’clock  Saturday  morning, 
asking  that  he  be  called  at  seven  o’clock.  Within 
a  few  minutes  his  friends  heard  a  noise  as  of  the 
shutting  of  the  door,  but  paid  no  attention  to 
it.  Within  a  half  hour  a  friend,  who  lived  on 
the  same  floor,  passing  his  room  noticed  that 
the  door  was  open,  and  saw  him  lying  on  the 
floor.  He  immediately  called  an  attache  of  the 
club  and  it  was  found  that  he  was  dead.  In¬ 
vestigation  by  a  coroner  and  a  post-mortem  ex¬ 
amination  disclosed  that  this  was  a  result  of 
fatty  degeneration  of  the  heart. 

Funeral  Held  At  Clnelnnatl. 

The  funeral  was  held  last  Monday  afternoon  at 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  was  attended  by  a  large 
number  of  intimate  personal  friends  of  the  de¬ 
ceased  and  relatives  of  the  family. 

Although  comparatively  a  young  man,  Mr.  Hull 
had  been  very  successful  in  the  coke  and  coal 
business,  his  company  being  considered  one  of  the 
largest  coke  shippers  in  the  western  markets. 
In  addition,  a  large  volume  of  business  is  trans¬ 
acted  in  all  of  the  leading  bituminous  coals. 

Mr.  Hull  Vas  born  at  Avondale,  Ohio,  a  sub¬ 
urb  of  Cincinnati,  in  1867,  and  was  thirty-eight 
years  old.  His  education  was  completed  at  Yale 
university,  from  which  he  graduated  with  the 
class  of  ’89.  In  1892  he  became  connected  with 
George  H.  Hull  &  Co.,  a  very  old  iron  and  coke 
house  of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  was  assigned 
to  duties  in  connection  with  the  St.  Louis  branch 
of  that  concern.  After  two  years’  service  he 
and  Howard  Tracy,  a  cousin,  who  had  been  the 
vice-president  and  general  manager  of  George  H. 
Hull  &  Co.,  formed  a  partnership  and  succeeded 
to  the  business  under  the  firm  name  of  Hull  & 
Co.,  having  branches  at  St.  Louis  and  Chicago, 


and  doing  a  large  wholesale  coal  and  coke  busi¬ 
ness,  having  withdrawn  from  the  iron  trade  on 
tlie  formation  of  the  firm.  A  year  later,  in  1895, 
the  business  in  Chicago  and  the  northwest  de¬ 
veloped  to  such  proportions  that  it  was  considered 
advisable  to  move  the  headquarters  of  the  firm 
to  Chicago.  This  company  engaged  extensively 
in  the  coke  trade,  giving  particular  attention  to 
the  Pocahontas  and  Connellsville  product,  and 
rapidly  became  one  of  the  leading  factors  in  this 
branch  of  the  business,  being  generally  recognized 
as  such  at  this  time. 

Amply  (Qualified  l-'or  Hueliiesit  Succes8. 

Mr.  Hull  was  amply  qualified  through  educa¬ 
tion  and  instinctive  ability  to  make  a  success  of 
business,  his  father  at  Cincinnati  being  at  one 
time  one  of  the  leading  iron  and  coke  men  in 
that  important  market. 

Mr.  Hull  was  unmarried,  and  was  very  popular 
socially.  He  was  prominent  in  the  social  life 
of  Yale  during  his  student  days,  and  later  he 
held  a  high  position  in  the  social  and  club  life 
of  Cincinnati,  St.  Louis,  Louisville  and  Chicago. 
In  Chicago  he  was  a  member  of  a  number  of 
prominent  clubs,  including  the  Union,  the  Saddle 
and  Cycle,  Chicago  Golf  and  the  Washington 
Park  club,  and  of  the  Chicago  Athletic  Associa¬ 
tion.  In  the  Union  club  he  was  a  director  and 
held  many  important  positions  with  the  other 
social  organizations  with  which  he  was  identified. 

The  only  surviving  member  of  Mr.  Hull’s  im¬ 
mediate  family  is  his  sister,  Mrs.  Wm.  T.  Nichols, 
of  Manchester,  N.  H.,  who  immediately  started 
west  on  receipt  of  the  sad  news. 

In  the  loss  of  Mr.  Hull  the  Chicago  trade 
sustained  a  severe  blow.  His  activity  and  energy, 
together  with  a  progressive  business  policy, 
proved  an  example  and  inspiration  to  others,  ad¬ 
ded  to  which,  his  personal  popularity,  coupled 
with  the  spirit  of  democratic  fellowship,  made 
him  one  of  the  most  popular  factors  in.  the  west¬ 
ern  branch  of  the  coke  and  coal  industry.  His 
relatives  have  received  many  expressions  of  grief 
and  sympathy  on  the  part  of  those  who  were 
associated  with  him  and  who  knew  him  intimately, 
indicating  the  high  place  which  he  filled  and 
the  universal  sorrow  with  which  the  news  of  his 
death  was  received. 


Is  this  Discrimination  in  Coke  Rates? 


A  change  has  been  made  in  the  tariff  on  coke 
shipments  for  smelting  iron  ore  only  by  all  the 
railroads  from  the  Connellsville,  New  River  and 
Pocahontas  fields,  which  results  in  a  reduction 
to  western  consuming  points.  The  rate  to  South 
Chicago,  Chicago  proper  and  Joliet,  which  for¬ 
merly  was  $2.65  per  ton  from  these  coke  fields, 
has  been  reduced  to  $2.35  per  ton.  The  coke 
rate  from  the  same  fields  to  Milwaukee  and 
Mayville  which  formerly  was  $2.75  per  ton  has 
been  reduced  to  $2.55  per  ton.  These  joint  rates 
are  now  in  effect,  having  been  promulgated  on 
July  first.  Foundry  and  other  kinds  of  coke  from 
these  fields  continue  under  the  old  tariff  rates. 

Western  coke  shippers  are  inclined  to  believe 
that  the  new  tariff  on  coke  for  smelting  iron  ore 
only  is  an  attempt  to  discriminate  in  the  rates 
on  this  product  in  favor  of  the  large  steel  and 
iron  companies.  All  the  new  tariffs  are  the 
same  and  make  this  provision :  “These  rates  will 
apply  only  on  coke  for  use  in  blast  furnaces  for 
smelting  iron  from  the  ores.” 

It  is  alleged  that  this  is  discrimination  because 
it  gives  the  large  iron  and  steel  producing  com¬ 
panies  a  lower  rate  than  other  users  of  the 
same  product  can  ol  lain.  It  is  evidently  the  in¬ 
tention  that  this  1-  .ce  should  apply  on  furnace 
coke,  as  this  is  tl.e  product  that  is  used  largely 
for  smelting  iron  ore.  A  purchaser  of  furnace 
coke,  who  intends  to  use  it  for  any  other  purpose 
than  smelting,  under  this  rule,  would  be  obliged 
to  pay  the  full  tariff  rate  which  formerly  pre¬ 
vailed. 

Can  Railroads  Dictate  Use  of  Coke. 

The  question  naturally'  arises:  Can  a  rail¬ 
road  dictate  the  purpose  for  which  any  product 


is  used  from  the  mere  fact  that  by  accident  or 
otherwise  it  hauls  it  over  its  lines?  Coke  men 
and  buyers  of  the  product  are  of  the  opinion  that 
when  a  railroad  attempts  to  dictate  what  pur¬ 
poses  coke  shall  be  used  for  and  makes  a  rate 
based  on  such  use,  shutting  out  consumers  who 
use  the  same  product  for  other  purposes,  it  is  tak¬ 
ing  a  stand  which  is  not  countenanced  by  the 
laws  governing  common  carriers  in  the  United 
States. 

No  definite  action  has  as  yet  been  taken  on 
the  part  of  the  western  coke  interests  to  bring 
this  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  interstate  com¬ 
merce  commission,  but  the  feeling  prevails  that 
the  railroads  have  gone  a  step  too  far  in  their 
present  position  and  that  they  should  either  with¬ 
draw  the  present  rates  on  coke  for  smelting  iron 
ore  or  make  them  uniform,  applying  to  all  fur¬ 
nace  coke  whether  used  for  this  purpose  or  not. 

The  secret  of  the  whole  matter  is  said  to  be, 
according  to  well  posted  coke  men,  that  the  big 
•  steel  corporations  have  been  getting  a  preference 
in  rates  which  other  consi^ees  have  not  ob¬ 
tained.  Owing  to  the  publicity  connected  with 
the  rate  question  recently  the  railroads  to  pro¬ 
tect  themselves  have  published  this  tariff,  thus 
legalizing  special  rates  to  the  steel  interests. 

V 

Coal  rights  under  the  streets  and  alleys  of 
the  town  of  Maroa,  Ill.,  were  recently  granted 
to  James  H.  Parker  and  George  Conover,  trus¬ 
tees,  to  be  utilized  by  a  coal  company  which' 
shortly  will  be  organized.  The  promoters  of 
the  company  are  Peter  Chase  and  P.  H.  Mont¬ 
gomery,  of  Decatur,  and  D.  F.  Mettler  and  T.  C. 
Grady  of  Maroa. 
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Ohio  Coal  Men  Hold  Their  Annual  Convention, 


The  eleventh  annual  convention  of  the  Whole¬ 
sale  and  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of 
Ohio  was  held  at  the  Hotel  Victory,  Put-in-Bay, 
Thursday  and  Friday,  July  sixth  and  seventh, 
and  probably  was  the  most  successful  meeting 
the  organization  has  ever  held.  While  the  at¬ 
tendance  was  only  100,  it  will  be  recalled  that  a 
year  ago  the  total  membership  of  the  association 
was  117,  but  the  report  of  the  secretary.  Ford 
R.  Cate,  showed  that  the  present  membership 
is  more  than  700.  This  is  a  net  gain  of  550  per 
cent  in  membership  in  one  year,  something  here¬ 
tofore  unheard  of  and  unprecedented  in  coal  or¬ 
ganizations. 

The  convention  was  entirely  informal  from  be¬ 
ginning  to  end.  There  were  no  set  speeches,  no 
cut  flowers,  no  axes  to  grind  and  no  wire-pull¬ 
ing,  but  the  best  of  good  feeling  was  present  all 
the  time,  and  the  meeting  was  a  series  of  heart- 
to-heart  talks  among  the  dealers,  with  plenty  of 
time  on  the  outside  to  thoroughly  enjoy  the  de¬ 
lightful  surroundings  of  the  meeting  place.  Many 


of  the  members  of  the  association  took  their 
families  with  them  and  made  the  trip  one  of 
pleasure  as  well  as  of  duty.  While  the  conven¬ 
tion  lasted  only  two  days,  most  of  the  delegates 
spent  four  days  at  Put-in-Bay.  A  large  number 
of  coal  salesmen  and  heads  of  sales  departments 
of  a  number  of  large  producing  coal  companies 
attended  the  meeting,  not  so  much  to  try  to  sell 
the  dealers  coal  as  to  make  and  renew  ac¬ 
quaintances.  From  a  social  standpoint  the  con¬ 
vention  certainly  was  one  of  the  most  pleasant 
and  successful  ever  held  by  any  organization. 
The  Hotel  Victory  and  its  environments  are  a 
delight  at  this  season  of  the  year,  and  the  man¬ 
agement  of  the  hotel  made  extraordinary  efforts 
to  entertain  the  coal  men  and  their  families  with 
special  menus,  band  concerts  and  informal 
dances,  besides  the  usual  amusements  and  enter¬ 
tainment  of  Put-in-Bay. 

Voegele  Is  The  Xew  President. 

In  the  absence  of  Fred  K.  Marshall,  president 
of  the  association,  P.  J.  Briggs,  vice-president, 
presided.  On  account  of  ill  health  Mr.  Marshall, 
through  a  number  of  his  friends,  asked  that  his 
name  be  not  placed  before  the  convention  for  re- 
election.  William  F.  Voegele,  a  member  of  the 
executive  board  and  one  of  the  most  enthusiastic 


and  popular  members  of  the  organization,  was 
unanimously  elected  president.  Mr.  Voegele  is 
a  resident  of  Mansfield.  W.  A.  Gipson,  of  Upper 
Sandusky,  was  re-elected  treasurer;  P.  J.  Briggs, 
vice-president,  and  Ford  R.  Cate,  secretary. 
Roth  of  these  gentlemen  live  in  Columbus.  C. 
B.  Jenkins,  of  Green  Camp,  was  elected  to  fill 
the  vacancy  on  the  executive  board,  caused  by 
the  elevation  of  Mr.  Voegele  to  the  presidency, 
and  in  one  of  the  neatest  speeches  of  the  con¬ 
vention  showed  that  he  is  the  right  man  for  the 
position,  having  had  a  great  deal  of  experience 
in  organizing  local  dealers  into  associations,  and 
also  much  enthusiasm  in  his  work. 

A  special  vote  of  thanks  was  extended  to 
Ford  R.  Cate,  the  secretary,  as  it  appears  that 
the  phenomenal  growth  of  the  association  during 
the  past  year  is  due  mainly  to  his  efforts  and 
enthusiasm  in  building  up  its  mernbership.  Mr. 
Cate  is  now  employed  by  the  association  and  de¬ 
votes  his  entire  time  to  its  work.  Notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  fact  that  Mr.  Cate  has  increased  the 


membership  over  550  per  cent  until  now  it  is 
more  than  700,  he  confidently  exnects  to  add 
more  than  300  new  names  to  his  list  before  the 
year  1905  ends,  and  says  he  may  be  able  to  re¬ 
port  a  membership  of  1,400  at  the  next  conven¬ 
tion.  Mr.  Gipson,  the  treasurer,  in  his  report, 
said  that  while  the  receipts  of  the  organization 
had  greatly  increased,  the  expenses  had  also 
increased,  but  the  results  show  that  the  money 
was  well  spent.  A  small  cash  balance  was 
shown,  but  the  association  now  has  its  own  office 
and  office  furniture  and  a  paid  secretary,  some¬ 
thing  it  never  had  before. 

Coal  and  Grain  Men  Worlt  Together. 

At  a  joint  meeting  of  committees  from  the 
Ohio  Grain  Dealers’  Association  and  the  Whole¬ 
sale  and  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Ohio, 
a  number  of  matters  of  mutual  interest  were  dis¬ 
cussed  and  recommendations  were  made  that  the 
executive  committees  of  both  associations  act 
together  on  questions  concerning  both.  The  grain 
dealers  have  a  strong  organization  and  one  the 
railroads  recognize  and  respect,  and  it  was  a 
stroke  of  good  policy  on  the  part  of  the  coal 
men  to  affiliate  themselves  with  the  grain  deal¬ 
ers  in  the  Ohio  Shippers’  Association. 

A  meeting  place  for  next  year’s  convention  was 


not  selected,  but  inasmuch  as  the  grain  dealers 
will  meet  at  Put-in-Bay  in  1906,  it  is  likely  that 
the  executive  board  will  again  call  the  coal  men 
to  meet  at  the  same  place. 

Xotes  ol  the  I'ut-lii-Hay  Meeting. 

W.  A.  Gipson,  Upper  Sandusky,  has  attended 
more  Ohio  conventions  than  any  other  man  in 
the  association. 

Free  telephone  service  for  the  delegates  was 
provided  to  all  points  reached  from  Put-in-Bay 
by  the  independent  telephone  company. 

Elmer  Miller,  vice-president  of  the  Powhatan 
Coal  Co.,  and  George  W.  Sweeney,  his  right- 
hand  man.  soon  had  everybody  in  t'ne  convention 
wearing  “Powhatan”  buttons. 

Through  an  oversight,  badges  were  given  out 
rather  indiscriminately,  and  as  a  result  many 
members  did  not  register  and  no  record  of  their 
attendance  can  be  made. 

C.  L.  Heck,  of  the  Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  took 
advantage  of  the  convention  to  let  Mrs.  Heck 
and  their  son,  Robert,  have  a  week’s  outing  on 
the  lakes.  It  is  a  fact  that  no  one  has  more 
friends  than  “Clem”  Heck. 

S.  E.  DeWolf,  of  Marion,  although  too  ill  to 
be  present  the  first  day,  came  in  on  time  for  the 
second  day’s  proceedings.  To  many  of  the  older 
members  it  would  not*  be  an  Ohio  Coal  Dealers’ 
convention  without  Mr.  DeWolf. 

J.  T.  Mathews,  of  Marion,  gave  an  instructive 
talk  on  “The  Cash  System,”  telling  the  members 
that  it  works  perfectly  in  his  town,  and  as  far  as 
he  knows  in  every  one  of  the  twenty-five  towns 
in  Ohio  that  have  adopted  it  during  the  past 
year. 

J.  S.  Van  Epps,  Cleveland,  could  not  be  pres¬ 
ent  at  the  convention,  but  sent  an  interesting 
letter  to  the  secretary,  saying  that  Ohio  is  the 
mother  of  all  the  western  coal  dealers’  associa¬ 
tions,  and  called  attention  to  the  work  done  for 
the  organization  in  former  years  by  S.  J.  Pat¬ 
terson.  I 

George  T.  Calvert,  Detroit.  Mich.,  one  of  the 
most  enthusiastic  members  of  the  Michigan  and 
Indiana  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  was  an  inter¬ 
ested  participant  in  the  convention.  He  made 
a  good  informal  address  to  the  members  and 
made  many  new  friends.  He  was  accompanied 
by  his  wife. 

O.  P.  Curran  Tr.,  president,  and  Robert  S. 
Magee,  manager  of  sales  of  the  Economy  Fuel 
Co..  Cincinnati,  presented  the  dealers  at  the  con¬ 
vention  with  a  very  neat  and  expensive  souvenir 
in  the  form  of  a  leather  card  case.  Mr.  Curran 
was  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  child  and  re¬ 
mained  over  at  Put-in-Bay  for  several  days  for 
a  short  vacation  outing. 

It  is  needless  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  Wholesale  and  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Ohio  never  before  had  as  bright  pros¬ 
pects  as  it  has  at  present.  With  its  phenomenal 
increase  in  membership  it  now  has  a  set  of  of¬ 
ficials  who  are  not  only  enthusiastic  for  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  the  association,  but  are  all  intimate 
friends  of  each  other  and  the  heartiest  coopera¬ 
tion  can  be  expected  from  them. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Forbush  were  ubiquitous.  They 
seemed  to  be  a  reception  committee  for  the  con¬ 
vention  and  made  everybody  have  a  good  time. 
If  the  ball  had  lasted  twelve  hours  there  would 
not  have  been  dances  enough  for  Mrs.  Forbush 
to  give  one  to  each  gentleman  who  asked  her  to 
dance.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Forbush  will  spend  some 
time  in  the  north  before  returning  to  their  home 
at  The  Algonquin  in  Dayton.  Mr. 'Forbush  is 
with  Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks,  of  Detroit. 

C.  W.  Poysell,  manager  of  wholesale  sales  for 
the  Marmet  Coal  Co.,  Cincinnati,  might  well 
be  called  the  chorus  leader  of  the  convention. 
Mr.  Poysell,  R.  S.  Magee  and  C.  L.  Heck  intro¬ 
duced  a  special  adaptation  of  “The  Crow  Song,” 
which,  while  impossible  of  reproduction  in  print, 
became  the  song  of  the  convention.  It  was  given 
everywhere  with  great  enthusiasm — in  the  con¬ 
vention  halls,  the  great  dining  room,  lobbies,  and 


30 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


[July  15 


Presentation  to  Harry  H.  PJiodes. 


even  by  the  hotel  band  and  orchestra.  It  was 
tlie  musical  bit  of  the  convention. 

M.  A.  Hanna  &  Co„  Cleveland,  endeared  them¬ 
selves  to  the  members  of  the  convention  by  the 
many  courtesies  they  c.xtended.  On  the  evening 
of  July  sixth  the  representatives  of  this  com¬ 
pany  arranged  with  the  management  of  the 
TIotel  Victory  to  serve  champapne  punch  and  a 
dainty  light  lunch  to  all  the  delegates  and  their 
friends  on  the  verandas  and  lawn  during  the 
evening  band  concert.  This  company  had  ex¬ 
tensive  headquarters  on  the  parlor  floor  of  the 
hotel,  and  made  it  very  pleasant  for  all  callers. 
A  box  of  cigars  was  always  in  evidence,  and  an 
expensive  leather  coin  purse  was  presented  to 
all  delegates  as  a  souvenir.  O.  P.  Rank  and 
Joseph  Mitcheltree  properly  maintained  the  high 
standing  of  M.  A.  Manna  &  Co. 

Tlie  special  menu  for  the  evening  dinner  July 
sixth  made  a  hit  with  everybody.  It  was  nicely 
printed,  with  a  special  design  cover,  illustrating 
an  old  farmer  as  a  grain  man  and  a  very  fat  man 
with  a  cart  of  coal  as  the  coal  man.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  is  a  part  of  the  menu :  “Voegele  Sand¬ 
wich  ;  Chicken  a  la  Marshall ;  Consomme,  Percy 
Briggs ;  Celery  from  Robinson’s  ranch ;  Pearl 
Onions  from  Kirwan’s  farm ;  Red  Snapper, 
hooked  by  Giarlie  Grandie;  Cucumbers,  very 
chilly,  a  la  Billy  Reed;  Roiled  Calf  Tongue, 
M’Kensie  Sauce;  June  Peas,  three-quarter 
screen ;  Roast  Prime  Ribs  of  Reef,  Massillon  dis¬ 
trict  ;  Steamed  lump  New  Potatoes ;  Potatoes, 
stoker  size;  Roast  Young  Turkey,  stuffed. 
Cranberries  fno  cancellation  after  shipment)  ; 
Cauliflower,  Hocking  district ;  Tingley’s  Sweet 
Corn,  hot  or  otherwise;  Billy  Hamilton  Fruit 
Punch  (Don’t  overship  order)  ;  Braised  Ox 
Joints,  a  la  Jardinierre,  no  scalpers’  orders  ac¬ 
cepted  ;  Veal  Sweetbreads,  in  box  cars,”  etc. 

V 

Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

Reported  by  W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  ship  and 
steamship  brokers.  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York:  There  is  still  a  great  scarcity  of  tonnage 
available  for  coals  to  Cuban,  Mexican  and  West 
Indian  ports,  and  the  majority  of  the  available 
boats  are  being  applied  to  old  contracts.  Nor- 
folk-Curacao  shippers  were  very  anxious  for  a 
prompt  boat,  but  were  unable  to  secure  one,  and 
were  obliged  to  accept  a  guarantee  of  steamer  to 
take  3,000  to  4,000  tons,  last  half  July  loading, 
at  or  about  $1.25  and  port  charges.  The  recent¬ 
ly  reported  charter  of  the  steamer  Newlands, 
about  4, .500  tons  coal  capacity,  at  $1.35  from  Bal¬ 
timore  to  Vera  Cruz,  has  no  bearing  on  the 
present  market,  as  this  fixture  was  made  at  least 
a  month  ago. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  far  east  and  Medit¬ 
erranean  situation,  and  the  only  recent  charter 
for  South  America  was  the  fixture  of  steamer 
Cunaxa,  about  4,000  tons  coal  capacity,  Balti¬ 
more  to  Buenos  Ayres,  at  9s  6d. 

We  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as  follows : 
$1.25(?^1.30  to  Havana  or  Matanzas ;  $1.85@1.95 
to  Cardenas  or  Sagua;  $1.60  to  Cienfuegos ; 
$1.60(0)1.65  to  Daiquiri;  $1.35(«)1.45  to  Port  of 
Spain,  Trinidad;  $1.55@1.60  to  St.  Thomas;  $1.60 
(§1.65  to  St.  Lucia;  $1.60  to  Barbados;  $1.35@ 
1.40  to  Kingston ;  $1.45  to  Colon ;  $1.80^1.90  to 
Demarara ;  $1.25  and  port  charges  to  Curacao ; 
$1.75(0)1.80  to  Bermuda;  $1.40(§1.45  to  Vera 
Cruz;  $1.45(§1,50  to  Tampico;  9s  6d  to  Buenos 
Ayres;  10s  6d  to  Rosario;  11s  to  Santos;  10s 
to  Rio;  $4.00  and  discharged  to  Manila; 

10s  to  a  direct  port  in  the  Mediterranean  not 
east  of  the  west  coast  of  Italy,  Spain  excluded. 

V 

Frank  E.  Lukens,  secretary  of  the  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  Mo- 
nadnock  building,  Chicago,  is  spending  a  brief 
vacation  at  Diamond  lake  in  northern  Michigan, 
but  will  return  to  the  city  the  early  part  of  the 
coming  week. 

V 

O.  T.  Clem  and  William  Harkes,  of  Coal  BluflF, 
Ind.,  have  purchased  320  acres  of  coal  land  just 
north  of  that  point  and  will  begin  active  devel¬ 
opment  work  immediately,  sinking  a  shaft  and 
equipping  the  mine  with  modern  machinery. 


Harry  H.  Rhodes,  for  fifteen  years  identified 
with  the  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  railroad, 
but  now  general  manager  of  sales  of  the  Con¬ 
solidated  Indiana  Coal  Co.,  this  week  was  pre- 
.'cnted  with  a  handsome  solid  set  of  silver  by  his 
former  business  associates.  The  presentation  oc¬ 
curred  Tuesday  morning  in  the  office  of  W.  H. 
Richardson,  general  passenger  agent  of  the  Chi¬ 
cago  &  Eastern  Illinois  railroad,  in  the  La  Salle 
street  station.  It  was  a  complete  surprise  to 
Mr.  Rhodes  in  every  sense.  Not  an  intimation 
of  what  was  to  occur  was  carried  to  him  until 
he  arrived  in  the  office  of  Mr.  Richardson.  This 
surprise  was  made  complete  through  the  diplomacy 
of  officials  of  the  railroad.  Tuesday  morning  Mr. 
Rhodes  was  called  up  at  his  office  by  D.  R.  Pat¬ 
terson,  coal  operators’  agent,  and  asked  to  at¬ 
tend  a  meeting  of  coal  men  at  eleven  o’clock. 
He  was  told  that  coal  matters  of  great  impor¬ 
tance  were  to  be  considered  and  that  it  was  ab¬ 
solutely  essential  to  his  own  interests  and  those 
of  the  company  he  represented  that  he  should  be 
present.  Mr.  Rhodes  was  so  thoroughly  imbued 
with  the  idea  that  coal  matters  only  were  to  be 
considered  that  he  prepared  a  complete  statement 
of  the  coal  belonging  to  the  company  en  route,  on 
track  at  Chicago  and  on  track  at  the  mines,  with 
the  idea  that  he  might  be  called  upon  to  furnish 
this  data.  It  is  unnecessary  to  add  that  it  may 
be  required  for  a  future  occasion,  but  that  it  was 
not  needed  on  Tuesday. 

Presentation  Speech  By  W.  J.  Jackson. 

In  the  office  of  Mr.  Richardson,  General  Su¬ 
perintendent  W.  J.  Jackson,  of  the  Chicago  & 
Eastern  Illinois  road,  made  the  presentation 
speech.  Mr.  Jackson  spoke  of  the  long  connection 
of  Mr.  Rhodes  with  the  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illi¬ 
nois  railroad,  saying  that  he  had  established  him¬ 
self  in  the  hearts  of  the  officers  of  the  company 
and  that  they  felt  very  keenly  their  loss  by 
reason  of  his  leaving  the  service,  but  were  glad 
that  he  had  improved  his  condition  financially  and 
otherwise.  Mr.  Jackson  referred  to  his  personal 
relations  with  Mr.  Rhodes  and  said  that  the 
friendship  he  had  formed  with  him  had  been  a 
source  of  much  pleasure,  due  to  his  uniform 
temperament  and  genial  affability.  In  his  new 
position  he  said  that  every  official  of  the  railroad 
wished  him  all  possible  success.  To  more  fully 
express  the  regard  and  esteem  in  which  he  was 
held,  Mr.  Jackson  said  it  was  his  pleasure  to 
present,  in  the  name  of  the  officers  of  the  Chicago 
&  Eastern  Illinois,  a  case  of  silverware  to  Mr. 
Rhodes.  This  was  done  that  he  might  have  some¬ 
thing  substantial  to  remind  him  constantly  of  the 
regard  in  which  he  was  held  by  his  former  asso¬ 
ciates.  In  deciding  upon  this  gift  it  was  done 
with  the  hope  that  Mrs.  Rhodes  might  also  enjoy 
it  with  him. 

The  silver  set  presented  to  Mr.  Rhodes  is  of 
solid  silver,  the  spoons,  ladles  and  principal 
dishes  being  lined  with  gold.  It  includes  knives, 
forks,  spoons,  sugar  tongs,  berry  and  other  spoons 
and  a  complete  salad  set.  The  chest  in  which  it 
is  contained  is  made  of  solid  quarter-sawed  oak. 
Each  article  is  engraved  with  the  initial  “R,” 
and  on  the  top  of  the  case  is  the  inscription : 
“To  H.  H.  Rhodes,  with  the  compliments  of  the 
officers  of  the  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  R.  R. 
Co.,  July,  1905.”  This  set  was  especially  made 
by  a  prominent  firm  in  Chicago  at  the  order  of 
officials  of  the  railroad. 

Reply  By  Mr.  Itliodes. 

In  replying  to  the  presentation  speech  Mr. 
Rhodes  made  a  happy  address,  which  showed  his 
keen  appreciation  of  the  gift  and  of  the  friend¬ 
ship  of  his  former  associates.  He  said  he  felt 
so  closely  allied  and  expected  to  have  so  much 
business  in  the  future  with  the  Chicago  &  East¬ 
ern  Illinois  railroad,  he  still  believed  he  could 
be  considered  a  member  of  one  of  the  families 
of  this  great  railroad  group.  Referring  to  his 
personal  feelings,  he  said  that  this  presentation 
meant  to  him  that  the  fifteen  years  spent  in  the 
Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  service  had  not  been 
lost,  since  the  friendship  of  his  co-workers  was 
of  such  a  character  it  constituted  a  reward  in 
itself.  He  said  that  he  appreciated  the  regard  and 
esteem  so  ably  expressed  by  Mr.  Jackson  and  that 
a  large  part  of  his  success,  if  he  had  met  with 
any,  was  due  to  the  generous  cooperation  and 


able  assistance  of  those  with  whom  he  had  been 
associated.  It  was  with  the  greatest  of  pleasure 
that  he  accepted  this  evidence  of  their  friend¬ 
ship  and  said  that  it  would  be  a  reminder  not 
only  to  him  but  to  the  generations  to  come,  for 
it  was  something  that  not  only  he  could  use  but 
his  family  could  share  and  could  be  handed 
down  to  the  members  of  his  family  for  future 
generations.  The  engraved  tablet  on  the  silver 
chest,  he  said,  would  always  remind  him  of  the 
many  pleasant  years  among  the  people  of  the 
Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  railroad.  In  closing 
he  thanked  the  officers  of  the  railroad  most  heart¬ 
ily  and  sincerely  for  their  gift,  for  himself  and 
also  for  Mrs.  Rhodes,  who  would  be  especially 
delighted  with  it  and  enjoy  the  use  of  it. 

Otlier  Speeches  Of  The  Occasion. 

J.  S.  Ford,  secretary  and  auditor  of  the  rail¬ 
road,  was  then  called  upon  and  said  that  com¬ 
paratively  he  was  one  of  the  new  officers  of  the 
company,  but  wished  to  express  his  appreciation 
of  Mr.  Rhodes,  particularly  for  his  cooperation, 
since  he  was  always  willing  to  extend  the  help¬ 
ing  hand  of  good  fellowship  to  any  one  in 
trouble  and  help  him  out  of  it.  He  referred  to 
the  long  term  of  service  of  Mr.  Rhodes  and  ex¬ 
pressed  the  belief  that  he  had  been  one  of  the 
most  loyal  officials  in  the  service  of  the  com¬ 
pany. 

W.  G.  Haskell,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  a  per¬ 
sonal  friend  of  Mr.  Rhodes,  was  called  upon  and 
said  that  while  he  had  been  giving  some  business 
to  the  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  he  was  going 
to  give  Mr.  Rhodes  and  the  Consolidated  In¬ 
diana  Coal  Co.  a  whole  lot  more.  If  the  railroad 
could  only  get  the  product  to  him  there  would  be 
no  excuse  for  complaining  of  a  lack  of  orders 
on  his  part. 

Vice-President  Carl  Scholz,  of  the  Consolidated 
Indiana  Coal  Co.,  was  also  called  upon  and  said 
that  the  presentation  to  Mr.  Rhodes  was  very 
greatly  appreciated  by  him  as  indicating  the 
friendship  of  the  officers  of  the  railroad  for  their 
former  associate,  a  condition  which  one  did  not 
often  find  among  those  intimately  associated  to¬ 
gether  in  a  business  enterprise.  He  said  that  he 
felt,  in  taking  Mr.  Rhodes  to  the  coal  company, 
while  it  was  a  loss  to  the  railroad,  it  was  a  dis¬ 
tinct  gain  to  the  Consolidated  Indiana  Coal  Co. 
He  expressed  the  belief  that  in  the  selection  of 
him  the  coal  company  had  made  a  good  choice 
for  the  important  position  which  Mr.  Rhodes 
■fills. 

The  presentation  was  made  in  the  name  of  all 
the  officers  of  the  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois 
railroad,  although  some  few  of  them  could  not 
be  present  and  participate  in  the  formalities. 

V 

Field  Worker  in  Iowa. 

Secretary  R.  E.  Harris,  of  the  Coal  Dealers’ 
.Association  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska,  announces 
the  appointment  of  W.  F.  Callender  as  field 
worker  in  the  state  of  Iowa.  Mr.  Callender  is 
a  coal  salesman  of  many  years’  standing  and 
has  already  assumed  his  new  duties.  He  will 
call  upon  the  dealers  in  the  state  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  interesting  them  in  the  association  and 
to  take  up  matters  of  common  importance  to 
the  retail  trade.  By  this  plan  it  is  expected 
largely  to  increase  the  membership  in  Iowa.  .As 
a  result  of  this  appointment.  Secretary  R.  E. 
Harris,  who  has  fulfilled  the  duties  of  his  office 
and  also  actively  engaged  in  securing  new  mem¬ 
bers,  will  have  more  time  to  devote  to  the 
former.  In  addition,  he  will  also  be  able  to  call 
upon  a  larger  number  of  the  coal  dealers  located 
in  Nebraska  and.  when  his  duties  will  permit, 
will  devote  his  time  to  field  work  in  that  state. 

Several  hundred  miners  in  Michigan  are  out 
on  strike  and  a  very  serious  labor  condition  con¬ 
fronts  the  operators  of  that  state.  The  River¬ 
side  mine  officers  at  Saginaw  recently  hired  a 
man  to  superintend  the  screening  of  coal  and 
forty-three  out  of  fifty-nine  cars  of  coal  were 
rejected  by  him  as  not  properly  screened,  where¬ 
upon  the  miners  objected  and  went  on  strike, 
claiming  the  additional  inspection  was  contrary 
to  their  scale  arrangements. 
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Boiler  Tests  and  Fuel  Economy. 

(Written  by  Dr.  R.  S.  Moss.) 


The  importance  of  this  subject  is  self-evident 
to  all  who  have  to  purchase  fuel  for  large  power 
plants.  The  old  haphazard  method  of  price  only 
is  not  now  the  only  factor  to  be  considered. 
Quality  and  preparation  count  for  something, 
whilst  cost  of  evaporating  1,000  pounds  of  water 
from  and  at  212  degrees  Fahr.  is  taken  as 
a  basis  of  comparative  value  by  all  those  hav¬ 
ing  the  best  interests  of  their  employers  in  mind. 

The  purchasing  agent  who  does  not  know  what 
it  costs  him  to  evaporate  1,000  pounds  of  water, 
and  is  ignorant  regarding  the  efficiency  of  his 
power  plant,  can  hardly  be  considered  a  fit  and 
proper  person  for  such  a  position,  because  he 
really  has  no  means  of  safe-guarding  his  em¬ 
ployer’s  interests,  and  may,  for  anything  he 
knows  to  the  contrary,  be  wasting  thousands 
of  dollars  on  fuel  account.  If  this  exists  in  one 
direction  it  may  be  judged  as  likely  to  exist  in 
another. 

We  find,  however,  a  number  of  buyers  in  the 
old  rut.  The  reason  for  this  is  not  due  in  every 
case  to  incompetence,  neither  is  it  due  to  a 
failure  to  grasp  the  importance  of  fuel  economy, 
but  rather  to  the  conflicting  and  bewildering 
reports  given  out  regarding  the  comparative 
values  of  different  coals,  or  perhaps  we  should 
say  to  the  various  products  offered  by  different 
concerns;  and  therefore  rather  than  attempt  to 
prove  the  different  statements,  and  also  in  fear 
of  disturbing  known  and  apparently  satisfactory 
conditions  in  the  boiler  room,  they  feel  it  best 
to  leave  well  enough  alone.  Yet,  \yho  can  say 
they  do  not  miss  a  grand  opportunity  to  make 
an  improved  showing  in  their  department.  On 
the  other  hand  I  have  been  told  time  and  again 
by  those  who  regularly  have  tests  made,  that 
the  average  coal  salesman  knows  practically 
nothing  about  comparative  values,  and  when  he 
represents  that  his  coal  will  do  so  and  so,  and 
is  asked  to  guarantee  his  claims,  in  nine  cases 
out  of  ten  he  will  refuse,  and  strange  to  say 
in  some  cases  the  requirements  could  be  easily 
met.  This  is  no  doubt  due  to  a  lack  of  knowl¬ 
edge  of  this  subject. 

Some  time  ago  the  purchasing  agent  for  one 
of  the  large  power  plants  in  this  city  received 
a  letter  from  a  coal  company  written  by  its 
manager,  in  which  he  stated  that  his  coal  was 
the  best,  cheapest  and  most  economical  fuel  in 
the  West;  he  could  guarantee  seventy  degrees 
efficiency.  That  very  sentence  convinced  the 
buyer  that  this  coal  man  did  not  understand 
fuel;  however,  feeling  that  the  writer  might 
have  a  good  coal  and  yet  not  know  how  to 
describe  it,  he  asked  him  to  guarantee  nine 
pounds  evaporation,  or  seventy  per  cent,  effi¬ 
ciency.  This  was  too  much  for  the  coal  man 
and  he  had  sense  enough  to  withdraw  when  he 
got  to  matters  he  did  not  understand.  These 
remarks  are  only  made  to  bring  out  the  fact  that 
some  coal  men  as  well  as  purchasing  agents 
might  yet  learn  something  more  about  fuel.  For 
this  and  other  reasons  the  writer  hopes  these 
articles  may  prove  valuable  to  both  buyer  and 
seller. 

Interests  of  Buyer  and  Seller  Mutual. 

En  passant  let  me  state  that  the  theoretical 
heat  units  or  in  other  words  the  total  heat  units 
present  in  a  number  of  different  coals  is  no 
criterion  to  their  comparative  evaporative  value 
in  practice,  and  because  you  have  a  coal  which 
shows,  say  12,000  heat  units  per  pound,  and  you 
know  another  coal  which  shows  say  only  11,000 
heat  units  per  pound  and  evaporates  at  some  cer¬ 
tain  plant  a  given  number  of  pounds  of  water 
per  pound  of  coal  do  not  be  led  away  with 
the  idea  that  your  coal  will  evaporate  a 
proportionately  increased  amount  of  water  per 
pound  of  fuel,  because  this  does  not  follow  in 
boiler  tests.  We  admit  it  ought  to  follow  as  a 
matter  of  course,  but  then  theory  and  practice 
do  not  always  agree.  There  is  a  reason  for  it, 
and  it  is  your  duty  to  find  out  why  this  is  not  so ; 
if  you  are  posted  on  practical  firing  and  possess 
a  fairly  good  knowledge  of  combustion,  it  may 
be  possible  for  you  to  get  the  increased  efficiency 
due  to  the  increased  heat  units  in  your  coal. 

The  interests  of  the  buyer  and  seller  of  coal 
should  be  mutual.  Where  a. test  is  involved,  the 
purchaser  desires  to  know  what  it  costs  to 


evaporate  1,000  pounds  of  water  and  the  seller 
has  a  right  to  know  that  the  test  is  made  under 
conditions  best  suited  to  his  coal  as  far  as 
existing  circumstances  at .  the  plant  will  allow, 
hence  before  submitting  coai  for  practical  test, 
the  coal  man  should  acquaint  himself  with  con¬ 
ditions  he  will  have  to  meet,  and  if  after  care¬ 
fully  examining  the  same  he  finds  them  suited  to 
his  grade  of  coal,  why  go  ahead.  Personally 
I  have  found  that  the  plants  run  most  economi¬ 
cally  were  in  charge  of  broad  minded  and  in¬ 
telligent  men  who  are  not  afraid  of  working 
hand  in  hand  with  whoever  represented  the  sell¬ 
ing  side.  A  man  who  understands  his  business 
generally  is  intelligent  enough  to  know  that 
valuable  suggestions  may  be  given  regarding  the 
coal  under  test,  by  those  representing  its  in¬ 
terests  from  the  selling  side,  and  further,  if  the 
latter  is  fully  acquainted  with  his  subject,  he 
will  find  the  engineer  ready  and  willing  to  point 
out  any  peculiarities  regarding  the  plant  under 
his  charge,  hence  a  mutual  feeling  of  trust  and 
good  will  is  soon  established,  and  if,  during  the 
test,  it  develops  that  some  improvements  might 
be  made,  and  that  better  results  are  possible,  the 
engineer  is  oply  too  glad  to  have  another  test 
made,  under  different  conditions,  providing,  of 
course,  they  are  practical,  and  therefore  give 
one,  as  the  saying  goes,  every  chance.  It  is  only 
the  ignorant,  narrow  minded  man,  who  looks 
with  distrust  upon  an  outsider’s  presence  dur¬ 
ing  a  test,  and  such  I  need  not  say  are  generally 
incompetent  because  the  intelligent  engineer 
takes  pride  in  operating  his  plant  more  efficiently, 
and  if  anyone  can  show  him  how  this  can  be 
done  he  is  only  too  glad  to  know  it.  Person¬ 
ally  I  have  nothing  but  contempt  for  sneaking, 
underhand  methods,  and  whatever  tests  are 
conducted  prohibiting  the  presence  of  some  rep¬ 
resentative  of  the  person  whose  coal  is  being 
tested,  the  results  might  well  be  looked  upon 
with  distrust,  suggesting  the  possibility  of  the 
engineer  having  been  fixed  by  some  dishonorable 
coal  concern,  who  buys  its  business,  thus  mak¬ 
ing  the  engineer  a  party  to  rob  the  concern  he 
is  trusted  to  protect. 

Bengtli  of  Practical  Boiler  Test. 

A  practical  boiler  test  is  generally  conducted 
for  a  continuous  period  of  eight  hours.  As  a 
rule  it  is  not  necessary  to  start  a  wood  fire,  first 
drawing  fires ;  but  carefully  not  the  amount  of 
coal  on  the  grate,  start  and  stop  the  test  un¬ 
der  the  same  conditions.  When  the  test  is 
started  the  height  of  water  in  the  gauge,  also 
steam  pressure  are  carefully  noted,  all  ashes  are 
removed  from  the  ashpit,  the  coal  and  water  used 
are  weighed  and  during  the  run  readings  are  gen¬ 
erally  taken  every  fifteen  minutes  —  the  tem¬ 
perature  of  feed  water,  steam  pressure,  draft 
gauge,  temperature  of  boiler  room,  outside  tem¬ 
perature,  temperature  of  stack  gases,  and  if  bar¬ 
rels  or  tanks  are  used  for  water,  the  time  each 
barrel  or  tank  of  water  is  pumped  into  the 
boiler,  taking  care  to  feed  the  water  as  regu¬ 
larly  as  possible,  so  as  to  maintain  the  height 
of  water  in  the  boiler  as  nearly  equal  to  the 
amount  present  when  the  test  was  commenced; 
also  it  is  advisable  to  note  the  rate  of 
fuel  consumption,  so  that  any  irregularity, 
if  not  due  To  very  evident  reasons  can 
be  inquired  into.  Further  it  is  advisable  to  note 
the  methods  of  firing  as  well  as  the  air  supply; 
also  examine  the  ash  to  see  if  coke  or  coal  is 
passing  into  the  ashpit  in  undue  quantity.  After 
all  this  data  has  been  collected,  the  test  having 
been  stopped  under  the  same  conditions  as 
started,  with  the  same  amount  of  coal  on  the 
grate,  same  height  of  water  in  the  boiler,  etc'., 
the  ash  is  carefully  weighed  and  from  this 
data  one  can  readily  calculate  the  actual 
evaporation  in  pounds  of  water  per 
pound  of  coal,  percentage  of  ash,  etc.  Cut 
as  the  temperature  of  the  steam  varies  with  the 
pressure,  and  as  the  temperature  of  the  feed 
water  varies,  corrections  are  made  to  bring  the 
result  to  pounds  of  water,  evaporated  from  and 
at  212  degrees  Fahr.,  then  knowing  the  price 
of  the  coal  it  is  very  easy  to  determine  the  cost 
of  evaporating  1,000  pounds  of  water. 

Let  us  assume  we  have  been  using  a  coal  at 
say  $1.80  per  ton,  from  which  we  evaporated  say 


eight  pounds  of  water  per  pound  of  coal,  from 
and  at  212  degrees  Fahr.,  and  suppose  we 
were  offered  a  coal  at  $1.60  per  ton,  what  ought 
that  to  evaporate  to  equal  our  $1.80  coal,  other 
things  as  regards  clinkers,  ash,  etc.,  being  about 
equal?  A  simple  calculation  will  show  this  lat¬ 
ter  coal  equal  to  the  first  if  it  evaporates  ■  II 
pounds  of  water,  from  and  at  212  degrees 
Fahr.  per  pound  of  coal,  hence  what  more 
natural  for  a  purchasing  agent  to  ask  that  a  coal 
at  such  a  price  should,  to  make  it  worth  while, 
evaporate  say  7.25  pounds  of  water.  1  have  in 
mind  a  case  that  came  under  my  notice  where  a 
coal  was  in  use  evaporating  7.8  pounds  of  water 
per  pound  of  coal  (to  avoid  repetition  let  it 
be  understood  from  now  on  that  when  I  speak 
of  pounds  of  water  evaporated,  I  mean  in  all 
cases  from  and  at  212  degrees  Fahr.)  ;  the 
contract  was  about  to  expire  and  every  coal  sales¬ 
man  had  a  coal  so  he  represented,  as  superior 
in  all  respects  to  the  one  in  use.  One  salesman 
who  was  particularly  aggressive,  cooled  down 
considerably  when  asked  to  guarantee  an  evapor¬ 
ation  of  eight  pounds  of  water  per  pound  of 
coal  at  the  same  price  they  paid  for  the  coal 
under  expiring  contract.  The  result  was  the 
contract  was  renewed  by  the  old  parties,  but 
having  occasion  to  buy  some  outside  coal,  sev¬ 
eral  cars  were  obtained  from  this  latter  company, 
which,  on  being  tested,  evaporated  8.2  pounds  of 
water  per  pound  of  coal.  In  another  case  in 
which  a  salesman  made  so  many  assertions  that 
his  coal  was  superior  to  the  one  in  use,  he  was 
not  afraid  to  guarantee  a  saving,  because  his 
coal  was  ten  cents  a  ton  cheaper  and  he  knew 
it  would  evaporate  more  water,  he  was  startled 
to  find  on  testing  it  that  it  was  only  equal  to  the 
so-called  inferior  coal  at  twenty-five  cents  per 
ton  less. 

AVliat  Practical  Testa  Sliow. 

Another  case  where  a  salesagent  lost  a  good 
piece  of  business,  due  to  the  cleverness  of  the 
purchasing  agent  and  the  ignorance  of  the  sales¬ 
agent  was  as  follows :  The  purchasing  agent 
says,  “It  costs  us  so  much  to  evaporate  1,000 
pounds  of  water.  You  say  your  coal  contains  so 
many  heat  units  per  pound.  Will  you  guarantee 
sixty-eight  per  cent,  efficiency,  or  guarantee  a 
saving  per  1,000  pounds  of  water  evaporated?’’ 
The  salesagent  was  afraid  to  guarantee  any¬ 
thing,  but  the  incongruous  part  of  this  offer  was 
that  (figured  out)  sixty-eight  per  cent  efficiency 
was  equal  to  a  saving  of  forty-one  cents  per 
ton,  while  fifty-six  per  cent  efficiency  would 
show  a  saving  of  0.72  cent  per  1,000  pounds  of 
water,  and  if  such  an  offer  had  been  made  it 
would  have  been  accepted.  As  a  general  rule, 
however,  guarantees  are  not  to  be  advised,  be¬ 
cause  conditions  may  not  be  favorable.  Careless 
firing,  dirty  tubes,  scale,  irregular  and  incom¬ 
plete  combustion  all  tend  to  reduce  efficiency,  con¬ 
ditions  over  which  the  seller  has  no  control.  If 
your  coal  contains,  say  12,000  heat  units  per 
pound  and  the  user  only  obtains  fifty  per  cent 
efficiency,  it  is  rather  up  to  the  user  to  find  out 
why  he  does  not  get  belter  results,  providing  the 
size  and  preparation  of  coal  is  suitable.  Of 
course  if  the  salesagent  is  a  practical  coal  man 
in  every  respect,  he  can  aid  very  materially  in 
locating  the  loss,  and  hence  in  many  instances 
would  be  a  source  of  great  and  lasting  benefit  to 
the  consumer. 

Discussion  of  Ilancl-FlrlnK. 

In  hand  firing  there  are  three  well  known 
systems  in  vogue,  one  of  which  may  be  particu¬ 
larly  applicable  in  preference  to  the  other: 

First — We  have  the  spreading  system  in 
which  the  coal  is  evenly  spread  over  all  the 
grate. 

Second — We  have  the  corking  system  in  which 
the  coal  is  fired  on  the  front  plate  and  allowed 
to  remain  there,  until  the  volatile  matter  has 
passed  off  and  the  coal  converted  into  coke, 
which  is  then  pushed  back  and  fresh  coal  fired. 
This  is  only  applicable,  as  its  name  implies,  to  a 
corking  coal.  Its  advantage  lies  in  the  fact  that 
duff  can  be  fired  without  loss  through  the  grate 
bars :  also  as  the  volatile  combustible  matter 
passes  over  the  heated  coke  its  temperature  is 
raised  sufficiently  high  for  efficient  combustion, 
providing  tlie  proper  supply  of  air  is  present, 
which,  of  course,  is  essential  in  any  system  or 
method  of  firing. 

Third — The  alternate  system,  which,  as  its 
name  implies,  means  that  one  side  and  then 
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the  other  side  of  the  grate  is  fired  alternately, 
for  the  same  reason  as  the  corking  system,  to 
allow  the  volatile  matter  from  the  freshly  fired 
coal  to  pass  over  the  side  of  the  grate  not  fired, 
thus  being  heated  to  a  sufficiently  high  tem¬ 
perature  for  good  combustion.  It  would  be  un¬ 
wise  to  lay  down  any  hard  and  fast  rule  to  ap¬ 
ply  in  ail  cases.  The  coals  and  conditions  met 
with  must  be  studied.  The  object  to  be  aimed 
at  is  the  highest  efficiency,  and  this  never  can 
be  secured  unless  the  coal  is  supplied  with  a 
proper  amount  of  air,  no  matter  how  careful  the 
fireman  may  be.  Air  is  just  as  essential  as  coal. 
The  better  and  more  even  the  mixture  of  air 
and  gas  the  better  and  more  complete  will  be  the 


combustion ;  the  more  complete  the  combustion 
the  higher  the  efficiency,  providing,  of  course, 
that  the  boiler  tubes  are  clean,  and  water  tubes 
free  from  scale,  the  rate  of  flow  of  gases  to  stack 
1  not  excessive,  then  given  a  clean  bo.ler,  good 
setting,  even  and  regular  firing,  with  an  even 
and  regular  air  supply,  fire  kept  free  from  holes 
or  black  spots,  high  efficiency  must  result.  The 
walue  of  such  work  has  been  clearly  demon¬ 
strated  time  and  again,  in  the  large  saving  ef¬ 
fected;  not  only  that,  the  value  of  knowing  just 
what  it  costs  to  evaporate  1,000  pounds  of  water 
must  appeal  to  any  intelligent  and  progressive 
business  man.  In  one  "p  ant  last  year,  anrl  that 
not  very  large,  a  saving  of  upward  of  $14,000 


was  accomplished  on  fuel  account  without  any 
extra  outlay  for  repairs  or  improvements.  I 
have  not  the  least  hesitation  in  saying  that  nine- 
tenths  of  the  power  plants  in  this  city  could 
be  operated  more  efficiently,  resulting  in  economy, 
which  means  dollars  and  cents  saved  on  fuel. 
For  instance,  your  coal  contains  say  12,000  heat 
units  per  pound  and  yet  you  only  get  6  000  of 
these  heat  units  into  the  water ;  what  becomes  of 
the  other  6,000  heat  units  and  why  do  you  not 
utilize  more  than  fifty  per  cent?  This  looks  as 
if  there  must  be  a  leak  somewhere.  How  to  de¬ 
termine  just  where  these  heat  units  go  will  be 
the  matter  for  the  next  article. 


Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East. 


Office  of  T he  Black  Diamond, 
New  York  City,  July  13. 

Trade  conditions  in  the  anthracite  market 
are  exceedingly  quiet  at  present,  due  to  season¬ 
able  influences,  which  are  especially  effective,  re¬ 
stricting  the  transactions  in  this  industry  to 
(|uite  an  extent.  'I'he  closing  down  of  the  collier¬ 
ies  last  week  was  so  generally  enforced  by  all  the 
companies  that  but  a  small  percentage  of  the 
usual  weekly  tonnage  was  shipped.  This  was 
consigned  particularly  to  places  where  deliveries 
are  needed  daily,  yet  no  shortages  of  coal  have 
become  apparent  at  any  of  the  loading  or  dis¬ 
tributing  ports.  A  few  orders  have  accumulated 
in  shippers’  hands  for  certain  sizes  or  grades, 
but  as  the  urgency  for  this  business  was  not 
great,  most  of  it  has  been  held  over  to  await  the 
arrival  of  the  coal  from  the  mines  following  the 
resumption,  which  will  receive  attention  dur¬ 
ing  the  current  week.  Outside  of  the  steam  con¬ 
tracts  and  such  orders  as  demand  regular  ship¬ 
ments,  of  which  there  is  sufficient  tonnage  in 
hand  to  avoid  any  special  accumulations  of  coal 
en  route  to  the  distributing  centers,  there  is  lit¬ 
tle  business  doing  and  the  consuming  trade  is 
not  inclined  to  increase  its  supplies  at  this  time. 
Lehigh  egg  and,  in  some  few  cases,  stove  are 
still  in  demand,  with  a  good  supply  of  orders 
for  the  special  coals  remaining  unfilled. 

The  heavy  tonnage  produced  at  the  collieries 
during  the  past  three  months,  which  has  all  been 
forwarded  to  the  different  markets,  is  undoubt¬ 
edly  the  cause  of  the  prevailing  quiet,  and  the 
policy  of  the  producing  companies  to  make  this 
a  light  month  in  mining  is  very  essential  in  or¬ 
der  to  avoid  any  excess  accumulations  of  coal 
and  maintain  the  firm  tone  of  the  market  for  an 
early  fall  demand. 

While  the  output  for  the  first  six  months  of 
the  year  amounted,  approximately,  to  31,000,000 
tons,  to  which  June  contributed  5,884,052  tons, 
exceeding  that  of  last  year  for  the  same  period, 
about  2,000,000  tons,  the  general  belief  is  that 
the  market  requirements  during  the  balance  of 
the  year  will  be  of  equal  proportions  if  they  do 
not  exceed  the  shipments  of  1904. 

New  Haven  Road  Withdraws  Notice. 

A  feature  of  the  market  the  first  of  the  week, 
which  came  in  the  Way  of  a  surprise  to  the  ship¬ 
pers,  was  the  announcement  issued  by  the  New 
York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  railroad  to  the 
effect  that  on  a  reconsideration  of  its  notice  to 
connecting  lines,  recently  issued,  on  and  after 
August  thirty-first  no  coal  would  be  received 


via  Harlem  river  to  points  on  its  system  east  of 
the  Connecticut  river  and  north  of  its  Highland 
division,  would  he  withdrawn  and  the  present 
rates  remain  until  such  time  as  it  was  necessary 
to  change  them.  This  will  leave  this  territory 
undisturbed  from  the  conditions  that  have  been 
established  for  several  years  past,  which  meets 
with  the  wishes  of  those  interests  which  have  de¬ 
veloped  this  all-rail  trade,  believing  it  to  be  per¬ 
manent.  At  retail,  business  has  fallen  off  ma¬ 
terially  where  dependent  chiefly  on  the  domestic 
demand.  The  requirements  now  are  at  a  mini¬ 
mum.  This  is  only  natural,  however,  as  house¬ 
holders  generally  are  giving  over  their  time  to 
recreation  at  the  various  summer  resorts  and  will 
not  order  coal  until  they  return  later  in  the  sea¬ 
son. 

The  steam  sizes  are  inclined  to  be  quiet,  espe¬ 
cially  on  pea  and  buckwheat.  The  finer  grades, 
rice  and  barley,  are  steady  and  are  in  a  great 
measure  being  substituted  for  the  larger  steam 
sizes,  owing  to  the  lower  expense  in  making 
steam  with  them.  The  methods  of  handling  these 
coals  to  avoid  the  usual  accumulation  of  certain 
sizes  have  become  a  difficult  problem  and  the 
situation  rather  indicates  that  one  or  two  of 
these  sizes  will  have  to  be  eliminated  or  the 
price  on  the  more  expensive  products  reduced 
to  a  point  where  they  can  compete  with  soft  coal. 
Buckwheat  Nos.  2  and  3,  known  as  rice  and  bar¬ 
ley,  are  in  good  demand,  while  pea  coal  seems 
to  be  a  drug  on  the  market  and  buckwheat  No.  1 
is  becoming  heavy  with  most  shippers. 

Seaboard  Bituminous  Trade  Quiet. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  bituminous  trade  con¬ 
tinues  quiet.  In  some  directions  and  in  indi¬ 
vidual  cases  changes  are  noted  for  the  better, 
but  the  trade  as  a  whole  is  feeling  the  dullness 
prevailing  and  operators  are  taking  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  go  on  vacations  and  also  to  make  nec¬ 
essary  repairs  to  the  mines,  which  were  delayed 
during  the  activity  the  early  part  of  the  year. 
The  prominent  feature  of  the  trade  seems  to  be 
the  low  ocean  freights  that  are  being  made  and 
have  prevailed  almost  since  spring.  The  ruling 
figures  must  be  below  the  cost  of  operating  ves¬ 
sels  and  should  induce  orders  for  shipment  at 
this  time,  thereby  saving  fully  twenty-five  cents 
per  ton  over  rates  that  will  prevail  next  fall, 
when  heavy  shipments  are  expected.  It  certainly 
can  be  recommended  to  buyers  having  ample 
storage  room  available,  or  who  are  located  at 
shoal-water  ports  or  out-of-the-way  places,  that 
they  should  take  advantage  of  the  vessel  situa¬ 
tion  as  a  matter  of  economy.  This  applies  also 


to  a  lesser  extent  to  the  nearby  ports,  as  well 
as  those  farther  east.  Another  feature  is  found 
in  connection  with  the  lower  rate  of  insurance 
prevailing  during  the  summer,  which  is  an  item 
that  also  helps  to  reduce  the  total  cost  of  coal 
at  discharging  ports.  There  seems  to  be  a  dis¬ 
inclination  among  consumers  to  take  on  coal  at 
this  time,  except  in  special  instances,  among  those 
who  fully  recognize  the  benefits  accruing  from 
taking  advantage  of  circumstances  which  will  re¬ 
sult  in  a  larger  profit  later  in  the  standard 
grades  of  coal.  There  is  no  blockading  of  coal 
anywhere,  either  at  the  shipping  or  unloading 
ports,  and  the  handling  of  this  product  is  in  ex¬ 
cellent  condition  in  all  directions. 

Far  Fast  Trade  Is  Sluggish. 

t 

Trade  in  the  far  east  is  both  sluggish  and  dull. 
Though  the  condition  is  operating  favorably  in 
one  way,  in  that  it  is  preventing  much  coal  from 
being  shipped  on  the  market,  where  the  storage 
capacity  is  available  for  more  coal  in  this  terri¬ 
tory,  shippers  continue  to  urge  that  additional 
stocks  be  stored,  but  this  does  not  result  in  a 
large  volume  of  tonnage  orders,  and  even  these 
are  placed  with  some  hesitancy.  Along  the  sound 

.  ports  there  is  a  gradual  falling  off  in  fuel  re¬ 
quirements.  This,  no  doubt,  is  on  account  of  the 
fact  that  shippers  have  generally  caught  up  on 
the  business  delayed  during  the  last  few  months, 
though  there  is  likely  to  be  an  active  demand 
for  coal  from  this  locality  next  fall.  New  York 
harbor  trade  is  quiet  and  dullness  pervades  the 
market.  It  can  be  said  that  there  is  but  little 
accumulation  of  coal  at  tide,  how'ever,  for  this 
locality.  Shipments  from  the  mines  are  made 
only  in  such  volume  as  to  take  care  of  the  or¬ 
ders  in  hand  or  due  from  reliable  sources.  Prices 
on  current  business  for  the  poorer  grades  are 
about  $2.30,  while  the  better  steam  coals,  such 
as  Somerset  county  and  central  Pennsylvania, 
range  at  $2.40@2.50  f.  o.  b.  the  shipping  ports. 

The  all-rail  trade  is  steady,  although  possibly 
slightly  curtailed  in  the  aggregate  shipments. 
The  car  supply  is  good  and  transportation  is 
excellent. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  there  is  a  con¬ 
siderable  tonnage  of  craft  of  all  classes  avail¬ 
able.  Philadelphia  quotes  current  rates  of 
freight  as  follows :  Boston,  Salem  and  Port¬ 
land,  60@65c;  sound  ports,  50@55c;  Lynn,  85c; 
Bangor  and  Newburyport,  80((^85c;  Portsmouth 
and  Bath,  65@70c;  Saco,  OOtnOSc  and  towage; 
Gardiner,  85@90c  and  towage.  New  York  harbor 
rates  are  50  cents  per  ton  to  points  around  the 
cape. 


Market  J^ews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  July  13. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — In  the  anthracite  trade,  which  up 
to  July  first  had  shown  unprecedented  strength, 
there  has  come  a  slump  which  amounts  almost 
to  complete  paralysis.  Of  course,  when  the  sea¬ 
son  of  the  year  is  considered  there  is  not  so 
much  surprise  felt  at  the  dullness,  and  yet  it  is 
more  noticcab'c  this  season  than  usually,  for  the 
reason  that  up  to  the  first  of  the  present  month 
the  demand  had  been  the  heaviest  and  most  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  history  of  the  trade. 

One  great  drawback  to  the  July  trade  is  the 


annual  week’s  vacation  which  is  granted  by  the 
producing  companies  to  their  miners  at  the  time 
of  the  national  holiday.  With  a  practical  closing 
of  the  mines  for  seven  days,  a  hard  blow  is 
struck  at  the  business,  from  which  it  requires 
as  many  more  days  to  recover. 

Besides  this,  the  discount  on  the  month’s  de¬ 
liveries  is  now  so  insignificant  that  there  is  less 
buying  of  future  stocks,  dealers  preferring  to 
wait  until  later  before  investing  in  coal  they  can 
not  find  a  ready  market  for. 

Of  course,  there  are  some  orders  yet  unfilled. 


but  no  hurry  is  manifest  in  delivery  and  the 
consignees  are  perfectly  satisfied  to  wait  until 
the  retail  demand  again  becomes  active.  There 
is  less  demand  upon  storage  room  and  not  so 
much  to  do  during  the  heated  period. 

Owing  to  the  interest  attaching  to  the  annual 
convention  and  reunion  of  the  Elks  being  held  in 
Buffalo  this  week,  there  is  practically  no  news  of 
local  coal  offices.  Everybody  is  helping  to  en¬ 
tertain  the  visitors.  W.  T.  Roberts,  sales  agent 
of  Williams  &  Peters,  is  chairman  of  the  finance 
committee  of  the  local  lodge  and  his  time  has 
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been  fully  occupied,  for  the  reception  tendered 
the  delegates  has  far  surpassed  that  extended  to 
any  previous  group  of  visitors. 

Bituminous  Market  Is  Steady. 

Bituminous  sales  agents  say  that  there  is  a 
somewhat  increased  demand  for  miscellaneous 
coal,  but  there  is  no  advance  in  prices.  Neither 
is  there  a  falling  off,  for,  as  a  dealer  remarked 
yesterday,  “With  the  cutting  that  has  been  done 
prices  could  not  well  be  lower.” 

Following  the  Elk  carnival  of  the  week  comes 
the  annual  outing  of  the  local  dealers.  This  an¬ 
nual  outing  and  boat  ride  down  the  Niagara  river 
and  about  Grand  Island  is  given  more  for  the 
benefit  of  outside  friends  and  customers  of  the 
local  bituminous  sales  agents  than  for  the  local 
contingent.  It  is  managed  by  the  following 
firms:  E.  L.  Hedstrom,  H.  K.  Wick  &  Co., 
Frank  Williams  &  Co.,  the  Panther  Run  Coal 
Mining  Co.  and  William  T.  Roberts,  western 
sales  agent  of  Williams  &  Peters.  Invitations 
are  confined  to  bituminous  Coal  operators  of 
western  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  and  also  to  their 
railroad  friends.  The  boat  will  leave  the  foot  of 
Georgia  street  at  ten  o’clock  a.  m.  sharp,  and  the 
day  will  be  spent  at  the  usual  resorts,  returning  in 
the  evening  in  time  for  those  desiring  to  take 
trains  for  home.  A  most  enjoyable  time  is  ex¬ 
pected.  There  will  be  about  100  guests  in  the 
party. 

John  Comerer,  president  of  the  Comerer  Coal 
&  Ice  Co.,  of  Hamilton,  Ontario,  was  a  visitor 
in  town  this  week. 

Lake  shipments  from  Buffalo  for  the  first 
eight  days  of  July  amounted  to  70,025  tons,  or 
17,645  tons  less  than  for  the  same  period  last 
year  and  1,183  tons  less  than  in  1903.  Owing  to 
the  big  strike  the  total  shipments  for  July,  1902, 
were  only  2,830  tons. 

V 

The  Baltimore  Shipping  Trade. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  July  13. —  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Retail  coal  dealers  .throughout  the  city 
have  received  from  the  Coal  Exchange  the 
schedule  of  prices  for  July.  It  is  expected  that 
another  advance  of  ten  cents  per  ton  on  all 
grades  will  be  made  August  first,  and  an  ad¬ 
vance  of  twenty-five  cents  per  ton  on  September 


first.  The  July  prices 
Hard  White  Ash. 

No.  1,  broken  . 

are  as 

follows : 

Ton« 

. $6.80 

Half  ton. 
$3.50 

No.  2,  egg  . 

.  7.05 

3.55 

No.  .3,  stove  . 

. 7.05 

3.55 

Chestnut  . 

.  7.05 

3.55 

Pea  . 

2.50 

Sunbury. 

No.  2,  egg  . 

.  7.30 

3.65 

No.  3,  stove  . 

.  7.30 

3.65 

Chestnut  . 

.  7.30 

3.65 

Lykens  Valley, 

No.  2,  egg  . 

.  7.90 

4.00 

No.  3,  stove  . 

.  7.90 

4.00 

Chestnut  . 

.  7.90 

4.00 

Curtis  bay,  with 

its 

great 

coal  piers 

right  at 

hand  to  furnish  fuel 

for  manufacturing. 

and  wit'n 

its  deep  water  approach,  giving  entrance  for  ves- 
Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia.  It  has  been 
semi-officially  stated,  however,  that  there  is  no 
foundation  for  the  report  of  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
activity  in  the  matter. 

The  most  serious  flood  to  visit  this  city  since 
1863  occurred  here,  last  Wednesday,  when  a 
cloudburst  in  Baltimore  county,  fifteen  miles 
outside  the  city,  turned  the  stream  known  as 
Jones  Falls  into  a  torrent  that  swept  through 
the  country  and  city,  doing  damage  to  the  amount 
of  $300,000.  Coal  firms  in  the  city  had  no  prop¬ 
erty  in  the  path  of  the  flood,  but  in  Mount  Wash¬ 
ington,  a  suburb,  the  story  was  different.  There, 
when  the  entire  lower  portion  of  the  village  was 
under  several  feet  of  water,  the  coal  and  wood¬ 
sheds  of  James  Hamilton  were  completely  washed 
away,  as  well  as  many  tons  of  coal.  The  coal 
and  wood  yard  of  T.  J.  Bloom  also  suffered  se¬ 
verely,  and  fifteen  tons  of  coal  in  the  yard  of 
John  Durm  &  Co.  went  the  way  of  the  others. 

Large  Damage  Suit  Brought. 

The  National  Coal  Co.,  by  Attorney  I.  Walter 
Lord,  has  brought  suit  in  the  United  States  cir¬ 
cuit  court  against  the  W.  K.  Niver  Co.,  claim¬ 
ing  $100,000  damages  on  account  of  alleged  breach 
of  a  contract,  whereby  the  defendant  agreed  to 
deliver  to  the  plaintiff  from  April  first,  1902,  to 
March  thirty-first,  1903,  the  entire  output  of  the 
defendant’s  mines  at  $1.15  per  ton  of  2,240  pounds 
free  on  board  cars  at  the  mines. 


The  charters  noted  here  during  the  week  just 
closed  include  the  following :  Barkentine  Frances, 
sels  drawing  thirty  feet  of'  water,  is  rapidly  at¬ 
tracting  manufacturing  plants  to  add  to  those 
now  there. 

The  trade  here  is  still  waiting  with  interest  for 
the  announcement  of  the  award  of  the  contract 
by  the  Panama  canal  commission  for  50,000  tons 
of  bituminous.  The  Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  is 
the  lowest  bidder,  and  there  is  great  interest  as 
to  whether  or  not  it  will  capture  the  contract. 

A.  verdict  of  considerable  interest  to  railroad 
and  coal  men  was  recorded  here  in  the  court  of 
common  pleas  several  days  ago.  In  the  suit  of 
George  W.  Sattler  against  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
railroad  the  plaintiff  received  a  verdict  of  $5,000 
for  damage  done  by  smoke,  cinders  and  dust 
coming  from  the  company’s  tunnel  in  the  northern 
residential  section  of  the  city,  and  which  said 
cinders,  etc.,  settled  on  Mr.  Battler’s  estate.  It 
is  the  first  of  several  similar  suites  and  undoubt¬ 
edly  will  be  carried  through  the  highest  courts. 

A  rumor  has  been  rife  here  that  the  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  railroad  was  in  the  field  against  the 
Gould  interests  for  the  purchase  of  the  properties 
of  the  Little  Kanawha  syndicate.  Besides  the 
railroad  link,  so  essential  to  the  Gould  plans  for 
their  eastern  connection,  the  properties  include 
several  thousand  acres  of  coal  lands  in  southern 
643  tons,  Baltimore  to  Boston,  75c;  schooner 
Edward  G.  Haight,  467  tons,  Baltimore  to  Jack 
sonville,  75c;  steamer  Cunaxa,  2,048  tons,  Balti¬ 
more  to  Buenos  Ayres,  8s  6d;  schooner  Rebecca 
Palmer,  2,125  tons,  Baltimore  to  Boston  or  Port¬ 
land,  terms  withheld ;  schooner  Eleanor  A. 
Percy,  3,062  tons,  Baltimore  or  Hampton  Roads 
to  Boston  or  Portland,  terms  withheld;  schooner 
Mary  T.  Quinby,  1,047  tons,  Baltimore  to  Bos¬ 
ton,  75c;  schooner  William  K.  Park,  1,189  tons, 
Baltimore  to  Boston,  75c;  schooner  Genevieve, 
776  tons,  Philadelphia  to  Ponce,  P.  R.,  private 
terms,  and  schooner  Iona  Tunnell,  1,118  tons, 
Philadelphia  to  Cienfuegos,  $1.80. 

V 

The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 

Philadelphia,  July  14. —  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — There  is  somewhat  more  business  in  the 
hands  of  shippers  since  the  resumption  of  the 
anthracite  mines,  due  to  the  cessation  in  deliv¬ 
ery  during  last  week.  The  orders,  however,  are 
not  of  an  urgent  character  and  merely  to  re¬ 
plenish  stocks  that  have  gone  out  of  the  yards, 
making  trade  conditions  quiet  and  less  attractive 
than  in  the  several  months  past.  That  there  will 
be  no  depreciation  in  value  of  this  product  dur¬ 
ing  the  quieter  months  of  the  summer  is  evi¬ 
denced  by  the  fact  that  the  companies  intend 
to  restrict  the  output  to  actual  needs  of  the 
market,  and  the  current  month  is  likely  to  show 
a  considerable  reduction  in  tonnage  from  those 
preceding  it.  The  production  for  the  month  of 
June  was  5,844,052  tons,  against  5,728,795  tons 
in  June,  1904,  an  increase  of  115,257  tons,  of 
which  the  Pennsylvania  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron 
Co.  contributed  1,161,603  tons  and  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  railroad  460,926  tons.  The  line  trade  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  the  most  active  and  is  taking  a  fair 
amount  of  coal,  in  comparison  with  what  is  re¬ 
quired  at  the  tidewater  ports,  which  are  doing 
little  business  at  this  time  on  orders,  a  proportion 
of  this  tonnage  going  forward  being  for  storage 
purposes  at  eastern  points.  But  little  coal  has 
been  put  in  the  storage  pockets  and  dock  yards 
in  that  territory  up  to  the  present  time  and  the  re¬ 
ceipts  there  at  present  will  facilitate  the  deliveries 
to  those  dealers  dependent  upon  same  and  guard 
against  any  shortage  in  the  supply  for  future 
use.  There  is  no  great  volume  of  trade  in  the 
retail  market,  consumers  generally  not  desiring 
more  coal  at  this  time,  while  manv  are  out  of 
town,  making  delivery  from  yards  very  slack. 
Where  steam  trade  is  handled  dealers  are  de¬ 
voting  more  time  to  this  line  of  business,  which 
helps  to  keep  them  erqployed. 

In  soft  circles  there  are  no  new  features  worthy 
of  note,  and  transient  business  is  very  slack. 
Enough  orders  on  season  contracts  seem  to  de¬ 
velop  from  day  to  day  to  permit  producers  to 
keep  their  mines  going  on  somewhat  less  than 
full  time,  which  is  better  than  many  anticipated 
it  would  be  earlier  in  the  season.  The  increased 
tonnage  shipped  since  April  first,  over  that  of 
last  year,  is  possibly  causing  the  quiet  condition 
at  present,  though  the  situation  is  not  an 


unnatural  one  when  summer  dullness  is  con¬ 
sidered.  This  inertia  will,  however,  have  its 
effect  later  on,  with  the  depletion  of  present 
stocks,  and  all  shippers  are  looking  forward  to 
a  good  supply  of  orders  in  the  early  fall,  and 
indeed  may  exceed  in  volume  the  facilities  avail¬ 
able  for  delivery.  It  is  also  anticipated  with 
the  action  of  the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hart¬ 
ford  railroad  during  the  week  to  permit  ship¬ 
ments  to  continue  all-rail  via  New  York  harbor 
connections,  that  the  large  tonnage  which  has 
been  developed  by  producing  interests  there  will 
remain  with  them,  giving  opportunities  for  addi¬ 
tional  business,  where  if  this  had  been  otherwise 
losses  might  have  been  sustained.  Through  the 
strict  attention  given  the  distribution  of  cars 
for  loading  the  coal  at  the  mines  by  the  railroad 
management  there  has  been  little  accumulation 
of  coal  at  any  point  of  destination,  maintaining 
a  healthy  tone  regardless  of  the  dullness.  Trans¬ 
portation  on  all  lines  is  good  and  running 
through  on  schedule  time.  The  vessel  market 
is  quite  easy  as  to  freight  rates  and  a  good 
supply  of  craft  is  available.  Philadelphia  quotes: 
Boston,  Salem  and  Portland,  60@65;  sound 
ports,  50@55 ;  Lynn,  85 ;  Portsmouth  and  Bath, 
65@70 ;  Newburyport  and  Bangor,  •80@85 ;  Saco, 
90@95. 

The  ^ew  England  Trade. 

Boston,  Mass.,  July  14^.— {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)-— The,  demand  for  anthracite  coal  at 
this  center  is  very  moderate,  dealers  having  ap¬ 
parently  enough  in  stock  to  meet  the  current 
requirements,  and  in  consequence  are  not  in¬ 
clined  to  increase  the  present  supply.  The  less 
active  situation  which  now  prevails  is  possibly 
emphasized  by  the  contrast  with  the  rush  of  a 
month  or  two  ago,  and  will  not  be  so  noticeable 
after  it  has  continued  for  several  weeks  more, 
being  after  all  only  the  usual  summer  dullness, 
which  is  inevitable  where  the  heavy  tonnage  is 
shipped  in  the  spring  of  the  year.  Enough 
orders  continue  to  develop  in  this  territory  to 
sustain  a  fair  movement  of  coal,  which  in  its  dis¬ 
tribution  covers  a  wide  area  and  is  largely  for 
certain  sizes,  indicating  the  character  of  the  need. 
A  considerable  proportion  of  this  business  comes 
from  the  all-rail  delivery  points,  which  have  not 
had  the  freer  shipment  that  was  given  to  the 
tidewater  trade,  and  stocks  in  that  locality  are 
less  at  this  time  than  in  several  years  past. 
The  shoal  water  ports  and  inland  points,  de¬ 
pendent  on  water  delivery,  are  not  yet  entirely 
filled  up  and  special  attention  is  now  being  given 
this  class  of  trade  in  order  that  consumers  may 
store  a  full  supply.  Along  the  sound  and  the 
more  southern  line  points  of  New  England  the 
trade  is  generally  provided  for  with  sufficient 
coal  to  satisfy  their  wants  for  the  present,  as 
also  the  future,  until  actual  consumption  sets  in, 
making  the  trade  rather  listless.  Slightly  more 
coal  of  the  steam  variety  is  being  used  in  this 
legality  in  competition  with  soft  coal,  which  is 
giving  the  dealers  a  little  more  business  to  look 
after  tlpn  they  have  had  in  several  years  and 
the  indications  are  that  it  will  increase,  provid¬ 
ing  prices  remain  low  enough  on  this  product 
to  act  as  an  inducement  to  the  steam  producers. 

1  he  bituminous  market  continues  sluggish, 
buyers  seemingly  not  desiring  any  additional  sup¬ 
plies  at  this  time,  producing  a  lethargy  of  inter¬ 
est  which  is  unusual  and  was  not  expected  by 
the  producing  trade.  Especially  as  conditions  for 
securing  a  supply  at  present  have  never  been 
more  favorable  to  the  buyer.  Ocean  freights 
prevailing  are  down  twenty-five  cents  per  ton  be¬ 
low  what  will  have  to  be  paid  later  in  the  sea¬ 
son,  while  insurance  on  cargoes  is  also  an  item, 
and  the  fact  of  regular  shipments  during  fine 
weather  ought  to  induce  the  shrewd  consumer 
who  has  the  available  capacity  to  take  on  all  the 
coal  he  can  carry.  The  consumption,  however, 
is  steadily  going  on,  which  will  become  more 
effective  in  its  requirements  as  the  delay  length¬ 
ens  and  producers  are  anticipating  a  heavy 
movement  when  activity  sets  in,  carrying  it  over 
October,  when  the  price  of  coal  at  the  Virginia 
cape  ports  will  advance  ten  cents  per  ton.  The 
market  is  nevertheless  quite  firm  as  regards 
values  and  there  is  very  little  coal  shipped  on 
the  market  for  spot  sale,  thus  maintaining  a 
healthy  tone  which  must  be  of  benefit  when  the 
demand  improves. 


34 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


[July  15 


Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


The  offices  of  Hall  Brothers  &  Co.,  of  Balti¬ 
more,  have  been  permanently  removed  from  Hol¬ 
liday  and  Lexington  streets  to  the  Abell  building, 
corner  of  Baltimore  and  South  streets. 

Edward  Borden,  of  Whitney  &  Kemmerer, 
New  York,  spent  part  of  last  week  at  Altoona 
and  the  mines  local  thereto,  with  a  view  to  reg¬ 
ulating  the  supply  of  coal  to  meet  current  re¬ 
quirements. 

W.  A.  Patton,  assistant  to  President  A.  J.  Cas¬ 
satt,  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  sailed  for 
Europe  on  Saturday  morning  of  last  week  on  tlie 
Red  Star  steamship  Finland  from  New  York. 
He  will  remain  abroad  two  months. 

Jesse  L.  Eddy,  of  Dickson  &  Eddy,  New  York, 
left  on  Wednesday  of  last  week,  accompanied 
by  his  family,  for  Rockland,  Maine,  to  enjoy  a 
vacation.  It  is  his  intention  to  visit  several  of 
the  more  delightful  watering  places  along  the 
Maine  coast  before  his  return. 

The  associates  of  Joseph  Ramsay  Jr.  have  se¬ 
cured  a  charter  for  the  Lorain  &  Ashland  rail¬ 
road  in  Ohio.  They  propose  to  build  a  line  to 
connect  the  Little  Kanawha  system  with  the 
West  Virginia  coal  fields  in  case  the  Gould  inter¬ 
ests  do  not  take  over  the  syndicate. 

Gustave  Zerbst,  who  is  a  coal  merchant  at 
Forty-ninth  street  and  North  river.  New  York, 
left  on  Tuesday  of  this  week  for  the  mountains 
in  Pennsylvania  along  the  line  of  the  Lackawanna 
road,  to  spend  a  few  weeks’  vacation  and  rest 
from  the  strenuous  labors  of  the  past  season. 

A.  D.  Hammann,  who  entered  business  under 
a  co-partnership  with  J.  U.  Mattes  on  February 
first,  has  retired  and  has  taken  a  position  with 
the  Skeele  Coal  Co.,  of  New  York,  starting  on 
his  new  duties  the  first  of  last  week.  Mr.  Mattes 
was  located  with  an  office  at  Bethlehem,  where 
he  still  remains. 

R.  B.  Beahm,  of  Weston,  Dodson  &  Co.,  of 
Bethlehem,  Pa.,  one  of  the  oldest  anthracite  pro¬ 
ducers  in  the  trade,  was  in  New  York  for  several 
days  the  first  of  the  week  on  a  business  trip 
and  incidentally  renewed  some  of  his  old  asso¬ 
ciations.  He  reports  trade  conditions  as  quiet, 
though  he  expects  an  improvement  later  on. 

Hugh  Griffith,  identified  with  the  New  York 
office  of  Percy  Heilner  &  Son,  left  on  Saturday 
last,  accompanied  by  his  brother,  Robert  Griffith, 
of  the  Barnes  &  Tucker  Coal  Co.  at  Philadelphia, 
for  the  Pocono  mountains,  where  they  will  spend 
two  weeks’  vacation.  They  have  prepared  an  at¬ 
tractive  itinerary,  which  should  make  their  stay 
an  enjoyable  one. 

James  Kerr,  president  of  the  Beech  Creek 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  New  York,  was  out  of  the 
city  during  the  first  two  days  of  the  week  on 
matters  of  business  pertaining  to  the  interests  of 
this  company.  Few  men  in  the  trade  are  more 
devoted  to  their  official  interests  and  show  as 
keen  a  perception  of  affairs  in  the  development  of 
the  industry  as  Mr.  Kerr. 

The  Metropolitan  Coal  Co.,  of  Boston,  has 
filed  a  statement  of  its  financial  condition  with 
the  Massachusetts  secretary  of  state  dated  April 
thirtieth,  1905 :  Assets :  Real  estate,  machinery, 
etc.,  $652,056 ;  merchandise,  $428,364 ;  cash  and 
debentures,  $620,780;  good  will,  $400,000.  Lia¬ 
bilities  :  Capital  stock,  $1,000,000 ;  accounts  pay¬ 
able  (includes  special  stock,  $400,000)  ;  surplus, 
$95,730;  profit  and  loss,  $6,615.  Total,  $2,101,201. 

B.  A.  Starr  Jr.,  New  York  manager  of  the 
Morrisdale  Coal  Co.,  after  an  illness  of  several 
months  has  entirely  recovered  and  returned  to 
take  up  the  active  duties  of  the  office  on  July 
first.  George  F.  Lester,  of  the  Philadelphia 
office  of  the  company,  who  performed  these  duties 
during  Mr.  Starr’s  absence,  has  assisted  him  the 
past  week,  but  has  now  returned  to  headquar¬ 
ters. 

Benjamin  Marco,  of  Marco  Bros.,  who  have  a 
large  coal  plant  at  One  Hundred  and  Thirty- 
eighth  street  and  Mott  Haven  canal,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  his  wife  and  daughter,  went  on  Satur¬ 
day  last  to  Seabright,  N.  J.,  on  the  peninsula, 
one  of  the  attractive  seaside  resorts,  to  spend  the 

summer.  Mr.  Marco  is  one  of  the  most  able 
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coal  men  in  the  city,  having,  with  his  brother, 
built  up  a  large  business  since  opening  his  pres¬ 
ent  quarters.  He  is  deserving  of  much  credit, 
considering  the  close  competition  he  has  en¬ 
countered. 

William  C.  Ackley,  formerly  salesman  for  the 
Pennsylvania  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  at  New  York,  has 
accepted  a  similar  position  with  Hatfield  &  Hillcs, 
No.  1  Broadway.  Mr.  Ackley  is  one  of  the 
younger  men  in  the  trade,  though  his  several 
years  of  service  with  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  have  given  him  a  wide  knowledge  of 
the  business.  Possessing  much  tact  and  ability, 
he  should  meet  with  success. 

James  Wells,  who  is  identified  with  Williams 
&  Peters,  New  York,  left  on  Saturday  last  to 
visit  his  gold  producing  mines  at  Idaho  Springs, 
Idaho,  to  be  gone  about  two  weeks.  He  secured 
title  to  this  mining  properly,  which  is  known  as 
the  Wheatland  mine,  some  years  ago,  but  it  has 
only  been  developed  recently.  The  reports  in 
regard  to  it  indicate  that  it  is  very  rich  and 
should  become  a  big  producer. 

Sam  Heilner,  of  Philadelphia,  head  of  the  firm 
of  Percy  Heilner  &  Son,  removed  his  family  on 
July  first  to  his  new  summer  home,  "Seawood,” 
at  Spring  Lake,  N.  J.,  where  they  will  remain 
during  the  warm  season.  Mr.  Henner’s  cottage, 
which  has  just  been  completed,  is  said  to  be  llie 
finest  on  the  Jersey  coast,  excelling  even  that  of 
Mr.  Maloney,  the  Philadelphia  gas  man,  who 
held  the  banner  heretofore.  It  is  a  model  sum¬ 
mer  residence  in  every  respect.  The  house  and 
stables  are  beautifully  situated  on  twenty  acres 
of  ground  overlooking  the  ocean. 

Lemuel  Burrows  Jr.,  New  York  manager  for 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  who  has  been  abroad 
for  the  past  two  months,  accompanied  by  Mrs. 
Burrows,  returned  ^home  a  week  ago,  greatly 
benefited  by  the  change  and  is  in  much  better 
health.  Mr.  Burrows  spent  most  of  his  time  in 
England  and  Scotland,  finding  many  places  of  in¬ 
terest,  especially  the  summer  resorts  along  the 
west  coast  of  northern  England.  A  trip  to  Paris 
satisfied  his  curiosity,  and  the  weather  already- 
being  warm,  he  returned  to  the  British  isles, 
where  the  climate  was  more  genial  and  contrib¬ 
uted  to  their  greater  comfort. 

The  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  rail¬ 
road  has  reconsidered  its  former  notice  to  con¬ 
necting  lines  withdrawing  its  all-rail  rates  on 
coal  via  the  Harlem  river  and  New  York  di¬ 
vision  to  points  on  its  system  east  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  river  and  north  of  the  Highland  division. 
During  the  current  week  it  issued  an  official  an¬ 
nouncement  to  this  effect.  In  its  efforts  to  con¬ 
vert  the  freight  traffic  all-rail  from  this  harbor 
it  was  discovered  that  the  annual  tonnage  amount¬ 
ed  to  about  60,000  cars,  going  to  points  where 
it  was  difficult  to  handle  it  at  this  time  owing  to 
the  heavy  passenger  traffic.  This  change  was 
only  to  continue,  however,  until  such  time  as 
the  road  could  increase  its  equipment,  but  the 
railroads  shipping  over  this  route  brought  joint 
influence  to  bear,  as  they  anticipated  serious  losses 
from  several  years’  business  which  they  might 
lose  through  any  change  in  the  delivery  of  coal, 
with  the  result  that  present  conditions  are  to 
continue. 

H.  L.  Herbert,  senior  member  of  H.  L.  Fler- 
bert  &  Co.,  New  York,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Her¬ 
bert,  left  on  Wednesday  of  last  week  for  Eng¬ 
land  to  be  gone  about  two  or  three  months.  This 
is  merely  one  of  their  regular  trips  abroad,  as 
they  go  almost  every  year.  In  fact,  Mr.  Her¬ 
bert’s  connections  and  interests  on  the  other  side 
are  such  as  to  take  him  there  frequently.  In 
order  to  enjoy  a  change  of  scene  on  the  journey 
and  to  ride  on  one  of  the  new  turbine  steamships 
of  the  Allan  Line  from  Quebec,  he  took  passage 
from  Montreal  by  boat  down  the  St.  Lawrence 
river,  connecting  with  the  ocean  liner  Victorian 
the  following  day,  which  on  her  summer  trip 
continues  down  the  river  and  north  of  New 
Foundland,  reaching  Liverpool  via  the  north  of 
Ireland  in  about  three  days  from  land  to  land. 
This  shortens  the  trip  very  materially  and  gives 
a  variety  that  is  often  agreeable.  He  will  enjoy 
a  period  of  rest  from  his  arduous  duties  while 


abroad  though  he  will  also  give  attention  to 
personal  interests  and  it  is  just  possible  he  may 
secure  something  good  in  the  way  of  a  driver  or 
rider,  as  Mr.  Herbert  is  not  only  a  good  judge  of 
horses,  but  owns  a  fine  stable  and  uses  them 
freely.  • 

George  N.  Knox,  who  for  many  years  has  been 
identified  with  the  coal  trade  in  New  York  and 
New  England  territory,  has  severed  his  connec¬ 
tions  with  the  New  York  office  of  W.  C.  Mason 
&  Co„  where  he  has  held  a  position  as  salesman 
for  the  past  two  years,  to  go  with  the  Upper  Po¬ 
tomac  Coal  Co.,  of  Philadelphia.  This  company, 
while  comparatively  new  in  the  coal  business, 
owns  and  operates  a  valuable  coal  property  in 
Garret  county,  Md.,  the  prfiduct  from  which  is 
known  as  the  “Big  Seven  Smokeless,’’  being  a 
high-grade  fuel.  A  considerable  tonnage  is  now 
being  shipped  to  market.  Mr.  Knox  will  repre¬ 
sent  this  company  as  sales  agent  for  New  York 
and  the  east,  where  he  is  popularly  known  by  all 
the  consuming  interests.  On  his  past  record  he 
should  make  the  new  venture  an  entire  success. 
He  entered  upon  his  new  duties  last  week  and 
already  has  demonstrated  by  some  very  accept¬ 
able  orders  that  the  coal  is  a  good  seller  and  his 
ability  to  handle  it. 

The  Interborough  Rap  d  Transit  Co.,  of  New 
York  city,  awarded,  last  week,  its  coal  contract, 
amounting  approximately  to  250,000  tons  for  an¬ 
nual  consumption,  to  the  Somerset  Coal  Co.,  of 
New  York.  The  price  is  said  to  be  a  fair  one 
and  the  business  was  awarded  on  the  quality  of 
the  coal.  The  fact  of  the  Somerset  Coal  Co. 
having  received  the  entire  contract  is  a  com¬ 
pliment,  as  last  year  this  business  was  divided 
among  four  or  five  bidders,  of  which  the  Somerset 
people  had  their  proportion.  Somerset  coals 
have  become  standard  products  in  this  market. 
They  are  mined  with  care  and  thorough  inspec¬ 
tion  is  given  them  by  this  company.  Some  of 
the  thinner  veins  of  coal  from  that  field  possibly 
are  not  as  high  in  quality,  however,  as  some  of 
the  thicker  veins,  the  greater  deficiency  being 
caused  by  lack  of  preparation  at  the  mines  by  the 
smaller  individual  operators.  In  the  thick  vein 
coal  from  the  Lystie,  Pine  Hill  and  other  mines 
in  this  region,  operated  by  the  Somerset  Coal 
Co.,  the  grade  is  not  only  of  a  high  quality,  but 
the  system  of  its  inspection  in  the  process  of  min¬ 
ing  and  loading  is  very  thorough  and  complete, 
making  it  impossible  for  any  foreign  matter  to 
enter  the  coal  shipped  to  the  trade. 

The  announcement  last  week  in  Philadelphia 
of  the  marriage  on  Wednesday  of  Frank  Pardee, 
coal  mine  owner  and  operator,  to  Miss  Alice 
Ross,  a  teacher  in  the  kindergarten  schools  con¬ 
ducted  for  the  poor  of  Hazelton,  Pa.,  Mr.  Par¬ 
dee’s  home,  will  be  a  surprise  to  his  many  friends 
in  the  trade.  Mr.  Pardee,  who  is  the  managing 
partner  of  A.  Pardee  &  Co.,  owners  and  operators 
of  the  Cranberry  and  Crystal  Ridge  collieries  at 
Hazelton.  succeeded  to  this  property  on  the  death 
of  Arvo  Pardee,  his  father,  the  pioneer  coal  ope¬ 
rator  in  the  Lehigh  district,  who  also  established 
the  schools  for  the  poor.  The  ceremony  was 
performed  at  Plainfield,  N.  J.,  at  the  home  of  the 
bride’s  brother,  by  the  Rev.  Albert  C.  Monk,  and 
was  witnessed  only  by  the  immediate  relatives 
of  the  bride  and  groom.  The  romance  began  sev¬ 
eral  years  ago  when  his  sister  engaged  Miss  Ross 
from  Brooklyn  to  take  charge  of  the  kindergar¬ 
ten.  The  young  women  became  fast  friends,  and 
Mr.  Pardee  was  much  in  the  company  of  Miss 
Ross.  That  the  marriage  has  the  full  approval 
of  the  Pardees,  who  knew  of  the  engagement 
last  autumn,  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  Miss 
Ross  and  Miss  Pardee  went  abroad  together  this 
spring,  returning  only  a  few  weeks  ago.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Pardee  will  spend  their  honeymoon  at 
Bristol,  R.  L,  where  they  have  a  magnificent 
summer  residence.  They  will  be  joined  there 
by  his  children  resulting  from  a  former  marriage, 
one  of  whom  is  budding  into  womanhood.  The 
first  Mrs.  Pardee  died  eight  years  ago.  Another 
romance  in  the  Pardee  family  occurred  last  au¬ 
tumn,  when  it  became  known  that  Calvin  Par¬ 
dee  Jr.,  a  nephew  of  the  groom,  had  been  mar¬ 
ried  for  nineteen  months  to  a  Bethlehem  dress¬ 
maker,  which  had  been  kept  secret  all  that  time 
from  his  most  intimate  friends. 
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Western  Retail  J^otes. 

Ira  Roberts,  of  Kirksville,  Mo.,  is  building  a 
large  coal  storage  house  in  that  city. 

Meyers  &  Brooks,  Arnold’s  Park,  Iowa,  re¬ 
cently  sold  their  lumber  and  coal  business  to  the 
Johnson  Lumber  Co. 

C.  H.  Chilton,  of  Berry,  Ill.,  has  engaged  in 
the  coal  business  and  will  handle  all  descriptions 
of  the  bituminous  product. 

The  Bingham  Coal  &  Lumber  Co.,  Bingham, 
Utah,  recently  suffered  a  $10,000  loss  by  fire, 
nearly  covered  by  insurance. 

It  is  said  that  anthracite  has  advanced  twenty- 
five  cents  per  ton  at  retail  at  Fremont,  Ohio, 
making  the  price  now  $6.75. 

New  coal  is  to  be  tested  at  Marion,  Ind.,  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  best  grade  for 
use  in  the  public  buildings  of  that  city. 

H.  Nagel,  of  New  Ulm,  Minn.,  has  secured  the 
contract  for  furnishing  coal  for  the  several  school 
buildings  in  that  vicinity,  200  tons  being  required. 

The  coal  contract  for  furnishing  coal  to  the 
school  buildings  at  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  was  award¬ 
ed  to  Dan  Lynch,  his  bid  being  $1.80  per  ton  for 
Linton  coal. 

Sealed  bids  recently  were  received  at  the  state 
hospital  at  Jamestown,  N.  D.,  by  the  steward  of 
that  institution,  for  furnishing  lignite  coal  for 
the  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  1906. 

The  Tabor  Coal  &  Supply  Co.  was  recently 
incorporated  at  Chicago  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  $15,000.  The  incorporators  are  Frank 
Wawak,  Peter  Dendl  and  F.  J.  D.  Sirovatka. 

The  firm  of  Math.  Schulenberg  &  Co.,  coal 
dealers  at  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  recently  dis?olved, 
and  the  business  will  be  continued  hereafter  by 
M.  Schulenberg  at  259  Plymouth  avenue,  north. 

The  south  side  board  of  education  of  Dixon, 
Ill.,  recently  made  a  coal  contract  for  the  coming 
winter  with  W.  D.  Drew,  who  will  furnish  250 
tons  of  bituminous  coal  and  fifty  tons  of  anthra¬ 
cite.  ' 

The  contract  for  furnishing  anthracite  to  the 
various  county  institutions  in  Cook  county.  Ill., 
was  awarded  to  Frank  M.  McCarthy,  of  Chicago, 
who  was  the  lowest  bidder,  his  price  being  $6.85 
per  ton. 

The  Sedalia  Lumber  &  Coal  Co.  was  recently 
incorporated  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  with  an  auth¬ 
orized  capital  of  $10,000  for  the  purpose  of 
dealing  in  coal  at  retail.  The  directors  are 
George  L.  Thompson,  William  A.  Winnie,  C.  C. 
Thompson  and  Daniel  R.  Kramer. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  city  water  works 
board  at  Evansville,  Ind.,  the  $3,000  bond  of  the 
Sunnyside  Coal  Co.  was  filed.  This  is  given  as 
a  bond  for  the  faithful  carrying  out  of  the  con¬ 
tract  to  furnish  coal  to  the  pumping  stations 
during  the  ensuing  year. 

Bids  have  been  received  at  Racine,  Wis.,  for 
furnishing  coal  for  the  city  buildings  at  that 
point  and  have  been  referred  to  the  finance  com¬ 
mittee.  One  of  the  bids  was  for  fifty  tons  of 
anthracite  at  $7.23  per  ton ;  another  for  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  at  $3.50@4.00  per  ton. 

The  contract  for  furnishing  coal  to  the  city 
institutions  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  was  recently  award¬ 
ed  to  the  Union  Fuel  Co.,  of  that  city,  which 
will  furnish  bituminous  coal  at  $1.70@2.00  per 
ton,  according  to  the  point  at  which  it  is  to  be 
delivered.  Last  year  the  consumption  reached 
40,000  tons. 

Franklin  M.  Rose,  for  a  number  of  years  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Jeffersonville  Coal  &  Elevator 
Co.  at  Jeffersonville,  Ind.,  in  the  capacity  of 
bookkeeper,  has  resigned  his  position  to  form  a 
partnership  with  Thomas  F.  O’Neil.  They  will 
conduct  a  coal  business  in  that  city  under  the 
firm  name  of  Rose  &  O’Neil. 

A  mysterious  fire  occurred  at  the  barns  of  the 
Hamilton-Parker  Coal  Co..  Columbus,  Ohio,  a 
few  days  ago,  in  which  four  valuable  delivery 
horses  belonging  to  the  company  were  cremated 
and  another  so  badly  burned  it  had  to  be  shot. 
The  loss  on  the  horses  is  estimated  at  $1,600 
and  the  damage  to  the  building  $300. 


Eastern  Jietail  J^otes. 

The  coal  handlers  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  will  hold 
a  picnic  at  Doblcr  Park  on  Saturday,  August 
twelfth. 

W.  A.  Sherwin,  Malone,  N.  Y..  recently  sold 
his  interest  in  the  coal  business  of  Sherwin  &  Son 
to  James  R.  Jones,  of  that  city,  who  has  taken 
possession. 

The  price  of  Lehigh  coal  at  retail  has  advanced 
to  $7.25  per  ton  at  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  Lacka¬ 
wanna  is  selling  at  $7.00.  This  is  an  advance  of 
twentv-five  cents. 

The  Seaconnet  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incor¬ 
porated  at  Portland.  Maine,  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  $150,000.  The  officers  of  the  new  com¬ 
pany  are:  President.  F.  J.  Laughlin,  Portland; 
treasurer,  A.  T.  S.  Clay,  Newton,  Mass. 

The  Eastern  Coal  Co.,  Providence,  R.  I.,  re¬ 
cently  put  a  new  style  delivery  wagon  in  service 
in  that  citv.  from  which  coal  can  be  unloaded  by 
gravity  without  having  to  screw  up  one  end 
of  the  wagon  body  to  secure  a  flow  of  coal. 

F.  T.  Akin  &  Co.,  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  se¬ 
cured  the  contract  for  furnishing  anthracite  for 
the  city  buildings  at  that  point,  and  Garfield  & 
Proctor  the  contract  for  bituminous,  the  price 
for  the  former  being  $6.75  and  for  the  latter 
$4.50. 

The  Mohawk  Valiev  Coal  Co.  was  recently  in¬ 
corporated  at  Utica,  N.  Y..  to  deal  in  coal,  lum¬ 
ber,  etc.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $7,5010. 
The  incorporators  are  Edward  J.  Millspausrh  and 
Arthur  F.  Coates,  of  Utica,  and  Douglas  N. 
Green,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

William  Henry  Jaekson,  of  Long  Island  City. 
L.  T.,  a  prominent  coal  dealer  of  that  place,  died 
a  few  davs  ago  at  Wantagh,  L.  I.  He  had  been 
engaged  in  the  coal  business  there  and  in  Asto¬ 
ria.  N.  Y.,  with  his  brother,  the  late  Andrew 
Jackson,  for  a  number  of  years. 

Bids  recent'v  were  opened  at  Washington.  D. 
C.  for  furnishing-  coal  ♦•o  the  public  buildings 
of  that  citv.  When  the  bids  were  received  they 
were  found  to  be  about  $10,000  higher  in  the  ag¬ 
gregate  than  last  vear.  Accordinglv  they  were 
rejected  and  new  bids  advertised  for. 

Contracts  for  furnishing  fuel  for  the  city  of 
New  Bedford.  Mass.,  were  recentlv  awarded  to 
three  coal  companies  of  that  city.  F.  T.  Akin  & 
Co.  received  the  contract  for  anthracite  at  $6.75 
per  ton;  Garfield  &  Proctor  for  bituminous  coal 
at  $4.50  per  ton,  and  Merton  B.  Ashley  secured 
the  contract  for  charcoal  at  ten  cents'  per  bushel. 

Isaac  T.  Holmes,  a  prominent  retail  dealer  at 
'svracuse,  N.  Y..  died  at  his  home  in  that  city  a 
few  davs  ago  of  cancer  of  the  stomach.  He 
-n-as  for  manv  vears  a  conductor  on  the  New 
York  Centra'  railroad,  but  afterward  engaged  in 
the  coal  business  with  Frank  M.  Ames,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death  was  manager  of  the  yards 
of  Millspaugh  &  Green. 

Some_  delay  has  been  experienced  at  Worce.ster, 
Mass.,  in  signing  the  city  coal  contract,  which 
has  been  awarded  to  the  Sumner  Coal  Co.,  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  fact  that  Charles  F.  Mann,  a  trustee 
of  the  citv  hospital,  is  connected  with  the  Sum- 
ner_  Co.  The  matter  was  investigated  and  it  was 
decided  that  his  connection  with  the  company 
was  not  sufficiently  close  to  warrant  the  cancella¬ 
tion  of  the  contract.  ' 

V 

Southern  Retail  Notes. 

The  price  of  anthracite  at  retail  at  Richmond, 
Va.,  has  been  reduced  to  $6.00  per  ton  for  July, 
although  it  was  selling  at  $6.50  during  June. 

The  contract  for  the  coal  supply  for  the  city 
buildings  of  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  was  awarded  a 
few  days  ago  to  the  Wood  Coal  Co.,  of  that  city. 

The  Erick  Gin,  Fuel  &  Trading  Co.  was  re¬ 
cently  _  incorporated  at  Erick,  Okla.,  with  an 
authorized  capital  of  $25,000.  The  incorporators 
are  J.  L.  Smith  and  B.  F.  Douglas,  of  Delhi; 
J.  P.  Wilmoth.  C.  P.  Norman,  R.  L.  Vining, 
W.  L.  Taylor,  J.  Wiley  Smith  and  C.  M.  Sutton, 
of  Erick;  P.  E.  Nelms,  of  Texola,  and  J.  G. 
Mayfield,  of  Salton. 


Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 

The  Francis  Bros.  Coal  Co.  was  recently  in¬ 
corporated  at  Fairmount,  Ill.  The  incorporators 
are  not  given,  but  the  company  is  capitalized  at 
$50,000. 

The  New  Staunton  Coal  Co.  was  recently  in¬ 
corporated  at  Staunton,  Ill.,  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  $100,000,  which  will  shortly  be  increased 
to  $200,000. 

The  Little  Vermillion  Coal  Co.  was  recently  in¬ 
corporated  at  Georgetown,  Ill.,  with  an  author¬ 
ized  capital  of  $250,000.  The  incorporators  are 

L.  D.  Gass,  M.  B.  Bailey  and  C.  .M.  Swallow. 

The  Elm  Grove  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incor¬ 
porated  at  McLeansboro,  Indiana,  with  an  au¬ 
thorized  capital  of  $2,000.  The  incorporators  are 
John  T.  Barnett,  John  W.  Mitchell  and  Joseph 
E.  Daily. 

The  Edwards  Mining  Co.,  Peoria,  Ill.,  was 
recently  incorporated  for  the  purpose  of  mining 
coal.  The  authorized  capital  is  $2,500  and  the  in¬ 
corporators  are  E.  D.  Edwards,  J.  F.  Geigley  and 
_L.  M.  Cusack. 

The  Erie  Canal  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incor¬ 
porated  at  Boonville,  Indiana,  with  an  author¬ 
ized  capital  of  $20,000.  The  incorporators  are 
Travis  D.  Scales,  William  F.  Weyerbacher  and 
Kenneth  Weyerbacher. 

The  Nicola  Coal  &  Iron  Mines  at  Spokane, 
Wash.,  was  recently  incorporated  with  an  au¬ 
thorized  capital  6f  $1,500,000.  The  incorporators 
are  Lloyd  Scott,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa. ;  Jesse  Bucholz, 
of  Spoka-ne;  George  Beaver,  of  Nicola,  B.  C. ; 

M.  A.  Baker,  of  Spokane,  and  W.  H.  Blackwood, 
of  New  York  city. 

General  Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  contest  over  the  title  of  valuable  coal 
lands,  which  has  been  in  force  for  some  time  in 
the_  vicinity  of  Chestnut,  Mont.,  was  recently 
decided  in  favor  of  J.  W.  Imes,  one  of  the  con¬ 
testants. 

Efforts  are  being  made  at  Highland,  Ill.,  to 
organize  a  coal  company  with  a  capital  of  $10,- 
000.  The  owners  of  land  which  will  be  developed 
by  the  company  will  be  the  principal  stock¬ 
holders. 

The  Canadian  Northern  Pacific  Coal  Co.,  at 
Fernie,  B.  C..  recently  closed  a  contract  with  the 
Branby  Smelter  Co.  to  supply  it  with  all  the 
coke  it  required.  This  contract  calls  for  at  least 
300  tons  per  day. 

A  switch  track  has  been  built  to  the  mine  of 
the  Astona  &  Woodland  Coal  Co.  at  Astoria, 
Ill.,  and  is  now  in  use.  This  mine  is  complete 
in  every  respect  and  in  a  short  time  will  be  pro¬ 
ducing  a  large  tonnage. 

The  government  geological  survey  is  making 
a  thorough  examination  and  test  of  coal  in  south¬ 
ern  Indiana,  sending  three  members  to  Evans- 
■ville  for  the  purpose.  A  special  examination  of 
the  first  district  with  reference  to  coal  deposits 
will  be  made  and  maps  will  also  be  prepared. 

The  Continental  Coal  Mining  Co.,  of  Spring- 
field,  Ill.,  has  dissolved,  the  board  of  directors 
at  a  recent  meeting  having  taken  this  action.  The 
officers  and  directors  were  as  follows:  George 
W.  Kenney,  president;  James  H.  McCrea.  sec¬ 
retary;  Albert  Schamel,  E.  F.  Smith,  E.  S. 
Spindel,  E.  J.  Dunn  and  Matthew  Kramp  di¬ 
rectors. 

The  Pacific  Coast  Co..  Seattle,  Wash.,  will 
send  10,000  tons  of  coal  to  Nome,  Alaska,  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer.  It  was  at  first  thought  that 
the  supply  of  coal  in  Nome  last  winter  would 
suffice  for  this  year,  but  it  has  been  exhausted 
and  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  Alaska 
coal  will  be  an  immediate  competitor  with  that 
from  the  states. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Central  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  was  held  a  few  days  ago. 
The  present  officers  of  the  company,  who  were 
reelected,  are :  R.  H.  Keith,  president ;  Charles 
Campbell,  vice-president;  W.  C.  Perry,  vice- 
president  and  counsel ;  C.  S.  Keith,  general 
manager;  J.  C  Sherwood,  auditor,  and  E,  E. 
Riley,  treasurer. 
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Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Motes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

The  Alabama  Fuel  &  Steel  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Augusta, 
Maine,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $500,000.  The  incorporators  are  H.  M. 
Heath,  Augusta,  president;  ll  J.  Coleman,  Gardiner,  treasurer;  C.  L.  An¬ 
drews,  Augusta,  clerk. 

The  Sunday  Creek  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Jersey  City,  N.  J., 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $4,000,000,  for  the  purpose  of  mining  coal. 
The  incorporators  are  Allen  Wardwell,  C  Roy  Bangs  and  Thomas  Murray, 
all  of  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 


The  Natalie  Coal  Co.,  Shamokin,  Pa.,  recently  issued  notice  that  its 
colliery,  which  has  been  idle  for  over  two  years  on  account  of  a  disagree¬ 
ment  as  to  its  management,  will  resume  operations,  work  being  furnished  to 
1,000  employes. 

The  Cross  Creek  &  West  Virginia  Coal  Co.,  which  has  been  operating 
in  Independence,  Pa.,  for  about  two  months,  has  purchased  800  additional 
acres  of  valuable  coal  land,  partly  in  Independence  township.  Pa.,  and  partly 
in  West  Virginia. 

The  Big  Falls  Coal  Co.,  of  Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  which  was  incorporated 
a  year  ago  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $25,000,  has  become  insolvent  and  a 
special  receiver  has  been  ordered  to  sell  the  coal  lands  of  the  company  in 
Monongahela  county. 


The  Muchoacin  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Jersey  City,  N.  J.. 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $2.50,000.  The  incorporators  are  Harry  M. 
StoflFel,  A.  C.  Bagg  and  I.ouis  B.  Dailey,  of  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 

The  Farmers’  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Morgantown,  W.  Va., 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $200,000. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Westmoreland  Coal  Co.,  Irwin,  Pa.,  broke  all  records  for  the  month 
of  June,  producing  81,820  tons  of  coal  in  the  twenty-four  working  days. 

The* Castle  Shannon  railroad,  which  is  owned  by  the  Pittsburgh  Coal 
Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  it  is  said,  will  probably  be  sold  to  the  Bon  Air  Street 
Railway  Co.,  which  has  applied  at  Harrisburg  for  a  charter. 

The  colliery  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  at  North 
Mahanoy,  Pa.,  has  been  closed  to  permit  of  necessary  repairs,  which  will 
greatly  increase  the  capacity  of  the  operation. 

The  Perry  Hill  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  a  Pennsylvania  corporation,  recently 
purchased  2,000  acres  of  coal  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Keyser,  W.  Va.,  the  con¬ 
sideration  being  $500,000. 

Speculators  at  Claysville,  Pa.,  recently  purchased  1,632  acres  of  coal 
land  in  the  vicinity  of  East  Finley,  Pa.,  the  consideration  being  $82,100.  It  is 
believed  the  purchase  was  made  for  Sloan  &  Glass,  of  Pittsburg. 

The  Salem  Coal  Co.,  Mechanicsburg,  Pa.,  has  made  preparations  for  the 
erection  of  a  new  breaker  at  that  point,  which  will  be  built  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible.  The  product  of  this  operation  will  be  used  in  the  local  trade. 

D.  H.  McPherson,  of  Claysville,  Pa.,  recently  sold  his  farm  of  428 
acres  near  Washington,  Pa.,  for  $40  per  acre.  The  purchasers  were  C.  C. 
Wolfe  and  J.  N.  Montgomery,  supposed  to  be  acting  for  a  syndicate  of  capi¬ 
talists. 

The  new  coal  tipple  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  at  Reel’s  Mills, 
near  Boyd,  Md.,  recently  caught  fire  and  was  completely  destroyed,  together 
with  all  the, coal  in  the  tipple  and  a  great  deal  of  machinery,  causing  a  loss 
of  $10,000. 


G.  J.  Boyd  and  F.  M.  Boyd,  of  Beaver  Falls,  Pa.,  recently  sold  their 
farm  in  that  vicinity  to  H.  M.  Pauli  and  F.  M.  Ward,  of  that  dty,  the  con- 
sidcrarton  being  $6,000.  The  new  owners  will  open  a  mine  in  a  short  time 
and  will  also  operate  a  brick  plant  on  the  properties. 

Peter  Toole,  of  Shenandoah.  Pa.,  John  Lynch,  of  Ashland,  and  David  G. 
Thompson,  of  Tower  City,  Pa.,  have  been  appointed  to  head  the  mine  exam¬ 
ining  boards  of  the  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  anthracite  districts,  respectively, 
of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania.  The  term  of  office  is  two  years. 

A  terrible  explosion  occurred  recently  at  the  shaft  of  the  Taylor  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  near  Seabright,  Pa.,  which  resulted  in  the  death  of  five  men 
and  serious  injuries  to  four  others,  one  of  whom  may  die.  The  cause  of  the 
explosion  is  not  known,  though  it  may  have  been  caused  by  mine  gas. 

The  Delaware^  &  Hudson  Co..  Plymouth,  Pa.,  has  suspended  operations 
at  its  Boston  colliery  in  that  vicinity  for  at  least  a  month  until  necessary 
repairs  can  be  made.  This  is  one  of  the  oldest  collieries  in  the  anthra¬ 
cite  field,  and  it  is  imperative  that  it  be  equipped  with  new  and  modem 
machinery. 

A  syndicate  of  Greensburg,  Pa.,  capitalists,  headed  by  Jay  R.  Spiegel 
and  John  Brunot,  who.  recently  incorporated  the  Pryor  Coal  Co.  at  that 
point,  has  secured  options  on  large  tracts  of  Pittsburg  coal  lands  near 
Pryor  Station,  Pa.  The  company  will  shortly  begin  the  active  development 
of  this  property. 

It  is  said  that  the  Somerset  &  Westmoreland  railroad  syndicate,  Somer¬ 
set,  Pa.,  is  about  to  buy  the  IJrsina  &  North  Fork  railroad,  a  coal  road  of 
that  state,  of  which  George  J.  Humbert,  of  Connellsville,  is  president,  Wilfred 
Johnson,  of  New  York  city,  general  manager,  and  Samuel  Baurer,  general 
counsel,  New  York  city. 

The  Pittsburg  Block  Coal  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  recently  held  an  im¬ 
portant  meeting,  at  which  J.  K.  Ewing  was  elected  president  and  treasurer; 
C.  J.  Davis,  of  Steubenville,  vice-president ;  Harry  E.  Zaring,  secretary.  The 
company  is  makine  preparations  for  increased  development  of  its  properties 
in  the  vicinity  of  Pittsburg.  1  1 


Delaware,  Lackawanna  it  Western  Railroad  Co. 

MINES  AND  CARRIES  TO  MARKET 

s.  o.  sche>n:ok;,  iVgt. 


Shipments  *‘AII  Rail,”  and  from  yards  and  docks  at  Chicago  and  Toledo. 


Soft  Coal  Department :  BLACK  BAND 

C.  L.  DERINC, 

When  you  buy  “SCRANTON” 

Mined  in  West  Virginia. 

Manager  Chicago  Office, 

be  sure  you  get  the  GENUINE 

NOTE!  Not  genuine  unless  invoice  is  accom* 
panled  by  certificate  from  this  office.  1 

1000-10  Old  Colony. 

D.  L.  &  W.  Scranton. 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

We  beg  to  advise  that  on  Wednesday,  April 
19th,  1905,  the  general  offices  of  this  company 
were  removed  to  the  second  floor,  Railway 
Exchange  Building,  corner  Michigan  Avenue 
and  Jackson  Boulevard,  Chicago,  Ill. 

The  Jones  4  Adams  Company 

TelepKone  HoLirlsorv  3720 
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Literary  Notes, 

Rudyard  Kipling  has  not  been  of  late  a  frequent  contributor  to  magazines.  The 
August  Century  will  contain  a  story  by  him,  a  tale  of  Americans  in  England  called,  “An 
Habitation  Enforced.”  The  story  is  said  to  be  an  unusually  long  one  for  Mr.  Kipling, 
so  long  that  The  Century  editors  were  minded  at  first  to  print  it  in  two  numbers,  but 
it  was  decided  to  let  it  all  appear  in  the  midsummer  holiday  issue. 

From  the  standpoint  of  fashion  the  August  Delineator  is  a  most  attractive  num¬ 
ber,  portraying  the  midsummer  styles  in  all  their  charm  and  variety:  and  it  contain^ 
beside  the  fashions,  many  features  of  interest  to  the  general  reader  and  practical 
householder.  The  first  chapters  of  a  new  serial  story  by  Helen  M.  Winslow  is  an 
item  of  note;  it  is  called  “A  Spinster  Farm”  and  relates  the  actual  experience  of 
a  woman  who  forsook  the  busy  city  for  the  countryside  and  found  there  real  peace 
and  happiness.  “The  Lucky-Piece”  is  continued,  and  there  are  also  short  stories  by 

(Continued  on  page  88)  • 


Attractive  Investments 
in  Coal  Lands 

can  now  be  made  in  the  Cahaba  Fields  of  Ala¬ 
bama,  recently  penetrated  by  the  Seaboard’s  Bir¬ 
mingham  extension. 

One  particularly  profitable  opportunity  embraces 
3,000  acres  carrying  four  veins,  two  of  them  four  feet 
each,  and  two  three  feet  each.  One  of  the  latter 
now  in  operation  producing  250  tons  daily,  with 
an  established  market  in  Alabama,  Georgia,  North 
and  South  Carolina.  City  water  works,  Atlanta, 
Ga.,  and  Cedartown,  Ga.,  use  this  coal  in  prefer¬ 
ence  to  all  others.  Property  also  has  fine  water 
power,  deposits  of  iron  ore,  lime  stone  and  mould¬ 
ing  sand,  and  good  timber,  making  an  ideal 
furnace  proposition.  Owner  has  not  sufficient 
capital  to  develop  to  maximum,  and  will  sell  or 
join  responsible  parties  in  more  extensive  opera¬ 
tions.  Seaboard  will  contract  tor  supply  of  com= 
pany  fuel  at  a  guaranteed  profit  to  the  operator. 

For  additional  information  concerning  this  and 
other  properties  address 

J.  W.  WHITE 

General  Ind.  Agent,  SEABOARD  AIR  LINE  RAILWAY 

Portsmouth,  Virginia 


Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes, 

New  Southern  Enterprises. 

The  A.  Springer  Coal  Co.,  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  was  recently  incorporated 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $100,000. 

The  West  Corona  Coal  Co.  was  recently  inco^orated  at  Montgomery, 
Ala.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $50,000.  The  incorporators  are  Robert 
W.  Palmer,  Peyton  Norvell,  F.  G.  Norris,  W.  P.  Yateam  and  Dr.  Charles  B. 
Jackson. 

The  Bonham  Coal  &  Oil  Co.,  of  Bonham,  Tex.,  was  recently  incorporated 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $25,000.  The  officers  of  the  new  company  are 
W.  A.  Bramlette,  president;  L.  C.  Pendell,  vice-president,  and  Jeff  l3avis, 
secretary  and  treasurer. 

The  Degnan  &  McConnell  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at 
Howe,  I.  T.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $200,000.  The  incorporators  are 
James  Degnan,  James  McConnell,  Zack  W.  Tinker  and  Arthur  J.  Fitz¬ 
simmons.  This  company  will  succeed  the  Mexican  Gulf  Transportation  Co., 
of  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

The  McAlester  Washer  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Krebs,  I.  T.,  with 
an  authorized  capital  of  $50,000,  for  the  purpose  of  owning  and  operating  a 
coal-washing  plant.  The  incorporators  are  William  Busby,  president ;  Ralph 
Busby,  secretary;  James  Duncan,  of  Alton,  Ill.,  D.  C.  Welch,  J.  C.  Reed  and 
James  Elliott,  of  Krebs,  directors. 

The  Blue  Ridge  Coal  &  Wood  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Asheville, 
N.  C.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $10,000,  with  the  privilege  of  increasing 
to  $25,000.  The  incorporators  are  W.  A.  Boyce,  E.  W.  Patton,  Thomas  S. 
Rollins,  F.  R.  Grant,  Frank  Longhraji,  Gay  Green,  Wiley  B.  Brown,  J.  R. 
Oates,  J.  C.  Pritchard,  J.  M,  Gudger  Jr.,  all  of  Asheville,  and  R.  S.  ^msey, 
of  Marshall,  N.  C. 

The  Crow  Creek  Coal  &  Land  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Chatta¬ 
nooga,  Tenn.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $50,000,  to  develop  the  Alger 
tract  of  coal  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Anderson,  Tenn,  The  incorporators 
are  Xenophon  Wheeler,  J.  E.  Loomis,  D.  P,  Montague,  T.  G.  Montague 
and  J.  M,  Trimble,  all  of  Chattanooga.  Development  work  will  be  com¬ 
menced  immediately. 

General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Mississippi  River  Canal  Coal  Co.,  at  Birmingham,  Ala.,  has  filed 
a  petition  in  bankruptcy,  to  settle  claims  of  several  creditors  at  Birmingham 
and  Patton,  Ala. 

The  Birmingham  Railway,  Light  &  Power  Co.,  Birmingham,  Ala.,  re¬ 
cently  began  the  construction  of  a  novel  coal  handling  device,  which  will 
cost  about  $100,000.  A  cement  coal  bin,  400  feet  in  length,  will  be  built. 


CP  nnWHAM  MINERand  SHIPPER 

■  III  DUvf  IflHH  ANTHRACITE -COKE- BITUMINOUS 

SOIiE  8H1PPKR 

**ATOca”  (Pittnton  District).  ^^Lopez”  (Bernice  District). 

911ME  ACIEIVT 

‘•Buck  Mountain”  ‘‘Perfection”  Hailthlnc. 

“Bie  Vein  LehlKh”  “Best”  €ias 

“Wilkes  Barre”  “White  Oak  Stsam 

And  other  grades  Anthracite  And  other  grades  BltanUaems 
Connelisville,  Latrobe,  Crallltzin  and  West  Virginia  Coke. 

AODRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  119  WILLIAM  ST.,  PIHSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P.  R.  R.,  P.  &  R.  R.  R., 
ll.  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R.,  and  their  connections. 


For  additional  information  concerning  this  and 
other  properties  address 

J.  W.  WHITE 

General  Ind.  Agent,  SEABOARD  AIR  LINE  RAILWAY 

Portsmouth,  Virginia 
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MIME  ACiEMT 

“Buck  Mountain”  “Perfection”  Hailthlng. 

“Big  Vein  Lehigh”  “Best”  €ias 

“Wilkes  Barre”  “White  Oak  Steam 

And  other  grades  Anthracite  And  other  grades  BltanUaems 
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AODRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  119  WILLIAM  ST.,  PIHSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P.  R.  R.,  P.  &  R.  R.  R., 
ll.  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R.,  and  their  connections. 
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which  will  be  suspended  above  the  railroad  tracks  and  will  extend  the  entire 
length  of  the  boiler  room  at  the  company’s  plant  in  that  city. 

The  Tennessee  Coal,  Iron  &  Railway  Co.,  of  Birmingham,  Ala.,  is  making 
a  number  of  improvements  at  its  mines  near  Ensley,  Ala.,  and  is  rapidly  in¬ 
creasing  its  operating  force. 

The  Deering  Harvesting  Co.,  of  Oiicago,  recently  bought  60,000  acres 
of  coal  and  timber  land  in  Hardin  and  Letcher  counties,  Ky.  Development 
will  be  commenced  soon  by  the  conipaity. 

The  Galloway  Coal  Co.,  Birmingham,  Ala.,  recently  signed  the  miners’ 
contract.  Nearly  three  hundred  miners  are  employed  by  this  company  at  its 
mines  at  Garnsey,  Ala.  John  R.  Pill  is  general  manager  of  the  company. 

The  Rhodes  coal  lands  at  Brushy  Mountain,  Tenn.,  were  recently  pur¬ 
chased  by  the  state  and  will  be  developed,  furnishing  employment  to  convicts. 
The  consideration  was  $18,000  and  the  property  included  500  acres  of  coal. 

M.  P.  Gentry  Hillman,  of  Birmingham,  Ala.,  was  recently  appointed 
to  the  position  of  general  superintendent  of  blast  furnaces  for  the  Tennessee 
Coal,  Iron  &  Railway  Co.  at  Birmingham,  the  appointment  taking  effect 
Wednesday,  July  fifth. 

The  Blocton-Cahaba  Coal  Co.,  of  Birmingham,  Ala.,  recently  gave  its 
annual  picnic  to  its  employes,  which  was  held  at  Coleander,  Ala.  The 
Birmingham  offices  of  the  company  were  closed  and  a  general  good  time 
was  participated  in  by  those  present,  there  being  nearly  600  members  in 
the  party. 

V 

Literary  J\[otes. 

(Continued  from  page  17) 

Cyrus  Townsend  Brady  and  Lynn  Roby  Meekins.  Of  general  interest  are  articles  on 
“Old-Fashioned  Timepieces,”  and  “Old-Time  Suipmer  Resorts,”  apd  on  Martin  Luther’s 
famous  hymn,  “A  Mighty  Fortress  Is  Our  God.”  Mothers  will  find  Dr.  Murray’s  paper 
on  “Feeding  the  Child”  well  worth  reading,  and'  for  the  children  themselves  there  are 
entertaining  stories  and  pastimes,  including  an  “Animal  Fairy  Tale’t  by  L.  Frank  Baum, 
and  a  “Son  Riley  Rabbit”  story.  House  plans  and  house  furnishing  ideas  and  sug- 
’gestions  in  cookery  and  other  housewifely  matters  complete  the  number,  which  is  of 
much  interest  throughout. 

The  July  number  of  Recreation  will  delight  the  sportsman’s  heart.  It  contains  some 
of  the  most  interesting  hunting  and  fishing  stories  imaginable,  and  the  departments  are 
brimful  of  splendid  hints  for  the  man  who  goes  to  tbe  woods  and  waters  for  pleasures. 


sport  and  health.  The  leading  story  is  entitled  “Buffalo  Hunting  Thirty-five  Years  Ago,” 
written  by  Cap.  James  W.  Dixon,  an  old  army  officer,  who  watched  the  gradual  anni¬ 
hilation  of  the  bison  on  tbe  western  frontier  when  the  white  men  and  Indians  thought 
the  supply  inexhaustible.  The  story  is  quaintly  reminiscent  and  well  illustrated.  Carl 
E.  Ackerman  has  a  splendid  illustrated  paper  on  the  turkey  buzzard,  in  which  this 
strange  bird  is  described  in  its  native  wilds  and  mountain  fastnesses. 


NEW  REVERSIBLE 

WARRANTED  STRONGEST 

Price  for  12  lb.  Rail,  $  9  00  net. 

Price  for  20  lb.  Kail,  10.00  net. 

Price  lor  35  lb.  Rail,  13..50  net. 

Price  for  50  lb.  Rail,  20.00  net. 

COAL  DRILLS 
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Tool  Co. 

Box  377 
Pittsburg, 

Pa. 


Black,  Field  ^  Emmons  Co. 


MINERS  AND  SHIPPERS 


Somerset  County  (Pa..)  Smokeless  Coa.ls. 
Office,  1  Broadway,  NEW  YORK  PHILADELPHIA 

LINE  SHIPMENTS  TO  ALL  POINTS 


t  BROADWAY.  NEW  YORK. 

BRANCH  offices; 


£.  O.  SOHEBMERHOBN,  Eastern  Sales  Agent, 
141  Milk  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

WILLIAMS,  WELLS  &  CO., 

40  Meadow  St.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 


W.  T.  ROBERTS,  Western  Sales  Agent, 
1112  Prudential  Bldg.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

F.  N.  PEASE,  Southwestern  Sales  Agent, 
210  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago,  Ill. 
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General  Review 

Leading  coal  markets  of  the  country  are  so  devoid  of  features 
this  week  that  it  is  almost  sufficient  in  referring  to  the  situation  to 
■  say  that  business  is  dull  and  quiet.  This  is  not  quite  the  whole  truth, 
however,  for  there  are  some  features  which  are  of  more  than  passing 
interest.  The  eastern  bituminous  trade  holds  fairly  steady,  while  there 
is  nominal  activity  in  some  departments  of  the  anthracite  business. 
In  the  west  prices  on  bituminous  coal  are  low,  and  there  is  consid¬ 
erable  pressure  to  sell  nearly  all  descriptions,  with  prices  crumbling 
somewhat  in  the  leading  markets  as  a  result  of  this  pressure.  Stag¬ 
nation  prevails  in  the  western  anthracite  trade  and  the  volume  of 
orders  is  so  small  that  vacations  are  in  order  because  there  is  nothing 
for  part  of  the  office  force  to  do.  The  anthracite  shipping  companies 
are  encouraged  though,  for  the  reason  that  demand  undoubtedly  will 
commence  within  five  or  six  weeks  and  the  volume  of  business 
at  that  time  will  be  of  sufficient  proportions  to  balance  the  slack 
demand  at  present. 

The  most  important  feature  of  the  eastern  bituminous  trade  is  in 
connection  with  the  Atlantic  coastwise  movement.  Freight  rates 
from  loading  ports  to  New  England  and  sound  ports  are  on  the  lowest 
basis  for  some  time,  while  insurance  rates  are  at  the  minimum  and 
there  is  plenty  of  vessel  tonnage  offering.  This  is  resulting  in  a 
heavy  movement  of  bituminous  coal  to  buyers  who  carefully  gauge 
conditions  and  are  foresighted  enough  to  know  that  they  will  not  be 
able  to  buy  coal  under  any  more  favorable  conditions  during  the 
next  six  to  eight  months.  At  shoal-water  ports  and  at  discharging 
ports  located  on  rivers  where  the  ice  makes  early  there  is  a  good  move¬ 
ment.  Considerable  of  this  coal  is  going  into  storage  to  be  consumed 
next  winter.  It  is  probable  that  this  feature  of  demand  will  con¬ 
tinue  until  such  time  as  all  the  tonnage  required  at  such  points  has 
been  moved.  By  that  time,  the  regular  fall  and  winter  movement 
will  be  experienced,  so  that  the  outlook  is  for  increasing  activity  with 
the  development  of  the  season.  There  is  a  fair  movement  eastward 
of  all-rail  bituminous  coal,  but  principally  on  contract  requirements 
which  seem  to  be  in  excess  of  a  year  ago  at  this  time. 

A  careful  summary  of  the  eastern  markets  shows,  too,  that  the 
volume  of  tonnage  under  contracts  this  year  is  greater  than  last 
season.  Buyers  who  did  not  obligate  themselves  last  winter  found 
that  for  several  weeks  they  were  obliged  to  pay  comparatively  high 
spot  prices.  This  taught  them  a  lesson  in  covering  ‘their  future  wants 
and  as  a  consequence  they  were  more  eager  to  enter  into  contracts  the 
present  spring  and  summer.  In  a  measure  contract  business,  if  of 
sufficient  volume,  is  an  important  feature  of  the  market.  It  insures 
stability  of  price  and  a  steady  movement  into  regular  channels,  thus 
preventing  accumulations  of  coal  at  distributing  centers.  These  con¬ 
gestions  are  more  likely  to  occur  when  every  one  is  buying  in  the  open 
market  for  the  reason  that  demand  fluctuates  from  week  to  week. 
When  a  buyer  contracts  to  take  a  certain  tonnage  each  month  or 
week,  he  makes  provision  for  storing  such  coal  as  is  not  required  im¬ 
mediately  and  prices  hold  to  a  steadier  tone  because  this  coal  is  out  of 
the  open  market.  ® 

Bituminous  markets  outside  of  New  York  and  the  important 
coast  points  are  largely  nominal.  At  Buffalo  there  is  not  a  wide  de¬ 
mand  for  coal,  most  of  the  distribution  at  present  being  to  meet 
steam  requirements.  Demand  from  interior  points  and  from  Canada 
holds  about  steady,  with  prices  rather  inclined  toward  weakness. 

Some  Lake  Ports  Are  Congested. 

In  the. western  bituminous  trade  a  feature  has  developed  at  some 
^  of  the  lower  lake  Erie  ports  which  has  resulted  in  a  congestion  of 
coal  on  track.  Some  of  the  boats  engaged  in  the  ore  carrying  trade 
are  returning  to  Duluth  light  in  preference  to  taking  cargoes  of  coal, 
and  as  a  result  vessels  are  not  always  available  at  loading  points  when 
the  coal  arrives.  It  is  reported  from  Toledo  there  has  been  a  con¬ 
gestion  of  loaded  coal  cars,  owing  to  lack  of  vessels  and  that  opera¬ 
tions  in  the  Hocking  valley  were  interrupted  for  this  reason.  It  is 
expected  that  this  congestion  will  be  relieved  within  a  short  time. 


of  tKe  Markets. 

but  just  at  present  it  is  a  factor  of  some  importance.  Some  of  the 
vessel  men  claim  that  present  rates  on  coal  up  the  great  lakes  are  too 
low  and  that  the  business  is  unprofitable.  This  is  given  as  a  reason 
for  the  lack  of  vessels. 

Outside  of  the  lake  trade,  the  demand  for  all-rail  bituminous 
coal  is  vei7  light  and  prices  are  on  a  weak  basis.  In  the  Chicago 
market  Fairmont,  Youghiogheny  splint.  Hocking  and  Indiana  and 
Illinois  coals  are  on  a  weak  basis,  with  prices  ragged  and  the  minimum 
quotations  lower  than  at  any  time  since  early  spring.  West  Virginia 
smokeless  coals  in  western  markets  are  holding  steady  on  the  circular 
basis,  although  from  some  quarters  there  is  considerable  complaint 
that  the  volume  of  business  is  not  satisfactory. 

Talk  of  Labor  Situation  In  the  East. 

In  the  anthracite  trade  there  seems  to  be  an  increasing  interest 
in  the  prospect  of  labor  troubles  in  the  region  next  spring.  This  sub¬ 
ject  is  attracting  more  attention  in  the  east  than  in  the  west,  where 
consumers  are  more  largely  dependent  on  anthracite  as  a  fuel.  Some 
of  the  eastern  newspapers  are  calling  attention  to  the  likelihood  of 
a  strike  with  the  expiration  of  the  present  agreement.  Indications 
point  to  the  fact  that  each  side  will  demand  some  concessions  next 
spring.  The  operators  claim  to  be  tired  of  the  conciliation  board 
and  the  rather  complicated  machinery  which  was  arranged  under  the 
arbitration  award.  They  point  to  the  fact  that  this  board  rather  has 
a  tendency  to  disturb  the  discipline  at  the  mines,  inasmuch  as  miners 
can  appeal  to  it  at  any  time,  and  do  make  many  appeals  to  it  with  a 
view  to  bettering  their  conditions. 

It  is  claimed  that  the  recent  efforts  of  President  Mitchell  have 
been  largely  devoted  to  strengthening  the  miners’  organization  in  the 
anthracite  fields.  He  has  spent  most  of  the  time  during  the  past  two 
months  in  the  region  with  a  view  to  increasing  the  loyalty  of  the 
membership.  This  was  done,  it  is  said,  to  prepare  for  any  possible 
struggle  that  may  occur  next  spring.  On  the  other  hand  it  is 
claimed  that  the  operators  are  also  making  preparations  for  any  labor 
eventualities  which  may  occur  by  increasing  their  storage  facilities 
and  in  numerous  other  ways.  It  frequently  happens  that  in  a  drawn 
battle  neither  side  is  satisfied.  This  seems  to  be  about  the  situation 
in  the  anthracite  fields.  The  arbitration  award  granted  slight  con¬ 
cessions  to  both  sides,  but  each  feels  that  it  has  grievances  which 
market  Fairmont,  Youghiogheny  splint.  Hocking  and  Indiana  and 
must  be  adjusted,  and  sooner  or  later  there  must  be  a  Titanic  strug¬ 
gle  which  will  result  in  oAe  side  being  the  victor  and  the  other  the 
vanquished.  Whether  that  struggle  will  occur  next  spring  or  not 
remains  to  be  seen,  but  it  is  an  inevitable  event  of  the  future.  Possi¬ 
bly  the  sooner  it  occurs  and  is  over  with  the  better  for  all  concerned. 

Production  in  the  anthracite  fields  during  July  will  probably  be 
the  lightest  of  any  month  the  present  year.  Many  of  the  operations 
are-  closed  for  repairs,  while  others  are  planning  to  suspend  for  a 
week  or  two  to  make  preparations  for  the  fall  and  winter  run.  The 
suspension  during  the  holiday  week  also  reduced  the  amount  of  coal 
produced. 

Most  of  the  current  production,  however,  is  being  readily  ab¬ 
sorbed,  although  comparatively  speaking  there  is  a  wide  difference 
between  the  volume  of  business  now  and  thirty  days  ago.  In  the  east 
there  is  a  good  demand  at  shoal-water  ports  and  storage  is  being  sup¬ 
plied  rapidly  with  coal.  The  barge  service  of  the  various  companies 
is  fairly  well  employed  in  moving  this  coal,  although  there  are  some 
delays  at  times,  owing  to  light  arrivals  or  for  other  reasons.  In  the 
eastern  all-rail  trade,  all  the  orders  have  not  yet  been  supplied,  but 
those  who  have  not  received  coal  are  not  exerting  much  pressure  to 
have  it  forwarded.  The  monthly  discount  is  so  small  at  this  time 
that  this  is  not  the  same  incentive  to  secure  coal  it  was  in  May  and 
June,  and  consumptive  demand  is  at  a  low  point.  Both  these  fea¬ 
tures  obviate  the  necessity  of  urgent  movement  and  accordingly  quiet 
conditions  prevail. 
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Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  West. 


Office  of  T he  Black  Diamond, 
Chicago,  III.,  July  21. 

Efforts  to  force  the  sale  of  coal  at  this  time  of 
the  year  on  the  part  of  producers  and  shippers 
have  resulted  in  a  ragged  market  on  nearly  all 
descriptions,  with  prices  variable  and  current  trad¬ 
ing  showing  a  wide  range  of  values.^  This  is 
particularly  true  of  all  kinds  of  bituminous  coal, 
with  the  single  exception  of  smokeless,  which  is 
offered  on  the  circular  basis  and  firmly  held. 
Other  descriptions  of  bituminous  coal,  even  in¬ 
cluding  eastern  products,  which  have  been  fairly 
steady  in  western  markets,  show  the  widest  va¬ 
riation  in  quoted  prices  of  any  time  this  year, 
making  the  market  difficult  to  gauge  and*  equally 
as  difficult  to  describe. 

As  to  the  general  volume  of  business,  there 
is  as  much  diverse  sentiment  as  there  is  varia¬ 
tion  in  prices.  Some  of  the  leading  factors^  com¬ 
plain  of  unusual  quietness,  while  others  maintain 
that  they  are  receiving  a  larger  number  of  or¬ 
ders  at  present  than  they  did  a  week  or  a  fort¬ 
night  ago.  The  optimists,  however,  are  in  the 
minority.  It  is  probable  that  where  extraordi¬ 
nary  efforts  are  being  made  to  push  out  for 
business  and  these  efforts  are  being  backed  up 
by  a  large  amount  of  capital  and  the  right  kind 
of  business  methods,  results  are  being  attained. 
Generally  speaking,  though,  the  past  week  has 
been  a  quiet  one,  and  in  the  aggregate  the  volume 
of  coal  tonnage  moved  from  the  western  mines 
has  not  been  satisfactory. 

'I’lirougli  Hates  Matter  of  Interest. 

Extraneous  to  direct  general  market  conditions 
as  applying  to  Chicago  and  the  northwest,  the 
withdrawal  of  through  rates  on  two  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  trunk  lines  into  the  northwest,  on  Thursday 
of  this  week,  was*  the  subject  of  most  interest. 
In  some  instances  contracts  were  taken  by  ship¬ 
pers  and  producers  into  territory  reached  only 
by  these  roads  at  prices  f.  o.  b.  destination.  The 
withdrawal  of  these  through  rates  leaves  those 
who  made  such  contracts  in  an  extremely  unfortu¬ 
nate  position.  To  fill  them  they  will  be  obliged 
to  pay  a  much  higher  freight  rate  than  formerly. 
To  fail  to  fill  them  probably  will  result  in  legal 
complications.  A  fair  indication  of  the  hardship 
which  will  be  caused  may  be  cited  in  connection 
with  one  contract  taken  at  Aurora,  Ill.  Under 
the  old  arrangement  a  rate  was  made  to  that 
point  from  the  mines  on  about  the  same  basis 
as  to  Chicago,  and  the  contract  was  based  on  this 
rate.  Under  the  new  plan  the  rate  to  Aurora  is 
the  rate 'to  Chicago,  plus  sixty  cents,  the  local 
rate  from  Chicago  to  that  point.  This  additional 
cost  of  transportation,  in  all  probability,  will  re¬ 
sult  in  a  loss  of  fifty  cents  a  ton  on  the  quota  of 
coal  remaining  undelivered  under  that  specific 
contract.  In  times  of  keen  competition  and  low 
.  prices  like  those  at  present  this  involves  a  hard¬ 
ship  which  producers  can  not  well  meet.  The 
railroads  which  have  withdrawn  through  rates 
have  been  approached  by  leading  coal  shippers  and  , 
asked  to  protect  contracts  made  before  the  rates 
were  withdrawn.  It  is  understood  that  they  have 
refused  to  do  this  in  every  instance  where  the 
matter  has  been  brought  to  their  attention. 

Where  some  of  the  leading  eastern  roads  have 
withdrawn  rates  during  the  mining  year,  after 
contracts  were  made,  they  have  protected  the 
latter  until  they  have  expired.  There  has  been 
much  complaint  from  coal  shippers  because  this 
is  not  being  done  in  the  west.  Some  of  the 
leading  shipping  companies  seem  to  think  that 
the  railroads  will  again  establish  through  rates 
on  all-rail  coal  in  response  to  the  popular 
clamor,  basing  their  prediction  on  the  fact  that 
they  have  been  withdrawn  several  times  in  the 
past  and  always  have  been  made  effective  again 
after  having  been  out  for  a  short  time. 

Production  Is  about  Fifty  per  Cenf 

Not  all  the  production  of  western  mines  is  be¬ 
ing  utilized  at  present.  In  Illinois,  Indiana  and 
Iowa  it  is  probable  that  the  total  output  last 
week  was  not  over  fifty  per  cent  of  normal  ca¬ 
pacity.  This  week  it  will  not  be  in  excess  of 
that  percentage,  if  it  is  quite  up  to  it.  Little 
coal  is  going  into  storage  at  present,  but  most 
of  the  production  applies  on  current  requirements. 


It  is  not  expected  that  much  coal  will  be  stocked 
before  the  middle  of  August,  but  at  that  time 
dealers  will  begin  to  “yard”  some  coal  in  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  deliveries  for  winter  needs  .and  to  bring 
stocks  up  to  the  normal  point. 

In  the  anthracite  trade  there  are  no  features 
of  great  importance.  Tlje  universal  complaint 
of  western  shipping  agents  is  that  demand  is 
unusually  dull,  and  the  expectation  seems  to  be 
that  it  will  continue  so  for  the  next  thirty  days. 
In  this  connection  it  is  added  that  collections  are 
unusually  bad  and  that  it  is  difficult  to  secure 
the  money  on  accounts  past  due.  Shipping  agents 
are  devoting  rather  more  attention  to  collections 
at  the  moment  than  they  are  to  sales.  They 
realize  that  it  is  practically  impossible  to  increase 
the  volume  of  the  latter;  that  no  amount  of 
drumming  will  result  in  dealers  and  consumers 
taking  in  coal  when  they  either  have  their  bins 
full  or  do  not  care  to  buy  at  present,  so  that 
naturally  the  financial  end  of  the  business  is  re¬ 
ceiving  most  attention.  Poor  collections,  while 
not  easily  explainable,  are  due  as  much  to  the 
mild  season  last  winter  as  to  any  one  cause.  A 
large  number  of  dealers  carried  over  considerable 
stocks  of  anthracite  into  the  spring,  on  which 
they  have  not  been  able  to  realize,  and  this  has 
crippled  them  to  some  extent  in  meeting  obliga¬ 
tions  where  they  have  been  obliged  to  order 
coal  during  the  spring  and  summer  for  sorting 
up  purposes.  During  the  mild  winter  they  did 
not  make  as  much  money  as  usual,  and  conse¬ 
quently  it  will  require  an  active  year  before 
they  are  again  in  as  good  shape  financially  as 
they  were  during  the  early  part  of  1904. 

Antbraclte  Sliliiments  Are  about  Xorinal. 

Movement  of  anthracite  by  lake  and  rail  to 
western  points  continues  to  meet  all  requirements. 
The  report  of  the  Chicago  bureau  of  coal  statistics 
up  to  the  first  of  July  shows  that  anthracite 
movement  by  lake  for  the  first  half  of  the  year 
was  90,000  tons  in  excess  of  the  same  period^  in 
1904,  while  the  rail  movement  for  the  same  period 
was  45.000  tons  less,  showing  the  total  receipts 
for  the  first  six  months  to  have  been,  approximate¬ 
ly,  45,000  more  than  the  previous  year.  This 
makes  the  movement  practically  normal  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  previous  year,  the  fluctuation  in 
the  totals  being  slight  when  compared  with  the 
volume  of  anthracite  brought  to  this  city,  ap¬ 
proximately  1,125,000  tons  for  the  season  thus 
far.  At  present  there  is  a  sufficient  tonnage  of 
all-rail  coal  coming  forward  to  the  west  to  meet 
practically  all  requirements,  while  the  lake  move¬ 
ment  to  Chicago  practically  is  all  going  into 
storage  to  meet  future  needs. 

In  the  bituminous  list  there  are  some  changes 
from  last  week  in  the  range  of  quoted  prices. 
There  is  more  pressure  to  sell  in  some  quarters, 
and  as  a  consequence  minimum  prices  are  lower, 
while  maximum  prices  are  maintained  on  afiout 
the  same  basis  as  formerly,  there  having  been 
no  occasion  for  advancing  them. 

Smokeless  C^oals  Continue  Steady 

Smokeless  coals  continue  to  show  a  steady  tone 
as  to  prices.  Some  shipping  companies  report 
that  the  volume  of  business  is  not  up  to  their  ex¬ 
pectations,  while  others  say  that  July  deliveries 
thus  far  will  compare  very  favorably  with  last 
year.  The  only  weakness  in  this  product  is  in 
the  retail  price,  which  continues  so  low  that  it 
is  almost  impossible  for  dealers  to  make  any 
profit  after  paying  cartage  and  unloading  charges. 
Carlot  prices  are  steady  and  without  deviation 
on  the  basis  of  $1.00@1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for 
run-of-mine  or  $3.05@3.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  There 
does  not  seem  to  be  quite  as  much  pressure  to 
sell  lump  and  egg  as  there  was,  and  the  market 
is  being  well  sustained  on  the  basis  of  $1.50@ 
1.60  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or  $3.55@3.65  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago.  Rescreened  run-of-mine  produced  by  one 
company  is  held  on  the  basis  of  $1.00@1.10  f.  o. 
b.  the  mine  or  $3.05@3.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Thin- 
vein  is  not  much  in  evidence,  but  is  quoted  on 
the  basis  of  95c@$1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.00 
@3.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

On  the  splint  list  demurrage  coal  has  been  a 
factor  in  the  Chicago  market  during  the  week, 
and  some  of  this  product  has  sold  as  low  as 
$2.90  f.  o.  b.  this  city  or  $1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 


loaded  in  open  cars.  Coal  loaded  in  box  cars 
has  sold  at  an  advance  of  only  five  cents  in  some 
instances.  Most  of  the  splint  under  demurrage 
is  coming  from  private  sources,  without  final 
disposition  when  it  arrives,  and  this  is  the  source 
of  the  trouble.  Kanawha  coal  is  offered  for  de¬ 
livery  at  $1.15@1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or  $3.05 
@3.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  the  minimum  price  repre¬ 
senting  the  figures  obtained  in  movement  to 
jobbers.  Some  contracts  are  being  closed  on  the 
basis  of  minimum  prices  obtained.  Winifrede 
splint  loaded  in  box  cars  is  being  held  at  $1.W 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  in' 
movement  to  the  trade.  Jobbers  obtain  the  usual 
concessions. 

Fairmont  Coals  AVeak  at  Chlcatto. 

Fairmont  coals  in  the  Chicago  market  seem  to 
be  on  an  unusually  weak  basis  this  week,  which 
is  probably  not  reflected  in  the  movement  to  the 
trade  outside  of  this  city.  Three-quarter  coal 
has  been  offered  as  low  as  75c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
or  $2.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  and  it  is  understood 
that  some  contracts  have  been  closed  up  at  this 
figure  for  future  delivery.  In  movement  of  coal 
ordered  from  the  mines  prices  rule  higher,  the 
prevailing  quotation  on  three-quarter  coal  being 
85c@$l.bo  or  $2.75@2.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Some 
demurrage  coal,  which  required  quick  disposition, 
has  been  sold  even  lower  than  the  minimum  prices 
quoted  in  the  Chicago  market,  but  so  far  as  can 
be  learned  the  demoralization  has  been  confined 
almost  wholly  to  this  market.  Producers  gen¬ 
erally  are  reported  as  slack  on  orders,  and  it  is 
probable  that  in  some  instances  they  have  over¬ 
shipped  to  the  Chicago  market. 

The  same  conditions  that  pertain  to  Fairmont 
coal  to  a  lesser  extent  can  be  given  as  character¬ 
izing  Youghiogheny  gas  coal  in  Chicago.  In 
movement  to  points  outside  of  this  city  from  the 
mines  prices  are  maintained  on  the  basis  of 
$1.00@1.20  for  three-quarter  coal.  There  has 
been  some  overshipment  to  the  Chicago  market 
and  prices  on  this  coal  have  ruled  weak,  sales 
having  been  reported  as  low  as  90@95c  f.  o.  b. 
the  -mine  or  $2.80@2.85  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Range  of  Prices  on  Hocking. 

The  pressure  to  secure  business  in  the  all¬ 
rail  Hocking  trade  continues  and  prices  rule 
rather  easy  and  weak.  Some  large  interests  in 
Chicago  report  that  they  have  been  offered  Hock¬ 
ing  freely  on  the  basis  of  $1.10'  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
or  $2.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  which  about  represents 
the  minimum  price  obtained  on  large  movement. 
Small  lot  movement  of  a  car  at  a  time  is  on  the 
basis  of  $1.25@1.35  .  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or  $2.90 
@3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Jobbers  obtain  the  usual 
discount  from  these  figures  when  purchasing 
from  producing  companies  in  most  instances. 
Evidently  the  low  prices  named  by  some  producers 
are  resulting  in  a  slight  increase  in  sales,  as  with 
the  advent  of  September  it  is  anticipated  the  situ¬ 
ation  will  be  stronger  and  prices  will  rule  more 
closely  to  the  circular  basis. 

In  the  product  of  western  mines  the  situation 
is  about  the  same  as  it  was  the  middle  of  June, 
with  the  single  exception  of  screenings,  which 
seem  to  be  on  a  firm  and  steady  basis,  with  cur¬ 
rent  production  absorbed  readily  without  much 
pressure  the  selling  department.  Lump  coal 
continues  to  be  a  source  of  trouble,  and  fre¬ 
quently  low  figures  are  named  to  escape  car 
service  charges.  The  market  on  locomotive  fuel 
and  run-of-mine  seems  to  be  better  defined. 

Range  of  Prices  on  Western  Coals. 

Carterville  product  shows  a  wide  range  of  coal 
on  the  leading  lump  and  egg  descriptions.  In 
movement  to  points  outside  of  Chicago  current 
quotations  are  on  the  basis  of  $1.25@1.35,  while 
in  movement  of  some  of  this  product  in  Chicago 
proper  the  mine  price  is  $1.00@1.25  or  ^.00 
@2.25  f.  o.  b.  this  city.  Wide  variation  is  the 
rule,  however,  the  selling  price  depending,  to  a 
large  extent,  upon  the  number  of  orders  as 
compared  with  the  number  of  cars  of  coal  on 
track.  Three-inch  Carterville  scraenings  rule 
on  the  basis  of  60@65c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.60 
@1.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Sullivan  county  lump  and  egg  prices  are  as 
badly  demoralized  and  represent  a  wider  range 
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than  Carterville.  The  leading  factors  quote 
prices  from  $1.15@1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.95 
(^.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The  range  in  movement 
outside  of  Chicago  is  about  $1.20@1.50  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines  or  $2.0(>@2.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  In 
Chicago  proper  coal  can  be  bought  at  $1.10@ 
1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or  $1.90@2.05  f.  o.  b.  this 
city.  There  is  also  a  wide  range  on  run-of-mine. 
Different  factors  hold  their  product  at  85c@ 
$1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.65@1.80  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Inch  and  a  quarter  screenings  are 
quoted  at,  55@65c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.35@ 
1.45  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  and  rule  firm  at  these 
figures.  Greene  county  or  Linton  lump  coal  is 
held  on  the  basis  of  $1.10@1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
for  domestic  lump  and  egg  or  $1.90@2.15  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Run-of-mine  coal  from  this  field  is 


quoted  at  90c@1.05  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or  $1.70 
@1.85  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

The  Springfield  product  also  shows  variation 
in  the  range  of  quoted  prices.  Domestic  lump 
is  held  at  $1.10@1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.85 
@2.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  although  in  one  or  two 
instances  sales  have  been  reported  at  figures 
slightly  below  those  given.  Run-of-mine  coal  is 
quoted  at  85c@$1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.60@ 
1.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Screenings  quite  generally 
are  held  on  ^he  basis  of  55@60q  f.  o.  b.  the  mines 
or  $1.30@1.35  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Other  western 
products  are  held  on  a  basis  corresponding  to 
the  qnotations  given,  according  to  quality. 

Demand  for  Brazil  block  coal  for  threshing 
purposes  is  reported  as  active  and  movement  to 
the  west  and  northwest  is  of  good  proportions, 


exceeding  that  of  a  year  ago,  according  to  com¬ 
mon  report.  Outside  of  Chicago  circular  quo¬ 
tations  are  being  well  maintained. 

The  coke  trade  holds  to  about  the  same  basis 
as  a  week  ago.  There  is  considerable  interest 
attached  to  the  opening  of  the  Semet-Solvay 
plant  at  South  Chicago,  and  it  is  reported  that 
it  will  be  in  operation  by  the  early  part  of  the 
winter  and  will  be  a  factor  of  considerable  im¬ 
portance  in  the  western  foundry  trade.  Connells- 
ville  seventy-two  hour  coke  rules  on  the  basis 
of  $2.25@2.60  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens  or  $4.90@5.25 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Common  coke  is  held  around 
$4.90@5.00  in  most  instances.  Demand  is  re¬ 
ported  as  rather  light  at  this  time,  and  very  little 
new  business  is  being  developed.  Gas-house 
coke  ranges  at  $3.40@3.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 


Market  Conditions  and  Trade  Gossip  from  Cincinnati 


Cincinnati,  Ohio,  July  20. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  prediction  made  in  this  de¬ 
partment  of  The  Black  Diamond 'several  weeks 
ago  that  smokeless  lump  and  egg  coal  would 
probably  sell  at  a  higher  figure  than  $1.50  at  the 
mines  before  August  first  was  verified  this 
week  when  several  sales  of  this  grade  of  coal 
were  made  at  $1.60  a  ton.  It  is  now  assured 
that  after  September  first  a  price  of  $1.75  a  ton 
at  the  mines  for  Pocahontas  and  New  River  lump 
and  egg  will  not  be  in  effect  because  the  mini¬ 
mum  after  that  date  will  be  $1.85.  A  number  of 
the  large  handlers  of  smokeless  fuel  declare  that 
the  price  will  be  $2.00  a  ton  at  the  mines  before 
many  weeks  have  passed. 

The  strength  of  the  smokeless  market  is  noth¬ 
ing  less  than  wonderful.  Many  dealers,  both 
large  and  small,  have  not  as  yet  placed  their  or¬ 
ders  for  Pocahontas  and  New  River  coals,  or 
rather  have  not  had  their  orders,  which  they 
were  slow  to  send  in,  accepted.  Now  that  _many 
of  the  producers  have  sold  their  output  up  to 
September  first,  or  beyond,  and  the  market  is 
very  strong,  there  is  a  rush  of  business  from 
dealers  who  wish  to  hurry  to  cover,  but  who  find 
that  they  have  waited  too  long.  As  noted  in  the 
foregoing,  a  number  of  sales  have  been  made 
this  week  for  spot  coal  and  immediate  deliveries 
at  $1.60  at  the  mines,  and  it  is  more  than  likely 
that  this  price  will  be  raised  before  the  end  of 
the  month,  so  that  the  longer  a  dealer  waits 
now  the  worse  he  is  likely  to  find  the  market 
for  him.  With  one  or  two  exceptions  every  sales 
company,  handling  smokeless  coal  reports  it  is 
practically  sold  up  to  September  first. 

Local  Improvement  In  Splint. 

What  is  true  of  the  smokeless  market  is  true, 
to  a  certain  extent,  of  the  splint  situation.  Every 
coal  concern  in  Cincinnati  seen  by  The  Black 
Diamond  correspondent,  and  he  saw  every  im¬ 
portant  company,  reports  business  better  this 
week  than  it  has  been  before  during  the  season. 
Not  only  are  inquiries  more  numerous,  but  or¬ 
ders  are  coming  in  from  points  where  salesmen 
have  not  been  lately,  or  where  salesmen  have 
talked  the  coal  question  ovqr  with  dealers  and 
consumers  and  left  prices  and  -terms  open  a  few 
days  for  consideration.  Taken  all  in  all,  the 
Cincinnati  general  coal  market  is  in  a  perfectly 
normal  and  healthy  condition,  with  bright  pros¬ 
pects  for  a  good  business  beginning  at  once. 
Where  $1.25  was  an  outside  price  for  splint  lump 
a  few  weeks  ago,  it  is  now  the  minimum  on  the 
least  salable  lump,  and  $1.35@1.50  is  now  being 
readily  obtained.  One  or  two  prime  favorites 
screened  over  a  four-inch  screen  are  now  selling 
as  high  as  $1.60  and  in  rare  cases  at  $1.75.  An¬ 
other  good  feature  of  the  market  is.  the  apparent 
scarcity  of  nut  and  slack.  Where  the  demand 
comes  from  nobody  seems  to  know  exactly,  but 
the  fact  remains  that  nut  and  slack  are  again  a 
commodity  of  considerable  importance,  and  prices 
are  gradually  being  advanced. 

Although  the  river  has  been  almost  continu¬ 
ously  navigable  for  several  months,  and  the 
river  coal  men  have  taken  every  advantage  of  the 
favorable  conditions  to  market  as  much  coal  as 
possible,  so  as  to  have  an  ample  stock  to  carry 
them  over  any  possible  low-water  season,  when 
shipments  can  not  be  made  from  the  mines,  it 
is  again  below  a  shipping  stage,  and  a  survey  of 
the  harbor  shows  that  there  is  not  nearly  as  much 


coal  afloat  as  there  usually  is  at  this  time  of  year. 
It  is  doubtful  if  a  total  of  7,500,000  bushels  can 
be  shown  afloat. 

Less  River  Coal  Afloat. 

At  this  time  last  year  the  amount  of  coal  in 
the  Cincinnati  harbor  was  in  excess  of  15,000,000 
bushels.  Even  admitting  that  there  is  ‘much  more 
coal  stored  on  the  yards  this  year  than  last,  the 
amount  df  river  coal  available  for  use  when  navi¬ 
gation  is  impossible  is  much  less  than  last  year. 
As  noted  before  in  this  report,  prices  for  this 
product  are  firm  and  there  is  every  reason  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  they  will  be  higher  before  they  are 
lower.  Lump  ranges  at  7@8c  a  bushel  and  nut 
and  slack  4j4@5j^c  a  bushel.  Nut  and  slack 
probably  will  advance  first,  as  there  is  a  notice¬ 
able  scarcity  of  that  grade  afloat. 

The  improvement  noted  last  week  in  the  coke 
market  continues.  A  number  of  sales  of  spot 
furnace  coke  have  been  made  at  $2.00  and  a  sale 
or  two  as  high  as  $2.15.  This  is  a  decided  ad¬ 
vance  over  ten  days  ago.  Foundry  coke  is  fairly 
active,  the  demand  for  it  having  become  better 
and  better  lately,  and  in  order  to  get  it  quickly 
buyers  have  been  compelled  to  pay  $2.50  a  ton 
for  it  at  the  ovens.  Some  of  the  selling  agencies 
for  coke  seem  to  think  that  it  will  be  good 
property  from  now  on.  The  market  is  stronger 
than  it  has  been  for  several  months. 

Retail  Business  Is  in  Good  Sliaije. 

The  strictly  retail  coal  business  of  Cincinnati 
is  in  the  best  possible  condition.  There  is  prob¬ 
ably  less  demoralization  just  now,  and  a  smaller 
tendency  to  cut  prices,  than  has  been  known  in 
the  retail  trade  in  many  years  in  this  city.  A 
number  of  causes  have  combined  to  bring  about 
this  most  desirable  result,  but  these  can  not 
be  discussed  at  this  time.  The  volume  of  buy¬ 
ing  this  week  has  been  quite  satisfactory,  and 
the  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  daily  papers,  as¬ 
sisted  by  one  retail  dealer,  to  lower  prices  has 
‘signally  failed.  Dealers  who  handle  coal  at  re¬ 
tail  have  paid  no  attention  to  the  recent  cut  in 
the  price.  The  reaction  has  set  in,  and  the  orders 
for  family  coal  are  now  coming  in  by  the  hun¬ 
dreds.  When  the  price  of  family  coal  was  low¬ 
ered,  May  first,  it  was  generally  understood  that 
it  would  be  raised  again  September  first,  but  the 
strength  of  the  wholesale  market  and  the  likeli¬ 
hood  of  higher  prices  at  wholesale  makes  it 
probable  that  the  retail  price  may  be  raised  be¬ 
fore  that  date. 

The  largest  distributer  of  smofteless  coal  in 
this  market  is  now  refusing  orders  because  it 
has  not  the  coal  with  which  to  fill  them  and  is 
telling  its  customers  that  the  best  it  can  do 
is  to  accept  business  for  the  future  at  whatever 
price  is  current  at  the  time  of  delivery.  This  is 
something  new  in  the  Cincinnati  retail  market. 
Heretofore  all  it  was  necessary  for  a  consumer 
to  do  was  to  send  in  his  order  for  coal,  and  the 
price  for  the  entire  season  was  understood  to 
be  the  price  current  when  the  order  was  accepted, 
unless  it  declined  in  the  meantime,  and  in  that 
case  the  consumer  got  the  benefit  of  the  minimum 
price. 

All  the  usual  grades  of  splint  lump  sell  for 
$3.25  a  ton  delivered;  Pocahontas  and  New 
River,  $3.50 ;  anthracite,  $7.25,  and  gas  coke,  9@ 
10c  a  bushel.  Run-of-mine  for  steam  purposes 


ranges  at  $2.15@2.50,  the  highest  price  being  for 
smokeless,  and  nut  and  slack  at  $1.75@2.25  de¬ 
livered  at  the  furnaces  of  factories  and  other 
steam  plants. 

News  Xotes  and  Personals. 

C.  J.  Milton,  of  the  Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  is  in 
New  York. 

W.  H.  Settle  &  Co.  have  secured  the  contract 
to  supply  the  Madisonville  waterworks  with  coal 
during  the  coming  year. 

James  Geegan,  manager  of  the  Clyde  Coal  Co., 
Pittsburg,  spent  several  days  here  this  week 
looking  after  the  company’s  river  interests. 

C.  W.  Poysell,  manager  of  wholesale  sales, 
and  James  McDonald,  auditor  of  the  Marmet 
Coal  Co.,  expect  to  spend  Saturday  and  Sunday 
of  this  week  on  a  short  pleasure  trip  on  the 
lakes. 

William  Burlingham,  western  manager  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  W.  H.  Ball,  purchasing  agent  of  the 
Solvay  Process  Co.,  spent  several  days  this  week 
in  Detroit. 

The  Norfolk  &  Western  railroad  has  just 
finished  its  new  hoppers  at  Elmwood  Place,  on 
the  belt  line.  There  are  eight  large  coal  hoppers 
and  they  are  a  great  convenience,  both  to  the 
railroad  and  its  coal  patrons. 

The  Luhrig  Coal  Co.’s  extensive  mines  at 
Luhrig,  Ohio,  were  shut  down  this  week  tp  make 
some  necessary  repairs.  The  company  had  some 
coal  on  track,  however,  and  will  not  suffer  from 
the  enforced  closing  down  for  several  days. 

R.  H.  Bartlit,  secretary,  and  J.  H.  Graves, 
salesman,  of  the  Darbv  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  have 
gone  out  on  the  road  again.  This  company  was 
fortunate  enough  all  season  to  have  a  few  orders 
ahead,  but  with  the  increasing  output  at  the 
mines  it  is  now  looking  for  business. 

W.  P.  Slaughter,  vice-president  and  manager 
of  the  Glen  Alum  Fuel  Co.,  left  Wednesday  to 
spend  the  remainder  of  the  week  in  the  moun¬ 
tains  of  West  Virginia  with  his  wife,  who  is 
already  there.  Mrs.  Slaughter,  with  a  number 
of  relatives,  is  roughing  it  in  a  mountain  camp. 

Edward  Van  Hart,  for  several  years  a  valued 
office  man  of  the  Thacker  Co.,  is  now  engaged 
with  the  Glen  Alum  Fuel  Co.  as  head  office  man 
and  in  charge  of  sales  in  Cincinnati  and  imme¬ 
diate  vicinity.  Mr.  Van  Hart  comes  of  a  coal 
family  and  is  himself  a  good  all  around  coal 
man. 

George  M.  Halm  is  spending  the  week  at  White 
Sulphur  Springs,  Va.,  accompanied  by  C.  J. 
Brister,  assistant  general  freight  agent,  in  charge 
of  the  coal  traffic  of  the  Big  Four  railroad.  These 
two  gentlemen,  with  their  families,  e.xpect  to 
spend  the  remainder  of  the  summer  at  Charle¬ 
voix,  Mich. 

W.  J.  Magee,  manager  and  treasurer  of  the 
Carbon  Fuel  Co.,  one  of  the  large  and  strong 
new  selling  companies  of  this  city,  has  just 
closed  a  contract  to  supply  the  various  power 
houses  of  the  Cincinnati,  Dayton  &  Toledo  Trac¬ 
tion  Co.  with  coal  for  a  year.  This  contract  is 
one  that  is  quite  desirable  and  represents  tht  de¬ 
livery  of  25,000  tons  of  coal.  Mr.  Magee  will 
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put  in  his  Cabin  Creek  (C.  &  O.  W.  Va.)  run-of- 
mine,  a  standard  steam  fuel.  He  received  nu¬ 
merous  congratulations  from  his  friends  this  week 
on  having  secured  this  business. 

R.  H.  Lyman,  general  manager  of  the  Island 
Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  returned  Monday  from  a 
trip,  to  the  extensive  mines  of  the  company  at 
Holden,  W.  Va.  He  reports  that  there  is  still 
considerable  buying  and  selling  of  undeveloped 
coal  properties  along  Island  creek,  and  that 
values  are  rapidly  advancing.  This  company  has 
over  30,000  acres  of  coal  in  one  block. 

The  Fairmont  Coal  Co.  secured  the  contract 
to  supply  the  Madisonville  schools  with  coal  dur¬ 
ing  the  coming  year  at  a  price  of  $2.50  a  ton  de¬ 
livered.  W.  C.  Rogers,  manager  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  lives  in  Madisonville,  and  he  explains  the 
low  price  by  saying  that  he  believes  in  giving 
the  schools  of  his  home  town  coal  at,  or  nearly  at, 
cost.  Mr.  Rogers  is  very  popular,  both  in  his 
own  little  town  and  in  Cincinnati. 

V 

The  Missouri  River  Trade. 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  July  20. —  {Special  corre¬ 
spondence.) — With  the  temperature  above  ninety 
nearly  every  day,  the  ice  men  and  not  the  coal 
men  are  doing  a  profitable  business  in  this  part 
of  the  country.  The  domestic  demand  for  coal 
is  very  light  this  month,  although  extremely 
low  prices  are  in  effect  to  stimulate  this  class 
of  trade.  But  the  factory  and  railroad  demand 
is  said  to  be  as  good  as  it  was  last  summer,  al¬ 
though  wholesale  prices  are  not  so  high  and  the 
cost  of  mining  is  greater.  The  great  wheat  crop 
of  Kansas  and  Oklahoma  is  'beginning  to  move 
to  market  and  all  the  western  railroads  which 
reach  Kansas  City,  are  burning  lots  of  coal  in 
hauling  the  grain.  The  railroad  consumption  of 
coal  probably  will  be  greater  in  the  west  this 
summer  than  last  and  the  manufacturing  demand 
will  be  as  much,  if  not  more.  The  dreaded  com¬ 
petition  of  crude  oil  and  natural  gas  has  not 
yet  been  seriously  felt  by  coal  operators  or  deal¬ 
ers  in  the  southwest. 

No  business  of  importance  was  transacted  at 
the  joint  meeting  of  the  Southwestern  Inter¬ 
state  Coal  Operators’  Association  and  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  Districts  14,  21 'and  25,  held  in 
Kansas  City  last  week.  The  construction  of  a 
few  clauses  in  the  existing  contract  with  the 
miners  was  considered  and  an  agreement 
reached.  There  was  no  consideration  of  wages 
or  mining  conditions  in  the  new  contract  to  be 
made  next  winter. 

The  territory  embraced  in  the  meeting  includes 
Missouri,  Kansas,  Indian  Territory,  Texas  and 
Arkansas.  Following  are  the  members  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America  who  were  in 
attendance:  W.  B.  Wilson,  secretary-treasurer 
of  the  national  organization,  Indianapolis,  Ind. ; 
George  Colville,  president  district  25,  Kirks- 
ville.  Mo. ;  George  Manuel,  secretary  district  25, 
Moberly,  Mo.;  George  Richardson,  president  dis¬ 
trict  14,  Pittsburg,  Kas. ;  Peter  Hanraty,  presi¬ 
dent  district  21,  South  McAlester,  I.  T. ;  S.  F. 
Brackney,  secretary  district  21,  Fort  Smith,  Ark. ; 
T.  O.  Williams,  vice-president  district  25,  Rich¬ 
mond,  Mo. 

Representing  the  operators  were;  W.  C. 
Perry,  Kansas  City;  B.  F.  Bush,  St.  Louis;  Wil¬ 
liam  Busby,  South  McAlester,  I.  T. ;  S.  T.  Ton¬ 
kins,  Parsons,  Kas. ;  W.  K.  Gordon,  Thurber, 
Tex.;  James  Hamilton,  Weir  City,  Kas.;  Walter 
Bogle,  Spadra,  Ark.,  and  Ira  Fleming,  Cherokee, 
Kas. 

The  directors  of  the  Mid-State  Coal  Dealers’ 
Association  met  in  Kansas  City  last  week  and 
transacted  some  routine  business. 

DevUii  Employes  are  I’ald. 

The  miners  employed  in  the  Devlin  mines  in 
Kansas  have  been  paid  by  the  receivers  and 
similar  action  will  be  taken  by  the  receiver  of 
the  Devlin  mines  in  Illinois.  Cyrus  Leland,  one 
of  the  receivers  of  the  Devlin  estate,  says  that 
every  effort  will  be  made  to  make  the  Devlin 
mines  pay.  They  will  be  operated  without  re¬ 
gard  to  the  laws  of  the  union  or  the  operators’ 
association.  Mr.  Leland  said  this  week: 

“There  has  been  too  much  of  this  business  of 
working  a  lot  of  miners  and  only  giving  them 
work  a  part  of  the  time.  This  may  have  been 
for  fear  of  an  oversupply  of  coal,  but  we  are 


going  to  pay  no  attention  to  that  part  of  the 
business.  We  want  plenty  of  coal  and  are  go¬ 
ing  to  work  every  miner  we  can  get.” 

i'his  means  trouble,  probably,  for  southwestern 
operators  and  miners  and  the  same  policy  may 
be  pursued  with  the  Illinois  mines.  C.  J.  Dev¬ 
lin,  whose  failure  threw  his  vast  mining  interests 
into  the  hands  of  receivers,  is  vice-president  at 
large  of  the  Southwestern  interstate  Coal  Opera¬ 
tors'  Association,  but  he  no  longer  has  the  power 
to  say  how  Ins  mines  shall  be  conducted. 

Ihe  negro  miners  and  Italians  at  the  Bevier 
(Mo.j  coal  mines  have  clashed  and  deputy  sher¬ 
iffs  have  been  sworn  in  and  armed  to  prevent 
further  trouble,  the  Italian  miners  who  belong 
to  the  union  can  not  speak  English  and  their  at¬ 
tempts  to  use  an  interpreter  at  the  union  meet¬ 
ings  caused  'a  row.  1  he  negroes  do  not  under¬ 
stand  Italian,  so  neither  race  knew  what  the 
other  was  talking  about. 

Suit  to  Lower  (  oal  Freight  ItateH. 

C.  W.  Taylor,  attorney  for  the  Kansas  board 
of  railroad  commissioners,  has  hied  suit  to  com¬ 
pel  the  railroads  to  reduce  freight  rates  on 
coal,  which  he  claims  are  excessive.  Every  rail¬ 
road  in  Kansas  is  included  in  the  application. 
A  part  of  Mr.  Taylor's  petition  tollows: 

“Complainant  says  and  avers  that  there  are 
three  coal  fields  in  the  state  of  Kansas,  namely, 
Tittsburg,  Usage  and  Leavenworth  fields;  that 
said  coat  fields  are  extensively  and  continuously 
worked  and  annually  produce  a  very  large  por¬ 
tion  of  the  coal  consumed  within  the  state  of 
Kansas,  and  complainant  further  avers  that  the 
total  tonnage  in  coal  handled  from  the  above 
mentioned  coal  fields  by  the  defendant  railway 
lines  herein  amounts  to  20  16-100  per  cent  per 
annum  of  the  aggregate  total  of  the  tonnage  car¬ 
ried  by  the  railroads  within  the  state  of  Kansas. 

“Second — Complainant  avers  and  says  that 
coal  is  one  of  the  lowest  classes  of  commodities 
carried  by  railroad  companies ;  that  the  risk  to 
the  carrier  in  its  transportation  is  exceedingly 
small  because  of  its  character  and  low  value  per 
ton ;  that  coal  is  handled  in  trainloads  and  car¬ 
loads  at  very  slight  relative  expense  to  the  car¬ 
rier  as  compared  to  other  classes  of  freight,  and 
in  most  instances  complainant  avers  that  the 
coal  traffic  is  handled  by  the  railroad  companies 
at  their  convenience. 

“Complainant  further  avers  and  says  that  the 
cost  of  maintenance  and  operation  of  the  respec¬ 
tive  lines  of  railway  owned  by  the  defendants, 
as  aforesaid,  in  this  state,  is,  as  compared  with 
the  maintenance  and  cost  of  operation  of  railway 
lines  in  other  states,  less  expensive  to  the  said 
defendant  companies ;  that  the  topography  of 
the  state  of  Kansas,  through  and  across  which 
the  defendants’  lines  of  railway  are  constructed, 
is  comparatively  level  and  very  free  from  heavy 
grades,  and  complainant  specifically  avers  that 
the  cost  of  railway  construction  and  maintenance 
in  the  state  of  Kansas  is  considerably  less  per 
mile  than  m  any  of  the  trans-Mississippi  states; 
that  because  of  the  above  and  foregoing  facts 
the  lines  of  railway  owned  and  operated  by  the 
above-named  defendants  have  been  immensely 
profitable,  as  shown  by  their  verified  reports  to 
the  board  of  railroad  coinmisioners  of  the  state 
of  Kansas  for  the  year, ending  June  thirtieth,  1904, 
which  said  report  shows  an  income  from  opera¬ 
tion  within  the  state  of  Kansas  of  $18,510,868.27, 
with  a  percentage  of  operating  expenses  to  earn¬ 
ings  of  67.44 

Says  Hates  are  too  Illgli. 

“Complainant  further  says  and  avers  that  not¬ 
withstanding  the  low  cost  of  maintenance  and 
operation  of  flie  respective  lines  of  railway  of  the 
above  named  defendants  within  the  state  of 
Kansas,  that  the  said  defendant  companies  have 
for  many  years  last  past  and  are  now  maintain¬ 
ing  unreasonable,  unjust  and  discriminatively 
high  rates  for  the  transportation  of  coal,  slack 
and  lump,  within  the  state  of  Kansas  from  the 
coal  fields  above  mentioned. 

“Complainant  further  says  that  there  are  great 
railway  systems  in  the  United  States  whose 
entire  traffic,  including  high  class  as  well  as  low 
class,  that  carried  in  less  than  carloads  as  well 
as  that  in  carloads,  yields  a  per  ton  per  mile 
revenue  less  than  that  produced  by  the  coal  rates 
charged  within  the  state  of  Kansas  by  the  said 
defendants,  and  which  have  nevertheless  shown  a 
fair  net  income  over  the  cost  of  operation  of 
such  systems. 


“Complainant  in  conclusion  further  avers  and 
says  that  by  reason  of  the  above  and  fore¬ 
going  facts  the  rates  for  the  carriage  of  coal  now 
maintained  by  the  defendant  companies  are  un¬ 
reasonably  higffi  unlawful,  unjust  and  a  dis¬ 
crimination  against  the  commercial,  manufactur¬ 
ing  and  business  interests  of  the  state;  that  by 
reason  of  such  unlawful  and  unjust  discrimina¬ 
tion  the  growth  of  the  cities  and  towns  and  the 
manufacturing  and  commercial  interests  within 
the  state  has  been  and  is  greatly  retarded.” 

V 

West  Virginia  Mining  Field. 

Wheeling,  'W.  'Va.,  July  20. — {Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — There  is  absolutely  no  change  in 
the  situation  in  this  field,  and  no  improvement 
over  the  conditions  that  have  obtained  this 
summer  can  be  looked  for  until  the  trade 
brightens  up  elsewhere.  Every  operator  unites 
in  condeming  the  market.  Brices,  they  say, 
have  gone  to  the  lowest  point  possible  and  they 
see  nothing  ahead  in  the  near  future  to  prom¬ 
ise  improvement. 

An  instance  was  related  this  week  that  is  of 
vital  significance  to  the  majority  of  operators 
shipping  to  the  great  lakes.  A  leading  officer 
of  one  of  the  biggest  companies  in  Uhio  and 
West  Virginia  made  the  remark  that  his  com¬ 
pany  would  be  perfectly  satisfied  if  it  broke  even 
on  this  year’s  business.  Ihe  concern  in  ques¬ 
tion  will  ship  about  1,000,000  tons  this  year.  At 
an  average  price  of  $2.50  a  ton  at  the  distribut¬ 
ing  points,  this  means  that  the  company  will  do 
a  volume  of  business  aggregating  $2,500,000. 

Consequently  it  will  turn  over  $2,500,000  in  one 
year  without  making  one  cent,  not  even  a  legal 
rate  of  interest,  but  simply  square  all  its  operat¬ 
ing  expenses  without  a  cent  return  on  capital  m- 
vested. 

Ihe  relative  significance  of  this  to  other  coal 
companies  and  individuals  may  be  appreciated 
when  it  is  realized  that  this  method  oi  business 
must  be  competed  with  on  a  similar  sort  of 
scale,  without  profits  in  connection  with  the 
mining  and  shipping  of  coal,  with  ad  the  attend¬ 
ant  complications,  without  any  return  on  the  in¬ 
vestment  or  for  the  labor. 

There  is  something  in  holding  your  trade  and 
waiting  for  better  things  to  turn  up.  After  all, 
this  company’s  plan  may  not  be  unique  under 
present  circumstances. 

Itailroad  Interests  In  West  y  irglnla. 

The  future  is  what  is  causing  additional  in¬ 
vestments  in  coal  lands  in  West  V  irginia  and  like¬ 
wise  railroad  activity.  The  latest  big  rumor  is 
that  the  New  York  Central  and  Pennsylvatiia  in¬ 
terests  are  going  to  take  over  the  short  lines 
which  for  a  long  time  the  Goulds  or  Wabash  in¬ 
terests  were  negotiating  for.  It  is  announced 
that  the  Vanderbilts,  or  New  York  Central,  have 
acquired  the  unfinished  Coal  &  Coke  road  built 
by  the  Elkins-Davis  interests  and  that  the  Little 
Kanawha  road  is  now  under  option. 

Col.  C.  F.  Livingstone,  Senator  Elkins’  private 
secretary,  who  was  in  Wheeling  this  week,  said 
that  the  New  Y'ork  Central  in  particular  was  de¬ 
sirous  of  getting  into  the  bituminous  territory. 
The  Pennsylvania  system,  while  it  is  said  to  con- 
.  trol  the  Norfolk  &  Western,  does  not  want  to 
see  the  virgin  territory  in  other  parts  of  the 
state  go  into  the  hands  of  possible  rivals.  The 
Little  Kanawha  road  runs  from  Parkersburg,  on 
the  Ohio  river,  into  West  Virginia  about  100 
miles,  and  an  extension  would  tap  rich  coal  terri¬ 
tory  and  easily  afford  a  junction  with  the  Coal  & 
Coke  or  the  West  Virginia  Central  link.  All 
these  roads  and  their  proposed  routes  offer  neces¬ 
sary  advantages  for  another  trunk  line.  The 
options  will  expire  about  September,  but  it  is 
freely  believed  that  they  will  be  taken  up  before 
that  time. 

Xotes  From  Al'leld. 

The  New  River  Coal  Sales  Co.  has  opened  an 
office  at  Richmond,  Va..  for  the  purpose  of  ex¬ 
tending  its  southern  trade. 

Shipments  out  of  Fairmont  have  been  fairly 
good  the  past  week,  and  on  one  or  two  days  al¬ 
most  reached  a  normal  capacity. 

The  Kohinoor  mine  of  the  New  River  &  Po¬ 
cahontas  Co.  has  begun  to  make  its  first  ship¬ 
ments  and  has  been  given  a  car  allowance  of  300 


1^0.  3] 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


23 


% 


tons  daily  as  a  starter  by  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
railroad. 

It  develops  that  Senator  Elkins  has  acquired  an 
option  on  the  Preston  county  property  of  the 
Merchants’  Coal  Co.,  of  Baltimore,  embracing 
about  9,000  acres,  and  he  has  ernployed  experts 
'  to  report  on  the  property’s  possibilities. 

Preliminary  details  have  been  cornpleted  for 
the  sale  of  the  Piney  colliery,  in  Raleigh  county, 
with  a  large  adjacent  tract  of  .land,  to  a  Penn¬ 
sylvania  syndicate,  represented  by^  Colonel  Muck- 
low,  Dr.  Pritchard  and  Enoch  Carver,  of  Charles¬ 
ton.  W.  Va.  The  price  is  reported  to  be  about 
$500,000. 

News  has  "been  received  of  the  death  of  George 
Straughn,  a  former  well  known  Kanawha  coal 
operator,  who  removed  to  California  about  four 
years  ago  to  engage  in  coal  mining  and  died  at 
San  Erancisco.  He  operated  coal  mines  at  Mont¬ 
gomery,  Malden  and  other  points  along  the  upper 
Kanawha.  He  was  about  seventy-three  years  of 


.  Southern  Coal  Conditions. 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  20. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Memphis  coal  dealers  report  the 
present  conditions  of  trade  fairly  satisfactory, 
although  orders  have  been  comine  in  more  slowly 
for  the  past  two  or  three  weeks  than  usual  at  this 
time  of  the  year.  This  is  accounted  for  largely 
in  the  wholesale  trade  bv  the  backward  condition 
of  the  cotton  crop  in  -this  territory ._  and  the  con¬ 
sequent  disinclination  of  dealers  in  the  cotton 
states  to  place  orders  for  present  or  future  de¬ 
livery.  Coal  dealers  in  the  wholesale  trade  gen¬ 
erally  report  that  smaller  shipments  have  been 
made  during  July  to  Mississippi,  Arkansas  and 
other  nearby  states  than  for  several  years  at  this 
season  and  thev  attribute  it  largely  to  the  fact 
that  owners  of  laree  cotton  oil  mills  are  not 
placine  orders,  awaiting  further  advices  as  to 
conditions  of  the  cotton  crop  before  laying  in 
their  supply  of  coal. 

Small  dealers  in  the  various  towns  and  cities 
that  huy  from  the  Memphis  market  are  also 
declining  to  place  large  orders  for  the  same  rea¬ 
sons. 

Labor  conditions  in  the  states  from  which  the 
supplies  of  the  local  dealers  are  mostly  obtained, 
Kentucky.  Alabama  and  Illinois  and  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  district  are  reported  as  more  satisfactory 
than  for  several  vears  past  during  corresponding 
seasons.  There  has  been  an  increased  output  in 
manv  minine  districts  and  stocks  in  general  are 
reported  as  being  large.  Shipments  by  the  river 
from  the  Pittsburg  district  have  been  larger  this 
summer  than  for  several  years  past,  owing  to 
the  favorable  water  conditions  and  the  increased 
output  of  the  mines.  The  fear  was  entertained 
that  there  would  be  a  d^lay  in  the  annual  wage 
scale  settlement  in  the  Illinois  district.  But  the 
agreement  with  ihe  miners  was  reached  with  but 
little  friction.  The  same  is  true  in  the  Alabama 
field  and  in  Kentuclc^^  so  that  the  agreements 
with  the  miners  cut  little  fimire  this  season  in 
the  territory  from  which  Memphis  draws  its 
coal  supply,  and  there  has  been  practically  no 
interruption  to  mining  operations  from  this 
cause. 

Pressure  to  Sell  Is  Reported. 

The  accumulation  of  large  .stocks  both  at  the 
mines  and  in  the  hands  of  some  local  wholesale 
dealers,  together  with  the  slowness  with  which 
manv  large  firms  are  placing  their  orders,  has 
caused  slight  pressure  to  sell  in  some  Quarters, 
but  as  a  rule  prices  are  being  firmlv  maintained 
and  but  .slight  concessions  can  be  obtained  even 
on  very  large  orders. 

It  is  believed  bv  all  the  local  dealers  that 
within  the  next  few  weeks,  the  rush  of  delayed 
orders  will  give  them  all  the  business  thev  can 
'  handle  and  that  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in 
maintaining  prices.  The  usual  advance  of  fif¬ 
teen  cents  a  ton  was  made  on  July  first  and  it  N 
anticipated  that  len  cents  per  ton  advance  will 
be  made  on  the  first  of  August. 

The  condition  of  the  retail  trade  is  said  to  be 
entirely  satisfactorv.  As  a  rule,  in  spite  of 
price  concessions,  the  retail  trade  is  always  late 
.  in  opening  up.  and  but  few  deliveries  are  made 
'  before  the  middle  of  August.  •  Prices  are  ruling 
about  the  same  as  last  vear  for  the  same  grades 
■  of  coal,  the  wage  scales  in  the  various  coal  dis¬ 


tricts  being  practically  unchanged  from  last  year. 

The  Degnan  &  McConnell  Coal  Co.  has  just 
purchased  at  a  mortgage  sale  the  property  of  the 
Mexican  Gulf  &  Transportation  Co.,  paying  $8,000 
cash  therefor.  The  sale  was  made  to  satisfy  a 
mortgage  for  $200,000  held  by  the  Provident 
Trust  Co.  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  The  property 
which  was  affected  by  this  sale  consists  of  several 
large  mines  at  Howe  and  fifty  coke  ovens  near 
there;  also  200  coke  ovens  at  Alderson,  the 
product  of  which  was  shipped  to  Mexico. 

V 

The  St.  Louis  Coal  Market. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  July  20. —  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  market  here  continues  to  be  dull, 
and,  as  a  prominent  operator  aptly  states  it,  “it 
is  the  same  old  story  in  the  same  old  way — 
overproduction  and  a  too  highly  competitive 
basis.’’  The  prices  are  so  low  that  the  operators 
are  barely  covering  expenses.  Secondly,  the  large 
consumers  are  still  very  well  stocked,  owing  to 
the  recent  strike  scare,  consequenly  there  is  little 
or  no  market  for  the  coal  that  is  being  produced. 
Shaker  screened  can  be  had  at  $t.l0@1.50  f.  o.  b. 
East  St.  Louis. 

The  retail  market  is  in  the  same  condition  as 
it  was  last  week.  The  large  di.stributers  report 
the  bituminous  market  as  exceedingly  dull.  The 
local  gas  company  has  almost  absorbed  the  sum¬ 
mer  soft  coal  trade.  Most  of  the  cooking  is  done 
on  gas  ranges  where  heretofore  bituminous  coal 
was  used,  hence  dealers  are  making  little  or  no 
effort  to  sell  this  product.  Secondly,  there  is 
little  or  no  margin  of  profit,  owing  to  the  prevail¬ 
ing  low  prices.  The  Pennsylvania  anthracite 
market  is  also  in  the  same  condition  as  it  was 
last  week.  Prices  remain  the  same,  but  ship¬ 
ments  are  somewhat  better.  The  Arkansas  coals 
continue  to  encroach  upon  the  Pennsylvania  an¬ 
thracite  market,  and  a  good  many  people  who 
have  used  the  latter  heretofore  are  now  buying 
the  former.  Prices  on  Pennsylvania  anthracite 
are  $7.95  for  the  broken  coal  and  $8.20  for  the 
smaller  sizes,  stove,  egg  and  chestnut,  delivered. 
Arkansas  coal  is  quoted  at  $6.25@7.00  deliv¬ 
ered. 

Conference  at  Springfield  Wednesday. 

The  conference  which  is  to  be  held  at  Spring- 
field  Wednesday  of  this  week  will  try  to  adjust 
the  controversy  that  exists  in  the  Chicago  & 
Alton  mining  sub-district.  Since  the  shot-firers’ 
law  went  into  effect  the  operators  of  the  mines  at 
Divernon.  Thayer,  Virden  and  Auburn  have  re¬ 
fused  to  employ  shot-firers.  Miners  say  that  they 
have  been  using  more  than  two  pounds  of  powder 
and  the  law  specificallv  states  that  where  this  is 
the  case  shot-firers  should  be  employed.  The 
miners  say  that  they  have  received  notice  from 
the  operators  to  use  two  pounds  or  less  of  powder 
and  claim  that  they  can  not  do  this.  Two  men 
from  each  of  the  mines,  with  the  officials  of  the 
Illinois  miners,  will  meet  with  the  operators 
Wednesday  and  try  and  settle  the  controversy. 

Articles  of  incorporation  were  filed  at  Spring- 
field  during  the  past  week  for  the  Tazewell  Coal 
Co.,  of  Chicago.  Capital.  $10,000.  Incorporators 
are  Philip  T.  Maguire.  S.  B.  Falk  and  LI.  Mc- 
Fadden.  The  company  intends  to  do  a  general 
mining  business. 

V 

Pittsburg  Operations. 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,  July  20. —  (Special  Correspond-' 
ence.) — Proceedings  of  a  sensational  character 
were  instituted  yesterday  in  the  United  States 
court  to  finally  test  the  right  of  coal  mining  com¬ 
panies  to  mine  coal  under  navigable  rivers.  An 
injunction  was  issued  by  Judge  Joseph  Buffington 
avainst  the  officers  of  the  Bessemer  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  with  offices  in  the  Bessemer  building,  and 
with  mines  near  Monongahela.  Pa.,  restraining 
them  from  mining  coal  on  what  is  termed  govern¬ 
ment  property.  The  order  simply  means  mining 
coal  under  the  river,  which  it  is  claimed  is  prop¬ 
erty  of  the  government  and  can  not  be  taken 
without  special  grant  from  congress. 

Some  mysterious  movements  have  been  made 
in  this  connection  and  several  sensations  will  be 
sprung  before  the  hearing  is  concluded,  so  it  is 
rumored  in  coal  and  coke  circles  here.  It  is  said 
that  the  action  was  instituted  by  legal  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  government,  but  that  it  was  brought 
about  by  outside  parties.  If  the  court  finds  that 


the  coal  under  the  rivers  is  government  property, 
there  will  follow  some  interesting  action  by  the 
government  to  recover  for  the  coal  already  mined. 

The  Bessemer  company  is  practically  a  new 
concern  here.  Its  product  is  mainly  used  for 
coking  purposes.  The  mine  is  located  near  the 
tiver  and  hence  in  the  operation  of  the  entries 
it  was  found  necessary  to  dig  coal  under  the  river. 
Several  attempts  have  been  made  by  coal  oper¬ 
ators  to  secure  grants  from  congress,  but  to  no 
avail.  The  project  was  not  abandoned  and  it  is 
thought  that  if  the  government  is  sustained  in 
its  suit,  several  operators  will  again  ask  for  the 
privilege  to  mine  fuel  from  the  government. 

Rlglit  to  Mine  Coal  Under  Rivers. 

Down  the  Ohio  there  are  several  companies 
that  have  driven  their  headings  under  the  river 
from  Ohio  to  West  Virginia  and  have  openings 
in  both  states.  Nothing  serious  was  ever  thought 
of  this  until  recently,  when  an  accident  in  one 
of  the  mines  caused  a  dispute  between  the  state 
authorities.  The  case  was  adjusted,  however, 
without  appealing  to  the  government.  Several 
million  dollars  are  involved  in  the  matter,  accord¬ 
ing  to  well-posted  operators  in  this  city. 

The  chief  defense  of  the  companies  is  that  they 
own  coal  on  both  sides  of  the  stream  and  have  a 
perfect  r’ght  to  dig  under  it,  if  they  in  nowise 
interfere  with  navigation.  No  matter  how  it  may 
end,  there  is  a  merry  discussion  of  the  suit 
throughout  the  coal  fields. 

Several  newspapers  in  this  city  have  endeav¬ 
ored  to  create  a  sensation  because  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Co.  p^csed  its  quarterly  dividend  at  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  directorate  this  week. 

The  passmg  of  the  dividend  for  the  last  quarter 
is  the  first  time  that  such  action  has  been  taken 
in  the  history  of  the  company.  The  reason  ad¬ 
vanced  by  President  F.  L.  Robbins  was  the  poor 
condition  of  business  the  early  part  of  this  year, 
keener  competition  and  resulting  lower  prices  that 
made  heavy  inroads  into  the  company’s  earnings. 
The  question  of  paying  a  portion  of  the  dividend, 
one  per  cent,  was  discussed,  but  President  Rob¬ 
bins  advised  that  for  the  time  being  the  entire 
dividend  be  passed,  and  this  was  unanimously 
agreed  on  by  the  directors  as  the  conservative 
method,  particularly  since  the  stock  market  had 
discounted  such  action  to  a  consiclerable  extent. 

The  statement  of  gross  earnings  for  the  quar¬ 
ter  bv  months  was  given  as  follows ;  April, 
$165,317.28;  Mav.  $209,238.60:  June.  $200,000.  a 
total  of  $574,555.88.  From  this  had  to  be  de¬ 
ducted  interest  on  bonds,  totaling  $304,550.  leav¬ 
ing  a  balance  applicable  to  dividends  of  $270.- 
505.88.  or  less  than  one-half  the  amount  that 
would  have  been  necessary  to  pay  the  usual  quar¬ 
terly  dividend  of  one  and  three-quarters  per  cent. 

ITeavy  River  Slilpments  This  IVeeh. 

A  rather  unexpected  rise  in  the  rivers  occurred 
about  a  day  or  two  ago  and  nearly  7.000,000  bush¬ 
els  of  coal  were  shipped  south.  Reports  from  the 
ports  along  the  Mississippi  river  are  to  the  effect 
that  the  demand  for  fuel  is  unusually  hcaa^y  and 
shippers  will  not  have  much  difficulty  in  disposing 
of  the  product. 

The  possibility  of  another  seaboard  line  for 
PittshursT  shippers,  without  counting  the  plans  of 
the  Goulds,  has  often  been  rumored  in  a  vague 
way.  hut  recent  announcement  of  the  building  of 
the  Pittsburg.  Binghamton  &  Eastern  railroad  has 
done  more  to  throw  light  on  the  subject  than 
anything  that  has  yet  transpired.  A  special  dis¬ 
natch  from  Binghamton  to  this  city  savs :  “E. 

H.  Gay  and  W.  H  Trtimbell.  of  the  hanking  firm 
of  E.  H.  Gav  Co..  New  York,  have  charge  of 
the  financing  of  the  new  project.  It  is  to  he  140 
miles  long  and  to  run  direct  from  Binghamton 
to  Ansonia.  Pa.,  a  small  town  in  the  western 
nortion  of  T’Oga  county,  where  it  will  touch  the 
New  York  Central,  entering  the  Clearfield  coal 
regions.  The  total  cost  of  this  line  will  be  ap¬ 
proximately  $6,000  000.’’  There  is  hut  a  small 
mileage  to  be  built  to  get  the  Buffalo  ^  Sus¬ 
quehanna  inio  Pittsburg,  and  then  with  the  con¬ 
nection  at  Ansonia  with  the  new  road,  a  direct 
route  to  Pittsburg  from  Binghamton  will  exist. 

Statistics  have  been  issued  which  shows  that 
the  coke  production  in  the  Connellsville  region 
may  break  all  records  this  vear.  So  far  the  pro¬ 
duction  for  the  first  half  of  the  year  in  the  lower 
and  upper  fields  aggregates  nearlv  O.OOO.OOO  tons, 
est-’hlishing  a  new  high  mark,  ^t  the  rate  coke 
is  being  produced,  the  output  for  the  year  will 
amount  to  15,000.000  or  16,000.000  tons.  The  best 
previous  record  was  about  14,000,000  tons. 
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O’Gara  Coal  Co.,  was  Incorporated  During  the  Week. 


Has  Secured  Options  on  50,000  Acres  of  Coal  Land  in  Saline  County,  Illinois,  and  will  Take 
Over  Fourteen  of  the  Leading  Mines  in  the  Harrisburg  District — Capitalization  is  $6,000,* 
000,  with  Bond  Issue  of  $5,000,000 — Company  already  has  Closed  for  some  of  the 
Properties — Thomas  J.  O'Gara,  of  Chicago,  Will  Be  at  the  Head'  of  Ilew 
Consolidation  as  President — Will  Control  Entire  Field  in 

Southern  Part  of  the  State. 


This  week  the  O’Gara  Coal  Co.  was  incorpo¬ 
rated  under  the  laws  of  the  state  of  New  York 
witli  an  authorized  capital  of  $6,000,000.  The 
new  company  is  of  particular  interest  to  the 
western  coal  trade  because  of  the  fact  that  it  is 
the  first  large  merger  of  operating  interests  com¬ 
pleted  wholly  in  the  Illinois  fields  in  a  number 
of  years.  The  new  company  will  own  and  con¬ 
trol  50,000  acres  of  coal  land  in  Saline  county, 
Ill.,  all  of  which  is  under  option  at  present.  In 
addition  it  has  secured  options  on  the  fourteen 
operating  mines  in  the  Harrisburg  district  of  Illi¬ 
nois,  and  negotiations  have  been  closed  on 
part  of  these  mines,  and  they  will  be  taken  over 
as  soon  as  the  preliminary  investigations  have 
been  completed  with  reference  to  title  and  other 
matters  which  are  largely  those  of  detail.  The 
new  company  will  be  operating  all  of  the  mines 
now  under  option  before  the  end  of  the  present 
year  and  will  have  a  daily  production  of  between 
12,000  and  15,000  tons  of  coal,  or  a  total  produc¬ 
tion  annually  inside  of  the  next  twelve  months 
of  3,000,000  to  3,500,000  tons  of  coal. 

The  capital  stock  of  the  new  companv  will  be 
owned  and  controlled  by  Thomas  J.  O’Gara,  of 
Chicago,  one  of  the  prominent  coal  operators 
in  the  west.  Mr.  O’Gara,  through  his  lieutenants, 
has  been  quietly  securing  options  on  coal  land  in 
Saline  county  and’  coal  properties  in  the 
Harrisburg  field,  ever  since  the  first  of  the  year. 
Now  and  then  a  paragraph  has  appeared  in  the 
telegraphic  news  of  the  daily  papers  to  the  effect 
that  he  had  secured  an  option  on  one  or  more 
mines,  but  The  Black  Diamond  is  the  first  to 
publish  the  authentic  news  as  to  the  extent  of 
the  merger  and  the  full  import  of  it  to  the  west¬ 
ern  coal  trade. 

O’Gara  at  Head  of  Twenty-six  Mines. 

In  addition  to  being  president  of  the  new  com¬ 
bination,  Mr.  O’Gara  is  also  president  of  O’Gara, 
King  &  Co.,  of  Chicago,  and  is  the  owner  of  this 
corporation.  The  two  companies  are  entirely 
independent  of  each  other,  but  with  the  interests 
which  he  will  control  with  the  completion  of 
the  plans  of  the  new  company  he  will  be  at  the 
head  of  companies  operating  twenty-six  coal 
mines  in  West  Virginia,  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illi¬ 
nois,  having  an  annual  productive  capacity  of  be¬ 
tween  5,500,000  and  6,000,000  tons  of  coal,  mak¬ 
ing  Mr.  O’Gara  one  of  the  most  prominent  coal 
operators  in  the  country. 

The  coal  land  on  which  the  O’Gara  Coal  Co. 
has  secured  options  in  Saline  county  comprises 
practically  every  workable  vein  in  that  field,  and 
the  new  company  will  be  in  a  position  to  control 
the  production  and  output  of  this  coal,  which  is 
considered  the  finest  in  the  west  for  steam  or 
domestic  purposes. 

Fourteen  Mines  to  He  Included. 

The  fourteen  mines  on  which  options  have  been 
taken  include  every  operation  in  the  Harrisburg 
field,  which  is  located  in  Saline  county.  If  all 
these  mines  are  finally  taken  over  by  the  new 
company,  and  it  is  probable  they  will  be,  the  cor¬ 


porations  absorbed  by  the  merger  will  be  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 


Eldorado  Coal  &  Coke 
Co. 

Harrisburg  &  Big 
Muddy  Coal  Co. 

Egyptian  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  operating  two 
mines,  known  as  No. 
1  and  No.  2. 

.Harrisburg  Mining  & 
Coal  Co. 


The  Gas  Coal  Co. 

The  Ledford  Coal  Co. 
Carriers’  Mills  Coal 
Co. 

Eldorado  Coal  Co. 
Diamond  Coal  Co. 

The  New  Coal  Co. 
The  Clifton  Coal  Co. 
The  Morris  Coal  Co. 
Davenport  Coal  Co. 


All  these  mines  are  equipped  with  thoroughly 
modern  machinery  to  produce  coal  under  the 
most  economical  conditions  of  any  in  the  world. 
The  oldest  mine  in  the  group  was  opened  less 
than  four  years  ago,  while  most  of  the  proper¬ 
ties  have  been  developed  within  the  past  two 
years,  which  means  that  they  have  been  opened 
according  to  the  most  modern  ideas  and  that 
they  are  neither  worked  out  nor  that  the  ma¬ 
chinery  is  obsolete.  This  fact  alone  is  evi¬ 
dence  of  Mr.  O’Gara’s  wise  business  judg¬ 
ment,  for  it  insures  the  success  of  the  new  com¬ 
pany  from  the  outset  and  means  that  it  will  be 
able  to  make  a  profit  in  times  of  keen  competi¬ 
tion,  when  companies  operating  old  and  worn- 
out  mines  will  have  difficulty  in  making  both 
ends  meet  in  the  matter  of  paying  dividends  and 
interest  charges  on  their  bonds.  The  mining 
conditions  throughout  this  field  are  said  to  be 
ideal,  which  also  will  contribute  in  a  large  de¬ 
gree  to  the  production  of  coal  on  an  economical 
basis. 

Capltallzatioii  of  tlie  Company. 


The  O’Gara  Coal  Co.  is  capitalized  at  $6,000,- 
000,  of  which  $5,000,000  is  common  stock  and 
$1,000,000  is  preferred,  five  per  cent  cumulative. 
In  addition  $3,000,000  five  per  cent  bonds  have 
been  issued  and  sold  principally  to  New  York 
capitalists.  The  incorporation  of  this  company 
under  the  laws  of  New  York  is  an  indication  of 
its  stability  from  a  financial  standpoint.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  there  are  other  things  which  point 
in  the  same  direction.  The  coal  properties  and 
coal  which  are  included  in  the  new  merger  have 
all  been  bought  at  actual  valuations.  Where  fancy 
prices  were  demanded  by  the  former  owners  they 
were  not  taken  on  when  the  options  were  secured 
until  they  could  be  secured  at  right  prices,  and 
for  these  reasons  the  capitalization  represents 
actual  value  and  not  water.  It  is  claimed  for 
the  new  company  that  it  is  one  of  the  strongest 
financially  in  every  respect  of  any  recently  or¬ 
ganized  in  the  coal  industry,  and  that  it  will  give 
a  good  account  of  itself  as  a  dividend  payer  and 
in  returns  to  stockholders.  ' 


Bis;  Four  to  He  Coal  Itoad 
In  connection  with  the  acquisition  of  the  new 
property  the  plans  of  the  Big  Four  railroad  and 
the  Indiana  Harbor  are  necessarily  attracting  at¬ 
tention.  Some  months  ago  it  was  determined 
by  the  Vanderbilt  interests,  which  own  the  Big 
Four  road,  that  the  Cairo  division,  extending 
from  Cairo  to  Danville,  Ill.,  should  be  developed 


into  a  coal  road.  Betterments  were  at  once  un¬ 
dertaken,  and  it  is  reported  that  a  number  of 
million  dollars  are  being  expended  in  straight¬ 
ening  the  right  of  way,  eliminating  curves,  re¬ 
ducing  grades  and  thus  equipping  it  as  an 
economical  carrier  of  low-grade  freight.  These 
improvements  are  under  way  at  present,  and  it 
is  expected  that  all  of  the  betterments  will  be 
completed  the  present  summer. 

A  continuation  of  the  Vanderbilt  plans  is 
found  in  connection  with  the  Indiana  Harbor 
road.  This  line  is  being  rapidly  extended  south 
from  Indiana  Harbor,  on  Lake  Michigan,  to 
Danville,  where  it  will  connect  with  the  Big 
Four.  It  is  understood  that  the  contract  made 
by  the  Indiana  Harbor  requires  that  this  stretch 
of  road  shall  be  in  readiness  for  operation  by 
November  fifteenth  at  the  latest.  By  the  early 
winter  the  new  coal  carrier  from  Cairo  to  Chicago 
will  be  in  complete  operation,  which  will  per¬ 
mit  of  the  distribution  of  the  coal  product  of 
the  Saline  county  fields  in  the  Chicago  trade 
and  to  the  northwest  by  means  of  connecting 
lines.  In  addition  there  will  be  a  wide  distri¬ 
bution  of  this  coal  to  the  southwest  through 
Cairo,  Ill.,  as  a  gateway.  This  will  result  in  a 
broad  market,  which  will  absorb  the  production 
of  the  present  mines  in  Saline  county  and  all 
that  are  likely  to  be  developed  in  the  immediate 
future. 

President  Thomas  J.  O’Gara,  the  head  of  the 
new  combination  of  Illinois  mines,  has  attained 
great  success  in  connection  with  the  coal  indus¬ 
try.  Starting  in  a  small  way  ten  or  a  dozen 
years  ago,  without  capital  and  scarcely  without 
friends,  he  has  forged  rapidly  to  the  front.  As 
the  head  of  the  new  company  and  the  other  in¬ 
terests  which  he  represents,  he  is  one  of  the 
leading  coal  operators  in  the  west  at  this  time, 
having  under  his  direction  important  interests  in 
practically  every  commercial  coal  field  with  the 
exception  of  Pennsylvania,  east  of  the  ^lissis- 
sippi  river.  His  success  has  been  gained  through 
the  use  of  able  judgment,  a  wide  grasp  of  es¬ 
sential  features  of  business  and  by  carefully 
gauging  prospective  and  present  needs  of  buyers 
and  consumers  of  coal. 

There  May  Be  Other  Mergers. 

The  formation  of  the  O’Gara  Coal  Co.  is 
particularly  significant  because  of  the  fact  that 
it  may  be  the  forerunner  of  numerous  other  con¬ 
solidations  in  Illinois,  as  the  Dering  Coal  Co. 
was  the  forerunner  of  the  numerous  combina¬ 
tions  that  have  been  formed  in  the  Indiana  field. 
Practically  there  has  been  no  important  con¬ 
solidation  of  coal  interests  in  Illinois  since  the 
formation  of  the  Illinois  Collieries  Co.  two  years 
ago,  although  competition  has  been  so  strenuous 
at  times  that  it  was  believed  this  was  the  only 
means  by  which  reasonable  profits  could  be  con¬ 
served  to  operating  interests.  If  developments 
follow  as  rapidly  in  Illinois  as  they  did  in  In¬ 
diana,  within  a  period  of  eight  months  or  a  year 
a  dozen  coal  companies  may  control  almost  the 
entire  output  of  the  state.  In  Indiana  six  or 
seven  companies  now  control  over  seventy  mines 
which  were  owned  individually  or  by  small  stock 
companies  less  than  a  year  ago.  For  this  rea¬ 
son  the  formation  of  the  O’Gara  Coal  Co.  may 
prove  an  important  feature  in  connection  with 
the  future  coal  trade  of  the  state. 
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Western  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


O.  J.  Sackman,  a  leading  retailer  at  Burdick, 
Ind.,  was  in  Chicago  during  the  week. 

The  Springfield  Colliery  Co.,  Chicago,  recently 
increased  its  capital  stock  from  $150,000  to  $250,- 
000. 

Fred  Scherer,  a  leading  retail  coal  dealer  at 
Ottawa,  Ill.,  was  in  Chicago  during  the  week  on 
business. 

Herbert  Smith  of  Smith  Oakes,  retail  coal 
dealers  at  Clinton,  Iowa,  was  in  Chicago  recently 
on  a  business  trip. 

S.  W.  Little,  president  of  the  S.  W.  Little  Coal 
Co.,  Evansville,  Ind.,  was  in  Chicago  during  the 
week  on  a  business  trip. 

H.  T.  Dreese,  secretary  of  the  Tom  Corwin 
Coal  Co.,  Dayton,  Ohio,  was  in  Chicago  for  a 
few  days  the  present  week. 

Job  Freeman,  Will  Freeman  and  E.  L.  Wol¬ 
ford,  leading  coal  onerators  in  the  Linton,  Ind., 
district,  were  in  Chicago  during  the  week  on 
business. 

P.  H.  Burlingham,  manager  of  the  Chesapeake 
&  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony  builcflpg. 
Chicago,  is  in  New  York  taking  a  brief  vacation 
of  a  fortnight. 

John  M.  Warnock  of  G.  W.  Van  Dusen  &  Co., 
line  yard  owners  at  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  was  in 
Chicago,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Wamock,  this 
week,  on  a  brief  vacation. 

Arthur  Ainsworth  of  the  S.  P.  Bennett  Fuel 
&  Ice  Co.,  Grand  Rapids.  Mich.,  was  in  Chicago 
during  the  week  and  called  upon  a  number  of 
his  friends  in  the  coal  trade. 

T.  D.  Spalding  &  Son  of  Alma,  Mich.,  recently 
sold  their  retail  coal  and  wood  business  at  Knox, 
Ind.,  to  Guy  M.  Wills  of  Knox,  who  will  con¬ 
duct  the  business  hereafter. 

G.  H.  Krudop,  Ft.  Wavne,  Ind.,  recently  was 
awarded  the  contract  with  two  other  dealers  in 
that  city  for  furnishinff  1,800  tons  of  bituminous 
coal  for  the  school  buildings. 

O.  S.  Richardson  of  the  O.  _S.  Richardson 
Coal  Co.,  Bedford  budding,  Qiicago,  left  last 
Saturday  evening  for  California,  where_  he  will 
remain  during  the  next  four  weeks  visiting  his 
father. 

The  general  offices  of  the  Columbus  &  Hock¬ 
ing  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  Columbus.  Ohio,  which 
have  been  in  the  Wyandotte  building  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years,  will  shortly  be  removed  to  the  First 
National  Bank  building. 

The  Enterprise  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Enterprise, 
Iowa,  and  the  Maple  Block  Coal  Co-,  of  Des 
Moines,  have  each  Installed  a  Christy  Box  Car 
Loader  at  their  new  mines,  which  will  greatly 
facilitate  operations  when  loading  coal  for  ship¬ 
ment. 

The  Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  build¬ 
ing,  Chicago,  has  appointed  S.  B.  Jeffries  as  trav¬ 
eling  man  in  Iowa  and  Minnesota,  with  head¬ 
quarters  at  Chicago.  Mr.  Jeffries  was  formerly 
with  the  Crescent  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  and  is  a 
brother  of  the  general  manager  of  the  Evansville 
&  Terre  Haute  railroad. 

W.  C.  Huber,  resident  manager  of  the  Davis 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago, 
left  the  latter  part  of  the  week,  accompanied  by 
Mrs.  Huber,  for  a  trip  by  lake  to  Duluth,  via 
the  Northland.  Mrs.  Huber  has  been  in  ill  health 
for  seyeral  months  past  and  it  is  expected  that 
this  trip  will  be  of  benefit  to  her. 

J.  E.  Windsor,  general  manager  of  sales  of 
the  Kelly  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago, 
returned  the  early  part  of  the  week  from  an 
eastern  recreation  trip,  during  which  he  was  ac¬ 
companied  by  his  family.  Mr.  Windsor  spent  a 
large  part  of  the  time  at  Cape  Elizabeth,  Maine, 
where  he  had  an  enjoyable  recreation  period. 

The  Little  Vermillion  Coal  Co.,  recently  incor¬ 
porated  at  Springfield,  was  formed  by  Col.  L. 
T.  Dickason  and  associates  of  Chicago.  The 
■  company  has  purchased  1,000  acres  of  coal  land 
on  the  Big  Four  railroad  near  Danville  and  is 
planning  to  develop  it  immediately.  Work  on 


sinking  a  shaft  will  be  commenced  within  a  short ' 
time.  It  is  planned  to  open  a  thoroughly  modern 
mine  with  a  large  capacity,  and  it  is  expected  that 
it  will  be  in  operation  early  next  spring. 

Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks,  Detroit,  Mich., 
have  closed  contracts  for  equipping  all  their 
Pocahonfas  and  Iroquois  mines  in  West  Virginia 
with  shaker  screens.  When  these  screens  have 
been  installed,  which  will  be  about  September 
first,  this  company  will  produce  the  only  Poca¬ 
hontas  coal  screened  over  shaker  screens. 

C.  W.  Jackson  of  Chicago,  president  of  the 
Alaska-Pacific  Coal  _  &  Transportation  Co.,  left 
Friday  night  of  this  week  for  San  Francisco, 
where  he  will  make  his  headquarters  in  the  fu¬ 
ture.  Mr.  Jackson  is  preparing  to  make  a  trip 
to  the  coal  properties  of  the  company  in  Alaska 
after  spending  a  few  weeks  in  San  Francisco. 

The  employes  of  the  Peabody  Coal  Co.,  Chi¬ 
cago,  have  organized  a  uniformed  baseball^  chib, 
and  are  anxious  to  arrange  games  with  a  similar 
club  in  the  city  or  suburbs.  All  communications 
with  reference  to  this  club  should  be  addressed 
to  Thomas  J.  Kane,  manager  baseball  team,  Pea¬ 
body  Coal  Co.,  215  Dearborn  street,  Chicago. 

The  Great  Northern  traffic  department  recently 
nromulgated  a  new  tariff  on  coke  shipments  from 
Duluth,  Minn,,  to  points  on  the  line,  which  rates 
will  go  into  effect  August  twelfth.  The  rate  to 
Sioux  Falls  and  intermediate  points  will  be  on 
a  basis  of  $2.40  per  ton  the  maximum  distance. 
Other  coke  rates  have  been  slightly  reduced. 

W.  S.  Bogle,  president  of  the  Arkansas  Con¬ 
solidated  Anthracite  Coal  Co.,  returned  the  early 
part  of  the  week  from  a  two  weeks’  trip  of  in¬ 
spection  of  the  mines  of  the  company.  He  re¬ 
ports  that  there  is  a  good  demand  for  anthracite 
coal  from  that  region,  but  that  a  car  shortage 
has  developed  which  is  interfering  somewhat  with 
the  movement. 

L.  M.  Rubens,  the  well-known  coal  dealer  at 
Joliet.  Ill.,  was  in  the  wreck  which  occurred 
on  the  Santa  Fe  railroad  at  Romeo,  Ill.,  the 
early  part  of  the  week  and  received  such  serious 
injuries  that  it  was  necessary  to  remove  him  to 
the  Silver  Cross  hospital,  Joliet.  The  attending 
physician  announces  that  he  will  recover,  but 
could  not  give  the  full  extent  of  his  injuries 
until  a  more  thorough  examination  was  made. 

A  new  edition  of  “Coke,”  by  John  Fulton,  has 
just  been  published,  which  is  the  most  exhaustive 
work  on  this  subject  printed  In  English.  The 
original  manuscript  has  been  completely  revised 
by  the  author,  eliminating  processes  and  appar¬ 
atus  which  are  no  longer  in  use,  and  replacing 
this  material  by  a  large  amount  of  new  material. 
The  book  is  published  by  the  International  Text¬ 
book  Co.,  Scranton,  Pa.,  and  sells  at  $5.00  per 
copy. 

The  University  of  Illinois  has  issued  a  mon¬ 
ograph,  the  last  number  of  Vol.  1  of  University 
of  Illinois  Studies,  discussing  the  “Progress  of 
Labor  Organization  Among  Women,”  together 
with  some  considerations  concerning  their  place 
in  industry.  This  monograph  describes  the  place 
and  activity  of  women  in  seventeen  different 
unions,  in  nearly  all  of  which,  it  states,  the  in¬ 
terests  of  women  are  well  protected  and  they 
are  welcomed  as  members.  This  monograph 
completes  the  first  volume  of  “Labor  Organiza¬ 
tion  Among  Women,”  written  by  Belva  Mary 
Herron,  price  $1.00. 

Announcement  is  made  that  William  A.  Stone, 
formerly  president  and  general  manager  of  the 
Stone-Brown  Coal  Co.,  Cincinnati,  has  organized 
the  William  A.  Stone  Coal  Co.  with  offices  at 
809  Mercantile  Librarv  building.  Cincinnati,  and 
a  branch  office  at  Charleston,  W.  Va.  The  com¬ 
pany  will  make  a  specialty  of  Youghiogheny, 
Kanawha  and  Kentucky  coal  by  both  rail  and 
river  shipments.  Others  interested  in  the  new 
enterprise  are  John  H.  Felat,  formerly  auditor 
and  secretary  of  the  Lincoln  Coal  Co.,  Hadley, 
W.  Va. ;  John  B.  Silk,  traffic  manager,  formerly 
connected  with  the  Monongahela  River  Con¬ 
solidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  with  headquarters  at 
Pittsburg,  Pa. ;  Austin  Smith,  charge  of  river 
department,  formerly  vice-president  and  general 


manager  of  the  Marmet-Smith  Coai  Co.  of  Cin¬ 
cinnati. 

The  R.  B.  Harder  Coal  Co.,  which  opened  for 
business  at  suites  501  and  502  Plymouth  build¬ 
ing  July  first  reports  that  business  is  developing 
in  nice  shape.  The  officers  of  the  company  are; 
President,  R.  B.  Harder;  secretary  and  treas¬ 
urer,  C.  C.  Harder  Jr.;  general  sales  manager, 
E.  F.  Cooke.  The  company  will  make  a  specialty 
of  all  descriptions  of  coal  and  will  develop  busi¬ 
ness,  particularly  on  Sullivan  county  and  Spring- 
field  coal.  It  is  planning  to  do  a  large  business 
and  will  be  represented  by  salesmen  in  Illinois, 
Wisconsin,  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota,  Iowa, 
Michigan  and  Indiana.  Plans  are  under  consid¬ 
eration  for  opening  a  branch  office  at  Indian¬ 
apolis. 

The  Miami  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  building, 
Chicago,  has  completed  plans  for  the  erection 
of  anthracite  storage  pockets^  at  its  retail  yards 
at  Kedzie  avenue  and  the  Chicago  &  Northwest¬ 
ern  tracks.  The  concrete  foundations  for  the 
pockets  have  been  completed  and  work  on  the 
timbering  and  trestle  will  be  commenced  imme¬ 
diately.  A  trestle  will  be  built,  on  one  side  of 
which  there  will  be  pockets  for  unloading  coal 
from  the  cars  for  immediate  use.  This  coal  will 
drop  by  gravity  from  the  pocket  over  screens 
to  wagons  at  the  surface  and  will  be  handled 
economically.  On  the  other  side  of  the  trestle 
storage  pockets  will  be  erected,  from  which  the 
coal  will  be  moved  by  conveyors  either  to  railroad 
cars  for  reloading  or  to  the  pocket  on  the  oppo¬ 
site  side.  The  combined  capacity  of  these  pockets 
will  be  10,000  tons  of  anthracite. 

Upon  application  of  the  stockholders  Walter 
A.  Rosenfield,  president  of  the  Moline  Wagon 
Co.,  of  Moline,  Ill.,  has  been  appointed  receiver 
for  the  Marquette  Third  Vein  Coal  Co.,  of  Chi¬ 
cago  and  Davenport.  C.  J.  Devlin  of  Topeka, 
Kas.,  is  one  of  the  leading  stockholders  in  this 
company,  and  his  financial  difficulties  resulting  in 
the  appointment  of  receivers  were  likely  to  in¬ 
volve  the  Marquette  Third  Vein  Coal  Co.  Rather 
than  have  the  affairs  of  the  latter  administered  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Devlin  general  creditors,  it 
was  deemed  wise  to  have  a  separate  receiver  ap¬ 
pointed  who  would  administer  them  for  the  benefit 
of  the  direct  creditors  and  stockholders.  While 
it  is  difficult  to  foretell  what  the  result  of  the 
Devlin  financial  crisis  will  be,  it  is  confidently 
expected  that  eventually  the  Marquette  Third 
Vein  Coal  Co.  will  bq  reorganized.  It  has  been 
a  paying  corporation,  and  would  not  be  involved 
in  any  financial  difficulty  except  for  the  Devlin 
crisis. 

Contracts  have  been  awarded  for  supplying  coal 
to  the  county  institutions  in  Cook  county  (Chi¬ 
cago)  as  follows :  Ohio  Fuel  Co.,  county  hospital. 
Pawnee  washed  coal,  $2.57;  Dunning,  same  com¬ 
pany,  Pawnee  washed  No.  1,  $2.60,  No.  2,  $2.54 ; 
courthouse.  Pawnee  washed,  same  company.  $2.62 ; 
county  jail,  same  company.  Pawnee  washed.  $2.62. 
Bituminous  for  the  county  agent  first  district. 
William  Maher.  Springfield  coal,  $2.78;  second 
district,  Scully-Kostner  Coal  Co.,  Miami  lump, 
$.3.14 ;  third  district,  Frank  M.  McCarthy,  Miami 
lump,  $2.75 ;  fourth  district,  F.  M  McCarthy. 
Miami  lump,  $3.00;  fifth  district,  Edgewater  Coal 
Co.,  Miami  lump  or  egg,  $3.17 ;  sixth  district. 
Edgewater  Coal  Co.,  Miami  lump  or  egg.  $2.85 ; 
seventh  district.  William  Maher,  Springfield  lump. 
$2.78;  eighth  district,  William  klaher,  Spring- 
field  lump,  $2.78 ;  ninth  district,  D.  J.  Deasey, 
Lincoln  lump,  $4.00 ;  tenth  district,  D.  J.  Deasey, 
Lincoln  lump.  $4.40.  The  Ohio  Fuel  Co.  was 
awarded  the  bulk  of  the  county  business.  This 
is  a  retail  company  owned  by  the  Miami  Coal 
Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago.  The  con¬ 
tracts  awarded  represent  an  expenditure  of  about 
$100,000  for  fuel  and  are  considered  desirable 
business. 

V 

.  The  Youghiogheny  &  Ohio  Coal  Co.,  Columbus, 
Ohio,  recently  increased  its  capital  stock  from 
$250,000  to  $1,500,000.  It  is  thought  this  increase 
is  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging  its  operations  in 
the  vicinity  of  Wheeling.  W.  Va.,  where  the  com¬ 
pany  has  nearly  12,000  acres  of  coal. 
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Well,  there  is  one  good  thing  in  the  west,  at  least.  We  have  not  yet 
had  our  slump  in  fine  coals  which  generally  marks  the  summer.  For  this 
source  of  inspiration  let  us  be  thankful. 

Chicago  coal  men  are  planning  for  their  third  annual  outing  and  picnic 
on  August  twelfth.  Such  matters  should  receive  the  hearty  and  earnest  sup¬ 
port  of  all  of  the  factors  in  the  trade,  because  they  do  a  large  amount  of 
good  in  bringing  diverse  interests  closer  together,  removing  the  mercenary 
spirit  and  promoting  solid  friendships  which  should  exist  among  business  men 
having  a  common  interest. 

General  Trend  of  Business. 

July  is  the  most  discouraging  month  in  the  year  in  the  coal  trade.  Busi¬ 
ness  is  at  a  low  point  and  buying  generally  is  nominal.  Coal  men  who 
remain  at  home  and  endeavor  to  do  business  find  it  a  discouraging  proposi¬ 
tion,  so  much  so  that  they  frequently  think  of  closing  up  shop  permanently 
and  retiring.  This  year,  owing  to  the  dull  trade  in  May  and  June,  the  mid¬ 
summer  month  is  more  discouraging  than  ever.  Western  coal  men  par¬ 
ticularly  are  doing  business  as  economically  as  possible  and  do  not  seem 
very  sanguine  as  to  the  future.  Coal  men  are  somewhat  mercurial  in  their 
temperament.  Their  business  prosperity  and  business  depression  depends 
so  much  upon  weather  conditions  that,  to  a  certain  extent,  in  their  views  of 
the  business  outlook  they  are  extremely  fickle.  The  good  business  one  day 


is  forgotten  the  next,  if  it  happens  to  be  a  bad  day.  The  bad  business 
period  is  soon  forgotten  when  orders  couie  in  thick  and  fast  and  prices  are 
fair.  This  characteristic  of  the  factors  in  the  trade  probably  makes  the 
present  depression  seem  more  severe  than  it  really  is. 

But,  leaving  the  present  and  casting  a  glance  into  the  future,  if  general 
trade  reports  are  honest  the  outlook  is  most  encouraging.  Crop  prospects 
in  the  west  are  excellent  and  the  volume  of  fall  and  winter  business,  based 
on  present  indications,  will  be  the  best  ever  experienced.  In  substantiation 
of  this  we  wish  to  quote  in  part  a  telegram  which  recently  was  published  in 
the  Wall  Street  Summary : 

“Officials  of  the  western  railroads  are  enthusiastic  over  the  crop  outlook 
and  over  the  prospect  of  a  large  and  remunerative  volume  of  traffic  during 
the  fall  and  winter  "months.  The  government  crop  report  caused  renewed 
confidence  in  all  sections  and  already  has  given  the  general  business  of  the 
west  a  moderate  impetus,  and  general  merchandise  of  every  description  is 
beginning  to  flow  into  the  western  sections  on  a  larger  scale  than  for  some 
weeks.  Traffic  of  this  kind  keeps  well  ahead  of  that  of  the  same  time  last 
year  and  traffic  officials  express  the  belief  that  there  will  be  a  gradual  increase 
in  tonnage  from  now  on  until  it  reaches  enormous  proportions  and  entirely 
eliminates  the  surplus  car  supply,  which  is  principally  due  to  the  addition  of 
equipment  during  the  early  spring  and  summer.  *  *  *  All  lines  are  mak¬ 
ing  preparation  in  other  ways  to  meet  the  heavy  business  which  they  claim 
is  as  good  as  in  sight,  by  building  additional  tracks,  enlarging  terminal 
facilities  and  building  yards  of  greater  capacity.  There  is  also  now  a  pros¬ 
pect  of  a  corn  crop  as  large  as  that  of  a  year  ago,  or  nearly  so,  and  the 
prospect  for  a  good  yield  of  spring  wheat  is  brighter  than  it  has  been  at  any 
time  since  this  crop  became  a  factor  in  the  situation.  ♦  ♦  ♦  Jobbing 

houses  at  western  distributing  points  report  an  average  increase  already  in 
the  sale  of  fall  goods  as  compared  with  the  volume  of  business  handled  up 
to  the  present  time  a  year  ago.  And  persons  identified  with  these  concerns 
say  that  there  is  greater  confidence  expressed  on  the  part  of  western  mer¬ 
chants  and  others  than  they  have  noticed  for  a  year  or  two.  There  appears 
to  be  no  hesitation  on  the  part  of  buyers  to  accumulate  stocks  of  merchan¬ 
dise,  whereas  a  year  ago  there  was  hesitation  on  every  hand  and  great 
caution  was  practiced  in  making  purchases  for  more  than  actual  immediate 
requirement.” 

This  appears  in  a  conservative  financial  journal  which  a  year  ago  was  . 
inclined,  when  it  expressed  any  opinion  whatever,  to  be  a  trifle  pessimistic. 
Have  you  ever  read  a  forecast  of  business  conditions  that  was  more  encourag¬ 
ing  than  this  one?  It  certainly  paints  the  future  in  bright  colors,  and  owing 
to  the  standing  of  the  newspaper  which  published  this  matter  its  assertions 
must  be  received  as  indicating  the  truth. 

If  this  authority  is  not  sufficient  we  have  cumulative  evidence  from 
another  source  which  is  equally  important.  James  J.  Hill,  the  great  railroad 
president,  in  an  interview  published  in  New  York,  tersely  refers  to  business 
prospects  as  follows ; 

“T  see  no  dangerous  shoals  ahead  in  the  business  and  financial  situation, 
so  I  look  for  any  sort  of  a  business  boom.  The  country  ought  to  be  thank¬ 
ful  if  business  moves  along  in  its  present  volume.  What  is  needed  the 
country  over  is  a  great  awakening,  a  sort  of  revival,  in  its  business  methods 
in  domestic  and  foreign  trade  and  a  different  or  higher  commercial  standing 
or  moral  tone.  This  great  awakening  will  have  to  come  before  we  are  a 
world  power.”  Mr.  Hill  further,  in  the  interview,  refers  to  some  of  the 
political  questions  of  the  day,  particularly  with  reference  to  the  foreign 
trade. 

If  there  is  any  one  in  the  coal  industry  lacking  in  confidence  as  to  the 
future,  after  reading  these  two  views  of  the  situation,  he  must  be  a  con¬ 
firmed  pessimist.  Every  line  of  trade  is  dependent  upon  the  volume  of 
business  in  every  other  line.  General  prosperity  in  this  country  means  the 
prosperity  of  the  coal  business ;  it  means  that  a  larger  volume  of  fuel  will 
be  required  to  move  our  trains,  to  manufacture  our  products,  to  furnish 
commodities  and  luxuries  to  our  people.  If  the  volume  of  business  of  the 
entire  country  has  expanded  to  the  extent  that  it  will  require  all  the  addi¬ 
tional  equipment  provided  by  the  rail  lines  to  transport  commodities  to  our 
consumers,  then  it  follows  that  it  will  require  the  added  production  of  coal 
now  possible  to  meet  the  fuel  consumptive  requirements.  This  is  a  rhost 
important  factor  in  gauging  the  future  situation.  .Another  factor  is  based 
on  the  common  law  of  general  commerce.  Following  a  period  of  high  prices 
there  is  inevitably  a  period  of  depression  and  low  prices.  Then  the  pendu¬ 
lum  swings  in  the  other  direction  and  there  is  a  reaction  from  the  extreme 
low  prices  to  those  which  are  moderatriy  high.  In  the  coal  industry,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  west,  we  have  heen  at  the  point  of  low  prices  for  two  years. 
The  depression  of  the  past  six  or  eight  months  has  been  the  most  marked 
and  pronounced  ever  experienced  in  the  coal  trade.  We  are  now  due  for 
the  reaction.  It  ought  to  commence  with  the  fall  revival  of  business  activity. 

If  we  judge  purely  from  surface  indications  it  will  commence  with  this 
period.  Coal  men,  therefore,  should  be  of  good  cheer.  They  are  about  to 
enter  upon  their  own  again. 
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New  Secretary  in  Michigan 

The  executive  committee  of  the  Michigan  and 
Indiana  Retail  Coal  Association,  at  a  meeting 
held  recently  at  Jackson,  Mich.,  elected  Charles 
F.  Gibson  secretary,  to  succeed  James  T.  Eaman, 
of  Detroit.  Following  the  meeting  a  letter  was 
sent  out  to  the  members  of  the  association  as 
follows : 

“At  the  regular  annual  meeting  of  the  executive 
board  of  the  Michigan  and  Indiana  Retail  Coal 
Association,  held  immediately  upon  the  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  the  association’s  annual  meeting,  June 
seventh  and  eishth,  1905,  matter  of  appointment 
of  secretary  was  taken  up,  and  it  being  decided 
not  to  reappoint  the  former  secretary,  and  it 
being  calculated  that  some  two  or  three  weeks’ 
time  would  be  required  in  which  to  receive  ap¬ 
plications,  make  investigations,  etc.,  it  was  the 
action  of  the  board  to  refer  matter  to  a  committee 
with  power  to  appoint. 

“Said  committee  met  in  the  city  of  >  Jackson 
July  eleventh,  1905,  and  after  giving  applications 
on  file  due  consideration,  concluded  unanimously 
to  appoint  Charles  F.  Gibson,  of  the  city  of  De¬ 
troit. 

“You  will  therefore  please  take  notice  that  the 
said  Charles  F.  Gibson  has  been  duly  appointed 
secretary  of  the  Michigan  and  Indiana  Retail 
Coal  Association  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  for  the 
present,  until  further  notice,  the  office  of  the 
secretary  will  be  in  the  city  of  Jackson,  Mich., 
where  all  communications  should  be  addressed. 

“Now  thaj  a  secretary  has  been  appointed,  it 
is  expected  that  the  business  of  the  association 


will  be  put  in  first-class  shape  in  a  very  short 
time,  and  with  the  united  and  loyal  support  ex¬ 
tended  the  executive  board  by  the  regular  and 
honorary  members,  the  association  will  continue  to 
grow  and  be  stronger  than  ever  before,  doing 
good  for  all  concerned.’’ 

This  letter  was  signed  by  D.  M.  Baker,  F.  A. 
Hobbs,  A.  E.  Bradshaw,  George  H.  Krudop,  J. 
W.  Landrum,  Walter  C.  Miller,  George  T.  Cal¬ 
vert,  J.  W.  Ryder  and  Robert  Lake,  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  .executive  board  of  the  association. 

V 

Kentucky  'Dealers  to  Organize. 

Retail  coal  dealers  in  the  states  of  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee  will  hold  a  meeting  at  Louisville, 
Ky.,  July  twenty-fourth  and  twenty-fifth  (Mon¬ 
day  and  Tuesday  of  next  week)  for  the  purpose 
of  forming  an  interstate  retail  coal  dealers’  as¬ 
sociation.  The  matter  has  been  quietly  canvassed 
in  that  territory,  and  it  has  been  found  that  there 
is  a  decided  sentiment  in  favor  of  such  action, 
the  belief  prevailing  that  an  effective  organization 
can  be  formed.  '  Such  matters  as  irregular  ship¬ 
ments,  the  short  weight  problem  and  others 
equally  important  will  be  considered  at  this  meet¬ 
ing.  The  dealers  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee, 
who  are  interested  in  the  proposed  organization, 
are  earnestly  invited  to  be  present  at  this  meet¬ 
ing  next  week.  E.  G.  Fristoe,  secretary  and  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  the  Mayfield  Coal  &  Ice  Co., 
Mayfield,  Ky.,  is  active  in  the  work  of  forming 
the  new  association. 


Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  & 
Coal  Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  trans¬ 
ported  over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  July 
fifteenth,  the  corresponding  week  last  year,  the 
year  to  date,  and  the  corresponding  period  in 
1904. 

Cumber- 

,  Broad  Top  land  Total. 

Week  ending  July  15.  1905.  7,727  22,061  29,789 

Corresponding  week,  1904..  7,002  2.3,491  30  493 

Total  for  year  1905 . 371,718  486,407  858,125 

Corresponding  period,  1904.357,629  574,163  931,793 

V 

The  Citizens  Coal  Mining  Co.,  315  Dearborn 
street,  Chicago,  is  operating  its  “B”  mine,  where 
the  famous  Washington  domestic  coal  is  mined, 
to  its  fullest  capacity,  and  this  coal  is  making 
a  name  for  itself  in  the  northwest. 

V 

Harold  Eldridge,  general  manager  of  the  El- 
dridge  Coal  Co.,  Tribune  building,  Chicago,  has 
returned  from  a  two  weeks’  vacation  which  he 
spent  in  the  east  visiting  at  Westbrook,  Conn., 
and  Long  Island  sound  ports. 

V 

The  Star  Union  Coal  &  Oil  Co.,  Indianapolis, 
Ind.,  recently  decreased  its  capital  stock  from 
$1,000,000  to  $300,000. 


Boiler  Tests  with  Illinois  Coal  Under  State  Supervision 


Prepared  by  the  University  of  Illinois. 
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Chicago  Coal  Men  to  Hold  Picnic. 


At  a  well  attended  meeting  of  leading  whole¬ 
sale  coal  men  of  Chicago  last  Tuesday  noon  at 
the  Grand  Pacific  hotel  it  was  decided  to  hold 
an  outing  and  picnic  some  time  during  the 
month  of  August.  This  outing  will  occur  on 
August  twelfth.  This  was  the  date  which  was 
regarded  most  favorably  by  those  nresent,  and  it 
was  finally  decided  upon.  It  occurs  on  Saturday, 
and,  as  has  been  the  custom  during  the  past  year 
or  two.  it  is  expected  that  all  of  the  wholesale 
coal  offices  will  be  closed  all  day. 

Ravinia  Park,  located  on  the  Chicago  &  North¬ 
western  and  the  Chicago  &  Milwaukee  Electric 
railways,  has  been  chosen  as  the  place  for  the 
picnic.  The  committee  on  location  and  transpor¬ 
tation  met  Wednesday,  and  after  visiting  Ravinia 
Park  decided  it  was  an  ideal  place  for  such  an 
outing.  There  is  a  stadium  at  that  point  which 
is  open  to  every  one.  It  is  covered  and  is  pro¬ 
vided  with  seats  for  spectators,  while  there  is  a 
^good  field,  including  a  baseball  diamond  in  front 
*of  it,  on  which  will  occur  all  the  athletic  events. 
In  addition  there  are  a  number  of  entertainment 
features  at  the  park,  a  Casino  where  meals  are 
served,  and  it  is  located  in  a  beautiful  spot,  fur¬ 
nishing  plenty  of  accommodations  for  those  who 
would  prefer  a  basket  lunch.  It  is  about  four¬ 
teen  miles  from  Chicago,  not  far  from  Sheridan 
road,  and  coal  men  who  have  automobiles  will 
find  the  trip  a  delightful  one  from  the  city  to 
the  picnic  grounds  and  return. 

Vlcnlc  In  an  Ideal  Place. 

Now  that  Ravinia  Park  has  been  selected,  it 
is  hoped  there  will  be  a  large  turnout  of  auto- 
mobilists,  while  others  who  attend  will  be  pro¬ 
vided  accommodations  over  the  Chicago  &  Mil¬ 
waukee  electric  line.  The  plan  is  to  have  a 
baseball  game  in  the  morning,  have  luncheon  for 
the  party  at  noon  and  athletic  events  in  the  after¬ 
noon.  If  there  are  any  who  desire  to  remain 
during  the  evening  they  can  secure  dinner  at  the 
Casino,  and  will  find  the  regular  •  entertainment 
features  very  interesting.  A  famous  band  will 


be  the  attraction  the  week  the  picnic  is  held. 

G.  H.  Merryweather  presided  at  the  meeting 
last  Tuesday  noon.  After  some  preliminary  dis¬ 
cussion  every  one  in  the  room  in  favor  of  the 
picnic  was  asked  to  stand  up,  and  the  vote  was 
unanimous.  The  following  committees  were  then 
appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  arrangements; 

LOCATION  AND  TRANSPOKTATION. 

H.  H.  Taylor,  W.  C.  Hill, 

D.  W.  Buchanan.  F.  L.  Jewett. 


AMUSEMENTS. 

L.  R.  Rutter,  Sidney  P.  Hostler, 

H.  A.  Chaffin,  N.  S.  Birkland, 

F.  L.  Jewett. 


FINANCE. 


J.  K.  Dering, 

F.  N.  Pease, 

F.  J.  Browning, 

H.  H.  Taylor, 

G.  H.  Merryweather, 
G.  H.  Conn, 

C.  B.  Chisholm, 


H.  H.  Rhodes, 

C.  M.  Moderwell, 

De  Forest  Pomeroy, 
R.  B.  Hammond, 

W.  C.  Hill, 

Arthur  J.  MacBride, 
P.  S.  Elwell. 


The  committee  on  location  and  transportation 
was  immediately  organized  and  began  work 
Wednesday.  During  the  course  of  the  meeting 
on  Tuesday  a  number  of  addresses  were  made 
enthusiastically  in  favor  of  the  picnic  proposi¬ 
tion,  and  there  seems  to  be  a  decided  sentiment 
in  support  of  the  idea  of  an  outing. 


Arrangements  on  a  Liberal  Scale. 

The  arrangements  for  the  picnic  will  be  on 
a  most  liberal  scale.  There  will  be  a  program 
of  athletic  events,  which  will  enable  every  one 
so  inclined  to  participate,  and  medals  and  prizes 
will  be  awarded  to  the  winners.  Already  the 
uniform  baseball  team  of  the  Peabody  Coal  Co. 
has  signified  its  desire  to  meet  a  similar  team 
in  a  match  game  at  that  time.  It  is  understood 


that  the  Peabodys  are  good  ball  players,  and  a 
contest  of  this  character,  if  it  could  be  arranged, 
would  prove  a  most  interesting  event  of  the  day. 
Tickets  for  the  picnic,  including  transportation 
and  luncheon,  will  be  sold,  in  all  probability,  to 
the  larger  coal  companies  with  'the  desire  that 
their  employes  be  permitted  to  attend. 

V 

Will  Meet  Chicago  Shippers. 

Secretary  G.  H.  Reeves,  of  the  Northwestern 
Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  will  hold  a 
conference  in  Chicago  on  July  twenty-seventh,  at 
which  time  he  will  meet  the  leading  coal  ship¬ 
pers  who  do  business  in  the  northwest.  Secretary 
Reeves  has  been  in  communication  with  coal  ship¬ 
pers  with  reference  to  such  a  meeting,  and  all 
the  preliminaries  have  been  arranged  except  the 
place  at  which  it  will  be  held.  Coal  shippers  will 
be  asked  to  be  present  for  the  purpose  of  having 
a  heart  to  heart  talk  with  the  secretary,  to  consider 
such  matters  as  may  be  of  mutual  interest  to 
themselves  and  the  retailers  in  the  northwest. 

There  are  four  or  five  small  jobbers  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  so  Secretary  Reeves  claims,  who  arc  not  in 
accord  with  his  work.  His  idea  is  to  get  these 
shippers  together  and  take  some  concentrated  ac¬ 
tion  on  mutual  matters  with  a  view  to  promoting 
the  best  interests  of  the  trade.  He  feels  that  if 
these  few  jobbers  were  interested  in  his  work  in 
the  proper  manner,  the  coal  shippers  of  this  city 
would  then  be  in  good  shape,  so  far  as  shipments 
to  that  territory  were  concerned. 

To  show  the  progress  that  is  being  made  in 
connection  with  the  Northwestern  Association, 
Secretary  Reeves  writes  that  a  large  mining  com¬ 
pany  wrote  to  him  the  other  day  that  it  had_  re¬ 
fused  to  ship  a  car  of  coal  for  one  of  these  job¬ 
bers  to  the  consumer  in  the  territory  of  the  North¬ 
western  association,  with  the  result  that  the  job¬ 
ber  got  mad  and  cancelled  a  large  contract  with 
this  mining  company  for  steam  coal_  in  Chicago. 
Mr.  Reeves  has  expressed  his  appreciation  of  the 
loyalty  which  resulted  in  the  shipping  company 
taking  this  position. 


Leverett  L.  Hull. 


Lev^rett  L.  Hull,  whose  sad  death  occurred  a  week  ago 
last  Saturday,  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  coal  men  in 
Chicago,  a  member  of  a  number  of  leading  clubs  and  a 
factor  in  the  social  life  of  the  city.  His  death  is  mourned 
by  hosts  of  friends  and  relatives  in  this  city  and  in  Cincin¬ 
nati,  his  former  home. 


W.  A.  Gipson. 

At  the  recent  annual  meeting  of  the  Ohio  Wholesale  and 
Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  W.  A.  Gipson  was  unani¬ 
mously  re-elected  to  the  position  of  treasurer.  Mr.  Gipson 
is  a  prominent  dealer  and  this  compliment  was  one  which 
he  thoroughly  merited  as  a  result  of  his  earnest  association 
work. 
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Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East 


Office  of  T he  Black  Diamond, 
New  York  City,  July  20. 

The  anthracite  market  is  characterized  as  quiet 
by  everybody  interested  in  this  industry.  While 
this  is  undoubtedly  true,  yet  present  conditions 
are  accentuated  in  comparison  with  the  great 
activity  of  only  a  few  weeks  ago,  making  it  ap¬ 
pear  duller  than  it  really  is.  But  when  compared 
with  the  corresponding  period  of  other  years  it 
shows  up  remarkablv  well.  The  demand  for  cur¬ 
rent  requirements  is  naturally  very  much  re¬ 
duced  at  this  time,  following  a  season  of  such 
heavy  shipments.  Storage  yards  have  been  filled 
to  capacity,  stocks  being  sufficient  to  meet  the  re¬ 
quirements  during  the  summer  months.  Until 
consumption  is  increased  by  weather  conditions, 
with  the  advance  of  the  season,  movement  is 
likly  to  remain  quiet.  Orders  coming  in  are  be¬ 
ing  filled  promptly,  though  there  is  less  coal  be¬ 
ing  mined  this  month  than  at  any  time  since  the 
first  of  the  year.  Producers  fully  appreciate  that 
consumers  are  not  in  need  of  any  quantity  of 
coat  at  this  period  and  are  in  consequence  taking 
advantage  of  this  slackness  to  make  such  needed 
repairs  at  the  collieries  as  may  be  found  neces¬ 
sary,  closing  them  down  temporarily  until  they 
can  be  put  in  order  and  a  full  tonnage  is  again 
in  demand. 

That  the  tonnage  this  year  will  be  targe  is  gen¬ 
erally  conceded,  and  with  over  30.716,000  tons 
produced  during  the  first  six  months  of  the  year 
it  is  not  unlikely  that  it  will  be  as  heavy  as  any 
preceding  year.  A  considerable  proportion  of 
the  coal  now  being  mined,  of  course,  will  go  into 
storage,  especially  the  finer  sizes,  in  order  to 
facilitate  the  distribution  later  on,  when  transpor¬ 
tation  is  not  so  free  and  demand  is  active,  which 
will  occur  with  the  advent  of  winter  weather. 

Present  Movement  Is  Moderate. 

The  movement  of  coal  to  the  different  mar¬ 
kets  is  only  moderate  at  present,  although  the 
trade  is  taking  about  all  the  coal  in  the  more 
popular  sizes  that  is  produced.  The  coals  less 
favored  are  being  stored  or  held  in  cars,  await¬ 
ing  possible  orders. 

At  tidewater  the '  market  generally  is  quiet, 
though  enough  orders  are  coming  in  to  keep  up 
a_  fairly  normal  movement,  which  is  about  suffi¬ 
cient  to  keep  the  barge  service  of  the  companies 
occupied  with  deliveries. 

At  eastern  points  trade  as  a  whole  is  dull. 


Even  the  all-rail  demand,  which  was  active  up 
to  a  week  or  two  ago  at  the  more  northerly 
points,  is  now  materially  reduced.  Notwithstand¬ 
ing  that  full  shipments  have  not  been  made  in  all 
cases  to  these  localities,  buying  for  the  movement 
is  practically  nil.  That  an  early  fall  demand  in 
the  all-rail  trade  will  occur  is  the  opinion  of 
producers,  as  stocks  are  considered  to  be  smaller 
than  in  past  years,  with  a  large  consuming  com¬ 
munity  still  unsupplied.  Shoal-water  ports  and 
river  points  continue  to  fill  all  storage  room  they 
have  left.  With  plenty  of  suitable  vessels  avail¬ 
able  for  this  class  of  business,  it  is  receiving 
prompt  attention.  At  retail,  trade  is  reported  as 
quiet  at  all  the  leading  centers.  The  weather  the 
past  week  or  two  certainly  has  not  been  of  a  de¬ 
gree  to  suggest  coal  in  any  form  for  domestic 
use.  Orders,  therefore,  are  confined  to  narrow 
limits.  The  larger  New  York  dealers  are  not  so 
closely  confined  to  the  domestic  trade,  having  in 
most  instances  sufficient  business  on  the  fine  sizes 
and  bituminous  coal  to  keep  them  employed.  In 
this  way  they  avoid  the  usual  summer  dullness. 

Seaboard  Bituminous  Trade  Steady. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  bituminous  coal  trade 
is  dull,  though  most  of  the  producers  are  busy 
for  a  short  time  and  then  experience  a  quiet  de¬ 
mand  again.  Those  heavily  contracted,  however, 
are  obliged  to  operate  well  up  to  their  capacity 
at  all  times.  Coal  piles  in  consumers’  yards  are 
gradually  increasing  in  size.  The  latter  are  tak¬ 
ing  advantage  of  the  low  ocean  freight  rates  pre¬ 
vailing.  This  particularly  applies  to  the  far  east. 
The  trade  there  seems  to  have  continued  the 
policy  of  previous  years  and  is  securing  the 
benefit  of  lower  rates  on  water  freight,  insurance 
and  the  better  facilities  which  prevail  during  the 
summer.  This  prevails  to  a  greater  extent  than 
was  expected  a  week  or  two  ago.  It  is  believed 
that  more  coal  has  been  contracted  for  this  year 
than  previously,  and  this  must  have  an  effect 
by  establishing  greater  stability  as  to  prices  and 
the  delivery  of  a  more  regular  volume  of  fuel 
than  heretofore.  Possibly  this,  with  the  policy 
of  the  main  line  roads  of  watching  so  closely  for 
accumulations  of  coal  at  terminals  and  prevent¬ 
ing  congestions  of  this  character,  has  improved 
the  general  status  of  the  trade,  for  there  seems 
to  be  much  improvement  when  a  comparison  is 
made  with  former  years.  Fairly  free  shipments 
to  shoal-water  ports  and  out-of-the-way  places 
are  reported,  resulting  in  fairly  heavy  stocking  at 


these  points  at  the  lowest  figures  of  the  season. 
This  will  also  relieve  producers  when  the  trade 
is  more  active  later  on  and  suitable  vessels  are 
scarce,  with  freight  rates  high.  The  rates  at  this 
time  on  small  craft  range  down  toward  the  deep¬ 
water  and  desirable  port  rates,  which  now  are 
probably  below  cost. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  is  working  along  smoothly, 
the  dullness  showing  to  a  more  or  less  extent  as 
the  individual  producer  is  situated  in  regard  to 
the  amount  of  coal  he  has  contracted  to  supply. 

More  Coal  Moving  on  Contracts. 

Contractors  are  showing  more  of  a  disposition 
to  take  on  coal,  on  account  of  the  saving  that  will 
accrue  by  shipments  before  ocean  freights  advance. 
The  through  all-rail  trade  to  the  far  east  is 
showing  a  fair  tonnage,  and  it  is  not  expected 
that  shipments  to  this  territory  will  be  inter¬ 
fered  with  by  any  policy  of  the  New  Haven  road. 
In  fact,  this  business  has  been  favored  to  certain 
points  by  lower  rates  over  the  Boston  &  Maine 
recently. 

Trade  along  the  sound  is  very  quiet.  Consum¬ 
ers  in  this  territory  are  following  the  policy  of 
previous  years  in  restricting  shipments  till  the 
last  moment,  then  coming  in  with  a  rush,  when 
they  are  obliged  to  pay  the  increased  cost  of  de¬ 
livery  and  possibly  also  a  higher  price  for  coal. 
In  the  aggregate  this  must  affect  their  business 
considerably. 

At  New  York  harbor  there  is  a  scarcity  of 
orders,  but  coal  is  also  in  limited  supply  and  few 
•cargoes  are  offered  on  the  market.  Prices  range 
as  quoted  last  week  and  are  $2.30@2.40  for  the 
steam  grades  f.  o.  b.  this  harbor.  "The  all-rail 
business,  local  to  the  mines,  shows  a  good  tone, 
and  there  is  little  change,  either  as  to  price  or 
tonnage  _  moving.  Possibly  five  cents  may  be 
waived  in  some  cases  where  a  contract  is  de¬ 
sirable.  Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is 
slightly  slower,  but  coal  is  running  through  in 
abou^  schedule  time.  Car  supply  is  up  to  all  re¬ 
quirements  where  prompt  dispatch  is  given  in 
unloading. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market,  vessels  are  in 
good  supply.  Philadelphia  quotes  current  rates 
as  follows;  Boston.  Salem  and  Portland,  60c; 
sound  ports,  50c;  Portsmouth,  65c;  Lynn,  75@ 
80c;  _  Newburyport.  80c;  Bath,  70c:  Saco  and 
Gardiner,  90c  and  towage.  New  York  harbor 
quotes  50c  to  points  around  the  cape. 


Market  ^fews  from  Buff alo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  July  20. —  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.)— So  far  as  line  business  is  concerned  the 
week  has  been  one  of  exceptional  quiet,  and  this 
condition  is  likely  to  continue  for  a  month  at 
least.  Anthracite  dealers,  or  rather  the  producers’ 
agents’,  are  under  instruction  to  rest  on  their 
oars  for  a  time,  the  policy  being  to  hold  the  mar¬ 
ket  for  a  stronger  tone  when  the  fall  trade  opens. 
There  is  a  letup  in  the  mine  operations  and  only 
sufficient  coal  is  being  sent  forward  to  fill  the 
lake  trade  demand,  which  for  the  past  week  has 
taken  on  a  visible  increased  activity.  Shipments 
for  the  past  seven  days  amounted  to  66,400  tons. 


distributed  as  follows : 

T  ons. 

Duluth  .  13,100 

Sheboygan . .’ .  3,500 

Chicago  .  .  19.625 

Fort  William  .  1,900 

Gladstone  .  1,000 

Milwaukee  .  10,400 

Soo  .  1,200 

Superior  .  14,800 

Toledo  .  875 


One  feature  of  the  week’s  shipments  has  been 
the  comparatively  large  number  of  heavy  cargoes. 
One  boat  clearing  for  Duluth  carried  7,500  tons 
and  another  for  Chicago  had  no  trouble  in  get¬ 
ting  away  from  her  dock  with  7,675  tons.  These 
large  cargoes  are  a  decciying  factor  in  the  trade. 
The  number  of  cargoes  is  not  large  and  the  idea 
naturally  obtains  that  shipments  are  not  heavy. 


but  when  the  total  is  footed  it  is  found  that  the 
real  forwarding  is  much  larger  than  in  former 
years. 

In_  the  local  retail  trade  there  is  absolutely 
nothing  doing.  Heads  of  firms  are  in  most  cases 
off  on  annual  vacations  and  the  clerks  are  killing 
time  as  best  they  can.  Everybody  is  confident, 
however,  of  a  remarkably  lively  fall  business. 

It  is  rumored  here,  and  the  rumor  is  from 
a  source  that  can  not  be  questioned,  that  the 
Pittsburg  &  Buffalo  Coal  Co.  is  shortly  to  close 
its  Buffalo  office  and  confine  its  business  to  the 
gperal  office  in  Pittsburg.  Thomas  P.  Jones, 
vice-president.  Is  the  local  representative.  An  at¬ 
tempt  to  see  Mr.  Jones  today  failed  and  his  state¬ 
ment  of  the  matter  could  not  be  obtained,  but  it 
may  be  set  down  as  a  fact  that  the  rumor  is  cor¬ 
rect. 

George  M.  Space  and  Frank  Stewart  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  with  headquarters  in  St. 
Paul,  Minn.,  have  been  in  Buffalo  this  week  on 
business.  They  departed  for  the  west  on  Tues¬ 
day  evening. 

Bake  Boats  BelnK  lyoadcd  Blberally. 

Williams  &  Peters  are  loading  lake  boats  lib¬ 
erally,  a  sudden  rush  of  orders  bringing  a  spurt 
of  increased  activity  to  their  docks.  They  have 
no  great  confidence  that  the  present  rush  will 
continue.  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  are  only  loading 
an  occasional  cargo,  but  are  closing  up  some  old 
line  orders.  Lehigh  Valley  reports  are  not  of 


an  encouraging  nature.  At  the  Lackawanna  tres¬ 
tles  there  is  a  good  measure  of  activity.  Now 
and  then  a  cargo  is  being  taken  on  at  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  &  Reading.  There  is  plenty  of  stock  to 
meet  all  demands. 

D.  L.  Tuttle,  sales  agent  of  the  Philadelphia  & 
Reading,  has  been  in  attendance  this  week  at  the 
national  convention  of  the  Epworth  league  in 
Denver. 

One  of  the  most  enjoyable  outings  Buffalo  coal 
rnen  ever  enjoyed  was  the  trip  down  the  Niagara 
river  on  Saturday.  There  were  eighty-two  per¬ 
sons  aboard  the  steamer  when  she  left  the  Buffalo 
dock.  ^  Luncheon  was  served  at  twelve  o’clock 
and  dinner  at  six  o’clock  aboard  the  boat.  The 
arrangements  left  nothing  to  be  desired,  and  the 
large  representation  of  coal  and  railroad  interests 
from  out  of  town  voted  the  affair  the  treat  of 
their  lives.  A  trip  was  made  around  Grand 
Island  and  the  party  returned  to  Buffalo  at 
9  :30  in  the_  evening,  loud  in  their  expressions  of 
commendation  for  the  manner  of  their  entertain- 
rnent.  Out  of  town  guests  who  enjoyed  the  hos- 
pitalitv  of  the  Buffalo  dealers  were  as  follows: 

A.  L.  Sailor,  Pittsburg;  E.  M.  Gross.  Greens- 
burg,  Pa. ;  W.  I.  Mitchell.  C.  A.  McCoombs,  M. 
K.  Garrett,  William  C.  Magee,  George  D.  Ogden, 
John  H.  Jones,  E.  P.  Pitcairn,  Pittsburg:  L.  K. 
Darrell,  I.lovd  Darrell.  J.  Chester  Stauffer,  J.  H. 
Painter,  Kittanning,  Pa. :  F.  B.  Miller,  H.  C. 
Burkett,  I.  R.  Eisaman.  Greensburg.  Pa. ;  M.  W. 
Sakman,  Latrobe,  Pa. ;  J.  A.  F.  Hov,  Garion,  Pa. ; 
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George  E.  Henry,  John  M.  Henry,  East  Brady, 
Pa.;  Noel  Marshall,  Toronto,  Ont. ;  Louis  Streu- 
ber,  R.  H.  Lowry.  Frederick  H.  Lee,  Erie,  Pa.; 
George  B.  Beale,  Oil  City,  Pa. ;  E.  L.  Brawley, 
New  Bedford,  Mass.;  C.  B.  Nienaber,  George  M. 
Space.  Fred  A.  Stewart,  St.  Paul,  Minn. ;  J.  R. 
Donaldson,  Fred  Saal,  Frank  McKirk,  Cleveland, 
Ohio;  John  H.  Engerb,  Rochester;  J.  W.  Rider, 
Kalamazoo,  Mich. ;  J.  W.  Ganoe,  Phillipston,  Pa. ; 

C.  H.  Montgomery,  R.  Lester  Spencer,  Sligo, 
Pa.;  Jesse  K.  Tobnsinn,  Charleroi,  Pa.;  M.  B. 
Kline,  Fred  H.  Ely,  Ridgeway, :  Pa. ;  Henry  Red¬ 
ding,  Reynoldsville,  Pa. ;  Joel  L.  Brown,  Butler, 
Pa.;  Frank  B.  Medbury.  Frank  W.  Powers, 
Youngstown,  Ohio ;  George  S.  Whyte,  Chicago, 
Ill.;. George  A.  Bergen,  New  York. 

Tym 

'The  Ohio  Coal  Trade. 

CoT.uMBUs,  Ohio,  July  20. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.^ — T.ake  sbipnnents  from  this  territory 
are  practically  suspended,  owing  to  the  embargo 
at  the  Toledo  docks.  Lack  of  vessels  has  caused 
such  an  accumulation  of  coal  at  the  docks  that 
further  receipts  have  been  shut  off  until  the  sur¬ 
plus  supply  can  be  moved.  Thi;?  condition  has 
prevailed  suice  the  first  of  .July,  and  while  oper¬ 
ators  are  every  day  expecting  word  that  ship¬ 
ments  may  be  resumed,  the  same  _  emergency  is 
likelv  to  arise  again  and  its  possibility  stands  as 
a  menace  to  the  interests  of  the  Hocking  valley 
operators.  The  movement  of  ore  is  very  heavy 
and  vessels  after  disebarpmg  their  cargo  at  Cleve¬ 
land  or  other  points'  in  many  instances  prefer  to 
fro  back  emnty  rather  than  undergo  the  delay  of 
loadin<T  with  coal  at  Toledo. 

Aside  from  the  lake  trade  onerators  report^  a 
lessened  demand  and  weaker  prices  compared  with 
Tidy  of  last  vear.  The  circular  quotation  of 
Hocking  domestic  lump  is  $1.^5  at  the  mines, 
but  a  great  deal  of  coal  is  selling  at  $1.1.5  and 
school  contracts  in  some  instances  are  being  made 
on  a  basis  of  $1.00.  _  _  _ 

Latest  advices  from  the  several  Ohio  mining 
districts  are  summarized  as  follows:  _  In  the 
Hocking  district  twelve  mines  are  working  two- 
tbirds  time  and  fifty  mines,  large  and  small,  a 
little  less  than  half  time,  making  the  average  a 
trifle  be'ow  fiftv  ner  cent  of  the  norma]  capacitv, 
which  is  a  slightly  poorer  showing  than  at  the 
same  period  last  year;  Massillon^  district,  one-half 
time,  -which  is  a  material  gain  since  last  reports ; 
Jackson  district,  one-half  time,  an  improved  con¬ 
dition  and  comparing  favorably  with  last  year; 
Coshocton  and  Guernsey  districts,  more  activity 
than  earlier  in  the  season,  the  former  working 
over  half  time;  Eastern  Ohio,  a  little  over  half 
time  and  better  than  1904.  when  labor  troubles 
existed  there;  Tuscarawas  district,  conditions  not 
as  good  as  at  this  time  last  year. 

Outlook  Favors  Improved  Demand. 

According  to  an  expert  local  authority,  there 
is  a  prospect  for  better  things  from  now  on,  but 
little  hope  for  a  generally  prosperous  season^  as 
the  increase  in  production  has  been  disproportion¬ 
ately  large  as  comnared  with  the  natural^  growth 
of  consumption.  The  merger  spirit  which  now 
prevails  means  that  a  few  railroads  will  ultimately 
control  the  entire  situation  and  that  the  mines 
which  are  the  most  expensive  to  operate  will  be 
shut  down.  The  Hocking  valley,  it  is  asserted, 
will  suffer  less  in  this  respect  than  other  dis¬ 
tricts.  because  its  product  is  so  well  known  and  is 
so  strongly  entrenched  in  public  favor,  partic¬ 
ularly  in  the  northwest,  that  the  demand  for  the 
same  will  keep  the  mines  active  in  spite"  of  other 
unfavorable  conditions  that  may  exist. 

Flotsam  &  Jetsam  From  Ohio. 

The  Columbus  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association 
will  bold  a  meeting  on  August  first  to  discuss  the 
question  of  delinquent  customers. 

An  anonymous  circular  letter  vigorously  de¬ 
nouncing  the.  proposed  merger  of  the  smaller 
Hocking  valley  interests  as  a  scheme  of  the  trusts, 
and  tvarning  operators  against  the  same,  is  being 
circulated  among  the  independent  operators. 

The  new  Kincade  mine  of  the  Columbus  & 
Hocking  Coal  Sc  Iron  Co.,  at  New  Straitsville.  on 
the  Hocking  Valley  railroad,  went  into  operation 
last  week,  with  an  output  of  1,500  tons  a  day.  _ 

It  is  semi-officially  announced  that  the  big 
combination  doing  business  under  the  name  of 
the  Sunday  Creek  Coal  Co.  will  shortly  change  its 
title  to  one  more  comprehensive. 


R.  C.  Wharton,  promoter  of  the  prospective 
trust  which  is  planned  to  take  over  the  inde¬ 
pendent  operators  of  the  Hocking  valley,  is 
quoted  to  the  effect  that  the  organization  will 
aim  to  include  every  company  of  any  importance 
outside  of  the  New  Pittsburgh  Co.,  the  Sunday 
Creek  Co.  and  the  Columbus  &  Hocking  Coal  & 
Iron  Co.  As  soon  as  the  incorporation  papers 
are  filed,  which  will  be  within  a  few  days,  the 
various  properties  will  be  inspected  and  appraised 
and  negotiations  opened  for  acquiring  them. 

V 

New  York  Central  Tonnage. 

Beech  Creek  coal  tonnage  originating  on  the 
New  York  Central  lines  for  the  week  ending 
July  seventh  amounted  to  135,260  tons,  a  total 
this  vear  to  that  date  of  4.504,153  tons,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  3,669,906  tons  for  the  corresponding 
period  last  year.  This  is  an  increase  of  834,247 
tons  during  1905. 

The  coke  tonnage  for  the  week  ending  July 
seventh  was  1,552  tons,  a  total  to  that  date  of 
.52,434  tons,  as  compared  with  only  14,880  tons 
for  the  corresponding  period  last  year. 

V  ' 

The  New  England  Trade. 

Boston.  Mass..  July  21. —  (Special  Corrnspond- 
ence.) — There  is  little  of  interest  to  report  in 
anthracite  circles  in  this  territory,  the  trade  gen¬ 
erally  being  inclined  to  devote  more  time  to  vaca¬ 
tions,  because  of  the  high  temperature  prevail¬ 
ing,  than  to  business  transactions  of  any  kind. 
Consumers  appear  to  be  contented  with  the  stocks 
thev  have  received  up  to  this  time  and  from  the 
lack  of  demand  it  is  evident  there  is  no  urgent 
need  for  coal  just  now.  This  situation  is  likely 
to  continue  until  more  seasonable  weather  pre¬ 
vails.  There  is.  of  course,  the  usual  buying  to 
cover  any  shortage  in  dealers’  yards  on  such 
coal  as  has  been  carted  out  for  domestic  or  other 
purposes.  This  is  absorbing  the  coal  arriving  at 
receiving  ports,  but  the  latter  is  reduced  in 
volume  from  the  shipments  of  several  months 
past.  The  market  is  not  being  congested  with 
excess  coal,  shinpers  preferring  to  wait  for  more 
favorable  conditions,  deriving  therefrom  better 
results.  Some  individual  operators  and  selling 
houses  are  offering  a  small  amount  of  tonnage  , 
freely  at  last  month’s  circular  and  are  willing 
to  make  any  sort  of  terras  to  induce  sales,  but 
this  is  seldom  effective  in  relieving  the  shipper 
of  coal  that  is  already  on  the  way,  for  which 
there  is  no  demand.  Some  additional  tonnage  has 
been  put  in  the  companies’  pockets  and  in  storage 
here  and  at  the  sound  ports  for  future  distribu¬ 
tion  in  the  trade,  but  these  facilities  are  not 
yet  supplied  and  further  tonnage  \Vill  be  re¬ 
quired  before  cold  weather.  At  retail,  trade  is 
very  quiet,  dealers  finding  it  hard  to  keep  their 
teams  employed.  This  business  either  has  been 
finished  or  is  not  ready  for  coal  at  present,  mak¬ 
ing  the  market  very  dull.  Prices  are  well  up¬ 
held  and  no  deviation  from  circular  figures  is 
reported. 

.Bituminous  Market  is  Improved. 

The  bituminous  market  is  improved  slightly 
by  increased  orders  for  shipments  on  contracts, 
but  transient  business  is  unusually  quiet.  It  is 
thought  that  present  demand  is  entirelv  for  the 
purpose  of  increasing  stocks,  to  take  advantage 
of  the  exceedingly  low  water  freight  now  pre¬ 
vailing  and  better  facilities  which  can  be  given 
shipments  at  this  time.  Outside  of  this  business 
there  is  little  doing  and  everybody  seems  to  be 
waiting  for  the  change  in  the  tide  of  trade,  which 
will  come  later.  This  condition  also  applies  to 
the  all-rail  movement  farther  east,  in  which  there 
are  few  orders  and  which  is  temporarily  stag¬ 
nant,  possibly  due  to  natural  causes  more  than 
the  desire  to  withhold  business.  Most  producers 
anticipate  a  very  active  demand  for  tonnage 
when  the  market  turns  for  the  better  and  are 
preparing  in  various  wavs  to  meet  the  situation. 
Consuming  plants  are  also  making  necessary  re¬ 
pairs  and  therefore  are  not  taking  quite  as  much 
coal  as  they  will  later.  Prices  remain  unchanged 
and  are  well  maintained  on  the  higher  grades 
at  full  circular  figures.  There  has  not  been  in 
years  such  an  absence  from  price  cutting  and 
demoralization  of  the  market  by  spot  cargoes  as 


this  year.  This  has  resulted  in  the  present  strong 
tone  of  the  market. 

In  the  vessel  market  there  is  no  change.  All 
kinds  of  craft  are  in  good  supply,  with  rates 
at  a  minimum.  The  larger  vessels  can  be  had  at 
60c  from  Philadelphia  and  the  Virginia  cape 
ports;  Baltimore  at  65c,  and  New  York  quotes 
50c  to  points  around  the  cape. 

The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  July  21. — (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Anthracite  business  has  quieted 
down  to  a  degree  at  this  center  and  attracts  but 
little  attention,  the  distribution  at  the  moment 
being  small.  These  conditions  are  entirely  due  to 
the  hot  weather,  which  has  been  particularly 
intense  during  the  week,  ranging  up  to  ninety- 
eight  degrees  driving  many  people  out  of  town 
and  away  from  business  until  it  moderated. 
This  lack  of  interest  has  emphasized  the  normal 
dullness  customary  at  this  season  of  the  year. 
No  one  is  active  in  securing  new  orders,  prefer¬ 
ring  to  wait  until  the  natural  demand  develops 
later  on.  A  moderate  tonnage  is  going  forward 
from  the  mines  to  supply  the  daily  requirements 
in  certain  lines  of  the  trade,  but  tbe  volume  is 
considerably  reduced  as  compared  with  the  past 
six  months,  and  will  continue  quiet  while  the 
warm  weather  lasts.  In  some  individual  cases 
orders  are  received  for  special  grades  or  certain 
sizes  where  stocks  have  been  depleted,  but  this 
business  is  not  of  large  proportions  and  prompt 
delivery  is  furnished.  Shipments  via  the  Dela¬ 
ware  river  to  points  in  the  east  are  normal  for 
this  season  of  the  year,  but  are  slightly  less  than 
the  barge  facilities  available  for  this  purpose, 
some  of  the  latter  craft  being  obliged  to  go  on 
bituminous  tonnage  temporarily.  Some  coal  con¬ 
tinues  to  go  to  the  shoalwater  and  river  ports, 
and  this  class  of  trade  is  thought  to  be  taking 
its  full  quota  at  this  time. 

Quietness  prevails  in  the  retail  market  and 
dealers  have  few  orders  for  domestic  sizes,  out¬ 
side  of  contract  movement  for  regular  delivery. 
The  steam  grades  are  also  in  less  demand,  while 
freer  offerings  of  individual  products  at  lower 
than  schedule  figures  are  supplying  most  of  the 
transient  business  offering. 

More  Orders  for  Bituminous. 

Bituminous  coal  in  a  few  instances  is  more 
active  and  producers  are  claiming  a  better  run 
of  orders  than  they  have  received  heretofore. 
These  apply  more  particularly  on  contracts  for 
the  season,  which  demand  nearly  full  capacity. 
Naturally,  sufficient  orders  are  coming  in  on  this 
business  to  keep  shippers  generally  busy.  The 
market  otherwise  and  on  transient  trade  is  flat, 
consumers  apparently  being  disinclined  to  in¬ 
crease  stocks  at  present.  This,  in  a  measure,  re¬ 
flects  the  increased  shipments  during  the  past 
six  months  over  the  corresponding  period  of  last 
year,  amounting  approximately  to  1,000.006  tons 
on  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  alone,  while  the 
Beech  Creek  and  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  each  show 
an  increase  over  last  year,  the  latter  road  hav¬ 
ing  been  very  ag.gressive  in  supphu'ng  tonnage  in 
competition  with  Pennsylvania  coals,  even  to  the 
extent  of  entering  the  local  markets.  A  feature 
of  the  trade  is  the  continued  low  freight  rates 
on  coastwise  movement.  This  should  be  an  in¬ 
ducement  to  consumers  to  secure  a  large  tonnage, 
while  they  continue,  as  they  are  down  to  cost,  if 
not  below  it.  Buving  should  be  done  at  once, 
as  they  are  not  likely  to  continue  long  on  the 
present  basis.  Some  of  the  larger  consumers 
have  taken  advantage  of  these  rates  and  are 
carryin.g  full  stocks,  but  this  is  not  general. 
Many  consumers  will  be  obliged  to  pay  for  their 
delay  in  higher  prices  later  on.  Prices  show  lit¬ 
tle  change  and  avera.ge  grades- of  steam  coal  hold 
at  90c(^$1.15  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  according  to 
needs  of  the  producers.  The  vessel  market  is 
easy  and  rates  are  quoted  from  here  as  follows ; 
Boston.  Salem  and  Portland.  60c:  sound  ports, 
50c;  Lynn.  75(?ii80c;  Portsmouth,  65c;  Bath,  70c: 
Newburyport,  80c;  Saco  and  Gardiner,  90c  and 
towage. 

The  Big  Four  Coal  Co.  at  Lockridge.  Iowa, 
is  beginning  to  ship  coal  from  a  new  mine  which 
it  has  developed. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


C.  P.  Andersen,  president  of  the  Andersen 
Coal  Mining  Co.  of  Boston,  was  in  New  York 
lor  several  days  the  first  of  the  week  in  confer¬ 
ence  with  C.  R.  Ellicott,  manager  of  this  office. 

Howard  S.  Bowns,  of  New  York,  was  awarded 
the  coal  contract  to  supply  the  department  of 
docks  of  Manhattan  borough.  New  York,  with 
a,000  tons  of  egg  size  anthracite  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

Robert  Thedford,  a  prominent  coal  merchant 
of  New  York  city,  witn  his  wife  and  son  Ed¬ 
ward,  are  spending  the  summer  at  the  Algonquin 
hotel.  Lower  Saranac  Lake,  Adirondacks,  to  en¬ 
joy  a  rest  and  escape  the  hot  weather. 

Percy  C.  Madeira,  president  of  Madeira,  Hill 
&  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  who  has  been  abroad  lor 
the  past  month  enjoying  a  rest  alter  the  arduous 
duties  of  the  past  winter  and  spring,  is  expected 
home  about  the  last  of  this  month. 

J.  S.  Berry,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Smokeless  huel  Co.,  New  York,  will  leave  dur¬ 
ing  the  latter  part  oi  the  current  week  for  Asbury 
Park,  on  the  Jersey  coast,  to  enjoy  the  sea 
breezes  lor  a  couple  of  weeks  and  to  secure  a 
much  merited  rest. 

G.  D.  Curtis,  of  the  Curtis-Blaisdell  Co.,  New 
York,  returned  last  week  from  a  visit  to  Gam¬ 
bler,  Ohio,  where  he  spent  his  boyhood  and  col¬ 
lege  days,  which  are  greatly  cherished  by  him. 
Every  now  and  then  he  takes  occasion  to  renew 
o.d  associations  with  former  classmates. 

J.  H.  Abbott,  New  York  coal  sales  agent  of 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western,  who  spent 
several  days  of  last  week  at  Boston  and  in  the 
east,  reports  trade  as  quiet  in  that  territory,  but 
dealers  are  hooelul  of  better  things  in  the  near 
future,  which  should  develop  much  new  business 
about  September  first. 

J.  W.  Birch,  manager  of  J.  H.  Weaver  &  Co., 
Pmladelphia,  spent  several  days  last  week  at  the 
New  York  office  in  conference  with  Manager 
F.  R.  Long.  Mr.  Birch  feels  very  hopeful  as  to 
an  improvement  in  the  bituminous  trade,  and 
says  tne  market  is  already  showing  a  better  de¬ 
mand  in  the  Fhiladelphia  territory,  which  is  quite 
marked  in  its  sudden  change,  giving  all  pro¬ 
ducers  more  business. 

H.  M.  Matthews,  formerly  coal  and  coke  agent 
and  division  freight  agent  for  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  railroad  in  Rittsburg,  Pa.,  who  was  recently 
appointed  general  coal  and  coke  agent  at  Balti¬ 
more,  iVid.,  was  honor  guest  at  a  banquet  given 
at  the  Duquesne  club  in  Pittsburg,  a  few  days 
ago  by  the  leading  traffic  managers  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  district.  He  was  presented  with  a  hand¬ 
some  gold  seal  and  watch  fob. 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  tug  Monocacy, 
built  by  the  Maryland  Keel  Co.,  was  launched 
on  Wednesday  of  last  week.  The  tug  is  of  steel 
and  is  identical  in  design  with  the  Conestoga, 
built  for  the  same  company  two  years  ago.  It 
will  be  used  in  the  coal  trade  from  Philadelphia 
to  New  England  ports.  It  is  170  feet  over  all, 
163  feet  six  inches  between  perpendiculars,  twenty- 
nine  feet  beam  and  eighteen  feet  depth  of  hold. 

J.  E.  Davis,  president  of  the  Island  Creek  Coal 
Sales  Co.  of  New  York,  left  on  Friday  of  last 
,week  for  West  Virginia  on  a  business  trip,  to 
be  gone  until  Wednesday  of  this  week,  when  he 
expects  to  go  west,  stopping  at  Cleveland  and 
Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Mr.  Davis  is  kept  very  closely 
employed  in  connection  with  the  interests  of  the 
company  in  its  rapid  development  of  business  on 
“Island  Creek”  and  other  steam  coals  which  it 
controls. 

Coal  men  located  at  No.  1  Broadway,  New 
York,  witnessed  a  rather  unusual  sight  one  day 
last  week,  when  the  battery  pavement  began  to 
bubble,  until  it  resembled  an  enormous  pudding, 
rising  six  or  seven  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
street.  A  crowd  soon  gathered,  some  of  the 
members  shouting  earthquake !  Somebody  tele¬ 
phoned  police  headquarters  and  the  reserves  from 
the  Church  station  turned  out,  but  before  their 
arrival  the  cause  of  the  trouble  became  known 
and  had  been  abated.  The  disturbance  was  due 


to  compressed  air  and  water,  which  had  escaped 
trom  the  Brooklyn  under-nver  tunnel,  accumu¬ 
lating  under  the  earthquake  spot.  The  stone  was 
quickly  removed  and  a  hole  pierced  through  the 
earth,  when  a  small  geyser  of  muddy  water  arose 
to  a  height  of  five  leet,  followed  by  a  rush  of 
compressed  air.  Ihen,  the  pressure  having  been 
abated,  the  pavement  fell  back  to  its  lormer  po¬ 
sition. 

R.  J.  Montgomery,  New  York  sales  agent  of 
the  Fhiladelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 
lett  on  Monday  ol  this  week  for  Boston,  where 
he  will  be  the  guest  ot  H.  F.  Hansen,  of  Hansen 
&  Barker,  on  a  cruise  in  the  latter’s  new  steam 
yacht.  Mr.  Montgomery  expects  to  be  away  tor 
the  entire  week.  That  he  will  enjoy  himself 
IS  a  foregone  conclusion,  as  the  yacht  is  said  to 
be  one  of  the  finest  in  the  east,  having  every 
modern  convenience. 

President  A.  J.  Cassatt,  of  the  Pennsylvania 
railroad,  who  is  stopping  at  Bar  Harbor,  Maine, 
while  cruising  oft  snore  in  his  thirty-rater  yacht 
Bcud  on  Friday  of  last  week,  came  near  being 
shipwrecked.  Mr.  Cassatt  was  at  the  wheel  when 
a  sudden  squall  carried  away  most  of  the  rigging 
of  the  boat.  He  remained  cool  throughout  the 
blow,  however,  not  losing  control  of  the  craft 
for  a  moment.  A  launch  that  was  lying  nearby 
went  to  the  rescue  ot  the  party  and  safely  towed 
them  ashore. 

Howard  S.  Bowns,  No.  1  Broadway,  New 
York,  returned  the  first  of  the  week  from  a  few 
days’  vacation,  which  he  spent  with  his  family 
in  Connecticut,  near  New  Haven,  where  they 
occupy  a  cottage  for  the  summer.  Mr.  Bowns 
will  he  closely  confined  to  business  during  the 
hot  months,  owing  to  Mr.  Pattison,  liis  partner, 
being  away  for  his  health.  He  will  get  only 
such  recreation  as  can  be  had  by  an  odd  day  at 
the  end  of  the  week  and  over  Sunday  at  hia 
seaside  cottage. 

The  electric  power  plant  of  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  Co.,  near  Wilkesbarre,  is  being  enlarged, 
and  within  a  short  time  the  company  will  operate 
and  illuminate  all  its  collieries  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  city  by  electricity.  Small  locomotives 
and  mine  mules  will  be  abandoned  and  motor 
cars  will  be  installed  to  take  their  place.  H'he 
company  in  a  small  way  recently  gave  the  electric 
devices  a  thorough  test,  which  proved  so  satis¬ 
factory  that  it  has  decided  to  equip  these  mines 
electrically  throughout. 

The  Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  which  has 
been  handling  the  product  of  the  Davis-Bryden 
Coal  Co.  of  Grafton,  West  Virginia,  has  recently 
secured  another  valuable  operation  in  that  locality, 
which  now  gives  the  company  the  product  from 
five  collieries.  The  new  mine  will  be  operated 
independently,  under  the  name  of  the  Grafton 
Fuel  Co.,  recently  chartered,  of  which  J.  E.  Davis 
is  vice-president.  The  company  also  controls  the 
Blaine  Coal  Mining  Co.  at  Blame,  W.  Va.,  which 
is  a  producer  of  high  grade  steam  coal. 

Another  of  the  older  inland  retail  coal  yards 
in  New  York  city  has  gone  out  of  business. 
Like  many  others  before  it,  owing  to  the  unequal 
cornpetition  with  modern  water  front  plants 
which  are  operated  more  economically,  it  could 
not  continue  profitably.  The  yard  recently  closed 
was  owned  by  Patrick  Curtis  in  King  street,  and 
for  many  years  was  a  landmark  on  the  lower 
west  side.  It  is  now  being  razed  to  make  room 
•  for  a  new  structure.  Prior  to  Mr.  Curtis^  occu¬ 
pying  the  yard,  it  was  operated  by  Mathew  Clin¬ 
ton,  one  of  the  earlier  dealers  in  the  trade. 

Capt.  W.  A.  May,  general  manager  of  the 
Hillside  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  at  Scranton,  is  inaugu¬ 
rating  a  system  to  give  first  aid  to  the  injured. 
Dr.  M.  J.  Shields  of  Jermyn,  Pa.,  who  has  made 
a  special  study  of  the  subject  during  several 
years  past,  and  who  is  author  of  the  book  en¬ 
titled  “First  Aid  Hand  Book,”  has  been  retained 
to  give  instructions  to  twenty  men  at  each  col¬ 
liery,  who  will  serve  at  the  different  mines,  ex¬ 
tending  from  Forest  City  to  Avoca.  The  first 
class  was  organized  at  Forest  City  last  week 
and  it  probably  will  take  six  to  eight  weeks  to 
complete  the  organization.  The  methods  pursued  , 
are  along  similar  lines  to  those  adopted  in  Eng-  ' 


land,  which  have  proved  a  great  success.  The 
course  of  instruction  will  consist  of  five  lectures, 
by  which  the  men  will  be  shown  how  to  locate 
me  injury,  the  method  ot  treatment  and  the 
proper  care  and  handling  of  the  patient. 

H.  L.  Herbert  tk  Co.  of  New  York,  have  been 
awarded  the  contract  lor  anthracite  coal  to  be 
furmsned  the  Interborough  Rapid  transit  Co.  ot 
that  city  during  the  ensuing  year,  the  tonnage 
required  amounts  approximately  to  ZZj,0U0  tons, 
consisting  principally  ot  the  smaller  steam  sizes 
Nos.  1,  a  and  3  buckwheat  and  a  small  percentage 
ot  broken  coal.  Ihe  company  has  turnished  tne 
anthracite  tor  this  road  tor  several  years,  and 
lormerly  when  operating  the  elevated  service  with 
engines  it  supplied  the  broken  coal  used  at  that 
time,  amounting  to  about  aoo,OdO  tons  annually. 
H.  L.  Herbert  iit  Co.  also  supplied  a  proportion 
of  the  tonnage  of  bituminous  coal  required  last 
year. 

At  the  session  of  the  anthracite  conciliation 
board,  held  at  Hazleton,  Pa.,  last  week,  a  griev¬ 
ance  was  considered  mat  has  been  beiore  the 
body  since  July,  iyu3.  it  is  the  complaint  oi  the 
men  in  tlie  employ  oi  Lcisennng  &  Lo.  at  xUin- 
ersville,  who  claim  that  they  are  not  paid  lor 
the  removal  ol  bottom  slate,  bince  the  presen¬ 
tation  ot  this  grievance  one  oi  the  inemuers  ol 
board  and  several  ot  the  miners  have  died,  and 
tne  gangway  has  passed  into  the  control  ot  the 
ii'inegrove  Coal  Co.  As  grievances  ot  a  similar 
nature  exist  m  other  parts  ot  the  coal  held,  tlic 
board  expects  to  render  a  decision  at  its  nieeimg 
tins  week,  at  wliicn  Umpire  U  iNeiil  will  attend 
m  order  to  establish  a  precedent.  ihe  board 
uisagreed  on  the  grievance  of  the  Delaware  «5£ 
Hudson  miners  at  tlie  Llymouth  coiliery,  involv¬ 
ing  payment  tor  bottom  bone,  which  will  also 
go  to  an  umpire. 

An  increased  demand  for  debris  crushers  by 
the  anthracite  companies  is  reported  by  the 
Williams  Patent  Crusher  Co.,  Uld  Colony  build¬ 
ing,  Chicago.  Recent  sales  have  been  made  to 
the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  to  be  installed  at  the 
Uld  Forge  Colliery,  Avoca,  Pa.,  Lehigh  Vailey 
Coal  Co.,  Westmoreland  Colliery,  Wyoming, 
Pa.,  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Mineral  Spring 
Colliery,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  Lehigh  Valley  Coal 
Co.,  Seneca  Coiliery,  Pittston  Junction,  Pa.,  D. 
&  H.  Co.,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  Kingston  Coal  Co., 
Kingston,  Pa.  Recent  sales  of  coal  crushers  have 
been  made  to  Retort  Coke  Oven  Co.,  Cleveland, 
Ohio;  Hoover  &  Mason,  Railway  Exchange, 
Chicago;  Utah  P^uel  Co.,  Sunnyside,  Utah; 
Brown  Hoisting  &.  Machinery  Co.,  Cleveland, 
Ohio;  Illinois  Steel  Co.,  South  Chicago;  Davis 
Colliery  Co.,  Coalton,  W.  V'a.;  U.  S.  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  Gary,  W.  Va.  Twenty-four  crushers  have 
been  installed  at  the  various  plants  of  the  United 
States  Steel  Corporation  and  ten  at  the  various 
collieries  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co. 

It  has  just  come  to  notice  that  an  interesting 
fishing  trip  was  made  recently  by  several  prom¬ 
inent  coal  men  of  New  York  city,  dating  from 
June  tenth  to  the  twentieth.  The  party  was 
composed  of  John  T.  Abell,  manager  of  the 
Curtis-Blaisdell  Co.;  Frank  Oberrender,  shipper, 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  and 
Michael  'I' racy,  of  the  M.  &  J.  Tracy  Transpor¬ 
tation  Line,  who  went  by  the  Maine  Steamship 
Line  to  Portland,  Maine,  where  they  became  the 
guests  of  W.  N.  'I'aylor,  of  Randall  &  McAllister, 
at  his  camp  "La  Joya.”  On  their  arrival  Mr. 
Taylor  had  an  automobile  in  waiting  to  take 
them  some  twenty-five  miles  inland  to  his  camp, 
which  is  located  in  the  woods  alongside  of  several 
trout  streams  and  lakes,  two  miles  west  of  Bux¬ 
ton.  Fishing  here  was  a  great  pleasure,  owing 
to  the  well  stocked  waters,  and  did  not  consist 
of  the  tiresome  trips  that  are  usual  in  the  search 
for  piscatorial  pleasures.  The  time  was  most 
agreeably  spent  in  typical  camp  life.  Canoeing, 
boating  and  bathing  were  among  the  attractive 
features.  An  unnamed  lake  on  Mr.  Taylor’s  prop¬ 
erty,  on  which  the  party  launched  the  first  canoe, 
was  given  the  name  of  “Tot,”  being  the  first  let¬ 
ter  of  the  surnames  of  the  party.  This  chris¬ 
tening  was  agreeable  to  the  owner.  All  too  soon 
the  allotted  time  for  the  vacation  sped  by,  and 
I  with  a  beautiful  coat  of  tan  the  party  departed 
with  many  legrets,  returning  via  rail  to  New 
York. 
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Second  Day’s  Session  of  The  Tforthwesiern  Convention 


At  the  morniiiK  session  of  the  Northwestern 
Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  on  Wednesday  a 
most  interesting  discussion  occurred  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  short  weights  on  coal.  Worrell  Clarkson, 
shipper  of  coal  at  St.  Paul,  was  called  upon  to  lead 
the  discussion  and  represented  the  coal  shippers 
in  the  arguments  which  he  advanced.  During 
the  course  of  the  discussion  Mr.  Clarkson  ad¬ 
mitted  that  the  weight  of  coal  loaded^  in  open 
cars  was  not  always  correct  and  explained  that 
frequently  a  shortage  occurred  as  a  result  of 
robbery  of  the  cars.  He  also  made  the  point 
that  it  was  impossible  to  secure  the  correct  weight 
of  the  contents  of  the  car  by  unloading  the  coal 
into  wagons  and  weighing  each  on  a  wagon  scale. 
He  said  that  it  was  the  purpose  and  intent  of 
coal  operators  to  load  the  full  amount  of  coal 
into  the  cars,  and  that  the  operators  did  not 
care  on  what  scale  or  when  the  coal  was  weighed, 
providing  the  same  scale  was  used  each  time.  He 
said  they  objected  to  weighing  the  coal  on  dif¬ 
ferent  scales,  each  of  which  would  show  a_  dif¬ 
ferent  weight  and  maintained  that  correct  weights 
co,uld  not  be  obtained  in  this  way.  If  the  same 
scale  were  used  all  the  time,  that  would  be  fair 
to  the  coal  companies. 

Mr.  Clarkson  made  a  strong  point  of  the  fact 
that  it  was  to  the  operators’  and  shippers’  inter¬ 
est  to  give  full  weight  at  all  times,  for  if  he  did 
not  do  this  he  would  displease  his  customers 
and  this  would  mean  that  he  would  lose  them. 
Recognizing  this  to  be  a  fact,  he  said  that  ship¬ 
pers  were  as  anxious  to  give  full  weight  as  the 
receiver  was  to  obtain  it.  In  conclusion,  he 
suggested  that  when  a  dealer  received  a  car 
of  coal  which  he  thought  was  short  weight,  he 
should  immediately  notify  the  shipper,  .so  that 
the  latter  could  adjust  the  matter  with  the  rail¬ 
road  company,  and  particularly  so  that  the  ship¬ 
per  could  ascertain  whether  the  car  had  been 
tampered  with  or  not. 

This  address  provoked  a  large  amount  of  in¬ 
dividual  discussion  on  the  part  of  the  retailers 
present,  into  which  they  entered  with  a  large 
amount  of  interest,  bringing  up  the  grievances 
which  they  had  as  a  result  of  the  short  weight 
of  coal  delivered  to  them.  Many  phases  of  the 
subject  of  short  weight  coal  were  considered 
during  this  discussion,  it  being  one  of  the  most 
important  features  of  the  day’s  program. 

John  M.  Warnock,  of  Van  Dusen  &  Co.,  Min¬ 
neapolis,  one  of  the  largest  lineyard  companies 
in  the  northwest,  made  an  able  address,  and  one 
which  was  frequently  punctuated  with  applause. 
Mr.  Warnock  is  an  eloquent  speaker,  and  his 
address  was  one  of  the  treats  of  the  convention. 
In  part  he  said  on  the  subject,  “Abuse  of  Quo¬ 
tations  and  Shipments  bv  the  Producers  to  Con¬ 
sumers  and  Its  Effect  on  the  Regular  Trade”: 

Abuse  of  Wliolesale  Quotations. 

“To  me  one  of  the  most  pleasing  features  of  the 
present  convention  is  the  fact  that  there  are  so 
many  shippers  present.  That  so  many  of  them 
should  be  with  us  at  this  time  is  a  distinct  com¬ 
pliment.  It  indicates  that  the  shipper  is  in  sym¬ 
pathy  with  the  retailer  and  that  he  is  glad  to  do 
what  he  can  to  promote  more  friendly  relations 
and  to  help  the  other  fellow  along. 

“Great  improvements  are  noted  in  the  man¬ 
ner  of  shipping  coal  within  the  last  few  years, 
and  the  matter  of  irregular  shipments  has  been 
largely  overcome.  One  abuse  to  which  the  dealer 
of  today  is  subjected  at  the  hands  of  the  shjp- 
per  is  the  indiscriminate  sending  out  of  price 
lists  and  circulars,  giving  the  prevailing  prices 
of  coal.  Many  concerns  send  these  circulars 
to  dealers  who  have  been  out  of  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness  for  ten  or  fifteen  years,  keeping  them  in 
touch  with  the  prices.  This  should  not  be  done. 

“The  cost  of  coal  in  this  manner  becomes  pub¬ 
lic  property,  and  the  consumer,  not  content  to  let 
the  dealer  make  even  a  reasonable,  living  profit, 
and  not  understanding  the  expenses  of  the  dealer 
in  handling  coal,  enters  vigorous  protest  against 
the  prices  charged  for  the  commodity,  and  to 
prove  that  prices  are  too  high  hei  tells  the  dealer 
what  the  wholesale  price  is.  The  fact  that  these 
price  lists  are  sent  to  the  regular  dealers  in  cir¬ 
cular  form,  in  an  ooen  envelope,  tends  to  make 
public  the  wholesale  prices,  for  it  is_  an  easy 
matter  for  a  curious  person  to  look  inside  the 


The  report  of  the  Northwestern  Con¬ 
vention  has  been  delayed  and  appears  very 
incomplete  as  a  result  of  the  failure  of  the 
official  stenographer  to  complete  his  notes. 
For  the  inadequate  report  published.  The 
Black  Diamond  wishes  to  make  apology. 

The  Editor. 


envelope  and  get  the  information  he  is  -.^fter. 
This  tends  to  force  the  retailer  to  sell  at  a  lower 
price  than  he  otherwise  would.  I  know  of  no 
commodity  that  gives  as  small  return  for  the 
handling  as  coal. 

Hetallers  Should  Work  In  Harmony. 

“Retailers  in  every  town  should  be  on  friendly 
terms  with  each  other,  and  all  agree  upon  and 
maintain  the  same  scale  of  prices.  As  sure  as 
one  man  gets  to  cutting  prices  he  begins  to  lose 
money  within  a  short  time,  and  all  the  other 
fellows  in  the  same  town  are  losing  business 


because  of  his  action.  No  dealer  should  try  and 
go  it  alone.  Unless  the  dealers  have  some  un¬ 
derstanding  the  business  of  selling  coal  will  be 
a  poor  one  all  around.  All  of  us  are  working 
toward  a  common  end  to  promote  our  business 
interests,  and  these  interests  will  be  best  served 
by  working  together  and  doing  nothing  to  im¬ 
pede  the  progress  or  in  any  way  interfere  with 
our  competitors.” 

The  morning  session  closed  with  an  able  ad¬ 
dress  by  C.  L.  Swanstrom,  of  the  Pioneer  Fuel 
Co.,  Minneapolis,  on  the  subject,  “Abuses  Pro¬ 
ducers  Are  Subjected  to  by  the  Dealers.”  Mr. 
Swanstrom  is  an  able  and  fluent  speaker  and  he 
referred  to  some  of  the  abuses  which  caused  the 
dealers  loss,  namely  the  refusal  of  cars  of  coal, 
which  he  said  had  been  ably  discussed  by  Mr. 
Hanford  the  day  before  and  other  similar  sub¬ 
jects.  He  referred  to  the  short  weight  problem 
and  explained  that  the  dock  companies  weighed 
their  empty  cars,  accepting  the  actual  tare  weight, 
then  weighed  them  loaded,  and  thus  were_  able  to 
obtain  the  actual  weight  of  the  coal  in  cars. 
As  this  coal  was  shipped  in  box  cars,  he  said 
little  trouble  was  experienced  by  them  in  con¬ 


nection  with  shipments.  Mr.  Swanstrom  told 
a  number  of  interesting  stories  to  illustrate  his 
address  as  he  went  along. 

I'ai)er  on  Ansoclation  Work. 

At  the  afternoon  session  there  were  a  num¬ 
ber  of  interesting  addresses.  One  of  the  most 
important  was  on  the  subject  of  “Association 
Work,”  by  C.  J.  Traxler,  of  Minneapolis,  the 
attorney  of  the  association.  He  spoke,  in  part, 
as  follows: 

“This  is  an  age  of  combinations.  In  these 
days  the  man  who  attempts  to  originate  or_  main¬ 
tain  an  independent  commercial  enterprise  by 
his  own  private  capital  is  foredoomed  to  disap¬ 
pointment,  and  sooner  or  later  is  either  forced 
into  some  commercial  combination  with  others 
similarly  engaged,  or  into  bankruptcy. 

“This  fact  is  the  logical  result  of  the  material 
development  of  the  country;  the  greater  the  de¬ 
velopment,  the  greater  the  necessity  and  advan¬ 
tage  of  combination.  In  proportion  as  the  popu¬ 
lation  of  a  community  increases,  the  demands 
for  the  necessaries  of  life  increase,  and  also  di¬ 


rectly  in  proportion  as  the  population  develops 
mentally  and  materially,  the  necessaries  of  life 
are  multiplied  and  diversified  so  that  what  at 
one  stage  of  the  development  were  extravagant 
luxuries,  at  a  later  stage  become  absolute  neces¬ 
sities. 

“This  process  of  development  gives  rise  to  the 
diversities  in  trade  and  business  in  a  community 
and  on  a  broader  and  grander  scale  gives  rise 
to  the  diversity  of  trades  and  business  through¬ 
out  the  entire  civilized  world,  and  the  greater  the 
diversity  of  trades  and  business,  the  closer  be¬ 
comes  their  mutual,  dependent  relations,  and  the 
closer  those  relations  the  sharper  the  competition. 

“It  appears  to  be  the  accepted  theory  of  the 
civilized  world  that  competition  among  all  trades 
and  business  is  essential  to  the  common  welfare 
of  the  people,  and  that  without  it  the  interest  of 
the  community  must  necessarily  suffer.^ 

“The  familiar  maxim,  ‘Competition  is  the  life 
of  trade,’  appears  to  have  been  adopted  by  com¬ 
mon  consent  as  a  funda  nental  principle  of  the 
age,  and  the  highest  legis'ative  bodies  in  the  land 
have  directed  their  best  efforts  to  the  enactment 
of  laws  designed  to  protect  and  encourage  free 
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and  fair  trade  in  business  as  well  as  to  provide 
severe  penalties  for  the  punishment  of  those 
who  disregard  the  principles  of  business  upon 
which  the  doctrine  is  grounded. 

Popular  Impression  of  Associations. 

“Then  it  may  be  accepted  as  the  settled  law  of 
the  land  that  any  association  which  has  for  its 
purpose  the  restraint  of  trade  either  by  stifling 
competition,  controlling  prices  or  otherwise,  or 
the  natural,  logical^  operations  of  which  produces 
that  result,  is  unlawful. 

“There  appears  to  be  a  popular  impression  that 
any  organization  or-  association  of  men  engaged 
in  a  common  line  of  business  has  for  its  prime 
moving  object  the  evasion  of  the  provisions  of 
one  or  the  other  or  all  of  these  laws,  and  that, 
therefore,  such  organizations  are  inimical  to  the 
peace  and  welfare  of  the  people. 

“I  have  always  had  a  theory  that  whatever  the 
facts  may  be  in  actual  practice,  it  was  neither 
necessary  to  the  sucessful  operation  of  such  an 
association  nor  desirable  in  the  conduct  of  its 
affairs  to  conflict  with  the  law  in  this  respect, 
and  I  have  a  splendid  proof  of  the  practical 
working  of  that  theory  in  this,  the  Northwest¬ 
ern  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association. 

“However  true  it  may  be  that  associations  are, 
and  must  be  essentially  in  restraint  of  trade,  it 
is  not  true  of  this  association,  for  it  has  adopted 
as  part  of  its  organization  papers  an  article 
which  reads:  ‘No  rules,  regulations  or  by-laws 
shall  be  adopted  by  this  association  in  any  man¬ 
ner  stifling  competition,  limiting  production,  re¬ 
straining  trade,  regulating  prices,  or  pooling 
profits.’ 

“As  the  attorney  for  the  association  I  am  able 
to  speak  from  personal  information  and  I  know 
that  this  association  iias  '•eligiously  observed  in 
every  detail  the  requirement  of  the  above  section 
by  a  strict  compliance  therewith. 

“I  have  also  had  a  theory  that  no  system  of' 
fines  and  punishments  was  necessary  for  the 
proper  management  of  a  commercial  association, 
and  I  offer  you  another  splendid  proof  that  my 
theory  is  not  altogether  visionary,  this  associa¬ 
tion  (which  I  am  told  is  the  largest  and  strong¬ 
est  of  its  kind  in  the  world),  with  its  record  of 
increase  in  membership  of  129  per  cent  within 
the  past  year. 

“The  declared  purpose  of  this  association  as 
set  out  in  its  articles  is,  ‘to  secure  and  dissem¬ 
inate  to  its  mernbers  any  and  all  legal  and  proper 
information  which  may  be  of  interest  or  value  to 
any  member  or  members  thereof  in  his  or  their 
business  as  retail  coal  dealers,’  and  its  methods 
of  operation  are  grounded  upon  the  Rooseveltian 
doctrine  of  publicity,  and  the  inborn  principle 
and  God-given  right  of  self  protection. 

Does  Mot  Violate  tlie  Daws. 

“Its  purpose  is  not .  in  any  sense  to  restrain 
the  operation  of  law  or  to  evade  any  of  its  pro¬ 
visions.  On  the  contrary,  its  operations  are  in 
exact  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  and  of  the  State  of  Minnesota, 
and  are  not  in  conflict  with  statutes  or  decisions 
of  any  other  state  in  the  Union. 

“The  duties  of  its  officers  consist  chiefly  in 
managing  its  financial  affairs  and,  in  compliance 
with  the  declared  purposes  of  the  association  of . 
procuring  and  disseminating  information  of  in¬ 
terest  or  value  to  its  members. 

“What  the  member  does  with  these  facts, 
whether  he  acts  upon  them  or  not,  is  left  to  his 
individual  will.  He  may  make  any  lawful  use 
of  them  he  chooses,  or  he  may  disregard  them 
entirely.  In  no  case  is  he  subject  to  a  fine  or 
penalty  of  any  kind  or  to  a  reprimand.  He  can 
not  even  be  expelled  from  membership  except 
for  failure  to  meet  his  business  engagements 
with  wholesale  dealers  from  whom  he  purchases 
his  supply,  or  for  so  conducting  himself  as  to 
bring  reproach  upon  the  organization. 

“The  duty  of  the  association  to  its  members  is 
performed  when  it  furnishes  the  members  with 
the  information.  The  member  owes  no  duty  to 
any  one,  except  perhaps  to  himself,  to  use  the 
information,  and  if  he  uses  it,  he  is  expected  to 
use  it  only  in  a  lawful  manner  for  a  lawful  pur¬ 
pose.  _  If  he  makes  any  improper  use  of  it,  he 
alone  is  responsible  for  resulting  damages. 

“That  this  plan  of  organization  is  practical 
and  has  succeeded  beyond  the  most  sanguine  ex¬ 
pectations  of  its  most  ardent  supporters  is 
abundantly  proven  by  all  that  you  have  seen  and 
heard  within  the  halls  of  this  convention  from  its 
opening  to  its  close.’’ 


One  of  the  most  eloquent  addresses  of  the  aft¬ 
ernoon  was  by  W.  L.  McCauley  of  the  W.  B. 
Stone  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Chicago,  on  the  subject, 
“The  Association,  its  Purposes  and  its  Benefits.” 
Mr.  McCauley  is  a  deep  thinker,  and  his  remarks 
were  ably  prepared  and  as  ably  delivered.  He 
said  in  part : 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Convention: 

It  is  no  unpleasant  duty,  I  assure  you — yea,  I 
esteem  it  an  honor  to  be  called  upon  to  address 
a  convention  composed  of  a  body  of  such  reput¬ 
able  and  stafd  business  men  as  are  assmbled  here 
today.  There  are  many  whose  countenances 
have  been  familiar  to  me  for  many  years ;  there 
are  also  many  whose  intimate  friendship  I  have 
enjoyed  for  nearly  twenty  years.  The  old  saying 
is  that  “A  friend  in  need  is  a  friend  indeed,”  and 
I  have  found  these  friends  to  be  “friends  indeed,” 
especially  in  times  when  I  have  been  “broke”  and 
have  been  obliged  to  borrow  money  from  them  to 
get  out  of  town — which  no  doubt  I  will  have  to 
do  before  I  leave  Duluth.  There  are  others  whom 
I  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting,  but  I  can 
assure  you  I  am  most  pleased  to  meet  you  all, 
and  would  be  more  than  pleased  to  know  you 
better.  I  have  attended  many  conventions  of  this 
nature  during  the  past  eighteen  years  and  I  want 
to  assure  you  that  from  a  point  of  beauty  and 
good  looks,  this  assemblage  easily  carries  off  the 
grand  prize. 

Keep  Up  With  tlie  Times. 

I  am  more  than  pleased  to  note  the  evidence 
of  continued  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  North¬ 
western  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association.  'While 
it  is  comparatively  young — in  fact,  I  might  say 
it  is  yet  in  its  infancy — what  it  has  already  ac¬ 
complished  is  astonishing,  and  more  particularly 
so  to  the  older  associations  who  have  been  organ¬ 
ized  for  many  years.  Understand  me,  I  do  not 
rnean  to  cast  any  reflections  upon  the  older  asso¬ 
ciations',  but  they  are  certainly  astonished  at  the 
rapid  growth  of  your  association.  I  attribute 
your  great  success  and  your  achievements  to  the 
energy,  forethought  and  hard  work  of  your  offi¬ 
cers  ;  a  great  deal  of  credit  should  be  given  your 
present  secretary,  he  is  an  energetic  and  consci¬ 
entious  worker,  always  having  (as  I  have  found) 
the  good  of  the  association  at  heart.  Some  of  the 
more  careless  ^(you  will  note  I  say  careless) 
wholesale  shippers  may  kick  on  the  aggressive¬ 
ness  of  your  secretary  and  your  board  of  directors, 
but  I  do  not  believe  any  honest  fair-minded 
producer,  shipper  or  wholesaler  will  kick  on  your 
aggressiveness,  or  your  efforts  to  protect  the  in¬ 
terests  of  your  members.  If  your  association  will 
continue  in  the  future  as  you  have  in  your  short 
past,  to  protect  the  interests  of  your  members,  you 
will  soon  find  that  there  will  be  some  pleasure 
as  well  as  profit  in  handling  your  coal  and  fuel 
business. 

Another  year  has  rolled  around  and  you  are 
now  entering  upon  a  new  year  and  I  hope  to  see 
a  continued  increase  in  your  membership,  as  has 
been  shown  in  the  year  you  have  just  closed.* 
Hugo  says:  “Let  us  fear  the  most,  but  work 
with  faith  the  best  will  always  take  care  of  itself.” 
Just  one  word  about  your  attendance  here.  It 
should  be  the  bounden  duty  of  every  member  of 
this  association  to  attend  these  meetings — it  is 
the  best,  the  very  best  education  a  coal  dealer 
can  get.  'By  attending  these  conventions  we  learn 
many  new  things ;  it  broadens  our  minds,  it  gets 
us  out  of  the  narrow  rut  wh.ich  we  are  liable  to 
fall  into  if  we  are  a  “stay-at-home.”  I  say  again, 
come  to  these  meetings,  meet  your  neighbor  coal 
dealer,  get  his  ideas  of  handling  his  business, 
compare  them  with  your  own,  and  see  if  you 
will  not  be  benefited  by  it ;  be  friendly  with  your 
neighbor  across  the  street,  for  those  who  want 
friends  must  themselves  be  friendly.  My  name¬ 
sake,  MacCauley,  says:  “The  education  of  the 
people  is  the  most  effectual  means  of  securing 
our  persons  and  our  property,”  and  so  by  educa¬ 
tion  also  will  the  same  people  in  the  not  very 
far  distant  future,  secure  the  full  product  of  their 
toil.  It  should  be  the  duty  of  every  member  of 
this  association  to  take  and  read  as  many  of 
the  coal  trade  journals  as  his  pocketbook  will 
permit.  These  papers  and  journals  are  ably  edited 
by  men  of  brilliant  an,d  gifted  minds;  by  reading 
them  we  refine  our  own  minds  and  learn  to  live 
upon  instruction.  Again  I  say,  we  should  read 
and  educate  ourselves ;  keep  ourselves  posted  on 
everything  pertaining  to  our  business,  be  up-to- 
date,  and  by  so  doing  we  will  always  be  able 


to  handle  our  business  to  a  much  better  advan¬ 
tage  than  we  would  were  we  behind  the  times. 

The  savage  can  boast  of  his  freedom,  but  what 
is  it  worth?  Free  as  he  is,  he  continues  from 
age  to  age  in  ignorance,  leads  the  same  comfort¬ 
less  life,  he  sees  the  same  untamed  wilderness 
spread  around  him — but  progress,  the  growth  of 
power,  is  the  end  and  boon  of  liberty.  There¬ 
fore,  I  say,  we  should  educate  ourselves  by  at¬ 
tending  faithfully  our  association  meetings;  we 
should  endeavor  if  possible  to  induce  our  neigh¬ 
bor  coal  dealer  to  come  also,  whether  or  not  be 
IS  a  member.  'We  should  instill  into  each  other 
the  soirit  of  cooperation — endeavor  to  make  all 
members  a  unit,  for  you  all  know  that  “in  union 
there  is  strength.” 

In  an  association  of  this  kind  there  are  always 
some  rough  places,  some  corduroy  bridges  to 
cross,  perhaps,  but  by  cooperation  and  fair  mind¬ 
edness  and  a  consideration  of  the  rights  of  oth¬ 
ers,  these  rough  places  will  be  smoothed  over; 
you  know  the  old  saying,  “A  smooth  sea  never 
makes  a  good  mariner.”  Let  us  govern  our  busi¬ 
ness  in  a  businesslike  manner,  and  not  let  our 
business  govern  us.  Rudolph  says,  “It  is  better 
to  govern  a  country  well  than  to  enlarge  its 
boundaries,”  therefore,  we  should  always  keep 
our  business  within  the  limits  of  our  ability  and 
handle  it  strictly  on  a  business  basis,  but  in  doing 
so  always  respect  the  rights  of  others,  and  re¬ 
member  that  others  have  a  right  to  their  opinion. 
We  should  not  think  of  knocking  out  another 
persons  brains  because  he  happens  to  differ  in 
opinion  from  us;  it  would  be  as  rational  to  knock 
ourselves  on  the  head  because  our  opinion  of 
today  differs  from  what  it  was  ten  years  ago. 

My  admonition  is,  pull  together  for  the  good 
of  the  association,  as  your  success  depends  largely 
upon  two  words — industry  and  frugality. 

Gentlemen,  for  your  kind  attention  and  patience, 
I  thank  you. 

Following  the  address  by  Mr.  McCauley,  an 
experience  meeting  was  held  at  which  matters 
pertinent  to  the  retail  trade  were  thoroughly  dis¬ 
cussed,  nearly  every  one  present  taking  part  in 
the  _  discussion.  This  feature  of  the  afternoon 
session  awakened  a  lively  interest  on  the  part 
of  those  present  enabling  them  to  bring  up  sub¬ 
jects  which  were  of  interest  to  them  individually. 

Excursion  and  a  llanquet. 

An  early  adojurnment  was  taken  Wednesday 
afternoon  to  enable  those  present  to  participate 
in  the  excursion  tendered  by  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co., 
Inc.  The  steamer  Newsboy  had  been  chartered 
for  the  occasion,  and  with  several  hundred  guests 
aboard  left  the  docks  for  a  trip  up  the  St.  Louis 
aboard  left  the  slip  for  a  trip  up  the  St.  Louis 
the  “Horn.”  The  trip  required  several  hours  and 
was  delightful  in  every  respect.  Refreshments 
were  served  on  board  and  a  photograph  of  the 
group  was  taken  on  one  of  the  docks  of  the 
company. 

In  the  evening  occurred  the  banquet  tendered 
the  visiting  coal  men  by  the  dock  companies 
at  the  head  of  the  lakes.  As  each  guest  entered 
the  dining  hall  a  white  carnation  was  tendered 
him  by  one  of  a  dozen  of  the  most  beautiful 
young  ladies  in  Duluth,  and  was  pinned  to  the 
lapel  of  his  coat.  This  was  a  surprise  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  banquet  and  was  tendered  by 
the  Pioneer  Fuel  Co.,  of  Minneapolis,  who  or¬ 
dered  a  thousand  carnations  from  Minneapolis 
for  the  purpose.  The  banquet  menu  was  elab¬ 
orate.  All  the  dock  companies  participated  in 
bearing  the  expense  of  this  banquet  and  it  was 
high  evidence  of  their  abundant  hospitality.  E. 
N.  Saunders,  president  of  the  North  Western 
Fuel  Co.,  was  toastmaster,,  and  proved  the  right 
man  in  the  right  place.  There  was  a  flow  of  wit 
and  eloquence  in  the  numerous  post-prandial 
speeches  delivered  during  the  evening. 

East  .Session  Was  on  Thursday. 

The  closing  session  of  the  convention  occurred 
Thursday  morniiipr  and  was  executive. 

Officers  were  elected,  Charles  T.  Taylor  of 
Mankato,  vice-president  of  the  association  for  a 
number  of  terms,  and  mayor  of  Mankato,  being 
elected  to  the  position  of  president.  Mr.  Taylor 
has  been  active  in  the  work  of  the  association 
and  he  will  make  a  worthy  successor  to  Mr. 
Morse  of  Winona,  who  has  served  so  faithfully 
and  well.  The  other  officers  elected  were  as 
follows :  'Vice-president,  A.  J.  Zingre,  Mason 
City,  Iowa;  directors,  L.  W.  Gifford,  Cedar  Rap¬ 
ids,  Iowa,  and  C.  M.  Morse,  Winona,  Minn.,  in 
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Advertising  for  the  Retailer. 

fancy  and  arouse  interest,  the  result  being  that 
after  closely  reading  it  the  ordinary  person  will 
designate  it  as  clever.  At  the  bottom  is  the 
usual  inscription:  “Read  notice  on  other  side.” 

Inscription  on  Keverse  Side. 

Instead  of  the  usual  notations  which  are 
printed  on  telegraph  blanks  concerning  the  trans¬ 
mission  of  messages,  the  reverse  side  is  used  to 
further  advertise  this  company.  Doggerel  verses 
were  written  to  cover  this  feature  of  the  adver¬ 
tisement.  There  is  a  jingle  about  them  which 
probablv  would  appeal  to  the  average  person,  but 
of  course  it  is  needless  to  say  the  metre  is  not 
according  to  fixed  laws.  These  verses  are  re¬ 
produced  : 

“Now  is  the  time  your  coal  to  buy 
With  the  heat  of  summer  to  keep  it  dry; 
You  want  it  thoroughly  cleaned. 

All  nicely  forked  and  screened; 

It’s  all  one  price,  the  bad  and  good. 

The  reason  why  is  not  understood. 

We  supply  more  residences  in  this  town 
Ihan  any  concern  of  much  renown. 

You  want  the  best  coal,  service  and  weight 
For,  like  old  Jones,  you  pay  the  freight. 

Don’t  wait  for  the  stormy  weather  to  come. 
For  ’twill  be  dirt  that  fills  your  home. 


THE  UNITED  STATES  WIRELESS  TELEGRAPH  COMPANY 

NOT  INCORPORATED 

TELEGRAPH,  TELEPHONE  AND  POSTAL  CONNECTION 


UNCLE  SAM.  Tbe  Whole  Thlno 


Receivers  No. 

Time  Filed 

Check 

4-11-44 

P.  D-  Q. 

If  not  convenient  currency  will  do 

WE  SEND  The  following  message  to  remind 
you  that  It  will  pay  you  to  trade  with  us. 


Lehigh  Valley  shipping  best  grade  hard  coal  to  market,  all  rail 
direct  from  Mines,  place  your  order  for  July  delivery  before  prices  advance. 
Hot  weather  makes  dry  coal,  their  coal  best  in  market  -no  slate  or  dirt 
carefully  and  thoroughly  screened.  Can  buy  for  same  price  as  inferior 
grades.  Supplying  residences,  our  specialty,  full  weight,  the  best  service. 
Telephone  LAKE  VIEW  436  or  write 

Zir?  BROS. 

Yards  and  Track  1278  E.  Ravenswood  Park 

C.  &  N.  W.  R.  R.  Chicago 

9 

*3^  READ  NOTICE  ON  OTHER  SIDE 


Whenever  the  element  of  novelty  enters  into 
the  program  of  retail  advertising,  it  assures 
greater  and  more  abundant  returns  to  the  dealer 
than  if  he  follows  conventional  ideas  altogether. 
Novelty  and  originality  in  methods  are  two  prime 
requisites  to  successful  advertising  of  all  kinds. 
The  advertisement  writer  who  invents  a  pat  phrase 
applicable  to  the  goods  which  he  is  endeavoring 
to  sell  is  accomplishing  much  in  the  way  of  gain¬ 
ing  publicity.  If  one  stops  to  thing  of  a  break¬ 
fast  food,  almost  the  first  thought  is  of  “Sunny 
Jim.”  This  phrase  applied  to  a  certain  brand 
of  breakfast  mod  and  worked  to  the  fullest  pos¬ 
sible  extent  gave  it  an  individual  characteristic 
and  a  prominence  in  the  public  eye  which  is 
not  always  attained.  In  connection  with  many 
other  well  advertised  products  the  same  will 
also  hold  true. 

Zipf  Bros,  of  Ravenswood,  a  suburb  of  Chi¬ 
cago,  this  week  sent  to  their  friends  and  pros¬ 
pective  patrons  an  advertisement  which,  owing  to 
its  novelty,  is  almost  certain  to  be  read.  We  do 
not  know  whether  this  idea  was  original  with  this 
firm  or  not,  but  presume  that  it  was  an  adapta¬ 
tion  of  an  idea  which  perhaps  has  been  used 
elsewhere. 

It  consisted  of  a  yellow  envelope  made  of 
manila  paper,  such  as  are  used  by  the  telegraph 
companies  in  enclosing  messages.  In  fact,  the 
intent  was  to  create  the  impression  that  the  one 
who  received  this  envelope  was  receiving  a  tele¬ 


place  of  J.  W.  Lucas  of  Winona  and  Van  V. 
Roosevelt  of  Ackley,  Iowa,  whose  terms  expired. 

Following  adjournment  a  pleasant  trip  was 
taken  on  Lake  Superior  as  the  guests  of  the  dock 
companies,  a  lake-going  vessel  having  been  placed 
at  the  disposition  of  the  guests,  together  with 
the  necessary  comforts  that  go  with  such  a  trip. 

Zenith  City  Notes. 

The  contingent  from  Chicago  consisted  of 
Hunter  W.  Finch,  J.  M.  Easterly,  H.  R.  Wall- 
baum,  W.  L.  McCauley,  Delos  Hull  and  E.  C. 
Pratt. 

E.  N.  Saunders  of  the  North  Western  Fuel 
Co.,  the  dean  of  the  coal  shipping  trade  at  the 
head  of  the  lakes,  met  many  old-time  friends 
during  the  convention. 

C.  M.  Morse,  the  retiring  president,  has  a  smile 
that  sticks  during  a  convention.  He  was  there 
all  three  days  and  made  every  one  feel  that  they 
were  really  welcome. 

Charles  T.  Taylor,  mayor  of  Mankato,  who 
was  elected  to  the  presidency,  has  been  one  of 
the  most  loyal  members  of  the  Northwestern 
association  and  deserves  the  honor. 

George  M.  Space,  manager  of  the  interests  of 
the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  at  the  head  of  the  lakes 
and  at  St.  Paul,  was  in  attendance  at  the  con¬ 
vention,  but  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  make 
a  speech. 

The  St.  Paul  &  Western  Coal  Co.  was  repre¬ 
sented  during  the  convention  by  E.  E.  Heiner  and 
a  staff  of  salesmen  who  saw  to  it  that  its  cus¬ 
tomers  were  well  taken  care  of  and  that  they 
visited  the  docks  of  this  company  on  the  St.  Louis 
river. 

The  North  Western  Fuel  Co.  took  a  number 
of  different  parties  to  view  its  No.  1  electric 
dock  and  other  dock  properties  to  Superior,  Wis. 
These  trips  were  under  the  direction  of  H.  E. 
Smith,  general  sales  agent,  and  proved  very 
pleasant 

Secretary  G.  H.  Reeves  came  in  for  all  kinds 
of  praise  on  account  of  the  most  complete  ar¬ 
rangements  he  had  made  for  the  annual  meeting, 
and  also  because  of  the  rapid  growth  of  the 
organization.  He  has  remarkable  executive  ability 
for  such  a  position. 

The  Pioneer  Fuel  Co.  and  other  companies 
affiliated  with  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  saw  to 
the  comfort  of  their  customers  in  various  ways. 
One  of  the  features  of  the  program  was  a  senes 
of  trips  to  the  docks  at  Superior  which  proved 
of  interest  to  the  dealers.  The  Pioneer  Fuel  Co. 
maintained  headquarters  in  the  Spalding  hotel, 
which  were  handsomely  decorated  as  a  result  of 
the  work  of  C.  J.  Swanstrom  and  W.  R.  Rathbun. 

V 

National  Council  to  Meet, 

James  T.  Eaman,  secretary  of  the  National 
Council  of  State  and  Inter-State  Retail  Coal 
Associations,  has  issued  the  call  for  the  annual 
meeting  to  be  held  in  Detroit  next  week  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

“The  sixth  annual  meeting  of  the  National 
Council  of  State  and  Inter-State  Retail  Coal 
Associations,  will  be  held  at  the  Russell  House, 
Detroit,  Mich.,  on  Wednesday,  July  twenty-sixth, 
1905,  at  10  o’clock  a.  m.  The  purpose  of  the 
meeting  will  be  to  receive  reports  of  officers, 
the  election  of  a  new  corps  of  officers,  and  the 
transaction  of  such  other  business  as  may  prop¬ 
erly  come  before  the  meeting. 

“The  National  Council  is  made  up  of  two  dele¬ 
gates  from  each  of  the  state  or  inter-state  coal 
associations  who  choose  to  send  delegates  to 
the  council.  The  council  has  jurisdiction  over 
matters  which  can  not  be  satisfactorily  handled 
by  the  secretaries  or  official  boards  of  the  state 
organizations.  It  is  expected  that  a  new  and 
very  important  feature  will  be  added  to  the  func¬ 
tions  of  the  National  Council  at  its  coming  meet¬ 
ing;  that  is,  the  formatio'n  of  a  Bureau  of  In¬ 
formation  whereby,  by  a  system  of  reports,  com¬ 
piled  through  the  various  secretaries,  the  Coun¬ 
cil  may  become  a  source  of  information  on  sev¬ 
eral  very  important  matters  in  association  work. 

»  “It  is  hoped  that  every  association  in  the  coun¬ 
try  may  be  represented  at  this  coming  meeting  of 
the  National  Council. 


gram.  It  was  sent  through  the  mails  with  a 
one-cent  stamp,  however.  On  the  face  of  the  en¬ 
velope  was  the  following  inscription: 

“THE  UNITED  STATES  WIRELESS  TELE¬ 
GRAPH  CO. 

Not  Incorporated. 

Service  to  all  Parts  of  the  Northwest. 

Headquarters:  1278  E.  Ravenswood  Park.” 

The  address  was  written  with  pen,  the  same 
as  on  regular  telegraph  envelopes.  On  the  back 
were  the  usual  inscriptions,  such  as: 

“Night  Messages  at  Reduced  Rates. 

“Money  Orders  by  Telegraph.” 

The  advertisement  printed  on  yellow  paper  ap¬ 
peared  typewritten  and  bore  a  very  close  resem¬ 
blance  to  the  ordinary  telegraphic  message.  The 
face  side  of  it  is  reproduced  on  this  page  about 
two-thirds  the  original  size.  There  is  no  neces¬ 
sity  of  referring  to  the  advertisement  in  detail. 
It  speaks  for  itself  and  is  very  cleverly  written, 
as  any  one  ean  easily  see  by  reading  it.  The 
introduction,  however,  merits  brief  attention.  It 
reads  as  follows :  “We  send  the  following  mes¬ 
sage  to  remind  you  that  it  would  pay  you  to 
trade  with  us.”  The  ordinary  notations  made  on 
the  telegraph  blank  by  the  transmitting  company 
are  reproduced  in  such  a  manner  as  to  tickle  the 


Don’t  get  yourself  in  this  bad  fix. 

But  at  once  call  up  Lake  View  4-3-6.” 

We  call  attention  to  this  advertisement,  partic¬ 
ularly,  because  it  contains  a  feature  of  novelty 
which  we  have  never  before  seen  applied  to  ad¬ 
vertising  in  connection  with  the  retail  coal  busi¬ 
ness.  This  idea  can  be  used  to  good  advantage 
once  in  -a  community,  and  in  a  small  city  or  town 
will  attract  a  very  large  amount  of  attention  be¬ 
cause  it  is  something  new.  Even  in  a  metropolis 
like  Chicago  there  is  no  doubt  but  what  it  is 
good  advertising,  effective  in  its  results,  and  will 
bring  direct  and  indirect  returns  that  will  more 
than  compensate  those  who  use  it. 

V 

Fowler  &  Wilson,  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  have  opened 
a  branch  office  at  Davenport  and  will  do  a  gen¬ 
eral  jobbing  business.  W.  C.  Arthur,  formerly 
with  Williams  &  Peters,  has  been  appointed 
manager  for  the  Davenport  branch,  which  is  lo¬ 
cated  at  216  West  Third  street. 

V 

Morton  Otis,  formerly  sales  manager  for  the 
Milwaukee  Coke  &  Gas  Co.,  has  been  appointed 
general  sales  agent  for  the  Zeigler  Coal  Co., 
with  headquarters  at  81  South  Oark  street, 
Chicago. 
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Karl  S.  King,  a  coal  dealer  at  Dayton,  Ohio, 
recently  filed  a  petition  in  bankruptcy. 

William  McBride,  of  Rose  Creek,  Minn.,  re¬ 
cently  sold  his  fuel  business  at  that  point  to 
George  Kirtz. 

John  Barbeau,  of  Fergus  Falls,  Minn.,  recently 
sold  his  fuel  and  building  material  business  in 
that  city  to  H.  Schan. 

The  Interior  Lumber  Co..  Shakopee,  Minn., 
secured  the  contract  for  furnishing  coal  for  the 
power  plant  of  that  city. 

The  contract  for  anthracite  for  the  asylum  at 
Jamestown,  N.  D.,  was  recently  awarded  to  the 
Lutz  Lumber  Co.,  of  that  city. 

T.  D.  Robinson  &  Co.,  Winnipeg.  Man.,  re¬ 
cently  secured  the  contract  for  furnishing  3,000 
tons  of  coal  for  the  city  at  $5.82  per  ton. 

The  Mayville  Coal  Co.,  Mayville,  Minn.,  re¬ 
cently  built  an  addition  to  its  bins  which  will 
enable  the  company  to  store  200  tons  of  coal. 

James  H.  Evans  will  engage  in  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness  at  Leon,  Iowa,  and  will  keep  a  supply  of 
all  kinds  of  coal  on  hand,  opening  an  office  and 
yards. 

The  Shippey  Coal  &  Lumber  Co.,  Marion, 
Ind.  which  is  erecting  a  new  office  and  storage 
buildings  in  that  city,  has  the  buildings  almost 
completed. 

The  firm  of  Donelson  &  Brown,  Muskegon. 
Mich,  is  rapidly  extending  its  wood  and  coal 
yards  at  that  point  and  has  purchased  property 
adjoining  the  old  yards. 

J.  H.  Woolley,  Lamberton,  Minn.,  recently 
secured  the  contract  for  furnishing  coal  for 
the  school  buildings,  the  price  being  $6.50  per 
ton  for  Hocking  Valley  coal. 

The  Diamond  Coal  Co.,  which  was  recently 
organized  at  Hutchinson,  Kas.,  will  do  a  whole¬ 
sale  and  retail  coal  business  and  has  erected  very 
large  coal  storage  sheds  in  that  city. 

The  coal  contract  for  furnishing  the  school 
buildings  at  Great  Falls.  Mont,  was  recently 
awarded  to  the  Nelson  Coal  Co.  at  $2.65  per 
ton  for  mine  run  and  $3.15  for  lump. 

Sprague  Bros.,  of  Columbus  Junction.  Iowa, 
recently  purchased  the  fuel  business  of  Sink  & 
Gelatt._  with  all  the  property  of  the  company, 
and  will  conduct  a  general  retail  coal  business. 

The  Wheeler  Grain  &  Coal  Co.,  Laurens, 
Ipwa,  has_  amended  its  articles  of  incorpora¬ 
tion,  _  makine  Ft.  Dodge  its  headquarters  and 
has  increased  its  capital  stock  to  $30  000. 

Henry  Shippey,  Marion.  Ind.,  recently  secured 
the  contract  for  furnishing  coal  for  the  city 
schools  at  that  point,  the  contract  price  being 
$2.92  per  ton.  The  amount  required  is  100  tons. 

Loop  &  Neilson,  Kokomo,  Ind.,  recently  dis¬ 
solved  partnership,  Mr.  Neilson  retiring  from 
the  business  on  account  of  failing  health.  The 
business  will  be  conducted  hereafter  by  Mr. 
Loop. 

Carson  &  Reese,  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  recently 
were  awarded  the  contract  for  furnishing 
coal  for  the  school  buildings  of  that  city,  the 
prices  being  $3.03  for  Springfield  mine  run  and 
$3.28  for  lump  coal. 

Tbe  Hawkeve  Lumber  Co..  Aberdeen.  S.  D., 
recently  secured  the  contra,ct  for  furnishing  450 
tons  of  Youghiogheny  coal  for  the  Northern 
Normal  _  and  Industrial  school  of  that  city  for 
the  coming  year. 

Thomas  O’Connor,  of  Lake  City,  Iowa,  recent¬ 
ly  purchased  the  Sandburg  feed  store  in  that 
city,  located  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  park, 
and  will  handle  all  kinds  of  anthracite  and  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  in  connection  with  the  feed  busi¬ 
ness. 

The  contract  for  furnishing  coal  for  the 
school  buildings  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  was  recently 
divided  and  awarded  to  four  different  firms, 
namely,  J.  T.  Solon  &  Co.,  for  coal  at  $2.80 
per  ton :  J.  C.  Carland  Coal  Co.,  Coschocton 
coal  at  $2.35;  A.  G.  Blair  &  Co.,  and  Toledo 
Coal  &  Clay  Co.,  $2.39  and  $2.32  respectively. 


Eastern  Retail  J\lotes. 

Fire  recently  destroyed  the  coal  and  wood 
yard  of  Joseph  Wilson,  at  Montreal,  Canada, 
the  loss  being  estimated  at  $3,500. 

The  Cobleskill  Coal  Co.,  Cobleskill,  N.  Y.,  was 
recently  incorporated  with  an  authorized  capi¬ 
tal  of  $25,000.  The  directors  are  Chester  Letts, 
Charles  A.  Letts  and  J.  H.  Burnham. 

Teh  W.  H.  Blight  Coal  Co.  was  recently  in¬ 
corporated  at  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  with  an  author¬ 
ized  capital  of  $25  000.  The  incorporators  are 
William  H.  Blight,  Frank  O.  Elliott  and  Thomas 
S.  Smith,  all  of  Elmira. 

The  coal  firm  of  Fithian  &  Pennell,  at 
Bridgeton,  N.  J.,  has  dissolved,  Mr.  Fithian 
retiring  on  account  of  failing  health.  Mr.  Pen¬ 
nell  has  purchased  the  entire  business  and  will 
conduct  it  hereafter  alone. 

H.  N.  Hartwell  &  Son  was  recently  incorpo¬ 
rated  at  Somerville,  N.  J.,  with  Hugh  N. 
Hartwell_  in  charge  as  agent.  The  authorized 
capiiStal  is  $25,500,  and  the  incorporators  are 
Mary  E.  Hartwell,  Hugh  N.  Hartwell  and 
Swan  Hartwell. 

The  Springer  Coal  Co.,  was  recently  incor¬ 
porated  at  Wilmington,  N.  C,  with  an  author¬ 
ized  capital  of  $100,000.  The  officers  of  the  new 
company  are  J.  A.  Springer,  president;  Daniel 
#  H.  Peyton,  vice  president  and  secretary,  and 
Samuel  J.  Springer,  treasurer. 

V.  Baldwin  Johnson,  of  Washington,  recently 
secured  the  contract  for  furnishing  coal  to 
the  District  of  Columbia  for  the  coming  year, 
naming  $6,00  I  per  ton  on  anthracite  furnace 
coal  and  $6.60  for  stove.  The  contract  is  a 
large  one,  involving  something  like  $100000. 

The  Union  Coal  &  Wood  Co.,  Boston,  Mass., 
was  the  heaviest  loser  by  the  great  fire  which 
visited  that  city  a  few  days  ago.  and  although 
the_  amount  can  not  be  estimated  exactly,  it  is 
believed  it  will  reach  $100,000.  This  is  one  of 
the  largest  retail  coal  companies  in  that  city, 
and  with  the  exception  of  one  coal  pocket  the 
entire  plant  was  reduced  to  ashes. 

D.  L.  Jauss  &  Co.,  one  of  the  best  known  and 
most  prosperous  coal  firms  in  Harrisburg,  Pa., 
have  built  a  new  coal  wharf  in)  that  city  and  are 
now  in  a  position  to  fill  orders  with  greater 
promptness  than  heretofore.  This  wharf  elimi¬ 
nates  much  of  the  breakage  which  usually  occurs 
in  the  handling  of  coal,  and  for  this  reason 
the  latter  is  more  uniform  in  size  when  deliv¬ 
ered. 

V 

Southern  Retail  Notes. 

.  The  retail  coal  business  at  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
IS  said  to  be  in  a  fairlv  good  condition  for  this 
season  of  the  year.  The  domestic  trade  is  active 
and  increasing  and  the  steam  trade  is  of  fair 
proportions. 

Ed  O’Bryan,  of  the  firm  of  O’Bryan  & 
Wheelan,  retail  coal  dealers  at  Bardstown,  Ky 
recently  purchased  the  half  interest  of  his  part¬ 
ner,  Henry  Wheelan,  and  will  conduct  the  busi¬ 
ness  hereafter. 

Mrs.  E.  G.  Fristoe.  wife  of  E.  G.  Fristoe,  man¬ 
ner  of  the  Mayfield  Coal  &  Ice  Co.,  Mayfield, 
Ky.,  died  suddenly  at  her  home  in  that  city  a 
few  days  ago  of  heart  failure.  She  had  been  ill 
for  some  time  with  typhoid  fever. 

The  Blue  Ridge  Coal  &  Wood  Co.  was  re¬ 
cently  incorporated  at  Asheville.  N.  C.,  with  an 
authorized  capital  of  $10,000.  The  incorporators 
are  W.  A.  Boyce,  E.  A.  Patton,  Thomas  S.  Rol¬ 
lins,  F.  R.  Grant  and  Frank  Loughran. 

The  coal  war  experienced  for  several  weeks 
at  Louisville,  Ky..  among  the  dealers  has  been 
declared  off  and  the  result  is  that  prices  on  all 
grades  of  coal  have  advanced  during  the  past 
few  days  anywhere  from  fifty  cents  to  one  dol¬ 
lar  per  ton. 

Coal  dealers  at  Augusta,  Ga.,  want  the  rail- 
road.s  to  reweigh  loaded  coal  cars  before  deliv- 
'j  "'hich  the  latter  refuse  to  do. 

The  dealers  claim  they  bear  heavy  losses  as  the 
weight  IS  usually  from  3,500  to  5,000  pounds  short 
to  the  car. 


Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 

The  Grand  View  Coal  Co.  was  recently  in¬ 
corporated  at  Denver,  Colo.,  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  $30,000.  The  incorporators  are  Charles 
Lofgren  and  Frederick  T.  DeBush. 

The  Paradise  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incor¬ 
porated  at  Minot,  N.  D.,  with  an  authorized  cap¬ 
ital  of  $50,000.  The  incorporators  are  D.  J. 
Lloyd,  J.  A.  Erickson  and  D.  E.  Greenleaf  all 
of  Minot. 

The  Beech  Creek  Coal  Co.  was  recently  in¬ 
corporated  at- Milwaukee,  Wis.,  with  an  author¬ 
ized  capital  of  $25,000  for  the  purpose  of  mining 
coal.  The  incorporators  are  Harry  Becker,  Al¬ 
bert  L.  Becker  and  W.  B.  Rubin. 

The  Eastern  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  was  recently  in¬ 
corporated  at  Canton,  Ohio,  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  $1,000,000.  The  incorporators  are  H. 
B.  Walter,  J.  William  Gorrell,  Hubbard  Brown, 
D.  W.  Bower  and  D.  H.  Warfel. 

The  Owasso  Coal  &  Development  Co.  was 
recently  incorporated  at  Owasso,  I.  T.,  with  an 
authorized  capital  of  $.50,000.  The  incorporators 
are  W.  S.  Barwick  and  S.  T.  Wolfe,  of  Owasso, 
and  A.  G.  Kelser,  of  Guthrie,  Okla. 

The  Summit  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  was  recently 
incorporated  at  Flushing,  Ohio,  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  $40,000.  The  incorporators  are  Charles 
F.  Roy,  B.  Shoemaker,  J.  Seary  Nichol,  G.  M. 
Shoemaker  and  Charles  H.  Alexander. 

General  Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Tuxhorn  Coal  Co.,  Springfield,  III.,  has  in¬ 
creased  its  capital  stock  from  $80,000  to  $100,- 
000. 

The  Astoria  &  Woodland  Coal  Co.  was  recently 
incorporated  at  Astoria,  Ill.,  for  the  purpose  of 
mining  coal. 

The  Youghiogheny  &  Ohio  Coal  Co.,  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ohio,  has  increased  its  capital  stock  from 
$300,000  to  $1,500,000. 

The  Putnam  Fuel  Co.  was  recently  incor¬ 
porated  at  Cuba,  Ill.,  for  the  purpose  of  leasing 
and  developing  coal  lands  in  that  vicinity. 

Edward  A.  Skae,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  recently 
sued  the  Jackson  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  that  city, 
for  $20,000  damages  for  alleged  breach  of  con¬ 
tract. 

The  Little  Vermilion  Coal  Co.,  Bloomington, 
Ill.,  has  secured  the  coal  rghts  under  about  600 
acres  of  land  in  that  city,  which  it  will  develop 
at  once. 

The  fan  and  fan  house  at  mine  No.  7  of  the 
Consolidated  Coal  Co.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  were  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire  a  few  days  ago.  The  origin  of 
the  fire  is  not  known. 

The  Big  Four  Coal  Co.  at  Lockridge,  Iowa, 
took  the  first  coal  from  its  shaft  at  that  point  a 
few  days  ago,  but  it  will  be  some  time  before 
the  mine  is  in  full  operation. 

The  School  Creek  Coal  Co.,  Hillsboro,  Ill.,  has 
about  closed  a  deal  for  1,(H)0  acres  of  land  in 
Bond  county,  and  will  carry  on  extensive  devel¬ 
opment  work  there  if  the  land  is  purchased. 

The  Old  Willey  coal  mine  near  Williamsburg, 
Colo.,  was  recently  reopened  and  will  be  operated 
by  a  company  in  which  Senator  M.  E.  Lewis, 
Louis  John  and  John  A.  Patterson  are  inter¬ 
ested. 

The  Middle  States  Coal  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio, 
recently  awarded  contracts  for  the  construction  of 
150  coke  ovens  at  Olmstead,  W.  Va.,  which  is 
named  after  President  Harry  Olmstead  of  the 
company. 

The  town  of  Forbush,  Iowa,  is  just  about  wiped 
out  of  existence.  The  coal  mine  at  that  place 
has  been  closed,  owing  to  conflict  over  the  own¬ 
ership.  The  mine  will  be  abandoned  and  the 
town  practically  is  deserted. 

Two  shot-firers  were  killed  in  the  mine  of 
Western  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  near  Pittsburg, 
Kas.,  by  “black  damp.’’  a  few  days  ago.  The 
poisonous  gases  rendered  them  unconscious  and 
they  died  before  their  condition  was  known  on 
top. 
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Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  ^^otes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

I  he  h'armers’  Coal  Co.  wa*.  receiilly  incoi  |)oratc(l  at  MorKantown, 
W.  Va.,  for  the  |)itr|)ose  of  oi)cnin^  up  and  developing  new  coal  lands.  ic 
authorized  capital  is  $20(i,()i)(). 

The  Upton  Peat  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Salem,  Mass., 
to  manufacture  and  sell  i)eat  coal,  the  authorized  capital  hemg  $50,()()().  the 
officers  of  the  new  comjiany  are  Moise  de  Fdois,  president  and  treasurer, 
clerk,  Joseph  S.  Doucct. 

'I'he  Pocahontas  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Bramwell,  VC  Va., 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $1.50,000.  The  incorporators  are  I  hilip  Good¬ 
will,  W.  H.  Bowen  and  Isaac  T,  Mann,  of  Bramwell;  John  T.  1  lerney,  ot 
Elkhorn,  W.  Va. ;  Charles  S.  Thorner,  New  York  city. 

The  Braznell  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Bentleyville,  Pa., 
to  develop  lands  recently  acquired  near  that  point,  for  which  an  average 
price  of  $500  an  acre  was  paid.  The  company  already  has  sunk  a  SMft 
to  a  depth  of  180  feet  and  expects  to  he  ready  for  coal  production  by  Oc¬ 
tober. 

The  Central  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  ^Wells- 
horo.  Pa.,  for  the  purpose  of  developing  coal  property  near  English  Centre, 
Pa.  The  incorporators  are  L.  T.  McFadden,  Canton,  Pa.,  pr^ident ;  George 
E.  Green,  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  vice-president;  Benjamin  E.  Kuykendall, 
Towanda,  secretary;  J.  F.  Clark,  of  Canton,  treasurer. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Westmoreland  Coal  Co.,  Greensburg,  Pa.,  is  making  extensive  im¬ 
provements  at  its  mines  at  an  expenditure  of  $60,000. 

Five  men  were  killed  in  an  explosion  at  the  mine  of  the  Taylor  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  at  Searights,  Pa.  The  cause  of  the  explosion  is  not  known. 

The  West  Virginia  Coal  Co.,  Morgantown,  W.  Va.,  recently  installed  a 
modern  coal  mining  plant  at  its  mine  near  Kingwood  and  will  build  several 
hundred  coke  ovens. 

The  Braddock  Coal  Co.,  Clarysville,  Md.,  recently  passed  into  the  hands 
of  a  receiver.  The  company  was  capitalized  by  Ohio  operators  and  the  plant 
cost  about  $35,000. 

A  judgment  for  $8,865  has  been  recorded  against  the  Missouri  Lead  & 
Coal  Co.  in  New  York  city  in  favor  of  John  L.  Douglass  &  Co.  for  money 
loaned  the  coal  company. 

The  Connellsville  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Connell-sville,  Pa.,  will  shortly  close 
down  the  Bradenville  jilant,  as  it  is  badly  in  need  of  repairs.  A  new  steel 
tipple  will  be  erected  at  a  cost  of  $50,000. 

It  is  reported  at  Washington,  Pa.,  that  a  recent  attempt  was  made  to 
burn  the  tipple  of  the  Westland  mine  near  that  city,  belonging  to  the  Pitts¬ 


burgh  Coal  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.  The  blaze  was  discovered  by  a  night  engineer, 
who  turned  in  an  alarm,  and  a  number  of  miners  extinguished  the  flames. 

The  machinery  at  the  abandoned  washery  of  the  Carson  Coal  Co.  at 
.\udenreid.  Pa.,  has  been  removed  to  Wilkesbarre.  where  the  company  will 
install  it  in  one  of  its  breakers  at  that  point. 

J.  S.  Wentz  &  Co.,  Tamaqua,  Pa.,  recently  appointed  George  Wilmot 
Jr.  to  the  position  of  superintendent  of  the  Mary  D.  colliery  of  the  company 
at  I'amaqua  to  succeed  James  Tinley,  who  resigned. 

Griffith  Lloyd,  of  Ebensburg,  Pa.,  recently  sold  the  coal  rights  under 
two  farms  which  lie  owns,  near  Beulah,  to  T.  Stanton  Davis,  of  Ebensburg. 
the  consideration  being  in  the  neighborhood  of  $11,000. 

The  Ivory  Hill  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Nanty  Glo,  Pa.,  recently  purchased 
from  the  Bijou  Coal  Co.,  Clarksburg,  W.  Va.,  nearly  2,000  acres  of  coal 
land  in  the  latter  state,  which  will  be  developed  at  once. 

A  terrific  explosion  occurred  in  the  mine  of  the  Tidewater  Coal  & 

Co.,  Vivian,  W.  Va.,  recently,  in  which  nine  men  were  injured.  It  is  be¬ 
lieved  the  explosion  was  caused  by  an  accumulation  of  gas. 

The  Jefferson  &  Clearfield  Coal  Co.,  Indiana.  Pa.,  is  sinking  a  deep  shaft 
for  coal  on  the  Elmer  Carney  farm,  near  that  point,  and  development  work 
will  be  carried  on  extensively  as  soon  as  the  mine  is  opened. 

The  United  Coal  Co.,  Washington,  Pa.,  is  extending  its  operations  con¬ 
stantly,  and  making  extensive  improvements  at  its  old  mines.  The  Richhill 
mine,  near  Washington,  Pa.,  is  being  equipped  throughout  with  electricity. 

The  Pennsylvania  railroad  is  completing  plans  for  building  an  extension 
to  its  road  to  connect  the  Chartiers  and  Millers^  run  valleys,_the  terrnmals 
being  at  Cannonsburg  and  Bishop.  This  road  will  tap  extensive  coal  fields. 

The  Kehley  Run  colliery,  near  Mahanoy  City,  Pa.,  was  recently  sold  to 
Madeira  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia  and  New  York.  D.  W.  Levan,  of  Wilkes- 
barre,  has  been  appointed  superintendent  and  the  colliery  has  resumed  ope¬ 
rations. 

A  disastrous  fire  occurred  at  Sioux  No.  1  breaker  at  Mt.  Carmel.  Pa.,  a 
few  days  ago,  completely  destroying  the  structure,  which  was  valued  at 
$55,000,  and  employed  500  men  and  boys.  The  loss  is  fully  covered  by 
insurance. 

Edwin  N.  Ohl,  of  Newcastle,  Pa.,  recently  received  a  fee  of  $100,000  for 
en^'ineering  the  recent  sale  by  J.  V.  Thompson,  of  Uniontown,  of  9,000  acres 
of^coal  lands'  to  the  Jones  &  Laughlin  Co.,  of  Pittsburg.  The  deal  involved 
about  $2,000,000. 

The  Weaver  Coal  Co„  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  is  about  to  open  new  mines 
in  the  vicinity  of  Buck  Run,  on  Twolick  creek,  on  lands  formerly  owned 
by  Edward  Widdowson.  The  Pennsylvania  railroad  has  built  an  extension 
to  the  new  mines. 

Coal  operators  in  the  Altoona  district  of  Pennsylvania  are  looking  for  a 
general  resumption  of  business  within  a  short  time  and  a  great  many  im- 
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provements  and  extensions  are  being  made  to  enable  them  to  handle  the  fall  SoutHcm  CoCll  Citldi  Cokc  NotCS 

and  winter  trade. 


William  L.  Coffman,  Uniontown,  Pa.,  recently  sold  a  large  tract  of  land 
in  German  township  to  John  R.  Carothers,  of  that  city,  the  consideration 
being  $1,800  an  acre,  which  is  said  to  be  the  highest  price  ever  paid  for  coal 
land  in  that  field. 

Employes  of  the  Spencer  colliery  at  Dunmore,  Pa.,  who  went  out  on 
strike  a  few  days  ago,  owing  to  the  discharge  of  several  driver  boys,  have 
resumed  work.  The  company  reinstated  the  discharged  drivers,  thereby  set¬ 
tling  the  difficulty. 

A  thousand  miners  are  out  on  strike  at  the  mines  of  the  Buffalo,  Roches¬ 
ter  &  Pittsburg  Co.  at  Yatesboro,  Pa.,  on  account  of  objections  raised  by 
the  company  to  check-weighmen.  It  is  expected  the  strike  will  spread  to 
Punxsutawney  and  Dubois. 

The  Southern  Connellsville  Coke  Co.,  formerly  known  as  the  Riverview 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Connellsville,  Pa.,  will  remodel  its  plant  on  the  Monon- 
gahela  river,  near  Gray’s  Landing.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  company  to 
build  200  new  coke  ovens. 

The  Erie  railroad  has  abandoned  the  use  of  bituminous  coal  on  all  its 
engines  hauling  passenger  trains.  All  the  new  engines  acquired  by  the  com¬ 
pany  will  be  equipped  for  the  use  of  anthracite,  and  before  long  the  Erie 
will  be  a  road  of  anthracite. 

The  large  anthracite  companies  in  Pennsylvania  are  preparing  for  the 
storage  of  larger  quantities  of  anthracite.  One  company  is  building  a  yard 
with  a  capacity  of  half  a  million  tons.  The  Pennsylvania  railroad  is  erect¬ 
ing  a  storage  plant  with  a  capacity  of  250,000  tons. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  is  about 
to  open  collieries  in  the  vicinity  of  Tamaqua,  Pa.  This  property  is  known  as 
the  Reevesdale  field,  and  as  surveyors  have  been  at  work  the  past  week  it  is 
thought  that  development  will  soon  be  commenced. 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  railroad,  it  is  said,  carries  a  larger  per¬ 
centage  of  bituminous  coal  than  of  anthracite  over  its  lines.  This  road  has 
always  been  regarded  as  an  anthracite  road  and  carries  a  larger  percentage  of 
the  total  production  of  the  eastern  fields  than  any  other  road. 

It  is  rumored  that  Col.  R.  A.  Phillips,  general  superintendent  of  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western,  is  to  be  promoted  to  general  manager 
and  that  Robert  L.  Davis,  division  superintendent  of  the  Wyoming  division 
of  the  railroad  will  be  made  general  superintendent  of  the  company. 

It  is  said  that  all  work  will  be  entirely  suspended  at  the  Nottingham 
colliery  near  Rlymouth,  Pa.,  within  a  few  days,  and  will  be  torn  down  and  a 
new  breaker  built.  This  breaker,  it  is  said,  prepared  more  coal  than  any  other 
in  the  anthracite  regions  and  has  been  in  operation  for  many  years. 

Four  men  were  badly  burned  by  an  explosion  of  gas  in  the  Harry  E. 
colliery  of  the  Ternple  Iron  Co.,  at  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.  One  of  the  men,  it  is 
thought,  is  fatally  injured.  It  is  not  known  how  the  accident  occurred,  but 
it  is  believed  the  body  of  gas  was  ignited  by  the  naked  lamp  of  one  of  the 
miners. 

The  Pennsylvania  Steel  Co.,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  recently  filed  a  mortgage 
in  favor  of  the  Girard  Trust  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  to  the  amount  of  $1,500,- 
000,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  new  coke  oven  plant  at  Steelton.  The 
company  has  just  purchased  about  seventeen  acres  of  land  adjoining  its 
Steelton  plant. 

A  large  force  of  men  is  at  work  at  the  new  opening  being  made  by 
Clearfield  Coal  Co.,  Indiana,  Pa.,  on  the  farm  of  Elmer  Carney,  near  that 
city.  The  coal  under  this  farm  is  deep,  and  for  this  reason  it  is  necessary 
to  sink  a  shaft  to  reach  it.  This  will  be  a  modern  mine,  equipped  with  the 
latest  machinery  for  the  economical  handling  of  coal. 


New  Southern  Enterprises. 

The  Black  Wolf  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Tazewell,  Va., 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $100,000,  for  the  purpose  of  mining  and  ship¬ 
ping  coal. 

The  Kimball  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Guthrie,  Okla.,  with 
an  authorized  capital’  of  $5,000.  The  incorporators  are  L.  E.  Kimball,  N.  Z. 
Kimball  and  I.  D.  Kimball. 

The  Keystone  Mining  &  Manufacturing  Co.  was  recently  incorporated 
at  Henderson,  Ky.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $150,000  for  the  purpose 
of  mining  coal  on  a  tract  of  land  recently  acquired.  The  incorporators 
are  James  L.  Nicholson,  _  Henderson ;  James  L.  Mitchell  and  Murray  B. 
Cartwright,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  prison  commission  of  the  state  of  Tennessee  will  extend  the  time 
for  receiving  offers  of  coal  land  until  August  first. 

It  is  said  that  the  Nashville,  Chattanooga  &  St.  Louis  railroad  will 
shortly  build  a  branch  to  the  Pryor  Ridge  coal  fields,  near  Tracy.  Tenn. 

The_  Great  Western  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  South  McAlester.  I.  T.,  has  re¬ 
opened  its  mines,  which  have  been  idle  for  some  time.  They  have  been 
thoroughly  overhauled. 

It  is  reported  that  Charles  M.  Schwab,  the  steel  magnate,  has  pur¬ 
chased  stock  in  the  Tennessee  Coal,  Iron  &  Railway  Co.,  Birmingham,  Ala., 
and  is  seeking  the  control  of  this  company. 

Shipments  will  be  made  very  soon  from  the  mines  of  the  Domestic  Coal 
Co.  at  Ernory  Gap,  Tenn.  The  coal  there  is  found  in  a  twenty-one-foot 
seam  and  is  of  high  grade  for  domestic  purposes. 

The  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Huntington,  Ark.,  is  completing  plans  for 
the  erection  of  an  immense  coal  washery.  The  plant  will  be  built  near  Fort 
Smith  and  is  to  be  completed  as  soon  as  possible. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Southern  railway  has  threatened  to  withdraw 
the  steam  coal  rate  from  east  Tennessee  mines  to  Knoxville,  owing  to  the 
alleged  .irregular  practices  on  the  part  of  certain  operators  and  consignees. 
The  company  will  engage  a  man  to  investigate  the  matter  and  the  rate 
eventually  will  be  withdrawn  from  those  who  abuse  it. 

The  Indian  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  which  was  recently  incorporated  at 
South  McAlester,  I.  T.,  has  invested  $50,000  in  coal  lands  near  Pocahontas 
and  is  preparing  to  develop  new  mines.  The  officers  of  the  company  are 
H.  A.  Miller,  president;  C.  R.  Craig,  vice-president;  J.  A.  Nichols,  treasurer 
and  general  manager;  M.  J.  Smith,  engineer  in  charge  of  operations. 
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The  Alabama  Consolidated  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  will  shortly  erect  ^ 
coke  oven  plant  at  Lewisburg,  Ala.,  at  an  expenditure  of  about  $70,000.  An¬ 
other  coke  plant  will  be  erected  at  Searles.  where  the  company  has  coal  mines. 

The  Stearns  Coal  Co.,  Stearns,  Ky.,  is  rapidly  completing  the  ex¬ 
tension  of  its  steam  railway  down  the  South  Fork  river  to  the  mines  ot  the 
company,  which  were  opened  recently,  'i  he  road  is  eight  miles  in  length 
and  will  cost  $35,000. 

The  Alabama  Steel  &  Wire  Co.,  of  Birmingham,  Ala.,  recently  si(?ned  a 
contract  with  the  United  Mine  Workers.  This  company  operates  mines  at 
Altoona,  Ala.,  which  have  been  working  up  to  this  time  with  union  labor, 
and  there  will  be  no  change. 

The  Alabama  Consolidated  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  Birmingham,  Ala.,  will 
shortly  construct  a  modern  coke  oven  p’ant  at  its  Lewisburg  rnines,  also 
one  at  Searles.  It  is  said  the  cost  of  these  ovens  will  be  $70,000.  Fifty 
ovens  will  be  built  at  each  plant. 

J.  Fioyd  Hatcher,  Ashland,  Ky.,  is  about  to  begin  active  development 
work  on  coal  property  which  he  owns  near  Laynesville  depot,  a  short  di.s- 
tance  from  Pikeville,  Ky.  He  has  discovered  several  different  veins,  run¬ 
ning  from  four  to  seven  feet  in  thickness. 

The  Central  of  Georgia  railroad  is  building  an  extension  of  its  road  near 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  which  is  to  tap  a  new  coal  field  of  some  9,000.  acres, 
thereby  greatly  increasing  the  coal  tonnage  of  that  road.  It  is  expected  that 
the  extension  will  be  completed  within  a  short  time. 

Coal  deposits  were  recently  discovered  in  the  courthouse  yard  at  He- 
ber  Ark,  by  Attorney  J.  M.  Brice.  Not  much  interest  is  being  taken  in 
the’ find,  but  it  is  believed  if  the  St.  Louis  &  North  Arkansas  railroad  were 
extended  to  that  point  the  coal  would  be  developed. 

Miners  in  District  No.  19  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America, 
which  includes  Tennessee,  are  endeavoring  to  have  it  divided.  The  dis¬ 
trict  is  a  very  large  one,  but  is  not  fully  organized.  The  matter  will  come 
up  for  discussion  and  settlement  at  the  convention  of  miners  to  be  held  in 
August. 

It  is  asserted  as  a  fact  that  the  Southern  railway  will  build  an  extension 
of  its  lines  to  Maryville,  S.  C.  The  building  of  this  road  will  shorten  the 
distance  between  the  Tennessee  coal  fields  and  South  Carolina  almost  half. 


which  is  the  principal  market  out  of  east  Tennessee  for  coal  mined  ir  that 
district. 

Estimates  are  being  made  as  to  the  probable  coal  output  of  the  state 
of  Alabama  the  current  year,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  production  will  ex¬ 
ceed  the  12,000,000-ton  mark,  provided  there  is  no  serious  interruption  to 
work  at  the  mines  from  now  till  the  first  of  January  next. 

The  Lytle  Coal  Co.,  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  recently  was  forced  by  officers 
of  the  United  States  Secret  Service  to  destroy  1739  pieces  of  brass,  which 
it  is  alleged  the  company  was  circulating  among  its  employes  in  the  place 
of  silver  coin.  These  checks  were  paid  the  miners  as  wages  and  were  ac¬ 
cepted  as  money  at  several  places  in  Lytle. 

V 

Literary  Notes. 

The  August  Century  will  bring  the  second  of  Frank  J.  Sprague’s  papers  on  “The 
Electric  Railway,”  giving  special  attention  to  later  experiments  and  the  present  state 
of  the  art.  It  is  Mr.  Sprague’s  opinion  that  every  road  presents  a  special  problem, 
and  that  the  wisdom  of  adopting  electricity  can  be  determined  only  by  a  most  careful 
analysis  of  all  the  conditions  affecting  it. 
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General  Review  of  tKe  Markets. 


Some  little  interest  in  anthracite  on  the  part  of  the  consum¬ 
ers  of  this  coal  was  caused  by  the  publication  on  Monday  of  this 
week  through  the  agency  of  the  Associated  Press  of  the  report  that 
there  was  likely  to  be  a  strike  in  the  region  before  the  expiration  of 
the  agreement  entered  into  under  the  arbitration  award.  This  report 
was  circulated  throughout  the  country,  having  been  published  in 
nearly  every  important  daily  newspaper.  It  was  quickly  followed 
by  a  denial  from  officials  of  the  miners’  organization,  to  the  effect 
that  no  strike  was  contemplated  during  the  life  of  the  award  agree¬ 
ment.  There  seems  to  be  little  doubt  but  what  the  newspaper  dis¬ 
patch  was  a  fabrication  and  that  there  was  no  real  foundation  for  it. 
If  it  served  to  awaken  consumers  to  the  necessity  of  taking  in  coal 
supplies  at  this  time,  it  probably  proved  of  some  benefit,  not  only  to 
users  of  coal  who  thus  secure  their  supply  at  a  lower  price,  but  to 
sales  agents  who  are  short  of  orders  at  this  season  of  the  year.  If 
there  was  a  little  more  life  to  the  demand  it  would  be  to  the  advantage 
of  all  concerned,  because  so  much  business  will  go  over  into  the  fall 
and  winter  owing  to  negligence  on  the  part  of  buyers  in  taking  in 
supplies,  that  facilities  for  handling  this  great  bulk  of  business  may 
be  inadequate.  It  is  therefore  advisable  to  use  all  possible  influence 
to  increase  the  movement  of  tonnage  now,  so  that  the  annoyances 
which  may  occur  later  on  can  be  avoided  if  possible. 

The  Black  Diamond  has  received  several  inquiries  as  to  the 
possibilties  of  trouble  prior  to  the  expiration  of  the  arbitration  award 
agreement  and  doubtless  this  is  a  subject  of  more  than  passing  interest 
to  dealers.  There  seems  to  be  no  reason  to  expect  any  break  in  the 
relations  between  the  coal  producing  companies  and  their  employes 
before  April  first,  at  the  earliest.  Both  parties  to  the  award  are  abid¬ 
ing  by  its  provisions  in  good  faith  and  probably  will  continue  to  do  so. 
The  producing  companies  have  announced  that  they  will  live  up  to 
every  provision  of  it,  and  the  miners  can  not  do  anything  else.  It 
would  be  folly  for  them  to  inaugurate  a  strike  prior  to  the  expiration 
of  the  present  agreement,  for  the  reason  that  in  the  present  state 
of  public  sentiment  concerning  the  labor  union,  they  will  need  all  the 
sympathy  and  support  they  can  obtain  when  there  is  trouble.  They 
would  alienate  public  sympathy  by  inaugurating  a  strike  at  this  time 
and  it  would  bring  ignominious  defeat  upon  the  organization  within 
a  short  time,  for  the  reason  that  they  would  be  open  to  the  charge  of 
having  violated  a  contract  into  which  they  entered  with  good  faith. 
While  contract-breaking  sometimes  occurs  with  labor  unions,  it  is 
extremely  unlikely  that  it  will  in  this  instance,  owing  to  the  storm 
of  popular  disapproval  which  it  would  arouse.  Except  for  the  ap¬ 
parently  unauthorized  newspaper  dispatches  there  is  no  reason  for 
thinking  that  the  miners  would  inaugurate  a  strike  now  or  before 
the  expiration  of  the  award.  There  is  more  harmony  between  the 
operators  and  miners  than  for  a  considerable  length  of  time;  fewer 
cases  are  being  appealed  to  the  conciliation  board  and  except  in  iso¬ 
lated  instances  there  are  no  disputes  of  any  importance,  so  that  a 
break  in  these  relations  during  the  winter  is  extremely  improbable. 

The  dispatch  probably  originated  in  the  fact  that  President 
Mitchell,  of  the  miners’  organization,  has  been  making  a  number  of 
speeches  in  the  anthracite  region  with  a  view  to  strengthening  his 
organization.  He  has  called  attention  to  the  alleged  fact,  to  induce 
miners  to  join,  that  the  operators  were  accumulating  a  surplus  of  coal 
to  meet  the  situation  next  spring  if  there  was  trouble.  The  operators 
deny  that  they  have  accumulated  any  surplus  coal  over  that  usually 
stored  at  this  season  of  the  year  to  meet  the  enlarged  demand  that 
comes  during  the  winter.  Nevertheless  the  mine  officials  are  using 
this  argument  and  it  is  probably  due  to  this  that  the  story  was 
sent  out. 

No  Labor  Troubles  Expected  at  Present. 

After  the  expiration  of  the  award  conditions  may  be  different  as 
to  peace.  There  seems  to  be  a  feeling  on  both  sides  that  trouble  may 
occur  next  yiar,  but,  of  course,  it  is  too  early  to  make  any  predictions 


on  that  score.  Tlie  dealer  who  carries  a  large  stock  of  anthracite, 
liowever,  paidicularly  towards  next  s])ring,  will  pursue  the  best  policy. 
The  coal  will  never  be  any  cheaper  than  it  is  at  prese  nt,  and  if  there 
should  be  a  strike,  it  might  be  very  much  higher. 

The  effect  of  all  this  publicity  in  connection  with  the  anthracite 
trade  was  to  stimulate  buying  in  some  quarters  for  a  brief  time.  The 
denial  by  officials  of  the  mine  workers’  organization  followed  so 
closely  upon  the  original  article,  that  the  excitement  wliicli  was  caused 
was  soon  allayed. 

I’roductlou  to, be  Curtailed  lii  August. 

In  the  eastern  anthracite  trade  there  has  been  a  slight  Hurry  of 
business  this  week  owing  to  the  approach  of  the  time  when  tlie  net 
price  of  the  product  at  wholesale  will  advance  ten  cents  a  ton.  Some 
dealers  endeavored  to  secure  the  forwarding  of  coal  in  order  to  avoid 
this  higher  price,  which  temporarily  gave  the  situation  a  more  active 
appearance.  Outside  of  a  small  run  of  orders  of  this  character  there 
was  no  urgency  to  the  demand,  and  producing  companies  anticipate 
that  the  present  dullness  will  continue  throughout  August.  As  a 
result  they  are  planning  to  curtail  their  output  for  the  purpose  of  mak¬ 
ing  necessary  repairs,  and  because  the  coal  is  not  required,  it  is 
announced  that  the  mines  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.  will  not 
produce  much  coal  the  coming  week  and  other  operating  companies 
are  planning  for  a  light  production  during  later  weeks  in  the  month. 

In  the  western  anthracite  trade  there  has  been  a  slight  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  demand  outside  of  Chicago  and  the  larger  cities.  Dealers 
are  calling  for  more  coal  in  the  aggregate,  but  orders  are  confined 
to  one  and  two  carlots,  evidently  to  meet  current  requirements  or  for 
special  purposes.  So  little  coal  has  been  stored  by  consumers  in  the 
west  that  it  is  expected  the  season  will  be  very  active  as  soon  as  con¬ 
sumption  commences.  Much  business  which  has  been  spread  over 
several  months  during  the  past  two  years  will  be  crowded  into  the 
early  fall  and  winter,  which  ought  to  bring  much  activity  to  all  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  industry. 

In  the  bituminous  trade,  the  first  car  shortage  of  the  season  has 
been  recorded.  News  of  a  short  supply  of  cars  in  the  Pocahontas  and 
New  liiver  regions  comes  to  hand  and  is  interfering  with  pro¬ 
duction  to  some  extent.  As  the  demand  for  this  coal  is  very  heavy 
and  some  of  the  producing  companies  are  back  on  their  orders  the 
matter  is  receiving  considerable  attention.  Probably  this  car  shortage 
is  the  forerunner  of  many  others  that  will  occur,  however.  There  is  to 
be  a  heavy  movement  of  grain  in  the  west  judging  by  present  crop 
prospects  and  this  will  require  a  large  part  of  the  available  equipment. 
Low  grade  freight  such  as  coal,  probably  will  be  more  or  less  neg¬ 
lected  during  the  height  of  the  crop  movement  causing  much  annoy¬ 
ance  to  those  who  have  not  accumulated  a  supply  in  advance. 

Another  feature  of  the  situation  which  is  receiving  attention  is 
in  connection  with  lake  movement.  There  has  been  a  serious  conges¬ 
tion  of  loaded  coal  cars  at  lake  loading  ports  which  probably  accounts 
for  the  shortage  of  cars  in  the  smokeless  region,  much  of  the  equipment 
being  tied  up  pending  the  arrival  of  boats  for  loading.  These  con¬ 
gestions  have  resulted  in  coal  intended  for  lake  shipment  being  di¬ 
verted  to  the  all-rail  trade  and  there  has  been  some  demoralization  of 
prices  in  the  latter,  particularly  on  Hocking  imd  Fairmont  coal.  This 
is  temporary  and  as  soon  as  relief  is  furnished  at  lake  loading  ports 
prices  will  be  steadier,  as  demand  for  such  coal  is  increasing  with  the 
advancement  of  the  season. 

In  the  eastern  bituminous  trade  the  main  feature  is  found  in  con¬ 
nection  with  tlie  low  coastwise  freight  rates,  which  furnish  an  induce¬ 
ment  to  buyers  to  take  in  their  supplies  at  this  time.  Otlierwise  the 
demand  is  dull  and  stagnant,  most  of  the  markets  being  without 
important  features.  Coal  movement  on  contract  is  fully  up  to  ex¬ 
pectations  and  prices  are  well  maintained  on  the  leading  steam  coals 
at  important  markets. 
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While  western  coal  markets  are  not  yet  in 
the  posit  on  whicli  tliey  should  occupy  either  as 
to  the  voluine  of  tonnage  demanded  or  the  range 
of  prices,  there  has  been  a  slight  improvement 
during  the  jiast  week,  which,  if  it  is  an  indication 
of  better  things  with  the  development  of  the  sea¬ 
son,  should  be  a  source  of  encouragement.  1  be 
principal  increase  in  tbe  volume  of  tonnage  re¬ 
quired  has  come  from  points  outside  of  Chicago 
and  other  large  cities.  Country  trade,  socalled,  is 
becoming  a  more  important  factor  and  gives  prom¬ 
ise  of  developing  to  good  proportions  inside  of 
the  next  thirty  to  sixty  days.  Both  bituminous 
and  anthracite  have  felt  the  influence  of  the  bet¬ 
ter  conditions.  Anthracite  orders  have  been  more 
numerous,  and  while  the  individual  tonnage  called 
for  has  not  been  large,  but  has  been  confined  to 
one  or  two  car  lots,  in  the  aggregate  it  repre¬ 
sents  a  better  movement.  In  the  bituminous  trade 
the  same  conditions  largely  hold  true.  Demand 
is  for  single  car  lots,  but  covers  a  wide  territory, 
which  is  the  best  indication  of  the  future  that 
can  be  found,  inasmuch  as  it  shows  that  stocks 
throughout  the  west  are  at  a  low  point,  and  when 
consumptive  demand  increases  there  will  be  a 
good  demand  for  coal. 

In  the  bituminous  list  the  strongest  item  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  the  smokeless  product  from  West 
Virginia.  Car  supply  on  both  of  the  main  line 
roads  out  of  these  fields  is  becoming  a  factor, 
and  coupled  with  the  shortage  of  cars,  demand  is 
increasing  in  nearly  all  territory  where  this  coal 
is  consumed.  These  two  features  are  giving 
strength  to  a  product  which  has  ruled  steady 
throughout  the  summer.  None  of  the  large  pro¬ 
ducing  companies  is  accepting  orders  for  deliv¬ 
ery  during  August  on  lump  coal  at  present  cir¬ 
cular  prices,  while  most  of  them  have  also  sold 
up  their  output  of  egg  coal  for  that  month.  The 
new  prices  which  will  prevail  after  September 
first,  practically  have  been  agreed  upon  and  will 
be  $1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  run-of-mine  coal 
and  $1.85@2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  lump  and 
egg,  the  latter  being  the  minimum  figure,  al¬ 
though  some  of  the  producing  companies  that 
have  accepted  a  large  number  of  orders  will  ob¬ 
tain  as  high  as  $2.00  and  will  make  no  deviation 
from  this  figure.  Compared  with  the  prices  at 
which  some  of  the  other  bituminous  coals  are 
selling  these  are  remarkable,  and  can  be  construed 
as  an  indication  of  the  popular  favor  in  which 
this  coal  is  held. 

All-Hall  Hitumluous  Trade  Overloaded. 

Congestion  of  coal  at  some  of  the  loading 
ports  on  Lake  Erie  continues  to  be  a  feature. 
Vessel  tonnage  available  is  not  sufficient  to  move 
this  coal,  the  consequence  being  that  the  newly 
mined  product  must  be  divert.d  to  the  all-rail 
trade.  The  effect  is  to  overcrowd  the  latter  to 
some  extent  and  prices  are  not  ruling  as  firm 
as  they  should  at  this  time.  When  a  better  sup¬ 
ply  of  \essels  is  available  at  loading  ports  some 
relief  will  follow.  Should  this  be  coincident  with 
the  enlargement  of  demand  which  occurs  in  the 
early  fall  when  consumers  begin  to  take  in  coal, 
it  would  result  in  a  rapid  transformation  which 
would  be  of  much  benefit  to  the  trade  in  general. 

Outside  of  the  shortage  of  cars  in  the  smokeless 
trade  at  mining  points,  there  is  little  complaint 
on  this  score  as  yet,  although  railroad  officials 
are  locking  for  such  a  feature  to  develop  very 
early  in  the  fall  and  are  planning  to  utilize  all 
the  transportation  facilities  at  their  command. 
The  heavy  crops,  particularly  the  wheat  and  corn 
crop  to  the  west  9!  Chicago,  will  increase  the 
transportation  requirements  to  a  very  large  ex¬ 
tent.  The  southwestern  wheat  crop  is  beginning 
to  move  and  is  already  increasing  the  demands 
in  that  territory.  With  a  heavy  crop  m  Ne¬ 
braska,  Iowa,  the  Dakotas,  Minnesota  and  other 
western  states,  it  is  believed  the  equipment  of 
the  railroads  will  be  thoroughly  employed  and 
low  grade  freight  will  have  to  suffer  in  conse¬ 
quence.  Dealers  and  consumers  who  are  short 
of  coal,  or  who  will  need  a  large  supply  during 
the  early  fall,  should  take  into  account  these 
conditions  in  placing  their  orders.  If  they  give 
the  matter  attention  during  the  next  thirty  days 


it  will  save  them  much  annoyance  later  on  and 
insure  a  supply  of  coal  in  retail  yards  when  it  is 
required. 

(lood  Ilciiiaiitt  for  TlircHliliig  l*uri>OBeB. 

The  threshing  trade  continues  to  be  an  active 
factor  in  the  west  and  is  taking  in  a  large  supply 
of  coal.  Reports  continue  to  indicate  that  the 
volume  of  this  business  is  in  excess  of  a  year 
ago,  and  that  a  larger  tonnage  will  be  required 
for  this  purpose.  Prices  on  special  coals  required 
for  threshing  rule  steady  on  about  the  circular 
basis  in  most  of  the  territory. 

In  the  western  anthracite  trade  the  publication 
of  alleged  news  on  Monday  to  the  effect  there 
might  be  an  anthracite  strike  during  the  fall  and 
winter  probably  had  a  good  effect  in  increasing 
tlie  movement  of  this  product.  The  story  was 
giveii  considerable  publicity,  but  later  was  officially 
denied,  wbich  is  an  assurance  that  it  originated 
in  the  figments  of  some  versatile  reporter’s  imag¬ 
ination.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  unnecessary  to 
place  too  much  emphasis  on  the  denial.  1  he  out¬ 
look  is  for  labor  troubles  next  spring  in  the 
anthracite  field.  If  a  temporary  scare  occurs  this 
fall  and  consumers  are  induced  to  lay  in  stocks 
of  coal  in  anticipation  of  trouble,  it  may  be  to 
their  advantage  when  they  have  a  surplus  next 
year.  Generally  the  western  anthracite  trade 
needs  stimulating.  Less  coal  has  gone  into  retail 
and  consumers’  storage  the  present  year  than  in 
any  similar  period  since  the  strike  of  1902.  Un¬ 
less  there  is  a  better  movement  from  now  on  the 
business  will  develop  with  a  rush,  and  when  it 
does  come  there  will  be  many  petty  troubles 
which  will  prove  annoying  alike  to  shipping  com¬ 
panies  and  dealers. 

Anthracite  Trade  Is  Improved. 

Some  new  anthracite  business  has  developed 
during  the  week,  principally  from  points  outside 
of  the  larger  cities  like  Chicago,  Milwaukee  and 
St.  Louis.  Most  of  this  business  has  come  from 
smaller  towns  and  cities  and  has  been  for  one 
or  two  cars  to  a  dealer.  This  slight  improvement 
the  latter  part  of  the  month  was  due,  in  all  prob¬ 
ability,  to  the  prospective  reduction  in  the  dis¬ 
count  from  the  circular  price  and  advance  of  ten 
cents  a  ton  in  the  net  price,  which  becomes  ef¬ 
fective  next  Tuesday.  The  newspaper  reports  also 
probably  induced  somewhat  freer  buying  on  the 
part  of  dealers,  although  not  to  any  large  extent, 
the  principal  influence  of  such  publicity  being 
with  consumers.  In  Chicago  and  other  large  cen¬ 
ters  of  population  demand  for  anthracite  is  stag¬ 
nant  and  as  dull  as  it  has  been  at  any  time  during 
the  year.  Consumers  are  away  on  vacations, 
which  partly  accounts  for  this  dullness,  but  those 
who  have  remained  at  home  are  paying  practically 
no  attention  to  their  fuel  supply.  Retail  prices 
in  Chicago  are  badly  demoralized.  Two  city  con¬ 
tracts  were  taken  recently,  including  wagon  haul¬ 
age.  on  the  basis  of  $0.70  for  prepared  sizes.  The 
retail  price  at  this  time  should  be  $7.30,  indicating 
that  concessions  were  made  to  secure  this  busi¬ 
ness.  Full  circular  on  coal  at  retail  is  not  being 
maintained  and  most  any  means  is  being  used 
by  dealers  to  secure  business.  In  the  wholesale 
market  the  companies  are  maintaining  the  cir¬ 
cular  basis,  but  there  is  considerable  “private” 
coal  being  offered  through  jobbers  at  prices  from 
fifteen  to  twenty-five  cents  off  the  circular.  Some 
of  this  coal  was  drawing  car  service  the  early 
part  of  the  week,  and  this  necessitated  that  it 
should  receive  prompt  movement,  which  resulted 
in  sacrifices  being  made  in  the  price  in  individual 
instances  to  prevent  car  services  from  still  further 
accruing. 

Want  More  Coal  for  Docks. 

Shipping  agents  at  Chicago  and  most  lake  ports 
are  urging  the  movement  forward  of  heavier  sup¬ 
plies  of  dock  coal  during  the  dull  period  in  order 
that  storage  room  may  be  utilized.  1  he  impres¬ 
sion  seems  prevalent  that  after  September  first 
current  production  will  be  readily  absorbed,  and 
it  may  be  difficult  to  secure  all  the  coal  required 
if  docks  are  neglected  now.  All-rail  movement 
from  the  collieries  is  steady  and  without  important 
change. 

In  the  bituminous  list  West  Virginia  smokeless 
rules  at  full  circular  basis  and  most  of  the  selling 


companies  in  Chicago  have  withdrawn  quotations 
on  lump  and  egg  for  August  shipment,  claiming 
that  their  production  has  been  sold  up  in  advance. 
Spot  coal  in  these  grades  ought  to  command  a 
slight  premium  before  the  first  of  September,  as 
it  is  not  available.  Some  shipping  companies  an¬ 
ticipate  that  it  will  command  such  a  premium  and 
have  instructed  selling  agencies  not  to  take  any 
more  orders  for  egg  at  a  price  less  than  $1.70 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  which  is  twenty  cents  higher 
than  the  circular  basis  in  July.  Run-of  mine 
rules  steady  at  $1.00@1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or 
$:i.().7@3.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  for  the  standard 
product.  Rescreened  run-of-mine  from  the  Sandy 
river  district  rules  on  the  same  basis.  Tug  river 
and  thin  vein  coals  are  quoted  at  90(§,95c  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $2.95(^3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Splint  Coal  MovlnK  More  Freely. 

In  the  splint  list  there  is  very  little  change. 
Evidently  producers  anticipated  that  demand 
would  develop  early  and  as  a  consequence  over- 
shipped  this  coal  before  there  was  an  active  de¬ 
mand  for^  it.  This  resulted  in  some  accumulation 
of  the  product  at  distributing  centers,  such  as 
Chicago,  which  has  not  been  entirely  cleaned  up. 
although  interest  in  this  product  is  increasing  and 
the  demand  is  slightly  improved.  Common  grades 
of  coal  are  quoted  $1.00(al-25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
for  inch  and  a  quarter  lump  and  $1.35  for  three 
inch  lump.  This  makes  the  Chicago  price  $2.90 
(g3.15  for  the  former  and  $3.25  for  the  latter. 
Winifrede  loaded  in  box  cars  is  quoted  at  $1.40 
f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or  $3.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  De¬ 
mand  is  not  wide  yet  and  to  prevent  further  de¬ 
moralization  shipping  companies  should  withhold 
shipments  until  they  have  the  orders  in  hand  for 
the  coal. 

Fairmont  coal  continues  to  show  about  the  same 
range  as  formerly.  In  Chicago  some  three-quarter 
coal  is  being  offered  at  75(a,85c  f.  o.  b.  the  mines, 
while  outside  of  this  city  the  prevailing  quotations 
are  90c@$1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mines.  On  the  former 
basis  coal  sells  in  Chicago  at  $2.65(^2.75.  Run-of- 
mine  coal,  when  offered,  is  at  figures  ten  cents 
below  these  quotations. 

The  market  on  Youghiogheny  coal  rules  to 
about  the  same  basis  as  last  week,  the  bulk  of 
the  movement  being  on  contracts.  Three-quarier 
coal  is  offered  at  Chicago  at  95c(a$1.10  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $2.85@3.00  f.  o.  b.  this  city.  Some  of 
the  surplus  coal  reported  last  week  seems  to  have 
been  cleaned  up  and  the  market  is  slightly  im¬ 
proved,  although  there  is  room  for  further  change 
in  that  direction. 

Hocking  coal  shows  a  wide  range  of  prices, 
there  being  much  demoralization  in  the  all-rail 
trade.  Some  coal  has  been  offered  to  Chicago 
jobbers  during  the  week  at  $1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
for  lump  or  at  $2.65,  although  this  pr  ce  is  ex¬ 
ceptional.  Most  of  the  trading  has  been  on  the 
basis  of  $1.10(gl.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.7^ 
3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  some  standard  grades  selling 
below  the  maximum  figures. 

Xew  List  on  Cartervllle  Coal. 

In  the  western  list  circulars'  have  been  issued 
by  the  leading  producers  of  Carterville  coal  in 
the  west  which  indicate  a  slight  advance  in  this 
product,  lliese  new  circular  prices  become  ef¬ 
fective  August  first,  and  apply  to  all  territory  out¬ 
side  of  Chicago.  The  latter  is  a  dumping  ground 
and  for  that  reason  no  effort  will  be  made  to 
maintain  uniform  prices.  The  circular  prices  on 
the  leading  descriptions  of  this  coal  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  are  as  follows ; 

F.O.B.  Mine. 


Burr  Carterville  six  inch  lump . $1.50 

Burr  Carterville  si.x  inch  egg .  1.35 

Six  inch  lump  .  1-35 

Si.x  inch  egg  .  1-2^ 

No.  1  washed  .  1-83 

No.  2  washed  .  l 

No.  3  washed  .  1‘23 

No.  4  washed  .  1-13 

Mo.  5  washed  . 50@70c 

Three  inch  screenings . . .  75c 


These  prices  become  effective  .August  first  and 
are  an  advance  of  ten  and  fifteen  cents  a  ton 
over  the  prices  prevailing  at  th  s  time.  Demand 
for  this  coal  outside  of  Chicago  is  improving  and 
the  outlook  is  much  more  encouraging  than  it 
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was.  In  the  Chicago  market  the  spot  price  is 
some  lower.  Coal  was  offered  during  the  week 
at  $1.10@1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  lump  and  $1.00 
@1.15  for  egg.  Screenings  have  ruled  at  60@65c 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  three  inch. 

Sullivan  county  coals  show  no  important  change 
from  last  week,  although  high  grade  product  for 
domestic  use  seems  to  be  in  slightly  better  re¬ 
quest  and  the  market  is  a  trifle  firmer.  Domestic 
lump,  however,  shows  a  wide  range  and  is  quoted 
at  $1.20@1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or  $2.00@2..30 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Egg  for  domestic  use  is  quoted 
ten  cents  lower  than  these  figures  in  some  in¬ 
stances.  Run-of-mine  coal  is  on  the  basis  of  90c@ 
$1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.70@1.8O  f.  o.  b.  Chicago 
Screenings  show  a  slightly  wider  range  and  are 
not  always  in  active  request.  Quotations  for 
inch  and  a  quarter  Sullivan  county  are  on  the 
basis  of  50@G5c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.30@1.45 


f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Linton  coal  offered  in  the  west¬ 
ern  trade  shows  about  the  same  range  as  quoted 
prices  on  the  various  descriptions  of  Sullivan 
county,  with  the  minimum  prices  named  five  to 
ten  cents  lower  per  ton. 

I'rlces  on  I.,ei»cllnK  sre  m  (  onls. 

Clinton  inch  and  a  quarter  lump  is  quoted  on 
the  basis  of  $1.10@1.20  f.  o.  L  the  mine  or  $1.80 
@1.00  f.  o.  1).  Chicago.  Run-of-mine  is  held  at 
90c@$1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.60@1.70  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Screenings  have  sold  as»low  as  55c 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  in  one  instance,  but  prevailing 
quotations  are  60@65c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.30 
@1.35  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

In  Springfield  coal  the  situation  shows  prac¬ 
tically  no  deviation  from  last  week.  Domestic 
lump  is  held  at  $1.10@1.35  f.  o.  h.  the  mines  or 
$1.8.5@2.1()  f.  o.  1).  Chicago.  Run-of-mine  is 


quoted  at  85c@$1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $l.r>o@ 
1.75,  although  there  have  been  some  sales  of  car 
service  coal  five  to  ten  cents  a  ton  below  these 
figures.  Screenings  rule  at  5.5@60c  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $1.30@1.35  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  but  rule  weak 
at  these  quotations  in  some  instances. 

Brazil  block  for  threshing  purposes  rules  steady 
and  demand  is  said  to  continue  in  excess  of  a 
year  ago  at  this  time,  owing  to  the  prospects  for 
a  large  yield  of  grain  in  the  west  and  northwest. 

rile  coke  situation  remains  unchanged  on  the 
statidard  product.  Connellsville  seventy-two  hotir 
foundry  is  held  on  the  basis  of  $2.25@2.50  f.  o.  b. 
the  ovens  or  $4.0()@5.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  South¬ 
ern  coke  is  in  better  demand  for  shipments  to 
.Mabama,  and  therefore  is  some  firmer,  being 
qitoted  at  $2.40@2.5I)  f.  o.  b.  the  ovetis  or  $4.05 
@4.75  f.  o.  1).  Chicago.  Gas-house  coke  rules  at 
$3.4()@'3.5l)  f.  o.  I).  Chicago. 


Market  Conditions  and  Trade  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 


Cincinnati,  Ohio,  July  27. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — General  conditions  here  continue 
most  satisfactory,  both  in  the  wholesale  and  the 
retail  market,  and  almost  without  exception  prices 
are  encouraging  on  every  grade  of  coal  sold  here 
and  in  this  territory.  The  widely  circulated  story 
to  the  effect  that  there  is  almost  certain  to  be  a 
great  strike  among  the  miners  of  botn  anthracite 
and  bituminous  coal  this  fall  or  winter,  has  had 
the  immediate  effect  of  interesting  many  persons 
who  had  not  bought  their  coal  for  the  winter, 
and  a  great  many  orders  have  come  in  during  the 
week  that  probably  would  have  been  held  for 
some  time  had  not  this  report  gained  such  wide 
circulation.  It  is  not  the  province  of  this  cor¬ 
respondence  to  say  whether  or  not  there  will  be 
a  strike,  but  the  fact  remains  that  thus  far  the 
rumors  have  served  at  least  to  considerably  in¬ 
crease  the  demand  for  coal  from  dealers,  large 
consumers  and  private  families. 

'I'he  wonderful  strength  shown  by  smokeless 
coal  continues,  and  now,  before  the  trade  usually 
opens  up,  a  handicap  is  beginning  to  show  itself 
in  the  matter  of  deliveries.  Complaints  are  being 
made  on  all  sides  that  both  the  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  and  the  Norfolk  &  Western  railroads,  the 
transportation  lines  that  control  the  entire  smoke¬ 
less  production,  are  already  unable  to  properly 
handle  their  coal  tonnage,  and  that  a  general 
shortage  of  cars  is  considerably  curtailing,  the 
normal  production.  This  is  causing  both  the  pro¬ 
ducers  and  the  buyers  of  smokeless  coal  more 
annoyance  than  was  dreamed  of  a  few  weeks  ago. 

Sliortage  of  Cars  Is  Keported. 

The  apparent  inability  of  the  railroads  to  fur¬ 
nish  cars  is  delaying  deliveries,  and  has  the  same 
effect  upon  the  producers  as  selling  their  product 
that  much  further  in  advance,  so  that  they  will 
not  be  in  a  position  to  accept  orders  for  higher 
priced  coal  until  their  present  accepted  orders 
are  filled.  The  possibility  of  a  strike  is  scaring 
many  dealers  who  have  not  covered  their  re¬ 
quirements,  and  they  are  now  strongly  urging 
immediate  sh.pments.  As  to  prices,  there  is  no 
standard.  The  largest  distributer  of  smokeless 
coal  in  the  district  has  been  refusing  orders,  both 
wholesale  and  retail,  for  two  weeks  or  more ; 
some  other  selling  agencies  are  sold  up  beyond 
the  first  of  September,  even  figuring  full  capacity 
of  the  mines,  which  has  been  impossible  lately 
on  accoum  of  a  scarcity  of  cars;  others  are  not 
sold  up,  and  are  taking  advantage  of  the  strong 
market  to  increase  their  price  on  coal  for  either 
immediate  or  deferred  shipments.  Lump  and  egg 
are  being  quoted  at  various  prices,  $1.60@2.00  a 
ton  at  the  mines.  The  latter  figure  has  been 
named  all  week  by  one  of  the  principal  agencies. 
The  demand  for  smokeless  run-of-mine  is  not 
nearly  so  good  as  for  the  prepared  sizes,  but  it  is 
better  than  it  has  been,  and  is  now  quite  firm  at 
$1.10  instead  of  $1.00@1.10  as  heretofore.  There 
IS  comparatively*  little  demand  for  smokeless  nut 
and  slack  except  from  the  ovens. 

Splint  Trade  Sliows  Improvement. 

The  splint  trade,  while  strong,  has  not  the  fea¬ 
tures  of  the  smokeless  market,  though  it  is  quite 
satisfactory  to  all  the  producers.  Considerable 
complaint  has  been  heard  all  week  of  poor  car 
supply  throughout  the  Kanawha  district  on  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio.  This  railroad  has  an  unusu¬ 


ally  large  number  of  cars  tied  up  in  the  lake 
trade,  and  it  seems  impossible  to  keep  them  mov¬ 
ing  regularly  on  account  of  not  being  able  to  get 
vessels.  A  coal  man  who  came  down  through 
the  state  the  other  day  is  authority  for  the  state¬ 
ment  that  this  road  has  over  1,800  cars  of  coal 
awaiting  unloading  at  one  lake  port.  Prices  on 
splint  lump  are  about  the  same  as  last  week,  but 
the  demand  is  better.  There  is  still  a  little  lump 
to  be  had  at  $1.25  a  ton  at  the  mines,  but  most 
of  the  producers  are  asking  $1.35@1.50  for  the 
standard  grades.  Nut  and  slack,  which  for  sev¬ 
eral  weeks  has  been  getting  better  and  better,  con¬ 
tinues  to  improve,  and  it  is  not  difficult  to  get 
fifty-five  cents  for  ordinary  grades  now,  while 
the  favorite  descriptions  are  selling  readily  at 
seventy-five  cents. 

Retail  Demand  on  Ilealtliy  Basis. 

In  the  retail  trade  there  is  a  good  healthy  de¬ 
mand  for  all  grades  of  coal.  Apparently  con¬ 
sumers  who  have  been  waiting  for  prices  to  de¬ 
cline  have  decided  to  wait  no  longer,  but  now 
want  to  get  into  the  procession  and  will  buy  their 
coal  before  it  goes  higher.  It  may  be  said  right 
here  that  in  all  probability  the  price  of  smoke¬ 
less  lump  and  egg  will  advance  at  least  twenty- 
five  cents  a  ton  before  another  week,  and  there 
is  also  a  probability  that  splint  lump  may  be  ad¬ 
vanced  before  September  first.  Prevailing  prices 
now  are  $3.50  a  ton  for  Pocahontas  and  New 
River;  $3.25  for  Pittsburg,  Kanawha,  Fairmont 
and  Thacker ;  $3.00  for  Luhrig,  Big  Hill  and 
Ohio  River;  $7.25  for  anthracite,  and  0@10  cents 
a  bushel  for  gas  coke  delivered  to  families. 
Steam  run-of-mine  ranges  at  $2.15@2.50  and  steam 
nut  and  slack  $1.75@2.25  a  ton  delivered. 

Coke  is  still  on  the  upward  grade,  and  the 
rather  sharp  advance  noted  last  week  is  low  price 
this  week.  There  appears  to  be  a  very  active 
demand  for  certain  grades  of  coke  for  furnace 
purposes,  and  sales  were  made  during  the  week 
as  high  as  $2.40  a  ton  at  the  ovens  for  this 
product.  At  least  one  large  New  River  concern 
fired  another  lot  of  ovens  this  week,  and  it  begins 
to  look  as  if  the  entire  equipment  of  a  number 
of  large  plants  will  have  to  be  fired  soon.  Foun¬ 
dry  coke  is  not  in  as  good  demand  as  furnace, 
and  ranges  in  prices  at  $2.25@2.50.  While  these 
prices  are  being  paid  for  spot  coke,  the  contract 
price  is  considerably  lower,  and  it  is  still  possible 
to  make  time  contracts  on  a  basis  of  $1.85  or 
thereabouts,  for  furnace  coke. 

River  Trade  Continues  Steady. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  river  situation.  Prices 
are  steady  at  7@8  cents  a  bushel  for  lump  afloat, 
and  4k2@5k2  cents  a  bushel  for  nut  and'  slack 
When  the  possibility  of  a  great  strike  was  dis¬ 
cussed  among  the  river  dealers  this  week,  they 
seemed  pleased  at  having  such  large  piles  of  coal 
on  their  yards,  and  were  inclined  to  boast  a 
little  in  advance  upon  their  foresight  in  preparing 
for  just  such  an  emergency.  Coal  on  a  coal  man’s 
yard  is  always  an  asset  that  can  be  realized  upon, 
and  sometimes  earns  big  dividends. 

News  Notes  and  I’ersoiiuls. 

J.  J.  Sullivan,  of  the  Stearns  Coal  Co.,  has  gone 
to  New  York  for  a  few  days. 

A  wreck,  caused  by  the  spreading  of  the  rails, 
destroyed  fourteen  cars  of  coal  on  the  Chesapeake 


&  Ohio  railroad  at  Ward  avenue,  Bellevue,  Ky., 
on  1  uesday. 

R.  H.  Lyman,  general  manager  of  the  Island 
Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  spent  part  of  the  week  at 
the  mines. 

The  Marmet  Coal  Co.  has  just  had  its  large 
towing  steamer  Florence  Marmet  on  the  Queen 
City  marine  ways  undergoing  extensive  repairs. 

J.  E.  Davis,  president  of  the  Island  Creek  Coal 
Sales  Co.,  spent  a  day  or  two  here  this  week. 
He  went  from  here  to  the  mines  of  the  company 
at  Logan,  W.  Va. 

P.  A.  Kain,  widely  and  favorably  known  as  a 
first-class  coal  salesman,  has  been  here  for  sev¬ 
eral  days  on  business.  He  is  now  connected  witli 
the  Equitable  Coal  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio. 

William  Brown  and  \\  illiam  E.  Brown  of  the 
Stone-Brown  Coal  Co.,  are  spending  the  sum¬ 
mer  at  Grand  I'racad.a,  Prince  Edward  Island, 
Canada,  with  Alexander  AIcDonald  and  family. 

L.  D.  Warren,  who  has  been  engaged  in  a  trav¬ 
eling  position  for  the  New  River  Coal  Sales  Co., 
with  headquarters  here,  has  been  transferred  to 
the  main  office  of  the  company  at  1  hurmond, 
W.  Va. 

F.  H.  Benedict,  general  sales  agent  of  the 
I  hacker  Co.,  has  not  been  enjoying  good  health 
for  some  time,  but  has  just  returned  from  a  ten 
days  stay  at  Prench  Lick  Springs  feeling  much 
improved.  Mr.  Benedict  says  tnat  tlie  demand 
for  his  genuine  1  hacker  coal  is  consiantly  in¬ 
creasing,  and  that  he  is  closing  up  some  very 
satisfactory  business. 

Capt.  William  Stroube,  master  of  transpor¬ 
tation  of  the  Marmet  Coal  Co.,  has  received  an 
offer,  which  is  practically  from  the  Russian  gov¬ 
ernment,  to  come  to  Russia  and  instruct  the  na¬ 
tive  steamboat  men  as  to  the  .\merican  way  of 
steamboating.  'J  he  offer  carries  with  it  a  salary 
of  $15,000  a  year,  and  Captain  Stroube  is  consid¬ 
ering  the  matter  well  belore  accepting  it.  He  is 
a  practical  steamboat  man. 

Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  board 
of  public  service  of  the  city  of  Cincinnati  until 
12  o’clock  noon  Thursday,  August  third,  lor  fur¬ 
nishing  coal  and  coke  to  the  work-house,  house 
of  refuge,  city  hall  and  city  hospital  in  Cincin¬ 
nati,  the  branch  hospital  on  Lick  Run  Pike,  ami 
the  city  infirmary  at  Hartwell,  for  a  period  of 
one  year.  Bidders  are  required  to  use  the  printed 
forms  furnished  by  the  board  for  the  purpose. 

Andrew  Hickenlooper,  who  recently  resigned  his 
position  as  treasurer  of  the  Cinc.nnati  Gas  Coke. 
Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  is  considering  several  coal 
propositions  that  have  been  made  to  him,  and  it 
IS  more  than  likely  that  he  will  return  to  the  <?oal 
business  before  long.  Mr.  Hickenlooper  made 
many  friends  during  the  comparatively  short  time 
he.  was  engaged  in  the  coal  business,  and  they 
will  all  be  glad  to  see  him  succeed  in  anything  he 
may  undertake. 

J.  O.  McCloskey,  one  of  the  brightest  ami  most 
poiiular  t)f  the  younger  coal  men  of  this  city,  ha-, 
just  been  aiipointed  "Coal  Traffic  Manager"  of 
the  Kentucky  &  Tennessee  railroad,  with  head 
ipiarters  at  15(13-151(1  L'nion  Trust  building,  Cin¬ 
cinnati.  Mr.  McCloskey  is  at  the  head  of  the  eoal 
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(lei)artnK'iit  of  the  Mcarns  Coal  Co.,  which  owns 
Ihi.'  Kentucky  &  rennessee  railroad,  and  winch 
is  rai)idly  developing  into  one  of  the  largest  pro¬ 
ducing  companies  in  the  south.  'The  Stearns  Lum- 
her  Co.,  composed  of  the  same  stockholders,  is 
already  one  of  the  greatest  lumher  companies  in 
the  country. 

V 

The  Missouri  River  Trade. 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  July  27. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.') — 'I'here  has  been  an  improvement  m 
the  coal  trade  of  the  southwest  since  last  week. 
The  equipment  of  the  railroads  is  being  taxed 
to  haul  the  grain  to  market  and  the  indications 
are  that  the  consumption  of  coal  for  transpor¬ 
tation  purposes  this  summer  will  be  greatly  in 
excess  of  that  of  last  year.  The  retail  demand 
for  coal  in  Kansas  City  and  other  Missouri  val¬ 
ley  towns  has  also  improved  gretitly.  Domestic 
consumers  seem  to  realize  that  prices  can  be  no 
lower  and  may  be  higher  later  in  the  season,  and 
they  arc  wisely  putting  in  their  winter  stocks  of 
coal  now.  Unfortunately  for  all  classes  of  dealers, 
it  is  being  sold  at  a  narrovy  margin  of  profit. 
The  demand  for  manufacturing  purposes  is  re¬ 
ported  to  be  fair. 

i  he  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  been  awarded 
the  contract  to  supply  the  Kansas  City  schools 
with  coal  next  year.  The  contract  price  was  " 
seventeen  cents  a  bushel  or  $4.25  a  ton  for  Ar¬ 
kansas  semi-anthracite  and  $2.75  a  ton  for  bi¬ 
tuminous  coal.  The  contract  will  amount  to  about 
$:{'J,00(),  which  is  about  $0,000  less  than  the 
schools  paid  for  coal  last  year.  1  he  lower  prices 
are  attributed  by  the  school  board  to  the  compe¬ 
tition  of  fuel  oil.  * 

The  Producers’  Oil  Co.,  which  proposed  to 
build  a  pipe  line  to  Kansas  City  from  the  Kansas 
oil  fields  and  sell  crude  oil  for  fuel  purposes, 
has  abandoned  the  plan.  The  company  also  pro¬ 
posed  to  build  a  big  refinery  in  Kansas  City  to 
prepare  the  oil  for  fuel  purposes. 

Sante  Fe  Makes  Test  of  Fuel  Oil. 

The  Santa  Fe  railway  made  a  test  of  fuel  oil 
on  one  of  its  engines  near  Sedan,  Kas.,  this  week. 
Officials  of  the  road  say  the  test  was  satisfactory 
and  that  oil  may  be  burned  on  its  locomotives 
instead  of  coal. 

Kansas  City  is  spending  $3,000  for  equipment, 
so  as  to  burn  oil  under  the  boilers  at  the  city 
hall.  The  city  decided  that  with  slack  coal  at 
$1.45  a  ton,  it  would  not  be  profitable  to  burn 
oil  at  the  waterworks.  r-  i  ^ 

E.  S.  Nevius,  president  of  the  Nevius  Coal  Co., 
of  Pittsburg,  Kas.,  has  closed  a  deal  for  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  seventy  acres  of  coal  land  one  mile  west 
of  Pittsburg.  He  also  purchased  the  coal  rights 
under  ten  acres  additional,  adjoining  the  seventy, 
the  surface  of  which  is  owned  by  Jacob  Schirard. 
The  land  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Nevius  from  E. 
W.  Alberty,  of  Pittsburg,  the  consideration  being 
$10,000,  or  about  $140  per  acre. 

William  Lanyon,  who  operates  the  St.  Louis 
smelting  plant  in  Pittsburg,  has  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  coal  land  eight  miles  north  of  Pittsburg 
and  one  mile  west  of  Arma,  and  expects  to  en¬ 
gage  in  coal  operation  to  supply  his  smelter  with 
fuel.  The  price  paid  was  $50  an  acre,  or  $4,000. 
The  land  is  within  one  mile  of  the  Missouri  Pa¬ 
cific’s  coal  branch. 

The  receivers  of  the  Devlin  estate  met  in  Chi¬ 
cago  last  week  and  made  arrangements  to  keep 
the  Devlin  coal  mines  in  Kansas  and  Illinois  in 
operation.  The  pay  roll  of  Devlin’s  Illinois  mines 
is .  about  $10,000  a  week.  The  receivers  think 
they  can  keep  the  mines  running  and  make  a  good 
profit.  The  change  till  next  spring  in  the  date 
of  the  contracts  with  the  miners  will  come  in 
handy  for  the  receivers.  They  inherit  no  labor 
troubles  and  may  go  through  the  winter  without 
any.  What  will  happen  next  spring  is  prob¬ 
lematical.  Federal  courts  do  not  recognize  labor 
unions  and  a  new  contract  with  the  miners  prob¬ 
ably  will  not  be  made. 

Conditions  In  Kansas  Mines. 

Lee  Johnson,  labor  commissioner  of  Kansas, 
has  just  made  a  report  on  the  condition  of 
miners  in  the  Crawford-Cherokce  district  in  that 
state.  He  intimates  that  Kansas  coal  miners  are 
not  getting  rich  very  fast  and  he  could  truthfully 
say  the  same  of  the  operators.  Mr.  Johnson  re¬ 
ports  that  after  deducting  living  and  mine  ex¬ 
penses,  the  miners  in  the  Osage  district  have  a 
surplus  of  $9.00  a  month.  This  average  was  ob¬ 


tained  from  the  reports  of  207  miners,  although 
many  expert  miners  make  from  $100  to  $1.10  a 
month. 

The  average  number  of  days  employed  in  the 
Chcrokce-Crawford  district  was  18.1  per  month 
as  compared  with  12.4  days  in  the  Osage  dis¬ 
trict.  The  average  gross  tons  mined  per  month 
in  the  Cherokee-Crawford  district  was  04.38  as 
compared  to  15.04  tons  per  month  in  Osage, 
while  the  monthly  average  received  for  total 
wages  was  $59.98  in  Cherokee-Crawford  district 
as  compared  with  $28.58  in  Osage,  and  the  total 
average  monthly  mine  expense  to  each  mine 
worker  was  $11.85  in  the  Cherokee-Crawford  dis¬ 
trict  as  compared  to  $8.99  in  the  Osage  district. 
The  average  monthly  cost  of  living  and  other  in¬ 
cidental  expenses  is  $43.09  in  Crawford  and  Cher¬ 
okee  district  and  $27.'86  in  Osage. 

On  wages  and  income  the  report  says:  "'Hie 
prevailing  basis  of  wage  payment  is  by  the 
day,  by  the  month  and  by  the  ton.  'Hie  average 
rate  per  day  is  found  to  be  $2.44,  with  seventeen 
reporling.  For  those  working  by  the  month  the 
average  rate  is  $50.47,  with  seven  reporting,  while 
the  rate  per  ton  is  a  universal  rate  in  the  two 
counties  referred  to,  being  seventy-two  cents  per 
ton.  With  157  reporting  it  is  found  that  the 
average  gross  tonnage  mined  per  month  per  man 
is  04.38  tons,  and  with  161  reporting,  the  average 
amount  received  for  tonnage  was  $48.20  per  month. 
The  average  amount  received  for  entry  work  per 
month  was  $11.81,  with  fifty-six  reporting.  With 
forly-one  reporting  the  average  amount  received 
for  cross  cut  work  was  $5.27  per  month.  'I'he 
average  amount  received  per  month  for  brushing 
was  $13.06,  with  thirty-seven  reporting.  With 
100  reporting  on  the  question  the  average  amount 
received  for  faulty  work  (or  horseback  work) 
was  $5.81  per  month,  while  the  average  total  wages 
per  month  for  all  classes  of  work  was  $59.98, 
with  180  reporting. 

“We  find  the  average  age  to  be  35.6  years. 
One  hundred  and  thirty-nine  are  married  and 
forty-eight  are  single ;  142  are  heads  of  families 
and  forty-four  are  not.  For  the  105  reporting  on 
the  question,  the  average  number  of  days  that 
the  mine  worked  per  month  was  19.1,  while  the 
average  number  of  days  worked  per  month  for 
the  mine  worker  was  18.1  days,  with  175  report¬ 
ing  on  the  question.  The  average  number  of 
days  unemployed  per  month  being  7.9,  with  134 
reporting,  ihe  average  number  of  hours  worked 
during  the  month  is  reported  to  be  148.5,  with 
140  reporting.  It  will  be  remembered,  that  the 
eight-hour  day  prevailed,  and  the  total  number 
of  hours  reported  about  equalize  the  average  num¬ 
ber  of  days  worked  per  month.” 

G.  P.  Kelly,  president  of  the  Champion  Coal 
Co.,  of  Kansas  City,  has  filed  a  complaint  with 
the  attorney  general  of  Missouri  alleging  that 
tfie  Missouri  Pacific  railway  has  discriminated 
against  this  company  and  other  small  operators 
by  giving  annual  railroad  passes  to  the  larger 
operators.  Mr.  Kelly  wants  to  prosecute  the  rail¬ 
road  for  violation  of  the  interstate  commerce  law. 

V 

Pittsburg  Operations. 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,  July  27. —  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Witli  the  bare  exception  of  daily  ship¬ 
ments  to  the  lakes,  the  bituminous  coal  indus¬ 
try  is  virtually  at  a  standstill,  so  far  as  the  min¬ 
ing  end  is  considered.  A  decided  dullness  pre¬ 
vails  throughout  the  district,  and  operators  are 
not  slow  in  saying  so.  Perhaps  the  slump  is 
more  noticeable  at  this  time  of  the  year  than 
during  previous  summer  months  because  the  lake 
trade  is  not  extraordinarily  heavy. 

Though  this  is  the  middle  of  the  lake  season, 
when  -shipments  should  be  at  the  zenith,  the 
mines  of'  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  the  largest 
lake  shippers  hereabouts,  are  not  very  active, 
riie  only  operations  of  the  company  working  be¬ 
tween  Pittsburg  and  McDonald  are  the  Grant 
and  Bell  mines.  Many  of  the  operations  are 
closed  for  repairs,  it  is  said,  but  will  resume  in 

short  time. 

From  all  accounts  the  season  of  1905  will  fall 
beloAv  the  record  attained  in  1904,  so  far  as  lake 
tonnage  is  concerned.  Complaints  of  car  short¬ 
age  are  being  heard  in  numerous  quarters,  and 
the  vessel  owners  are  also  being  blamed  for  the 
failure  to  transport  the  fuel  over  the  lakes  with 
more  dispatch. 

Local  operators  are  greatly  interested  in  the 
statistics  recently  issued  of  the  bituminous  coal 


tonnage  in  this  territory.  They  show  that  the 
New  York  Central  system  is  steadily  gaining 
ground  in  its  haul  from  the  Pennsylvania  field 
via  the  Beech  Creek  extension  road,  which  is 
a  combination  of  several  smaller  roads  in  the 
Clearfield  and  Indiana  county  districts. 

ISeecIi  Creek  Tonnage  Is  Increasing. 

The  Beech  Creek  tonnage  is  about  one-third 
of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  coal  tonnage.  Last 
year  it  was  only  one-fourth,  'fhe  New  York 
Central  system  is  developing  a  new  field  that 
promises  rich  return  in  the  hauls  to  eastern  lake 
markets,  and  it  is  little  wonder  that  the  Buffalo, 
Rochester  &  Pittsburg  and  Buffalo  &  Susquehanna 
are  turning  their  lines  into  the  same  region. 

A  report  reached  Pittsburg  today  to  the  effect 
that  the  rail  lines  between  the  Pennsylvania  and 
VVest  Virginia  coal  fields  are  kept  busy  with 
long  trains  of  cars  of  the  bituminous  product. 
While  more  cars  could  be  used  in  some  places, 
the  report  continues,  the  supply  generally  equals 
the  demand,  as  most  of  the  roads  are  now  re¬ 
ceiving  consignments  of  new  cars  from  their 
1905  orders  to  the  car  companies. 

I’rlces  on  ISItuminous  Some  Firmer. 

While  the  bituminous  trade  in  Pittsburg 
proper  is  stagnant,  prices  are  somewhat  stiffer. 
Kun-of-mine  coal  was  sold  as  low  as  seventy-five 
cents  a  ton  at  the  mines,  but  at  present  is  being 
quoted  at  eighty-live  cents.  In  a  talk  with  John 
H.  Jones,  president  of  the  Pittsburg-Buffalo  Co., 
he  gave  an  optimistic  view  of  the  future.  He 
said:  "Notwithstanding  the  apathy  in  local  coal 
circles,  brighter  days  are  ahead  for  the  trade. 
This  is  the  last  stretch  of  the  slump,  and  as  the 
hot  weather  vanishes  the  demand  for  fuel  will  in¬ 
crease  and  very  rapidly  at  that.  Inquiries  are 
coming  in  which  indicate  a  large  fall  business. 
Our  mines  are  running  to  their  capacity,  and  this 
is  true  in  many  other  instances.  Of  course,  some 
companies  are  experiencing  a  marked  slump,  but 
it  is-  to  be  expected  at  this  season  of  the  year.” 

River  shippers  were  considerably  disappointed 
this  week.  'I'hey  expected  another  rise  in  the 
harbor,  but  it  was  not  forthcoming.  Barges  are 
being  laden  with  the  fuel  preparatory  to  starting 
south  as  soon  as  a  boat  stage  arrives.  But  at 
present  there  is  not  a  sign  of  a  rise. 

V 

The  St.  Louis  Coal  Market. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  July  27. —  {Special  Correspond- 
— A  prominent  operator,  when  asked  by^ 
your  correspondent,  “How’s  the  market?”  re¬ 
plied,  “There  is  no  market.”  In  fact,  the  market 
is  in  the  same  condition  as  last  week  and  in  the 
same  condition  as  it  was  week  before  last.  The 
principal  reason  seems  to  be  that  there  is  no  fixed 
price,  and  again  the  old  one  of  overproduction 
and  a  high  competitive  basis. 

Secondly — 'I'he  large  consumers  are  still  very- 
well  stocked,  owing  to  the  recent  strike  here,  con¬ 
sequently  there  is  no  coal  sought  by  them.  There 
is  every  indication,  however,  of  stiff  advances 
in  certain  grades  of  bituminous  coal  to  occur  in 
the  near  future.  The  range  in  prices  also  re¬ 
mains  practically  the  same  as  last  week,  vis., 
$1.07@1.75  f.  o.  b.  East  St.  Louis. 

The  retail  trade  is  also  in  about  the  same  con¬ 
dition  as  it  was  last  week.  Probably  demand  is 
a  little  worse.  The  main  reason  for  this  seems 
to  be  the  extremely  unsettled  condition  of  peo¬ 
ple  not  owning  their  own  homes  in  the  city.  1  his 
condition  of  affairs  is  mainly  due  to  the  fact 
that  tenants  were  forced  last  year  to  take  almost 
any  old  place  during  the  world’s  fair  season,  but 
the  majority  of  renters  are  now  looking  around 
for  new  homes,  consequently  little  coal  is  being 
ordered.  A  peculiar  feature  of  the  market, 
acknowledging  the  condition  of  unsettledness,  is 
that  there  is  a  marked  increase  in  sales  over  the 
.same  period  last  year. 

There  is  more  anthracite  moving  than  last 
week,  but  that  is  all  that  can  be  said,  as  the 
market  has  not  improved  materially. 

Prices  on  anthracite  remain  stationary  at  $7.95 
for  the  broken  coal  delivered  and  $8.20  for  the 
smaller  sizes,  stove,  egg  and  chestnut,  delivered. 
Local  distributers  say  that  they  are  not  making 
much  of  an  effort  to  dispose  of  bituminous  coal 
to  the  retail  trade,  for  the  simple  reason  that 
there  is  little  or  no  market  for  it.  The  prevail¬ 
ing  soft  coal  prices  are  eleven  cents  per  bushel 
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for  standard,  twelve  cents  for  Staunton  or  Mount 
Olive,  fourteen  cents  for  Trenton  and  fifteen 
cents  for  Carterville  delivered. 

Arkansas  Coals  Are  Active. 

Arkansas  coals  continue  to  be  good  sellers  and 
are  continuing  to  encroach  upon  the  Pennsylvania 
anthracite  market.  Prices  remain  the  same  as 
last  week,  $6.95@'l'-20  per  ton  delivered. 

A  new  semi-anthracite  coal  which  is  mined  in 
the  Arkansas  region  is  being  introduced  by  some 
firms  in  this  city,  who  claim  that  it  is  practically 
the  same  coal  as  Pocahontas  and  New  River 
smokeless.  Whether  this  will  be  a  paying  experi¬ 
ment  remains  to  be  seen,  because  it  is  generally 
understood  that  the  St.  Louis  market  will  not 
support  a  high-grade  coal,  although  the  firms 
who  are  introducing  it  report  good  sales.  This 
coal  is  being  marketed  at  approximately  $6.00  pet 
ton  delivered. 

The  largest  fleet  of  barges  loaded  with  coal 
ever  consigned  to  this  city  arrived  here  during 
the  past  week.  It  consisted  of  sixty  barges, 
carrying  on  an  average  580  tons  of  coal.  It  is 
part  of  a  consignment  of  200  barges  to  the  La¬ 
clede  Gaslight  Co.,  of  this  city. 

Pittsburg  Coal  Arrives  by  Itlver. 

The  coal  comes  from  mines  in  the  Pittsburg 
district.  The  gas  company  uses  this  product  ex¬ 
clusively  in  the  manufacture  of  gas.  The  supply, 
which  is  larger  this  year  than  ever  before,  is  an¬ 
nually  laid  in  in  the  spring. 

The  trip  is  usually  made  in  three  relays  from 
Pittsburg,  the  starting  point.  The  barges  are 
made  up  into  tows  of  from  twenty  to  twenty-five, 
which  start  out  on  each  rise.  They  then  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  where  they  are  broken  up, 
to  be  taken  through  the  canal.  After  passing 
through  they  are  again  taken  in  large  tows  to 
Cairo,  where  they  are  broken  up  again  into  lots  of 
five  or  six  barges  each,  on  account  of  the  strong 
current  of  the  Mississippi,  whence  they  proceed 
to  St.  Louis. 

One  of  the  largest  coal  mine  properties  in  Illi¬ 
nois.  that  of  the  Spaulding  Coal  Co.,  at  Spaulding 
and  Bissell,  has  been  sold  to  the  Standard  Washed 
Coal  Co.,  of  Chicago,  for  the  consideration  of 
$200,000.  Of  the  amount,  $133,000  was  paid  in 
money  and  the  remainder  in  bonds.  The  officers 
of  the  Washed  Co.  are  W.  T.  Delihant,  presi¬ 
dent  ;  Thomas  J.  Hudson,  vice-president,  and 
M.  C.  O’Donnell,  secretary. 

West  Virginia  Mining  Field. 

Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  July  27. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — A  shade  of  improvement  can  be 
noted  over  the  lethargy  that  has  been  prevailing 
in  the  trade.  Shipments  have  materially  in¬ 
creased  the  last  few  days,  particularly  to  the 
lakes,  and  the  improvement  extends  more  or  less 
to  all  mining  sections  of  West  Virginia. 

The  most  distinct  improvement  is  evidenced  in 
the  Kanawha  district,  along  the  line  of  the  Kan¬ 
awha  &  Michigan  railroad,  a  region  that  was 
’  characterized  by  extreme  dullness  for  months. 
All  the  mines  along  this  railroad  are  again  in 
operation,  and  those  that  have  been  working  only 
a  day  or  two  a  week  are  running  steadily.  The 
Kanawha  &  Hocking  Co.’s  mines  appear  to  be  the 
busiest  with  lake  shipments  and  the  officials  look 
forward  confidently  to  a  run  without  interruption 
until  navigation  closes. 

In  this  region  an  extension  is  planned  by  the 
Kanawha  &  Michigan  railroad  up  Gauley  river, 
a  noted  stream  that  empties  into  the  Kanawha, 
along  the  banks  of  which  there  is  much  pros¬ 
pective  tonnage.  The  road  will  follow  the  river 
on  the  north  bank,  according  to  a  survey  just 
made.  The  projected  Imboden  &  Gauley  railroad 
has  surveyed  a  route  along  the  south  bank,  and 
between  the  two  a  new  road  is  a  certainty.  Either 
route  would  contribute  considerable  to  the  coal 
tonnage  of  the  district. 

AVlieellng  and  I.,ake  Erie  Mines  tVorklng. 

The  first  strike  for  many  months  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  or  eastern  Ohio  was  settled  in  the  latter 
district  on  Monday  of  this  week.  It  was  at  the 
Ramsey  mines,  along  the  Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie, 
and  grew  out  of  the  discharge  of  one  of  the  150 
employes.  The  conferences .  leading  up  to  an 
amicable  settlement  were  participated  in  by  Na¬ 
tional  Vice-President  Thos.  L.  Lewis,  District 


President  Werker  and  local  officers  of  the  miners’ 
organization;  Patrick  McBryde,  secretary  of  the 
operators’  association,  and  General  Manager  Roby 
of  the  company. 

There  are  twenty-seven  mines  along  the  Wheel¬ 
ing  &  Lake  Erie  road,  representing  eight  com¬ 
panies,  and  there  is  only  one  idle  now,  that  at 
Long  Run.  Full  time  is  the  rule  in  the  majority 
of  the  mines  along  the  Cleveland,  Lorain  & 
Wheeling,  yet,  as  elsewhere,  the  operators  unite 
in  saying  there  is  no  profit  in  the  business.  This 
district  furnishes  work  to  about  14,01)0  miners. 

Fairmont  coal  has  been  experiencing  some  of 
the  apparent  betterment,  and  this  week  all  the 
cars  on  hand  were  utilized.  If  the  improvement 
keeps  up  until  the  end  of  the  month  the  showing 
over  June  will  be  by  a  large  margin. 

A  highly  important  decision  affecting  injunc¬ 
tions  was  handed  down  at  Clarksburg  a  few  days 
ago  by  Judge  Goff,  of  the  United  States  court, 
in  which  he  reversed  Judge  John  J.  Jackson,  who 
retired  from  the  federal  district  court  in  March. 
The  decision  was  in  the  case  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Consolidated  Coal  Co.,  of  Grafton,  with  mines 
in  Preston  county,  against  Thomas  Haggerty, 
Daniel  Noon  and  others,  and  dated  back  orig¬ 
inally  three  years  ago,  when  the  company  was 
given  a  temporary  injunction  against  the  defend¬ 
ants,  who  were  organizers  for  the  United  Mine 
Workers.  The  case  was  pending  on  the  petition 
to  make  it  permanent. 

Judge  Goff  held  that  the  matter  was  outside 
the  federal  jurisdiction,  because  the  plaintiff  com¬ 
pany  was  a  West  Virginia  corporation  and  be¬ 
cause  all  the  defendants  resided  in  this  state. 
There  were  stockholders  in  the  company,  who 
were  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  and  who  endeav¬ 
ored  to  set  up  this  fact  as  a  legal  basis,  but  this 
contention  was  ruled  out  as  inconsistent.  The 
temporary  injunction  was  accordingly  dissolved 
and  the  defendants  have  filed  petitions  of  damage 
suits  against  the  company  for  false  imprisonment. 
They  had  been  thrown  into  jail  in  alleged  con¬ 
tempt  of  court,  and  with  them  a  refractory  justice 
of  the  peace  and  constable,  who  also  threaten 
damage  suits. 

The  Goff  decision  is  being  heralded  erroneously 
as  upsetting  the  injunction  theory  in  general.  It 
merely  lays  down  the  law  that  a  citizen  company, 
that  is,  one  chartered  in  West  Virginia  and  doing 
business  in  this  state,  can  not  get  a  federal  court 
injunction  against  citizens.  Recourse  for  the  in¬ 
junction  under  such  circumstances  must  be  had 
through  the  state  courts.  Judge  Goff  has  sus¬ 
tained  other  injunctions  granted  by  Judge  Jack- 
son,  but  he  turned  this  one  down  because  there 
was  no  non-resident  phase  to  it. 

Rules  Against  Standard  Oil  Company. 

Chief  Mine  Inspector  Paul  has  rejected  the 
oil  offered  for  sale  by  the  Atlantic  Refining  Co., 
a  Standard  Oil  auxiliary,  because  he  claims  it 
did  not  come  up  to  the  required  test.  It  gave 
forth  too  much  smoke,  he  asserts,  a  fault  that 
threatened  to  make  the  mines  cloudy  and  injure 
the  health  of  the  miners  because  it  increased  the 
natural  impurities  of  the  mine  air.  Mr.  Paul 
believes  that  the  selling  companies  and  also  the 
miners  adulterate  the  oil  to  save  money.  He  will 
insist  on  a  specific  gravity  of  over  twenty-four 
degrees.  The  oil  is  used  by  the  miners  in  their 
torches,  and  Mr.  Paul’s  verdict  was  given  at  a 
recent  official  test. 

A  minimum  value  of  $100  has  been  fixed  on  coal 
leases  by  the  state  taxing  authorities.  Several 
companies  have  adjusted  their  valuations  with 
the  authorities  in  accordance  with  the  new  laws 
and  have  abandoned  their  intention  to  appeal 
to  the  United  States  supreme  court. 

Water  several  weeks  ago  flooded  the  Bu.xton 
mine  of  the  Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  and  new  ' 
pumps  were  necessary  and  have  been  installed. 
This  company’s  tipple  at  Junior  was  burned  a 
few  nights  ago,  with  a  loss  of  $5,000,  so  the 
company  is  having  some  hard  luck. 

The  Cumberland  and  Piedmont  Co.’s  mines  have 
resumed  after  a  three  months’  shutdown.  They 
are  in  the  Georges  creek  region. 

V 

Pacific  Coast  Trade. 

San  Francisco,  July  24. — {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Since  the  departure  of  the  stcamslrp 
Ventura  there  has  been  but  one  arrival  of  Aus¬ 
tralian  coal,  viz.:  Loudon  Hill,  2,265  tons.  Ihe 
loading  list  of  coal  carriers  from  Newcastle.  N. 
S.  W.,  foots  up  twenty- one  vessels,  with  a  car¬ 


rying  capacity  of  about  60,000  tons.  No  new 
freight  engagements  are  being  made,  although 
very  fair  offers  are  being  made,  but  ship  owncr.s 
evidently  are  not  attracted  to  San  Francisco  as 
a  profitable  port  to  order  their  ships  to.  The 
outlook  for  future  grain  charters  this  year  is 
very  discouraging.  The  unsettled  condition  at 
present  existing  of  wage  conditions  in  British 
Columbia  and  Newcastle,  N.  S.  W.,  would,  under 
ordinary  circumstances,  have  created  a  marked 
advance  in  the  local  prices  of  coal  here,  whereas 
no  change  is  apparent.  This  is  very  strong  evi¬ 
dence  that  there  is  ample  fuel  on  hand  for  all 
our  requirements,  and  that  the  quantity  required 
for  our  uses  is  becoming  annually  less.  The  sales 
of  coal  for  domestic  use  for  the  months  of  July. 
August  and  September  always  become  materially 
diminished,  as  spring  weather  then  prevails. 
There  is  a  bounteous  supply  of  fuel  oil  being 
daily  delivered,  with  an  ample  reserve  of  same 
to  draw  from,  as  productive  wells  are  being 
opened  all  through  the  oil  sections.  The  oil  is 
delivered  at  about  the  same  price,  and  contracts 
are  being  offered  extending  over  a  long  period 
at  unchang'd  values. 

Standard  Washed  Coal  Co. 
Opens  ^ew  Department. 

rhe  Standard  Washed  Coal  Co.  has  recently 
bought  out,  and  now  owns  and  operates  the 
Spaulding  and  Clear  Lake  mines  in  the  Spring- 
field  district,  formerly  owned  by  the  Spaulding 
Coal  Co.  They  have  the  entire  output  of  the 
Carterville  &  Herrin  Coal  Co.’s  mine  at  Herrin, 
Ill.,  where  “Old  Reliable’’  Carterville  coal  is  pro¬ 
duced.  They  have  also  been  appointed  exclusive 
selling  agents  for  the  Minonk  coal  mines,  lo¬ 
cated  at  Minonk,  111.,  Northern  Illinois  third  vein 
coal,  and  also  have  been  appointed  exclusive  sales 
agents  for  Chicago  and  the  northwest  for  the 
Marmet  Coal  Co.,  thereby  enabling  them  to  offer 
Cedar  Grove,  Marmet  and  Winifrede  Splint  coals. 

They  are,  also,  heavy  shippers  of  all  grades  of 
washed  coals  and  have  direct  connections  on 
Lower  Vein  Brazil  (Ind.)  Block  coal.  Hocking 
valley  and  Smokeless  coals. 

The  Standard  Washed  Coal  Co.  formerly  was 
almost  entirely  identified  with  the  Chicago  retail 
business,  but  it  has  now  established  a  car  sales 
department,  whereby  it  will  be  enabled  to  handle 
a  large  volume  of  business  in  carload  lots  for 
the  city  and  country  trade.  In  view  of  the  ex¬ 
cellent  connections  which  the  company  has,  it 
bids  fair  to  be  a  prominent  factor  in  the  whole¬ 
sale  trade  from  now  on. 

The  officers  of  the  company  are  W.  T.  Delihant, 
president;  T.  J.  Hudson  Jr.,  vice-president;  M. 
C.  O’Donnell,  secretary;  Albert  Tebo,  treasurer, 
and  E.  W.  McCullough,  formerly  president  of 
the  Spaulding  Coal  Co.,  is  now  connected  with 
the  Standard  Washed  Coal  Co.,  and  is  in  charge 
of  the  car  sales  department. 

V 

Woes  of  the  Pjstailer. 

Mr.  Koal — “Can  we  fill  your  coal  bin,  Mrs. 
Brown?” 

Mrs.  Brown — “Well,  I  do  not  want  it  filled 
Monday,  for  we  wash  then.  Tuesday  we  iron. 
Friday  sweep  and  Saturday  bake.  1  presume 
you  could  fill  it  on  Thursday,  but  it  will  make 
too  much  noise,  as  in  the  afternoon  I  must  have 
a  long  nap  if  I  expect  to  keep  awake  at  the 
prayer  meeting.  What  day  can  you  fill  it  best, 
Mr.  Koal?” 


Professor  Kxaiuliiing:  oiild  -  lx  -  rrli  1  tort. 

“Where  should  the  window  for  a  cellar  coal  bin 
be  placed?” 

Answer — “I  would  locate  it  as  far  from  the 
street  as  possible.” 

Professor — “Correct.  That  is  the  way  wc  all 
(lo,  and  it  must,  therefore,  be  right.” 

“What  shape  would  you  advise  a  bin  to  be 
built?” 

“.Mways  as  long  and  narrow  as  you  can,  and 
mix  it  up  well  with  all  the  gas  and  water  i)ipcs 
you  can.  This  will  make  estra  trimming  necv--- 
sary  and  test  the  dealer’s  re  igion.” 

Marked  100. 

E.  V.  SiDELI., 
Poughkeepsie,  N .  Y. 
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Western  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


J.  \V.  Lovvi',  01(1  Ccjlony  building,  Chicago,  is 
at  Dcs  .Moines,  Iowa,  this  week  on  a  hiisiness 
trip. 

I-.  Jewett,  of  the  Jewett,  Ihgelow  &  lirooks 
Co.,  khsher  huilding,  went  to  Detroit  the  middle 
of  the  week  on  a  hiisincss  trip. 

11.  C.  Oehterheek,  of  the  De  Camp  h'liel  Co., 
St.  I.onis,  .Mo.,  was  in  Chicago  the  early  part 
of  the  week  on  a  Imsiness  trip. 

J.  h'itzgihhons,  a  leading  johher  and  retailer  of 
coal  at  Siou.x  h'alls.  S.  1).,  was  in  Chicago  dur¬ 
ing  the  week  on  a  business  trip. 

A.  J.  iMoorshead,  general  manager  of  the  Madi¬ 
son  Coal  Co..  St.  Louis,  iMo.,  was  in  Chicago 
during  the  week  on  a  business  trip. 

J.  P.  Walsh,  general  manager  of  sales  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  was  in  Chicago  the  early 
part  of  tile  week  on  a  business  trij). 

1C  L.  Booth,  second  vice-president  of  the  North 
Western  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  huilding.  Chicago,  left 
Wednesday  on  a  business  trip  to  New  York  and 
the  east. 

F.  I..  Jones,  of  J[.  Howard  Jones  &  Sons,  Ply¬ 
mouth  huilding,  Chicago,  has  returned  from  a 
husiness  trip  to  the  Pittsburg  and  Connellsville 
districts. 

W.  S.  Bogle,  ])resident  of  the  Crescent  Coal  & 
Mining  Co.  and  the  Consolidated  Arkansas  An¬ 
thracite  Coal  Co.,  is  in  New  York  this  week  on 
a  husiness  trip. 

Henry  Holvcrscheid,  First  National  Bank  build¬ 
ing,  Chicago,  accompanied  by  his  family,  is  at 
the  Cove,  Sturgeon  Bay,  Wis.,  this  week,  on  his 
annual  fishing  and  vacation  trip. 

The  Johnston  City  Coal  Co.,  formerly  located 
in  the  Ellsworth  huilding,  Chicago,  has  removed 
to  the  Old  Colony  huilding  and  is  now  located  in 
suite  ■)<.)().  where  it  has  much  more  convenient  and 
centrally  located  offices. 

Donald  A.  Sage,  of  Sage  &  Co.,  Ellsw^orth 
huilding,  Chicago,  accompanied  hy  .Mrs.  Sage, 
left  the  early  part  of  the  week  for  Ceorgian  Bay, 
where  they  will  spend  the  next  thirty  days  in 
recreation  and  pleasure. 

The  main  office  of  the  Pioneer  Fuel  Co.,  45 
South  Fourth  street,  Minneapolis,  was  recently 
damaged  hy  fire,  hut  is  now  being  remodeled, 
and  when  completed  will  he  one  of  the  finest 
coal  offices  in  the  northwest. 

John  Hyland,  with  Schultz  Bros.  &  Benedict, 
wholesale  lumber.  Old  Colony  huilding,  Chicago, 
is  calling  on  the  trade  again  after  an  absence  of 
several  weeks,  which  he  spent  in  the  Michael 
Reese  hospital  undergoing  an  operation,  which 
was  successful  in  every  respect. 

It  is  reported  from  Minneapolis  that  large 
huilding  owners  and  consumers  of  steam  coals 
are  preparing  to  organize  a  clearing  house  of  in¬ 
formation  with  reference  to  the  (luality  of  coal 
which  they  are  receiving,  weights  of  the  loads 
delivered  and  other  matters  of  vital  interest  to 
them. 

Fred  Gardner,  vice-president,  and  Leslie  Mul¬ 
len,  general  manager  of  sales  of  the  New  Ohio 
Washed  Coal  Co.,  Great  Northern  building.  Chi¬ 
cago,  will  leave  tomorrow  for  Carterville,  where 
they  will  visit  the  mines  of  the  company,  spend¬ 
ing  a  day  in  St.  Louis  on  business  before  their 
return  to  Chicago. 

Frank  J.  IMsta,  of  the  Chicago  &  Wellstoii 
Coal  Co.,  Clark  and  Twelfth  streets,  Chicago, 
has  organized  a  ball  team,  to  be  known  as  the 
Wellstons,  and  he  will  be  pleased^  to  arrange 
games  with  the  teams  of  any  coal  firms  in  Chi¬ 
cago  and  MiUvaukee.  Rockford,  Id.,  coal  men 
will  please  take  notice. 

William  S.  Harman  has  purchased  the  stock 
of  I  homas  W.  Gilmore  in  the  Gilmore  &  Easterly 
Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  the  new  ar¬ 
rangement  going  into  effect  on  August  first.  It 
is  the  intention  to  consolidate  the  business  of 
both  under  one  management  in  the  near  future. 
11.  C.  Easterly  continues  with  the  company,  and 
at  present  it  is  the  intention  to  retain  the  old 
name  of  the  company.  Mr.  Gilmore’s  plans  for 


the  future  are  of  an  indefinite  nature.  He  ex¬ 
pects  to  take  a  vacation  for  a  few  weeks  and 
later  may  make  a  trip  to  Idaho  to  inspect  some 
mining  claims  in  which  he  and  .Mr.  Easterly  are 
interested. 

W.  A.  Dalton,  coal  and  coke  manager  of  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad,  Chicago,  will  leave 
Sunday  night  on  his  annual  vacation  to  the  Fair¬ 
mont  eoal  region,  where  he  will  S])eiid  the  next 
ten  days  investigating  the  leading  coal  mines  and 
getting  an  idea  of  conditions  i)ertaining  to  the 
oi)eration  of  these  ])roperties.  The  trip  is  [turely 
one  for  the  i)ur))ose  of  getting  closer  in  touch 
with  mining  conditions. 

Col.  T.  N.  Mordue,  resident  manager  of  Cast- 
ner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Old  Colony  huilding,  Chi¬ 
cago,  is  on  the  road  most  of  these  days  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  extensive  husiness  of  the  com- 
irany.  He  returned  Sunday  morning  from  an 
eastern  tri]),  stayed  in  Chicago  a  couple  of  days 
and  tlien  left  for  Detroit  and  Cleveland,  where 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  the  week. 

Reports  from  Milwaukee  indicate  that  the  coal 
tonnage  arriving  there  this  month  will  break  all 
previous  records.  Since  the  middle  of  July  the 
average  receipts  of  anthracite  and  bituminous 
coal  have  beeti  about  15,000  tons  daily,  and  some 
particularly  large  cargoes  have  been  received 
which  have  helped  to  swell  the  totals  materially. 
On  two  days  recently  the  total  receipts  were  35,- 
OOO  tons. 

J.  A.  Johnson,  president  of  the  Keystone  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  Omaha,  Neh.,  and  also  the  owner  of 
the  Johnson  Transfer  Co.,  of  that  city,  was  in 
Chicago  this  week  on  business  in  connection  with 
his  coal  interests.  Mr.  Johnson  is  a  man  of  con¬ 
siderable  push  and  energy,  and  has  been  very 
successful  in  all  his  business  enterprises  in 
Omaha. 

W.  F.  Dunk,  with  the  R.  B.  Whitsett  Coal  & 
Mining  Co.,  Ellsworth  building,  Chicago,  has  re- 
turne(j  from  a  vacation  trip  to  Canada,  during 
which  he  visited  Toronto.  Stratford,  Peterboro, 
Belleville  and  other  important  centers.  He  re¬ 
ports  that  crop  conditions  were  never  better  in 
the  Dominion  than  they  are  this  year,  and  that 
the  prospects  favor  the  highest  degree  of  pros¬ 
perity  following  harvest. 

Reports  from  Cleveland  indicate  that  coal  is 
coming  forward  more  freely  from  the  mines  and 
there  is  a  much  better  demand  for  vessel  tonnage 
than  at  any  previous  time  the  present  year.  Large 
cargoes  are  very  plentiful  and  the  supply  of  large 
vessels  is  not  always  up  to  the  requirements. 
Rates  are  said  to  hold  steady  all  around  on  this 
class  of  charters,  and  vessel  masters  anticipate 
there  will  be  much  more  activity  from  this  time 
forward  than  there  was  previously  during  the 
season. 

The  Central  Illinois  railway,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $50,000,  which  is  considered  merely  nominal, 
has  been  incorporated  at  Springfield,  111.  Incor¬ 
porators  were  prominent  attorneys  of  Chicago, 
but  it  is  believed  that  F.  S.  Peabody,  president 
of  the  Peabody  Coal  Co.,  is  back  of  the  enter¬ 
prise.  The  company  will  build  a  railroad  from 
Roodhouse,  in  Greene  county,  to  Paris,  in  Edgar 
county,  nearly  across  the  central  part  of  the 
state  from  east  to  west,  tapping  many  important 
'  coal  fields  along  the  right  of  way. 

It  is  reported  from  the  head  of  the  lakes  that 
coal  stocks  on  the  docks  amount  to  considerably 
more  than  1,000,000  tons  at  this  time.  While 
this  does  not  represent  the  total  storage  capacity 
of  the  (locks  at  Superior  and  Wisconsin,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  repairs  and  improvements  are  be¬ 
ing  macle  at  three  of  the  largest  do(:ks,  they  can 
not  receive  coal  until  later.  Following  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  these  improvements  it  is  expected  that 
movement  to  those  points  will  show  a  material 
increase. 

Secretary  G.  H.  Reeves,  of  the  Northwestern 
Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  Minneapolis, 
Minn.,  was  in  Chicago  the  middle  of  the  week  and 
arranged  for  a  conference  with  the  leading  whole¬ 
sale  shippers  of  coal  at  this  point,  which  occurred 
yesterday  forenoon  at  the  Great  Northern  hotel. 
Secretary  Reeves  has  eliminated  most  of  the 
irregular  shipments  to  his  territory,  but  planned 


the  conference  that  the  shipping  and  retail  in- 
tere-ts  might  he  brought  into  stiil  closer  harmony 
in  looking  out  for  each  other’s  interests. 

On  July  fifteenth  the  retail  coal  and  wood  deal¬ 
ers  of  Minneapolis  held  a  conference  with  the 
d(jck  companies  and  shipping  interests  in  that 
territory,  asking  that  restaurants  and  small  con¬ 
sumers  not  requiring  the  delivery  of  more  than 
fifteen  tons  of  coal  at  any  one  time  for  storage 
purposes  or  consumption  he  placed  on  a  retail 
basis.  These  consumers  have  been  buying  in 
wholc-^ale  lots  and  the  retailers  believe  that  the 
trade  properly  belongs  to  them.  The  matter  was 
taken  under  advisement,  hut  it  is  believed  the 
request  of  the  retailers  will  be  granted.  ^ 

Recently  the  bursting  of  a  large  fly  wheel  in  the 
plant  of  the  Maryland  Steel  Rail  Co.,  Cumberland, 

.Md.,  injured  seven  employes  and  wrecked  the 
plant,  bringing  operations  to  a  standstill.  The  ■; 
company  has  leased  the  Schonthal  plant,  nearby, 
and  will  resume  operations  on  August  first,  which 
will  result  in  all  orders  being  filled  almost  as 
promptly  as  thev  would  if  the  accident  had  not 
occurred.  This  company  is  represented  in  the 
west  by  Ira  E.  Stevens,  "the  machinery  man,” 

Old  Colony  building,  who  is  prepared  to  accept 
orders  for  delivery  after  the  first  of  the  month. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the 
Mid-State  Wholesale  and  Retail  Coal  Dealers’ 
As.sociation,  held  in  Kansas  City,  H.  Nesbit,  of 
Atchison,  was  chosen  as  secretary,  to  take  the  ‘ 
place  of  W.  W.  Clelland,  of  Lawrence,  w'ho  has 
been  serving  temporarily.  Mr.  Nesbit  is  an  ex¬ 
perienced  coal  man,  having  served  for  several 
years  on  the  road  as  traveling  salesman  for  large  J| 
coal  producing  companies.  With  his  wide  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  coal  business  and  deep  interest  in  the  I 

association  cause  it  is  believed  he  will  make  a  ^ 

good  secretary  and  one  that  will  increase  the  ■ 

membership  and  interest  in  this  organization.  < 

W.  A.  Rosenfield,  receiver  of  the  Marquette 
Third-Vein  Coal  Co.,  has  issued  the  following 
notice  to  the  trade;  "The  appointment  of  the 
undersigned  as  receiver  of  the  Marquette  Third-  , 

Vein  Coal  Co.  will  effect  no  hardship  on  our  / 

dealers.  The  mines  have  resumed  operations, 
and  we  are  able  to  care  for  our  trade  in  the  ^ 
same  manner  as  heretofore.  The  physical  prop¬ 
erties  are  the  equal  of  any  in  the  country,  and 
it  will  be  the  aim  of  the  receiver  to  continue  the  ^ 

policy  of  the  companv  along  the  most  approved  * 

lines.  Bespeaking  a  continuance  of  your  valued  ^ 

orders,  which  will  have  the  most  careful  attention, 
we  remain.”  4 

Secretary  R.  E.  Harris,  of  the  Iowa  and  Ne-  , 
hraska  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  is  pre¬ 
paring  a  Coal  Shippers’  Guide,  which  will  be  t 

issued  semi-annually,  giving,  a  complete  list  of  %,■ 

all  coal  buyers  in  the  two  states,  including  deal-  V 

ers  in  towns  where  the  association  has  members.  *■ 

This  guide  will  be  sold  to  shippers  of  coal  at  >_ 

$10.00  per  annum.  A  monthly  correction  sheet  « 

will  be  issued,  which  will  give  changes  that  have  f 

occurred  in  the  trade.  The  first  number  of  the  t 

guide  will  be  published  on  August  fifteenth  and  * 

is  now  in  press.  The  money  realized  from  the  % 

sale  of  this  publication  will  be  utilized  in  the 
work  of  the  association. 

W’.  C.  Sheppard  Jr.,  superintendent  of  the  Col¬ 
fax  Consolidated  Coal  Co.,  Colfa.x,  Iowa,  w-as  in 
Chicago  the  early  part  of  the  week  on  a  business 
tri]),  and  in  an  interview  reported  that  his  com¬ 
pany  was  opening  several  new  mines  in  the  Col¬ 
fax  field.  The  company  has  two  mines  in  opera¬ 
tion,  which  are  producing  about  1,500  tons  of  coal 
daily,  and  is  opening  a  third  about  a  mile  south 
of  its  No.  7  mine,  which  will  have  a  capacity  of 
1.500  tons  when  if  is  producing.  The  entries  are 
being  driven  and  the  rooms  turned  in  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  a  large  production  as  soon  as  the  top 
works  are  in  readiness.  Thi.s  mine  will  be 
equipped  throughout  with  modern  machinery  and 
will  be  one  of  the  best  in  the  state  of  Iowa.  Ow¬ 
ing  to  the  fact  that  entry  work  has  been  done  i 
during  the  past  year  and  preparations  have  been 
made  underground  for  rapid  development,  it  will 
early  be  developed  to  a  point  where  it  is  a  large 
proilucer.  This  new  property  will  make  the 
Colfax  Consolidated  Coal  Co.  one  of  the  leading 
producing  companies  in  the  Iowa  field. 
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Henry  Hafer  Buys  Coal  Business. 


On  August  first  the  wholesale  and  retail  coal 
firm  of  Harder  &  Hafer.  Chicago,  will  be  dis¬ 
solved  and  the  new  corporation  of  Henry  Hafer 
&  Son  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  will  take  over  the  busi¬ 
ness,  conducting  it  in  the  future.  The  dissolu¬ 
tion  of  Harder  &  Hafer  occurs  ofter  a  business 
partnership  of  thirty-eight  years,  during  which 
time  there  has  never  been  a  business  quarrel  be¬ 
tween  them  nor  a  cross  word.  They  have  pros¬ 
pered  together  during  the  nearly  two-score  years  in 
which  they  were  engaged  in  business,  starting  with 
a  small  wood  yard  in  1867.  until  at  this  time  they 
have  an  enormous  wholesale  and  retail  business, 
approximating  closely  to  half  a  million  tons  of 
coal  annually.  The  dissolution  is  friendly  in 
every  way.  C.  C.  Harder,  the  senior  member  of 
tbe  firm,  will  probably  retire  from  business.  Henry 
Hafer,  the  other  member  of  the  firm,  has  pur¬ 
chased  the  yards,  good  will,  teams  and  all  the 
assets  of  the  firm,  and  will  continue  the  business, 
taking  into  the  new  company  his  son,  Harry  P.  E. 


Hafer,  who  will  be  associated  with  lum  in  con¬ 
ducting  it. 

New  Company  Succeeds  Old  Firm. 

The  new  company  of  Hpnry  Hafer  &  Son  Coal 
&  Mining  Co.  will  take  over  and  operate  the  ex¬ 
tensive  rail  and  storage  yard  of  Harder  &  Hafer 
at  Twenty-fourth  street  and  Stewart  avenue,  all 
the  wagons  and  other  appliances,  will  continue 
the  business  according  to  the  same  policy  that 
has  been  pursued,  pay  all  the  liabilities  of_  the 
firm  and  receive  all  moneys  due  it.  Without 
an  interruption  of  a  single  day  the  business  will 
be  continued  as  it  has  been  in  the  past,  the  only 
change  being  in  the  name  under  which  it  has 
been  conducted.  The  capitalization  of  the  new 
company  has  not  yet  been  definitely  decided  upon, 
but  the  financial  status  of  IMr.  Hafer  is  so  well 
known,  and  his  honesty  is  so  proverbial,  that  it 
is  assured  from  the  outset  that  it  will  occupy  a 
position  second  to  none  in  the  Chicago  coal  trade. 
The  new  company  will  have  direct  connections 
with  mines  in  Indiana  and  Illinois,  and  will 
handle  the  product  of  the  Sullivan  county,  Ind., 
mines,  which  Harder  &  Hafer  formerly  owned, 
at  both  wholesale  and  retail.  While  the  com¬ 
pany  has  always  done  a  large  business  in  coal 
in  car  lots  at  wholesale,  a  .large  proportion  of 
its  trade  has  been  in  connection  with  supplying 
the  steam  business  of  Chicago.  The  latter  will 


be  given  the  same  attention  as  formerly,  and  it 
is  expected,  by  pursuing  the  policies  as  in  the 
past,  the  volume  of  business  will  be  increased. 

Firm  In  Business  for  Thlrty-elglit  Years. 

The  firm  of  Harder  &  Hafer  has  a  historic 
interest  to  every  one  who  has  follcnvcd  the  coal 
trade  of  Chicago.  Formed  in  1867,  it  is  doubtful 
if  there  are  any  copartnerships  in  any  line  of 
business  which  have  continued  so  long  and  so 
successfully.  The  first  business  in  which  the 
firm  engaged  was  in  the  retail  wood  trade.  At 
that  time  wood  was  used  almost  wholly  as  a 
fuel  in  Chicago,  the  supply  being  large.  Coal 
was  looked  upon  as  a  luxury  and  was  brought 
in  entirely  from  the  east  by  lake.  The  firm  pros 
pered,  and  within  a  few  years  had  opened  a  num¬ 
ber  of  retail  yards,  one  on  the  north  side  and 
one  on  the  south  side.  As  the  supply  of  wood 
for  fuel  diminished.  Harder  &  Hafer  gradually 


drifted  into  the  coal  business,  and  in  the  early 
seventies  opened  a  dock  on  the  south  branch  of 
the  Chicago  river,  where  they  received  lake  coal 
and  conducted  a  general  retail  business.  This 
dock  yard  was  disposed  of  in  1877,  and  they  then 
opened  up  a  new  yard  on  Archer  avenue,  which 
they  continued  for  a  numher  of  years.  The  pres¬ 
ent  yard  on  Twenty-fourth  and  Stewart  avenue 
comprises  a  large  acreage  and  has  splendid  rail¬ 
road  facilities  for  unloading  and  storing  coal  and 
for  reloading  car  lots  for  shipment. 

Were  Also  Miners  of  Coal. 

Harder  &  Hafer  engaged  in  mining  operations 
twenty-three  years  ago,  being  among  the  pioneer 
operators  of  the  Sullivan  county  (Ind.)  field.  I'he 
first  mine  which  they  opened  was  at  Alum  Cave, 
Ind.,  the  operating  company  being  known  as  the 
New  Pittsburg  Coal  &  Coke  (To.  'I'bis  mine 
was  developed  until  it  bad  a  capacity  of  7.')0  tons 
daily,  which  was  considered  a  large  tonnage  in 
those  early  days.  Eighteen  years  ago  they 
opened  the  Jackson  Hill  mine,  and  have  developed 
a  number  of  leading  coal  properties  in  Indiana 
since  that  time,  being  considered  among  the 
leading  operators  in  that  field. 

The  Henry  Hafer  &  Son  Coal  &  Mining  Co. 
starts  out  in  business  under  the  most  favorable 
of  conditions.  It  has  direct  mine  connections, 
which  will  enable  it  to  supply  coal  on  a  competi¬ 


tive  basis  at  all  times;  a  splendid  organization 
for  the  conduct  of  a  wholesale  and  retail  busi 
ness  which  has  stood  the  test  of  thirty  eight 
years;  a  large  A-lientage  of  customers,  including 
car-lot  buyers,  steam  users  and  domestic  trade, 
and.  above  all,  a  splendid  record  in  the  past, 
which  has  been  earned  through  honesty  and  the 
careful  conduct  of  business  along  right  lines.  It- 
predecessors  have  always  been  prominent  factors 
in  the  Chicago  trade,  which  means  that  the  new 
company  will  inherit  their  position.  In  addition, 
with  the  si)len<lid  facilities  at  hand  it  will  grow 
to  still  larger  proportions  and  greater  inllnence. 
The  new  firm  is  entitled  to  many  congratulation', 
in  which  The  I’l.vck  Diamo.nu  wishes  most 
heartily  to  join. 

V 

Coal  Development  at  Page. 

President  W.  N.  Page  of  the  Loup  Creek  Col¬ 
liery  Co.  on  the  line  of  the  Deepwater  railway, 
has  appointed  the  Smokeless  Fuel  Co.  as  his 
exclusive  agents. 

The  developments  at  Page,  ■  VV.  Va.,  are  now 
well  under  way,  there  being  fourteen  separate 
openings  in  the  two  seams  worked  at  that  point. 
It  is  expected  to  have  the  output  up  to  IS, 000  tons 
per  day  within  a  few  months.  'I'he  .■<07  bee-hive 
coke  ovens  at  Pao'e  are  models  of  skilled  engi¬ 
neering  and  construction,  and  will  be  gradually 
put  in  blast  in  blocks  of  fifty  beginning  this  week. 
The  coke  will,  both  chemically  and  physically,  be 
similar  to  the  celebrated  "Gauley  Mountain,”  also 
manufactured  by  Major  Page  from  the  same  coal 
seams  at  Ansted,  W.  Va.  The  chemical  purity  of 
“Gauley  Mountain”  coke,  combined  with  its  firm 
structure,  has  for  many  years  made  it  a  prime 
favorite  with  the  foundry  trade,  and  now  that  the 
production  is  to  be  greatly  increased  many  who, 
heretofore  on  account  of  short  supply  were  un¬ 
able  to  obtain  it  will  have  an  opportunity. 

The  coal,  located  between  the  Kanawha  and 
New  River  regions  is  of  remarkable  purity,  and 
great  value  as  a  steam  producer.  It  is  somewhat 
higher  in  volatile  than  New  River,  and  as  a  loco¬ 
motive  fuel  has  demonstrated  its  quality.  It  will 
be  known  commercially  as  “Page  Steam  Coal.” 
That  the  marked  value  of  the  product  of  this 
great  development  on  the  Deepwater  railway  will 
be  felt  in  the  market  is  beyond  a  question. 

V 

Important  JInthracite  Deal. 

One  of  the  most  important  anthracite  coal 
deals  made  in  recent  years  by  an  individual  com¬ 
pany  was  the  purchase  very  recently  of  the  Kehley 
Run  colliery  of  the  Thomas  Coal  Co.  by  Madeira. 
Hill  &  Co.  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia.  'I'he 
property  was  formerly  controlled  by  Philadel¬ 
phia  capitalists  and  is  located  at  Shenandoah,  in 
what  is  known  as  the  Shenandoah  region,  on  the 
Girard  estate  lands.  The  colliery  has  a  capacity 
of  600  tons  of  coal  daily,  which  is  of  high  quality 
and  is  generally  considered  as  the  standard  in 
that  field.  A  new  company  will  be  chartered 
under  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania  to  be  known  as 
the  Thomas  Colliery  Co.  The  breaker  will  be 
at  once  enlarged  to  a  capacity  of  1,000  tons  daily, 
giving  employment  to  about  500  men  and  boys. 
D.  H.  Levan,  formerly  assistant  to  S.  1).  W'arri- 
ner,  general  superintendent  of  the  Lehigh  \'allcy 
Coal  Co.,  and  more  recently  with  the  Van  W'ickle 
Coal  Co.,  has  been  appointed  superintendent  of 
the  mine.  While  the  colliery  has  been  in  oper¬ 
ation  for  some  time,  there  still  remains  a  large 
amount  of  tonnage,  which  will  give  the  new  com¬ 
pany  many  years  of  mining,  and  it  is  to  be 
congratulated  in  securing  so  valuable  a  property 
in  these  times  when  so  few  operations  are  avail 
able  to  buyers.  The  securing  of  this  tonnage 
will  also  materially  assist  in  developing  the  com¬ 
pany's  anthracite  trade  and  act  as  an  incentive  to 
increase  this  department  of  its  business,  being 
an  important  addition  to  the  list  of  collieries  it 
now  controls. 

V 

The  British  bark  Cedar  Craft,  Captain  Cor¬ 
bett,  which  sailed  on  Thursday  of  last  week  from 
Philadelphia  for  Santiago,  Cuba,  with  l,.'i28  t'liis 
of  coal,  it  is  said,  will  have  made  its  last  trip. 
It  is  to  remain  permanently  at  Santiago  and 
it  is  understood  will  be  dismasteil  and  used  for 
storage  purposes. 


HENRY  HAFER,  WHO  SUCCEEDS  TO  BUSINESS  OF 
HARDER  &  HAFER,  ENGAGED  IN  THE  CHICAGO 
COAL  TRADE  CONTINUOUSLY  FOR  THIR¬ 
TY  EIGHT  YEARS. 
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Cheer  up,  brother  coal  man!  It  probably  is  not  as  bad  as  it  seems  at 
this  writing. 

Only  thirty-three  more  day.s  till  autumn.  In  the  midst  of  September. 
Mr.  Coal  Man,  you  will  forget  all  about  the  depression  of  July.  Just  think  of 
this  for  a  moment,  imbibe  a  cool  lemonade,  and  perhaps  you  will  cheer  up. 

The  Sanctity  of  Coal  Contracts. 

Recent  developments  in  connection  with  the  coal  trade  have  rehabili¬ 
tated  the  coal  contract  and  have  given  it  a  position  which  it  formerly  did 
not  occupy.  At  one  time  the  coal  contract  entered  into  between  the  buyer 
and  the  seller  had  no  standing.  It  was  merely  an  agreement  to  take  on 
so  much  coal  on  the  part  of  the  buyer  which  the  seller  agreed  to  furnish. 
At  the  option  of  either  side  the  arrangement  was  terminated  without  regard 
to  the  expressed  obligation  on  the  part  of  cither.  As  a  rule,  when  a  con¬ 
tract  was  made  it  was  more  often  violated  than  observed,  and  the  elasticity 
which  attached  to  it  naturally  led  to  a  great  many  underhanded  practices. 
Sellers  of  coal  became  suspicious  that  when  they  entered  into  an  obligation 
of  this  character  it  would  he  observed  by  the  buyer  only  so  long  as  it  was 
to  his  advantage  to  abide  by  it.  Buyers  of  coal,  w'hcn  they  entered  into 
a  contract,  only  lived  up  to  these  obligations  during  the  period  when  spot 
prices  were  higher  than  the  contract  figures  at  wdiich  the  coal  was  being 
furnished.  This  state  of  things  was  a  reflection  on  both  the  buyer  and 


the  seller.  It  ere  iicd  the  implication  that  business  methods  in  the  coal 
trade  were  Irjosc  and  tliat  integrity  in  fulfillment  of  contract  was  at  a 
low  point. 

During  the  past  two  years  a  wonderful  change  has  occurred  in  this 
respect.  Now  a  coal  contract  has  as  much  sanctity  attached  to  it  as  any 
other.  It  is  an  expressed  obligation  which  must  be  observed  by  both  parties 
or  there  will  be  a  resort  to  tlie  courts  to  enforce  it.  Half  a  dozen  important 
cases  have  been  tried  in  western  courts  recently,  in  all  of  which  contract 
obligations  were  enforced.  In  one  of  these  instances  there  was  scarcely  a 
scratch  of  the  pen  to  indicate  the  nature  of  the  obligation,  but  with  the 
fragmentary  evidence  at  hand  the  court  ruled  tliat  the  obligation  existed 
and  returned  judgment  in  a  large  amount  in  favor  of  the  buyer  because  the 
coal  was  not  supplied.  In  another  instance  a  judgment  of  five  figures  was 
obtained  against  a  coal  producing  company  wliich  had  failed  to  deliver  the 
required  tonnage  on  an  obligation  into  which  it  had  entered.  W'e  know 
of  no  instances  where  the  courts  have  passed  upon  coal  contracts  recently 
in  which  they  have  not  sustained  the  obligation  to  a  greater  extent  than 
was  expected. 

These  conditions  lead  up  to  a  common  thought  that  must  appeal  to  all 
coal  men.  A  contract  entered  into  on  the  part  of  either  buyer  or  seller  is 
something  tangible  and  real  and  in  a  test  case  will  be  sustained.  If  this  is 
true,  then  both  buyer  and  seller  should  reckon  the  cost  fully  before  they 
enter  into  any  such  obligation.  They  should  not  make  a  temporary  con¬ 
venience  of  something  which  the  courts  will  interpret  as  being  definite  and 
restrictive.  If  a  buyer  does  not  expect  to  pay  the  full  price  which  he 
assumes  the  coal  will  cost  him  under  the  contract,  it  were  belter  for  him 
if  he  bought  his  product  in  the  open  market.  If  the  seller  has  a  firm  con¬ 
viction  that  prices  will  advance  and  he  will  be  able  to  realize  more  profit 
on  “free”  coal  later  on,  it  is  to  his  advantage  to  refrain  from  all  contract- 
making.  'I'he  courts  hold  that  contracts  of  any  kind  are  sacred.  In  many 
instances  they  can  not  be  set  aside  by  legislation,  but  during  their  life  con¬ 
tinue  without  reference  to  existing  laws.  In  any  interpretation  the  courts 
may  make  they  rule  on  intent  of  purpose  as  well  as  the  letter  of  the  con¬ 
tract,  so  that  such  obligations  are  as  binding  as  any  human  document  can 
be.  They  are  bad  things  to  fool  with.  The  man  who  does  fool  with  them  is 
more  likely  to  be  brought  up  with  a  round  turn. 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  this  new  regime  with  reference  to  expressed 
obligations  between  buyer  and  seller  of  coal  will  be  extremely  beneficial  to 
the  industry  in  general.  It  will  result  in  more  stability  and  a  higher  degree 
of  business  honesty.  Both  of  these  features  are  of  value  to  all  honest  men 
in  the  coal  trade,  and  as  the  honest  men  are  in  the  majority  it  necessarily 
follows  that  they  are  of  advantage  to  the  whole  coal  industry. 

Talk  Does  Sell  Coal. 

An  eastern  contemporary  has  seen  fit  to  throw  down  the  gauntlet  on 
the  question  of  good  salesmanship  in  selling  coal.  In  a  recent  article,  under 
the  caption,  “Talk  Does  Not  Sell  Coal,”  it  says; 

“One  of  our  contemporaries  prints  an  editorial  article  relative  to  the 
value  of  good  salesmanship  in  selling  coal.  We  think  that  this  proposition 
is  founded  more  or  less  upon  error.  Salesmanship  may  be  successful  in 
selling  books,  jewelry  and  other  articles  more  or  less  in  the  nature  of  luxu¬ 
ries,  or  matters  of  fancy  or  inclination,  but  we  firmly  believe  that  coal  is 
rarely  purchased  upon  the  basis  of  solicitation;  and  we  believe,  furthermore, 
that  the  trade  would  be  more  prosperous  if  salesmen  were  an  unknown 
factor.  People  buy  coal  because  necessity  compels  them  to  do  so.  Money 
is  probably  more  grudgin.gly  paid  for  coal  than  any  other  article  of  com¬ 
merce.  Most  people,  overlooking  its  use  and  value,  regard  very  largely  tlie 
fact  that  naught  but  ashes  remain  after  use  as  an  indication  that  their  money 
has  been  paid  out  wdthout  due  equivalent  being  received. 

“Forceful  .salesmanship  simply  means  that  one  factor  in  the  trade  is 
working  against  another,  and  the  invariable  results  seem  to  be  a  grinding 
down  of  profits.  W-hen  there  is  no  demand,  the  best  arguments  in  the  world 
are  unavailing.  When  a  man’s  coal  bins  are  full,  when  he  has  no  storage 
available,  coal  for  immediate  delivery  at  one  cent  per  ton  would  not  appeal 
to  him.  He  would  remember  the  price,  however,  weeks  later,  when  he 
needed  coal,  and  quote  the  rate  to  all  who  made  a  proposition  on  a  busi¬ 
ness  basis.” 

We  must  apologize  to  the  readers  of  The  Black  Diamond  for  publish¬ 
ing  all  of  this  in  our  columns.  W’e  do  not  fill  them  up  very  often  with  such 
matter,  hut  under  the  circumstances  feel  that  there  is  a  principle  at  stake. 
A  few  paragraphs  here  and  there  w'ill  serve  to  show  how  ridiculous  this 
article  is  and  indict  the  author  of  it  for  his  lack  of  knowledge.  He  says: 
“But  we  firmly  believe  that  coal  is  seldom  purchased  upon  the  basis  of  solici¬ 
tation  ;  and  we  believe,  furthermore,  that  the  trade  would  be  more  prosperous 
if  salesmen  were  unknown.”  Every  wholesale  coal  house  and  operating  com¬ 
pany  which  sells  its  own  coal  contradicts  the  writer  of  that  sentence.  If 
salesmen  were  unnecessary  they  would  not  keep  them  in  their  employ.  The 
fact  that  they  do,  and  that  the  larger  the  tonnage  which  they  have  to  dispose 
of  the  more  they  employ  is  an  indication  that  practical  business  has  a  place 
for  the  salesman  which  can  be  filled  in  no  other  way.  Ninety- five  per  cent 
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of  the  coal  sold  in  this  country  is  either  by  solicitation  or  by  advertising, 
which  is  another  form  of  solicitation.  What  is  the  use  of  comparing  idle 
vagaries  with  the  practical?  Our  commercial  practices  have  too  much  of 
every-day  common  sense  in  them  to  act  upon  the  suggestions  of  a  theorist. 

“People  buy  coal  because  necessity  compels  them  to  do  so,”  he  writes 
further.  Such  words  of  wisdom !  Presumably  they  buy  undershirts  to  adorn 
the  Iiack  yard’s  clothes  line  and  shoes  for  the  sake  of  having  them  polished 
to  furnish  bootblacks  with  a  living.  Yet  the  highest  type  of  salesmanship 
at  the  highest  prices  is  engaged  to  sell  undershirts  and  .‘^hoes.  Ye  gods  and 
little  fishes,  this  was  a  sage  remark — just  about  what  we  expected  from  the 
inner  sanctum  sanctorum  of  our  eastern  contemporary. 

“Money  is  probably  more  grudgingly  paid  for  coal  than  any  other  article 
of  commerce.”  This  is  where  our  eastern  wiseacre  hits  the  nail  on  the  head. 
We  agree  with  him.  If  it  is  more  difficult  to  separate  the  consumer  of  coal 
from  his  money  than  the  wearer  of  undershirts  from  his  filthy  lucre,  then  it 
takes  a  higher  degree  and  more  competency  of  salesmanship  to  accomplish 
the  separation.  Come  again,  brother,  but  do  not  be  so  foolish  next  time. 

“Forceful  salesmanship  simply  means  that  one  factor  in  the  trade  is 
working  against  another,”  etc.,  etc.  When  our  eastern  contemporary  penned 
all  this  wisdom  he  was  evidently  laboring  under  the  hallucination  that  busi¬ 
ness  was  one  endless,  indefinite  pink  tea,  in  which  every  one  went  around  in 
a  kimona  and  patted  every  one  else  on  the  back  hair.  Our  idea  of  business 
has  always  been  that  “one  factor  in  the  trade,  is  working  against  another” 
to  make  all  the  money  he  can,  as  quickly  as  he  can  and  as  honestly  as  he 
can.  We  still  stick  to  this  idea.  If  business  is  synonymous  with  competi¬ 
tion,  is  there  any  reason  why  the  wholesale  seller  of  coal  should  not  make 
as  much  money  as  he  can  through  his  salesmen  as  through  any  other  source? 
We  opine  not,  notwitstanding  that  great  fiakes  of  wisdom  to  the  contrary 
seem  to  be  floating  in  the  air  in  the  vicinity  of  Manhattan  island. 

“When  there,  is  no  demand,  the  best  arguments  in  the  world  are  un¬ 
availing.”  That  is  just  what  The  Black  Diamond  said.  When  there  is  no 
demand,  create  the  demand.  That  is  the  modern  business  idea.  It  is  the 
one  aeted  upon  by  every  successful  business  man  in  this  country.  You  can 
create  this  demand  in  two  ways :  By  highly  competent  salesmen  and  by 
judicious  advertising. 

“When  a  man’s  coal  bins  are  full,  when  he  has  no  storage  available,  coal 
for  immediate  delivery  at  one  cent  per  ton  would  not  appeal  to  him.”  The 
competent  salesman  would  never  take  the  man’s  word  for  it  that  all  his  bins 
were  full.  He  would  go  out  and  dig  around  in  the  yard  until  he  -found  a 
place  for  another  carload  of  coal,  come  in  and  tell  the  dealer  where  he  could 
put  the  coal — and  then  sell  him  the  coal.  Moreover,  he  would  not  cut  the 
price  to  one  cent  a  ton.  If  he  were  a  competent  salesman  he  would  sell  at 
a  higher  price  than  the  poor  salesman  offered  the  coal,  because  he  would 
create  a  demand  for  the  coal  by  telling  of  its  good  qualities,  what  it  would 
accomplish  and  its  many  merits.  These  are  the  points  which  are  comprised 
in  good  salesmanship. 

The  Black  Diamond  wants  to  say  that  it  believes  in  the  coal  salesman 
and  appreciates  his  importance.  The  more  competent  and  able  he  is  as  a 
salesman,  the  more  confidence  we  have  in  him.  The  trouble  is  that  there  are 
too  many  poor  coal  salesmen.  'I'here  should  be  more  competent  ones,  and  if 
there  were,  price-cutting  would  be  eliminated  and  producers  and  shippers 
would  make  more  money.  The  competent  salesman  takes  pride  in  his  work. 
It  is  his  duty,  he  feels,  to  get  all  that  coal  is  worth  and  sell  as  much  of  it 

as  he  can.  He  knows  that  he  must  make  his  employers  a  profit  over 

and  above  his  salary  and  expenses,  because  he  is  competent  on  these  lines 
as  well  as  in  the  matter  of  salesmanship.  Fie  can  not  sell  coal  at  or  below 
cost  and  do  this. 

Poor  salesmen  are  a  source  of  much  more  loss  than  profit  to  those  who 

employ  them.  If  a  man  looks  crosswise  at  them  they  reduce  the  price  of  their 

product  to  get  his  order.  If  they  were  competent  they  would  use  more  good 
talk,  and  they  would  .get  his  order  at  a  profitable  price.  Experience  in  the 
coal  trade  proves  this,  or  competent  salesmen  would  not  be  in  such  great 
demand  as  they  are  every  day  in  the  year. 

Failure  of  the  Conciliation  Board. 

An  eastern  anthracite  producer,  at  least  that  is  the  way  he  signs  him¬ 
self,  in  a  recent  communication  to  the  press  referred  to  the  anthracite  con¬ 
ciliation  board  as  a  failure.  His  article  on  this  point  is  too  long  for  repro¬ 
duction  here,  but  its  essential  features  can  be  briefly  summarized.  He 
emphasizes  three  important  points.  With  reference  to  the  first  of  these  he 
suggests  the  good  that  has  resulted  from  the  conciliation  board,  showing  that 
it  has  brought  the  operators  and  miners  closer  tgether,  thereby  giving  them 
a  better  understanding,  each  of  the  other,  of  their  requirements  and  needs 
and  of  the  limitations  which  each  will  place  upon  the  other  in  future  rela¬ 
tions.  The  other  two  points  arc  opposed  to  the  continuance  of  the  con¬ 
ciliation  board.  The  second  suggestion  is  that  it  is  nothing  more  nor  less 
than  a  court  of  petty  appeal ;  that  the  miners  originate  many  fancied  griev¬ 


ances  with  which  they  go  to  the  board,  and  that  these  imaginary  troubles 
would  not  be  so  numerous  if  there  were  not  such  a  court  of  appeal. 

The  third  point  is  that  the  board  is  diametrically  opposed  to  preserving 
the  proper  discipline  among  the  workers  in  the  collieries.  In  line  with  this 
thought  the  idea  is  advanced  that  the  miners  appeal  to  the  conciliation  board 
in  the  hope  that  they  may  gain  concessions  over  the  heads  of  the  proper 
mine  officials.  The  latter  are  almost  powerless  when  it  comes  to  the  en¬ 
forcement  of  rules  pertaining  to  work  in  the  mines  because  of  this  right 
of  appeal. 

In  coficlusion  the  article  contains  the  following:  “The  miners  have 
come  to  the  belief  that  a  grievance  necessarily  is  established  because  they 
have  formulated  some  petty  deprivation  of  restraint  as  one.  Conscious  of 
their  strength  as  a  great  union,  the  miners  have  too  often  come  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  the  only  consideration  the  operators  have  for  them  is  to  pay 
them  for  a  certain  quantity  of  coal  which  they  have  cut  as  unenthusiastically 
as  if  it  were  penal  task  work.  On  the  other  hand,  the  operators  have  for  the 
most  part  taken  the  same  view  of  the  matter.  *  *  *  miners  hardly 

expect  that  the  conciliation  board  will  be  continued.  It  is  not  apparent  that 
they  want  it  continued.  Nor  do  the  operators.  If  President  Mitchell  could 
succeed  in  obtaining  official  recognition  of  the  union  this  would  be  the 
stronghold  from  which  he  could  dictate  his  terms.  In  the  morality  of  or¬ 
ganized  labor,  contracts  mgy  be  thrown  overboard  as  soon  as  they  become 
inconvenient.  It  is  not  clear  why  the  miners  should  form  an  exception  to 
other  forms  of  labor,  that  their  union  must  have  not .  merely  wider  and 
more  autocratic  privileges  than  other  industrial  bodies,  but  that  ,  these  must 
be  specifically  and  officially  recognized.  The  .strike  in  the  bituminous  coal 
fields  of  Illinois  has  undoubtedly  settled,  so  far  as  the  anthracite  operators 
are  concerned,  the  limits  of  their  concessions  to  union  demands.  There  will 
be  no  recognition  of  the  union,  no  agreements  with  it  of  any  kind.  It  does 
not  demand  the  prescience  of  a  prophet  to  predict  that  much.  With  the 
close  of  the  present  arrangement  the  end  of  the  conciliation  board  is  at 
hand.” 

We  reproduce  this  much  and  the  essence  of  this  communication  be¬ 
cause  it  indicates  to  a  very  important  extent  the  sentiment  which  prevails 
among  the  operating'  interests  of  the  anthracite  region.  The  operators  of 
that  field  have  felt  for  some  time  that  the  conciliation  board  simply  put  a 
premium  on  grievances,  and  that  the  miners  were  lying  awake  nights  ihink- 
ing  of  something  new  that  they  could  bring  before  that  body.  Naturally 
they  have  been  convinced  that  the  time  they  devoted  to  the  conciliation  board 
was  largely  wasted  for  these  reasons. 

The  designation  of  this  conciliatory  organization  as  a  failure  on  the 
part  of  the  operators  means  the  end  of  the  present  arrangement.  Possibly 
it  means  to  return  to  the  conditions  which  prevailed  prior  to  the  great 
strike  of  1902.  It  will  create  a  grave  crisis' next  spring,  the  outcome  of 
which  can  not  be  predicted  at  this  time.  Further  than  that  it  shows  that 
the  arbitration  which  restored  peace  to  the  anthracite  collieries  was  merely 
a  temporary  makeshift  and  that  outside  interference  in  the  settlement  of 
disputes  of  this  character  can  not  and  will  not  settle  them.  There  must 
be  a  victory  for  one  side  or  the  other,  and  that  victory  must  be  so  evident 
that  it  can  not  be  gainsaid. 

The  total  movement  of  coal  across  Lake  Michigan  by  car  ferry  for  the 
five  months  ending  June  first  amounted  to  246,220  tons.  Of  this  50.985  tons 
were  anthracite  and  195,241  tons  were  hituminous.  Movement  during  May 
was  very  light,  amounting  to  44,9.17  tons  of  which  4,640  were  anthracite  and 
4,297  were  bituminous.  Evidently  vessel  tonnage  secured  a  portion  of  the 
coal  which  otherwise  might  have  been  moved  by  way  of  the  car  ferries. 

A  daily  newspaper  comes  to  the  front  with  the  suggestion  that  “more 
mining  laws  are  needed.”  In  Illinois  we  seem  to  be  of  the  opinion  that  we 
have  about  one  too  many.  If  there  is  any  state  that  is  a  little  shy  on  this 
proposition  we  believe  the  operators  of  Illinois  would  be  glad  to  transfer 
their  latest  mining  law  to  such  territory. 

At  last  it  seems  as  if  the  millenium  had  arrived.  Boston  ncw.spapcrs 
have  not  complained  about  the  price  of  coal  in  that  city  for  at  least  thirty 
days.  Perhaps  the  temperature  has  been  too  warm  for  them  to  engage  in 
the  discussion  of  such  a  heated  subject  as  this  appears  to  be  in  tliat  burg. 
But  let  us  hope  they  have  reformed. 

V  . 

G.  Herrick  Duggan,  general  manager  of  the  Dominion  Coal  Co.,  Toronto. 
Out.,  for  two  years,  has  resigned  his  position  and  after  a  short  vacatiim  will 
go  to  Mexico  City,  Mcx.,  as  the  manager  of  the  Mexico  Heat,  Light  &  Power 
Co.,  of  which  James  Ross  is  president.  Charles  Fergie  has  been  selected  to 
fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  Mr.  Duggan's  resignation,  and  will  assume  his  new 
duties  on  September  first. 
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Mullen  With  ^ew  Ohio  Washed 
Coal  Company. 

Leslie  Mullen,  for  the  past  two  years  general 
sales  agent  of  the  Crescent  Coal  &  Mining  Co., 
Plymouth  building,  Chicago,  has  tendered  his 
resignation  and  on  August  first  will  become  man¬ 
ager  of  sales  of  the  New  Ohio  Washed  Coal  Co., 
Cireat  Northern  building,  Chicago,  'I'he  New 
Ohio'  Washed  Coal  Co.  is  one  of  the  largest  pro¬ 
ducers  of  Carterville  washed  coal  in  the  Carter- 
ville  district,  owning  three  mines  and  a  Luhrig 
washery,  which  have  a  cai)acity  of  2,000  tons  of 
coal  daily,  which  can  he  very  cpiickly  increased 
as  demand  warrants.  In  his  new  i)osition  Mr. 
Mullen  will  have  full  charge  of  all  the  sales  of 
the  company  in  the  west  and  northwest,  as  well 
as  in  Chicago,  holding  a  i)osition  of  much  re¬ 
sponsibility. 

In  assuming  his  new  duties  Mr.  Mullen  is  re¬ 
turning  to  interests  with  which  he  was  closely 
identified  for  ten  years  prior  to  going  with  the 
Crescent  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  K.  F.  Daniels,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  New  Ohio  Washed  Coal  Co.,  was 
also  i)resident  of  the  Daniels  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 


market.  'I'onnatre  continues,  however,  to  offer 
at  $4.00  and  discharged  for  such  business,  as 
owners  seem  anxious  to  send  their  steamers  to 
the  far  east. 

The  situation  in  regard  to  freights  in  other  di¬ 
rections  is  unchangefl.  We  would  quote  freight 
rates  by  steamer  as  follows:  $1,:!0  to  Havana 
or  .Matanzas;  $1.00  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua;  $1.60 
to  Cienfuegos;  $1.6.0  to  Daiquiri;  $1..35®1.45  to 
Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $1.00  to  St.  Thomas; 
$1.60(fil,60  to  St.  Lucia;  $1.60('al.60  to  14arba- 
dos ;  $1.40(5x1.40  to  Kingston;  $1.00  to  Colon; 
$2.00  to  Demerara ;  $1.25  and  port  charges  to 
Curacao;  $1.70  to  Bermuda;  $1.40  to  Vera  Cruz; 
$1.00  to  'I'ampico ;  Os  6d(ffl0s  to  Buenos  Ayres; 
10s  6d(5i)lls  to  Rosario;  11s  6d  to  Santos;  10s  6d 
to  Rio;  $4.00  and  discharged  to  Manila;  10s  to 
a  direct  port  in  the  Mediterranean  not  east  of  the 
west  coast  of  Italy,  Spain  excluded. 

V 

Mrs.  C.  L.  Dering,  wife  of  C.  L.  Dering,  man¬ 
ager  for  S.  C.  Schenck,  Old  Colony  building, 
this  week  attained  an  honor  which  is  a  great 
credit  to  her  prowess  as  a  golf  player.  In  the 


The  Coal  Man  and  the  Law. 

Validity  of  Coal  Ceases. 

An  important  decision  has  been  banded  down 
by  Judge  Halsey  at  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  with  ref¬ 
erence  to  the  validity  of  coal  leases.  The  Raub 
Coal  Co.  was  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendants 
were  Elizabeth  B.  Reynolds,  et  al.,  owners  of 
coal  property  in  the  county  of  Luzerne.  The 
points  involved  are  explained  in  the  opinion  of 
the  court,  which  in  part  is  as  follows : 

“The  Raub  Coal  Co.,  Limited,  on  July  thirty- 
first,  1697,  entered  into  a  contract  of  leasehold  for 
part  of  lot  No.  20  in  the  third  division  of  lots 
in  the  township  of  Kingston,  county  of  Lu¬ 
zerne,  aggregating  about  five  acres.  The  demise 
is  to  lease  and  to  mine  let  unto  the  lessee,  its 
successors  and  assigns,  all  the  coal  in  and  under 
the  said  tract  of  land.  In  the  grant  there  is  an 
additional  right  conferred  of  so  much  more  of 
the  surface  of  said  lar.d  as  the  lessee  may  need 
for  dumping  culm  and  for  other  purposes  con¬ 
nected  with  its  rr.iniiig  operations.  The  grant  as 
to  tenure  is  until  all  the  coal  demised  shall  have 
been  worked  out  and  exhausted.  A  further  cov¬ 
enant  between  the  contracting  parties  is  that  in 
consideration  of  the  premises  the  lessee  cov¬ 
enants  and  agrees  with  the  lessors,  their  heirs, 
executors,  administrators  and  assigns  as  follows : 

“  ‘That  it  will  pay  to  the  said  lessors,  their 
heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  assigns  for 
one-half  acre  of  surface  to  be  located  by  said 
lessee,  the  sum  of  $100,  and  for  so  much  more 
of  the  said  surface  as  may  be  taken  and  used  by 
it  at  the  rate  of  $200  per  acre.’  ” 

The  plaintiff  endeavored  on  several  occasions 
to  purchase  from  the  defendants  sufficient  sur¬ 
face  whereon  to  dump  the  culm  and  other  refuse, 
but  that  the  defendants  refused  to  give  a  deed, 
as  a  price  could  not  be  agreed  upon.  This  con¬ 
tention  kept  up  from  July  thirty-first,  1897,  until 
November  sixteenth,  1904,  when  an  action  of 
amicable  ejectment  was  started  to  oust  the  plain¬ 
tiff  company  drom  the  premises,  claiming  that  as 
the  latter  had  not  paid  for  the  surface  it  had 
forfeited  its  lease  of  the  land.  The  plaintiff  com¬ 
pany  then  asked  the  court  to  grant  an  injunction 
to  restrain  the  owners  of  the  land  from  eject¬ 
ing  it  until  the  lease  had  expired. 

Judge  Halsey  states  in  his  opinion  that  “the 
l)laintiff  has  not  complied  with  the  lease  on  ac¬ 
count  of  not  paying  for  the  surface  occup-ed  by 
the  culm  pile  and  other  refuse;  that  the  plaintiff 
is  not  entitled  to  a  formal  deed  of  conveyance  for 
the  portion  of  the  surface  so  taken ;  that  the 
plaintiff  offered  to  the  defendants  $431.40;  that 
the  defendants  are  not  entitled  to  a  forfeiture  of 
the  lease  on  account  of  the  plaintiff  offering  the 
above  amount  of  money,  showing  that  there  was 
an  effort  made  by  the  plaintiff  to  adjust  the  mat¬ 
ter  ;  that  the  money  due  the  defendants  by  the 
plaintiff  is  $401.40,  with  interest  from  November 
eighteenth,  1904;  that  if  the  plaintiff  pays  the 
above  amount  within  thirty  days  from  the  filing 
of  this  decree  and  pays  all  the  costs  in  the  case, 
then  the  motion  to  continue  the  injunction  is 
allowed.  If  otherwise,  the  motion  is  denied.  De¬ 
cree  nisi  is  entered  to  this  effect.’’ 


of  which  Mr.  Mullen  was  formerly  vice-presi¬ 
dent  and  general  manager.  He  severed  his  con¬ 
nection  with  this  company  a  couple  of  years  ago. 

'I'he  New  Ohio  Washed  Coal  Co.,  operates  its 
own  mines  and  produces  a  high  grade  Carterville 
product,  which  is  well  and  favorably  known 
throughout  western  markets.  Its  three  mines  are 
equipped  with  most  modern  machinery,  and  the 
washery  is  one  of  the  best  in  Illinois,  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  product  being  washed  coal,  making 
it  most  desirable  for  domestic  and  steam  use. 

Mr.  Mullen  has  received  the  congratulations 
of  his  numerous  Chicago  friends  upon  his  ap¬ 
pointment.  He  is  considered  one  of  the  best 
sales  agents  iiv  the  west  and  has  been  identified 
with  the  coal  trade  for  more  than  fifteen  years. 

V 

Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

Reported  by  W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  ship  and 
steamship  brokers.  Produce  Exchange,  New  York : 
'i'here  have  been  rumors  recently  that  additional 
steamers  have  been  chartered  to  take  coals  from 
the  states  to  Manila  at  $4.00  and  discharged,  but 
if  this  is  the  case  the  orders  for  which  tliese 
boats  were  fixed  have  not  been  in  the  general 


Exmoor  open  tournament,  held  at  the  latter 
grounds,  she  won  the  Exmoor  cup,  which  is  the 
highest  honor  this  club  can  confer.  'I'he  victory 
this  year  was  one  to  be  especially  desired,  as 
the  largest  number  of  entries  were  recorded  in 
the  history  of  these  tournaments.  There  were 
seventy  entries,  including  all  the  best  golf  players 
in  the  west.  In  the  qualifying  round  Mrs.  Der¬ 
ing  captured  second  honors,  but  on  the  second  day 
of  the  tournament  she  won  from  Miss  Sallie 
Ainslie,  considered  one  of  the  best  players  in  the 
country.  On  the  third  day  she  won  from  Frances 
Everett,  the  western  golf  champion,  and  on 
Thursday  from  Mrs.  Hall,  formerly  “Johnnie’’ 
Carpenter.  Mrs.  Dering’s  victory  was  clean-cut 
and  was  obtained  after  a  contest  with  the  best 
players  entered  in  the  tournament.  She  is  en¬ 
titled  to  congratulations,  and  it  is  no  wonder  that 
C.  L.  Dering  is  walking  around  on  air,  touching 
only  the  high  places. 

V 

A  large  coal  mine  will  be  opened  and  operated 
on  Soap  creek,  near  Carbon,  Iowa.  A  vein  of  coal 
seven  feet  in  thickness  has  been  discovered  at  that 
point.  The  promoters  of  the  enterprise  are  G.  P. 
Fryberger  and  Ed  N.  Bezzenberger,  of  Bloomfield, 
Iowa. 


Expiration  of  Coal  Land  Options. 

'I'he  Pennsylvania  supreme  court,  in  session  re¬ 
cently  at  Pittsburg,  handed  down  a  decision  as 
to  the  expiration  of  options  on  coal  land.  These 
options  were  owned  by  W.  H.  Stanley,  J.  C. 
King  and  E.  D.  Carter,  who  bought  them  from 
John  iMcGaughey.  They  were  obtained  several 
years  ago  and  McGaughey  did  not  make  a  sale 
of  the  coal,  so  the  farmers  who  gave  the  options 
contended,  until  after  the  options  had  expired. 
In  the  meantime  the  owners  of  the  land  were 
offered  more  money  for  their  property  and  at 
the  expiration  of  the  options  they  sold  it  to  other 
interests,  contending  that  McGaughey  had  no 
authority  to  dispose  of  the  coal.  These  options 
had  been  recorded  in  the  county  court  house,  and 
to  clear  the  title  to  the  land  the  farmers  asked 
that  they  be  stricken  from  the  record.  Upon 
appeal  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  state  it  was 
held  that  McGaughey  had  no  equity  in  the  prop¬ 
erty  after  the  options  expired,  sustaining  the  orig¬ 
inal  owners'  contention  and  striking  the  options 
from  the  records. 

'I'he  Stonington  Coal  Co.,  Taylorville,  Ill.,  has 
issued  $60,000  in  bonds  to  pay  for  equipping 
the  minewhich  the  company  is  developing. 
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Plans  for  Picnic  are  Maturing. 


At  a  well  attended  meeting  of  those  interested 
in  the  coal  men’s  picnic  at  Ravim'a  park  on  Au¬ 
gust  twelfth,  held  at  the  Grand  Pacific  hotel 
Tuesday  of  this  week,  plans  were  rapidly  matured 
for  the  third  annual  outing.  Indications'  point  to 
the  fact  that  the  picnic  w  11  be  a  great  success 
in  every  respect,  and  there  is  likelihood  that  the 
attendance  will  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  a  thou¬ 
sand  coal  men.  It  was  reported  that  arrangements 
had  been  completed  to  secure  the  use  of  Ravinia 
park,  that  the  transportation  companies  had  made 
every  arrangement  to  take  care  of  the  coal  men 
in  the  proper  manner  and  that  practically  all  of 
the  details  have  been  decided  upon. 

A  special  invitation  will  be  extended  to  all  track 
dealers  in  Chicago  to  be  present  at  the  picnic  and 
if  possible  they  will  be  induced  to  close  their 
yards  all  day,  enabling  their  employes  to  attend 
the  outing,  if  they  so  desire.  At 'the  meeting 
G.  H.  Merryweather  and  others  in  charge  of  the 
movement  to  secure  the  closing  of  the  coal  of¬ 
fices  reported  that  all  but  three  had  agreed  to 
close  all  day,  giving  all  their  employes  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  attend  the  picnic.  It  is  thought  that 
every  wholesale  coal  office  in  Chicago  will  be 
closed  throughout  the  day. 

Additional  Committees  Are  Xamed. 

Following  the  usual  luncheon  occurred  the  busi¬ 
ness  session.  On  motion  of  D.  W.  Buchanan,  Mr. 
Merryweather  was  made  general  chairman  and 
member  ex-officio  of  all  the  various  committees. 
Some  additions  were  made  to  the  various  com¬ 
mittees.  F.  J.  Browning  was  made  chairman  of 
the  finance  committee,  with  power  to  appoint  any 
additional  members  of  the  committee  he  saw  fit. 
He  will  have  complete  charge  of  this  part  of 
the  work.  D.  W.  Buchanan  was  made  treasurer 
and  an  additional  committee  on  sports  and  pas¬ 
times  was  named  as  follows : 

L.  R.  Rutter,  F.  L.  Jewett, 

N.  S.  Birkland,  D.  W.  Buchanan. 

W.  C.  Hill. 

This  committee  will  make  all  the  necessary  ar¬ 
rangements  with  reference  to  athletic  events, 
prizes,  and  will  have  charge  of  the  program  at 
the  park.  A  baseball  game  is  being  arranged 
between  a  picked  nine  of  coal  men  and  the  Pea¬ 
body  team,  which  promises  to  be  one  of  the 
events  of  the  day. 

Considerable  discussion  developed  as  to  whether 
two  meals  should  be  served  at  the  park  or  one, 
and  it  was  finally  decided  that  tickets  should  in¬ 
clude  luncheon.  If  there  are  any  who  attend  who 
desire  to  remain  during  the  evening  it  is  possible 
a  special  arrangement  will  be  made  with  the  man¬ 
agement  so  that  they  can  secure  a  concession  in 
the  matter  of  price  for  a  regular  dinner. 

All  Plans  Are  Completed. 

It  was  decided  that  the  coal  men  should  leave 
Chicago  Saturday  morning  at  nine  o’clock  over 
the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  railroad  to  Evans¬ 
ton.  There  electric  cars  will  be  waiting  on  the 
line  of  the  Chicago  &  Milwaukee  Electric  railway 
and  will  convey  the  party  to  Ravinia  park,  where 
they  will  arrive  at  9 :30,  insuring  plenty  of  time 
for  the  athletic  events  and  program.  The  man¬ 
agement  of  the  park  has  secured  Rivelas  Italian 
band  as  an  attraction  during  the  week  of  the  pic¬ 
nic,  and  this,  it  is  thought,  will  be  an  added  in¬ 
ducement  to  bring  out  a  large  attendance. 

There  is  a  large  amount  of  enthusiasm  concern¬ 
ing  the  picnic  and  all  the  various  committees  are 
working  to  secure  as  large  an  attendance  as  pos¬ 
sible.  Tickets,  including  railroad  fare  both  ways, 
luncheon,  admission  to  Ravinia  park  and  entries 
to  the  various  games  have  been  placed  at  $2.00. 
If  there  is  a  surplus  over  and  above  the  e,xpense 
attached  to  the  picnic  it  is  planned  to  devote  this 
money  to  endowing  a  bed  for  coal  men  at  St. 
Luke’s  hospital  for  another  year.  All  tickets 
will  have  this  statement  plainly  printed  across 
the  front  of  them.  Tickets  will  be  issued  the 
l)resent  week  and  will  be  offered  for  sale  by 
Monday  at  the  latest. 

The  petition  generally  signed  by  Chicago  whole¬ 
sale  coal  firms  agreeing  to  close  their  offices  all 
day  Saturday,  August  twelfth,  the  day  of  the 
picnic,  is  as  follows : 

All  Wholesale  Ofllces  to  Close. 

We,  the  undersigned,  herei)y  agree  to  close  our 
offices  and  yards  Saturday,  August  twelfth,  in 


order  to  give  our  employes  an  opportunity  to  at¬ 
tend  the  annual  picnic  of  the  coal  trade  at  Ra¬ 
vinia  park : 

Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  Geo.  Merryweather, 
general  western  agent ;  Dering  Coal  Co.,  J.  K. 
Dering,  vice-president ;  Consolidated  Indiana  Coal 
Co.,  Carl  Scholz,  vice-president;  Wilmington  Star 
Mining  Co.,  D.  W.  Buchanan,  secretary ;  New 
Kentucky  Coal  Co.,  H.  H.  Taylor,  secretary  and 
treasurer;  Northern  Fuel  Co.,  L.  R.  Doty,  presi¬ 
dent  ;  Bell  &  Zoller  Coal  Co.,  W.  G.  Zoller,  treas¬ 
urer;  Globe  Coal  Co.,  E.  S.  Van  Sant,  vice-presi¬ 
dent;  Burlington  Coal  &  Coke  Co,,  G.  1 1.  Doan, 
president;  Miami  Coal  Co.,  Wm.  M.  Connery; 
Gilmore  &  Easterly  Co.;  Crescent  Coal  &  Mining 
Co.,  W.  S.  Bogle,  president ;  Richards,  Ambler  & 
Co.,  P.  C.  Richards ;  The  Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
W.  C.  Huber,  western  manager ;  De  Camp  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  DeEorest  Pomeroy,  general  sales 
agent;  Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  H.  W.  Finch, 
president ;  Chaffin  Coal  Co.,  H.  A.  Chaffin,  general 
manager;  Geo.  G.  Pope  &  Co.;  M  tchell  Spalding 
Co. ;  C.  M.  Moderwell  &  Co.,  C.  M.  Moderwell, 
president;  Springfield  Coal  Mining  Co.,  C.  B. 
Chisholm ;  C.  G.  Blake  &  Co. ;  Sunday  Creek  Coal 
Co. ;  Lincoln-Springfield  Coal  Co. ;  W.  B.  Stone 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  W.  B.  Stone,  president ;  Clinton 
Coal  Co. ;  Patoka  Valley  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  J. 
Fisher;  The  Springfield  Colliery  Co.;  Bickett 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  C.  A.  Bickett,  president ;  Old  Col¬ 
ony  Coal  Co.,  Inc.,  W.  Mack  Stevens ;  Crerar- 
Clinch  &  Co. ;  Black  Diamond  Co. ;  John  W. 
Lowe;  Interstate  Coal  &  Coke  Cr^.,  James  Mc¬ 
Donald,  president ;  Consolidated  Coal  Co.,  W.  C. 
Hill,  sales  agent;  John  T.  Hesser  &  Co.,  P.  J. 
Delaney,  agent ;  Indiana  Southern  Coal  Co., 
John  K.  Seifert,  general  manager;  T.  D.  Keller 
&  Co.;  Spring  Valley  Coal  Co.,  S.  M.  Dalzell ; 
Chicago,  Wilmington  &  Vermillion  Coal  Co.,  T. 
A.  Lemmon,  secretary  and  treasurer ;  Chicago 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  L.  T.  Carpenter;  The  Jones  & 
Adams  Co.,  J.  A.  Richardson,  manager ;  W.  C. 
Phillips  &  Co. ;  John  J.  Hayes ;  Williams  & 
Peters;  Peabody  Coal  Co.,  Jno.  J.  Hart,  manager; 
Cardiff  Coal  Co. ;  Sedalia  Coal  Co. ;  T.  N.  Koeh¬ 
ler  &  Co. ;  C.  J.  Boedeker  &  Co.,  C.  J.  Boedeker, 
president ;  E.  F.  Daniels  &  Co. ;  L.  M.  Hammond 
Coal  Co. ;  The  New  Ohio  Washed  Coal  '  Co. ; 
Youghiogheny  &  Ohio  Coal  Co. ;  Standard 
Washed  Coal  Co.;  Commercial  Coal  &  Coke  Co.; 
F.  G.  Hartwell  Co.,  W.  J.  Cook,  secretary ;  Le¬ 
high  Valley  Coal  Co.,  E.  M.  Platt,  general  west¬ 
ern  sales  agent;  The  General  Wilmington  Coal 
Co.,  H.  N.  Taylor;  H.  Hodgkins;  LaSalle  County 
Carbon  Coal  Co. ;  Donaly-Koennecke  Coal  Co. ; 
F.  W.  Black  Coal  Co. ;  C.  W.  Jackson  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.;  Arthur  E.  Lamkey;  Diamond  Coal  & 
Mining  Co.,  M.  A.  Rolfe,  president ;  Kelly  Coal 
Co.,  J.  E.  Windsor,  general  sales  agent;  North 
Western  Fuel  Co.,  E.  L.  Booth;  O.  S.  Richard¬ 
son  Coal  Co.,  H.  S.  Richardson,  secretary ;  The 
Waggener  Coal  Co.,  C.  W.  Koehler,  president ; 
The  Collins  Coal  Co.,  H.  S.  Richardson,  secre¬ 
tary;  E.  L.  Hedstrom  &  Co.;  Manufacturers  Fuel 
Co.,  C.  S.  Roberts,  president ;  Baker  Bros.,  Robert 


R.  Baker;  David  Rutter  &  Co.,  Inc.,  L.  R.  Ruder, 
president;  W.  P.  Rend  &  Co.,  J^;;  P.  Rend;  Put>.- 
burgh  Coal  Co.,  W.  Horton,  western  sales  agent ; 

S.  C.  Schenck,  agent,  C.  L.  Dering,  manager : 
Citizens’  Coal  Mining  Co.,  W.  O’Rourke,  mana¬ 
ger;  E.  E.  Pattison  Coal  Co.,  C.  B.  Ebberts  Jr., 
president;  Don  Carpenter  Coal  Co.,  N.  C.  iDow, 
president;  Sage  &  Co.,  Donald  .A.  Sage;  John 
McGregor  &  Co. ;  Hostler  Coal  &  Coki  Co..  S.  P. 
Hostler,  president ;  The  Scott  Coal  &  Coke  Co  ; 
Bernard  &  Franklin;  Smokeless  l•'uel  Co.;  Betl- 
ford  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  G.  Tooker,  cashier;  Mon¬ 
arch  Coal  Co.  R.  C.  Whitsett  :  R.  B.  Whitsett 
Coal  &  Mining  Co.;  Covey-Durham  Coal  Co.; 
R.  B.  Harder  Coal  Co.,  Iv  F.  Cooke;  J.  Howanl 
Jones  Jr.;  Otter  Creek  Coal  Co.,  J.  P.  Austin, 
secretary;  W'illiam  S.  Harman;  Roanoke  Coal  & 
Mining  Co..  R.  J.  Johnson,  manager;  Robert  Dick 
Coal  Co.,  J.  H.  Collins,  manager;  Central  States 
Fuel  Co.,  J.  M.  Walden;  Davis  Colliery  Co.,  L. 
W.  Fergu.son,  manager ;  The  Sunnyside  Coal  Co., 
J.  E.  Martin,  secretary ;  The  Warden  Coal  Wash¬ 
ing  Co.,  J.  E.  Martin,  secretary  and  treasurer; 
Golsen  Coal  Co. ;  The  Jewett  Bigelow  &  Brooks 
Co.,  C.  Olney,  cashier;  The  Retail  Coalman,  Ar¬ 
thur  M.  Hull,  editor;  'J'he  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Iron  Co.,  H.  Henningsen,  secretary;  Henry  Hol- 
verscheid  &  Co.;  Trinity  Coal  Co.;  Wm.  H. 
James  &  Bro. ;  W.  H.  Coffman  Coke  Co..  C.  S. 
Coffman;  Waller  .Coal  Co.;  Eldridge  Coal  Co., 
Harold  J.  Eldridge;  The  Philadelphia  &  Reading 
Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  J.  H.  M.  Claggett,  resident  man¬ 
ager  ;  Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  C.  A.  Eastman ; 
Pittsburgh,  Ohio  &  Western  Coal  Co.,  C. 
Eastman ;  Guy  G.  Gibson  &  Co.,  G.  G.  Gibson ; 
O'Gara,  King  &  Co.,  C.  R.  Campbell ;  E.  Putt- 
kammer. 

V 

Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  & 
Coal  Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  trans¬ 
ported  over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  July 
twenty-second,  the  corresponding  week  last 
year,  the  year  to  date  and  the  corresponding 
period  in  1904 ; 

Cumber* 

Broad  Top.  land. 

Week  ending  July  22,  1U05,..  7,20(»  21,454 

Corresi)onding  week,  11)04....  3,554  24,089 

Total  for  year  1905 . 378,924  507,801 

Corresponding  period,  1904 ...  303, 183  598,233 


Tola). 

28,000 

29,643 

880,785 

901,430 


V 


Pennsylvania  Shipments. 

Shipments  of  coal  and  coke  originating  on  the 
lines  of  the  Penn.sylvania  railroad  east  of  Pitts¬ 
burg  and  Erie  for  the  week  of  July  fifteenth 
makes  the  following  showing ; 


1905. 

1905. 

1904. 

Week  ending 

Year  to 

Year  to 

Short  tons. 

July  15. 

July  15. 

July  10. 

Anthracite  coal  . 

_ 100,128 

2,502,8:11 

2,395,64  4 

liituminous  coal 

. . . .615,917 

15,018,184 

14,317,821 

Coke  . 

_ 189,184 

5,856,724 

4,556,007 

Total  . . 

_ 905,229 

23,377,739 

21,270,132 

Second  Coal  Merger  in  Illinois. 


Southern  Illinois  comes  to  the  front  again  this 
week  with  the  report  of  another  coal  merger  in 
that  field,  the  second  which  has  occurred  within 
the  past  fortnight.  The  mines  are  said  to 
be  on  the  Southern  railway  and  are  located 
at  mining  centers  between  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and 
Centralia,  Ill.  Included  in  the  merger  are  twelve 
inines,  which  are  said  to  be  among  the  largest 
in  southern  lllino's,  having  a  productive  capacity 
in  excess  of  10,000  tons  daily.  Among  the  mines 
which  it  is  claimed  arc  purchased  are  the  Muren 
mines  at  Belleville,  Ill.,  and  at  New  Baden  ;  tne 
Little  Oak  mine  at  Shiloh,  owned  by  Dominick 
Miller  and  others,  and  the  Maule  m  ne  at  Shiloh, 
the  property  of  John  Maule  and  others.  Some 
smaller  properties  have  also  been  included  in  the 
merger. 

No  information  has  yet  been  given  to  the  public 
concerning  those  interested  in  the  merger.  In  St. 
Louis  it  is  understood  that  capitalists  from  that 
city  and  from  Belleville  are  the  promoters  of  the 
new  consolidation,  and  it  is  also  claimed  that 
John  Maule,  one  of  the  leading  operators  in  the 


state,  has  been  instrumental  in  bringing  the  con¬ 
solidation  about. 

The  financing  of  the  company  has  already  been 
completed,  it  being  announced  that  bonds  to  the 
amount  of  $2,000,000  have  been  issued  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  over  the  various  properties  on 
which  options  have  been  secured.  I'hese  bonds, 
it  is  claimed,  have  already  been  placed  to  good 
advantage  and  the  consolidation  is  now  assured. 

It  is  assumed  that  the  Southern  railway  prob 
ably  is  interested  in  the  new  merger  and  that  it 
promoted  it  with  a  view  to  protectinir  its  tonnage 
of  coal  against  other  rail  interests  which  might 
be  able  to  divert  it  if  the  inines  were  not  con¬ 
trolled. 

Most  of  the  tonnage  produced  by  the  in  ne.^  in 
the  new  mert^er  finds  a  market  in  St.  Loui>  and 
to  the  southwest  of  that  city.  There  has  been 
much  cutting  of  prices  in  this  territory  and  com¬ 
petition  at  times  has  been  ruinous.  It  is  thought 
that  the  formation  of  this  new  consolidation  will 
eliminate  much  of  the  disastrous  competition  of 
the  past  in  that  field. 
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Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East. 


OrKiCK  OF  'I'liK  Hi.ack  Diamond, 
New  York,  July  27. 

Conlimied  liot  weather  has  had  a  tendency  to 
restrict  tlie  demand  for  anthracite  diirinp;  the 
past  week  and  the  market  generally  is  unusually 
((uiet.  Even  normal  developments  in  the  trade 
are  postponed  till  the  future,  where  such  delay 
does  not  seriously  interfere,  conscaiucntly  little 
interest  is  manifest  at  the  moment,  ross'hly  a 
month  later  will  see  a  resumption  of  buying,  pro- 
vid'iig  the  weather  moderates  sufficiently  to  stim¬ 
ulate  the  consumption.  The  belief  prevails  that 
when  demand  develops  again  it  will  be  of  con¬ 
siderable  volume  as  to  tonnage.  It  is  now  recog¬ 
nized  as  a  fact  that  the  consuming  interests  have 
not  taken  their  usual  season’s  quota  of  coal  and  a 
considerable  percentage  of  the  trade  remains  un¬ 
supplied  as  to  future  requirements,  which  will 
of  necessity  create  a  larger  demand  when  current 
needs  increase.  The  market  continues  firm,  how¬ 
ever,  on  such  business  that  is  being  transacted, 
and  there  is  no  deviation  nor  desire  to  vary  from 
established  price  conditions.  I'he  movement  of 
coal,  while  reduced,  is  of  fair  proportions  to  the 
different  distributing  points,  and  the  product  ap¬ 
parently  is  absorbed  by  the  demand  developing 
daily,  preventing  any  accumulation  of  the  pre¬ 
pared  sizes  to  any  great  extent.  Producing  in¬ 
terests  fully  anticipated  these  cond  tions  and  real¬ 
ize  that  restricted  production  is  necessary.  L  hey 
are  regulating  the  output  of  the  collieries  accord¬ 
ingly. 

Heavy  IJuslness  Not  Expected  In  August. 

* 

It  is  generally  understood  that  the  requirements 
for  August  will  be  limited  to  little  more  than 
fifty  per  cent  of  the  productive  capacity,  and  that 
the  companies  will  close  down  for’  varying  pe¬ 
riods,  from  several  days  to  a  week  or  longer,  as 
the  situation  requires.  Ihis  is  significant  as  re¬ 
futing  the  statement  of  the  miners'  union,  that  a 
large  amount  of  coal  is  being  piled  up  at  the 
various  storage  places  in  view  of  a  possible  strike. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  but  little  coal  of  the  domestic 
grades  has  so  far  been  put  in  storage.  Where 
plants  are  being  filled  it  is  on  the  steam  sizes,  and 
the  storage  of  these  thus  far  has  not  been  in  e.x- 
cess  of  former  years,  though  an  accumulation  in 
anticipation  of  any  possible  emergency  would  show- 
good  business  judgment,  particularly  when  the 
fear  is  being  created  in  advance  of  a  strike  later  on. 

Little  concern  is  shown  by  the  operators  at 


reports  and  rumors  of  a  strike  this  year,  as  they 
have  maintained  their  part  of  the  agreement  with 
the  anthracite  strike  commission  throughout  the 
entire  term,  and  arc  always  willing  to  continue 
fair  in  their  relationship  with  the  men.  This 
should  continue  peace  and  obviate  any  possible 
trouble  in  connection  with  the  labor  situation, 
Trade  eastward,  wdiile  quiet  and  less  urgent  than 
at  any  other  season,  nevertheless  is  taking  a 
fair  amount  of  coal,  although  shippers  would  like 
to  see  more  snap  to  it,  in  order  that  they  might 
move  more  tonnage  from  tidewater  ports.  It 
averages  about  normal  for  summer.  There  is  no 
improvement  in  all-rail  deliveries  to  New  England 
territory,  but  it  is  expected  that  demand  will  be 
quite  heavy  this  fall  and  is  hkely  to  develop  ear¬ 
lier  than  in  recent  years,  owing  to  the  greater  in¬ 
difference  shown  by  this  class  of  trade  in  storing 
its  regular  tonnage  for  fall  and  winter  use. 
In  some!  instances  dealers  have  taken  little  more 
coal  than  their  summer  demand  called  for,  leav¬ 
ing  them  practically  without  any  stocks  on  hand. 

At  New  York  the  demand  is  only  moderate, 
dealers  only  buying  for  such  daily  needs  as  the 
trade  develops.  No  doubt  more  orders  will  be 
placed  with  shippers  next  month,  as  householders 
return  home  from  vacations  and  buy  for  the  early 
fall  consumption  . 

.Seaboard  Itltuniinous  'J'rade  Is  Quiet. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  bituminous  coal  trade 
continues  quiet  and  business  outside  of  contracts 
is  of  an  uncertain  character.  Some  individual 
producers  report  short  periods  of  improvement, 
which  do  not  continue,  however,  and  the  totals 
show  a  decrease  from  the  amount  of  tonnage 
moved  at  this  time  last  year.  This  is  to  be  ex- 
ixicted,  as  statistics  show  a  considerable  increase 
of  shipments  for  the  first  six  months  of  the  year 
over  those  of  the  corresponding  period  in  1904,  on 
practically  all  the  roads  reaching  tidewater  points. 
Nearly  all  the  coal  going  forward  to  the  far  east 
is  on  contract,  and  any  that  may  be  shipped  on 
the  open  market  does  not  readily  find  a  pur¬ 
chaser.  In  many  instances  demurrage  charges 
accrue  before  it  can  be  sold.  The  one  feature 
favoring  increased  shipments  at  present  is  the 
low  ocean  coastwise  freights,  which  are  not  likely 
to  continue  much  longer.  These  should  induce 
more  business. 

Trade  along  the  sound  is  dull,  though  there  are 
a  few  indications  of  improvement  in  this  terri¬ 
tory  found  in  connection  with  the  low  stocks.  The 


polxy  of  consuming  interests,  apparently,  is  to 
take  on  just  enough  coal  to  keep  their  plants 
going  rather  than  to  accumulate  a  supply  ahead. 

New  Haven  Makeu  Trouble  for  slilppers. 

'1  here  is  some  complaint  by  all-rail  shippers  of 
the  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  not  ac¬ 
cepting  cars  which  are  not  equipped  with  air 
brakes.  This  causes  reconsignment  of  such  cars 
when  they  reach  junction  points  with  the  New 
Haven  road  and  often  creates  difficulty,  as  it  is 
not  an  easy  matter  to  find  a  new  cons'gnee  for 
cars  not  so  equipped  on  other  lines  of  road. 

Some  blame  in  this  connection  attaches  to  the 
originating  main  line  roads,  which  should  know 
what  class  of  equipment  is  required  to  local  points 
and  should  supply  it  to  their  shippers. 

In  New  York  harbor,  trade  is  quiet  and  inclined 
to  be  featureless.  Producers  are  ordering  from 
the  mines  to  tide  merely  the  coal  required  for 
orders  in  hand  or  probable  wants.  This  prevents 
any  quantity  of  coal  accumulating  on  the  open 
market  and  helps  to  steady  it.  Prices  are  un¬ 
changed.  Fair  grades  of  steam  coal  are  available 
at  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  shipping  ports.  The  all-rail 
business  continues  unchanged.  Regular  shipments 
go  forward  and  the  aggregate  tonnage  is  well  up 
to  normal.  Indeed,  this  class  of  trade  appears 
to  be  the  strongest  in  the  market  at  present  and 
prices  are  being  maintained  fairly  well.  The  car 
supply  is  up  to  all  demands  and  with  oversupplies 
of  coal  at  the  shipping  ports  occurring  so  in¬ 
frequently,  the  railroads  are  placing  comparatively 
little  restrictions  on  the  supply  of  cars  at  the 
mines.  Transportation  is  fairly  good,  though  not 
quite  as  fast  as  it  was,  but  nearly  up  to  schedule. 
Nobody  is  complaining,  as  the  lack  of  demand 
with  few  urgent  orders,  a  day  or  two  more  or  less 
in  the  delivery  is  not  of  any  importance  to  either 
party,  the  buyer  or  the  seller.  In  the  coastwise 
vessel  freight  market,  the  larger  craft  are  in  good 
supply,  while  the  medium  and  smaller  vessels  are 
ample  for  present  needs.  Some  of  these  vessels 
qre  engaging  in  other  lines  of  business,  not  be  ng 
able  to  procure  a  sufficiently  remunerative  rate 
on  coal  to  keep  them  employed  without  loss.  We 
quote  current  rates  of  freight  from  Philadelphia 
as  follows :  Boston,  Salem  and  Portland,  G5c ; 
Providence,  New  Bedford  and  the  sound,  50c ; 
Lynn,  75@80c ;  Newburyport,  80c ;  Portsmouth. 
65c;  Bath,  70c;  Saco  and  Gardiner,  90c  and  tow-, 
age;  Bangor,  75c.  New  York  rates  to  around  the 
cape  are  50. cents. 


Market  Mews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  July  27. —  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Market  conditions  here  have  shown  no 
appreciable  change  during  the  week,  except  per¬ 
haps  that  there  has  been  a  flurry  of  activity  in 
lake  shipments.  Coal  has  been  coming  forward 
liberally,  vessel  tonnage  has  been  readily  avail¬ 
able  and  alt  the  companies  have  been  loading 
more  heavily  than  for  some  time.  No  coal  is 
being  added  to  the  stock  piles.  Although  the 
Lackawanna  &  Lehigh  Valley  probably  has  50,- 
(100  tons  here,  it  is  all  on  track  and  will  be  sent 
directly  to  the  vessel  loading  docks,  there  being 
no  other  demand  at  present. 

On  Monday,  according  to  notification  received 
by  its  representatives  here,  all  the  mines  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley  will  be  closed  down  for  a  week, 
for  what  cause  is  not  stated,  and  agents  have 
no  knowledge.  With  no  coal  being  mined  for  a 
full  week,  officials  say  the  stock  on  hand  will  be 
entirely  cleaned  up.  Of  the  other  companies,  the 
Erie  is  said  to  have  75,000  tons  on  hand.  The 
Philadelphia  &  Reading,  which  has  been  doing 
very  little  recently,  has  again  assumed  an  air  of 
activity  and  qu'tc  a  number  of  vessels  are  being 
loaded  from  this  dock.  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc., 
are  also  sending  out  some  boats. 

Of  the  coal  going  up  the  lake,  comparatively 
little  is  being  consigned  to  the  trade,  nearly  all 
cargoes  going  to  the  companies’  own  docks  or 
yards,  from  which  it  will  be  distr  buted  when  the 
activity  of  the  fall  trade  creates  a  demand.  Con¬ 
sumers  are  not  buying  ahead  at  present. 

Henry  M.  Baker  of  Clr'cago,  one  of  the  veteran 


dealers  of  that  city,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Baker, 
was  calling  on  Buffalo  friends  early  in  the  week. 
They  came  down  on  the  steamer  North  West, 
made'a  stop  at  Niagara  Palis,  proceeded  to  To¬ 
ronto  and,  returning,  again  boarded  the  boat  for 
home  on  Wednesday  evening.  Mr.  Baker  is  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  D.  M.  Baker  Coal  Co., 
and  although  not  in  active  business  at  present, 
liis  nephews  being  in  charge,  he  still  retains  a 
pleasant  acquaintance  with  Buffalo  shippers  and 
dealers  and  never  fails  to  pay  them  a  visit  when 
on  an  eastern  trip. 

W.  C.  Blodgett,  for  a  long  time  the  popular 
local  agent  of  the  Ontario  &  Western  in  this  city, 
Init  who  was  sent  to  Oswego  something  over  two 
years  ago,  when  the  big  Walden  avenue-  trestle 
of  the  company  here  was  taken  over  by  the  Le¬ 
high  Valley,  has  been  a  visitor  in  Buffalo  this 
week.  He  is  at  present  sales  agent  for  Dickson 
&  Eddy  at  Oswego. 

Reports  of  a  contemplated  strike  by  the  com¬ 
bined  anthracite  and  bituminous  miners  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  which  have  been  printed  with  flaring 
headlines  in  the  Pittsburg  papers  during  the  past 
week,  are  given  little  credence  by  Buffalo  coal 
men. 

No  Anthracite  Strike  1  in  mediately. 

“It  would  be  the  height  of  folly  for  the  minep 
to  contemplate  a  strike  before  ne.xt  April,”  said 
a  leading  representative.  “The  contract  under 
whicli  they  are  now  working  does  not  expire  until 


that  date,  and  to  violate  their  agreement,  entered 
into  after  long  and  due  consideration,  would  show 
the  anthracite  men  that  conferences  and  agree¬ 
ments  are  simply  a  waste  of  time.  It  is  a  dull 
season  now,  and  it  will  be  fully  three  months 
before  the  market  demand  will  be  of  proportions 
to  take  the  supply.  There  will  be  no  strike,  you 
may  be  sure  of  that.” 

That  the  companies  anticipate  no  trouble  is 
shown  by  the  lack  of  activity  in  the  operating 
departments.  The  Lehigh  Valley,  instead  of 
closing  down  for  a  week,  would  be  putting  in  full 
time  and  enlarging  its  stock  piles  if  it  feared 
a  resumption  of  the  labor  troubles  which  three 
years  ago  caused  such  general  hardship.  While 
there  is  a  spirit  of  satisfaction  expressed  by  the 
operators,  wdth  the  situation,  it  must  be  admitted 
that  a  united  walkout  of  both  the  anthracite  and 
bituminous  miners  would  bring  about  a  most  se¬ 
rious  disorganization  of  trade.  There  has  been 
a  tendency  recently  only  to  mine  sufficient  coal  to 
meet  present  demands,  and  an  abrupt  closing  of 
all  the  mines  would  soon  bring  the  country  to  a 
pitiable  condition  of  famine,  beside  which  the  last 
shortage  would  appear  insignificant.  But  it  is 
not  probable  that  the  miners  are  yet  in  a  position 
to  make  the  fight,  which  would  be  more  deter¬ 
mined  and  bitter  on  the  part  of  the  companies 
than  ever  before,  once  it  were  inaugurated. 

D.  L.  Tuttle.  Buffalo  sales  agent  of  the  Phil¬ 
adelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  has  re¬ 
turned  with  Mrs.  Tuttle  from  the  national  con¬ 
vention  of  the  Epworth  League  at  Denver.  He 
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looks  vastly  benefited  by  his  twenty-day  vacation 
in  the  dry  air  of  the  Rockies. 

S.  Howes  of  the  Consumers’  Coal  &  Ice  Co. 
of  Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  called  on  Buffalo  acquaint¬ 
ances  this  week,  on  his  way  home  from  his  vaca¬ 
tion,  which  was  passed  at  Cape  Cod. 

Cargo  Loading  Was  Above  Normal. 

Figures  taken  from  the  record  of  clearances  in 
the  customs  house  show  that  the  past  week’s 
cargo  loading  was  something  above  normal,  the 
total  being  106,060  tons.  This  amount  was  dis¬ 


tributed  as  follows : 

Port.  Tons. 

Milwaukee  .  31,600 

Kelly  Island  .  400 

Ashland  . ' .  .  7,500 

Chicago  .  26,200 

Duluth  .  15,700 

Superior  .  19,750 

Sturgeon  Bay  .  1,400 

Green  Bay  .  950 

Gladstone  . ■  .2,500 

Sheboygan  .  4, .200 

Sault  Ste.  Mare  .  1,260 

Toledo  .  1,500 

Racine  .  1,400 

Petosky  .  600 

^1#  __ - 

Total  . 106,060 


Local  retailers  are  doing  absolutely  nothing.  It 
is  doubtful  if  there  has  been  a  season  in  recent 
years  when  there  was  a  more  quiet  condition  of 
the  market  in  July.  Discounts  count  for  nothing, 
apparently,  the  small  percentage  of  saving  to  be 
made  by  buying  before  actual  needs  arise,  being- 
considered  too  insignificant  to  warrant  early  order- 
'"S- 

Wisdom  of  government  outlay  in  deepening  the 
Reading  channel  is  shown  in  the  improved  con¬ 
ditions  at  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  docks.  Up 
to  two  years  ago  no  vessel  thought  of  making 
her  own  way  to  the  docks,  and  boats  carrying 
even  moderate  cargoes  were  more  than  likely  to 
go  fast  aground  on  the  bottom  before  reaching 
the  open  lake,  even  when  accompanied  by  one  or 
i-qore  tugs.  Now  that  the  dredging  of  the  chan¬ 
nel  is  completed  no  further  annoyance  is  experi¬ 
enced.  Cargoes  of  7,000  tons  have  been  loaded 
this  season  and  the  vessels  have  got  away  with¬ 
out  accident,  with  only  one  tug.  Vessels  with 
ordinary  loads  make  the  channel  passage  unas¬ 
sisted  and  easily.  No  groundings  are  now  re¬ 
corded. 

Charles  W.  Goodyear,  of  the  Buffalo  &  Susque¬ 
hanna  railroad,  made  the  statement  yesterday  that 
the  new  road  would  surely  be  completed  to  this 
city  not  later  than  July  first,  1906.  The  total 
length  of  the  line  will  be  eighty-five  miles.  When 
completed  it,  with  the  system  to  which  it  belongs 
and-  which  extends  through  Pennsylvania,  will  be 
speedily  recognized  as  one  of  the  prominent  coal 
roads  of  this  section.  In  an  extended  article  on 
the  Goodyear  road  the  Buffalo  Enquirer  of  Tues¬ 
day  says : 

“The  Buffalo  &  Susquehanna  system  will  have 
a  new  branch  line  in  operation  in  Pennsylvania 
about  October  first,  which  will  be  forty  miles 
long. 

“This  new  branch  includes  a  seventeen-mile 
stretch,  for  which  the  Buffalo  &  Susquehanna 
system  has  entered  into  a  trackage  contract  with 
the  Buffalo,  Rochester  &  Pittsburg  railroad. 
By  virtue  of  this  contract  the  Buffalo  &  Susque¬ 
hanna  will  have  the  right  to  operate  its  trains 
over  the  B.,  R.  &  P.  for  the  entire  seventeen 
miles  from  Stanley,  Pa.,  to  Juno,  Pa. 

"The  other  twenty-three  miles  of  the  branch  is 
entirely  new  work,  which  extends  from  Juno  to 
Plumville,  Pa.,  near  which  point  the  Goodyears 
recently  erected  a  monster  coal  tipple  with  a 
capacity  for  handling  1,000  tons  of  coal  an  hour. 
When  asked  the  object  of  constructing  the  branch 
Mr.  Goodyear  stated  that  it  was  to  get  to  their 
coal  fields  in  Indiana  county.” 

In  its  construction  the  promoters  of  the  new 
road  have  met  and  overcome  almost  jjnsurmount- 
able  difficulties.  There  have  been  innumerable 
heavy  bridges  found  necessary,  for  the  route  is 
through  a  rough  stretch  of  country,  but  when 
completed  it  will  give  the  Goodyears  a  direct  out¬ 
let  to  the  lakes  for  their  coal  product  and  also 
to  their  new  pig  iron  furnaces  in  Buffalo,  the 
second  furnace  of  which  was  put  in  blast  last 
week. 

There  is  absolutely  nothing  new  in  the  bitu¬ 
minous  trade  here  this  week.  Promoters  of  the 
Allegheny  valley  consolidation  project  declare  that 


the  matter  is  progressing  favorably,  but  that  there 
is  nothing  new  to  .give  out.  It  is  understood  that 
there  are  still  certain  objectors  to  the  jjroposed 
plan  who  are  delaying  the  consummation  of  the 
combine. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  July  27. —  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — A  deal  was  consummated  during  the  week 
by  which  the  Consolidation  Coal  Q).  adds  to  its 
coal  fleet  the  ocean-going  tug  George's  Creek  and 
barges  B  and  C,  owned  by  the  Black,  Sheridan  & 
Wilson  Co.  The  barges  have  a.  capacity  of  from 
1,700  to  1,800  tons  of  coal,  and  the  whole  equip¬ 
ment  will  be  delivered  to  the  Consolidation  Co.  in 
a  few  days.  Mr.  Van  Lear  Black,  of  the  com¬ 
pany  that  sold  the  equipment,  said  that  the 
change  of  ownershi])  does  not  affect  the  business 
of  the  Black,  Sheridan  &  Wilson  Co. 

With  this  addition  the  Consolidation  Coal  Co. 
increases  the  capacity  of  an  already  large  fleet. 
It  had  previously,  sixteen  barges  of  1,650  tons 
capacity  each,  the  steamer  Mayer  with  1,600  tons 
capacity,  the  steamer  Frostburg  with  900  tons  ca¬ 
pacity,  and  the  ocean-going  tugs  Piedmont,  Cum- 
berland_  and  Savage.  The  Savage  is  equipped 
with  wireless  telegraph,  which  it  uses  to  advan¬ 
tage  in  trips  from  Baltimore  to  New  England 
ports.  The  Consobdation  has  also  been  running 
to  Baltimore  the  steamer  Hector  of  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Coal  Co.-  of  Boston.  This  company  is 
controlled  by  the  Consolidation. 

Total  Coal  Shipments  for  .luiie. 

The  total  shipments  of  coal  from  this  port  dur¬ 
ing  June  by  the  Consolidation  Coal  Co.  and  its 
allied  properties,  the  Somerset  Coal  Co.  and  the 
Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  were  97,488  tons,  or  almost 
,  a  record  for  any  similar  period.  Of  this  tonnage 
the  Consolidation  Coal  Co.  sent  coastwise  44,027 
tons ;  exported  to  the  Philippines  8,561  tons, 
chiefly  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  naval 
vessels  at  Cavite ;  for  harbor  use  17,783  tons  were 
used,  while  the  vessels  coaling  here  took  6,969 
tons.  The  Somerset  Coal  Co.  shipped  coastwise 
7,686  tons ;  for  harbor  use  it  supplied  7, ,2.26  tons, 
and  vessels  coaling  here  took  1,277  tons.  The 
Fairmont  Co.  exported  to  Vera  Cruz  .2,850  tons 
during  the  month. 

The  Somerset  Coal  Co.  has  just  closed  a  con¬ 
tract  with  the  Interborough  Rapid  Transit  Co. 
of  New  York  for  400,000  tons  of  coal.  This  is 
one  of  the  largest  contracts  placed  for  a  long 
time  and  was  secured  through  the  New  York 
agency  of  the  company.  The  coal  is  to  be  deliv¬ 
ered  within  twelve  months.  The  handling  and 
hauling  means  employment  for  a  large  working 
force  and  the  use  of  a  vast  number  of  cars  and 
locomotives.  If  the  coal  were  called  for  in  daily 
deliveries  it  would  mean  over  1,000  tons  for 
each  working  day  in  the  year.  This  would  rep¬ 
resent  about  one-half  a  full  trainload.  The  coal 
will  be  delivered  in  New  York  over  the  Balti¬ 
more  &  Ohio  railroad  and  will  be  taken  from 
the  company’s  mines  at  Somerset,  Pa.  An  aver¬ 
age  trainload  over  this  road  is  about  2,000  tons, 
or  4,480,000  pounds.  Some  of  the  grades  over 
the  mountains  are  very  steep  and  preclude  a  heav¬ 
ier  load,  although  more  can  be  hauled  on  the 
easier  grades  nearer  tidewater.  The  coal  will  be 
taken  in  barges  from  Jersey  City  to  the  com¬ 
pany’s  works  in  New  York. 

Promint  lit  foal  Man  111. 

Jere  H.  Wheelwright,  vice-president  of  the  Con¬ 
solidation  Coal  Co.,  and  prominent  in  both  busi¬ 
ness  and  social  circles  here,  is  at  the  Johns  Hop¬ 
kins  hospital  recovering  from  the  effects  of  an 
operation  for  appendicitis.  Drs.  Bloodgood  and 
Atkinson,  who  are  attending  Mr.  Wheelwright, 
told  your  correspondent  that  their  patient  would 
recover  unless  some  unexpected  complication  set 
in. 

Early  last  Friday  morning  Mr.  Wheelwright 
had  an  attack  of  the  malady  while  at  his  beau¬ 
tiful  suburban  home  in  the  Green  Spring  valley, 
overlooking  Lake  Roland.  Upon  the  diagnosis  of 
appendicitis  Mr.  Wheelwright  insisted  upon  an 
immediate  operation.  He  was  hurried  to  the 
hospital,  where  the  operation  was  performed. 

Mr.  Wheelwright  has  been  in  rather  hard  luck 
recently.  Some  time  ago  he  injured  his  ankle 
while  in  New  York  on  business,  and  was  still 
using  crutches  when  taken  ill  at  his  country  home. 
He  is  one  of  the  most  popular  and  successful 
young  men  of  this  city.  Besides  being  vice¬ 


president  of  the  Consolidation  Coal  Co.  he  occu¬ 
pies  the  same  position  with  the  Somerset  and 
Fairmont  companies,  the  Cumberland  &  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  railroad,  and  is  a  director  in  several  large 
financial  concerns.  He  is  a  member  of  the  ex¬ 
clusive  Maryland  club,  is  passionately  fond  of 
fine  horses,  having  captured  a  number  of  blue 
ribbons  at  the  recent  horse  show  here,  and  is  a 
warm  personal  friend  of  PresMenl  Oscar  G. 
Murray  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad. 

The  Consolidation  Coal  Co.  tug  Savage  is  mak¬ 
ing  constant  use  of  its  wireless  equipment  to  com¬ 
municate  with  home,  both  for  herself  and  for 
sister  vessels.  Last  Thursday  Captain  Dunn,  of 
the  Baker- Whitely  Coal  company’s  tug  Brittania, 
which  was  towing  the  schooner  Rebecca  Palmer 
from  Portland  to  Baltimore,  spoke  the  Savage 
off  Cape  Henry,  outward  bound  with  three  barges, 
and  asked  Captain  Hand  to  report  him  to  the 
wireless  station  at  Cape  Henry.  The  Maritune 
Exchange  at  Baltimore  gave  the  owners  of  the 
coal  here  information  of  the  approach  of  the  Brit¬ 
tania  and  Palmer  three  hours  before  they  reached 
the  capes. 

Local  Coal  Exchange  lncori>orjited. 

Articles  of  incorporation  of  the  Baltimore  Coal 
Exchange  were  filed  last  Friday  in  the  clerk's 
office  of  the  - superior  court  here  by  Martin  Leh- 
mayer,  counsel  for  the  exchange.  The  incor¬ 
porators  are  Messrs.  Bushrod  M.  Watts,  Henry 
(i.  McComas,  Edwin  S.  Brady,  h'dward  Stabler 
Jr.,  William  J.  Chapman  and  Arthur  E.  Poultney. 
I  he  avowed  object  of  the  corporation  is  to  pro¬ 
mote  social  intercourse  among  the  trade  and  to 
unify  the  dealers  in  mercantile  relations  and  af¬ 
fairs.  It  will  be  managed  by  a  board  of  twelve 
directors,  comprising  Messrs.  Bushrod  M.  Watts, 
J.  Southgate  Yeaton,  Henry  von  Beine,  Luther 
P.  Warren,  Gustav  H.  Mashman,  Henry  P.  Hurd, 
William  T.  Conn,  John  F.  Fahey,  J.  Edward 
Waesche,  David  L.  Harrison,  Julius  Hollwig  and 
Joseph  Benjamin.  Mr.  Watts  is  the  president 
of  the  corporation. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the 
E.  D.  Onion  Coal  Co.,  William  G.  Wilson  was 
elected  president  to  succeed  the  late  Mr.  E.  D. 
Onion,  and  William  C.  Kirby  was  elected  secre¬ 
tary-treasurer. 

Announcement  of  charters  to  carry  coal  continue 
quite  brisk,  some  of  those  noted  during  the  week 
just  closed  being:  Schooner  Edwin  R.  Hunt, 
1,005  tons,  Baltimore  to  Savannah,  hO  cents ; 
schooner  Henry  F.  Kreager,  991  tons,  Baltimore 
to  Boston,  75  cents;  steamer  Cambrian  King,  2,.215 
tons,  Baltimore  or  Norfolk  to  Manila,  $4. ,25 ;  Brit¬ 
ish  steamer  Tresco,  1,681  tons,  Baltimore  to  Vera 
Cruz,  private  terms;  steamer  King  Robert,  2,514 
tons,  Baltimore  or  Hampton  Roads  to  Manila, 
$4.00;  steamer  Straits,  of  Dover,  1,904  tons,  Bal¬ 
timore  to  Vera  Cruz,  private  terms;  schooner 
Medford,  1,160  tons,  Baltimore  to  Galveston,  pri¬ 
vate  terms;  schooner  Thomas  S.  Dennison,  1,229 
tons,  coal.  Baltimore  to  Boston,  private  terms; 
British  steamer  Irishbrook,  coal  and  steel  rails, 
Baltimore  to  Vera  Cruz  and  Coatzaocalcos,  pri¬ 
vate  terms. 

The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Ju’y  2H.— (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) —  I'licrc  is  little  new  to  report  in  the 
anthracite  coal  trade  this  week,  as  business  gen¬ 
erally  is  Very  restricted  by  reason  of  climatic 
conditions.  What  business  is  being  transacted 
is  accomplished  in  a  cjuict  way  and  is  mostly  oi 
a  character  requiring  regular  delivery,  tiot  being 
affected  by  the  changes  in  the  seasoti.  .-V  fair 
number  of  orders  continue  to  come  for¬ 
ward,  but  arc  limited  to  certain  sizes  and 
(luantity,  indicating  current  wants  as  being  mere¬ 
ly  of  a  hand-to-mouth  order  in  the  domestic 
trade.  More  attentioti  is  given  to  the  regulation 
of  the  output  at  the  mines  by  the  producing  in¬ 
terests  at  tins  time  than  to  the  soliciting  of  orders, 
apprecitiling  the  restricted  market  and  the  dis- 
inciination  of  buyers  to  take  on  additional  supplies. 
Many  of  the  collieries  are  exiiected  to  close  down 
the  first  week  in  August,  and  those  finding  it  in¬ 
convenient  to  go  idle  during  this  period  will  ar¬ 
range  for  a  later  date,  in  order  to  keep  the  ton 
nage  down  for  the  month  to  actual  nquireinents. 
which  are  estimated  at  about  l.ODO.OOii  ton--.  Ship 
ments  coastwise  to  eastern  ports  are  uoing  for- 
w.'ird  in  a'  regular  way.  and  enough  orders  are 
:ivai!ab!e  for  it  to  emiiloy  mo'-t  .>1  the  bargi  serv 


The  Baltimore  Shipping  Trade. 


34 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


[July  2!) 


ice  IjcIoiiRing  to  llic  companies.  More  stocks  of 
coal  are  also  likely  to  he  placed  in  the  storaRc 
plants  of  that  territory  than  heretofore,  in  order 
to  facilitate  its  delivery  during  the  winter  months, 
and  in  cases  the  storage  capacity  of  these  yards 
may  he  increased.  'The  steam  grades  are  (piiet 
and  show  some  accmmdation  at  the  different 
storage  ])laces,  which  will  he  carried  into  winter 
for  the  increased  consumption  which  then  pre¬ 
vails,  avoiding  a  dearth  of  these  coals  when  the 
preparation  of  them  is  often  difficult  hy  reason  of 
the  frost. 

Little  New  HltiiiiiliioiiH  IluHlneHS. 

In  hituminous  coal  circles  there  is  little  to  re¬ 
port  and  the  market  .seems  to  portray  a  waiting 
condition  at  this  time.  While  a  normal  tonnage 
is  apparently  heing  shijiped  on  the  season’s  husi 
ness,  it  is  attracting  hut  small  attention  and  does 
not  give  the  snap  to  trade  that  new  husiness 
does.  In  instances  where  operators  are  not  con¬ 
tracted  on  their  production  they  are  having  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  keeping  the  mines  going,  owing  to  the 
fact  of  the  reduced  demand  for  coal  recently,  and 
in  conse(|uence  many  of  the  mines  are  being 
closed  down  entirely  or  operated  on  part  time  :is 
recpiired.  Some  evidlenoe  off  improvement  is 
noted  on  line  shipments,  hut  has  not  yet  got 
fully  started,  though  the  opinion  is  that  it  is  the 
heginning  of  better  things.  Any  improvement 
coming  at  this  time  will  certainly  he  appreciated, 
as  the  status  for  several  weeks  past  has  been 
most  tedious  and  trying,  and  everybody  pre¬ 
ferring  to  go  away  rather  than  care  for  the  small 
business  offering.  Prices  are  showing  consid¬ 
erable  stability,  when  the  dullness  is  consid¬ 
ered,  and  vary  little  from  recent  cpiotations.  We 
(|uote  ordinary  grades  of  steam  coal  at  $1.()0@ 
1.1.')  at  the  mines. 

'fransportatioii  is  good  and  cars  are  in  full 
supply.  In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  there  is 
a  fair  supply  of  craft  available  for  all  purposes 
and  rates  are  as  follows :  Boston,  Salem  and 
Portland.  GOc ;  sound  ports,  .'lOc;  Lynn,  75@80c; 
Portsmouth,  (lac ;  Bath,  70c. 

The  Mew  England  Trade. 

Boston,  AIass.,  July  2S.— (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Hot  weather  continues  to  affect  the  hard 
coal  market  in  this  territory,  and  "  its  influ¬ 
ence  in  this  connection  has  been  quite  pronounced 
during  the  week.  That  the  dilatory  demand  will 
continue  until  such  time  as  a  lower  temperature 
shall  prevail  is  generally  conceded  by  the  trade, 
and  it  is  likely  to  extend  the  dull  period  to  the 
closing  of  next  month.  No  one,  however,  is 
urging  delivery  at  present,  realizing  the  inef¬ 
fectiveness  of  such  effort  while  the  consumption 
is  at  a  minimum.  The  reduced  shipments  to  Bos¬ 
ton  via  water  for  the  six  months  of  the  year  are 
appro.ximately  67,001)  tons  below  that  of  a  year 
ago  for  the  same  period.  'Phis  is  accepted  by  the 
selling  interests  as  an  augury  for  an  active  busi¬ 
ness  when  the  tide  turns,  and  preparation  is  be- 
ii.g  made  for  it  to  enable  shipment  to  come  for¬ 
ward  promptly.  Slightly  more  stocks  of  coal  are 
accumulating  at  the  different  storage  plants  along 
the  coast,  which,  however,  is  desirable  by  the. 
companies,  to  allow  a  freer  distribution  of  it  to 
the  retail  trade  at  this  time  and  for  use  to  inland 
points  later  on,  when  transportation  from  the 
mines  may  he  interfered  with  by  inclement 
we.Tther.  All-rail  business  has  as  yet  shown  no 
indication  of  a  revival,  though  stocks  in  this 
class  of  trade  are  not  considered  heavy ;  indeed, 
are  lighter  than  has  been  the  case  in  the  several 
years  past.  At  retail  in  this  city,  which  also  ap¬ 
plies  to  other  towns  in  this  locality,  orders  are  in 
small  supply  and  dealers  are  unable  to  keep  their 
delivery  trucks  going. 

liltuininous  Movement  Is  on  Contract 

Bituminous  coal  is  not  of  particular  interest 
to  consumers  at  this  time,  most  of  the  manu¬ 
facturing  plans  and  users  of  this  product  having 
about  all  the  coal  they  rccpiire  for  present  use 
and  they  are  not  inclined  to  add  to  their  supply 
at  present.  The  larger  users  had  ordered  pretty 
freely  on  their  contracts,  following  the  placing  of 
these  obligations  in  the  spring,  and  with  the  good 
delivery  that  shippers  were  enabled  to  make  upon 
them,  it  is  thought  they  must  have  ample  supplies 
on  hand  to  keep  them  going  for  several  weeks 
more.  The  demand  may  be  improved  at  an 


earlier  date,  by  reason  of  the  low  ocean  freights 
prevailing,  which  is  a  feature  greatly  favoring  buy¬ 
ers  and  amounts  to  about  twenty-five  cents  per 
ton  over  what  the  fall  and  winter  rates  are  likely 
to  be. 

'I'here  is  no  indication  of  any  weakness  in  the 
prices  of  the  standard  jiroducts  through  the  cur¬ 
rent  dullness,  and  circular  figures  maintain, 
which  are  as  follows;  Pocahontas  and  New 
River,  $;i..')0  f.  o.  h.  the  loading  ports;  Georges 
Creek,  $2.7.'')  and  $:!.().')  f.  o.  b.  Baltimore, 

Philadeliihia  and  New  York,  respectively.  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  West  Virginia  coals  can  be  had  at 
about  $2.0()(?i2.1.')  f.  o.  1).  Baltimore  and  $2.2()'a' 
2.20  f.  o.  b.  Philadelphia.  No  effort  is  made  by 
shippers  at  present  to  urge  deliveries,  even  on  con¬ 
tract  business,  permitting  consignetes  to  take 
their  own  time,  as  all  coal  remaining  unshipped 
after  October  first  from  Norfolk  and  Newjiort 
News  takes  the  winter  price  of  $2.00  per  ton, 
an  advance  of  ten  cents. 

'file  vessel  market  is  easy  and  rates  very  low, 
OOfatiac  from  the  lower  ports  and  .’iOc  from  New 
York  are  the  ciuotations. 

Meeting  of  National  Council 

'file  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Council 
of  State  and  Interstate  Retail  Coal  Associations 
was  held  on  Wednesday  of  this  week  at  the  Rus¬ 
sell  house  in  Detroit.  'I'here  were  representatives 
from  seven  of  the  leading  interstate  retail  asso¬ 
ciations  present  at  this  meeting,  'femporary 
officers  were  elected,  it  was  decided  to  make  an 
effort  to  merge  the  National  Council  and  the 
International  Anthracite  Association,  and  a  com¬ 
mittee  was  appointed  to  prepare  rules  for  the 
establishment  of  a  bureau  of  information.  Aside 
from  the  election  of  officers,  action  was  deferred 
on  all  these  matters  pending  the  result  of  a  meet¬ 
ing  to  be  held  in  Buffalo  in  September,  at  which 
representatives  of  the  International  Association 
will  be  asked  to  be  present.  'I'emporary  officers 
only  were  elected,  for  the  reason  that  if  the 
merger  is  completed  at  that  time  it  will  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  elect  officers  who  will  represent  both  or¬ 
ganizations  in  the  consolidated  body. 

At  the  meeting  this  week  the  representatives 
of  the  various  associations  present  were  as  fol¬ 
lows ;  G.  H.  Reeves,  secretary  of  the  Northwest¬ 
ern  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  Alinneapo- 
lis;  R.  E.  Harris,  sefretary  of  the  Iowa  and  Ne¬ 
braska  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  Omaha; 

F.  E.  Lukens,  secretary  of  the  Illinois  and  Wis¬ 
consin  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association.  Chicago; 
Robert  Lake,  president  of  the  Michigan  and  In 
diana  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  Jackson, 
Mich.;  James  T.  Eaman,  secretary  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council,  Detroit;  J.  C.  Hayes,  president 
of  the  Ontario  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  Listo- 
well,  Ontario;  Col.  James  F.  Endress,  president 
of  the  New  York  and  Western  Penn.sylvania  Re¬ 
tail  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  Jamestown,  N.  Y., 
and  C.  A.  Cruikshank,  Hannibal,  Mo.,  and  W. 
Clelland,  Kansas  City,  of  the  Mid-State  Whole¬ 
sale  and  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association. 

The  meeting  was  largely  informal  in  its  char¬ 
acter,  although  the  president,  secretary  and  treas¬ 
urer  submitted  reports  showing  what  was  ac¬ 
complished  during  the  past  year.  The  report  of 
the  treasurer  showed  the  balance  on  hand  to  be 
$242.60  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

F'uture  plans  were  thoroughly  discussed,  and  it 
was  decided  to  continue  the  National  Council 
temporarily  until  the  meeting  in  September  in 
Buffalo.  At  that  time  a  joint  meeting  of  the 
council  and  the  International  Anthracite  Asso¬ 
ciation  will  be  held,  at  which  it  is  thought  that 
a  consolidation  of  the  two  can  be  brought  about, 
which  will  result  in  a  stronger  national  organiza¬ 
tion  and  one  that  can  accomplish  more  for  the 
benefit  of  the  retail  coal  dealer.  The  date  of 
this  joint  meeting  has  not  yet  been  decided  upon, 
but  will  be  announced  after  a  conference  has 
been  held  with  the  officers  of  the  International 
.Association. 

Hureau  of  Inform  itloii  Is  Adopted. 

It  was  definitely  decided  to  adopt  the  bureau 
of  information,  which  has  been  discussed  so 
thoroughly  in  the  annual  conventions  of  the  west¬ 
ern  retail  associations  as  an  adjunct  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council,  although  the  bureau  will  not  begin 
its  work  until  after  tlie  joint  meeting  in  Septem¬ 
ber.  A  committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of 
R.  E.  Harris,  of  Omaha;  F.  E.  Lukens,  of  Chi¬ 


cago,  and  G.  H.  Reeves,  of  Minneapolis,  to  draft 
the  rules  of  procedure  and  plans  for  this  bureau 
of  information.  'I'his  committee  will  submit  i‘s 
report  at  the  Buffalo  meeting,  at  which  it  will 
propose  a  practical  plan  for  the  government  of 
the  bureau  and  to  make  it  a  success. 

G.  H.  Reeves,  secretary  of  the  Northwestern 
Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  of  Minneapolis, 
was  called  upon  to  make  an  address  before  the 
National  Council,  in  which  he  explained  the  phe¬ 
nomenal  growth  of  this  organization.  He  ex¬ 
plained  how  irregular  shipments  were  handled 
in  the  association  and  how  he  dug  out  the  infor¬ 
mation  as  to  shi|)ments  from  the  time  they  left 
the  mine  until  they  arrived  at  final  destination. 

H. e  sai<i  that  when  he  made  the  charge  that  a 
shipper  was  making  irregular  shipments  he  was 
always  ready  with  the  proof  to  back  it  up,  mak¬ 
ing  it  impossible  for  the  shiiiper  to  squirm  out 
of  it.  In  many  instances  he  claimed  that  after  the 
facts  had  been  placed  before  them,  shippers  were 
willing  to  pay  the  dealers  where  they  had  made 
irregular  shipments  a  profit  on  the  coal  which 
had  been  sold  in  that  way,  amounting  to  as  high 
as  fifty  cents  a  ton  in  some  instances.  Mr. 
Reeves  explained  that  he  had  obtained  from  the 
members  a  list  of  every  firm  from  which  they 
bought  coal  and  that  he  found  this  a  valuable 
aid  in  his  work.  Whenever  a  shipping  company 
made  irregular  shipments,  several  other  leading 
retailers  to  whom  he  sold  coal  were  appris.'cl 
of  this  fact  and  the  shipper  soon  heard  from  them 
concerning  it.  'I'his,  he  said,  demonstrated  tlie 
strength  of  the  organization  and  had  had  a  good 
moral  influence.  Mr.  Reeves  outlined  many  im¬ 
portant  points  in  connection  with  the  work  of  the 
association. 

Temporary  Olllcers  Are  Klected. 

The  temporary  election  of  officers  resulted  as 
follows;  President,  Robert  Lake,  Jackson.  Mich.; 
vice-president,  James  F.  Endress,  Jamestown,  N. 
'Y. ;  secretary,  G.  H.  Reeves,  Minneapolis.  Minn.; 
treasurer.  C.  A.  Cruikshank,  Hannibal,  Mo. 

The  meeting  continued  all  day  Wednesday  and 
proved  of  considerable  interest  to  those  who 
were  present. 

V 

Exports  of  Coal  From  U.  S. 

'I'he  exports  of  coal  and  coke  from  the  United 
States  as  reported  by  the  department  of  com¬ 
merce  and  labor,  for  the  five  months  ending  May 
thirty-first,  are  as  follows;  Anthracite,  914,559 
tons,  an  increase  of  134,948  tons  over  the  same 
period  last  year;  bituminous  coal,  2,471,290  tons, 
an  increase  of  325,084  tons  over  the  same  period 
in  1904;  coke,  242,2+8  tons,  a  decrease  of  70,442 
tons,  making  a  total  of  3,628,097  tons  of  coal 
and  coke,  as  compared  with  3,144,507  tons  in 
1904,  a  total  increase  over  the  five  months  of 
last  year  of  460.032  tons.  The  anthracite  coal  to 
Canada  amounted  to  897,068  tons,  as  compared 
with  765,981  tons  last  year,  an  increase  of  128,- 
087  tons.  The  shipments  of  bituminous  to  Can¬ 
ada  were  1,475,842  tons,  an  increase  of  281.534 
tons.  The  imports  into  the  United  States  fur 
the  five  months  W’ere  654,207  tons,  against  702,- 
641  tons  last  year  in  the  corresponding  period. 
Only  2.985  tons  were  classed  as  anthracite,  going 
principally  to  the  Pacific  coast.  Most  of  the  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  imported  outside  of  that  which  comes 
into  Boston  from  Nova  Scotia,  is  from  British 
Columbia  and  is  discharged  at  the  Pacific  ports. 

-v* 

Coal  Tonnage  at  Boston. 

'File  Boston  chamber  of  commerce  reports  tha; 
receipts  of  domestic  anthracite  and  bituminous 
coal  at  Boston,  Mass.,  for  the  month  of  June 
and  since  January  first  this  year,  compared  with 
the  same  periods  the  previous  year,  were;  An¬ 
thracite,  month  of  June,  190,053  tons;  si.x  months, 
i)88.567  tons,  as  compared  with  201,179  tons  and 

I, 055.771  tons  respectively  in  1904.  B  tuminous 
coal  for  June.  292,573  tons;  for  the  half  year. 
1,391,376  tons,  as  agahist  202,612  tons  and  1.167,- 
809  tons  respectively  in  1904,  an  increase  of  bi¬ 
tuminous  coal  of  223..567  tons,  while  anthracite 
shows  a  decrease  of  67,204  tons  from  last  year 
for  the  first  six  months.  Receipts  of  provincial 
coal  for  the  year  to  July  first  were  314,1,89  tons, 
as  compared  with  282,641  tons  for  the  same  pe¬ 
riod  last  year,  an  increase  of  31,548  tons. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


George  H.  Brassette,  New  York  sales  agent  of 
the  Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  took  last  week  off  to 
enjoy  a  change  from  his  office  duties. 

M.  J.  Ramsey,  chief  clerk  to  General  Manager 
Atterbury  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  returned 
the  first  of  the  week  from  a  tour  of  the  Great 
Lakes. 

John  E.  Berwind,  president  of  the  Berwind- 
White  Coal  Mining  Co.  of  New  York,  accom¬ 
panied  by  his'  daughter,  Miss  Julia  Berwind,  is 
now  abroad  touring  Europe. 

M.  Trump,  general  superintendent  of  transpor¬ 
tation  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  is  enjoying 
a  vacation  in  the  Maine  woods.  He  will  return 
about  the  first  of  the  month. 

Charles  Horning,  who  is  salesman  for  the  Sus¬ 
quehanna  Coal  Co.  at  New  York,  spent  several 
days  the  first  of  the  week  visiting  his  family  in 
Connecticut,  where  they  are  residing  for  the  sum¬ 
mer. 

Vice-President  C.  E.  Henderson,  of  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  &  Reading  railway,  left  on  Thursday  last 
for  Easton,  Md.,  his  country  home,  known  as 
“The  Rest,”  to  spepd  several  days  over  Sunday, 
when  he  enjoyed  a  brief  vacation. 

J.  B.  Weir,  of  the  Falling  Rock  Cannel  Coal 
Co.,  New  York,  left  last  week  for  Chicago  and 
the  west  on  a  business  trip.  He  will  also  visit 
the  company’s  mines  in  West  Virginia  before 
his  return  to  the  east,  which  will  be  about  Au¬ 
gust  first. 

H.  N.  Hartwell  &  Son  of  Boston  and  New 

York  have  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  New 

Jersey,  with  state  offices  at  Somerville,  Mr.  Hart¬ 
well’s  home.  The  capital  is  $25,000,  wh  ch  is 

merely  nominal.  The  company  deals  in  both  an¬ 
thracite  and  bituminous  coals. 

Percy  C.  Madeira,  president  of  Madeira,  Hill 
&  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  who  has  been  abroad  for 
six  weeks  enjoying  a  vacation,  returned  home  on 
Tuesday  of  this  week  from  Cherbourg,  via  the 
steamship  Kronprinz  Wilhelm.  He  is  looking 
well  and  enjoyed  his  trip  immensely. 

H.  N.  Hartwell  of  H.  N.  Hartwell  &  Son, 

New  York,  left  for  Boston  on  Monday  of  this 
week  on  a  business  trip  to  remain  for  several 
days.  They  have  the  eastern  sales  agency  of 
the  Smokeless  Fuel  Co.’s  Pocahontas  and  New 
River  coals,  and  are  meeting  with  much  success 
in  placing  this  tonnage. 

The  Consolidation  Coal  Co.  of  New  York  fur¬ 
nished  the  steamship  Roosevelt,  before  its  de¬ 
parture  from  this  city,  with  Georges  Creek  coal, 
to  carry  Commander  Peary  on  his  Arctic  expe¬ 
dition  to  the  north  pole.  It  is  evident  that  in  the 
selection  of  a  fuel  to  be  used  under  conditions 
that  are  so  precarious  the  best  that  could  be  had 
was  wanted. 

The  one  hundred  locomotives  ordered  by  the 
New  York  Central  railroad  are  said  to  be  needed 
as  soon  as  they  can  be  delivered.  Supplementary 
orders  have  been  given  to  expedite  construction 
as  much  as  possible.  The  order  to  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Locomotive  Co.  includes  fifty-five  consoli¬ 
dated  freight  engines,  twenty  Atlantic  type  and 
twenty-five  switch  engines. 

The  Carson  Offerman  Coal  Co.,  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  is  a  new  corporation.  The  directors  of 
the  company  are  Carson  Offerman,  formerly  of 
the  Moquin-Offerman-Wells  Coal  Co.;  A.  J.  Mc¬ 
Collum,  of  A.  G.  &  J.  J.  Collum,  Brooklyn,  and 
John  M.  Zurn,  a  lawyer.  The  company  has  leased 
the  coal  plant  at  the  foot  of  Washington  street, 
Brooklyn,  from  J.  H.  Colyer,  and  is  now  en¬ 
larging  it  preparatory  to  doing  an  increased  busi¬ 
ness. 

George  M.  Norris,  who  has  been  in  the  employ 
of  the  Beech  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  for  over 
four  years,  serving  in  the  various  departments, 
has  been  appointed  by  the  company  as  its  New 
York  sales  agent.  Mr.  Norris  is  one  of  the  pro¬ 
gressive  men  in  the  trade,  who  by  hard  work  and 
ability  during  his  eleven  years  of  service  has 
crowned  his  labors  with  success,  his  present  pro¬ 
motion  Ijeing  a  recognition  of  this  fact.  Starting 
in  business  as  a  stenographer  with  the  old  firm  of 
Alfred  Tucker  &  Co.  in  1894,'  he  soon  pushed  his 
W'ay  to  the  position  of  salesman,  which  he  retained 


until  after  the  organization  of  the  Beech  Creek 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.  in  February  of  1901,  when  he 
became  identified  with  this  company  in  May  of 
that  year,  remaining  with  it  ever  since. 

James  Kerr,  president  of  the  Beech  Creek  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  New  York,  sailed  on  Saturday,  July 
twenty-second,  on  the  steamship  -Philadelphia, 
for  Europe,  where  he  will  remain  until  about 
September  first.  On  arriving  abroad  he  will  meet 
Mrs.  Kerr  at  Paris,  she  having  sailed  at  an 
earlier  date  with  Mrs.  Patton,  widow  of  the  late 
Senator  A.  E.  Patton,  of  Clearfield,  Pa.  Mr. 
Kerr  felt  the  need  of  a  rest,  as  he  seldom  gets 
away  from  his  business  duties,  which  arc  very 
arduous,  necessitating  his  constant  attention. 

It  is  understood  that  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
&  Hartford  railroad  has  planned  to  spend  $22,- 
000,000  upon  the  betterment  of  the  road  within  the 
next  year.  This  expenditure  is  to  include  four- 
tracking,  rebuilding  of  bridges  and  new  equipment. 
The  Poughkeepsie  bridge  is  to  have  early  atten¬ 
tion  and  a  total  of  $1,250,000  is  to  be  spent  on  it. 
The  completion  of  this  work  should  put  the  road 
in  good  shape  to  handle  its  general  freight  traf¬ 
fic,  as  well  as  the  coal  tonnage,  which  is  con¬ 
stantly  increasing,  and  it  is  hoped  will  give  the 
relief  desired  by  shippers. 

L.  N.  Lovell,  senior  member  of  Borden  & 
Lovell,  of  New  York,  spent  last  week  at  West 
Harbor,  Mass.,  where  he  owns  a  summer  cottage. 
His  family  have  now  taken  up  their  residence 
there,  and  Mr.  Lovell  will  spend  a  portion  of  his 
time  each  week  enjoying  a  rest  and  the  cooler 
temperature,  merely  coming  into  the  city  on  such 
days  as  is  necessary  to  perform  his  official  duties. 
Although  he  has  been  in  the  coal  business  for 
oyer  fifty  years,  he  gives  very  close  attention  to 
his  affairs  and  reta'ins  vigor  and  activity  that  is 
not  always  to  be  found  in  younger  mCn. 

E.  B.  Holden,  of  William  Howe  &  Co.,  New 
York,  who  has  been  afflicted  with  chronic  bron¬ 
chitis  for  some  time,  to  get  the  required  rest  and 
change  of  climate,  has  taken  a  cottage  in  Thousand 
Island  park  on  the  St.  Lawrence  river  for  the 
summer  season.  He  will  remain  there  with  his 
family  until  fall.  Mr.  Holden  has  been  identified 
with  the  coal  trade  in  a  large  way  both  at  whole¬ 
sale  and  retail  for  many  years,  and  always  has 
been  a  hard  and  energetic  worker,  rarely  taking 
any  time  for  recreation.  It  is  sincerely  hoped 
by  his  friends  that  his  trip  may  give  him  the 
desired  relief. 

It  was  reported  during  the  week  that  the  Deep¬ 
water  and  Tidewater  railroads  will  have  headquar¬ 
ters  at  Norfolk.  Major  W.  N.  Page,  of  Austed, 
W.  Va.,  is  the  president  of  both  lines,  but  a 
reorganization  will  soon  occur.  These  roads  have 
been  a  mystery  to  railroad  and  coal  men  since 
their  inception,  having  neither  bonds  nor  stock, 
and  although  their  bills  have  been  promptly  paid, 
apparently  there  was  no  bank  account.  The 
Deepwater  road  has  connections  with  the  Chesa¬ 
peake  &  Ohio  at  Loup  Creek,  e.xtending  up  this 
river  about  twenty-five  miles.  It  will  have  com¬ 
pleted  125  miles  by  January  first.  The  Tidewater 
extends  from  Sewell,  W.  Va.,  southeast  and  is 
now  under  construction,  with  the  prospect  of 
having  over  a  hundred  miles  completed  by  the 
first  of  the  year. 

The  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad's  coal  tonnage 
for  the  month  of  May  and  the  eleven  months 
of  the  fiscal  year  to  May  thirty-first  showed  a 
remarkable  increase  over  the  shipments  of  the 
same  period  the  previous  year,  which  reflects  the 
improved  conditions  that  now  prevail  in  the 
smokeless  and  splint  fields.  The  shipments  for 
May  amounted  to  730,515  tons,  including  28,340 
tons  of  coke,  an  increase  of  190,G'83  tons 
of  the  former  and  7,055  tons  of  the  latter 
over  May,  1904.  The  total  shipments  for  -the 
eleven  months  were  7,440,382  tons,  as  compared 
with  5,803,178  tons  in  1904.  Of  this  287,407  tons 
were  coke,  showing  a  net  increase  of  1,583,204 
tons  for  the  eleven  months.  'J'his  is  an  increase 
of  twenty-seven  per  cent.  Deliveries  were  made 
as  follows:  Tidewater  points,  2,900,580  tons,  an 
increase  of  070,314  tons;  eastern  line.  1,109,875 
tons,  an  increase  of  283,4;)9 ;  western,  2,891,170 
tons,  an  increase  of  013,414  tons.  The  production 
originated  in  the  different  fields  as  follows : 
New  River,  4,089,144  tons;  Kanawha,  2,188,547 


tons;  Kentucky,  89,940  tons;  connecting  lir- - 
191,278  tons. 

Several  important  changes  in  two  of  the  de¬ 
partments  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  railn.-id  and  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.  were  announced  follow¬ 
ing  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors,  held  -.n 
Wednesday  of  last  week  at  Philadelphia.  They 
are  effective  on  September  first  and  follow  the 
resignation  of  J.  W.  I’latten,  second  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  railroad  company  and  assistant  to  the 
president  of  the  coal  company,  who  become.- 
vice- president  of  the  United  States  Mortgage  & 
Trust  Co.,  of  New  York.  E.  A.  Albright  is  ap 
pointed  assistant  to  the  president  of  both  com¬ 
panies,  succeeding  Mr.  Flatten.  J.  E.  Schaper- 
kotter  is  appointed  general  solicitor  of  both 
companies,  succeeding  Henry  S.  Drinker,  resigned 
to  accept  the  presidency  of  Lehigh  university. 
L.  D.  Smith  is  elected  assistant  secretary  of  both 
companies  and  apppointed  chief  clerk  to  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  railroad,  succeeding  Mr.  Albright. 
Mr.  Schaperkotter  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Philadelphia  bar  since  1883  and  has  had  active 
experience.  In  1889  he  was  an  assistant  in  the 
legal  department  of  the  railroad  company,  and 
was  appointed  as  real  estate  agent  of  the  coal 
company.  In  June,  1894,  he  was  made  general 
agent  of  the  same  corporation,  both  of  which 
positions  he  now  occupies.  He  will  have  his 
offices  in  New  York.  Mr.  Albright  is  at  present 
chief  clerk  to  President  Thomas  and  assistant 
secretary  in  both  companies.  In  his  new  position  he 
will  remove  from  New  York  to  Philadelphia, 
where  he  wil  have  his  offices,  and  the  general 
auditor,  treasurer  and  secretary  will  .report  to 
him.  Mr.  Smith,  the  youngest  appointee,  has 
been  a  resident  of  Philadelphia  for  three  years, 
but  was  born  in  New  York  and  entered  the  rail¬ 
road  service  under  President  Thomas  when  that 
officer  was  with  the  Erie  railroad.  When  Mr. 
Flatten  came  to  the  Lehigh  Valley  road  he  ap¬ 
pointed  Mr.  Smith  as  his  chief  clerk,  which  posi¬ 
tion  he  has  held  for  the  last  two  years.  In  his 
new  position  he  will  have  offices  in  New  York. 

The  application  for  a  charter  under  the  laws  of 
New  York  state  to  incorporate  the  O’Gara  Coal 
Co.,  with  a  capital  of  $0,000,000,  on  Saturday  last, 
revealed  the  fact  that  several  prominent  coal  men 
in  the  east  were  largely  interested  in  the  deal 
and  had  financed  the  company,  including  the 
banking  house  of  J.  B.  Russell  &  Co.  of  New 
York.  It  appears  that  W.  C.  Brown,  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Big  Four  railroad,  has  been  desirous 
for  sometime  of  increasing  the  coal  tonnage  of 
the  road,  but  upon  investigating  the  coal  fields 
which  promised  a  large  production  he  found  that 
r.  J.  U’Gara  had  preceded  him  and  secured  the 
desired  options.  An  arrangement  was  then  made 
to  finance  the  deal  together  and  the  proposition 
was  presented  to  the  New  York  Central,  which 
was  not  inclined  to  undertake  the  responsibility 
and  referred  it  to  James  Kerr,  president  of  the 
Beech  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  at  New  York. 
Mr.  Kerr,  finding  the  proposition  an  attractive 
one,  presented  it  to  J.  B.  Russell  &  Co.  and  action 
was  immediately  taken  to  investigate  the  prop¬ 
erty.  R.  A.  Schilliiigford,  general  manager  of  tiic 
Clearfield  Bituminous  Coal  Corporation,  was  em¬ 
ployed  to  examine  and  report  on  the  properties, 
which  proved  to  be  as  represented,  and  an  under¬ 
writing  syndicate  was  immediately  formed  by  Mr. 
Kerr  and  his  associates,  opening  books  for  this 
purpose  on  July  twentieth.  I'lie  time  at  their 
disposal  for  closing  the  underwriting  was  very 
short,  Mr.  Kerr  having  previously  arranged  to 
sail  for  Europe  on  July  twenty-second.  In  his 
usual  energetic  way  of  doing  things,  which  is  one 
of  his  strong  characteristics,  he  set  to  work  with 
the  result  that  in  practically  one  day  the  total 
securities  were  oversubscribed.  In  some  in¬ 
stances  he  secured  signatures  without  actual 
knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  subscribers  of 
the  situation,  but  will  enlighten  them  on  his 
return  from  abroad.  The  financing  of  the  U  tiara 
Coal  Co.  will  be  ilone  through  the  bank  of  J.  B. 
Russell  &  Co.  T.  J.  O'Gara  of  U’Gara,  King  & 
Co.,  of  Chicago,  will  be  president  of  the  new  com¬ 
pany;  Walter  B.  Kerr,  treasurer,  and  .\.  B.  Kerr, 
attorney,  with  offices  at  40  Wall  street,  New 
York.  Both  Messrs.  Kerr  are  ^ous  of  J.iiiii  - 
Kerr  of  New  York.  Waller  B.  Kerr  will  he .  ■ 
offices  in  Chicago. 
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Success  in  Retail  Coal  Association  Work. 


I  liavc  been  requested  to  deliver  an  address, 
l)iU  as  that  is  not  in  niy  line  you  will  have  to  put 
up  with  a  simple  story  embodying  the  subject 
title,  "l  lie  Success  of  the  Coal  Dealers’  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska.”  To  begin  with, 

1  will  say  that  once  upon  a  time,  some  two  and  a 
half  years  ago,  it  was  suggested  that  1  should  ac¬ 
cept  the  seciT'taryship  of  the  Jowa  and  Nebraska 
organization,  which  at  that  time  was  far  from 
Ijemg  what  it  should  have  been.  Things  were 
not  going  right,  the  membership  was  becoming 
,ess  and  less,  many  good  members  had  become 
discouraged,  and  omy  those  remained  who  had 
the  faith  strong  within  them  and  were  hoping 
for  better  things  to  come.  1,  myself,  felt  that 
our  association  had  a  future,  and  based  this  feel¬ 
ing  on  the  grounds  that  where  so  great  a  need 
existed  the  only  thing  to  do  was  to  find  a  way 
to  demonstrate  the  usefulness  of  an  organization. 

1  felt  that  the  members  who  had  remained  faith¬ 
ful  to  the  association  were  those  who  had  the 
courage  of  their  convictions,  and  would  fight,  if 
necessary,  i  his  thought  was  the  deciding  vote 
and  1  accepted  the  position  and  went  to  work, 
determined  to  make  a  success  of  the  undertaking. 
It  was  slow  at  first,  but  things  did  move,  and  as 
soon  as  our  people  began  to  realize  that  there 
was  something  doing  tney  got  busy  and  began 
to  help.  Our  membership  began  to  grow,  and 
as  fast  as  we  were  able  we  started  something 
going.  At  first  we  paid  particular  attention  to 
the  stopping  of  irregular  shipments  to  consumers 
and  have  never  lost  sight  ot  this  important  part 
of  our  work.  In  this  work  we  were  materially 
aided  by  all  the  shippers  of  coal  who  were  inter¬ 
ested  in  making  the  coai  business  what  it  ought 
to  be:  respectable,  isuch  shippers  realized  tliat 
unless  the  coal  dealer  was  allowed  to  do  the 
retail  business,  whicli  naturally  belonged  to  him, 
he  could  not  succeed,  and  tliat  if  ne  lost  out 
somebody  else  would  lose  out,  too.  i  hey  saw 
plainly  that  it  was  not  right  to  sell  coal  to  a 
dealer  and  at  the  same  tune  supply  that  deal¬ 
er’s  customers,  ihis  idea  ot  granting  protection 
to  the  retail  coal  dealer  has  now  become  very 
popular,  so  much  so  that  it  is  quite  unlashionable 
in  our  country  for  a  shipper  to  disregard  the 
rights  of  his  customer  or  the  rights  of  his  com¬ 
petitors'  customers.  i  his  work  constantly  has 
been  pushed  and  now,  when  it  becomes  known 
that  a  shipper  disregards  the  business  rights  of 
a  retail  dealer  by  supplying  people  who  have  no 
warrant  to  buy  coal  except  Irom  a  retail  dealer, 
that  shipper  is  regarded  as  a  disgrace  to  his 
class  ana  is  an  object  of  contempt  to  ad  respecta¬ 
ble  coal  people. 

First  Success  That  was  Attained’ 

Our  first  success  prompted  us  to  take  a  wider 
range  in  our  eltorls  to  better  the  conditions  of 
the  retail  trade  and  the  matter  of  short  weights 
attracted  our  attention.  VVe  knew  of  many  in¬ 
stances  where  our  people  were  being  systematic¬ 
ally  robbed  by  and  through  the  workings  of  what 
was  then  known  as  the  VVestern  Weighing  As¬ 
sociation  Agreement,  'ihis  was  an  agreement 
made  in  good  faith  by  the  western  railway  com¬ 
panies  with  mine  operators  and  shippers  of  coal 
whereby  the  mine  weight  was  to  be  accepted 
by  the  railways  as  the  true  weight  of  the  con¬ 
tents  of  the  cars  offered  for  shipment,  and  for 
a  time  it  worked  niceiy,  but  in  the  course  of 
time  carelessness  developed  to  such  an  extent 
that  It  became  an  easy  matter  tor  any  shipper 
to  be  admitted  to  the  order,  and  in  this  indis¬ 
criminate  acceptance  of  members  many  dishonest 
snippers  became  eligible  to  the  benefits,  and  these 
soon  found  that  it  was  possible  to  load  into  each 
car  of  coal  from  one  to  ten  tons  of  air,  and  as 
It  was  impossible  for  a  cynsignee  to  get  a  car 
ot  coal  weighed  when  it  was  protected  by  the 
round  stamp,  there  was  no  danger  of  detection. 
1  he  expense  bill  weight  was  final  and  it  was  safe. 
As  the  expense  bnl  weights  agreed  exactly  with 
the  invoice  weights,  many  retail  coal  dealers  be¬ 
lieved  that  they  were  getting  all  of  the  coal  they 
bought,  but  as  each  succeeding  season  found 
them  poorer  than  they  were  at  the  end  of  the 
preceding  one,  they  could  not  account  for  the 
money  that  should  be  on  hand,  but  was  not. 
Some  dealers  actually  discharged  their  help  in 
the  hope  of  slopping  the  leakage,  and  many  an 


By  R.  E.  Harris,  Secretary. 
Iowa  and  Nebraska  Ass'n. 


honest  man  was  discharged  for  no  other  reason 
than  that  of  the  abuse  of  the  round  agreement 
stamp. 

Work  to  I'liitl  .short  Weight. 

In  seeking  for  a  remedy  we  made  a  mistake 
at  first.  We  applied  to  the  law-making  power  for 
relief,  and  in  our  effort  to  obtain  help  through 
legislation  we  were  brought  into  contact  with  the 
railway  managers  and  found  out  that  we  should 
have  gone  to  them  at  first.  In  explaining  our 
troubles  to  the  general  managers  we  found, 
much  to  our  surprise,  that  they  were  as  anxious 
to  do  right  as  we  were  to  have  them,  and  they 
immediately  set  to  work  to  belter  matters.  Their 
first  step  was  to  do  away  with  the  western 
weighing  agreement  and  then .  to  inaugurate  a 
set  of  rules  which  would  preclude  any  chance  for 
dishonest  shippers  to  cover  rascality  by  railroad 
assistance. 

Old  Arrangements  Were  Over  Turned. 

And,  gentlemen,  this  was  a  stupendous  under¬ 
taking,  as  it  meant  the  overturning  of  methods 
which  had  been  in  use  for  a  long  time  and  the 
introduction  of  usages  new  to  the  business  and 
affecting  the  one  greatest  tonnage  interest  of  all 
railway  lines.  The  first  year  was  not  productive 
of  satisfactory  results  to  either  interest.  We 
had  an  agreement  which  contemplated  the  best 
of  results,  but  the  traffic  managers  of  each  rail¬ 
road  line  attempted  to  construe  the  agreement 
in  a  way  which  would  accomplish  the  desired  end 
with  as  little  change  of  method  as  possible,  con¬ 
sequently  there  was  a  lack  of  unity,  which  very 
often  caused  unpleasant  complications ;  but  we 
kept  at  it,  and  after  many  consultations  we  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  getting  the  lines  of  road  tributary  to 
our  territory,  the  states  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska, 
to  adopt  a  uniform  set  of  rules,  which  becaine 
effective  on  March  first,  this  year,  and  which 
have  so  far  oroved  very  satisfactory  to  all  in¬ 
terests.  These  rules  provide  for  the  issuance  of 
bills  of  lading,  the  weighing  of  coal  at  points  of 
origin  and  at  junction  points  where  shipments 
are  received  from  connecting  lines,  and  for 
weights  at  destination  on  request  of  consignee, 
at  points  where  track  scales  are  available.  At 
points  where  no  track  scales  are  in  use  the  con¬ 
signee  has  the  privilege  of  weighing  the  coal 
himself  and  his  affidavit  is  as  good  as  the  weigh¬ 
er’s  certificate  at  scale  points.  We  have  many 
letters  from  widely  scattered  towns  and  cities, 
showing  the  fact  that  the  change  wrought  out 
by  the  work  of  our  association  has  increased  the 
profits  of  the  coal  business  by  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  dollars.  The  days  of  guess  weights 
are  past  and  gone,  the  coal  is  being  put  into  the 
cars  and  it  gets  to  destination.  Shortages  occur 
occasionally,  but  in  all  cases  where  claims  are 
properly  proved  no  trouble  is  encountered  in 
Having  them  promptly  settled. 

T'lie  Matter  ol  Demurrage. 

The  matter  of  demurrage,  while  not  so  griev¬ 
ous  as  the  weight  trouble,  was  still  a  trouble. 
Many  of  our  people  were  charged  demurrage, 
whicli  accrued  in  a  manner  for  which  they  were 
in  no  wise  to  blame  and  over  which  they  Had  no 
control.  Shipments  were  being  bunched  by  the 
carrying  companies  and  under  the  then  existing 
rules  It  was  impossible  to  obtain  relief.  Uur  as¬ 
sociation  took  the  matter  in  hand  and  by  fql- 
lowing  the  same  tactics  which  brought  relief 
in  ihe  weight  matter  no  trouble  was  experienced 
in  obtaining  a  modification  of  the  rules,  so  that 
now,  when  shipments  are  bunched,  an  allowance 
of  free  time  is  made,  based  on  the  reasonable 
ability  of  the  consignee  to  handle  the  shipments 
and  for  cases  where  a  consignee  feels  that  a  de¬ 
murrage  charge  is  unjust  an  arbitration  board  is 
arranged  for,  this  board  consisting  of  a  repre¬ 
sentation  of  three  interests — our  associalioiq  the 
Lumber  Dealers’  Association,  and  the  Car  Serv¬ 
ice  Association  having  jurisdiction  in  the  terri¬ 


tory  where  the  case  occurs,  and  the  decision  of 
this  board  is  final.  If  the  charge  is  sustained  it 
must  be  paid ;  if  not,  it  is  canceled. 

1  his,  gentlemen,  is  the  story  of  our  success, 
and  wli'en  you  consider  that  all  of  this  has  been 
brought  about  within  the  short  space  of  riiirty 
months,  is  there  any  doubt  as  to  the  efficacy  of 
the  associations?  'I'he  benefits  which  have  ac¬ 
crued  from  the  work  of  our  association  have  not 
been  restricted  in  any  degree.  There  has  been 
no  selfishness.  What  we  have  done  for  ourselves 
has  benefited  every  individual  coal  dealer  in  our 
territory  and  beyond,  and  today  there  is  not  a 
coal  dealer  in  the  western  states  who  is  not  being 
benefited  by  the  work  performed  by  the  Coal 
Dealers’  Association  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska. 

Secret  of  Tliis  success. 

The  secret  of  our  success  lies  in  the  earnest 
support  of  our  members.  1  he  majority  of  tliem 
are  enthusiastic  in  the  work  and  in  the  belief 
that  the  good  of  one  is  the  good  of  all,  a‘'nd  we 
stand  “One  for  all,  and  all  for  one.”  The  key 
to  our  success  is  work;  work  by  the  officers, 
work  by  the  members.  Our  officers  are  ready  and 
willing  at  all  times  to  lay  aside  their  own  affairs 
to  work  for  the.  association.  Our  members  are 
ever  ready  to  act  when  called  upon.  Their  time 
and  their  money  is  at  all  times  subject  to  the 
call  of  the  order.  And  1  am  here  to  tell  you  that 
any  association  will  succeed  if  its  members  give 
it  proper  support  as  our  members  have  done. 
Do  not  think  because  your  dues  have  been  paid 
that  you  have  done  your  part  and  leave  all  the 
rest  to  the  officers.  Your  secretary  necessarily 
is  the  man  at  the  gun ;  you  are  the  men  behind 
the  gun  and  must  support  the  battery;  if  you  do 
not,  '‘The  Johnnys  will  get  you.” 

V 

The  bureau  of  navigation  reports  the  construc¬ 
tion  and  official  numbering  in  the  United  States 
,  during  the  month  of  June  of  141  sail  and  steam 
vessels,  of  37,191  gross  tons.  Also  that  1,054 
sail  and  steam  vessels  of  203,004  gross  tons  were 
built  in  the  United  States  during  the  fiscal  year, 
as  compared  with  1,002  sail  and  steam  vessels  of 
349,573  gross  tons  the  preceding  year. 

V 

There  were  in  use  on  the  railways  of  the 
United  States  at  the  end  of  the  last  fiscal  year, 
for  which  the  interstate  commerce  commission 
has  complete  returns,  500,903  coal  cars  of  a  total 
capacity  of  19,420,000  tons,  or  an  average  of 
thirty-three  tons  each.  To  have  moved  in  a 
single  train  the  coal  output  in  1904  would  have 
required  something  like  10,040,000  cars,  stretching 
over  80,000  miles. 

V 

Vessels  navigating  the  Delaware  river  are 
warned  not  to  run  the  ranges  over  Schooner 
Ledge,  but  to  steer  a  course  either  100  feet  east 
or  100  feet  west  thereof,  until  further  notice, 
because  of  the  dredging  operations  now  being 
conducted  at  that  place  by  the  government.  A 
formal  notice  of  the  danger  to  vessels  steering  a 
straight  course  over  llie  ledge  has  been  sent  to 
the  Maritime  exchange.  Pilots'  association.  Board 
of  Port  Wardens,  Commandant  Craig,  at  League 
Island,  and  the  United  States  lighthouse  in¬ 
spector. 

V 

The  directors  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  rail¬ 
road,  at  a  meeting  held  recently  declared  a  semi¬ 
annual  dividend  of  two  and  one-half  per  cent 
on  the  common  stock,  an  increase  of  one-half 
of  one  per  cent  over  the  previous  dividend. 
Ihis  places  the  common  stock  on  a  five  per 
cent  basis.  The  directors  also  declared  the 
regular  semi-annual  dividend  of  two  per  cent 
on  the  preferred  stock.  The  dividends  on  Balti¬ 
more  &  Ohio  common  have  been  paid  at  the  rate 
of  four  per  cent  since  1901,  but  the  heavy  in¬ 
crease  in  the  road’s  earnings  since  then  has  per¬ 
mitted  the  dividend  rate  to  be  increased  to  the 
figures  aimounced. 
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Western  Retail  ^otes. 

The  Monarch  Elevator  Co.  recently  secured 
the  contract  for  supplying  the  schools  of  that 
city  with  100  tons  of  coal  at  $5.10  a  ton. 

The  Stewart  Elevator  Co.,  of  Osseo,  Minn.,  re¬ 
cently  purchased  the  fuel  business  of  B.  N. 
Meacham  and  will  conduct  it  in  connection  with 
its  grain  business. 

The  Manufacturers  Fuel  Co.,  of  Chicago,  re¬ 
cently  sold  to  the  Peabody  Coal  Co.  its  coal  yard 
and  property  in  Fifty-eighth  place,  the  considera¬ 
tion  being  $40,000. 

The  Mather  Brothers  Co.,  of  Richmond,  Ind., 
has  secured  the  contract  for  supplying  the  public 
school  buildings  of  that  city  with  1,500  tons  of 
Pocahontas  lump  coal  during  the  coming  year. 

Fire  recently  broke  out  in  the  coal  sheds  of 
W.  W.  Cargill  &  Co.  at  Albert  Lea,  Minn.  The 
flames  were  discovered  in  time,  however,  and  ex¬ 
tinguished  before  any  great  damage  was  done. 

Bids  were  recently  opened  at  Springfield,  Ohio, 
for  furnishing  coal  for  the  city  buildings,  but  the 
contract  has  not  yet  been  awarded.  Prices  named 
ranged  from  $3.45  up  to  $3.04  for  Jackson  lump 
coal. 

The  Bergholz  Coal  &  Electric  Light  Co.  was 
recently  organized  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  the  in¬ 
corporators  being  Thomas  E.  George,  S.  M.  Dor- 
rance,  William  E.  Slemitz,  John  G.  Kirk  and 
Lewis  McLain. 

The  contract  for  furnishing  fuel  for  the  county 
buildings  at  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  it  is  expected, 
will  be  awarded  to  the  Crystal  Springs  Water  & 
Fuel  Co.,  which  will  supply  130  tons  of  anthracite 
at  $7.25  per  ton. 

Bids  for  supplying  coal  for  the  county  buildings 
at  Albert  Lea,  Minn.,  were  opened  a  few  days 
ago  and  the  contract  was  awarded  to  the  Min¬ 
nesota  Lumber  Co.,  which  will  furnish  anthracite 
at  $8.40  per  ton. 

Joseph  Ess,  of  Chaska,  Minn.,  recently  se¬ 
cured  the  contract  for  furnishing  100_  tons  of 
coal  to  the  school  buildings  of  that  city.  The 
coal  is  of  the  Youghiogheny  variety  and  the 
price  is  $4.18  per  ton. 

The  Customers’  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incor¬ 
porated  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  $10,000.  The  incorporators  are  Walter 
T.  Moore,  L.  Harris,  John  C.  L.  Pugh,  George 
D.  Harris  and  James  Butler. 

Coal  bids  received  recently  at  Indianapolis,  Ind., 
for  supplying  coal  for  the  school  buildings  of  that 
city,  were  rejected  and  new  bids  advertised  for. 
This  action  was  taken  because  it  was  alleged  that 
none'  of  the  bidders  complied  with  the  specifica¬ 
tions. 

O.  C.  Rowe,  for  several  years  in  partnership 
with  L.  H.  Adams  in  the  coal  business  at  Muncie, 
Ind.,  under  the  firm  name  of  the  Central  Coal 
Co.,  has  sold  his  interest  to  his  partner,  Mr. 
Adams,  who  will  hereafter  conduct  the  business 
alone. 

The  Greenfield  Ice  &  Fuel  Co.was  recently  in¬ 
corporated  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $30,000 
at  Indianapolis,  Ind.  The  directors  for  the  first 
year  are  Thomas  H.  New,  Bryan  A.  Sunderland, 
Elizabeth  H.  New  and  N.  A.  Sunderland.  The 
company  will  engage  in  the  retail  business  at 
Greenfield,  Ind. 

Prosecuting  Attorney  Keeler,  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
declares  his  intention  of  bringing  the  eleven  coal 
dealers  who  were  indicted  under  the  Valentine 
anti-trust  law  to  trial  before  he  leaves  office.  He 
states  that  he  will  see  that  the  trials  are  started 
as  soon  as  possible  following  the  opening  of  court 
in  September. 

The  Waterloo  Ice  &  Fuel  Co.,  Waterloo,  Iowa, 
was  recently  reorganized  with  an  authorized  cap¬ 
ital  of  $18,000.  The  company  will  be  known  as 
the  Crystal  Ice  &  Fuel  Co.  and  the  officers  for  the 
first  year  are  C.  P.  Fedderson,  president;  N. 
Federspiel,  vice-president ;  L.  D.  Miller,  secre¬ 
tary  and  treasurer;  J.  F.  Simpson,  general  man¬ 
ager;  directors,  C.  P.  Fedderson,  N.  Federspiel 
and  L.  D.  Miller. 

The  request  of  the  Indiana  Railroad  Commission 
has  been  granted  and  freight  rates  on  coal  to 
southern  Indiana  points  have  been  reduced.  The 


reduction  is  on  the  Southern  Indiana  railroad  from 
Winslow,  Ind.,  to  points  east  on  that  road  as  far 
as  New  Albany,  and  has  resulted  in  a  flat  rate 
of  forty  cents  to  the  ton  from  English  to  Ekerty, 
Marengo,  Milltown,  DePauw  and  New  Albany. 
The  retailers  in  that  territory  have  been  working 
to  secure  the  reduction. 

William  McBride  was  recently  arrested  at  Chi¬ 
cago,  charged  with  swindling  the  public  and  ob¬ 
taining  money  under  false  pretenses.  He  called 
on  a  number  of  persons,  representing  himself  as 
a  railroad  man,  claiming  that  severaEcars  of  coal 
had  broken  down  in  the  railroad  yards  and  the 
company  thought  it  cheaper  to  sell  the  coal  direct 
from  the  cars  than  to  haul  it  to  retail  yards.  In 
this  way  he  secured  orders  on  winch  he  collected 
a  small  sum  of  money  in  advance.  Of  course,  the 
coal  was  never  delivered. 

V 

Eastern  Retail  ^otes. 

The  coal  office  of  Luther  &  Co.,  Albany,  N.  Y., 
was  recently  entered  by  burglars,  who  secured 
nothing  of  important  value. 

J.  P.  Kinney,  of  Cooperstown,  N.  Y.,  recently 
moved  to  Springfield,  Mass.,  where  he  will  en¬ 
gage  in  the  retail  coal  business. 

The  Daniel  Keogh  Coal  Co.  was  recently  in¬ 
corporated  at  Norwajk,  Conn.,  _  with  an  author¬ 
ized  capital  of  $20,000.  The  incorporators  are 
Daniel  Keogh,  Williaiji  S.  Wilcox  and  John 
Keogh,  of  South  Norwalk. 

The  O’Connor  Coal  &  Supply  Co.  has  been  or¬ 
ganized  at  Hartford,  Conn.  This  is  a  new  com¬ 
pany,  claiming  that  on  account  of  its  being  en¬ 
abled  to  handle  the  coal  economically,  the  product 
will  be  sold  at  retail  at  moderate  prices. 

Seymour  D.  Catcher,  Utica,  N.  Y.,  was  arrested 
a  few  days  ago  in  that  city  charged  with  burning 
bituminous  coal  in  an  apartment  house,  of  which 
he  is  agent,  which  is  in  violation  of  the  city 
ordinance,  prohibiting  the  smoke  nuisance. 

Nelson  D.  Van  Atta,  who  has  been  associated 
for  a  number  of  years  with  the  City  Coal  Co.  at 
Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  has  severed  his  connection 
with  that  company  to  form  a  partnership  with 
Harry  M.  Spencer,  of  Scranton,  and  will  operate 
the  yard  of  the  late  H.  A.  Clark  in  the  former 
city. 

Joseph  Reed  Nangle,  head  of  the  firm  of  J.  R. 
Nangle  &  Co.,  prominent  coal  dealers  at  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  died  in  his  office  in  that  city  very  sud¬ 
denly  last  week  from  the  effects  of  the  extremely 
hot  weather.  During  the  day  he  complained  of 
not  feeling  well  and  late  in  the  afternoon  he  ex¬ 
pired  very  suddenly,  the  excessive  heat  having 
affected  his  heart. 

The  Baltimore  Coal  Exchange  was  recently  in¬ 
corporated  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  for  the  purpose  of 
maintaining  a  social  roganization  for  the  benefit 
of  its  members.  The  directors  for  the  first  year 
are  Bushrod  M.  Watts,  J.  Southgate  Yeaton, 
Henry  G.  von  Heine,  Luther  F.  Warner,  Gustav 
H.  Nachman,  Henry  H.  Head,  William  T.  Conn, 
John  T.  Fahey,  J.  Edward  Waesche,  David  L. 
Harrison,  Julius'  Hellweg  and  Joseph  Benjamin. 
It  has  no  capital  stock. 

V 

Southern  Retail  Notes. 

Coal  merchants  of  Augusta,  Ga.,  have  asked  the 
railroad  commission  of  that  state  to  pass  a  rule 
to  have  all  coal  cars  reweighed  on  demand  of 
the  consignee,  the  latter  to  pay  the  expense  and 
the  commission  to  fix  the  charge  for  such  re¬ 
weighing. 

Bids  received  for  furnishing  coal  for  Fort 
Moultrie,  Ga.,  have  all  been  rejected  as  unsatis¬ 
factory  by  the  war  department.  New  bids  are  be¬ 
ing  advertised  for.  Anthracite  to  the  extent  of 
800,000  pounds  will  be  required  to  supply  this  fort 
next  year. 

A.  T.  Campbell,  a  prominent  coal  and  lumber 
man  of  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  met  with  a  very  seri¬ 
ous  accident  a  few  days  ago  at  McKeesport,  Pa. 
He  was  struck  by  a  Baltimore  &  Ohio  freight 
train,  his  skull  being  fractured  and  it  is  thought 
was  internally  injured.  It  -is  said  there  is  very 
little  chance  of  his  recovery. 


Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 

'I'he  Ideal  Block  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incor¬ 
porated  at  Brazil,  Ind.,  with  an  authorized  capital 
of  $35,000.  The  incor])orators  are  J.  B.  Cum- 
misky,  J.  A.  Curtis,  W.  E.  Baubie  and  F.  A.  Rob¬ 
ertson. 

The  Congo  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  was  incorporated 
recently  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  $10,000.  The  incorporators  are  J.  C. 
Burns,  G.  E.  Walsh,  R.  H.  Game,  R.  J.  O'Dell 
and  C.  A.  Hott. 

The  Burlington  Mining  Co.,  of  Cartcrville,  Ill., 
was  recently  incorporated  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  $30,000.  The  incorporators  are  Asabcl 
Newton,  of  Chicago;  John  'W.  Durby,  Elizabetb 

F.  Durby  and  William  B.  Hill. 

The  Platte  Canon  Fuel  &  Power  Co.  was  re¬ 
cently  incorporated  at  Denver,  Colo.,  with  an 
authorized  capital  of  $500,000.  The  incorporators 
arc  Walter  H.  Tunis,  Luther  W.  Herring,  Frank 

G.  Watrous,  Henry  Apple  and  A.  M.  Herring. 

The  Reynolds-Alaska  Coal  &  Oil  Co.  was  re¬ 
cently  incorporated  at  Seattle,  Wash.,  with  an 
authorized  capital  of  $1,000,000,  the  incorporators 
being  Harry  D.  Reynolds,  Harriet  A.  Reynolds, 
Charles  H.  Kingsbury,  of  New  York ;  Frank 
Wadsworth  and  Eben  Smith,  of  Seattle. 

General  Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Hamilton  Coal  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio,  re¬ 
cently  increased  its  capital  stock  from  $10,000  to 
$50,000. 

The  Mechanicsburg  Coal  Co.,  Mechanicsburg, 
Ill.,  will  shortly  commence  the  work  of  sinking  a 
shaft  on  its  property  at  that  point. 

The  Deer  Creek  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Enterprise, 
Iowa,  recently  suffered  a  great  loss  by  fire,  which 
swept  away  all  of  the  surface  buildings. 

The  Bloomfield  Coal  Co.,  Eldon,  Iowa,  re¬ 
cently  discovered  a  thick  vein  of  coal  at  Carbon. 
The  company  will  sink  a  shaft  and  open  a  mine 
at  once. 

The  Canton  Coal  Co.,  Canton,  Ill.,  recently 
sunk  a  shaft  for  a  new  mine  near  Canton,  which, 
when  completed,  will  represent  an  outlay  of 
about  $25,000. 

The  Kelly  Coal  Co.,  Danville,  Ill.,  has  pur¬ 
chased  the  coal  under  the  Joseph  Wherry  and 
Clara  Brooks  farms  near  Catlin,  Ill.,  the  con¬ 
sideration  being  $15,300. 

The  Hudson  Coal  Co.,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  re¬ 
cently  leased  the  farm  of  W.  H.  Dubendorf  and 
several  other  farms  adjoining  and  will  begin  to 
drill  for  coal  at  once. 

The  Spring  Creek  Coal  Co.,  Lewiston,  Mont., 
is  installing  new  machinery  and  equipping  a 
new  mine  at  its  property  near  Spring  Creek, 
Mont.,  representing  an  expenditure  of  $30,000. 

It  is  rumored  that  a  new  coal  mine  will  be 
opened  at  Carlinville,  Ill.  and  active  develop¬ 
ment  work  will  commence  at  once.  Belleville 
capitalists  are  said  to  be  interested  in  the  enter¬ 
prise. 

It  is  reported  that  a  coal  company  is  being 
formed  at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  to  develop  the  great  bed 
of  bituminous  coal  in  that  district.  The  coal  lies 
104  feet  beneath  the  surface  and  is  of  excellent 
quality. 

The  National  Fuel  Co..  Denver,  Colo.,  is  re¬ 
ported  to  have  purchased  the  Mitchell  mine  in 
Boulder  county,  which  produces  500  tons  of  coal 
a  day.  The  National  Co.  was  organized  last  year 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $150,000. 

The  Stanley  B.  Smith  Coal  &  Dock  Co.,  To¬ 
ledo,  Ohio,  recently  reached  an  understanding 
with  its  striking  coal  handlers  and  the  men  re¬ 
sumed  work,  'i'he  strike  did  not  cause  any  seri¬ 
ous  inconvenience  to  the  company,  as  it  was  of 
short  duration. 

Two  hundred  miners  emiiloycd  by  the  Brace- 
ville  Coal  Co.,  Bracevillc,  III.,  recently  went  out 
on  strike  as  a  result  of  the  alleged  refusal  of  the 
company  to  pay  them  for  clearing  the  passage 
way  to  the  mine,  which  had  caved  in  during  the 
suspension  of  the  mine  pending  the  settlement  of 
the  controversy  as  to  shot-firers. 
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Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  JVotes, 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

The  National  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  in  New  Jersey 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $2,000,000,  and  will  mine  and  deal  in  coal  and 
coke.  The  incorporators  are  W.  H.  Reeves,  Wm.  Bald  and  C.  H.  Strubble, 
all  of  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 

The  Upton  Peat  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Salem,  Mass., 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $50,000.  The  company  will  manufacture  and 
sell  peat  coal.  The  officers  are  Moise  de  Blois,  president  and  treasurer,  and 
Joseph  S.  Doucet,  clerk. 

The  Southern  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Charleston, 
W.  Va.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $12.5.000  for  the  purpose  of  mining  coal 
and  manufacturing  coke.  The  incorporators  are  J.  W.  Miller,  J.  W.  Harvey 
and  A.  J.  Burdette  of  Grafton,  W.  Va.;  T.  D.  Harvey  and  D.  H.  Brown  of 
Independence,  Mo. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Perry  Hill  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Clarksburg,  \V.  Va.,  recently  purchased 
an  extensive  tract  of  coal  land  in  that  field. 

The  McCaffrey  Co.,  Wilkesbarre.  Pa.,  is  sinking  a  shaft  in  the  Shaffer 
tract  in  McCauley  Mountain,  Pa.,  and  has  found  a  three  and  a  half  foot  vein 
of  coal. 

The  fire  which  has  been  raging  in  the  Nottingham  colliery  at  Plymouth, 
Pa.,  for  a  couple  of  weeks,  is  about  extinguished.  The  damage  thus  far  has 
been  slight. 

The  West  Virginia  Coal  Co.,  Morgantown,  W.  Va.,  is  about  to  install 
a  modern  coal  mining  plant  and  will  build  several  hundred  coke  ovens  at 
Kingwood,  W.  Va. 

The  Meyersdale  Coal  Co.,  Meyersdale,  Pa.,  recently  purchased  200  acres 
of  coal  land  near  Listie,  Somerset  county.  Pa.,  and  will  commence  develop¬ 
ment  work  at  once. 

The  collieries  in  the  vicinity  of  Hazelton,  Pa.,  are  sufferiru-  from  a 
drouth,  and  unless  rains  fall  soon  in  sufficient  quantity  the  plants  will  have 
to  close  down  for  lack  of  water. 

The  miners  in  the  collieries  of  the  Hazel  Mountain  Coal  Co.,  nun.bering 
250,  Black  Ridge,  Pa.,  recently  went  on  strike  because  the  compan>,  they 
alleged,  refused  to  pay  union  wages. 

C.  H.  Muercke.  a  Chicago  capitalist,  has  purchased  about  4,000  acres  of 
coal  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Wellsburg,  W.  Va.,  the  purchase  price  being  about 
$50  an  acre  or  $200,000  for  the  entire  tract. 

Representative  James  A.  Hughes  of  Huntington,  W.  Va.,  recently  pur¬ 
chased  a  tract  of  1,700  acres  of  coal  land  and  will  open  up  mines  on  the 
property  as  soon  as  shipping  facilities  are  available. 


The  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  has  completed  the  im¬ 
provements  at  its  Blackwood  colliery  at  a  cost  of  nearly  $1,000,000.  A  large 
breaker  has  been  finished  and  electrical  machinery  installed. 

The  Southern  Fayette  Coke  Co.,  Connellsville,  Pa.,  recently  began  work 
on  the  erection  of  two  coke  plants  on  tracts  recently  purchased  by  the  com¬ 
pany  in  German  township.  This  company  has  just  been  organized. 

The  Lehigh  Valley  railroad  recently  started  work  on  the  new  coal  storage 
yards  of  the  company  which  will  be  built  at  Ransom,  near  Pittston,  Pa.  It 
is  claimed  these  yards  will  be  the  largest  and  best  equipped  in  the  anthracite 
region. 

The  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Pottsville,  Pa.,  is  r^eiving  bids  for  driving 
a  slope  to  a  depth  of  110  feet  in  the  Lykens  Valley  vein  at  its  No.  2  Yorktown 
operation.  A  tunnel  will  also  be  driven  250  feet  in  length  in  a  southerly 
direction. 

A  new  coal  field  is  being  opened  near  Normalville,  Pa.,  by  C.  H.  Brooks, 
A.  G.  C.  Sherbondy  and  Geo.  W.  Campbell  of  that  city.  They  have  25,000 
acres  of  land  under  option  and  development  work,  it  is  believed,  will  begin 
within  a  short  time. 

Coal  shipments  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  railway  have  been  blocked 
at  Pottsville,  Pa.,  for  several  days  on  account  of  the  breaking  down  of  the 
Mahanoy,  Pa.,  plane,  which  hampered  traffic.  Repairs  have  now  been  made 
and  operations  resumed. 

It  is  estimated  that  400  men  are  now  out  on  strike  at  the  Ramsey  coal 
mine  on  the  Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie  railroad  near  Dillonvale,  W.  Va.  The 
principal  cause  of  the  trouble  is  the  discharge  of  petty  mine  officials  who 
were  selected  by  the  men. 

Wilkesbarre  and  Scranton,  Pa.,  capitalists,  it  is  reported,  are  negotiating 
for  the  purchase  of  the  Evans  colliery  at  Beaver  Meadow,  Pa.,  which  was 
recently  abandoned  by  the  A.  S.  VanWickle  estate.  The  colliery  is  owned 
by  the  Reader  estate  of  Easton. 

W.  D.  Zehner,  superintendent  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Co.  at 
Tamaqua,  Pa.,  has  notified  all  colliery  foreman  to  make  a  canvass  of  men  in 
the  employ  of  their  operations  under  twenty  years  of  age  who  are  unable  to 
read  and  write  and  hereafter  no  illiterates  will  be  employed. 

The  properties  of  the  Marine  Coal  Co.,  New  Orleans,  La.,  have  been 
inspected  recently  by  John  Harrison  of  Harrison,  Tidswell  &  Co..  London, 
Eneland,  and  J.  C.  Jung  of  New  Orleans,  with  a  view  of  extending  the 
foreign  trade  of  the  Jutte  interests  through  the  Mediterranean  countries. 

The  Fernwood  colliery  of  the  Erie  Coal  Co.,  near  Yatesville,  Pa.,  was 
thrown  idle  a  few  days  ago,  the  Italian  miners  refusing  to  work.  The  men 
claim  the  company  made  a  number  of  mistakes  in  computing^  their  wages 
recently.  The  matter  is  being  investigated,  and  in  the  meantime  the  men 
continue  on  strike. 

The  South  Fayette  Coke  Co.,  Uniontown.  Pa.,  has  be^n  work  on  the 
erection  of  two  coke  planfs  near  that  city.  One  will  consist  of  eighty  and 
the  other  thirty-two  ovens.  The  officers  of  the  company  are  James  W.  Abra- 
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ham,  president ;  Everhart  Bierer,  vice-president ;  J.  Edgar  Hustead,  secretary ; 
Isaac  W.  Semans,  treasurer.  The  company  owns  sixty-three  acres  of  coal 
land. 

The  Carnegie  Coal  Co.,  Connellsville,  Pa.,  has  absorbed  the  Chartiers 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.  of  that  city,  the  capital  of  the  combined  company  to  be 
$50,000.  The  company  operates  three  mines  and  owns  1,750  acres  of  coal 
land  and  500  acres  of  surface.  The  officers  of  the  merged  company  are  R.  P. 
Burgan,  Carnegie,  president;  J.  T.  M.  Stoneriad,  secretary  and  treasurer, 
and  Geo.  M.  Hosack,  vice-president. 

At  a  recent  directors’  meeting  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  New  York, 
N.  Y.,  L.  D.  Smith  was  elected  assistant  secretary,  with  offices  at  143  Liberty 
street.  New  York  city.  J.  W.  Platten  having  resigned  as  second  vice-presi¬ 
dent,  E.  A.  Albright  was  appointed  as  assistant  to  the  president,  with  offices 
at  228  South  Third  street,  Philadelphia.  J.  F.  Schaperkotter  was  appointed 
general  solicitor  at  New  York,  vice  Henry  S.  Drinker,  resigned. 

A  fierce  fire  is  burning  in  the  Nottingham  colliery  of  the  Lehigh  & 
Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.  at  Plymouth,  Pa.,  having  started  in  the  room  of  a 
miner,  presumably  by  the  ignition  of  a  small  body  of  gas  after  a  fall  of 
rock.  A  force  of  men  has  been  working  to  extinguish  the  fire,  but  not 
much  progress  has  been  made  in  staying  the  flames,  and  it  is  believed  that 
the  part  of  the  mine  in  which  the  fire  is  raging  will  have  to  be  flooded. 

’  The  directors  of  the  Wabash  railroad,  the  West  Side  Belt  railroad  of 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  the  Pittsburg  Terminal  railroad,  which  roads  have  all 
been  consolidated,  met  recently  in  New  York  and  elected  B.  A.  Worthington 
a  director  and  vice-president  in  place  of  J.  W.  Patterson,  who  resigned  in 
June.  W.  G.  Rocke  also  resigned  as  assistant  secretary  and  treasurer,  and 
two  men  have  been  selected  to  fill  this  vacancy,  being  J.  W.  Stigger  and 
William  Bonar,  the  former  to  be  assistant  treasurer  and  the  latter  assistant 
secretary  and  auditor. 

_  The  Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  Shamokin,  Pa.,  has  organized  a  relief  fund, 
which  will  be  in  operation  after  August  first.  A  large  number  of  the  com¬ 
pany’s  employes  have  already  ioined  this  institution,  and  a  great  many  more 
will  be  enrolled  by  the  first  of  next  month.  No  assessments  are  made  until 
the  fund  becomes  so  small  that  they  are  made  necessary.  The  sum  of  $50 
is  allowed  for  the  burial  of  a  miner  who  meets  death  in  the  mines,  and  $3.00 
per  week  is  paid  to  thewidow  for  the  period  of  one  year  and  $1.00  per  week 
pch  for  each  child  under  twelve  years  for  the  period  of  one  year.  Provision 
is  also  made  for  those  who  meet  with  accidents  disabling  them  for  a  week 
or  more.  It  is  hoped  that  the  plan  will  prove  a  great  benefit  to  the  em- 
ployp  of  the  company  and  that  a  large  number  will  make  application  for 
admission. 
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Literary  Notes. 


The  appearance  of  Sterling  Heilig’s  article  on  “Alpine  Climbing  in  Automobiles  ” 
in  the  August  Century,  will  be  almost  coincident  with  the  ending  of  the  contest  for  the 
Cup  of  the  French  Alps,  July  thirty-first.  It  is  a  unique  racing  event.  In  last  year’s 
contest  every  one  began  when  he  pleased,  after  August  eighth,  and  ran  in  the  direction 
he  pleased,  the  eleven  circuits  covering  almost  all  the  Alpine  roads  of  Savoy  and  Dauphine. 
Mr.  Heilig’s  account  of  the  course  and  the  interesting  condition  and  incidents  of  the 
contest  was  written  just  after  he  had  been  over  seven  of  the  eleven  circuits  in  a  sixteen 
horsepower,  four  cylinder  automobile. 


Is  money,  or  the  present  mania  for  amassing  it,  really  an  evil?  Read  two  remark¬ 
able  articles  in  the  August  Everybody’s,  dealing  both  with  the  direct  and  the  indirect 
effects  of  the  money-mania;  they  may  help  you  to  a  conclusion.  A  “miracle  of  millions,’’ 
as  performed  some  half  dozen  years  ago,  in  Boston,  by  the  now  notorious  “New  Englarid 
Gas  &  Coke  Co.’’  (Henry  M.  Whitney  and  H.  H.  Rogers,  leading  spirits),  is  the  amaz¬ 
ing  revelation  reserved  by  Mr.  Lawson  for  this  significant  instalment  of  “Frenzied 
Finance.  With  scrupulous  fidelity  to  detail,  this  fearless  witness  tells  how  certain 
leaders  of  finance,  of  eminent  public  standing,  not  only  defraud  and  deceive  the  public, 

(Continued  on  page  38) 


Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 


New  Southern  Enterprises. 

The  Winn-Martin  Coal  Supply  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $7,000. 

The  Mahoning  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Pulaski,  Ky.,  with 
an  authorized  capital  of  $50,000  for  the  purpose  of  mining  coal. 

The  Broadway  Coal  Mining  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $75,000,  the  object  being  to  mine  coal. 

The  Langhorne  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Ashland,  Ky.,  the 
incorporators  being  John  E.  Hager,  J.  W.  M.  Stewart,  John  S.  Hager,  M.  F. 
Fleming  and  M.  E.  McNeilly. 

The  E.  S.  Bell  Lumber  &  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Bir¬ 
mingham,  _Ala.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $25,000.  E.  S.  Bell,  of  Bir¬ 
mingham,  is  one  of  the  incorporators. 

The  Wm.  H.  Slaughter  Jr.  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  ^10,000.  The  principal  stockholders 
of  the  new  company  are  W.  H.  Slaughter  Jr.,  Helen  Israel,  S.  T.  Slaughter 
and  W.  H.  Semonin. 

The  Star-Cahaba  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at  Birmingham,  Ala., 
and  will  develop  coal  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  Bessemer,  the  company  having 
recently  acquired  5,000  acres  of  good  quality  of  steaming  coal.  The  officers 
of  the  company  are  W.  G.  Robinson,  president;  John  J.  Cahalen,  vice-presi¬ 
dent  and  general  manager,  and  D.  H.  Brown,  secretary  and  treasurer. 

General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 


General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

It  is  reported  that  R.  O.  Campbell  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  will  shortly  purchase 
7,500  acres  of  valuable  coal  land  in  eastern  Tennessee,  which  he  will  develop. 

The  store  of  the  Deanefield  Coal  Co.  at  Deanefield,  Ky.,  was  recently 
destroyed  by  fire,  the  loss  being  about  $9,000.  The  building  was  insured  for 
$6,500. 


The  Blocton-Cahaba  Coal  Co.,  Birmingham,  Ala.,  is  equipping  its  mines 
at  Coleander,  Ala.,  with  electric  machinery.  The  total  cost  of  the  im¬ 
provements  will  be  about  $20,000. 

The  Stearns  Coal  Co.,  Stearns,  Ky.,  is  rapidly  completing  the  extension 
of  its  steam  railway  down  the  South  Fork  river  to  the  mines  recently  opened 
by  the  company.  The  construction  of  this  road  will  cost  $35,000. 

The  Madisonville  Traction  Co..  Madisonville,  Ky.,  is  about  to  build  an 
electric  line  from  that  point  to  Cloverport,  Ky.,  which  will  pass  through 
an  undeveloped  coal  field.  Work  on  the  road  will  be  commenced  at  once. 

H.  Vogel,  president  of  the  Black  Diamond  Coal  Co.  at  Rockdale,  Tex., 
a  very  wealthy  operator  of  that  state,  met  with  death  at  his  mine  a  few 
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days  ago.  He  was  standing  near  the  mouth  of  the  shaft  and  stepped  back¬ 
ward,  falling  a  distance  of  forty-five  feet.  He  remained  in  an  unconscious 
state  for  several  hours,  death  coming  to  him  later. 

The  wages  of  the  coal  miners  in  the  Birmingham,  Ala.,  district  have 
been  reduced  from  5TJ4  cents  per  ton  to  5r>  cents  per  ton,  owing  to  the  reduc- 
t  On  in  the  price  of  pig  iron  during  June.  1  his  reduction  affects  about  5,000 

miners. 

The  Louisville  &  Nashville  railroad  has  made  a  freight  rate  of  sixty  cents 
per  ton  on  steam  coal  from  Altamont,  Pittsburg  and  other  points  in  the 
Jellico  district  of  Kentucky  to  Knoxv.llc,  Tenn.  This  rate  has  been  effective 
only  a  short  time. 

Governor  Cox  and  Prison  Commissioner  Murray,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  are 
making  a  tour  of  the  coal  lands  of  that  state,  traveling  on  horseback.  It 
is  probable  that  purchases  of  new  land  will  be  made  for  the  state  as  a 
result  of  their  trip. 

It  is  reported  that  J.  P.  Hornaday  &  Co.  1108  Traction  building,  Cincin¬ 
nati,  Ohio,  are  negotiating  with  Cincinnati  and  eastern  capitalists  with  a 
view  of  opening  a  large  coal  mine  of  1,000  tons  daily  capacity  in  eastern 
Kentucky.  The  company  is  receiving  estimates  on  machinery. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Northern  Alabama  Coal  Co.,  Birmingham, 
Ala.,  which  was  held  recently  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  F.  D.  Pierce  of  Syracuse 
was  elected  president;  Dr.  E.  B.  Foote  Jr.,  New  York,  was  made  vice- 
president;  E.  J.  Greene,  secretary,  and  M.  A.  Pierce,  treasurer. 

The  mines  in  the  vicinity  of  Summerville,  Cal.,  which  have  been  idle 
for  several  months,  are  about  to  resume  operations.  They  were  closed  down 
on  account  of  the  poor  demand  for  coal,  oil  being  used  as  fuel  to  a  large 
extent.  This  has  proved  unsatisfactory,  however,  and  the  large  manufac¬ 
turing  plants  are  again  commencing  to  use  coal. 

V 

President  Roosevelt  will  address  the  miners  of  the  anthracite  district  of 
Pennsylvania  upon  the  occasion  of  their  meeting  at  Wilkesbarre  on  August 
tenth.  The  three-year  agreement  resulting  from  the  strike  of  1902  will  ex¬ 
pire  next  spring,  and  the  miners  expect  him  to  give  some  good  advice  about 
their  action  in  endeavoring  to  make  a  new  agreement  with  the  operators. 
It  is  deemed  advisable  to  have  the  operators  present,  if  possible,  to  hear 
the  address. 


Literary  ^lotes. 
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but  betray  and  treacherously  injure  their  closest  friends,  merely  to  gratify  the  insatiable 
lust  for  more  and  more  millions.  In  Chicago,  meanwhile,  to  this  same  motive  and  to 
equally  eminent  persons,  there  are  traceable  crimes  precisely  as  infamous.  In  the  pow¬ 
erful  conclusion  of  "The  Createst  Trust  in  the  World,”  Mr.  Charles  Edward  Russell 
shows  the  needless  suffering  inflicted  upon  the  Chicago  poor  by  the  merciless  money¬ 
makers  of  Packingtown;  and  eloquently  urges  the  overthrow  of  the  beef  trust  by  united 
moral  force.  The  integrity  of  the  republic  itself,  Mr.  Russell  believes,  is  at  issue  here. 
But  there  are  regions  where  there  are  no  railroads  or  “rebates,”  where  you  may 
travel  by  sled  in  summer,  or  in  a  high-swung  chair  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  Some 
of  these  are  entertainingly  described  by  the  Rev.  Francis  E.  Clark,  LL.  D.,  in  his 
novel  and  seasonable  illustrated  article,  "How  the  World  Rides.”  This  year  EvenyboJy's  has 
had  unprecedented  success  in  making  its  August  issue  a  "Special  Fiction  Number.”  Its 
most  conspicuous  feature  is  Robert  W.  Chambers’s  admirable  love  story,  "The  Ghost  of 
Chance,”  perhaps  the  best  story  of  the  season.  In  the  second  of  his  series  of  powerful 
New  Zealand  stories,  “In  the  Farthest  Sea,”  G.  B.  Lancaster  well  sustains  his  reputation 
as  “the  new  Kipling.”  In  their  different  excellent  fashions  Mary  Stewart  Cutting  and 
Harvey  J.  O’lliggins  contribute  stories  of  profoundly  moving  sentiment — stories  of  real 
people  of  today:  "The  Heritage”  and  "The  Honeymoon  Flat.”  Joseph  C.  Lincoln, 
the  popular  writer  of  sea  stories,  has  a  characteristic  tale,  “The  Simplicity  of  It”;  “The 
Captain,”  is  an  excellent  story  by  Maximilian  Foster;  and  Kathryn  Jarboe  bas  an  enter¬ 
taining  story,  “Rigo’s  Circus.”  There  is  a  strong  timeliness  in  Hartley  Davis’s  illus¬ 
trated  article,  “In  N'audeville,”  and  the  final  instalment  of  Miss  Martha  Bensley’s 
"Experiences  of  a  Nursery  Governess”  completes  the  issue. 
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General  Review 

Depression  seems  to  be  prevalent  in  all  branches  of  the  coal  in¬ 
dustry  in  nearly  all  of  the  leading  markets  this  week.  This  depression 
is  normal  for  this  season  of  the  year,  however,  and  therefore  is  not  as 
much  of  a  source  of  discouragement  as  it  would  be  if  it  should  occur 
thirty  or  sixty  days  later.  In  the  bituminous  industry  there  are  the 
first  indications  of  a  demand  for  domestic  coal,  where  the  product  is 
used  for  this  purpose.  As  a  consequence  the  producers  of  this  descrip¬ 
tion  of  coal  have  been  carried  away  to  some  extent  by  future  prospects 
and  overproduction  has  been  the  result.  In  other  vmrds,  the  demand 
has  been  estimated  to  be  larger  than  it  really  was  for  this  purpose,  the 
consequence  being  that  all  the  coal  could  not  be  marketed,  prices  have 
crumbled  and  there  has  been  more  or  less  demoralization.  Notwith¬ 
standing  tlijs  outward  manifestation  of  bad  conditions,  the  mere  fact 
that  a  slight  tonnage  is  required  now  for  retail  yards  and  that  there  is 
some  inquiry  from  this  source  is  almost  a  sure  sign  that  the  tide  has 
turned.  With  a  few  days  of  snappy  weather  orders  will  begin  to  come 
in  to  retailers  and  shipping  agents  and  the  season  will  be  on  in  full 
force.  It  should  not  be  gathered  from  this  rather  roseate  view  of  the 
future  that  the  transformation  from  extreme  dullness  and  low  prices 
to  activity  and  substantial  profits  will  occur  in  a  day  or  a  week.  If  it 
comes  inside  of  thirty  to  ninety  days,  and  occurs  gradually,  the  fondest 
hopes  of  those  engaged  in  the  industry  will  be  realized.  But  there 
will  be  a  gi-adual  improvement  from  this  time  onward,  and  that  in 
itself  should  be  a  source  of  encouragement  after  the  experiences  of 
the  past  summer. 

In  looking  at  the  future,  and  that  is  the  source  of  most  inspiration 
at  this  time,  there  is  one  fact  that  should  be  taken  into  consideration 
by  every  shipping  agent  and  producer,  as  well  as  every  retailer  in  the 
business.  Very  little  coal  has  been  stored  during  the  past  three  to  six 
months.  Superficial  indications  denote  that  the  amount  in  storage  on 
August  first  was  less  than  at  any  similar  date  for  five  years  past. 
There  was  far  less  buying  of  coal  the  past  summer  in  the  west  than  there 
was  a  year  ago.  If  less  coal  has  gone  into  storage  and  the  domestic 
requirements  are  to  be  as  heavy  or  heavier  than  they  were  last  winter, 
it  means  increased  burdens  will  be  placed  upon  the  transjiortation  com¬ 
panies  inside  of  the  next  two  or  three  months.  Add  to  the  increased 
coal  tonnage  the  heavy  crop  movement  which  is  certain  to  occur,  and 
there  is  a  well  established  foundation  for  one  of  the  worst  conges¬ 
tions  of  loaded  cars  at  terminal  points  and  more  delays  in  the  move¬ 
ment  of  merchandise  than  has  been  experienced  in  many  years.  Any 
student  of  conditions  can  see  that  there  will  be  many  interruptions 
to  transportation  of  low  grade  freight,  and  that  during  the  early 
part  of  the  fall  some  retailers  and  consumers  of  coal  who  have  not 
been  forehanded  in  taking  in  supplies  will  be  doomed  to  disappoint¬ 
ment  when  they  plan  on  receiving  prompt  shipments. 

The  Black  Diamond  wishes  to  emphasize  the  gravity  of  the 
situation  in  this  respect  at  this  time,  because  it  is  not  too  late  for 
those  who  have  not  supplied  themselves  with  coal  to  take  in  sufficient 
supplies  to  carry  them  over  the  worst  of  the  transportation  demorali¬ 
zation  which  will  ensue.  During  August  coal  and  crop  movement 
will  be  light.  Add  to  this  low  prices  on  the  fuel  product  at  mines 
and  at  distributing  centers,  and  it  can  be  readily  seen  that  dealers 
and  consumers  who  are  hunting  for  bargains  and  for  supplies  of  coal 
to  meet  future  requirements  can  obtain  the  best  of  service  during 
the  next  three  or  four  weeks.  It  is  business,  and  the  best  kind  of 
business,  to  take  advantage  of  these  conditions.  Thirty  days  later 
the  opportunity  will  have  been  lost.  Should  we  have  a  cold  winter  it 
will  be  lost  for  six  months  to  come. 

Some  Accumulation  of  Coal  at«Tlde. 

Reports  from  tidewater  markets  indicate  an  accumulation  of  the 
bituminous  product  this  week.  This  is  particularly  true  in  New 
York  harbor,  where  it  is  assuming  some  proportions,  owing  to  a  lack 
of  the  smaller  craft  available  for  coastwise  shipment,  and  probably 
also  due  to  the  fact  that  factories  are  working  on  part  time  only 
during  the  heated  term.  Prices  have  not  suffered  any  as  yet  in 
consequence  of  this  accumulation  of  coal,  but  a  continuation  of  the 
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surplus  with  the  accession  of  further  shipments  would  have  a  demor¬ 
alizing  influence.  Buffalo  reports  a  slightly  increased  demand  for 
bituminous  coal,  but  prices  at  that  point  comparatively  are  on  a  low 
basis,  and  it  will  require  some  little  time  at  the  present  rate  of  in¬ 
crease  in  the  tonnage  required  before  they  are  on  a  profitable  basis. 

In  the  west  the  demoralization  in  bituminous  has  reached  the 
lowest  point  in  St.  Louis  and  Chicago.  Anticipating  evidently  an 
increased  demand  with  the  advent  of  the  present  month  shipments 
to  these  two  centers  were  unusually  heavy.  As  a  consequence  the 
coal  could  not  all  be  absorbed  and  car  .service  charges  have  accrued 
on  a  large  tonnage  at  both  points. 

Too  Much  Coal  In  tlie  West. 

Shipping  companies  and  producers  are  using  their  best  efforts 
to  get  rid  of  this  coal,  but  in  order  to  move  it  have  named  such  low 
prices  that  much  of  the  tonnage  sold  has  been  at  a  direct  loss  of  from 
a  few  dollars  up  to  ten  dollars  a  car.  Shipments  should  be  withheld 
from  both  points  until  the  markets  have  an  opportunity  to  recover, 
unless  the  producing  companies  desire  to  sell  additional  tonnage  at  a 
loss.  In  connection  with  the  general  market  on  bituminous  coal  at 
these  points  it  may  be  noted  that  screenings  and  fine  coals  do  not 
hold  the  same  strong  position  they  have  the  greater  part  of  the 
summer.  Producing  companies  evidently  are  making  more  lump 
and  egg  coal,  as  a  result  of  which  their  tonnage  of  screenings  is 
increasing  as  it  always  does  at  this  time  of  the  year.  There  is  no 
increased  demand  for  fine  sizes,  the  consequence  being  that  the  whole 
market  has  suffered. 

Probably  the  strongest  bituminous  market  in  the  country  is  at 
Cincinnati,,  where  price's  are  fairly  well  maintained  both  at  wholesale 
and  retail.  This  center  is  adjacent  to  many  large  producing  fields, 
but  evidently  there  is  more  harmony  among  those  engaged  in  the 
production  of  coal,  because  they  seem  to  be  getting  better  prices,  while 
the  cost  of  production  is  not  nearly  as  heavy  as  at  some  other  points. 

Lake  demand  for  bituminous  was  heavy  during  July,  if  the 
shipments  from  the  leading  loading  ports  are  any  indication.  At 
nearly  all  the  Lake  Erie  ports  the  volume  of  tonnage  shipped  shows 
an  increase  over  the  corresponding  month  a  year  ago.  It  is  believed 
that  lake  storage  is  being  well  filled  up,  although  the  movement  to 
the  northwest  which  is  commencing  will  provide  additional  room  as 
the  season  develops. 

The  anthracite  trade  shows  few  important  features  worthy  of 
note.  In  the  east  demand  is  rather  quiet  at  the  moment,  and  it  is 
not  believed  there  will  be  much  improvement  before  the  middle  or 
latter  part  of  the  month.  At  some  of  the  shoalwater  ports  additional 
tonnage  is  being  taken  in  while  rates  are  at  a  low  point  for  ocean 
carriage  and  while  insurance  is  at  the  minimum.  Sliipping  agents 
are  advising  all  eastern  retailers  and  consumers  who  have  storage 
room  available  to  take  in  coal  at  this  time  owing  to  the  lower  figures 
f.  0.  b.  destination  at  which  it  can  be  obtained.  Without  considering 
the  advance  in  the  discount  which  will  occur  on  September  first, 
resulting  in  prices  being  on  the  full  circular  basis,  it  is  estimated 
that  anthracite  which  can  be  delivered  by  water  at  New  England 
points  can  be  bought  at  a  price  twenty-five  cents  lower  than  a  month 
later.  This  is  due  to  the  conditions  of  carriage  and  not  any  lluc- 
tuation  in  the  wholesale  prices. 

In  the  western  trade  business  has  been  very  quiet  since  the 
August  circular  became  elfective.  Dealers  apparently  are  not  taking 
in  coal  at  this  time,  but  prefer  to  wait  until  the  latter  part  of  tlie 
month,  Avhen  demand  from  consumers  will  begin  to  develop.  The 
volume  of  business  the  latter  part  of  July,  however,  was  much  better 
than  was  expected,  and  this  may  be  taken  as  an  indication  of  a  more 
rapid  development  of  activity  the  present  inontli  tlian  is  indicated  by 
the  market  the  past  week.  'J'liere  is  much  “private"’  anthracite  in 
the  west  which  is  being  offered  at  low  prices  wliere  it  is  drawing  car 
service  charges  and  must  l)e  moved  promptly  to  avoid  further  losses, 
^lovement  up  the  great  lakes  during  last  month  was  about  .‘ifMi.onn 
tons  in  excess  of  the  same  j)eriod  a  year  ago. 
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Never  in  the  history  cjf  the  western  coal  trade 
were  the  markets  in  any  worse  sliajie  tlian  at  pres¬ 
ent.  Prices  are  liailly  demoralized  on  practically 
every  f^rade  of  coal  sold  in  the  west,  with  the 
single  exception  of  the  smokeless  product,  which 
is  holding  steady  and  firm.  It  constitutes  the 
only  bright  spot  in  the  situation.  Even  anthr.a- 
citc  in  the  hands  of  jobbers  has  participated  in 
the  demoralized  price  situation,  and  in  some  in¬ 
stances  where  it  is  drawing  car  service  the  pre¬ 
pared  sizes  are  selling  at  figures  twenty  to  thirty 
cents  below  the  circular  basis.  On  Indiana  and 
Illinois  coals  the  market  is  the  worst  ever  known. 
It  is  difficult  to  tell  with  any  precision  what  the 
prevailing  prices  arc.  There  is  so  much  car 
service  coal  available,  which  is  being  sold  at 
ligures  offered  by  buyers,  that  one  sale  is  scarcely 
indicative  of  what  another  may  be.  Even  fine 
coals,  such  as  nut  and  screenings,  which  have 
held  more  or  less  firm  throughout  the  summer, 
arc  accumulating  and  prices  are  demoralized. 
Lump,  egg  and  run-of-mine  are  a  drug  on  the 
market  and  arc  selling  at  figures  so  ridiculously 
low  in  some  instances  that  the  producers  are 
losing  anywhere  from  twenty-five  to  fifty  cents 
a  ton,  or  from  twenty  to  forty  per  cent  of  the  first 
cost  of  production.  Such  conditions  as  these 
spell  ruin,  and  unless  the  market  changes  soon 
producing  companies  without  contracts  or  or¬ 
ders  will  find  that  they  arc  considerably  ahead 
if  they  close  up  shop  for  sixty  or  ninety  days 
until  the  market  can  absorb  the  coal  they  can 
produce.  Evidently  the  withdrawal  of  northwest¬ 
ern  through  rates  on  two  of  the  trunk  lines  is 
restricting  the  territory  in  which  this  all-rail 
coal  can  be  sold,  or  else  production  has  taken 
a  remarkable  jump  in  the  western  fields  and  is 
considerably  in  excess  of  the  power  of  tributary 
markets  to  absorb. 

Almost  a  Congestion  In  (4ilcago. 

From  the  best  information  which  The  Black 
Diamond  can  obtain  the  tonnage  of  coal  at  Chi¬ 
cago  has  shown  a  steady  increase  during  the 
week,  until  at  present  it  amounts  almost  to  a 
congestion.  The  yards  of  both  the  main  north 
and  south  lines  are  said  to  be  filled  with  coal, 
according  to  those  who  have  made  investigation. 
Much  coal  that  was  sold  last  week  and  recon¬ 
signed  from  one  agent  to  the  other  remains  on 
track,  while  additional  supplies  continue  to  reach 
Chicago,  ■  transportation  from  the  mines  at  this 
time  being  very  prompt.  In  view  of  these  condi¬ 
tions,  the  necessity  of  producing  companies  with¬ 
holding  coal  from  the  Chicago  market  until  this 
can  be  cleaned  up  must  be  emphasized.  Some 
lump  product  from  Illinois  has  sold  during  the 
week  at  seventy-five  and  eighty  cents  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine.  At  the  least  calculation,  under  the  most 
favorable  conditions,  it  costs  $1.00  to  $1.10  to 
produce  this  coal,  and  the  difference  amounts  to 
a  direct  loss.  At  this  rate  it  does  not  take  many 
cars  of  coal  to  wipe  out  considerable  capital. 
Producing  companies  must  withhold  shipments 
if  they  wish  to  correct  these  conditions. 

In  the  west  one  of  the  features  of  the  situa¬ 
tion  which  is  causing  a  light  demand  for  do¬ 
mestic  product  is  found  in  connection  with  thresh¬ 
ing.  Farmers  are  so  busy  with  their  harvest  that 
they  do  not  have  the  time  to  come  to  market 
and  buy  coal,  consequently  demand  from  these 
sources  is  very  much  restricted.  'Ihere  is  some 
demand  for  threshing  coal  yet,  but  a  large  part 
of  this  has  been  supplied,  and  the  keen  edge  of 
the  inquiry  is,  therefore,  wearing  off,  although 
most  of  the  producing  companies  have  enough  of 
this  business  to  keep  them  running  for  some 
time. 

Shortage  of  Cars  In  I’ocaliontas  Iteglon. 

The  car  situation  in  West  Virginia  continues 
to  be  a  feature  of  some  importance.  Shipments 
of  smokeless  and  splint  coal  from  the  New  River 
district  over  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad  are 
coming  forward  in  good  time,  but  there  are  de¬ 
lays  in  the  production  and  movement  of  Poca¬ 
hontas  on  the  Norfolk  &  Western  owing  to  the 
lack  of  equipment.  The  situation  in  that  field 
docs  not  seem  to  be  any  more  serious  than  it  was 


last  week,  but  where  producers  have  orders 
which  they  wish  to  fill  promptly  it  is  a  source  of 
annoyance.  Western  equipment  for  movement 
from  the  mines  seems  to  be  plentiful — in  fact,  if 
there  was  a  shortage  it  would  be  to  the  advantage 
of  every  one  in  proportion  to  the  amount  in 
which  it  restricted  tfie  volume  of  available  ton¬ 
nage.  There  continue  to  be  expectations,  how¬ 
ever,  that  car  equipment  will  be  short  during  the 
fall  and  early  winter,  m  view  of  the  prospective 
heavy  crop  movement,  and  dealers  who  can 
guard  against  this  by  taking  in  coal  now,  while 
car  supply  is  iilentiful  and  prices  are  low,  will 
jirolit  later. 

Now  Discount  on  Antliriicltc  Kllectlve. 

In  the  western  anthracite  market  there  are  no 
features  of  importance.  The  volume  of  business 
the  latter  part  of  July,  as  reported  by  the  lead¬ 
ing  shipping  companies,  was  considerably  in  ex¬ 
cess  of  that  the  early  nart  of  the  same  month. 
With  some  of  the  shipping  agents  it  was  .so  much 
larger  than  was  expected  it  has  proved  a  source 
of  encouragement. 

The  new  discount  of  ten  cents  a  ton  from  the 
circular  basis  on  prepared  coals  became  effective 
l  uesday  of  this  week,  on  the  first  of  the  month. 
Wholesale  car-lot  prices  at  leading  western  dis¬ 
tributing  centers,  with  the  ten-cent  discount  de¬ 
ducted,  in  other  words  net  prices,  are  as  fol- 


E.  O.  B. 

E.  O.  B. 
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Size 

Buffalo. 

Chicago. 
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. ..  5.40 

6.40 

6.40 

I'he  full  circular 

basis  will 

continue 

after  Sep- 

tember  first  till  April  first  of  next  year. 

Jobbers  handling  private  coal  in  the  Chicago 
and  other  western  markets  have  accumulated  ton¬ 
nage  which  is  drawing  car  service,  and  as  a  con¬ 
sequence  prices  are  being  sacrificed  in  order  to 
move  it.  Where  car  service  has  accumulated  to 
a  considerable  extent,  coal  has  been  sold  as  low 
as  $6.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  although  the  general 
range  of  prices  is  about  fifteen  to  twenty  cents 
a  ton  below  the  prices  named  above. 

Demand  since  the  new  circular  became  effective 
has  been  quiet  and  a  very  small  tonnage  has  been 
moving.  It  seems  to  be  the  general  impression 
of  sales  agents  that  there  will  not  be  much,  if 
any,  revival  of  business  activity  before  the 
fifteenth  of  the  month,  if  there  is  at  that  time. 
Dealers  then  may  begin  to  take  in  coal,  inasmuch 
as  the  discount  of  ten  cents  a  ton  will  pay  them 
for  unloading  it,  and  they  will  have  a  supply 
on  hand  when  the  consumptive  demand  com¬ 
mences. 

Movement  of  coal  from  the  collieries  to  the 
west  all-rail  holds  up  about  to  normal  point. 
Movement,  lake  and  rail,  to  the  dock  points  seems 
to  be  increasing,  and  from  figures  available  thus 
far  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  tonnage  during  July 
was  greater  than  for  any  previous  month  this 
year. 

Prices  Dow  On  Bituminous  Coals. 

In  the  bituminous  trade  there  has  not  been  a 
recovery  to  any  great  extent  in  eastern  coals. 
An  attempt  was  made  by  some  of  the  larger 
interests  in  the  Flocking  valley  last  week  to  unite 
on  a  price  of  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  lump 
coal.  The  market  at  Chicago  today,  however, 
is  as  ragged  as  it  has  been  at  any  time  on  this 
product,  and  it  will  not  recover  until  demand  is 
more  active  than  at  present.  Then  circular  prices 
can  be  maintained. 

The  smokeless  product  from  West  Virginia 
holds  to  a  firm  basis  at  circular  quotations,  and 
there  are  no  deviations  from  these  on  any  of  the 
coals  sold  in  Chicago,  notwithstanding  the  weak¬ 
ness  which  has  developed  on  other  products.  In  « 
fact,  it  is  (reported  by  some  of  the  sales  agents 
that  they  have  already  accepted  orders  for  Sep- 
temher  and  later  delivery  on  the  basis  of  the  ad¬ 
vance  which  will  occur  at  that  time.  New  River 
coal  is  in  good  supply,  but  shipments  are  largely 
restricted  to  current  requirements,  so  that  there 
is  no  demoralization.  The  tonnage  of  Pocahon¬ 
tas  coal  is  scarcely  sufficient  to  meet  requirements 
at  the  moment,  some  of  the  shipping  companies 


having  more  orders  than  they  can  fill.  Standard 
smokeless  run-of-mine  coal  is  held  on  the  basis 
of  $1.00(?i,1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $:i.05@:{.15 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  There  is  very  little  trading  in 
Pocahontas  lump  and  egg,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
there  is  so  little  available  for  shipment  this 
month.  Screened  sizes  of  New  River  coal  are 
held  firmly  on  the  basis  of  $1.50(2,1.00  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine,  or  $5.55^;i.C5  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Tug  River 
and  thin-vein  coal  are  quoted  at  ‘JO^OSc  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  for  run-of-mine,  or  $2.00$i;3.00  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago. 

Si>llnt  I*rlce»  Not  t^ulte  .So  Dow. 

'I'here  does  not  seem  to  be  quite  as  much  low- 
priced  splint  lump  coal  on  the  Chicago  market  as 
there  was,  although  prices  continue  to  be  somewhat 
ragged  and  the  volume  of  business  coming  in 
from  the  domestic  trade  is  not  large.  Standard 
grades  of  lump  are  held  on  the  basis  of  $1.10@ 
1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $:t.00(^:i.l5  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago  for  inch  and  a  half  product.  Three-inch 
lump  is  quoted  at  $1. 25(^1. .'15  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
or  $:i. 15(^3.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Winifrede  lump 
holds  steady  at  $1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  loaded  in 
box  cars,  or  $3.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

There  has  been  no  improvement  in  the  situa¬ 
tion  as  to  F'airmont  three-quarter  coal  in  the 
west.  I'lie  market  continues  to  be  well  supplied 
and  prices  arc  abnormally  low  for  this  product. 
In  Chicago  quotations  are  on  the  basis  of  $2.05(g 
$2.75  f.  o.  b.,  or  75^650  f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  East 
of  Chicago  this  coal  is  selling  on  the  basis  of 
85c(h,$1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  with  run-of-mine 
held  at  75@90c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine. 

Demand  for  Youghiogheny  coal  continues  very 
quiet,  except  as  to  movement  on  contracts,  which 
is  up  to  normal  for  this  season  of  the  year.  Spot 
coal  is  offered  frequently  at  low  prices  for  three- 
quarter  coal,  particularly  where  car  service  has 
accrued.  The  prevailing  range  of  quotations  at 
present  seems  to  be  ‘.I5c(^$1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mines, 
or  $2.S5(g3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  In  some  extreme 
instances  sales  have  been  made  below  the  mini¬ 
mum  quotations  named. 

Hocking  Prices  Continue  Weak. 

The  Flocking  situation  continues  to  be  a 
source  of  more  or  less  apprehension  to  the  pro¬ 
ducers  of  this  coal,  owing  to  the  low  range  of 
prices  which  prevails.  ,A.n  attempt  was  made 
last  week  to  institute  a  price  of  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  for  lump  coal,  beginning  .\ugust  first,  but 
the  requirements  of  the  trade  were  so  light  and 
so  much  coal  is  being  produced  that  these  quota¬ 
tions  have  not  been  wholly  observed.  Spot 
Hocking  is  selling  in  the  Chicago  market  this 
week  at  $1.10(gl.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.75 
@3.00.  In  one  or  two  instances  sales  have  been 
made  below  these  minimum  figures. 

In  western  coals  the  entire  list  is  weak  and 
prices  cover  a  wide  range,  depending  on  whether 
the  coal  offered  is  under  demurrage  charges  or 
is  being  sold  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  future  ship¬ 
ment.  Prices  on  the  latter  product  are  much 
higher  than  the  former. 

Carterville  outside  of  Chicago  is  being  offered 
on  the  basis  of  $1.15@D50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  al¬ 
though  the  volume  of  business  comparatively  is 
light.  In  Chicago  prices  are  very  weak,  rang¬ 
ing  from  75c@$1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  There  has 
been  much  demurrage  coal  on  track,  and  this  has 
been  sacrificed  at  any  old  price  to  move  it.  It 
does  not  seem  to  be  cleaned  up  yet.  and  until  it 
is  prices  will  be  on  a  low  basis  locally.  Three- 
inch  Carterville  screenings  are  held  at  5()@60c 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.50@1.60  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Washed  coals  sold  in  Chicago  are  not  adhering 
very  closely  to  the  circular  basis,  but  can  be 
picked  up  at  prices  twenty-five  cents  below  up 
to  the  full  circular,  according  to  quality  and 
whether  or  not  the  product  is  drawing  demur- 
rage. 

Western  Bltuailnouj  ConD  are  We.ik. 

Sullivan  county  No.  6  coal,  from  the  Indiana 
fields,  rules  weak  on  spot  product  drawing  car 
service.  Three  to  six-inch  lump  is  held  on  the 
basis  of  $1.10@D50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.90 
@2.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  the  latter  figure  being 
obtained  on  some  shipments  to  outside  points. 
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Egg  coal  from  the  same  field  is  held  at  $1.00@ 
1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.80@2.15  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago.  Rim-of-mine  is  weak  and  ragged  in  price. 
Quotations  are  80c@$1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 
$1.00@1.80  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Some  demurrage 
coal  has  sold  below  the  minimum  where  it  must 
be  moved  promptly.  Greene  county  coal  rules 
on  about  the  same  general  basis  as  No.  6,  in 
some  instances  the  minimum  prices  being  lower. 
Screenings  over  an  inch  and  a  quarter  screen  are 
held  at  50@65c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.30@1.45 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

In  the  Springfield  list  there  has  been  almost 
complete  demoralization  as  to  prices.  Lump  is 
quoted  at  90c@1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.65 
(q)2.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  for  the  domestic  product. 
Inch  and  a  quarter  lump  for  fueling  purposes  has 


shown  the  weakest  tendency,  one  lot  being  of¬ 
fered  at  $1.50@1.55  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  this  coal 
being  brought  in  on  a'  rate  of  seventy-five  cents  a 
ton.  General  quotations,  however,  are  on  the 
basis  of  $1.()()@1.15  f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  For  the 
present  the  demurrage  coal  referred  to  seems  to 
be  absorbing  most  attention  and  is  largely  domi¬ 
nating  the  market.  In  consequence  of  the  low 
price  on  lump,  run-of-mine  is  weak  and  is  quoted 
on  the  basis  of  70(^^90c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 

$1.45(^1.60  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Screenings  rule  at 
40(@50c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.15@1.25  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago. 

Clinton  lump  coal  seems  to  be  fairly  steady, 

owing  to  light  offerings  in  the  open  market,  on 

the  basis  of  $1.05(r?1.20  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 

$1.75(®1.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  for  fueling  coal.  Kun- 


of-mine  is  weak  and  prices  are  low  on  the  basis 
of  80c(fi$1.0()  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $l..50(fj  1.70 
f.  o.  I).  Chicago.  Most  of  the  screenings  from 
this  district  are  under  contract  and  for  that  rea¬ 
son  they  are  not  an  important  factor.  Wabash 
screenings  sold  in  the  Chicago  market  have  been 
on  the  basis  of  $I.I5(^  1.25  f.  o.  b.  this  city. 
Kno.\  county  inch  and  a  quarter  have  sold  at  $1.20 
(??1.30  f.  o.  b.  Chieago. 

'I'he  coke  trade  is  (|uiet,  without  important 
change  in  the  range  of  cpioted  prices.  Volume 
of  business  in  the  foundry  trade  is  quiet  at  this 
season  of  the  year.  (Juotations  on  seventy-two 
hour  foundry  coke  are  on  the  basis  of  $2.25(^ 

2.50  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens,  or  $4.90^,5.15  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Gas-house  coke  rules  steady  at  $3. 40(1^ 

3.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 


Market  Conditions  and  Trade  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 
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Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  August  3. 

The  feature  of  this  market  this  week  is  the 
news  from  headwaters  that  an  unexpected  rise 
in  the  rivers  is  bringing  down  to  this  market 
and  to  Louisville  about  8,000,000  bushels  of  coal. 
Just  how  this  will  be  divided  remains  to  be  seen, 
but  it  is  more  than  likely  that  5,000,000  bushels 
of  the  amount  will  be  left  here,  while  the  re¬ 
maining  3,000,000  bushels  will  be  taken  to  Louis¬ 
ville.  There  is  no  likelihood  of  enough  water 
for  the  boats  to  go  farther  south,  so  the  entire 
shipment  from  Pittsburg  will  be  added  to  the 
stocks  afloat  here  and  at  Louisville.  To  this 
tonnage  will  be  added,  before  another  week,  an¬ 
other  shipment  from  the  Kanawha  river,  aggre¬ 
gating  nearly  2,000,000  bushels,  which  will  nearly 
all  stop  here.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  stocks 
of  river  coal,  which  up  to  this  time  this  year 
have  been  considerably  below  normal,  will  be 
added  to  to  such  an  extent  that  there  will  be 
fully  as  much  coal  afloat  as  there  usually  is  at 
this  time  of  year,  and  the  river  people  will  have 
plain  sailing  in  their  business. 

The  large  receipts  are  not  expected  to  affect 
the  river  market  so  far  as  prices  are  concerned. 
There  are  now  so  few  outside  or  independent 
buyers  here  that  they  cut  little  figure  in  the  mar¬ 
ket.  Most  of  the  coal  brought  here  by  river  is 
sold  at  retail  by  the  same  concerns  that  produce 
it  and  market  it.  The  quotations  on  river  coal 
are  firm  at  7(g7i/^  cents  a  bushel  for  Pittsburg 
and  Kanawha  lump,  with  one  or  two  varieties  of 
Kanawha  lump  selling  at  8  cents  a  bushel.  Nut 
and  slack  range  from  414  cents  a  bushel  for  Ohio 
river  and  Kanawha  to  5^4  cents  for  Pittsburg  and 
one  or  two  kinds  of  Kanawha.  These  prices  are 
for  coal  afloat  in  barges. 

General  Market  Is  Very  Satisfactory. 

The  general  coal  market  remains  in  the  same 
satisfactory  condition  that  it  has  been  in  for  sev¬ 
eral  weeks.  Some  of  the  producers  of  splint  and 
steam  coal  have  been  complaining  a  little  that 
they  are  not  getting  their  full  share  of  the  ap¬ 
parent  prosperity  that  characterizes  the  market, 
but  the  majority  report  trade  as  picking  up  nicely, 
and  that  the  market  as  a  whole  is  on  a  most 
satisfactory  basis. 

i'he  smokeless  situation  is  as  intense  as  ever. 
Literally  scores  of  orders  for  smokeless  coal  have 
been  turned  down  during  the  past  two  or  three 
weeks,  and  large  numbers  of  dealers,  both  large 
and  small,  are  still  sending  them  in,  expecting 
to  have  them  accepted  on  the  present  price  basis, 
pretending  not  to  know  the  real  state  of  the 
market.  As  already  noted  in  this  report,  prices 
for  both  Pocahontas  and  New  River  lump  and 
egg  for  delivery  after  September  first  have  been 
discounted,  and  instead  of  being  $1.75  a  ton  at 
the  mines  will  be  a  minimum  of  $1.85,  with  most 
of  the  selling  agencies  holding  for  $2.00.  Of 
course,  all  of  the  producers,  with  one  or  two  ex¬ 
ceptions,  are  sold  up  to  or  beyond  the  first  of 
September,  so  that  any  dealer  who  has  not  had 
his  orders  accepted  sees  two-dollar  smokeless 
coal  staring  him  in  the  face.  There  is  a  fair 
demand  for  smokeless  nut  and  slack  at  ninety 
cents,  and  run-of-mine  at  $1.00<fTl.l()  at  the  mines, 
but  the  great  rush  is  for  smokeless  lump  and 

egg- 


The  prediction  made  in  this  department  last 
week  that  the  retail  price  of  smokeless  coal  would 
be  advanced  here  came  true  to  the  letter,  as 
notices  were  sent  out  August  first  by  those  deal¬ 
ers  who  sell  this  grade  of  fuel  than  an  advance 
of  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  had  been  made,  making 
the  retail  price  $3.75  a  ton  for  deliveries  in  the 
downtown  part  of  the  city  and  $4.00  on  the 
hilltops  and  other  suburbs.  These  prices  will 
likely  advance  another  quarter  of  a  dollar  on 
September  first. 

Other  retail  prices  are  unchanged,  Pittsburg, 
Kanawha,  Fairmont  and  Thacker  lump  being 
$3.25  a  ton  delivered,  anthracite  $7.25  and  gas 
coke  \)@\0  cents  a  bushel.  Steam  nut  and  slack  is 
worth  $1.75(S;2.25  a  ton  delivered,  and  steam  run- 
of-mine  $2.15@2.50. 

Coke  Is  In  Good  Demand. 

Coke  is  still  in  good  demand,  and  a  number 
of  sales  were  made  during  the  week  at  $2.25(g 

2.50  a  ton  at  the  ovens,  the  average  price  for 
quick  deliveries  on  furnace  coke.  Foundry  coke 
showed  greater  strength  this  week  than  it  has  for 
many  weeks,  but  prices  on  foundry  have  not  been 
above  $2.25(^2.50  at  the  ovens.  The  contract 
price  of  coke  is  also  advancing,  but  is  still  con¬ 
siderably  below  the  figures  for  immediate  de¬ 
liveries. 

The  car  supply  throughout  the  various  districts 
of  which  Cincinnati  may  be  said  to  be  the  cen¬ 
ter  has  been  considerably  improved  this  week. 
Only  here  and  there  are  loud  complaints  heard. 
The  car  supply  of  the  New  River  district  for 
shipments  west  has  been  very  much  better  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  few  days. 

Alleges  Violation  of  Swltclilng  Cliarges. 

E.  E.  Williamson,  commissioner  for  the  Re¬ 
ceivers’  and  Shippers’  Association  of  Cincinnati, 
filed  an  amended  petition  this  week  with  Rail¬ 
road  Commissioner  Morris,  of  Ohio,  in  the  case 
against  the  Baltimore  &  Oliio  Southwestern  rail¬ 
way,  charged  with  discriminating  in  switching 
rates  on  coal. 

The  petition  states  that  the  specific  denial  on 
the  part  of  the  Balitmore  &  Ohio  Southwestern 
railroad  does  not  satisfactorily  adjust  the  dif¬ 
ferences.  Since  the  receipt  of  the  response  of 
the  company  it  does  not  reveal  the  fact  that  there 
have  been  any  changes  made  in  the  switching 
rates  on  coal.  Request  is,  therefore,  made  that 
the  only  way  in  which  the  differences  can  possi¬ 
bly  be  adjusted  is  to  submit  them  for  an  open 
hearing  before  the  commissioner  in  order  that 
the  facts  on  both  sides  may  be  developed. 

Among  the  violations,  of  which  there  are  many, 
and  of  which  this  is  a  fair  sample,  is  the  first 
specific  charge.  It  shows  that  for  switching  coal 
from  the  elevators  of  the  Campbell’s  Creek  Coal 
Co.,  the  Queen  City  Coal  Co.,  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Co.,  the  Trum  Coal  Co.  and  the  llinsch 
Coal  &  (3oke  Co.  for  delivery  to  the  Cleveland 
division  of  the  Big  Four  railway,  a  distance  of 
less  than  one-half  mile,  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
Southwestern  company  is  asscising  switching 
charges  of  eight  cents  iicr  ton,  with  a  minimum 
of  $2.00  a  car;  while  the  legal  rate  for  switch¬ 
ing  one-half  mile  or  less,  as  per  section  3.341  of 
the  Ohio  revised  statutes,  is  $1.00  per  car.  h'or 
switching  coal  from  the  elevators  of  the  Consoli¬ 


dated  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  for  delivery  to  the 
Cleveland  division  of  the  Big  Four  railway,  a 
distance  of  more  than  one-half  mile,  but  less 
than  two  and  one-half  miles,  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  Southwestern  railroad  is  assessing  a  switch¬ 
ing  charge  of  eight  cents  per  ton,  with  a  mini¬ 
mum  of  $2.00  per  car,  while  the  legal  rate  for 
switching  a  car  over  one-half  mile  but  less  than 
two  and  one-half  miles  is  but  $1.50  per  car. 

In  all  there  are  seven  specific  charges  dwelling 
upon  switching  charges  made  by  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  Southwestern  for  delivery  of  loaded  cars 
to  the  various  other  railroads  of  Cincinnati,  all 
of  which  the  amended  petition  claims  is  charged 
for  in  excess  of  the  legal  rate.  The  petitioners 
claim  that  although  the  company  in  its  answer 
denies  that  it  is  violating  section  3366,  Ohio  re¬ 
vised  statutes,  they  have  not  been  advised  of  any 
change  in  the  switching  rates  on  coal,  nor  have 
they  been  furnished  with  any  new  tariff  sheets. 

In  conclusion  the  petition  says  that  the  defend¬ 
ant  company  does  not  disclose  the  special  switch¬ 
ing  charges  referred  to.  It  has  not  published 
them,  nor  has  it  caused  them  to  be  conspicuously 
posted.  While  in  its  printed  tariffs  it  makes  direct 
mention  of  special  switching  charges,  it  leaves 
the  public  in  ignorance  as  to  what  they  are. 

Xew8  Notes  anti  I'ersonals. 

A.  R.  Budd,  a  prominent  independent  Pittsburg 
producer  of  river  coal,  is  here  looking  after  his 
steamboats. 

F.  J.  Straub,  of  F.  J.  Straub  &  Co.,  Hamilton, 
Ohio,  was  here  this  week  placing  some  nice  or¬ 
ders  for  his  winter’s  supply  of  coal. 

William  Marmet,  president  of  the  Marmet  Coal 
Co.,  is  spending  his  vacation  at  Lake  George, 
N.  Y.,  and  .will  be  away  at  least  three  weeks. 

W.  C.  Huber,  manager  of  the  Davis  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  Chicago,  spent  a  few  days  here  this 
week,  being  entertained  by  J.  C.  Whetler,  of  tlic 
New  River  Coal  Sales  Co. 

George  W.  I'heis,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Pittsburg,  passed  through  this 
city  Saturday  on  his  way  home  from  the  south. 

William  Burlingham,  western  manager  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  returned 
Tuesday  from  a  trip  to  New  York.  He  was  gone 
only  a  few  days,  but  he  took  this  opportunity  for 
a  run  down  to  Atlantic  City. 

R.  T.  Price,  a  valued  employe  of  the  Marmet 
Coal  Co.,  has  been  appointed  auditor  of  the  com¬ 
pany  in  place  of  James  McDonald,  who  lias  been 
elevated  to  tlie  position  of  assistant  general  mana¬ 
ger. 

J.  1 1.  Briscoe,  assistant  western  manager  of 
the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  has 
been  notified  by  the  McKell  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
that  it  has  just  installed  an  Ottumwa  box  car 
loader  at  its  Kilsyth  mine  on  Dun  Lou|)  creek. 
This  mine  is  one  of  the  best  equipped  in  llie  en¬ 
tire  New  River  district. 

I'.  L.  Garrison,  president  of  the  Kanawha  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  is  spending  the  week  at  bi.s  com- 
jiany’s  tnines  on  Cabin  creek,  in  the  Kanawha 
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district.  Mr.  Garrison  keeps  in  close  touch  with 
every  department  of  his  extensive  business,  from 
the  buying  of  machinery  with  which  to  produce 
coal  to  the  marketing  and  selling  of  the  product. 

Enoch  Carver,  of  Carver  Bros.,,  extensive 
Kanawha  coal  producers,  spent  part  of  the  week 
among  friends  here.  Mr.  Carver  is  chairman  of 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  Kanawha  Fuel  Co., 
the  largest  sales  company  in  the  state  of  West 
Virginia,  and  is  a  big  coal  man  in  every  sense  of 
the  word. 

J.  W.  Moore,  manager  of  the  Hughes  Creek 
Coal  Co.,  Roe,  W.  Va.,  was  a  Cincinnati  busi¬ 
ness  visitor  during  the  week,  and  was  on  change 
Monday.  Mr.  Moore  has  been  rapidly  increas¬ 
ing  the  output  of  his  mines  until  now  he  is  get¬ 
ting  out  4, .500  tons  a  day.  His  product  is  sold 
by  the  Kanaw'ha  Fuel  Co. 

M.  T.  Roach,  president  of  the  Kanawha  Fuel 
Co.,  with  headquarters  at  Charleston,  W.  Va., 
spent  some  time  here  this  week  with  C.  R.  Mo- 
riarty.  manager  of  the  Cincinnati  office  of  the 
company.  Both  Mr.  Roach  and  ^Tr.  Moriartj 
look  upon  the  immediate  future  in  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness  with  much  complaisance. 

Dennis  Leahy,  trainmaster  for  the  Chesapeake 
&  Ohio  railroad  at  Thurmond,  W.  Va.,  spent 
several  days  in  Cincinnati  during  the  week  on 
personal  business.  Mr.  Leahy  has  charge  of  the 
distribution  of  cars  throughout  the  entire  New 
River  district,  and  to  the  coal  men  he  is  a  man 
of  much  greater  importance  than  the  president 
of  the  road.  He  is  quite  popular  with  most  of 
the  coal  men. 

R.  H.  Bartlit,  secretary  of  the  Darby  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  returned  a  few  days  ago  from  Louis¬ 
ville,  after  attending  the  organization  of  the  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  Tennessee  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Asso¬ 
ciation,  an  enthusiastic  body  of  high-class  coal 
dealers  from  many  points  throughout  the  states 
mentioned.  Mr.  Bartlit  reports  having  had  a 
most  enjoyable  time,  aside  from  having  met  a 
large  number  of  coal  buyers. 

G  H.  Caperton,  president  of  the  Fire  Creek 
Coai  &  Coke  Co.,  one  of  the  largest  producing 
concerns  in  the  New  River  district,  was  here  this 
week  on  business  and  pleasure.  Mr.  Caperton 
has  many  friends  in  Cincinnati.  In  speaking  of 
the  outlook  for  the  coming  season  he  said  he  had 
never  before  seen  it  more  promising.  His  mines 
are  well  sold  up,  but  are  in  a  position  to  take 
on  more  business  after  September  first. 

W.  C.  Rogers,  manager  of  the  Fairmont  Coal 
Co.,  is  more  than  pleased  with  the  state  of  the 
smokeless  coal  market  here,  and  is  taking  ad¬ 
vantage  of  most  of  the  New  River  and  Pocahon¬ 
tas  producers  being  sold  ahead  to  introduce  into 
this  market  his  company’s  George’s  Creek  Ocean 
smokeless  coal.  Mr.  Rogers  heretofore  has  been 
unable  to  get  this  coal  into  the  Cincinnati  mar¬ 
ket  in  any  large  quantities,  but  is  now  bringing 
it  here  in  large  lots  and  selling  it  at  wholesale 
as  well  as  retail. 

The  Marmet  Coal  Co.  announces  that  it  has 
closed  a  contract  with  the  Otto  Marmet  Coal  & 
Mining  Co.  for  the  exclusive  sale  of  Raymond 
coal  in  Cincinnati  for  a  number  of  years.  This 
coal  is  mined  exclusively  by  the  Otto  Marmet 
Coal  &  Mining  Co.  and  is  one  of  the  most  popu¬ 
lar  domestic  fuels  marketed.  The  Marmet  Coal 
Co.  will  sell  it  at  retail  in  Cincinnati  and  vicinity, 
but  the  producing  company  will  market  Ray¬ 
mond  coal  wholesale  as  heretofore.  The  contraet 
involves  the  sale  of  several  hundred  thousand 
tons  of  coal  and  extends  over  a  number  of 
years. 

V 

Pittsburg  Operations. 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,  August  3. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — One  of  the  largest  river  shipments 
made  here  in  many  months  was  the  achievement 
of  local  coal  operators  during  the  past  few  days, 
thanks  to  the  heavy  rain,fall.  It  is  conservatively 
estimated  that  approximately  10,000,000  bushels 
of  coal  have  been  started  to  their  southern  des¬ 
tination  since  Monday.  The  bulk  of  the  coal 
was  cast  off  in  fleets  owned  by  the  Monongahela 
River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  but  inde¬ 
pendent  shippers  also  shared  in  the  business. 
Most  of  the  fuel  was  consigned  for  ports  at 
New  Orleans,  but  owing  to  the  yellow  fever 
scourge  prevalent  there  all  the  fleets  will  stop  at 


Louisville  and  Cincinnati.  Stories  were  pub¬ 
lished  here  concerning  a  marked  scarcity  of 
hands,  owing  to  the  crews  fearing  the  yellow 
fever,  but  representative  river  men  deny  the  re¬ 
ports. 

An  official  of  the  Monongahela  Co.  declared  to¬ 
day  that  he  had  no  trouble  in  securing  sufficient 
crews  and  that  the  applicants  outnumbered  the 
places. 

Aside  from  the  heavy  shipments  local  dealers 
and  consumers  are  interested  mainly  in  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  There  is  no 
change  in  conditions  and  prices  remain  virtually 
the  same,  as  noted  in  the  last  week’s  issue  of 
The  Black  Diamond. 

Report  .Made  by  Rlttsburf^h  Coal  Co. 

The  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  board  of  di¬ 
rectors  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  was  held  in 
the  offices.  Fifth  avenue,  yesterday  afternoon, 
when  President  Francis  L.  Robbins  submitted  his 
semi-annual  report.  It  was  approved  by  the 
board.  A  copy  of  the  report  was  sent  to  the 
stockholders.  It  follows ; 

“By  order  of  the  board  of  directors,  at  its  regu¬ 
lar  meeting,  held  this  day,  I  herewith  submit  tlie 
following  statement,  which  shows  earnings  and 
tonnage  for  six  months’  operations,  ending  June 
thirtieth,  190.5,  and  quick  assets  as  of  latter  date. 

“The  business  of  your  company  suffered  con¬ 
siderably  during  the  earlier  months  of  this  year 
on  account  of  unprecedented  competition  in  the 
bituminous  trade,  in  which  your  officers  had  to 
meet  very  low  prices  made  by  competitors  locally 
and  in  adjoining  fields,  in  order  to  retain  the 
business  that  may  properly  be  considered  as  be¬ 
longing  to  the  mines  of  the  company.  These  low 
prices  resulted  in  decreased  earnings,  so  that 
your  directors  felt  constrained  to  defer  payment 
of  dividend  on  the  preferred  stock  for  the  second 
quarter  of  the  year.  These  conditions  were  care¬ 
fully  considered  and  it  was  hoped  that  recovery 
was  near  at  hand,  and  that  the  earnings  for  the 
full  half  year  would  meet  the  dividend  requirements 
for  that  period.  These  expectations  were  not 
realized,  and  while  an  improvement  in  the  situa¬ 
tion  is  noticeable,  the  progress  toward  better 
prices  and  more  satisfactory  earnings  has  been 
slower  than  was  anticipated.  In  the  history  of 
the  company  the  earnings  for  the  second  half  of 
the  year  have  always  considerably  exceeded  those 
for  the  first  half,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  ex¬ 
pect  that  this  year  will  be  an  exception. 

“It  is  recognized  that  an  increased  working 
capital  is  desirable  and  your  directors  deemed  it, 
therefore,  inadvisable  to  draw  upon  the  accumu¬ 
lation  of  previous  years  for  dividends,  but  rather 
':o  devote  the  surplus  earnings  of  the  company 
in  excess  of  the  requirements  for  bond  interest 
and  other  fixed  charges  to  the  building  up  of  its 
working  capital. 

Retirement  of  Mortgage  Itonds. 

“On  July  twentieth,  out  of  the  sinking  fund 
there  were  purchased  for  retirement  271  first 
mortgage  bonds,  which,  together  with  636  bonds 
so  purchased  on  January  twentieth,  make  a  total 
of  907  first  mortgage  bonds  now  retired. 

“On  April  twentieth  a  contract  was  made  with 
the  United  States  Steel  Corporation  and  its  sub¬ 
sidiary  companies  covering  a  period  of  twenty- 
five  years,  during  which  time  they  agree  not  to 
open  any  new  mines  and  to  discontinue  the  ship¬ 
ment  from  coking  plants  of  coal  to  be  used  for 
steam  and  gas  purposes.  This  contract  is  one 
of  great  mutual  benefit,  the  steel  corporation  being 
assured  of  a  supply  of  coal  of  such  quality  and 
by  such  delivery  as  is  required  for  its  varied  in¬ 
terests,  and,  as  the  cost  of  mining  depends  largely 
upon  the  volume  and  regularity  of  operation  of 
the  mines,  in  securing  such  a  large  tonnage,  we 
reduce  the  cost  of  our  entire  output. 

“By  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  steel  corpora¬ 
tion  is  this  year  taking  a  considerable  quantity 
of  its  requirements  of  Pittsburg  coal  from  our 
competitors,  under  contracts  which  had  been 
made  at  the  time  our  contract  was  closed,  we 
have  not  as  yet  entered  upon  the  full  benefits  to 
be  derived  from  the  large  and  steady  tonnage 
which  this  contract  assures. 

“The  prices,  terms  and  conditions  of  this  con¬ 
tract  are  satisfactory  to  your  officers,  and  the 
making  of  the  contract  was  authorized  by  unani¬ 
mous  vote  of  your  board  of  directors.  In  fact, 
no  action  of  importance  has  been  taken  except 


by  the  authority  and  unanimous  approval  of  your 
board  of  directors. 

CO.MPAKISON  OF  TONNAGE  AND  NET  EARNINGS. 
(I'ittsburRh  Coal  Co.  and  all  its  subsidiary  companies 
excepting  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.) 

EABNINCS. 

Net  earnings  half  year  ending  June  30th, 

1904  . $1,660,327.12 

Net  earnings  half  year  ending  June  30th, 

1905  .  1,136,338.46 

PBODUCTION  IN  TONS. 

First  Half  Year.  First  Half  Year. 
1904.  1905. 

Pittsburg  .  District  . 4,916,524  6,075,946 

Hocking  District  .  537,724  556,479 

Coke  .  86,174  168,236 

HALF  YEAS  ENDING  JUNE  30,  1905. 

Profits  incident  to  the  mining 
and  marketing  operations  of 
the  company  after  deduction 

of  all  expenses .  $1,475,732.62 

Less: 

Royalty  allowance  for  depletion. $276, 060.20 

Addition  to  renewal  fund .  63,338.90  339,399.16 

Net  earnings  .  $1,136,333.46 

Less: 

Interest  on  first  mortgage 

Bonds  . $609,100.00 

Preferred  stock  dividend  No.  12  514,914.75  $1,124,014.75 

Undivided  earnings  for  the  first 

half  of  year  1905 .  $  12,318.71 

QUICK  ASSETS. 

(Pittsburgh  Coal  (Jo.  and  all  its  subsidiary  companies, 
excepting  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.) 

AS  AT  JUNE  30,  1905. 

Cash — Current  working  bal¬ 
ances  . $1,277,769.82 

Cash — In  sinking  fund  for 
retirement  of  first  mort¬ 
gage  bonds  .  552,725.59  $  1,830,495.41 

Aeeounts  and  bill  receivable.  7,983,898.86 

Merehandise  at  cost  (princi¬ 
pally  coal  on  north  west¬ 
ern  docks)  .  4,052,448.70 

$13,866,842.97 

Less: 

Bond  interest  payable  July 

first  . $  609,100.00 

Aeeounts  and  bills  payable. ,  9,998,050.39  $10,607,150.39 

Net  quick  assets  .  $  3,259,692,58 

Francis  L.  Robbin-.  Fresident. 

V 


West  Virginia  Mining  Field. 

Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  August  3. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — There  is  a  steadier  tone  to  the  in¬ 
dustry  in  West  Virginia  and  the  improvement 
noted  last  week  continues  in  every  important  ship¬ 
ping  district.  The  extreme  dullness  pf  the  sum¬ 
mer  seems  to  have  passed,  with  no  likelihood  of 
a  return  this  year,  and  one  evidence  that  the  de¬ 
mand  has  increased  is  shown  in  a  renewal  of  the 
talk  about  lack  of  cars.  This  shortage  is  due, 
in  some  cases,  to  congestion  at  distributing 
points. 

The  best  week  for  some  time  has  just  been 
experienced  in  the  Fairmont  field,  although  it 
must  be  remembered  the  comparison  applies  to 
the  period  embraced  since  spring  Shipments  to 
Baltimore  and  the  lakes  have  been  fairly  spirited 
on  the  days  when  the  full  quota  of  cars  was  on 
hand.  It  is  noticeable,  however,  that  shipping 
and  mining  are  slack  toward  the  end  of  the  week 
and  considerably  brisker  the  earlier  part  of  the 
week. 

The  matter  of  prices  continues  to  be  a  delicate 
subject,  from  which  definite  information  does 
not  flow  to  advantage.  The  fact  stands  out 
plainly  that  every  concern  is  keenly  in  the  fight 
for  business  and  that  the  margin  above  operating 
expenses  remains  painfully  small. 

Watson  In  Sunday  Creek  Combine. 

Nothing  can  be  gathered  here  yet  as  to  the 
significance  of  Clarence  W.  Watson’s  connection 
with  the  Sunday  Creek  Coal  Co.  combine,  formed 
last  week  at  Columbus.  Mr.  Watson  was  named 
as  a  director  in  that  combination,  but  it  does  not 
appear  that  the  Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  or  its  al¬ 
lied  companies,  the  Somerset  and  Consolidated, 
have  any  connection  with  the  new  combination. 

Mr.  Watson,  who  is  a  son  of  the  pioneer  Fair¬ 
mont  coal  operator,  the  late  J.  Otis  Watson,  has 
in  ten  years  become  one  of  the  foremost  men  in 
the  industry  and  also  in  financial  circles.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  last  few  months  he  is  said  to  have  con¬ 
summated  a  deal  in  Kentucky  coal  lands  in 
wdiich  he  cleaned  up  $2,000,000.  He  is  still  a 
young  and  forceful  man,  as  well  as  good  for  fur¬ 
ther  and  greater  distinctions  as  a  coal  magnate. 


No.  5] 


25 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


Col.  Colin  H.  Livingstone,  Senator  Elkins’  pri¬ 
vate  secretary,  who  is  interested  in  coal  lands  in 
eastern  Kentucky,  sees  a  bright  future  for  that 
section  as  a  result  of  the  announced  building 
soon  of  the  bridge  at  Ashland.  This  bridge 
will  connect  the  Detroit,  fronton  &  Toledo  rail¬ 
way  with  the  West  Virginia  side  and  will  be 
used  generally  by  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  and 
Norfolk  &  Western  roads.  It  will  furnish  a 
direct  delivery  for  coal  from  the  lower  section 
of  West  Virginia  and  eastern  Kentucky  to  the 
lakes.  In  fact,  the  directness  of  it  is  expected  to 
seriously  threaten  Pittsburg  shipments  after  the 
development  has  proceeded  sufficiently,  but  the 
bridge  and  other  features  are  not  realities  yet. 

Some  years  ago  Mr.  Livingstone  made  an  effort 
to  interest  the  Canadian  Pacific  in  this  field  for 
its  supply  of  coal,  but  the  railroad,  then  known 
as  the  Detroit  Southern  and  now  by  the  larger 
title,  was  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver  and  nothing 
came  of  the  Canadian  effort. 

Large  Norfolk  and  Western  Operation. 

An  important  enterprise  in  the  Norfolk  & 
Western  section  will  be  the  King  Coal  Co.,  which 
is  now  in  a  constructive  state.  It  is  asserted  that 
already  $150,000  has  been  spent  and  that  it  will 
be  the  most  substantial  operation  in  the  field,  the 
equipment  being  installed  being  based  on  a  daily 
capacity  of  3,600  tons.  Mine-run  coal  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  shipped  by  September,  but  the  im¬ 
mense  tipple  and  other  needed  details  are  yet  to 
be  completed. 

Other  improvements  in  that  section  denote 
strong  faith  in  the  future.  Several  new  miners’ 
houses  are  being  erected  for  the  Welch  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  The  Hemphill  Colliery  Co.  is  supply¬ 
ing  its  entire  output  to  the  Norfolk  &  Western 
railroad  and  could  furnish  more  with  a  better 
car  supply,  while  the  Oregon  Co.  is  getting  ready 
for  increased  business  by  making  repairs  and  re¬ 
laying  its  switches.  Superintendent  Howe,  of 
the  latter  company,  has  recently  returned  from  a 
meeting  of  operators  at  Put-in-Bay,  Ohio,  and  re¬ 
ports  an  interesting  gathering. 

The  improvement  noted  in  the  Kanawha  dis¬ 
trict  is  reflected  in  a  statement  that  four  compa¬ 
nies  in  that  field,  the  Plymouth,  Alpha,  Black 
Betsy  and  Raymond  City,  have  orders  to  keep 
them  going  until  the  end  of  the  year.  They  ship 
a  large  tonnage  by  water  over  the  Kanawha  and 
Ohio  rivers. 

V 

The  Missouri  River  Trade. 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  August  3. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  coal  business,  wholesale  and 
retail,  in  the  Missouri  valley  is  quiet  in  every 
line  except  for  transportation  purpos'es.  The 
grain-carrying  railroads  of  the  west  that  center 
in  Kansas  City  have  seldom  been  busier  than 
they  are  just  now.  They  are  hauling  the  great 
wheat  crop  of  Kansas  and  Oklahoma  to  market, 
and  they  are  burning  thousands  of  tons  of  coal 
in  doing  it.  They  will  be  busy  all  of  the  month 
of  August  and  later  will  come  the  corn  crop  and 
other  business.  Already  the  railroads  are  tak¬ 
ing  steps  to  orevent  a  car  famine  and  the  indi¬ 
cations  are  that  they  will  not  have  enough  cars 
and  engines  to  haul  the  wheat  shipments  expe¬ 
ditiously  this  month.  There  is  some  domestic 
demand  for  coal,  and  the  manufacturing  demand 
is  said  by  dealers  to  be  fair.  There  has  been  no 
change  from  the  low  scale  of  prices  which  has 
been  in  effect  for  some  time. 

Outlook  for  Future  Is  Encouraging. 

Operators  and  wholesale  dealers  are  more  san¬ 
guine  regarding  the  trade  prospects  for  next  fall 
and  winter  than  they  were  a  month  ago.  With  an 
average  winter  they  expect  a  large  volume  of 
trade  and  are  hopeful  that  prices  as  well  as  trade 
will  be  better  than  they  were  last  winter. 

The  creditors  of  C.  J.  Devlin,  the  Kansas- 
Illinois  coal  operator  who  is  in  financial  trouble, 
met  in  Kansas  City  this  week  and  received  a  re¬ 
port  from  the  three  receivers  regarding  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  estate.  The  report  of  the  receivers 
did  not  go  into  details.  Their  official  report  will 
be  filed  in  the  federal  court  before  long.  J.  E. 
Hurley,  one  of  the  receivers,  reported  on  the  con¬ 
dition  of  Devlin’s  Kansas  mines.  He  found  them 
equipped  with  modern  machinery,  in  good  condi¬ 
tion,  with  satisfactory  contracts  and  earning  a 
good  income.  They  turn  out  about  1,000,000  tons 
a  year.  The  mines,  with  the  other  Kansas  in¬ 


terests,  company  stores,  rentals  of  hundreds  of 
houses  and  other  things,  can  earn,  if  present  con¬ 
ditions  continue,  a  profit  of  $480,000  a  year. 

Devlin  Estate  Is  Large. 

Receiver  Reeves  had  found  the  mines  and  rail¬ 
road  in  Illinois  worth  $2,000,000  and  other  inter¬ 
ests  worth  $1,000,000  more.  But  debts,  lack  of 
money  to  meet  the  first  pay  rolls  and  other  things 
had  made  it  necessary  to  borrow  money.  How¬ 
ever,  the  mining  interests  were  reported  to  be  in 
good  condition.  Mr.  Devlin  owned  a  half  in¬ 
terest  in  the  Marquette  third-vein  mines.  Mr. 
Rosenfield,  receiver  for  that  one  property,  said 
the  mine  was  taking  care  of  itself  and  making 
money. 

The  creditors  who  were  not  familiar  with  the 
Devlin  properties  seemed  better  satisfied  with 
the  situation  after  hearing  from  the  receiver.  A 
question  was  raised  about  the  sale  of  the  prop¬ 
erties.  The  receivers  said  there  were  coal  ope¬ 
rators  negotiating  for  the  purchase  of  several 
of  the  properties,  but  no  names  of  prospective 
purchasers  were  made  public.  In  some  cases  more 
than  one  operator  is  figuring  on  the  same  prop¬ 
erty  and  the  receivers  are  cautious  about  discuss¬ 
ing  this  feature  of  the  situation. 

Mr.  Devlin  is  preparing  to  go  abroad  for  two 
months  with  his  family.  The  miners  of  the  Mount 
Carmel  Coal  Co.,  of  Pittsburg,  Kas.,  held  a  meet¬ 
ing  last  week  to  devise  a  plan  to  aid  Mr.  Devlin, 
who  had  assisted  them  during  the  strike  of  1893. 
They  propose  that  all  of  the  miners  employed  in 
the  various  mines  belonging  to  the  Devlin  inter¬ 
ests  pay  $10.00  each  into  a  fund  to  be  used 
toward  putting  Mr.  Devlin  on  his  feet  again.  The 
Devlin  mines  are  scattered  over  Kansas,  Illinois, 
Missouri  and  Iowa  and  employ  several  thousand 
men. 

Coal  Is  Cheaper  Fuel  Than  Oil. 

A  series  of  tests  of  crude  oil  as  fuel  at  the 
Dold  packing  plant  in  Wichita,  Kas.,  resulted  in 
a  decision  that  it  would  be  cheaper  to  continue 
the  use  of  coal  as  a  fuel.  The  tests  were  made 
under  the  supervision  of  Superintendent  Darri- 
gand.  The  uncertainty  of  the  cost  of  oil  and 
freight  rates  were  factors  in  the  oil  test  decision 
at  Wichita. 

The  Cudahy  Packing  Co.,  of  Kansas  City, 
which  has  been  a  large  consumer  of  coal,  has 
discarded  this  fuel  and  is  burning  crude  oil.  The 
Standard  Oil  Co.  has  run  a  pipe  line  to  the 
packing  plant.  Two  other  big  packing  plants  in 
Kansas  City  are  testing  fuel  oil. 

Girard,  Kas.,  is  boring  for  coal  and  is  trying 
to  find  the  Pittsburg  vein  that  has  been  so  profit¬ 
able.  The  city  is  paying  for  the  work. 

The  St.  Louis  Coal  Market. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  August  3. — {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  St.  Louis  market  is  in  a  state 
of  deplorable  sameness  from  week  to  week. 
There  has  been  little  or  no  change  in  local  mar¬ 
ket  conditions.  Most  of  the  coal  coming  here  is 
under  contract,  which  is  very  fortunate  at  pres¬ 
ent,  for  there  is  very  little  demand  for  free  coal. 

The  larger  operators  ascribe  the  deplorable  con¬ 
dition  of  this  market  to  the  fact  that  there  are 
so  many  small  operators  who  continually  flood 
it  with  the  product  at  cost  price,  thus  creating 
competition  of  the  suicidal  variety.  The  smaller 
operators,  on  the  other  hand,  make  a  counter 
charge  to  the  effect  that  the  larger  operators, 
whose  cost  of  production  is  materially  lower  than 
their  own,  can  afford  to  market  coal  at  a  much 
cheaper  price  than  they,  thus  keeping  the  price 
down  and  compelling  them  to  sell  at  cost. 

The  majority  of  the  larger  dealers  believe  that 
business  will  pick  up  from  now  on. 

Shaker  screened  lump  can  be  had  at  $1.10@ 
1.90  f.  o.  b.  East  St.  Louis. 

The  retail  market  is  in  practically  the  same 
condition  as  it  was  last  week.  Demand  is  very 
dull  and  there  does  not  seem  to  be  prospects  of 
it  brightening  up  very  soon. 

Owing  to  the  extremely  unsettled  condition  of 
most  tenants  throughout  the  city,  anthracite  or¬ 
ders  are  not  coming  as  freely  as  usual.  Shipments 
continue  to  be  good,  and  the  coal  is  reported  to 
be  of  a  better  quality  than  heretofore. 

Prices  on  Pennsylvania  anthracite  advanced  ten 
cents  per  ton  on  the  first  of  the  month,  making 
the  price  on  broken  coal  $8.05  per  ton  delivered 


and  $8.30  per  ton  for  the  smaller  sizes,  stove,  egg 
and  chestnut,  delivered. 

All  grades  of  Arkansas  anthracite  are  in  good 
demand.  It  can  be  had  at  $7.00@7.30  per  ton 
delivered.  Good  sales  are  reported  on  Arkansas 
semi-anthracite,  which  is  being  marketed  at  ap- 
pro.ximately  $6.00  per  ton  delivered. 

Ilealer  l*rlces  SIiow  Wide  Hangc. 

Dealer  prices  are  as  follows ; 

EAST  ST.  LOUIS. 

Standard  lump  . $1.20  @1.30 

Troy  lump  .  1.76 

Trenton  .  1.876 

ST.  LOUIS. 

Standard  lump  . $1.625®!. 70 

Troy  lump  .  2.125 

Trenton  .  2.25 

Prices  on  Pennsylvania  anthracite  at  yards  arc 
as  follows :  Broken,  East  St.  Louis,  $7.00 ;  St. 
Louis,  $7.30.  Stove,  egg  and  chestnut.  East  St. 
Louis,  $7.30;  St.  Louis,  $7.55. 

The  third  attempt  of  the  operators  and  miners 
of  the  Chicago  &  Alton  sub-district  to  reach  an 
amicable  settlement  concerning  shot-firers  re¬ 
sulted  in  a  failure  at  Springfield  during  the  past 
week.  The  machine  mines  in  this  district  employ 
1,800  men,  who  have  been  idle  since  the  adjust¬ 
ment  of  the  shot-firers’  controversy.  The  ope¬ 
rators,  soon  after  the  matter  was  settled,  ordered 
these  miners  to  use  two  pounds  of  powder  or 
less  in  shooting  the  coal.  The  miners  claim  that 
in  so  doing  their  earning  capacity  is  decreased 
by  half,  and  they  further  say  that  the  operators 
have  issued  this  order  to  evade  the  employment 
of  shot-firers. 

Operators  and  Miners  Do  Not  Agree. 

The  meeting  was  participated  in  by  four  miners 
and  four  members  of  the  operators’  association. 
It  was  decided  to  refer  the  whole  matter  to  a 
joint  meeting  of  the  executive  boards  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  .Illinois  and  the  Illi¬ 
nois  Coal  Operators’  Association,  which  is  to 
be  held  in  Springfield  in  the  near  future. 

A  deal  involving  $40,000  in  coal  rights  was 
closed  at  Edwardsville  during  the  past  week  by 
E.  H.  Streother,  who  in  turn  disposed  of  his 
holdings  to  a  St.  Louis  syndicate,  headed  by  A. 
G.  Herrmann,  a  real  estate  dealer.  Mr.  Streother 
has  been  closing  options  on  coal  rights  in  and 
around  Edwardsville  for  several  months.  It  is 
understood  that  the  syndicate  will  sink  a  shaft 
at  the  southern  city  limits  of  Edwardsville. 

The  transaction  changes  title  to  every  foot  of 
coal  ground  between  the  tracts  now  owned  by 
the  Edwardsville  Coal  Co.  at  Edwardsville  and 
those  of  the  Madison  Coal  Co.’s  mines  Nos.  1 
2  and  3  at  Glen  Carbon.  The  tract  is  intersected 
by  the  Clover  Leaf  and  the  Litchfield  &  Madi¬ 
son.  From  $17.50  to  $21.00  an  acre  was  paid 
for  the  mining  rights. 

Another  big  sale  of  coal  lands  along  the  St. 
Clair  county  line  is  pending. 

It  is  generally  understood  here  that  Jules 
Muren,  of  the  Muren  Coal  &  Ice  Co.,  of  this 
city,  who  recently  disposed  of  his  holdings  in 
the  New  Baden  district  to  the  Southern  Goal  Co., 
will  become  general  sales  agent  here  for  the 
company. 

V 

The  Ohio  Coal  Trade. 

Toledo,  Ohio,  August  3. —  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  coal  market  in  northwestern  Ohio, 
and  especially  in  Toledo,  is  laboring  under  the  de¬ 
pression  of  the  midsummer  dull  period.  Aside 
from  the  marine  section  of  trade,  all  kinds  of 
business  is  creeping  along  at  a  snail’s  pace,  or, 
rather,  standing  still,  for  fall  to  come  along  and 
give  demand  a  start. 

The  report  of  the  local  customs  office  for  July 
shows  an  increase  in  the  exports  for  the  month 
as  compared  with  the  same  month  a  year  ago. 
This  report  shows  that  146,407  tons  were  shipped 
from  this  port  during  July,  1905,  as  against  134,- 
795  tons  the  corresponding  month  in  1904.  As 
previously  explained,  this  report  shows  only  a 
small  part  of  the  coal  leaving  this  port,  as  many 
of  the  boats  coming  from  upper  lake  ports  clear 
from  other  cities  and  only  touch  Toledo  to  take 
on  a  cargo  without  reporting  the  number  of  tons 
taken  along.  The  local  report  shows  the  amount 
taken  by  vessels  clearing  from  this  port. 

Heavy  InereaMC  In  Lake  .''liipiiienlH. 

The  increase,  while  apparently  small,  means  a 
large  one  in  the  actual  number  of  tons  of  coal  taken 
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out,  according  to  shippers  and  coal  men  closely 
connected  with  the  marine  end  of  the  hnsiness. 
Hut,  even  at  that,  July  did  not  see  all  the  hnsiness 
that  could  have  been  done.  All  the  local  coal 
docks  could  have  accommodated  a  numher  of 
additional  boats  :ind  the  railroads  are  in  ;i  posi¬ 
tion  to  transjjort  much  more  coal  than  was  called 
for.  Hut  on  the  whole  the  month  has  been  active 
and  the  business  has  been  fair,  with  a  gootl  nor¬ 
mal  increase  over  a  year  ago.  I  his  last  is  en¬ 
couraging  because  of  the  fact  that  an  entire  sea¬ 
son’s  supply  had  to  he  shipped  a  year  ago  dur¬ 
ing  a  period  that  was  about  two  months  shorter 
than  usual.  Every  indication  for  August  is  good. 
Lake  shippers  e.\p.ect  that  the  coal  niovement 
from  this  port  will  continue  heavy  during  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  season.  If  this  is  true,  a  much 
larger  tonnage  will  go  up  the  lakes  this  season 
than  last,  for  each  montli  has  seen  an  increase 
over  the  corresponding  period  a  year  ago. 

Steam  Demand  Is  Ileported  Idglit. 

rhe  steam  business  is  at  its  lowest  ebb.  Many 
of  the  larger  manufacturing  plants  using  coal 
arc  shut  down  for  the  summer  months,  and  some 
others  are  running  light.  This  causes  a  decrease 
in  the  demand  for  coal  and  shippers  are  content¬ 
ing  themselves  by  taking  vacations  and  filling 
orders  as  they  come  in.  There  Inive  been  numer¬ 
ous  rumors  here  relative  to  impending  strikes 
when  the  present  contract  between  the  miners 
and  operators  expires  next  spring.  Ohio  wages 
are  higher  than  those  of  West  Virginia,  and  al¬ 
though  railroad  freight  rates  are  higher  from  West 
Virginia  the  difference  is  such,  owing  to  the 
mining  scale,  that  West  Virginia  operators  can 
land  their  coal  in  this  and  other  markets  at  a 
lower  figure  than  Ohio  operators.  This  may 
strengthen  prices  some,  although  no  effect  has 
been  noticeable  as  yet.  The  large  combine  which 
was  perfected  in  Columbus  a  week  ago  may  also 
make  an  effort  to  advance  prices.  About  the  only 
interest  aroused  by  these  conditions  at  present  is 
to  cause  speculation  and  hope  among  operators 
here  that  prices  will  advance  and  make  it  possible 
to  realize  a  little  more  profit  on  sales. 

The  anthracite  department  is  also  quiet.  About 
all  who  buy  their  coal  during  the  summer  months 
are  supplied,  and,  this  being  the  case,  August 
is  likely  to  be  dull.  'There  are  a  large  number 
who  begin  taking  in  their  winter’s  supply  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  and  this  probably  means  that  next  month 
there  will  be  a  much  better  volume  of  business  in 
cither  July  or  August. 

V 

Coal  Situation  at  Detroit. 

Detroit,  Mich.,  August  —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — There  has  been  a  woeful  lack  of 
orders  for  bituminous  coal  for  the  past  three 
months  in  Detroit,  Michigan  and  Canada.  No 
dealer  would  take  coal  under  any  condition,  sim¬ 
ply  because  the  hou.seholders  did  not  want  it. 
'The  manufacturers  who  use  steam  coal  have  not 
been  taking  their  usual  reciuirements,  making  that 
trade  .somewhat  slow,  but  conditions  are  changing. 
While  there  arc  some  shippers  who  do  not  see 
any  bright  prospects  for  the  next  thirty  days, 
many  others  express  themselves  as  being  satisfied 
with  present  conditions,  and  that  they  look  for 
a  material  increase  in  business  during  the  month 
of  August.  It  would  seem  as  though  this  latter 
opinion  was  justified  by  reason  of  the  threshing 
season  now  on,  during  which  more  or  less  coal 
is  consumed. 

Manufacturing  industries  are  now  past  their 
holiday  and  inventory  time  and  are  increasing 
their  production  as  well  as  coal  consumption,  and 
the  household  consumers  arc  beginning  to  realize 
it  is  time  to  take  in  their  winter  supply  of  coal. 
All  these  tend  to  placing  of  orders  for  various 
kinds  of  bituminous  coal,  which  is  gratifying  in¬ 
deed,  considering  the  dullness  of  the  past  season. 
Some  shippers  feel  that  the  increased  number  of 
iiKpiiries  is  of  no  consequence,  but  as  a  matter 
of  fact  there  arc  not  only  in(]uirics,  but  orders, 
especially  for  the  high  grade  domestic  coals  which 
are  now  in  fair  demand.  'I'hc  wise  dealer  and 
consumer  of  coal  will  take  a  good  large  supply  at 
this  time  as  a  reserve  stock  in  case  of  emergency 
later  on. 

IlUBlneSH  AVlll  He  Crowded  Into  Fall. 

It  would  seem  as  though  the  business  of  tins 
year  will  be  done  within  three  or  four  months’ 
time,  which  has  heretofore  been  extended  over 


nine  or  ten  months,  and  naturally  the  rush  will 
come  during  October,  November  and  December, 
which  will  tax  the  mines  and  railroads  to  their 
full  capacity.  There  is  no  cause  for  alarm  if 
])eople  will  carry  a  reasonable  stock  of  coal,  but 
it  is  hard  to  convince  them  of  the  conditions 
wlTch  will  prevail  later  on. 

There  will  be  considerable  strike  talk  all  winter, 
whicb  will  stimulate  trade,  but  to  be  on  the  safe 
side  it  behooves  every  dealer  and  manufacturer  to 
carry  large  stocks  of  coal  all  this  coming  winter. 
There  are  very  few  dealers  in  Michigan  who  have 
placed  orders  for  bituminous  coal  as  yet,  many 
of  them  fdling  every  available  space  with  anthra¬ 
cite  ;  others  not  caring  to  stock  coal  at  all  until 
they  have  a  demand  for  it — so  that  all  of  this 
business  is  yet  to  be  done. 

In  the  city  of  Detroit  the  manufacturing  plants 
are  all  running  full  time.  The  retail  dealers  have 
had  very  few  orders,  and  those  they  have  booked 
arc  for  future  delivery,  so  that  very  little  coal  is 
being  moved  from  the  yards  as  yet. 

Anthracite  Demand  l»  Stagnant. 

Anthracite  trade  is  stagnant  because  dealers 
have  been  taking  advantage  of  the  discounts  since 
April,  and  are  unable  to  take  in  more  until  the 
consumers  begin  to  order.  Shippers  look  forward 
to  a  good  brisk  trade  during  the  fall  and  winter 
at  the  usual  prices,  but  just  at  this  time  the  con¬ 
ditions  of  anthracite  and  bituminous  are  almost 
reversed  as  to  demand.  An  anthracite  producer 
from  the  east  remarked  a  few  days  ago  that  it 
was  a  peculiarity  of  the  trade  this  year  that 
all  of  the  consumers  throughout  the  east,  as  vyell 
as  the  west,  without  having  any  understanding, 
are  of  one  mind  in  delaying  the  ordering  of  coal, 
all  of  them  putting  it  off  as  long  as  possible. 

It  is  only  natural  that  the  coal  trade  should  be 
dull  during  tlie  summer  months,  owing  to  the 
modern  methods  of  cooking  by  gas,  gasoline,  etc., 
and  until  cold  weather  arrives  there  is  no  special 
need  of  coal. 

Detroit  local  conditions  are  better,  both  whole¬ 
sale  and  retail,  than  they  have  been  for  several 
months,  and  all  look  forward  to  a  prosperous 
winter. 

The  Hocking  Valley  Trade. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  August  3. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Within  the  past  two  weeks  there 
has  been  a  decided  improvement  in  trade  condi¬ 
tions  in  this  market.  One  of  the  largest  lake 
shipping  companies  is  under  contract  to  deliver 
over  100,t)00  tons  of  coal  on  the  docks  during 
the  month  of  August.  As  this ’quantity  will  ex¬ 
ceed  its  output  it  is  buying  coal  from  the  out¬ 
side  and  is  urging  as  large  shipments  as  possible 
on  the  part  of  such  auxiliary  sources  of  supply. 
For  the  first  time  this  season  the  average  opera¬ 
tor  finds  himself  in  something  like  an  independent 
l)osilion,  as,  in  addition  to  an  increased  demand 
in  the  lake  trade,  other  features  of  the  market 
are  active.  Considerable  school  coal  is  being 
moved  and  country  dealers  are  becoming  very 
much  in  evidence. 

Market.  Shows  Added  Strength. 

'These  features  have  had  the  effect  of  strength¬ 
ening  prices,  and  contracts  which  until  recently 
were  being  made  as  low  as  $1.00  at  the  mine  now 
command  from  $1.15  to  $1.25.  While  the  sea¬ 
son  on  the  whole  will  not  equal  that  of  last  year, 
there  are  prospects  of  good  business  for  the 
next  three  months,  or  until  navigation  closes, 
with  the  assurance  of  an  advance  in  price  by 
.September  first.  'The  fear  of  a  general  strike 
after  the  first  of  the  year,  a  contingency  which 
local  operators  believe  to  be  very  probable,  may 
have  the  effect  of  prolonging  this  period  of  pros¬ 
perity,  as  dealers  and  large  consumers  will  be 
anxious  to  stock  a  reserve  supply.  Transportation 
facilities  out  of  the  Hocking  and  other  Ohio  dis¬ 
tricts  are  ample  for  any  demands  that  have  yet 
been  made  upon  them,  but  companies  located  here 
with  West  Virginia  interests  report  themselves 
handicapped  by  a  shortage  of  cars  at  the  mines. 

'The  local  retail  coal  dealers’  association  has 
advanced  the  price  on  domestic  lump  to  $2.75 
and  $3.00,  the  former  figure  being  on  winter  sup¬ 
ply.  'This  scale  went  into  effect  on  the  third  of 
■August  and  is  a  result  of  a  stronger  wholesale 
market.  . 

Several  companies  have  made  changes  in  the 
location  of  their  headquarters  during  the  past 


week.  'The  Eagle  Coal  Co.  now  occupies  a  hand¬ 
some  suite  of  rooms,  specially  fitted  up  for  its 
use,  in  the  new  twelve-story  Columbus  Savings 
& 'Trust  Co.  building,  which  is  just  ready  for  occu 
pancy.  'The  Colunibus  &  Hocking  Coal  &  Iron  Co. 
has  removed  to  the  First  National  Hank  building, 
recently  completed,  and  the  Johnson  Coal  Co.  has 
taken  possession  of  rooms  in  the  Outlook  build- 
ing. 

'The  merging  process  incident  to  the  reorganiza¬ 
tion  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Co.  is  now  on  as  regards 
the  abandonment  of  old  office  quarters  and  the 
letting  out  of  officials  and  employes  on  the  part 
of  the  absorbed  companies.  The  strong  organiza¬ 
tion  known  as  the  Continental  Coal  Co.  ceased 
to  exist  on  August  fir.;t,  and  the  complete  re¬ 
adjustment  of  the  entire  interests  of  the  big 
syndicate  will  soon  be  perfected. 

I’ersonal  and  General  Notes. 

C.  E.  Dowell,  a  prominent  coal  dealer  of  Van 
Buren,  Ohio,  was  in  the  city  on  Tuesday. 

C.  A.  Gibson,  auditor  of  the  Elagle  COal  Co., 
has  returned  from  a  two  weeks’  vacation  up  the 
great  lakes. 

William  Job,  president  of  the  Job  Coal  Co., 
after  partially  recovering  from  a  long  illness  has 
gone  abroad  in  search  of  health. 

Charles  S.  Binns,  general  sales  agent  of  the 
Columbus  &  Hocking  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  has  gone 
to  Baltimore,  Md.,  for  a  two  weeks’  vacation. 

J.  F.  Russell,  a  well  known  coal  salesman,  with 
headquarters  in  Columbus,  was  kicked  in  the 
stomach  by  a  horse  at  Warsaw,  Ind.,  one  day 
this  week,  and  sustained  severe  but  not  fatal 
injuries. 

The  duties  of  the  general  superintendent  of  the 
Columbus  &  Hocking  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  have  been 
consolidated  with  those  of  the  president.  C.  S. 
Newton,  former  superintendent,  retires  from  the 
company. 

Daniel  Hitt,  traveling  salesman  for  the  Hamil¬ 
ton  Coal  Co.,  is  able  to  be  out  again  after  three 
mouths’  confinement  in  a  hospital  at  Fort  Wayne, 
Ind.,  as  the  result  of  injuries  received  in  a  run¬ 
away  accident. 

Horace  Chapman,  president  of  the  Chapman 
Coal  Co.,  has  returned  from  Europe.  During 
Mr.  Chapman’s  absence  a  burglar  was  surprised 
one  night  in  his  residence,  and  in  the  attempt  to 
escape  shot  and  killed  a  policeman.  The  man  is 
in  jail  awaiting  trial  for  murder. 

Gave  Employees  an  Outing. 

The  Mather  Bros.  Co.  of  Richmond.  Ind.,  gave 
its  twenty-eight  employes  an  outing  on  last  Sat¬ 
urday.  July  twenty-ninth,  and  took  them  to  Cin¬ 
cinnati.  The  morning  was  spent  in  visiting  the 
coal  elevators  and  lumber  yards.  .After  dinner 
the  party  went  to  the  ball  park  to  see  a  game  of 
base  ball  between  the  “New  York  Giants’’  and  the 
“Cincinnati  Reds.’’  .Afterward  there  was  a  trip 
to  Chester  Park.  .A  special  car  was  furnished 
them  by’  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  and  the  entire 
expense  of  the  trip  was  paid  by  the  company. 

The  Mather  Bros.  Co.  believes  in  giving  its 
men  good  treatment,  and  its  employes  have  always 
been  loyal  as  a  result.  Some  of  the  men  have 
been  with  this  company  continuously  for  twenty- 
five  years. 

V 

Wagon  Prices  at  Chicago. 


ANTHRACITE. 

Grate  .  $6.40 

Stove  .  6.65 

Chestnut  .  6.65 

Egg  .  6.65 

BITUMINOUS. 

Hocking  lump  .  $3.75 

Hocking  nut .  3.25 

Illinois  lump,  egg  and  nut .  2.75 

Indiana  lump,  egg  and  nut .  2.75 

Wilmington  chunks  .  3.25 

New  Kentucky  lump  and  egg .  3.50 

No.  1  washed  nut .  3.00 

Brazil  block  .  3.50 

Jackson  Hill  and  Wellston .  4.75 

CanncI  lump .  6.25 

Smithing  .  4.50 

West  Virginia  splint .  4.00 

Gas-house  coke  .  4.50 
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Western  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


C.  J.  Milton,  vice-president  of  the  Smokeless 
Fuel  Co.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  was  in  Chicago  the 
early  part  of  tlie  week. 

Zeph.  W.  Davis,  of  the  I'ee-Davis  Coal  Co., 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  was  in  Chicago  the  early  part  of 
the  week  on  a  business  trip. 

Worrell  Clarkson,  president  of  the  Clarkson 
Coal  &  Dock  Co.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  was  in  the 
city  the  early  part  of  the  week  on  business. 

F.  L.  Jewett,  vice-president  of  the  Jewett.  Bige¬ 
low  &  Brooks  Coal  Co.,  Fisher  building,  Chicago, 
is  in  West  Virginia  this  week  on  a  business  trip. 

Arthur  J.  MacBride,  resident  manager  of  the 
New  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Fisher 
building,  Chicago,  is  in  Michigan  this  week  on  a 
business  trip. 

W.  A.  Ro.senfield,  recently  appointed  receiver 
of  the  Marquette  Third  Vein  Coal  Co.,  Moline, 
TIL,  was  in  Chicago  the  latter  part  of  last  week 
on  a  business  trip. 

S.  J.  Patterson,  a  well  known  coal  shipper  at 
Dayton,  Ohio,  has  sent  out  to  his  friends  a  hand¬ 
some  souvenir,  entitled  “Too  Hot  to  Burn.”  re¬ 
ferring  to  Tom  Corwin  Wellston  and  Weyanoke 
Pocahontas  coal. 

John  Davis,  vice-president  of  the  Davis  Col¬ 
liery  Co.,  with  headauarters  in  Washington,  who 
was  severely  ill  during  the  early  spring  with 
typhoid  fever,  is  now  in  Italy,  where  he  is  rap¬ 
idly  approaching  convalescence. 

James  B.  McGuire  has  been  appointed  western 
sales  agent  of  the  Pitcairn  Coal  Co.,  with  offices 
at  1300  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago.  The  com¬ 
pany  is  a  producer  of  West  Virginia  coal,  but 
heretofore  has  not  been  represented  in  the  west¬ 
ern  markets. 

Jesse  Randel,  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known 
coal  operators  in  St.  Clair  county.  Ill.,  died  at 
St.  Elizabeth’s  hospital  in  Belleville,  recently,  at 
seventy-five  years  of  age.  He  was  born  in 
Warwickshire,  England,  and  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1863. 

J.  H.  Winder,  president  of  the  new  Sunday 
Creek  Co.,  which  has  bought  up  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  the  mines  in  the  Hocking  valley  region, 
and  N.  Monsarratt,  president  of  the  Hocking  Val¬ 
ley  railroad,  were  in  Chicago  on  Wednesday  of 
this  week  on  business. 

Elmer  Miller,  vice-president  and  general  mana¬ 
ger  of  the  Powhatan  Coal  Co.,  Toledo,  Ohio,  was 
in  Chicago  during  the  week  on  a  business  trip. 
Mr.  Miller  says  that  business  in  the  territory 
tributary  to  Toledo  is  increasing  slightly,  and 
the  outlook  for  the  future  he  regards  as  promis¬ 
ing. 

C.  H.  Chisam,  president  of  the  Council  Bluffs 
Coal  &  Ice  Co.,  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  has  been 
extended  an  invitation  to  be  a  member  of  a 
party  of  business  men  from  that  city  who  will 
visit  southwestern  Iowa  in  a  special  car  for  the 
purpose  of  increasing  the  wholesale  trade  of 
Council  Bluffs  in  that  territory.  The  invitation 
was  confined  to  the  leading  business  men  of  Coun¬ 
cil  Bluffs. 

John  Ryan,  a  brother  of  the  late  Judge  Ryan, 
of  Des  Moines,  dropped  dead  recently  in  the 
office  of  the  Rock  Island  railway  at  Colfax,  Iowa. 
Mr.  Ryan  was  prominently  identified  with  the 
coal  mining  industry,  being  interested  in  the 
Colfax  Consolidated  Coal  Mining  Co.  His 
brother.  Judge  Ryan,  who  was  also  Interested  in 
the  company,  died  in  a  similar  manner  about  two 
months  ago. 

Sidney  P.  Hostler,  the  versatile  president  of  the 
Hostler  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  355  Dearborn  street, 
Chicago,  never  enters  into  any  project  unless  he 
means  to  make  it  a  success.  Fie  was  one  of  the 
Chicago  coal  men  who  was  enthusiastically  in 
favor  of  holding  a  picnic  this  year,  and  attended 
the  initial  meeting  at  which  the  matter  was 
decided.  To  advertise  the  picnic  he  has  issued 
a  cartoon,  which  has  heen  sent  to  all  his  friends 
in  the  trade.  The  cartoon  consists  of  “the  man 
with  a  megaphone,”  who  says:  “Our  annual 
toot,  ‘Call  of  the  coal  man.’  Meet  me  at  ‘the 


only’  coal  men’s  picnic,  Ravinia  park,  Saturday, 
August  twelfth.  Don’t  fail  to  call  at  this  office 
and  shove  your  orders  under  the  door  and  meet 
the  ‘prompt  shijjper  of  coal'  at  the  picnic.  Done 
at  my  Coalski  Sober.”  The  cartoon  is  signed  by 
Mr.  Hostler.  It  is  prepared  in  a  very  clever 
manner  and  doubtless  will  advertise  the  coming 
outing  very  successfully. 

The  Chicago  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  sixth  floor  of 
the  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  is  liquidating 
and  will  retire  from  business.  Trouble  was  pre¬ 
cipitated  in  the  affairs  of  the  company  a  week 
ago  Friday  when  John  T.  Hesser  &  Co.  began 
attachment  proceedings  to  collect  a  claim  of  about 
$500.  A  writ  of  attachment  was  issued  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  action,  and  the  furniture  and 
books  of  the  company  were  seized  by  deputy  sher¬ 
iffs.  It  is  estimated  that  the  liabilities  amount  to 
several  thousand  dollars.  Officials  of  the  com¬ 
pany  claim  that  they  will  liquidate  the  corpora¬ 
tion. 

L.  W.  Ferguson,  resident  manager  of  the 
Davis  Colliery  Co..  Old  Colony  building,  Chi¬ 
cago,  left  Chicago  last  evening  on  a  cruise  to 
the  Mackinac  islands  on  board  the  yacht  Uncas 
with  a  party  of  friends.  This  yacht  arrived  in 
Chicago  harbor  the  latter  part  of  last  week,  after 
having  completed  a  trip  from  New  York  harbor 
up  the  Atlantic  coast  to  the  mouth  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  river  and  west  to  this  city  by  way  of 
the  great  lakes.  The  trip  was  made  in  about 
three  weeks.  The  Uncas  is  the  largest  sailing 
yacht  in  Chicago  harbor.  Its  length  over  all  is 
seventy-four  feet  and  it  carries  a  crew  of  five 
men.  It  was  built  for  salt-water  sailing. 

The  Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  through  W.  C. 
Huber,  western  manager,  announces  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  George  W.  Sweeney  as  manager  of  the 
Detroit  office.  Mr.  Sweeney  was  formerly  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Powhatan  Coal  Co.  at  Toledo, 
Ohio,  and  is  well  and  favorably  known  to  the 
coal  trade  of  the  middle  west.  In  addition  to 
its  own  product  of  West  Virginia  steam,  gas  and 
domestic  coals,  Davis  big-vein  Piedmont  smith¬ 
ing  coal  and  Davis  furnace  and  foundry  coke, 
the  company  will  continue  to  market  all  standard 
grades  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  coals.  The 
territory  in  charge  of  the  Detroit  office  embraces 
Ohio,  Indiana,  klichigan  and  the  province  of 
Ontario. 

A.  E.  Hostler,  manager  of  the  Smokeless  Fuel 
Co..  Ellsworth  building,  Chicago,  returned  the 
early  part  of  the  week  from  a  trip  through  the 
Yellowstone  National  park  to  Seattle,  Portland, 
San  Francisco,  Salt  Lake,  Denver  and  Cripple 
Creek.  He  was  accompanied  on  his  trip  hy  Mrs. 
Hostler.  He  reports  that  he  had  a  fine  time  and 
that  it  was  of  great  benefit  to  him  as  giving 
him  a  wider  knowledge  of  the  great  opportuni¬ 
ties  on  the  Pacific  coast.  In  San  Francisco,  Mr. 
Hostler  ran  across  C.  W.  Jackson  and  George 
Hobart,  former  Chicago  coal  men,  who  were  on 
the  point  of  leaving  for  Alaska,  where  they  are 
interested  in  extensive  coal  properties.  He  also 
ran  across  a  number  of  other  former  Chicagoans 
who  are  now  located  on  the  coast.  At  Salt  Lake 
City  he  joined  St.  Bernard  commandery  of  Chi¬ 
cago,  a  Masonic  organization,  which  is  making 
a  tour  of  the  west  in  a  special  car.  Mr.  Hostler 
is  a  member  of  the  commandery  and  accompa¬ 
nied  it  for  several  days  on  the  trij). 

The  Jewett.  Bigelow  &  Brooks  Coal  Co.  has  heen 
incorporated  in  Chicago  to  succeed  to  the  business 
of  the  Jewett,  Bi.gelow  &  Brooks  Co.,  which  has 
been  the  selling  agency  for  Jewett,  Bigelow  & 
Brooks,  of  Detroit,  producers  of  J.  J.  &  B.  Po¬ 
cahontas  coal  and  other  high-grade  products. 
B.  F.  Berry,  president  of  the  Wills  Creek  Coal 
Co.,  is  president  of  the  new  corporation.  F.  L. 
Jewett  is  vice-president  and  S.  M.  Earling  is 
general  manager.  Mr.  Jewett  was  connected 
with  the  old  corporation.  The  comi)any  will 
handle  all  the  products  formerly  sold  by  Jewett, 
Bigelow  &  Brooks  Co.  under  the  same  advanta¬ 
geous  arrangements  with  the  producers.  Mr. 
Berry,  the  new  president,  is  at  the  head  of  a 
large  company,  producing  Hocking  coal.  In 
addition,  the  new  company  will  have  dock  facil¬ 
ities  at  Green  Bay,  Escanaba  and  Milwaukee, 


by  means  of  which  it  is  expected  its  we.stern  busi 
ness  will  be  largely  increased.  The  old  offices 
on  the  ninth  lloor  of  the  Fisher  building  are  re 
tained. 

()n  Monday  constables  invaded  the  office  of  the 
Kelly  Coal  Co.,  Gld  Colony  building,  Chicago, 
and  installed  Joseph  English,  of  Danville,  111.,  as 
acting  sales  agent,  vice  J.  E.  Windsor.  At  the 
same  time  the  entire  office  force  was  dismissed 
and  new  employes  were  engaged.  It  is  claimed 
by  Mr.  Windsor  that  he  has  a  contract  with  th^ 
Kelly  Coal  Co.  to  act  as  general  sales  agent  un¬ 
til  May  thirty-first,  1908,  at  a  stipulated  salary 
and  a  portion  of  the  profits  of  the  jobbing  busi¬ 
ness  conducted  in  connection  with  the  sale  of 
the  product  of  the  company.  He  was  asked  to 
take  a  less  salary  than  the  contract  called  for, 
so  he  claims,  and  refused  to  do  this.  His  resig¬ 
nation  was  demanded,  which  he  refused  to  fur¬ 
nish  under  the  terms  of  the  contract.  On  Mon¬ 
day,  in  his  absence,  the  constables  entered  the 
office  and  took  possession  of  it.  Mr.  Windsor 
threatens  to  bring  suit  for  the  amount  due  him 
under  the  contract,  which  he  estimates  at  $28,- 
000.  The  incident  is  regarded  as  very  unfortunate 
to  all  concerned  by  the  members  of  the  Chicago 
coal  trade. 

B.^  F.  Sipp,  commissioner  of  the  Coal  Ship¬ 
pers’  Association  of  Chicago,  has  resigned,  his 
resignation  having  become  effective  on  August 
first.  Air.  Sipp  tendered  his  resignation  June 
twenty-sixth,  but  it  was  not  accepted  till  the  lat-- 
ter  part  of  July.  He  has  heen  offered  several  im¬ 
portant  positions,  one  of  which  he  thinks  of  ac¬ 
cepting.  Mr.  Sipp  served  the  shippers’  associa¬ 
tion  for  two  years,  during  which  time  he  accom¬ 
plished  much  that  was  of  benefit  to  the  coal  trade 
of  Oiicago  and  to  the  railroads  having  business 
with  coal  shippers.  It  was  largely  through  his 
efforts  that  many  western  roads  restenciled  their 
cars  arriving  at  the  actual  tare  weight,  which  was 
of  benefit  to  both  coal  shippers  and  consignees. 
Many  other  matters  of  a  similar  nature  were  ac¬ 
complished  during  his  term  of  office.  His  resig¬ 
nation  was  entirely  voluntary  and  because  he 
had  other  plans  in  view.  At  a  meeting  of  several 
of  the  leading  coal  shippers,  held  Tuesday  of 
this  week,  the  future  of  the  organization  was 
considered,  and  to  talk  over  plans  for  increasing 
Us  usefulness,  it  was  suggested  that  a  luncheon 
should  be  held  in  the  near  future,  at  which  rep- 
lesentatives  of  all  the  leading  coal  companies 
will  be  asked  to  be  present.  If  this  luncheon 
is  held,  probably  ways  and  means  of  still  further 
increasing  the  scope  of  the  organization  will  be 
considered.  Acting  President  C.  M.  Moderwell 
was  asked  to  appoint  a  committee  of  five  leading 
coal  shippers  to  make  arrangements  for  it. 

Gaylord  H.  Conn,  sales  manager  of  the  Crescent 
Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Plymouth  Imilding,  Chicago, 
piloted  a  number  of  his  salesmen  to  the  lead¬ 
ing  coal  operations  in  Indiana  the  early  part  of 
the  week  to  give  them  a  better  and  wider  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  preparation  of  this  coal,  the  manner 
in  which  it  is  mined  and  knowledge  which  can  be 
used  to  advantage  in  .selling  it.  In  the  party,  aside 
from  Mr.  Conn,  were  C.  W.  Alabcck,  rciiresenta- 
tive  of  the  company  in  Illinois  ;  I'.  A.  McCole,  sales 
repre.sentative  in  Iowa,  and  C.  P.  Smith.  Chicago 
city  salesman.  The  first  stop  was  at  Shelburne, 
Ind.,  where  several  mines  were  visited  and  thor¬ 
oughly  inspected.  'I'he  party  then  returned  to 
I  erre  Haute,  visiting  the  mines  at  Ehrmandale 
the  next  morning  and  the  modern  plant  of  the 
Collins  Coal  Co.  at  Billtown.  the  shipping  point 
for  this  operation  being  at  Ehrmandale.  In  the 
afternoon  a  trip  was  taken  to  Brazil,  where  the 
party  was  met  by  W.  J.  Snyder,  of  Zeller,  Mc¬ 
Clellan  &  Co.,  who  took  the  members  in  a  car¬ 
riage  to  the  new  mine  of  the  company  on  the 
Vandalia  line  to  show  them  how  Brazil 
block  coal  is  mined  and  prepared.  This  is  a 
modern  mine,  provided  with  fine  equipment. 
Upon  returning  to  Terre  Haute  a  number  of 
coal  men  took  the  party  in  charge  for  a  trip  to 
Lake  View  park,  the  leading  point  of  interest, 
where  the  evening  was  pleasantly  spent.  The 
trip  was  educational,  and  it  is  believed  will  be 
beneficial  to  those  who  took  it  and  to  the  Cres¬ 
cent  Coal  &  Mining  Co. 
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Second  Largest  Coal  Merger  in  the  Country  Formed. 


Sunday  Creek  Company  is  Incorporated  to  Take  Over  Coal  Properties  in  the  Hocking  Valley 
and  KMf^o.wha  Pjsgion — Will  Have  an  Annual  Output  Estimated  at  10,000,000  Tons 
of  Coal — Will  Control  its  Own  Mines,  Lake  Craft  and  Oock  Properties  — 

John  H.  Winder  is  Head  of  the  ^few  Company, 


On  August  first  the  Sunday  Creek  Co.  began 
liusiness,  alisorliing  seven  large  coal  producing 
and  dock  companies  in  the  middle  west.  The  new 
merger  is  a  result  of  eighteen  months  of  arduous 
work  on  the  part  of  John  II.  Winder,  who  has 
been  elected  to  the  presidency.  It  is  claimed  for 
it  that  it  is  the  second  largest  coal  producing 
company  in  the  United  States,  and  iii  this  con- 
ncction  it  may  be  pointed  out  that  it  controls 
sixty-three  mines,  with  an  output  at  present  of 
10,000,000  tons  of  coal  annually.  In  addition  to 
being ’one  of  the  largest  producing  companies  in 
the  United  States,  the  new  company  has  storage 
capacity  at  Milwaukee,  Superior  and  Duluth  for 
2,.')00,000  tons  of  coal ;  it  owns  its  own  vessels 
oil  the  great  lakes,  and  also  has  one  of  the  most 
complete  sales  organization  for  the  transaction 
of  the  immense  business  which  it  is  designed 
to  do  to  be  found  in  connection  with  the  coal 

industry.  ,  ■  ,  ,  ,  • 

The  companies  which  have  been  included  in 
the  merger  are  all  large  producing  companies 
when  taken  individually.  In  the  aggregate  they 
represent  the  second  largest  producing  interest  in 
the  country,  and  also  will  permit  of  an  expansion 
in  the  future  which  will  enable  the  company  to 
meet  any  demands  that  may  be  made  upon  it  for 
the  coals  which  it  produces. 

Companies  In  tlie  New  Merger. 

The  companies  included  in  the  merger  and 
now  operating  under  the  name  of  the  Sunday 
Creek  Co.  are  as  follows: 

Sunday  Creek  Coal  Co.  Continental  Coal  Co. 
Ohio  Land  &  Railway  St.  Paul  &  Western 

Co.  Coal  Co. 

Kanawha  &  Hocking  Boston  Coal  Dock  & 

Coal  &  Coke  Co.  Wharf  Co. 

Buckeye  Coal  &  Railway  Co. 

All  except  two  of  these  companies  are  pro¬ 
ducers  of  coal  in  the  middle  west.  The  Sunday 
Creek  Coal  Co.,  Buckeye  Coal  &  Railway  Co., 
Ohio  Land  &  Railway  Co.  and  the  Continental 
Coal  Co.  are  all  operating  •  companies  located 
in  the  Sunday  Creek  region  of  Ohio  and  pro¬ 
ducing  the  well-known  Hocking  coal  of  that 
name.  These  companies  have  a  total  productive 
capacity  of  6,000,000  tons  annually.  Heretofore 
they  have  each  operated  under  independent  man¬ 
agement,  but  the  total  output  has  been  sold 
through  the  Sunday  Creek  Coal  Co. 

The  Kanawha  &  Hocking  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
operates  on  the  Kanawha  &  Michigan  railroad  in 
West  Virginia,  producing  the  largest  tonnage  of 
any  company  located  on  that  road.  It  produces 
4,000,000  tons  of  coal  annually  sold  commercially 
as  Kanawha  splint,  Kanawha  gas  or  coking  coal, 
Kanawha  steam  coal,  which  corresponds  to  the 
Fairmont  product  and  the  Cedar  Grove  coal.  The 
latter  is  a  high  grade  domestic  and  steam  product 
corresponding  to  the  Jackson  Hill  coal  produced 
in  Ohio  and  having  many  of  the  qualities  of  the 
latter.  There  are  only  three  mines  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  producing  this  coal,  and  these  mines  are 
controlled  by  this  company.  These  coals  hereto¬ 
fore  have  been  sold  by  the  Sunday  Creek  Coal 
Co.,  but  will  be  controlled  in  the  matter  of  pro¬ 
duction  as  well  as  sales  by  the  new  merger,  the 
Sunday  Creek  Co. 

Purpose  of  tlie  New  Consolidation. 

John  H.  Winder  in  forming  this  merger  of  ope¬ 
rating  interests  had  a  distinct  purpose  in  view, 
the  most  important  feature  of  which  was  in  line 
with  economy.  Linder  the  old  arrangement  each 
of  the  five  companies  so  far  as  production  was 
concerned  was  under  the  management  ol  its  own 
set  of  officers  and  its  own  mine  officials.  Each 
was  obliged  to  make  a  showing  in  order  to  sat¬ 
isfy  its  stockholders,  not  all  of  the  latter  owning 
stock  in  the  other  companies.  As  a  consequence, 
many  of  the  mines  which  were  not  as  economical 
as  the  others  were  obliged  to  operate  to  make  this 


showing,  thus  increasing  the  average  cost  of  the 
coal  produced.  Under  the  new  arrangement  dur¬ 
ing  times  of  keen  competition  and  slack  demand 
only  part  of  the  mines  will  be  operated,  if  cur¬ 
tailment  of  production  is  necessary.  'I'hose  mines 
which  can  produce  coal  at  the  lowest  cost  will  be 
the  ones  which  will  be  kept  in  service,  and  the 
others  will  be  utilized  only  when  demand  is  active 
and  the  prices  obtained  from  the  product  will 
permit  it.  This  will  result  in  a  very  great  econ¬ 
omy — sufficient,  it  is  said,  to  pay  ordinary  interest 
charges  on  the  capital  stock  of  the  new  corpora¬ 
tion. 

IlaH  Many  Assets  of  (;reat  Value. 

Inventories  have  been  prepared  of  every  ' plant 
and  all  the  property  included  in  the  merger  and 
at  present  valuations,  which  in  some  instances  are 
extremely  low,  the  net  assets  of  the  Sunday 
Creek  Co.  are  said  to  be  over  $50,000,000.  One 
item  alone  constitutes  a  considerable  proportion 
of  this  amount.  This  consists  of  100,000  acres  of 
coal,  which  is  owned  and  absolutely  controlled 
by  the  new  company.  This  coal  will  permit  of 
future  developments  as  the  demands  of  the  trade 
may  require,  and  if  it  were  necessary,  doubtless 
many  additional  mines  could  be  opened  to  aug¬ 
ment  the  producing  capacity  of  the  sixty-three 
which  are  now  available. 

Another  asset  of  the  company  of  great  value 
is  its  dock  properties  on  the  great  lakes.  The 
corporation  owns  large  docks  at  Duluth.  Su¬ 
perior  and  Milwaukee  which  now  have  a  storage 
capacity  oF  2,000,000  tons  of  coal.  In  addition 
extensive  improvements  are  being  completed  at* 
the  St.  Louis  bay  docks  of  the  company  which 
will  increase  this  storage  eapacity  500.000  tons, 
bringing  the  total  up  to  2,500,000  annually,  or  a 
handling  capacity  of  5,000,000  tons.  These  dock 
properties  are  all  live  assets.  Owing  to 
the  rapid  increase  in  the  demands  for  stor¬ 
age  room  for  lake  .coal,  available  sites  for 
docks  have  nearly  all  been  purchased  by  large 
interests,  and  the  appreciation  in  value  of  the  real 
estate  alone  will  be  a  most  important  item  during 
the  next  ten  years.  The  company  also  controls 
and  owns  four  large  lake  carriers,  each  having  a 
carrying  capacity  of  5,000  to  6,000  tons,  which 
will  be  used  in  the  transportation  of  the  product 
from  Lake  Erie  loading  ports  to  the  docks  al¬ 
ready  mentioned. 

Consolidation  Independent  of  Railroads. 

The  new  merger  also  makes  the  producing  in¬ 
terests  in  the  Hocking  valley,  included  in  the  cor¬ 
poration,  independent  of  railroad  interests.  Prior 
to  the  merger,  the  feeling  always  prevailed  to  a 
greater  or  lesser  extent  that  the  Sunday  Creek 
interests  were  dominated  by  th  Hocking  Valley 
and  the  Kanawha  &  Michigan  railroads.  Doubt¬ 
less  a  community  of  interest  still  prevails  to 
some  extent,  as  there  are  stockholders  interested 
in  all  three  corporations,  but  the  maangement  of 
the  coal  company  will  be  independent  of  the  rail¬ 
roads  in  every  respect.  The  coal  corporation  will 
have  its  own'  board  of  directors  who  have  no 
connection  with  the  directorate  of  the  railroad 
companies,  and  its  own  executive  officers  who 
are  practical  coal  men  of  wide  experience  and 
ability.  The  Sunday  Creek  Co_.  will  be  operated 
wholly  as  a  coal  corporation,  will  derive  its  earn¬ 
ings  from  this  source,  and  will  be  managed  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  principles  which  prevail  in  the 
management  of  other  large  coal  corporations 
doing  business  in  a  number  of  states. 

Members  of  Board  of  Directors. 

The  members  of  the  board  of  directors  are 
representative  of  the  interests  back  of  the  new 
company,  and  are  as  follows : 

John  H.  'Winder,  president  of  the  company,  Co¬ 
lumbus. 

C.  W.  Watson,  president  of  Fairmont  Coal  Co., 
Baltimore. 


S.  P.  Busch,  vice-president-manager  of  the 
Buckeye  Steel  Casting  Co.,  Columbus. 

C.  L.  Poston,  president  of  New  York  Coal  Co. 
and  capitalist,  Athens,  Ohio. 

E.  A.  Cole,  bank  director  and  coal  operator, 
Columbus. 

H.  H.  Heiner,  vice-president  of  the  company, 
Columbus. 

Alfred  Hicks,  president  Allegheny  Steel  &  Iron 
Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Louis  B.  Dailey,  New  Jersey. 

The  officers  of  the  new  corporation  are  all 
from  Columbus,  and  for  the  most  part  consist  of 
former  officials  of  the  various  companies,  who 
have  been  selected  for  the  posts  they  now  occupy 
on  account  of  their  peculiar  fitness  for  the  duties 
that  will  come  to  them.  The  complete  list  of 
executive  officers  is  as  follows: 

President.  John  H.  Winder,  Columbus. 

Vice-President  and  Sales  Manager,  H.  H. 
Heiner,  Columbus. 

Secretary-Treasurer,  Charles  A.  Suydam. 

Auditor,  Samuel  W.  Gilliland. 

Assistant  to  President,  J.  H.  Schwartz. 

Corresponding  Secretary,  C.  F.  Mayer. 

Manager  of  Mines,  J.  M.  Roan. 

Manager  of  Stores.  G.  E.  Tetrick. 

Chief  Engineer,  N.  D.  Monsarrat. 

The  company  starts  out  with  a  most  complete 
sales  organization  and  with  an  established  business 
in  all  the  important  markets  of  the  middle  west. 
A  policy  will  be  followed  which,  it  is  e.xpected. 
will  increase  the  business  of  the  company  very 
largely. 

lias  Complete  Sales  Organization. 

H.  H.  Heiner,  the  vice-president  and  sales 
manager,  is  experienced  in  handling  a  large  vol¬ 
ume  of  business.  He  was  identified  with  the  Sun¬ 
day  Creek  Coal  Co.,  first  in  charge  of  its  Detroit 
business,  where  he  met  with  such  success  that 
he  was  promoted  to  the  vice-presidency  and  gen¬ 
eral  managership  of  the  Boston  Coal  Dock  & 
Wharf  Co.,  and  the  St.  Paul  &  Western  Coal  Co., 
at  St.  Paul,  having  charge  of  all  the  immense  lake 
business  of  the  company.  On  June  first  of  this 
year  he  became  general  manager  of  sales  for  the 
Sunday  Creek  Coal  Co.,  with  headquarters  at  Co¬ 
lumbus,  having  complete  charge  of  the  sales 
policy  of  the  company.  Mr.  Hemer  is  thoroughly 
progressive  in  his  ideas,  and  through  his  ag¬ 
gressive  policy  and  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
business  has  made  rapid  advancement.  The  best 
part  of  this  success  consists  in  the  fact  that  it 
has  been  fully  merited,  due  to  his  ability  as  an  ex¬ 
ecutive  official. 

At  Chicago,  J.  Atwater,  who  has  been  west¬ 
ern  manager  since  1S99,  when  the  Sunday  Creek 
Coal  Co.  had  two  mines  producing  200,000  to 
250,000  tons  of  coal  annually,  will  remain  as  resi¬ 
dent  manager.  Mr.  Atwater  has  been  in  the  coal 
business  since  1879,  having  been  identified  with 
Coxe  Bros.  &  Co..  Inc.,  for  seventeen  years.  He 
then  became  identified  with  the  Consolidated  Coal 
Co.,  at  Oiicasro,  when  this  company  did  a  large 
business  in  the  local  market  and  was  a  factor 
of  some  importance,  continuing  for  four  years. 
He  later  became  western  sales  agent  of  the  New 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  and  in  1899  succeeded  J.  B. 
Cavanaugh  as  resident  manager  for  the  Sunday 
Creek  Coal  Co.  Mr.  Atwater  is  a  thoroughly  ex¬ 
perienced  coal  man  :  he  commands  the  wide  respect 
of  the  trade,  has  innumerable  friends  and  is  ag¬ 
gressive  in  his  methods.  He  has  been  thoroughly 
successful  in  connection  with  this  company  and 
has  earned  ih's  success  by  his  broad  gauge  policy. 

F.  C.  Brvan,  in  charge  of  the  interests  of  the 
company  in  the  northwest,  and  E.  E.  Heiner,  who 
is  also  located  in  that  territory,  are  able  and 
efficient  officials,  while  the  Detroit  office  is  in 
good  hands. 

The  credit  for  forming  the  new  merger  and  for 
carrying  it  to  completion  belongs  to  John  H. 
Winder  of  Columbus.  Mr.  Winder  has  had  many 
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complex  problelns  to  overcome  in  bringing  the 
combination  about.  Innumeraljle  difficulties  were 
placed  in  bis  way,  even  by  some  of  those  who  will 
be  benefited  by  the  new  arrangement,  and  these  re¬ 
quired  patience  and  persistence  before  they  were 
overcome. 

John  II.  Winder  I’lanned  Consolidation. 

The  success  of  Mr.  Winder  has  been  remark¬ 
able.  From  a  humble  position  as  file  clerk  in  a 
railroad  office  to  the  presidency  of  the  second 
largest  coal  company  in  the  United  States  is 
a  long  step,  but  seemingly  within  a  comparatively 
short  time  Mr.  Winder  has  taken  it.  Since  start¬ 
ing  as  an  office  l)oy  with  tlie  Seaboard  Air  Line 
Mr.  Winder  has  been  making  progress  toward 
the  highest  goal  of  business  success,  alone  and 
unaided.  It  is  true  that  he  has  been  surrounded 
and  had  as  his  associates  leading  financiers  of  the 
United  States  who  have  aided  him  in  executing 
his  plans,  among  whom  may  be  ment'oned  Thomas 
F.  Ryan,  probably  the  most  prominent  financier 
in  New  York  today,  but  it  was  Mr.  Winder’s 
characteristics  and  his  own  ability  which  made  it 
possible  for  him  to  gain  the  interest  and  help  of 
such  men. 

Mr.  Winder  started  on  the  lowest  rung  of  the 
business  ladder  as  the  smallest  paid  official  of  the 
Seaboard  Air  Line  three  days  after  he  was  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  Virginia  Military  Institute  at 
Lexington,  Va.  He  entered  on  his  nominal  du¬ 
ties  an  utter  stranger  to  everyone  in  the  office, 
but  soon  demonstrated  ability  which  was  recog¬ 
nized  by  his  superiors  and  promotions  came 
steadily.  He  served  in  various  capacities  and  re¬ 
tired  as  the  president  and  general  manager  of  the 
entire  system  of  this  big  eastern  railroad  property. 

Began  as  a  Mining  Superintendent. 

After  leaving  the  Seaboard,  Mr.  Winder  spent 
two  years  in  New  York,  where  he  became  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Mr.  Ryan,  at  whose  request  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Ohio  in  1898  as  superintendent  of  two 
mines  belonging  to  the  Hocking  Coal  &  Railroad 
Co.,  where  he  obtained  his  first  experience  in 
handling  mining  properties.  They  were  both 
small  properties,  but  complete  and  rnodern,  af¬ 
fording  the  opportunities  which  he  wished.  His 
first  step  in  consolidating  coal  interests  occurred 
in  1899,  when  the  Buckeye  Coal  &  Railroad  Co. 
was  organized.  Shortly  after  the  organization  of 
this  company  he  was  elected  vice-president  of  it. 
and  the  following  year  was  named  secretary  of 
the  Sunday  Creek  Coal  Co.,  which  was  then  one 
of  the  principal  coal  producing  companies  of 
Ohio.  A  year  as  vice-president  and  two  years 
as  secretary  placed  him  in  close  touch  with  the 
Ohio  mining  situation,  and  the  results  which  he 
obtained  won  for  him  the  office  of  general  mana¬ 
ger  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Coal  Co.  The  hold¬ 
ings  then,  however,  were  small  compared  with 
what  they  have  been  within  the  past  few  years. 
The  expansion  policy  was  rigidly  followed  for 
a  year,  and  additional  properties  were  taken  over 
by  both  the  Buckeye  and  Sunday  Creek. 

Soon  after  his  election  as  general  manager  of 
the  Sunday  Creek,  Mr.  Winder  organized  twenty 
coal  mines  in  the  Kanawha  valley  of  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  into  what  was  called  the  Kanawha  &  Hock¬ 
ing  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

And  at  the  completion  of  the  organization  of 
the  Kanawha  company,  of  which  he  was  made 
general  manager,  he  became  the  active  agency  for 
bringing  together  nearly  all  the  mines  in  the 
Hocking  valley  under  the  name  of  the  Conti¬ 
nental  Coal  Co.  It  proved  to  be  the  biggest  coal 
merger  in  the  state  up  to  that  time,  and  the  size 
of  the  company,  considering  the  connections  of 
the  man  who  had  brought  it  about,  caused  no 
little  anxiety  among  the  other  large  companies  of 
the  state. 

Believes  In  a  Square  Deal. 

He  is  a  believer  in  a  square  deal  and  in  his 
initial  transactions  with  Ohio  operators  he  gained 
a  reputation  for  integrity,  broad  views  and  liber¬ 
ality.  This  made  his  second  effort  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  consolidating  properties  much  easier  to 
execute  than  the  first.  And  while  the  latest  stu¬ 
pendous  transaction  has  required  nearly  two 
years  to  complete,  it  has  been  done  with  the  same 
ease  that  characterized  the  others.  It  has  cov¬ 
ered  a  wide  field  of  operation  and  conference 
after  conference  with  leading  capitalists  of  the 
east  has  been  held  and  the  scheme  of  combining 
the  seven  companies  laid  before  them  in  detail. 


If  it  was  the  original  plan  to  eventually  form 
under  one  head  the  coal  properties  of  the  Hock¬ 
ing  and  Sunday  Creek  valleys  and  the  Kanawha 
district  of  West  Virginia,  it  has  taken  seven 
years  to  accomplish  it,  but  there  were  many  ob¬ 
stacles  which  presented  themselves  and  the  prog¬ 
ress  at  times  necessarily  was  slow. 

V 

M  Commotion  at  Elkhart. 

Local  newspapers  are  engaged  in  an  attack  on 
the  six  retail  coal  dealers  at  Elkhart,  Ind.,  and  are 
asserting  with  a  few  vituperous  adjectives  by  way 
of  making  the  matter  sensational,  that  there  is  a 
local  coal  combination  at  that  point.  The  trouble 
originated  over  the  award  of  the  school  contract 
to  Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  of  Chicago.  This 
award  was  made  in  good  faith,  and  after  an  agree¬ 
ment  had  been  made  with  all  the  local  dealers  at 
Elkhart,  at  the  request  of  the  president  of  the 
school  board.  Apparently  the  latter,  however, 
after  the  contract  was  awarded,  broke  faith  with 
the  dealers,  resulting  in  much  publicity  concerning 
the  award  of  the  business.  Hunter  W.  Finch, 
president  of  Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  Chicago,  in 
an  interview  this  week,  said  concernhig  the  mat¬ 
ter  : 

“The  question  whether  or  not  the  retail  dealers 
in  a  town  _  or  city  are  the  legitimate  channel 
through  which  should  pass  the  coal  trade  of  that 
city,  came  up  squarely  in  a  little  controversy  that 
broke  out  last  week  at  Elkhart,  Indiana.  The 
president  of  the  school  board  there,  not  obtaining 
from  the  dealers  prices  for  900  tons  of  New  River 
coal  which  satisfied  him,  began  shopping  around 
on  the  outside  for  bids.  Coming  to  Chicago  he 
besought  among  others.  Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co. 
to  make  a  bid  direct  to  the  board.  This  school 
board  president,  M.  U.  Demarest,  it  happened, 
had  been  a  coal  dealer  himself  and  had  in  that 
capacity  bought  coal  from  Mr.  Finch.  The  latter 
informed  him  that  the  coal  trade  at  Elkhart  be¬ 
longed  legitimately  to  the  dealers  of  the  city  and 
that  he  did  not  care  to  bid  for  the  business  against 
them.  But  wi'th  pertinacity,  Mr.  Demarest  in¬ 
sisted  and  finally  Mr.  Finch  told  him  that  if  he 
could  obtain  the  consent  of  the  local  dealers,  and 
if  Mr.  Demarest  would  consent  that  a  reasonable 
allowance  be  paid  to  them  as  their  legitimate 
profit,  he  would  make  a  bid.  Mr.  Demarest  ex¬ 
pressly  stated  his  willingness  to  allow  the  dealers 
a  fair  margin  and  he  thought  twenty-five  cents 
was  very  fair.  Upon  proper  personal  application 
to  the  six  Elkhart  dealers  the  latter  s'gned  a 
written  statement,  consenting  to  the  shipment  of 
the  coal  by  Einch  &  Co.  direct  to  the  school  board 
if  in  the  bid  made  by  Mr.  Finch  an  allowance  of 
twenty-five  cents  per  ton  were  provided  as  their 
rightful  interest.  Thereupon  Mr.  Finch  made  a 
quotation  which  secured  for  him  the  contract. 

President  Caused  Tlie  Publicity. 

'  “When  Mr.  Demarest  thus  secured  the  con¬ 
tract,  he  went  home,  repudiated  the  reasonable 
agreement  and  gave  the  whole  transaction  to  the 
local  papers,  criticizing  the  deal  he  had  made. 
What  is  known  as  a  “howl”  went  up  from  Elk¬ 
hart.  There  were  intimations  of  illegal  pools,  of 
laws  violated,  of  menacing  fines  and  imprisonment, 
of  public  odium  for  all  "concerned,  and  in  short, 
all  the  concomitants  of  a  sensation,  induced  by 
forced  draft  of  elevated  temperature,  otherwise 
hot  air. 

“However  the  indignant  citizen  may  view  the 
matter,  the  most  peculiar  circumstance  about  the 
whole  matter  to  a  coal  man  is  the  very  modest 
sum  which  the  dealers  of  Elkhart  were  content 
to  accept  in  lieu  of  their  profit  on  the  busuiess. 
The  writer  not  long  ago  asked  the  commissioner 
of  a  retail  coal  dealers’  association,  which  had 
a  n’en;bership  of  many  hundred  dealers — not  the 
Michigan  avid  Indiana  Association — what  the  av¬ 
erage  merchant  in  his  two  states  regarded  as  a 
fair  margin  of  profit  on  coal  handled.  The  imme¬ 
diate  response  was  that  one  dollar  was  generally 
held  to  be  the  proper  margin.  But  down  in  Elk¬ 
hart  the  dealers  are  content  to  do  business  appar¬ 
ently  for  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  and  that  display 
of  modesty  gives  the  school  board  a  severe  pain. 
A'l  cuisider  might  wonder  what  public  sentiment 
at  Elkhart  is  like.  Local  pride  is  certainly  at  a 
sad  discount,  when  a  profit  of  twenty-five  cents 
is  begrudged  the  home  dealers  on  business  which 
dealers  in  other  states  hold  fair  at  $1.00  and  when 
a  school  board  is  commended  for  journeying  to 


Toledo,  Chicago  and  other  distant  cenlor  and  be¬ 
seeching  all  whom  it  may  meet  to  wrest  from 
the  home  dealers  all  profit  in  a  tratle  tlr a  i-; 
Icgil’mately  theirs.  It  is  a  square  issue  that  is 
thus  joined  in  this  little  tempest. 

“Are  the  dealers  in  a  community  justified  in 
asking  the  large  wholesale  interests  from  whom 
they  buy  coal,  to  refrain  from  competing  with  tin 
dealers  in  the  latter’s  own  restricted  retail  trade, 
except  as  they  may  consent  ?” 

V 

Notes  From  the  Twin  Cities. 

Harry  C.  Rendell.  city  agent  of  the  North 
Western  Fuel  Co.,  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  returned 
on  July  twenty  seventh  from  a  ten  days’  trip  to 
'Power  Lakes. 

George  M.  .Space,  general  western  sales  agent 
of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  at  St.  Paul,  Minn., 
has  returned  from  a  two  weeks’  trip  through 
the  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  coal  districts. 

Roy  Saxton,  until  recently  connected  with  Coxe 
Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  Minneapolis,  in  the  capacity  of 
sales  agent,  has  severed  his  connection  with  the 
company  and  is  now  representing  the  Sullivan 
Coal  Co.  as  city  salts  agent  at  Minneapolis, 
kfinn. 

The  retail  coal  business  at  Minneapolis  and  St. 
Paul  is  very  quiet  and  not  much  activity  is  noted 
in  the  line  trade.  'Fhere  are  some  inquiries  for 
all-rail  shipment  for  August  delivery,  but  the 
business  is  very  light.  Dock  coal  shipments  are 
better  than  in  June. 

N.  S.  Coffin,  president  of  the  Pioneer  Fuel  Co., 
Minneapolis,  Minn.,  returned  July  twenty-fifth 
from ,  a  trip  to  Boston,  Mass.,  where  he  was 
called  by  the  serious  illness  of  his  sister.  She 
was  .sufficiently  convalescent,  however,  to  return 
to  Minneapolis  with  him. 

V 

Coal  Men  Meet  With  l^eeves. 

A  well  attended  conference  of  coal  shipping 
companies  in  Chicago  was  held  by  Secretary  G.  H. 
Reeves  of  the  Northwestern  Retail  Coal  Dealers 
Association  at  the  Great  Northern  Hotel  last  Fri¬ 
day  morning.  The  purpose  of  this  meeting  was  to 
stamp  out  the  irregularities  in  connection  with 
shipments  to  the  northwest.  It  was  informal 
throughout,  and  there  was  a  wide  expression  of 
opinion  on  the  part  of  those  present  as  to  how 
this  might  best  be  accomplished.  Forty  ship¬ 
ping  companies  were  represented  during  the  meet¬ 
ing.  As  a  result  of  it  a  better  understanding  was 
arrived  at;  tbe  rights  of  the  retailers  probably 
will  be  respected  in  the  future  and  the  position 
of  the  good  jobber  who  endeavors  to  do  business 
according  to  right  principles  will  become  more 
strongly  intrenched. 

During  the  informal  discussion  it  seemed  to  be 
the  opinion^  of  those  present  that  there  were  two 
classes  of  jobbers,  the  good  and  the  bad.  'The 
point  was_ brought  out  that  if  the  bad  jobber  only 
injured  himself  no  harm  would  be  done,  but  he 
frequently  injures  the  good  jobber  indirectly. 
The  mine  operator  depends  upon  the  jobber  in 
many  instances  to  dispose  of  his  product,  and 
as  he  does  not  go  direct  to  the  dealer  he  does 
not  feel  the  same  responsibility  when  the  jobber 
makes  irregular  shipments.  To  reach  him  was  the 
problem  considered  and  a  plan  was  evolved  wh'ch 
probably  will  be  beneficial. 

Some  of  the  shipping  companies  represented 
never  realized  before  how  unfair  it  was  to  them 
when  the  bad  jobber  made  irregular  shipments. 
The  conference  brought  them  to  a  realizing  sense 
of  this.  A  committee  of  two  representatives  of 
Chicago  shipping  companies  was  named  to  call  on 
the  small  jobbers  in  this  market  and  induce  them, 
in  the  future,  to  refrain  from  making  irregular 
shipments  where  they  had  been  following  tliat 
policy.  Ex-President  C.  M.  Morse  of  the  North¬ 
western  Association  had  contemplated  being 
present  at  the  meeting,  but  owing  to  the  serious 
illness  of  his  daughter  could  not  attend.  The  re 
suits  attained  were  iiiuch  more  favorable  from 
every  standpoint  than  was  expected.  The  opin¬ 
ion  seems  prevalent  that  closer  relationships  be¬ 
tween  Chicago  jobbers  and  Northwestern  dealer^ 
will  follow. 
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Union  Trust  Building,  Telephone  Main  252.  This  office  is  in  charge  of 
R.  C.  CROWTHERS,  as  local  and  southwestern  news  and  advertising 
manager. 


A  Japanese  is  said  to  have  invented  a  perfect  smoke  consumer.  Probably 
this  is  the  reason  Rojestvensky  could  not  find  the  fleet  of  Admiral  Togo 
in  the  recent  little  unpleasantness  in  the  sea  of  Japan. 

An  eastern  paper  quotes  a  scriptural  expression  as  follows :  “Sufficient 
unto  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof.”  The  remainder  of  the  article  is  devoted 
to  John  Mitchei.l.  Wonder  if  there  is  any  connection  between  the  text 
and  the  subject  matter? 

President  Roosevelt  will  address  the  miners  of  the  anthracite  region  at 
Scranton,  August  tenth.  'J'his  address  was  arranged  by  the  miners’  officials, 
probably  in  the  belief  that  it  might  furnish  some  encouragement  to  the  or¬ 
ganization.  If  Mr.  Roosevelt  delivers  the  same  kind  of  an  address  on  this 


occasion  that  he  did  in  Chicago  during  the  teamsters'  strike  it  is  safe  to 
say  that  the  miners  will  not  find  much  encouragement  in  it,  but  that  they 
will  be  more  anxious  to  continue  peace  next  spring  than  they  have  been,  ap¬ 
parently,  during  the  past  two  or  three  months. 

,\  liik.MiNoiiA.M  NEWSPAPER  is  authority  for  the  statement  that  .\labama 
has  a  supply  of  coal  which  will  last  for  2,0f)0  years  yet.  This  is  a  broad 
statement,  as  it  does  lujt  take  into  account  the  increase  in  population  which 
may  occur  in  the  meantime.  Possibly  2.000  years  from  now  Alabama  may  he 
more  po])ulous  than  the  most  congested  spot  on  this  terrestrial  sphere  at 
this  time.  The  consumption  of  coal  may  he  immense  with  the  rapid  develop¬ 
ment  that  is  going  on  in  our  manufacturing  world.  Such  statements  are 
absurd. 

Mr.  Mitchell  is  reported  to  have  said  in  a  recent  statement  in  the 
anthracite  region:  “Never  in  my  life  have  I  felt  more  concerned  about  the 
entire  mining  situation  than  now.”  There  is  no  reason  why  Mr.  Mitchell 
should  he  concerned  if  he  will  hold  his  organization  in  line  next  spring  and 
prevent  it  from  making  unreasonable  demands  upon  the  operators.  The 
latter  want  to  he  fair.  The  only  concern  that  will  arise  may  occur  if  the 
miners  do  not  meet  them  half  way  on  this  proposition  of  fairness. 

Education  in  the  Coal  Trade. 

One  of  the  hobbies  of  The  Black  Dia.mond  consists  in  believing  that 
the  advancement  and  progress  of  the  coal  industry  of  the  United  States  de¬ 
pends  upon  education  more  than  anything  else.  With  this  in  view,  the 
general  policy  of  the  paper  is  shaped,  in  order  that  modern  ideas  and  modern 
methods  can  be  disseminated  so  that  all  the  factors  in  the  industry  may  take 
advantage  of  them.  We  live  in  an  age  of  great  commercial  activity,  in 
which  there  is  an  element  of  unusual  strenuousness.  The  commercial  world 
today  is  an  amplification  of  the  principle  which  has  been  defined  in  the  past 
in  every  line  of  human  endeavor  as  “the  survival  of  the  fittest.”  The  fittest 
in  commercial  realms  are  those  who  do  the  important  studying  and  who 
keep  fully  abreast  of  practical  methods  and  practical  ideas  in  the  transaction 
of  business.  In  line  \Uth  these  ideas  it  is  with  some  gratification  that  we 
produce  a  letter  this  week  from  L.  W.  McKown,  of  Davenport,  Iowa.  Mr. 
McKown  is  a  coal  man,  and  we  believe  it  will  be  apparent  to  our  readers 
that  he  is  a  student  of  coal  conditions,  anxious  to  advance  in  every  possible 
way.  For  that  reason  we  hope  that  his  letter  will  be  read  thoroughly  and 
carefully  and  that  the  ideas  which  he  has  set  forth  will  be  studied.  He  says : 

“The  Black  Diamond  is  as  good  as  a  daily  messenger,  by  which  one 
can  keep  posted  concerning  the  situation  from  week  to  week,  and  I  find  by 
careful  observation  that  your  important  items  are  practically  up  to  date.  It 
is  about  as  inexpensive  a  manner  in  wfliich  to  keep  posted  on  coal  conditions 
as  one  can  expect  to  find.  It  is  indeed  an  encyclopedia  brought  down  to 
date  each  week. 

“For  young  men  who  are  interested  in  coal  mines  and  have  practically 
adopted  coal  mining  as  their  future  career,  it  is  invaluable  for  information, 
and  as  an  educator  in  its  particular  line  it  is  surely  a  very  desirable  paper. 
We  make  it  a  practice  in  our  office  of  urging  our  employes,  from  stenographer 
up,  to  read  it  at  their  opportunity  each  week,  as  we  know  they  can  more  in¬ 
telligently  do  their  work  and  with  greater  pleasure  if  they  familiarize  them¬ 
selves  with  the  coal  conditions  from  time  to  time. 

“The  articles  that  appear  containing  technical  sketches  of  mines,  mine 
production,  nature  of  products  and  loading  for  shipment  are  always  inter¬ 
esting  to  one  who  is  bred  and  born  in  the  work. 

“It  was  the  writer’s  privilege  to  be  a  member  of  one  of  the  excursion 
parties  of  the  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  in 
June,  and  the  practical  knowledge  received  through  a  visit  to  the  mines  of 
Pennsylvania,  with  a  view  to  learning  what  others  could  tell  you  and  what 
your  own  eyes  could  see,  was  valued  more  than  dollars  and  cents  could 
estimate.  Any  one  who  has  the  opportunity  to  make  a  trip  of  this  kind  and 
neglects  to  do  it  is  one  who  may  some  day  find  that  opportunity  has  knocked 
but  once  at  his  door.” 

The  writer  of  this  communication  can  be  a  force  for  good  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  advancement  of  the  coal  trade  in  his  community.  Setting 
aside  the  very  complimentary  remarks  concerning  The  Black  Diamond,  he 
suggests  another  fundamental  idea  which  must  not  be  overlooked.  We 
have  advocated  that  there  should  be  frequent  excursions  to  coal  mines  be¬ 
cause  we  believe  they  are  for  the  best  interests  of  coal  men  generally.  We 
can,  therefore,  in  all  sincerity  commend  the  idea  as  outlined  by  Mr.  McKown. 
Retail  coal  dealers  and  coal  shippers  should  take  advantage  of  these  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  the  beneficent  results  that  will  accrue  in  making  them  better  edu¬ 
cated  coal  men. 
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Program  for  Coal  Men's  Picnic. 


Plans  were  completed  this  week  for  third  an¬ 
nual  picnic  of  the  Chicago  coal  trade,  to  occur  a 
week  from  today  at  Ravinia  park,  on  the  north 
shore,  fourteen  miles  from  Evanston.  'I'he  com¬ 
plete  program  for  the  day  has  been  issued,  which 
gives  the  arrangements  in  detail. 

The  special  picnic  train  will  leave  the  Annex 
depot  of  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  railroad, 


The  program  of  athletic  events  is  as  follows : 

MORNING. 

(liuiiitdiatcly  follozving  arrival  at  the  park.) 

1.  Baseball  game  between  Black  Diamond 
team  and  that  of  the  Peabody  Coal  Co.  Prize, 
probably  three  baseballs. 

2.  Tug  of  war  for  teams  of  four  men.  It  is 
hoped  and  the  committee  recpiests  Jthat  as  many 


STADIUM  AT  RAVINIA  PARK. 


Wells  street  and  the  river,  at  9  a.  m.  sharp  on 
Saturday,  August  twelfth,  will  reach  Evanston  at 
9 :20,  and  there  will  meet  special  trains  in  readi¬ 
ness  on  the  Chicago  &  Milwaukee  Electric  rail¬ 
road,  which  will  leave  immediately  for  Ravinia 
park,  arriving  there  about  10  a.  m.  Tickets  will 
be  exchanged  on  the  Northwestern  train  for 
coupons  covering  the  electric  transportation,  ad¬ 
mission  to  the  grounds,  luncheon,  band  concert 
and  return  trip.  The  return  trip  coupons  will  be 
good  for  transportation  on  any  electric  trains  to 
Evanston  and  on  Northwestern  trains  from  Ev- 


firms  as  possible  will  enter  in  the  various  team 
events. 

LUNCH,  12  :30  A.  M. 

1.  Fifty-yard  dash. 

2.  Shot  put.  (Each  contestant  will  be  allowed 
three  trials  with  twelve-pound  shot.) 

,3.  One  hundred  yard  dash. 

4.  Sack  race. 

.5.  Standing  broad  jump. 

().  Running  broad  jump. 

Potato  race. 

8,  Four  hundred  yard  dash  relay  race  for 


pany  as  he  desires.  All  winning  firsts  will  be 
credited  with  five  points,  and  those  winning  sec- 
oinls  will  be  credited  with  three;  aggregate  points 
will  determine  the  winners,  and  the  tug  of  war 
and  relay  race  events  will  also  count  five  points 
each  in  determining  the  winners  of  these  cups. 

It  is  understood  and  expected  that  all  regular 
employes  and  members  of  coal  trade  firms  par¬ 
ticipating  in  this  picnic  may  enter  in  any  of  the 
above  events. 

Entries  for  athletic  events  will  be  received  in 
tbc  field  before  each  event,  in  the  same  manner  as 
last  year. 

The  committee  reserves  the  right  to  vary  from 
the  above  program  at  will  if  deemed  desirable, 
'rile  committee  on  arrangements  will  be  dis¬ 
tinguished  by  red  badges.  The  committee  on 
sports  and  pastimes  by  white  badges. 

Presentation  of  jirizes  by  H.  H.  Rhodes  will 
take  place  immediately  following  the  close  of  all 
events  and  prior  to  the  band  concert. 

I  he  officials  of  the  day  arc  as  follows : 

Starter,  L.  R,  Rutter;  assistant  starter,  A1 
Bunge. 

Clerk  of  course  and  field,  P.  S.  Elwell ;  as¬ 
sistant  clerk  of  course  and  field.  A.  O.  Tandy. 

Judges.  J.  K.  Dering,  F,  L.  Jewett  and  If.  H. 
I  ay  lor. 

.'\nnouncer,  F.  J.  Browning. 

Tickets  were  placed  on  .sale  the  latter  part  of 
the  week,  and  it  is  exnected  there  will  be  a  large 
attendance  at  the  picnic.  'I'he  committee  has  ex¬ 
tended  an  invitation  to  all  the  track  dealers,  as 
well  as  to  all  the  shipping  companies,  and  with 
these  various  interests  represented  there  should 
be  a  tbousand  or  more  coal  men  present. 

V 


William  B.  Phillips,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
coal  men  in  Cleveland  and  secretary  of  the  Bur- 
ton-Beidler-Phillips  Coal  Co.,  died  recently  at 
his  home  in  that  city,  807  Doan  street.  Mr.  Phil¬ 
lips  was  born  in  'rrumbull  county,  Ohio,  in  187.3, 
and  removed  to  Cleveland  sixteen  years  ago.  He 
engaged  in  the  coal  business  with  his  brother, 
J.  J.  Phillips,  vice-president  of  the  Burton-Reid¬ 
ler- Phillips  Co.,  and  was  one  of  the  dominating 
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anston  to  Chicago  during  the  afternoon  or  even- 

The  band  concert  will  begin  at  .3  p.  m.  in  the 
music  pavilion  at  the  park,  and  will  be  given  by 
Rivela’s  Imperial  Italian  band.  The  picnic  will 
conclude  immediately  following  the  band  concert, 
and  the  members  of  the  trade  wishing  to  re¬ 
main  thereafter  will  be  left  to  their  own  devices. 

Ravinia  park  is  situated  about  twenty  miles 
north  of  Chicago  and  about  a  third  of  a  mile 
from  Lake  Michigan,  which  latter  fact  will  per¬ 
mit  of  boating,  fishing  and  bathing  on  the  part 
of  those  who  so  desire,  pass  checks  being  issued 
to  those  who  leave  the  park  for  these  purposes. 

The  equipment  of  the  park  includes  a  large 
athletic  field  with  grandstand,  concert  pavilion, 
theater,  restaurant,  electric  swing  and  other  at¬ 
tractions.  Soft  drinks  may  be  purchased  by  those 
desiring  them. 


teams  of  four  men,  teams  to  consist  of  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  any  one  firm. 

9.  Impromptu  events,  if  time  permits — prob¬ 
ably  a  race  of  twenty-five  yards,  contestants  to 
weight  21)0  pounds  or  over. 

One  hundred  dollars  will  be  set  aside  to  pur- 
ebase  prizes  in  the  above  events,  and  the  prizes 
will  consist  of  silver  medals  for  first  place  and 
bronze  medals  for  second  place,  exceiit  that  the 
winning  teams  in  the  relay  race  and  tug  of  war 
will  compete  for  a  cup  in  each  event  and  the  in¬ 
dividual  members  of  each  winning  team  will  re 
ceive  suitable  tropbies. 

Two  Cups  for  Most  Points, 

There  will  also  be  two  cups  for  the  companies 
whose  representatives  secure  the  greatest  num¬ 
ber  of  points,  it  being  understood  that  a  con¬ 
testant  may  enter  as  many  events  for  his  corn- 


figures  in  that  corporation.  He  was  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Commercial  Travelers’  Associa¬ 
tion  and  belonged  to  a  number  of  other  fraternal 
organizations.  He  leaves  a  widow  and  three 
brothers,  J.  J.  Phillips,  James  A.  Phillips  and 
Clyde  B.  Phillips,  and  two  sisters,  Mrs.  J.  J. 
Thomas  and  Mrs.  R.  T.  Price,  both  of  Cleveland. 
J'hc  funeral  was  held  at  the  late  home  last  Sat¬ 
urday  afternoon. 

V 

'1'.  J.  Phillips,  president  of  the  W'hitebreast 
Coal  .Mining  Co.,  of  Ottumwa,  together  with  his 
son,  who  is  vice-president  of  the  company,  have 
been  looking  over  the  Enterprise  mines  at  Des 
Moines  lately  with  a  view  of  juirchasing  them. 
Charles  Morris,  the  principal  owner  of  the  prop¬ 
erty  in  question,  accomiianied  the  party  on  a  tour 
of  insiiection,  and  it  is  believed  the  deal  will  be 
consummated  witbin  a  short  time. 
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Organize  in  Kjsntucky  Sp  Tennessee 


'I'hc  coal  merchants  of  Kentucky  and  Tennes¬ 
see  have  organized  an  association  to  be  known  as 
tlie  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  Retail  Coal  Mer¬ 
chants’  Association,  for  the  purpose  of  coopera¬ 
tion  and  protection  for  its  members,  who  num¬ 
ber  over  100.  E.  G.  Fristoe,  of  the  Mayfield  Coal 
&  Ice  Co.,  Mayfield,  Ky.,  has  been  one  of  the 
most  energetic  workers  in  the  interest  of  the  as¬ 
sociation,  and  his  enthusiasm  and  untiring  efforts 
have  done  much  to  convince  the  coal  merchants 
of  these  two  states  of  the  necessity  for  such  an 
organization. 

The  initial  meeting  of  the  association  was  held 
recently  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  at  which  the  officers 
and  a  board  of  directors  were  chosen  and  plans 
perfected.  The  officers  will  consist  of  a  president, 
vice-president,  secretary  and  treasurer  and  a  board 
of  nine  directors,  of  which  the  president,  vice¬ 


president  and  treasurer  shall  be  members.  Of 
the  remaining  six  members  three  are  elected  from 
Kentucky  and  three  from  Tennessee.  The  office 
of  secretary  will  be  the  only  one  to  which  a  salary 
will  attach. 

E.  G.  Fristoe,  who  has  taken  such  an  active 
part  in  the  organization  of  the  association,  has 
been  elected  president ;  W.  T.  Atkinson,  of  Qarks- 
ville,  Tenn.,  was  elected  vice-president,  and  G.  T. 
Rider,  of  Louisville,  treasurer.  The  Kentucky 
directors  chosen  are  George  C.  Chowning,  of 
Shelbyville;  B.  G.  Dickinson,  of  Glasgow,  and 
Stanley  Adams,  of  Louisville.  For  Tennessee, 
E.  C.  Mayhan,  Knoxville ;  W.  T.  Murphy,  of 
Martin,  and  Harry  Aneferson,  of  Nashville.  W. 
C.  Williams,  of  the  Joseph  Walton  Co.,  Louis¬ 
ville,  was  also  largely  instrumental  in  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  association  and  was  elected 
secretary  of  the  new  executive  board.  The  con¬ 
stitution  drawn  up  by  the  committee  on  consti¬ 
tution  and  by-laws  provides  that  any  bona  Me 
dealer  in  the  United  States  can  become  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  association  upon  an  initiation  fee  of 
and  annual  dues  of  $5.00. 

I 

Address  by  the  New  I’resldent- 

At  the  meeting  in  Louisville,  President  Fristoe 
delivered  a  short  address  to  the  members,  ex¬ 
pressing  his  appreciation  of  the  interest  and  en¬ 
thusiasm  shown  by  them. 

The  purpose  of  the  organization  as  outlined  by 


a  dealer  who  was  present  at  the  meeting  is,  in 
part,  to  do  away  with  “scalping,”  endeavoring  to 
secure  an  association  membership  of  operators 
who  will  agree  not  to  ship  coal  to  any  one  ex¬ 
cept  legitimate  dealers.  Reduction  of  demurrage 
charges  by  the  railroads  in  case  of  bunching  of 
cars  is  another  request  that  will  be  made.  When 
it  came  to  deciding  upon  the  next  meeting  place 
of  the  organization,  great  rivalry  was  shown  by 
members  from  the  different  large  cities  of  the 
two  states,  but  inasmuch  as  the  initial  meeting 
had  been  held  in  Kentucky  it  was  decided  to 
hold  the  first  annual  meeting  in  Tennessee,  and 
Nashville  was  unanimously  chosen.  The  date 
has* not  yet  been  fixed,  but  will  be  decided  upon 
at  a  meeting  of  the  executive  committee  in  the 
near  future.  Louisville  has  been  selected  as  the 
permanent  headquarters  of  the  organization,  and 


the  secretary  will  establish  offices  at  that  point 
immediately. 

The  coal  dealers  present  at  the  meeting  were 
E.  L.  Peck,  Guthrie ;  W.  W.  Farley,  Paducah ; 
W.  T.  Atkinson,  Clarksville,  Tenn. ;  S.  T.  Ru¬ 
dolph,  Warfield;  E.  G.  Fristoe,  Mayfield;  B.  G. 
Dickerson,  Glasgow;  E.  H.  James,  Marion;  W. 
C.  Sanderson,  Madisonville;  W.  T.  Williams, 
Cincinnati;  W.  T.  Murphy,  Martin,  Tenn.;  F.  S. 
Johnston,  Paducah;  C.  M.  Budd.  Paducah;  T. 
W.  Barrow.  Owensboro;  T.  J.  Tennes,  Owens¬ 
boro  ;  G.  T.  Rider,  Louisville ;  Stanley  Adams, 
Louisville;  George  C.  Chowning,  Shelbyville; 
W.  O.  Sweeney,  Lexington;  John  B.  L.  Payne, 
Lexington;  Joseph  Schildt  Louisville;  Henry 
Bohmer.  Louisville;  R.  A.  Watson,  Louisville; 
C.  B.  Semple,  Louisville;  D.  R.  Freeman,  Rich¬ 
mond;  L.  R.  Blanton,  Richmond;  W.  R.  Letcher 
Jr.,  Richmond;  J.  Hunter  Ross,  Central  City; 
James  T.  O’Donnell,  Paducah;  Joseph  W.  Thom¬ 
as,  Louisville;  W.  P.  Dickey,  Lexington;  William 
R.  Snyder,  Lexington;  D.  W.  Jones,  Jellico, 
Tenn.;  E.  S.  Price,  Russellville;  R.  J.  Neely, 
Paris ;  B.  H.  Luxon,  Richmond ;  W.  H.  Slaughter 
Jr.,  Louisville ;  James  R.  Love,  Nashville ;  C.  L. 
Ryley,  Versailles;  C.  F.  Snyder,  Louisville;  R. 
H.  Bartlit,  Cincinnati;  F.  G.  Tice,  Lexington; 
Ben  W.  Crime,  Lebanon ;  Thomas  R.  Morgan, 
Covington ;  W.  E.  Meekley,  Lebanon ;  J.  W. 
Courne,  Lebanon ;  R.  B.  Montgomery,  Lebanon ; 
O.  G.  Thurman,  Lebanon ;  M.  C.  Helen,  Dan¬ 


ville;  M.  A.  Kenney,  Danville;  A.  H.  Zaring, 
Richmond;  Meyers-Estes  Milling  Co.,  Lebanon; 
L.  O.  Stapp,  Corbin ;  Eclipse  Coal  Co.,  Louisville ; 
C.  F.  Snyder  Jr.,  Covington,  and  C.  J.  O’Connor, 
Louisville. 

V 

Sad  Death  of  Edwin  F.  Daniels. 

Edwin  F.  Daniels,  president  of  E.  F.  Daniels 
&  Co.,  wholesale  and  retail  distributers  of  coal 
in  Chicago,  and  the  New  Ohio  Washed  Coal  Co., 
producers  of  Carterville  and  washed  coal,  died 
very  suddenly  Thursday  evening  of  this  week  at 
Wesley  hospital  as  a  result  of  an  operation  for 
an  intestinal  trouble.  Death  was  wholly  unex¬ 
pected  and  will  cause  a  severe  shock  to  a  wide 
circle  of  friends,  including  many  in  the  coal  trade 
in  the  west.  Mr.  Daniels  was  prominent  as  a  coal 
man,  ow'ing  to  his  very  extensive  interests  in  all 
branches  of  the  industry. 

There  was  scarcely  any  premonition  of  the 
approaching  malady.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Daniels 
played  golf  at  the  Midlothian  club,  of  which 
he  was  a  member.  On  Monday  he  participated  in 
a  “shoot”  at  the  Tolleston  gtm  c'ub,  to  which  he 
belonged,  while  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  he 
was  at  his  desk,  apparently  in  the  best  of  health, 
a  physical  condition  upon  which  he  remarked 
to  several  of  his  friends. 

Mr.  Daniels’  affliction  was  declared  to  be  the 
aftermath  of  a  typhoid  fever  siege  several  years 
ago.  The  attending  surgeons,  ivhile  agreeing 
that  his  recovery  apparently  had  been  perfect 
after  the  ravages  of  that  disease,  were  able  to 
trace  a  connection  between  the  old  illness  and 
the  attack  that  took  the  patient’s  life.  The  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  last  malady  was  taken  up  promptly 
upon  its  appearance,  but  too  late  to  give  any 
relief  or  to  save  him. 

■Sketch  of  Ills  Life. 

Mr.  Daniels  was  born  in  Concord,  Mich.,  Jan¬ 
uary  twenty-third.  1848,  and  came  to  Chicago 
in  1875.  He  had  been  in  the  coal  business  all  of 
the  thirty  years  he  had  resided  here,  having  been 
the  founder  of  the  two  companies  named  above. 
He  had  been  one  of  the  most  prominent  factors 
in  the  coal  business. 

Mr.  Daniels  is  survived  by  a  widow  and  by 
two  sons — Raymond,  twenty-one  years  old,  who 
has  just  graduated  from  Harvard,  and  Henry  E., 
a  Yale  man,  twenty-four  years  old,  a  member  of 
his  father’s  coal  company.  Mr.  Daniels  was  a 
member  of  the  Chicago  Athletic  Association  and 
the  Kenwood  Club  in  addition  to  the  clubs  al¬ 
ready  mentioned.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniels  cele¬ 
brated  their  silver  wedding  anniversary  last  June, 
when  they  took  their  “second  honeymoon,”  which 
included  a  trip  east  to  attend  the  graduation  of 
Raymond  Daniels  at  Harvard. 

V 

Muchakinock,  the  once  famed  mining  town  of 
Iowa,  has  been  abandoned,  and  is  a  thing  of  the 
past.  The  vein  of  coal  which  at  one  time  was 
said  to  be  limitless  has  been  exhausted  and  the 
miners  have  left  to  seek  work  at  Buxton,  \vhich 
is  named  after  the  operator  who  started  mining 
in  Muchakinock. 


E.  G.  FRISTOE,  MAYFIELD,  KY. 

NEW  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  KENTUCKY  AND  TENNES¬ 
SEE  RETAIL  COAL  MERCHANTS’  ASSOCIATION. 
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Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  August  3. 

Quietness  continues  to  prevail  in  the  anthracite 
market,  and  conditions  are  little  changed,  if  any, 
from  those  that  have  characterized  it  the  past  few 
weeks.  It  is  the  general  impression  that  with 
the  announcement  of  the  last  ten  cents  per  ton 
discount  from  the  circular  price  of  the  season, 
effective  last  Tuesday  for  the  current  month’s  de¬ 
livery,  there  should  be  an  increased  demand  for 
shipment,  to  such  points  where  coal  will  become 
a  necessity  within  the  next  thirty  or  forty  days. 
It  is  yet  too  early  to  judge  whether  this  will  be 
the  case,  but  with  slightly  more  inquiry  this 
month,  so  far,  the  indications  point  to  an  im¬ 
proved  demand  which  will  result  shortly.  There 
is  every  inducement  to  buyers  to  take  on  addi¬ 
tional  supplies  at  present,  where  storage  capacity 
is  available  for  this  purpose,  as  the  cost 
of  coal  at  destination,  due  to  the  prevailing 
low  ocean  freight  rates  and  insurance,  is  not 
likely  to  be  less  than  at  present,  which  is  twenty- 
five  cents  per  ton  under  the  figures  that  will  pre¬ 
vail  in  September.  The  increased  cost  then  may 
be  even  more  should  weather  conditions  interfere 
witn  water  transportation.  The  strike  talk  has 
had  little  effect  upon  the  domestic  sizes  of  coal 
in  stimulating  the  demand,  and  very  few  orders 
have  been  placed  on  account  of  it.  This  is  owing 
to  the  large  investment  of  money  necessary  to 
store  a  sufficient  tonnage  to  be  of  ample  service. 
It  has  given  an  impetus  to  the  demand  for  finer 
sizes  of  the  steam  grades,  however,  which  are 
now  being  called  for  freely  by  consumers,  who 
are  desirous  of  carrying  larger  supplies  for  future 
use. 

Strike  Talk  Affects  Tlie  Demand. 

As  prices  on  these  grades  do  not  vary  the  year 
round  and  require  only  about  one-third  of  the  in¬ 
vestment  compared  with  the  domestic  coals,  the 
proposition  is  a  more  favorable  one  to  steam 
users,  who  are  taking  all  that  can  be  furnished 
at  this  time.  This  does  not  apply  to  pea  coal  and 
affects  No.  1  buckwheat  only  to  a  certain  extent. 
The  freer  burning  varieties  are  moving  off  fairly 
well,  while  the  hard  grades  are  decidedly  slug¬ 
gish,  often  causing  the  closing  down  of  the  col¬ 
lieries  for  long  periods  in  order  to  allow  of  their 
disposal.  The  tonnage  for  August,  it  is  under¬ 
stood,  will  be  curtailed  to  actual  requirements, 
and  there  is  a  possibility  if  the  production  is  con¬ 


siderably  reduced  that  any  stimulus  to  demand 
would  result  in  inability  to  fill  all  orders  before 
September  first.  Arrangements  for  closing  the 
collieries  during  August  have  not  yet  been  defi¬ 
nitely  determined  upon.  The  Lehigh  Valley  Coal 
Co.  will  close  down  for  a  week  from  the  seventh, 
but  the  other  companies  will  hold  over  to  a  later 
date  to  ascertain  what  the  market*  requirements 
may  be.  They  may  only  close  for  two  or  three 
days,  as  the  situation  demands.  The  general 
production  at  this  time  is  not  nearly  so  heavy  as 
in  the  active  season.  Many  of  the  collieries  are 
closed  for  repairs,  making  the  production  con¬ 
siderably  less  without  restricting  the  entire  out¬ 
put.  It  is  of  interest  to  know,  after  passing 
through  a  very  dull  month,  that  the  production  of 
several  of  the  companies  in  July  exceeded  the 
tonnage  of  the  corresponding  month  last  year. 

Collections,  too,  are  reported  very  good;  in 
fact,  they  have  never  been  better,  which  strongly 
reflects  the  healthy  tone  of  the  market  and  its 
future  prosperity  in  both  the  producing  and  con¬ 
suming  trade.  At  retail,  the  demand  does  not 
show  much  increase,  though  dealers  anticipate 
greater  activity  after  the  middle  of  the  month, 
when  householders  will  commence  to  return  from 
their  summer  outings  and  will  give  their  first 
thoughts  to  securing  a  supply  of  coal.  At  New 
York  prices  at  retail  advanced  ten  cents  per  ton 
on  the  domestic  sizes  on  August  first,  making 
the  present  figures  $6.15  per  ton. 

Some  Accumulation  of  Bituminous  Coal. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  bituminous  coal  trade  is 
apparently  affected  by  the  extremely  low  prices 
quoted  during  the  week,  with  more  accumulation 
of  coal  at  the  shipping  ports  than  has  been  the 
case  for  some  time  past,  which  has  accentuated 
the  prevailing  dullness.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  through  an  over  anxiety  on  the  part  of  cer¬ 
tain  producers  and  shippers  to  force  business  at 
a  time  when  coal  is  in  such  limited  demand, 
though  it  is  on  the  verge  of  improving,  this  should 
occur,  thus  delaying  orders  that  probably  would 
have  come  to  them  within  a  week  or  two,  by  cre¬ 
ating  this  depression.  This  is  continuing  the  dull¬ 
ness,  which  was  expected  to  gradually  disappear 
with  the  advance  of  the  present  month.  A  few 
more  orders  are  reported  by  shippers  for  present 
delivery  and  this  is  no  doubt  general  with  the 
regular  trade,  though  somewhat  sporadic  in  its 
character.  These  orders  come  from  out  of  the 
places  where  often  they  are  least  expected.  Ship¬ 


ments  on  this  class  of  business  are  affected  by  the 
shortage  of  vessels  in  the  market  suitable  for 
delivering  the  coal.  A  number  of  vessels  have 
gone  out  of  the  coal  trade  into  other  lines  and  off 
shore  business,  by  reason  of  the  extremely  low 
ocean  freights  that  have  prevailed  recently  on  this 
product,  forcing  vessels  out  of  the  market  to  ac¬ 
cept  other  business. 

Vessel  Supply  Is  .Short  at  I’rcsent. 

This  situation  is  likely  to  become  a  feature  of 
.some  importance  to  the  trade  as  the  season  ad¬ 
vances,  increasing  freight  rates,  and  creating  a 
shortage  of  available  craft  necessary  for  the  hand¬ 
ling  of  the  coal. 

Most  of  the  new  business  comes  from  the 
farther  eastern  ports,  which  are  more  inclined  to 
take  on  additional  coal  at  this  time  in  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  greater  stringency  in  the  water  transpor¬ 
tation  and  the  persistent  urging  of  the  producing 
interests  to  move  the  product.  Further  needs  are 
yet  to  be  fjlled  at  the  shoal-water  and  river  points, 
which  are  taking  a  moderate  supply.  This  coal 
will  be  shipped  constantly  from  now  on  until 
storage  is  fully  replenished.  Along  the  sound, 
trade  is  quiet.  Some  water  deliveries  are  being 
made,  but  the  all-rail  denmnd  has  so  far  shown 
no  improvement  worthy  of  note.  New  York  har¬ 
bor  is  over-supplied  with  coal  temporarily,  and 
until  this  is  disposed  of  no  improvement  of  any 
moment  can  be  expected.  Prices  on  the  poorer 
grades,  which  are  in  greatest  supply  and  most 
difficult  to  move,  are  quoted  down  to  $2.20  f.  o.  b 
the  shipping  port,  while  ordinary  grades  of  Clear¬ 
field  range  at  $2.30@2.40.  There  is  little  change 
in  the  all-rail  demand,  this  being  of  a  steadier 
character  than  in  the  other  consuming  markets. 
The  trade  is  well  maintained,  with  prices  showing 
less  deviation. 

Transportation  is  not  as  good  as  it  was,  show¬ 
ing  some  slight  irregularity,  making  it  difficult 
for  shippers  to  calculate  definitely  as  to  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  coal  at  tide,  to  provide  for  charters.  Cars 
are  in  good  supply  to  all  shippers,  giving  good 
dispatch  to  the  coal.  There  is  a  shortage  of  the 
smaller  craft  and  of  vessels  of  low  draft  in  the 
market  at  present,  which  is  inclined  to  become 
more  acute.  Freight  rates  are  not  yet  affected  and 
quotations  of  last  week  continue  from  Philadel¬ 
phia  as  follows :  Boston,  Salem  and  Portland, 
60c;  sound  ports,  50c;  Lynn,  75<@80c;  Nevvbury- 
port,  80c;  Portsmouth  and  Bath,  65@70c;  Saco 
and  Gardiner,  90c  and  towage;  Bangor,  75c. 


Market  ^fews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  August  3. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — A  week  of  extremely  cool  weather 
has  slightly  stimulated  the  local  retail  trade,  but 
beyond  that  there  is  no  change  in  the  anthracite 
market.  Stocks  for  lake  forwarding  are  coming 
to  Buffalo  freely  and  the  coal  clearances  from  the 
local  docks  still  maintain  their  proportions.  All 
lines  are  loading  boa-ts,  though  the  clearances  of 
the  Lehigh  Valley  are  falling  off  a  bit  this  week 
as  a  result  of  a  seven-days’  shutdown  of  the 
mines. 

Total  Antliraclte  Movement  In  July  Heavy. 


Total  shipmentt  of  coal  by  lake  for  July 
amounted  to  373,625  tons,  as  against  351,801  tons 
in  July  of  last  year,  The  distribution  of  coal 
during  the  month  just  closed  was  as  follows: 


Destination. 

Tons. 

Chicago . 

. .  .127,925 

Gladstone  .  ... 

. ..  5,500 

Soo  . 

. .  2,460 

Ft.  William . 

.  .  3,900 

Duluth . 

. .  .  49,900 

Toledo  . 

. .  .  3,595 

Superior . 

.  . .  66,760 

Kelly’s  Island  . 

400 

Houghton . 

.  . .  1,200 

Sheboygan 

. ..  14,800 

Kenosha  .  950 

Ashland .  7,600 

Sturgeon  Bay .  1,400 

Green  Bay  .  950 

Milwaukee .  76,525 

Racine  .  3,150 

Petosky .  600 

Escanaba  .  2,100 

Manitowoc  .  2,000 


Total  . 373,625 


Total  shipments  of  coal  by  lake  for  July 
from  the  opening  of  navigation  until  August  first 
was  1,241,945  tons,  as  against  944,653  tons  for  the 
same  period  last  year.  The  total  tonnage  of  an¬ 
thracite  shipped  by  lake  during  the  entire  season 
of  1904  was  2,8''87,517  tons.  With  five  months 
more  remaining  of  the  present  season  there  is  a 


fair  probability  that  the  shipments  this  year  will 
equal,  if  they  do  not  exceed,  those  of  last  year. 

In  the  bituminous  market  dealers  note  a  healthy 
increase  in  demand,  and  the  result  is  more  ac¬ 
tivity  at  the  mines.  There  is  a  more  regular  out¬ 
put  along  the  Allegheny  river  and  prices  are  a 
trifle  better.  Many  producers  who  shut  down  on 
May  first  for  inventory  are  resuming  or  have 
resumed  operations.  The  car  situation  is  good 
and  altogether  the  outlook  is  better  than  it  was 
a  week  ago.  In  the  rural  communities  the 
threshing  season  is  approaching  and  this  is  no 
insignificant  factor  in  the  stimulation  of  trade. 
Select  lump  is  most  in  demand  for  this  purpose. 
Slack  also  continues  active  among  manufacturers. 

An  advance  in  the  stock  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal 
Co.  this  week  has  attracted  considerable  attention 
and  considerable  comment.  The  boom  is  consid¬ 
ered  by  local  competitors  of  the  Pittsburgh  com¬ 
pany  as  an  indication  of  the  buying  up  of  the 
stock  by  inside  interests  to  prevent  loss,  as  the 
reports  of  earnings,  it  is  claimed,  do  not  warrant 
the  advance  in  price. 

Gas  Supplants  Coal  In  Dominion. 

There  is  a  halt  in  the  Canadian  anthracite 
trade  as  a  result  of  the  introduction  of  natural 
gas  for  heating  purposes  in  nearly  all  the  larger 
towns  of  Ontario  province.  Buffalo  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  various  anthracite  companies  arc 
somewhat  worried  as  a  jesult.  They  are  still  in 
doubt  as  to  how  far-reaching  in  its  effects  the 
introduction  of  this  new  factor  into  the  trade 


will  prove.  Hamilton,  St.  Catherines,  Welland 
and  all  other  towns  along  the  border  are  being 
or  have  been  piped,  and  it  is  predicted  that  there 
will  be  an  immense  falling  off  in  the  demand  for 
coal  as  a  result.  They  are  warned  by  their  ex¬ 
perience  in  Buffalo,  where  the  local  trade  was 
practically  cut  in  two  with  the  introduction  of 
gas.  Much,  of  course,  depends  on  the  supply 
which  the  .wells  will  be  found  to  produce.  This 
pipe  line  is  to  be  extended  to  Toronto,  which  is 
in  the  yery  heart  of  the  anthracite  trade  in  the 
Dominion. 

In  this  connection  some  figures  will  prove  of 
interest.  For  the  past  few  years  the  demand  for 
American  anthracite  in  Canada  has  increased  at 
the  rate  of  about  fifteen  per  cent  each  year. 
Wood,  which  has  been  principally  used  for  fuel, 
is  becoming  scarce  and  high.  Anthracite  is  tlie 
natural  substitute. 

Consumption  ol'  Anthracite  In  Canada. 

■During  the  year  1904  there  cleared  through  the 
customs  houses  of  the  various  towns  the  follow¬ 
ing  amounts  :  Montreal,  300,000 ;  Quebec,  70,000 ; 
Ottawa,  25,000;  Toronto,  490,000;  Hamilton,  115,- 
000 ;  London,  76,000 ;  Woodstock,  17,000  tons. 
This  amount  was  of  course  not  all  used  in  the 
towns  specified,  but  was  distributed  from  the  re¬ 
spective  points.  An  idea  of  the  yearly  increase 
may  be  obtained  from  the  following  approximate 
totals.  In  1902  the  importation  into  Canada  of 
anthracite  coal  was  1,652,000  tons ;  1903,  the  year 
of  the  big  strike,  when  all  shipments  were  unusu- 
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ally  small,  l.rjOO.OOO  tons;  ]!)04,  a, 300, 000  tons.  It 
is  l)i-lic‘VC(l  that,  notwithstanding  all  drawbacks  of 
natural  gas  and  electric  power,  which  is  also  be¬ 
coming  an  important  factor,  the  year  1905  will 
record  a  still  further  increase.  During  the  year 
1904  there  pas.sed  over  the  Suspension  bridge 
590,000  tons  of  anthracite  and  00,000  tons  of  bi¬ 
tuminous  coal;  over  the  International  bridge,  4.50,- 
000  tons  of  anthracite  and  1,750,000  tons  of  bitu¬ 
minous. 

E.  C.  Roberts  of  the  Ilcdstrom  Co.  returned 
this  week  from  an  extended  trij)  to  I’ittsburg  and 
the  surrounding  territory.  He  had  nothing  new  to 
communicate  regarding  the  s  tuation. 

George  E.  Bolton,  Canadian  salesman  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley,  returned  this  week  from  a  well- 
earned  vacation,  lie  is  brown  as  a  berry  and 
reports  the  fishing  excellent. 

Canadian  dealers  have  a  coal  association,  from 
which  they  secure  much  benefit,  though  the  laws 
of  the  llominioii  are  so  stringent  that  the  dealers 
can  not  control  legislation  to  the  extent  they  are 
able  to  do  this  side  the  line.  The  organization 
across  the  border  is  known  as  the  Western  On¬ 
tario  Retail  Coal  Association.  Its  officers  arc 
J.  C.  Hay,  president,  Listowell ;  Wm.  Heaman, 
vice-president,  London ;  H.  M.  McIntosh,  secre¬ 
tary  and  treasurer,  Woodstock,  'flic  niembers 
meet  once  a  year  to  discuss  trade  conditions  and 
prospects,  deriving  mutual  benefit  from  a  com¬ 
parison  of  ideas. 

Halli  oad  In  Hands  Of  Hecelvcr. 

'file  Pittsburg,  Shawnuit  &  Northern  was 
placed  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver  on  Tuesday, 
the  receivership  was  granted  on  evidence  that 
the  road  had  failed  to  pay  the  semi-annual  inter¬ 
est  on  bonds  amounting  to  $15, 0(10, 000. 

Officials  of  the  Shawmut  say  the  receivership 
was  taken  by  a  majority  consent  of  the  stock¬ 
holders  and  that  it  is  a  part  of  a  proposed  reor¬ 
ganization  of  the  company. 

It  is  proposed  to  issue  a  new  mortgage  and 
spend  $70,000,000  building  a  branch  to  Pittsburg, 
another  to  Lake  Ontario  and  another  to  Buffalo, 
'file  Buffalo  line  will  be  built  by  way  of  Oleaii. 
New  coal  fields  are  to  be  opened  by  the  new 
proposition  and  an  outlet  for  the  company’s  mines 
will  be  established  at  Buffalo  and  Pittsburg. 

The  Shawmut  is  now  operated  in  several  sec¬ 
tions.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  new  management 
to  connect  and  extend  them. 

The  strategic  position  of  the  Shawmut  is  said 
to  be  very  valuable.  At  Wayland  it  has  a  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Lackawanna,  at  Olean  it  has  a 
connection  with  the  Pennsylvania  and  at  Mount 
Jewett  it  has  a  connection  with  the  Buffalo,  Roch¬ 
ester  &  Pittsburg.  So  far  it  has  been  operated 
mainly  as  a  coal  and  freight  road. 

'f  his  road  has  no  offices  in  the  city,^  as  it  does 
not  touch  here,  except  by  coniiection.  The  Shaw- 
niut  Coal  Co.  of  the  Prudent. al  building,  Buffalo, 
is,  however,  under  the  control  of  the  railroad,  but 
it  was  stated  that  nothing  had  yet  been  learned 
of  the  receiver  being  appointed. 

"We  have  heard  nothing  of  a  receiver  being 
appointed  as  yet,”  said  Grant  11.  Jones,  general 
sales  agent  of  the  Shawmut  Coal  Co.  "We  are 
only  a  branch  of  the  railroad,  and  are  not  in  a 
position  to  know  of  the  affairs  of  the  road  itself.” 

If  the  proposed  extension  goes  through  it  will 
mean  500  additional  miles  of  tracks  and  the  rail¬ 
road  will  reach  a  territory  of  t00,000  acres  of 
coal  fields. 

When  the  Donnelly-Dunham  Mining  Co.’s  old 
Riverview  mines  were  sold  in  bankruptcy  court 
recently  the  Shawmut  became  the  purchaser.  For 
this  reason  the  rumored  extension  of  the  line  to 
procure  an  outlet  for  its  coal  product  is  consid¬ 
ered  more  than  probable. 

V 

Southern  Coal  Conditions. 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  August  3. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Calling  on  some  of  the  coal  oper- 
rators  at  this  point.  The  Plack  Diamond  corre¬ 
spondent  is  informed  that  business  gives  good 
evidence  of  picking  up  at  Nashville  during  the 
remainder  of  the  summer.  Already  economical 
atul  far-seeing  buyers  are  beginning  to  place 
orders  for  their  winter  coal.  Several  factory  en¬ 
terprises  that  will  use  considerable  steam  coal 
have  given  contracts  to  Nashville  shippers  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  ten  days,  and  this  is  a  source  of 
gratification  to  the  coal  men. 

James  R.  Love,  manager  of  the  St.  Bernard 


Coal  Co.,  has  been  spending  a  few  days  in  Louis¬ 
ville.  riie  comi):iny  reports  a  slight  improve¬ 
ment  in  current  business.  It  operates  wholesale 
and  retail  branches  and  has  eight  mines  in  Ken¬ 
tucky. 

J.  1).  Anderson,  another  well  known  coal  man 
of  Nashville,  was  seen  at  his  office  in  the  Ar¬ 
cade.  Mr.  Anderson  has  a  large  trade  in  this 
portion  of  the  country,  and  he,  too,  regarded 
business  as  more  promising. 

Connell  &  Morns,  on  the  east  side  of  the  river, 
in  what  is  known  as  Edgefield,  were  seen,  't  hese 
people  handle  Black  Diamond  and  Jellico  coal. 
They  htive  begun  to  book  some  orders  for  fu¬ 
ture  delivery,  but  as  to  summer  business  Mr. 
Connell  said  it  was  dull. 

Uai'Ke  Cuul  Jleul  Is  (toiiipleted. 

A  syndicate  of  Nashville  men,  who  own  sev¬ 
eral  large  tracts  of  coal  land  in  this  state,  have 
recently  made  a  sale  of  some  of  this  property 
on  the  rennessee  Central  railroad.  1  he  proiierty 
consisted  of  3,200  acres  near  the  town  of  Waldeii- 
sia,  Tenn.,  and  adjoins  the  mines  of  tiie  Chicago- 
Tennessee  Coal  Co.  The  coal  ranges  from  five 
to  six  feet  in  thickness  and  is  of  a  superior  quali¬ 
ty.  rile  price  at  which  the  property  was  sold  is 
not  made  public,  but  it  is  understood  that  it  was 
a  satisfactory  figure.  The  capitalists  who  made 
the  sale  and  who  own  several  other  valuable  tracts 
of  coal  and  timber  lands  on  the  Tennessee  Cen¬ 
tral  are  W.  C.  Collier,  B.  h'.  Wilson,  R.  M. 
Dudley,  J.  M.  Gray  Jr.,  W.' H.  Crawford,  F.  11. 
Sinnott  and  '1'.  G.  Kittrell,  of  Nashville.  The 
property  was  purchased  by  Birmingham  coal  in¬ 
terests  who  are  among  the  largest  coal  operators 
in  the  south,  't  hey  liave  organized  the  Mead’s 
Gap  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  and  wnl  immediately  de¬ 
velop  the  property  on  a  large  scale. 

1  ne  i  ennessee  prison  commission  has  decided 
to  accept  no  more  bids  for  the  sale  of  coal  lands 
alter  August  first.  In  addition  to  several  tracts 
which  were  offered  tlie  commission  some  weeks 
ago,  a  number  ot  late  propositions  have  come  in. 
It  IS  tile  intention  ot  the  commission  to  meet 
with  Governor  Cox  as  soon  after  this  date  as 
practicable  for  the  purpose  of  considering  all  the 
bids,  making  an  inspection  with  experts,  and  to- 
buy  some  ot  the  lands  for  the  state. 

I  he  board  of  public  works  at  Nashville  has 
awarded  the  contract  for  a  year's  supply  of  coal 
for  the  waterworks  to  the  Lentress  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.  William  J.  Nixon,  assistant  general  mana¬ 
ger  of  that  company,  was  in  Nashville  a  few  days 
ago  from  Chattanooga  and  secured  the  contract. 

1  he  coal  will  be  supplied  from  the  company  s 
mines  at  Wilder,  125  miles  east  of  Nashville,  on 
Ihe  i'ennessee  Central  railroad.  Mr.  Ni.xon 
states  that  Ins  company  has  just  purchased  a 
complete  outfit  of  machinery  tor  mining  coal  with 
compressed  air,  and  that  tins  will  be  used  instead 
of  the  pick  system.  '1  he  company,  with  its  new 
machinery,  will  produce  twenty-five  cars  per  day. 
it  owns  10,000  acres  of  coal  lands  and  is  pre¬ 
paring  to  open  up  several  new  mines  in  that  sec¬ 
tion. 

Mucli  New  DeveloiJiueiit  In  Soulli. 

A  new  coal  mine  is  to  be  opened  about  six 
miles  from  Birmingham  and  one  and  one-halt 
miles  from  Parkwoocl,  Ala.  The  new  corporation 
is  the  Slar-Cahaba  Coal  Co.  and  is  composed  of 
W.  G.  Robinson,  president;  John  J.  Callahan, 
vice-president  and  manager;  D.  H.  Brown,  secre¬ 
tary  and  treasurer.  It  is  now  arranging  for  a 
spur  track  to  be  built  from  the  mine  to  connect 
with  the  main  line  of  the  Louisville  &  Nash¬ 
ville  railroad  at  a  point  one  mile  north  from 
Parkwood.  The  work  of  sinking  the  main  shaft 
of  the  mine  is  now  being  pushed  with  all  possible 
vigor,  it  having  already  been  taken  to  a  depth  of 
over  300  feet. 

A  large  coal  organization  incorporated  in  west¬ 
ern  Kentucky  is  the  West  Kentucky  Coal  Co.,  of 
New  York,  which  has  just  added  to  its  other 
properties  the  1.  H.  Whcatcroft  plants  of  Sturgis, 
including  the  town  of  Wheatcroft,  Webster  coun¬ 
ty,  1,000  acres  of  the  Rock  Spring  coal  field, 
which  includes  a  new  shaft  there,  and  the 
Wheatcroft  yards  at  New  Orleans.  The  price, 
jiaid  approximates  $300,000.  'I'he  deal  gives  to 
the  West  Kentucky  Coal  Co.  00,000  acres  of  coal 
land  in  Union,  Webster  and  Crittendon  counties, 
five  oiierating  shafts  and  elevators  at  New  Or¬ 
leans,  Cairo  and  iMcmphis,  with  boats  for  trans- 


jiort.  All  of  these  mines  will  be  electrically 
equipped  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Hamilton  Coal  Co.,  of  Chattanooga,  ex¬ 
pects  to  be  ready  to  open  mines  at  Retro,  Tenn., 
and  begin  the  shipment  of  coal  by  the  early  fall. 
C.  If.  James,  president  of  the  company  and  prin¬ 
cipal  stockholder;  M.  Vl  Maguire,  superintend¬ 
ent,  and  W.  E.  Wheelock,  trainmaster,  made  a 
tour  of  inspection  over  the  spur  tracks  put  in  and 
of  the  work  at  the  mines,  and  hope  to  be  ready 
very  soon  now  to  operate. 

V 

The  J^leuj  England  Trade. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Aug.  4. — {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  demand  for  anthracite  coal  in  this 
territory  is  quite  slack  and  no  immediate  im¬ 
provement  is  looked  for.  Selling  interests  are 
giving  this  trade  considerable  attention,  with  the 
view  of  securing  some  early  orders  for  delivery 
at  the  current  month’s  prices,  but  are  disap- 
Iiointed  in  their  efforts,  and  evidently  cooler 
weather  must  first  prevail  before  buying  to  any 
extent  will  occur.  Occasional  cargoes  are 
shipped  to  the  discharging  ports  in  the  hope  of 
making  a  .sale,  but  where  unsuccessful  it  is 
Iilaced  in  storage  at  these  points.  Shipments 
from  the  tidewater  ports  are,  however,  light  and 
no  large  quantity  has  been  accumulated  in  ship¬ 
pers’  hands,  merely  those  sizes  that  are  long  be¬ 
ing  put  in  stock  to  avoid  any  interference  with 
the  movement  of  the  coals  now  in  demand  and 
to  prevent  the  holding  of  cars  at  the  shipping 
ports.  Greater  activity  in  the  near  future  is 
expected,  and  when  the  fall  demand  sets  in  there 
will  be  enough  business  for  everybody.  Dealers 
have  had  a  slack  business  all  summer,  showing 
a  material  reduction  in  the  amount  of  coal  carted 
out,  in  comparison  with  several  past  years,  in¬ 
dicating  that  future  requirements  will  be  large. 
Some  business  is  doing  on  the  fine  sizes,  which 
show  a  little  more  activity  than  has  been  cus¬ 
tomary  in  previous  years,  owing  to  their  increasing 
popularity  where  the  smoke  nuisance  is  pro¬ 
hibited,  as  well  as  the  comparatively  lower  price 
at  which  they  can  be  bought  as  compared  with 
the  better  grades  of  soft  coal. 

riie  bituminous  coal  market  is  slightly  im¬ 
proved,  as  additional  business  is  gradually  de¬ 
veloping.  While  this  is  largely  confined  to  con¬ 
tracts,  there  are  also  more  orders  from  out-of- 
the-way  places,  indicating  increasing  activity- 
later.  'J'his  probably  results  from  the  belief  that 
higher  ocean  freights  will  prevail  and  that  the 
price  of  coal  will  advance  at  the  Virginia  cape 
shipping  ports  on  October  first  to  $2.60  per  ton. 
Vessels  of  the  lighter  draft  are  already  becoming 
scarce,  due  to  their  going  into  more  profitable 
lines.  This  condition  is  likely  to  be  accentuated 
as  the  season  advances,  causing  a  possible 
stringency  in  the  vessel  market.  Producers  in 
the  lower  fields  are  generally  urging  consumers 
under  contract  to  p’ace  their  orders  early  to  in¬ 
sure  delivery  when  the  coal  is  needed,  having 
in  mind  the  experiences  of  last  fall  and  winter, 
when  they  were  unable  to  meet  the  heavy  de¬ 
mands.  Prices  are  well  maintained  on  all  grades, 
except  an  occasional  cargo  of  the  poorer  coals. 
Generally,  a  reduced  price  must  be  made  on  the 
latter  to  move  them.  Pocahontas  and  New  River 
coals  are  $2.50  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  shipping  ports ; 
Georges  Creek,  $2. (>8  f.  o.  b.  Baltimore,  and  $2.75 
f.  o.  b.  Philadelphia :  Pennsylvania  steam  grades 
r;inge  at  $2.20(fi'2.40  f.  o.  b.  the  latter  port.  The 
vessel  market  shows  no  change  in  rates,  though 
vessels  are  in  lighter  supply.  The  lower  ports 
are  quoting  to  points  around  the  cape  60@65c, 
while  New  York  rates  are  50c. 

The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Aug.  4. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  only  feature  of  interest  in  the 
anthracite  market  has  been  the  issuing  of  the 
monthly  circular  of  prices,  giving  the  last  reduc¬ 
tion  of  ten  cents  per  ton  for  the  current  month’s 
delivery.  As  yet  it  has  not  induced  any  special 
number  of  orders,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  month 
of  July  saw  old  business  generally  cleaned  up, 
making  the  trade  very  quiet  at  the  moment.  A 
week  or  two  later  m  bring  an  improve¬ 
ment  where  stocks  are  depleted  to  any  extent 
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by  consumption,  and  the  larger  movement  of  coal 
out  of  dealers’  yards  to  furnish  unfilled  bins. 
The  shipments  from  the  mines  are  not  large 
and  the  tendency  of  the  producers  is  to  hold 
them  down  to  market  requirements,  which  is 
about  the  present  basis,  and  what  coal  is  coming 
forward  goes  into  the  different  lines  of  trade 
for  consumption,  and  accumulations  of  the  pre¬ 
pared  sizes  are  comparatively  light.  One  of  the 
larger  producing  companies  will  close  all  its  col¬ 
lieries  during  next  week.  The  Reading  mines 
will  not  be  closed  for  that  period,  preferring  to 
produce  the  tonnage  now  being  mined,  in  antici¬ 
pation  of  an  increased  demand  later  on.  Slightly 
more  business  is  being  done  in  the  retail  trade. 
The  advance  of  ten  cents  per  ton  in  the  price  of 
The  advance  of  ten  cents  per  ton  in  the  price  the 
first  of  the  month  is,  no  doubt,  a  reminder  to  buyers 
that  this  is  the  last  of  the  low  season’s  figures, 
advancing  next  month  ten  cents  more  to  $6.75 
per  ton,  which  is  the  full  fall  and  winter  sched¬ 
ule.  A  somewhat  better  tone  has  developed  on 
..the  fine  sizes,  which  are  now  moving  off  more 
freely,  both  for  current  use  and  storage  purpo.ses, 
freely,  both  for  current  and  storage  purposes, 
consumers  being  more  inclined  this  year  to  put 
away  a  larger  quantity  of  this  fuel,  which  is  of 
a  desirable  character  for  certain  uses,  to  avoid 
any  possible  shortage  in  the  supply  later  on. 

In  some  directions  a  little  more  activity 


To  ascertain  the  various  losses  of  heat  it  be¬ 
comes  necessary  to  examine  the  ash  for  un¬ 
consumed  carbon  or  coal ;  products  of  combustion 
must  also  be  analyzed,  note  also  the  temperature 
of  the  stack  gases,  as  well  as  the  temperature 
of  the  external  air  and  humidity  of  air  supplied 
for  combustion.  This  data,  together  with  analy¬ 
sis  of  coal  and  heat  units,  will  enable  us  to  show 
just  where  these  leaks  occur.  Let  us  illustrate 
by  means  of  a  practical  example.  The  coal  on 
analysis  gave  us  the  following  result : 


Elements. 

Carbon  .  . . 

Hydrogen  . 
Oxygen  .  . 

Nitrogen  . 
Sulphur  .  .  . 
Moisture  . 
Ash . 

Per  cent. 

_ 5.16 

_ 2.34 

_  1.08 

_  7.21 

100.00 

British  thermal  units,  12,468;  temperature  of 
stack  gases,  580  degrees  Fahrenheit ;  temperature 
of  external  atmosphere,  seventy-four  degrees 
Fahrenheit ;  water  tube  boilers,  hand  fired,  chim¬ 
ney  draught  0.5  inch.  As  might  be  expected,  the 
composition  of  the  stack  gases  varied  very  much ; 
for  instance,  just  after  cleaning  fires  and  chim- 
nev.  smoking  analyses  of  the  stack  gases  gave 


the  following  results : 

Elements.  Per  cent. 

Carbon  Dioxide  .  7.10 

Oxygen  . 12. GO 

Carbon  Monoxide  . 0.00 

Nitrogen  . 80.30 


100.00 

This  shows  that  2.40  times  the  theoretical 
amount  of  air  required  for  complete  combustion 
was  passing  through  the  furnace. 

Another  sample  taken  after  stoking  and  firing, 
fire  in  good  shape,  gave  the  following  results ; 


Elements.  Per  cent. 

Carbon  dioxide  . 12.80 

Oxygen  .  7.00 

Carbon  Monoxide .  0.00 

Nitrogen  . 80.20 


100.00 

This  shows  only  1.44  times  excess  air  was  pass¬ 
ing  through  the  furnace. 

Another  sample  taken  just  before  firing  gave 
the^  following  results : 


Elements.  Per  cent. 

Carbon  Dioxide .  5.40 

Oxygen  . 14.00 

Carbon  Monoxide .  O.OO 

Nitrogen  .  80.00 


100.00 

This  shows  that  thirty-three  times  excess  air 
was  passing  through  the  furnace  and  cle.arly 
shows  that  the  fire  was  allowed  to  burn  lower 
than  is  consistent  for  economy  of  fuel  or  boiler 
efficiency.  It  must  be  remembered  that  in  all 


is  reported  in  the  bituminous  coal  trade  at  this 
center.  This  is  possibly  more  due  to  anticipation 
of  a  large  movement  of  coal,  when  the  fall  de¬ 
mand  sets  in  than  for  any  actual  shortage  of  sup¬ 
ply  at  present  and  is  affecting  those  producers 
most  who  are  heavily  contracted.  Some  delay 
in  shipments  occurs  on  this  business,  due  to  ir¬ 
regular  transportation  on  the  railroads.  While  in 
a  general  way  it  is  sufficient  to  supply  all 
purposes,  it  does  not  maintain  a  standard  sched¬ 
ule  on  its  trips  to  destination,  in  cases  running 
through  to  tide  in  three  days  and  again  taking 
six  to  reach  the  loading  ports,  making  it  diffi¬ 
cult  for  shippers  to  calculate  definitely  in  the 
chartering  of  vessels.  The  excellent  service 
given  by  the  railroads  all  summer,  exceeding 
schedule  in  many  instances,  has  given  shippers 
the  idea  that  this  status  would  be  a  regular 
thing,  preparing  buyers  to  load  vessels  on  cer¬ 
tain  days,  where  eoal  was  on  the  way,  but  when 
delayed,  it  causes  protests  by  those  expecting 
|)rompt  loading.  New  business  continues  com¬ 
paratively  light  and  is  affecting  the  smaller  op¬ 
erations,  which  arc  obliged  in  consequence  to 
shut  down  for  several  days  a  week,  according 
to  the  orders  received.  Prices  arc  fairly  steady 
at  the  low  figures  prevailing,  the  ordinary  steam 
grades  ranging  from  90c  on  Somerset  coals  to 
$1.15  for  central  Pennsylvania. 


cases  the  air  supply  or  draft  remained  the  same, 
while  the  thickness  of  fuel  was  constantly  chang¬ 
ing  between  wide  limits,  and  such  are  every-day 
conditions  where  hand  firing  is  in  vogue.  From 
these  analyses  we  can  readily  understand  that 
a  fireman  easily  can  waste  a  large  amount  of 
fuel ;  at  another  time,  selecting  our  sample  after 
heavy  firing,  we  obtained  carbon  monoxide  show¬ 
ing  incomplete  combustion. 

The  depth  of  fire  should  be  adjusted  to  meet 
demands  for  steam  without  entailing  such  dif¬ 
ferences  in  the  amount  of  air  passing  through  the 
furnace,  as  is  shown  by  the  foregoing  analyses. 
These  are  only  a  few  of  a  very  large  number 
we  made  at  this  plant,  which  is  not  an  exception 
by  any  means.  It,  therefore,  becomes  difficult 
to  say  just  what  is  the  loss  of  heat  units  by  way 
of  the  chimney;  at  one  time  it  will  show  four¬ 
teen  per  cent,  at  others  thirty-eight  per  cent,  al^ 
due  to  a  lack  of  knowledge  or  attention  on  the 
part  of  the  fireman. 

Most  Wasteful  And  Expensive  Fireman. 

The  most  wasteful  and  expensive  fireman,  the 
one  who  is  an  expert  in  causing  most  coal  to 
disappear  with  least  results  to  show  for  the  same, 
works  very  much  harder  than  the  one  who  knows 
how  to  fire,  and  to  one  untrained  in  the  mysteries 
of  the  boiler-room  the  apparently  industrious  mo¬ 
ments  of  the  former  would  appeal  to  you  as  a 
sign  of  knowledge  and  lively  interest  in  his  work 
as  compared  with  the  latter  type.  Who  but  can 
recall  the  fussy  fireman  constantly  shoveling  coal 
and  stoking  fires,  who  seems  to  think  if  he  does 
not  continually  disturb  the  fires  he  surely  will 
not  maintain  steam  pressure?  He  gives  a  quick, 
nervous  glance  ever  and  anon  at  the  steam  gauge 
and  then  pokes  the  fires  again,  throws  on  more 
coal  and  firmly  believes  that  the  steam  is  main¬ 
tained  only  by  the  energy  he  displays  in  dis¬ 
turbing  the  coal,  for  do  not  you  see  it  is  not  the 
coal  he  depends  upon  for  heat,  but  rather  the 
rate  at  which  he  can  get  rid  of  it,  and  unfortu¬ 
nately  when  report  is  made  to  the  purchasing 
agent  regarding  comparative  values — they  are,  as 
a  rule,  considered  final — it,  of  course,  results  in 
a  wrong  selection,  for,  after  all,  the  saving  sup¬ 
posed  to  show  later  when  accounts  are  due  for 
fuel  fails  to  materialize,  hence  the  purchasing 
agent  will  tell  you :  “No  use  making  tests ;  they 
don’t  help  us ;  we  have  tested  about  everything.” 

'['he  only  regret  is  that  methods  such  as  are  in 
vogue  at  a  number  of  plants  should  be  designated 
by  the  term  test;  if  they  said  “guess”  it  would 
be  more  appropriate.  A  test  when  properly  con¬ 
ducted  will  show  us  not  only  the  amount  of  water 
evaporated  but  will  al.so  show  us  just  where  im¬ 
provements,  if  any,  can  be  made,  and  if  efficiency 


is  low,  and  one  can  not  improve  on  that,  we 
know  at  least  why  we  can  not  improve. 

Testa  I'roducttvo  of  Good  Kesults. 

In  a  word,  the  work  is  always  productive  of 
good  results  when  carried  out  by  one  who  is 
capable ;  he  gives  honest  results  both  to  buyer 
and  seller,  and  hence  is  valuable  to  both  parties, 
h'or  instance,  let  us  sum  up  our  test.  We  find 
our  losses  are  distributed  as  follows : 


Per  cent. 

Total  loss  of  heat  from  stack . 31.22 

Total  loss  due  to  coal  and  coke  in  ashes.  .12.88 
Radiation  .  2.90 


Total  loss  of  heat  units  . 50.00 

Total  effective  lieat  units  . 50.00 


100.00 

To  obtain  these  results  the  stack  gases  which 
arc  measured  by  volume  are  converted  into 
weight,  from  which  we  obtain  the  weight  of  dry 
air  per  pound  of  coal.  From  humidity  we  de¬ 
termine  the  amount  of  moisture  in  total  air  per 
pound  of  coal,  water  in  coal  and  water  produced 
by  combustion  of  hydrogen  in  coal  and  raised 
to  temperature  of  stack  gases  are  obtained.  Loss 
due  to  soot  or  carbon  and  heavy  hydrocarbons  in 
stack  gases  are  determined  by  separate  analysis, 
filtering  our  sample  through  asbestos  and  burn¬ 
ing  to  carbonic  acid  and  water. 

Ascertaining  the  weight  of  these  products,  we 
can  easily  determine  the  weight  of  carbon  and 
hydrogen  loss  due  to  this  source.  The  loss  due 
to  unburnt  carbon  on  coal  in  ashes  is  determined 
by  a  calorimetric  test,  hence  we  have  all  data  by 
means  of  which  we  can  make  suggestions  for 
improvement  in  efficiency  and  fuel  economy. 

In  the  case  under  examination  it  is  very  clear 
that  the  loss  of  heat  by  chimney  gases  is  e.x- 
cessive  and  by  reference  to  data  we  learn  that 
it  is  due  to  poor  firing.  It  shows  the  necessity 
of  more  even  and  regular  fire,  by  means  of  which 
we  shall  burn  less  coal  and  maintain  a  higher 
pressure  of  steam  if  necessary.  This  item  alone 
was  reduced  to  seventeen  per  cent,  increasing 
boiler  efficiency  from  fifty  to  sixty-seven  per 
cent.  Loss  by  heat  due  to  coal  and  coke  in 
ashes  could  not  be  improved  upon  with  this  grade 
of  coal.  The  size  was  not  adapted  to  the  grate 
and  as  the  ash  had  a  tendency  to  form  a  soft 
fusible  slag  it  took  up  some  of  the  coke  which 
made  it  impossible  to  consume  it  economically ; 
however,  by  preventing  holes  forming  and  not 
distributing  the  fires  improvement  was  effected  in 
this  direction. 

Comparison  of  Values  of  Coal. 

As  regards  the  various  types  and  grades  of 
coal  it  may  be  taken  as  a  general  rule  that  is 
applicable  at  all  times  that,  given  two  coals, 
each  having  equal  heat  units,  the  one  highest  in 
fixed  carbon  and  lowest  in  volatile  combustible 
matter  will  give  a  higher  boiler  efficiency  under 
the  same  conditions  of  firing,  because,  however 
careful  one  may  fire,  it  is  very  difficult  to  con¬ 
sume  the  whole  of  the  volatile  matter  in  a  high 
volatile  coal,  hence  they,  as  a  rule,  produce  more 
smoke.  To  overcome  this  these  coals  should  be 
fired  light,  while  maintaining  a  reasonably  deep 
fire. 

Remember,  of  course,  where  your  draft  is 
poor  and  the  coal  small,  a  deep  fire  retards  very 
easily  the  passage  of  air  through  the  grate  and 
no  one  can  maintain  steam  economically  where 
combustion  depends  for  its  air  supply  solely,  or 
to  a  large  extent,  over  the  fire.  The  reason  for 
this  ought  to  be  obvious  to  any  one,  hence  the 
difference  in  the  analysis  of  a  coal  should  de¬ 
termine  how  to  fire  that  coal. 

This  explains  why  coals  from  one  part  of  the 
state  give  much  better  results  than  coal  from  an¬ 
other  part-  of  the  state,  although  the  heat  units 
in  both  do  not  differ  materially.  Coal  men  who 
have  a  high  volatile  coal  to  offer  should  wake 
up  to  this  fact  that  they  will,  if  progressive,  take 
steps  to  educate  users.  At  present  these  coal  men 
need  education  themselves,  for  they  do  not  un¬ 
derstand  this,  and,  unfortunately,  some  of  them 
do  not  want  to  understand  it,  which  only  proves 
their  special  unfitness.  Sooner  or  later  investors 
in  coal  properties  will  see  to  it  that  men  are  se¬ 
lected  to  represent  their  interests  who  under¬ 
stand  coal  and  how  to  use  it.  I'his  involves  a 
knowledge  also  of  the  different  types  of  auto¬ 
matic  stokers,  chain  grates,  etc.,  and  for  new 
plants  gas  producers  and  gas  engines  as  against 
boilers  and  steam  engines.  Ihese  matters  will 
follow  in  later  articles. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


E.  Hill,  general  coal  agent  of  the  Lehigh  Coal 
&  Navigation  Co.  at  Philadelphia,  is  quite  ill,  suf¬ 
fering  from  a  nervous  breakdown.  He  is  under 
the  care  of  his  physician. 

Robert  C.  Hill,  vice-president  of  Madeira,  Hill 
&  Co.,  New  York,  left  on  Monday  of  this  week 
for  the  Adirondack  mountains  to  enjoy  a  brief 
vacation  from  the  strenuous  duties  of  his  office. 

F.  H.  Wigton,  general  manager  of  the  Morris- 
dale  Coal  Co.,  Philadelphia,  returned  home  early 
this  week  from  the  Maine  coast,  where  he  had 
taken  his  family,  who  will  remain  there  for  the 
summer. 

C.  C.  Harris,  of  Geo.  D.  Harris  &  Co'.,  returned 
the  first  of  last  week  from  the  Adirondacks, 
whert  he  spent  a  vacation  of  three  weeks.  He 
enjoyed  the  outing  exceedingly  and  was  greatly 
invigorated  physically. 

Walter  Lewis,  of  the  Susquehanna  Coal  Co.  at 
New  York,  has  taken  up  his  residence  at  Asbury 
l*ark,  N.  j.,  for  the  summer,  and  will  devote  a 
considerable  portion  of  his  time  there  while  the 
warm  weather  continues. 

Charles  Bergh,  general  sales  agent  of  the  Com¬ 
mercial  Coal  Mining  Co.  at  Philadelphia,  made  a 
visit  to  New  York  last  week  on  business.  He 
reports  trade  quiet,  but  the  company  has  suffi¬ 
cient  contract  business  to  keep  the  mines  running. 

S.  H.  Hicks,  of  Philadelphia,  who  up  to  recently 
was  identified  with  the  Beech  Creek  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.  at  New  York,  spent  several  days  last  week  m 
the  city  renewing  old  associations.  Mr.  Hicks  is 
still  interested  in  coal  mining,  but  is  devoting 
most  of  his  time  to  personal  affairs. 

J.  K.  Wimbrough,  general  manager  of  sales  of 
the  Penfield  Coal  Co.  at  South  Bethlehem,  Pa., 
was  on  a  business  trip  to  New  York  during  the 
week.  He  reports  that  the  company  is  consid¬ 
ering  opening  an  office  in  this  city  within  the 
next  few  weeks,  in  order  to  increase  its  facilities 
for  a  wider  distribution  of  its  coal. 

C.  R.  Ellicott,  New  York  manager  of  the  An¬ 
dersen  Coal  Mining  Co.,  spent  the  past  week  on 
a  business  trip  through  the  east  in  the  interest 
of  the  company.  Mr.  Ellicott  is  one  of  the  active 
men  in  the  coal  trade,  and  due  to  his  ability  and 
energy  has  established  a  good  demand  for  Peer¬ 
less  coal,  a  product  of  the  company. 

M.  O.  Brooks,  general  manager  of  the  Chesa¬ 
peake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  at  Richmond,  Va., 
was  in  New  York  for  several  days  the  first  of 
the  week  on  business  matters  pertaining  to  the 
company.  Mr.  Brooks  reports  an  improvement  in 
trade  conditions  and  says  the  company  has  a 
good  supply  of  orders  for  present  shipment. 

Sherman  T.  Cate,  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  Connecticut  Coal  Co.  at  Bridgeport,  Conn., 
was  in  New  York  last  week  on  business.  He 
reports  trade  as  being  temporarily  quiet  m  that 
locality,  but  expects  the  situation  to  improve 
shortly.  Mr.  Cate,  who  has  the  management  of 
the  company,  has  developed  quite  an  extensive 
business  by  close  application  and  hard  work  since 
the  new  organization  was  formed  early  in  the 
present  year. 

President  W.  L.  Connell,  of  the  conciliation 
board,  who  attended  a  meeting  of  that  body  on 
Tuesday  of  last  week  at  New  York,  says  that  he 
has  obtained  the  impression  from  both  the  miners 
and  the  representatives  of  the  operators,  that 
there  will  be  no  labor  disturbance  so  far  as  the 
miners  are  concerned  next  spring.  He  says  that 
'  neither  the  miners  nor  the  operators  desire  it,  and 
that  there  will,  from  present  indications,  be  little 
difficulty  among  miners  and  operators  in  arriving 
at  a  new  agreement. 

The  first  authentic  statement  by  the  'Wabash 
officials  during  the  week  that  former  President 
Ramsey  had  sold  his  interests  in  the  Little  Kana¬ 
wha  to  the  Vanderbilts,  was  made  by  President 
F.  A.  Delano  of  the  Wabash  Pittsburg  Terminal 
Co.  in  reply  to  the  question  as  to  hesitancy  on  the 
part  of  financiers  to  take  up  the  bonds^  of  the 
Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie.  He  replied :  “The  sale 
by  the  Little  Kanawha  syndicate  of  its  properties 
to  other  interests  will  in  no  way  interfere  with 
the  Wabash’s  plans  for  getting  to  seaboard. 
There  are  many  ways  of  building  to  our  eastern 


connections,  and  these  plans  are  to  be  taken  up 
this  fall  and  work  will  probably  be  started  on  the 
line  next  spring.  It  is  a  certainty  that  a  route 
through  Greene  county,  which  w'ill  give  us  a  con¬ 
nection  with  the  West  Virginia  Central,  can  be 
obtained  and  will  be.’’ 

C.  J.  Wittenberg,  president  of  the  Chesapeake 
&  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  of  New  York,  returned 
on  the  steamship  Kronprinz  W'lhelm  on  Tuesday 
of  last  week  from  Europe,  where  he  has  been 
enjoying  a  rest  for  the  past  two  months.  His 
trip  abroad  was  a  delightful  one,  but  the  weather 
on  the  way  back  was  foggy  at  times,  delaying  the 
steamship’s  arrival  somewhat.  His  family,  who 
accompanied  him  abroad,  remained  there  and  are 
not  likely  to  return  before  winter. 

Announcement  was  made  by  the  Washington 
club  the  first  of  the  week  that  the  fourth  annual 
clam  bake  will  be  given  on  Wednesday,  August 
sixteenth,  at  Glenwood,  L/Jiig  Island  sound.  Boat 
will  leave  pier  3,  North  river,  at  eleven  a.  m. 
'I'he  committee  comprises  the  officers  of  the  club 
as  follows:  Thos.  J.  Scully,  president;  Franklin 
Moore,  vice-president;  R.  J.  Bucholtz,  secretary, 
and  E.  Forrest  Powell,  treasurer.  This  is  one 
of  the  attractive  features  in  coal  circles  at  No.  1 
Broadway,  New  York,  and  is  generally  looked  for¬ 
ward  to  with  anticipations  of  much  pleasure. 

George  D.  Harris,  of  Geo.  D.  Harris  &  Co., 
New  York,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Harris,  sailed 
on  the  steamship  Baltic  of  the  White  Star  Line 
on  Wednesday  of  last  week  for  Europe,  where 
thev  expect  to  remain  for  about  two  months  to  en¬ 
joy  a  change  of  climate.  Mr.  Harris  is  one  of 
the  successful  men  in  the  coal  business,  and  dur¬ 
ing  the  many  years  of  his  activity  in  this  in¬ 
dustry  has  been  well  rewarded  financially  for  his 
efforts.  For  several  years  past  the  managjement 
of  the  company  has  been  under  the  direction  of 
his  two  sons,  in  order  that  he  might  take  life 
easier. 

J.  E.  Beaufort,  who  has  been  identified  with 
the  coal  trade  in  New  York  city  as  salesman 
with  several  of  the  larger  interests  for  the  past 
ten  years,  has  severed  his  relations  with  this  in¬ 
dustry  to  accept  a  position  in  another  line  which 
is  more  lucrative  and  promises  a  brighter  future 
for  him.  He  takes  with  him  the  good  wishes  of 
a  large  circle  of  friends,  who  greatly  esteemed 
his  integrity  and  genial  manner.  Mr.  Beaufort 
left  for  Cape  Vincent  at  the  Thousand  Islands, 
N.  Y.,  where  his  family  are  residing  for  the 
summer,  to  enjoy  a  month’s  recreation  before  en¬ 
tering  upon  his  new  duties. 

The  P.  G.  Kemp  Coal  Co.  of  Sixty-fifth  street 
and  North  river.  New  York,  is  obliged  to  vacate 
its  present  location  owing  to  the  sale  of  this  prop¬ 
erty  recently,  which  was  owned  by  Henry  Meyer 
at  Mott  Haven  canal.  The  company  has  secured 
by  purchase  four  lots  immediately  back  of  its 
old  plant  on  Sixty-fourth  street  and  North  river, 
where  ample  pocket  room  will  be  provided.  This 
yard  will  be  equipped  with  modern  facilities  for 
handling  coal.  This  will  greatly  increase  the 
company’s  business,  which  it  has  been  many  years 
in  developing,  but  recently  has  been  retarded 
somewhat  in  caring  for  a  larger  trade  by  the  lack 
of  facilities  at  the  old  yard. 

The  directors  of  the  Erie  railroad,  at  a  meeting 
held  last  week  in  New  York,  declared  a  first  divi¬ 
dend  of  four  per  cent  on  the  second  preferred 
stock,  the  same  to  be  payable  in  two  semi-annual 
installments.  The  usual  semi-annual  dividend  of 
two  per  cent  on  the  first  preferred  was  also  de¬ 
clared.  Four  per  cent  on  the  $16,000,000  Erie  sec¬ 
ond  preferred  calls  for  $640,000,  payable  on  Oc¬ 
tober  ninth,  this  year,  and  on  April  ninth,  1906. 
The  declaration  of  the  new  dividend  leaves  a  net 
surplus  of  $2,382,213.  The  Erie  will  begin  on  its 
Jersey  City  terminal  improvements  immediately, 
and  the  officers  expect  to  have  the  work  finished 
in  two  years.  The  total  cost  is  to  be  about 
$8,000,000. 

Herman  Boymann,  a  prominent  coal  merchant 
of  New  York  city,  who  spent  the  past  two  months 
in  Germany,  visiting  his  relatives  in  that  country, 
returned  home  on  'i'hursday  of  last  week,  greatly 
benefited  by  the  trip,  and  is  again  eager  to  resume 
his  duties.  He  is  arranging  plans  to  materially 
increase  his  present  coal  plant,  and  work  on  the 


improvements  will  shortly  commence.  The  yard 
of  Mr.  Boymann  is  splendidly  located  for  an  in¬ 
crease  of  business,  the  population  in  that  locality 
becoming  more  dense  from  year  to  year  and  also 
extending  over  a  wider  area.  He  has  determined 
to  increase  and  improve  his  facilities  to  enable 
him  to  take  advantage  of  these  opportunities. 
Modern  machinery  will  be  installed  in  the  plant. 

New  York  city  prices  on  the  domestic  sizes 
of  anthrac'te  at  retail  were  advanced  the  first  of 
the  month  ten  cents  per  ton.  This  makes  the 
current  month’s  prices  $6.1.'5,  on  sidewalk,  to  the 
family,  board'ng  houses,  stores,  saloons,  barber 
shops,  boarding  and  livery  stables,  apartment 
houses,  churches,  missions,  schools,  libraries,  small 
theaters,  small  clubs,  small  hotels,  lodging  houses, 
laundries,  restaurants,  bakeries  and  sweat  shops. 
To  the  steam  trade  using  coal  for  generating 
power,  the  price  is  $5.65  for  broken  and  $5.90  for 
egg,  stove  and  chestnut.  Another  advance  of  ten 
cents  per  ton  will  be  made  on  September  first, 
wlrch  will  continue  during  the  w  liter,  except  for 
extra  carting  charges  when  snow  arrives. 

D.  E.  Van  Wickle  of  Percy  Heilner  &  Son, 
New  York,  left  on  Friday  of  this  week  with  a 
party  of  four  on  an  automobile  tour,  including 
a  slay  at  Saratoga  Springs,  to  be  gone  two  weeks. 
The  party  started  from  Matawan,  N.  J.,  in  the 
morning  for  Boston,  where,  after  a  brief  stop, 
they  will  go  to  Poleing  Springs,  which  is  one  of 
the  attractive  summer  places.  From  there  they 
will  proceed  to  Saratoga  Springs  to  enjoy  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  their  vacation  before  returning  home 
by  automobile.  These  trips  through  the  country 
are  becoming  very  popular  and  are  the  means  of 
furnishing  much  pleasure  in  enjoying  the  beauties 
of  nature.  Mr.  Van  Wickle  is  one  of  the  popular 
young  men  in  the  trade  and  holds  a  prominent 
position.  He  started  his  business  career  as  a 
young  man  with  Van  Wickle,  Stout  &  Co.  at  111 
Broadway  in  1881,  where  he  remained,  serving  in 
various  capacities,  till  1694,  when  he  became  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  firm  of  Percy  Heilner  &  Son,  by 
whom  he  is  still  employed. 

Arbuckle  Bros,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  have  en¬ 
tered  the  coal  business  in  that  city,  and  it  is  under¬ 
stood  they  intend  to  operate  along  extensive  lines. 
By  the  purchase  of  the  lease,  equipment  and  busi¬ 
ness  interests  of  Frost  Bros,  at  Jay  and  Water 
streets.  Brooklyn,  they  made  their  entree  into 
the  trade.  Joseph  Shine,  who  has  been  the  man¬ 
ager  of  this  yard  for  some  years  for  Frost  Bros., 
will  continue  in  the  same  position  with  Arbuckle 
Bros.  John  Frost,  who  is  the  only  surviving 
member  of  the  firm,  has  devoted  little  time  to 
this  business,  being  editor  of  the  Brooklyn  Citi¬ 
zen,  with  his  other  interests,  which  keep  him 
fully  employed.  The  property  is  located  on  part 
of  an  entire  block,  bounded  by  Bridge,  Jay,  Front 
and  Water  streets,  which  is  owned  by  Arbuckle 
Bros,  and  adjoins  their  coffee  plant.  The  coal 
pockets  are  of  moderate  capacity,  handling  in  the 
past  about  45,000  tons  annually.  It  is  said  new 
pockets  will  be  erected  on  a  larger  scale  to  de¬ 
velop  the  business  and  handle  coal  for  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  the  owners. 

Charles  Dimmers,  in  defending  a  suit  to  en¬ 
force  payment  for  lumber  in  the  United  States 
district  court  in  Jersey  City  last  week,  said  he 
was  ninety-six  years  old  and  that  he  had  been 
working  on  canal  boats  for  seventy-seven  years. 
When  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  who  owns  a  ship¬ 
yard  in  Jersey  City,  e.xpressed  disbelief,  Mr.  Dim¬ 
mers  smiled  and  said :  “I  am  still  young.  Why, 
I  have  a  sister  in  Germany  who  is  135  years  old. 
My  father  died  at  the  age  of  136.  I  expect  to 
live  a  great  many  years  yet.’’  Dimmers  has  made, 
it  is  said,  $100,000  in  the  canal  boat  business,  and 
is  the  owner  of  the  H.  H.  Baker,  which  carries 
coal  between  Perth  Amboy  and  New  York.  He 
is  also  said  to  own  a  row  of  tenement  houses  in 
Buffalo,  from  which  city  he  came  two  years  ago. 
He  has  outlived  four  wives,  and  in  spite  of  his 
age  can  throw  a  line  or  take  his  turn  at  the 
wheel  with  greater  skill  than  many  younger  men. 
Mr.  Dimmers  is  well  known  to  the  coal  trade  in 
New  York  harbor,  having  been  active  in  soliciting 
cargoes  since  locating  here,  and  his  peculiar  man¬ 
ner  of  dress  and  age  make  him  a  type  not  easily 
forgotten,  though  no  one  had  any  knowledge  of 
his  great  age  or  wealth. 
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Western  Retail  J^otes. 

The  Midway  Coal  Co.,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  re¬ 
cently  changed  its  firm  name  to  the  Shaw  Coal 
Co. 

It  is  reported  that  a  farmers’  lumber  and  coal 
yard  will  be  established  at  Taft,  N.  D.,  near 
Hillsboro. 

F.  M.  Ulrich,  of  River  Falls,  Wis.,  has  built 
a  large  coal  storage  shed  at  that  point  and  will 
handle  coal. 

The  H.  T.  Wilson  Coal  Co.,  Detroit,  Mich., 
recently  increased  its'  capital  stock  from  $50,000 
to  $60,000. 

P.  W.  Bresnahan,  of  DeGraff,  Minn.,  has  sold 
his  coal  business  to  J.  J.  Lang,  who  will  carry  it 
on  in  the  future. 

The  Leyden  Coal  Co.,  of  Denver,  Colo.,  _  has 
inaugurated  a  price  war  which  may  result  in  a 
great  reduction  in  price. 

The  Farmers’  Elevator  Co.,  of  Zumbrota,  Minn., 
recently  completed  a  new  warehouse,  which  will 
be  used  for  storing  coal. 

The  Nelson  Coal  Co.,  Great  Falls,  Mont.,  se¬ 
cured  the  contract  for  furnishing  coal  for  the 
school  buildings  in  that  city. 

The  Wilson-Weber  Lumber  Co.,  Colfax,  Wis., 
will  shortly  erect  a  large  coal  shed  at  that  point 
and  will  engage  in  the  coal  business. 

The  price  of  anthracite  at  retail  advanced  fifty 
cents  at  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis.,  a  few  days  ago,  mak¬ 
ing  the  selling  price  now  $8.00  per  ton. 

The  Hatfield  Farmers’  Elevator  Co.,  of  Hat¬ 
field,  Minn.,  is  about  to  engage  in  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness  in  connection  with  its  other  interests. 

The  Diamond  Coal  Co.,  at  Mitchellville,  Iowa, 
recently  obtained  the  contract  for  supplying  coal 
for  the  girls’  industrial  school  of  that  state. 

A.  A.  Mace,  Allerton,  Iowa,  has  been  awarded 
the  contract  for  supplying  coal  for  the  school 
buildings  in  that  city  for  the  coming  winter. 

G.  W.  Van  Dusen  &  Co.  recently  secured  the 
contract  for  supplying  100  tons  of  coal  to  the 
state  of  South  Dakota,  awarded  at  the  capital  at 
Pierre. 

J.  E.  Ward,  of  Thompson  Ridge,  Ohio,  recently 
sold  his  coal  and  feed  store  at  that  place  to 
Gark  Bros.,  who  have  managed  the  business  for 
the  past  six  years. 

The  contract  for  furnishing  500  tons  of  Hock¬ 
ing  coal  for  the  school  buildings  at  Waukesha, 
Wis.,  was  recently  awarded  to  the  Wilbur  Lum¬ 
ber  Co.,  of  Milwaukee. 

James  Archer,  of  Cherokee,  Iowa,  has  sold  the 
lumber  and  coal  business  which  he  has  conducted 
at  that  point  for  some  time  to  his  son,  E.  Archer, 
who  will  continue  it. 

The  contract  for  furnishing  coal  for  the  girls’ 
industrial  home  at  Delaware,  Ohio,  was  recently 
awarded  to  the  Johnson  Coal  Co.,  of  Columbus, 
and  calls  for  1,800  tons. 

The  Union  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated 
at  Lincoln,  Neb.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of 
$25,000.  The  incorporators  are  H.  T.  Folsom, 
Edward  J.  Anderson  and  E.  C.  Folsom. 

The  Consolidated  Lumber  Co.,  of  White  Bear, 
Minn.,  recently  was  awarded  the  contract  for 
furnishing  thirty  tons  of  egg  coal  and  sixty-five 
tons  of  Hocking  for  the  school  buildings  of  that 
city. 

The  Shull  Lumber  Co.  will  build  a  large  coal 
shed  on  its  property  in  Mismore,  Minn.  The 
yards  of  the  company  are  being  fitted  up  with  all 
modern  improvements  and  the  storage  shed  will 
be  a  very  large  one. 

The  newly  acquired  lumber  and  coal  yards  of 
the  Union  Lumber  Co.,  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  will 
be  operated  under  the  name  of  the  Goodrich-Call 
Lumber  Co.,  with  headquarters  at  Minneapolis. 
The  stockholders  in  the  two  companies  are  the 
same. 

The  Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Peoria,  Ill.,  re¬ 
cently  secured  the  contract  for  supplying  coal 
for  the  orphans’  home  at  Davenport,  Iowa.  This 
company  will  also  furnish  the  coal  for  the  sol¬ 
diers’  home  at  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  under  a  joint 


contract  with  the  Gregory  Coal  &  Lime  Co.,  of 
Marshalltown. 

The  Ender  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill.,  re¬ 
cently  secured  the  contract  for  furnishing  coal] 
for  the  city  buildings  at  Rochester,  Minn.,  and' 
will  furnish  Hocking  lump  at  $4.90  per  ton  and 
anthracite  stove  at  $8.50  per  ton. 

V 

Eastern  Retail  ^lotes. 

The  coal  yard  of  Fehr  &  O’Rourke  at  Reading, 
Pa.,  was  recently  destroyed  by  fire,  the  loss  being 
$500. 

Alexander  H.  Howe,  a  prominent  coal  mer¬ 
chant  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  died  at  his  home  in 
that  city  a  few  days  ago  in  his  eighty-fifth  year. 

Eire  partially  destroyed  the  buildings  of  the 
Pickett  Coal  Co.  at  Beverly,  Mass.,  a  few  days 
ago,  causing  a  loss  of  nearly  $800,  partly  covered 
by  insurance. 

The  coal  handlers’  and  trimmers’  union  at 
Boston,  Mass.,  anticipates  that  a  new  wage  scale 
agreement  will  be  signed  by  the  coal  companies 
of  that  city  in  the  near  future. 

The  first  anthracite  coal  ever  received  at  Port¬ 
land,  Maine,  was  a  cargo  landed  at  the  foot  of 
Long  Wharf  in  1826.  Previous  to  the  advent  of 
coal,  cordwood  was  used  for  heating  purposes. 

Charles  M.  Reed,  of  Pennsburg,  Pa.,  will  short¬ 
ly  start  a  coal,  wood  and  feed  business  in  that 
city  at  the  yard  formerly  known  as  the  Bitting 
siding,  having  acquired  the  property  for  that 
purpose. 

The  Bliss  Coal  Co.,  Boston,  Mass.,  recently  de¬ 
clared  bankrupt,  is  endeavoring  to  have  the  re¬ 
ceivership  dissolved  on  the  ground  that  ninety 
per  cent  of  the  stockholders  are  desirous  that  the 
corporation  shall  resume  business. 

Coal  dealers  of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  say  that  the  great¬ 
est  activity  of  the  season  has  just  passed,  and 
as  a  consequence  demand  is  a  little  quiet  in  the 
retail  yards.  This  has  been  a  good  season  for  the 
dealers  thus  far  and  thousands  of  tons  of  coal 
have  been  stored  in  consumers’  bins. 

The  Sprague  &  Breed  Coal  Co.,  Lynn,  Mass., 
was  awarded  the  contract  for  furnishing  coal 
for  the  public  buildings  of  that  city,  the  prices 
being  $6.15  per  ton  for  broken  white  ash  an¬ 
thracite;  $6.40  for  egg;  $6.65  for  stove;  Georges 
Creek  bituminous  $4.35,  and  Pocahontas  $4.35. 

Coal  dealers  at  Boston,  Mass.,  have  asked  the 
coal  handlers,  who  have  been  on  strike  for  a 
number  of  weeks,  to  defer  action  as  to  an  agree¬ 
ment  until  they  can  consider  the  matter  further. 
A  reasonable  amount  of  time  is  to  be  given  and 
it  appears  as  if  the  strike  would  soon  be  amicably 
settled. . 

The  Pittsfield  (Mass.)  Co-operative  Coal 
Co.,  which  was  recently  organized  at  Pittsfield, 
has  purchased  the  coal  yards  and  business  of 
George  A.  Bidwell  in  that  city  and  has  opened 
yards  adjoining  the  Boston  &  Albany  railroad. 
The  new  company,  it  is  said,  will  not  cut  prices 
and  will  be  affiliated  with  the  local  coal  deal¬ 
ers’  association. 

V 

Southern  Retail  Notes. 

The  Abbeville  Ice,  Coal  &  Laundry  Co.  was 
recently  incorporated  at  Augusta,  Ga.,  with  an 
authorized  capital  of  $15,000.  The  incorporators 
are  F.  E.  Harrison,  Frederic  Minshall  and  Will¬ 
iam  Pegram. 

M.  P.  McLaughlin,  president  of  the  McLaugh¬ 
lin  Coal  &  Grain  Co.,  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  has 
applied  for  membership  in  the  Merchants’  Ex¬ 
change.  The  company  is  a  new  one,  but  now 
has  two  offices  in  the  city  of  Memphis  and  is 
doing  a  large  business. 

It  is  alleged  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  that  certain 
manufacturers  have  abused  the  steam  coal  rates 
on  coal  from  eastern  Tennessee  mines  to  Knox¬ 
ville,  and  the  officials  of  the  Southern  railway 
have  promised  the  retailers  of  that  city  better 
protection  in  the  future. 

Samuel  Ferebee,  manager  and  part  owner  of 
the  Norfolk  Coal  &  Ice  Co.,  Norfolk,  Va.,  died  a 
few  days  ago  at  his  home  of  apoplexy.  He  was 
out  of  doors  during  much  of  the  recent  hot 
weather  and  it  is  thought  the  excessive  heat 
helped  to  bring  on  the  attack. 


Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 

The  Sunshine  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorpo¬ 
rated  at  Centerville,  Iowa,  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  $10,000.  The  incorporators  include 
Frank  Stratton,  of  Centerville. 

The  Browne-Willjams  Coal  Co.  was  recently 
incorporated  at  Springfield.  Ill.,  with  an  author¬ 
ized  capital  of  $100,000.  The  incorporators  are 
T.  J.  Browne,  G.  J.  Munroe  and  A.  L.  Teele. 

The  Cherokee  Crescent  Coal  Co.  of  Kansas 
was  recently  registered  to  operate  in  Missouri, 
with  headquarters  at  Kansas  City.  Of  the 
authorized  capital,  $24,000  will  be  used  in  the  lat¬ 
ter  state. 

The  Fleming  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
in  Kansas  and  will  have  its  headquarters  at  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Mo.  The  company  has  an  authorized 
capital  of  $100,000,  of  which  $45,000  is  to  be  used 
in  the  latter  state. 

The  Pioneer  Coal  &  Lumber  Co.  was  incorpo¬ 
rated  a  few  days  ago  at  Ogden,  Utah,  the  princi¬ 
pal  stockholders  being  Harvey  P.  Randall,  J.  A. 
Randall,  Ethel  Randall,  all  of  Ogden,  and  W.  H. 
Brereton  and  Sarah  P.  Brereton,  of  Provo. 

The  United  States  Fuel  Co.  was  recently  in¬ 
corporated  at  Denver,  Colo.,  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  $100,000.  The  incorporators  are  Julia 

A.  Filger,  Charles  L.  Martin,  F.  E.  Collier, 
George  Lonhardy  and  E.  B.  Curtis,  of  Denver. 

Joseph  Griffith,  William  Daniels  and  Walter 
Gilliam,  Columbus,  Ohio,  have  purchased  the 
Gypsy  Coal  Co.  at  that  point,  the  mines  of  which 
are  located  at  Gilbert.  The  new  owners  will 
form  a  company  and  operate  the  mines  from  a 
Columbus  office. 

A  new  coal  company,  known  as  Collins  & 
McEwen,  was  recently  incorporated  at  Fort 
Dodge,  Iowa,  with  an  authorized  capital  of 
$5,000.  The  mines  of  the  company  are  located 
near  Kalo  and  Coalville.  The  incorporators  are 
William  McEwen,  F.  W.  Collins,  H.  J.  Collins 
and  C.  C.  Collins. 

The  Platte  Canon  Fuel  &  Power  Co.  was  re¬ 
cently  incorporated  at  Denver,  Colo.,  with  an 
authorized  capital  of  $500,000.  The  company  in¬ 
tends  to  become  active  competitors  of  the  larger 
coal  companies  in  that  district  and  to  furnish 
light  and  power  to  all  the  small  towns  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  mines.  The  directors  of  the  com¬ 
pany  are  Walter  H.  Tuns,  Luther  W.  Herring, 
Frank  G.  Watrous,  Henry  Apple  and  A.  M.  Her¬ 
ring. 

General  Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

Heyl  &  Patterson,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  recently 
secured  the  contract  for  building  a  new  coal  tip¬ 
ple  for  the  Canadian  Northern  railway  at  Femie, 

B.  C. 

A  petition  in  bankruptcy  has  been  filed  against 
the  Mount  Carmel  Coal  Co.,  of  Frontenac,  Kas. 
This  is  one  of  the  Devlin  coal  companies  and  the 
liabilities  are  placed  at  $6,186. 

The  plant  of  the  Wenona  Coal  &  Mining  Co., 
Bay  City,  Mich.,  was  recently  damaged  by  fire  to 
the  extent  of  $30,000,  throwing  325  people  out 
of  employment  temporarily,  as  it  will  require  from 
two  to  three  months  to  repair  the  damage  wrought 
by  the  fire.  The  loss  is  fairly  well  covered  by 
insurance. 

The  Summit  coal  mine  at  Flushing,  Ohio,  has 
changed  hands,  the  new  owners  being  the  Sum¬ 
mit  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  G.  M.  Shoemaker  is 
president  and  general  manager  of  the  company, 
and  Charles  H.  Alexander  is  secretary  and  treas¬ 
urer.  The  new  company  will  have  headquarters 
at  Flushing  and  it  is  expected  that  the  newly 
acquired  property  will  be  one  of  the  best  pro¬ 
ducing  mines  in  the  country. 

An  accident  occurred  a  few  days  ago  at  Dering 
mine  No.  5,  Clinton,  Ind.,  which  caused  suspension 
of  operations  for  a  week  or  two.  While  the  cage 
was  being  lowered  the  sheave  wheel  at  the  top 
of  the  tipple  broke,  and  while  the  cables  would 
have  been  strong  enough  to  sustain  the  cage,  the 
heavy  wooden  timbers  were  cut  completely  apart 
by  the  ropes,  the  cage  dropping  to  the  Dottom. 
The  tipple  was  thus  robbed  of  proper  support  and 
swayed  five  inches  out  of  line.  For  a  moment  it 
was  feared  it  would  be  crushed. 
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Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  ^^otes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

The  Pryor  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Greensburg,  Pa.,  with 
an  authorized  capital  of  $100,000. 

The  American  Coal  Mining  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Pittsburg, 
Pa.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $20,000. 

The  Cassingham  Coal  &  Land  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Charles¬ 
ton,  W.  Va.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $.300,000.  The  incorporators  are 
W.  A.  McCorkle,  J.  E.  Chilton,  W.  E.  Chilton,  G.  O.  Chilton  and  T.  S. 
Clarke. 

The  Southwestern  Anthracite  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at 
Camden,  N.  J.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $200,000,  to  mine,  transport 
and  deal  in  coal.  The  incorporators  are  A.  G.  Bennett,  W.  N.  Brooks  and 
George  Anderson. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  mines  of  the  Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  anthracite  producers,  were 
closed  three  days  last  week,  owing  to  the  present  dull  demand. 

R.  W.  Higinbotham,  of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  recently  purchased  1,700  acres 
of  coal  land  from  H.  L.  Yost  and  R.  C.  Price,  of  Fairview,  Pa.  The  purchase 
price  was  not  named. 

The  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Co.,  Tamaqua,  Pa.,  recently  put  a  large 
force  of  men  at  work  sinking  new  shafts  at  different  operations.  They  will 
be  sunk  to  a  depth  of  600  feet. 

Miners  at  the  Hadley  colliery  of  the  Pittston  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Wilkes- 
barre.  Pa.,  recently  went  on  strike,  claiming  they  are  compelled  to  work  over¬ 
time  without  extra  compensation. 

The  North  Franklin  colliery  at  Trevorton,  Pa.,  owned  by  the  Reading 
Co.,  is  being  equipped  with  electric  machinery  and  an  electric  breaker  is  being 
built,  which  is  almost  completed. 

The  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  will  build  a  new  breaker  near 
the  Mount  Pleasant  colliery  at  Scranton.  The  structure  will  be  modern  in 
every  way  and  will  cost  about  $100,000. 

O.  M.  Hartzell,  for  a  number  of  years  with  the  Jamison  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  as  manager  of  the  sales  department,  has  resigned  his  position 
and  will  take  an  extended  vacation  trip. 

E.  P.  Mucklow,  of  Scranton,  Pa.,  recently  purchased  the  Piney  Ridge 
coal  properties  in  West  Virginia,  and  is  at  the  head  of  a  Pennsylvania  syndi¬ 
cate  which  will  operate  in  the  West  Virginia  field. 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  has 
been  fighting  fire  for  over  a  week  at  its  Good  Spring  colliery,  near  Potts- 
ville.  Pa.,  one  of  the  most  valuable  of  the  company’s  forty-four  operations. 


The  fire  started  as  a  result  of  a  blast.  All  efforts  to  extinguish  the  flames 
thus  far  have  been  futile.  'I'be  supply  of  water  is  said  to  be  short.  This 
colliery  employs  between  COO  and  800  men. 

During  a  recent  electrical  storm  at  Scranton.  Pa.,  lightning  struck  the 
large  new  breaker  of  the  Pine  Brook  colliery,  setting  it  afire.  The  blaze  was 
quickly  extinguished,  however,  doing  little  damage. 

'I'hc  tower  at  the  government  coaling  station  at  Lamoine,  Maine,  which 
was  demolished  in  a  wind  storm  last  year,  causing  a  loss  of  $75,000,  has  been 
nearly  rebuilt  and  will  be  in  operation  within  a  few  days. 

The  Beaver  Coal  Co.,  Dunmore,  Pa.,  recently  purchased  300  acres  of  coal 
land  near  Hazelton,  where  there  is  a  small  breaker  already  in  operation.  The 
company  expects  to  develop  the  tract  on  an  extensive  scale. 

The  Scott  breaker,  of  the  Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  Mount  Carmel,  Pa., 
will  shortly  begin  operations.  Over  300  men  and  boys  will  be  employed  and 
this  number  will  be  materially  increased  as  the  work  increases. 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  will 
shortly  open  an  immense  coal  tract  at  Reevesdale,  just  west  of  Tamaqua, 
Pa.  A  large  breaker  is  to  be  erected  and  shafts  will  be  sunk  immediately. 

The  Orient  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Connellsville.  Pa.,  is  building  100  new 
coke  ovens  at  its  works  near  Merrittstown,  Pa.  The  company  already  has 
300  in  operation,  and  the  output  will  be  greatly  increased  by  the  additional 
ovens. 

There  is  as  yet  no  sign  of  settlement  of  the  strike  at  the  Black  Ridge 
colliery  of  the  Hazle  Mountain  Coal  Co.  The  men  will  not  return  to 
work  until  they  are  given  some  assurance  that  they  will  receive  standard 
wages. 

The  Scranton  Coal  Co.,  Scranton.  Pa.,  is  making  every  effort  to  ex¬ 
tinguish  a  fire  which  has  broken  out  in  its  O.  S.  Johnson  mine.  The  fire 
started  in  the  barn  and  fifty-seven  mules  were  cremated.  The  miners  all 
escaped. 

The  Hoggsett  Coal  Co.,  Connellsville,  Pa.,  expects  to  have  the  railway 
siding  to  its  mines  completed  in  a  few  days,  and  the  company  will  soon  be 
marketing  a  first-class  quality  of  steam  coal.  It  owns  about  100  acres  of 
this  coal. 

The  Pittsburg,  Westmoreland  &  Somerset  railroad  has  made  a  $700,000 
mortgage  in  favor  of  the  New  York  Trust  Co.,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  and 
will  build  its  road  from  Somerset  to  Ligonier,  Pa.,  through  an  undeveloped 
coal  district. 

Renewed  activity  has  been  displayed  lately  among  the  non-union  miners 
in  the  Irwin,  Pa.,  field,  of  which  there  are  14,000,  in  an  effort  to  organize 
them  before  the  expiration  of  the  present  contract  between  the  operators  and 
miners  in  that  region. 

One  of  the  coke  ovens  of  the  Latrobe  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  at  Lloydsville, 
Pa.,  recently  exploded  with  a  terrific  report  during  a  storm.  A  sewer  in 
the  rear  became  flooded  and  the  water  poured  into  the  blazing  oven,  generat- 
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ing  steam  that  burst  the  lieavy  masonry.  The  workmen  had  all  sought 
shelter  from  the  storm,  consequently  no  one  was  injured. 

The  Morris  Run  Coal  Co.,  Wellsboro,  Pa.,  operating  mines  at  Morris 
Run,  Pa.,  has  closed  its  mines  indefinitely.  The  company  asked  the  men  to 
accept  a  ten  per  cent  reduction  in  wages,  which  they  flatly  refused,  and  the 
company  thereupon  closed  all  its  mines. 

The  Rex  Carbon  Coal  Co.,  Wellsburg,  W.  Va..  recently  purchased  a 
tract  of  129  acres  of  coal  land  in  the  Cross  Creek  district  for  $150  an  acre. 
The  coal  will  be  mined  at  once  through  an  opening  located  on  the  Wabash 
railroad,  where  work  has  been  going  on  for  a  couple  of  months. 

The  deepest  anthracite  mine  shaft  in  the  world  has  just  been  completed 
at  Brookside  colliery,  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  at 
Tremont.  Pa.  It  was  sunk  1,850  feet,  or  more  than  a  third  of  a  mile.  This 
mine  is  the  largest  producer  in  the  southern  Pennsylvania  region. 

An  abandoned  coal  mine  near  East  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  which  has  been  afire 
for  a  number  of  years,  is  now  threatening  damage  to  residences  in  that 
vicinity.  The  fire  started  seven  years  ago  and  all  efforts  to  extinguish 
it  have  been  unavailing.  Clouds  of  smoke  and  fire  issue  daily  from  the  pit 
mouth. 

The  miners  of  the  Greensburg.  Pa.,  district  will  hold  their  annual  outing 
at  Oakford  park,  Greensburg,  August  twenty-tbird.  The  outing  will  be 
held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Miners’  Association  of  Greensburg,  and 
over  $600  has  already  been  secured  toward  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
occasion. 

Mr.  Wang,  a  young  Japanese  student,  is  staying  at  the  Hotel  Hart, 
Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  for  the  purpose  of  studying  the  methods  of  coal  mining  in 
the  anthracite  region  of  Pennsylvania.  He  will  remain  in  the  United  States 
some  little  time  studying  mining  methods  and  will  report  the  result  of  his 
observations  to  his  government. 

In  the  suit  of  the  International  Coal  Mining  Co.  against  the  Pennsylvania 
railroad  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  William  A.  Patton,  assistant  to  President  Cas¬ 
satt,  of  the  Pennsylvania,  will,  according  to  a  ruling  of  the  court,  be  obliged 
to  testify.  The  plaintiff  in  the  case  is  endeavoring  to  recover  alleged  un¬ 
lawful  rebates  collected  by  the  railroad. 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  Pottsville,  Pa.,  is  making 
plans  to  mine  coal  by  daylight.  The  Bear  Ridge  mountains  are  being  sur¬ 
veyed,  and  it  is  said  the  surface  will  soon  be  stripped  off_  the  coal  veins, 
which  lie  near  the  surface,  allowing  the  mining  of  coal  without  the  usual 
danger  which  accompanies  work  underground. 

V 

Literary  Notes, 

Though  his  characteristic  mental  attitude  was  that  of  placidity  and  serenity,  John 
Hay  never  degenerated  to  the  level  of  the  cynic.  He  was  never  the  man  who  concludes 
that  nothing  matters — never  the  diseiple  of  Talleyrand  who  took  to  his  heart  the  maxim, 
“Above  all,  no  zeal.”  Mr.  Hay’s  modesty  would  not  permit  him  to  make  a  parade  of 
his  earnestness  or  sound  his  zeal  from  the  housetops;  but  he  was  zealous  and  earnest 
as  to  all  vital  things,  just  the  same.  He  had  a  fine  scorn  for  all  that  is  petty,  mean,  con¬ 
temptible.  He  detested  all  unnecessary  and  wanton  falsehood.  For  the  sort  of  diplomacy 
that  rests  essentially  upon  tergiversation  he  had  a  most  hearty  contempt.  One  of  his 
sayings  is  famous  in  the  diplomatic  world.  It  was  used  of  a  certain  titled  European, 
not  now  a  member  of  the  corps  at  Washington.  “When  the  count  comes  to  talk  to 
me,”  said  Mr.  Hay,  “I  do  not  use  my  wits  trying  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  the  man 
is  lying.  I  know  he  is  lying.  What  I  try  to  find  out  is  why  he  is  telling  that  particular 
lie.” — From  John  Hay;  An  American  Gentleman,”  by  Walter  Wellman,  in  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Monthly  Review  of  Reviews  for  August. 

It  would  be  hard  to  tell,  watching  St.  Nicholas  month  after  month,  what  is  the 
best  of  that  favorite  of  children’s  periodicals;  whether  the  body  of  the  magazine  with  its 
stories,  pictures  and  rhymes;  or  the  departments,  the  St.  Nicholas  League  training  for 
larger  endeavor  and  rewards.  Books  and  Reading  chat  about  all  sorts  of  bookish  inter¬ 
ests,.  Nature  and  Science,  keeping  young  readers  in  close  touch  with  the  bird,  insect 
and  animal  life  around  them;  the  Letter-Box,  the  Riddle-Box,  the  Stamp  Page.  Each 
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New  Southern  Enterprises. 

The  Montgomery  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Covington,  Ky., 
the  authorized  capital  being  $10,000.  The  incorporators  are  George  H. 
Montgomery,  Martin  M.  Durrett  and  Anna  M.  Durrett. 

The  Broadway  Coal  Mining  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  for  the  purpose  of  mining  coal,  the  authorized  capital  being  $75,000. 
The  incorporators  are  William  D.  Roberts,  Alexander  Allison,  George  M, 
Burton,  W.  W.  Simmons  and  W.  E.  Brown. 

A  conrpany  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $20,000  has  just  been  organized 
at  Middlesboro,  Ky.,  to  develop  500  acres  of  coal  land  recently  leased  from 
the  limes  estate.  Among  the  incorporators  are  Eugene  Vowels  and  J.  D. 
Wills,  of  the  Yellow  Creek  Coal  Co.,  Middlesboro,  Ky. 

The  Excelsior  Coal  &  Lumber  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Rich¬ 
mond,  Va.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $500,000,  for  the  purpose  of  mining 
and  dealing  in  coal  and  other  materials.  The  officers  are  D.  C.  Zollicoffer, 
president,  and  W.  D.  Browning,  secretary  and  treasurer. 

A  new  company  has  been  organized  at  Tuscaloosa,  Ala.,  which  will  soon 
begin  development  work  on  a  tract  of  3,000  acres  of  valuable  coal  land 
which  has  been  recently  acquired  in  that  vicinity.  Tuscaloosa  capitalists  are 
interested  in  the  enterprise,  among  them  being  A.  S.  Vandegraaff  and  J.  W. 
Miller. 

The  American  Cannel  Coal  Co.,  of  Owensboro,  Ky.,  has  been  reorganized 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $100,000.  The  officers  are  S.  W.  Dexter,  New 
York,  president;  James  Shallcross,  Owensboro,  secretary  and  treasurer. 
The  directors  are  W.  A.  Lane,  Mrs.  Jennie  Ford,  John  Conway  and  James 
Shallcross. 

The  South  Side  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Memphis,  Tenn., 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $1,250,000.  The  company  will  build  a  rail¬ 
road  from  Paris  to  Dardanelle,  Tenn.,  a  distance  of  thirty-eight  miles.  The 
directors  are  P.  D.  Kluman,  Anfhony  Hall,  Henry  Strother,  Dee  Bradshaw, 
G.  D.  Locke,  Allen  B.  Smith  and  William  Alton  Jr. 

General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Tennessee  Central  railroad  recently  purchased  a  tract  of  3,200  acres 
of  coal  land  near  Waldensia,  Tenn. 

The  Durell  Winslow  Lumber  Co.,  of  Liverpool,  England,  recently  pur¬ 
chased  several  thousand  acres  of  valuable  coal  land  near  Owingsville,  Ky., 
and  a  railway  will  be  built  into  that  district.  The  property  contains  some 
good  coal. 

It  is  reported  that  coal  beds  have  been  discovered  at  Valle  de  los 
Puentes,  in  the  state  of  Jalisco,  Mexico,  the  coal  being  of  an  excellent  quality. 
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Machinery  needed  for  developing  the  property  has  been  ordered  from  the 
United  States. 


about  $22,000  and  it  is  claimed  that  the  holdings  are  worth  $75,000,  though 
it  is  impossible  to  lease  the  land  now  at  a  reasonable  figure. 


The  Stone  &  Webster  Co.,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  recently  purchased  the 
business  and  holdings  of  the  Paducah  City  Railway  Co.,  Paducah  Gas  &  Fuel 
Co.  and  the  Paducah  Steam  Heating  Co.,  of  Paducah,  Ky.,  the  consideration 
being  $1,440,000. 

The  Arkansas  Anthracite  Coal  Co.,  of  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  recently  se¬ 
cured  control  of  20,000  acres  of  valuable  coal  land  near  Spadra,  south  of  the 
Arkansas  river,  where  there  has  been  no  development  work.  H.  L.  Remmel, 
of  Little  Rock,  is  president  of  the  company. 

The  Hamilton  Coal  Co.,  Chattanooga.  Tenn.,  will  soon  begin  the  ship¬ 
ment  of  coal  from  its  mines  at  Retro,  Tenn.  A  large  washer  will  soon  be 
installed.  The  company  will  open  several  new  mines  in  that  field  when  the 
spur  track  to  the  property  has  been  completed. 

The  West  Kentucky  Coal  Co.,  of  New  York,  N.  Y.,  recently  purchased 
the  1.  H.  Wheatcroft  plants  at  Sturgis,  Ky..  including  the  town  and  rail¬ 
road  at  Wheatcroft  and  yards  at  New  Orleans.  _  The  consideration  was 
$300,000.  All  the  mines  will  be  equipped  with  electrical  machinery. 

The  extension  which  the  Southern  Railway  is  building  into  the_  coal 
fields  of  Bessemer,  Ala.,  is  rapidly  nearing  completion.  The  mine  which  is 
being  equipped  at  that  point  is  soon  to  be  ready  for  operation  and  is  the 
property  of  Martin  Bros.,  of  Bessemer. 

The  Alabama  Consolidated  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  of  Birrningham,  Ala.,  is 
building  100  coke  ovens,  which,  added  to  the  765  already  in  operation,  will 
give  the  company  an  annual  output  of  300,000  tons  of  coke  annually.  The 
coal  production  will  also  be  increased  from  the  present  annual  output  of 
700,000  to  something  like  1,000,000  tons. 

The  Arkansas  railroad  commission  has  announced  that  after  August  fifth 
the  standard  freight  distance  tariff  from  Denning,  Ark.,  to  Little  Rock  and 
all  points  in  Arkansas  northeast  and  south  thereof  will  be  the  same  as  now 
applies  from  Ozark,  Ark.,  to  the  same  points. 

The  American  Smokeless  Coal  Co.,  Bekosha,  1.  T.,  recently  passed  into 
bankruptcy.  Some  of  the  stockholders  asked  for  a  further  assessment  for  de¬ 
velopment  purposes,  while  others  did  not  favor  the  plan  and  it  was  finally 
decided  to  ask  for  a  receiver  to  protect  the  creditors.  The  indebtedness  is 
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feature  keeps  up  so  high  a  standard  of  live  interest  that  it  is  safe  to  say  most  young 
readers,  and  many  older  ones,  read  the  magazine  through  every  month  from  cover 
to  cover.  Quite  appropriately  for  an  August  issue,  the  leading  story  of  the  August 
St.  Nicholas  is  a  tale  of  yachting,  “The  Commodore’s  Cup,”  by  William  B.  McCormick. 
There  are  plenty  of  other  good  stories  for  both  girls  and  boys:  “How  Pinkey  Settled 
an  Old  Score,”  “The  Quest  of  a  Nile-green  Collar,”  “Edgar’s  ‘Sissy’  Job  that  Paid,” 
“Stories  Told  by  Indians,”  from  the  late  Julian  Ralph;  “The  Hole  m  the  C^nna-bed,” 
another  of  Isabel  Gordon  Curtis’s  “Chuckie  Wuckie”  stories,  and,  of  course,  more 
chapters  of  “Queen  Zixi  of  Ix,”  attractively  illustrated  in  color.  Charles  H.  Caffin’s 
valuable  series  of  papers  on  “How  to  Study  Pictures”  treats  this  month  of  Jules  Breton’s 
“The  Gleaner”  and  Jean  Francois  Millet’s  “The  Gleaners.”  Joseph  H.  Adams  tells 
“The  Practical  Boy”  all  about  the  making  of  bird-boxes,  rabbit-hutches,  and  other  pet 
shelters.  Dr.  E.  E.  Walker’s  “First  Aid  to  the  Injured”  articles  deal  with  sunstroke. 
Two  interesting  articles  of  out-door  interest  are  William  Lovell  Finley’s  “Warbler 
Ways”  and  James  C.  Beard’s  “Bees  as  Despatch-bearers.”  Among  the  illustrations  is 
to  be  noticed  this  month  a  full-page  colored  reproduction  of  “On  the  Hillside,”  drawn 
by  Bessie  Collins  Pease.  Two  pages  are  devoted  to  illustrating  scenes  from  the  great 
wheat-fields  of  California. 
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General  Review 

There  is  a  lesson  for  producers  of  coal  in  connection  with  the 
situation  as  to  the  New  Eiver  and  Pocahontas  product,  in  both  the 
eastern  and  western  markets.  Harmony  prevails  among  the  producing 
companies  in  these  fields,  and  while  this  might  cause  some  comment  on 
the  part  of  the  general  public,  if  it  were  known,  in  times  like  the 
present  when  there  is  an  overproduction  of  coal  it  is  necessary  to 
preserve  the  stability  of  the  industry.  The-  harmony  referred  to  is 
not  in  the  nature  of  a  corporate  combination,  but  is  purely  voluntary 
to  insure  steady  prices  and  restriction  of  output  when  there  is  no 
demand  for  the  coal. 

More  interest  must  naturally  center  in  practical  results  than  in 
the  nature  of  the  combination.  Early-  in  the  year  the  producers  of 
these  coals  named  prices  to  which  they  have  adhered  without  devia¬ 
tion  in  every  important  distributing  market  in  the  country.  These 
prices  were  on  a  reasonable  basis  compared  with  the  cost  of  production. 
That  is  the  reason  why  they  have  been  maintained.  Had  they  been 
too  high  as  compared  with  other  bituminous  products  they  could  not 
have  been  maintained. 

At  present  there  is  a  demand  for  these  coals  because  it  has  been 
announced  that  the  price  would  advance  with  the  first  of  September. 
Dealers  realizing  how  well  they  were  maintained  know  that  the  an¬ 
nouncement  of  the  prospective  advance  will  result  in  prices  going 
higher  at  the  time  stated.  Consequently  they  are  taking  in  coal  to 
the  extent  of  their  storage  room  in  order  to  save  the  amount  of  the 
advance  and  make  it  as  additional  profit  on  these  coals  when  sold 
next  winter,  which  is  good  business  ethics.  In  the  eastern  coastwise 
trade  the  demand  is  active,  while  in  the  west,  in  the  all-rail  trade, 
many  of  the  shipping  agents  are  largely  oversold  and  will  not  be  in 
a  position  to  take  on  new  business  until  later  in  the  year. 

These  conditions,  in  view  of  the  demoralization  and  low  prices 
which  prevail  on  other  descriptions  of  bituminous  coal,  are  noteworthy 
at  this  time  and  should  be  an  inducement  to  bituminous  operators 
everywhere  to  give  the  subject  much  study.  In  them  will  be  found  a 
solution  to  many  of  the  problems  existing  at  present  in  connection 
with  the  coal  industry. 

It  is  not  always  possible  for  coal  operators  in  a  field  producing 
the  same  description  of  coal  to  act  in  harmony.  There  are  too  many 
local  jealousies  which  form  a  barrier  to  the  accomplishment  of  this 
purpose.  Possibly  there  were  the  same  local  jealousies  in  the  New 
Eiver  field  two  or  three  years  ago.  It  is  certain  that  the  producers  in 
that  district  consist  largely  of  individual  companies  owning  one  or 
two  mines,  although  much  of  the  product  is  sold  through  a  central 
selling  company.  Local  jealousies  have  been  eliminated  under  these 
conditions  and  individual  operators  have  been  found  willing  to  re¬ 
linquish  their  rights,  for  the  common  good.  Furthermore  by  adopt¬ 
ing  this  policy  they  have  profited  by  it  more  than  many  of  them 
realize.  Considerable  bituminous  coal  was  sold  in  western  markets 
during  the  past  week  on  the  basis  of  eighty  cents  a  ton  for  run-of-mine, 
while  smokeless  coal  has  held  steady  at  $1.00  per  ton,  although  on 
the  basis  of  comparative  cost  of  production  the  latter  was  mined 
cheaper,  due  to  local  conditions.  This  is  where  the  profit  has  come  in 
to  the  New  Eiver  producers. 

Problem  In  the  Western  Plelds. 

The  overproduction  in  the  western  fields  makes  it  necessary  that 
steps  be  taken  in  some  way  to  prevent  the  continuance  of  a  surplus  of 
coal  in  the  principal  markets  and  the  low  prices  which  have  pre¬ 
vailed  for  a  number  of  months.  July  and  August  have  represented 
large  losses  to  the  producing  interests  and  steps  should  be  taken  to 
prevent  a  continuance  of  these  conditions  during  the  fall  and  winter, 
when  a  profit  should  be  made,  if  at  any  time. 

In  the  general  bituminous  trade  of  the  east  the  market  generally 
outside  of  smokeless  and  high  grade  coals  is  dull  and  without  par¬ 
ticular  feature.  Poorer  grades  of  coal  are  being  neglected  in  order 
that  storage  facilities  may  be  filled  up  with  the  high  grade  coals 
before  higher  prices  become  effective.  In  a  way  the  eastern  trade  is 


of  .tKe  Markets. 

spotted.  At  some  points  tliere  is  an  active  demand  for  coal,  but  in 
the  larger  markets  like  New  York  harbor,  Boston,  Philadelphia  and 
Baltimore  demand  is  quiet  and  prices  are  draggy.  Out  of  the  way 
points  and  shoal-water  ports  are  taking'  in  a  large  tonnage,  while 
freight  rates  are  low  and  transportation  is  good.  They  show  the  most 
activity  of  any  of  the  eastern  markets.  At  Buffalo  slack  and  fine 
sizes  of  the  bituminous  product  continue  on  a  strong  basis.  Demand 
for  these  coals  is  largely  from  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  owing  to  the 
lower  duty  on  fine  coals  as  compared  with  lump  and  other  prepared 
sizes,  the  difference  in  duty  amounting  to  about  fifty  cents  a  ton, 
which  is  considered  worth  saving.  The  steam  consumption  in  Buffalo 
is  also  very  large. 

Lake  Movement  Heavy  In  the  West. 

In  the  western  trade  interest  centers  largely  in  the  lake  movc- 
ruent,  which  continues  to  be  of  ample  proportions.  Eeceipts  of 
bituminous  at  Milwaukee  for  the  month  of  July  were  very  heavy, 
and  for  the  year  to  August  first,  were  in  excess  of  the  same  period 
a  year  ago  by  more  than  300,000  tons,  which  is  a  substantial  increase. 
There  is  some  •complaint  on  the  part  of  shipping  companies  that  so 
many  alterations  and  improvements  are  being  made  to  docks  that  the 
full  tonnage  which  can  bo  moved  at  this  time  can  not  be  stored.  De¬ 
lays  have  occurred  in  making  these  improvements,  the  consequence 
being  that  all  the  dock  room  may  not  be  available  till  later  in  the  year 
than  was  expected.  Probably  this  will  crowd  some  of  the  forwarding 
over  until  the  latter  part  of  the  season. 

September  dock  prices  are  also  a  matter  of  some  speculation. 
Last  spring  when  the  opening  dock  prices  were  made  it  was  the  under¬ 
standing  of  the  larger  interests  that  an  advance  would  occur  on  Sep¬ 
tember  first  of  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  on  the  leading  descriptions  of 
coal,  but  so  much  competition  has  developed  from  otlier  sources  that  it 
rnay  be  considered  advisable  not  to  make  all  of  this  advance  at  that 
time,  although  as  a  matter  of  profit  to  dock  companies  it  should 
become  effective,  for  at' present  on  many  grades  of  coal,  after  handling 
and  storage  charges  are  paid,  it  is  impossible  to  make  any  showing. 

In  the  western  all-rail  bituminous  trade  the  situation  is  such 
that  it  calls  for  some  definite  remedy.  During  the  past  fortnight 
markets  have  gone  from  bad  to  worse  at  nearly  every  distributing 
point,  including  Chicago,  St.  Louis  and  Kansas  City,  which  are  cen¬ 
ters  of  the  bituminous  demand.  Coal  has  been  sold  far  below  cost 
and  there  has  been  a  surplus  in  terminal  yards  which  has  been  under 
car  service.  While  domestic  demand  is  increasing  it  is  not  of  sucli 
proportions  yet  that  the  western  production  can  be  absorbed.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  there  will  be  a  gradual  improvement  with  the  advancement 
of  the  season,  and  doubtless  there  will  be. 

Dullness  pervades  all  branches  of  the  anthracite  trade.  In  the 
eastern  states  it  is  reported  that  storage  room  in  retailers’  yards  and 
with  summer  buyers  among  consumers  has  been  filled  uj).  Until  tliere 
is  more  activity  in  the  demand  from  consumers  it  is  not  expected 
there  will  be  any  considerable  improvement  in  the  situation,  although 
the  latter  part  of  the  montli  retailers  may  absorb  a  little  more  coal 
to  take  advantage  of  the  ten  cent  discount  from  the  circular  basis. 
Production  at  the  collieries  is  being  considerably  restricted  this 
month  owing  to  the  slack  demand. 

The  western  market  for  anthracite  is  in  bad  shape  owing  to  the 
fact  that  private  producers  of  coal  in  the  east  do  not  have  an  outlet 
for  their  tonnage  and  are  forwarding  it  to  Chicago  and  other  points 
all-rail  in  the  hope  that  it  may  be  disposed  of.  There  are  more  va¬ 
rieties  of  anthracite  in  the  Chicago  market  than  there  have  been  for 
some  time,  and  prices  are  as  numerous  on  the  private  product  as  the 
varieties  of  coal.  It  is  useless,  however,  to  ship  to  the  Chicago  mar¬ 
ket  in  its  present  condition.  Private  producers  of  anthracite  who  do 
so  will  discover  in  the  end  that  there  is  a  birge  car  service  bill  to  pay 
and  that  the  coal  will  bring  next  to  nothing,  particularly  if  it  is  off 
in  both  color  and  grade.  There  is  no  demand  for  any  kind  of  anthra¬ 
cite  locally. 
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Office  of  '1'iie  Black  Diamond, 
Chicago,  III..  August  11. 

In  connection  with  western  coal  markets  this 
week  there  are  many  had  features  and  some  good 
ones.  In  order  that  the  good  may  he  saved  till 
the  last,  the  had  features  will  be  referred  to  first. 
Outside  of  the  leading  centers  of  population  such 
as  Chicago,  St.  Louis  and  other  large  c  ties  there 
has  been  a  slight  improvement  in  the  demand, 
and  evidently  in  some  instances  dealers  and  large 
consumers  are  stocking  a  small  tonnage  of  coal, 
anticipating  that  railroad  transportation  may  he 
delayed  thirty  days  later,  and  also  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  present  prices.  In  the  larger  cities,  how¬ 
ever,  conditions  have  gone  from  had  to  worse 
until  prices  are  now  badly  demoralized  and  a 
large  part  of  the  tonnage  is  being  sold  at  a  loss 
as  compared  with  the  actual  cost  of  production. 

An  expression  used  by  an  Ohio  operator  re¬ 
cently,  which  was:  “1  am  sustaining  a  loss  on 
every  ton  of  coal  which  I  produce,  and  the  only 
profit  I  am  making  is  on  the  powder  which  I  sell 
to  the  miners,  which  is  not  very  much,”  thor¬ 
oughly  characterizes  the  produc'iig  end  of  the 
business  in  almost  every  western  state.  Coal  has 
sold  at  Chicago  at  ruinously  low  prices  dunng 
the  week.  Last  week  it  was  thought  the  limit 
had  been  reached  in  this  respect,  but  the  present 
week  demoralization  of  prices  is  even  greater  than 
it  was  then.  Apparently  there  is  no  bottom  to 
the  present  market,  and  August  will  break  all 
previous  records  in  the  low  point  as  to  prices. 

Heal  Cause  of  the  Demoralization. 

The  situation  is  not  a  complex  one.  Efforts 
may  be  made  to  ascribe  it  to  this  or  that  cause, 
but  there  is  only  one  real  cause,  and  that  is 
overproduction.  Coal  operators  in  the  west  must 
face  that  problem,  and  the  only  way  they  can 
solve  it  is  by  adopting  some  method  by  which 
they  can  restrict  the  output  of  coal  during  July 
and  August  to  such  a  tonnage  as  will  meet  re- 
ciuirements  only.  When  they  have  eliminated 
petty  jealousies  and  can  agree  upon  a  restrictive 
policy,  there  will  be  more  stability  and  at  least 
they  can  swap  dollars.  Now  they  can  not  always 
do  the  latter.  Many  cars  of  coal  have  been  sold 
in  the  Chicago  market  the  past  fortnight  at  prices 
below  the  cost  of  production — in  other  words, 
producers  have  given  away  money  on  the  coal 
they  have  sold. 

Western  mining  conditions  are  such  that  de- 
moralized  markets  in  August  of  each  year  are 
almost  assured.  The  demand  for  screenings  and 
fine  coal  increases  on  account  of  the  starting  up 
of  factories  and  manufacturing  institutions,  with 
the  result  that  more  lump  coal  is  produced  than 
can  be  absorbed,  and  the  price  is  demoralized  on 
the  latter  very  rapidly.  This  is  true  of  the  branch 
of  the  industry  where  production  is  largely  con¬ 
fined  to  steam  contracts.  On  the  other  hand 
operators  anticipate  that  there  may  be  some  stock¬ 
ing  of  bituminous  coal,  and  producers  of  domestic 
coal  start  their  operations  on  full  time  without 
an  outlet  for  their  product.  They  have  no  con¬ 
tracts  on  screenings,  with  the  result  that  the  mar¬ 
ket  is  overcrowded  on  the  latter  from  these  do¬ 
mestic  mines.  While  these  two  statements  seem 
to  be  paradoxical,  as  a  matter  of  fact  they  rep¬ 
resent  actual  conditions.  If  the  lump  coal  from 
steam  mines  could  be  applied  on  domestic  busi¬ 
ness  and  the  producers  of  domestic  bituminous 
coals  had  contracts  for  their  screenings  the  sit¬ 
uation  would  not  be  quite  as  bad  as  it  is,  but 
these  two  branches  of  the  industry  do  not  always 
work  in  harmony  where  it  is  possible  and  where 
it  is  impossible  of  course  they  can  not. 

Complex  as  the  situation  seems  to  be,  there  is 
only  one  outcome,  and  that  is  spelled  in  the  word 
demoralization,  which  can  be  applied  practically 
to  every  grade  of  bituminous  coal  mined  in  the 
west. 

Smaller  Dealers  Are  Stocking  Coal. 

The  good  feature  of  the  sTuation  consists  in 
the  fact  that  dealers  in  Wisconsin,  Iowa  and 
Illinois  are  evidently  taking  in  some  coal  for 
stocking  purposes,  where  equitable  fre  ght  rates 
apply.  From  a  high  official  of  one  of  the  leading 
Illinois-Iowa  lines  The  Black  Diamond  learns 
that  the  volume  of  coal  tonnage  handled  in  Au¬ 
gust  and  the  latter  part  of  July  was  in  excess  of 


the  same  iK-riod  a  year  ago.  While  industries  re- 
(juiring  coal  are  using  a  larger  tonnage  than  the 
did  at  that  time,  it  is  the  assumption  of  this  rail 
road  official  that  more  coal  is  now  being  stocke 
by  dealers.  This  assumption  can  be  explains 
when  it  is  known  that  the  tonnage  stocked  thi 
early  part  of  the  season  was  almost  nil,  and  tha  ^ 
dealers  who  expect  any  business  on  bituminous  ii  ■■ 
September  have  been  forced  to  replenish  theiiW 
stores  recently,  in  order  to  have  even  a  smabB^ 
amount  of  coal  on  hand.  If  . stocking  is  a  feature W 
of  the  situation  in  the  three  states  named  it  willjp 
not  be  long  until  it  will  be  a  feature  in  all  tne^ 
territory  tributary  to  Chicago,  and  soine  of  the^ 
surplus  coal  which  is  glutting  the  Chicago  andy, 
St.  Louis  markets  may  find  an  outlet.  L 

Western  Anthracite  Trade  In  Had  Shape, 

The  anthracite  trade  in  the  west— particularly  . 
in  Chicago — was  never  worse  than  it  is  this  week. 
Independent  jobbers  selling  standard  anthracite 
from  “private”  collieries  are  offering  it  at  prices 
at  cost  to  them  or  below.  In  addition  to  this 
feature  all  the  ragtails  and  bobtails  of  the  region 
are  being  shipped  on  to  Chicago  as  a  dumping 
ground,  where  they  are  being  sold  at  figures 
which  are  attractive  to  dealers  to  the  extent  that 
a  trial  order  may  be  placed  in  some  instances. 

Of  course,  when  the  coal  arrives  at  the  dealers’ 
yard  and  it  is  found  to  be  dull  and  poorly  pre¬ 
pared,  or  there  are  other  objections  to  it,  prob¬ 
ably  that  will  end  it  so  far  as  he  is  concerned. 
But  at  present  when  demand  for  anthracite  at 
wholesale  is  very  quiet  and  the  volume  of  tonnage 
moving  is  restricted,  the  dumping  of  “off”  coal 
in  the  Chicago  market  almost  constitutes  a  ca¬ 
lamity.  Some  of  the  anthracite  which  is  being 
offered  way  below  the  circular  basis  is  arriving 
at  destination  with  the  freight  prepaid.  This  is 
taken  as  an  indication  by  shrewd  retailers  that 
it  was  refused  at  other  points,  and  then  shipped 
on  to  Chicago,  in  the  hope  that  a  disposition  might 
be  found  for  it.  Quite  naturally  such  coal  will  be 
treated  with  more  or  less  suspicion. 

On  standard  “private”  coal  handled  by  jobbers 
where  car  service  has  accrued  wholesale  prices 
have  been  named  at  fifteen  to  twenty-five  cents 
below  the  circular  basis  in  some  instances.  As 
the  average  profit  on  such  coals  by  jobbing  com¬ 
panies  is  rarely  over  twenty-three  cents  a  ton, 
these  prices  represent  an  actual  loss  to  them  which 
is  increased  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  the 
car  service  they  must  pay.  It  is  probable  that 
there  is  more  independent  anthracite  in  the  Chi¬ 
cago  market  this  week  than  there  has  been  before 
at  any  one  time. 

In  the  regular  channels  of  anthracite  demand 
there  are  no  leading  features.  Some  orders  are 
reported  by  the  selling  agencies,  but  they  have 
been  restr.cted  to  one  and  two  carlots,  which 
apparently  are  moving  to  the  smaller  country 
dealers  to  insure  a  supply  with  the  opening  of 
the  season  in  September.  Some  few  orders  of 
fair  proportions  are  also  reported  from  larger 
consumers  who  buy  in  carlots,  but  the  total  of 
business  is  very  light  and  sales  agencies  are  not 
even  kept  busy. 

One  Bright  Spot  In  Bituminous  Trade. 

In  the  bituminous  trade,  the  one  bright  spot, 
the  oasis  amidst  all  the  demoralization  is  the 
market  on  standard  Pocahontas  and  New  River 
from  West  Virginia.  Whether  this  is  luck  or 
good  business  management  is  not  the  province 
of  a  trade  paper  to  say,  but  judging  from  exter¬ 
nal  conditions  it  is  largely  good  business  manage¬ 
ment,  for  there  was  never  more  complete  har¬ 
mony  among  any  set  of  producers  than  among 
those  in  the  two  fields  mentioned. 

Pocahontas  lump  and  egg  is  difficult  to  obtain 
at  the  circular  price  of  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine. 
All  the  producing  companies  claim  to  be  sold  up 
and  instances  are  noted  where  orders  for  .\ugust 
delivery  have  been  refused  for  this  reason.  Where 
producing  companies  have  a  few  cars  of  this  coal 
to  dispose  of  they  are  obtaining  as  high  as  the 
September  circular  of  $1.85  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  m  . 
some  instances.  New  River  coal  occupies  much 
the  same  position.  In  all  probability  a  consid¬ 
erable  tonnage  of  lump  and  egg  around  the  cir¬ 
cular  might  be  obtained  if  it  were  needed  badly, 
but  on  small  lot  movement  most  of  the  shipping 


I  •gents  are  obtaining  a  slight  premium.  None  of 
j  hese  standard  grades  in  the  prepared  sizes  is 
il lowed  to  go  begging,  and  there  is  no  surplus 
Tvailable  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere  so  far  as  can 
be  learned.  'I'he  movement  of  standard  grades 
of  run-of-mine  is  on  the  full  circular  bas's  and 
is  steady  in  volume,  absorbing  all  the  tonnage 
that  can  be  shipped  to  the  west.  Quotations  are 
on  the  has  s  of  $1  .(>0(q.  1 ,  fO  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or 
$:i.()5fq,<1.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  After  Septernber 
first  the  minimum  will  be  $1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mines, 
with  some  of  the  companies  who  have  sold  their 
output  in  advance  demanding  a  premium  over 
these  figures. 

There  have  been  no  changes  of  importance  in 
the  market  on  West  Virginia  splint.  The  mini¬ 
mum  price  on  standard  grades  seems  to  be  aliout 
$:!.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  in  open  cars  or  $1.10  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines.  A  considerable  tonnage  is  said  to  be 
available  at  these  figures.  To  the  trade  the  sell¬ 
ing  price  is  $:!.15(«,  11.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  or  $1.25 
(al.il5  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  according  to  quality.  Two 
and  three  inch  lump,  where  the  preparation  is  ex¬ 
cellent,  is  bringing  the  maximum  price.  Wini- 
frede  splint  rules  steady  at  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines  loaded  in  box  cars  or  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  the 
cars  at  Chicago. 

Tlie  Hltuatlon  As  To  Fairmont  Coal. 

Some  of  the  larger  producers  of  Fairmont  hav¬ 
ing  accepted  business  east  and  at  tide  are  stiffen¬ 
ing  up  their  prices  on  three-quarter  coal,  al¬ 
though  a  considerable  tonnage  drawing  car  serv¬ 
ice  can  be  obtained  in  Chicago  at  low  prices. 
This  latter  coal  is  offered  on  the  basis  of  75@85c 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.65@2.75  f.  o.  b.  Ch’cago. 
Other  interests  are  demanding  85c@$1.00  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  pr  $2.75@2.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  this  latter 
figure  being  quite  generally  obtained  at  points 
outside  of  the  city  in  movement  to  the  country. 

Youghiogheny  gas  coal  shows  little  deviation 
from  the  quotations  last  week,  which  were  on 
the  bas-s  of  95c@$1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  three- 
quarter,  which  was  up  against  car  service  charges, 
and  $1.00@1.10  f.  o.  b.  tlic  mine  for  three-quarter 
coal  to  be  shipped.  The  latter  quotations  make 
the  Chicago  market  $2.90@3.00  for  this  product. 
Movement  is  largely  confined  to  contracts  with 
consuming  companies  and  there  is  very  little  de¬ 
mand  for  the  product  on  the  spot. 

In  Hocking  the  situation  presents  many  com- 
plexit  es.  The  leading  producers  of  standard 
coal  claim  to  be  able  to  obtain  $1.25@1.35  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $2.9()@3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  this 
product,  but  there  is  much  Hocking  that  is  sold 
below  these  figures.  The  minimum  price  re¬ 
ported  in  the  Chicago  market  this  week  was  $1.00 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.65  f.  o.  b.  this  city,  while 
it  is  claimed  that  there  has  been  much  trading  at 
$2.75@2.85  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Demoralization  Prevails  In  tVestern  Coals. 

In  western  coals  the  situation  as  to  pr;ces  is 
appalling  on  some  of  the  products,  particularly 
where  sacrifices  have  to  be  made  on  account  of 
a  large  amount  of  car  service  accruing.  The 
range  of  prices  is  the  widest  ever  known  on  the 
leading  descriptions  of  the  coal  and  there  is  a 
serious  accumulation  of  surplus  product  in  the 
terminals  of  the  leading  coal  roads  entering  this 
city.  Some  of  the  minimum  figures  named  have 
been  so  low  that  they  emphasize  the  advice  given 
last  week  in  this  column  that  operators  should 
not  ship  tonnage  to  Chicago  until  they  have  a 
disposition  for  it. 

Carterville  six-inch  lump  for  shipment  to  the 
country  is  held  on  the  basis  of  $1.25@1.35  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines.  Carterville  egg  for  shipment  to  points 
outside  of  Chicago  is  held  on  the  basis  of  $1.15 
@1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mines.  Demurrage  coal  in 
Chicago,  where  car  service  has  accrued,  is  being 
offered  much  less  than  these  figures  in  order  to 
move  it.  The  supply  of  egg  seems  to  be  partic¬ 
ularly  long  and  the  market  is  draggy.  Some  of 
this  product  has  been  offered  at  90c@$1.00  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $1.90(^.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  and  in 
individual  cases  prices  even  below  these  figures 
have  been  named.  Lump  is  held  slightly  stronger 
than  these  figures,  but  the  market  is  badly  demor¬ 
alized  and  there  is  a  surplus  of  this  coal  in  the 
Chicago  terminals. 
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Carterville  three-inch  screenings  have  also  ac¬ 
cumulated  at  Chicago  and  there  are  a  considerable 
number  of  cars  drawing  car  service.  The  average 
asking  price  has  been  50c  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or 
$1.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  although  there  have  been 
sales  reported  below  these  figures  in  order  to 
move  the  product.  The  market  is  glutted  with 
this  coal  at  present  and  operators  will  do  well 
not  to  make  shipments  unless  they  have  final  dis¬ 
position  of  the  product,  as  the  indications  point 
to  the  market  growing  worse  before  it  improves. 

Sltaatlon  in  Indiana  Coals. 

The  situation  in  the  Sullivan  county  product  is 
much  the  same  as  on  Carterville  coal.  In  move¬ 
ment  to  the  trade  outside  of  Chicago  direct  from 
the  mines  lump  is  held  on  the  basis  of  $1.25{^' 
1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or  $2.05@2.15  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago.  In  the  Chicago  trade  demurrage  coal,  is 
quoted  at  95c@1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or  $1.75@ 

1.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  and  one  or  two  instances 
have  occurred  where  the  quotations  were  even 
less.  Inch  and  a  quarter  lump  for  locomotive 
fueling  purposes  and  for  steam  use  is  quoted  in 
the  open  market  on  the  basis  of  95c@$1.25  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines  or  $1.75@2.()0  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Run-of- 
mine  coal  has  weakened  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
the  production  in  this  field  at  this  season  of  the 
year  is  comparatively  light.  Quotations  have  been 
on  the  basis  of  75c@$1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$1.55@1.80  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The  minimum  figures 
noted  have  ruled  where  coal  was  against  car 
service  and  it  was  necessary  to  move  it  immedi¬ 
ately  in  order  to  escape  further  charges  of  this 
character.  Screenings  from  tins  field  rule  weak 


and  are  in  heavy  supply.  Quotations  show  a 
wide  range  for  the  inch  and  a  quarter  product 
at  40@65c  f.  o.  b,  the  mine  or  $1.20@1.45  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Linton  or  Greene  county  coal  is  being 
offered  on  practically  the  same  basis  as  Sullivan 
county.  Egg  from  both  of  these  districts  as  well 
as  from  the  other  fields  seems  to  be  a  drug  on  the 
market,  and  prices  are  quoted  very  low  on  de¬ 
murrage  coal  to  move  it. 

In  Brazil  block  coal  the  situation  remains  prac- 
tTally  unchanged.  Occasionally  prices  are  slightly 
shaded  from  the  circular  to  move  this  product, 
but  the  general  run  of  quotations  i5  steady  and 
mines  are  operating  nearly  up  to  capacity.  Some 
new  orders  for  threshing  purposes  were  reported 
during  the  week,  and  evidently  the  northwest  is 
inclined  to  take  a  large  tonnage  th's  fall. 

Springfield  coal  continues  to  sell  at  almost  any 
price,  the  quotations  showing  such  a  wide  range 
that’  it  is  difficult  to  definitely  define  the  market. 
Some  inch  and  a  half  lump  for  steam  purposes 
has  been  offered  at  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  or  75c 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  during  the  week,  and  has  had  a 
demoralizing  influence.  Until  this  is  cleaned  up 
the  market  on  this  coal  will  be  ragged.  Domestic 
lump  is  quoted  on  the  basis  of  $1.00(a!l.25  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $1.75@2.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Egg  has 
ranged  at  90c@$1.15  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.G5@ 

1.90  f.  o.  b,  Chicago.  Run-of-mine  coal  has  been 
freely  offered,  the  minimum  for  demurrage  coal 
reported  having  been  $1.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  up  to 
$1.60,  for  coal  to  be  shipped  from  the  mine. 
Some  screenings  from  Springfield  have  been  re¬ 
ported  as  low  as  $1.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  up  to 


$1..'{()  where  they  arc  on  railroads  n.;;  producing 
a  large  tonnage  of  coal. 

Screenings  ure  on  a  Weak  llasls. 

Very  little  is  heard  of  Clintoi'  irich  .,nd  a 
quarter  lump  coal,  most  of  this  product  being 
under  contract.  Clinton  run-of-minc  ha-  been 
offered  at  70(^'.).')C  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $;  4U('a 
1.65  f.  o.  1).  Chicago.  The  screenings  from  this 
district  are  also  nearly  all  under  contract  and 
there  is  not  so  much  demoralizatmn  as  on  other 
grades.  Some  poor  grade  screenings  from  other 
fields  have  been  offered  at  $1.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
As  the  supply  is  large  unless  producers  refrain 
from  shipping  fine  coals  to  Chicago  the  market 
will  be  badly  demoralized  in  anotlier  week,  taken 
with  the  present  accumulation. 

The  coke  trade  is  reported  as  dull  and  lagging 
at  the  moment,  although  most  of  the  shipping  com¬ 
panies  anticipated  a  light  demand  at  Chicago  the 
present  month  and  therefore  have  not  accumulated 
any  surplus.  Connellsville  seventy-two  hour  foun¬ 
dry  coke  is  quotetl  on  the  basis  of  $2.25@2.50 
f.  o.  b.  the  ovens  or  $4.9()(g,5.l5  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Southern  coke  continues  to  be  quoted  at  $4.65(^ 

4.90  f.  o.  1).  Chicago,  although  much  of  this  coke 
is  being  diverted  to  the  south  and  the  supi)ly  is 
not  large.  Gas-house  coke  rules  at  $3.50  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago. 

In  the  specialty  list  the  market  is  quiet.  Can- 
nel  coal  from  West  V.rginia  and  Kentucky  is 
quoted  on  the  basis  of  $5.25@5.50  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago.  Demand  for  smithing  coal  is  quiet  with 
quotations  on  the  basis  of  $1.:!5@1.60  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $3,40@.'i.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 


Market  Conditions  and  Trade  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 

CINCINNATI  OFFFICE  OF  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND,  SUITE  1420-1421  UNION  TRUST  BUILDING. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  August  10. 

There  is  no  question  of  what  the  feature  of 
this  market  is  this  week.  The  shortage  of  cars 
is  so  great  that  it  is  already — during  the  second 
week  in  August — seriously  curtaihng  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  coal,  and  causing  an  immense  amount 
of  inconvenience  and  annoyance.  This  state  of 
affairs  is  true  not  only  of  the  New  River  and 
Pocahontas  fields,  the  centers  of  the  greatest  ac¬ 
tivity  in  the  coal  business  of  this  general  dis¬ 
trict,  but  is  equally  true  of  the  Kanawha  dis¬ 
trict.  Shippers  of  smokeless  coal  report  this 
week  that  they  are  actually  falling  behind  in  their 
business,  while  the  Kanawha  people  say  they  are 
not  getting  nearly  enough  cars  to  supply  their 
needs.  The  car  distribution  sheet  of  the  New 
River  district  for  the  past  few  days  tells  the  tale 
of  the  insufficiency  of  the  supply.  It  has  been 
averaging  thirty-five  mines  a  day  where  the  re¬ 
port  has  been  “No  cars”  or  “Late  cars.”  This  is 
almost  like  the  middle  of  winter  when  the  demand 
is  supposed  to  be  greatest.  The  Norfolk  &  West¬ 
ern  has  given  its  patrons  no  better  service  during 
the  past  week  than  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio. 

Aside  from  the  shortage  of  cars,  the  general 
market  remains  in  much  the  same  condition  as  for 
some  time.  There  is  a  constant  and  increasing 
tendency  toward  better  conditions.  The  dealers 
who  have  not  bought  their  coal,  either  smokeless 
or  splint,  will  have  to  pay  more  money  for  it, 
and  if  the  present  state  of  insufficient  transpor¬ 
tation  facilities  is  only  a  taste  of  what  may  be 
fully  expected  later  in  the  season,  dealers  who 
have  not  stocked  up  may  find  themselves  in  dire 
necessity  before  the  winter  season  ends. 

Wliolesale  Prices  Have  Not  Changed. 

Prices  are  practically  unchanged.  The  min¬ 
imum  selling  price  for  the  ordinary  good  grades 
of  Kanawha,  Thacker  and  other  domestic  lump 
coal  is  $1.25  a  ton.  but  most  of  these  producers 
are  now  getting  $1.35  and  a  few  are  getting 
$1.50  a  ton  for  lump  at  the  mines.  New  River 
and  Pocahontas  egg  and  lump  are  practically  out 
of  this  market.  Most  of  the  producing  concerns 
have  sold  ahead  to  the  first  of  September  or  be¬ 
yond,  and  now  that  a  serious  car  shortage  has 
come,  these  orders  will  take  their  product,  or  as 
much  as  they  can  get  cars  for,  far  beyond  the 
first  of  Sept(  mber,  and  it  leaves  them  in  a  state 
of  great  disquietude.  Most  of  the  smokeless 


companies  are  now  quoting  smokeless  lump  and 
egg  at  $2.00  for  future  delivery. 

As  noted  in  The  Black  Diamond  last  week, 
the  arrival  of  a  very  large  quantity  of  river  coal 
has  not  affected  the  river  market,  or  the  general 
market  in  the  least,  except  that  it  has  placed  the 
river  dealers  on  a  perfectly  normal  footing,  as 
it  gives  them  an  ample  stock  of  coal  upon  which 
to  figure  for  business  up  to  the  time  when  navi¬ 
gation  may  be  reasonably  expected  to  open  again. 
Should  there  be  additional  coal  runs  in  the  river 
during  the  remaining  fall  months,  as  there  some¬ 
times  are,  at  long  intervals,  the  amount  of  river 
coal  would  then  result  in  weakness  in  the  gen¬ 
eral  market.  But  that  is  not  expected.  The 
current  price  for  river  lump,  both  Kanawha  and 
Pittsburg,  is  7  cents  a  bushel,  with  a  few  fancy 
grades  selling  at  7^4  cents.  River  nut  and  slack 
range  at  4k2@5k2  cents  a  bushel  afloat  in  barges. 
Rail  coal  men  must  not  forget  to  add  the  cost  of 
elevating  river  coal  when  comparing  the  price 
with  their  own. 

Retail  Business  Is  up  to  Expectations. 

The  local  retail  business  is  all  that  can  be  ex¬ 
pected  of  it  at  this  time  of  year.  Many  heads 
of  families  are  away  on  their  vacations  and  will 
not  give  the  subject  of  coal  any  thought  until 
their  return,  while  many  other  provident  families 
are  now  storing  away  their  next  winter’s  supply. 
The  month  of  July  was  fully  up  to  former  years 
in  retail  tonnage,  and  it  is  expected  that  August, 
1905,  will  show  a  large  increase  over  previous 
years.  It  is  almost  certain  that  all  retail  prices 
will  be  advanced  at  least  twenty-five  cents  a  ton 
September  first. 

The  current  prices  of  lump  coal  delivered  to 
families  is  as  follows :  Pittsburg,  Kanawha, 
Thacker,  Fairmont  and  other  similar  grades,  $3.25 
a  ton;  Pocahontas  and  New  River,  $3.75;  an¬ 
thracite,  $7.25,  and  gas  coke,  9@10  cents  a  bushel. 
Steam  coal  ranges  at  $2.1.5@2.50  for  run-of-mine 
and  $1.75@2.25  for  nut  and  slack. 

Coke  Market  In  Good  Condition. 

The  coke  market  continues  to  be  in  very  good 
condition.  There  has  been  an  excellent  demand 
for  certain  grades  of  furnace  coke  for  immediate 
shipment,  and  in  some  instances  a  premium  of 
thirty  to  forty  cents  a  ton  has  been  obtained. 
There  is  still  a  large  amount  of  buying  both  for 
immediate  use  and  for  future  requirements.  Most 
of  the  buying  for  the  future  has  been  on  a  basis 


of  16^  per  cent  of  the  price  of  pig  iron  in  Bir¬ 
mingham,  which  at  present  is  about  the  same  as 
the  price  for  immediate  sh  pment. 

Prices  at  present  are  as  follows :  Wise  county, 
Va.,  furnace  coke  for  prompt  shipment,  $2.00; 
Wise  county  foundry,  $2.25;  Pocahontas  furnace 
coke  on  contract,  $1.85@2.00;  Pocahontas  foun¬ 
dry,  $2.00@2.25 ;  Connellsville  furnace  coke  on 
contract,  $1.75@2.00,  foundry,  $2.25@2.50.  In¬ 
side  prices  on  Connellsville  coke  are  for  main 
line  ovens,  and  not  strictly  Connellsville.  New 
River  furnace  coke  is  worth  $2.00  and  foundry 
$2.25@2.50.  Reports  are  to  the  effect  that  a 
great  many  ovens  are  being  fired  in  the  New 
River  district  in  order  to  keep  up  with  the  won¬ 
derfully  increasing  demand  the  past  few  weeks. 
As  noted  in  the  foregoing,  some  spot  coke  has 
sold  during  the  week  for  $2.30@2.40. 

News  Notes  and  Personals. 

George  M.  Halm,  formerly  president  of  the 
Marmet-Halm  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  is  spending  his 
vacation  with  his  family  at  White  Sulphur 
Springs. 

Andrew  Hickenlooper,  formerly  connected  with 
one  of  the  local  coal  companies,  has  gone  to 
New  York  in  his  big  automobile.  He  will  be 
gone  several  weeks. 

T.  R.  Morgan,  general  southern  agent  of  the 
Kentucky  Block  Cannel  Coal  Co.,  and  general 
manager  of  the  Pocahontas  company  of  this  city, 
left  Monday  on  a  business  trip  to  New  York. 

Joseph  H.  Briscoe,  assistant  western  manager 
of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
has  gone  to  the  Pacific  coast  on  a  business  and 
pleasure  trip.  He  expects  to  be  absent  three 
weeks. 

T.  F.  Farrell,  traffic  manager  and  general 
western  sales  agent  of  the  New  RA-er  Consoli¬ 
dated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  is  making  the  swing  of 
the  circle  of  the  principal  cities  on  the  lakes, 
starting  in  wdth  Cleveland. 

C.  D.  Mart'll,  manager  for  George  M.  Halm 
&  Co.,  returned  Tuesday  from  Cleveland,  where 
he  succeeded  in  closing  up  a  very  desirable  piece 
of  business.  He  made  a  good  sale  of  a  large 
(|uantity  of  Kanawha  steam  coal. 

Joseph  W.  'I'liohy.  traffic  manager  for  the  Mar- 
met- Hahn  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  is  spending  his  va¬ 
cation  at  Fort  Hampton,  Ontario.  riiere  is  not 
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a  coal  man  in  Cincinnati  who  has  more  friends 
than  Mr.  Tuohy,  and  they  remember  him -when 
they  wish  to  buy  coal. 

George  P.  Johnson,  superintendent  of  the  west¬ 
ern  division  of  the  Norfolk  &  Western  railroad, 
with  headquarters  at  Portsmouth,  spent  several 
days  last  week  in  Cincinnati.  Mr.  Johnson  is 
well  known  and  highly  respected  by  most  of  the 
coal  shippers  on  this  road. 

J.  C.  Wheeler,  general  sales  agent  for  the 
New  River  Coal  Sales  Co.,  one  of  the  largest 
distributing  concerns  of  this  city,  has  gone  with 
his  wife  to  White  Sulphur  Springs  on  his  vaca¬ 
tion.  Mr.  Wheeler  remarked  before  leaving  that 
he  is  well  sold  up  on  New  River  coal. 

Harry  R.  Mather,  the  genial  and  popular  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Cincinnati  office  of  Castner,  Curran 
&  Bullitt,  is  spending  a  short  vacation  at  At¬ 
lantic  City.  Mr.  Mather  has  his  business  in  fine 
shape,  and  besides,  he  leaves  it  in  charge  of  J. 
R.  Miller,  his  very  competent  assistant,  so  he 
can  remain  away  a  reasonable  time  and  know  that 
it  is  being  well  taken  care  of  in  his  absence. 
Both  gentlemen  are  quite  popular  in  the  coal 
trade  here. 

L.  M.  Van  Hart,  for  many  years  connected  with 
the  coal  interests  of  Cincinnati,  and  for  a  number 
of  years  a  general  all  round  man  for  C.  G.  Blake 
&  Co.,  has  moved  to  Connersville,  Ind.,  where 
he  has  bought  a  large  tract  of  ground  and  estab¬ 
lished  a  big  coal  yard.  He  will  hereafter  devote 
all  his  time  to  pushing  his  own  business.  His 
yard  is  located  directly  on  the  Big  Four  railroad, 
and  is  said  to  be  very  advantageously  situated. 
His  friends  here  wish  him  much  success. 

Capt.  Fred  Hartweg,  formerly  president  of  the 
Huntington  &  St.  Louis  Towboat  Co.,  a  river 
concern  that  handled  a  great  deal  of  coal,  but  who 
has  been  out  of  business  since  he  sold  his  in¬ 
terests  to  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  has  occupied  his  time  for  two 
months  or  more  building  a  large  steam  coal 
shovel  or  “digger.”  It  is  said  that  Captain 
Hartweg  will  find  use  for  the  big  craft  at  Cairo 
or  some  other  point  down  the  river.  The  digger 
is  a  very  large  and  fine  one,  and  it  is  estimated 
will  cost  $15,000  or  more. 

One  of  the  reasons  given  for  the  shortage  of 
cars  on  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad  this  week 
is  that  the  road  is  doing  such  an  extensive  passen¬ 
ger  business  at  present  that  it  is  using  freight 
locomotives  for  passenger  service,  which,  of 
course,  immediately  cuts  down  the  number  of 
available  engine.s  for  freight  service  and  leaves 
the  road  without  enough  motive  power  to  move 
its  coal.  Another  reason  for  the  shortage  of 
cars  is  that  a  great  many  are  still  tied  up  in  the 
lake  trade,  and  this  is  likely  to  get  worse  rather 
than  better  during  the  next  two  months. 

The  following  story  is  being  told  on  William 
Clauss,  president  of  the  Cincinnati  Gas  Coke 
Coal  &  Mining  Co.  On  a  recent  river  outing  of 
the  Coal  Team  Owners’  Association,  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  a  supper  at  Coney  Island  for  the  crowd 
present  came  up,  and  two  gentlemen  of  the  party, 
apparently  very  generous  and  somewhat  sporty, 
made  the  proposition  to  Mr.  Clauss  that  the  three 
match  coins  to  see  who  of  the  three  should  pay 
for  it.  Mr.  Clauss  accepted,  it  being  argeed  that 
the  odd  man  must  pay,  and  on  the  first  show 
down  he  was  the  odd  man.  He  was  game,  how¬ 
ever,  and  invited  the  entire  party  to  the  club¬ 
house.  When  the  check  was  presented  for  pay¬ 
ment,  it  took  the  greater  part  of  two  twenty  dol¬ 
lar  bills.  He  is  a  little  wary  of  matching  coins 
now,  however,  when  there  are  three  in  the  party. 

There  was  considerable  discussion  here  during 
the  week  of  a  communication  sent  by  Governor 
Herrick  to  Attorney  General  Ellis,  in  which  the 
governor  expresses  his  desire  to  follow  the  rec¬ 
ommendation  recently  made  by  State  Mine  In¬ 
spector  Harrison  for  a  revision  of  laws  govern¬ 
ing  mining  and  the  enactment  of  new  ones.  The 
governor  states  that  since  the  enactment  of  the 
existing  laws  conditions  have  changed,  so  that 
a  revision  is  very  necessary.  He  points  out  that 
at  present  sixty-seven  per  cent  of  the  total  coal 
mined  in  the  state  is  by  electricity  and  compressed 
air,  and  the  present  act  contains  no  provisions 
whatever  which  apply  to  the  dangers  of  electric 
wires  and  hauling  motors  operated  by  similar 
agencies.  The  state  mine  inspector  recommended 
that  a  commission  be  selected  for  this  revision. 


Attorney  General  Ellis,  after  receiving  the  letter, 
liad  a  long  consultation  with  the  chief  executive, 
after  which  he  stated  that  the  work  would  be 
taken  up  immediately. 

Bids  were  opened  a  few  days  ago  for  supply¬ 
ing  the  various  city  buildings  with  coal  during 
the  coming  year.  The  buildings  to  be  supplied 
are  the  city  hospital,  city  hall,  house  of  refuge, 
work  house  and  infirmary.  Each  building  is  re¬ 
garded  as  a  separate  concern,  and  many  com¬ 
putations  are  necessary  before  the  contracts  can 
l)e  let.  Nearly  all  the  large  concerns  of  the  city 
bid  on  most  of  the  buildings,  and  the  bids  were 
a  maze  of  figures.  Although  it  has  not  been 
given  out  officially,  it  is  reported  that  the  Marmot 
Coal  Co.  will  be  given  the  contract  to  supply  the 
city  hall  with  Youghiogheny  nut  and  slack  at 
$1.03  a  ton,  which  is  five  cents  a  ton  higher  than 
another  company  bid  on  Kanawha  nut  and  slack. 
The  city  hall  requires  about  3,000  tons  a  year. 
Some  of  the  other  buildings  require  considerably 
more  coal. 

Pittsburg  Operations. 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,  August  10. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — With  a  market  that  is  pervaded  by 
a  decided  dullness  operators  and  consumers  are 
busily  engaged  in  trying  to  figure  out  what  there 
is  in  the  press  reports  of  a  general  strike  by  the 
United  Mine  Workers.  According  to  the  rumors 
that  have  been  prevalent  here  for  some  time. 
President  John  Mitchell  threatened  to  call  a 
general  strike  of  bituminous  as  well  as  anthra¬ 
cite  miners.  The  author  of  the  report  failed  to 
assign  any  reason  for  the  strike,  but  it  continued 
to  spread  until  the  excuse  was  given  that  the 
operators  threatened  to  break  the  two-year  agree¬ 
ment,  and  this  would  lead  to  trouble. 

An  investigation  of  conditions  by  the  represen¬ 
tative  of  The  Black  Diamond  develops  the  fact 
that  President  John  Mitchell  did  not  threaten 
to  order  a  general  strike  through  the  national 
executive  board  for  the  simple  and  plain  reason 
that  the  operators  are  not  trying  to  violate  the 
two-year  contract.  While  the  industry  is  prac¬ 
tically  stagnant  at  present  and  the  leading  inter¬ 
ests  would  like  lower  mining  rates,  they  are  mak¬ 
ing  no  efforts  whatever  to  induce  the  miners  to 
accept  a  reduction,  or  make  any  concessions  in 
manner,  shape  or  form.  That  keen  competition 
prevails  between  local  and  Illinois  operators  in 
the  northwest  is  generally  known  and  accepted 
as  true,  but  the  Illinois  operators  are  parties  to 
the  interstate  agreement  and  have  no  material 
advantage  over  Pittsburg  producers  so  far  as  the 
cost  of  mining  is  concerned. 

Mucli  Organization  tVorli  Being  Done. 

A  confirmation  was  obtained  today  to  the  re¬ 
port  that  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America 
are  strengthening  their  position  in  this  field. 
Over  a  score  of  organizers  have  been  at  work 
converting  the  miners  to  unionism  and  forming 
new  locals.  They  are  not  preparing  for  a  strike, 
but  are  reinforcing  their  army  so  as  to  be  able 
to  make  better  demands  when  the  scale  expires 
next  April. 

What  little  activity  prevails  in  the  local  bitu¬ 
minous  trade  is  due  to  the  shipments  to  the  lakes. 
The  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  as  well  as  the  inde¬ 
pendent  shippers,  are  sending  hundreds  of  cars 
daily  to  the  lake  ports.  There  are  some  com¬ 
plaints  about  the  shortage  of  cars,  but  as  a  whole 
the  transportation  facilities  are  more  adequate 
than  they  have  been  for  many  months. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  prices  for 
run-of-mine  and  the  product  is  being  quoted  at 
80@90c  a  ton.  From  Connellsville  encouraging 
reports  are  emanating  concerning  the  coke  indus¬ 
try.  Despite  the  oppressive  heat  the  H.  C. 
P'rick  Coke  Co.,  a  subsidiary  concern  of  the 
United  States  Steel  Corporation,  is  operating 
nearly  four-fifths  of  its  ovens  and  contemplates 
resuming  work  at  a  number  of  idle  plants. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Frick  company  is  not 
in  the  open  market,  but  is  transferring  the  bulk 
of  its  output  to  other  underlying  concerns  of 
the  steel  corporation. 

Reports  were  received  during  the  week  that 
the  fleets  sent  south  on  the  recent  rise  have 
reached  Louisville  and  Cincinnati  in  safety.  The 
rivers  kept  up  the  barge  stage  in  a  very  satis¬ 
factory  manner  and  no  accidents  were  reported. 


As  expected,  the  fleets  were  not  started  for  New 
Orleans  owing  to  the  “yellow  fever”  scourge, 
but  the  fuel  was  disposed  of  at  the  Kentucky 
and  Ohio  ports. 

V 

The  Missouri  River  Trade. 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Aug.  10. — {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Coal  dealers  in  Kansas  City  and 
the  southwest  are  complaining  of  the  rapid  in¬ 
crease  in  bituminous  coal  tonnage,  the  light 
demand  and  the  low  prices.  The  condition  has 
almost  reached  a  state  of  congestion  and  there 
is  no  relief  in  prospect  before  cold  weather.  The 
general  manager  of  one  of  the  big  southwestern 
coal  companies  in  speaking  of  the  condition  of 
the  market  this  week  said : 

“Except  for  transportation  purposes  the  de¬ 
mand  for  coal  in  this  market  is  weaker  than  it 
has  been  for  some  time  and  prices  are  lower 
than  they  have  been  for  years.  There  is  little 
profit  in  the  wholesale  trade,  either  for  dealers 
or  operators  and  the  cut  in  retail  prices  to  stim¬ 
ulate  a  summer  domestic  trade  has  not  yielded 
the  business  that  was  expected. 

“The  tonnage  has  shown  a  steady  increase  this 
summer  until  it  amounts  to  a  congestion.  Th’s 
is  due  to  the  eagerness  of  many  mine  owners  to 
develop  their  properties.  More  mines  are  now 
working  full  time  than  ever  before  in  the  history 
of  the  industry  for  this  season  of  the  year. 

Some  Car  Service  Coal  Ueported. 

“I  understand  that  jobbers  handling  private 
coal  in  the  market  have  accumulated  tonnage 
which  is  drawing  car  service,  and  as  a  conse¬ 
quence  prices  are  being  sacrificed  in  order  to 
move  it.  The  general  range  of  prices  is  about 
fifteen  to  twenty  cents  a  ton  below  the  normal 
prices  at  this  period  of  the  year.  Coal  is  not 
a  very  staple  article  with  the  thermometer  reg¬ 
istering  near  the  100  point,  but  just  as  soon  as 
winter  pinches  the  ears  of  consumers  trade  will 
be  brisker  and  there  will  be  a  slump  in  the 
surplus  stocks  and  a  corresponding  advance  in 
prices. 

“In  Missouri,  Kansas  and  Arkansas,  from  which 
states  Kansas  City  gets  its  main  supply  of  coal, 
cars  for  the  movement  from  the  mines  seem  to  be 
plentiful ;  in  fact,  if  there  was  a  shortage,  it 
would  be  to  the  advantage  of  everyone  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  amount  in  which  it  restricted  the 
volume  of  available  tonnage.  There  continue  to 
be  expectations,  however,  that  car  equipment 
will  be  short  during  the  fall  and  early  winter, 
in  view  of  the  prospective  heavy  crop  move¬ 
ment,  and  dealers  who  can  guard  against  this 
by  taking  in  coal  now,  while  car  supply  is  plen¬ 
tiful  and  prices  low,  will  profit  later.” 

The  Missouri  Pacific  railroad,  which  controls 
the  Western  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  and  is  in  the 
southwestern  combine  to  absorb  all  of  the  small 
operators,  has  made  a  move  in  Kansas  City. 
Kas.,  to  increase  its  tonnage  and  to  tighten  its 
grip  on  the  coal  trade.  In  the  past  the  Missouri 
Pacific  has  charged  $5.00  to  switch  a  car  of  coal 
brought  to  Kansas  City,  Kas.,  by  any  other 
railroad.  It  has  now  served  notice  on  shippers 
that  it  will  not  accept  or  switch  to  points  on  its 
line  in  that  'city  any  shipments  of  coal,  lumber 
or  lime  brought  to  this  market  by  any  other 
railroad.  This  has  caused  consig^iees  to  make 
long  hauls  in  wagons.  The  case  is  to  be  brought 
before  the  interstate  commerce  commission  by 
a  petition  of  the  shippers  for  relief.  An  official 
of  the  Missouri  Pacific  railroad  frankly  admit¬ 
ted  that  the  boycott  on  foreign  cars  was  a 
move  to  compel  shippers  to  buy  coal  and  other 
products  along  the  line  of  the  Missouri  Pacific. 
It  wants  the  freight  rate  charge  on  the  entire 
haul  as  well  as  a  profit  on  the  coal. 

Devlin  llecelyers  Reduce  Kxpenses. 

The  receivers  of  the  Devlin  mines  and  other 
properties  are  reducing  e.xpenses  wherever  pos¬ 
sible.  They  have  cut  down  the  annual  expenses 
$250,000  already.  They  have  ceased  to  operate 
the  railroad  connecting  the  Mount  Carmel  mines 
with  the  Santa  Fe  and  have  stopped  work  on  a 
railroad  being  built  by  Devlin  in  Illinois.  Before 
reducing  expenses  the  receivers  visited  the  coal 
mines  and  spent  weeks  in  studying  the  prop¬ 
erties. 

The  domestic  coal  trade  of  Kansas  City,  Kas., 
will  be  many  thousands  of  tons  short  this  win¬ 
ter.  Natural  gas  will  be  turned  on  in  part  of 
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the  city  this  week  and  the  entire  town  will  be 
supplied  before  cold  weather  arrives.  This  city 
has  about  70,000  people  and  nearly  every  house 
expects  to  use  natural  gas  for  heating,  lighting 
and  cooking  purposes.  The  loss,  of  the  domestic 
coal  trade  then  will  be  severely  felt  by  coal 
dealers.  Pittsburg,  Fort  Scott  and  other  towns 
in  Kansas  are  also  burning  natural  gas  and 
crude  oil  is  being  used  in  the  place  of  coal  by 
many  factories.  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  with  more 
than  300,000  people,  will  have  no  natural  gas 
this  winter,  because  the  city  council  has  not 
granted  a  franchise.  The  grant  can  not  be  de¬ 
layed  however,  much  longer  and  coal  dealers  in 
Kansas  City  look  for  the  loss  of  their  domestic 
trade  a  year  from  this  winter.  More  factories 
in  Kansas  City  are  experimenting  with  crude  oil 
and  altogether  the  competition  of  natural  gas  and 
oil  will  be  felt  severely  by  the  coal  operators  and 
dealers  of  the  southwest.  This  competition  will 
be  a  factor  in  the  regulation  of  miners^  wages 
and  mining  conditions  and  will  be  heard  from  at 
the  conference  next  winter  between  the  oper¬ 
ators  and  the  miners.  Southwestern  operators 
will  hold  out,  probably,  for  a  reduction  in  miners’ 
wages  even  if  their  attitude  should  cause  a  strike. 
They  can  not  mine  coal  profitably  under  present 
conditions,  even  if  they  were  not  affected  by  the 
competition  of  gas  and  oil. 


V 

The  St.  Louis  Coal  Market. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Aug.  10. —  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  market  here  is  exceedingly  quiet  and 
there  is  little  change  in  the  situation  since  last 
week.  There  is  a  little  coal  moving,  in  fact, 
just  about  enough  to  supply  contracts.  There  is 
little  demand  for  coal  in  the  open  market.  Most 
of  the  larger  operators  are  shipping  their  coal 
to  other  cities.  Only  8,831  cars  arrived  here  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  month,  representing  a  total  of  319,430 
tons,  which  is  2,629  cars  less  than  for  the  same 
month  in  1904;  3,252  less  than  in  1903,  and  3,156 
less  than  in  1902.  The  only  explanation  advanced 
for  this  decrease  in  receipts  is  the  fact  that  the 
local  gas  company  has  practically  absorbed  all 
the  summer  bituminous  trade. 

Prices  on  shaker  screened  lump  at  East  St. 
Louis  are  as  follows: 


Standard  . $1.10 

Staunton,  Mt.  Olive .  1.35@1.40 

Carterville  .  1.70 

Trenton  .  1.65@1.85 


The  retail  market  continues  dull  and  is  a  little 
worse  than  it  was  last  week. 

The  first  two  weeks  in  August  are  conceded 
by  local  coal  men  to.  be  about  the  two  worst  in 
the  year.  There  is  little  or  no  market  for  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  and  the  majority  of  people  who  order 
early  have  already  stocked  their  supply. 


Range  of  Retail  Prices  Is  Steady. 


Retail  prices  remain  stationary  on  both  hard  and 
soft  coal,  viz. : 


ANTHRACITE. 

Delivered. 


Broken  . $8.05 

Stove,  Egg,  Chestnut .  8.30 


BITUMINOUS  COAL. 

Per  Bushel. 


Carterville  . 13c 

Trenton  . 14c 

Staunton  . 12c 

Standard  . 11c 


A  deal  involving  the  control  under  one  man- 
agernent  of  thirty  important  coal  mining  proper¬ 
ties  in  the  St.  Louis  bituminous  district  extend¬ 
ing  from  East  St.  Louis,  Ill.,  to  Princeton,  Ind., 
a  distance  of  162  miles,  is  being  closed.  The 
mines  in  question  are  those  along  the  line  of  the 
Southern  railway. 

A  company  of  St.  Louis  capitalists  headed  by 
W.  K.  Kavanaugh  is  financing  the  deal.  The  total 
amount  of  capital  interested  is  between  $1,000,000 
and  $1,500,000.  The  negotiations  have  been  un¬ 
der  way  since  January  first.  The  properties  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  consolidation  produce  about  one- 
third  of  the  coal  output  of  the  St.  Louis  district. 
The  mines  are  all  in  active  operation  and  are 
considered  among  the  most  valuable  properties 
in  this  field. 

The  Southern  railway  is  al.so  represented  in 
the  combine  and  will  have  a  voice  in  the  manage¬ 


ment  of  the  mines.  The  fact  that  they  can  be 
operated  more  economically  under  one  manage¬ 
ment  and  thus  return  more  profit  was  the  initial 
argument  advanced  by  the  promoters  of  this 
merger. 

The  lower  cost  of  production  will  also  tend  to 
lower  the  price  to  the  consumer.  It  is  expected 
that  the  options  on  the  present  deal  will  be  closed 
in  thirty  days. 

Associated  with  Mr.  Kavanaugh  in  the  combine 
are  L.  N.  Muren,  president  of  the  Muren  Coal 
&  Ice  Co.,  whose  coal  mines  are  situated  near 
Belleville,  Ill.,  and  others  whose  names  are  with¬ 
held  at  present.  It  is  reasonably  certain  that 
Mr.  Kavanaugh  will  be  made  president  of  the 
company  and  it  is  also  certain  that  Mr.  Muren 
will  be  made  general  sales  agent. 

V 

[Vest  Virginia  Mining  Field. 

Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  August  10.— (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  better  tone  to  producing  con¬ 
ditions  recently  is  well  reflected  in  the  tonnage 
out  of  the  New  River  district  for  the  month  of 
July.  This  region,  which  has  a  good  smokeless 
production,  shows  an  increase  for  last  month  over 
June. 

It  is  only  about  20,000  tons,  but  it  is  significant 
because  the  Fourth  of  July  was  equal  to  half  a 
week’s  suspension  of  the  mines,  more  than  ac¬ 
counting  for  the  additional  day  in  July.  The  best 
time  was  made  at  all  the  mines  the  last  few  weeks 
of  the  month. 

The  coke  output  was  about  the  same  for  both 
months.  The  total  coal  tonnage  for  July  was 
430,420#  tons,  and  it  came  from  about  eighty 
mines,  or  an  average  of  over  5,000  tons  a  month 
for  each. 

Figures  are  not  obtainable  from  the  adjacent 
Kanawha  district,  but  it  is  a  safe  prediction  that 
the  July  output  would  come  close  to  doubling 
the  amount  of  coal  mined  in  June,  and  August 
will  show  a  large  increase,  for  lately  there  has 
been  a  considerable  resumption  of  mining  along 
the  Kanawha  river.  No  district  this  summer  has 
experienced  a  greater  slump  in  production  than 
the  Kanawha  district. 

Steel  Company  In  Coke  Field. 

An  encouraging  sign,  or  so  taken  to  be,  was 
evidenced  this  week  when  United  States  steel 
stock  went  to  the  highest  point  in  its  history, 
104.  Of  course,  purely  spfeculative  reasons  might 
account  for  this  advance,  but  they  do  not  cover 
the  case  exactly.  For  nearly  a  year  steel  has  been 
improving,  and  now  that  the  wage  agreement  has 
been  made  for  the  next  year  without  friction  a 
good  run  of  the  mills  is  reasonably  anticipated. 

During  the  hot  months  repairs  are  being  made 
to  the  mills,  and  therefore  their  operation  in  full 
will  not  begin  until  the  fall.  Purchasing  agents 
are  already  bestirring  themselves  for  coal  and 
coke  and  the  independent  mills  are  particularly 
prominent.  All  must  understand  that  coal  prices 
are  as  low  as  they  can  get. 

The  steel  trust  has  big  property  holdings  in  the 
Pocahontas  field  which  are  not  yet  in  complete 
shape.  Several  thousand  coke  ovens  will  be  finally 
installed  along  Tug  river  and  a  good  many  of 
them  have  been  completed.  When  completed 
their  output  will  do  much  to  satisfy  the  steel 
trust’s  mills,  coupled  with  the  Connellsville  prod¬ 
uct,  but  in  the  meantime  they  are  not  fully  sup¬ 
plied. 

Shipping  out  of  the  Fairmont  and  eastern  Ohio 
regions  continues  about  as  it  has  been  for  three 
weeks,  with  the  lakes  the  main  shipping  point. 
All  the  mines  are  doing  better  by  far  than  they 
were  a  month  ago,  but  the  conditions  still  remain 
a  source  of  general  complaint.  Operators  through¬ 
out  the  field  in  this  state  continue  to  watch  the 
Pennsylvania  anthracite  situation  with  a  great 
deal  of  interest  and  they  hope  for  another  oppor¬ 
tunity  by  which  they  will  profit  as  much  as  they 
did  during  the  last  strike. 

Miners  Oil  Is  Inferior, 

They  are  naturally  wondering  why  the  reported 
unrest  does  not  stimulate  a  buying  market  based 
on  the  probability  of  a  long  tie  up.  No  tendency 
to  stock  up  in  preparation  for  a  strike  next  spring 
is  felt,  although  every  time  operators  get  to¬ 
gether  they  talk  of  that  prospect,  and  have  been 
doing  it  virtually  all  this  year. 


Samples  of  miner’s  oil  are  pouring  in  on  State 
Mine  Inspector  Paul  since  he  turned  down  the 
Standard  Oil  Co.’s  product  for  failing  to  meet 
the  required  smoke  test.  Incidentally  Mr.  Paul  is 
wondering  how  the  companies  can  make  the  price 
so  low.  He  asserts  that  by  the  closest  calculr. 
tiqns  the  oil  costs  the  compounders  a  fraction  cv  -r 
thirty-one  cents  to  manufacture,  yet  many  of  the 
companies  deliver  the  oil,  paying  freight  and  other 
charges,  and  sell  it  for  twenty-eight  cents  a  gal¬ 
lon.  Inspector  Paul  finds  fault  with  inferior  oil 
because  of  the  proportion  of  smoke  it  creates  in 
the  mine,  thus  endangering  the  health  of  the 
miners  by  poisoning  the  air  and  by  making  acci¬ 
dents  more  likely.  There  is  a  further  danger  in 
inferior  oil,  which  is  that  inspired  by  economy. 
The  miners  are  prone  to  adulterate  the  oil  to 
save  themselves  expense,  as  they  are  charged  with 
the  amount  they  use. 

Many  miners  have  congratulated  Inspector  Paul 
on  his  stand  and  point  out  that  the  law  has  been 
violated  for  fully  three  years.  Those  who  take 
this  view  claim  that  one  kind  of  oil  has  been  fur¬ 
nished  to  the  inspectors  and  another  to  the  miners, 
and  that  an  inspection  of  the  kind  furnished  to 
the  miners  might  show  even  greater  inferiority 
than  that  submitted  to  the  inspector’s  office  in  the 
state  house  at  Charleston. 

V 

The  Colorado  Coal  Trade. 

Denver,  Colo.,  Aug.  10.— (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  storage  season,  during  which  rates 
on  all  Colorado  coals  to  Nebraska,  Kansas  and 
'I'exas  are  reduced,  is  just  closing.  August  first 
the  railroads  advanced  rates  twenty-five  cents  per 
ton,  and  the  coal  companies  have  advanced  prices 
twenty-five  cents  per  ton. 

One  or  two  companies  operated  their  mines  at 
full  capacity  during  the  entire  storage  season, 
while  the  majority  of  mines  were  idle  much  of 
the  early  part  of  the  summer,  but  busy  every  day 
throughout  the  month  of  July.  This  was  caused 
by  the  usual  reluctance  of  dealers  to  allow  much 
coal  to  be  shipped  during  the  first  of  the  season, 
and  by  their  customary  eagerness  to  order  heavily 
during  the  last  week  or  two  of  the  period  of  low 
rates.  Many  orders  that  were  received  were  de¬ 
clined  on  account  of  inability  to  ship  before  the 
prescribed  time,  July  thirty-first. 

It  is  generally  believed  that  August  business 
will  be  fairly  good,  as  the  threshing  of  the  im¬ 
mense  small  grain  crops  of  western  Kansas  and 
Nebraska  will  demand  much  Colorado  coal. 

.^Late  this  autumn  three  new  beet  sugar  fac¬ 
tories  will  begin  operation  in  Colorado.  They  are 
located  at  Holly,  Lamar  and  Sterling.  When  these 
factories  are  constructed,  Colorado’s  beet  sugar 
industry  will  include  thirteen  complete  factories. 
This  industry  requires  annually  about  200,000  tons 
of  coal.  However,  it  is  not  usually  considered  to 
be  desirable  business  by  the  coal  operators,  as  the 
fuel  must  all  be  furnished  between  October  first 
and  February  first. 

A  Railroad  Merger  Is  Kxpected. 

A  few  weeks  ago  Jesse  Waters,  general  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Cripple  Creek  Central  railway,  was 
made  general  manager  of  the  Colorado  Springs 
&  Cripple  Creek  District  railway.  These  two  com¬ 
panies  have  heretofore  divided  the  entire  traffic 
of  the  Cripple  Creek  district,  but  it  is  believed 
that  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Waters  to  the  man¬ 
agement  of  the  “Short  Line”  will  result  in  a 
close  working  arrangement  between  the  two  rail¬ 
way  companies.  Mr.  Waters  has  been  for  some 
time,  and  still  is,  at  the  head  of  the  Colorado 
Trading  &  Transfer  Co.,  which  does  the  largest 
part  of  the  business  in  coal,  grain  and  hauling  of 
ore  and  coal.  It  is  generally  supposed  that  Mr. 
Waters  will  al.so  dictate  the  policy  of  the  Cripple 
Creek  Coal  &  Transportaf'on  Co.,  a  company  per¬ 
forming  functions  similar  to  the  Trading  Co.,  but 
hitherto  controlled  by  the  Short  Line. 

The  laying  of  a  narrow  gauge  rail  between  Den¬ 
ver  and  Boulder  via  Louisville,  enables  Louisville 
coal  to  be  transported  direct  from  the  coal  mines 
to  the  metalliferous  mines  of  Gilpin,  Clear  Creek 
and  Boulder  counties  without  transfer. 

The  Denver.  Northwestern  &  Pacific  railway. 
“The  Moffat  Road.”  construction  of  which  was 
begun  in  January,  1903,  has  track  completed  to  a 
point  eighty-eight  miles  west  of  Denver.  Thi.'; 
railroad  contemplates  the  direct  connection  of 
Denver  and  Salt  I^ke  City,  passing  through  the 
coal  fields  of  Routt  county. 
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Western  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


'I'he  Roanoke  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Old  Colony 
building,  Chicago,  has  disconlinucd  its  office  in 
this  city. 

W.  J.  Snyder,  secretary  of  Zeller,  McClellan 
&  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.,  was  in  Chicago  during  the 
week  on  a  business  trip. 

William  P.  Cox,  a  well  known  Chicago  .sales 
agent,  has  become  identified  with  the  Chicago 
office  of  C.  C.  Blake  &  Co.,  Old  Colony  building. 

Col.  T.  N.  Mordue,  resident  manager  of  Cast- 
ner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Old  Colony  building,  Chi¬ 
cago,  is  in  the  east  tlrs  week  on  a  business  trip. 

E.  11.  Nicholls  of  the  Metropolitan  Fuel  Co., 
Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  and  the  Nicholls 
Coal  Co.,  is  at  l^ake  Geneva  this  week  taking  a 
brief  vacation. 

W.  H.  Scott,  sales  agent  of  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Coal  Co.,  Western  Union  building,  Chicago,  has 
returned  from  a  vacation  spent  in  the  lake  region 
around  Oconomowoc,  Wis. 

riie  business  of  Gilmore  &  Easterly,  Old  Col¬ 
ony  building,  Chicago,  has  been  merged  wdth  that 
of  W.  S.  Harman,  Plymouth  building.  The  of¬ 
fices  in  the  Old  Colony  building  have*  been  va¬ 
cated. 

J.  H.  Sessions,  northwestern  sales  agent  of  the 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  Minne¬ 
apolis,  Minn.,  passed  through  Chicago,  stopping 
over  for  a  few  hours  on  his  way  to  Philadelphia 
on  business  this  week. 

J.  A.  Richardson,  manager  of  the  Jones  & 
Adams  Co.,  Railway  Exchange,  Chicago,  is  tak¬ 
ing  a  swing  through  the  lake  regions  of  Wiscon¬ 
sin  and  Michigan  this  week  on  a  recreation  trip, 
and  will  be  absent  from  his  duties  for  a  fort¬ 
night. 

The  Milwaukee  Bituminous  Coal  Co.,  a  job¬ 
bing  house  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  which  has  been 
regarded  with  some  suspicion  as  to  its  financial 
standing  in  the  coal  trade  for  a  few  weeks  past, 
this  week  filed  a  petition  in  voluntary  bank¬ 
ruptcy. 

R.  J.  Johnson,  a  well  known  coal  man  of  Chi¬ 
cago,  has  become  identified  with  the  Johnston  City 
Coal  Co.,  having  been  elected  to  the  vice-presi¬ 
dency  recently.  The  coal  company  is  now  nicely 
located  in  its  new  quarters  at  590  Old  Colony 
building. 

E.  M.  Platt,  general  western  agent  of  the  Le¬ 
high  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Western  Union  building, 
Chicago,  is  taking  a  two  weeks’  vacation  at  h  s 
summer  home  at  Manitowoc,  Wis.,  but  before  ins 
return  to  Ins  duties  will  probably  take  a  trip 
into  the  lake  region  of  northern  Wisconsin. 

C.  W.  Gilmore,  vice-president  of  the  Crescent 
Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Plymouth  building,  Clvcago, 
left  the  latter  part  of  the  week  for  his  old  home 
at  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  for  a  few  days’  recreation. 
Before  his  return  to  Chicago  he  will  visit  Cin¬ 
cinnati  and  other  eastern  cities  on  business. 

G.  H.  Conn,  sales  manager  of  the  Crescent 
Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Plymouth  building,  Chicago, 
returned  the  middle  of  the  week  from  a  business 
trip  to  southern  Illinois,  where  he  inspected  many 
of  the  operations  on  the  Jacksonville  &  St.  Louis 
branch  of  the  Burlington  road  and  visited  many 
other  coal  mines. 

Through  an  error  last  week  it  was  stated  in 
The  Black  Diamond  in  connection  with  the  ar¬ 
ticle  referring  to  the  Sunday  Creek  Co.  that  C. 
L.  Poston,  one  of  the  directors,  was  president  of 
the  New  York  Coal  Co.  This  arose  from  a  con¬ 
fusion  in  the  names.  E.  M.  Poston  is  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  New  York  Coal  Co. 

John  McCaffrey,  general  manager  of  the  White 
Oak  Cannel  Coal  Co.,  Piedmont,  Kentucky,  was 
in  Chicago  this  week  on  his  return  from  Daven¬ 
port,  Iowa,  where  he  has  been  spending  the  past 
fortnight  on  a  vacation.  Davenport  is  Mr.  Mc¬ 
Caffrey’s  old  home,  and  he  renewed  many  ac¬ 
quaintanceships  while  in  that  city. 

Charles  Wright  is  a  new  retailer  in  Chicago. 
Mr.  Wright  recently  acquired  the  site  for  a  coal 
yard  at  Center  avenue  and  Thirty-fifth  street, 


which  he  is  developing  into  a  modern  yard.  A 
switch  track  was  recently  completed  into  the 
jiroperty.  He  was  formerly  salesman  for  the 
Hostler  Coal  &  Coke  Co..  Ellsworth  building. 

J.  S.  Holbrook,  sales  agent  of  the  North  West¬ 
ern  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  building,  Chicago,  has  gone 
to  Ashland,  Wis.,  on  his  annual  vacation,  where 
he  will  join  Mrs.  Holbrook.  It  is  freely  pre¬ 
dicted  that  when  he  returns  there  will  be  some 
fish  stories  on  tap  that  will  be  well  worth  listen¬ 
ing  to.  If  any  one  can  catch  fish,  it  is  believed 
that  it  is  Mr.  Holbrook. 

Robert  Mather,  president,  and  Carl  Scholz,  vice- 
president,  of  the  Indiana  Consolidated  Coal  Co., 
Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  took  a  trip  of 
inspection  to  the  various  mines  of  the  company 
this  week  in  Mr.  Mather’s  private  car.  They 
left  Ch’cago  Monday  night  and  returned  Thurs¬ 
day  morning,  after  making  an  inspection  of  each 
of  the  many  mines  of  the  company. 

J.  H.  Briscoe,  assistant  western  manager  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Cincin¬ 
nati,  Ohio,  passed  through  Chicago  this  week, 
stopping  off  for  a  few  hours  on  his  way  to  the 
Lewis  and  Clark  exposition  at  Portland.  He 
will  be  absent  from  his  dut:es  for  about  three 
weeks  and  on  the  return  trip  will  stop  off  for 
some  time  at  the  Yellowstone  national  park. 

C.  K.  Pittman,  the  well  known  Chicago  ship¬ 
per  of  coal  and  coke,  who  retired  from  business 
recently,  left  Tuesday  night  of  this  week  for 
Colorado,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Pittman,  where 
they  will  remain  for  the  next  thirty  days.  A 
large  part  of  this  time  will  be  spent  by  Mr.  Pitt¬ 
man  in  a  hunting  tr  p  in  the  mountains,  although 
he  will  also  look  after  certain  business  interests 
in  the  west. 

A.  Mitchell  of  the  Mitchell  Spalding  Coal  Co., 
Bedford  building,  Chicago,  suffered  a  serious  at¬ 
tack  of  illness  last  week  and  had  not  completely 
recovered  the  early  part  of  the  present  weeP. 
Throughout  the  greater  part  of  last  week  he  was 
confined  to  his  home  and  medical  attendance  was 
required.  The  recovery  of  Mr.  Mitchell  will  be 
a  source  of  relief  to  h  s  numerous  friends  in  the 
Chicago  coal  trade. 

J.  L.  Blake,  general  manager  of  the  Newton  & 
Northwestern  railroad,  has  been  appointed  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Boone  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  of  Boone, 
Iowa.  The  business  of  the  coal  and  railroad  com¬ 
panies  will  be  handled  jointly  by  the  traveling 
freight  agents  of  the  latter  in  the  future.  Mr. 
Blake,  the  new  manager  of  the  coal  company, 
has  been  a  hard  and  energet  c  worker,  putting  the 
railroad  company  on  a  paying  basis. 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co 
has  made  an  important  purchase  of  dock  property 
at  Milwaukee,  which  will  ultbnately  give  it  addi¬ 
tional  facilities  for  the  transaction  of  its  business 
at  that  point.  The  purchase  consists  of  the  dock¬ 
age  on  the  upper  Menominee  river,  which  it  has 
occupied  under  lease  for  the  past  fourteen  years. 
The  tract  is  about  9'80  feet  in  length  along  the 
river  and  extends  back  about  400  feet.  It  is 
considered  one  of  the  most  valuable  pieces  of 
dock  property  in  Milw'aukee.  The  deal  involves 
several  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Duncan  Cameron  of  the  Chicago  office  of  the 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  re¬ 
turned  the  early  part  of  the  week  from  a  camping 
and  roughing  it  trip  in  the  province  of  Mani¬ 
toba.  Mr.  Cameron  is  bronzed  as  a  result  of 
his  outdoor  life  and  looks  the  picture  of  health. 
It  is  his  custom  to  take  this  trip  each  year.  With 
a  guide  and  a  party  of  friends  the  start  is  made 
from  Winnipeg  to  points  inland,  where  very  few 
white  persons  ever  penetrate,  the  time  being  de¬ 
voted  to  hunting  and  fishing.  Mr.  Cameron  feels 
much  rejuvenated  as  a  result  of  the  trip. 

The  Equitable  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  with  offices  in 
the  Rookery,  Chicago,  this  w'eek  increased  its 
capital  stock  to  $1,000,000.  This  company  has  re¬ 
cently  acquired  4.000  acres  of  coal  land  in  Perry 
county,  Illinois,  and  has  opened  an  operation  at 
Clinch,  Ill.,  a  new  mining  town  seven  miles  south¬ 
east  of  Du  Quoin.  Ill.  The  company  made  a 
record  in  opening  its  shaft.  On  July  fifth,  1904, 


the  first  dirt  was  turned  and  on  July  first,  1905, 
the  mine  was  producing  at  the  rate  of  1,000  tons 
daily.  The  officers  of  the  company  are  as  fol¬ 
lows:  President,  R.  Floyd  Clinch;  vice-president 
and  general  manager,  S.  P.  Eaton ;  secretary, 
Charles  White. 

'I'he  Lake  Creek  Coal  Co.,  the  new  company 
formed  the  early  part  of  the  year  by  E.  H. 
Irwin  of  Chicago,  C.  A.  Gent  of  Marion  and 
others  to  develop  coal  property  at  Johnston  City. 
Ill.,  reached  coal  last  Sunday  at  a  depth  of  916 
feet.  The  coal  is  the  well  known  Carterville 
and  is  very  thick.  It  is  believed  that  it  will  aver¬ 
age  over  nine  feet  at  the  bottom  of  the  shaft, 
although  definite  figures  as  to  its  depth  have  not 
been  obtained.  The  mine  will  be  developed  very 
rapidly  from  this  time  forward,  and  it  is  ex¬ 
pected  it  will  be  producing  coal  the  present  year. 

» 

The  Deep  Vein  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  was  formed 
during  the  week  with  an  authorized  capital  of 
$15,0(10  to  do  a  general  wholesale  business  in 
bituminous  coal  and  in  coke.  John  Pynchon,  well 
and  favorably  known  by  the  coal  trade  of  the 
west,  has  been  made  president  of  the  company. 
The  suite  of  offices  at  HfU)  and  865  Old  Colony 
building,  formerly  occupied  by  C.  K.  Pittman, 
have  been  taken  over  by  the  company,  together 
with  all  his  office  equipment.  Mr.  Pynchon  is  so 
well  known  to  the  Chicago  and  western  trade 
through  his  connection  with  it  for  more  than 
twenty-five  years  that  the  company  starts  out 
under  the  most  favorable  of  conditions. 

One  of  the  unique  and  most  attractive  d:splays 
at  the  Lewis  and  Clark  exposition  at  Portland. 
Oregon,  is  that  of  the  Broderick  &  Bascom  Rope 
Co.,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.  This  company  has  pre¬ 
pared  its  exhibit  with  the  greatest  care  and  has 
displayed  the  progressive  spirit  which  has  made 
the  company  so  successful.  A  very  interesting 
feature  is  the  carving  set  made  entirely  from 
"power”  steel  rope.  Th  s  is  an  instructive  fea¬ 
ture,  as  to  one  not  instructed  in  wire  rope  mak¬ 
ing  it  would  seem  to  be  impossible  to  w’eld  from 
wire  rope  articles  of  such  utility.  The  knife  of 
the  set  is  three  feet  long  with  a  perfect  rope 
handle ;  the  fork  and  steel  are  in  proportion.  The 
set  is  perfectly  made  and  highly  finished  in  silver. 

S.  M.  Dalzell,  general  manager  of  the  Spring 
Valley  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  building.  Chicago, 
received  the  sad  news  this  week  of  the  sudden 
death  of  his  sister,  Mrs.  Lida  Kilduff,  at  -At¬ 
lantic  City.  Mrs.  Kilduff  was  at  Atlantic  C  ty 
in  company  with  relat  ves,  the  Rev.  A.  A.  Mealey 
and  wife.  Her  death  came  very  suddenly  and 
without  warning.  The  presumption  is  that  it 
was  caused  by  heart  failure,  as  she  had  been  in 
the  best  of  health.  Mr.  Dalzell,  in  company 
with  M.  H.  Taylor  of  Erie,  Pa.,  was  at  Hollow 
Lake,  near  Dorset,  Ontario,  on  Ivs  vacation  when 
the  sad  news  was  received  in  Chicago.  He  was 
informed  as  soon  as  possible  and  left  for  Atlantic 
City  by  way  of  Pittsburg  upon  receipt  of  a  tel¬ 
egram. 

The  Sunday  Creek  Co..  Columbus.  Oh  o,  has 
promulgated  the  official  announcement  of  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  properties  and  the  election  of  executive 
officers.  Circular  No.  1  is  as  follows :  ".At  a 
meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  held  July  twen¬ 
ty-seventh,  the  following  officers  were  elected  or 
appointed,  effective  th's  date :  H.  H.  Heiner. 
vice-president  and  manager  of  sales:  J.  M.  Roan, 
manager  of  mines :  G.  E.  Tetr:ck.  manager  of 
stores,  J.  H.  Schwartz,  assistant  to  the  president : 
N.  D.  Monsarratt.  chief  engineer ;  C.  F.  Mayer, 
corresponding  secretary ;  Win.  S.  Bainton,  secre¬ 
tary  ;  C.  -A.  Suydam,  treasurer ;  S.  W.  Gilliland, 
auditor ;  headquarters.  Outlook  building,  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ohio.”  Circular  No.  2  says :  "The  proper¬ 
ties  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Coal  Co..  The  Buckeye 
Coal  &  Railway  Co.,  the  Ohio  Land  &  Railway 
Co.,  the  Continental  Coal  Co.,  the  Kanawha  & 
Hocking  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  have  been  taken  over 
by  the  Sunday  Creek  Co.,  as  of  this  date.  -All 
accounts  due  any  of  the  above  named  companies 
are  payable  to  the  Sunday  Creek  Co.,  and  ac¬ 
counts  due  by  any  of  the  above  named  companies 
are  assumed  by  the  Sunday  Creek  Co.”  Both 
these  official  announcements  are  siened  by  Presi¬ 
dent  John  H.  Winder  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Co. 
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Death  of  Charles  T.  Taylor. 

Charles  T.  Taylor,  one  of  the  prominent  retail¬ 
ers'  and  shippers  of  coal  in  the  early  history  of 
Chicago,  and  a  brother  of  W.  W.  Taylor,  general 
manager  of  the  St.  Paul  Coal  Co.,  died  Thursday 
of  last  week  at  his  home,  5555  Washington  ave¬ 
nue.  His  illness  covered  a  period  of  three 
months.  Interment  was  at  St.  Louis  last  Sun¬ 
day,  the  funeral  service  having  been  held  at  Chi¬ 
cago  Saturday  afternoon  under  the  auspices  of 
the  B.  P.  O.  E.,  of  which  Mr.  Taylor  was  a  life 
member. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  born  in  Springfield,  III.,  Oc¬ 
tober  seventeenth,  1844,  and  was  the  son  of  the 
late  Col.  E.  D.  Taylor,  who  was  one  of  the  first 
coal  operators  in  the  northern  Illinois  district 
and  was  one  of  the  closest  personal  friends  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  in  the  state  of  Illinois.  It  is 
related  of  Colonel  Taylor  that  he  suggested  is¬ 
suing  greenbacks  to  President  Lincoln  during 
the  money  stringency  of  the  civil  war,  and  it 
was  upon  his  suggestion  that  they  were  issued. 
He  died  in  1890  at  ninety  years  of  age. 

Charles  T.  Taylor  removed  to  Chicago  in  1846 
with  his  parents  and  resided  here  continuously 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  His  first  business 
experience  was  in  connection  with  the  firm  of 


The  firm  of  E.  D.  Taylor  &  Co.  continued  with 
much  success  till  the  early  seventies,  when 
Charles  T.  Taylor  became  identified  vVith  western 
mining  interests  and  more  recently  has  been  heav¬ 
ily  interested  in  Kansas  oil  properties.  He  leaves 
a  widow,  who  is  the  daughter  of  the  late  William 
L.  Ewing  of  St.  Lou’S,  who  was  president  during 
his  lifetime  of  the  whole. ale  grocery  firm  of 
Ewing,  Briggs  &  Co.,  well  known  in  western  busi¬ 
ness  circles. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Robert 
Law  during  the  latter's  life  time  lind  had  many 
close  personal  friends  among  the  business  men 
who  were  prominent  in  the  life  of  Chicago  in  ‘its 
early  history.  His  death  is  most  sincerely 
mourned  by  a  large  circle  of  business  and  social 
friends  who  survive  him. 

Funeral  of  Edwin  F.  Daniels. 

The  funeral  of  Edwin  F.  Daniels,  the  prominent 
coal  man  whose  death  was  mentioned  in  The 
Black  Diamond  last  Saturday,  occurred  at  the 
late  residence,  4447  Greenwood  avenue,  Sunday 
morning  at  10  :30  a.  m.  The  services  throughout 
were  most  impressive  and  there  were  a  large 
number  of  close  personal  friends  in  attendance. 


M.  Cone,  George  W.  Duggan  and  D.  Cave.  Many 
coal  men  were  present  at  the  funeral. 

There  was  special  sentiment  attached  to  the 
burial  of  Mr.  Daniels  at  Kenosha,  and  it  was 
at  the  request  of  Mrs.  Daniels  that  interment 
occurred  there.  That  city  is  the  home  of  H.  K. 
Elkins,  father  of  Mrs.  Daniels,  and  all  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family  have  been  buried  in  the  El¬ 
kins  lot  in  the  Kenosha  cemetery. 

Much  regret  has  been  expressed  in  Cliicago 
coal  circles  at  the  sudden  and  wholly  unexpectecl 
death  of  Mr.  Daniels.  Through  his  own  ability 
and  wide  experience  he  had  organizetl  an  exten¬ 
sive  retail  and  steam  business  under  the  name  of 
E.  F.  Daniels  &  Co.  and  the  New  Ohio  Washed 
Coal  Co.,  the  latter  being  one  of  the  largest 
operating  and  coal  washing  companies  in  the 
Carterville  field.  Aside  from  being  successful  as 
a  business  man,  he  was  prominent  socially,  and 
had  many  personal  qualifications  which  endeared 
him  to  a  wide  circle  of  friends. 

V 

Coal  Picnic  is  Today, 

The  third  annual  picnic  of  the  Chicago  coal 
trade  is  being  held  today  at  Ravinia  Park.  In¬ 
dications  are  that  it  will  be  the  most  successful 


E.  D.  Taylor  &  Co.,  coal  merchants  at  262  Mar¬ 
ket  street,  during  the  war  and  up  to  the  time  of 
the  great  Chicago  fire.  The  senior  member  of 
this  firm  was  his  father,  Col.  E.  D.  Taylor,  who 
opened  the  first  coal  mine  in  the  northern  district 
at  La  Salle  in  the  middle  fifties.  This  coal  was 
brought  to  Chicago  by  canal,  and  sold  to 
the  local  trade  by  E.  D.  Taylor  &  Co.  As  show¬ 
ing  the  prices  during  the  civil  war  for  coal  in 
the  west  it  may  be  stated  that  E.  D.  Taylor  & 
Co.  had  a  government  contract  for  supplying  a 
large  tonnage  to  Camp  Douglass,  where  the 
confederate  prisoners  were  detained,  and  the  con¬ 
tract  price  was  $11.50  per  ton  for  second  vein 
coal.  Col.  A.  L.  Sweet,  president  of  the  Chicago, 
Wilmington  &  Vermillion  Coal  Co.,  and  Capt. 
T.  A.  Lemmon,  secretary-treasurer  of  this  com¬ 
pany,  obtained  their  experience  in  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness  with  this  firm.  Colonel  Sweet  was  em¬ 
ployed  for  a  number  of  years  as  salesman  in  the 
early  sixties  and  Capt.  T.  A.  Lemmon,  after  the 
war,  accepted  as  his  first  position  that  of  book¬ 
keeper,  continuing  for  several  years.  During  the 
time  that  E.  D.  Taylor  &  Co.  were  in  the  coal 
business  in  Chicago  the  family  residence  was 
where  Union  park  is  at  present  on  the  west  side. 


Following  the  services  in  Chicago  the  body  was 
taken  to  Kenosha  for  interment,  a  special  funeral 
train  beutg  provided  over  the  Chicago  &  North¬ 
western  railroad.  The  body  was  accompanied  to 
Kenosha  by  relatives,  close  personal  friends  and 
business  associates  of  the  deceased. 

The  impressive  funeral  sermon  was  preached 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hawley,  who  also  pronounced 
the  eulogy  upon  the  successful  career  of  Mr. 
Daniels.  Many  floral  offerings  testified  to  the 
close  personal  friendships  which  had  been  formed 
in  the  social  and  business  circles  of  Chicago. 
The  clubs  of  which  he  was  a  memher — the  Chi¬ 
cago  Athletic  Association,  Union  League  and 
Tolleston  Gun  club — all  sent  elaborate  floral  offer- 
ings. 

The  honorary  pall-bearers  were  close  business 
associates  of  Mr.  Daniels,  prominent  in  Chicago, 
as  follows:  E.  A.  Turner,  F.  S.  Fauntleroy, 
Leslie  Mullen,  M.  L.  Coffeen,  H.  K.  Tenney,  E. 
F.  Gorton  and  G.  H.  Hull.  The  active  pall¬ 
bearers  were  office  employes  of  E.  F.  Daniels  & 
Co.  and  the  New  Ohio  Washed  Coal  Co.,  the 
deceased  being  president  of  both  of  these  com¬ 
panies,  and  were  as  follows:  J.  D.  Westwood, 
J.  P.  Holton,  Fred  Bennor,  Albert  Leunau,  O. 


outing  in  the  history  of  the  coal  men  of  Chicago. 
Up  to  last  night  the  sale  of  tickets  had  been  very 
heavy,  aggregating  nearly  l.OOO.  Throughout  the 
week  enthusiasm  has  been  manifest  on  the  part 
of  nearly  all  of  the  coal  men,  and  should  the 
weather  be  propitious  there  is  no  reason  why  the 
outing  should  not  he  a  great  success.  The  pro¬ 
gram  of  athletic  events  is  a  very  complete  one, 
Ireginning  this  mornhig  with  a  base  ball  game 
between  the  Black  Diamonds  and  the  Peabody 
Coal  Co.  There  will  be  a  number  of  other  im¬ 
portant  athletic  events  during  the  afternoon,  the 
picnic  to  conclude  with  a  band  concert  in  tlie 
theater  at  Ravinia  Park.  .Ml  the  leailing  coal 
offices  arc  closed  throughout  the  day. 

V 

The  Wenona  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Bay  City. 
Mich.,  recently  commenced  work  on  new  build¬ 
ings  to  take  the  (dace  of  those  wlrch  burned  a 
couple  of  weeks  ago.  The  new  structures,  it  is 
exiiected,  will  be  aunpleted  in  about  two 
months.  It  has  been  found  that  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  old  machinery  can  be  used,  ar 
it  was  not  greatly  damaged  in  the  fire. 
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Substitution  of  bad  coals  for  good  coals  is  not  always  the  quickest 
way  to  get  rich. 

Western  producers  and  shippers  are  beginning  to  wonder  if  coal  ever 
will  become  the  fashion  again. 

This  is  picnic  day  in  the  Chicago  coal  trade.  Let  us  hope  that  it  will 
mark  the  advent  of  more  of  a  picnic  during  the  next  six  months  than  has 
been  experienced  during  the  past  half  year. 

VC 

The  Journal,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  sagely  remarks :  “It  is  a  safe  thing  to 
have  the  coal  bin  well  filled,  even  though  we  have  the  assurance  of  President 
WiLLCOX  of  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Co.  that  there  is  no  possibility  of  a 
recurrence  of  the  coal  strike.” 

VC 

‘‘Bouquets  vs.  Orders.*' 

The  Coal  Trade  Journal  (N.  Y.)  this  week  says;  “Compliments  that 
are  not  meant  or  felt  are  not  only  valueless  in  themselves  but  sooner  or  later 
they  react  upon  the  habitual  user  of  them.  Business  has  become  too  much 


of  a  science  today,  and  time  is  too  valuable,  to  make  it  worth  while  to  in¬ 
dulge  much  in  false  sentiments.  They  are  passing  away  like  the  old-time 
custom  of  ‘treating  for  trade.’  What  progressive  and  enterprising  business 
people  want  today  is  not  bouquets,  but  orders. 

“Frequently  we  come  across  parties  in  the  coal  trade  who  are  very  free 
to  express  their  admiration  for  The  Coal  Trade  Journal,  and  very  possibly 
they  speak  in  most  favorable  terms  of  its  authority  and  value  to  the  business 
it  has  served  so  long.  It  is  often  interesting,  though  usually  disappointing, 
to  speculate  as  to  why  some  of  the  most  profuse  of  these  people  do  not 
subscribe. 

“In  decided  contrast  to  these  are  our  friends  and  subscribers  of  long 
standing,  some  of  whom  have  been  on  our  lists  without  a  break  from  the 
beginning  of  publication.  Expressions  of  confidence  and  appreciation  from 
one  of  these  old  friends  and  subscribers  is  worth  all  the  verbal  assurance  of 
appreciation  ( ?)  that  we  get  casually  in  the  course  of  a  year  from  those 
whose  interest  falls  short  of  giving  an  order.” 

This  is  a  sentiment  to  which  The  Black  Diamond  can  subscribe  with 
equal  sincerity. 

v^ 

The  shot  firers’  law  has  been  given  a  trial  of  nearly  thirty  days  in 
the  Illinois  coal  fields.  When  it  was  passed  the  miners  were  in  favor  of  it, 
until  the  decision  rendered  by  Judge  Gray.  It  is  now  safe  to  say  that  the 
good  miners,  and  they  are  in  the  majority  in  the  state,  are  as  much  opposed 
to  it  as  were  the  operators  before  it  became  a  law. 

v^ 

Jl  Coal  Company  and  Its  Dividends. 

The  public  press  of  Pittsburg  for  the  past  few  weeks  has  been  making 
venomous  attacks  on  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  the  largest  producer  of  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  jn  the  United  States,  because  it  passed  its  quarterly  dividend 
on  the  preferred  stock.  The  officers  have  come  in  for  unjustified  censure 
and  charges  of  mismanagement  have  been  freely  made  without  apparent  justi¬ 
fication.  Reference  is  made  to  these  matters  here  because  of  the  apparent 
inconsistency  of  the  press  toward  anything  that  pertains  to  coal.  A  couple 
of  years  ago  attacks  were  made  in  all  the  coal  companies  in  this  country  on 
the  ground  that  they  were  “holding  up  the  people”  by  demanding  too  great 
a  profit.  Now,  because^  a  coal  company  fails  to  earn  as  much  as  is  required 
to  pay  its  dividends,  the  officers  come  in  for  severe  personal  attack.  Compar¬ 
ing  conditions  two  years  ago  with  those  of  today,  the  inference  must  be  drawn 
that  it  is  impossible  for  officials  of  coal  companies  to  please  our  newspapers 
under  any  circumstances. 

With  reference  to  the  charges  of  mismanagement  in  connection  with 
the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  The  Black  Diamond  has  no  knowledge  except  that 
perta’ning  to  general  market  conditions  in  the  western  bituminous  trade.  It 
assumes,  however,  that  there  is  not  much,  if  any,  foundation  for  these  charges. 
Every  coal  man  who  has  a  knowledge  of  the  business  in  the  west  during  the 
past  year  and  a  half  knows  there  has  been  no  profit  in  the  industry.  Coal  has 
been  sold  at  ruinously  low  prices,  practically  below  the  cost  of  production. 
The  product  of  this  large  company  has  suffered  during  this  period  of  keen 
competition  and  it  is  surprising  that  even  under  the  best  -management  in 
the  world,  facing  the  market  conditions  that  have  existed,  it  could  by  any 
possible*  circumstances  have  paid  dividends  and  a  profit  to  its  stock¬ 
holders.  In  times  of  keen  competition  and  close  profits  there  are  always 
price  wars  which  have  an  influence  in  restricting  the  earning  power  of  pro¬ 
ducing  companies.  These  price  wars  have  been  prevalent,  and,  following  a 
natural  law  of  trade,  the  largest  factor  in  the  business  has  been  the  target 
against  which  nearly  all  the  price  cutting  has  been  directed.  In  order  to  hold 
its  volume  of  tonnage  it  has  been  obliged  to  meet  such  competition. 

The  fact  that  its  earnings  for  the  three  months  ending  July  first  were  over 
$250,000  above  the  regular  fixed  charges,  except  dividends  on  the  preferred 
stock,  is  a  better  showing  than  reasonably  could  have  been  expected  under 
existing  circumstances.  Coal  men  who  have  been  involved  in  the  strenuous 
trade  conflict  and  who  know  the  almost  unlimited  extent  to  which  it  has 
prevailed  may  well  express  surprise  that  this  company  has  made  the  show¬ 
ing  that  it  did  for  the  last  quarter.  Judging,  therefore,  from  a  purely  trade 
standpoint,  it  looks  as  if  there  were  no  foundation  for  the  charges  of  mis¬ 
management  in  connection  with  it.  We  merely  call  attention  to  these  facts 
in  a  spirit  of  fairness.  The  press  criticisms  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  have 
not  been  fair,  because  the  public  press  does  not  have  a  full  and  complete 
knowledge  of  the  conditions  under  which  this  company  has  operated  and  the 
many  obstacles  that  have  existed  to  prevent  business  being  done  at  a  profit. 

On  the  other  hand,  coal  men  who  know  these  conditions  and  who  have  had 
personal  experience  of  them  should  use  their  efforts  to  stay  and  prevent  such 
public  clamor.  They  should  refute  statements  of  this  kind  whenever  possible 
when  they  are  based  on  a  lack  of  knowledge  of  trade  conditions,  because  if 
they  do  not,  the  same  criticism  of  the  public  press  may  be  leveled  at  them  at 
some  future  time  when  they  are  in  similar  difficulties. 
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Two  Modern  Mines  of  the  St.  Paul  Coal  Company. 


One  of  the  important  factors  in  the  northern 
Illinois  coal  field  is  the  St.  Paul  Coal  Co.,  which 
has  acquired  and  owns  30,000  acres  of  coal  in 
the  Spring  Valley  district  and  is  developing  two 
of  the  most  modern  mines  anywhere  in  the 
country.  Little  has  been  heard  of  this  company 
from  the  fact  that  it  is  not  intended  that  it 
shall  engage  in  the  production  of  commercial 
coal.  The  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  rail¬ 
road  some  few  years  ago  decided  to  acquire 
coal  and  to  produce  a  part  of  the  tonnage  which 
is  required  for  its  locomotive  consumption. 

This  having  been  determined  upon,  the  next 
thing  was  to  act.  Coal  acreage  adjacent  to  the 
lines  of  the  company  so  that  it  could  haul  its 
own  supply  as  well  as  produce  it  was  necessary 
if  the  greatest  economy  was  to  be  obtained.  The 
immense  tract  of  30,000  acres  adjacent  to  Cherry 
and  Granville,  Ill.,  was  acquired  and  within  the 
past  eighteen  months  development  has  been 
pushed  with  great  rapidity,  and  with  a  view  to 
equipping  and  developing  modern  coal  mining 
plants  at  both  of  these  points  as  soon  as  possi¬ 
ble.  The  Cherry  mine  is  producing  a  nominal 
tonnage  of  100  tons  daily,  but  the  Granville  mine 
is  in  a  much  more  advanced  stage  and  is  now  pro¬ 
ducing  400  to  500  tons  of  coal  daily.  The  ca¬ 
pacity  of  .  each  will  be  increased  as  circumstances 
will  permit,  and  eventually  it  is  intended  these 


Being  the  Jlccount  of  an  .Auto* 
mobile  Trip  to  the  Spring 

Valley  Coal  Fields. 

.1 

gineers  and  both  of  them  had  failed  on  account 
of  the  treachery  of  the  ground  at  that  point. 
Mr.  Taylor  determined,  after  investigation,  that 
a  shaft  could  be  sunk  and  on  the  fourth  of  Jan¬ 
uary,  three  days  after  he  assumed  his  new  duties, 
he  began  the  actual  work  of  sinking.  The  bor¬ 
ings  revealed  that  for  eighty-six  feet  down  there 
was  quicksand  and  niggerheads,  conditions  which 
would  have  discouraged  anyone  but  the  most  de¬ 
termined.  To  support  the  heavy  cribbing  which 
was  necessary  as  the  shaft  was  being  sunk,  for 
there  was  no  support  in  the  soft  earth  and  it 
would  have  collapsed  of  its  own  weight,  it  was 
necessary  to  originate  a  new  plan.  Securing  im¬ 
mense  timbers  these  were  strapped  together  sim¬ 
ilar  to  the  abutment  of  a  bridge  and  rested  on 
top  of  the  surface.  The  cribbing  and  a  steel  shoe 
were  strapped  to  this  immense  abutment  and 
were  held  in  place  and  plumb,  while  the  shaft 
was  being  sunk,  the  shoe  being  forced  down  by 
jack  screws.  Precision  in  engineering  was  re- 


erly,  and  to  accomplish  this  in  the  most  economi¬ 
cal  manner  possible. 

Knowing  some  of  the  difficulties  encountered 
in  opening  these  two  shafts  and  appreciating  that 
the  Cherry  and  Granville  operations  will  be  the 
best  known  in  the  west,  after  their  leading 
characteristics  are  known  by  mining  men,  it  was 
with  great  pleasure  that  The  Ri.ack  Di.amond 
accepted  an  invitation  from  Mr.  Taylor  to  visit 
these  mines.  The  start  was  made  from  La  Salle, 
Illinois,  to  Cherry  in  an  automobile,  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  party  being  Mr.  Taylor,  general  man¬ 
ager  of  the  company ;  Warren  R.  Roberts,  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Roberts-Schaeffer  Co.,  Chicago,  en¬ 
gineers  in  charge  of  much  of  the  construction, 
particularly  the  steel  tipples  and  also  the  origi¬ 
nators  of  the  plans  for  the  development  of  the 
properties;  Ed  Miller,  the  “shover”  (as  Mr.  Rob¬ 
erts  designated  him)  and  the  editor  of  The 
Black  Diamond.  From  La  Salle,  that  quaintly 
historic  town  on  the  Rock  Island,  to  Cherry, 
which  only  began,  its  history  a  few  months  ago, 
is  fourteen  miles.  The  trip  was  made  in  good 
time. 

Development  at  Clierry  Has  Been  Rapid. 

Cherry  is  rapidly  developing  into  an  important 
mining  center.  A  few  weeks  before  our  visit 


This  illustration  represents  an  end  view  of  the  tipple  at  the  Granville  plant,  showing  local  trade  chute  on  the  left  side,  and  the  rock  chute 
in  the  foreground;  also,  temporary  rock  chute  and  trestle  on  the  right-hand,  which  latter  will  be  removed  when  a  certain  ravine  in  that  direc¬ 
tion  has  been  filled.  Also,  in  the  foreground  is  shown  an  elevator  for  hoisting  the  props,  for  raising  and  lowering  pit  cars  and  various  other 
equipment,  which  is  to  go  to  the  repair  shop.  This  hoist  is  operated  by  an  independent  engine,  located  near  the  foot  of  the  elevator. 


two  shafts  shall  have  a  capacity  of  3,500  tons 
in  an  eight-hour  day. 

W.  W.  Taylor  is  general  manager  of  the  St. 
Paul  Coal  Co.,  and  has  full  charge  of  the  devel¬ 
opment  and  operation  of  all  the  properties  of  the 
company.  Mr.  Taylor  probably  is  one  of  the  best 
known  coal  mining  men  in  the  state  of  Illinois. 
His  father.  Col.  E.  D.  Taylor,  was  a  pioneer  in 
the  industry;  having  been  interested  financially 
in,  and  helped  to  sink  and  operate  the  La  Salle 
coal  shaft  in  the  fifties,  which  was  one  of  the 
first  opened  in  the  state  and  was  the  earliest 
opened  in  the  northern  district.  W.  W.  Taylor 
has  been  identified  with  coal  mining  for  more 
than  thirty  years,  largely  in  the  northern  Illinois 
field,  although  he  has  a  wide  knowledge  of  the 
mining  conditions  in  every  important  district  in 
the  state.  Prior  to  becoming  the  general  man¬ 
ager  of  the  St.  Paul  Coal  Co.,  he  was  general 
superintendent  of  the  Spring  Valley  Coal  Co., 
one  of  the  largest  operating  companies  in  Illi¬ 
nois. 

One  of  the  First  I’roblems  Encountered. 

When  Mr.  Taylor  was  called  upon  to  take  up 
his  duties  as  general  manager  of  the  St.  Paul 
Coal  Co.,  on  January  first,  1903,  he  had  a  serious 
task  before  him.  Two  attempts  had  been  made  to 
sink  a  shaft  at  Granville  by  competent  mine  en¬ 


quired  in  order  that  the  surface  timbering  should 
sustain  the  immense  weight  of  eighty-six  feet  of 
cribbing,  consisting  of  two  by  twelve  timbers 
laid  flat,  sixteen  feet  long  and  twelve  feet  eight 
inches  wide  in  the  clear,  spiked  together  and 
reinforced  by  angle  irons  and  bolts  inside  of  crib¬ 
bing  with  ten  inch  ship  bolts.  This  was  the  first 
important  gigantic  engineering  feat  accomplished 
and  it  is  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Taylor  and  his 
superintendent,  James  Cherry,  who  is  the  oldest 
mine  superintendent  in  Illinois,  that  it  was  car¬ 
ried  through  successfully. 

In  an  article  of  this  character  it  is  difficult 
to  give  the  details  concerning  the  sinking  of  a 
shaft  under  such  conditions,  but  every  mining 
man  will  understand  them.  After  the  first  eigh¬ 
ty-six  feet  were  completed  the  remainder  of  the 
work  of  sinking  to  a  depth  of  500  feet  was  com¬ 
paratively  easy. 

At  Cherry,  not  only  was  a  shaft  sunk  under 
similar  conditions  to  those  at  Granville,  but  it  is 
the  largest  in  the  west,  and  probably  one  of  the 
largest  in  the  world.  This  shaft  was  built  with 
double  compartments,  the  cage  which  operates  in 
each  compartment  to  provide  room  for  two 
pit  cars  tandem,  to  be  hoisted  at  one  hoist  of  each 
cage.  The  idea  of  this  arrangement  is  to  give 
the  mine  a  large  capacity,  which  is  one  of  the 
essentials  required  by  the  owners  of  the  prop- 


a  sale  of  town  lots  was  held  by  the  Cherry  Town 
Site  company,  and  they  went  like  hot  cakes. 
Inside  of  a  few  hours  the  total  sales  had  ag¬ 
gregated  $18,000,  many  of  the  lots  selling  for 
$400  and  $500  on  account  of  the  keen  competition 
to  secure  them  and  their  location.  The  sale  was 
scarcely  over  before  the  buildings  which  had 
been  previously  located  in  adjoining  towns,  were 
on  their  way  on  wheels  to  the  new  center  of  inter¬ 
est,  and  a  general  store  and  several  other  places 
of  business  were  opened  without  delay.  Coinci¬ 
dent  with  the  sinking  of  a  shaft  which  was  under¬ 
taken  early  in  October  of  last  year,  the  company 
began  the  erection  of  a  number  of  miners’  houses, 
many  of  which  have  been  completed  while  many 
more  are  in  course  of  construction.  This  new 
mining  town  will  be  unlike  many  others  in  the 
state.  The  miners’  houses  are  not  all  made  ac¬ 
cording  to  one  pattern.  Some  of  them  have  man¬ 
sard  roofs,  with  little  cosy  windows  peeping  out 
here  and  there,  while  others  have  broad  porches 
and  bay  windows.  This  variety  in  the  archi¬ 
tecture  will  lend  a  charm  to  Cherry,  which  is 
found  in  connection  with  few  other  mining  towns 
in  the  State.  In  many  other  respects  it  will  be  a 
model  mining  town.  Before  lots  were  offered  for 
sale  all  the  streets  were  graded  and  many  of 
them  were  graveled.  On  the  main  business 
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streels  cement  curbs  and  sidewalks  also  had  been 
built. 

Ceneral  Details  of  tlie  Two  I’lants. 

Ilefore  going  into  detail  concerning  the  prog¬ 
ress  being  made  at  this  point  in  opening  the 
new  operation,  it  probably  will  be  well  to  refer  in 
a  general  way  to  the  mining  conditions  and  the 
main  features  of  the  two  plants  at  Cherry  and 
Granville,  as  giving  some  general  ideas  of  im- 


most  instances,  although  the  No.  2  vein  is  being 
mined  at  present  at  Cherry  by  pillar  and  room. 
Later,  however,  it  is  the  intention  to  operate  in 
the  No.  :i  or  third  vein  when  longwall  will  be 
used.  Consequently  the  main  consideration  is 
to  build  few  and  large  plants.  The  result,  there¬ 
fore,  has  been  that  in  this  district  will  be  found 
a  type  of  mining  plant  which  has  been  worked  out 
with  a  great  deal  of  care  and  thought,  to  suit 
the  S])ccial  conditions  existing.  This  process  of 


into  a  hopper  which  loads  a  ‘skip’  capable  of 
hoisting  the  contents  of  several  cars  at  a  time. 

“In  this  comparison,  the  merits  and  advantages, 
the  first  cost  of  the  plants,  the  cost  of  operation 
maintenance  and  the  adaptability  of  the  plants 
to  a  large  output  from  a  single  shaft  were  the 
main  features  considered. 

“In  this  district  where  the  depth  of  the  shaft 
and  the  character  of  the  ground  make  sinking 
very  expensive,  it  is  desirable  to  sink  as  few 


This  gives  a  most  excellent  side  view  of  the  tipple  at  Granville  at 
close  range.  The  power  house  is  shown  in  the  rear,  and  the  tracks  for 
loads  off  in  the  distance,  in  the  rear.  The  building  adjoining  on  the 
right  is  the  shops. 


This  illustration,  as  it  plainly  shows,  is  an  interior  view  taken  at 
the  rear  of  the  engine  room  at  Granville  and  shows  to  good  advantage 
the  splendid  pair  of  Litchfield  hoisting  engines,  together  with  large  cylin¬ 
drical  drum. 


portance.  The  Black  Diamond  is  indebted  to 
Warren  R.  Roberts,  of  Chicago,  for  these  fea¬ 
tures,  which  will  prove  of  value  to  those  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  study  of  these  two  mines  from  the 
standpoint  of  economy  involved  in  their  opera¬ 
tion.  We  quote  Mr.  Roberts  as  follows : 

“The  special  conditions  existing  in  northern 
Illinois  considered  with  the  desire  of  the  com¬ 
panies  operating  in  this  field  to  secure  a  large 
output  from  each  of  their  mines  has  developed 


development  and  evolution  has  been  go  ng  on 
for  a  number  of  years  and  has  culminated  in  the 
building  of  the  plants  recently  erected  by  the 
St.  Paul  Coal  Co.  At  the  time  it  was  decided 
to  open  additional  mines  by  this  company,  in 
what  is  known  as  the  Spring  Valley  district,  a 
very  careful  study  was  made  of  the  conditions 
existing,  together  with  the  processes  and  plants 
here  employed  giving  the  best  results. 

“A  careful  comparison  was  made  between  the 


as  possible  in  mining  the  coal  from  a  certain 
acreage. 

“After  this  careful  consideration  of  the  subject, 
the  form  of  plant  which  will  now  be  described 
was  decided  upon  as  being  the  best  suited  to  meet 
all  the  conditions  in  this  district  as  outlined 
above. 

“These  plants  consist  of  a  steel  tipple  and  brick 
power  house,  together  with  the  necessary  shops 
and  other  miscellaneous  buildings  required  for 


This  illustration  gives  a  rear  view  of  the  tipple  at  Granville,  showing 
side  view  of  the  engine  lirace  and  power  house.  This  is  given  jirinci- 
pally  to  illustrate  the  latter  features  and  taken  together  with  the  pre¬ 
vious  illustrations,  shows  well  the  construction  of  the  tipple  and  the 
arrangement  of  the  entire  plant. 


This  gives  an  excellent  side  view  of  the  tipple  at  Cherry,  just  at 
the  completion  of  the  construction  of  the  structural  iron  work  and  before 
the  screens  and  other  equipment  were  installed:  also,  before  the  sheet 
metal  covering  and  carpenter  work  had  been  begun.  The  power  house 
is  shown  in  the  rear.  The  arrangement  is,  in  general,  the  same  as  for 
the  Granville  plant,  with  the  Exception  that  the  railroad  tracks  in  this 
instance,  are  on  the  left-hand  side  as  shown  in  the  illustration,  while 
at  Granville  in  a  similar  view,  they  are  on  right-hand  side. 


a  form  of  mining  plant  peculiar  to  this  district. 
The  several  conditions  uniting  to  make  this  a 
special  field  are  as  follows:  In  the  first  place, 
the  seam  of  coal  to  be  mined  is  from  400  to  500 
feet  below  the  surface  of  the  ground  and  is  only 
thirty-six  to  forty-eight  inches  in  thickness. 
These  two  conditions  have  made  it  seem  advisa¬ 
ble  to  do  the  mining  by  the  longwall  system,  in 


form  of  plants,  now  largely  used  in  the  Spring 
Valley  district,  a  fundamental  feature  of  which 
is  based  on  hoisting  more  than  one  pit  car  at 
a  time  and  pushing  these  cars  off  the  cage  with 
mechanical  contrivances,  and  a  new  form  of  plant 
used  by  the  Rock  Island  Coal  Co.,  in  the  Rock 
Island  district,  where  the  pit  cars  are  not  hoisted 
at  all,  but  are  dumped  at  the  bottom  of  the  shaft 


a  mining  plant.  There  being  nothing  unusual  in 
the  plant  outside  of  the  tipple  and  its  equipment, 
we  will  confine  ourselves  largely  to  a  descrip¬ 
tion  of  these. 

“The  tipple  is  designed  for  hoisting  pit  cars 
and  pushing  them  off  the  cage  without  dumping. 
.At  Granville  where  the  shaft  is  only  large  enough 
to  hoist  one  pit  car,  a  double  deck  cage  is  used 
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to  enable  two  pit  cars  to  be  hoisted  at  the  same 
time.  This  requires  the  stopping  of  the  cage 
at  the  landing  floor,  however,  for  the  first  pit 
car,  and  when  this  has  been  pushed  off,  hoisting 
a  few  feet  higher  and  pushing  off  the  second  car. 
In  each  case  an  empty  is  pushed  on  at  the  same 
time  the  load  is  pushed  off,  the  power  for  this 


operation  being  furnished  by  a  steam  pusher 
designed  especially  for  that  purpose. 

“After  the  cars  are  pushed  off  they  run  by 
gravity  down  into  the  dump,  which  is  a  Phillips 
cross-over  dump.  The  cars  are  then  run  by 
gravity  to  the  ‘switchback’  and  carried  by  grav- 


of  in  a  way  not  to  seriously  reduce  the  capacity  of 
the  mine. 

‘‘In  handling  this  rock  in  the  tipple  a  new  plan 
was  adopted  never  before  used  in  this  district, 
which  not  only  materially  reduces  the  cost  of  the 
tipple,  but  very  greatly  facil.tates  the  handling 
of  both  coal  and  rock  in  the  tipple.  In  other 


plants  in  this  district,  it  has  been  customary  to 
run  the  rock  -  over  the  cross-over  dump  to  the 
switchback,  and  switch  it  from  there  to  an  outside 
th’rd  track  which  carried  the  rock  to  the  rear  of 
the  tipple,  where  it  was  taken  to  the  rock  dump 
by  one  of  several  methods.  Carrying  the 


after  they  come  over  the  coal  dump.  This  ar¬ 
rangement  requires  only  a  f"ur-i.a.-k  tipple  and 
reduces  the  labor,  increas  ng  the  speed  and  econo 
my  of  handling  both  the  i'-n  .and  ti  ^  r' -  k,  by 
shortening  the  haul  of  the  lalu*r,  .i  h.r  pr,  ved 
to  be  a  very  desirable  arranuemeni, 

■'  riie  coal  for  the  local  trade  ir.  a'.:s  r-ari  ..-d 
out  on  this  rock  track  through  the  front  of  ^-r 
tipple,  where  it  is  easily  switched  to  a  scpa  .(■ 
track  and  carried  to  the  local  trade  b  ns  I'his 
improvement  in  handling  the  rock  was  made  in 
both  the  Cherry  and  Cranville  plants.  The  only 
im[)ortant  difference  between  these  two  plants  is 
that  at  Cranville  the  coal  is  screened  over  bar 
screens  and  loade'd  into  cars  on  three  tracks, 
making  lump,  egg  and  slack,  whereas  at  Cherry, 
shaker  screens  arc  to  be  used,  making  coal  on 
three  tracks  but  screening  through  round  holes 
jiroducing  lump  over  a  five-inch  and  egg  through 
a  live-inch  and  over  a  seven-cighths-inch  screen. 

OtUer  Points  of  Difference  In  Two  Plants. 

“The  other  differences  between  these  two  plants 
consist  in  the  form  of  the  cage,  the  size  of  the 
shaft,  and  other  minor  features.  At  Granville 
the  shaft  is  only  large  enough  to  hoist  a  single 
car  and  two  cars  at  once  by  using  a  double  deck 
cage,  whereas  at  Cherry  a  larger  shaft  was  sunk, 
which  permits  of  two  cars  standing  on  the  cage 
tandem.  This  latter  arrangement  is  much  pref¬ 
erable  to  the  other,  as  the  steam  pusher  at  the 
Cherry  plant  pushes  on  two  empt’es  and  off  two 
loads  at  the  same  time  and  saves  the  time  re 
qu'red  at  Granville  in  shTting  from  one  deck 
of  the  cage  to  the  other.  This  latter  arrangement 
was  not  adopted  at  Granville  for  the  reason  that 
the  timber  had  already  been  purchased  and  was 
on  the  ground  which  would  not  permit  of  sinking 
a  shaft  the  size  of  the  one  at  Cherry. 

“The  general  design  of  the  tipples  is  similar 
at  both  plants,  as  shown  in  the  accompanying 
i'lustrations.  Roth  are  built  entirely  of  steel  and 
covered,  both  roof  and  sides,  as  shown  in  the 


Automobile  party  that  visited  the  mines.  W.  W.  Taylor,  general  man¬ 
ager  of  the  St.  Paul  Coal  Co.,  is  on  the  left  in  the  rear  seat,  and  Warren 
R.  Roberts  on  the  right  in  the  front  seat. 


This  illustration  is  given  to  show  the  construction  of  tower  and  Underground  plan  at  the  Granville  mine  showing  main  and  cross 

engine  brace  at  Cherry,  and  was  taken  after  the  completion  of  the  struc-  entries  surveyed  to  permit  of  rapid  development;  also  general  under- 
tural  iron  work  and  before  the  installation  of  the  machinery.  ground  arrangement  of  the  mine. 


ity  around  to  the  rear  of  the  shaft  where  they 
are  raised  by  a  transfer  table  up  to  a  point  im¬ 
mediately  behind  the  shaft  ready  to  be  pushed 
on  to  the  cage  again  by  the  steam  pusher. 

How  the  Rock.  Is  Handled. 

“The  seam  of  coal  in  this  district  being  only 
from  thirty-six  to  forty-eight  inches,  it  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  bring  to  the  surface  a  large  amount  of 
rock  and  other  refuse.  This  must  be  taken  care 


rock  to  the  rear  of  the  shaft  required  a  six-track 
tipple.  The  improvement  made  on  this  arrange¬ 
ment  in  these  two  plants  consisted  in  sjircading 
the  two  tracks  running  from  the  cross-over  dump 
to  the  switchback  and  throwing  in  an  additional 
track  between  them  for  carrying  the  rock  directly 
from  the  cross-over  duni])  out  between  the 
switchback  and  through  the  front  of  the  tipple 
to  the  rock  dump.  Switching  of  cars  loaded  with 
rock  is  done  before  they  reach  the  switchback. 


illustrations,  with  corrugated  steel.  They  are 
both  designed  for  an  end  pull  with  sheave  wheels 
eight  feet  in  diameter.  The  entire  steel  con¬ 
struction  of  the  tower,  engine  braces  and  other 
parts  taking  direct  load  from  the  hoisting  cables 
are  made  strong  enough  to  break  the  steel  cabK 
and  allow  a  factor  of  safety  of  four.  .Ml  other 
parts  of  the  I'piile  are  strong  aiul  uib'-'anti.sl 
and  are  carefully  braced  to  withstand  the  vibra 
tion  due  to  all  the  moving  load. 
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"The  coal  is  weighed  for  Ihe  miner  in  weigh 
lioppers  with  doors  operated  by  steam  jacks  which 
are  controlled  by  the  workmen  on  the  tipple 
floor.  Tlie  we'gh  house  is  beneath  the  tipple  floor 
and  above  tlie  tracks  as  shown  in  the  illustra¬ 
tions.  These  weigh  houses  have  been  very  care¬ 
fully  designed  to  make  them  comfortable  for  the 
weighmen  both  in  winter  and  summer. 

"Taken  altogether  these  plants  are  as  carefully 
designed  and  as  well  built,  and  accomplish  tlie 
work  for  which  they  arc  intended  at  the  least 
cost  of  any  plants  in  this  mining  district,  which 
is  noted  for  its  modern  and  economical  opera¬ 
tions.” 

In  some  other  characteristics  the  two  opera¬ 
tions  arc  very  similar.  'I'hey  have  been  built  with 
an  idea  of  permanency,  as  it  is  cxi)ccted  that 
these  plants  may  be  operated  by  this  company 
for  at  least  fifty  years.  'I'he  steel  tipples  which 
have  been  built  arc  an  indication  of  this.  The 
boiler  houses  and  engine  rooms  are  still  fur¬ 
ther  evidence.  The  engines  at  the  two  opera¬ 
tions  are  similar  and  are  the  Litchfield  24x42 
first  motion,  the  merits  of  which  are  familiar  to 
all  coal  operators.  These  engines  are  the  largest 
constructed  for  use  in  Illinois  in  the  hoisting  of 
coal  and  have  more  than  sufficient  power  to  hoist 
the  tonnage  which  it  is  expected  will  be  produced 
at  each  plant. 

Granville  when  it  has  reached  its  full  devel¬ 
opment  will  have  a  dailv  production  of  1,.500  tons 
per  eight-hour  day.  Cherry  with  its  immense 
shaft  will  be  able  to  produce  2,000  tons  of  coal 
in  an  eight-hour  day.  The  boiler  houses  and  en¬ 
gine  rooms  are  of  brick  construction  and  will 
stand  the  test  of  any  length  ,of  time.  At  each 
plant  four  Erie  boilers  18  feet  by  72  inches  have 
been  installed  at  present,  but  there  is  room  for 
an  additional  battery  of  two  boilers,  making  six 
at  each  operation  which  ultimately  will  be  used. 
The  engines  have  been  built  on  a  solid  founda¬ 
tion  of  concrete  which  extends  to  bedrock,  some 
distance  below  the  surface  of  the  ground.  At 
the  Cherry  plant  this  bed  of  concrete  is  more 
than  twelve  feet  high,  while  at  Granville  it  is 
about  twenty  feet.  In  connection  with  the  bolt¬ 
ing  of  the  engines  to  the  concrete  bed,  a  new 
idea  has  been  adopted.  Heretofore  anchor  bolts 
have  always  been  solidly  imbedded  in  the  con¬ 
crete  and  whenever  there  was  any  break  or  any 
necessity  for  removing  them,  it  was  necessary 
to  tear  down  the  entire  engine  bed.  Here  there 
are  apertures  in  the  concrete  at  the  anchor  bolt 
head  which  will  enable  the  engineer  to  get  at  them 
readily  and  they  can  be  removed  within  a  short 
time  without  doing  any  damage  to  the  concrete. 
This  is  a  matter  of  convenience  as  well  as 
economy. 

At  each  plant  a  large  cistern  is  being  built 
for  holding  a  surplus  supply  of  water  for  engine 
use,  which  will  be  of  immense  service  during 
periods  of  drouth  and  also  a  further  source  of 
economy.  These  cisterns  have  a  capacity  of  30,- 
000  gallons  of  water.  The  exhaust  from  the  en¬ 
gines  is  run  into  them  and  this  surplus  steam 
heats  the  water,  so  that  steam  can  be  made  more 
quickly  and  cheaper  when  it  is  fed  into  the  boil¬ 
ers.  Both  cisterns  are  located  adjacent  to  the 
boiler  rooms.  It  is  the  intention  ultimately,  also, 
to  install  in  the  engine  rooms  at  each  plant,  gen¬ 
erators  for  the  production  of  electricity  to  be 
used  in  lighting  the  mines  and  for  such  purposes 
as  it  may  be  required.  These  generators  will  be 
installed  as  soon  as  they  are  necessary.  Possibly 
later  on  they  will  produce  power  for  haulage 
systems. 

At  the  Granville  I’lant. 

After  leaving  Cherry  the  automobile  took  us 
fourteen  miles  across  the  country  to  the  plant  at 
Granville.  This  is  one  of  the  prettiest  mines  in 
the  west.  It  occupies  a  sightly  location  north  of 
the  town  of  Granville,  where  it  can  be  seen  from 
that  city  and  is  kept  spick  and  span,  not  a  prop 
being  out  of  place  nor  a  bit  of  debris  of  any 
character  being  seen  in  its  vicinity.  Even  the 
rock  pile  has  been  reared  in  such  a  manner  that  it 
preserves  the  symmetry  of  the  landscape. 

The  layout  of  the  tracks  at  this  mine  has  been 
completed  and  the  arrangement  is  such  that  it 
can  not  well  be  improved  upon  in  any  respect. 
A  short  distance  north  of  the  tipple  is  a  track 
scale,  on  which  empty  cars  are  weighed  in  order 
to  obtain  the  net  actual  tare.  Diverging  from 
the  main  track  are  several  switches  used  as  as¬ 
sembly  yards  for  empties,  before  they  run  down 
to  the  mine,  where  they  can  be  stored  when  not  in 


use.  The  head  of  this  assembly  yard  for  empties 
is  somewhat  higher  than  the  tipple  and  when  cars 
are  required,  they  are  carried  by  gravity  easily 
to  the  tipple  tracks  where  they  can  be  stopped 
while  the  load  is  placed.  From  this  point  they 
are  carried  by  gravity  south  to  a  track  scale  where 
they  are  weighed  to  obtain  the  gross.  Here  again 
are  a  number  of  switches  on  which  the  loaded 
coal  cars  may  be  stored  until  a  train  is  made  up. 
The  company  is  as  careful  in  weighing  this  coal 
as  it  would  be  if  it  were  to  be  utilized  for  com¬ 
mercial  purposes.  The  St.  Paul  Coal  Co.  is  on 
an  independent  basis  in  the  matter  of  supplying 
tonnage  to  the  railroad  and  must  make  a  showing 
as  a  coal  company,  so  that  it  is  necessary  that 
every  pound  of  coal  which  it  supplies  shall  be 
weighed  before  it  is  turned  over  to  the  railroad. 

I.,ayout  of  Kuilroad  Tracks  a  Model. 

The  layout  of  this  switch  yard,  as  seen  from 
the  end  of  the  tipple,  is  one  of  the  prettiest  sights 
in  connection  with  the  plant.  Great  care  was 
taken  in  laying  the  tracks  and  in  grading  the  bed 
and  they  are  as  well  ballasted  and  as  well  main¬ 
tained  as  any  bit  of  road  belonging  to  the  rail¬ 
road  company.  It  is  the  intention  of  General 
Manager  Taylor  to  increase  the  storage  room  for 
loaded  and  empty  cars  at  this  point  and  part  of 
the  rock  which  is  taken  from  the  mine  is  now 
being  used  for  filling  in  to  the  west  of  the  switch 
yards.  When  this  fill  is  completed  it  is  expected 
that  the  yard  will  have  storage  capacity  for  sev¬ 
eral  hundred  more  cars  than  at  present — in  fact 
for  all  that  ever  will  be  required. 

As  indicating  the  completeness  in  every  detail 
of  these  two  i)lants,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  an 
Ottumwa  cradle  box  car  loader  is  to  be  installed 
at  each  mine.  The  St.  Paul  railroad  supplies 
the  mines  with  many  empty  box  cars,  owing  to 
the  preponderance  of  this  character  of  car  equip¬ 
ment  and  in  order  to  insure  the  safe  delivery  of 
its  coal  to  division  points  and  fueling  stations. 

Even  the  office  has  not  been  neglected  in  mak¬ 
ing  this  model  m  ning  plant  as  complete  as  possi¬ 
ble.  It  is  a  trim  little  building  with  a  Swiss  roof, 
located  300  feet  north  of  the  tipple.  Here  are 
private  offices  for  General  Manager  Taylor,  Super¬ 
intendent  James  Cherry,  and  the  mine  engineer. 
In  addition  there  is  also  space  for  the  mme’s 
accounting  department,  which  keeps  account  of 
the  production  and  all  the  items  entering  into  the 
cost  of  mining.  This  office  is  fitted  with  a  lava¬ 
tory  supplied  with  hot  and  cold  water,  and  with 
electric  lights. 

Description  of  Underground  Workings. 

Underground  the  mines  are  the  same  models 
that  they  are  on  the  surface.  At  Cherry  mining 
is  by  the  pillar  and  room  method,  this  being  the 
only  mine  in  the  northern  district  where  it  was 
possible  to  adopt  this  plan.  The  No.  2  vein, 
which  is  being  worked  at  present,  is  over  five 
feet  in  thickness  and  the  development  of  the  pro¬ 
duction  will  be  very  rapid,  the  first  coal  having 
been  taken  out  about  the  middle  of  March.  It 
is  expected  that  within  two  years  the  production 
will  be  almost  up  to  the  maximum  of  2,000  tons 
daily.  At  Granville,  the  longwall  method  is  used 
and  the  main  entries  have  been  opened.  Gen¬ 
eral  Manager  Taylor  here  utilized  his  experience 
in  planning  the  underground  working,  so  that  the 
development  can  be  much  more  rapid  than  ordi¬ 
narily  under  the  longwall  system.  A  general 
plan  of  the  survey  is  given  in  connection  with  this 
article,  which  will  give  an  idea  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  coal  is  reached  and  an  understanding  of 
how  rapid  development  can  be  accomplished  bet¬ 
ter  than  it  could  be  described.  The  coal  at  Gran¬ 
ville  in  the  third  vein  averages  over  three  feet 
six  inches  and  with  the  further  development  of 
the  southwest  it  is  possible  the  average  may  be 
further  increased,  as  the  vein  seems  to  be  thick¬ 
ening  as  it  is  opened. 

From  Granville  to  La  Salle,  a  distance  of  four¬ 
teen  miles,  a  record  trip  was  made  in  the  automo¬ 
bile.  Although  at  some  places  the  road  was  narrow 
and  there  were  stops  of  several  minutes  to  wait 
for  passing  farmers’  teams,  the  run  was  made  in 
thirty  minutes.  For  quite  a  stretch  the  automobile 
seemed  to  be  running  at  the  rate  of  a  mile  a 
minute — it  was  going  so  fast  that  youthful  hens 
and  dogs  had  difficulty  in  escaping  from  its  path¬ 
way. 

Are  Most  Modern  Mines  In  State. 

The  trip  throughout  was  a  delightful  as  well 
as  an  educational  one.  The  two  plants  of  the  St. 


Paul  Coal  Co.  embody  every  modern  practical 
idea  in  mine  construction,  and  are  in  advance  of 
those  which  were  opened  even  as  late  as  two  or 
three  years  ago. 

Several  underlying  principles  were  evidently 
decided  upon  by  Mr.  Taylor  before  he  undertook 
the  work  of  construction.  One  of  these  was 
economy  coupled  with  efficiency.  There  is  such 
a  thing  false  economy  but  it  does  not  exist  at 
these  two  mines.  Efficiency  was  first,  yet  there 
are  no  unnecessary  frJls;  no  money  has  been 
wasted  for  the  sake  of  appearances,  but  the  in¬ 
vestment  has  “been  made  judiciously  and  with  the 
greatest  of  care.  Another  desideratum  was  per¬ 
manency.  With  30,000  acres  of  coal  to  be  mined, 
a  large  part  of  which  probably  will  be  brought 
up  through  two  shafts,  it  is  the  expectation  that  the 
company  will  be  produc'ng  after  many  of  those 
now  engaged  in  operating  mines  have  gone  to 
their  long  rest.  These  plants  were  built  for  the 
future  as  well  as  for  the  present.  In  fifty  years 
from  this  time,  under  proper  management,  they 
will  be  as  complete  and  as  practical  as  they  are 
today.  It  is  unnecessary  to  add  that  the  practical 
coal  operator  who  desires  to  obta'n  some  of  the 
best  ideas  utilized  in  coal  mining  should  visit 
these  plants  before  opening  a  new  operation.  Any¬ 
one  interested  in  mining  will  learn  much  of  great 
value,  profiting  by  the  experience  and  wide  awake 
ability  of  the  management. 

V 


Deadlock  in  Illinois  Mines. 

h  ioint^  conference  of  the  executive  boards  of 
the  Illinois  Coal  Operators’  Association  and  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America  was  held  Mon- 
dav  -and  Tuesday  in  Chicago  for  the  purpose  of 
adjudicating  the  trouble  at  four  of  the  leading 
machine  mines  in  the  state.  The  miners  have 
contended  that  shot  firers  should  be  installed  at 
each  of  these  operations.  The  operators,  on  the 
other  hand,  have  stated  their  position  plainly  that 
the  mines  do  not  come  under  the  provisions  of 
the  shot  firers’  law.  They  claim  that  the  miners 
can  blast  the  coal,  if  they  snub  it  properly,  with 
less  than  two  pounds  of  pow’der  for  each  blast, 
thereby  eliminating  these  mines  from  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  law. 

At  the  conference  Monday  and  Tuesday  the 
whole  situation  was  gone  over  very  carefully  in 
detail  and  arguments  on  both  sides  were  sub¬ 
mitted  at  length.  The  operators  made  the  point, 
which  seemed  to  be  a  convincing  one.  that  all 
other  machine  mines  in  the  state,  excepting  the 
four  in  the  Chicago  &  Alton  sub-district,  which 
are  involved  in  trouble,  were  operating  without 
shot  firers.  They  emphasized  the  fact  that  the 
employment  of  .shot  firers  in  these  mines  would 
be  a  discrimination  against  the  operators  owning 
them  and  would  remove  equalitv  in  the  cost  of 
production,  which  should  apply  to  these  machine 
mines  in  order  to  meet  competition. 

The  result  of  the  meeting  was  a  deadlock 
which  may  continue  for  some  time.  The  ope¬ 
rators  at  a  meeting  following  the  ioint  confer¬ 
ence  considered  ways  and  means  of  forcing  the 
miners  to  abide  by  the  provisions  of  their  agree¬ 
ment  to'  resume  work.  No  definite  act'on  was 
decided  upon.  The  operators,  however,  have 
agreed  arnong  themselves  that  they  will  not  re¬ 
sume  mining  at  these  plants  until  the  miners  con¬ 
cede  the  point  with  reference  to  blasting. 

V 


Wagon  Prices  at  Chicago. 


ANTHRACITE. 


Grate  .  $6.40 

Stove  .  6.6j 

Chestnut  .  6.65 

Egg  . 6.65 


BITUMINOUS. 


Hocking  lump .  $3.75 

Hocking  nut .  3.25 

Illinois  lump,  egg  and  nut .  2.75 

Indiana  lump,  egg  and  nut .  2.75 

Wilmington  chunks  .  3.25 

New  Kentucky  lump  and  egg .  3.50 

No.  1  washed  nut .  3.00 

Brazil  block  .  3.50 

Jackson  Hill  and  Wellston .  4.75 

Cannel  lump .  6.25 

Smithing  . .  4.50 

West  Virginia  splint .  4.00 

Gas-house  coke  .  4.50 

( 
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Instructs  Salesmen  on  Associ¬ 
ation  Matters. 

Secretary  G.  H.  Reeves,  of  the  Northwestern 
jRetail  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  sends  to  The 
Plack  Diamond  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  a  Chi¬ 
cago  shipping  company  is  sending  out  to  its  trav¬ 
eling  salesmen  with  reference  to  the  policy  being 
(followed  in  connection  with  that  organization. 
The  letter  is  as  follows : 

“It  is  our  settled  policy  to  cooperate  with,  the 
Northwestern  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association. 
They  issue  each  month  their  directory.  See  that 
you  are  provided  with  this  directory  each  month 
as  it  is  issued.  In  this  directory  you  will  find 
the  towns  alphabetically  arranged  in  each  state. 
The  dealers  in  a  town  who  are  members  of  the 
association  are  given  by  name.  There  are  also 
often  dealers  who  are  non-members  of  the  asso¬ 
ciation,  nevertheless  are  entitled  to  buy  coal ; 
these  dealers  are  marked  with  a  star.  Relative 
to  steam  plants,  if  a  steam  plant  burns  a  ton  of 
coal  per  day  or  over,  they  are  entitled  to  buy 
direct  from  the  mines.  Such  plants  are  also 
listed  in  the  directory  with  an  “S”  placed  before 
their  name.  Where  an  asterisk  is  placed  before 
the  name  of  a  town  it  shows  the  information 
regarding  the  town  is  incomplete.  These  are 
the  names  you  will  find  in  the  directory.  All  the 
people  in  the  directory  may  be  sold.  As  a  general 
rule,  do  not  sell  anybody  not  given  in  the  direc¬ 
tory.  At  non-association  points,  you  will  have 
to  use  your  own  judgment,  but  be  very  particular 
about  selling  only  to  those  recognized  by  the 
trade.  In  case  of  a  new  steam  plant  starting  up, 
or  a  new  dealer  starting  up,  be  very  careful  about 
selling  them  until  their  condition  is  investigated.” 

At  the  meeting  in  Chicago  recently  held,  the 
question  came  up  regarding  non-association  towns, 
and  the  attitude  of  the  association  toward  them, 
to  which  Mr.  Reeves  replied  he  had  nothing  to 
do  with  this  matter  and  that  he  was  not  in  posi¬ 
tion  to  criticise  the  action  of  shippers  who  sell 
to  dealers  located  at  such  points.  He  expressed 
the  further  belief  that  if  shippers  sell  consumers 
it  has  a  tendency  to  drive  the  town  ^  into  the 
association.  Thinking  this  matter  over  since  then, 
Mr.  Reeves  has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  he 
did  not  take  quite*  a  broad  enough  view  of  the 
matter  and  he*  wishes  to  make  a  further  explana¬ 
tion.  The  secretary  is  trying  to  better  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  coal  trade  in  general  and  he  feels  that 
every  shipping  company  should,  regardless  of  any 
association,  be  particular  about  selling  coal  to 
others  than  the  recognized  trade.  He  says  he 
believes  that  any  shipping  company  doing  business 
in  that  territory  should  realize  this  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  be  detrimental  to  their  best  interests 
to  sell  knowingly  to  consumers. 

Coal  Men  Visit  Peoria. 

On  invitation  of  the  Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
Peoria,  Ill.,  a  number  of  dealers  located  in  Iowa 
and  Minnesota,  made  a  trip  to  the  miries  of  the 
company,  by  way  of  the  Minneapolis  &  St. 
Louis  and  Iowa  Central  railroads,  traveling  in  a 
private  Pullman  car.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the 
northwestern  dealers  at  Peoria  they  were  com¬ 
fortably  ensconced  at  the  National  hotel.  Ihe 
first  afternoon  was  spent  in  a  tally-ho  ride 
through  the  residence  portion  and  beautiful  parks 
of  the  city  and  by  way  of  the  new  Park  Drive 
to  the  Country  Club,  where  dinner  was  served  to 
twenty-five  guests,  including  the  northwestern 
people  and  members  of  the  coal  company.  The 
evening  was  passed  at  A1  Fresco  beach. 

The  second  day  was  spent  very  pleasantly  at 
the  mines  of  the  company,  which,  owing  to  their 
modern  equipment,  proved  very  interesting.  The 
visitors  were  also  treated  to  a  trolley  ride  on  the 
new  electric  haulage  system,  covering  a  distance 
of  two  miles,  which  was  a  decided  novelty,  as 
none  of  the  dealers  had  ever  before  seen  any¬ 
thing  of  the  kind.  The  two  mines  of  the  com¬ 
pany  are  especially  attractive  and  thoroughly 
modern  in  point  of  equipment.  The  visit  was  a 
decided  success  and  will  no  doubt  be  of  great 
benefit  to  the  dealers  who  had  the  privilege  of 
inspecting  them.  The  members  of  the  party 
were :  J.  Lampert,  Lampert  Lumber  Co.,  Minne¬ 
apolis;  F.  K.  Sullivan,  Sullivan  Coal  Co.,  Minne¬ 
apolis;  E.  F.  Elliott,  Elliott  &  Skellet  Coal  Co., 
Minneapolis;  Chas.  Nitz,  Chas.  Nitz  Coal  &  Wood 


Co.,  St.  Paul;  C.  E.  Swain,  Swain  Transfer  & 
Fuel  Co.,  Minneapolis ;  A.  M.  Malone,  Sutton 
Mining  Co.,  Minneapolis;  W.  J.  Bruce,  Bruce, 
Edgerton  Lumber  Co.,  Minneapolis;  B.  F.  Crowl, 
Crowl  &  Co.,  Minneapolis ;  D.  M.  Denison,  Com¬ 
mercial  agent  M.  &  St.  L.  R.  R.,  Minneapolis ; 
M.  Wentworth,  salesman  Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
Minneapolis;  E.  F.  Farmer,  northwestern  sales 
agent  Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co ,  Minneapolis ;  Her¬ 
man  Nagle,  New  Ulm,  Minn. ;  L.  W.  McKown, 
Davenport,  Iowa;  George  W.  McGill,  Marshall¬ 
town,  Iowa ;  Charles  E.  Smith,  .Marshalltown, 
Iowa ;  G.  H.  Holt,  Marshalltown,  Iowa. 

V 

Death  of  Walter  F.  Sauder. 

A  shock  was  caused  the  younger  men  in  the 
coal  trade  of  Chicago  this  week  by  the  news  of 
the  death  of  Walter  F.  Bander,  for  the  past  three 
years  bookkeeper  for  the  W.  B.  Stone  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago.  Mr. 
Bauder  was  afflicted  with  intestinal  trouble  the 
early  part  of  the  week,  the  disease  rapidly  de¬ 
veloping  until  there  was  no  hope  of  his  recovery. 
Death  came  Wednesday  at  his  home  at  Irving 
Park.  The  funeral  will  occur  Saturday  after¬ 
noon  at  2  p.  m.  from  the  late  home. 

Mr.  Bauder  had  been  identified  with  the  Chi¬ 
cago  coal  trade  ten  years.  He  was  born  at  Clin¬ 
ton,  Iowa,  October  twenty-sixth,  1880,  and  was 
nearly  twenty-five  years  of  age.  He  began  his 
business  career  with  the  Crescent  Coal  &  Min¬ 
ing  Co.,  continuing  with  this  company  for  two 
years.  He  then  went  with  S.  C.  Schenck,  agent 
of  the  coal  department  of  the  Delaware,  Lacka¬ 
wanna  &  Western,  continuing  for  five  years. 
Upon  the  formation  of  the  W.  B.  Stone  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  three  years  ago  he  accepted  a  position, 
continuing  with  this  company  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death.  He  had  many  personal  qualifications 
which  endeared  him  to  those  with  whom  he  was 
associated.  He  was  energetic,  hard-working,  loyal 
and  ambitious  to  succeed  in  the  world,  and  had 
klie  confidence  and  good  will  of  his  employers  and 
his  associates.  His  death  is  sincerely  mourned. 

V 

Champaign  Dealers  Organize. 

The  retail  coal  dealers  at  Champaign  and  Ur- 
bana.  Ill.,  recently  formed  an  organization  to  be 
known  as  the  Champaign  and  Urbana  Coal  Deal¬ 
ers’  Association,  with  headquarters  at  Cham¬ 
paign.  The  officers  of  the  association  are  pres¬ 
ident,  C.  D.  Rourke  of  Hunter  &  Rourke  Lum¬ 
ber  &  Coal  Co.,  Urbana;  vice-president,  John  B. 
Weeks,  manager  of  the  Alexander  Lumber  Co., 
Champaign ;  secretary  and  treasurer,  J.  A.  Reeves, 
Champaign. 

The  members  of  the  executive  committee  are 
Frank  Wilbur  and  B.  C.  Beech  of  Champaign 
and  S.  E.  Huff  of  Urbana. 

The  membership  list  includes  seventeen  dealers 
in  the  two  cities  and  is  as  follows :  Urbana 
dealers:  Hunter  &  Rourke,  S.  E.  Huff,  Conklin 
&  Stinespring,  Lysander  Doney,  Parrette  &  Jesse, 
and  D.  T.  Dobbins.  The  Champaign  dealers  are 
Jas.  Littler,  Coffeen  &  Son,  A.  D.  Derrough  & 
Son,  B.  C.  Beech  &  Co.,  W.  F.  Hardy,  W. 
Wall  &  Co.,  R.  S.  Wilbur  &  Son,  Chas.  E.  Muel¬ 
ler,  Alexander  Lumber  Co.  and  J.  A.  Reeves. 

The  members  all  belong  to  the  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  their 
dues  in  the  latter  organization  having  been  paid 
up  upon  completing  the  organization  of  the  local 
association. 

V 

The  Hon.  Peter  White. 

Ralph  D.  Williams,  editor  of  the  Marine  Review, 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  has  written  a  book  entitled  “The 
Honorable  Peter  White,”  which  has  just  been  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Penton  Publishing  Company  of 
Cleveland.  The  book  deals  with  the  development 
of  the  Lake  Superior  iron  country  and  the  growth 
of  the  iron  ore  trade,  and  is  abundantly  illus¬ 
trated.  Peter  White,  from  which  character  the 
book  takes  its  name,  was  a  laborer  with  the  iron 
makers  of  that  portion  of  our  great  country  in 
the  early  days  of  the  industry.  The  biographical 
sketch  of  his  career  and  the  manner  in  which  he 
attained  success  is  fascinating. 


Misrepresentation  in  Selling 
Coal. 

To  the  Editor:  I  should  like  to  call  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  your  readers  to  an  evil  in  the  coal  trade 
that  is  assuming  larger  proportions  every  day. 
and  that  is  the  practice  of  retail  dealers  rejecting 
coal  without  just  cause. 

This  condition  of  affairs  is  largely  the  fault  of 
the  salesman,  who,  in  his  anxiety  to  sell  goods 
and  “make  good”  with  his  house,  represents  his 
coal  as  being  superior  to  what  it  really  is  and 
then  when  it  arrives  and  the  dealer  finds  he  has 
simply  received  a  car  of  good  merchantable  coal 
he  is  disappointed  and  rejects  it.  In  doing  this, 
if  he  only  punished  the  party  who  misrepresented 
the  coal,  it  m’ght  be  considered  a  case  of  just 
retribution,  but  the  facts  are,  the  salesman  had 
instilled  the  idea  that  he  has  been  buncoed  in  the 
past  and  the  dealer  is  not  only  suspicious,  but 
really  thinks  that  he  is  not  getting  what  he  pays 
for  and  is  justified  in  rejecting  all  coal  that  does 
not  come  up  to  his  preconceived  idea  of  what  coal 
should  be.  In  most  cases  he  is  not  qualified  either 
by  judgment  or  experience  to  pass  upon  the  mat¬ 
ter,  but  that  does  not  influence  him  in  the  least. 
The  salesman  is  not  entirely  to  blame  in  the  mat¬ 
ter,  as  in  most  cases  he  had  been  coached  by  an 
emplover  who  does  not  always  adhere  strictly  to 
the  truth  when  the  quality  of  his  product  is  under 
discussion. 

Illustration  Showing  Extent  of  Practice. 

As  an  illustration  of  how  this  works  out,  I  was 
called  upon  recently  to  examine  a  car  of  anthra¬ 
cite  that  had  been  shipped  by  the  company  which 
I  represent,  to  a  small  town,  and  had  been  re¬ 
jected.  On  my  arrival  I  examined  the  car  in 
question  and  found  it  to  be  a  good  merchantable 
car  of  coal,  containing  less  than  four  per  cent 
of  slate  and  impurities.  I  labored  with  the  dealer 
for  over  an  hour,  but  he  proved  obdurate  and 
s  mply  would  not  take  the  coal.  While  we  Vvere 
discussing  the  matter  the  railroad  agent  came  in 
and  informed  him  that  another  car  of  anthracite 
had  arrived  which  had  been  shipped  by  another 
company.  I  examined  this  car  with  the  dealer 
and  he  admitted  that  it  was  not  quite  as  good  as 
the  car  which  we  had  shipped  him  and  he  imme¬ 
diately  rejected  it.  Subsequently  I  learned  he 
had  rejected  two  cars  the  previous  week  which 
had  been  shipped  by  the  other  firm.  In  all  he  had 
received  four  cars,  all  of  which  he  had  rejected. 

IIow  llie  Remedy  Can  lie  Applied. 

I  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  it  would 
be  of  great  benefit  to  the  trade  in  general  if  a 
sort  of  clearing  house  or  bureau  could  be  organ¬ 
ized  in  Chicago,  where  complaints  of  this  char¬ 
acter  could  be  registered  and  dealers  be  black¬ 
listed  who  reject  coal  without  just  cause.  It 
might  also  be  a  good  plan  to  have  the  producing 
companies  take  up  this  matter  with  their  salesmen 
and  see  that  they  are  instructed  to  refrain  from 
representing  their  product  as  superior  in  quality 
to  what  it  really  is.  There  is  a  crying  need  for 
action  of  some  kind  on  this  particular  phase  of 
the  business.  Yours  truly.  Salesman. 

V 

Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

Reported  by  W.  W.  Battle  &  Co.,  ship  and 
steamship  brokers.  Produce  Exchange,  New  York. 
There  is  still  a  scarcity  of  tonnage  available  for 
Cuban,  West  Indian  and  Mexican  freights,  and 
very  little  new  business  has  been  reported  in 
these  directions  during  the  past  week. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows:  $1.30  to  Havana  or  Matanzas;  $1.85 
to  Cardenas  or  Sagua;  $1.60  to  Cienfuegos; 
$1.60  to  Daiquiri;  $1.40(^1.45  to  Port  of  Spain; 
Trinidad;  $1.50  to  St.  Thomas;  $1.65  to  St.  Lucia; 
$1.60  to  Barbados;  $1.40(21.45  to  Kingston;  $1.50 
@1.55  to  Colon ;  $1.90(22.00  to  Demerara ;  $1.25 
and  p.  c.  to  Curacoa;  $1.45  to  Vera  Cruz;  $1.50 
to  Tampico;  9(2l0s  to  Buenos  Ayres;  lOtglls 
to  Rosario;  11s  6d  to  Santos;  10s  6d  to  Rio: 
$4.00  and  discharged  to  Manila;  10s  to  a  direct 
port  in  the  Mediterranean,  not  east  of  the  west 
coast  of  Italy,  Spain  e.xcluded. 

V 

The  Roby  Coal  Co.,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  recently 
increased  its  capital  stock  from  $400,000  to  $800,- 
000. 
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Reports  from  Leading 


Coal  Markets  of  the  East. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamonu, 
New  York,  August  10. 

There  is  no  indication  of  any  iinprovcinent  in 
tlie  anthracite  market  at  jiresent  and  conditions 
in  regard  to  it  remain  unchanged  from  those  that 
have  prevailed  for  several  weeks  past.  'I'he  month 
of  August  has  been  generally  considered  as  the 
turning  point  in  the  summer  dullness,  when  an 
increased  demand  for  early  fall  business  was  usu¬ 
ally  looked  forward  to,  and  to  an  extent  realized. 
What  the  month  may  develop  before  its  close 
is  somewhat  of  an  uncertainty.  While  a  few 
more  orders  may  become  available  during  this 
period  by  reason  of  the  ten  cent  discount  from 
the  circular  figures,  the  opinion  is  general  that 
there  will  be  no  material  increase  in  the  demand 
for  this  product  until  after  September  first.  'I'he 
features  of  the  market  this  year  differ  in  some 
respects  from  those  for  several  years  preceding, 
which  furnishes  an  explanation  for  the  present 
protracted  dullness. 

The  larger  producing  interests  having  noticed 
the  changed  conditions  through  their  selling 
agents  in  all  the  consuming  territory,  have  made 
a  close  inquiry  to  ascertain  the  causes.  These 
reports  vary  only  slightly  in  the  different  local¬ 
ities  and  are  to  the  effect  that  dealers  are  sup¬ 
plied  to  the  capacity  of  their  storage  yards,  and 
are  unable  to  take  on  more  coal  until  a  portion 
of  these  stocks  is  moved  out. 

'I'his  indicates  the  fact  which  is  complained  of 
by  the  dealers,  that  the  consuming  public  has  not 
taken  the  tonnage  of  coal  that  is  usual  up  to  this 
time  of  the  year.  Dilatory  buying  by  consumers 
has  been  perceptible  since  early  in  the  season,  in 
consequence  of  which  orders  are  naturally  very 
slack  at  present.  A  revival  in  the  demand  is  en¬ 
tirely  dependent  upon  the  resumption  of  in¬ 
creased  requirements  by  the  consuming  trade, 
which  will  be  regulated  by  weather  conditions. 

Movement  of  Anthracite  Is  Restricted. 

The  present  movement  of  coal  is  quite  slack 
in  all  directions,  and  there  is  no  redeeming  fea¬ 
ture,  unless  it  is  found  in  the  hope  for  an  active 
fall  and  winter  demand,  which  is  likely  to  be 
verified.  On  the  more  popular  sizes,  with  the  cur¬ 
tailed  production  at  the  mines,  there  is  about 
enough  business  to  absorb  the  coal  coming  for- 
w'ard,  but  the  other  sizes  are  heavy,  and  a  pro¬ 
portion  of  this  tonnage  is  going  into  storage  to 
avoid  delays  in  unloading  the  cars.  At  tunes  a 
few  more  orders  are  sent  in,  principally  from  the 
New  England  territory.  'Fhe  all-rail  line  busi¬ 


ness  between  mines  and  tide  is  slack,  though  it 
is  being  taken  care  of  promptly  with  the  good 
shipping  facilities  available,  leaving  shijiiicrs  w'ith 
but  few  orders  for  future  delivery. 

Trade  eastward  continues  quiet,  but  much  is  ex¬ 
pected  of  this  territory  when  it  commences  to 
huy  coal,  and  it  is  likely  to  be  one  of  the  first 
to  show  greater  activity;  The  output  of  the 
collieries  is  being  constantly  restricted  by  shut¬ 
downs  of  individual  operations  for  repairs,  lack 
of  cars  for  loading,  and  in  some  instances  an  en¬ 
tire  cessation  of  operations  is  made  effective  for 
several  days  or  a  week,  as  is  necessary.  'I'his  is 
true  during  the  current  week,  and  President 
Roosevelt’s  visit  to  the  region  on  'I'hursday  will 
no  doubt  result  in  an  additional  day  of  idleness 
for  the  men,  who  would  otherwise  be  employed. 
Anthracite  shipments  for  the  month  of  July 
amounted  to  4,.'54(),000  tons,  as  compared  with 
4,1)23,237  tons  for  the  corresponding  month  last 
year.  For  the  year  to  date  the  shipments  aggre¬ 
gate  3,'),2()2.;)'J7  tons,  as  compared  with  33,tf80,434 
tons  for  the  same  period  of  l‘.)04.  'I'he  steam 
sizes  in  the  finer  descriptions  are  moving  off 
quite  freely  and  prices  are  well  maintained.  Pea 
and  buckw'heat  are  inclined  to  be  heavy,  being 
affected  by  the  reduction  of  price  made  by  indi¬ 
vidual  producers. 

Features  of  Seaboard  Bituminous  Trade. 

I'he  Atlantic  seaboard  bituminous  coal  trade 
seems  to  be  in  a  more  or  less  anomalous  position. 
Some  districts  report  plenty  of  business,  while 
others  are  dull.  'I'he  shippers  at  the  'Virginia 
cape  ports  have  plenty  of  orders,  due  to  the 
price  arrangement  which  was  put  in  effect  on 
April  first  advancing  the  cost  of  coal  ten  cents 
per  ton  on  September  first.  Consumers  are  ac¬ 
cordingly  fore-handed  in  placing  their  orders  at 
this  time  to  take  advantage  of  this  margin  in 
cost,  as  well  as  the  lower  ocean  freights  now 
prevailing.  Other  regions  report  dullness,  yet  it 
is  noticed  that  a  fair  number  of  orders  are  com¬ 
ing  into  the  hands  of  the  producers  from  sucli 
territory,  which  permits  of  their  putting  out  a 
good  tonnage.  It  is  anticipated  that  to  procure 
these  orders  more  urging  is  required  than  usual, 
and  in  consequence  business  is  developing  slower. 

'fhe  chief  stagnation  during  the  dull  period  is 
in  connection  with  the  poorer  grades  of  coal,  as 
usual.  'Where  consumers  can  procure  coal  of  the 
better  grades  at  the  same  prices  that  usually  pre¬ 
vail  on  the  poorer  in  normal  times  they,  of 
course,  take  the  better  coals  in  preference,  forcing 
down  the  other  descriptions  in  price  or  prevent¬ 
ing  their  sale.  'I'his  continues  until  prices  go 


below  cost,  when  it  is  only  a  question  of  keeping 
the  mines  running  at  a  loss  rather  than  shutting 
them  down.  'I'onnagc  upon  contracts  is  reaching 
shippers’  hands  more  freely  than  heretofore,  but 
the  transient  trade  is  still  dull.  The  season,  how¬ 
ever,  is  rapidly  approaching  when  more  business 
will  develop  in  th  s  class  of  trade,  and  some  pro¬ 
ducers  are  reaching  that  point  where  they  will 
refuse  to  accept  further  new  business.  It  is  not 
unlikely  that  those  who  have  postponed  making 
contracts,  to  obtain  the  advantages  of  the  low 
summer  prices,  will  have  to  pay  higher  prices 
and  possibly  contract  on  lower  grades  of  coal 
than  they  anticipated. 

Far  Fast  Trade  Is  Fair. 

I'rade  in  the  far  east  is  taking  a  fair  tonnage 
of  coal,  yet  the  market  is  reported  in  some  quar¬ 
ters  as  being  dull.  Consumers  of  large  capacity 
and  those  at  shoal-water  and  out-of-the-way- 
points  have  been  taking  coal  freely  and  their 
storage  capacity  is  well  supplied.  In  some  cases 
they  are  exceeding  the  monthly  quotas  called  for 
by  their  contracts.  'I'his  has  been  satisfactory 
to  shippers  up  to  the  present,  but  they  will  no 
doubt  be  inclined  to  I  mit  these  deliveries  as 
business  increases. 

Ocean  freights  have  been  favorable  to  this  mar¬ 
ket,  but  there  are  signs  at  some  shipping  ports 
of  more  firmness.  Trade  along  the  sound  shows 
an  improvement  in  some  quarters  and  there  are 
increased  requirements  for  coal  in  this  territory, 
with  sound  barges  short  of  orders.  The  opinion 
is  that  this  will  shortly  change  when  facilities 
will  not  be  as  good  as  they  are  now.  New  York 
harbor  trade  is  quiet.  Prices  are  low,  some  of 
the  lower  grades  reaching  down  toward  $3.10; 
the  ordinary  steam  grades  rule  at  $2.25@2.40 
f.  o.  b.  the  shipping  ports.  .All-rail  business  is 
good.  Some  localities  report  an  increased  de¬ 
mand  and  activity. 

'I'ransportation  has  been  generally  slower,  es¬ 
pecially  on  the  Pennsylvania  radroad.  This  was 
unexpected  and  shippers  are  worried  to  fill  or¬ 
ders.  Car  supply  is  short  on  some  lines  through 
western  freights  interfering. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  rates  are  in¬ 
clined  to  be  firmer  at  the  lower  ports.  New 
York  harbor  vessels  refuse  to  take  under  50  cents 
around  the  cape,  and  securing  no  charters  are 
sailing  light  for  the  east.  Philadelphia  quotes 
rates  as  follows:  Boston,  Salem  and  Portland, 
65@70c  ;  Lynn,  Saco  and  Gardiner,  90c,  with  tow¬ 
age  to  the  two  latter  ports :  sound  ports.  55c ; 
Newburyport,  80c;  Portsmouth  and  Bath,  TOc ; 
Bangor,  85c. 


Market  ^fews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  10. —  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — There  is  continued  quiet  in  the  anthra¬ 
cite  market.  This  is  not  only  true  of  line  and 
retail  business,  but  the  lake  forwarding  has  fallen 
off  to  a  degree  which  is  particularly  noticeable. 
Following  a  July  forwarding  which  was  really 
above  normal,  August  starts  in  with  a  scarcity 
of  business,  a  lessened  activity  which  was  not 
really  anticipated.  Of  course  this  condition  is 
the  result  of  a  reduced  mine  output  and  lack 
of  demand  at  the  upper  lake  ports.  In  fact,  as 
previously  stated  in  this  correspondence,  there 
has  been  no  demand  or  any  sales  at  the  water 
ports,  nearly  all  the  coal  going  forward  being 
stored  at  company  docks  at  the  various  ports. 

Showing  as  to  Collections. 

Coal  men  are  congratulating  themselves  on  the 
improvement  which  has  been  shown  during  the 
past  two  years  in  the  matter  of  collections.  The 
vigorous  policy  adopted  of  granting  short  credits 
or  cutting  off  the  supply  has  evidently  had  a 
healthy  influence,  and  the  old  complaint  of  bad 
accounts  is  now  seldom  heard,  'llvs  is  to  the 
credit  of  the  coal  organizations,  which  have 
served  to  bring  the  dealers  into  closer  relations 
and  a  better  understanding  of  the  'necessities  of 
the  business. 

No  trouble  is  being  experienced  in  securing  all 


the  vessel  tonnage  required  for  the  present  move¬ 
ment,  though  when  the  grain  crop  is  fairly  start¬ 
ed  it  is  expected  that  both  cars  and  cargo  tonnage 
will  be  at  a  premium.  But  that  is  in  the  future 
and  the  philosophical  shipper  is  not  worrying.  A 
good  fall  trade  is  anticipated  and  agents  believe 
they  will  be  able  to  handle  all  that  comes  their 
way. 

Lake  Slilpments  Show  an  Increase. 

Shipments  for  the  past  seven  days  by  lake 
amounted  to  97,065  tons  as  against  144,559  tons 
for  the  same  period  last  year,  but  were  29.890 
tons  greater  than  in  1903.  The  tonnage  for¬ 
warded  to  the  various  ports  was  as  follows: 


Port.  Tons. 

Chicago  . 40,190 

Gladstone  . 2,000 

Superior  . 15,200 

Windsor  . 1,075 

Milwaukee  . 27,650 

Duluth  .  3,200 

Sault  Ste.  Marie  .  2,400 

.Amherstburg  .  1.100 

Sheboygan  . ' .  2,600 

Bay  City  .  1,650 


'I'otals . 97,065 


But  after  all  this  rate  of  shipment,  if  main¬ 
tained,  will  result  in  a  rather  creditable  .August 
showing. 

There  will  be  during  the  month  more  or  less 
closing  down  of  mines  for  the  season’s  repairs 
and  no  activity  in  the  trade  is  promised  before 
September  first.  That  none  is  e.xpected  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  most  of  the  coal  dealers  who  arc 
away  on  vacat'ons  are  not  planning  to  return  to 
their  offices  much  before  the  first.  Local  retail 
trade  was  never  more  quiet  and  the  retail  trestles 
are  idle. 

Improvement  In  Bituminous  Demand. 

Bituminous  sales  agents  report  cont'nued  im¬ 
provement  in  their  market.  One  of  the  sur¬ 
prises  to  the  dealers  has  been  the  fact  that  not¬ 
withstanding  the  decided  weakness  of  screened 
and  mine-run  grades  of  B’tuminous,  slack  con¬ 
tinues  in  good  and  increasing  demand  at  prices 
ten  to  fifteen  cents  higher  than  last  year  at  this 
time. 

"I'liere  has  been  a  constant  increase  in  the  de¬ 
mand  for  slack  for  several  years.  Particularly  in 
Canada  is  this  true,  small  sizes  of  coal  coming 
into  use  more  and  more.  The  import  duty  in 
Canada  on  mine  run  and  large  sizes  is  fifty-three 
cents  per  ton.  while  the  duty  on  slack  is  only  ten 
cents  a  ton  ad  valorem,  on  all  that  portion  of 
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a  car  that  will  run  below  one-half  inch  mesh,  but 
a  general  average  is  arrived  at  figuring  from  a 
three-quarter  inch  mesh  basis,  making  the  duty 
on  this  grade  about  twenty-one  cents  per  ton. 
Thus  the  use  of  the  smaller  grades  serves  to 
reduce  the  price  delivered  and  Canadian  consum¬ 
ers  are  not  slow  to  take  advantage  of  the  op¬ 
portunity  for  economy  presented. 

Particularly  have  the  largest  consumers  been 
'  alive  to  the  situation  and  are  equipping  their 
boilers  with  patent  stokers  and  grate  bars  adapt¬ 
ed  to  burning  the  small  sizes.  The  same  rule  is 
being  adopted  by  the  large  manufacturers  and 
corporations  in  Buffalo  and  they  are  equipping 
or  preparing  to  equip  their  plants  with  furnaces 
suitable  for  burning  slack.  It  is  believed  that 
very  soon  all  the  principal  concerns  will  be  burn¬ 
ing  small  size  coal  entirely. 

More  Fine  Coal  Is  Required. 

Efforts  are  being  made  to  change  the  system 
of  firing  at  the  city  water  works  pumping  station 
in  accordance  with  this  plan.  At  present  the 
plant  requires  40,000  tons  of  mine  run  coal  yearly. 
It  is  argued  that  equipped  with  the  automatic 
stokers  and  proper  grates,  $10,000  a  year  could 
be  saved  to  the  city  in  this  one  department,  in 
fuel  alone.  An  objection  which  has  hampered  the 
city  officials  more  than  any  other,  has  been  raised 
by  the  members  of  organized  labor  who  hold 
that  the  introduction  of  the  automatic  stokers 
would  be  an  invasion  of  their  rights,  as  several 
men’s  services  could  be  thereby  dispensed  with. 

It  is  stated  that  the  offices  of  the  Pittsburg, 
Shawmut  &  Northern,  at  St.  Mary’s,  Pa.,  will 
soon  be  transferred  to  Angelica,  where  acting 
president  and  receiver,  F.  Sullivan  Smith  will  es¬ 
tablish  headquarters.  Many  improvements  and 
extensions  are  planned  under  the  proposed  reor¬ 
ganization,  which,  when  completed  will  give  the 
Shawmut  a  very  valuable  strategic  position.  Of¬ 
ficers  of  the  Shawmut  Coal  Co.,  Shawmut  Mining 
Co.,  and  the  Shawmut  Commercial  Co.,  which 
controls  the  sale  of  provisions  at  the  mines,  state 
that  the  appointment  of  a  receiver  for  the  road 
will  not  affect  the  conduct  of  their  respective 
departments. 

B.  U.  Taylor,  of  Olean,  director  of  the  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  As¬ 
sociation  ;  John  C.  Moore  of  Manistee,  Mich., 
and  Martin  L'pslinger,  of  Saginaw,  were  visitors 
in  the  city  this  week. 


V 

The  Baltimore  Shipping  Trade. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  August  10. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  growing  importance  of  Balti¬ 
more  as  a  coal  shipping  port  is  one  which  thus 
far  has  been  given  a  comparatively  scant  recogni¬ 
tion.  Although  it  ranks  third  in  the  list  of  At¬ 
lantic  seaboard  .points  in  this  particular,  never¬ 
theless  the  business  is  one  that  is  growing  into 
pretentious  proportions.  The  total  shipments  an¬ 
nually  for  the  past  two  years  by  tide  and  line 
from  this  city  have  aggregated  over  2.000,000  tons. 
The  increase  during  the  past  seven  months  of 
the  current  fiscal  year  has  been  easily  in  excess 
of  ten  per  cent  over  the  shipments  of  the  corre¬ 
sponding  months  of  the  year  preceding.  Local 
coal  men  generally  are  very  optimistic  over  the 
place  that  Baltimore  is  destined  to  take  as  a 
shipping  point  in  this  business.  With  the  almost 
virgin  coal  fields  of  West  Virginia  awaiting  de¬ 
velopment,  Baltimore,  which  is  the  natural  tide¬ 
water  port  for  this  product,  has  a  bright  future 
along  this  line. 

For  the  past  decade  the  annual  shipments  from 
this  city  have  shown  a  uniform  increase.  With 
the  advent  of  the  Wabash  railroad  at  Baltimore 
tidewater  came  more  shipments,  and  the  figures 
for  the  annual  tonnage  took  a  big  jump.  The 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  with  main  offices  in  this 
city,  is  the  largest  single  shipper  of  coal  here 
and  is  one  of  the  largest  concerns  in  the  United 
States.  C.  von  H.  Kalkman,  the  local  manager 
of  the  sales  department,  in  discussing  the  coal 
situation  here  took  a  very  hopeful  view. 

Coal  Shipments  at  Tide  Increase. 

He  said :  “More  coal  is  being  shipped  from 
Baltimore  than  ever  before  in  the  city’s  history. 
This  has  proved  itself  to  be  an  excellent  year  for 
the  coal  business  locally.  More  coal  is  being 
moved  than  ever  before ;  more  coal  is  being  con¬ 


sumed  by  manufactories  and  railroad  companies ; 
and  the  year  has  not  been  marked  by  any  serious 
labor  troubles.  In  the  coal  regions  the  men  are 
at  work  and  are  satisfied  with  conditions.  We 
have  had  nothing  to  contend  with  like  the  textile 
strike  in  the  New  England  cities  last  year.  The 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.  ships  monthly  from  Bal¬ 
timore  by  tide  and  line  an  average  "of  from  100,- 
000  to  125,000  tons,  although  this  is  but  a  small 
part,  comparatively,  of  the  company’s  business. 

“Our  shipments  to  the  New  England  states  by 
our  fleet  of  ocean  going  tugs  and  barges  will  av¬ 
erage  approximately,  if  not  quite,  20.000  tons  per 
week.  Other  coal  goes  to  Cuba,  to  Cavite  in  the 
Philippines,  to  Mexico,  to  Brazil  and  to  Argen¬ 
tina,  while  some  shipments  are  made  around 
Cape  Horn  to  Chile.” 

The  largest  record  dump  at  one  pier  in  a 
single  day  is  claimed  by  this  company,  when,  on 
October  thirty-first,  1904,  15,413  tons  were  dumped 
at  Curtis  Bay. 

Considerable  interest  is  being  manifested  in 
financial  circles  over  the  proposed  plan  of  the 
Alabama  Consolidated  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  to  increase 
its  output.  As  there  are  a  number  of  Balti¬ 
moreans  interested  in  the  corporation  the  infor¬ 
mation  is  taken  as  a  first-class  omen  of  the 
money-making  powers  of  the  company.  It  is 
stated  that  the  company  usually  makes  its  im¬ 
provements  from  its  earnings.  It  has  just  let 
contracts  for  building  100  new  coke  ovens,  which 
will  bring  the  total  number  up  to  865,  with  an 
annual  output  of  300  000  to  350,000  tons  of  coke. 
Provision  is  being  made  to  increase  the  com¬ 
pany’s  coal  production  from  the  present  annual 
rate  of  about  700,000  tons  to  800,000  or  1,000,000. 
The  work  on  the  new  iron  furnace  is  rapidly  ad¬ 
vancing,  and  it  will  be  blown  in  sometime  in 
January. 

Recent  Charters  Reported. 

Among  the  recent  charters  reported  are  the 
following :  Steamer  Baron  Cawdor,  British,  2,053 
tons,  Baltimore  or  Philadelphia  to  Manila,  gov¬ 
ernment  account,  $4.35,  August  loading ;  steamer 
Goodwin,  British,  2,832  tons,  Baltimore  to  Manila, 
private  terms ;  schooner  George  W.  Wells,  2,743 
tons,  Baltimore  to  Boston,  75  cents ;  steamer  St. 
Gothard,  Baltimore  to  Tampico,  private  terms ; 
schooner  Dorothy  Bele,  447  tons,  and  barges  Julia 
Rollins,  Philadelphia  to  Jacksonville,  85  cents; 
schooner  Isabelle  Gill,  525  tons,  Norfolk  to 
Charleston,  private  terms ;  schooner  The  Jose¬ 
phine,  563  tons,  Philadelphia  to  Mayport,  85 
cents;  schooner  Ada  F.  Brown,  2,294  tons,  Bal¬ 
timore  to  Portland,  75  cents ;  British  steamer 
Tripoli,  1,687  tons,  coke,  Baltimore  to  Tampico, 
private  terms;  schooner  Marcus  L.  Urann,  1,576 
tons',  Baltimore  to  Boston,  private  terms ;  steamer 
Augusta  H,  Babcock,  1,299  tons,  Norfolk  to 
Bangor,  private  terms ;  schooner  Fannie  Reiche, 
440  tons,  Baltimore  to  Charleston,  private  terms ; 
schooner  (unnamed),  600  tons,  Baltimore  to 
Rockland,  85  cents.  The  United  States  naval 
collier  Ajax  to  load  at  Curtis  Bay  for  the  West 
Indies. 

J.  H.  Wheelwright,  vice-president  of  the  Con¬ 
solidation  Coal  Co.,  who  was  recently  operated 
upon  for  appendicitis  at  the  Johns  Hopkins  hos¬ 
pital  here,  is  now  rapidly  recovering. 

The  large  new  steel  tug  to  be  built  for  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  will  be  named  the 
Hugh  L.  Bond,  after  the  chief  counsel  of  the 
system. 

V 

The  ?iew  England  Trade. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Aug.  11. —  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — There  is  but  little  demand  for  anthracite 
in  this  market,  and  the  listless  condition  that  has 
prevailed  for  several  weeks  past  continues  to  be 
reported.  Dealers  generally  arc  well  supplied, 
with  coal  going  out  slowly  to  consumers,  making 
orders  to  the  wholesale  trade  very  scarce,  and 
comparatively  little  business  is  being  transacted 
at  the  moment.  Some  of  the  New  England  line 
points  are  developing  a  few  more  orders  which, 
though  not  large  in  volume,  are  very  acceptable 
to  shippers,  who  are  grateful  for  small  favors  in 
these  times,  as  it  helps  to  relieve  them  of  just  so 
much  coal,  standing  in  cars.  It  is  anticipated  that 
this  class  of  trade  will  now  continue  to  improve, 
as  stocks  in  dealers'  yards  arc  said  to  be  light, 
and  the  first  evidence  of  an  increased  demand 
from  the  consuming  trade  should  be  reflected  in 
the  wholesale  market  for  a  considerable  amount 


of  business.  Consumption  is  practically  nil,  with 
the  high  range  of  temperature  prevailing,  when 
little  fuel  of  any  kind  is  needed,  and  possibly 
gas  and  oil  are  given  the  pnference,  owing  to 
their  convenience  for  temporary  fires,  and  being 
less  heating.  With  a  moderation  in  weather, 
however,  this  condition  will  immediately  change 
for  an  increased  consumption  of  coal,  which  is 
anxiously  looked  forward  to  by  all  selling  inU:r- 
ests.  More  coal  has  gone  into  stock  at  the  stor¬ 
age  places  along  the  coast,  and  some  of  them  are 
fairly  well  filled  up  with  the  various  sizes,  stove 
coal  predominating.  At  retail  business  is  light 
and  the  customary  dullness  of  August  is  preva¬ 
lent,  there  being  no  inducement  at  this  time  to 
purchase  coal,  as  prices  do  not  advance  at  retail 
until  October.  There  is  a  slight  increase  in  the 
demand  for  bituminous  coal,  which  is  more  or 
less  influenced  by  the  conditions  confronting  this 
industry,  than  for  any  actual  needs  at  the  mo¬ 
ment.  No  doubt  the  larger  supply  of  orders  be¬ 
ing  placed  for  shipment  on  the  Virginia  cape 
coals  is  due  to  the  advance  in  price  of  ten  cents 
per  ton,  effective  on  September  first.  The  vessel 
situation  is  also  a  factor  in  developing  the  mar¬ 
ket,  the  low  rates  inducing  in  the  aggregate  a 
considerable  tonnage,  that  would  otherwise  have 
been  delayed  until  the  fall  months.  Indeed  the 
fear  of  higher  water  freights  is  already  realized 
in  an  advance  of  five  and  ten  cents  per  ton  dur¬ 
ing  the  week,  and  these  are  likely  to  further  in¬ 
crease  as  the  market  strengthens  and  unfavorable 
weather  prevails,  possibly  attaining  the  rate  of 
n  nety  cents,  which  was  effective  last  year.  Nor¬ 
folk  and  Newport  News  are  reported  as  short 
of  coal  and  vessel  tonnage  is  accumulating  at 
these  ports  far  in  excess  of  the  shipments  arriv¬ 
ing  at  them.  The  lower  grades  of  coal  coming 
from  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  rail¬ 
roads  are  not  showing  the  same  increase  in  de¬ 
mand,  and  trade  on  them  is  quite  slack,  though 
few  spot  cargoes  are  shipped  on  this  market. 
The  Sound  business  is  somewhat  improved,  in 
both  actual  shipments  and  inquiry  for  requisi¬ 
tions.  Barges  are  in  good  supply  for  this  class 
of  trade  and  rates  continue  low,  but  this  must 
change  soon,  which  is  seemingly  anticipated  by 
the  consuming  interests  placing  orders.  Vessel 
rates  are  quoted  at  65@70  cents  from  the  lower 
ports  to  Boston.  New  York  is  50  cents  around 
the  cape. 

V 

Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 


The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  & 
Coal  Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  trans¬ 
ported  over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  August 
fifth,  the  corresponding  week  last  year,  the  year 
to  date  and  the  corresponding  period  in  1904 : 


Cumber- 

Broad  Top.  land. 

Week  ending  Aug.  5,  1905.  10,404  19, .387 

Corresponding  week,  1904..  7,713  22,285 

Total  for  year  1905 . 399,409  540,790 

Corresponding  jieriod,  1904.370,419  045,038 


Total. 

29,852 

29,999 

940,190 

1.021,458 


V 

Pennsylvania  Shipments. 

Shipments  of  coal  and  coke  originating  on  the 
lines  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  east  of  Erie 
and  Pittsburg,  for  the  week  ending  July  twenty- 
ninth,  amounted  to  904,387  tons,  divided  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

1905.  1905.  1904. 

Week  ending  Year  to  Year  to 
July  29.  July  29.  July  30. 


.Anthracite  coal  .  01,924  2,000,984  2,010,530 

llituminous  coal  . 033,242  10,208,750  15,385.045 

Coke  . 209,221  0,200,007  4,855,000 


Total  . 904,387  25,130,407  22,851,187 


V 

The  report  of  the  tonnage  of  coal  received  at 
Milwaukee  up  to  August  first  and  for  the  month 
of  July  is'  interesting  as  showing  the  volume  of 
coal  tonnage  that  has  been  forwarded  to  the 
great  lakes.  For  July  the  bituminous  tonnage 
this  year  utis  209,025  tons,  making  a  total  of 
727,539  tons  for  the  year  up  to  .August  first.  For 
the  same  period  last  year  tlie  receipts  at  Mil¬ 
waukee  were  382,071  tons.  The  July  receipts 
of  anthracite  were  120,026  tons,  making  a  total 
up  to  .August  first  of  348,185  tons  as  compared 
with  only  258,027  tons  up  to  .August  first  of  last 
year.  It  must  be  evident  from  these  figures  that 
the  receipts  of  coal  thus  far  the  present  season 
at  that  point  have  been  considerably  heavier  than 
they  were  a  year  ago. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


J.  E.  Wilson,  representing  Hite  &  Rafetto  of 
Philadelphia,  at  New  York,  is  now  located  at 
room  205,  No.  1  Broadway. 

Harry  Sweet,  identified  with  the  steamship  de¬ 
partment  of  Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr  at  New 
York,  left  on  a  two  weeks’  vacation  trip  on  Fri¬ 
day  of  this  week. 

L.  A.  Powelson,  assistant  general  sales  agent 
of  the  Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  New 
York,  is  spending  the  week  at  the  seashore  on 
Long  Island,  where  Mrs.  Powelson  has  been  stop¬ 
ping  for  some  time. 

C.  J.  Wittenberg,  president  of  the  Chesapeake 
&  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  New  York,  returned 
the  first  of  the  week  from  a  trip  to  Hot  Springs, 
Va.,  and  the  New  River  coal  fields,  where  his 
company  has  large  interests. 

John  P.  Green,  first  vice-president,  and  S.  M. 
Prevost,  third  vice-president  of  the  Pennsylvania 
railroad,  left  on  a  month’s  vacation  the  latter 
part  of  the  week.  Mr.  Green  went  to  his  summer 
home  on  Long  Island  at  Jamestown,  and  Mr. 
Prevost  is  enjoying  a  cruise  in  his  yacht,  the 
Wild  Duck. 

D.  G.  Thompson,  traffic  manager  of  the  Beech 
Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  New  York,  spent  several 
days  of  last  week  on  a  business  trip  in  the  in¬ 
terest  of  the  company  to  up  state  points.  He 
reports  trade  conditions  in  that  territory  as  being 
very  quiet,  but  the  indications  are  for  a  better 
demand  later  in  the  month. 

N.  W.  Anthony,  president  of  the  North  Amer¬ 
ican  Coal  Co.,  New  York,  who  has  been  abroad 
since  early  in  May,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  An¬ 
thony,  making  a  tour  of  Europe,  sailed  on  the 
steamship  Kaiser  Wilhelm  II,  from  Cherbourg, 
on  August  second  for  home.  He  is  due  to  ar¬ 
rive  at  New  York  the  middle  of  this  week. 

President  A.  J.  Cassatt  of  the  Pennsylvania 
railroad,  who  is  spending  the  summer  at  Bar  Har¬ 
bor,  Maine,  won  the  raceabout  match  of  Saturday, 
defeating  the  Teklina,  sailed  by  E.  G.  Fabbri,  by 
half  a  minute.  Mr.  Cassatt’s  yacht  Scud  came 
in  fifth  in  the  third  regular  yacht  race  of  the 
summer  series  Wednesday  afternoon  of  last  week. 

W.  A.  Haupt,  New  York  manager  of  the  South 
Fork  Coal  Mining  Co.,  has  spent  several  weeks 
with  his  parents  at  Atlantic  City,  N.  J.,  who  own 
a  summer  cottage  at  that  place.  During  the  hot 
weather  he  will  continue  to  make  end  of  the 
week  visits  there,  remaining  over  Sunday  to 
enjoy  a  few  days  of  recreation  while  business  is 
dull. 

George  D.  Watt,  general  manager  of  the  Loyal 
Hanna  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  at  Philadelphia,  was  in 
New  York  the  past  week  on  a  business  trip  in  the 
interest  of  the  company,  which  also  maintains  an 
office  in  this  city.  The  latter  is  under  the  man¬ 
agement  of  Ralph  Neilson,  who  has  developed 
a  large  business  on  the  company’s  high  grade 
products. 

George  A.  Mcllroy,  general  manager  of  Par¬ 
rish,  Phillips  &  Co.,  New  York,  accornpanied  by 
Mrs.  Mcllroy,  are  now  residing  at  their  camp  in 
the  Adirondacks,  where  they  will  remain  during 
the  warm  season.  Being  closely  confined  to 
business  duties  throughout  the  year,  Mr.  Mcll¬ 
roy  usually  takes  occasion  at  this  time  to  spend 
a  month  or  six  weeks  in  recreation  at  his  camp. 

W.  G.  Kuhn  of  Pittsburg,  president  of  the 
United  Coal  Co.,  has  taken  the  H.  B.  Claflin  cot¬ 
tage  at  South  Hampton,  Conn.,  for  the  summer 
and  has  removed  his  family  there  to  enjoy  the 
seashore  temperature.  His  secretary,  Jerome 
Hill,  Jr.,  is  temporarily  making  his  headquarters 
at  the  company’s  office,  17  Battery  place.  New 
York,  to  give  attention  to  Mr.  Kuhn’s  important 
business. 

The  whaleback  steamer  Bay  View  and  two 
steel  whaleback  barges,  recently  brought  from 
the  great  lakes,  making  their  maiden  coasting  trip 
loaded  with  coal,  went  ashore  on  Race  Point,  on 
Fisher’s  Island,  Monday  of  this  week.  Little  hope 
of  getting  them  off  is  reported.  One  barge  has 
cargo  for  New  London,  while  the  other  is  for  an 
eastern  port.  Rounding  Montauk  Point  the 


steamer  and  tow  grounded  in  the  dense  fog  early 
in  the  morning.  Each  has  a  hole  in  her  hull  and 
is  filled  with  water.  A  wrecking  company  has 
three  tugs  and  three  lighters  at  the  scene  and 
is  taking  out  the  coal  from  the  boats.  The  barges 
and  steamer  belong  to  a  Boston  Barge  Co. 

President  George  F.  Baer,  of  the  Philadelphia 
&  Reading  railway,  who  is  on  a  trip  to  the  west¬ 
ern  coast,  spent  the  latter  part  of  last  week  at 
the  Lewis  and  Clark  exposition  at  Portland.  He 
is  due  to  arrive  at  Yellowstone  park  on  August 
ninth,  and  will  remain  there  until  the  sixteenth 
of  the  month.  On  leaving  there  he  will  start  on 
his  trip  homeward,  and  expects  to  reach  Phila¬ 
delphia  about  August  twentieth. 

The  Beech  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  of  New 
York  has  been  obliged  to  increase  its  office  space 
to  facilitate  the  handling  of  its  increased  business. 
Another  large  room  adjoining  its  present  suite, 
on  the  third  floor  of  the  Whitehall  building,  has 
been  added.  The  new  quarters  will  be  occupied 
by  D.  G.  Thompson,  the  traffic  manager,  and  G. 
M.  Norris,  sales  agent,  they  having  been  badly 
crowded  lately,  interfering  with  their  work. 

William  Griffith,  of  Scranton,  Pa.,  a  well-known 
mining  engineer  and  geologist,  has  been  engaged 
by  a  number  of  capitalists  to  examine  and  report 
on  the  possibilities  of  the  Matanuska  coal  fields, 
located  in  southeast  Alaska,  the  idea  being  to 
develop  them  to  supply  the  Pacific  trade  with  coal 
for  steam  purposes.  It  is  said  there  is  an  im¬ 
mense  deposit  of  bituminous  coal  there  and  that 
it  is  of  a  superior  quality.  Mr.  Griffith  started 
on  his  expedition  August  first. 

President  L.  E.  Johnson,  of  the  Norfolk  & 
Western  railroad,  who  has  been  abroad  for  about 
two  months,  returned  by  the  steamship  Oceanic 
last  week.  Mr.  Johnson,  on  his  trip  in  Europe, 
make  a  study  of  railroad  methods,  but  says  he 
was  unable  to  find  any  methods  that  were  better 
than  those  in  use  in  the  United  States.  After 
attending  a  meeting  of  the  executive  officers  .of 
the  company  at  Philadelphia  he  immediately  left 
for  his  home  in  Roanoke,  Va. 

A.  R.  Anthony,  vice-president  of  the  North 
American  Coal  Co.,  New  York,  returned  via  the 
steamship  Minneapolis  on  Wednesday  of  last 
week,  from  Europe,  where  he  enjoyed  a  vacation 
of  two  months.  He  remained  at  New  York  for 
several  days,  attending  to  business  matters  for 
the  company,  in  the  absence  of  his  brother,  and 
then  left  for  his  home  at  Montrose,  Pa.  Mr. 
Anthony  has  the  entire  management  of  the  an¬ 
thracite  washeries  of  the  company,  which,  through 
his  own  inventions  and  devices  have  attained  a 
high  degree  of  efficiency. 

It  was  reported  by  an  eastern  contemporary 
last  week  that  the  Consolidation  Coal  Co.  had 
leased  its  coal  pockets  at  Hoboken  to  the  L. 
Wertheim  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  This  is  officially 
denied  by  the  company,  which  states  that  the  L. 
Wertheim  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  is  merely  acting  as 
its  agents  and  that  the  entire  business  of  the 
pockets  is  transacted  by  the  Consolidation  Coal 
Co.  Improvements  are  now  being  made  at  the 
pockets  to  increase  their  facilities  in  the  handling 
of  coal  by  installing  new  machinery.  They  will 
be  ready  in  about  a  month. 

Robert  K.  Forth,  who  formerly  represented 
Lynah  &  Reed  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  in  the  New 
York  market,  has  severed  his  connection  with 
this  firm  and  opened  offices  on  the  third  floor  of 
No.  1  Broadway,  New  York,  where  he  will  do 
business  on  his  own  account.  Mr.  Forth  has  se¬ 
cured  the  selling  agency  for  New  York  of  several 
high  grade  coals,  including  Somerset,  Clearfield, 
Big  Vein  Georges  Creek  and  gas  coals.  He  has 
had  a  wide  experience  in  the  trade,  which  has 
secured  for  him  many  friends,  facilitating  his 
efforts  in  marketing  these  products. 

Walter  B.  Kerr,  who,  up  to  this  time  has  been 
identified  with  the  Beech  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
left  on  Thursday  of  last  week  for  Chicago,  to  take 
up  his  new  duties  as  treasurer  of  the  recently 
formed  O’Gara  Coal  Co.,  where  he  will  be  per¬ 
manently  located  in  the  future.  Mr.  Kerr,  while 
only  one  year  in  the  trade,  has  had  valuable 
experience  in  most  of  the  departments,  including 


the  mining  of  coal.  For  the  past  six  months 
he  was  in  charge  of  the  company’s  business  at 
Bridgeport,  Conn.  He  is  an  able  young  man,  be¬ 
ing  a  graduate  of  Yale  University  of  the  class 
of  1903,  assuring  him  a  very  bright  future  in 
his  new  position. 

S.  D.  Warriner,  general  manager  of  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Coal  Co.,  and  a  member  of  the  concilia¬ 
tion  board,  representing  the  operators,  gave  out  an 
important  interview  at  Wilkesbarre  last  week  on 
the  relations  existing  between  the  operators  and 
miners.  He  said :  "1  do  not  believe  there  will 

be  any  trouble  at  the  conclusion  of  the  trade 
agreement  now  existing  between  the  coal  ope¬ 
rators  and  their  united  employes.  I  believe  that 
a  board  of  conciliation  or  some  similar  body 
should  be  continued  in  operation,  and  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  every  man  interested  in  the  welfare 
of  this  industry  to  decry  the  talk  of  a  strike, 
which  is  now  being  so  freely  circulated  in  the 
press.” 

The  Carbondale  Coal  Co.  has  just  been  incor¬ 
porated  under  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Car¬ 
bondale.  The  purpose  of  the  company  is  to  de¬ 
velop  and  operate  a  tract  of  anthracite  coal  land 
lying  southeast  of  that  place,  which  it  has  pur¬ 
chased,  and  is  said  to  be  virgin  coal.  Plans  for 
a  breaker  are  completed  and  material  for  its 
construction  has  been  ordered.  The  mine  will  be 
worked  by  a  slope,  which  is  feasible  on  this  prop¬ 
erty,  making  it  more  economical  in  construction 
and  in  the  transportation  of  coai.  The  new  breaker 
will  connect  with  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Co. 
The  officers  of  the  company  are:  President, 
John  Boland ;  secretary,  John  Flannelly,  of  Dim- 
more;  treasurer,  H.  P.  Mellett.  The  other  di¬ 
rectors  are :  M.  B.  Casey,  A.  J.  Cawley  and 
Richard  Gilligan. 

Joel  R.  Ransom,  who  had  been  identified  with 
the  Columbia  Coal  Mining  Co.  as  New  York 
manager,  for  eight  years,  up  to  December  last, 
has  opened  an  office  in  suite  No.  24,  No.  1  Broad¬ 
way,  New  York,  to  enter  the  coal  business  on 
his  own  account.  Mr.  Ransom  has  been  fortu¬ 
nate  in  securing  the  selling  agency  of  the  King- 
wood  Coal  Co.  in  New  York  and  adjoining  ter¬ 
ritory  as  well  as  the  east.  The  Kin^ood  Coal 
Co.  owns  coal  mines  in  West  Virginia,  which 
have  been  in  operation  for  some  time,  and  is  also 
agent  for  the  Frostburg  Coal  Mining  Co.  of 
Barton,  Md.,  in  the  Georges  Creek  region,  and 
the  Blaine  Coal  Co.  of  W.  Va.  Mr.  Ransom  will 
sell  the  products  of  these  companies  in  the  above 
markets.  He  is  prominently  known  in  the  trade 
and  has  had  an  extensive  experience,  which  will 
greatly  aid  him  in  making  his  new  venture  a 
success. 

Experiments  are  now  being  made  by  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Navy  with  anthracite  as  a  fuel,  by 
the  vessels  of  the  North  Atlantic  fleet,  to  deter¬ 
mine  its  merits,  in  eliminating  the  smoke  that  is 
emitted  from  the  vessels.  A  quantity  of  both 
anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  has  been  secured 
for  the  purpose  of  making  these  tests,  which  are 
to  determine  whether  the  use  of  anthracite  alone 
is  necessary,  or  a  mixture  with  bituminous  will 
answer  the  purpose.  The  bureau  of  steam  en¬ 
gineering  is  also  considering  the  question  of  pos¬ 
sible  modifications  of  furnaces  to  meet  the  condi¬ 
tions  which  may  be  developed  in  the  fuel  tests. 
The  experiments  will  be  watched  with  considera¬ 
ble  interest  by  users  of  bituminous  coal,  where 
affecting  the  public  comfort,  as  to’  the  best  meth¬ 
ods  of  using  a  combination  of  these  fuels,  to 
eliminate  the  smoke  nuisance  where  it  is  op¬ 
posed  or  prohibited. 

V 

Seth  Hull,  a  well  known  coal  and  iron  man  of 
Cleveland  and  western  Pennsylvania,  died  at  his 
home  in  Cleveland,  120  Seedle  avenue,  recently. 
Extreme  old  age  was  the  cause  of  death.  Mr. 
Hull  removed  to  Cleveland  in  1884  and  had  been 
a  resident  of  that  city  ever  since.  He  was  born 
at  Sharon,  Pa.,  and  at  an  early  age  became 
prominently  identified  with  the  coal  and  iron  in¬ 
terests  of  the  Shenango  valley.  With  other  capi¬ 
talists  he  built  the  first  iron  furnace  at  Sharps- 
ville,  which  was  the  first  ever  built  north  of 
Pittsburg  and  west  of  the  Alleghenies. 
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Western  Retail  ^otes. 

Jacob  Pfalzgraf  of  Lewiston,  Minn.,  will  short¬ 
ly  build  a  new  coal  storage  shed  at  that  point. 

There  will  be  a  conference  of  coal  dealers  of 
Iowa,  Nebraska  and  Illinois  in  the  near  future 
at  Davenport,  Iowa. 

Henry  Rippe,  Madison,  S.  D.,  has  sold  out  his 
retail  coal  business  to  Thompson  &  Larkin,  who 
will  conduct  it  in  the  future. 

The  Robert  Hixon  Lumber  Co.  of  Uniopolis, 
Ohio,  will  conduct  a  general  lumber  and  coal 
business  at  Wapakoneta,  Ohio. 

The  Mutual  Elevator  Co.,  Oshkosh,  Ohio,  is 
putting  in  a  new  platform  scale  and  also  is 
building  a  warehouse  for  coal. 

John  Berry,  Creston,  Iowa,  was  awarded  the 
contract  for  furnishing  4,000  tons  of  coal  for  the 
state  hospital  at  Clarinda,  Iowa. 

Wm.  Winn,  Knoxville,  lo^wa,  hds  leased  the  coal 
yard  formerly  conducted  by  W.  A.  Gamble,  and 
will  conduct  the  business  in  the  future. 

Coal  dealers  at  Mt.  Ayr,  Iowa,  anticipate  a 
large  trade  this  fall  and  winter.  King  &  Stahl 
of  that  city  have  erected  a  new  coal  storage  shed. 

Beckley  &  Myers  of  Springfield,  Ohio,  have 
been  awarded  the  contract  for  furnishing  coal 
to  the  city  buildings,  the  price  being  $3.65  per 
ton. 

H.  Rippe  of  Fairmont,  Minn.,  was  recently 
awarded  the  contract  for  furnishing  200  tons  of 
Hocking  coal  for  the  local  school  district  at  $5.30 
per  ton. 

E.  T.  McDonald,  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  has  been 
awarded  the  contract  for  furnishing  that  city 
with  $1,500  tons  of  Youghiogheny  coal  at  $3.6.3 
per  ton. 

The  J.  F.  Anderson  Lumber  Co.,  Mitchell  S. 
D.,  was  awarded  the  contract  recently  for  fur¬ 
nishing  coal  to  the  school  buildings  during  the 
coming  season. 

Harris,  Trigg  &  Powell,  Fulton,  Mo.,  recently 
were  awarded  the  contract  for  furnishing  coal 
to  that  city  during  the  coming  season  at  $8.85 
per  100  bushels. 

John  H.  Crawford  &  Co.,  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  were 
recently  awarded  the  contract  for  furnishing  170 
tons  of  anthracite  to  the  school  buildings  of  that 
city  at  $7.23  per  ton. 

The  Collins-McEwen  Coal  Co.  was  recently  in¬ 
corporated  at  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa,  with  an  author¬ 
ized  capital  of  $5,000.  The  incorporators  are 
Wm.  McEwen  and  others. 

The  Consumers  Fuel  Co.  was  recently  incorpor¬ 
ated  at  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  $10,000.  The  incorporators  are  F.  E. 
Click,  Edwin  S.  Ketchum  and  T.  J.  Fletcher. 

The  Northwestern  Fuel  Co.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  is 
about  to  establish  a  very  large  retail  coal  yard  on 
a  new  site  which  has  been  acquired  and  will 
build  extensive  storage  sheds. 

Bids  recently  received  at  Currie,  Minn.,  for 
furnishing  coal  to  the  county  institutions  were 
rejected  and  fuel  will  be  purchased  in  the  open 
market,  $330  having  been  appropriated  for  that 
purpose. 

The  Consolidated  Coal  &  Lime  Co.,  Indianap¬ 
olis,  Ind.,  was  awarded  the  contract  for  fur¬ 
nishing  the  city  greenhouses  with  coal  during  the 
coming  year.  Two  hundred  tons  of  Brazil  block 
will  be  supplied  at  $2.85  a  ton,  delivered. 

Henry  Webber,  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  has  pur¬ 
chased  the  Nyden  coal  yards  and  leased  the  Jas¬ 
per  county  yards  adjoining  his  big  establishment 
in  that  city,  and  now  has  storage  space  for  3,000 
tons  of  coal. 

Coal  dealers  at  Cincinnati  must  conform  to  the 
ordinance  recently  passed  in  that  city  and  sell 
coal  by  weight.  There  are  a  number  of  peddlers 
who  sell  coal  by  the  bushel  from  small  wagons. 
The  ordinance  does  away  with  this  and  requires 
that  each  shall  carry  a  scale  which  will  be  tested 
by  the  city. 

The  strike  of  the  miners  of  the  Gibson  Coal 
Mining  Co.  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  was  settled 
by  the  discharged  employe,  in  whose  interest  the 


strike  was  called,  apologizing  to  the  company. 
He  had  been  discharged  for  disrespect  to  the 
company,  and  upon  his  apology  he  was  re¬ 
instated  and  the  strike  called  off. 

V 

Eastern  Retail  ^lotes, 

The  coal  yard  of  Stickney  &  Babcock  Coal  Co., 
Bangor,  Maine,  is  to  be  used  for  a  new  union 
passenger  station,  which  is  shortly  to  be  erected. 

The  property  and  good  will  of  the  Evans  City 
Coal  Co.,  Evans  City,  Pa.,  were  recently  sold  to 
John  H.  Turner  of  Grove  City,  Pa.,  for  $14,000. 

Considerable  objection  has  been  raised  by  the 
citizens  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  to  the  opening  of 
a  large  coal  yard  in  that  city  by  R.  E.  L.  Thomp¬ 
son,  and  it  is  believed  that  a  permit  will  not  be 
granted. 

Charles  Sears,  a  prominent  coal  dealer  at 
Gosjien,  N.  Y.,  d'ed  a  few  days  ago  at  his  home 
in  that  city,  aged  seventy-one  years.  He  con¬ 
ducted  a  coal  business  for  a  number  of  years 
under  the  firm  name  of  Sears  &  Moore. 

Alexander  H.  Howe,  a  well  known  coal  mer¬ 
chant  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  died  at  his  home  in 
that  city  a  few  days  ago.  He  was  a  native  of 
New  York  state  and  for  a  number  of  years  was 
in  the  employ  of  Kelsey  &  Loughlin,  coal  dealer.s 
of  Brooklyn. 

The  treasury  department  at  Washington,  D.  C., 
recently  opened  bids  for  furnishing  coal  for  the 
building  during  the  coming  season.  Three  thou¬ 
sand  tons  will  be  required  and  it  is  believed  the 
contract  will  be  awarded  to  Johnson  Bros,  at 
$3.28  per  ton  for  bituminous  coal. 

Fire  partially  destroyed  the  storage  sheds  of 
the  Ford  Coal  Co.  at  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa,  a  few 
days  ago,  which  started,  it  is  believed,  from 
spontaneous  combustion.  The  damage  was  com¬ 
paratively  light,  as  the  flames  were  quickly  ex¬ 
tinguished. 

Millspaugh  &  Green,  Utica,  N.  Y.,  recently 
purchased  the  property  of  Raymond  Christman,  a 
coal  dealer  at  Amsterdam,  N.  Y.  It  is  believed 
the  purchasers  were  acting  for  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  &  Western  railroad.  The  considera¬ 
tion  was  $21,000. 

W.  B.  Fonda’s  cold  storage  sheds  at  St.  Al¬ 
bans,  Vt.,  were  recently  discovered  on  fire,  but 
were  extinguished  before  much  damage  could  be 
done.  It  is  thought  the  fire  was  of  incendiary 
origin,  making  the  fifth  incendiary  fire  within  the 
past  few  weeks  in  that  city. 

The  Yatesville  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorpor¬ 
ated  at  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  with  an  authorized  cap¬ 
ital  of  $6,000  for  the  purpose  of  buying  and  sell¬ 
ing  coal.  The  incorporators  are  Clark  McK. 
Whittemore,  Edward  L.  Mack  and  Sidney  W. 
Eldridge,  all  of  215  Broad  street,  Elizabeth,  N.  J. 

The  Pittsfield  Cooperative  Coal  Co.  was  re¬ 
cently  incorporated  at  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  with  an 
authorized  capital  of  $10,000.  The  incorporators 
are  President  Henry  J.  Wagner,  53  Daniels  ave¬ 
nue;  Treasurer  Frank  J.  Owen,  92  Elm  street; 
Clerk  Thomas  Enright,  73  North  street,  all  of 
Pittsfield. 

William  Hitz,  Jr.,  has  been  appointed  receiver 
of  the  property  involved  in  the  equity  suit  re¬ 
cently  filed  by  the  Susquehanna  Coal  Co.  against 
John  Kennedy  and  others,  dealers  at  Washing¬ 
ton,  Pa.,  to  enforce  the  lien  of  a  judgment  ob¬ 
tained  against  Mr.  Kennedy.  The  receiver’s  bond 
was  fixed  at  $5,000. 

Coal  teamsters  at  Lowell,  Mass.,  recently  went 
on  strike  for  higher  wages.  It  is  said  that  two 
firms  have  conceded  the  demands.  The  wages 
asked  are :  Double  team  drivers,  $2.00  a  day,  in¬ 
stead  of  $11.10  per  week;  single  team  drivers, 
$11.00,  instead  of  $9.90;  helpers,  $10.00,  instead 
of  $9.00,  and  ten  hours  as  a  day’s  work. 

The  coal  teamsters’  strike  at  Lowell,  Mass., 
it  is  said,  will  shortly  be  settled,  as  a  majority 
of  the  dealers  have  signed  an  agreement  to  grant 
the  increase  in  wages.  About  half  the  men  have 
returned  to  work,  but  some  of  the  dealers  have 
refused  to  grant  the  increase.  It  is  believed, 
however,  that  most  of  these  will  soon  sign  it. 


Southern  Retail  Notes. 

Ed  Blanton  &  Co.,  dealers  in  coal,  recently  in¬ 
corporated  at  Frankfort,  Ky.,  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  $3,000. 

The  Blue  Ridge  Coal  &  Wood  Co.,  Asheville, 
S.  C.,  has  purchased  a  site  on  which  to  erect  a 
large  coal  shed  and  storage  yards. 

The  Portsmouth  Coal  &  Ice  Co.,  Portsmouth, 
Va.,  will  shortly  increase  its  capacity  100  tons 
per  day  and  will  add  a  coal  storage  plant. 

The  Unaka  Corporation  was  recently  formed  at 
Ab'ngdon,  Va.,  for  the  purpose  of  buying  and  sell¬ 
ing  coal  and  other  commodities.  The  authorized 
capital  is  $5,000  and  the  incorporators  are  George 
L.  Carter,  president ;  J.  C.  Stone,  secretary  and 
treasurer,  all  of  Bristol,  Va. 

It  is  said  the  price  of  coal  will  be  higher  in 
Richmond,  Ind.,  the  coming  winter  than  it  was 
last.  Anthracite  is  selling  at  that  point  now  for 
$7.25  per  ton,  an  advance  since  early  spring  of 
fifty  cents.  Last  winter  the  maximum  price  was 
$7.50  per  ton,  so  that  prices  today  are  nearly 
equal  to  the  highest  price  reached  last  winter. 

V 

Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 

'I'he  Cartside  Coal  Co.,  which  was  recently  in¬ 
corporated  at  Murphysboro,  Ill.,  has  decreased 
its  capital  stock  from  $600,000  to  $100,000. 

The  Federal  Fuel  &  Development  Co.  Greeley, 
Colo.,  was  recently  incorporated  for  the  purpose 
of  developing  coal  and  mineral  lands  in  that  vi¬ 
cinity.  The  authorized  capital  of  the  company  is 
$100,000.  Three  of  the  directors  are  women,  be¬ 
ing  Kate  Emerson,  Rose  Emerson  and  Myrtle 
McKissick. 

'I'he  United  States  Fuel  Co.  was  recently  incor¬ 
porated  at  Denver,  Colo.,  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  $100,000.  The  main  office  will  be  at 
Denver,  but  the  object  of  the  company  is  to  mine 
coal  in  Huerfano  county,  Colo.  The  incorpor¬ 
ators  are  Julia  A.  Figler,  of  New  York  City; 
Chas.  L.  Martin,  of  Denver,  and  F.  E.  Criter, 
of  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

'fhe  property  of  the  defunct  Saltillo  Coal  Co., 
Columbus,  Ohio,  was  recently  purchased  by  an 
attorney  acting  for  others.  The  new  owners 
will  incorporate  as  the  Union  Coal  Mining  Co., 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $25,000  with  head¬ 
quarters  in  Columbus.  The  mines  will  be  im¬ 
proved  and  equipped  with  modern  machinery. 
The  incorporators  of  the  company  are  C.  B. 
Howard,  F.  S.  Walker,  F.  E.  Ruth,  E.  E. 
Bryan  and  F.  H.  Heywood. 

General  Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Roby  Coal  Co.,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  recently 
increased  its  capital  stock  from  $400,000  to  $800,- 
000. 

The  Chandler  Coal  Co.,  Evansville,  Ind.,  re¬ 
cently  increased  its  capital  stock  from  $25,000  to 
$50,000. 

The  Atchison  coal  mine,  Atchison,  Kas.,  is 
rapidly  filling  with  water,  the  employes  having 
gone  out  on  strike. 

The  strike  at  the  Ramsey  mines  at  Dillonville, 
Ohio,  which  was  in  progress  for  several  weeks, 
has  been  settled  by  the  company  reinstating  the 
discharged  employes.  The  mines  have  resumed 
operations. 

Secretary  Wilson,  of  the  United  Mine  Work¬ 
ers  of  America,  recently  attended  a  conference 
in  Saginaw,  Mich.,  with  a  view  to  terminating  the 
strike  at  the  mines  of  the  Consolidated  Coal  Co. 
in  that  city. 

Andrew  Burklin,  owner  of  the  White  Oak  coal 
mine  near  Centerville,  Iowa,  recently  sold  the 
property  to  a  company  of  Centerville  men.  It 
is  said  the  mine  will  be  reopened  and  operated 
on  a  large  scale. 

Workmen  are  engaged  at  the  Imperial  coal 
mine  at  Belle  Valley,  Ohio,  getting  it  in  readiness 
for  operation  in  a  short  time.  The  mine  closed 
down  a  few  months  ago  and  several  hundred  men 
were  thrown  out  of  employment. 
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Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  J\[otes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

The  American  Coal  Mining  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Pittsburg. 
Pa.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $20,000. 

The  Meadowbrook  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Dover,  Del¬ 
aware,  by  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  capitalists,  the  authorized  capital  being  $30,000. 

The  Harrisburg  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Wil¬ 
mington,  Delaware,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $250,000,  for  the  purpose 
of  buying  and  selling  coal  lands  and  the  storage  of  coal. 

The  Southwestern  Anthracite  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at 
Camden,  N.  J.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $200,000.  A.  G.  Bennett,  G. 
N.  Brooks  and  George  Anderson  of  Camden  are  incorporators. 

The  ground  is  being  prepared  for  building  the  new  large  coal  yard  at 
Ransom,  Pa.,  for  the  Lehigh  Valley  railroad.  This  yard  will  be  used  ex¬ 
clusively  for  the  storing  of  coal,  and  it  is  hoped  to  have  it  finished  before 
cold  weather. 

It  is  reported  that  530  acres  of  valuable  coal  land  in  Schuylkill  county. 
Pa.,  have  been  purchased  by  western  capitalists  headed  by  Walter  S.  Bogle, 
president  of  the  Crescent  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Chicago.  A  colliery  with  a 
daily  capacity  of  1,000  tons  will  be  opened. 

The  Carbondale  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Scran¬ 
ton,  Pa.,  for  the  purpose  of  developing  a  tract  of  coal  land  near  that  city. 
The  incorporators  are  John  Boland.  Dunmore,  president;  John  Flannelly, 
Dunmore,  secretary;  H.  P.  Mellet,  Scranton,  treasurer. 

The  Superior  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Albany,  N.  Y., 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $3,500,000.  The  following  directors  have  been 
chosen:  Samuel  B.  Lawrence,  John  B.  Summerfield,  Henry  C.  Everdell, 
Henry  M.  Haviland  and  Stephen  A.  Meintire  of  New  York. 

The  Southern  Connellsville  Coke  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at 
Connellsville,  Pa.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $300,000.  The  incorporators 
are  Wm.  C.  Magee  and  Thomas  Morrison  of  Pittsburg;  Isaac  Semens  and 
Harry  Whytel  of  Connellsville,  and  John  Husband  of  Mt.  Pleasant. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Susquehanna  Coal  Co.  recently  began  producing  coal  from  the  new 
Scott  shaft  near  Shamokin,  Pa.,  with  a  force  of  300  men. 

The  Southern  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Connellsville,  Pa.,  is  about  to  erect  a 
large  coal  washer,  which  will  have  a  capacity  of  1,600  tons  a  day. 

The  Blue  Creek  railroad  in  West  Virginia,  will  shortly  commence  the 
construction  of  fourteen  miles  of  road  between  Blue  Creek  and  West 
Charleston. 

The  Schuylkill  Coal  &  Land  Co.  of  Schuylkill  county.  Pa.,  recently 
purchased  a  large  tract  of  coal  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Scranton,  Pa.,  of 


Scranton  capitalists.  The  properties  are  known  as  the  Chamberlain  tract, 
the  Navigation  tract,  the  Ronaldson  tract  and  the  Thomas  tract.  The  con¬ 
sideration  was  over  $1,000,000. 

The  strike  of  the  miners  at  the  Maffet  mine  of  the  Hadley  Coal  Co.. 
Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  has  been  settled,  the  company  having  agreed  to  employ 
only  union  men  in  the  future. 

A  new  washer  is  being  erected  at  the  plant  of  the  Sunshine  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  near  Connellsville,  Pa.,  which  it  is  expected  will  be  in  operation 
within  a  few  weeks.  The  capacity  of  the  washer  will  be  600  tons  a  day. 

George  C.  Urlin,  Columbus,  Ohio,  is  about  to  form  a  coal  company  at 
that  point  to  take  over  undeveloped  coal  properties  controlled  by  Julius  F. 
Stone,  Gauley,  W.  Va.  Albert  Daubert  of  Columbus  is  also  interested. 

The  Carnegie  Coal  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  recently  began  developing  a  new 
mine  at  Oakdale,  Pa.,  on  the  Panhandle  railroad,  which  will  give  employ¬ 
ment  to  nearly  200  men.  Electric  motors  and  equipment  w'ill  be  installed. 

The  Wolf  Creek  Coal  &  Land  Co.,  which  was  recently  incorporated  at 
Charleston,  W.  Va.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $75,000,  has  purchased 
the  coal  and  mineral  rights  on  3,000  acres  of  coal  land  near  Sutton,  W.  Va. 

Work  has  been  commenced  on  tbe  New  Diamond  breaker  at  Scranton, 
Pa.,  near  the  old  Diamond  shaft.  The  work  will  be  done  as  rapidly  as 
possible,  in  order  that  the  mine  may  be  in  full  operation  within  a  short 

There  seems  to  be  authority  for  the  statement  that  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  railroad  has,  together  with  the  Vanderbilt  interests,  obtained  the  coal 
lands,  railroad  rights  and  other  properties  of  the  Kanawha  syndicate  of  West 
Virginia.  The  road  which  was  to  have  been  built  from  Belington,  W.  Va.,  to 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  has  accordingly  been  abandoned. 

The  Berwind-White  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  has  about  com¬ 
pleted  plans  for  building  a  plant  for  constructing  and  repairing  steel  cars 
used  by  the  company.  The  plant  will  be  located  near  Hollidaysburg,  Pa., 
the  company  having  recently  purchased  fifty  acres  of  land  there  for  the 
purpose. 

A  number  of  coke  companies  in  the  Connellsville  region  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  are  taking  advantage  of  the  inactivity  at  this  season  of  the  year  and 
are  making  a  number  of  improvements  at  their  plants.  Thousands  of  dol¬ 
lars  are  being  expended  and  large  forces  of  men  are  at  work  on  these  re¬ 
pairs,  which  will  be  finished  by  the  time  business  commences  in  the  fall. 

The  question  has  again  been  raised  at  Newark,  N.  J.,  as  to  whether 
a  coal  company  has  the  right  to  build  coal  pockets  within  the  city  limits. 
The  Central  railroad  has  asked  for  a  permit  to  build  a  200-foot  pocket  at 
Market  and  Bowery  streets,  but  the  superintendent  of  the  department  of 
buildings  is  looking  up  the  matter  to  see  what  the  ordinance  provides  in 
such  cases,  before  deciding. 

A  number  of  men  were  recently  repairing  a  drum  in  the  engine  house 
at  the  South  Wilkesbarre  colliery  of  the  Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.  at 
Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  when  one  of  the  engines  started  and  hoisted  one  of  the 
cages  up  to  the  sheave  wheel,  tearing  out  the  latter,  which,  with  the  car- 
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riage,  fell  about  forty  feet  to  the  ground.  The  damage  done  is  considerable 
and  it  will  take  some  time  to  repair  it.  The  colliery  was  not  in  operation 
the  day  of  the  accident. 

The  Reliance  Coal  Co.  will  shortly  commence  work  on  a  new  shaft  to 
be  sunk  on  its  property  near  Pittston.  The  shaft  will  be  driven  to  a  depth 
of  200  feet  to  the  No.  4  vein.  The  company  has  been  operating  only  a 
short  time. 

The  experiment  of  using  small  sizes  of  anthracite  now  being  made  by 
the  North  Atlantic  fleet,  will  be  continued,  it  is  said,  with  a  view  to  deter¬ 
mining  whether  its  use  alone,  and  with  bituminous  coal,  will  decrease  the 
amount  of  smoke  emitted  from  the  vessels. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  is  ship¬ 
ping  about  300  cars  of  anthracite  daily  to  western  territory  through  Read¬ 
ing.  These  shipments  are  being  made  from  the  company’s  storage  yards 
at  Landingville,  and  are  confined  to  box  cars. 

The  coal  tipple  of  the  Pittsburg  Coal  Co.  at  Morgan,  Pa.,  together  with 
several  small  storage  sheds,  were  burned  to  the  ground  a  few  days  ago. 

The  damage  is  about  $5,000.  The  village  has  no  volunteer  fire  department 

and  nothing  could  be  done  to  save  the  structures. 

A  seam  of  coal  has  been  discovered  near  Lingan,  Cape  Breton,  which 
will  mean  much  for  the  Dominion  Coal  Co.,  which  holds  leases  to  the  land 
on  which  the  discovery  was  made.  The  vein  showed  six  feet  of  coal,  and 

its  outcrop  line  will  measure  from  eighteen  to  twenty  miles. 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  is  building  an  electric 
breaker  at  North  Franklin  colliery  near  Trevorton,  Pa.,  which  is  rapiuiy 
nearing  completion.  It  is  claimed  that  when  this  breaker  is  completed 
the  colliery  will  be  the  best  equipped  of  any  in  the  anthracite  region. 

It  is  said  that  Pennsylvania  capitalists,  headed  by  H.  K.  Wick  of 
Youngstown,  Ohio,  are  endeavoring  to  complete  a  merger  of  all  the  inde¬ 
pendent  coal  companies  except  the  Great  Lakes  Co.  in  Mercer  and  Butler 
counties.  Pa.  The  companies  which  probably  will  be  included  are  Shenango 
Coal  Co.,  Grove  City;  Pardoe  Coal  Co.,  Pardoe;  the  P.  D.  Sherwin  mine 
at  Euclid;  the  Ellis-Blum  &  Turner  mines  at  Ferris;  the  Butler  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  Jamesonville,  and  G.  G.  Stage’s  property  at  Claytonia. 
time. 

V 

Literary  Notes. 

The  earliest  creations  of  autumn  are  attractively  set  forth  in  the  September  Delin¬ 
eator,  along  with  the  fashion  comment  and  prophecies  of  Helen  Berkeley^Lloyd,  Edouard 
La  Fontaine  and  other  authorities  in  the  world  of  styles,  and  there  is  much  in  the 
number  of  interest  from  other  than  the  standpoint  of  fashion.  Mrs.  Mary  Hinman 
Abel  contributes  an  article  on  the  pure  food  question.  It  is  the  first  of  a  series  and 
opens  the  discussion  by  outlining  the  part  of  the  consumer,  the  housewife,  in  procuring 
safe  foods.  N.  Hudson  Moore  writes  interestingly  on  English  pottery  and  jxircelain 
in  “The  Collector’s  Manual,”  and  Dr.  Grace  P.  Murray  has  a  paper  on  the  child  in 
the  nursery,  which  will  be  read  profitably  by  mothers.  The  hymn  “Nearer,  My  God, 
to  Thee”  is  the  subject  of  a  paper  by  Allan  Sutherland.  Weymer  Jay  Mills  concludes 
his  “Romances  of  Summer  Resorts,”  and  there  is  an  enjoyable  travel  sketch,  describ¬ 
ing  and  picturing  the  beautiful  Lake  District  in  England.  In  the  way  of  fiction  the 
number  contains  the  continuation  of  Albert  Bigelow  Paine’s  serial  “The  Lu'cky-Piece,” 
and  of  Helen  M.  Winslow’s  New  England  story,  “At  Spinster  Farm,”  and  two  short 
stories  by  Cornelia  Atwood  Pratt,  and  Elizabeth  McCracken.  There  are  also  enter¬ 
taining  pastimes  for  children,  including  an  animal  fairy 'tale  by  L.  Frank  Baum.  As 
usual,  many  pages  are  devoted  to  domestic  interests  and  the  particular  needs  of  woman 
within  and  without  the  home. 

The  fascination  of  obtaining  photographs  of  natural  objects  and  scenes  in  the 
colors  of  nature  has  always  exerted  a  great  influence  on  the  ingenuity  and  skill  of 
the  leading  photographic  chemists  and  experts  of  this  and  other  countries.  The  processes 
that  have  been  evolved,  and  the  claims  that  have  been  put  forward  are  legion,  but 
true  color  photography,  as  the  average  photographer  interjirets  the  words,  is  as  much 

(Continued  on  page  42) 


Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Southern  Enterprises. 

The  Laiighonic  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Ashland,  Ky., 
by  John  E.  Hager,  J.  \\’.  M.  Stewart,  John  S.  Hager,  M.  T.  Fleming  and 
M.  E.  McNeilly. 

The  Mahoning  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Parkers  Lake, 
Ky.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $50,000.  The  incorporators  are  Lorvina 
Davidson,  M.  A.  ‘Erskine  and  M.  Erskine,  all  of  Lowellsville,  Ohio. 

The  Goodman  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  with*  an  authorized  capital  of  $100,000.  The  incorporators  are  J.  J. 
McNulty,  L.  E.  Offutt,  W.  H.  Harrelson,  S.  V.  Gardner  and  B.  F.  Cor¬ 
nelius. 

The  Columbia  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Bosworth,  Ky., 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $40,000.  The  company  has  recently  acquired 
400  acres  of  valuable  coal  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Bosworth.  E,  R.  Vowels 
and  John  Wills  of  Middlesboro,  Ky.,  are  interested. 

The  South  Side  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Little  Rock, 
Ark.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $1,250,000.  A  railroad  will  be  built  to 
connect  with  the  property  running  from  Paris  to  Dardanelle.  The  incor¬ 
porators  of  the  company  are  P.  D.  Kinman,  Anthony  Hall,  Henry  Strother, 
D.  F.  Bradshaw,  G.  D.  Locke,  Allen  R.  Smart  and  William  Allen,  Jr. 


General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 


The  Branner  Coal  Co.,  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  has  increased  its  capital  stock 
from  $25,000  to  $50,000. 

The  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  will  shortly  erect  at  Fort  Smith,  Ark., 
new  coal  washers,  which  will  be  modern  in  every  respect. 

Indiana  capitalists  recently  purchased  over  3,000  acres  of  fine  coal  land 
in  Kentucky  near  Madisonville,  the  consideration  being  $45,000. 

The  Osage  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Krebs,  Ark.,  recently  struck  a  vein  of 
coal  five  feet  in  thickness  on  its  property  there,  the  vein  being  found  at  a 
depth  of  942  feet. 

The  property  of  the  Arnold  Coal  Co.,  Spottsville,  Ky.,  which  consists 
of  a  shaft  and  2,000  acres  of  land,  has  been  sold  to  capitalists  from  Indianap¬ 
olis,  Indiana,  the  consideration  being  $75,000. 

The  Bon  Air  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  will  shortly  put  in 
operation  100  coke  ovens  at  Eastland,  Tenn.  Another  hundred  ovens  will 
shortly  be  started  at  the  same  point,  the  product  of  which  will  be  placed  on 
the  market. 

The  new  coal  mining  plant  being  constructed  at  Robards,  Ky.,  is  fast 
nearing  completion  and  it  is  believed  will  be  in  operation  in  a  few  weeks. 


C.  C.  BOWMAN 


MINERand  SHIPPER 

ANTHRACITE -COKE- BITUMINOUS 

SOIiK  8HIPPKR 
•*ATOca”  (Pittston  District).  “Lopez”  (Bernice  District). 

SlINB  AOKIVT 

“Bnck  Mountain”  “Perfection”  Bmlthlns 

“Big  Vein  Lehigh”  “Best”  €ias 

“Wilkes  Barre”  **Whlte  Oak  Btsam 

And  other  grades  Anthracite  And  other  grades  Bltnialnems 
CennellSTllle,  Latrohe,  Oallitzln  and  West  Virginia  Coke. 

ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  1 19  WILLIAM  ST.,  PIHSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P.  R.  R.,  P.  &  R.  R.  R., 

L.  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R.,  and  their  connections. 
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The  St.  Louis  AND 
Big  MuddyCoalCo. 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICE, 

CARBONDALE,  ILL. 

CAPACITY 

2,500 

TONS 
DAILY. 


MINES  NEAR 

GARTERVILLE, 

Williamson  County, 
Illinois. 

SOLE 

PROPRIETORS 

HURRICANE 

COAL 


A  600  ton  dally  capacity 
Luhrlg  Coal  Wathlsg 
Plaat  operated  la  cos* 
□ectloa  with  mloe. 


^  TreKie  ivfax*lz. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


[Auqdst  13 


The  owners  of  this  operation  are  M.  V.  Denton,  Robards;  David  Banks 
and  O.  W.  Rash  of  Henderson,  Ky. 

It  is  predicted  that  the  output  of  the  Pratt  Consolidated  Coal  Co., 
which  has  eleven  mines  in  operation  in  the  vicinity  of  Birmingham,  Ala., 
and  twelve  or  fifteen  new  ones  that  are  being  developed,  will  probably  be 
20,000  tons  daily  by  January  first,  1‘JOG. 

V 

Literary  J\lotes. 

(Continued  from  page  41) 

a  will-o’-thc-wisp  as  ever.  Like  the  alchemist  of  other  ages,  with  his  transmutation 
of  baser  metals  into  gold,  the  scientist  of  this  era  is  endeavoring  to  turn  the  mono¬ 
tone  of  the  photographic  print  and  negative  into  the  bright  but  elusive  colors  of  the 
rainbow,  but,  with  this  difference,  that  ’there  is  every  prospect  of  eventual  success. 
We  have  today  processes  of  considerable  eomplication  by  which  prints  in  color  can 
be  obtained,  but  these  call  for  the  use  of  special  apparatus  and  extreme  skill,  and 
generally  the  use  of  three  negatives,  or  else  are  made  with  different  colored  screens 
placed  before  the  lens  or  plate.  Even  the  merest  mention  of  the  various  methods 
would  fill  a  book  the  size  of  this  magazine,  but  latterly  there  has  been  placed  on 
the  market  a  process  which,  while  it  is  a  long  way  from  true  color  photography,  enables 
even  the  beginner  to  obtain  with  consicierable  ease  a«  semblance  of  thOse  colors  which 
appear  to  him  on  his  ground  glass. — Kccreation  for  August. 


NEW  REVERSIBLE 

WARRANTED  STRONGEST 

Price  for  12  lb.  Rail,  $  9  00  net. 

Price  for  20  lb.  Kail,  10.00  net. 

Price  lor  3.5  lb.  Rail,  13.50  net. 

Price  for  50  lb.  Rail,  20.00  net. 

COAL  DRILl 

u.  s. 

Tool  Co 

Box  377 
Pittsburg, 

Pa. 


QA|  r  One  17a  250  Volt  Six  Foot 
OMLL  Jeffrey  Self  Prop.  Mining 
Machine  practically  new.  At  a  bargain  if 
taken  at  once.  Address  Box  330,  Charleston,  W.  Va. 


Block  Machinery 

is  superior  to  all  others  because  of 
its  rapidity,  simplicity,  cheapness 
and  large  range  of  adjustments. 
All  others  take  the  machines  from 
the  blocks  after  being  manufac¬ 
tured.  On  the  Reed  machines  the 
blocks  are  raised  or  turned  out  of 
the  machines.  All  sizes  of  blocks 
produced. 

Capacity  In  Ten  Hours: 

Side  Face  Machine,  capacity  600  blocks 
Down  “  “  “  aiO  " 

Brick  ■'  "  6,000  brick 

Absolutely  Perfect  Blocks  Produced. 

No  cogs  or  gears  to  clog. 

Write  for  Circulatrs  TodaLy. 


The  Reed  Cement 


SIDE  FACE  MACHINE 

The  Wichita  Coal  and  Material  Co.,  Wichita,  Kansas. 
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WILLIAMS  &  PETERS 


KEYSTONE 

JERMYN 

WILKESBARRE 


PITTSTOH 

CLARION 

BLOSSBURG 


f  BROADWAY 

BRANCH 

E.  O.  SOHEBMEBHOBN,  Eastern  Sales  Agent, 

141  Milk  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

WILLIAMS,  WELLS  &  CO., 

40  Meadow  St.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 


NEW  YORK. 

offices: 

W.  T.  BOBEBTS,  Western  Sales  Agent, 
1112  Prudential  Bldg.,  Buflialo,  N.T. 

P.  N.  PEASE,  Southwestern  Sales  Agent, 
215  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago,  lU. 
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General  Review 

To  THE  CLOSE  observer  there  are  grounds  for  taking  a  more  hope¬ 
ful  view  of  the  coal  trade  this  week.  It  can  not  be  said  that  conditions 
have  improved  materially,  and  while  these  two  statements  seem  to  be 
.somewhat  contradictory  it  is  because  indications  of  future  better¬ 
ments  in  coal  are  still  in  embryo  and  it  will  require  their  development 
before  the  situation  becomes  wholly  active  and  prices  sustain  an  ad¬ 
vance  on  the  bituminous  product  which  will  mark  a  difference  between 
loss  and  profit. 

The  better  indications  are  found  in  an  increased  inquiry  on  the 
part  of  both  consumers  and  dealers.  These  inquiries  are  not  yet  bear¬ 
ing  fniit  in  a  large  number  of  orders,  but  they  will  in  the  future,  and 
at  a  not  very  distant  date.  In  the  eastern  bituminous  trade  tide¬ 
water  demand  is  on  a  somewhat  better  basis  than  it  was  and  the  sit¬ 
uation  appears  better  than  it  really  is  because  of  conditions  of  trans¬ 
portation.  During  the  past  seven  days  the  supply  of  craft  available 
for  coastwise  shipments  has  diminished  and  it  is  not  always  easy  to 
obtain  ocean  tonnage.  Freight  rates  on  coastwise  vessels  are  also  some 
stronger  and  higher.  It  is  a  truism  of  business  that  if  there  is  a 
tendency  toward  an  advance  on  the  part  of  any  commodity,  the  gen¬ 
eral  public  is  more  eager  to  purchase  than  when  prices  were  lower. 
The  fact  that  vessel  rates  are  advancing  has  had  the  same  effect.  Buy¬ 
ers  of  bituminous  coal  who  were  laggards  in  taking  in  a  supply  when 
vessels  were  plentiful  and  rates  were  low  anticipate  that  there  may 
be  further  advances  in  the  carrying  charges  and  they  are  beginning 
to  manifest  an  eagerness  to  get  coal  in  storage  before  these  advances 
occur.  In  the  far  east  trade  the  activity  resulting  from  these  condi¬ 
tions  is  more  pronounced  than  it  is  along  the  sound,  but  even  the 
buyers  in  the  latter  territory  are  showing  a  greater  interest  and  it  will 
not  be  long  until  they  are  buying  factors  of  considerable  importance. 

In  the  eastern  all-rail  trade  the  supply  of  cars  is  a  trifling  fac¬ 
tor  at  present,  but  it  may  be  serious  before  many  weeks  elapse.  Some 
of  the  operators  are  unable  to  secure  all  the  cars  they  require  at 
this  time  and  consequently  shipments  from  the  mines  are  slightly  de¬ 
layed.  This  is  particularly  true  in  the  l^ew  Eiver  and  Pocahontas  re¬ 
gions  on  both  east  and  west  bound  coal.  In  some  of  the  Pennsylvania 
territory,  owing  to  the  large  transportation  demands  for  the  shipment 
of  steel  products,  the  situation  as  to  empty  cars  is  causing  some  slight 
concern  on  the  part  of  operators.  With  a  heavy  movement  of  mer¬ 
chandise  and  an  increasing  movement  of  coal  it  is  anticipated  that 
the  car  shortage  problem  will  be  a  potential  factor  before  the  majority 
of  the  trade  realizes  it. 

The  shortage  of  coastwise  craft  in  the  east  resulted  in  some 
accumulation  of  coal  at  loading  ports  recently.  Coal  was  shipped  by 
rail  to  these  ports,  but  when  it  arrived  craft  were  not  available  and 
,  •  it  was  delayed  in  loading.  Only  in  a  few  instances  was  the  price 
affected  by  these  conditions. 

In  the  eastern  all-rail  trade  there  is  a  good  demand  for  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  and  most  of  the  producers  are  satisfled  that  the  season  of 
activity  is  already  fairly  under  way.  Buffalo  reports  a  good  demand 
for  fine  coals  for  Canadian  shipment,  but  the  market  at  Baltimore 
remains  steady  and  unchanged. 

Doclt  Prices  May  Be  Advanced. 

In  the  western  bituminous  trade  there  is  to  be  a  meeting  of  the 
dock  interests  next  week  at  which  the  matter  of  prices  after  Septem¬ 
ber  first  will  be  considered.  There  is  no  definite  assurance  as  to  what 
action  will  be  taken.  Some  of  the  leading  interests  are  rather  inclined 
to  favor  an  advance  of  fifteen  cents  a  ton  on  the  staple  descriptions 
of  coal.  Others  are  reluctant  to  take  action  at  this  time  preferring  to 
wait  until  later  in  the  season  before  making  an  advance  effective, 
when  they  can  gauge  demand  better.  Generally  it  is  fair  to  assume, 
however,  that  present  dock  prices  are  at  the  lowest  point  and  that 
they  will  be  higher  in  the  very  near  future.  There  is  little  profit  in 
many  descriptions  of  the  bituminous  coal  handled  over  the  docks  now, 
and  when  demand  will  warrant  it  higher  figures  must  be  obtained. 

There  are  indications  of  better  business  conditions  in  the  west,  al¬ 
though  they  are  still  in  their  incipieney.  Nearly  all  the  leading  shipping 


of  iKe  Markets. 

companies  report  a  better  run  of  orders  this  week  froiri  points  outside 
of  the  larger  cities.  The  smaller  dealers  in  the  country  evidently 
are  taking  in  some  coal  in  anticipation  of  activity  dating  from  the 
first  of  next  month.  In  the  large  centers  of  population  there  is  consid¬ 
erable  demoralization  as  to  prices  and  at  many  points,  notably  Chicago 
and  St.  Louis,  there  is  more  coal  than  is  called  for  under  current 
requirements.  City  dealers  are  not  stocking  up  much  yet,  while  large 
consumers  are  deterred  from  taking  in  large  supplies  of  coal  by  the 
low  prices  which  are  quoted  them  daily  and  the  large  tonnage  of  coal 
that  is  offered  by  selling  agents.  These  conditions  will  gradually 
right  themselves  as  the  season  advances.  With  the  first  acute  car 
shortage  anywdiere — and  it  will  come  sooner  or  later — large  consum¬ 
ers  and  dealers  who  have  no  surplus  stores  of  coal  will  begin  to  rush 
to  cover,  just  as  buyers  are  doing  in  the  eastern  coastwise  markets  now 
by  reason  of  the  higher  carrying  freight  rates. 

Sliortage  of  Cars  Keported  In  'West. 

That  there  will  be  a  shortage  of  cars  at  the  mines  in  the  west  is 
already  indicated  although  it  is  rather  early  in  the  season.  In  the 
New  Eiver  and  Pocahontas  fields  of  West  Virginia  production  has 
been  considerably  diminished  because  the  main  trunk  lines  do  not 
have  sufficient  equipment  to  meet  current  requirements.  IMore  coal 
is  demanded  than  can  be  forwarded  and  the  price  of  lump  and  egg 
is  much  stronger  as  a  result.  Box  car  equipment  is  short  of  the  demand 
in  the  Hocking  valley  region  of  Ohio,  while  similar  conditions  are 
being  experienced  in  the  Sullivan  county  bituminous  and  block  fields 
of  Indiana.  Illinois  operators  will  be  the  next  to  suffer  from  this 
cause,  w'hile  dealers  who  have  failed  to  take  in  coal  may  find  it  difficult 
to  get  it  forward  when  it  is  needed. 

In  the  anthracite  trade  the  situation  has  not  shown  much  change 
during  the  week.  In  the  eastern  markets  it  is  not  expected  the  move¬ 
ment  will  show'  any  increase  before  the  advent  of  September  first. 
It  is  expected  at  that  time,  however,  that  there  will  be  a  considerable 
increase  and  one  of  the  most  active  autumns  on  record  will  be  the 
result.  Householders  and  domestic  consumers  left  the  larger  cities 
in  the  east  on  their  vacations  earlier  than  usual  this  season  and  con¬ 
sequently  did  not  store  as  much  coal.  It  is  anticipated  they  may  return 
home  earlier  in  the  fall  and  already  there  are  indications  of  the  exodus 
which  is  shortly  to  occur.  With  their  return  many  of  these  con¬ 
sumers  will  arrange  to  take  in  a  coal  supply  and  this  wdll  result  in  an 
increased  demand.  'It  is  the  general  opinion  that  consumers  in  the 
east  up  to  the  present  have  not  stocked  as  large  a  tonnage  of  coal  as 
they  did  for  the  corresponding  period  a  year  ago.  Should  this  esti¬ 
mate  prove  correct  they  will  be  in  the  market  for  more  coal  which 
will  make  the  next  few  months  even  more  active  than  in  1904. 

Production  of  anthracite  is  being  kept  very  close  to  the  current 
requirements  and  therefore  is  under  more  or  less  restriction.  Con¬ 
trary  to  the  general  supposition  the  eastern  companies  are  not  storing 
any  larger  tonnage  of  the  prepared  sizes  than  they  did  a  year  ago, 
so  that  the  collieries  undoubtedly  will  w'ork  on  better  time  after  the 
turn  of  the  month  than  last  year. 

In  the  western  anthracite  trade  business  is  inclined  to  be  quiet, 
although  it  is  expected  considerable  activity  will  develop  during  the 
coming  week.  Eetailers  will  place  their  orders  before  tlie  advance  to 
the  full  circular  basis  which  occurs  on  September  first,  in  order  to 
take  advantage  of  the  ten  cent  discount.  The  general  dullness  of 
the  market  the  first  three  weeks  of  the  month  ought  to  result  in  a 
considerable  increase  in  the  volume  of  business. 

Western  rail  markets  are  still  burdened  with  a  large  tonnage  of 
coal  which  ordinarily  is  sold  in  the  east,  but  due  to  the  dullness  of  the 
demand  there  during  the  last  thirty  days  has  been  ship])ed  to  the 
west  in  the  hope  that  it  could  be  disposed  of.  I’t  is  being  offered  at 
prices  considerably  below  the  circular  basis  and  until  it  is  cleaned  up 
will  prove  more  or  less  of  a  demoralizing  influence.  Some  of  this  coal 
is  under  car  service  at  Chicago  which  has  resulted  in  wry'  low  prices 
being  named  to  move  it. 
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There  are  signs  of  the  approach  of  the  coal  con¬ 
suming  season  tins  week  in  the  prevailing  inarket 
conditions  throughout  the  west.  I  he  indications 
of  increasing  activity  are  not  very  strong  yet, 
hut  to  the  keen  student  of  the  situation  they  ap¬ 
pear  more  or  less  marked  nevertheless,  and  with 
the  advancement  of  the  season  it  is  assured  that 
they  will  take  on  more  definite  shape.  '1  he  most 
important  feature  of  the  market  is  the  increasing 
shortage  of  box  car  equipment  for  the  movement 
of  coal.  Not  all  of  the  western  fields  are  short 
of  box  cars,  but  in  some  of  them  there  are  delays 
in  securing  this  kind  of  equipment  and  coal  is 
not  moved  as  promptly  as  it  was  a  few  weeks 
ago.  In  all  probability  the  situation,  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  all  descriptions  of  cars  required  in  the 
coal  trade,  will  become  more  stringent  within  the 
next  few  weeks  and  be  a  source  of  increasing  de¬ 
lays. 

Another  feature  of  importance  is  the  increasing 
demand  for  coal  from  points  outside  of  the  larger 
cities.  Chicago  demand  is  still  stagnant  in  most 
all  lines,  with  considerable  demurrage  coal  on 
track,  but  socalled  ■■country”  business  is  increas¬ 
ing  in  volume  and  shippers  doing  a  large  business 
in  the  smaller  towns  and  cities  report  that  orders 
are  coming  forward  in  fairly  good  shape.  I  he 
prices  in  the  country  trade  have  not  yet  reached 
a  point  where  there  is  always  the  profit  there 
should  be,  but  with  increasing  activity  it  is  an¬ 
ticipated  as  a  matter  of  course  that  prices  will 
show  improvement. 

Car  shortage  lleporled  from  West  Virginia. 

The  firmest  bituminous  product  in  all  the  west¬ 
ern  markets  continues  to  be  smokeless  coal. 
There  are  serious  complaints  of  a  car  shortage 
on  both  the  Norfolk  &  Western  and  the  Ches- 
apeaJee  &  Ohio  railroads,  which  is  interfering 
with  production  for  all-rail  shipment.  As  a  con¬ 
sequence  the  Chicago  market  is  not  supplied  with 
any  larger  tonnage  of  run-of-mine  coal  than  is 
required,  while  there  is  a  decided  shortage  in  the 
supply  of  both  Pocahontas  and  New  River  lump 
and  egg  for  western  delivery,  with  prices  on 
these  descriptions  of  coal  the  highest  ever  known 
at  this  season  of  the  year,  excepting  during  the 
strike  year  of  1U03.  Practically  no  small  carlot 
business  is  being  accepted  on  the  basis  of  current 
quotations,  but  orders  accepted  are  at  the  range  of 
prices  or  higher  than  will  prevail  in  September, 
when  the  new  circular  becomes  effective. 

Western  bituminous  coals  have  not  visibly 
strengthened  in  price  and  there  are  some  features 
which  may  have  a  tendency  to  keep  them  weak. 
It  was  reported  that  the  contract  to  supply  the 
Great  Northern  railroad  with  700,000  tons  of  coal 
had  gone  to  eastern  producers  this  year.  There 
was  no  confirmation  of  this  report,  however,  and 
it  is  probably  not  true,  although  if  it  were  it 
would  prove  a  serious  blow  to  the  western  pro¬ 
ducers.  It  is  understood  this  railroad  has  not  yet 
awarded  its  all-rail  contract,  but  will  take  a  con¬ 
siderable  tonnage  from  Illinois  mines  during  the 
coming  year  as  it  has  in  the  past. 

Some  Antliraclte  Activity  Indicated. 

In  the  western  anthracite  trade  the  markets 
outside  of  the  larger  cities  are  indicating  more 
activity.  Dealers  who  have  not  taken  in  any 
coal  are  taking  an  interest  in  the  situation  and 
are  making  inquiries  and  sending  in  some  few 
orders,  although  the  volume  of  this  business  is 
not  expected  to  reach  even  fair  proportions  until 
next  week.  Interviews  with  dealers  visiting  Chi¬ 
cago  during  the  present  week  indicate  that  in 
some  instances  they  are  taking  an  active  interest 
in  the  prospective  wage  settlement  ii\  the  anthra¬ 
cite  region  next  spring.  Sales  agents  and  ship¬ 
ping  companies  are  being  plied  with  questions 
as  to  the  possibility  of  labor  troubles  next  year, 
and  in  some  few  instances  retailers  who  were 
caught  short  of  coal  in  1902  and  were  obliged 
to  pay  high  prices  for  the  product  which  they 
sold  are  increasing  their  storage  space,  prepara¬ 
tory  to  taking  in  some  surplus  anthracite  against 
possible  emergencies  next  spring.  Whether  this 
policy  will  be  generally  followed  remains  to  be 


seen,  but  thus  far  the  tendency  on  the  part  of 
the  trade  to  prepare  for  the  future  has  been  ex¬ 
tremely  limited.  Dealers  are  interested  in  the 
situation,  however,  and  if  there  should  be  consid¬ 
erable  strike  talk  later  in  the  season  this  might 
be  a  factor  of  some  importance. 

The  present  Chicago  market  on  anthracite  is 
all  but  demoralized.  “Private”  coal  is  in  large 
supply  with  nearly  all  the  jobbers  who  handle 
this  commodity  and  prices  on  the  product  outside 
of  the  sales  of  the  regular  shipping  companies 
are  ragged  and  irregular,  depending  upon  the 
urgency  with  which  the  product  must  be  moved. 
Some  coal  has  been  offered  during  the  week  at 
figures  very  close  to  the  circular  basis  in  April. 
This  was  under  demurrage,  however,  and  in  order 
to  prevent  further  losses  jobbing  companies  were 
willing  to  sacrifice  their  individual  profit.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  this  private  coal  which  has  drifted  in 
the  direction  of  the  west  on  account  of  the  dull 
demand  in  the  east  there  are  a  number  of  de¬ 
scriptions  which  do  not  rank  with  the  standard 
grades  which  are  being  offered  at  very  low  fig¬ 
ures.  These  ■coals  are  generally  sold  in  the  east, 
but  have  invaded  the  Chicago  market  during  the 
present  emergency,  although  in  some  instances  it 
is  doubtful  if  the  producing  companies  will  de¬ 
sire  to  ship  in  this  direction  very  soon  again  on 
account  of  the  low  prices  which  they  have  real¬ 
ized. 

Ilegular  Trade  In  Normal  Cliannels. 

In  regular  channels  the  anthracite  trade  occu¬ 
pies  about  the  usual  position  it  does  at  this  season 
of  the  year.  Shipping  agents  representing  the 
standard  companies  are  accepting  the  business  that 
comes  to  them,  but  are  offering  no  special  induce¬ 
ments  of  any  kind  to  increase  their  tonnage 
above  the  normal  point.  They  realize  that  the 
active  consuming  season  is  close  at  hand,  and 
that  they  will  not  have  long  to  wait  until  orders 
will  become  much  more  plentiful.  Demand  for 
anthracite  northwest  at  dock  points  is  more  ac¬ 
tive,  but  the  rush  of  business  will  not  occur  until 
after  threshing  is  well  under  way. 

Movement  of  anthracite  by  lake  to  western  dock 
points  seems  to  be  normal  Although  Chicago 
recorded  some  falling  off  in  the  volume  of  all¬ 
rail  tonnage  up  to  August  first,  the  lake  tonnage 
has  shown  an  increase.  Receipts  to  that  date 
of  both  lake  and  rail  coal  were  1,082  tons  greater 
than  they  were  for  the  same  period  in  1903, 
which  shows  that  the  west  thus  far  has  received 
about  the  same  tonnage  of  coal  as  was  shipped  a 
year  ago. 

I 

Car  Shortage  Is  a  Teature. 

In  the  bituminous  trade  car  supply  is  becom¬ 
ing  more  of  a  feature,  particularly  as  it  applies 
to  box  cars.  In  nearly  all,  except  the  smokeless 
fields,  the  supply  of  open  cars  is  equal  to  all  de¬ 
mands,  but  closed  cars  for  country  shipments  are 
not  sufficiently  in  evidence.  In  the  Hocking  re¬ 
gion  it  is  reported  that  box  cars  are  short  of  the 
requirements  and  it  may  be  two  or  three  weeks 
before  this  class  of  equipment  can  be  obtained  to 
meet  current  orders.  Some  of  the  shipping  com¬ 
panies  are  not  accepting  orders  for  coal  to  be 
loaded  in  box  cars  during  the  present  month 
owing  to  the  stringency  of  supply.  In  the  Sul¬ 
livan  county  and  Block  fields  of  Indiana  the  sit¬ 
uation  is  not  quite  as  bad  as  in  Ohio,  but  the 
supply  of  these  cars  is  short  of  the  requirements 
and  requisitions  are  being  made  daily  on  con¬ 
necting  lines  to  forward  sufficient  cars  immedi¬ 
ately  to  take  care  of  present  business  and  some 
that  has  accumulated,  but  not  always  with  suc¬ 
cessful  results. 

Along  the  Norfolk  &  Western  and  the  Chesa¬ 
peake  &  Ohio  railroads  all  kinds  of  equipment 
are  very  short,  and  producing  companies  do  iwt 
guarantee  that  they  will  be  able  to  make  ship¬ 
ments  promptly  for  this  reason.  Splint  coal  is 
not  coming  forward  quite  as  freely,  while  run-of- 
mine  standard  Pocahontas  and  New  River  is 
becoming  much  more  difficult  to  obtain  with  most 
western  shipping  agents  accumulating  some  or¬ 
ders  because  they  can  not  get  the  coal  forward 
from  the  mines. 

The  strongest  item  on  the  bituminous  list  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  the  standard  grades  of  smokeless. 
Prepared  sizes  of  Pocahontas  are  practically  out 


of  the  market  for  shipment  the  present  month, 
while  the  same  descriptions  of  New  River  coal 
are  scarce  and  difficult  to  obtain,  even  at  the  en¬ 
hanced  prices  of  $1.75(§/1.85  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or 
$3.'80@.3.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Where  shipping  com¬ 
panies  have  a  spot  car  or  two  of  unsold  coal 
generally  they  are  asking  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
or  $4.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The  situation  as  to 
smokeless  coal  in  the  run-of-mine  grades  is  re¬ 
flected  by  a  much  better  tone  to  the  wagon  trade. 
Dealers  supplying  wagons  with  coal  at  yards  are 
obtaining  ten  to  fifteen  cents  higher  per  ton  than 
they  were  a  few  weeks  ago.  The  smokeless  sit¬ 
uation  is  in  excellent  shape  for  the  opening  of 
the  active  consuming  season,  and  there  are  no 
indications  anywhere  of  lower  prices  than  those 
prevailing,  but  there  are  ind  cations  that  they 
will  be  some  higher  than  at  present. 

Situation  In  Splint  Coals. 

West  Virginic  splint  coals  are  not  in  active  re¬ 
quest,  so  that  a  large  tonnage  is  not  in  demand, 
although  the  movement  is  improving  and  there 
are  indications  of  much  better  conditions  in  the 
very  near  future.  Prices  this  week  rule  on  about 
the  same  basis  as  formerly.  Kanawha  splint  is 
held  on  the  basis  of  $1.10@1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
for  inch  and  a  half  lump  or  $.3.00(5.3.15  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Three  inch  lump  is  held  at  $1.25(^1.35 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.15(^3.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Winifrede  lump  remains  steady  at  $1.35(^1.40  f. 
o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.25(^3.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago 
loaded  in  box  cars.  Other  grades  hold  to  a  cor¬ 
responding  basis. 

Fairmont  coal  holds  steady  on  the  basis  of  85c 
(Sj$1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  for  three  quarter  when 
ordered  forward  from  the  mines  and  when  sold 
in  small  lots  outside  of  the  larger  cities.  In  Chi¬ 
cago  there  is  some  car  service  coal  which  is 
offered  below  these  figures. 

Youghiogheny  rules  steady  and  unchanged  in 
the  all-rail  trade.  There  have  been  no  reports 
during  the  week  of  any  surplus  coal  at  Chicago 
and  the  prevailing  prices  are  $1.00@1.10  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  for  the  three  quarter  product,  or  $2.90 
@3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Hocking  Coal  Is  Steadier  In  I’rlce. 

The  shortage  of  box  car  equipment  in  the 
Hodting  region  is  having  its  effect,  and  prices 
on  the  standard  product  for  western  all-rail  ship¬ 
ment  seem  to  be  belter  defined  than  in  some 
time.  Standard  grades  generally  are  held  on 
the  basis  of  $1.25(^1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.90 
@3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  There  is  some  coal  of¬ 
fered  below  these  figures,  but  practically  all  of 
the  leading  producing  companies  are  adhering  to 
the  schedule  given  above  in  shipments  to  the 
retail  trade. 

Much  western  coal  remains  under  demurrage 
at  Chicago  and  this  continues  to  be  a  consid¬ 
erable  factor  in  keeping  prices  down,  although  ef¬ 
forts  are  being  made  to  obtain  the  circular  basis 
on  much  of  the  product  that  goes  outside  of  the 
larger  centers  of  population.  Screenings  are  weak 
and  it  is  reported  that  terminals  are  filled  with 
loaded  cars,  against  which  car  service  has  ac¬ 
crued  in  considerable  quantities  in  some  instances. 
Prices  are  easy  and  ragged  on  this  product,  de¬ 
pending  upon  the  urgency  with  which  the  coal 
must  be  moved  to  prevent  it  from  being  wiped 
out  altogether  by  car  service  bills. 

Current  Markets  on  Western  Coals. 

The  Carterville  situation  outside  of  Chicago 
shows  some  increasing  activity,  although  the  vol¬ 
ume  of  business  is  not  yet  sufficiently  large  to. 
absorb  all  the  tonnage  produced.  Prevailing 
prices  on  shipments  to  points  outside  of  Chicago 
are  $1.15(^1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  for  lump  and 
$1.10@1.15  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  for  egg.  In  the 
Chicago  market  where  car  service  coal  is  a  fea¬ 
ture  of  importance  these  prices  appear  high  and 
are  frequently  shaded  fifteen  to  twenty-five  cents 
in  order  to  move  unsold  product.  There  is  a 
large  tonnage  of  this  coal  in  the  Chicago  market 
at  present.  Carterville  three  inch  screenings  were 
in  very  heavy  supply  the  early  part  of  the  week 
and  sold  down  to  40c  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  although 
there  was  a  slight  improvement  later  in  the  weex. 
qu6tations  showing  a  range  of  50@65c  f.  o.  b.  the 
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mine  on  coal  not  drawing  car  service,  but  which 
must  be  sold.  These  prices  represent  $1.50@1.6o 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

The  Sullivan  county  product  is  in  better  de¬ 
mand  at  points  outside  of  Chicago,  but  in  the 
local  market  much  the  same  conditions  that  ap¬ 
ply  to  Carterville  will  apply  to  this  product.  Do¬ 
mestic  lump  is  held  on  the  basis  of  $1.25@1.50 
f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or  $1.85@2.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Egg  is  much  weaker,  being  in  oversupply,  and 'is 
held  at  $1.10@1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or  $1.90@ 
2.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  These  prices  have  been 
shaded  ten  to  fifteen  cents  a  ton  where  coal  in 
Chicago  was  under  car  service  and  had  to  be 
moved.  Run-of-mine  Sullivan  county  continues 
weak  and  is  quoted  at  $1.50@1.70  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago,  according  to  the  urgency  with  which  it  must 
be  moved.  Screenings  are  also  in  heavy  over- 
supply.  Some  car  service  product  has  been  sold 
during  the  week  at  40c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.20 


f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  although  the  general  quotations 
on  product  to  be  shipped  are  on  the  basis  of  50 
@55c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.35@1.40  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago. 

Greene  county  domestic  lump  is  quoted  at  $1.20 
@1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or  $2.00@2.15  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago,  although  occasionally  some  higher  fig¬ 
ures  are  obtained  on  the  product  where  prepara¬ 
tion  is  a  considerable  factor.  Run-of-mine  and 
screenings  rule  on  about  the  same  basis  as  Sulli¬ 
van  county. 

Block  coal  demand  is  easing  up  .somewhat  as 
to  new  orders,  although  most  of  the  producing 
companies  are  behind  on  orders  where  box  car 
equipment  is  required.  Reorders  will  not  begin  to 
come  in  until  threshing  is  more  advanced  in  the 
west  and  northwest,  when  it  is  expected  there  will 
be  a  resumption  of  activity. 

Springfield  coal  holds  to  about  the  same  basis 


as  a  week  ago,  with  the  exception  of  screenings, 
which  arc  easy.  Lump  coal  for  domestic  use  is 
quoted  on  the  basis  of  $1.15@1.35  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines  or  $1.90@2.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  although  de¬ 
murrage  product  has  sold  considerably  under 
these  figures.  Inch  and  a  quarter  is  quoted  at 
$1.10@1.20  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.85@1.95  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Run-of-mine  continues  weak  and  is 
showing  a  wide  range.  Screenings  arc  held  at 
'  30@40c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.05@1.15  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago. 

In  the  coke  trade  there  are  no  particular  fea¬ 
tures.  Connellsville  seventy-two  hour  foundry 
coke  is  quoted  at  $4.90@5.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago, 
while  Wise  county  is  held  on  the  basis  of  $2.50 
f.  o.  b.  the  ovens  or  $4.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Poca¬ 
hontas  is  quoted  at  $2.10@2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens 
or  $4.75@4.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Gas-house  coke 
remains  steady  at  $3.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 


Market  Conditions  and  Trade  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 

CINCINNATI  OFFFICE  OF  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND,  SUITE  1420-1421  UNION  TRUST  BUILDING. 


Office  of  the  Black  Diamond. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  August  17. 

The  harmony  that  has  existed  all  season  in  the 
retail  coal  business  of  Cincinnati  was  badly  brok¬ 
en  this  week  by  a  series  of  loud  discords,  when 
the  advertisement  of  a  well  known  coal  company 
appeared  in  a  daily  paper  announcing  the  fact 
that  it  would  hereafter  give  trading  stamps  with 
every  purchase  of  coal.  The  announcement  was 
the  practical  equivalent  to  a  price  reduction  of 
about  eight  cents  a  ton  on  the  retail  price  of 
coal,  and  it  is  needless  to  say  that  the  other 
dealers  were  not  slow  in  objecting  to  such  a 
procedure.  Immediately  after  this  apparent  cut 
had  been  made  in  the  retail  price,  another  well 
known  dealer  announced  that  he  intended  to 
give  away,  as  an  advertisement,  a  large,  well- 
made  galvanized  coal  bucket  with  every  purchase 
of  coal.  Other  dealers  followed,  each  going  the 
other  one  better,  until  the  subject  was  soon  re¬ 
duced  to  an  absurdity,  and  while  no  action  thus 
far  has  been  taken,  it  is  understood  that  the 
offending  company  that  started  the  trouble  will 
at  once  withdraw  its  offer  to  give  away  trading 
stamps.  It  is  expected  that  the  discord  soon  will 
he  forgotten. 

Retail  Business  Was  Disturbed. 

This  incident  is  the  first  one  to  disturb  in  the 
least  the  retail  business  of  the  city  for  several 
months.  No  hard  and  fast  organization  exists 
among  the  retail  dealers  of  the  city,  but  there 
has  been  a  better  understanding  among  them  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  few  months  than  there  had  been 
before  in  many  years,  and  prices  have  been  main¬ 
tained  better  than  in  some  time.  It  would  be  a 
calamity,  therefore,  to  let  an  insignificant  affair 
like  the  trading  stamp  proposition  disrupt  a  busi¬ 
ness  that  amounts  to  many  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  dollars  in  a  year, -and  as  indicated  in  the  fore¬ 
going,  it  is  more  than  likely  that  the  advice  of  the 
conservatives  in  the  trade  will  prevail,  and  that  the 
trading  stamp  and  other  insidious  methods  of  cut¬ 
ting  the  price  will  be  permanently  ruled  out  of  the 
coal  business  here.  , 

General  Market  Rules  Strong. 

The  general  market  is  very  strong  this  week. 
It  is  stronger  than  it  has  been  before  this  season. 
Without  exception,  every  selling  agency  reports 
an  increasing  demand.  A  number  of  concerns 
report  the  receipt  of  orders  from  persons  and  com¬ 
panies  they  have  never  done  business  with  before. 
There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  buying  public  has 
at  last  come  to  its  senses,  and  that  it  is  now 
trying  to  make  up  for  its  neglect  earlier  in  the 
season.  With  the  increasing  strength  of  the  mar¬ 
ket,  there  is  a  constant  tendency  on  the  part  of 
producers  and  selling  agents  to  gradually  advance 
the  price.  A  large  volume  of  business  was  done 
this  week  on  a  basis  of  $1.35  a  ton  at  the  mines 
that  would  have  been  regarded  as  good  business 
two  weeks  ago  at  $1.25.  A  few  of  the  producers 
who  have  well  advertised  grades  of  coal  are  now 
asking,  and  getting,  $1.40  a  ton  at  the  mines,  where 
even  a  week  ago  they  were  content  with  $1.35. 

There  practically  is  no  change  in  the  smokeless 
coal  situation.  The  demand  for  it  is  far  beyond 


the  present  capacity  of  the  producers,  and  pre¬ 
vailing  quotations  are  entirely  nominal.  Very  few 
of  the  producers  or  sellers  of  Pocahontas  or 
New  River  coals  are  quoting  a  price  below  $2.00 
a  ton  for  the  delivery  of  lump  or  egg  after  Sep¬ 
tember  first,  and  delivery  before  that  date  is  out 
of  the  question.  Smokeless  run-of-mine  is  now 
in  a  little  better  demand  at  $1.00@1.10  a  ton  at 
the  mines. 

Nut  and  slack  of  all  kinds  is  in  excellent  de¬ 
mand  at  prices  ranging  from  sixty  cents  upward 
for  Kanawha  and  similar  grades,  to  eighty-five 
cents  for  New  River  and  Pocahontas. 

Sliortagc  of  Cars  Continues. 

The  car  situation  is  in  no  way  improved  over 
last  week,  when  it  was  worse  than  in  many 
months.  The  shortage  is  general,  and  amounts 
almost  to  an  embargo  in  many  instances.  All 
the  railroads  are  constantly  promising  better  serv¬ 
ice,  but  thus  far  this  week  it  has  not  material¬ 
ized,  and  with  an  increasing  business  on  the  part 
of  the  coal  men  the  situation  is  extremely  annoy¬ 
ing  to  say  the  least. 

A  number  of  companies  have  adopted  rather 
stringent  measures  in  dealing  with  those  of  their 
customers  who  have  been  accustomed  to  stopping 
shipments  of  coal  until  the  convenience  of  the 
buyer  was  suited.  Several  of  the  largest  and 
best  shipping  companies  have  notified  their  cus¬ 
tomers  that  hereafter,  after  receiving  notice  to 
stop  shipments,  subsequent  shipments  will  be 
made  at  the  price  current  on  the  day  of  ship¬ 
ment.  As  the  market  is  constantly  strengthening, 
and  prices  advancing,  the  chances  are  that  de¬ 
layed  shipments  will  be  at  higher  prices. 

Coke  Market  Rules  Steady. 

There  is  practically  no  change  in  the  coke  mar¬ 
ket.  The  demand  for  spot  furnace  coke  is  still 
quite  good,  and  there  is  an  increasing  demand  for 
immediate  delivery  foundry.  Prices  generally 
range  at  $2.00@2.25  a  ton  at  the  ovens  for  fur¬ 
nace,  and  $2.25@2.50  for  foundry.  Contract  fur¬ 
nace  coke  is  quoted  $1.85@2.00  a  ton  at  the 
ovens. 

No  price  changes  have  occurred  in  the  retail 
market  during  the  week.  Pocahontas  and  New 
River  lump  are  worth  $3.75@4.00  a  ton  delivered, 
according  to  the  length  of  the  haul.  Pittsburg, 
Kanawha,  Thacker  and  Fairmont  lump  sell  for 
$3.25  a  ton  delivered,  and  anthracite  $7.25  deliv¬ 
ered.  Gas  coke  is  worth  9@10  cents  a  bushel. 
Steam  coal  ranges  at  $2.15@2.50  a  ton  for  run- 
of-mine  and  $1.75@2.25  a  ton  for  nut  and  slack. 

The  river  coal  market  is  also  unchanged,  Pitts¬ 
burg  and  Kanawha  lump  of  ordinary  grades  being 
quoted  at  seven  cents  a  bushel,  with  favorite 
grades  half  a  cent  higher.  River  nut  and  slack 
ranges  at  4k2@5^  cents  a  bushel,  the  higher 
price  being  for  Pittsburg.  These  quotations  are 
for  coal  afloat  in  barges,  and  not  on  track. 

Kentucky  Operators  and  Minors  Agree. 

An  important  meeting  of  representatives  of  the 
miners  and  the  operators  of  the  mining  districts 
of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  known  as  District 
No.  19  was  held  last  week  at  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
which  resulted  in  a  new  wage  agreement  being 


reached,  and  a  scale  signed  that  will  cover  all 
labor  questions  until  September  first,  1906.  The 
meeting  was  attended  by  many  of  the  operators 
of  the  district  and  by  representatives  of  upward 
of  9,000  miners.  All  sides  of  the  labor  problem 
were  discussed,  and  the  existing  scale  was  signed 
for  another  year  dating  from  September  first. 
The  meeting  was  one  of  great  interest,  and  while 
there  were  some  lively  controversies,  the  outcome 
was  satisfactory  to  all.  The  convention  was  pre¬ 
sided  over  by  Charles  E.  Hall  of  the  VVallsend 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  one  of  the  representatives 
southern  operators,  and  it  was  perhaps  due  to 
Mr.  Hall’s  magnetic  influence  that  the  miners 
and  operators  ,came  to  such  amicable  terms  so 
quickly. 

News  Notes  and.  Personals. 

W.  C.  Huber,  manager  of  the  Davis  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  Chicago,  was  here  for  a  day  or  two  this 
week  on  business. 

.piias.  E.  Hall  of  the  Wallsend  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  Wallsend,  Ky.,  was  a  Cincinnati  business 
visitor  during  the  week. 

I  he  Big  Hill  Coal  Co.  was  the  lowest  bidder  on 
the  Norwood  water  works  contract.  Its  proposal 
was  to  deliver  Hiawatha  smokeless  coal  at  $2.10 
a  ton  on  the  siding  at  Norwood. 

Chapman  R.  Hinsch,  manager  of  the  Hinsch 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  left  Tuesday  for  his  annual 
vacation,  which  he  spends  every  year  at  Catawba 
Island.  He  expects  to  be  gone  about  a  month. 

E.  F.  Bardin,  who  has  charge  of  the  office  of 
the  Virginia  Anthracite  Coal  Co.,  and  who  looks 
after  the  sales  of  his  company’s  product  around 
Cincinnati,  is  away  on  his  vacation.  He  is  at  his 
old  home  in  North  Carolina. 

C.  L.  Heck,  traveling  salesman  for  the  Sus- 
»  quehanna  Coal  Co.,  spent  part  of  the  week  here 
rounding  up  fall  business  on  anthracite.  Mr. 
Heck  is  one  of  the  most  popular  salesmen  on  the 
road,  and  his  friends  here  are  legion. 

Andrew  Hickenloopcr,  who  started  for  New 
York  with  a  party  of  friends  in  his  big  automo¬ 
bile,  met  with  a  mishap  at  Parkersburg,  W.  Va.. 
and  was  compelled  to  ship  his  machine  home  by 
boat.  He  will  make  the  trip  later  in  the  season. 

R.  H.  Lyman,  manager  of  the  Island  Creek- 
Coal  Sales  Co.,  spent  part  of  this  week  at  Cleve¬ 
land.  Mr.  Lyman  is  a  firm  believer  in  higher 
priced  coal  and  makes  the  prediction  that  he  will 
be  getting  $1.50  a  ton  for  Island  Creek  lump  be¬ 
fore  October  fifteenth. 

S.  F.  Dana,  president  of  the  tampbells  Creek 
Coal  Co.,  is  enjoying  a  vacation  at  his  magnificent 
summer  residence  at  Westminster  Park,  opnosite 
Alexandria  Bay  in  the  Thousand  Islands.  Mr. 
Dana  usually  spends  most  of  the  months  of  July. 
August  and  September  at  this  delightful  spot. 

The  Economy  Fuel  Co.,  one  of  the  newest,  but 
one  of  the  best  companies  in  this  territory,  has 
just  captured  the  contract  to  supply  the  -ehools 
in  the  city  of  Cleveland  with  coal  during  the 
coming  year.  The  contract  will  require  about 
10,000  tons  of  coal.  The  Economy  company  bid 
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on,  and  will  deliver,  its  well  known  “Economy 
semi-bituminons”  coal.  Mr.  Curran,  president, 
and  Robert  S.  Magee,  sales  manager,  are  greatly 
elated  over  the  excellent  showing  their  coal  made 
in  the  various  tests  it  was  subjected  to  before 
the  contract  was  awarded  to  them. 

The  Big  Hill  Coal  Co.,  one  of  the  youngest, 
but  one  of  the  most  progressive  coal  companies 
of  this  city,  has  been  compelled  to  seek  larger 
quarters  on  account  of  its  rapidly  increasing  busi¬ 
ness.  It  will  not  leave  the  Union  Trust  build¬ 
ing,  however,  but  will  take  a  larger  suite  of  of¬ 
fices,  located  on  the  Fourth  and  Walnut  street 
corner  of  the  ninth  floor  of  that  building.  Harry 
P.  Jones,  president,  is  now  devoting  inucli  of  his 
time  to  pushing  the  business  of  the  Big  Hill  Coal 
Co.  and  has  decided  to  move  his  family  here 
from  Pittsburg.  Mr.  Jones  has  leased  a  beautiful 
residence  in  the  best  part  of  Walnut  Hills,  and 
will  move  here  soon. 

The  Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  the  largest  distributer 
of  Kanawha  coal  in  the  district,  announces  that 
it  has  just  taken  over  the  output  of  three  mines 
in  the  New  River  district,  Piney  Nos.  1,  3  and  3, 
and  will  hereafter  be  in  a  position  to  fill  orders 
for  this  coal.  It  has  also  opened  a  mine  on  Coal 
river,  in  the  famous  “Black  Band”  seam,  and  is 
now  marketing  the  output  of  this  operation,  which 
at  present  is  only  100  tons  a  day,  but  which  will 
be  rapidly  increased.  This  company  is  also  sell¬ 
ing  a  high  grade  of  cannel  coal,  which  is  pro¬ 
duced  on  Paint  Creek,  on  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
railroad.  C.  R.  Moriarty,  manager  of  the  Cincin¬ 
nati  office  of  the  Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  now  has 
the  business  of  the  company  well  _  in  hand,  and 
considering  the  fact  that  Mr.  Moriarty  has  been 
in  the  coal  trade  only  a  few  months,  has  made 
wonderful  progress.  Personally  he  is  a  delightful 
gentleman,  and  ha’s  made  many  friends  here. 


Pittsburg  Operations. 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Aug.  17. —  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — While  the  bituminous  coal  trade  in  the 
Pittsburg  district  is  not  as  satisfactory  as  operat¬ 
ors  desire  and  conditions  are  not  very  bright  for 
an  immediate  improvement,  the  leading  interests 
are  maintaining  confidence.  Announcements  have 
been  made  within  the  week  that  two  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  producers,  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  and  the 
Pittsburg-Buffalo  Co.,  are  contemplating  vast  irn- 
provements.  In  fact,  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  is 
already  engaged  in  making  repairs  at  many  of  its 
mines.  So  hopeful  is  President  John  H.  Jones 
of  the  Pittsburg-Buffalo  of  the  future  that  this 
companj-  is  making  large  developments  in  the 
Washington  county  field. 

But  aside  from  these  interesting  features  the 
market  shows  no  change  over  the  previous  week. 
Prices  are  the  same  as  quoted  last  week  in  The 
Black  Diamond.  Inquiries  are  coming  in  and 
it  would  not  be  surprising  if  a  few  large  con¬ 
tracts  were  awarded  during  the  coming  week. 

Once  more  river  operators  and  shippers  have 
been  doomed  to  disappointment.  A  heavy  rain 
fell  in  th-s  region  for  two  days  and  the  pros¬ 
pects  were  encouraging  for  a  barge  stage,  but  it 
failed  to  materialize.  It  was  expected  that  today 
there  would  be  a  large  shipment  to  southern 
ports,  but  owing  to  the  lack  of  water  no  fleets 
were  started.  The  weather  man  gives  promise, 
however,  that  should  another  rainfall  occur  this 
week,  there  will  be  “something  doing”  for  the 
rwer  interests.  Nearly  6,000,000  bushels  of  black 
diamonds  are  laden  in  barges  awaiting  the  rise  in 
the  harbor. 

I.,alce  Slilpments  Continue  to  be  Heavy. 

Lake  shipments  continue  heavy  and  the  indi¬ 
cations  are  that  the  season  will  not  indicate  much 
of  a  falling  off  from  last  year.  Congestion  at  the 
lake  ports  and  a  late  opening  of  the  season  are 
responsible  for  .spoiling  the  opportunity  to  break 
records.  While  railroad  transportation  facilities 
have  not  been  up  to  requirements  they  have  shown 
a  remarkable  improvement. 

When  it  is  considered  that  manufacturers  of 
iron  and  steel  are  short  of  cars,  coal  operators 
should  not  register  any  complaints  of  any  sort. 
One  thing  strange  about  the  present  situation  in 
the  bituminous  trade  is  the  fact  that  the  iron 
business  is  booming  as  it  never  boomed  before. 
That  this  industry  upon  which  the  coal  trade  is 
greatly  dependent  is  active  and  the  coal  market 
is  practically  stagnant  is  certainly  odd.  But  well- 


posted  operators  vouchsafe  the  opinion  that  the 
manufacturers  have  accumulated  considerable  coal 
and  th  s  is  being  readily  consumed.  With  the  ap- 
jiroach  of  the  fall  season  the  demand  will  become 
lieavy  as  there  will  not  be  much  in  the  bins. 

Development  In  WaMlilngton  tiounty. 

By  the  end  of  this  year  it  is  expected  that  the 
Fittsburg-Buffalo  Co.  will  have  so  far  developed 
its  new  holdings  in  Washington  county  as  to 
employ  about  5,000  additional  miners.  An  in¬ 
spect  on  trip  was  made  today  to  the  property  by 
President  Jones,  Chief  Engineer  R.  M.  McKin¬ 
ney  and  Real  Estate  Agent  John  A.  Ray.  With 
the  party  were  the  two  daughters  of  Mr.  Jones, 
Bertha  and  Johnetta.  The  trip  was  made  in  a 
touring  car  and  the  party  had  a  delightful  time. 
The  work  of  drilling  the  shafts  is  in  the  hands 
of  Edward  C.  Christman,  an  experienced  con¬ 
tractor  of  Massilon,  Ohio,  who  is  mak  ng  good 
headway.  The  tract  where  the  developments  are 
now  being  made  is  adjacent  to  the  Jones  &  Laugh- 
lin  interests  and  the  Ellsworth  Coal  Co.  The 
tract  in  itself  contains  over  150,000,000  tons  of 
coal,  it  is  claimed. 

The  Pennsylvania  railroad  will  tap  the  tract 
at  two  points,  thus  affording  excellent  shipping 
facilities.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Jones  inter¬ 
ests  to  begin  the  shipment  of  coal  early  in  May, 
1906. 

Word  from  the  Connellsville  coke  region  is  to 
the  effect  that  the  coke  industry  continues  very 
active  and  th's  bids  fair  to  be  a  record-break¬ 
ing  season.  The  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Co.  has  nearly 
ninety  per  cent  of  its  ovens  in  operation. 


Pacific  Coast  Trade. 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  August  {Special 
Correspondence.) — Since  the  steamship  Sierra 
left,  there  have  been  the  following  deliveries  of 
coal  here  from  Newcastle,  N.  S.  W.,  viz. :  Marthe 
Roux,  2,500  tons;  La  Perouse,  2,860  tons;  La 
Tour  d’ Auvergne,”  2,930  tons;  total,  8,290  tons. 
There  are  few  names  of  vessels  being  added  to 
the  coal  loading  list  in  Australia,  which  at  pres¬ 
ent  foots  up  twenty  vessels,  with  a  carrying  'ca¬ 
pacity  of  about  55,000  tons.  A  large  portion  of 
this  list  will  not  be  due  here  before  the  end  of 
this  year.  The  total  coal  arrivals  for  July  this 
year  amount  to  38,185  tons;  for  the  same  month 
last  year  they  amounted  to  55,234  tons,  showing 
a  marked  shrinkage.  Business  in  the  fuel  line 
is  very  dull,  prices  remain  unchanged,  with  sales 
very  light.  The  spring  weather  now  prevailing 
materially  reduces  the  consumption  for  household 
purposes,  and  fuel  oil  is  the  principal  factor  in 
meeting  steam  requirements.  Labor  troubles  at 
some  of  the  collieries  in  British  Columbia  still 
exist,  although  an  early  settlement  is  promised. 
The  market  prices  here  have  not  been  disturbed, 
as  the  other  sources  from  which  we  derive  this 
coal  are  ample  to  keep  our  supply  here  sufficient. 
Outward  grain  freights  are  not  showing  any  im¬ 
provements.  This  will  serve  to  deter  coal  load¬ 
ing  vessels  from  seeking  this  port  for  profitable 
business,  unless  they  should  receive  generous 
compensation  for  the  carriage  of  the  coal,  which 
at  present -is  improbable  in  the  present  condition 
of  our  market. 


The  Missouri  River  Trade. 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  August  17. —  {Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  proposition  to  merge  coal 
companies  operating  in  the  southeastern  Kansas 
field  is  still  pending  and  a  definite  result  seems 
to  be  far  off.  A  meeting  of  operators  was  held 
here  the  other  day  in  the  office  of  the  J.  R. 
Crowe  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  which  is  to  head  the 
merger,  but  “progress”  was  the  only  report  given 

out.  . 

As  originally  planned  the  merger  was  to  include 
the  J.  R.  Crowe  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  the  Cherokee- 
Crescent  Coal  Co.,  the  Flem  ng  Coal  Co.,  the 
Southern  Coal  &  Mercantile  Co.,  the  J.  K. 
Bennett  Coal  Co.  and  the  B.  S.  Abbott  Coal 
Co.  It  is  understood  that  some  of  the  smaller 
companies  already  have  surrendered  their  sepa¬ 
rate  identity,  but  the  representatives  of  the 
Fleming  interests,  which  control  the  Fleming 
and  Cherokee-Crescent  companies,  continue  to 
deny  having  knowledge  of.  or  connection  with, 
the  proposed  merger. 


Kansas  City  may  be  sued  by  the  Bolen-Darnell 
Coal  Co.  because  of  the  refusal  of  the  board  of 
public  works  to  accept  the  bid  of  the  company, 
which  was  the  lowest  for  coal  delivered  in  carload 
lots,  to  city  institutions,  on  the  ground  that  Al¬ 
derman  Young  and  Mayor  Neff  are  stockholders 
in  the  company.  The  company  managers  say  that 
as  the  alderman  and  the  mayor  are  minor  stock¬ 
holders  their  connection  with  the  company  should 
not  militate  against  it  in  securing  business  from 
the  city.  It  is  held  by  some  lawyers  that  the 
charter  does  not  contemplate  shutting  out  the 
compel  lion  of  big  concerns  because  some  of  the 
city’s  officers  are  interested  in  them.  The  com¬ 
pany’s  lawyers  are  examining  the  questions  in¬ 
volved  with  a  view  to  carrying  them  into  the 
courts. 

An  oil  burning  locomotive,  the  first  seen  in 
Kansas  C  ty,  was  given  a  trial  in  the  yards  of 
the  Frisco  system  last  week.  The  result  was  sat¬ 
isfactory.  Nine  hundred  gallons  of  fuel  oil  will 
operate  a  locomotive  forty-eight  hours.  An  esti¬ 
mate  places  the  saving  at  $1.69  a  day  in  fuel,  be¬ 
sides  a  saving  in  labor,  there  being  no  fires  to 
build  or  fire  boxes  to  clean.  All  the  Frisco  switch 
engines  in  Kansas  City  will  be  converted  into 
the  oil  burners  as  fast  as  possible. 


Southern  Coal  Conditions. 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  August  17. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  retail  coal  market  is  showing  a 
good  improvement  this  month  by  reason  of  the 
placing  of  orders  for  fall  and  winter  delivery 
that  consumers  may  obtain  the  summer  price. 
The  mining  operations  on  the  Cumberland  plateau 
cast  of  here  are  augmented  by  improvements  con¬ 
stantly  going  on  and  the  increased  mileage  of  the 
Tennessee  Central  railroad.  On  several  of  the 
branches  about  Chattanooga,  of  the  Nashville, 
Chattanooga  &  St.  Louis  railroad,  considerable 
development  work  is  being  done. 

The  St.  Bernard  Coal  Co.  in  this  city  reports 
an  increased  August  Jiusiness.  Mr.  Love,  the 
manager,  has  returned  from  a  trip  to  Kentucky. 

John  D.  Anderson  &  Co.  also  note  improved 
conditions,  and  at  their  offices  in  the  Arcade  are 
booking  considerable  business  that  may  be  taken 
as  an  index  of  an  active  autumn  in  the  Nashville 
coal  trade. 

The  Bon  Air  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  is  one  of  the 
largest  concerns  operating  in  this  state,  with  prin¬ 
cipal  offices  at  Nashville.  As  a  bituminous  coal 
property  the  company  has  a  fine  outlook.  The 
company’s  coal  properties  embrace  an  area  of  40,- 
000  acres.  The  company  is  arranging  to  mine  this 
coking  coal  extensively  at  Eastland,  Tenn.,  and 
within  two  months  200  coke  ovens  will  be  finished 
and  ready  to  go  into  operation  at  that  point  for 
converting  this  coal  into  coke.  The  output  will 
be  used  in  the  furnaces  of  the  company  at  Mannie. 
This  Eastland  seam  is  from  forty-two  to  sixty- 
inches  in  thickness.  The  coal  is  soft  and  spumous 
and  is  readily  mined  like  the  Connellsville  coal 
in  Pennsylvania,  with  pick  and  shovel.  The  Bon 
Air  seam  underlies  the  whole  of  the  40,000  acres 
owned  by  the  company  in  White,  Cumberland, 
Putnam  and  Van  Buren  counties,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  that  portion  traversed  by  streams  and 
ravines,  where  the  coal  is  cut  out  by  the  erosive 
action  of  water.  This  will  scarcely  diminish  the 
area  more  than  1,500  acres.  The  company  owns 
three  towns,  viz.,  Bon  Air,  Ravenscroft  and  East- 
land,  containing  from  1,500  to  2,500  people  each. 
There  are  good  schools  and  churches  in  these 
towns,  both  well  attended.  There  are  stores  to 
supply  goods  and  groceries  and  about  600  dwelling 
houses  for  the  miners.  The  company  is  capital¬ 
ized  at  $5,000,000,  one-half  each  of  common  and 
preferred  stock.  Of  the  preferred  stock  $1,876,- 
057.67  have  been  issued  and  the  same  amount  of 
common  stock.  The  remainder  is  held  in  the 
treasury.  The  officers  of  the  company  are :  John 
P.  Williams,  president ;  J.  M.  Overton,  vice-presi¬ 
dent  and  general  manager;  W.  C.  Dibrell,  treas¬ 
urer,  and  C.  Cooper,  secretary. 

A  towboat,  the  Joe  B.  Williams,  of  the  Monon- 
gahela  coal  people,  struck  a  log  in  the  Ohio  river 
above  Paducah  a  few  days  ago  and  sank.  The 
damage  is  estimated  at  $10,000,  with  no  loss  of 
life. 

Xexv  Superintendent  for  State  Mines. 

N.  L.  Reynolds,  of  Bristol,  Tenn.,  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  to  have  charge  of  the  work  in  connection 
with  the  state  coal  mines  of  Tennessee.  He  will 
be  located  at  Petros,  Tenn.  Mr.  Reynolds  only 
recently  returned  from  West  Virginia,  where  he 
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did  considerable  work  in  connection  with  the  coal 
mining  of  that  state. 

Sheriff  L.  B.  Barry  of  Sebastian  county,  Ark., 
will  sell  at  public  sale  on  August  twenty-fifth  all 
property  belonging  to  the  American  Smokeless 
Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  in  execution  of  a  judg¬ 
ment  for  $59  500  rendered  in  favor  of  the  Chero¬ 
kee  Construction  Co.  as  damages  for  breach  of 
contract.  The  property  consists  of  two  large 
mines  and  equipment,  forty  or  fifty  tenement 
houses,  one  large  mercantile  establishment  with 
office  and  2,000  acres  of  land,  under  which  is  laid 
a  six  foot  vein  of  coal. 

The  Imperial  Coal  Co.,  located  at  Jellico,  Tenn., 
has  placed  an  order  during  the  past  few  days  for 
a  complete  electric  mining  and  electric  haulage 
equipment.  This  means  that  electric  drills  or  cut¬ 
ters  will  be  used  in  the  mines  in  place  of  the  man 
and  his  pick.  It  also  means  the  doing  away  with 
the  mules  that  pull  the  pit  cars.  The  whole  ex¬ 
pense  will  be  between  $15,000  and  $20,000. 

Another  mine  in  that  district  which  is  installing 
electric  haulage  is  the  New  Diamond  Coal  Co.  at 
Altamont,  Tenn.,  a  company  doing  business  on  the 
Louisville  &  Nashville  near  Pittsburg,  Ky. 

Object  to  New  Joint  Wage  Scale. 

% 

The  wage  scale  which  was  adopted  at  the  joint 
session  of  the  operators  and  miners  in  Knoxville 
recently  is  the  same  one  which  the  Coal  Creek 
operators  refused  to  accept  last  year,  and  it  is 
stated  that  it  will  also  be  declined  this  year  on  the 
same  grounds  as  at  that  time.  In  substance  the 
scale,  which  applies  to  Jellico  and  Coal  Creek 
alike,  puts  Coal  Creek  operators  to  such  a  disad¬ 
vantage  in  the  market  that  they  can  not  afford 
to  accept  it.  Jellico  coal  is  sold  for  both  domestic 
and  steam  purposes.  The  domestic  coal  is  sold  so 
much  higher  than  the  steam  product  that  a  wage 
scale  adopted  for  both  is  unfair. 

A  new  coal  line  is  being  planned  for  East  Ten¬ 
nessee  in  the  Beattyville,  Barbourville  &  Jellico 
railroad,  a  proposition  for  the  construction  of  a 
line  through  coal  fields  that  are  now  undeveloped. 
It  is  stated  that  such  a  line  can  be  built  without 
e.xcessive  grades. 


West  Virginia  Mining  Field. 

Wheeling.  W.  Va.,  August  17. —  {Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — A  new  combine  of  West  Virginia 
properties  is  the  latest  development  of  interest. 
The  Cabin  Creek  territory,  which  is  an  offshoot 
of  the  Kanawha  field,  contains  the  property  in 
question,  and  from  the  information  at  hand  op¬ 
tions  have  been  taken  on  several  of  the  mines  and 
the  kindred  land  holdings,  but  there  is  a  great 
deal  to  be  accomplished  before  the  project  can 
be  successfully  consummated. 

Both  the  Kanawha  &  Hocking  company  and  the 
Berwind- White  interests  have  been  mentioned  as 
the  probable  purchasers.  From  the  standpoint  of 
location  the  former  would  appear  to  be  nearer 
right,  as  it  is  already  heavily  interested  in  the 
field.  The  Kanawha  &  Hocking  is  part  of  the 
recently  formed  Sunday  Creek  company.  There 
always  has  been  a  good  deal  of  sharp  friction  be¬ 
tween  this  company’s  Kanawha  mines  and  the 
Cabin  Creek  operators  relative  to  differentials  in 
the  wage  scale  and  they  had  a  long  hitch  the 
last  time  they  met  jointly  in  conference  to  treat 
with  the  mine  workers. 

New  Cabin  Creek  Merger  Rumored. 

The  Berwind- White  syndicate,  on  the  other 
hand,  has  confined  its  acquisitions  almost  en¬ 
tirely  to  the  New  River  field,  a  district  that  ad¬ 
joins  the  Kanawha  district  proper.  It  would  not 
be  surprising,  however,  if  it  was  back  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  purchase  of  the  Cabin  Creek  mines,  but  on 
the  face  of  the  facts  it  is  more  likely  that  the 
Kanawha  &  Hocking  is  the  company  behind  the 
deal. 

In  noting  complaints  of  operators  about  business 
this  year  one  might  be  led  to  believe  that  the 
aggregate  tonnage  is  considerably  less  than  pre¬ 
ceding  years,  whereas  comparisons  tend  to  prove 
the  contrary.  The  real  secret  of  the  situation  is 
that  the  number  of  producers  has  increased  and 
there  is  not  the  business  at  present  in  proportion. 
In  other  words,  the  overproduction  theory  is  more 
plainly  manifest. 

Statistics  are  at  hand  giving  the  freight  moved 
out  of  Fairmont  for  June.  July  and  August  this 
year.  Compared  with  the  same  period  in  1903, 
which  was  an  active  one,  this  year  shows  a  large 


increase  in  the  number  of  cars  received  and  the 
number  of  cars  loaded  with  coal  shipped.  For 
June  there  was  a  gain  of  over  10,000  loaded  cars 
and  over  7,000  empties  handled  as  against  June 
in  1903.  The  same  gain  is  true  of  July  and  Au¬ 
gust. 

July  in  1904  was  considered  the  heaviest  month 
in  the  history  of  the  Fairmont  field,  and  it  was 
up  to  that  time,  but  August  of  the  same  year 
passed  it  by  a  thousand  cars,  and  even  June  of 
this  year  exceeded  it.  So  that  comparatively 
there  is  more  aggregate  business,  but  because  it 
is  split  up  among  a  larger  numbcf  of  shippers 
there  is  an  individual  depreciation. 

Speaking  generally  the  market  shows  a  better 
demand  all  around.  Prices  are  no  better,  but  with 
an  increased  demand  this  will  follow  as  a  matter 
of  course. 

The  Orr  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  operating  in  the  so- 
called  Austen  field,  in  Preston  county,  along  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad,  has  satisfactorily  ad¬ 
justed  its  troubles  and  will  shortly  resume  opera¬ 
tions.  This  company  does  a  good  coking  business 
and  has  its  principal  office  in  Philadelphia.  There 
was  a  report  that  it  was  bankrupt,  which  was  in¬ 
correct  and  evidently  was  due  to  the  fact  that 
certain  creditors  were  granted  a  temporary  in¬ 
junction  restraining  some  of  the  officers  from 
transferring  shares  of  stock  to  certain  individ¬ 
uals. 

Necessary  arrangements  to  liquidate  outstanding 
indebtedness  were  made  and  the  company  is  now 
in  good  shape  financially.  It  operates  a  long  line 
of  coke  ovens  and  most  of  its  trade  is  to  eastern 
points. 

Coal  iC  Coke  Railroad  Not  Sold, 

Ex-Senator  Henry  G.  Davis  denies  that  the 
Coal  &  Coke  railroad  has  been  disposed  of  to  the 
Vanderbilt  and  Pennsylvania  interests. 

If  these  interests  ever  acquire  the  new  West 
Virginia  railroad  it  is  certain  they  will  proceed 
with  coal  development  on  a  large  scale.  There 
are  opportunit-ies  in  the  virgin  coal  territory  abut¬ 
ting  the  road,  and  those  interested  say  the  Van¬ 
derbilts,  acting  for  the  New  York  Central,  are 
particularly  desirous  of  getting  a  hold  on  West 
Virginia  coal  tonnage.  At  present  they  are  vir¬ 
tually  shut  out  of  the  state  and  they  realize  that 
it  is'  to  their  interest  to  acquire  coal  land  before 
it  is  all  taken. 

Railroad  activity  in  West  Virginia  coal  lands 
is  enjoying  a  pronounced  revival  at  present  and 
there  are  enough  rumors  in  the  air  and  on  paper 
to  be  puzzling,  but  none  has  approached  a  definite 
stage. 

The  Richard  mines,  near  Morgantown,  along 
the  Monongahela  river,  are  to  be  equipped  with 
electrical  machinery.  Coke  ovens  will  also  be  in¬ 
stalled  there. 


The  St.  Louis  Coal  Market. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Aug.  17. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Markets  here  this  week  are  dull 
and  without  important  change  from  last  week. 
There  is  very  little  demand  for  free  coal,  and 
the  price  is  so  low  that  it  is  really  immaterial. 
There  is  considerable  coal  moving,  but  it  is 
mostly  on  contracts. 

Good  shaker  screened  lump  can  be  had  at 
$1.05@1.85  f.  o.  b.  East  St.  Louis.  Two  large 
companies  in  this  city  are  endeavoring  to  create  a 
market  here  for  Arkansas  semi-anthracite  coal.  This 
is  a  high-grade  coal,  its  qualities  being  similar  to 
the  well  known  Pocahontas  and  New  River  prod¬ 
uct.  Whether  their  efforts  will  meet  with  success 
can  only  be  conjectured.  Most  coal  dealers  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  St.  Louis  market  will  not  support 
a  high-grade  product  for  steam  purposes.  This 
coal  can  be  had  at  $5.00(f56.00  per  ton  delivered  at 
retail. 

The  retail  market  is  in  much  the  same  condi¬ 
tion  as  it  has  been  the  past  month,  although  de¬ 
mand  is  beginning  to  be  more  active  and  orders 
are  coming  in  a  little  faster  than  they  have  in  the 
past  two  weeks.  The  summer  bituminous  market 
practically  has  been  destroyed  by  the  local  gas 
company:  consequently,  acknowledging  this  fact, 
the  local  distributers  in  the  retail  market  are 
making  little  effort  to  dispose  of  soft  coal. 

Shipments  of  Pennsylvania  anthracite  are  con¬ 
siderably  better  than  they  were,  and  all  distribut¬ 
ers  report  receiving  a  better  grade  of  coal  than 
last  year.  The  prices  of  anthracite  remain  the 


same  as  last  week,  viz.,  $8.05(i('8.30  per  ton  de¬ 
livered. 

Good  bituminous  coal  can  be  had  for  domestic 
I)urposes  at  10@15  cents  per  bushel  delivered. 

Rumors  that  the  operators  in  the  Chicago  & 
Alton  sub-district  are  discriminating  against  the 
miners  who  deserted  their  posts  pending  a  set¬ 
tlement  over  the  shot-firers’  controversy  are  being 
investigated  by  the  United  Mine  Workers  of 
Illinois.  It  is  charged  by  the  miners  that  one 
company,  which  controls  seven  mines  in  the 
state,  has  refused  to  employ  workmen  who  arc 
out  of  work  as  a  result  of  the  machine  mine 
controversy.  It  is  alleged  that  miners  have  ap¬ 
plied  for  work  at  the  above  mines  and  have  been 
refused.  A  report  of  the  facts  in  the  case  has 
been  made  to  the  state  miners’  officials,  and  the 
matter  is  being  investigated.  The  miners  base 
their  complaint  on  a  section  of  the  state  agree¬ 
ment  which  says  that  there  shall  be  no  discrimi¬ 
nation  against  union  workmen  in  any  of  the 
mines  of  Illinois.  It  is  said  that  the  operators 
will  take  action  in  the  matter  and  attempt  to 
bring  about  a  prompt  settlement  of  the  trouble  in 
the  Chicago  &  Alton  sub-district. 


The  Ohio  Coal  Trade. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  Aug.  17. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Of  the  three  big  lake  shipping  cor¬ 
porations  which  control  the  bulk  of  the  Hock¬ 
ing  valley  output,  all  are  running  full  capacity. 
The  New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  is  buying  coal  to 
help  fill  its  contracts,  and  the  other  companies 
claim  to  have  a  market  in  sight  for  every  ton 
they  will  be  able  to  mine  for  the  remainder  of 
the  season. 

The  domestic  coal  trade  is  fairly  active  and 
continues  to  strenghten.  Prices  are  firm  at 
$1.15@1.25  for  Hocking  lump  at  the  mine.  An 
increase  to  $1.35  is  expected  on  .September  first, 
based  on  an  anticipated  advance  of  fifteen  cents 
per  ton  on  lake  coal. 

In  spite  of  the  good  showing  made  in  some 
quarters  and  the  assurance  of  a  better  trade  for 
everybody  from  now  on.  the  present  season,  gen¬ 
erally  speaking,  will  prove  one  of  the  most  un¬ 
profitable  for  years. 

A  number  of  mines  throughout  Ohio  districts 
have  been  scarcely  worked  at  all.  There  has  not 
been  enough  business  to  go  around,  and  it  has 
been  secured  by  the  more  active  and  progressive 
operating  companies. 

No  further  orders  are  bein'g  taken  in  this 
market  for  Pocahontas  smokeless  coal  under  sixty 
days’  delivery.  An  unprecedented  demand  is  re¬ 
ported  at  prices  in  advance  of  the  same  period 
last  year.  The  present  quotation  is  $1.75,  with 
$2.00  offered  for  immediate  delivery. 

'  ZiC  Personal  Notes  of  Iiitei-est, 

W.  P.  Guild,  of  Cleveland,  president  of  the 
Pitt.sburg-Belmont  Coal  Co.,  was  in  the  city  on 
.Saturday  last. 

John  Taylor,  of  the  Taylor-Williams  Coal  Co., 
has  gone  to  Europe,  accompanied  by  his  wife, 
on  a  six  weeks’  vacation. 

George  Gully,  formerly  of  the  Middle  States 
Coal  Co.,  with  headquarters  at  Olmsted,  W.  Va., 
has  taken  a  position  as  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  Creek  Co.’s  mines  at  Nelsonville. 

The  Columbus  &•  Hocking  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  has 
just  completed  one  of  the  largest  hoppers  in  the 
valley  at  the  Hocking  Valley  railway  opening 
of  its  Kincaid  mine.  This  improvement  will  give 
the  company  a  total  output  of  5,000  tons  daily. 

1'he  Eagle  Coal  Co.  has  made  arrangements  to 
handle  the  output  of  Chicago  &  Hocking  Co.’s 
mine  at  Corning,  Ohio,  and  of  the  Northwest 
Coal  Co.’s  mine  at  Jasonville,  Ind.  Each  have 
an  output  of  from  thirty  to  forty  cars  per  day. 

Bids  on  coal  supply  for  the  Columbus  municipal 
light  plant  and  for  the  Columbus  waterworks 
have  been  opened.  The  lowest  price  on  the 
former  was  ninety-nine  cents  for  Hocking  nut, 
pea  and  slack,  and  on  the  latter  $1.52^$  for  Cam¬ 
bridge  run-of-mine. 

L.  C.  Lathrop,  a  prominent  capitalist  of  New 
York  city  and  vice-president  of  the  Columbus  & 
Hocking  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  has  been  in  Columbus 
and  vicinity  for  the  past  few  days,  inspecting, 
with  President  Kachelniachcr,  the  properties  in 
which  he  is  interested. 
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Third  Outing  of  Chicago  Coal  Men  Very  Successful. 


1  he  third  annual  outing  of  the  wholesale  coal 
interests  of  Chicago  held  last  Saturday  at 
Kavinia  park  was  very  successful  in  every  re¬ 
spect,  the  day  being  fully  enjoyed  by  nearly  500 
nienibcrs  of  the  trade.  'I'he  attendance  was  the 
largest  at  any  of  the  outings  yet  held  by  the  coal 
men  of  this  city,  which  indicates  the  increasing 
interest  in  these  affairs  and  practically  assures 
their  recurrence  each  sunnner.  In  addition  to 
the  largest  attendance  on  record,  there  were  many 
other  features  which  contributed  to  the  success 
and  enjoyment  of  the  occasion.  Itarly  in  the 
morning  there  was  a  slight  sprinkle  of  rain, 
which  laid  the  dust,  the  grounds  vyere  in  fine 
shape  and  were  well  located,  providing  ample 
accommodations  for  the  various  games  and 
athletic  events  which  are  the  main  features  of 
these  outings.  The  temperature  w’as  neither  too 
warm  nor  too  cold.  The  ])roximity  of  the  pic¬ 
nic  grounds  to  Chicago  made  it  possible  for  many 
w'ho  did  not  have  time  to  give  the  whole  day  to 
the  picnic  to  attend  for  a  short  time,  cither  in 
the  afternoon  or  in  the  morning.  '  The  com¬ 
mittees  having  the  arrangements  in  charge  car¬ 
ried  out  their  plans  without  a  break  and  every¬ 
thing  possible  was  done  for  the  pleasure  and 
welfare  of  those  who  attended.  The  picnic  was 
well  managed  throughout  and  the  keen  interest 


The  second  number  on  the  program  of  sports 
and  athletic  events  was  the  tug  of  war  between 
the  strong  men  in  the  coal  trade.  The  con¬ 
tending  teams  represented  the  Pittsburgh  Coal 
Co.,  Coxe  Pros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  Lehigh  Valley  Coal 
Co.  and  T.  hj.  Koehler  &  Co.  In  the  first  heat 
the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  pulled  against  the  Coxe 
P>ros.  &  Co.  team  and  won  out.  Then  the  T.  N. 
Koehler  &  Co.  team  pulled  against  the  brawny 
men  from  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.  and  won 
out.  In  the  final  heat  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co. 
won  from  T.  N.  Koehler  &  Co.  and  was  given 
first  prize,  consisting  of  a  handsome  silver  cup 
for  the  team  as  a  whole  and  bronze  cups  for 
each  of  the  members.  The  members  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Coal  Co.  team  were:  F.  J.  Browning, 
J.  Sullivan,  J.  D.  Sauerberg  and  h'.  C.  Fyfe. 
This  is  the  third  successive  year  that  this  team 
has  won  the  tug  of  war. 

h'ollowing  an  ample  luncheon  served  in  the 
Casino  at  Ravinia  park,  after  the  party  had  had 
its  picture  taken,  the  athletic  events  were  re¬ 
sumed  with  renewed  interest. 

Many  Kvents  In  tlie  Afternoon. 

'I'he  first  event  of  the  afternoon  was  a  fifty- 
yard  dash,  open  to  all  coal  men.  There  were  a 
large  number  of  entries,  necessitating  four  heats 


Coal  Mining  Co.,  Williams  &  Peters,  Peabody 
Coal  Co.,  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  and  Lehigh 
Valley  Coal  Co.  Williams  &  Peters  won  this 
event  in  an  exciting  finish  between  H.  IL  Gibbs 
and  Buchanan,  of  the  Wilmington  Star  Coal  Min¬ 
ing  Co.  It  is  claimed  that  Gibbs  won  by  a  nose 
and  all  down  the  last  100  yards  of  the  course 
these  two  contestants  were  running  so  close  to¬ 
gether  that  it  would  have  been  hard  to  tell  which 
was  ahead.  Williams  &  Peters  were  given  first 
place  and  the  Wilmington  Star  Coal  Mining  Co. 
second  place. 

'I'he  final  event  on  the  regular  program  was 
the  fat  men’s  race,  won  by  F.  A.  Holmes;  sec¬ 
ond,  W.  A.  Quinlan. 

llIioUeH  I'reseiils  I'rl/.es  to  'WliiiierB. 

The  presentation  of  prizes  to  the  winners  was 
made  by  H.  11.  Rhodes,  general  manager  of  sales 
of  the  Consolidated  Indiana  Coal  Co.  Mr. 
Rhodes  is  at  all  times  a  happy  speaker,  but  was 
particularly  so  on  Jhis  occasion.  He  referred  to 
the  fact  that  he  was  the  “baby”  in  the  coal 
trade,  having  been  identified  with  it  for  only  three 
or  four  months,  but  expressed  his  appreciation 
of  the  honor  of  aw'arding  the  prizes  to  the  win¬ 
ners  in  the  various  athletic  events.  His  remarks 
to  each  of  the  winners  as  the  prizes  were  awarded 
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and  happy  rivalry  in  the  various  athletic  events 
added  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  occasion. 

'rickets  to  the  number  of  650  had  been  sold, 
and  when  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  special 
train  pulled  out  of  the  Kinzie  street  station  for 
Evanston  it  did  not  require  much  of  an  imagina¬ 
tion  to  believe  that  nearly  every  ticket  which  had 
been  sold  was  used.  At  Evanston  the  picnic 
party  transferred  to  the  coaches  of  the  Qii- 
cago  &  Milwaukee  electric  line,  and  a  fast  run 
was  made  to  Ravinia  park,  sixteen  miles  distant. 
This  electric  line  traverses  the  prettiest  of  the 
north  shore  suburbs,  and  to  many  the  trip  was 
the  first  they  had  taken  over  it,  which  added  the 
spice  of  novelty. 

First  Kvent  Was  Baseball  Oatne. 

At  Ravinia  park  the  first  feature  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  was  a  baseball  game  between  the  Pea¬ 
body  Coal  Co.  team  and  'I'he  Black  Diamonds. 
A.  O.  'fandy,  one  of  the  greatest  baseball  cranks 
in  the  coal  trade,  was  selected  for  the  important 
position  of  umpire  and  fulfilled  the  duties  of  this 
trying  position  with  credit  to  himself  and  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  contending  teams.  The 
Peabody  Coal  Co.  team  had  slightly  the  best  of 
the  argument  which  ensued,  the  final  score  being 
6  to  3  against  The  Black  Diamonds.  Captain 
Kane’s  men  (the  Peabody  team)  have  played 
several  games  before  this  season  and  had  prac¬ 
ticed  together,  while  Captain  Hill’s  team  (The 
Black  Diamonds)  was  composed  mostly  of  coal 
men,  who  only  have  opportunity  to  play  ball  in 
the  interim  betw'een  sales  of  their  coal.  'I  he  base¬ 
ball  game  was  an  interesting  part  of  the  pro¬ 
gram  and  was  watched  by  a  large  crow'd  of  coal 
men  in  the  stadium,  this  being  a  delightful  place 
from  which  to  view  it. 


before  the  finals  were  run.  H.  H.  Gibbs,  of 
Williams  &  Peters,  won  first  place  in  this  event, 
and  Sidney  Beers,  with  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc., 
won  second  place.  A  silver  medal  was  awarded 
to  Mr.  Gibbs  and  a  bronze  medal  to  Mr. .Beers. 

In  the  shot-put,  Frank  Caldwell,  of  the  Pea¬ 
body  Coal  Co.,  won  first  place,  putting  the  shot 
over  thirty-five  feet,  while  second  place  was  won 
by  Sidney  Beers,  of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc. 
There  were  a  large  number  of  contestants.  “Bob” 
Maxwell,  a  well  known  athlete  of  the  University 
of  Chicago,  was  prevailed  upon  to  give  an  ex¬ 
hibition  of  putting  the  shot  and  made  a  record  of 
forty-five  feet  and  nine  inches. 

In  the  hundred-yard  dash,  H.  H.  Gibbs,  of 
Williams  and  Peters,  known  as  “No.  9,”  won  first 
place  very  easily,  with  J.  C.  Kearney,  of  the 
Standard  Washed  Coal  Co.,  second.  Medals  were 
awarded  to  the  successful  contestants. 

The  sack  race  proved  exciting  and  was  won 
by  H.  H.  Gibbs,  of  Williams  &  Peters,  with 
Frank  Caldwell,  of  the  Peabody  Coal  Co.,  sec¬ 
ond.  Medals  were  awarded  the  winners. 

The  standing  broad  jump  was  won  by  Frank 
Caldwell,  of  the  Peabody  Coal  Co.,  with  H.  H. 
Gibbs,  of  Williams  &  Peters,  second. 

In  the  running  broad  jump,  H.  H.  Gibbs,  of 
Williams  &  Peters,  won  first  place,  while  H.  J. 
Koeber,  of  Henry  Holverscheid  &  Co.,  won  sec¬ 
ond  place. 

Due  to  lack  of  time  and  also  of  potatoes,  the 
potato  race  was  eliminated.  The  program,  while 
not  a  lengthy  one,  required  more  time  than  was 
expected,  owing  to  the  large  number  of  entries 
in  each  event. 

One  of  the  main  features  of  the  afternoon  was 
the  400-yard  relay  race,  in  which  there  were  five 
teams  entered,  representing  the  Wilmington  Star 


were  particularly  appropriate,  and  this  part  of 
the  program  was  frequently  punctuated  with  ap¬ 
plause. 

In  addition  to  prizes  in  each  of  these  events, 
there  were  silver  cups  for  the  representatives  of 
the  two  coal  companies  having  the  highest  ag¬ 
gregate  scores  based  on  the  number  of  first  and 
second  places  won  by  their  employes.  ■  The  first 
silver  cup  went  to  Williams  &  Peters,  with  a 
total  of  twenty-eight.  This  score  was  won 
largely  by  H.  H.  Gibbs,  who  obtained  twenty- 
three  of  the  twenty-eight  and  helped  to  obtain 
the  other  five.  The  Peabody  Coal  Co.  was 
awarded  the  second  cup  with  a  score  of  thirteen. 
These  cups  are  handsome  affairs,  appropriately 
engraved,  and  it  is  the  intention  that  they  shall 
be  kept  in  the  office  of  the  winning  companies. 

There  were  many  impromptu  events  in  addition 
to  the  regular  program.  The  Screenings,  cap¬ 
tained  by  T.  W.  Gilmore,  and  the  Peabody  Coal 
Co.  team,  under  the  guidance  of  Captain  Kane, 
pla3’ed  a  match  .game  of  baseball  late  in  the 
afternoon.  The  Peabody  Coal  Co.  won  by  a 
score  so  large  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  mention 
it  at  this  time.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the 
Screenings  were  shut  out,  although  on  several 
different  occasions ‘it  looked  as  if  they  might  get 
in  a  tally. 

Another  impromptu  event  was  a  handball  con¬ 
test  between  J.  H.  M.  Claggett,  Lee  J.  Ward, 
E.  S.  Van  Sant.  Milton  E.  Robinson.  W.  C. 
Luhnow  and  many  others.  At  times  the  game 
raged  fast  and  furious  and  the  atmosphere  was 
full  of  handballs.  Lee  J.  Ward  was  the  only  one 
to  meet  with  an  accident.  In  running  for  a  ball 
he  sprained  his  knee,  which  incapacitated  him 
for  rapid  locomotion  for  several  days. 
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Another  impromptu  part  of  the  program  was 
the  bathing  in  Lake  Michigan,  just  east  of 
Ravinia  park.  Many  of  the  younger  men  in  the 
coal  ■  trade  availed  themselves  of  the  facilities 
at  that  point  and  obtained  much  pleasure  from 
their  cool  dip. 

Picntc  Funds  to  Pay  for  Hospital  Bed. 

From  the  standpoint  of  pleasure,  the  picnic  was 
certainly  a  success,  but  from  the  standpoint  of 
financial  results  it  also  can  be  counted  in  the 
same  category.  The  net  profit  will  be  used  to 
continue  the  bed  at  St.  Luke’s  hospital,  which  is 
maintained  for  the  benefit  of  the  coal  men  of 
Chicago.  This  requires  an  expenditure  of  $300 
per  annum,  and  when  the  financial  results  are 
known  it  is  expected  that  the  amount  will  be 
some  larger  than  is  required. 

The  credit  for  the  success,  of  the  picnic  largely 
belongs  to  the  members  of  the  various  commit¬ 
tees.  most  of  them  having  devoted  nearly  all  of 
their  time  for  two  weeks  prior  to  the  outing  to 
the  work  of  arrangement.  G.  H.  Merryweather, 
of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  was  the  chairman  of 
the  general  committee  and  ex  officio  member  of 
all  the  other  committees ;  L.  R.  Rutter  was  chair¬ 
man  of  the  committee  on  sports  and  pastimes ; 
F.  J.  Browning  was  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  finance  and  had  charge  of  the  sale  of  tickets, 
doing  most  of  this  work  personally,  while 
“Buck”  Buchanan  was  treasurer  in  charge  of  the 
finances,  and  P.  S.  Elwell  was  clerk  in  charge 
of  the  entries.  In  addition  there  were  many 
other  members  of  the  committees  who  are  en¬ 
titled  to  much  commendation  for  their  earnest 
efforts  to  make  the  outing  a  great  success,  in¬ 
cluding  many  members  of  the  Chicago  Track 
Dealers’  Association,  who  were  in  attendance  at 
the  outing. 


Figures  as  to  Washery  Coal. 

The  production  of  coal  at  washeries  in  the  an¬ 
thracite  regions — that  is,  coal  washed  out  of  the 
culm  banks— was  less  last  year  than  in  1903. 

Saving  coal  by  the  washing  process  has  been 
going  on  for  about  fifteen  years,  and  it  has  be¬ 
come  quite  a  large  business.  In  1903,  when  the 
washery  production  was  greatest,  it  was  equal  to 
the  output  of  the  anthracite  mines  in  1850.  The 
growth  in  fifteen  years  has  been  from  61,600  tons 
in  1890  to  3,693,606  in  1903.  In  1904  the  output 
fell  to  2,800,466  tons.  At  the  rate  of  washing 
in  the  last  four  years,  the  culm  banks  will  nat¬ 
urally  be  exhausted;  but  it  is  estimated  that 
washing  coal  will  be  somewhat  of  a  factor  during 
the  first  quarter  of  this  century.  Up  to  this  time 
19,614,049  tons  of  coal  have  been  reclaimed  from 
the  mountains  of  culm  which  are  scattered  over 
the  coal  regions.^  The  following  table  shows  the 
washery  production,  the  total  production  of  coal 
and  the  percentage  of  washery  coal : 


July  Output  of  New  T^iver  Coal. 


The  output  of  New  River  coal  for  July,  as  pre¬ 
pared  by  the  Fayettesville  (W.  Va.)  Journal,  was 
slightly  in  excess  of  the  total  for  June,  as  follows: 

. .  Total 

Daily  Coal 
Allotment.  Loacletl. 


White  Oak  Coal  Co .  4,200 

Hemlock  Hollow  .  000 

(Irecnwood  .  950 

Quinnimont  .  500 

Glendale  .  H50 

Laurel  .  300 

licckley  . .  *  050 

Mahscott  .  450 

Raleigh  .  1,300 

Piney  No.  1 .  350 

Piney  No.  2 .  450 

Piney  No.  3 . ? .  350 

Lanark  .  600 

Stonewall  .  400 

Wright  No.  1  .  500 

Wright  No.  2  .  300 

Terry  . 450 

Royal  .  350 

Ridgeview  .  200 

Ephriara  Creek  .  1,100 

Alaska  .  400 

Beechwood  No.  1  .  550 

Beechwood  No.  2  .  350 

Stone  ClifT  .  350 

Graham  .  400 

Oswald  .  400 

Kilsyth  .  1,000 

Sugar  Creek  .  900 

Macdonald  .  750 

Turkey  Knob  .  000 

Dunn  Loup  No.  1  .  450 

Dunn  Loup  No.  2  .  900 

Derryhale  .  775 

Sun  Nos.  1  and  2 .  2,200 

Collins  .  2,200 

Laura  .  300 

Star  . 1,000 

Harvey  .  950 

Prudence  .  1,100 

Dunglen  .  200 

Big  Bend  .  150 

Echo  .  400 

Fire  Creek  .  100 

Victoria  . 800 

Keeney’s  Creek  .  300 

Nuttall  .  350 

Blume  . ; .  .  550 

Rothwell  .  350 

Smokeless  .  600 

Ballinger  No.  1  .  450 

Ballinger  No.  2  .  150 

Boone  .  200 

Fayette  .  250 

Mfg.  &  Cuns  .  250 

Michigan  .  350 

Elmo  .  250 

Su'nnyside  .  120 

New  Castle  .  250' 

Ansted  .  1,200 

Rend  No.  1  .  200 

Rend  Nos.  2,  4  and  5 .  2,200 

Thurmond  Nos.  1  and  2 .  1,000 

Rush  Run  .  800 

Red  Ash  .  1,000 

Brooklyn  .  350 

Cunard  .  350 

Chapman  .  450 

Brown  .  600 

Kaymoor  No.  1  . 500 

Kaymoor  No.  2  .  200 

Cataract  .  200 

Oney  . 1  200 


47,275 

4,590 

-.7,200 

3.720 
2,050 
2,280 
5,750 
5,520 

12,850 

3,130 

3,870 

3.100 

4.590 
3,140 
4,370 
2,020 
3,180 
3,400 

1.720 
7,280 
2,780 
4,300 
2,070 
2,680 
5,350 
4,110 

10,100 

10,590 

7,575 

6,290 

5,060 

8,860 

7,580 

20,320 

20,755 

2,910 

10,010 

10,175 

10,770 

2,390 

1,085 

3,620 

910 

4,370 

2,670 

3.400 

5.100 

2.950 
4,660 
4,090 

1.400 
1,880 
2,730 
2,540 

3.420 

1.950 
980 

1,930 

14,920 

2,810 

22,520 

8,890 

5,820 

6,850 

2.590 
1,920 
3,955 
5,630 
5.570 
2,740 

1.420 
1,805 


Shipments 

Per  cent  of 

from 

Total 

washery 

Year. 

washeries. 

shipments. 

coal. 

1890  . 

.  41,600 

36,615,459 

0.11 

1891 . 

.  85,702 

40,448,336 

0.21 

1892  . 

.  90,495 

41,893,320 

0,22 

1893  . 

43,089.537 

0.57 

1894  . 

.  634,116 

41,391,200 

1.53 

1895  . 

. 1,080,800 

46,571,477 

2.32 

1896  . 

.  895,042 

43,177,485 

2.07 

1897  . 

.  993,603 

41,637,864 

2.39 

1898  . 

41,899,751 

2.62 

1899  . 

47,665,204 

2.87 

1900  . . 

. 2,059,349 

45,107,484 

4.57 

1901 . ■.  .  . 

. 2,567,335 

53,568,601 

4.79 

1902  . 

. 1,959,406 

31,200,890 

6.28 

1903  . 

. 3,693,606 

59,362,831 

6.22 

1904  . 

. 2,800,466 

57,492,522 

4.87 

Total . 

. 19,614,049 

671,121,961 

2.92 

The  percentage  of  washery  coal  to  the  total 
production  increased  from  0.11  per  cent  in  T890 
to  6.28  per  cent  in  1902  and  fell  to  4.87  per  cent 
in  1904.  The  average  for  the  fifteen  years  has 
been  2.92  per  cent. 

The  amount  of  anthracite  coal  below  buckwheat 
size,  including  rice,  barley  and  culm,  produced  at 
collieries  and  washeries  in  recent  years,  was'  as 
follows ; 


Year. 

Tons. 

Pet.  of 
total. 

Year. 

Tons. 

Pet.  of 
total. 

1890  . 

...  807,398 

2.2 

1898  . 

.  .  .2,094,988 

5.0 

1891  . 

...  903,726 

2.2 

1899  . 

.  .  .2,621,586 

6.6 

1892  . 

...  795,179 

1.9 

1900  . 

. .  .2,934,823 

6.51 

11893  . 

.  .  .1,010,453 

2.3 

1901  . 

. . .3,705.066 

6.92 

1894  . 

. .  .1,353,452 

3.2 

1902  . 

. .  .3,592,670 

11.61 

1895  . 

..  .1,780,828 

3.8 

1903  . 

...5,513,726 

9.29 

1896  . 

.  .  .1,705,866 

4.0 

1904  . 

. .  .5,904,448 

10.27 

1897  . 

...1,667,343 

3.8 

430,420 

Cars  coke  loaded:  Beechwood,  12;  Macdonald, 
86;  Turkey  Knob,  82;  Sun., 41;  Collins,  49;  Har¬ 
vey.  50  :  Fire  Creek,  59  ;  Victoria,  71 ;  Sunnyside, 
5;  Ansted,  173;  Brooklyn,  33;  Chapman,  24;  Kay¬ 
moor,  116. 


Wagon  Prices  'at  Chicago. 


ANTHRACITE. 

Grate  .  $6.40 

Stove .  6.65 

Chestnut  .  6.65 

Egg  .  6.65 

BITUMINOUS. 

Hocking  lump .  $3.75 

Hocking  nut  .  3.25 

Illinois  lump,  egg  and  nut .  2.75 

Indiana  lump,  egg  and  nut .  2.75 

Wilmington  chunks  . ‘.  3.25 

New  Kentucky  lump  and  egg .  3.50 

No.  1  washed  nut .  3.00 

Brazil  block  .  3.50 

Jackson  Hill  and  Wcllston .  4.75 

Cannel  lump  .  6.25 

Smithing  .  4.50 

West  Virginia  splint .  4.00 

Cas-house  coke  .  4.50 


E.  R.  Lightcap,  general  manager  of  the  Sans 
Bois  Coal  Co.,  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  was  recently  in 
Chicago  on  a  business  trip. 


Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  main  coal  shaft  at  Panama,  Ill.,  has  been 
sunk  to  a  depth  of  100  feet  and  over  forty  men 
are  employed  about  the  opening.  An  electric 
lighting  plant  has  been  installed. 

The  Bear  Creek  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Billings, 
Mon.,  will  shortly  expend  about  $60,000  on  new 
machinery  for  its  plant,  which  it  is  hoped  to  have 
installed  by  the  first  of  October. 

The  Big  Creek  Coal  Co.,  Houghton,  Mich., 
is  making  a  number  of  improvements  at  its  mine 
at  St.  David,  enlarging  the  tipple  and  building 
a  viaduct  over  the  switch  at  that  point. 

The  Chandler  Coal  Co.,  Evansville.  Ind..  re¬ 
cently  increased  its  capital  from  $25,000  to  $50,- 
000.  David  Kronenberger  is  president  of  this 
company  and  J.  Bryan  is  secretary. 

The  Carl  Coal  Co.,  Gallipolis,  Ohio,  recently 
made  a  general  assignment  for  the  benefit  of  its 
creditors.  Frank  Chapman,  Hartford,  W.  Va., 
was  made  assignee,  under  bond  of  $5,000. 

Miller  Bros.,  of  Chchalis,  Wash.,  recently  se¬ 
cured  a  five-year  lease  on  the  Chehalis  coal  mine 
from  C.  Rosenthal,  the  owner,  who  resides  in 
Olympia.  Slany  improvements  will  be  made  and 
the  output  will  be  largely  increased  within  a  short 
time. 

The  Great  Western  Coal  Co.,  Canon  City, 
Colo.,  has  acquired  forty  acres  of  coal  land  near 
that  city.  The  company  has  a  large  number  of 
miners  at  work  getting  the  mine  in  shape  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  larger  tonnage  of  coal  during  the  coming 
winter. 

Charles  E.  Evans,  receiver  of  the  Ruthven  Coal 
Co.,  Carrollton,  Ohio,  recently  offered  the  assets 
of  the  defunct  coal  company  for  sale,  but  no 
bidders  responded.  The  receiver  was  appointed 
at  the  request  of  the  National  Fuel  Co.,  of  Car¬ 
rollton. 

The  production  of  coal  during  this  year  by 
the  Pacific  Coast  Co.,  Seattle,  Wash.,  has  broken 
all  previous  records.  The  great  development  of 
the  Puget  Sound  steam  shipping  trade  is  said  to 
be  responsible  for  the  marked  increase  in  the 
sales  of  fuel. 

There  is  no  perceptible  change  in  the  strike 
of  the  miners  at  Nanaimo,  B.  C.  The  Dominion 
government  has  offered  to  send  a  representative 
to  confer  with  the  strike  officials  with  a  view 
to  effecting  a  settlement  of  the  trouble,  but  as  yet 
nothing  has  been  accomplished. 

It  is  rumored  that  the  Kansas,  Medicine  Bow  & 
Western  railroad  will  be  built  into  Trinidad, 
Colo.,  within  a  short  time.  The  line  will  run 
from  Anthony,  Kas.,  to  Trinidad,  opening  up  a 
rich  agricultural  district,  and  will  give  a  direct 
outlet  for  Colorado  coal  and  coke. 

During  a  severe  rain  storm  at  Des  Moines, 
^  Iowa,  recently,  five  miners  employed  at 
"the  West  Riverside  mine,  near  that  city,  took 
shelter  in  a  powder  house.  During  the  progress 
of  the  storm  the  building  was  struck  by  light¬ 
ning,  the  men  being  instantly  killed. 

The  S.  W.  Little  Coal  Co.,  near  Petersburg, 
Ind.,  recently  placed  a  mortgage  on  its  plant, 
including  1,800  acres  of  coal  land,  to  the  amount 
of  $65,000,  which  is  to  be  used  to  meet  outstand¬ 
ing  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $40,000  and  for 
making  extensive  improvements  in  the  property. 

The  Eastern  Illinois  Coal  Co.,  Hillsboro.  Dl., 
is  taking  up  options  on  coal  lands  in  that  vicin¬ 
ity,  which  it  recently  secured,  paying  $10.00  an 
acre  for  all  coal  within  a  mile  of  the  Burlington 
railway.  The  company  is  endeavoring  to  obtain 
options  on  30,000  acres  of  coal  in  that  part  of 
the  state. 

In  the  sale  of  the  Gale  Creek  Coal  Mining  Co., 
Tacoma,  Wash.,  to  Charles  E.  Shepard,  of  that 
city,  for  $207,450,  the  court  has  been  asked  to 
fix  the  amount  of  the  first  payment  and  the  time 
and  amount  of  subsequent  payments.  The  pur¬ 
chaser  refused  to  pay  more  than  $10,070  in  cash 
and  bonds. 

The  Tidewater  Consfilidated  Coal  Co..  Coal 
Harbor.  .Maska,  has  completed  plans  for  the  build 
ing  of  a  1.000-ton  coal  bunker  at  Seattle,  Wa.'h. 
A  railroad  line  will  also  be  built  to  the  property 
at  Seattle  and  a  large  coaling  plant  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  loading  coal  on  vessels  will  Ik  established 
in  that  city  as  well  as  at  several  other  iarge  cities 
on  the  Pacific  coast. 
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Coal  dealers  who  have  devoted  their  time  to  summer  lines  should  now 
turn  their  attention  to  winter  lines.  This  is  the  best  time  of  the  year  to 
stock  coal. 

There  are  indications  of  a  better  demand  for  bituminous  coal  in  all 
the  principal  markets  of  the  country  this  week.  Judging  by  the  stagnation  of 
the  past  three  months  and  the  small  tonnage  that  has  gone  into  storage, 
business  should  increase  with  leaps  and  bounds  as  soon  as  the  consunrng 
season  is  at  hand. 

]\Tr.  Coal  Dealer,  you  had  better  watch  the  car  situation.  Possibly 
you  will  not  be  able  to  obtain  coal  when  you  want  it  if  you  wait  too  long. 
The  immense  grain  crops  and  the  large  tonnage  of  other  marketable  freight 
will  congest  the  railroads  during  the  autumn.  Low  grade  freight  such  as 
coal  and  other  connnod  ties  will  be  more  or  less  neglected. 

General  Coal  and  Coke  Agent  H.  M.  Mathews,  of  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  railroad,  has  completed  a  statement  of  the  tonnage  of  coal  and  coke 
originating  on  this  rail  line  between  July  first,  1904.  and  May  twenty-first,  1905, 
The  coal  freight  amounted  to  20,212,517  tons,  an  increase  of  1,724,199  tons 
over  the  same  period  in  1903  and  1904.  The  coke  freight  amounted  to 
3,497,163 ,  tons  for  the  same  period,  a  gain  of  680,398  tons.  This  shows  the 


remarkable  increase  in  the  coal  consumption  of  the  country  during  that 
period,  inasmuch  as  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  practically  all  of  this  coal 
already  has  gone  into  consumption.  Along  this  same  line  it  is  also  safe  to  say 
that  the  bulk  of  the  increase  was  absorbed  in  the  eastern  states,  as  the  low 
prices  for  western  bituminous  coal  and  the  high  freight  rates  from  eastern 
fields  to  these  consuming  points  have  had  a  tendency  to  reduce  the  volume 
of  tonnage  moving  west  of  Pittsburg. 

There  is  an  old  saying  that  it  is  always  darkest  just  before  the  dawn. 
Possibly  the  present  demoralization  of  coal  prices  in  the  west  is  the  darkness 
which  will  precede  better  prices  and  a  more  active  demand.  'Phere  are 
indications  that  the  demand  may  come  as  soon  as  dealers  begin  to  stock 
jiiore  of  the  domestic  product,  and  as  the  amount  of  all-rail  coal  which  has 
gone  into  storage  the  past  summer  comparatively  is  small,  when  the  con- 
suming  season  commences  the  transformation  should  be  very  rapid. 

The  daily  newspapers  of  the  country,  judging  by  their  editorial  utter¬ 
ances,  are  almost  unanimous  on  the  proposition  that  there  should  be  no 
strike  in  the  anthracite  region  next  year.  Undoubtedly  their  position  is 
sustained  by  public  sentiment.  Should  the  miners’  organization  be  the 
aggressor  if  trouble  does  occur,  the  national  officials  will  find  that  it  will  be 
much  more  difficult  to  raise  a  defense  fund  from  public  contributions  and 
to  continue  the  strike,  than  it  was  in  1902.  This  is  a  pointer  which  they 
should  seriously  ponder. 

Criticising  the  Coal  Operator. 

The  coal  operator  comes  in  for  more  than  his  share  of  criticism.  He 
seems  to  be  a  subject  of  public  comment  more  than  any  other  business  man. 
When  no  other  charge  can  be  brought  against  him,  it  is  claimed  that  he  is 
incompetent.  In  this  connection  we  desire  to  quote  portions  of  an  article 
which  recently  appeared  in  the  American  of  Nashville,  Tenn. : 

“The  coal  operator  today  is  the  poorest  business  man  in  the  country,  for 
he  exercises  no  judgment,  and  pays  no  attention  to  conditions  or  estimates 
the  future.  The  bituminous  and  anthracite  producers  are  continually  at 
war.  This  time  the  bituminous  operator  has  the  best  of  it  so  far  as  sales  are 
concerned.  Many  anthracite  mines  have  heaped  up  their  output  and  held 
it  for  good  prices  until  they  have  failed  to  sell  anything  and  now  propose  to 
reduce  wages  or  close  the  mines.” 

This  absolute  foolishness  appeared  in  a  paper  which,  on  most  other  sub¬ 
jects,  exhibits  a  certain  amount  of  common  sense.  For  this  reason  it  is  all 
the  more  distasteful ;  also  it  may  be  said  from  the  same  standpoint  that  it  is 
likely  to  have  more  influence  on  public  sentiment.  Su«h  statements  should 
not  go  unchallenged.  They  do  an  immense  amount  of  harm,  because  they 
create  class  hatred,  the  only  effect  of  which  can  be  that  of  injury.  Refutation 
merely  by  a  general  expression  of  their  error  is  not  sufficient  under  the 
existing  circumstances.  Tangible  proof  ought  to  be  furnished  as  to  such 
error. 

In  all  probability,  there  is  no  producer  of  any  commodity  who  is  handi¬ 
capped  by  so  many  external  conditions  which  are  disadvantageous  to  success 
as  the  coal  operator.  In  marketing  his  product  he  must  reckon  with  the  ivays 
of  Providence.  He  assumes  when  he  produces  his  coal  that  there  will  be  a 
normal  consumption  of  it  based  on  natural  weather  and  climatic  conditions.. 
If  the  weather  fails  him  during  the  period  of  greatest  consumption  and  is 
mild,  he  produces  too  much  coal;  if  the  weather  is  much  severer  than  he  e.x- 
pected,  his  output  is  too  small.  Where  is  there  any  business  man  who  can  be 
absolutely  correct  in  judging  of  weather  conditions?  The  fact  that  the  coal 
operator  does  not  always  gauge  the  future  correctly  is  no  indication  of  his 
incompetencj',  but  rather  is  assurance  that  the  disadvantages  under  which 
he  labors  are  greater  than  those  in  other  lines  of  commerce.  Ihen,  there. is 
another  feature  which  makes  coal  production  a  difficult  line  of  business  to 
follow.  Almost  entirely  the.  cost  of  production  depends  upon  the  relations  of 
the  operator  to  his  employe.  The  highest  degree  of  business  ability  is  required 
to  handle  other  men  satisfactorily.  If  a  coal  operator  could  deal  with  his 
own  emploj'es  without  outside  intervention  his  task  would  be  much 
easier  than  at  present,  but  he  must  satisfy  his  own  employes  and,  in  addition, 
perambulating  agitators  from  many  other  fields.  It  is  not  a  sign  of  in¬ 
competency  when  a  man  can  not  do  this.  Rather  is  it  a  sign  of  a  high  degree 
of  executive  ability  when  a  man  controls  his  own  affairs  successfully,  controls 
the  men  under  his  employ,  who  are  numerous,  and  pacifies  that  portion  of  the 
public  which  continually  is  attempting  to  manage  his  affairs. 

The  coal  operator  has  still  other  disadvantages  which  are  serious  ones. 
He  is  engaged  in  a  conflict  with  nature.  Producing  coal  from  under  the 
earth,  the  hazard  of  his  business  is  material.  Accidents  are  likely  to  occur 
which  may  consume  his  entire  profits  for  a  3’ear  and,  make  heavy  inroads 
on  his  original  capital.  An  explosion  may  happen  where  the  greatest  care  is 
observed  in  meeting  natural  conditions,  when  the  coal  operator  may  be  wiped 
out  of  existence.  It  is  not  incompetency  when,  through  the  act  of  God,  a 
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man’s  means  of  earning  a  livelihood  are  wiped  out.  As  for  the  further  state¬ 
ment  in  this  quotation  which  mentions  a  gulf  between  the  bituminous  and 
anthracite  operators,  there  is  a  scintilla  of  truth  in  the  assertion  that  there 
is  no  harmony  between  the  two  branches  of  the  industry.  Outside  of  this 
one  point  the  statements  are  so  ridiculous  that  they  do  not  need  contradiction. 

The  anthracite  operators  are  not  storing  quantities  of  coal  which  they  have 
been  unable  to  sell;  they  are  not  preparing  to  close  their  mines  indefinitely 
because  they  have  accumulated  this  coal.  Comparatively  bituminous  and  anthra¬ 
cite  have  held  their  just  proportion  of  the  trade  this  year.  Both  are  equally  im¬ 
portant  to  the  coal  consumption  in  this  country  and  any  attempt  to  reflect 
upon  the  one  to  the  advantage  of  the  other  is  foolishness. 

We  desire  to  urge  that  there  be  more  harmony  of  interests  and  purposes 
among  coal  operators  everywhere.  They  must  unite  for  their  self-preservation 
and  for  the  best  interests  of  all  in  meeting  the  problem  of  organized  labor. 
That  they  are  not  united  is  not  a  sign  of  incompetency,  but,  rather,  is  a  result 
of  natural  conditions.  Many  operators  are  located  at  isolated  points  where  it 
is  almost  impossible  for  them  to  come  in  contact  with  others  engaged  in 
mining  enterprises.  It  is  not  easy,  therefore,  for  them  to  come  together  to 
exchange  views  and  absorb  each  other’s  ideas.  The  very  attitude  of  the 
press  is  such  that  it  prevents  any  such  homogeneity,  because  it  criticises 
any  meeting  of  any  character  held  by  coal  men,  on  the  slightest  provocatmn. 
This  criticism,  where  it  charges  incompetency,  therefore,  is  unjustified,  like 
many  others  which  arc  directed  at  coal  men. 

The  Retail  Buying  Policy. 

In  mercantile  lines  there  is  an  old  proverb  to  the  effect  that  goods 
rightly  bought  are  half  sold.  This  phrase  is  so  well  known  and  has  been 
repeated  so  many  times  that  it  almost  seems  unnecessary  to  refer  to  it.  There 
is  a  lack  of  understanding  on  the  part  of  many  dealers,  however,  as  to  its 
full  meaning.  Familiarity  breeds  contempt.  It  is  such  a  conventional  ex¬ 
pression  that  familiarity  with  it  has  resulted  in  a  lack  of  understanding  of 
its  full  force.  It  is  a  truism  which  should  be  in  the  minds  of  every*  dealer  in 
coal  who  wishes  to  attain  success.  It  ought  to  be  in  the  minds  of  every  re¬ 
tailer,  not  as  a  commonplace  expression  which  standsifor  a  trade  principle, 
but  with  a  complete  understanding  of  its  full  meaning. 

To  begin  at  the  beginning,  in  comprehending  this  principle  one  must 
realize  that  the  buying  policy  of  the  dealer  is  equally'  important  with  the 
selling  policy.  There  are  many  in  the  retail  business  who  depend  altogether 
upon  their  selling  policy  for  their  success.  They  would  obtain  greater  profits 
if  they  realized  the  importance  of  buying  coal  on  the  right  basis  as  an  aid  to 
their  sales  policy. 

The  immediate  thought  of  the  practical  retailer  reading  this  article  may 
be  that  we  were  going  to  advocate  economy,  the  purchase  of  coal  at  low 
prices  and  shopping  around  here  and  there  to  save  a  nickel  a  ton.  There  is 
a  false  economy  in  buying  coal,  as  there  is  in  every  other  mercantile  pursuit. 
It  is  very  easy  to  depart  from  the  line  of  demarkation  and  practice  this  false 
economy.  We  believe  that  dealers  should  keep  thoroughly  in  touch  with 
market  conditions  at  all  times,  because  there  are  occasions  when  they  can  buy 
standard  grades  of  coal  of  known  quality  from  conservative  and  careful 
shippers  at  lower  prices  than  at  other  periods.  There  is  only  one  way  in 
which  they  can  keep  in  touch  with  the  markets.  That  is  through  a  study  of 
their  trade  newspapers  and  particularly  the  market  reports.  Some  salesmen 
may  be  able  to  give  them  this  information,  but  in  very  many  instances  the 
salesman  has  an  ax  to  grind  and  his  views  may  be  perverted  to  influence 
business  to  his  company.  Therefore  it  follows  that  the  safest  guide  to  actual 
selling  prices  of  coal  is  found  in  the  modern  trade  newspaper  which^is  care¬ 
ful  in  its  market  reports.  By  being  thoroughly  in  touch  with  actual  market 
conditions  the  dealer,  in  his  purchasing  policy,  may  save  during  the  year 
many  times  the  price  he  pays  for  the  tra,de  newspapers  to  which  he  sub¬ 
scribes.  We  have  an  instance  in  mind  at  this  time.  There  is  the  possibility 
of  an  anthracite  strike  next  spring;  salesmen  are  using  this  information  at 
present  to  influence  sales,  but  the  dealer  who  wishes  to  keep  most  thoroughly 
posted  on  this  subject  should  become  a  subscriber  to  the  trade  paper  which 
is  careful  in  its  judgment  concerning  the  future  and  he  will  profit  by  it. 

The  false  economy  in  buying  coal  consists  in  purchasing  from  a  ship¬ 
ping  company  or  an  operating  company  which  is  too  glowing  in  its  promises 
as  to  the  quality  of  its  product,  and  presumably  is  selling  coal  below  the 
prevailing  market  price.  We  have  had  in  Qiicago  during  the  past  two  years 
a  number  of  shipping  companies  which  did  business  on  the  “get  rich  quick’’ 
basis.  They  seem  to  have  no  regard  whatever  for  moral  or  commercial 
principles,  but  when  they  sell  a  car  of  coal,  deliver  to  the  dealer  whatever 
product  they  happen  to  have  on  hand',  representing  it  to  be  something  that 
it  is  not.  To  be  attracted  by  the  bait  of  low  prices  and  buy  coal  of  such  con¬ 
cerns  is  nearly  always  false  economy. 

It  is  a  fairly  good  principle  to  follow  to  select  producers  of  coal  who 
are  conservative  and  careful  .in  their  methods,  who  have  established  them¬ 
selves  because  they  have  maintained  a  high  degree  of  business  honesty  and 
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who  will  sell  at  low  prices  whenever  the  market  demands  it,  but  usually 
follow  the  policy  that  they  are  entitled  to  get  as  much  for  their  coal  as 
conditions  will  warrant.  A  retailer  who  is  loyal  to  such  companies  in  his 
buying  policy  many  times  will  profit  by  it,  and  if  he  gives  them  to  under¬ 
stand  that  he  is  a  keen,  shrewd  buyer;  that  he  will  maintain  an  attitude  of 
fairness  toward  them  if  they  will  be  fair  to  him  ;  that  he  is  anxious  to  buy 
his  coal  at  as  low  a  price  as  possible,  but  at  the  same  time  obtain  quality, 
and  that  which  he  gives  his  order  for,  he  will  find  that  in  the  long  run  an 
arrangement  with,  such  a  company  is  the  most  profitable  of  any.  It  does 
not  pay  thg  dealer  to  establish  a  business  on  a  grade  of  coal  which  has  merit 
and  then,  as  soon  as  he  has  acquired  a  demand  for  it,  supply  some  other 
grade  if  the  latter  can  be  purchased  at  a  lower  price.  Consumers  of  coal  are 
not  fools.  In  many  instances  they  know  when  they  get  the  coal  they  pay 
for,  and  the  dealer  who,  through  practicing  false  economy  in  buying,  attempts 
to  swindle  them  will  shortly  wonder  why  his  trade  is  dropping  off  and  he  is 
losing  ground.  Good  coal  bought  at  right  prices  is  the  foundation  of  success 
in  the  retail  trade. 

Situation  in  the  Jlnthracite  Region. 

Discussing  the  d  fferent  phases  of  the  labor  situation  in  the  anthracite 
region,  the  Brooklyn  Eagle  considers  the  matter  as  a  whole  in  a  rather  broad 
light,  in  a  recent  editorial.  It  takes  the  ground  that  no  dependence  can  be 
placed  in  the  hope  that  arbitration  will  continue  the  present  peaceful  rela¬ 
tions  between  employers  and  the  employed. 

In  part  the  editorial  follows;  “It  was  hoped  that  secure  relations  had 
been  provhled  and  that  it  would  be  a  long  time  before  the  pubi  c  again  would 
be  vexed  by  quarrels.  It  now  seems  that  the  hope  is  illusive.  Agitation  has 
begun  again.  The  leader  of  the  union  is  in  the  field  again  with  speeches  and 
addresses.  The  miners  are  uneasy.  They  want  more  money  and  they  want 
new  privileges.  The  most  discouraging  thing  is  that  the  miners  and  the 
leaders  who  speak  for  them  have  declined  to  avail  themselves  of  the  ma¬ 
chinery  for  the  adjustment  of  grievances  established.  It  would  appear,  su¬ 
perficially,  that  they  have  little  confidence  in  the  justice  of  their  cause  and 
propose  to  gain  it  by'force,  not  through  arbitration.  Under  such  circum¬ 
stances  the  union  miners  will  find  that  they  will  be  without  the  public  sym¬ 
pathy  which  strengthened  them  in  their  contentions  two  years  ago.” 

Some  idea  of  the  genera!  cheapness  in  cost  of  coal  transportation  can  be 
obtained  from  a  recent  article  which  appeared  in  the  Cosmopolitan  magazine. 
On  the  Great  Lakes  coal  is  transported  by  water  a  distance  of  1,000  miles 
for  thirty  cents  per  ton.  From  Pittsburg  to  New  Orleans  the  distance  is 
over  1,000  miles  by  river,  but  the  transportation  rate  is  correspondingly 
low,  amounting  to  fifty  cents  per  ton.  From  Atlantic  coastwise  ports  to  New 
England  harbors,  while  the  distance  is  not  so  great  and  ocean  transportation 
with  its  hazards  is  a  factor,  the  rate  is  also  very  low,  averaging  from  fifty 
to  eighty-five  cents  per  ton.  Coupled  with  the  low  cost  of  production  of  coal 
through  the  use  of  electricity  and  machinery,  is  there  any  wonder  that  the 
commercial  progress  of  the  United  States  is  going  forward  by  leaps  and 
bounds?  Power  is  the  most  necessary  adjunct  of  civilization.  The  coal 
producers  and  railroads  of  this  country  furnish  cheap  power,  and  just  so 
long  as  this  continues  our  commercial  world  will  make  most  rapid  and 
substantial  progress. 

An  eastern  paper  says :  “'Word  now  comes  from  Philadelphia  that  the 
anthracite  operators  are  storing  vast  quantities  of  coal  in  preparation  for  a 
possible  conflict  with  the  miners  next  year.”  Such  perfidious  paragraphs  as 
this  are  the  source  of  suffering  when  a  strike  actually  occurs.  They  lead 
consumers  to  believe  that  whether  there  is  a  strike  or  not  there  will  be  an 
immense  accumulation  of  coal  which  can  be  obtained  when  needed.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  storage  of  coal  this  year  probably  has  not  been  in  excess 
of  previous  years.  In  the  east  possibly  more  coal  has  been  stored,  but  in  the 
west  the  movement  up  to  July  first  was  below  the  normal  point.  He  who 
depends  upon  statements  of  this  kind  for  a  supply  of  coal  next  spring,  should 
there  be  a  strike,  probably  will  be  paying  high  prices  for  the  product  later 
on  and  condemning  the  coal  operators  as  “barons”  and  “robbers”  because  of 
such  statements. 

Preside.nt  Roosevelt  in  his  speech  at  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  last  Thursday, 
struck  the  keynote  when  he  said  r  “Something  more  can  be  done  by  combina¬ 
tion  and  organization  among  ourselves  in  our  private  capacity  as  citizens, 
so  long  as  this  combination  or  organizat'on  is  managed  with  wisdom  and 
integrity,  with  insistence  upon  the  rights  of  those  benefited  and  with  a  just 
regard  for  the  rights  of  others.”  This  statement  is  so  ample  that  it  should 
constitute  the  principles  adopted  by  both  the  employers  and  employes  in  tlic'r 
relations  with  each  other. 
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Western  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


O.  S.  Richardson,  senior  member  of  O.  S. 
Richardson  &  Co.,  Bedford  building,  Chicago, 
returned  the  latter  part  of  last  week  from  a  trip 
to  California. 

C.  W.  Alabeck,  traveling  sales  agent  in  Illi¬ 
nois  for  the  Crescent  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  was 
in  Minneapolis  this  week  for  several  days  on 
business  in  connection  with  the  northwestern 
interests  of  the  company. 

Frederick  G.  Roberts,  formerly  in  the  ac¬ 
counting  department  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal 
Co.  at  Chicago,  has  been  graduated  as  a  prac¬ 
ticing  physician  and  has  opened  offices  at 
Fvanston  avenue  and  Argylc  street,  Chicago. 

Lee  J.  Ward,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
•Sedalia  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago, 
left  Tuesday  evening  of  this  week  on  an  east¬ 
ern  trip  and  will  visit  the  mines  of  the  com¬ 
pany  at  Glouster,  Ohio,  before  his  return. 

R.  C.  Cantelou.  who  represents  the  Fairmont, 
Consolidation  and  Somerset  Coal  companies  in 
Michigan  and  Canada,  is  spending  his  annual  va¬ 
cation  in  Chicago  this  week.  He  believes  that 
nothing  can  beat  this  city  as  a  summer  resort. 

Sidney  P.  Hostler,  president  of  the  Hostler 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Ellsworth  building,  Chicago, 
has  returned  from  a  trip  to  the  Twin  Cities  and 
to  points  in  Iowa,  where  he  renewed  his  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  many  old-time  friends.  He 
spent  last  Sunday  at  McGregor,  Iowa. 

Charles  V.  Barr,  of  Whipple  &  Barr,  coal  deal¬ 
ers  at  Plainfield,  Ill.,  was  in  Chicago  the  middle 
of  the  week  on  his  way  to  Mackinac  island, 
where  he  will  take  a  vacation  of  ten  days  or  two 
weeks.  He  reports  that  demand  for  coal  from 
the  consuming  trade  thus  far  this  season  has  been 
very  quiet  in  his  city. 

W.  L.  Rambo,  sales  agent  of  Louis  F.  Dreiske 
&  Co.,  140  Clybourn  place,  Chicago,  shippers  of 
dock  coal,  came  in  all  the  way  from  Waterloo, 
Iowa,  last  week  to  attend  the  Chicago  coal  men’s 
picnic  on  Saturday.  Mr.  Rambo  has  many  friends 
in  the  Chicago  trade  and  he  reports  that  the  pic¬ 
nic  was  worth  it. 

W.  C.  Huber,  resident  manager  of  the  Davis 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago, 
returned  the  early  part  of  the  week  from  a  busi¬ 
ness  trip  to  Cincinnati.  Ohio,  and  the  mines  of 
the  company  in  West  Virginia.  He  also  visited 
Virginia  over  Sunday  while  in  the  south,  renew¬ 
ing  former  acquaintanceships. 

The  numerous  friends  of  A.  J.  Atwater,  Chicago 
manager  of  the  Sundav  Creek  Co.,  will  be  sorry 
to  learn  of  the  serious  illness  of  his  eldest 
daughter,  Elaine  Atwater.  She  was  taken  ill  the 
middle  of  last  week  and  for  nearly  a  day  was  un¬ 
conscious.  This  week,  however,  there  has  been 
a  decided  improvement  in  her  condition,  and  she 
is  now  out  of  danger. 

S.  B.  Espy,  of  Benton,  Ill.,  and  355  Dearborn 
street,  Chicago,  is  negotiating  a  deal  for  the  sale 
of  upward  of  16.000  acres  of  coal  lands  northwest< 
of  the  town  of  Renton.  The  purchaser  is  an 
eastern  syndicate,  and  it  is  understood  that  the 
land  is  being  bought  for  development  purposes. 
It  is  expected  the  deal  will  be  closed  the  latter 
part  of  this  week  or  early  next  week. 

The  Minshall  Coal  Co.,  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 
has  opened  an  office  at  suite  445  Old  Colony  build¬ 
ing,  Chicago,  and  will  be  represented  in  the  west¬ 
ern  markets  in  the  future.  J.  R.  Turner,  for 
a  number  of  years  with  Henry  Hodgkins  &  Co., 
and  well  known  in  the  coal  trade,  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  sales  agent  in  charge  of  the  business  of 
the  company  in  the  Giicago  market  and  tributary 
territory. 

W.  S.  Bogle,  president  of  the  Crescent  Coal  & 
Mining  Co„  Chicago,  returned  the  early  part  of 
the  week  from  several  weeks  spent  in  the  east 
on  business.  It  is  reported  in  the  newspapers  in 
the  anthracite  region  that  Mr.  Bogle  has  con¬ 
summated  the  purchase  of  300  acres  of  coal  land 
in  the  vicinity  of  Trevorton  and  that  the  Cres¬ 
cent  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  under  the 
laws  of  Pennsylvania  to  erect  a  breaker  and  de¬ 
velop  the  property.  The  Trevorton  coal  is  at¬ 
tracting  much  attention  among  the  investors  in 


anthracite  and  is  said  to  be  of  good  quality.  It 
is  understood  that  this  property  will  be  developed 
at  once  and  that  the  breaker  will  Ije  one  of  the 
largest  in  that  part  of  the  region. 

Sidney  P.  Hostler  has  originated  and  is  send¬ 
ing  to  his  numerous  friends  in  the  Chicago  trade 
a  directory  of  the  leading  wholesale  coal  shippers 
and  operators  in  the  Chicago  market.  The  direc¬ 
tory  gives  those  with  whom  Inisincss  is  done 
every  day  in  the  year,  together  with  their  tele¬ 
phone  number.  It  is  of  a  convenient  size  to  hang 
over  the  telephone  without  taking  'up  too  much 
space  on  the  wall,  and  is  also  neatly  printed. 

E.  M.  Mancourt.  western  manager  of  the  Fair- 
mount  Consolidation  Somerset  Coal  companies, 
with  offices  in  Detroit,  has  returned  from  a  two 
months’  trip  to  Euroi)c.  Mr.  Mancourt  spent 
niucli  of  his  time  in  London,  Berlin  and  Paris, 
although  there  were  many  side  trips  to  points 
of  interest.  It  is  said  of  Mr.  Mancourt  that  he 
learned  to  speak  French  like  a  nativ#  in  “Paree” 
and  that  he  is  now  practicing  his  volubility  in  this 
language  upon  his  closest  friends. 

Charles  P.  Mackay,  formerly  secretary  of  the 
Lincoln  Fuel  Co.,  has  returned  from  a  three 
months’  trip  to  the  Pacific  coast,  during  which 
he  visited  all  the  principal  points  of  interest,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Yellowstone  National  park,  the  Lewis 
and  Clark  exposition  at  Portland  and  the  prin¬ 
cipal  centers  of  >  population.  Mr.  Mackay  is 
much  impressed  with  the  opportunities  for  a 
young  man  on  the  Pacific  coast  and  is  seriously 
contemplating  returning  to  Washington  to  live. 

C.  W.  Gilmore,  vice-president  of  the  Crescent 
Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Plymouth  building,  Chicago, 
accompanied  by  Mrs.  Gilmore,  left  last  Friday  for 
an  eastern  recreation  trip  of  several  weeks’  dura-* 
tion.  The  itinerary  included  a  trip  to  Buffalo 
by  rail  and  then  by  way  of  the  great  lakes  and 
St.  Lawrence  river  to  Toronto,  Montreal  and 
Quebec.  From  the  latter  point  it  is  intended  to 
go  to  Albany  and  down  the  Hudson  river  to  Ne^v 
York  city,  where  a  stop  of  a  week  will  be  made. 

The  Scott  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  355  Dearborn 
street,  Chicago,  is  already  making  a  record  for 
itself  in  the  extensive  sales  which  it  is  able  to  re¬ 
port  of  Zeigler  coal,  mined  at  the  operation  of 
the  Zeigler  Coal  Co.,  owned  by  Joseph  Leiter. 
The  Scott  Co.  has  been  enabled  to  dispose  of  a 
very  large  tonnage  of  this  product  in  the  south¬ 
ern  markets  and  is  now  extensively  introducing  it 
into  the  western  trade  tributary  to  Chicago.  The 
coal  is  said  to  be  of  the  best  quality  of  any  mined 
in  Illinois,  and  wherever  it  is  introduced  gives 
satisfaction  to  consumers. 

In  the  bankruptcy  proceedings  of  the  Milwaukee 
Bituminous  Coal  Co.,  of  Milwaukee,  which  re¬ 
cently  passed  into  the  hands  of  a  receiver,  the 
largest  creditors  are  reported  to  be  M.  A.  Hanna 
&  Co.,  the  Goff-Kirby  Coal  Co.,  the  Bluefield 
Coke  &  Coal  Co.  and  the  Gallia  Mining  Co.  It 
is  alleged  the  liabilities  are  in  excess  of  $3,500 
and  M.  A.  Hanna  &  Co.  are  the  heaviest  credit¬ 
ors.  In  connection  with  the  bankruptcy  proceed¬ 
ings  it  is  alleged  that  on  May  third,  contrary 
to  the  bankruptcy  law,  the  company  made  a  pay¬ 
ment  to  E.  W.  Arbogast  of  $638.90. 

T.  W.  Gilmore  and  Clarence  E.  Durborow  have 
formed  the  wholesale  coal  firm  of  Gilmore  & 
Durborow  and  have  taken  the  suite  of  offices  at  1260 
Old  Colony  building.  Mr.  Gilmore  has  been  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  wholesale  coal  trade  of  Chicago  for  the 
past  eight  years,  and  was  a  member  of  Gilmore  & 
Easterly  Co.  until  a  few  weeks  ago,  when  he 
disposed  of  his  interest  to  W.  S.  Harman. 
Clarence  E.  Durborow  is  a  brother  of  Congress¬ 
man  Durborow  and  has  not  been  previously 
identified  with  the  coal  trade.  It  is  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  new  firm  to  handle  all  descriptions  of 
bituminous  coal  and  coke  sold  in  the  west  in  car- 
lots.  In  addition  they  will  engage  in  the  team 
track  trade  and  have  arranged  to  open  an  office  at 
Fifteenth  and  State  streets,  where  this  branch 
of  their  business  w’ill  be  taken  care  of.  They 
have  already  commenced  business. 

G.  H.  Conn,  manager  of  sales  of  the  Crescent 
Coal  &  Mining  Co..  Plymouth  building,  Chicago, 
will  leave  this  morning,  accompanied  by  Mrs. 


Conn  and  their  two  children,  for  his  old  home  at 
Van  Wert,  Ohio,  where  he  will  remain  for  a 
couple  of  days.  Mrs.  Conn  and  the  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  family  will  spend  a  month  there  in 
tlie  hope  that  the  children  wjjl  fully  recover  their 
health,  they  having  been  ill  the  greater  part  of 
the  summer. 

George  H.  Farrand,  of  the  Sedalia  Coal  Co., 
Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  was  the  victim 
of  sneak  thieves  last  week,  which  resulted  in  a 
loss  of  $55.  Mr.  Farrand  left  Chicago  Tuesday 
evening  on  one  of  the  lake  boats  for  Petoskey, 
Mich.,  where  he  had  planned  to  spend  his  vaca¬ 
tion  of  a  week  or  longer.  He  occupied  a  state¬ 
room.  and,  the  night  being  warm,  when  he  dis¬ 
robed  he  placed  his  clothing  in  the  upper  berth. 
During  the  night  some  time  a  nocturnal  thief  was 
enabled  to  extract  the  clothing  from  the  state¬ 
room  and  completely  rifled  it,  taking  Mr.  Far- 
rand’s  purse  and  all  of  his  money,  with  the 
exception  of  $9.00,  which  was  in  another  pocket 
and  which  the  thief  missed.  In  the  morning  Mr. 
Farrand'  found  his  clothing  on  the  floor  of  the 
stateroom,  but  the  pocketbook  was  missing.  It 
was  found  later  in  the  day  in  one  of  the  wash¬ 
rooms.  Mr.  Farrand  returned  to  Chicago  Fri¬ 
day,  and  he  reports  that  the  next  time  he  takes 
a  vacation  it  will  be  in  an  automobile  and  not  by 
way  of  the  great  lakes. 

The  Woolley  Coal  Co.,  of  Evansville.  Ind.,  of 
which  Jabez  Woolley  is  president,  is  planning  ex¬ 
tensive  improvements  in  that  field.  The  company 
owns  750  acres  of  coal  on  the  Southern  railway, 
ten  miles  from  Evansville,  on  which  it  has  al¬ 
ready  commenced  development  work.  The  shaft 
is  now  being  sunk  and  work  will  commence  with¬ 
in  a  short  time  on  a  modern  four-track  tipple, 
equipped  with  shaker  screens.  The  mine  will  be 
modern  throughout,  and  it  is  expected  will  be 
producing  coal  by  January  first.  The  Boonville 
seam  of  coal  will  be  worked,  which  averages  four 
to  five  feet  in  thickness.  The  company  also  owms 
a  large  tract  of  land  adjacent  to  Boonville,  which 
it  will  develop  early  in  the  spring.  The  coal 
here  will  be  opened  by  means  of  slopes,  and  it 
is  expected  that  a  large  tonnage  can  be  produced. 
In  addition  to  opening  a  modern  mine  it  is  the 
intention  to  install  a  modern  washery  wdth  a 
large  capacity.  This  will  be  the  first  washer}’ 
erected  in  the  state  of  Indiana.  The  coal  will  be 
prepared  by  washing  and  will  then  be  shipped  to 
Chicago  and  the  northwest.  The  Southern  rail¬ 
way  and  Monon,  it  is  claimed,  will  enable  the 
company  to  obtain  rates  which  will  permit  it  to 
compete  in  northern  markets.  The  sum  invested 
in  the  new  operations  will  be  over  $100,000,  and 
every  modern  device  for  the  best  preparation  of 
the  coal  will  be  installed. 

Contracts  to  supply  the  public  schools  of  Chi¬ 
cago  with  coal  have  not  yet  been  let  by  the  board 
of  education,  although  bids  were  received  some 
time  ago,  and  all  of  the  bidders  but  those  who  will 
be  awarded  this  business  have  had  their  certified 
checks  returned.  The  committee  of  the  board 
of  education,  to  whom  the  bids  were  referred,  it 
is  understood,  reported  in  favor  of  making  the 
following  awards ;  First  district,  Shellbark  four- 
inch  lump,  $2.57  per  ton ;  second  district,  Anthra¬ 
cite-Bituminous  Coal  Co.,  Shellbark  four-inch  do¬ 
mestic  lump,  $2.57;  third  district,  Anthracite- 
Bituminous  Coal  Co.,  Shellbark  four-inch  lump, 
$2.56;  fourth  district,  Peabody  Coal  Co.,  Shell¬ 
bark  four-inch  domestic  lump,  $2.56;  fifth  dis¬ 
trict,  Peabody  Coal  Co.,  Shellbark  four-inch 
lump,  $2.77.  Following  the  report  of  the  com- 
mitte  in  favor  of  accepting  these  bids,  the  board 
of  education  decided  to  defer  action  until  a  fu¬ 
ture  meeting.  This  meeting  probably  will  be  held 
on  August  thirtieth.  In  the  meantime  instruc¬ 
tions  were  given  the  successful  bidders  to  de¬ 
liver  coal  to  the  various  schools  in  order  that 
there  might  be  a  stock  on  hand  when  the  new 
school  year  opened  and  to  provide  for  emergen¬ 
cies.  While  the  board  of  education  departed  con¬ 
siderably  from  established  custom  in  awarding 
the  contract,  it  is  probable  this  action  was  taken 
to  avoid  any  unpleasantness  during  the  recent 
teamsters’  strike.  It  is  thought,  now  tliat  the 
strike  is  over,  the  contract  will  be  awarded  with¬ 
out  question  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  board  of 
education. 
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Market  ^^ews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y..  Aug.  17. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — To  endeavor  to  write  anything  re¬ 
garding  conditions  in  the  anthracite  trade  is 
simply  to  repeat  what  already  has  been  said  in 
this  correspcuidence.  There  is  no  improvement, 
no  change  from  the  lethargic  inactivity  which  has 
characterized  the  demand  for  the  past  month. 
There  will  be  no  improvement  for  at  least  two 
weeks  to  come.  Consumers’  demands  have  been 
unusually  light  since  June.  An  abnormally  large 
shipment  on  rail  orders  during  the  early  months 
of  the  season  served  to  fill  dealers’  stock  piles, 


of  that  agreement  were  that  the  company  should 
take  all  the  ■  strikers  hack.  A  rate  of  pay  was 
agreed  upon  and  the  men  were  to  move  back 
into  the  company’s  houses.  1'he  union  was  to 
pay  in  the  neighborhood  of  $12,000  back  rent, 
which  amount  was  to  be  deducted  from  the  men’s 
wages  after  they  had  worked  fourteen  days. 

.Strike  Trouble  In  I'ennsylvanla. 

But  the  mines  were  not  operated  fourteen  days, 
and  it  is  claimed  that  the  union  paid  the  money 
to  the  company,  but  received  nothing  in  return. 


thp  regular  allowance  which  would  be  given  them 
during  a  strike.  'I  bis  will  enable  the  men  to  rc 
main  in  the  district  until  the  matter  is  sfitied 
one  way  or  the  other.  'I'he  union  declares  it.s 
intention  of  fighting  the  company  to  the  limit. 

Demand  for  Slack  Is  Active. 

small  handling  of  the  larger  sizes  is  likely  to  make 
the  supply  of  half-inch  mesh  coal  somewhat  lim¬ 
ited.  With  the  approach  of  September,  when 
the  maximum  price  for  anthracite  will  be  reached. 


GROUP  OF  BUFFALO  COAL  MEN  AND  FRIENDS  ON  THEIR  RECENT  ANNUAL  OUTING. 


and  most  of  these  larger  retailers  have  more  than 
the  usual  amount  of  coal  piled  up  waiting  orders, 
which  just  now  are  very  slow  in  coming. 

There  is  more  trouble  between  the  miners  of 
the  Morris  Run  district  and  the  Morris  Run  Coal 
Mining  Co.,  and  Secretary-Treasurer  William 
Wilson,  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America, 
has  again  been  called  from  his  home  in  Indianapo¬ 
lis  to  endeavor  to  straighten  out  the  fresh  diffi¬ 
culty.  This  time  it  is  not  a  strike  that  demands 
the  attention  of  the  mine  workers’  representative, 
but  a  matter  which  involves  the  ability  of  the 
company  to  run  the  mines  successfully  and  profit¬ 
ably  at  the  rate  which  was  agreed  upon  between 
it  and  tbe  men  at  the  time  of  the  late  conference, 
when  it  was  supposed  all  trouble  had  been  satis¬ 
factorily  and  permanently  settled.  The  terms 


as  the  men  did  not  work  that  long.  A  few  weeks 
ago  the  company  announced  that  it  would  be  im¬ 
possible  for  it  to  conduct  the  mines  at  the  rate 
of  wages  agreed  upon,  as  it  could  not  compete 
with  the  other  mines  in  the  market. 

The  miners  refused  to  accept  this  reduction 
and  quit  work.  It  was  not  really  a  strike,  and  for 
'a  day  or  so  it  appeared  as  if  the  company  had 
the  best  of  the  miners  and  would  eventually 
freeze  them  out  and  force  them  to  leave  the  dis¬ 
trict.  There  were  enough  men  to  be  had  outside 
of  the  strikers,  but  the  agreement  held  the  com¬ 
pany  to  the  employment  of  the  former  strikers  if 
the  mines  were  operated. 

Then  the  unexpected  happened.  The  national 
body  of  the  union  commenced  to  pay  the  men 


more  orders  will  begin  to  come  in  and  the  sup¬ 
ply  of  slack  will  be  thereby  increased. 

Total  lake  shipments  for  the  past  seven  days 
amounted  to  83,290  tons,  distributed  as  follows : 


■  Tons. 

Chicago  . 40,440 

Milwaukee  . 15,600 

Sheboygan  .  3,500 

Port  Colborn  .  750 

Duluth .  7,400 

Gladstone  .  3,000 

Superior  . 10,400 

Toledo  .  2,200 


It  will  be  observed  that  the  entire  shipments  of 
the  week,  which  were  reasonably  heavy,  were 
forwarded  to  only  eight  ports,  while  Chicago  re¬ 
ceived  almost  half  the  entire  tonnage. 


Prevailing  Coal  Market  Conditions  at  }few  York  City. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  August  17. 

The  anthracite  trade  continues  in  the  same  quiet 
condition  that  has  characterized  it  during  sev¬ 
eral  weeks  past,  and  is  merely  waiting  in  anti¬ 
cipation  of  more  seasonable  weather.  With  the 
near  approach  of  September  first,  which  is  gen¬ 
erally  regarded  as  the  turning  point  in  the  dull 
season,  there  is  onty  a  fortnight  longer  during 
which  the  present  inactivity  should  continue.  The 
approach  of  the  season  of  active  consumption  is 
having  a  good  effect  on  prices  which  are  being 
maintained  on  a  strong  basis.  Most  vacation  re¬ 
sorts  were  filled  earlier  than  usual  with  house¬ 
holders  this  year,  and  if  this  is  a  criterion  they 
will  return  to  their  homes  earlier.  The  last  week 
of  August  and  the  first  week  in  September  should 
see  an  exodus  from  the  resorts  that  should  be 
felt  immediately  with  an  increased  demand  for 


coal  in  the  large  centers  of  consumption.  The 
schools,  which  open  early  in  September,  also  have 
an  influence  in  bringing  people  home,  and  when 
it  is  considered  that  stocks  in  these  consumers’ 
bins  are  not  as  heavy  this  year,  a  good  demand 
may  be  expected  very  shortly. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  buying  has  been  limited 
recently  there  is  a  possibility  of  more  orders  de¬ 
veloping  before  the  end  of  the  month  to  replen¬ 
ish  such  stocks  as  have  been  in  progress  of  de¬ 
pletion  for  some  time  past,  in  order  to  profit  by 
the  last  remaining  discount  of  ten  cents  per  ton. 
Enough  business  in  the  regular  channels  of  the 
trade,  such  as  contracts  for  steam  and  other  pur¬ 
poses  and  the  transient  requirements  that  come 
in  daily,  is  developing  to  move  the  tonnage  that 
is  now  coming  forward  from  the  collieries.  This 
varies  from  day  to  day  as  new  business  develops, 
and  accordingly  shippers  are  either  free  of  coal 
or  carrying  stocks  at  the  tidewater  loading  ports. 


which  may  later  be  absorbe(^  by  additional  orders 
or  placed  in  stock  at  coastwise  points. 

Production  Is  Being  Hestrteted. 

The  production  at  the  collieries  is  being  restrict¬ 
ed  to  meet  the  current  requirements  of  the  trade, 
with  the  result  that  the  market  is  not  burdened 
with  any  excess  of  coal.  A  proportion  of  the 
output  is  being  placed  in  stock  for  future  distri¬ 
bution,  but  as  yet  has  not  exceeded  the  amount 
usu,ally  stored  up  to  tliis  time.  The  important 
subject  in  the  mining  fields  the  past  week  was 
the  address  of  President  Roosevelt  to  the  miners 
and  it  remains  to  be  seen  to  what  extent  this 
will  have  an  influence  on  wage  negotiations  next 
spring.  The  talk  and  gossip  of  a  possible  strike 
as  yet  has  no  tangible  foundation  and  is  occa¬ 
sioned  in  connection  with  the  efforts  to  stren;,‘,h- 
en  the  miners’  organization,  which  will  have  little 
influence  on  the  situation  when  the  time  arrivt- 
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for  a  readjustment  of  tlie  wage  scale.  The  more 
conservative  element  among  the  miners  is  not 
talking  strike  at  present,  and  deplores  any  agita¬ 
tion  in  connection  with  this  matter,  preferring 
to  renew  the  old  agreement. 

'I'rade  in  the  far  east  is  still  unchanged,  though 
this  territory  is  expected  to  take  a  large  tonnage 
of  coal  when  activity  sets  in.  There  is  possibly 
more  business  from  the  line  trade  than  other 
sources  and  with  the  inrpiiry  that  is  now  more 
noticeable  a  larger  volume  of  orders  is  expected 
from  it  .shortly,  while  shipments  on  orders  in  hand 
aid  materially  in  distributing  the  freshly  mined 
products.  The  steam  grades  are  inclined  to  be 
somewhat  dull  and  are  showing  accumulations 
with  some  producers.  'I'his  is  the  quiet  season 
for  these  coals,  and  they  are  affected  by  competi¬ 
tion  from  the  individual  producers.  The.  latter 
hav'ng  no  facilities  to  store  their  product  it  is 
being  offered  by  them  on  the  market  at  figures 
considerably  below  schedule,  absorbing  much  of 
the  current  business. 

.Seaboard  HltupiliioiiB  Trade  Improved. 

'I'he  Atlantic  seaboard  bituminous  coal  trade 
shows  an  improved  condition.  Most  of  the  ship¬ 
pers  report  a  better  run  of  orders  with  appa¬ 
rently  not  enough  vessels  to  take  care  of  the 
business  offering,  causing  some  delays  in  ship¬ 
ments,  which,  however,  are  not  serious.  There 
was  a  congestion  of  coal  at  South  Amboy  last 
week,  whicli  caused  a  temporary-embargo  on  ship¬ 
ments  to  this  point  by  the  Pennsylvania  railroad. 
The  time  of  its  continuance  coincided  with  the 
amount  of  coal  the  individual  shippers  had  at 
the  port  and  on  the  way  not  provided  for  by  ves¬ 
sel  tonnage.  This  is  now  believed  to  be  entirely 
removed  and  coal  is  running  through  more  free¬ 
ly.  There  are  a  few  more  contracts  coming  into 
the  hands  of  producers,  where  this  business  has 
been  held  over  to  get  the  benefits  of  the  lower 
summer  prices,  but  producers  are  not  inclined 
to  take  on  much  new  business  of  this  character, 
as  they  expect  to  have  about  all  the  orders  they 
can  provide  for  after  September  first.  The  pres¬ 
ent  activity  in  the  trade  seems  to  be  a  little  ear¬ 
lier  than  usual,  as  the  summer  dullness  in  the 
past  has  generally  continued  till  the  last  of  Au¬ 
gust.  'I'here  have  been  complaints  as  to  the  car 
supply,  but  this  is  more  or  less  incidentaj  to  the 
congestion  at  the  shipping  ports.  The  farther 
lower  ports  arc  somewhat  improved  in  this  re¬ 
spect,  according  to  advices  from  there.  With  the 
scarcity  of  coastwise  vessels,  shoal  water  and 
out  of  the  way  port  orders  are  apparently  ac¬ 
cumulating  in  the  hands  of  .shippers,  with  the  ac¬ 
companying  urgency  for  these  shipments  by  con¬ 
sumer.  Export  orders  show  an  increase  over  the 
quiet  trade  that  has  prevailed  for  some  time  past, 
though  this  coal  is  being  delayed  in  shipment, 
there  being  no  suitable  vessels  offering  for  it  at 
present,  vessel  owners  preferring  other  business. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  shows  continued  improve¬ 
ment.  Orders  are  more  plentiful  for  shipment 
to  this  locality  and  there  is  greater  inquiry,  though 
the  urgency  for  shipments  seem  to  be  lacking, 
except  to  out  of  the  way  points.  Along  the  sound 
trade  is  calling  for  a  fair  amount  of  coal,  and  it 
is  anticipated  that  demand  in  this  territory  will 
improve  until  the  activity  of  the  fall  commences. 

Hall  Facilities  Are  Improved. 

Increased  facilities  for  discharging  at  the  New 
York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  Railroad  terminals 
along  the  sound,  which  are  being  improved  qu'te 
extensively,  will  soon  be  available  for  use  and 
undoubtedly  will  increase  the  service  on  this  line 
of  road.  New  York  harbor  trade  is  quiet,  but  is 
absorbing  all  the  coal  being  shipped.  Prices 
have  not  advanced,  however,  and  from  this  point 
of  view  the  market  is  not  encouraging.  Coal  has 
sold  down  to  $2.15,  though  current  prices  for  the 
better  grades  of  steam  fuel  can  be  quoted  at 
$2.30@2.4()  f.  o.  b.  this  harbor. 

The  all-rail  business  .shows  a  strong  tone. 
New  orders  are  constantly  reaching  shippers  and 
the  old  ones  are  being  increased  in  volume  in 
some  instances,  though  producing  interests  are 
not  anxious  for  new  business  on  this  class  of 
trade,  as  they  expect  to  have  more  of  it  in  the 
ne.xt  few  weeks  than  they  can  provide  for.  Car 
supply  is  fair,  and  affecting  only  those  producers 
having  coal  standing.  Those  unloading  promptly 
are  receiving  all  the  cars  they  require.  Trans¬ 
portation  is  somewhat  slower  than  it  was,  but 
this  does  no  injury  e.xcept  in  special  cases. 


'I'he  coastwise  vessel  market  is  inclined  to  be 
short  of  craft.  Rates  are  firm  and  advancing. 
Philadelphia  quotes  Boston,  Salem  and  Portland, 
70c;  to  the  sound,  00c;  Lynn,  Newburyport  and 
Bangor,  85c;  Portsmouth  and  Bath,  75c;  Saco 
and  Gardiner,  00(1^950  and  towages.  New  York 
harbor  rates  are  50@5r>  cents  around  the  cape. 


The  ^ew  England  Trade. 

Bosto.n,  AIass.,  August  18. — (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — 'I'here  are  no  features  worthy  of 
note  in  the  anthracite  market  in  this  territory  to 
report  since  the  occasion  of  the  last  letter.  The 
buying  is  entirely  regulated  by  the  weather  con- 
diUons.  which  have  so  far  not  been  conducive  to 
any  purchases  heyond  the  small  needs  that  re¬ 
sult  from  a  very  limited  consumption,  and  the 
retiuirements  arc  merely  of  a  hand  to  mouth  char¬ 
acter.  While  a  certain  amount  of  coal  is  con¬ 
stantly  moving  off  into  the  different  channels 
where  it  is  needed  for  various  uses,  which  helps 
to  keep  up  the  trade  in  a  very  moderate  way, 
it  lacks  the  snap  and  larger  orders  from  the  do¬ 
mestic  buyers  to  give  it  the  stimulus  so  much 
desired.  A  few  more  orders  are  possibly  com¬ 
ing  to  wholesale  houses,  from  out  of  the  way 
and  more  distant  line  points,  where  deliveries 
are  often  slow  owing  to  delays  in  transportation 
and  at  transfer  points  to  connecting  lines.  This 
should,  in  fact,  influence  all  the  farther  east  all¬ 
rail  business  to  come  in  early,  as  when  a  better 
supply  of  orders  is  available  and  the  usual  car 
shortage  interferes  with  the  movement  of  coal, 
this  line  trade  frequently  suffers  in  consequence, 
the  preference  being  given  to  tide  shipments 
and  points  nearby  to  the  mines,  where  quicker 
despatch  can  be  given  cars  in  getting  them  back 
for  reloading.  The  first  of  the  month  will  likely 
see  a  changed  condition  in  the  way  of  greater 
activity  and  a  more  staple  market,  which  is  con¬ 
fidently  looked  for. 

Kltumlnous  Demand  Is  Improved. 

The  bituminous  market  is  somewhat  improved 
in  the  increased  number  of  orders  that  have  rna- 
terialized  during  the  week.  The  arrival  of  coal 
at  all  eastern  and  sound  ports  has  been  quite 
heavy,  owing  to  the  accumulation  of  vessel  ton- 
nagfe  at  the  Virginia  cape  ports,  by  reason  of  a 
shortage  of  coal  from  the  mines,  which,  however, 
has  now  been  cleared  up  and  it  is  again  ar¬ 
riving  with  greater  regularity,  thereby  avoiding 
any  possible  demurrage  accruing  on  vessels  wait¬ 
ing  for  cargo.  The  greater  activity  evident  here 
is  no  doubt  in  a  measure  due  to  the  advance  in 
ocean  freights  and  the  growing  scarcity  of  sailing 
craft,  which  is  likely  to  become  more  accentuated 
as  the  season  advances.  This  increased  movement 
is  chiefly  on  contract  business  and  is  taken  with 
a  view  of  getting  in  large  supplies  before  bad 
weather  sets  in,  and  prices  for  coal  go  up  to  a 
higher  basis.  The  most  urgent  orders  at  this 
time  are  the  shoal  water  port  shipments,  which 
have  not  received  their  full  quota  of  tonnage,  and 
some  difficulty  is  encountered  in  getting  it  forward 
due  to  the  absence  of -suitable  vessels.  For  this 
purpose  prices  generally  are  strong  on  the  stand¬ 
ard  grades,  and  no  deviation  from  circular  figures 
is  heard  from  any  source,  but  the  cheaper  coals 
sent  here  for  consignment  are  not  so  well  held 
and  low  prices  are  the  rule,  in  order  to  move  them. 
The  all-rail  demand  from  New  England  points 
is  decidedly  improved,  and  it  is  evident  that 
Biis  trade  will  be  more  forehanded  in  storing  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  coal  this  year  than  it  was  a 
year  ago,  in  a  desire  to  avoid  the  delay  and  short¬ 
age  of  shipment  that  occurred  at  that  time. 
Prices  on  this  are  fairlv  firm,  $1.10@1.15  per  ton 
at  the  mines  is  quoted  for  ordinary  grades  of 
steam  coals,  the  higher  grades  ruling  about 
ten  cents  above  these  figures.  The  vessel  freight 
market  is  stronger  than  it  was,  with  vessels  scarce 
and  rates  advanced.  Philadelph  a,  Baltimore,  Nor¬ 
folk  and  Newport  News  quote  seventy  cents  to 
points  around  the  cape.  New  York  rates  are 
50@55  cents. 


Coke  Production  in  1904. 

"VS^ASHiNGTON.  D.  C.,  -August  17. —  (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — Including  the  production  of  coke 
from  by-product  retort  ovens,  which  in  1901 
amounted  to  2,608,229  short  tons,  the  total  output 


of  the  coke  ovens  of  the  United  States  was  last 
year,  according  to  the  report  made  the  United 
States  Geological  Survey  by  Edward  W.  Parker, 
23,021,520  short  tons,  against  25,274,281  short  ton's 
in  1903.  The  decrease  in  1904  as  compared  with 
the  preceding  year  was  1.652,701  short  tons,  or 
0.54  per  cent.  The  total  value  of  the  product 
declined  in  much  greater  proportion  from  $00,- 
498,004  in  1903  to  $40,020,183,  a  decrease  of  $20,- 
472,4'81,  or  thirty-one  per  cent. 

“The  decline  in  production  was  a  natural  one.’’ 
says  Mr.  Parker,  “due  to  a  slump  in  the  iron 
trade  during  the  summer  months,  which  was 
in  turn  caused  for  the  most  part  by  the  unset¬ 
tled  conditions  that  usually  attend  a  presidential 
campaign.  And  while  these  conditions  also  af¬ 
fected  prices,  the  great  difference  between  the 
values  of  the  production  in  1904  and  1903  was 
due  to  the  abnormally  high  prices  which  pre¬ 
vailed  in  the  early  part  of  1903,  when,  because 
of  the  fuel  famine  induced  by  the  anthracite 
strike  of  the  preceding  year,  manufacturers  of 
coke  were  able  to  obtain  almost  any  figure  they 
might  demand.  The  average  price  for  all  the 
coke  made  and  sold  in  1904  was  only  nine  cents 
less  than  that  in  1901,  and  was  higher  than  that 
of  any  year  from  1893  to  1899,  inclusive.” 

At  the  close  of  1904  there  were  under  con¬ 
struction  4,430  new  ovens,  of  which  832,  or  18.8 
per  cent,  were  of  the  retort  or  by-product  type. 

Iletort  Ovens  Increase  In  Number. 

The  number  of  completed  retort  ovens  has  in¬ 
creased  from  1,105  in  1901  to  1.663  in  1902,  to 
1.950  in  1903,  and  to  2,910  in  1904.  The  output 
from  retort  ovens  has  increased  from  1,179.900 
tons  in  1901,  to  1,403,588  tons  in  1902,  to  1,882,394 
tons  in  1903,  and  to  2  608,229  tons  in  1904.  In 
1902  5.5  per  cent  of  the  total  output  was  from 
by-product  ovens ;  in  1903  the  by-product  coke 
was  7.4  per  cent  of  the  total ;  in  1904  by-product 
coke  made  up  11  per  cent  of  the  total  output. 

Counting  each  bank  of  ovens  as  a  separate 
establishment,  the  returns  for  1904  show  a  total 
of  506  establishments,  as  compared  with  500  in 

1903.  Eighty-two  establishments  were  idle 
throughout  1904  as  compared  with  forty-one  idle 
plants  in  1903.  There  were  also  ten  new  estab¬ 
lishments  with  a  total  of  1.265  ovens,  which  were 
not  completed  and  put  in  blast  at  the  close  o'f 

1904. 

Mr.  Parker’s  report  is  published  as  an  extract 
from  the  forthcoming  volume,  “Mineral  Re¬ 
sources  of  the  United  States,  1904.”  It  may  be 
obtained  on  application  to  the  director  of  the 
United  States  Geological  Survey,  Washington. 
D.  C. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade.  i 

♦Philadelphia,  Pa.,  August  18. — (Special  Cor-  J 
respondence.) — Another  week  has  gone  by  with¬ 
out  any  new  feature  to  characterize  the  anthracite 
market,  which  is  still  in  the  grasp  of  hot  weather,  ] 
and  the  usual  summer  dullness  that  is  inevitable. 

The  regular  business  that  is  seasonable  at  this 
time  of  the  year  is  developing  in  about  the  usual 
volume,  coal  moving  forward  in  a  quiet  way, 
as  with  ample  facilities  for  its  distribution  no  ' 
interruptions  are  apparent.  The  principal  part  of 
this  business  is  on  season  contract  and  consti¬ 
tutes  a  fair  proportion  of  the  tonnage  now  being 
produced,  which  necessitates  the  operation  of  the 
mines  on  a  fairly  steady  basis  to  provide  the  sizes 
required  for  this  class  of  Jrade.  This  with  the 
buying,  including  such  orders  as  come  in  from 
day  to  day.  make  up  the  total  shipments  of  the 
producing  interests.  Where  a  certain  s'ze  may 
become  long,  by  reason  of  not  being  in  as  great 
demand  as  the  other  coals,  it  is  naturally  put  in 
storage  to  await  the  increased  demand  of  a  more 
active  market  later  on.  Shipments  coastwise,  via 
the  Delaware  capes,  are  inclined  to  be  light, 
though  this  business  is  not  yet  fully  supplied  and 
the  shoal  water  and  river  points  will  be  obliged 
to  order  more  coal  forward  soon  or  they  will 
be  short  next  winter.  This  trade  is  being 
urged  to  some  e.xtent  by  shippers  at  this  time, 
to  permit  of  the  use  of  suitable  barges,  which 
are  now  plentiful,  but  may  be  scarce  later  on,  as 
the  general  demand  for  them  increases.  At 
retail,  there  are  a  few  more  orders  as  customers 
return  from  vacations  and  dealers  are  preparing 
for  greater  activity  in  another  week  or  two. 

The  bituminous  coal  trade  shows  a  better  tone 
this  week,  and  orders  are  more  regular  than  for 
some  t'me  past.  This  is  permitting  producers  to 
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operate  the  mines  on  better  time,  and  in  cases  the 
output  has  been  increased  up  to  their  full  capacity. 
The  month  of  August  is  generally  marked  for  a 
revival  in  transportation  and  already  the  traffic 
is  increasing,  which  is  having  its  effect  in  the 
movement  of  coal  to  points  of  destination.  As  the 
freight  traffic  develops  through  shipments  from 
the  western  markets,  and  as  this  is  anticipated  to 
become  more  acute,  producers  are  not  anxious  to 
increase  their  obligations  for  future  delivery,  hav¬ 
ing  about  all  the  business  they  can  conveniently 
provide  for.  Prices  in  consequence  are  some¬ 
what  firmer  with  these  shippers,  but  the  poorer 
grades  have  shown  no  advance.  On  contract,  ship¬ 
ments  are  going  forward  more  freely,  seemingly 
for  the  purpose  of  replenishing  stocks  and  in 
cases  requ  rements  exceed  the  allotment  specified 
in  the  agreement.  The  scarcity  of  vessels  in  the 
coastwise  trade  is  affecting  certain  orders  for 
shipment  to  such  ports,  where  limitations  are 
required.  The  vessel  situation  is  also  likely  to 
be  a  more  important  factor  in  the  market  as  bad 
weather  conditions  develop,  and  a  greater  short¬ 
age  of  them  will  occur  with  higher  rates  demand¬ 
ed.  Car  supply  is  improved  over  last  week,  when 
everybody  was  temporarily  embargoed  to  South 
Amboy,  owing  to  the  congestion  of  coal  at  that 
point,  and  where  coal  is  being  promptly  unloaded 
are  now  receiving  full  consignments  of  cars.  Quo¬ 
tations  on  vessel  freights  from  here  are  as  fol¬ 
lows :  Boston,  Salem  and  Portland,  70c;  to  the 
sound,  60c;  Lynn,  Newburyport  and  Bangor.  85c; 
Portsmouth  and  Bath,  75c;  Saco  and  Gardiner, 
90@95c  and  lo\’^^ge. 

Death  of  Edward  A.  Willard. 

The  death  of  Edward  A.  Willard,  on  Friday 
night,  August  eleventh,  following  an  operation 
for  appendicitis,  came  as  a  shock  to  his  numer¬ 
ous  friends  in  the  coal  trade,  by  whom  he  had 
been  highly  esteemed.  Always  in  vigorous  health, 
possessing  much  energy,  he  returned  from  a  trip 
to  Boston  on  Friday  of  the  previous  week  feel¬ 
ing  in  good  spirits.  He  became  ill  that  night  and 
on  the  Saturday  following  appendicitis  developed, 
when  he  was  taken  to  the  hospital  and  the  ope¬ 
ration  was  performed.  He  seemed  to  improve 
for  several  days,  but  on  Wednesday  became 
worse,  reaching  the  crisis  on  Thursday  night, 
from  which  he  rallied  temporarily.  This  was 
again  followed  on  Friday  night  with  more  acute 
symptoms  under  which  he  succumbed  at  about 
ten  o’clock  in  the  evening. 

The  funeral  services  were  held  on  Sunday, 
August  thirteenth,  in  the  Holy  Trinity  church, 
Brooklyn. 

Mr.  Willard  was  senior  member  of  Edward  A. 
Willard  &  Co.,  at  21  State  street.  New  York; 
manager  of  the  New  R’ver  Coal  Sales  company, 
and  for  many  years  identified  with  the  export 
trade  of  American  and  English  coals.  He  was  a 
member  of  several  prominent  New  York  city 
clubs,  but  his  greatest  pleasure  was  obtained 
from  the  New  York  Yacht  Club,  of  which  he  was 
a  life  member.  He  was  always  active  in  the 
club’s  affairs,  especially  in  defending  the  Ameri¬ 
can  cup  against  foreign  competitors.  Mr.  Wil¬ 
lard  leaves  a  widow  and  seven  children,  two 
daughters  and  five  sons,  who  reside  in  New  York 
city.  He  was  in  his  sixtieth  year  of  age. 

J.  A.  McGuffin,  president  of  the  New  River 
Coal  Sales  Co.,  came  to  New  York  the  first  of 
the  week  and  appointed  Le  Baron  S.  Willard,  son 
of  the  deceased,  to  the  position  of  general  sales 
agent,  and  R.  R.  Blood,  chief  clerk,  as  acting 
manager  for  the  company. 

V 

G.  M.  Woodward,  western  manager  of  the 
Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Marquette  building,  Chicago, 
left  the  latter  part  of  last  week  on  a  vacation 
trip  to  the  important  watering  places  in  the  east. 
He  went  direct  to  Lake  George,  where  he  joined 
Mrs.  Woodward  and  daughter,  who  have  been  in 
the  east  for  some  weeks,  and  after  remaining  for 
several  days  at  that  point  they  visited  Lake  Cham¬ 
plain,  going  to  New  York  city  by  way  of  the 
Hudson  river.  Many  other  points  of  interest  in 
the  east  will  be  visited  before  the  return  to  Chi¬ 
cago.  Mr.  Woodward  has  not  taken  a  vacation 
of  this  character  in  some  time,  and  the  rest 
which  it  will  afford  him  from  the  trying  duties 
of  the  past  summer,  when  western  coal  markets 
were  very  dull,  it  is  expected  will  be  of  benefit 
to  him  physically.  He  will  ,  return  to  Chicago  the 
latter  part  of  the  present  month. 


Roosevelt’s  Address  to  the 
Miners. 

President  Roosevelt’s  address  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Catholic  Total  Abstinence  Union  of  Amer¬ 
ica  and  the  United  Mine  Workers,  at  Wilkes- 
barre.  Pa.,  on  Thursday  of  last  week,  drew  an 
immense  crowd  of  people,  numbering  approxi¬ 
mately  200,000  persons,  which  represented  all 
sections  of  the  anthracite  field.  The  President 
was  greeted  with  immense  enthushism,  being  the 
guest  of  honor.  Every  one  present  was  anxious 
to  learn  his  views  as  to  the  labor  situation.  While 
he  did  not  dwell  on  the  matter  directly,  he  im¬ 
parted  some  valuable  truths  which,  if  acted  upon 
by  his  hearers,  would  be  influential  in  maintain¬ 
ing  peace  and  harmony  in  the  anthracite  region 
for  a  long  time  to  come.  He  dwelt  particularly 
on  the  individual  and  his  responsibilities,  in  the 
progress  which  pertains  to  the  general  welfare ; 
also  the  interests  and  activities  in  which  he  is 
engaged.  He  said  in  part ; 

“The  only  effective  way  to  help  anybody  is  to 
help  him  help  himself.  There  are  exceptional 
times  when  any  one  of  us  needs  outside  help, 
and  then  it  should  be  given  freely ;  but  normally 
each  one  of  us  must  depend  upon  his  own  exer¬ 
tions  for  his  own  success.  Something  can  be 
done  by  wise  legislation  and  by  wise  and  honest 
administration  of  the  laws ;  that  is,  something 
can  be  done  by  our  action  taken  in  our  collective 
capacity  through  the  state  and  the  nation. 

“Something  more  can  be  done  by  combination 
and  organization  among  ourselves  in  our  private 
capacities  as  citizens,  so  long  as  this  combination 
or  organization  is  managed  with  wisdom  and  in¬ 
tegrity,  with  insistence  upon  the  rights  of  those 
benefited  and  yet  with  just  regard  for  the  rights 
of  others. 

“But  in  the  last  analysis  the  factor  most  influ¬ 
ential  in  determining  any  man’s  success  must  ever 
be  the  sum  of  that  man’s  own  qualities,  of  his 
knowledge,  foresight,  thrift  and  courage.  What¬ 
ever  tends  to  increase  his  self-respect,  whatever 
tends  to  help  him  overcome  the  temptations  w'th 
which  all  of  us  are  surrounded,  is  of  benefit  not 
only  to  him  but  to  the  whole  community. 

Should  Encourage  Spirit  of  Self  Respect. 

“Everything  possible  should  be  done  to  encour¬ 
age  the  growth  of  that  spirit  of  self-respect,  self- 
restraint,  self-reliance,  which  if  it  only  grows 
enough  is  certai  n  to  make  all  those  in  whom  it 
shows  itself  move  steadily  upward  toward  the 
highest  standard  of  American  citizenship.  It  is 
a  proud  and  responsible  privilege  to  be  citizens 
of  this  great  self-governing  nation ;  -and  each  of 
us  needs  to  keep  steadily  before  his  eyes  the 
fact  that  he  is  wholly  'unfit  to  take  part  in  the 
work  of  governing  others  unless  he  can  first  gov¬ 
ern  himself.  He  must  stand  up  manfully  for  his 
own  rights ;  he  must  respect  the  rights  of  others ; 
he  must  obey  the  law,  and  he  must  try  to  live  up 
to  those  rules  of  righteousness  which  are  above 
and  behind  all  laws. 

“This  applies  just  as  much  to  the  man  of  great 
wealth  as  to  the  man  of  small  means ;  to  the  cap¬ 
italist  as  to  the  wage-worker.  And  as  one  prac¬ 
tical  point,  let  me  urge  that  in  the  event  of  any 
difficulty,  especially  if  it  is  what  is  known  as  a 
labor  trouble,  both  sides  show  themselves  willing 
to  meet,  willing  to  consult,  and  anxious  each  to 
treat  the  other  reasonably  and  fairly,  each  to  look 
at  the  other’s  side  of  the  case  and  to  do  the  other 
justice.  If  only  this  course  could  be  generally 
followed,  the  chance  of  industrial  disaster  would 
be  minimized. 

“The  hand  of  the  Lord  is  sometimes  heavy  upon 
the  just  as  well  as  upon  the  unjust,  and  in  the 
life  of  labor  and  effort  which  we  must  lead  on  this 
earth  it  is  not  always  possible  either  by  work,  by 
wisdom,  or  by  upright  behavior  to  ward  off  dis¬ 
aster.  But  it  is  most  emphatically  true  that  the 
chance  for  leading  a  happy  and  prosperous  life 
is  immensely  improved  if  only  the  man  is  decent, 
sober,  industrious  and  exercises  foresight  and 
judgment.  Let  him  remember  above  all  that  the 
performance  of  duty  is  the  first  essential  to  right 
living,  and  that  a  good  type  of  average  family 
life  is  the  cornerstone  of  nat'onal  ha])piness  and 
greatness.  No  man  can  be  a  good  citizen,  can 
(leserve  the  respect  of  his  fellows,  unless  first 
of  all  he  is  a  good  man  in  his  own  family,  unless 
he  does  his  duty  faithfully  by  his  wife  and  chil¬ 
dren.’’ 


Coal  Purchase  in  Colorado. 

Ur.  A.  A.  Johnson  of  Uenviir,  Colo.,  acting  for 
a  large  New  York  corporation,  in  which  a  num¬ 
ber  of  prominent  Illinois  operator-  are  interested, 
recently  purchased  800  acre,  of  valuable  coal 
land  in  Routt  county,  Colo.,  the  consideration 
being  nearly  $80,000.  This  syndicate  last  ye-sr 
purchased  the  holdings  of  the  Elkhead  Anthr.-i 
cite  Coal  Co.,  near  Steamboat  Springs,  consist 
ing  of  1,520  acres,  the  purchase  price  being 
$190,000.  The  land  recently  purchased  was  ownecl 
by  David  Morgan,  an  old  timer  of  Routt  county. 
This  makes  the  syndicate  the  largest  holder  of 
anthracite  lands  in  that  coiiiUy,  as  it  now  owns 
over  2,000  acres.  The  land  is  all  uiuicrlaid  with 
four  or  five  veins  of  anthracic,  as  well  as  sev¬ 
eral  veins  of  semi-anthraritc,  and  is  considered 
the  most  valuable  piece  of  coal  land  in  the  west. 

It  is  stated  that  when  the  Moffat  railroad  is 
built  into  Routt  county,  a  branch  line  will  be  im¬ 
mediately  constructed  to  this  coal  tract,  afford¬ 
ing  an  outlet  for  the  ni  nes  which  will  be  opened. 
This  tract  is  said  to  be  the  largest  block  of  an¬ 
thracite  owned  by  any  company  west  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  and  the  coal  is  also  reported  to  be  of  good 
quality.  Development  work  will  commence  at  once 
and  the  mines  will  be  equipped  with  every  mod¬ 
ern  device  for  mining  coal.  The  product  will  be 
shipped  to  all  the  western  markets. 


Coal  Through  Sault  Ste.  Marie 
Canal. 

Shipments  of  anthracite  coal  through  the  Sault 
Ste.  Marie  canal  up  to  August  first  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  year  amounted  to  4.30,972  tons,  as  compared 
with  359,768  tons  for  the  same  period  last  year 
and  431,165  tons  up  to  the  same  date  in  August 
of  1903.  The  shipments  thus  far  the  present 
year  have  been  ahead  of  any  previous  period  in 
the  history  of  lake  navigation. 

Shipments  for  the  same  period  of  bituminous 
coal  amounted  to  2,513,601  tons,  as  compared 
with  1,208,211  tons  last  year  and  3,137,871  tons 
in  1903.  The  tonnage  of  bituminous  coal  moved 
in  1903  was  considerably  in  excess  of  the  same 
period  this  year. 


Current  Trade  Notes. 

The  IM.  Mitshkun  Co.,  Detroit,  l\Iich.,  recently 
completed  a  combination  car  for  the  New  Or¬ 
leans,  Natalbany  &  Natchez  railroad  which  has 
three  compartments,  one  for  baggage,  one  for 
colored  people  and  the  third  for  white  people. 
The  car  is  nicely  upholstered  throughout  and  is 
furnished  with  silver  plated  fixtures.  It  has  been 
sent  to  New  Orleans. 

The  C.  Reiss  Coal  Co.,  Sheboygan,  Wis.,  has 
just  sent  out  a  very  handsome  price  list,  with  the 
quotation  “In  the  Good  Old  Summer  Time,’’  ac¬ 
companied  by  several  illustrations  of  summer 
sports,  which  were  used  to  make  a  unique  border 
for  the  list  of  attractive  prices  on  both  anthracite 
and  bituminous  coal.  The  consumer  is  reminded 
that  “In  the  Good  Old  Summer  'I'ime”  is  a  good 
time  to  buy  coal  at  right  prices. 

The  Wichita  Coal  &  Material  Co.,  Wichita, 
Kas.,  has  issued  a  folder  describing  in  detail  the 
Reed  cement  block  machines,  which  are  manu¬ 
factured  by  the  company.  Several  good  illustra¬ 
tions  are  given,  showing  a  number  of  kinds  of 
blocks  and  brick  that  can  be  made  witli  these 
machines,  which  are  adapted  to  making  brick 
from  clay  and  shale  to  compete  with  concrete 
building  stone.  With  these  machines  it  is 
claimed  the  earning  power  of  the  average  mine 
where  clay  or  shale  are  available  can  be  in- 
creasei!  very  much. 


Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 

The  Hunthigdon  &  Broad  'Pop  Railroad  & 
Coal  Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  trans¬ 
ported  over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  August 
twelfth,  the  corresponding  week  last  year,  the  yi'ar 
to  date  and  the  corresponding  period  in  1904: 

Cimihcr- 

Hroad  Top.  land.  Total. 

\\*cck  ending  Aug.  12.  l*tn;i.  l0.S*;o  19.  in;: 

Corresponding  week.  1901..  T.Sn-.; 

Total  for  year  lOO.'i . 410,2*>9  97 

Corresponding  period,  1901 .3S.‘kT2l  ru»S,;pi2  l,ore>,023 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


L.  D.  Sliaflfer,  formerly  with  the  Andersen 
Coal  Mining  Co.  at  New  York,  has  accepted  a 
position  with  the  firm  of  Williams  &  'Peters.  He 
was  formerly  in  the  employ  of  this  firm  for  some 
years. 

D;  W.  Allen,  New  York  manager  for  William 
C.  Atwater  &  Co.,  returned  on  Tuesday  of  this 
week  after  enjoying  a  visit  of  five  days  at  the 
summer  home  of  W.  C.  Atwater  on  Long 
island. 

Henry  (i.  Davis  says  that  his  Coal  &  Coke  rail¬ 
road  in  West  Virginia  will  shortly  be  linked  with 
the  Western  Maryland,  and  through  trains  will 
be  run  from  Baltimore  to  Charleston,  saving 
eight  hours. 

•  F.  A.  Bassett,  eastern  salesman  for  George  D. 
Harris  &  Co.,  was  in  New  York  over  the  end 
of  the  week  and  Sunday,  combining  business  and 
pleasure  on  this  trip.  He  reports  trade  conditions 
in  that  territory  as  quiet,  although  he  looks  for¬ 
ward  to  an  improvement  shortly. 

George  W.  Alderfer,  chief  clerk  to  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent  C.  E.  Henderson,  of  the  Philadelphia  & 
Reading  railroad  at  Philadelphia,  left  on  Friday 
of  last  week  for  the  seashore  resorts  of  New 
Jersey,  where  he  will  enjoy  a  two  weeks’  vaca¬ 
tion  to  recoup  from  his  strenuous  labors  of  the 
past  year. 

J.  H.  Abbott,  New  York  sales  agent  for  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  railroad,  spent 
the  past  week  at  Lake  Flopatcong,  enjoying  a 
brief  rest.  Mr.  Abbott,  accompanied  by  Mrs. 
Abbott,  is  stopping  at  this  resort  for  the  sum¬ 
mer,  having  a  delightful  time,  but  finds  it  con¬ 
venient  to  reach  his  office  daily. 

William  R.  Storrs,  of  Scranton,  Pa.,  for  thirty- 
five  years  general  coal  agent  for  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  &  Western  railroad,  up  to  several 
years  ago,  died  at  his  home  in  Scranton  on 
Wednesday  of  last  week  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years.  Mr.  Storrs  succeeded  Mr.  Albright  as 
general  coal  agent,  who  was  the  first  to  fill  this 
position. 

'  S.  B.  Elkins  Jr.,  general  sales  agent  of  the 
West  Virginia  Coal  Co.,  New  York,  left  a  week 
ago  for  his  father’s  home  at  Elkins,  W.  Va.,  to 
enjoy  a  few  weeks  of  vacation  and  rest.  Mr. 
Elkins  has  been  very  closely  confined  to  his  busi¬ 
ness  duties,  which  are  constantly  increasing,  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  year,  and  naturally  feels  the  need  of 
some  recreation. 

Daniel  Anthony,  line  shipper  of  the  Lehigh  & 
Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  New  York,  left  on  Fri- 
clay  of  this  week  for  a  two  weeks’  vacation.  He 
went  by  boat  to  Albany  and  from  there  will  take 
the  Lake  George  and  Lake  Champlain  trip,  stop¬ 
ping  at  the  more  desirable  points.  He  will  spend 
his  time  in  recreation.  Fishing,  boating  and 
bathing  are  among  the  pleasures  he  will  pur¬ 
sue. 

C.  B.  Orcutt,  president  of  the  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co.,  of  New  York,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  his  wife  and  two  daughters,  returned 
home  from  Europe,  after  an  absence  of  two 
months,  on  the  steamship  Deutschland  on  Thurs¬ 
day  of  this  week.  Mr.  Orcutt  went  abroad  this 
year  to  take  a  rest  from  his  arduous  duties  and 
enjoy  a  change  of  climate,  in  which  his  family 
participated. 

George  M.  Norris,  sales  agent  at  New  York 
for  the  Beech  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  leaves  on 
the  twentieth  of  August  for  a  two  weeks’  vaca¬ 
tion  to  Cuba  Lake,  N.  Y.,  to  enjoy  a  rest  after 
a  heavy  season’s  business.  Mr.  Norris  will  be 
accompanied  by  a  friend,  not  in  the  coal  business, 
and  expects  to  have  a  pleasant  time.  This  is  not 
his  first  trip  there,  he  having  spent  several  pre¬ 
vious  seasons  at  this  lake. 

Frank  Staendel,  shipper,  of  the  Beech  Creek 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  abandoned  life  as  a  bachelor  and 
became  a  benedict  on  Thursday  of.  last  week. 
The  occasion  for  the  matrimonial  venture  was  a 
very  pretty  young  woman  of  New  York  city. 
Mr.  Staendel  has  the  congratulations  of  his  many 
friends.  After  the  nuptial  ceremonies  the  bride 
and  bridegroom  went  on  their  honeymoon  trip 
to  Delaware  Water  Gap,  where  they  will  remain 
for  two  weeks. 


A.  B.  Harris,  of  George  D,  Harris  &  Co.,  and 
secretary  of  the  Standard  Materials  Co.  at  New 
York,  left  on  Thursday  of  this  week  to  look  after 
important  business  matters  out  of  town,  after 
which  he  will  go  to  Raquette  Lake,  Adirondacks, 
returning  via  Lake  George,  Lake  Champlain  and 
Fort  Edward.  He  expects  to  spend  some  time 
at  the  above  places  to  obtain  a  rest  from  his 
arduous  duties  and  will  not  return  until  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  September. 

John  I).  Heissenbuttel,  No.  1  Broadway,  New 
York,  left  on  Wednesday  of  this  week  to  visit 
relatives  at  Ifella  Silva,  .Sullivan  county.  Pa,,  to 
be  gone  itntil  September  first.  Mr.  Heissenbuttel. 
who  is  getting  along  in  years  and  is  one  of  the 
oldest  members  of  the  coal  trade  in  New  York, 
has  not  been  feeling  well  lately,  and  the  trip  is 
taken  in  the  hope  that  a  change  of  climate  will 
result  in  better  health.  He  will  make  a  social 
visit  at  the  same  time. 

George  A.  Mcllroy,  general  manager  of  Par¬ 
rish,  Phillips  &  Co.,  New  York,  returned  home 
the  first  of  the  week  from  his  camp  in  the  Adi¬ 
rondack  mountains,  where  he  has  spent  the  past 
month  in  the  solitude  of  the  woods.  He  is  look¬ 
ing  particularly  well,  is  brown  as  a  berry  and 
ready  for  active  business.  It  is  probable  he  may 
spend  another  week  at  the  camp  at  the  end  of 
the  month ;  in  fact,  he  has  become  so  attached 
to  camp  life  that  it  is  hard  for  him  to  give  it  up. 

James  M.  Landis,  chief  clerk  to  Vice-Presi¬ 
dent  Theodore  Voorhees,  of  the  Philadelphia  & 
Reading  railroad,  at  Philadelphia,  left  on  Satur¬ 
day  of  last  week  for  a  ten  days’  rest  and  vaca¬ 
tion  in  Montgomery  and  Bucks  counties.  Mr. 
Landis  will  use  a  team  of  horses  in  making  the 
trip  and  expects  to  have  a  pleasant  time  on  his 
extended  tour.  He  is  one  of  the  older  officials 
of  the  Reading,  and  through  his  genial  sociability 
and  pleasant  manner  has  made  many  friends  who 
regard  him  with  high  esteem. 

Dr.  G.  G.  Revay,  of  4a  Cedar  street.  New 
York,  the  well  known  fuel  and  gas  expert,  who 
controls  the  American  rights  of  Coppee’s  patent 
coke  ovens,  sailed  Tuesday  last  on  the  steamship 
Kaiser  Wilhelm  II  for  Europe  on  an  extensive 
business  trip.  It  is  understood  that  several  large 
plants  are  about  to  be  constructed  in  this  coun¬ 
try  by  this  system  for  the  recovery  of  by¬ 
products.  the  success  of  which  is  proved  by  the 
competent  indorsement  of  well  known  authori¬ 
ties  in  the  metallurgical  line  in  Europe  and  by 
the  excellent  results  obtained  at  the  numerous 
works  erected  abroad. 

The  coal  barge  Bertha,  of  Elizabeth,  N.  J., 
loaded  with  1,500  tons  of  anthracite,  consigned 
by  William  L.  Hawkins,  of  No.  1  Broadway, 
New  York,  owner,  to  Ward’s  island,  struck  the 
rocks  in  Little  Hell  Gate  on  Thursday  of  last 
week  and  sank  as  a  result  of  the  breaking  of  a 
hawser  by  which  it  was  being  towed  by  the  Fi¬ 
delity  from  Randall’s  to  Ward’s  island.  Captain 
Bowe  and  his  son,  who  were  on  the  barge,  had 
to  jump  overboard  and  were  rescued  by  police 
patrol  boats  Nos.  2  and  8.  The  Fidelity,  after 
losing  its  tow,  drifted  or  was  carried  by  the  cur¬ 
rent  against  the  shore  at  Randall’s  island, 
smashing  its  propeller.  The  barge  Bertha  lies 
on  the  rocks,  half  submerged,  but  is  not  a  menace 
to  navigation. 

In  less  than  a  week’s  time,  following  the  fire 
at  the  terminal  piers  of  the  Delaware,  Lacka¬ 
wanna  &  Western  railroad  at  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  the 
company  had  fully  recovered  from  the  interfer¬ 
ence  to  transportation  and  again  was  operating 
its  road  on  schedule  time,  both  as  to  passenger 
and  freight  service.  No  expense  was  spared  in 
repairing  the  injury,  and  the  place  swarmed  with 
laborers,  many  of  whom  were  brought  from 
Scranton,  Pa.,  to  perform  the  work  as  quickly  as 
possible.  None  of  the  coal  piers  w^as  affected, 
although  they  suffered  severely  at  the  last  fire. 
The  coal  trade  of  the  company  did  not  suffer  any 
interruption.  Temporary  buildings  have  been 
erected  to  provide  for  the  convenience  of  the 
public,  and  the  company  will  build  a  new  terminal 
station  that  had  previously  been  planned  to  meet 
the  expansion  in  the  company’s  business.  This 
will  be  erected  as  soon  as  possible. 


The  Boston  chamber  of  commerce  reports  re- 
cepts  of  domestic  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal 
at  Boston,  Mass.,  the  past  month  and  since  Janu¬ 
ary  first,  this  year,  compared  with  the  same  pe¬ 
riod  the  previous  year,  as  follows :  Anthracite, 
month  of  July,  143,544  tons;  seven  months,  1,132,7 
111  tons,  as  compared  with  199.057  tons  and 
1,254,825  tons,  respectively,  in  1904.  Bituminous 
coal  for  July,  229,437  tons;  for  the  seven  months 
of  the  year,  1,020,813  tons,  as  against  225,487  tons 
and  1,393,290  tons,  respectively,  last  year.  This 
is  an  increase  of  227,517  tons  of  bituminous  coal, 
while  anthracite  shows  a  decrease  of  122  714  tons 
from  the  first  seven  months  of  1904.  ‘  The  de¬ 
crease  in  anthracite  is  quite  perceptible  for  July, 
compared  with  the  same  month  last  year,  amount¬ 
ing  to  55,513  tons,  and  indicates  the  dullness  that 
has  prevailed  in  that  market.  Receipts  of  provin¬ 
cial  coal  to  August  first  were  357,589  tons,  as 
compared  with  320,991  tons  for  the  same  period 
last  year,  an  increase  of  37,598  tons. 

The  George  H.  Gibson  Co.,  advertising  engin¬ 
eers,  Park  Row  building.  New  York  city,  is  a 
new  concern,  just  organized  for  the  purpose  of 
handling  high-class  advertising  in  the  line  of 
scientific  manufacture  and  engineering  products, 
in  which  its  management  has  had  a  wide  expe¬ 
rience  and  knowledge.  'I'he  company  consists  of 
Halbert  P.  Gillette,  M.  Am.  Sdc.  C.  E.,  M.  Am. 
Inst.  M.  E.,  fornterly  associate  editor  of  the 
Engineering  Nezvs,  and  George  H.  Gibson,  A.  M. 
Am.  Inst.  E.  E.,  J.  M.  Am.  Soc.  M.  E.,  formerly 
manager  of  publicity  for  the  International  Steam 
Pump  Co.,  manager  of  the  advertising  department 
of  the  B.  F.  Sturtevant  Co.  and  editor  of  the 
Westinghouse  companies’  publishing  department. 
The  new  company  will  undertake  to  conduct  ad¬ 
vertising  for  a  business  house  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  individual  would  a  department  located  in 
a  company’s  offices.  It  will  not  be  an  advertising 
agent  in  the  usual  sense  of  the  term,  as  it  will  re¬ 
ceive  no  commissions,  rendering  only  the  service 
and  leaving  the  actual  purchase  of  space  and 
printed  matter  in  the  clients’  hands. 


Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

Reported  by  VV.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  ship  and 
steamship  brokers,  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York :  The  almost  complete  absence  of  tonnage 
available  for  Cuban,  West  Indian  and  Mexican 
coal  for  August  loading,  has  caused  the  accumu¬ 
lation  of  orders  for  these  destinations,  and  al¬ 
though  shippers  are  willing  to  pay  considerably 
higher  than  recent  quotations,  thej-  are  unable 
to  secure  tonnage.  There  are  but  few  boats 
bound  to  the  states  that  w:ll  even  accept  Sep¬ 
tember  loading,  and  the  owners  of  these  are  hold¬ 
ing,  expecting  to  see  a  better  market,  as  they 
anticipate  shipments  of  grain  from  this  country 
in  the  near  future. 

The  very  active  demand  for  steamers  to  bring 
sugar  forw'ard  from  Cuba  at  advanced  rates  is 
also  having  a  bearing  upon  the  market,  and  the 
fever  in  the  gulf  is  causing  owners  to  hesitate 
about  sending  the  r  boats  outward  to  Mexico  in 
connection  with  future  gulf  business.  All  of 
these  signs  point  tow'ard  a  strong  bull  market  in 
coal  freights,  but  although  w'e  will  not  be  sur¬ 
prised  if  the  market  does  reach  a  higher  level, 
W'e  think  that  before  long  the  present  demand  will 
uncover  a  number  of  boats  that  are  not  offering 
at  present,  and  will  cause  owners  to  send  addi¬ 
tional  boats  in  th  s  direction,  which  will  relieve 
the  present  situation. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follow's :  $1.30@1.35  to  Havana  or  Matanzas ; 
$1.90@2.00  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua;  $1.60@1.70  to 
Cienfuegos ;  $1.65@1.70  to  Daiquiri ;  $1.40@1.50 
to  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $1.60@1.70  to  St. 
Thomas ;  $1.80@1.90  to  St.  Lucia ;  $1.70@1.S0  to 
Barbados;  $1.40@1.50  to  Kingston;  $1.55@1.60 
to  Colon ;  $2.00@2.10  to  Demerara ;  $1.30@1.35 
and  p.  c.  to  Curacao;  $1.50  to  Vera  Cruz;  $1.50@ 
1.55  to  Tampico;  10s  @lls  to  Buenos  Ayres;  11s 
@12s  to  Rosario;  12s@13s  to  Santos;  10s@lls  to 
Rio;  10s  to  a  direct  port  in  the  Med  terranean, 
not  east  of  the  w’est  coast  of  Italy,  Spain  ex¬ 
cluded;  $4.00@$4.25  and  discharged  to  Manila; 
$4.50  to  Japanese  ports. 
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Inside  History  of  the  ShoUFirers’  Decision, 


■  In  connection  with  the  recent  decision  of  Judge 
Gray  of  the  shot-firers’  controversy  in  Illinois 
there  is  some  inside  history  which  has  never  been 
written.  If  this  matter  should  come  up  again, 
when  a  new  contract  is  to  be  signed  next  April, 
it  might  prove  of  great  interest  and  value  to  the 
coal  operators  of  the  state  to  know  exactly  and 
definitely  the  position  taken  by  their  representa¬ 
tives  on  the  arbitration  board.  These  regresenta- 
'  tives  were  A.  J.  Moorshead,  of  St.  Louis,  and 
H.  N.  Taylor,  of  Chicago.  Undoubtedly  they  pre- 
'  sented  their  side  of  the  controversy  before  Judge 
Gray  in  a  strong  light. 

Opinion  of  A.  .1.  Moorsliead. 


In  response  to  a  request  Mr.  Moorshead  has 
written  for  The  Black  Diamond  a  brief  opinion 
of  the  decision  in  which  he  calls  attention  to  sev¬ 
eral  matters  of  inside  history  never  before  made 
public.  He  says : 

“I  have  naturally  been  very  much  interested  in 
the  articles  that  have  appeared  in  the  various  jour¬ 
nals,  including  your  own,  of  course,  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  shot-firers’  bill  and  the  decision  of 
Judge  Gray,  and  it  occurred  to  me  that  perhaps 
you  might  glean  a  better  idea  of  the  position 
taken  by  the  operators  before  Judge  Gray  if  you 
saw  a  statement  which  the  writer  drew  up  on 
the  way  to  Wilmington,  and  after  making  our 
argument  presented  it  for  Judge  Gray’s  considera¬ 
tion.  It  is  herewith  inclosed. 

“It  Was  the  only  statement  offered  by  the  ope¬ 
rators’  and  miners’  representatives,  and  you  can 
best  judge  of  Judge  Gray’s  decision,  perhaps,  by 
a  perusal  of  the  statement  referred  to. 

“The  most  vexatious  matter  in  connection  with 
the  shot-firers’  bill  is  the  fact  that  when  we  dis¬ 
covered  that  there  was  no  possible  way  to  stop 
its  passage  we  suggested  that  the  law  be  made 
effective  May  first,  1906,  so  that  it  would  not  in¬ 
terfere  with  our  contract,  but  the  miners  paid 
no  attention  to  our  wishes  in  this  respect,  and, 
in  fact,  felt  that  they  had  the  power  to  do  just 
as  they  pleased,  both  in  so  far  as  being  able  to 
pass  any  bill  they  saw  fit  to  frame  or  the  conse¬ 
quences  that  might  follow,  and  neither  did  they 
care  whether  it  was  in  violation  or  interfered 
with  the  provisions  of  our  contract  or  not,  nor 
did  they  care  what  conflicts  were  likely  to  fol¬ 
low  or  the  expense  and  trouble  it  would  enforce 
upon  the  operators,  nor  the  price  that  some  min¬ 
ers  would  pay  as  the  result  of  an  effort  to  re¬ 
organize  on  the  basis  of  the  new  law. 


Would  Have  Supported  llumsine  Haw. 

,  “We  told  the  miners  as  well  as  the  senate  com¬ 
mittees  who  had  the  bill  in  charge  that  if  it  was 
being  pushed  through  on  humane  lines  only  we 
'  would  offer  a  better  one,  and  cited  the  Pennsyl- 
^  vania  mining  law  with  reference  to  the  blast¬ 
ing  of  coal;  that  law  provides  that  no  coal  shall 
be  shot  without  its  either  having  been  sheared 
*.  or  undercut,  and  no  drill-hole  shall  be  made  a 
’  greater  depth  than  the  shearing  or  under-cutting. 
Severe  penalties  are  placed  upon  the  miners  for 
any  attempt  or  violation  of  the  law,  and  also 
are  placed  upon  the  mine  manager  if  fie  permits 
■  the  law  to  be  violated.  We  were  able  to  show 
to  the  miners  and  to  the  senate  committees  that 
in  the  machine  mines  in  the  state  of  Illinois 
there  has  not  occurred  a  loss  of  a  single  life 
nor  serious  accident  in  the  use  of  explosives, 
,  and  explained  to  them  that  the  cause  lay  in  the 
fact  that  the  coal  was  properly  mined  before  be¬ 
ing  shot,  and  on  account  of  being  mined  only 
small  quantities  of  powder  were  necessary. 

“This,  in  brief,  is  a  general  outline  of  our 
position  with  reference  to  the  shot-firers’  bill, 
and  is  given  for  your  own  information.’’ 

Statement  Submitted  by  the  Operators. 


The  statement  submitted  to  Judge  Gray  by  the 
operators’  representatives  at  the  hearing  was  as 
follows : 

“Statement  by  representatives  of  the  mine  own¬ 
ers  of  the  dispute  between  the  Illinois  Coal  Ope¬ 
rators’  Association  and  the  United  Mine  Work¬ 
ers  of  America  with  reference  to  legislation  offect- 
ing  a  contract  between  the  two  associations,  re¬ 
ferred  to  arbitration : 


“The  Illinois  Coal  Operators’  Association  was 
formed  and  maintained  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
contracting  and  dealing  with  the  United  Mine 
Workers’  organization,  both  national,  state  and 
by  districts,  in  the  state. 

“Said  contracting  and  dealing  with  the  United 
Mine  Workers’  organization  is  comprised  wholly 
with  reference  to  the  duties  of  and  the  wages  that 
shall  be  paid  each  class  of  labor. 

“The  Illinois  Coal  Operators’  Association  was 
organized  at  the  close  of  the  strike  of  1897,  and 
has  been  an  active  body  since  then.  It  is  not  in¬ 
corporated.  Its  membership  represents  about 
ninety-seven  per  cent  of  the  total  tonnage  of  the 
state. 

“Commencing  with  the  interstate  convention 
held  in  the  city  of  Chicago  in  January,  1898,  for 
the  purpose  of  and  which  finally  resulted  in  con¬ 
summation  of  a  contract,  both  interstate,  state 
and  districts  in  the  state  of  Illinois,  for  one  year, 
ending  March  thirty-first,  1899,  said  Illinois  Coal 
Operators’  Association  has  each  year  since  the 
above  named  dates  made  yearly  contracts  with 
the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  excepting 
at  the  conventions  held  in  January.  February  and 
March,  1904,  when  a  contract  was  entered  into 
for  two  years  with  the  United  Mine  Workers, 
effective  April  first,  1904,  and  expiring  March 
thirty-first,  1906. 

“Contracts  between  the  coal  mine  owners  and 
the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  are  based 
upon  competitive  market  conditions,  thereby  en¬ 
abling  the  thin-seam  mines,  where  the  cost  of 
production  is  very  high,  as  well  as  mines  having 
heavy  freight  rates  to  pay,  by  reason  of  their 
greater  distance  from  the  markets,  such  as  Chi¬ 
cago,  St.  Louis,  Peoria,  etc.,  that  all  may  have 
an  opportunity  to  place  their  product  in  fair  com¬ 
petition. 

Mining  Hate  Is  Basis  of  Contract  Prices. 

“Contracts  for  furnishing  coal  to  railroads  and 
large  industries  are  all  predicated  on  the  mining 
rate,  and  agreed  prices  for  all  labor  specified  in 
the  contract  between  the  Illinois  Coal  Operators’ 
Association  and  the  United  Mine  Workers  of 
America,  and  any  change  increasing  the  cost  of 
producing  coal  would  entail  a  severe  and  unfair 
hardship  upon  the  coal  mine  owners. 

“The  making  of  such  contracts  involves  great 
labor,  and  the  time  occupied  in  making  said  con¬ 
tracts  is  from  sixty,  to  seventy-five  days  each 
year. 

“Said  contract  obligations  are  based  upon  com¬ 
mon  honesty  and  honor  only,  and  the  penalty  for 
violation  of  said  contracts  results  in  suspension 
of  work  and  its  attending  consequences,  as  is 
the  case  in  the  state  of  Illinois  today. 

“In  1904  the  Illinois  Coal  Operators’  Associa¬ 
tion,  in  connection  with  the  operators  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  Ohio  and  Indiana,  entered  into  a  con¬ 
tract  with  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America, 
known  as  the  interstate  agreement,  effective 
.\pril  first,  1904,  and  expiring  March  thirty-first, 
1906. 

“Said  interstate  agreement  provides  for  the 
state  of  Illinois  one  mining  rate  only,  viz.,  fifty- 
two  cents  per  ton  for  run-of-mine  coal  at  Dan¬ 
ville  (and  which  is  known  as  the  basing  point 
for  Illinois),  and  for  this  price  the  miner  must 
drill  and  blast  the  coal,  load  into  mine  cars  and 
timber  the  roof,  as  provided  in  the  contract. 

“Following  the  interstate  meeting,  held  in  Jan¬ 
uary  and  February,  1904,  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  a 
meeting  of  the  Illinois  organization  of  miners  and 
coal  mine  owners  convened  in  the  city  of  Spring- 
field,  Ill.,  in  March,  1904,  and  there  formulated 
a  contract  as  to  the  wages  to  be  paid  for  mining 
coal  at  each  of  the  mines  throughout  the  state, 
and  such  wages  are  based  upon  commercial  com¬ 
petition,  as  previously  described. 

Text  of  the  Complaint. 

“The  United  Mine  Workers’  organization  of 
Illinois,  through  its  legislative  committee,  caused 
a  bill  to  be  framed  and  presented  to  the  legislature 
of  Illinois,  known  as  the  “shot-firers’  bill,”  and 
which  became  a  law  July  first,  190.5. 

"Said  bill  requires  the  operators  of  coal  mines 
in  Illinois  to  provide  men  for  the  purpose  of  e.\- 
amining  and  shooting  of  the  shots,  which  have 


been  prepared  by  the  miners,  and  said  bill  fur¬ 
thermore  provides  that  the  coal  mine  owners 
shall  pay  the  wages  of  the  shot-firers  and  ex¬ 
aminers. 

“The  United  Mine  Workers’  organization  of 
Illinois,  through  its  legislative  committee,  was 
present  at  all  times  during  sessions  of  the  senate 
committees  on  mines  and  mining,  as  well  as 
judiciary,  when  the  bill  was  under  discussion,  and 
importuned  and  prayed  the  legislature  to  pass  said 
‘shot-firers’  bill.’ 

“The  United  Mine  Workers’  organization  fur¬ 
thermore  maintained  a  lobby  at  Springfield,  Ill., 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  passage  of  said 
‘shot-firers’  bill.’ 

“The  Illinois  Coal  Operators’  Association  op¬ 
posed  the  passage  of  the  bill,  giving  as  one  of 
the  reasons  that  it  would  be  in  violation  of  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  the  contract  between  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  the  state  of  Illinois 
and  the  Illinois  State  Operators’  Association,  and 
which  would  expire  March  thirty-first,  1906. 

“The  bill  having  become  a  law,  it  devolves  upon 
the  mine  owners  to  obey  it,  and  which  they, 
through  their  organization,  have  declared  to  do, 
but  the  demand  of  the  mine  owners  upon  the 
mine  workers  of  Illinois  to  reimburse  them  for 
all  moneys  that  may  be  paid  in  the  employment 
of  shot-firers  and  examiners  from  July  first, 
1905,  to  March  thirty-first.  1906,  has  been  met 
with  positive  refusal,  and  the  mine  workers  base 
said  refusal  upon  the  mining  laws  of  Illinois,  to 
which  they  declare  the  contract  must  at  all  times 
be  subordinate  and  subject  to.  The  United  Mine 
Workers  further  declare  that,  by  reason  of  the 
shot-firers  performing  their  duties  at  the  close 
of  the  day  shift  of  eight  hours,  the  operators  are 
compensated  by  reason  of  the  underground  day 
labor  being  able  to  work  full  eight  hours,  and 
which  they  believe  have  heretofore  been  pre¬ 
vented  by  reason  of  the  miners  firing  their  blasts 
an  average  of  fifteen  minutes  before  the  day  shift 
stopped  work.  The  contract  plainly  states  that 
all  employes  shall  work  eight  hours  per  day.” 

Declaration  by  the  Coal  Operators. 

The  mine  owners  declare : 

"First.  That  said  contract  between  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  America  and  the  Illinois  Coal 
Operators’  Association  was  entered  into  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  fair  competition  between 
all  of  the  operating  companies. 

"Second.  Said  contract  was  entered  into  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  a  satisfactory  wage 
for  all  mine  employes. 

"Third.  Said  contract  stipulates  a  definite  and 
.unchangeable  mining  price  that  shall  be  paid  to 
the  miner  for  shooting  the  coal,  loading  the  coal 
and  timbering  the  roof. 

"Fourth.  Such  wages  being  based  upon  com¬ 
mercial  competitive  lines  with  the  states  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  and  each 
mine  with  every  other  mine  in  Illinois,  no  addi¬ 
tional  burden,  such  as  would  be  imposed  by  the 
shot-firers’  bill,  could  be  added  to  the  mining 
cost  without  forcing  such  Illinois  companies  pro¬ 
ducing  coal  by  blasting  with  powder  out  of  com¬ 
petitive  relationship  and  result  in  financial  in- 
jury. 

"Fifth.  Said  law  imposes  upon  the  operators 
the  duty  and  cost  of  examining  and  firing  blasts 
which  the  miners  in  the  contract  promises  to  per¬ 
form. 

"Si.vth.  Said  contract  is  based  upon  equity, 
and,  whether  changed  by  legislative  enactment, 
through  the  initiative  of  the  miners’  legislative 
committee  or  by  any  other  means,  a  fair  and 
equitable  adjustment  should  be  made  to  satisfy 
and  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  contract. 

"Seventh.  The  mining  law,  as  in  effect  at  the 
time  of  the  making  of  the  contract,  must  apply, 
otherwise  either  party  to  the  contract  might  se¬ 
cure  advantages  through  legislative  enactment 
which  could  not  be  otherwise  secured,  and  there¬ 
by  destroy  the  purpose  for  which  trade  agreements 
and  the  resultant  contracts  are  made. 

"Eighth.  The  miners’  contention  that  the  mine 
operators  secure  an  advantage  by  reason  of  the 
titidcrgrotind  day  labor  being  enabled  to  work 
full  eight  hours  each  day  can  not  be  considered, 
becaitsc  the  contract  provides  for  an  eight-hour 
work  (lay  for  all  classes  of  employes.” 
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In  the  Realm  of  the  Retailer. 


This  is  the  season  of  the  year  when  the  coal 
man  should  begin  to  make  preparations  for  his 
fall  and  winter  business.  You  will  note  that 
1  have  said  “should”  in  this  connection.  There 
are  many  dealers  who  do  not  do  so,  and  that  is 
why  1  used  this  form  of  the  verb. 

A  great  many  dealers  wait  until  the  last  mo¬ 
ment  and  then  they  find  that  they  have  lost  some 
business  because  they  were  not  in  a  state  of 
preparedness. 

A  bit  of  frosty  weather  comes  along  and  they 
have  no  coal  in  their  bins  to  supply  their  cus¬ 
tomers.  'I'here  is  a  car  congestion  on  the  rail¬ 
roads  or  other  troubles  with  transportation,  and 
although  tliey  may  telegraph  or  telephone  until 
they  are  black  and  blue  in  the  face  and  the  wires 
bearing  their  messages  sag  from  sheer  weight, 
they  can  not  get  the  coal  by  the  time  they  require 
it. 

I  find  in  my  range  of  personal  experience  that 
the  dealers  who  constitute  the  larger  proportion 
of  those  neglecting  to  order  coal  in  time  for  the 
*  fall  demand  are  those  engaged  in  other  lines 
of  business  in  the  summer. 

For  instance,  a  salesman  in  relating  his  trials 
and  tribulations  to  me  the  past  week  said  that  he 
called  in  one  town  in  Illinois  where  there  were 
two  dealers. 

One  of  these,  he  said,  was  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business,  while  the  other  was  in  the  ce¬ 
ment  and  lime  business.  Both  handled  coal  dur¬ 
ing  the  months  of  the  year  when  it  was  in 
season. 

The  Kxperleiices  of  a  Salesman. 

“I  called  on  the  lumber  dealer  first,”  said  the 
salesman.  “He  remarked  that  the  weather  was 
nice  and  that  his  business  in  lumber  was  the 
best  he  ever  had. 

“When  I  suggested  coal  to  him  he  nearly  fell 
out  of  his  office  chair.  ‘Coal,’  he  said,  ‘I  only 
use  that  to  fill  in  with  when  I  can  not  sell  any¬ 
thing  else.  Stock  some  now?  Well,  I  guess  not 
— not  until  the  people  in  this  burg  require  a  little 
more  than  they  do  at  present  and  there  is  some 
weather  to  back  it  up.  No,  I  will  not  stock  any 
at  this  time.  I  can  get  all  the  coal  I  want  when 
it  is  time  for  it.  I  am  too  busy  with  lumber  to 
pay  any  attention  to  coal.’  ” 

“The  other  dealer  was  a  little  worse.  ‘I  don’t 
want  any,’  was  his  laconic  way  of  putting  it. 
‘I  am  selling  lime  and  cement  till  I  can’t  rest. 
Seems  to  me  by  the  way  it  is  leaving  the  yard 
I  am  making  about  fifty  dollars  a  day  and  not 
half  trying.  I  have  been  so  busy  I  have  not  had 
time  to  stop  and  find  out  just  what  my  profits 
are,  but  I  will  tell  you  what  it  is  young  man, 
while  they  continue  on  the  present  basis  I  am 
not  going  to  bother  with  coal  or  any  other  cheap 
product  of  that  kind.’ 

The  salesman  concluded  his  recital  of  facts  with 
the  exclamation :  “How  can  a  salesman  do  busi¬ 
ness  under  those  conditions  ?” 

I  consoled  him  with  the  assurance  that  he 
would  get  his  revenge  next  winter;  that  dealers, 
even  though  they  were  making  money  in  another 
line  of  business,  were  not  the  best  business  men 
if  they  did  not  prepare  a  few  weeks  in  advance 
of  the  time  they  actually  needed  the  coal  by 
taking  in  a  surplus  supply.  I  assured  my  sales¬ 
man  friend  that  about  the  middle  of  next  Feb¬ 
ruary,  and  perhaps  sooner,  there  would  be  a  coal 
famine  in  this  town,  and  he  could  go  down  and 
take  a  look  at  these  dealers,  winking  in  a  know¬ 
ing  way  as  he  reminded  them  of  his  efforts  to 
stock  some  coal  in  August. 

There  is  one  important  reason  why  the  capable 
and  efficient  coal  dealers  should  stock  as  much 
coal  as  possible  this  month.  This  reason  exists 
in  the  fact  that  winter  prices  generally  become 
effective  the  first  of  September. 

Winter  Prices  Are  EOectlve  Next  Montli. 

On  anthracite,  the  winter ,  circular  goes  into 
effect  and  coal  must  be  bought  at  the  full  price. 
Coal  purchased  in  April  and  sold  at  a  gross  profit 
of  in  September  and  later  months  looks 

like  a  good  thing  from  the  retailers’  standpoint. 

Anthracite  purchased  in  August  sold  at  a  profit 
of  $1.10  thirty  days  later,  also  looks  like  a  good 
thing.  The  additional  dime  saved  by  purchasing 
this  month  really  means  the  enhancement  of  the 


profit  on  the  coal  sold  later  to  the  extent  of  fif¬ 
teen  to  twenty  per  cent.  This  reckoning  is  on  the 
basis  of  the  net  profit,  which  scarcely  ever 
amounts  to  more  than  forty  or  fifty  cents  a  ton 
on  coal  bought  in  September  and  sold  during  that 
month. 

On  the  bituminous  product  the  advance  in 
wholesale  car-lot  •  prices  on  September  fir.st 
amounts  to  even  more  than  on  anthracite.  On 
smokeless  lump  and  egg  this  year  the  advance 
will  be  thirty-five  cents  a  ton  as  compared  with 
purchases  made  on  the  thirty-first  of  August — 
or  before  that  time.  This  saving  alone  means 
an  additional  profit  to  the  dealer  on  his  winter 
business  of  a  large  sum  of  money  and  may  mean 
the  difference  between  loss  and  profit. 

On  all  descriptions  of  bituminous  product  the 
average  advance  on  September  first,  in  the  whole¬ 
sale  car-lot  prices  is  always  in  the  neighborhood 
of  twenty-five  cents  a  ton. 

'I'hese  are  all  well  enough  as  separate  items. 
There  are  some  dealers  who  always  look  upon 
such  a  saving  as  would  come  from  buying  coal 
this  month  as  minor  items  of  no  importance, 
whereas,  if  they  were  to  stop  and  figure  up  the 
aggregate  losses  through  failure  to  purchase  coal 
at  the  right  time,  they  would  be  astounded. 

A  brief  summary  of  the  saving  which  can  be 
accomplished  between  buying  coal  even  for  a 
small  retail  yard  as  compared  with  a  month  later 
will  furnfsh  convincing  evidence  to  those  who 
have  any  power  of  reasoning. 

Summary  of  What  Can  Be  .Saved. 

In  order  that  the  comparison  may  be  made  as 
effective  as  possible,  it  will  be  made  on  a  business 
which  consists  of  selling  only  1,000  tons  of  coal 
between  September  first  and  April  first. 

A  yard  which  handles  1,000  tons  of  coal  in  this 
period,  we  will  assume  sells  200  tons  of  anthra¬ 
cite;  100  tons  of  smokeless;  100  tons  of  Hocking; 
200  tons  of  Illinois  coal ;  100  tons  of  Indiana  coal ; 
miscellaneous,  200  tons.  Here  is  how  a  summary 
between  August  and  September  buying  will  look : 


August 

September 

Saved  by 

Wholesale 

Wholesale 

Purchase  in 

Price. 

h*rice. 

August. 

200 

tons  anthracite  . .  . 

_ $1,280 

$1,300 

$20 

100 

tons  smokeless, 

lump 

and  egg  . 

....  355 

390 

35 

100 

tons  Hocking  . .  . . 

-  300 

325 

25 

200 

tons  Illinois  . 

....  470 

500 

30 

100 

tons  Indiana  . 

_  225 

240 

15 

200 

tons  miscellaneous. 

.  730 

780 

50 

$3,3C0 

$3,535 

$175 

This  table  has  been  prepared  very  conserv¬ 
atively.  The  saving  in  the  purchase  of  Illinois 
and  Indiana  coals  in  August  as  compared  with 
the  price  which  will  be  paid  the  latter  part  of 
September  for  the  same  coals,  providing  business 
follows  normal  channels,  will  amount  to  $60  or 
$75  on  200  tons,  instead  of  $45.  Coal  is  now 
going  begging  from  the  Illinois  and  Indiana  fields, 
because  buyers  are  not  numerous.  Thirty  days 
hence  they  will  be  out  in  full  force  and  then  it 
will  be  active  and  the  demand  will  exceed  the 
supply,  because  transportation  conditions  will  not 
permit  of  enough  coal  to  go.  forward,  even  if  it 
could  be  mined,  to  meet  the  entire  demand. 

The  possibilities  resulting  from  August  buying 
of  coal  at  wholesale  are  greater  than  appear,  ac¬ 
cording  to  this  table.  This,  however,  is  sufficient 
to  indicate  how  a  dealer  should  study  matters  of 
this  kind  and  how  he  would  benefit  by  studying 
them. 

Saving  Would  Amount  to  Five  Per  Cent. 

The  saving  of  $175  on  an  investment  of  $3,360 
this  month,  as  compared  with  an  investment  of 
$.3,535  next  month  amounts  to  more  than  five  per 
cent  on  the  total  capital.  Five  per  cent  as  earned 
interest  on  a  year’s  investment  where  there  is  no 
deterioration  of  the  capital  is  regarded  as  a  good 
rate  of  income.  It  ought  to  be  when  invested  in 
a  retail  stock  of  coal,  and  can  be  made  in  thirty 
days’  time. 

It  means  that  the  careful  dealer  will  have  that 
much  to  show  at  the  end  of  the  year  as  a  part  of 
his  earning  power.  This  amount  at  Christmas 
time,  when  holiday  shopping  is  on  the  tapis,  and 
money  is  a  necessary  evil,  will  go  far  toward  re¬ 
lieving  the  usual  stringency  which  prevails  in 
many  householders’  purses. 


If  the  small  item  of  $175  can  be  saved  by  pur¬ 
chasing  in  August  all  the  coal  that  will  be  re¬ 
quired  during  the  next  six  months  to  supply  the 
trade  of  the  retailer  selling  only  1,000  tons,  se“ 
how  much  greater  will  be  the  profit  on  purchases 
aggregating  5.000  tons.  It  will  amount  to  $675, 
which  is  sufficient  to  purchase  a  modest  home 
in  some  of  the  smaller  cities  of  the  west  and 
leave  a  nest  egg  for  the  bank.  On  purchases  ag¬ 
gregating  10.000  tons,  the  saving  will  be  $1,750, 
which  would  look  very  good  at  the  end  of  the 
mining  year  when  the  profits  and  losses  were 
counted  up. 

It  is  true  that  many  dealers  do  not  have  suffi¬ 
cient  storage  room  so  that  they  can  take  in  all 
the  coal  they  will  require  for  winter  and  fall 
sales  during  August. 

On  the  other  hand  there  are  many  dealers  who 
have  abundant  storage  room  who  fail  to  take  in 
more  than  a  sufficient  tonnage  to  meet  their  cur¬ 
rent  everyday  requirements,  until  late  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  when  they  begin  to  stock  up  coal  when  every¬ 
one  else  is  stocking  up  and  prices  are  as  high 
as  they  are  likely  to  be  till  mid-winter. 

Advice  Given  by  Bussell  Sage. 

Every  dealer  who  expects  to  continue  in  busi¬ 
ness  should  have  all  the  coal  on  hand  the  last 
day  af  August  for  which  he  has  storage  room. 
If  he*  follows  this  policy  and  then  charges  as 
much  during  September  and  the  subsequent 
months  as  he  would  if  he  were  to  buy  at  that  time 
he  will  find  that  his  profits  have  been  most  con¬ 
siderably  augmented  and  he  will  wonder  why  he 
never  thought  of  that  point  before. 

It  is  related  of  Russell  Sage  that  he  follows 
the  general  policy  of  buying  when  every  one  else 
is  anxious  to  sell  and  of  selling  when  every  one 
else  is  anxious  to  buy. 

This  is  a  policy  that  may  be  adopted  with  profit 
in  many  other  lines  of  business  aside  from  stocks 
and  bonds.  When  no  one  is  buying  then  is  the  time 
to  buy  coal,  because  the  price  will  be  satisfactory, 
you  will  get  the  coal  when  it  is  required  and 
you  will  save  money.  When  other  dealers  are 
waiting  until  the  coal  arrives  at  the  yards,  if  you 
buy  in  August,  then  you  will  be  able  to  sell  it 
while  they  are  delayed  by  car  shortages  and  other 
impediments  to  the  conduct  of  a  successful  retail 
business.  This  is  an  applicaion  of  Russell  Sage’s 
advice  in  a  practical  manner,  which  any  one  who 
has  studied  the  above  table  can  not  fail  to  ap¬ 
preciate. 

The  best  preparation  that  can  be  made  this 
month  therefore  is  to  take  in  a  stock  of  coal. 

In  addition  some  physical  betterments  can  be 
arranged.  The  retail  yard  should  be  put  in  the 
best  possible  condition  for  the  rush  of  business 
that  will  occur  with  the  opening  of  the  public 
schools  and  the  demand  for  domestic  fuel,  which 
is  coincident  with  the  first  frost,  next  month.  If 
these  preparations  are  made  in  the  yard  now  they 
will  save  much  money  and  worry  ne.xt  winter, 
when  it  will  become  absolutely  necessary  to  make 
them. 

Preparations  should  be  made  for  adding  to 
the  office  and  yard  force,  and  e.xtra  men  should 
be  listed  so  that  they  can  be  secured  at  a  mo¬ 
ment’s  notice  when  the  grand  rush  occurs  later 
in  the  season.  These  preparations  can  be  made 
now  because  there  is  not  much  demand  for  coal 
from  consumers,  and  the  time  required  in  making 
them  will  be  found  to  have  been  employed  to 
much  better  advantage  than  if  it  is  used  in  de¬ 
ploring  the  lack  of  present  business  or  in  some 
other  equally  as  fruitless  lazy  man’s  job. 

The  Yard  Manager. 


Pennsylvania  Shipments. 

Shipments  of  coal  and  coke  originating  on  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad  east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie, 
for  the  week  of  August  fifth,  amounted  to  877,204 
tons,  distributed  as  follows: 


1905. 

1905. 

1904. 

Week  ending 

Year  to 

Year  to 

-Aug.  5. 

Aug.  5. 

-Aug.  6. 

•Anthracite  coal  .. 

_  87,533 

2,748,617 

2,650.369 

Bituminous  coal 

- 577,873 

16,786,629 

16,862,171 

Coke  . 

- 211,798 

6,478.465 

4,991,211 

Totals . 

_ 877,204 

26,018,611 

23,508,761 
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Western  Retail  J^otes. 


Gmeinder  &  Lampert,  Mapleton,  Iowa,  are 
building  large  coal  sheds. 

William  Widdle,  Dewar,  Iowa,  has  engaged  in 
the  retail  coal  business  at  that  point. 

Capt.  H.  A.  Kennedy,  Waukegan,  Ill.,  has 
embarked  in  the  retail  coal  and  wood  business  in 
that  city. 

The  Vesta  Grain  &  Fuel  Co.  was  recently  or¬ 
ganized  at  Vesta,  Minn.  J.  Arnold  has  been 
made  secretary. 

The  price  of  coal  at  retail  will  be  advanced 
twenty-five  cents  per  ton  at  Topeka,  Kas.,  on 
September  first. 

Louis  Hisel,  Fairfield,  Iowa,  has  been  awarded 
the  contract  for  furnishing  400  tons  of  coal  to 
the  city  schools,  at  $3.50  per  ton. 

J.  G.  Nelson  of  Great  Falls,  Mont.,  recently 
purchased  the  interest  of  B.  B.  Tasker  in  the 
Vanderwaker  Coal  Co.  at  Tasker,  N.  D. 

Arnold  &  Sigler,  coal  dealers  at  Leon,  Iowa, 
have  sold  their  coal  business  to  C.  F.  Wright 
and  C.  C.  Little,  who  will  conduct  it  hereafter. 

The  North  Shore  Fuel  &  Supply  Co.,  recently 
incorporated  at  Chicago,  with  an  authorized  cap¬ 
ital  of  $75,000,  has  increased  its  capital  to  $100,- 
000. 


The  Pittsburg  &  Buffalo  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
has  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land  at  Youngs¬ 
town,  Ohio,  which  it  is  said  will  be  used  for 
retail  yards. 

The  Consumers’  Fuel  Co.  was  recently  incor¬ 
porated  at  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  $10,000.  F.  E.  Frick  is  one  of  the  in¬ 
corporators. 

William  Ration  &  Son,  coal  and  lumber 'dealers 
at  Essex,  Iowa,  are  building  new  coal  storage 
bins  along  the  railroad  tracks  north  of  their 
lumber  yard. 

The  firm  of  J.  &  ^V.  C.  Shull,  .coal  dealers  at 
Sac  City,  Iowa,  were  recently  awarded  the  contract 
for  furnishing  coal  to  the  public  buildings  in  that 
city  at  $3.20  per  ton. 

The  Copeland  Lumber  Co.,  Cresco,  Iowa,  has 
made  a  number  of  improvements  in  its  property 
at  that  point,  installing  new  and  modern  loading 
and  unloading  machinery. 


The  Murphy  coal  and  feed  store  at  Terre  Haute 
Ind.,  has  been  purchased  by  H.  B.  Gruenholz  and 
R.  C.  Harriott  of  that  city.  Mr.  Gruenholz  will 
have  charge  of  the  business. 


J  M  Hickey,  Creston,  Iowa,  secured  the  con¬ 
tract  Tor  furnishing  500  tons  of  Smoky  Hollow 
coal  to  the  school  buildings  of  that  city,  the 
price  being  $2.80  per  ton  delivered. 

William  Reins,  a  coal  merchant  of  Stockton, 
Iowa,  is  having  new  scales  inHalled  in  front  ot 
his  place  of  business.  The  offices  will  also  be 
remodelled  and  enlarged.  Mr.  Rems  will  also 
deal  in  lumber. 


The  Boone  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Boone,  Iowa, 
recently  was  awarded  the  contract  for  furnishing 
coal  to  Estherville,  Iowa,  at  $3.70  per  ton.  Last 
year  the  city  paid  $3.40  per  ton,  on  1,700  tons, 
the  amount  required. 

Several  coal  dealers  at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah, 
who  are  located  in  the  vicinity  of  Twenty-fourth 
street  and  Wall  avenue,  will  be  obliged  to  seek 
other  locations,  as  a  freight  depot  is  to  be  built 
on  the  ground  at  this  point. 

Smokeless  coal  is  to  be  used  in  all  the  school 
buildings  at  Racine,  Wis.,  during  the  coming 
winter,  a  fact  which  it  is  claimed  is  regarded 
with  satisfaction  by  residents  in  the  neighbor- 
,hood  of  the  different  buildings. 

E.  T.  Slider,  a  wholesale  coal  merchant  of 
New  Albany,  Ind.,  has  preferred  charges  against 
the  Southern  railroad,  alleging  discrimination  in 
favor  of  the  east  bound  coal  trade  as  against 
the  west  bound  trade  out  of  New  Albany. 


Stuart  A.  Fraser,  who,  for  some  time  has  been 
in  charge  of  the  retail  department  of  Stanley  B. 
Smith  &  Co.,  coal  merchants  at  Detroit,  Mich., 
has  been  selected  by  Alexander  Y.  Malcomson 
as  general  manager  for  all  his  coal  interests  at 
Detroit.  Mr.  Fraser  is  a  well  known  coal  man 


in  Detroit  and  founded  the  retail  department  of 
Stanley  B.  Smith  &  Co.  several  years  ago,  of 
which  he  has  since  had  charge. 

The  Polar  Wave  Ice  &  Fuel  Co.,  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  is  building  a  large  elevator  for  anthracite  in 
that  city.  The  structure  will  be  equipped  with 
screens  and  coal  will  be  delivered  from  the  cars 
through  the  elevator  to  the  respective  bins  de¬ 
signed  to  accommodate  all  the  different  sizes. 

The  office  of  the  Midway  Coal  Co.,  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  was  entered  by  burglars  a  few  nights  ago, 
entrance  being  gained  by  removing  the  lock  on 
the  door  of  the  alley  entrance.  No  money  was 
secured,  but  a  large  number  of  cartridges  were 
taken.  No  clew  has  been  found  as  to  the  identity 
of  the  burglars. 

The  prospect  of  an  invasion  of  natural  gas  for 
fuel  purposes  at  St  .Joseph,  Mo.,  has  had  no 
apparent  effect  unon  the  demand  for  coal  for 
winter  consumption.  Until  the  gas  is  actually 
piped  into  the  city  and  the  cost  is  determined, 
coal  dealers  at  that  point  will  continue  to  do 
the  usual  volume  of  business. 

The  contract  for  furnishing  anthracite  and 
bituminous  coal  to  the  school  buildings  at  Ish- 
peming,  Mich.,  was  divided  and  awarded  to  four 
firms,  all  of  which  quoted  the  same  prices.  The 
companies  to  furnish  the  coal  are  the  Consol¬ 
idated  Fuel  &  Lumber  Co.,  Losselyoung  Bros., 
the  Superior  Lumber  Co.  and  J.  J.  Leffler.  The 
amount  required  is  900  tons. 

The  board  of  public  works  at  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  recently  refused  to  accept  the  bid  of  the 
Bolen-Darnell  Coal  Co.  for  furnishing  coal  to  the 
city  even  though  it  was  the  lowest  bidder,  on  the 
alleged  ground  that  two  of  the  city  officials  were 
interested  in  the  coal  company.  The  matter  is 
being  investigated  and*  the  company  threatens  to 
bring  suit  to  have  its  bid  accepted. 

The  directors  of  the  Home  Supply  Co.,  Ft. 
Wayne,  Ind.,  held  a  meeting  recently  at  which 
the_  manager,  B.  S.  Haswell,  tendered  his  resig¬ 
nation.  The  business  is  in  a  prosperous  condition, 
the  company  now  holding  orders  for  a  large 
tonnage  of  coal.  The  directors  have  charge  of  the 
business  temporarily,  until  a  new  manager  can 
be  secured.  Mr.  Haswell  will  embark  in  other 
business. 

V 

Eastern  Rjetail  ^[otes. 

The  Brooklyn  Union  Coal  Co.,  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y.,  announces  that  half  its  capital  stock  of  $100,- 
000  has  been  paid  in. 

The  coal  teamsters’  strike  at  Lowell,  Mass.,  is 
broken,  and  the  men  have  all  returned  to  work 
except  in  one  or  two  cases  where  the  employers 
will  not  take  them  back. 

The  G.  W.  Bailey  Coal  Co,,  Camden,  N.  J., 
was'  recently  awarded  the  contract  for  furnishing 
5,000  tons  of  coal  to  the  water  plants  at  Pavonia 
and  Morris,  the  price  being  $2.80  a  ton. 

Obadiah  D.  Witherell,  a  well  known  coal  and 
wood  merchant  of  Boston,  Mass.,  died  at  his 
home  in  Brookline,  a  suburb  of  that  city,  a  few 
days  ago.  He  had  been  ill  only  a  short  time. 

The  Taylor-Goodwin  Coal  Co.,  Haverhill, 
Mass.,  was  awarded  the  contract  for  supplying 
coal  to  that  city.  Lackawanna  stove  will  be  fur¬ 
nished  at  $7.46  per  ton  and  broken  coal  at  the 
yard  at  $6.60  per  ton. 

The  scale  committee  of  the  coal  handlers  and 
trimmers  union,  Boston,  Mass.,  held  a  conference 
with  the  employers  regarding  the  wage  scale 
agreement,  and  more  time  was  asked  by  the  lat¬ 
ter,  which  was  granted. 

The  Fidelity  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  Baltimore,  Md., 
it  is  reported,  is  about  to  purchase  a  large  tract 
of  land  in  that  city  which  will  be  used  as  the 
site  for  a  coal  receiving  depot.  The  tract  has 
a  frontage  of  390  feet  on  Jefferson  street  and  a 
depth  of  half  a  block. 

The  Pittsfield  Cooperative  Coal  Co.,  Pittsfield. 
Mass.,  has  been  incorporated  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  $10,000.  The  purpose  of  the  company 
is  to  do  a  retail  business  in  coal.  The  president 
of  the  company  is  Henry  J.  Wagner;  Frank  J. 
Owen  is  treasurer,  and  the  clerk  is  Thos.  N.  En¬ 
right,  all  of  Pittsfield. 


Southern  Retail  Notes. 

The  Mexican  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Mexico  City, 
Mex.,  has  just  opened  a  very  large  retail  yard 
in  that  city.  This  company  produces  the  Las 
Esperanzas  coal. 

The  Water  Front  Coal  Co.,  Norfolk,  Va.,  was 
awarded  the  contract  recently  for  supplying  800 
tons  of  steam  coal  at  $3.15  per  ton  and  furnace 
coal  at  $5.89  per  ton  to  the  school  buildings  of 
that  city. 

The  coal  dealers  of  Paducah,  Ky.,  recently  have 
held  several  meetings  to  discuss  matters  pertain¬ 
ing  to  their  business.  The  last  gathering  of  this 
character  was  held  at  the  offices  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Co.  in  that  city. 

P.  H.  Laffiteau  and  C.  J.  Rowden  of  Chatta¬ 
nooga,  Tenn.,  have  organized  a  copartnership  to 
do  a  retail  coal  business  to  be  known  as  Laffiteau 
&  Rowden.  Mr.  Laffiteau  is  a  well  known  coal 
man  of  Chattanooga  and  Mr.  Rowden  has  been 
engaged  in  another  line  of  retail  business. 

The  Industrial  Realty  Co.  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  re¬ 
cently  purchased  the  property  on  which  the  coal 
yards  of  W.  L.  Randall,  H.  G.  Randall  and  P.  H. 
Randall  are  located.  The  price  paid  was  $24,800. 
The  yards  will  be  retained  on  a  rental  basis  by 
the  former  owners,  who  will  continue  their  retail 
business. 

V 

Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 

The  Dan  Davis  Co.  was  recently  incorporated 
at  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  for  the  purpose  of  mining 
coal.  The  authorized  capital  is  $25,000  and  the 
incorporators  are  Dan  Davis,  Chas.  S.  Davis, 
G.  E.  Davis,  A.  L.  Johnson  and  Paul  N.  Bogart, 
all  of  Terre  Haute. 

The  Mulberry  Hill  Coal  Co.  was  recently  in¬ 
corporated  at  Freeburg,  Ill.,  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  $72,000.  The  incorporators  are  Fred¬ 
erick  Nold,  Edwin  E.  Carter  and  W.  F.  Zerban. 

The  Butte  &  Fergus  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  was 
recently  organized  at  Butte,  Mont.,  with  an  au¬ 
thorized  capital  of  $100,000.  The  incorporators 
are  Elias  Sperling,  M.  J.  Sperling  and  Dan 
Brown. 

The  Browne-Williams  Coal  Co.  was  recently 
incorporated  at  Pleasant  Plains,  Ill.,  with  an 
authorized  capital  of  $100,000,  to  mine  coal.  The 
incorporators  are  T.  J.  Browne  of  Chicago,  R.  H. 
Williams  and  Joseph  Trutter.  The  company  has 
acquired  the  coal  property  of  the  Trutter  Coal 
Co.  at  Pleasant  Plains. 

General  Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Manhattan  Coal  Co.  recently  started  its 
mine  at  East  Peoria,  which  has  been  idle  two 
weeks  owing  to  a  strike. 

The  mines  of  the  Tazewell  Coal  Co.,  Pekin, 
Ill.,  resumed  operations  after  a  shutdown  result¬ 
ing  from  the  recent  strike. 

The  Leyden  mine,  Denver,  Colo.,  will  supply 
the  coal  for  the  capital  in  that  city,  run-of-mine 
to  be  furnished  at  $2.70  per  ton. 

The  Somers  Coal  Co.,  Beaverton,  Mich.,  re¬ 
cently  secured  the  title  to  1,000  acres  of  land  in 
that  vicinity  and  will  shortly  begin  development 
work. 

The  shaft  of  the  Lovington  Coal  Co.,  Lov- 
ington.  Ill.,  is  now  down  to  a  depth  of  160  feet 
and  the  mine  is  about  ready  to  begin  opera¬ 
tions. 

The  Madison  Oil  &  Development  Co.,  which 
has  been  drilling  for  oil  at  Adrian.  Mich.,  re¬ 
cently  struck  a  vein  of  bituminous  coal  at  a 
depth  of  435  feet. 

George  Morris  and  Joseph  Morris  of  Du 
Quoin,  Ill.,  recently  purchased  the  lease  of  the 
Perry  county  colliery  at  that  point  and  will  op¬ 
erate  the  mine  hereafter. 

The  Dawson  Fuel  Co.,  Dawson,  N.  M.,  will 
shortly  spend  thousands  of  dollars  on  one  of 
the  greatest  coal  camps  in  the  southwest.  This 
is  the  name  under  which  the  Phelps-Doefge 
syndicate  of  New  Mexico  is  operating  and  it 
will  produce  its  own  coke  for  use  at  its  plants  at 
Norency  and  Douglas,  Ariz. 


38 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


[August  19 


Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Motes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

The  Cuba  Lunil)er  &  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Havana, 
Cuba,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $100,000. 

The  Erie  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Trenton,  N.  J.,  with  an 
authorized  capital  of  $100,000.  The  incorporators  are  Louis  B.  Daily,  Thos. 
'I'.  Barrett  and  L.  H.  Gunther.  The  company  will  develop  coal  and  iron 
lands. 

The  Zeigler  District  Colliery  Co.  was  incorporated  a  few  days  ago  at 
Portland,  Maine,  the  authorized  capital  being  $250,000.  The  incorporators 
are  all  of  Portland,  being  M.  W.  Baldwin,  president  and  clerk,  and  J.  J, 
Hernan,  treasurer. 

The  Crescent  Coal  Co.,  recently  incorporated  at  Pottsville,  Pa.,  and  com¬ 
posed  largely  of  western  capitalists,  will  shortly  erect  a  colliery  of  1,000  tons 
capacity  in  the  vicinity  of  Tremont,  Pa,,  fifty  acres  of  land  having  been  pur¬ 
chased  for  the  purpose. 

The  Blue  Ridge  Consolidated  Mining  Co.  was  recently  incorporated 
at  Morgantown,  Va..  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $1,000,000.  The  incor¬ 
porators  are  Chas.  Beebe  and  Chas.  W.  Fisher  of  New  York,  N.  Y.,  and 
Leith  Gordon  of  Mjorgantown. 

The  Superior  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  New  York,  N.  Y., 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $3,500,000.  The  incorporators  are  Samuel  B. 
Lawrence,  J.  B.  Summerfield,  Henry  C.  Everdell,  Henry  M.  Haviland  and 
Stephen  A.  McIntyre,  all  of  New  York  city. 

The  Southern  Connellsville  Coke  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Con- 
nellsville.  Pa.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $300,000,  The  directors  are  Wm, 
C,  Magee,  I.  W.  Semans,  Harry  Whyel,  Geo.  Whyel,  S.  J.  Harry,  Thos. 
Morrison,  I.  H.  Brownfield,  John  Husband  and  James  Henderson. 

The  South  Fayette  Coke  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Uniontown, 
Pa.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $100,000.  The  company  will  begin  exten¬ 
sive  development  work  at  once,  building  eighty  coke  ovens  on  the  Allen  Ross 
farm,  near  Uniontown,  which  was  recently  acquired  for  the  purpose.  The 
officers  of  the  new  company  are :  J.  W.  Abraham,  president ;  1.  W.  Semans, 
treasurer,  and  J.  Edgar  Hustead,  secretary.  Other  incorporators  are  Ever- 
hard  Bierer,  Wm.  B.  Beeson  and  George  W.  Semans. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Thouron  Coal  Co.,  Scranton,  Pa,,  will  shortly  build  a  new  washery 
in  the  Heckscherville  Valley,  Pa, 

George  G,  Gans,  Uniontown,  Pa.,  recently  purchased  coal  land  in  West 
Virginia,  near  Cameron,  to  the  value  of  $30,000. 

The  Pennsylvania  railroad,  it  is  reported,  will  handle  100  carloads  of 
anthracite  a  day  from  the  mines  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron 


Co.  by  way  of  Reading,  Pa.,  the  coal  to  be  used  for  distribution  to  points 
west  of  Pittsburg. 

The  Hazleton  Coal  Co.,  Pottsville,  Pa.,  recently  deeded  to  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Coal  Co.  twelve  tracts  of  coal  land  near  that  city. 

The  new  Coxton  coal  yard  being  built  near  Ransom,  Pa.,  for  the  Leh'gh 
Valley  railroad  is  progressing  rapidly  and  is  a  scene  of  great  activity. 

A  syndicate  of  Washington  (Pa.)  business  men  recently  purchased  2,159 
acres  of  coal  land  near  Claysville,  Pa.,  the  consideration  being  about  $75,000. 

John  A.  Turner,  of  Grove  City,  Pa.,  recently  purchased  the  property  of 
the  Evans  City  Coal  Co.,  Evans  City,  Pa.,  comprising  359  acres  of  coal  land. 

Mining  has  been  started  in  the  new  shaft  recently  sunk  by  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Coal  Co.  at  Upper  Pittston,  Pa.  The  coal  is  said  to  be  of  good 
quality. 

The  Delaware  &  Hudson  Coal  Co.,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  is  repairing  its 
long  steel  trestle  at  Seelyville,  Pa.,  preparatory  to  storing  large  quantities  of 
coal  at  that  point. 

The  Wolf  Creek  Coal  Co.,  which  was  organized  a  few  months  ago  at 
St.  Clair,  Pa.,  is  progressing  rapidly  with  its  development  work  and  is  meet¬ 
ing  with  great  success. 

The  Cardiff  Coal  Co.,  Latrobe,  Pa.,  recently  recorded  a  mortgage  on  its 
property  in  favor  of  the  Commercial  Trust  Co.  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.  The 
mortgage  is  for  $125,000. 

The  Carnegie  Coal  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  recently  started  operating  its 
new  mine  at  Oakdale  with  200  men.  This  mine  was  recently  opened  and 
is  equipped  with  electric  haulage. 

The  Plank  Ridge  wa.shery  near  Shenandoah,  Pa.,  recently  closed.  It  is 
believed  to  have  been  ordered  out  of  operation  on  account  of  an  accumula¬ 
tion  of  the  smaller  sizes  of  coal. 

The  coal  trade  in  the  vicinity  of  Ebensburg,  Pa.,  is  dull.  During  the 
last  two  months  the  shipments  of  coal  from  this  district  were  comparatively 
light  due  to  the  absence  of  demand. 

The  two  mines  at  Rush  Run,  of  the  Glenn’s  Run  Coal  Co..  Wheeling, 
W.  Va.,  which  have  been  idle  for  about  six  months,  will  shortly  resume 
operation,  employing  a  large  force  of  men. 

A  fire  occurred  recently  at  Pocahontas,  Va.,  in  a  building  owned  by 
the  Pocahontas  Collieries  Co.  which  had  been  used  for  storing  valuable 
electrical  machinery.  The  loss  is  about  $12,000. 

It  is  claimed  that  this  will  be  the  worst  year  for  accidents  in  Penns}’!- 
vania  of  any  year  in  the  history  of  the  anthracite  field,  three  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  men  already  having  been  killed  s'nce  January  first. 

The  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  of  Pennsylvania  is  interesting 
itself  in  the  miners  and  endeavoring  to  increase  its  membership  among  those 
in  the  different  districts.  The  association  offers  Y.  M.  C.  h.  privileges  to 
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young  men  in  the  anthracite  fields  in  towns  where  it  has  no  branches  and 
where  it  would  be  impossible  to  support  a  local  association  without  outside 
help. 

The  Lacoal  Coal  Co.  of  McKeesport,  Pa.,  recently  secured  options  on 
9,000  acres  of  coal  land  near  Florence,  Pa.,  and  is  having  the  property  sur¬ 
veyed.  The  land  is  valued  at  $75  an  acre,  or  $675,000  for  the  tract. 

The  Senaca  Coal  Co.,  the  Hazleton  Coal  Co.,  the  Connell  Coal  Co.  and 
the  Wyoming  Coal  &  Land  Co.,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  have  all  discontinued  their 
corporate  existence.  The  Lehigh  Valley  railroad  secured  control  of  these 
companies  some  time  ago. 

John  Tonkin,  of  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  recently  purchased  about  1,500  acres 
of  coal  land  near  Wheatcroft,  in  western  Kentucky,  the  consideration  being 
in  the  neighborhood  of  $160,000.  It  is  said  the  purchaser  was  acting  for  the 
North  American  Co.  of  New  York. 

The  new  breaker  of  the  Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  Hazleton,  Pa., 
will  shortly  commence  operation.  An  electric  light  plant  will  be  installed. 
As  soon  as  the  new  structure  is  in  operation  the  old  Honey  Brook  breaker 
will  be  razed  and  a  new  one  built  in  its  place. 

The  Berwind-White  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  recently  pur¬ 
chased  fifty-five  acres  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  East  Hollidaysburg,  Pa.,  the 
consideration  being  approximately  $18,000.  The  tract  was  purchased  as  a 
site  for  a  new  car  plant  which  the  company  will  soon  erect. 

William  R.  Storrs,  formerly  general  coal  agent  of  the  Delaware,  Lack¬ 
awanna  &  Western  railroad  at  Scranton,  Pa.,  died  a  few  days  ago  at  his  home 
in  that  city.  He  was  one  of  the  oldest  railroad  officials  in  the  United  States 
and  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Lackawanna  for  thirty-three  years. 

The  American  Tin  Plate  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  recently  took  an  option  on 
500  acres  of  coal  land  near  Morgantown,  W.  Va.,  and  in  a  few  days  experts 
will  be  sent  to  the  field  to  ascertain  the  quality  of  the  coal.  It  is  probable 
that  active  development  work  will  be  commenced  witbin  a  short  time. 

The  miners  of  the  Black  Creek  district  of  Pennsylvania,  who  have  been 
on  strike  for  some  time,  have  returned  to  work,  the  strike  having  been  set¬ 
tled  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  both  McTurk  &  Co.,  the  operators,  and  to 
the  miners.  The  trouble  arose  over  a  disagreement  as  to  wages  paid  the 
miners. 

A  wreck  occurred  a  few  days  ago  at  the  coal  storage  yards  of  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  near  Schuylkill  Haven,  Pa.  The  yard 
engine  was  shifting  cars  on  the  track  and  hit  two  empties,  which  ran  down 
an  embankment.  The  steam  chest  of  the  engine  and  the  two  cars  were 
demolished. 

The  output  of  the  Dominion  Coal  Co.  for  the  month  of  July  was  329,164 
tons,  an  increase  of  69.809  tons  over  the  same  month  last  year.  Shipments 
amounted  to  343,198  tons  and  the  total  output  since  January  first  has  been 
1,696,439  tons,  a  slight  decrease  from  the  figures  for  the  same  period  last 
year,  which  were  1,765,136  tons. 

The  Ohio  Coal  &  Sewer  Pipe  Co.,  which  was  incorporated  under  the 
laws  of  the  state  of  Maine,  with  operations  in  Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  has 
applied  for  the_  listing  of  $150,000  bonds  on  the  Pittsburg  Stock  Exchange. 
O.  W.  Diehl  is  president;  A.  P.  Howard,  vice-president;  J.  W.  Turner, 
treasurer,  and  F.  L.  Head,  secretary. 

Miners  in  the  central  Pennsylvania  district  are  involved  in  a  strike 
which,  it  is  believed,  will  probably  be  the  most  desperate  one  ever  known 
in  that  field.  After  a  fifteen  months’  strike  at  Morris  Run  the  company 
agreed  to  pay  the  miners  eighty-one  cents  per  ton  and  to  recognize  the  union. 
After  running  thirty  days  under  this  agreement,  it  is  claimed  the  operators 
posted  notices  to  the  effect  that  it  could  not  make  any  money  at  this  rate 
and  the  agreement  was,  therefore,  void.  The  miners  immediately  struck  and 
it  looks  now  as  if  it  would  be  a  fight  to  a  finish. 


Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes, 

New  Southern  Enterprises. 

The  Columbia  Coal  Co.,  Bosworth,  Bell  County,  Kentucky,  was  recently 
incorporated  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $20,000. 

The  Gravlee-Lint  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Jasper,  Miss. 
Thi.s  company  has  been  operating  for  some  time  and  previously  was  known 
as  the  Golden  Rule  Coal  Co. 

The  Dierks  Lumber  &  Coal  Co.  recently  registered  at  Little  Rock,  Ark., 
naming  Herbert  Dierks  as  agent  for  the  company  in  that  state  and  the 
principal  place  of  business  as  DeQueen.  This  company  was  incorporated  in 
Nebraska. 

General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  is  sinking  an  air  shaft 
at  its  No.  4  mine  at  Hartford,  Ark. 

It  is  stated  that  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  have  organized 
quite  extensively  in  the  Coal  Creek  and  Briceville  fields  in  Tennessee,  but 
the  operators  in  that  district  do  not  seem  inclined  to  recognize  the  union. 

The  new  coal  mining  plant  at  Robards,  Ky.,  is  almost  completed,  and  it 
is  expected  that  the  mine  will  be  in  operation  within  a  short  time.  The  plant 
is  owned  by  M.  V.  Denton,  of  Robards,  and  David  Banks  and  O.  W.  Rash, 
of  Louisville. 

A  new  railroad  line  to  be  known  as  the  South  &  Western  railroad  is  to 
be  built  from  the  Virginia  coal  fields  to  the  sea  coast.  It  is  estimated  that 
the  construction  of  the  road  will  require  an  expenditure  of  from  $15,000,000 
to  $20,000,000. 

The  Greenough  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Pikesville,  Ky.,  recently  leased  a 
large  tract  of  coal  land  in  Pike  county  from  the  Big  Sandy  Co.,  Pikesville, 
Ky.,  and  the  most  modern  mining  machinery  will  be  placed  in  a  new  oper¬ 
ation  which  will  be  opened  at  that  point. 

Coal  has  been  found  in  Idaho,  near  St.  Anthony,  which  is  said  to  be 
the  best  coking  coal  found  west  of  Pennsylvania,  carrying  ninety-five  per 
cent  of  carbon.  It  is  said  to  be  a  very  hard  bituminous,  and  there  are  a 
number  of  veins,  one  of  which  is  ten  feet  thick. 

Railroads  of  Tennessee  are  already  taking  steps  to  prevent  a  shortage 
of  coal  cars  this  coming  winter.  They  have  ordered  200,000  box  cars  for  an 
emergency,  which  are  rapidly  being  completed  and  will  be  on  the  rails  of 
the  roads  which  own  them  by  the  time  they  are  needed. 

It  is  reported  that  the  coal  business  south  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  is  more 
or  less  demoralized  by  the  epidemic  of  yellow  fever  at  New  Orleans,  La., 
the  quarantine  regulations  and  the  fear  of  the  disease  spreading  north  of 
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that  city.  The  authorities  at  New  Orleans,  however,  assert  that  they  are 
getting  the  fever  under  control,  so  it  is  hoped  the  demoralizing  effect  upon 
the  coal  trade  will  be  of  short  duration. 

Stephen  Booth  Ferguson,  a  prominent  citizen  apd  well  known  coal  mer¬ 
chant  of  Lynchburg,  Va.,  died  a  few  days  ago  at  his  home  in  that  city  from 
heart  failure.  The  deceased  was  interested  in  several  large  coal  companies 
at  the  time  of  his  death  and  was  sixty-nine  years  of  age. 

No  wage  scale  was  reported  to  the  convention  of  United  Mine  Workers 
at  Knoxville,  Tcnn.,  at  the  recent  joint  conference  held  in  that  city.  Other 
subjects  were  thoroughly  discussed,  but  the  wage  scale  was  not  considered. 
A  special  conference  will  be  held  to  consider  the  wage  scale. 

V 

Literary  Notes. 

Tlie  September  Century  will  be  a  fiction  number,  “Miss  Gladwin’s  Choice,”  a  long 
story  (conii)lctc)  by  Anthony  Hope,  leading  in  interest.  There  will  be  other  stories 
by  Elizabeth  Herrick,  Lawrence  Mott,  Edwin  L.  Sabin,  Oscar  King  Davis,  Seumas  Mac- 
Manus,  Harvey  .T.  O’lliggins,  Gouverncur  Morris,  Elizabeth  Cherry  Waltz,  and  Elizabeth 
Robins,  author  of  “The  Magnetic  North.” 


The  Lovilia  Block  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Albia,  Iowa,  has  completed  its 
shaft  and  has  opened  a  six  foot  vein  of  coal. 


COAL  TESTS 

B.  T.  U.’s  determined  with  the  BOMB  CALORIMETER. 
The  only  Bomb  Calorimeter  in  New  York  City  available 
for  Commercial  work. 

Also  PROXIMATE  and  ULTIMATE  Analyses  ot  Coal. 

WALLER  RENAUD, 

Chemists  and  Assayers 

Schedule  of  Charges  Mailed  on  Request.  159  FRONT  ST.,  NEW  YORK 
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Standard  Grade,  3 [Cents 
Crucible  Grade,  Cents 
Extra  Tool,  4  Cents 
All  Strictly  Guaranteed 


BEST  RAIL  BENDER  AND  LOWEST  PRICE 

For  12  lb.  Rail,  $9.00;  20  lb.,  $10.00;  25  lb.,  $13.50;  50  lb.,  $20.00 


U.  S.  TOOL  CO. 


Coal  Drills,  Tools 
BOX  377 
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General  Review  of  tKe  Markets. 


The  anthracite  situation  remains  unchanged  and  prevailing  mar¬ 
ket  conditions  will  })robahly  remain  the  same  for  another  while  at 
least.  The  business  usual  at  this  season  is  moving  forward  hut  no 
decided  improvement  in  the  amount  of  tonnage  is  noticeable.  The 
comparatively  small  amount  of  coal  that  has  been  stocked  this  summer 
leads  every  one  to  believe  that  a  heavy  fall  business  should  start  within 
the  next  few  weeks.  The  present  dull  condition  in  the  trade  is  seem¬ 
ingly  accentuated  by  the  general  lethargy  which  prevails  with  each 
individual  interest,  and  the  fact  is  developed  by  comparison  with 
former  years.  The  month  of  July  with  most  interests  showed  larger 
shipments  this  year  than  for  the  corresponding  period  in  many  years 
past  and  this  is  also  true  of  August  up  to  the  middle  of  the  month 
with  every  indication  of  the  production  keeping  up  to  this  notch 
during  the  last  half  of  the  month.  Barges  are  loaded  with  coal  on  the 
arrival  of  coal  at  tidewater  ports  for  which  there  may  he  no  orders  on 
liand,  yet  when  offered  to  possible  buyers  it  is  usually  accepted  when 
storage  room  is  available,  thus  a  large  percentage  of  coal  that  was 
intended  for  storage  is  absorbed  in  the  open  market.  There  is  also 
some  business  developing  with  that  portion  of  the  trade  that  always 
takes  advantage  of  the  last  ten  cent  discount. 

Atlantic  Seaboard  Bituminous  Trade  Improves. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade  shows  some  improvement 
and  better  things  are  looked  for  from  this  branch  of  the  trade  in  the 
near  future.  The  tonnage  of  Pennsylvania  shippers  is  thought  to  be 
more  fully  contracted  for  than  a  year  ago  and  southern  coals  are  in 
good  demand  at  this  time. 

Transportation  on  all  roads  is  somewhat  affected  and  with  heavy 
crops  beginning  to  move  causing  a  heavy  demand  on  equipment  some¬ 
what  of  a  stringency  in  the  supply  of  cars  may  be  expected  later 
wlien  a  heavy  tonnage  begins  to  move.  The  general  trend  of  the 
trade  shows  that  better  things  are  expected  from  now  on  and 
a  more  hopeful  condition  of  affairs  is  apparent  everywhere. 
Consumers  are  trying  to  take  advantage  of  the  low  ocean  freight 
rates  which  prevail  at  present  and  most  of  the  vessels  have  been  con¬ 
tracted  for,  leaving  a  bare  vessel  market.  Daily  arrivals  are  noted, 
however,  at  the  different  ports  which  may  permit  of  the  desired  char¬ 
ters-  being  made.  The  low  freights  that  have  prevailed  during  the 
summer  leave  no  margin  of  profit  for  the  vessel  men,  and  some  vessels 
have  sailed  light  rather  than  accept  the  low  figures  offered,  contend¬ 
ing  that  they  would  save  money  by  acting  in  this  manner.  With  these 
facts  at  hand  it  seems  that  an  advance  in  freights  may  be  expected 
most  any  time.  The  trade  in  the  far  cast  continues  to  receive  fair  ton¬ 
nage,  yet  consumers  are  dilatory  in  placing  orders  except  to  shoal 
water  and  out  of  the  way  ports. 

Advices  from  St.  Louis  state  that  the  trade  is  in  bad  shape  at 
that  point  from  a  price  standpoint  and  run-of-mine  has  been  selling 
around  eighty  cents.  It  is  hard  to  see  where  the  operator  can  expect 
to  make  both  ends  meet  when  coal  is  selling  at  this  ridiculously  low 
figure.  The  quarantine  has  been  very  stringently  enforced  in  the 
south  and  this  has  tied  up  about  3,000  cars  belonging  to  the  Illinois 
Central  railroad  and  the  result  is  that  quite  a  few  of  the  mines  along 
that  road  have  been  shut  down  owing  to  a  lack  of  cars.  About  fourteen 
per  cent  of  the  coal  arriving  at  St.  Louis  comes  in  over  this  road, 
yet  the  price  has  not  been  affected  by  the  car  shortage,  which  shows 
how  bad  the  market  really  is  at  that  point. 

Car  Shortage  In  West  Virginia. 

In  the  West  Virginia  fields  the  extraordinary  shortage  of  cars 
on  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad  in  the  Kanawha  and  New  Liver 
districts  and  on  the  Norfolk  &  Western  railroad  in  the  Pocahontas 
district  continues  to  be  the  ruling  feature.  It  is  reported  that  a  great 
many  of  the  operators  in  those  fields  producing  smokeless  coal  will 
declare  cancelled  all  orders  that  remain  unfilled  on  August  thirty-first 
They  take  the  ground  that  by  that  time  they  will  have  exhausted  every 
means  in  their  power  to  fill  all  orders,  and  that  business  not  completed 
at  that  time  will  be  called  impossible  of  fulfillment  owing  to  the  short¬ 
age  of  car  supply  and  other  causes  beyond  tbe  control  of  the  selling 


cojiipanies.  This  will  work  a  hardsliip  on  a  great  many  dealers  but 
it  will  prove  the  wisdom  of  ordering  earlier  in  the  season.  This  wait¬ 
ing  till  the  last  minute  before  placing  orders  sometimes  proves  (*.\- 
])ensive  and  this  instance  will  teach  the  stragglers  a  lesson  that  will 
probably  be  remembered  next  summer.  There  is  at  present  no  ruling 
market  price  on  New  Liver  and  Pocahontas  lumj)  and  egg  coal.  No 
one  has  any  of  this  coal  to  sell  for  even  reasonahly  prompt  delivery 
and  for  that  reason  quotations  are  practically  only  nominal.  'I’wo 
dollars  per  ton  at  the  mines  is  the  figure  generally  quoted,  d’he  ques¬ 
tion  arises:  What  will  be  the  price  of  smokeless  coal  to  the  dealer 
who  has  had  his  order  in  for  a  considerable  tonnage  at  the  minimum 
l)rice,  but  who  has  not  been  given  nearly  all  the  coal  his  order  calls 
for  ?  With  most  all  the  selling  companies  sales  were  made  all  summer 
at  $1.50  per  ton  with  the  distinct  understanding  that  deliveries  at 
this  price  would  not  be  made  after  September  first.  It  seems  as  if  the 
dealer  will  be  the  loser  on  this  proposition  as  he  will  be  compelled  to 
pay  the  market  price  for  his  coal  after  Se])tember  first  from  present 
indications.  The  dealer  who  has  gone  ahead  making  contracts  rely- 
ing  on  getting  his  coal  at  the  cheap  summer  price  will  be  confronted 
by  a  knotty  problem  and  he  can’t  blame  himself  nor  the  operator,  and 
the  railroad  that  is  to  blame  for  all  the  trouble  can  not  be  reached. 
Other  grades  of  West  Virginia  coals  are  improving  steadily  and  every 
indication  points  to  a  busy  time  from  now  on  in  the  filling  of  orders. 
The  minimum  price  of  standard  splint  lump  is  now  $1.35  per  ton 
at  the  mines  and  some  operators  are  securing  an  additional  five  cents 
a  ton.  The  demand  for  steam  coal  is  good  and  there  has  been  a  small 
increase  in  the  price  on  run-of-mine,  nut  and  slack.  The  car  supply 
this  week  is  even  worse  than  it  was  last  week.  The  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
railroad  officials  state  that  the  railroad  company’s  inability  to  give 
better  service  is  that  its  cars  are  badly  scattered  in  the  long  hauls 
to  the  lakes  and  seaboard  but  the  chief  reason  for  the  shortage  is  that 
the  railroads  do  not  possess  the  cars.  The  car  supply  in  the  Kenova 
district  of  the  Norfolk  &  Western  and  on  the  Louisville  &  Nashville 
is  in  satisfactory  shape  and  operators  in  those  fields  are  not  complain¬ 
ing. 

New  Dock  Prices. 


1  he  new  dock  prices,  which  follow  herewith,  show  an  advance 
of  15  cents  per  ton  on  practically  all  kijids  of  screened  and  pile 
coal:  F.  o.  B.  Docks, 

Western  Lake  Michigan 


Pittsburg  and  Youghiogheny  lump 
Pittsburg  and  Youghiogheny  luni]) 
Pittsburg  and  L^oughiogheny  nut.  . 
Pittsburg  and  Youghiogheny  nut.. 

Youghiogheny  screenings  . 

A  Vest  Virginia  lumj)  . 

West  V^irginia  lump  . 

West  Virginia  nut . 

West  Virginia  nut . 

West  Virginia  screenings  . 

Kellys  Creek  s])lint . 

Smithers  Creek  splint . 

Hocking  lump  . 

Hocking  lump  . 

Hocking  screenings  . 

Smithina  . 

Smithing  . 

Pocahontas  . 

Pocahontas  lump  . 

Pocahontas  egg  . 

Pocahontas  nut  . 

Kentucky  cannel  . 


and  Superior' Ports. 


(Senened) 
(Pile  run) 
( Screened ) 
(Pile  i-un) 


( Screened) 
(Pile  run) 
(Screened) 
(Pile  run) 


.  .  .  (Screened) 
(Hand  pick('d) 
.  . . .  ( Screened ) 
.  .  ..(Pile  run) 


.  .  .  .(Bulk) 
. .  .  (Sacks) 
(IMine  run) 
.  ( Screened ) 
.  ( Screened ) 
.  ( Screened ) 


$3.15  per  ton 

2  85  jH'r  ton 
3.15  per  ton 
2.80  per  ton 
2.35  j)er  ton 
3.15  per  ton. 
2.85  per  ton 
3.15  per  ton 
2.80  j)er  ton 
2.35  ])er  ton 
3.30  per  ton 
3.10  jier  ton 

3.15  })er  ton 
2.85  ])er  ton 
2.00  per  ton 

1.15  per  ton 
(5.15  per  fmi 

3  20  per  ton 
■1.7  5  ])er  ton 
1.75  per  ton 
•1.75  fx  r  ton 
(5.00  per  (on 


At  an  advance  of  25c  per  ton  over  abo\('  prices,  witli  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  seixamings  on  which  ahovc*  pihccs  \\ill  rule,  contracts  will 
he  made  (for  sham  \is(‘  only)  for  delivery  to  Alarch  31.  1006. 
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Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  West 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Chicago,  III.,  August  24. 

September  first  has  always  been  looked  upon 
as  the  turning  point  of  the  year  in  the  coal  trade 
and  if  ever  this  turning  point  was  patiently  waited 
for  it  has  been  this  year.  The  past  summer  proved 
itself  to  be  the  most  disastrous  year  the  western 
operator  has  experienced  in  a  dozen  years,  with 
prices  below  the  cost  of  production  most  of  the 
time  since  last  spring.  During  the  spring  and 
summer  months  business  is  generally  on  a  weak 
basis  but  no  one  expected  that  prices  would  drop 
to  their  present  low  point  and  stick  there  so 
tenaciously.  So  the  advent  of  the  turning  point 
in  the  market  is  greeted  with  glad  acclaim  and 
it  is  hoped  that  the  tradition  of  the  trade  as  to 
the  date  of  the  turning  point  of  the  market  will 
be  correct  this  year  as  it  has  been  in  the  past. 
Some  market  observers  of  a  pessimistic  turn  of 
mind  think  that  the  rush  of  fall  business  and  ad¬ 
vancing  prices  will  be  later  than  ever  this  year, 
but  we  think  not,  and  every  indication  points  to 
a  picking  up  of  all  branches  of  the  trade  after  the 
first  of  the  month.  The  worst  feature  of  the  sit¬ 
uation  has  been  the  overproduction  of  bituminous 
coals  in  territory  supplying  the  Chicago  market. 
Operators  with  no  ideas  where  they  were  going 
to  dispose  of  their  tonnage  mined  every  pound 
of  coal  that  cars  could  be  obtained  for  and  the 
result  was  a  continuous  stream  of  demurrage  coal 
flowing  into  the  bins  of  shrewd  buyers  who 
gauged  the  situation  correctly.  With  few  excep¬ 
tions  the  shortage  of  cars  has  proven  a  godsend 
to  this  market  as  it  is  hard  to  figure  out  what 
would  have  become  of  the  coal  if  the  operators 
received  all  the  cars  they  demanded.  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  smokeless  coals  were  the  only  coals  that 
were  affected  adversely  by  the  car  shortage  and 
it  is  a  fact  that  these  coals  were  one  of  the  few 
grades  that  has  brought  a  profitable  figure  in 
this  market  for  the  past  ninety  days. 

Advance  In  Dock  I’rlces. 

The  new  dock  prices,  which  are  practically  an 
advance  all  around  of  fifteen  cents  per  ton,  have 
been  issued  and  Pittsburg  and  Youghiogheny 
screened  lump  is  quoted  at  $3.15  per  ton  f.  o.  b. 
docks.  Pile  run  is  quoted  at  $2.85.  Screened 
nut  is  quoted  at  $3.15  and  pile  run  nut  at  $2.80. 
Youghiogheny  screenings  at  $2.35.  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  screened  lump  and  nut,  $3.15,  pile  run  lump 
$2.85  and  pile  run  nut  $2.80.  Screenings  are 


quoted  at  $2.35.  Kelly’s  Creek  splint  screened, 
$3.30,  and  Smithers  Creek  splint,  hand  picked, 
$3.40.  Hocking  screened  lump,  $3.15,  pile  run 
$2.85,  and  screenings  $2.00.  Smithing  in  bulk 
$4.15,  sacks  $0.15.  Pocahontas  mine-run  $3.20, 
screened  lump,  egg  and  nut,  $4.75.  Kentucky 
canncl  $6.  At  an  advance  of  twenty-five  cents  per 
ton  over  above  prices  contracts  will  be  made 
( for  steam  use  only)  for  delivery  to  March 
thirty-first,  1906,  with  the  exception  of  screen¬ 
ings,  on  which  above  prices  will  prevail. 

Car  Sliortage  In  Smokeless  Fields. 

The  continued  shortage  of  cars  in  the  West 
Virginia  smokeless  fields  has  prevented  the  arrival 
of  any  great  amount  of  that  coal  in  this  market 
and  prices  continue  very  firm.  No  more  busi¬ 
ness  is  being  accepted  at  the  so-called  summer 
prices  and  any  orders  that  are  booked  are  at  the 
September  circular.  Some  of  the  local  trade 
are  wondering  where  they  are  at  if  the  operators 
refuse  to  fill  their  orders  which  were  placed  some 
time  ago  but  owing  to  car  shortage  the  operators 
have  been  unable  to  ship  the  coal  which  was 
to  have  been  delivered  before  September  first. 
Dealers  who  have  gone  ahead  and  made  contracts 
figuring  on  summer  prices  will  find  themselves 
out  of  pocket  if  the  operators  do  not  change  their 
position.  The  operators  claim,  and  rightly  so, 
that  they  did  everything  in  their  power  to  deliver 
the  coal  ordered  by  August  thirty-first,  but  as 
the  railroads  are  to  blame  and  not  themselves, 
they  could  hardly  be  expected  to  ship  their  prod¬ 
uct  after  September  first  at  the  old  figures.  Nearly 
all  the  summer  business  accepted  by  the  operators 
states  specifically  that  the  coal  must  be  taken  in 
by  September  first.  The  car  situation  has  been  as 
bad  as  ever  this  week  and  seems  to  be  growing 
worse  instead  of  better.  Operators  are  complain¬ 
ing  bitterly  to  the  officials  of  the  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  and  Norfolk  &  Western  railroad  officials 
without  avail.  Lack  of  equipment  and  lack  of 
control  of  the  equipment  they  have  seems  to  be  the 
chief  cause  of  the  trouble.  This  is  no  new  state 
of  affairs  recurring  year  after  year,  but  this  year 
it  is  more  acute  than  ever  and  it  does  seem  as  if 
there  must  be  some  remedy.  Prices  have  been 
very  strong  on  all  kinds  of  smokeless  coals  and 
prices  seem  to  range  between  $1.85  and  $2.00  f.  o.  b. 
mines  or  $3.90  and  $4.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  for  the 
prepared  sizes. 

Splint  coals  are  firm  and  are  held  around  $1.25 


and  $1.35  f.  o.  b.  mines  for  Kanawha  and  Kelly’s 
Creek  one  and  one-half  inch  lump. 

The  demand  for  anthracite  has  increased  some¬ 
what  during  the  past  week,  and  this  is  prob¬ 
ably  due  to  the  bargain  hunting  dealer  who  de¬ 
sires  to  secure  the  benefit  of  the  last  ten  cent 
discount.  Independent  anthracite  continues  to 
be  a  disturbing  feature  in  the  market  and  a 
large  tonnage  seems  to  be  arriving  all  the  time. 
.\s  this  coal  is  generally  offered  at  a  concession 
from  the  regular  circular  price  it  makes  the  lot 
of  the  regular  sales  agents  anything  but  pleas¬ 
ant.  A  large  percentage  of  this  independent 
anthracite  is  not  up  to  standard,  either  as  to 
preparation  or  quality,  but  it  is  hard  coal,  and 
when  the  dealer  hears  of  the  price  at  which  this 
coal  is  being  bought  it  makes  him  wary  about 
placing  an  order  for  any  more  coal  than  he 
actually  needs  at  this  time.  It  is  hoped  that  when 
the  fall  rush  for  coal  in  the  east  begins  it  will 
take  most  of  this  tonnage  from  the  Chicago  mar¬ 
ket,  as  that  is  the  natural  distributing  territory 
for  this  coal. 

Carterviile  coal  continues  weak  and  the  mar¬ 
ket  can  not  take  all  that  is  being  shipped  in, 
with  the  result  that  demurrage  coal  can  nearly 
always  be  had  at  a  concession,  which  amounts 
to  a  sacrifice  of  the  coal.  Lump  coal  to  points 
in  the  country  is  quoted  at  $1.15@1.25  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines  and  egg  coal  about  fifteen  cents  less 
than  the  lump  figures.  Screenings  are  practically 
a  drug  on  the  market  and  one  shipper  was  of¬ 
fering  twenty-five  cars  the  early  part  of  the 
week  for  35c  f.  o.  b.  the  mines. 

Sullivan  county  coals  are  in  fair  demand  in 
the  country  and  domestic  lump  is  held  pretty 
close  to  $1.35@1.50  f.  o.  b.  mines.  Egg  coal  is 
in  greater  supply  and  the  demand  being  far  from 
urgent,  the  shipper  is  glad  to  get  within  15@25c 
per  ton  less  than  lump  figures. 

Springfield  coal  continues  weak,  especially  for 
the  steam  sizes.  Screenings  have  been  selling 
around  25@35c  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  and  inch  and  a 
quarter  coal  holds  pretty  close  to  $1.05@1.15 
f.  o.  b.  mines.  Lump  coal  is  quoted  around 
$1.20@1.35  f.  o.  b.  mines,  but  demurrage  coal 
has  been  plentiful  and  has  been  sold  as  low  as 
$1.10. 

Coke  remains  unchanged  and  standard  seventy- 
two-hour  Connellsville  is  quoted  at  ^.90@5.15 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Gas-house  coke  remains  steady 
around  $3.60  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Pocahontas  is 
quoted  at  $4.85@5.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 


Market  Conditions  and  Trade  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 
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The  very  satisfactory  condition  that  has  char¬ 
acterized  the  Cincinnati  coal  market  for  the  past 
several  weeks  is  still  present,  the  only  bad  feature 
of  the  market  being  the  continued  extraordinary 
shortage  of  cars  on  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  rail¬ 
road  both  in  the  Kanawha  and  New  River  dis¬ 
tricts,  and  on  the  Norfolk  &  Western  railroad 
in  the  Pocahontas  district.  The  general  market 
conditions  are  constantly  improving,  and  prices 
are  gradually  advancing. 

A  statement  that  will  come  as  a  great  jolt  to 
a  great  many  dealers  was  made  here  this  week 
by  almost  all  the  producers  and  shippers  of  smoke¬ 
less  coal,  and  is  that  all  unfilled  orders  for  smoke¬ 
less  coal  on  August  thirty-first  will  be  cancelled 
by  the  producing  and  shipping  companies.  This 
means  that  these  people  will  take  the  ground  that 
by  that  time  they  will  have  exhausted  every  means 
at  their  command  to  fill  all  orders,  and  th^t  business 
not  completed  at  that  time  will  be  called  impossi¬ 
ble  of  fulfillment  because  of  shortage  of  car  sup¬ 
ply  and  other  causes  beyond  the  control  of  the 
selling  companies.  This  will  doubtless  work  a 
hardship  on  a  considerable  number  of  large  and 
small  dealers  throughout  this  territory ;  but  it 
will  certainly  teach  the  greater  number  of  dealers 
to  order  their  coal  earlier  next  time,  and  not  to 
wait  until  everybody  wants  coal  at  the  same  time. 


There  is  at  present  no  market  price  on  Po¬ 
cahontas  and  New  River  lump  and  egg  coal.  No 
one  has  any  of  these  grades  to  sell  for  even 
reasonably  prompt  delivery,  and  for  that  reason 
quotations  are  practically  only  nominal.  The 
common  quotation  is  $2.00  a  ton  at  the  mines. 
The  question  has  already  arisen :  What  will  be 
the  price  of  smokeless  coal  to  a  dealer  who  now 
has  his  order  in  for  a  round  lot  of  coal  at  the 
minimum  price,  but  who  has  not  been  given  nearly 
all  the  coal  he  has  ordered?  With  almost  all 
the  selling  companies,  sales  were  made  all  sum¬ 
mer  at  the  low  price  of  $1.50  with  the  distinct 
understanding  that  deliveries  at  this  price  would 
not  be  made  after  September  first.  Therefore, 
any  dealer  who  has  not  received  all  the  cheap 
smokeless  coal  he  bought,  whether  it  was  his  fault 
in  deferring  shipments  or  not,  will  find  himself 
holding  the  bag,  for  the  reason  given  before, 
namely,  that  the  shippers  have  made  every  ef¬ 
fort  to  fill  their  orders,  and  that  causes  beyond 
their  control  have  prevented  them.  Therefore, 
the  dealer  with  unfilled  orders  will  have  to  pay 
the  market  price  for  all  coal  for  subsequent 
deliveries.  This  will  be  an  innovation  in  this 
market  that  will  be  watched  with  unusual  in¬ 
terest. 

The  market  for  all  grades  of  coal  other  than 
smokeless  is  better  this  week  than  it  has  been 
before  this  season,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  conditions  will  continue  to  improve  right 


along  until  after  the  worst  of  the  winter  is  past. 
With  the  exception  of  the  output  of  one  or  two 
mines,  the  minimum  price  of  splint  lump  coal  bf 
standard  quality  is  now  $1.35  a  ton  at  the  mines. 
.4.S  noted  last  week,  a  number  of  producers  are 
getting  $1.40  at  the  mines,  and  a  few  even  better 
prices.  The  demand  for  steam  coal,  both  run-of- 
mine  and  nut  and  slack  is  quite  good,  and  there 
has  been  a  further  slight  increase  in  price  of 
both  these  commodities.  Run-of-mine  is  worth 
a  minimum  of  eighty-five  cents  and  nut  and  slack- 
sixty  cents  at  the  mines. 

The  car  supply  for  the  current  week  is  even 
worse  than  it  was  last  week.  In  fact,  it  is  un¬ 
precedented  for  this  season  of  the  year.  An  anal¬ 
ysis  of  the  situation  on  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
railroad  shows  that  one  reason  for  the  rdlroad 
company’s  inability  to  give  better  ser\-ice  is  that 
its  cars  are  badly  scattered  in  the  long  hauls  to 
the  lakes  and  seaboard ;  but  the  greater  reason 
for  shortage  is  that  the  railroad  has  not  got  the 
cars.  A  gentleman  who  knows  the  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  road  perfectly,  in  speaking  of  the  matter, 
explains  the  situation  as  follows;  Every  time 
the  railroad  puts  on  a  new  lot  of  cars,  it  lays 
off  a  number  of  worn-out  cars,  and  as  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  new  coal  mines  along  the  line  of  the 
road  has  been  going  on  at  a  most  rapid  pace,  the 
railroad  has  not  bought  nearly  new  cars  enough 
to  take  care  of  the  increased  business.  At  the 
present  rate  the  road  is  adding  new  equipment. 
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it  is  said  that  it  will  take  it  over  two  years  to 
catch  up  with  the  new  development,  even  if 
there  are  no  more  new  mines  opened  up  on  the 
road. 

The  car  supply  on  the  Louisville  &  Nashville 
railroad  and  on  the  Kenova  district  of  the  Nor¬ 
folk  &  Western  railroad  has  been  comparatively 
satisfactory  during  the  week;  but  shippers  who 
depend  upon  Pocahontas  coal  coming  this  di¬ 
rection  have  been  getting  the  worst  of  it  all 
week. 

The  retail  trade  of  the  city  is  good.  A  number 
of  the  big  concerns  are  buying  horses  in  rather 
large  quantities  in  order  to  more  expeditiously 
handle  their  increasing  business.  No  further 
changes  have  been  made  in  prices,  but  there  is 
no  reason  to  change  the  predictions  made  in 
this  report  previously,  that  there  are  likely  to 
be  several  advances  September  first.  The  ordi¬ 
nary  grades  of  lump  coal  are  worth  $3.25  a  ton 
delivered  to  families,  and  smokeless  lump  and 
egg  are  commanding  $3.75  and  $4.00,  the  mini¬ 
mum  price  being  the  official  quotation.  Gas  coke 
is  worth  9@10c  a  bushel,  and  steam  coal  ranges 
from  $1.75  for  the  cheapest  nut  and  slack  to 
$2.50  a  ton  for  smokeless  run-of-mine. 

The  coke  market  is  about  the  same  as  it  has 
been  for  two  or  three  weeks.  There  is  a  fair 
demand  for  spot  furnace  coke  at  $2.00  to  $2.25, 
and  foundry  at  $2.25  and  $2.50. 

Cincinnati  News  Notes  and  Personals. 

W.  B.  Saunders,  the  Virginia  anthracite  man, 
is  in  Chicago. 

William  Clauss,  president  of  the  Cincinnati  Gas 
Coke,  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  returned  Monday  from 
a  very  successful  business  trip  to  St.  Louis  and 
Chicago. 

Calder  &  Johnson,  the  selling  agents,  are 
branching  out,  having  recently  established  an  office 
in  Hamilton,  Ohio,  which  is  in  charge  of  Paul 
C.  Mansfield. 

E.  P.  Merrill,  superintendent  of  the  United 
States  Coal  &  Oil  Co.’s  immense  mines  at  Hol¬ 
den,  W.  Va.,  on  Island  Creek,  went  to  Cleveland 
Wednesday,  accompanied  by  J.  C.  Beebe,  of  Hunt¬ 
ington. 

Mace  Agnew,  well  known  as  a  coal  man  and 
former  steamboat  captain,  died  last  week  in 
Florida  after  a  lingering  illness.  His  remains 
were  interred  here  Sunday  and  his  funeral  was 
largely  attended  by  coal  men. 

H.  Russell  Yaryan,  manager  of  the  soft  coal 
department  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  Railroad  Co.,  with  headquarters  at  Chi¬ 
cago,  spent  a  day  or  two  here  this  week  and 
called  on  a  number  of  the  coal  men. 

The  board  of  public  safety  of  the  city  of  Cin¬ 
cinnati  will  receive  sealed  bids  up  to  10  a.  m. 
Monday,  September  4,  for  furnishing  and  deliv¬ 
ering  500  tons  of  Youghiogheny  lump  , coal  to  the 
police  department  during  the  year. 

H.  R.  Mather,  manager  of  the  Cincinnati  office 
of  Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  returned  a  day  or 
two  ago  from  Atlantic  City,  where  he  spent  his 
vacation,  and  was  at  once  called  to  the  mines  in 
the  Pocahontas  district  to  consult  with  a  num¬ 
ber  of  the  officials  of  his  company. 

William  H.  Crump,  master  of  transportation  of 
the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  with  headquarters  at  Pittsburg,  was  a  Cin¬ 
cinnati  business  visitor  during  the  week.  He  was 
looking  after  a  number  of  his  company’s  big  tow¬ 
boats  that  are  in  this  end  of  the  river. 

William  A.  Stone,  president  and  general  man¬ 
ager  of  the  newly  organized  William  A.  Stone 
Coal  Co.,  returned  a  day  or  two  ago  from  Cleve¬ 
land,  where  he  secured  a  contract  to  supply  a 
well  known  concern  there  with  10,000  tons  of 
coal.  Mr.  Stone  is  succeeding  beyond  his  expec¬ 
tations  in  his  new  business. 

George  W.  Theis,  vice  president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  spent  part  of  the  week  here 
looking  over  the  local  situation.  Mr.  Theis  says 
his  company  has  fair  stocks  of  coal  at  all  points, 
and  looks  forward  to  a  good  fall  and  winter  busi¬ 
ness.  He  returned  to  Pittsburg  from  here. 


C.  D.  Martin,  manager  for  George  M.  Halm  & 
Co.,  returned  Monday  from  Chicago,  where  he 
succeeded  in  closing  up  a  contract  he  had  been 
trying  to  get  by  correspondence.  Mr.  Martin  last 
week  made  the  sale  of  10,000  tons  of  “Economy” 
semi-bituminous  coal  to  the  Goff-Kirby  Co.  of 
Cleveland.  This  coal  will  be  used  by  the  Cleve¬ 
land  schools  during  the  coming  winter. 

Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  by  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  public  library  of  the  city  of 
Cincinnati  until  noon  September  five,  for  sup¬ 
plying  about  1,000  tons  of  nut  and  slack  steam 
coal  for  the  use  of  the  library  during  the  coming 
year.  No  particular  grade  of  coal  is  specified. 
The  public  library  boilers  are  fitted  with  a  Detroit 
furnace  and  stoker. 

The  river  coal  people  have  come  in  for  a  large 
amount  of  undesirable  publicity  during  the  past 
week  on  account  of  the  report  that  there  was 
yellow  fever  aboard  one  or  more  of  the  large 
towboats  coming  up  the  river  from  New  Orleans. 
The  daily  papers  carried  columns  of  stuff  about 
the  alleged  necessity  of  quarantining  these  steam¬ 
ers ;  but  as  they  all  either  laid  up  at  points  many 
rniles  down  the  river,  or  returned  to  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  river  for  more  empty  coal  craft,  the  excite¬ 
ment  has  died  down.  During  a  former  yellow 
fever  epidemic  a  large  towboat,  the  John  Porter, 
carried  yellow  fever  up  the  Ohio  valley  as  far  as 
Galipolis. 

E.  Gallati,  manager  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co. 
branch  of  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.  here,  has  the  most  attractive 
window  display  of  any  concern  in  the  city.  He 
has  a  number  of  large  lumps  of  Pittsburg  coal 
in  the  window,  but  in  the  center  is  a  large  open 
grate  filled  with  coal,  and  among  the  lumps  are 
arranged  a  number  of  red  incandescent  lamps, 
giving  the  grate  the  appearance  of  having  fire  in 
it.  Mr.  Gallati’s  office  is  on  Fourth  street,  where 
many  thousands  of  persons  pass  daily,  and  a 
large  number  of  passers  by  stop  to  look  at  the 
display,  with  the  result  that  quite  a  few  drop 
in  and  leave  their  orders  for  coal. 

The  Coal  Team  Owners’  Association  of  Cincin¬ 
nati  is  offering  a  reward  of  one  hundred  dollars 
for  information  that  will  lead  to  the  arrest  and 
conviction  of  the  miscreant  who  poisoned  to 
death  five  or  six  horses  belonging  to  a  local  con¬ 
cern  a  week  or  two  ago.  The  coal  men  believe 
that  the  crime  was  committed  by  some  teamster 
who  was  discharged  last  fall  on  account  of  the 
teamster’s  strike.  It  will  be  recalled  that  shortly 
after  the  teamsters  were  beaten  in  their  strike  the 
coal  elevators  and  stables  of  W.  H.  Brown’s  Son 
were  set  on  fire  and  burned,  causing  the  death 
of  about  twenty  horses,  and  a  money  loss  of  near¬ 
ly  $60,000.  Soon  afterward  the  stables  of  the 
Campbells  Creek  Coal  Co.  were  set  on  fire,  but 
the  quick  action  of  the  night  watchman  saved 
the  property.  The  poisoning  of  the  horses  of  an¬ 
other  coal  company  is  the  latest  criminal  act  sup¬ 
posedly  of  the  defeated  teamsters.  The  coal  men 
have  detectives  at  work  on  the  case  and  hope 
to  bring  the  guilty  wretch  to  justice. 

Death  of  Captain  Val.  P.  Collins. 

Val  P.  Collins',  a  pioneer  citizen,  and  one  of 
the  most  widely  known  river  coal  men  of  this 
district,  died  very  suddenly  Friday  evening, 
August  18.  He  had  been  feeling  quite  well  up 
to  the  day  of  his  death,  which  was  caused  by 
cerebral  hemorrhage.  Captain  Collins  probably 
had  more  personal  friends  than  any  other  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Cincinnati  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
He  was  a  man  of  most  lovable  disposition,  and 
as  simple  as  a  child  in  his  dealings.  He  began 
life  under  most  discouraging  conditions,  being 
a  partner  of  a  man  who  decamped  with  all  the 
firm’s  available  assets  and  leaving  many  thou¬ 
sands  of  dollars  in  debts.  Captain  Collins  was 
left  worse  than  penniless ;  but  he  set  to  work  at 
once  to  pay  off  the  firm’s  debts,  which  took  him 
several  years.  He  was  scrupulously  honest,  and 
It's  indefatigable  industry,  coupled  with  good  busi¬ 
ness  judgment,  made  him  in  time  a  rich  man. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  held  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  Collins  &  Ilartwcg  Co.,  which  owns 
coal  mines  in  the  Kanawha  district,  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  coal  barges,  and  the  towboats  Val  P.  Col¬ 
lins,  J.  B.  Lewis,  and  Catharine  Davis,  as  well 
as  the  Pittsburg  &  Kanawha  Coal  Co.,  Newport, 


and  the  Consolidated  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  of  this 
city.  He  was  president  of  die  Kenton  Water  Co., 
president  of  the  Pomeroy  Salt  .-Xr.  .;;ciation,  a 
director  in  the  Champion  Ice  Co.,  a  director  in 
the  Highland  Cemetery  Association,  and  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Cincinnati  Sanitarium.  His  funend 
was  one  of  the  most  largely  attended  ever  .:<n 
in  Covington.  Captain  Collins  was  noted  for  his 
genial  disposition,  and  he  had  been  known  to 
boast  of  the  fact  that  he  never  lost  his  temper 
but  once  in  his  life. 


Pittsburg  Operations. 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,  August  23.— (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — After  several  weeks,  during  which 
the  prices  of  coal  in  this  district  have  remained 
stationery,  the  market  has  stiffened  materially, 
due  to  the  increased  demand  for  coal  to  be  used 
in  the  operation  of  the  iron  and  steel  mills,  and 
the  prospects  for  much  higher  prices  are  now 
considered  excellent.  That  the  prices  did  not 
increase  as  much  as  was  expected,  when  one 
considers  the  number  of  new  mills  recently 
placed  in  operation  is  explained  by  the  fact  that 
the  iron  and  steel  companies  early  in  the  present 
season  bought  up  considerable  quantities  of  coal, 
which  has  been  stored  away  with  the  expecta¬ 
tion  of  making  use  of  it  when  the  mills  were 
operated  aga'n.  Evidence  that  the  coal  operators 
have  contemplated  a  rise  in  the  price  of  coal  for 
over  a  week  is  shown  in  the  arrangements  made 
several  days  ago  for  a  meeting  of  the  commis¬ 
sioners  of  the  Central  District  at  Columbu.s, 
Ohio,  this  week.  The  Central  District  is  com¬ 
posed  of  the  states  of  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  In¬ 
diana  and  Ill  nois  and  has  an  output  of  between 
3,000,000  and  4,000,000  tons  per  day,  and  it  is 
one  of  the  most  important  coal  producing  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  world.  Prices  agreed  to  here  arc 
taken  as  standard  and  are  maintained  throughout 
the  entire  central  sections  of  the  United  States. 
The  coal  commissioners  will  meet  at  this  time 
for  the  purpose  of  reaching  agreements  con¬ 
cerning  better  facilities  of  handling  the  immense 
quantities  of  coal  and  to  make  arrangements  for 
the  interchange  of  coal  cars  belonging  to  the 
various  companies  in  this  section  of  the  country. 
It  is  also  probable  that  the  prices  of  coal  and 
the  conditions  of  the  market  will  be  thoroughlv 
discussed  and  it  is  conjectured  that  at  this  time 
plans  will  be  consummated  for  a  considerable 
increase  in  the  selling  price  of  coal. 

George  W.  Schluederberg,  general  manager  of 
the  mines  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  is  attend¬ 
ing  the  meeting,  together  with  P.  H.  Penna  of 
Indianapolis,  commissioner  of  Indiana,  and  Pat¬ 
rick  McBride  of  Cleveland,  commissioner  from 
Ohio.  Other  prominent  operators  who  will  at¬ 
tend  the  meeting  are  John  P.  Reese  of  the  Iowa 
Coal  Operators’  Association;  S.  W.  Kniffin,  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Southwestern  Interstate  Coal  Ope¬ 
rators’  Association ;  T.  W.  Davis  of  Detroit. 
Mich.,  and  D.  C.  Kennedy  of  the  Kanawha  Coal 
Operators’  Association. 

Big  Deal  at  .Johnstown. 

During  the  last  week  announcements  have  been 
made  of  the  sale  of  nearly  10,000  acres  of  coal 
lands  in  the  neighborhood  of  Johnstown,  Pa., 
the  selling  price  being  $3,000,000.  According  to 
reports,  3,800  acres  of  this  tract  was  purchased 
from  the  Kennerly  Coal  Co.  by  J.  L.  Mitchell 
and  his  associates  of  Philadelphia,  who  have  se¬ 
cured  the  right  of  way  and  will  build  a  railroad 
from  a  point  on  the  main  line  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  railroad  near  Johnstown  to  the  newly  ac¬ 
quired  property.  The  Pittsburg  &  Buffalo  Co. 
of  this  city  has  also  acquired  16,000  acres  of 
excellent  coal  lands  in  Washington  county,  and 
it  is  proposed  to  open  eight  mines.  If  no  obsta¬ 
cles  arise  they  will  all  be  in  full  operation  either 
late  in  the  fall  or  early  in  the  spring.  Work 
upon  several  railroad  connections  through  the 
territory  will  probably  be  commenced  within  the 
next  two  weeks  and  connection  will  he  made 
with  the  principal  railroads.  William  I.  Jones, 
treasurer  of  the  Pittsburg  &  Buffalo  Co.,  in 
.speaking  of  the  newly  acquired  field  said  that  he 
was  much  pleased  with  the  territory  and  he  felt 
it  would  become  one  of  the  best  producing  local 
ities  in  the  Pittsliurg  district.  He  said  that  hir 
company  intended  to  rush  the  work  to  an  earh. 
completion,  but  could  not  say  definitely  when 
they  would  begin  the  mining  of  coal,  though 
the  probability  is  that  the  mines  may  be  opm 
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Itcfore  tlie  year  is  passed.  The  company  intends 
to  locate  a  town  in  the  center  of  its  holdings 
and  have  the  mines  arranged  around  it  in  a 
circle. 

Shipments  by  rail  continue  to  he  heavy  and 
since  the  water  in  the  Ohio  river  is  so  low  that 
the  movement  of  coal  fleets  is  no  longer  possi¬ 
ble,  a  congestion  such  as  the  one  which  recently 
existed  at  the  lake  ports  is  looked  for  in  Pitts¬ 
burg.  A  sliglit  raise  in  the  river  allowed  several 
million  bushels  of  coal  to  start  south  and  af¬ 
forded  some  relief,  but  the  visible  supply  is  rap¬ 
idly  accumulating,  as  it  is  mined  much  faster 
than  it  is  shipped  away. 

The  coke  industry  continues  very  active  and 
prospects  for  a  good  year  are  considered  bright. 
Latest  reports  from  the  Connellsville  region  are 
to  the  effect  that  the  II.  C.  Frick  Coke  Co.  has 
placed  in  use  nearly  every  one  of  its  available 
furnaces,  and  it  is  said  that  plans  are  being  con¬ 
sidered  for  the  erection  of  several  hundred  more. 


West  Virginia  Mining  Field, 

Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  Aug.  23. —  (Special  Cor- 
responiUnice.) — A  better  feeling  is  in  evidence 
in  the  coal  trade  this  week  than  has  prevailed 
all  summer.  More  mines  are  working  now  and 
more  men  are  employed  than  since  early  spring 
and  the  outlook  aiiparently  ensures  steady  op¬ 
eration  throughout  the  year  and  through  the 
winter. 

Senator  Stephen  B.  Elkins,  in  discussing  the 
outlook  yesterday,  was  very  hopeful  regarding 
the  coke  outlook.  He  pointed  to  all  the  ovens 
being  in  blast  in  the  Connellsville  field  and  said 
he  did  not  believe  there  would  be  any  idle  ovens 
in  West  Virginia  in  a  few  weeks.  He  ascribed 
the  improvement  to  the  resumption  of  iron  mill 
furnaces. 

Coal  Properties  to  be  Developed. 

Speaking  of  his  own  developments.  Senator 
Elkins  was  particularly  interested  in  his  hold¬ 
ings  near  Morgantown.  He  owns  45,000  acres 
in  Monongalia  and  Preston  counties,  and  for 
two  years  he  has  been  building  coke  ovens  along 
Decker’s  creek,  near  Morgantown.  “The  coking 
business  is  just  through  the  experimental  stage 
there,”  said  the  senator,  “and  every  analysis 
shows  we  have  good  coke.  It  depends  on  how 
it  is  received  in  the  market  and  how  it  goes, 
that  being  the  supreme  test  after  all.  But  by 
air  line  tlie  Morgantown  field  is  not  far  from 
Connellsville  and  we  ought  to  do  nearly  as  well. 
In  five  years,  in  my  judgment,  the  Connellsville 
field  will  be  exhausted  and  then  West  Virginia 
must  be  looked  to  for  the  coke  supply.” 

There  is  a  goodly  part  of  West  Virginia  un¬ 
derlaid  with  the  Freeport  veins,  which  make 
coke,  the  Pittsburg  seam  having  too  much  sul¬ 
phur  for  coking  purposes.  Senator  Elkins’  com¬ 
pany  at  Morgantown  is  called  the  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  Coal  Co.,  and  it  is  officered  by  his  sons. 
Mr.  Elkins  a  few  years  ago  acquired  the  Mor¬ 
gantown  &  Kingwood  railroad  and  he  is  build¬ 
ing  it  along  the  original  route,  it  being  only 
partly  constructed  when  he  bought  it  from 
George  C.  Sturgiss  for  $265,000.  Now  he  is 
engaged  in  making  a  further  stretch  of  the  road 
to  strike  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  main  line  at 
Rowlesburg.  Ultimately  he  will  have  the  Cheat 
river  section  fully  covered  by  his  railroad,  and 
as  he  owns  all  the  available  coal  land,  he  will  de¬ 
velop  the  territory  on  a  large  scale.  Senator 
Elkins  asserts  with  some  pride  that  he  has  never 
sold  coal  or  railroad  property  he  owned,  except 
the  West  Virginia  Central  road,  and  bordering 
mines,  to  the  Wabash.  He  was  interested  in  the 
West  Virginia  Central  with  his  father-in-law, 
ex-Senator  Henry  G.  Davis. 

This  week  Messrs.  Davis  and  Elkins  made  a 
tour  through  Webster  and  Nicholas  counties 
with  a  view  to  building  a  new  railroad  along 
the  Elk  river.  They  have  already  tapped  the 
lower  part  of  the  Elk  valley  with  their  coal  and 
coke  railroad,  which  has  its  terminus  at  Charles¬ 
ton,  where  the  Elk  empties  into  the  Kanawha 
river.  This  projected  line  will  run  from  Plolly 
Junction  up  the  river.  The  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
can  be  reached  at  Holly  Junction. 

Whether  this  new  road,  which  is  intended  to 
open  up  coal  lands,  which  are  almost  valueless 
without  a  railroad,  will  be  built  will  depend  al¬ 
most  entirely  on  whether  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 


will  agree  to  a  satisfactory  exchange  of  cars  and 
on  certain  freight  charges. 

The  new  road  will  be  called  the  Midland,  and 
its  charter  will  be  announced  some  time  this 
week.  Col.  John  T.  McGraw  and  Maj.  Charles 
1).  Elliott  will  he  other  interested  parties. 

'I'he  coal  and  coke  road  has  not  begun  very 
heavy  shipments  of  coal  yet,  for  it  is  not  com¬ 
pleted  its  entire  distance.  'I'he  work  is  being 
lield  back  by  delay  in  receiving  ties.  The  car 
shops  will  be  located  at  the  new  town  of  Gassa- 
way,  about  one  hundred  miles  from  Charleston, 
and  the  job  of  building  a  new  town  on  virgin 
land  has  begun.  'I'his  town  is  named  from 
Henry  G.  Davis’  second  initial. 

Nothing  further  of  a  definite  nature  has  de¬ 
veloped  in  the  proposed  combination  of  Cabin 
Creek  mines  and  their  transfer  to  another  com¬ 
bination.  As  mentioned  last  week,  the  probable 
purchaser  is  the  Kanawha  &  Hocking,  or  to 
speak  with  more  comprehensiveness,  the  new 
Sunday  Creek  combine. 

One  of  the  most  important  companies  formed 
in  West  Virginia  for  some  time  is  the  Mucklow, 
organized  by  Kanawha  district  people  and  to 
be  located  there,  and  it  gives  promise  of  being 
one  of  the  most  prominent  shippers  in  that  field. 

'I'he  Richards  mine,  just  opened  at  Morgan¬ 
town,  is  about  ready  for  shipments.  A  few  other 
independent  companies  have  been  organized  in 
that  field  the  last  year  or  two  and  have  been 
reported  as  going  to  make  water  shipments,  but 
so  far  little  or  nothing  has  been  done. 

All  rail  continues  to  be  the  favorite  shipment 
in  West  Virginia.  Since  slack  water  has  been 
secured  on  the  Monongahela  there  is  nothing  to 
prevent  water  shipments  from  Fairmont  and 
Morgantown,  but  the  Kanawha  field  remains 
the  only  one  that  takes  advantage  of  this  op¬ 
portunity.  This  has  been  the  best  season  for 
water  shipments  for  many  years.  'I'he  Ohio  has 
had  a  good  boating  stage  now  for  a  continuous 
period  of  several  months,  which  is  unusual. 


The  St.  Louis  Coal  Market. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Aug.  21. —  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence) — 'I'he  St.  Louis  market  is  as  usual  in  a  de¬ 
plorable  condition.  There  is  little  or  no  market 
for  free  coal  and  the  price  is  very  low,  mine-run 
selling  for  eighty  cents  yesterday. 

There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  hope  of  im¬ 
mediate  relief  from  the  present  condition  of  af¬ 
fairs  and  consequently  it  is  always  the  same  old 
story  from  this  market. 

Most  of  the  coal  coming  into  this  market  is 
under  contract  which  is  indeed  very  fortunate. 

Shaker  screened  lump  has  been  selling  during 
the  past  week  from  $L05@1.80. 

Very  few  if  any  of  the  mines  along  the  Illi¬ 
nois  Central  have  been  working  during  the  past 
few  days  on  account  of  shortage  of  cars.  About 
.3, 000  cars  are  tied  up  along  the  route  on  account 
of  the  stringent  quarantine  established  throughout 
the  south.  These  cars  can  not  be  unloaded,  con¬ 
sequently  the  road  can  not  give  the  mines  a 
sufficient  number  of  cars  to  keep  them  in  opera¬ 
tion.  Nearly  fourteen  per  cent  of  the  coal  com¬ 
ing  into  this  market  comes  over  the  Illinois  Cen¬ 
tral,  notwithstanding  there  has  been  no  apprecia¬ 
ble  difference  in  the  price  of  Illinois  Central 
coals  on  the  open  market. 

The  retail  market  is  brightening  up  somewhat 
toward  the  last  of  the  month,  and  orders  are  com¬ 
ing  in  a  little  faster  than  they  did  during  the 
earlier  part  of  the  month. 

Most  of  the  larger  dealers  are  reporting  ship¬ 
ments  to  be  all  that  can  be  desired. 

Prices  on  Pennsylvania  anthracite  remain  the 
same  as  last  week,  viz.,  $8.05  for  broken  coal,  and 
$8.30  for  stove,  egg  and  chestnut. 

Arkansas  Anthracite  In  Demand, 

All  grades  of  Arkansas  anthracite  continue  to 
be  good  sellers,  and  shipments  are  good.  All 
grades  of  this  coal  are  better  prepared  than  usual 
and  is  also  reported  to  be  much  cleaner.  The  coal 
is  broken  in  the  same  sizes  as  Pennsylvania  an¬ 
thracite.  Prices  are  as  follows ;  $7.05  for  grate 

and  $7.30  for  the  smaller  sizes,  stove,  egg  and 
chestnut. 

The  firms  who  are  distributing  .Arkansas  semi¬ 
anthracite  report  good  sales,  or  that  is,  allowing 
for  the  peculiar  conditions  of  this  market.  This 
coal  has  the  same  qualities  as  Pocahontas,  and 


will  if  generally  introduced  become  a  very  pop¬ 
ular  grade  of  coal.  Prices  are  approximately 
$6.00  per  ton  delivered. 

'I'here  seems  to  be  a  fairly  good  demand  for 
gas  house  coke,  in  fact,  a  little  more  than  usual, 
'i'he  prevailing  market  price  this  week  has  been 
from  $4.75  to  $5.2.5. 

Orders  have  not  come  in  this  year  as  fast  as 
during  the  corresponding  period  last  year,  which 
has  been  due  to  the  extremely  unsettled  condition 
of  the  people  who  do  not  own  their  own  homes. 
'I'his  condition  is,  of  course,  due  to  the  World’s 
Fair.  Owing  to  this  fact  the  volume  of  the  fall 
business  will  be  much  larger  than  usual. 

In  a  final  attempt  to  settle  the  controversy  be¬ 
tween  the  miners  and  operators  in  the  Chicago 
and  Alton  subdistrict,  the  executive  board  of  the 
miners  named  a  committee  today  to  make  a  test 
of  the  amount  of  powder  required  to  fire  a  shot. 

The  operators  have  taken  no  action  since  the 
last  conference  held  in  Chicago,  but  it  is  under¬ 
stood  that  they  will  raise  no  objection  to  the 
action  taken  by  the  executive  board. 

It  is  highly  probable  that  the  operators  w'ill 
send  a  committee  to  witness  th(T  test,  and  will 
submit  a  report  to  the  state  officials.  The  com¬ 
mittee  is  composed  of  W.  D.  Ryan,  John  D.  Par- 
.sons  and  J.  H.  Walker. 

Contracts  have  been  let  to  the  Big  Four  man¬ 
agement  for  new  equipment  to  be  delivered  by 
January  first.  The  equipment  will  cost  $3,500,- 
000  and  will  consist  of  fifty  locomotives  and  3.000 
freight  cars.  This  new  equipment  has  been  pro¬ 
cured  especially  for  the  further  development  of 
the  coal  traffic  of  the  road  on  the  Cairo  division. 
It  is  the  intention  of  the  management  that  through 
the  further  development  of  this  traffic  that  the 
Rig  Four  will  be  able  to  become  the  supplier  of 
all  the  fuel  requireTl  by  the  Vanderbilt  roads  west 
of  Buffalo.  The  improvements  no\>’  in  progress 
will  strengthen  the  line  fifty  per  cent  in  its  ability 
to  compete  for  coal  traffic,  and  to  enlarge  its 
business  in  its  own  territory.  It  is  believed  by 
Big  Four  officials  that  by  May  first  next,  the 
Big  Four  will  have  doubled  its  coal  traffic  and 
will  be  doing  a  much  larger  volume  of  business 
over  all  its  divisions. 

The  Missouri  River  Trade. 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  August  22. —  (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  miners  employed  in  the 
mines  of  the  Sheridan  Coal  Co.  at  Fuller  Camp, 
Pittsburg,  Kas.,  claimed  last  week  that  the  com¬ 
pany  is  working  a  scheme  at  its  expense  and  a 
strike  was  called.  There  is  a  provision  in  the 
■  contract  to  the  effect  that  the  men  should  push 
their  coal  to  the  track  in  the  mine  entries.  In 
the  Fuller  mine,  it  is  claimed  by  the  miners,  the 
company  has  refused  or  failed  to  “brush"  back 
these  entries  or  extend  the  tracks  back  to  these 
entries  and  the  result  is  that  the  miners  have  to 
push  the  coal  farther.  President  George  Rich¬ 
ardson  of  the  miners’  district  board,  persuaded 
the  men  to  return  to  work  until  the  d'spute  can 
be  taken  up  with  Commissioner  Brown  of  this 
city,  who  will  go  to  Pittsburg  this  week  for  that 
purpose. 

Geo.  Fell,  a  coal  miner  of  Panama,  four  miles 
south  of  Rich  Hill.  Mo„  has  sued  the  Central 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.  of  this  city  for  $10,000  dam¬ 
ages.  He  claims  that  while  working  in  defend¬ 
ants’  mine  No.  21  he  was  caught  between  a 
water  car  and  low  prop  on  the  roof,  breaking 
three  of  his  ribs,  injuring  his  spine  and  body 
permanently  and  rendering  him  unfit  to  earn 
a  day’s  wages. 

Santa  Fe  Stops  Using  Oil. 

The  Santa  Fe  will  not  use  oil  burners  on  its 
locomotives  in  service  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
A  thorough  test  was  made  and  it  demonstrated 
that  coal  is  much  cheaper  than  the  oil  the  Stand¬ 
ard  Oil  Co.  is  supplying  from  its  Kansas  fields. 
The  oil  burning  locomotives  used  in  the  test  have 
been  returned  to  t'ne  desert  division  of  the  com¬ 
pany. 

The  Wyandotte  Gas  Co.,  which  now  has  nat¬ 
ural  gas  in  unlimited  quantities,  has  made  a 
strong  bid  for  factory  patronage.  A  price  of 
ten  cents  a  thousand  cubic  feet  in  quantities  of 
one  million  cubic  feet  or  more  a  month  is  the 
offer.  Packing  plants  have  not  made  any  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  the  overtures.  Slack  now  costs  them 
$1.12  @  $1.20  a  ton.  They  said  that  natural  gas 
at  ten  cents  a  thousand  cubic  feet  is  not  as  good 
a  financial  proposition. 


¥o..  8] 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


27 


Problem  of  Making  Clean  Coal. 


One  ot  the  difhcult  problems  for  the  coal 
producer  to  meet  in  these  days  of  keen  com¬ 
petition  is  to  screen  his  coal  clean  enough  to 
meet  the  demands  of  the  market.  The  station¬ 
ary  bar  screen  failed  to  give  satisfying  results 
for  two  reasons.  The  long  openings  between 
the  bars,  limited  by  only  one  dimension  the  size 
of  the  lumps  that  might  go  through,  so  that 
long  thin  slabs  might  pass  through  the  screen, 
when  they  should  pass  over  it.  A  whole  pit  car 
of  coal  being  dumped  on  the  screen  at  once,  it 
slid  down  in  a  body  so  that  it  was  impossible  for 
all  the  coal  to  reach  the  screening  surface  and 
screenings  were  carried  even  to  the  lump  car. 
As  a  result  of  these  two  conditions  it  was  im¬ 
possible  to  make  even  sizes  of  coal,  large  lumps 
falling  into  the  finer  sizes  and  screenings  being 
carried  even  to  the  lump  car. 

The  principles  involved  in  properly  sizing  and 
screening  coal  so  that  it  has  both  a  neat  and 
clean  appearance  on  the  car,  are  summed  up  in 
the  following: 

Perforated  plates  instead  of  parallel  bars  for 
screening  surfaces. 

Distribution  of  coal  on  the  screening  surface. 

The  use  of  perforated  plates  was  the  first 


move  toward  the  solution  of  the  problem.  This 
could  not  be  used  as  a  stationary  screen  because 
the  coal  would  not  slide  over  it.  The  shaking 
screen  came  into  existence  to  enable  the  use  of 
perforated  plates.  This  overcame  the  difficulty 
of  sizing  the  coal  and  in  part  the  distribution 
over  the  screen.  The  largely  increased  capacity 
of  mines  has  required  cars  of  much  larger  ca¬ 
pacity  and  correspondingly  increased  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  distributing  the  coal  over  the  screen. 

The  first  move  would  seem  to  be  to  widen  the 
screen.  This  is  exactly  what  some  have  done. 
Baffle  plates  have  been  used  to  secure  the  same 
results.'  These  are  set  in  the  screen  and  allow 
smaller  sizes  to  run  under  while  the  lumps 
are  forced  around  a  tortuous  path.  While  both 
these  methods  improve  the  screenings,  they  have 
the  disadvantage  of  adding  very  largely  to  the 
weight  of  the  vibrating  screen.  Anything  that 
adds  to  the  weight  is  certainly,  from  a  mechaiir 
ical  point  of  v  ew,  to  be  avoided.  It  not  only 
makes  the  screen  more  expensive  to  build,  but 
adds  very  materially  to  the  cost  of  the  building 
that,  supports  the  screen.  Observation  of  an  ordi¬ 
nary  shaking  screen  at  work  will  show  that  it 
is  .alternately  overloaded  and  idle,  the  coal  on  it 
being  so  deep  that  it  is  impossible  for  it  to  he 
•screened. 

IIo-w  to  Overcome  Olfflcultles. 

In  order  to  better  overcome  the  difficulties  just 
mentioned,  and  to  be  able  to  effectively  size  and 


screen  coal,  the  device  shown  in  the  illustra¬ 
tion  was  designed.  It  is  called  a  “feeder”  and 
consists  of  an  auxiliary  hopper  into  which  the 
coal  is  dumped  after  being  weighed  and  from 
which  it  is  taken  by  a  short  wide  conveyor  and 
d'scharged  on  the  shaking  screen.  This  con¬ 
veyor  may  be  a  carrying  apron  or  a  drag  (as 
shown)  with  ordinary  angle  bars  as  flights.  To 
allow  all  lumps  to  pass,  the  openings  to  the 
conveyor  must  be  large,  and  the  conveyor  itself 
run  correspondingly  slow. 

The  conveyor  is  driven  preferably  by  link 
lielting  from  the  shaking  screen  shaft  through 
.sprockets  and  gear  wheels,  to  get  the  right 
speed.  The  speed  is  changed  if  necessary  at 
small  cost  by  changing  sprocket  wheels. 

One  nice  feature  of  this  arrangement  is  the 
ease  with  which  mine  run  coal  may  be  loaded 
without  operating  either  screen  or  feeder.  In 
designing  this  machine  the  ideas  kept  in  view 
were : 

To  feed  the  coal  uniformly  on  the  screen. 

To  keep  down  the  size  and  weight  of  screen. 

To  provide  for  loading  mine  run  independently. 

The'  feed  is  perfect ;  the  amount  being  figured 
at  an  average  of  about  four  inches  deep  on  screen. 


This  allows  all  fine  coal  to  reach  the  screening 
surface. 

The  Results  that  Are  Accomplished. 

In  actual  use  the  feeder  keeps  the  screen  sup¬ 
plied  with  just  enough  coal  to  enable  the  screen¬ 
ing  to  be  effectually  accomplished.  It  does  not 
take  a  screen  so  large  as  usually  used  to  ac¬ 
complish  better  results.  The  thin  layer  of  coal 
has  small  weight  and  the  screen  itself  may  be 
built  with  less  weight.  This  reduction  of  weight 
reduces  the  vibration  to  the  tipple  structure  to 
a  minimum. 

The  feeders  installed  have  proved  very  satis¬ 
factory  indeed  and  have  fully  accomplished  the 
results  desired. 

In  the  illustration  A  represents  the  shaking 
screen  ;  B  the  feeder  flights  C  sprocket  wheel ; 
D  chain ;  E  driving  wheel ;  L  is  the  weight  hop¬ 
per  :  K  a  short  bar  screen  to  prevent  large  lumps 
from  breaking.  The  door  H  is  hinged  at  I  so 
that  mine  run  coal  may  be  loaded  over  chutes 
without  using  either  feeder  or  shaker. 

The  machine  is  the  invention  of  Fred  W.  Rich- 
art,  who  has  applied  for  letters  patent,  and  is 
built  by  the  Illinois  Engineering  &  Macliine  Co. 
of  Carterville,  Ill. 

V 

I'hc  Vandalia  Coal  Co.,  Bicknell,  Ind.,  recently 
purcliased  the  Entcr[)rise  mine  at  that  point, 
the  consideration  being  $30,000. 


Western  Coal  and  Coke  ^lotes. 

The  Big  Creek  Coal  Co.,  St.  David,  Ill.,  re¬ 
cently  increased  its  capital  stock  from  $1.)0,000 
to  $200,000. 

The  total  production  of  coal  in  Utah  during 
1!)04  was  1,4!):!, 027  short  tons,  the  spot  cash 
value  of  which  was  $1,943,440. 

The  Independent  Coal,  Shale  &  Clay  Co., 
Girard,  111.,  recently  found  a  lliree-foot  vein 
of  coal,  and  a  mine  will  he  opened  at  that  point 
immediately. 

A  receiver  has  been  appointed  for  the  Stand 
ard  Coal  &  Land  Co.  at  Boulder,  Colo.,  at  the 
recpiest  of  S.  K.  Felton,  of  Denver,  who  claims 
the  company  owes  him  $1,930. ,53. 

'file  Roberta  Mining  &  Milling  Co.,  which  was 
recently  incorporated  at  Wallace,  Idaho,  can 
operate  in  any  state  or  territory  of  the  United 
States,  according  to  the  articles  of  incorporation. 
The  company  has  a  branch  at  Butte,  Mont.,  and 
also  operates  in  Maricopa  county,  Ariz. 

It  is  stated  that  the  strike  of  miners  of  East 
Peoria,  Ill.,  has  been  broken  and  the  men  have 
gone  back  to  work.  The  miners  struck  because 
the  company  for  which  they  were  working 
changed  their  pay  days.  The  company  has  agreed 
to  give  them  the  two  pay  days  on  the  fifth  and 
twentieth  of  each  month  for  the  time  lieing. 

'I'he  employes  of  the  Wolschlag  Coal  Co., 
Peoria,  11!.,  numbering  nearly  four  hundred, 
were  given  an  excursion  to  Copperas  creek  a 
few  days  ago,  where  they  spent  the  time  in  boat¬ 
ing  and  fishing,  luncheon  being  served  at  noon. 
This  is  an  annual  event  of  the  company,  and 
this  time  no  expense  was  spared  to  make  the  day 
an  enjoyable  one. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 

The  Cherry  Run  Coal  Co.  was  recently  in¬ 
corporated  at  Rimersburg,  Pa.,  with  an  author¬ 
ized  capital  of  $100,000. 

The  Anvil  Rock  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorpo¬ 
rated  at  Wilmington,  Del.,  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  $250,000.  The  incorporators  are  all  of 
Madisonville,  Ky. 

The  Chicorico  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incor¬ 
porated  at  New  York,  N.  Y.,  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  $50,000.  The  incorporators  are  Frank 
E.  Jennison,  Harry  F.  Otto  and  A.  A.  Feathers- 
ton  Jr. 

The  Hemphill  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorpo¬ 
rated  at  Malden,  Mass.,  with  an  authorized  capi¬ 
tal  of  $25,000.  The  promoters  are  J.  Henry 
Hemphill,  Edward  F.  Prendergast  and  John  W. 
Logan. 

The  Brown  Land  Coal  Co.  was  recently  in¬ 
corporated  at  Wilmington,  Del.,  for  the  purpose 
of  acquiring  coal  lands.  The  incorporators  are 
all  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  the  authorized  capi¬ 
tal  is  $300,000. 

The  Delpi  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  was  recently  in¬ 
corporated  at  Parkersburg,  W.  Va.,  with  an 
authorized  capital  of  $40,000,  for  the  purpose  of 
mining  coal.  The  incorporators  are  Charles  C. 
Wentz,  Floyd  McCray  and  C.  V.  Wyatt. 

The  Consolidated  Coal  Land  &  Lumber  Co. 
was  recently  incorporated  at  Logan,  W.  Va.,  with 
an  authorized*capital  of  $300,000,  to  develop  coal 
and  timber  land.  The  incorporators  are  Jacob 
L.  Houseman,  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Granville  Neace, 
of  Peck,  W.  Va.,  and  Naaman  Jackson,  of  Lo- 
gan. 

The  Shoenberger  Coal  Co..  Greensburg,  Pa.,  is 
to  be  consolidated  with  four  other  large  compa¬ 
nies  of  that  district,  with  an  authorized  capital 
of  $3,000,000.  The  other  companies  interested 
are  the  Hazel  Kirk  Gas  Coal  Co.,  Penn-Manor 
haft  Co.,  Pittsburg  &  Westmoreland  Coal  Co. 
and  the  Pittsburg  &  Connellsville  Coke  Co. 

'I'he  Farmers’  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorpo¬ 
rated  at  Uniontown,  Pa.,  for  the  purpose  of  de¬ 
veloping  West  Virginia  coal.  A  charter  has  been 
secured  for  development  in  that  state.  The  offi¬ 
cers  and  incorporators  are  James  Boord, 
president:  William  .\.  Coffman,  treasurer:  C. 
\\’.  Cramer,  vice-president:  David  L.  Newcomer, 
secretary.  The  company  owns  3,000  acre  "f 
coal. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

Western  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


F.  M.  Boynton  of  Pittsburg  made  a  flying  trip 
to  Chicago  this  week. 

F.  M.  Campbell,  a  mine  operator  of  Petersburg, 
111.,  was  in  Chicago  this  week. 

Malcom  McColm,  with  the  Jeffry  Manufactur¬ 
ing  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio,  spent  several  days  in 
Chicago  this  week. 

The  Big  Creek  Coal  Co.  is  about  to  open  up 
a  new  mine  near  Cuba,  Ill.,  and  has  announced 
tlie  increase  of  its  capital  stock  from  $150,000  to 
$225,000. 

•  J.  M.  Christy,  general  manager  of  the  Christy 
Box  Car  Loader  Co.,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  passed 
through  Chicago  this  week  on  his  way  home 
after  an  extended  trip  through  the  coal  fields  of 
Ohio,  Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia. 

1  he  Shirley  Hill  Coal  Co.,  in  which  J.  Smith 
Talley  of  Terre  Haute  is  interested,  is  sinking 
two  shafts,  one  of  them  going  to  the  depth  of 
the  fourth  vein.  When  these  shafts  are  com¬ 
pleted  the  Shirley  Hill  Co.  will  have  four  shafts 
in  operation. 

II.  G.  Longee,  president  and  general  manager 
of  the  Great  Western  Coal  Mming  &  Develop¬ 
ment  Co.,  with  mines  at  Tenino,  Wash.,  was  in 
Cliicago  this  week  looking  after  the  purchase  of 
new  equipment  for  his  mines.  He  was  accom¬ 
panied  by  Mr.  M.  C.  Hunter,  secretary  of  the 
company. 

J.  K.  Seiffert,  general  manager  of  the  Indiana 
Southern  Coal  Co.,  is  reported  to  have  purchased 
1,200  acres  of  land  for  his  company  between 
blocking  and  Farmersburg,  Ind.,  the  property  ad¬ 
joining  that  of  the  Hocking  mine  owned  by  the 
Indiana  Southern.  The  consideration  was  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $100,000. 

The  Hollingsworth  Coal  Co.,  of  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  have  recently  sunk  a  shaft  7x14  feet  in 
size  and  15C  feet  deep.  The  location  is  about 
three  and  a  half  miles  southwest  of  Des  Moines. 
The  coal  is  from  four  to  five  feet  in  thickness  and 
of  a  good  quality.  Several  hundred  acres  of  coal 
was  proven  ere  sinking  was  commenced. 

The  West  Riverside  Coal  Co.,  of  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  has  opened  up  a  new  mine,  known  as  No.  2, 
on  the  interurban  railroad  northwest  of  Des 
Moines,  and  about  one-half  a  mile  east  of  their 
No.  1  shaft.  This  mine  is  being  equipped  with 
modern  machinery,  and  when  fully  developed 
will  give  employment  to  150  or  200  miners. 

The  Charles  R.  Price  Co.  has  succeeded  the 
Patoka  Valley  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  at  Chicago.  It 
was  decided  that  it  would  be  best  to  separate 
the  mining  interests  from  the  wholesale  and  re¬ 
tail  business,  and  this  end  of  the  business  will 
he  handled  under  the  name  of  the  Charles  R. 
Price  Co'.,  with  offices  in  the  Fisher  building, 
Chicago. 

The  many  friends  in  the  coal  trade  of  F.  E. 
Haley,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  will  be  shocked  to 
learn  of  his  sudden  death  on  Tuesday  of  this 
week  at  Toronto,  Canada.  Mr.  Haley  has  been 
secretary  of  the  Iowa  State  Traveling  Men’s  As¬ 
sociation  for  the  past  twenty  years,  and  was 
known  personally  by  nearly  every  coal  salesman 
in  the  west.  The  funeral  was  held  on  Thursday 
at  Des  Moines  and  was  largely  attended. 

The  new  coal  dock  of  the  Clark- Wilson  Coal 
Co.,  at  Ashland,  Wis.,  which  has  been  under  con¬ 
struction  the  last  six  months,  is  almost  com¬ 
pleted  and  by  fall  will  be  fully  stocked  with  coal. 
The  first  boats  with  cargoes  of  soft  coal  for  the 
new  dock  arrived  this  week.  They  were  the 
Orton,  Young  and  Twin  Sisters.  The  new  dock 
is  on  the  site  of  the  old  Murray-McCann  saw 
mill,  which  was  moved  to  Superior  two  years  ago. 

Frank  Posta,  manager  of  the  Chicago  &  Wells- 
ton  Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  is  still  looking  for  a  base 
ball  team  in  the  coal  trade  that  can  give  his 
“Wellstons”  an  argument.  They  have  not  lost  a 
game  this  season  and  ehallenges  from  other  teams 
in  the  trade  are  in  order.  Charles  Comiskey  was 
seen  in  the  neighborhood  of  Twelfth  and  Clark 
str-'ets  this  week  and  he  was  probably  looking 
for  available  timber  for  his  American  League 


teain  next  year.  If  there  are  any  good  yard  men 
looking  for  a  position  it  would  probably  be  a 
good  idea  to  keep  in  touch  with  Manager  Posta, 
as  Comiskey  may  feel  called  upon  to  take  a  few 
really  good  players  with  him  on  his  next  trip 
east. 

The  Ziegler  District  Colliery  Co.,  1211  Fisher 
building,  Chicago,  have  begun  to  sink  a  shaft  on 
their  i)roperty  in  Franklin  county,  Illinois.  This 
company  has  eight  hundred  acres  of  coal  land 
and  it  is  their  intention  to  thoroughly  equip  their 
inine  with  all  the  latest  improvements  and  make 
it  as  modern  as  any  in  the  state.  The  officers  of 
the  company  are  Niels  Buck,  president;  W.  P. 
McMillan,  vice-president,  and  Fred  Schroeder, 
secretary  and  treasurer.  Mr.  Thomas  Horn,  of 
DuQuoin,  Ill.,  and  Mr.  C.  L.  Ibson,  of  Chicago, 
are  directors.  Mr.  McMil'an  is  the  practical  coal 
man  of  the  company,  having  been  connected  with 
Cjuv  Gibson  &  Co.  for  the  past  four  years.  The 
company  is  capitalized  for  $250,000  with  shares 
of  $100  each. 

George  Sullivan,  traffic  manager  for  the  Reiss 
Coal  Co.,  and  former  agent  for  the  Northwestern 
Railroad  in  Sheboygan,  has  resigned  to  become 
general  agent  of  the  Goodrich  Transportation 
Co.,  at  Sheboygan,  succeeding  E.  P.  Ewen.  Mr. 
Sullivan  will  assume  his  new  position  on  Septem¬ 
ber  first.  Mr.  Sullivan  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Northwestern  Railroad  for  over  twenty  years 
prior  to  his  going  to  the  Reiss  Co.  He  has  been 
in  the  company’s  freight  office  at  Kaukauna,  was 
late  agent  at  Cedar  Grove,  and  then  w'as  trans¬ 
ferred  to  Sheboygan  as  company’s  agent,  where 
he  served  several  years.  Five  years  ago  he  re¬ 
signed  to  become  traffic  manager  of  the  Reiss 
company. 

The  deal  had  been  pending  for  about  five 
months.  Among  the  companies  that  have  dis¬ 
posed  of  their  holdings  to  the  new  company  are 
the  Johnson  Coal  Mining  Co.,  South  Linton  Coal 
Co.,  Indiana  &  Chicago  Coal  Co.,  Linton  Coal 
&  Mining  Co.,  Island  Valley  Coal  Co.,  'White 
Rose  Coal  Co.,  Enterprise  Coal  Co.,  Sugar  Creek 
Coal  Co.,  Home  Coal  Co.,  Green  Field  Coal  Co., 
Minshall  Vein  Coal  Co.,  Raccoon  Valley  Coal  Co., 
Zeller  &  McClelland  Coal  Co.,  Seelyville  Coal 
Co.,  Asherville  Mining  Co.,  Cloverland  Coal  Co., 
Indiana  Bituminous  Coal  Co.,  a  part  of  the  in¬ 
terests  of  J.  Smith  Talley,  of  Terre  Haute,  and 
all  of  the  Indiana  interests  of  the  Granite  Im¬ 
provement  Co.,  of  Pennsylvania. 

C.  D.  Thomas,  of  Glouster,  Athens  county, 
Ohio,  has  been  elected  vice-president  of  the  New 
England  and  the  Northern  Fuel  Coal  companies, 
which  have  their  headquarters  in  the  Wyandotte 
building,  Columbus.  He  will  have  charge  of  the 
mines  of  both  companies,  those  of  the  Northern 
Fuel,  at  Jacksonville,  and  of  the  New  England 
at  San  Toy.  He  will  begin  his  new  duties  at 
once.  Mr.  Thomas,  who  is  a  coal  man  of  wide 
experience,  and  well  known  in  Columbus,  has 
been  connected  with  the  Colonial  Coal  Co.,  acting 
in  the  capacity  of  superintendent  of  mines,  and 
has  resigned  his  position  to  take  up  his  new 
work.  He  was  formerly  a  surveyor,  and  has 
worked  up  to  his  present  position  through  all 
the  different  branches  of  the  coal  business.  He 
will  have  his  headquarters  in  Glouster. 

The  final  steps  in  the  deal  whereby  seventeen 
Indiana  coal  companies  will  be  merged  in  the 
Vandalia  Coal  Co.,  with  headquarters  in  Indian¬ 
apolis,  were  taken  this  week.  They  consist  in 
exchanging  the  titles  to  the  mines  represented 
for  checks,  representing  an  aggregate  of  $4,000,- 
000.  The  officers  of  the  Vandalia  Coal  Co.  are  as 
follows:  President,  A.  M.  Ogle;  vice-president, 
John  McFadyan ;  treasurer  and  chairman  of  the 
finance  committee,  Frank  L.  Powell;  secretary, 
Charles  E.  Barrett.  W.  W.  Hubbard,  who  has 
been  vice-president  for  the  Island  Coal  Co.,  will 
he  general  sales  agent  for  the  new  company.  The 
headquarters  for  the  new  company  will  be  on  the 
eleventh  floor  of  the  State  Life  building,  In¬ 
dianapolis.  It  is  probable  that  an  office  of  con¬ 
siderable  size  will  be  established  in  Chicago  to 
attend  to  the  trade  in  the  west  and  northwest. 
Operating  offices  will  be  established  at  Linton  and 


'lerre  Haute.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  annual 
business  of  the  company  will  be  about  3,000,000 
tons,  though  it  has  a  capacity  of  5.000,000  tons  or 
more.  It  is  the  present  intention  to  close  several 
of  the  mines  where  the  less  desirable  coal  is  ob¬ 
tained,  for  the  present,  and  work  the  other  mines 
more  thoroughly. 

Thomas  F.  Farrell,  with  headquarters  at  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  who  for  several  years  has  acted  as  traf¬ 
fic  manager  and  western  sales  agent  for  the  New 
River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  the  largest 
handlers  of  New  River  coal  and  coke  in  the 
country,  will,  on  October  1,  take  the  management 
of  a  newly  organized  company  called  the  Poca¬ 
hontas  Coke  Co.,  and  make  his  headquarters  at 
Bramwell,  W.  Va.  Mr.  Farrell,  although  one  of 
the  young  men  in  the  coal  business,  has  had  a 
very  wide  experience.  Beginning,  like  many  an¬ 
other  big  coal  man,  in  the  railroad  business,  he 
is  perfectly  fitted  to  look  after  the  transportation 
end  of  the  business.  He  has  had  wonderful  suc¬ 
cess,  and  though  he  was  offered  a  large  increase 
m  salary  to  stay  with  the  New  River  Consoli- 
dated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  his  new  position  carries 
with  it  not  only  a  handsome  salary  but  other 
satisfactory  features.  Mr.  Farrell  w'ill  move  his 
family  from  this  city  to  Bramwell,  W.  Va.  The 
Pocahontas  Coke  Co.  is  affiliated  with  a  number 
of  other  large  producing  and  selling  companies 
in  the  Pocahontas  district,  and  will  deal  in  Po¬ 
cahontas  coke  exclusively.  The  general  coke 
market  will  undoubtedly  soon  hear  from  the  Po¬ 
cahontas  Coke  Co.  under  the  management  of  Mr 
Farrell. 

Robert  L.  Stewart,  president  of  the  Western 
Fuel  &  Iron  Co.,  is  in  Milwaukee  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  establishing  an  eastern  office  of  the  con¬ 
cern  in  that  city,  and  expects  to  make  arrange¬ 
ments  whereby  his  company  wu'll  be  financed  from 
that  point.  The  corporation  is  in  possession  of 
7,000  acres  of  land  in  Delta  county,  Colorado, 
which,  it  is  estimated,  will  produce  close  to  200,- 
000,000  tons  of  coal.  It  is  expected  that  it  will 
require  two  years  to  get  the  mine  in  operation, 
as  the  expenses  will  be  exceedingly  heavy  at  the 
start.  After  that  coal  will  be  mined  at  the  rate 
of  9,000  tons  every  twenty-four  hours.  A  prop¬ 
osition  is  under  consideration  to  coke  the  coal  at 
the  mine  and  use  it  in  connection  with  a  smelter, 
to  be  established  at  some  of  the  northern  iron 
mines.  Mr.  Stewart  is  the  patentee  of  a  system  of 
continuously  moving  trams  which  carry  auto¬ 
matic  buckets  and  these  will  be  used  in  connection 
with  his  new  mine.  Instead  of  the  old  plan  of 
laj'ing  a  double  track  on  the  floor  of  the  mines, 
the  trams  will  work  on  a  single  track  overhead. 
This  will  reduce  the  friction,  and  the  track  is 
so  arranged  that  the  loaded  cars  will  assist  in 
pulling  the  empty  ones  back  into  the  mine. 

A  largely  attended  meeting  of  the  principal 
operators  and  sales  agents  of  the  Kanawha.  West 
Virginia,  district  was  held  on  Tuesday,  August 
tw'enty-second,  at  the  Grand  Hotel  in  Cincinnati. 
The  affair  was  entirely  informal,  and  only  general 
conditions  of  the  district  were  discussed.  The 
principal  topic  under  consideration  was  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  shortage  of  cars  on  the  Chesapeake 
&  Ohio  railroad.  It  was  found  that  no  im¬ 
mediate  relief  can  be  expected  in  this  matter. 
Market  conditions  were  lightly  touched  upon. 
There  were  present  at  the  meeting  M.  T.  Roach, 
president  of  the  Kanawha  Fuel  Co. :  C.  R.  Moriar- 
ty,  of  Cincinnati,  A.  Y.  Malcomson.  of  Detroit  and 
A.  S.  Austin,  of  Milwaukee,  all  of  the  same  com¬ 
pany ;  J.  H.  Swartz,  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Co.;  J. 
W. Dawson,  of  the  Kelly’s  Creek  Colliery  Co. ;  Mor¬ 
ris  Todd;  F.  L.  Garrison,  of  the  Kanawha  Coal  & 
Coke  Co. ;  Richard  Ellison,  of  C.  G.  Blake  & 
Go. ;  W.  J.  Magee,  of  the  Carbon  Fuel  Co. ;  H.  R. 
Neilson,  of  the  Winifrede  Coal  Co.:  C.  W.  Poy- 
sell.  of  the  Marmet  Coal  Co.;  O.  P.  Curran  Jr., 
of  the  Economy  Fuel  Co.;  William  Burlingham! 
of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co. ; 
D.  T.  Evans,  of  the  Mount  Carbon  Co. ;  William 
Immenhort,  of  John  T.  Hesser  &  Co.;  Edward 
Schonebaum,  of  the  Otto  Marmet  Coal  &  Mining 
Co.;  D.  A.  Nease.  of  the  Black  Band  Coal  Co., 
and  R.  H.  Lyman,  of  the  Island  Creek  Coal  Scales 
Co. 
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Modern  Carterville  District  Mine. 


Probably  one  of  the  best  of  the  comparatively 
new  coal  operations  is  the  White  Ash  mine  of 
the  Chicago  &  Marion  Coal  Co.,  which  is  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  Carterville  district  of  Illinois,  on  the 
Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  railroad,  about  mid¬ 
way  between  Marion  and  Johnston  City. 

The  company  has  several  hundred  acres  of 
the  thick  vein  Carterville  coal,  eighty  acres  of 
which  is  owned  in  fee,  and  the  remainder  on  a 
low  royalty  basis.  As  this  vein  yields  about  ten 
tliousand  tons  of  coal  to  the  acre  it  will  readily 
be  seen  that  the  company  has  many  years  of 
work  ahead  of  it. 

As  to  the  plant  proper,  everything  is  modern, 
substantial  and  well  built,  and  has  been  put  up 
with  a  view  to  long  life  of  the  property  and  to 
the  economical  production  of  coal  and  its  care¬ 
ful  preparation,  without  particular  regard  to  the 
initial  cost  of  equipment.  The  main  shaft  is  a 
double  compartment,  nine  by  fifteen  feet  in  the 
clear,  extending  one  hundred  feet  deep  to  the  top 
of  the  coal;  the  tipple  is  of  very  heavy  wooden 
construction,  equipped  with  self-dumping  steel 
cages  and  shaker  screens,  under  which  are  four 
loading  tracks  for  preparing  the  coal  in  the  four 
different  sizes  generally  recognized  as  standard 
for  the  Carterville  region,  namely;  Lump  over 
a  six  inch  screen;  egg  through  a  six  inch  and 
over  a  three  inch  screen ;  nut  through  a  three  inch 
and  over  a  One  and  one-half  inch  screen,  and 
“screenings”  being  everything  that  passes  through 
a  one  and  one-half  inch  screen.  While  the  com¬ 
pany  has  not  as  yet  installed  a  box  car  loader, 
it  ships  both  lump  and  mine-run  coal  in  box 
cars  when  desired  by  its  customers. 

The  engine  house  is  built  of  brick  and  equipped 
with  18x36-inch  Danville  engines  of  direct  or 
first  motion  type,  and  an  Ingersoll-Sergeant  air 
compressor  with  a  capacity  of  fifteen  punchers 
for  mining  the  coal  by  machinery,  this  being  what 
is  known  as  a  “machine”  mine.  The  engine  room, 
in  charge  of  George  Ing,  first  engineer,  is  kept 
in  the  very  best  of  condition  at  all  times,  every¬ 
thing  being  as  clean  and  carefully  looked  after 
as  though  a  special  inspection  of  the  powers 
that  be  were  looked  for  every  day. 

The  boiler  house  is  also  of  brick  construction, 
and  at  present  contains  two  large  boilers  of 
ample  capacity  for  running  the  plant  for  some 
time  to  come,  although  additional  boilers  will  be 
added  as  the  tonnage  increases  to  the  ultimate 
capacity,  which  is  expected  to  be  between  2,000 
and  2,500  tons  for  an  eight  hour  day. 

The  tipple,  screens  and  machinery  are  all  set 
upon  very  heavy  concrete  foundations,  and  every 
particle  of  machinery  works  as  smoothly  as  could 
be  desired,  no  jar  or  vibration  being  noticeable. 

The  blacksmith  shop  is  large  and  commodious 
and  is  fully  equipped  not  only  with  a  complete 
set  of  regular  blacksmith  tools,  but  also  an  outfit 
for  cutting  and  fitting  pipe,  so  that  the  smith 
is  well  prepared  to  do  anything  in  his  line  around 
the  property. 

The  barn  is  of  ample  size  to  accommodate  sev¬ 
eral  head  of  livestock  and  supply  of  feed,  though, 
as  a  general  thing,  most  of  the  mules  are  kept 
in  a  stable  specially  fitted  up  underground  in  the 
mine  and  are  rarely  brought  to  the  surface  ex¬ 
cept  for  rest  and  pasture  occasionally,  to  keep 
them  in  good  condition. 

The  air  shaft  is  equipped  with  a  fan  house, 
engine  and  twelve  foot  steel  fan  and  a  stairway 
for  escapement. 

The  office  ■  is  a  very  neat  building  of  two  large 
rooms,  the  outer  one  being  for  the  accommoda¬ 
tion  of  the  men  in  drawing  their  pay,  posting  of 
bulletins,  etc.  The  inner  room  is  the  bookkeeper’s 
workshop  and  the  office  of  the  mine  superinten¬ 
dent.  Just  in  front  of  the  office  is  the  railroad 
track  scale,  over  which  all  loaded  cars  pass  and 
are  weighed  by  the  bookkeeper  without  his  leav¬ 
ing  the  room.  The  mine  superintendent,  Robert 
Owens,  and  the  bookkeeper  at  the  mines  is  Oscar 
Henderson. 

The  yard  has  ample  switch  room  for  holding 
a  plentiful  supply  of  empty  cars,  as  well  as  taking 
care  of  those  loaded. 

Going  below,  the  mine,  although  only  a  year 
and  a  half  old,  is  found  to  have  several  hundred 
yards  of  main  and  cross  .entries,  along  which  are 
laid  new  sixteen  and  twenty  pound  steel  rails, 
and  complete  lines  of  pipe  for  running  the  ma¬ 


chines  by  compressed  air.  The  entries  are  kept 
in  the  very  best  of  condition,  graded  up  several 
inches  high  in  the  center,  with  drains  on  each  side 
to  carry  off  any  water.  These  roads  are  at  all 
times  dry  and  satisfactory  to  walk  upon  for  both 
man  and  beast.  There  is  a  complement  of  new 
pit  cars  of  two  and  one-half  tons  capacity,  and 
six  punching  machines  in  operation  at  present. 
The  bottom  is  well  laid  out  for  quick  handling 
of  coal,  and,  taken  all  in  all,  it  is  believed  that 
this  mine  will  be  able  to  produce  and  load  coal  on 
cars  as  cheaply  as,  if  not  more  cheaply  than,  any 
other  mine  in  the  state. 

The  vein  of  coal  itself  is  the  regular  Carterville 
or  Big  Muddy  seam  running  from  eight  to  nine 
feet  thick  of  solid  coal,  with  a  small  band  or 
parting  of  about  a  half  inch  thick.  The  roof,  as 
a  general  thing,  is  of  hard  slate,  though  in  some 
places  the  slate  has  worked  out,  leaving  a  roof 
of  solid  limestone,  so  that  very  little  timbering 
is  required.  It  is  customary  in  these  thick  vein 
mines  to  leave  a  foot  or  so  of  coal  on  the  roof 
as  a  protection ;  but  when  a  room  is  worked  out 
this  coal  is  taken  down.  The  quality  of  the  prod¬ 
uct  is  regarded  as  the  top  notch  of  even  the  high 
grade  Carterville  district  coal,  a  significant  fact 
being  that  on  a  large  contract  which  took  the  great 
bulk  of  the  output  of  the  mine  to  April  first,  not 
a  single  car  was  rejected  during  the  year,  and  this 
contract  has  been  renewed  for  another  year.  The 
coal  is  widely  known  and  recognized  as  a  splendid 
locomotive  and  steam  fuel,  and  superior  for  do¬ 
mestic  use,  the  lump  being  particularly  desirable 
for  open  grates,  and  the  egg  and  nut  for  stoves, 
ranges  and  house  furnaces,  while  the  mine-run 
and  screenings  are  in  special  demand  for  general 
steam  purposes. 

While  the  mine  was  started  in  July,  1903,  and 
reached  the  coal  at  a  depth  of  a  hundred  feet 
during  October  of  that  year,  practically  no  coal 
was  shipped  until  the  latter  part  of  February, 
1904,  and  the  entire  year  1904  was  spent  in  driv¬ 
ing  entries,  sinking  the  air  shaft  and  putting  the 
finishing  touches  to  the  construction  of  the  plant 
and  improvements,  but  in  doing  this  work  the 
mine  produced  over  thirty  thousand  tons  of  coal 
during  the  year.  The  wisdom  of  the  manage¬ 
ment  is  apparent  in  thus  opening  up  the  bottom 
thoroughly  before  beginning  to  mine  any  coal 
from  the  rooms.  The  present  capacity  of  the 
mine  is  about  six  hundred  tons  a  day,  but  it  is 
expected  that  this  will  be  increased  to  at  least  a 
thousand  tons  a  day  by  or  before  January  first, 
1906,  and  in  another  year  will  probably  nearly 
double  that. 

One  of  the  first  moves  of  the  company  on  start¬ 
ing  the  mine  was  to  lay  out  a  townsite  and  en¬ 
courage  its  employes  to  buy  lots  on  the  install¬ 
ment  plan  and  build  their  own  homes.  This  was 
christened  “White  Ash”  and  was  recently  in¬ 
corporated  as  a  village,  the  population  of  which 
is  probably  three  hundred,  made  up  very  largely 
of  people  connected  with  the  mine.  There  are 
three  good  general  merchandise  stores,  post  office, 
etc.  While  the  company  built  several  houses  for 
the  accommodation  of  such  employes  as  pre¬ 
ferred  to  rent,  most  of  the  houses  in  the  town 
are  owned  by  the  miners  and  other  employes. 
While  the  town  has  already  grown  wonderfully 
fast,  it  is  likely  that  there  will  be  quite  a  boom, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  electric  car  line  running 
from  Marion  to  Spillerton  will,  in  the  immediate 
future,  be  extended  about  four  miles  to  Johnston 
City,  going  right  through  White  Ash.  The  im¬ 
mense  advantage  to  the  mine  in  having  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  its  employes  domiciled  in  their  own 
homes,  within  five  minutes’  walk  of  the  shaft, 
is  readily  apparent. 

The  company  markets  its  product  through  the 
firm  of  Hull  &  Go.,  wholesale  coal  and  coke, 
with  offices  in  the  Fisher  building,  Chicago,  Illi¬ 
nois,  which  has  been  its  selling  agent  almost 
from  the  beginning. 

The  management  of  the  company  is  hi  'Expe¬ 
rienced  and  safe  hands.  Mr.  Howard  Tracy,  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Hull  &  Co.,  is  the  presi¬ 
dent  ;  Mr.  C.  A.  Gent,  of  Marion,  is  the  vice- 
president  and  has  the  general  manageent  of  the 
office  at  the  mine;  Mr.  E.  H.  Irwin,  the  manager 
of  Hull  &  Co.,  at  Chicago,  is  the  secretary  and 
treasurer. 


Southern  Coal  and  Coke  A[otes. 

The  Central  Iron  &  Coal  Co.,  formerly  of  Tus¬ 
caloosa,  Ala.,  has  removed  its  general  offices  to 
Holt,  in  Tuscaloosa  county,  Ala. 

All  property  of  the  Smokeless  Coal  &  Mining 
Co.  at  Midland,  Ark.,  was  sold  at  receiver’s  sale, 
•August  twenty-fifth,  in  execution  of  a  judgment 
for  $59,500. 

A  number  of  improvements  are  being  made  at 
the  coal  mines  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  and 
new  and  up-to-date  machinery  is  being  installed 
for  operating  the  mines. 

The  Union  Zinc  &  Coal  Co.,  of  South  Dakota, 
has  opened  an  office  at  Marseilles,  III.,  and  has 
appointed  Reuben  W.  Willett,  of  Yellville.  Ark., 
as  agent  for  the  company  in  Arkansas. 

The  large  railroads  of  Kentucky  are  extend¬ 
ing  their  lines  into  the  coal  fields  in  the  moun¬ 
tain  region  of  that  state,  and  securing  property 
rights  on  all  available  territory  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood. 

The  Virginia  Iron,  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Radford, 
Va.,  is  enlarging  its  furnaces  at  that  point  and 
will  shortly  have  a  capacity  of  200  tons  instead 
of  150  tons.  Another  furnace  of  200  tons  ca¬ 
pacity  will  also  be  built. 

The  large  towboats  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co., 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  which  have  been  running  weekly 
during  the  summer,  have  been  discontinued  for 
the  present  season.  This  is  said  to  be  due  largely 
to  the  trouble  experienced  with  the  quarantine  at 
New  Orleans. 

A  sale  of  town  lots  is  taking  place  at  Car- 
bondale,  Tex.,  the  new  mining  town,  and  a  rail¬ 
road  line  has  been  constructed  to  the  site  of  the 
new  town.  Carbondale  is  in  the  center  of  the 
coal  district  of  Texas,  and  it  is  expected  that 
rapid  developrnent  will  take  place  at  the  mines, 
which  will  bring  a  number  of  miners  to  the 
scene  and  materially  increase  the  population  of 
the  town. 

The  Kentucky  railroad  commission,  during  its 
recent  session  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  ordered  a  re¬ 
duction  of  freight  rates  on  coal  over  the  Owens¬ 
boro  &  Nashville  division  of  the  Louisville  & 
Nashville  railroad.  The  new  rate  is  from  five 
to  thirty-five  cents  lower  than  the  old  rate.  The 
rate  to  Dunmore  is  sixty  cents  instead  of  sixty- 
five,  while  the  rate  to  Red  Oak,  Red  River  and 
Adairville  is  ninety  cents  instead  of  $1.20. 

New  Southern  Enterprises. 

Thomas  R.  Gordon,  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  R.  C. 
Ford,  of  Middlesboro,  will  form  a  company  to 
develop  2,000  acres  of  coal  lands  recently  pur¬ 
chased  near  Middlesboro,  Ky. 

The  Oklahoma  Fuel  Co.  was  recently  incorpo¬ 
rated  at  Oklahoma  City.  Okla.,  with  an  autlior- 
ized  capital  of  $200,000.  The  stockholders  are 
E.  P.  Young,  Oklahoma  City;  Harper  J.  Cun¬ 
ningham,  Guthrie ;  Bert  McFadden,  Oklahoma 
City. 

The  Piney  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  was  recently  in¬ 
corporated  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  with  an  author¬ 
ized  capital  of  $1,000,000,  for  the  purpose  of  min¬ 
ing  coal  and  manufacturing  coke.  The  incorpo¬ 
rators  are  W.  W.  Mucklow,  A.  W.  McDonald 
and  C.  W.  Morton. 

The  Flint  Hill  Mining  &  Lumber  Corporation 
was  recently  incorporated  at  Flint  Hill,  Va.,  with 
an  authorized  capital  of  $50,000.  The  incorpo¬ 
rators  are  A.  J.  Speers,  president,  Germantown, 
Pa. ;  F.  J.  Baral,  vice-president :  A.  C.  Young, 
secretary  and  treasurer,  both  of  Philadelphia. 

The  Southern  Dispatch  Coal  Co.  was  recently 
incorporated  at  Uniontowii,  Ky..  with  an  author¬ 
ized  capital  of  $150,000.  The  incorporators  are 
George  S.  Parker  and  Thomas  L.  Dehorcty,  .An¬ 
derson.  Ind. ;  Samuel  Harred  and  John  Thorn, 
of  Noblesville,  Ind.;  James  L.  Gavin,  Ihiiontown, 
Ky. 

The  Seaboard  Mining  Co.  was  recently  in¬ 
corporated  at  Birmingham.  .Ala.,  with  an  author¬ 
ized  capital  of  $15,000,  for  the  purpose  of  dev>-lop- 
ing  coal  lands.  The  officers  and  directors  of  ihi 
company  are  William  F.  Fort,  president ;  S. 
Joliansen,  vice-president;  E.  J.  L.  Rust,  seen - 
tary-treasurer ;  E.  Lee,  general  manager. 
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The  short  weight  coal  dealer  will  have  a  short  business  career. 

Hear  all  advice  that  may  be  tendered  to  you  in  reasonableness  and  sin¬ 
cerity;  then  act  upon  that  which  in  your  judgment  seems  best. 

On  starting  up  a  new  business  enterprise,  hope  and  work  for  the  best, 
prepare  for  the  worst  and  accept  with  good  grace  that  which  comes. 

1  HE  E.xsTERN  BITUMINOUS  coal  trade  is  beginning  to  show  indications  .if 
future  activity.  It  is  a  rule  which  is  seldom  violated  that  the  demand  for 
fuel  commences  in  the  east  before  it  does  in  the  west,  and  gradually  extends 
to  the  western  trade.  On  the  basis  of  this  rule,  the  outlook  for  the  future 
is  encouraging. 

Statistics  of  coal  moved  through  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  canal  up  to  Au¬ 
gust  first  show  that  the  tonnage  thus  far  this  year  is  considerably  less  than 
in  1904.  In  the  present  prosperity  of  the  west,  it  is  apparent,  can  be  found 
an  outlet  for  fuel  the  coming  winter  which  will  be  the  heaviest  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  northwest. 

Because  there  was  a  mild  winter  in  the  west  last  year,  and  coal  that 
was  stored  in  anticipation  of  a  good  demand  was  not  all  required,  is  not  a 
sign  that  the  .same  conditions  will  occur  during  the  next  six  months.  As  a 


matter  of  fact,  two  mild  winters  seldom  occur  in  succession.  The  western 
dealers  and  consumers  who  prepare  for  a  normal  consumption  of  coal  will 
find  themselves  in  the  best  position,  no  matter  what  the  temperature  may  be 
during  December,  January  and  February. 

Truth  Jlbout  the  Shot  Firers. 

Recently  1  he  Black  Dia.mond  pub'ished  some  of  the  inside  history  con¬ 
nected  with  the  negotiatioiLS  on  the  part  of  the  coal  operators  of  Illinois 
relative  to  the  shot  firers’  law.  Ihe  intelligent  reader  who  dissected  this 
information  will  be  better  informed  concerning  this  matter  than  ever  be¬ 
fore.  One  conclusion  must  be  obvious.  This  is  that  the  coal  miners  of 
the  state  of  Illinois  throughout  the  negotiations  maintained  an  attitude 
which  was  entirely  foreign  to  the  spirit  wdiich  should  have  actuated  them, 
riiey  were  so  arbitrary  in  their  position  that  they  would  not  yield  to  the 
extent  of  accepting  a  bill  which  would  have  been  satisfactory  to  both  the 
operators  and  miners  and  have  accomplished  better  the  same  purpose  as 
the  present  measure.  They  also  refused,  when  continually  pressed  to  do 
so,  to  incorporate  in  the  proposed  law  an  enacting  clause  making  it  effect¬ 
ive  following,  or  at  the  time,  of  the  expiration  of  the  present  wage  con¬ 

tract.  Had  they  accepted  this  clause  it  would  have  obviated  all  the  troubles 
that  have  recently  been  passed  through,  and  the  sentiment  toward  them 
on  the  part  of  the  operators  would  have  been  much  better  than  it  is  at 
present. 

1  hese  facts  seem  to  indicate  that  the  operators  have  many  grievances, 

which  originated  in  the  lack  of  tact  and  the  arbitrariness  of  the  miners. 

The  latter,  in  passing  this  obnoxious  measure,  rather  over-reached  them¬ 
selves.  While  we  do  not  speak  officially  for  the  operators  of  Illinois,  it 
must  be  evident  to  any  careful  thinker  that  the  miners  have  stored  up  for 
themselves  considerable  future  trouble.  They  can  not  expect  much  consid¬ 
eration  in  the  future,  if,  on  their  part,  they  never  show  any. 

Should  the  joint  agreement  ever  be  discarded  by  the  employers,  it  will 
be  due  to  just  such  acts  as  the  ones  to  which  we  have  referred.  The  joint 
agreement  can  only  exist  so  long  as  there  is’  a  “give  and  take”  policy  on 
both  sides.  The  employers  can  not  and  will  not  continue  to  do  all  the  giv¬ 
ing  and  the  miners  should  not  expect  that  they  will  have  a  monopoly  of 
all  the  benefits.  The  passage  of  the  shot  firers’  law,  considering  all  the 
incidents  connected '  with  it,  rather  indicates  that  the  miners  of  Illinois 
believe  the  joint  agreement  was  arranged  for  their  owm  emoluments  and 
for  those  of  no  one  else. 

As  we  have  said,  the  day  of  reckoning  is  yet  to  come.  The  longer 
it  is  postponed  the  more  serious  will  be  the  consequences.  Possibly  the 
operators  may  have  considerable  to  say  on  this  subject  the  first  of  next 
April.  They  will  if  they  determine  that  full  justice  shall  be  done.  At 
that  time  they  ought  never  to  sign  a  new  wage  agreement  until  the  in¬ 
equalities  in  the  cost  of  production  as  compared  with  Iowa  and  Indiana, 
resulting  from  the  passage  of  this  measure,  have  been  entirely  eliminated. 
The  shot  firers’  controversy  is  not  settled  by  any  means,  although  prob¬ 
ably  some  of  the  miners  think  it  is,  and '  if  they  do  not  think  so,  hope 
against  their  better  judgment  that  it  is  a  matter  of  past  history. 

The  Coal  Shippers’  Association. 

Chicago  shippers  of  coal  who  were  instrumental  in  forming  the  Coal 
Shippers’  Association  are  preparing  to  enlarge  the  sphere  of  activity  of  this 
organization.  There  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  efficacy  of  the  organization 
thus  far.  With  the  smallest  possible  amount  of  friction,  the  association  has 
been  instrumental  in  obtaining  for  shippers  of  coal  rights  and  privileges  to 
which  they  were  entitled.  The  policy  maintained  toward  the  transportation 
lines  has  not  been  one  of  antagonism.  It  has  been  considered  advisable,  from 
the  standpoint  of  the  shippers,  to  follow  a  policy  of  give  and  take  along  right 
lines.  Minor  officials  of  rail  lines  at  times  have  made  rules  and  maintained 
an  attitude  toward  the  patrons  of  the  road  which  resulted  in  a  violation  of 
the  rights  of  shippers.  The  efforts  of  the  organization  have  been  directed 
toward  correcting  these  evils  and  some  others  of  a  like  nature,  the  general 
result  being  that  a  better  understanding  has  been  reached  by  the  officials  of 
rail  lines  and  the  coal  shippers.  Each  has  a  greater  respect  for  the  rights 
of  the  other,  as  a  result  of  the  work  of  the  organization,  which,  means  that 
in  the  future  there  will  be  less  and  less  friction.  The  relationships  of  the 
railroads  and  coal  shippers  as  a  result  of  the  work  of  the  association  are 
on  broader  and  more  permanent  lines  than  ever  in  the  past.  This  being  the 
situation  on  that  point  one  feature  of  the  hardest  part  of  the  work  of  the 
organization  has  been  accomplished.  The  association  in  the  future,  so  far 
as  the  railroads  are  concerned,  necessarily  will  be  obliged  to  devote  itself 
largely  to  securing  a  continuance  of  these  conditions  and  to  taking  up  matters 
of  lesser  importance  as  they  arise  from  time  to  time. 

It  is  proposed,  however,  to  materially  widen  the  .scope  of  the  organi¬ 
zation  in  other  directions.  Between  shippers  of  coal  differences  arise  fre- 
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quently  over  the  settlement  of  accounts  and  claims.  Some  times  it  is  nec¬ 
essary  to  refer  these  to  the  courts  for  settlement.  It  is  proposed  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  broad  system  of  arbitration,  and  by  referring  such  matters  to  an 
arbitrator  or  arbitrators,  thoroughly  conversant  with  all  the  technicalities  of 
the  coal  business,  it  is  believed  greater  justice  will  prevail  in  adjudicating 
such  matters.  The  settlement  of  such  disputes  in  this  way,  however,  will 
be  purely  voluntary  on  the  part  of  the  interested  persons,  so  that  the  or¬ 
ganization  will  not  interefere  where  it  is  preferred  they  shall  be  settled  in 
any  other  manner. 

In  the  relations  of  the  shippers  to  retailers  there  are  many  fields  of  work 
open  to  the  association.  Some  retail  dealers,  and  they  are  comparatively 
few  in  number,  take  advantage  of  the  situation  to  cause  heavy  losses  to 
the  shippers.  These  dealers  lack  personal  responsibility  in  matters  of  busi¬ 
ness  honor  and  morality.  They  are  not  entitled  to  any  privileges  not 
granted  to  all  retailers,  but  they  usurp  rights  and  adopt  methods  because 
they  think  they  can.  The  association  can  accomplish  a  good  work  by  curb¬ 
ing  the  few  dealers  who  do  these  things. 

In  the  matter  of  credits  there  is  another  field  for  labor  for  the  organiza¬ 
tion.  Coal  credits  are  much  safer  than  those  in  some  other  lines  of  business, 
but  there  are  those  who  take  advantage  of  this  very  fact  and  secure  credit 
when  they  are  insolvent  or  expect  to  defraud.  The  association  can  increase 
its  scope  so  that  it  will  be  an  effective  check  on  operations  of  this  character. 

Many  other  matters  of  much  importance  can  be  included  in  the  work 
of  the  association.  It  is  hoped  to  increase  the  organization  to  such  an  extent 
that  no  western  coal  shipper  can  afford  not  to  be  a  member.  By  including 
many  other  lines  of  work,  its  efficiency  will  be  most  materially  increased  over 
what  has  been  accomplished  in  the  past.  One  of  the  efforts  of  those  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  organization  will  be  to  secure  every  shipper  in  Chicago,  Illinois 
and  Indiana  as  a  member.  If  this  can  be  done,  the  burden  of  expense 
will  be  nominal  to  each  member,  while  the  work  of  the  organization 
can  be  greatly  augmented.  There  is  no  reason  why  shippers  should  not  be 
identified  with  the  organization.  They  will  be  the  principal  losers  if  they  are 
not,  although  in  a  measure  all  the  members  of  the  industry  will  be  affected 
by  any  lack  of  interest  on  tbe  part  of  any  one  shipper.  If  you  are  not 
already  a  member  of  this  association,  you  should  become  identified  with  it 
at  once.  Personally  you  will  sustain  a  loss  through  failure  to  become  a 
member,  and  if  you  fail  to  realize  this  perhaps  the  argument  that  the  com¬ 
mon  good  of  the  whole  coal  trade  demands  your  membership  will  show  you 
the  vital  import  of  becoming  a  member. 

Worship  of  the  Golden  Calf. 

An  observer  of  the  American  world  of  business  and  at  that  part  of 
American  business  devoted  to  the  publication  of  news  and  molding  of 
opinion,  might  well  reason  that  the  attitude  of  certain  men,  who,  if  the 
press  is  to  be  believed,  attribute  their  possession  of  millions  and  their 
large  shar5  of  this  world’s  goods  to  the  intervention  of  God,  is  due  to  the 
work  of  these  same  newspapers,  and  not  all  of  them  are  of  the  yellow 
variety  either.  For  years  the  magazines,  newspapers  and  periodicals  of  every 
kind  have  been  holding  up  for  our  worship  the  lives  of  men  whose  only 
claim  to  fame  is  that  they  have  accumulated  so  many  millions  of  dollars. 
Their  lives  have  been  held  up  to  us  as  a  model,  and  the  whole  tone  of  this 
hue  and  cry,  the  underlying  thought  in  it  all  has  been,  “Get  rich,  young 
American,  and  get  your  riches  in  dollars  and  do  it  as  quick  as  you  can.’’  It 
is  undoubtedly  a  fact  that  many  of  our  rich  men  are  great  or  have  in  them 
some  of  the  elements  of  greatness ;  but  to  say  that  their  dollars  made  them 
great  or  that  they  are  great  because  they  have  been  unusually  successful  in 
the  accumulation  of  those  dollars  is  foolish  and  wrong,  and.  if  every  young 
man  was  to  follow  out  this  line  of  thought  the  future  of  this  great  country 
of  ours  might  be  despaired  of. 

Take  any  of  the  younger  men  in  business,  the  kind  of  young  men  who 
are  coming  up  daily  from  the  ranks,  and  according  to  the  periodical  world 
the  heighth  of  their  ambition  should  be  to  gather  in  as  much  gold  as  possible 
before  they  pass  into  the  great  beyond.  One  paper  covertly  advises  the 
young  man  to  marry  money,  another  gives  in  elaborate  detail  a  plan  for 
keeping  up  the  appearance  of  wealth  on  an  insignificant  salary,  and  mean¬ 
while  the  wise  men  of  the  business  world,  the  old  chaps  back  in  the  inner 
office,  who  know  life  and  have  been  through  the  mill  are  silent.  They  don’t 
write  for  the  magazines,  they  are  not  pointed  out  to  us  as  they  pass  down 
the  street;  their  lives  are  not  painted  in  colors  of  a  rainbow  hue  and  we 
begin  to  wonder  if  every  man  who  is  not  a  millionaire  isn’t  more  or  less  of 
a  failure — and  that  he  is  keeping  still  because  he  is  aware  of  the  fact  that  he 
is  a  failure — that  the  man  who  likes  his  work  better  than  the  money  he  gets 
for  doing  that  work  is  old  fashioned  and  out  of  date.  Suppose  our  young 
men  follows  out  this  idea  that  all  the  American  world  is  talking  of,  suppose 
he  dreams  of  nothing  but.  money  and  money  power,  suppose  he  gives  to  the 
acquiring  of  gold  all  the  bravery  and  energy  of  his  nature,  suppose  he  mar¬ 


ries  a  woman  whose  only  recommendation  is  the  old  man’s  millions,  do  you 
thiidv  he  will  get  much  enjoyment  out  of  life  in  his  younger  years,  and  what 
a  disappointing  time  he  will  have  after  he  gets  on  the  shady  side  of  fifty, 
when  man’s  chief  enjoyment  lies  in  thinking  of  the  past.  One  peep  into  the 
heart  of  an  old  gray  haired  business  man  will  do  more  to  encourage  a  young 
man  in  h's  work  and  keep  bim  true  and  clean  than  all  the  biographies  of 
coal  and  steel  made  millionaires  that  ever  were  published,  and  the  glow 
such  confidence  sends  through  a  man  is  never  weakened  when  it  reveals  to 
him  that  sometimes  even  the  rich  and  successful  would  be  glad  of  the  chance 
to  trado  half  their  millions  if  they  could  but  experience  the  joys  a  hungry 
and  healthy  man  experiences  from  eating  one  square  meal. 

'Delivering  Coal  Afoiselessly, 

Teachers  of  the  ethics  and  principles  of  modern  business  seek,  first  of 
all,  to  try  and  teach  their  clients  to  think.  They  realize  that  if  they  can  lead 
a  merchant  to  do  his  own  thinking  and  induce  him  to  such  concentration  of 
thought  that  he  will  conceive  original  business  ideas  the  battle  has  been  more 
than  half  won  in  his  favor.  After  having  departed  from  the  conventionali¬ 
ties  of  business  to  the  extent  of  grasping  opportunities  when  they  are  pre¬ 
sented  and  meeting  them  according  to  conditions  as  they  occur,  because  he  is 
a  resourceful  thinker,  the  merchant  will  soon  realize  that  he  occupies  a 
position  of  independence  which  is  a  stimulus  to  further  mental  exertions 
along  the  same  line. 

An  incident  emphasizing  the  value  of  independent  thought  and  action  is 
related  in  connection  with  the  retail  coal  business.  A  coal  merchant  in  an 
eastern  city  was  complaining  bitterly  of  the  dullness  of  business.  Following 
a  forenoon  during  which  he  did  not  book  an  order,  he  returned  home  for 
dinner  only  to  find  that  his  wife  had  a  side-splitting  headache.  When  ques¬ 
tioned  concerning  her  trouble  she  explained  that  a  neighbor  had  been  get¬ 
ting  in  his  coal  and  the  noise  incident  to;  the  black  diamonds  rattling  down 
the  chute  had  driven  her  nearly  crazy. 

Following  dinner  the  merchant  returned  to  his  office  with  the  incident 
fresh  in  his  mind.  He  began  to  study  the  problem  and  decided  that  in  very 
many  cases  the  noise  attendant  upon  the  old  method  of  delivering  coal  was 
a  nuisance  which  would  be  avoided  by  the  consumer,  if  possible,  even  at 
a  slightly  added  expense.  The  more  he  thought  on  the  problem  the  more 
interested  he  became.  The  result  was  that  he  decided  to  deliver  coal  m 
sacks  to  avoid  both  the  noise  and  the  dirt.  He  tried  this  plan,  and  it 
sprung  into  immediate  favor.  Some  of  the  old  fogy  merchants  in  the  town 
probably  would  not  accept  this  plan,  but  this  did  not  hinder  him  from  adopt¬ 
ing  it  and  making  a  success  of  the  new  idea.  That  it  was  practical  is  demon¬ 
strated  by  the  universal  extent  to  which  coal  is  now  delivered  noiselessly 
in  bags. 

This  illustrates  the  value  of  thought  in  business  as  well  as  the  necessity 
of  being  willing  to  adopt  new  ideas  when  they  appeal  to  the  merchant  as 
practical.  The  independent  thinker  in  this  instance  not  only  helped  himself, 
but  he  helped  the  whole  community.  There  are  many  occasions  where  the 
delivery  of  coal  noiselessly  is  almost  necessary — where  there  is  sickness  or 
where  nerves  are  to  be  considered. 

We  all  must  live,  according  to  the  best  light  we  have,  to  do  as  much 
good  as  we  can.  We  can  never  fulfill  our  full  purpose  in  life  if  we  do  not 
think.  Whether  we  be  merchant  or  preacher,  tailor  or  teamster,  lawyer  or 
miner,  we  are  not  doing  the  best  that  we  can  if  we  neglect  to  use  our 
brains.  As  merchants  our  future  will  be  commonplace  and  colorless  if  wc 
do  not  think,  and  our  success  will  be  of  the  sanie  quality.  If  we  think,  we 
can  gain  a  place  above  the  common  herd,  both  financially  and  morally,  which 
constitutes  the  highest  degree  of  success.  Thought  is  the  great  lever  that 
moves  things  in  the  business  world  today. 

The  Diamond  Coal  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  recently  purchased  the  property 
of  the  Brilliant  Coal  Co.,  Brilliant,  Ohio,  the  consideration  being  $3,000. 
The  new  company  is  about  to  purchase  the  large  coal  property  of  ex-Senator 
and  Mrs.  W.  A.  Tarr,  Wellsburg,  W.  Va.,  also.  The  latter  consists  of  1,284 
acres  of  valuable  land  underlaid  with  the  No.  6  vein. 

The  anthracite  tonnage  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.. 
Philadelphia,  for  the  month  of  July  was  913,366  tons,  a  defrease  of  5,035 
tons  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  month  in  1904.  This  slight  de¬ 
crease  is  due  in  a  measure  to  the  suspension  of  activity  at  the  mines  in  order 
to  keep  down  the  rapid  accumulation  of  the  steam  sizes. 

It  is  reported  that  five  large  coal  mines  in  the  Indian  territory  will  form 
a  merger  for  the  development  of  the  coal  fields  in  that  district.  Several 
railroads  arc  interested  in  these  coal  mines  and  at  present,  it  is  reported,  a 
strong  effort  is  being  made  by  at  least  two  of  them,  the  M.,  K.  &  T.  and  the 
Rock  Island-Frisco  system,  to  gain  possession  of  these  valuable  lands. 
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Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  August  24. 

There  is  no  perceptible  change  in  anthra¬ 
cite  market  conditions  from  those  prevailing 
for  several  weeks  past,  and  trade  generally  is  quite 
listless.  The  business  usual  at  this  season  is 
moving  forward  and  in  some  instances  a  few  more 
orders  are  received  by  shippers  which  increase 
the  tonnage.  However,  this  is  slight  in  compar¬ 
ison  with  the  greater  activity  at  other  seasons. 
These  orders  coming  in  are  of  small  proportions, 
aggregating  but  a  limited  tonnage,  and  since  the 
source  from  which  they  come  is  known  not  to  be 
heavily  stocked,  the  business  being  accompanied 
by  more  inquiry,  has  given  the  impression  that 
an  improvement  may  be  expected  almost  any  day. 
The  apparent  dull  condition  in  the  trade  is  seem¬ 
ingly  accentuated  by  the  general  lethargy  which 
always  prevails  at  this  time,  not  alone  in  busi¬ 
ness  but  individually  with  each  interest,  and  the 
fact  is  developed  by  comparison  with  former  years. 
July  with  most  interests  showed  larger  ship¬ 
ments  this  year  than  for  the  corresponding 
period  in  the  past,  and  this  is  also  true  of  August 
up  to  the  present  time,  which  promises  even  bet¬ 
ter  things  before  the  end  of  the  month.  Barges 
are  loaded  on  the  arrival  of  coal  at  tidewater 
ports,  for  which  there  may  be  no  orders  in  hand, 
but  the  offer  being  made  to  possible  buyers,  it 
is  usually  accepted  where  storage  room  is  availa¬ 
ble,  thus  avoiding  a  large  percentage  of  the  coal 
that  was  thought  would  go  into  storage  to  be  ab¬ 
sorbed  in  the  market.  There  is  also  some  busi¬ 
ness  developing  with  such  trade  as  desires  to  take 
advantage  of  the  last  ten  cent  discount  and  in 
some  cases  orders  are  being  placed  to  have  this 
coal  forwarded  in  the  last  days  of  the  month, 
evidently  with  a  view  of  reducing  stocks  as  much 
as  possible  before  taking  on  m-w  supplies.  All¬ 
rail  shipments  to  New  England  points  are  prob¬ 
ably  in  greatest  demand  by  comparison  to  other 
localities,  and  are  more  regular  in  their  require¬ 
ments,  consequently  giving  most  relief  on  the  cur¬ 
rent  tonnage  moving.  The  production  of  anthra¬ 
cite  coal  so  far  this  month  has  been  larger  than 
that  in  July,  though  it  is  expected  that  some 
restrictions  will  be  made  the  latter  part  of  August 
and  possibly  September.  This  may,  however,  not 
be  necessary,  as  the  production  will  be  regulated 
entirely  to  the  requirements  of  the  market,  which 
is  likely  to  show  a  very  material  increase  early 


in  September,  indeed,  may  be  sufficient  to  absorb 
what  coal  is  being  produced,  in  which  event  the 
present  basis  of  mining  will  continue.  Another 
feature  deserving  attention  is  that  stocks  of  the 
domestic  sizes  are  not  larger  than  they  were  a 
year  ago  at  this  time,  and  with  the  anticipated 
earlier  demand  this  year,  there  will  be  no  excess 
coal  beyond  the  current  requirements,  not  to 
mention  the  possibilities  of  storing  an  increased 
tonnage  for  next  spring.  With  active  shipments 
again  under  way,  the  question  of  cars  and  trans¬ 
portation  must  be  considered  in  the  movement  of 
coal  as  heavy  traffic  on  all  lines,  especially  from 
the  west,  is  always  a  factor  in  affecting  the  situa¬ 
tion,  and  delaying  business  accordingly.  While 
no  evidence  of  this  has  been  manifest  as  yet, 
there  are  indications  of  greater  stringency  on 
some  lines,  which  on  any  further  provocation 
might  develop  more  serious  conditions.  Trade 
eastward  is  dull,  and  few  orders  are  received 
from  that  market.  It  is  reported  to  be  filled  up 
to  its  capacity,  and  consumption  must  first  set  in 
before  any  improvement  can  be  looked  for  from 
that  locality.  This  also  applies  to  the  New  York 
city  and  local  trade,  though  this  business  shows 
a  larger  tonnage  needed  in  its  daily  requirements, 
which  is  of  a  more  regular  character  by  reason  of 
it  being  largely  for  steam  purposes. 

Seaboard  Trade  Improves. 

The  slight  improvement  of  a  week  ago  noted 
in  the  Atlantic  seaboard  soft  coal  trade,  contin¬ 
ues  and  gives  promise  of  further  increase  in  the 
near  future.  For  the  season  of  the  year  the  out¬ 
look  is  considered  very  good,  the  early  period 
showing  more  activity  than  during  previous  years, 
when  trade  is  unusually  dull.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  but  that  the  southern  coals  are  doing  an 
active  business,  shipments  being  heavier  than-last 
year  at  this  time.  The  Pennsylvania  shippers 
are  thought  to  be  more  fully  contracted  than  a 
year  ago,  and  therefore  are  moving  this  staple 
class  of  tonnage  more  freely.  The  transient  trade 
on  this  coal  is  not  so  active,  and  orders  are  light. 
Transportation  on  all  the  roads  seems  to  be  some¬ 
what  affected,  and  with  the  heavy  crops  com¬ 
mencing  to  move,  causing  an  increased  demand 
for  car  supply  from  this  source,  it  is  believed 
that  some  stringency  can  be  looked  for  later, 
when  the  activities  in  coal  and  its  shipments  in¬ 
crease.  The  general  trend  of  the  trade  is  on 
better  lines  and  a  more  hopeful  outlook  is  ap¬ 


parent.  Consumers  are  endeavoring  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  low  ocean  freights  prevailing, 
and  most  of  the  vessels  have  been  taken  up, 
leaving  rather  a  bare  vessel  market.  However, 
there  are  daily  arrivals  noted  at  the  different 
ports,  which  may  permit  of  the  desired  charters 
being  made.  The  low  rates  of  freight  that  have 
maintained  during  the  summer  have  been  at  about 
cost  and  some  vessels  have  sailed  light  rather 
than  accept  the  lowest  figures  quoted,  contending 
they  would  save  money  in  that  way.  Accordingly 
an  advance  in  freights  quoted  at  this  time  does 
not  appear  to  be  out  of  place  or  exoibitant,  it 
being  inclined  to  give  an  increased  vessel  ton¬ 
nage  to  provide  for  the  coal  arriving.  The  fact 
of  the  advance  being  general,  consumers  are  ac¬ 
cepting  the  situation  with  fairly  good  grace. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  continues  to  receive  a 
considerable  amount  of  tonnage,  yet  consumers 
are  dilatory  in  placing  orders,  except  to  shoal 
water  and  out  of  the  way  ports,  though  orders 
are  forthcoming  in  sufficient  quantity  to  take  care 
of  the  coal  reaching  tide.  These  orders  are  prin¬ 
cipally  on  contract  business,  though  a  few  tran¬ 
sient  ones  are  noted  here  and  there  from  this 
locality.  Along  the  sound  business  is  inclined  t„, 
be  irregular.  At  short  intervals  there  is  a  sur¬ 
plus  of  orders  placed  in  shippers’  hands,  but  as 
.soon  as  vessels  are  chartered  to  provide  for  de¬ 
livery  of  same,  the  supply  of  orders  immediately 
drops  off  to  a  minimum.  This  district  has  the 
advantage  of  very  low  barge  rates  from  New 
York  shipping  ports,  quotations  ranging  to  the 
nearby  sound  ports  at  as  low  as  thirty  to  thirty- 
five  cents.  New  York  harbor  trade  is  quiet,  but  the 
tone  is  slightly  better,  prices  also  having  ad¬ 
vanced  a  little  from  the  extremely  low  figures  of 
recent  date.  All-rail  business  remains  unchanged 
to  any  extent.  A  fair  business  is  being  done  and 
at  good  average  prices.  Car  supply  is  not  up  to 
all  demands,  and  with  the  expected  increase  in 
demand  from  other  sources  for  cars,  the  usual  fall 
car  shortage  is  expected  to  be  due  before  long. 
Transportation  is  slower  than  it  was.  The  coast¬ 
wise  vessel  market  shows  a  shortage  of  craft, 
yet  is  in  better  supply  than  it  was.  We  quote 
current  rates  of  freight  from  Philadelphia  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Boston,  Salem  and  Portland,  65@70;  to 
the  sound,  55c;  Portsmouth,  70c;  Lynn,  85c; 
Newburyport  and  Camden,  80c;  Saco  and  Gardi¬ 
ner,  90c  and  towages;  Bath,  75c.  New  York 
harbor  rates  are  50@55c  to  points  around  the 
cape. 


Market  J^ews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  August  25. —  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.)— While  there  has  been  no  appreciable 
change  in  the  anthracite  situation  since  last  writ¬ 
ing,  local  sales  agents  are  beginning  to  prepare 
for  a  resumption  of  business  which  they  are  now 
confident  will  again  be  in  full  swing  by  Septem¬ 
ber  first.  Jn  fact,  the  tone  of  the  outside  mar¬ 
ket  is  a  bit  stronger  and  a  few  new  orders  are 
now  coming  in.  Indications  of  returning  activity 
are  being  fast  felt  by  the  lake  shippers.  It  is 
reported  from  the  west  that  orders  are  being 
received  at  the  storage  docks  of  the  big  railroad 
companies  for  forwarding.  This,  of  course, 
means  that  the  already  congested  condition  of 
these  western  docks  will  be  relieved  and  more 
room  provided  for  the  reception  of  coal  from  the 
east.  Companies  like  the  Lehigh  Valley,  Lacka¬ 
wanna  and  Erie  have  been  shipping  large  quan¬ 
tities  of  anthracite,  storing  it  upon  their  own 
docks  at  the  upper  lake  ports,  and  available  stor¬ 
age  room  had  been  well  taken  up.  We  can  ex¬ 
pect  an  increase  in  lake  forwarding  with  the 
movement  of  this  storage  coal  under  way. 

Coal  clearances  from  the  port  of  Buffalo  for 
the  past  seyen  days  amounted  to  72,400  tons,  the 
amount  being  distributed  as  follows :  Chicago, 
44,200;  Milwaukee,  7,500;  Duluth,  1,600;  Glad¬ 
stone,  3,000;  Port  Colborn,  600;  Marmette,  1,050; 
Menominee,  800;  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  2,850;  Supe¬ 
rior,  7,300;  Sheboygan,  3,500  tons.  It  will  again 
be  observed  that  Chicago  receives  considerably 


more  tonnage  than  all  the  other  ports  combined. 
Another  feature  of  the  week’s  shipments  was 
the  very  small  amount  sent  to  Lake  Superior. 

P.  Reiss,  of  the  Reiss  Coal  Co.,  Sheboygan, 
Mich.,  was  calling  among  friends  in  Buffalo  this 
week. 

Some  trouble  is  being  experienced  by  the  Erie 
Co.  with  the  car  handlers  employed  at  the  tres¬ 
tles,  and  as  a  result  the  complete  force  numbering 
some  twenty  men  are  on  strike  and  Williams  & 
Peters  are  seeking  to  fill  their  places  with  non¬ 
union  laborers.  It  appears  that  the  car  handlers 
made  a  demand  which  would  mean  a  practical 
advance  of  twenty  per  cent  in  wages.  The  de¬ 
mand  is  for  $60  a  month  of  twenty-six  working 
days,  with  time  and  one-half  for  overtime,  and 
double  time  for  Sundays  and  holidays.  When 
the  increase  was  refused  the  men  promptly  struck. 
The  company  believes  it  will  have  no  great  trou¬ 
ble  in  filling  their  places.  Similar  trouble  has 
been  experienced  by  the  Lackawanna.  New  help 
has  been  secured  and  work  has  suffered  but  little 
from  the  men’s  action. 

A  New  Storage  Plant. 

Williams  &  Peters  have  been  constructing  a 
new  storage  plant  adjacent  to  their  old  trestle 
and  expect  to  put  in  stock  from  50,000  to  75,000 
tons  of  coal  in  addition  to  their  previous  supply. 
There  is  some  speculation  as  to  the  causes  which 
have  led  to  this  enlargement  and  the  pessimis¬ 
tic  imagine  they  see  in  it  a  preparation  for  possi¬ 


ble  danger  from  strike  troubles.  This,  however, 
is  denied,  increased  demand  for  the  Erie  anthra¬ 
cite  being  given  as  the  real  cause.  It  is  a  well 
known  fact  that  during  the  big  strike  of  three 
years  ago,  Williams  &  Peters  were  the  only  deal¬ 
ers  who  were  prepared  for  the  emergency,  and 
they  proved  genuine  benefactors  to  the  consum¬ 
ers  in  this  section.  Thousands  of  tons  of  coal 
was  supplied  by  these  far  sighted  dealers  to  the 
retail  trade  and  this  distribution  not  only  re¬ 
lieved  the  necessities  of  many  a  householder, 
but  proved  a  big  advertisement  for  the  company 
as  well.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
if  present  strike  rumors  should  prove  well  found¬ 
ed,  that  the  Erie  will  be  in  the  front  with  a  coal 
supply  and  that  Buffalo  will  be  able  to  keep  warm, 
no  matter  how  destitute  of  fuel  other  sections  of 
the  country  may  chance  to  be.  The  new  stock 
piles  are  located  at  East  Buffalo. 

Continued  improvement  is  reported  in  the  bitu¬ 
minous  trade.  Mines  in  the  Allegheny  Valley 
district  are  working  five  days  a  week.  A  shortage 
of  the  car  supply,  especially  in  gondolas  and  flat 
bottomed  cars,  is  being  materially  felt.  The 
great  demand  of  iron  mills  and  other  manufac¬ 
turing  enterprises  along  the  Allegheny  Valley 
railroad  for  flat  bottom  cars  has  proven  a  great 
drawback  to  all  the  mines  in  that  section  and  in 
the  Pittsburg  district.  Operators  who  have 
struggled  along  since  April  first  to  keep  their 
mines  running,  even  selling  coal  at  a  loss  to  do  so. 
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are  now  compelled  to  work  half  time  and  in  some 
instances  to  shut  down  altogether  now  when 
trade  in  the  bituminoivs  line  is  improving  to 
something  like  living  conditions. 

Slack  continues  in  great  demand  and  an  extreme 
scarcity  is  being  reported,  both  Allegheny  Valley 
and  Pittsburg  being  quoted  at  from  sixty  to 
seventy-five  cents  at  the  mines.  Dealers  assert 
that  there  is  every  indication  that  the  shortage 
will  become  serious  during  the  coming  winter, 
as  the  demand  is  constantly  increasing  while  the 
supply  is  decreasing  with  equal  rapidity.  Those 
who  are  close  to  the  situation  declare  that  within 
two  years  slack  will  command  the  same  price 
as  mine-run. 

Col.  J.  H.  Horton,  the  veteran  northern  sales 
agent  of  the  Lehigh  Valley,  is  -enjoying  a  well 
earned  vacation  with  his  family  at  Shelldrake  on 
Lake  Cayuga,  near  Ithaca,  h’s  former  home.  If 
there  is  any  man  deserves  a  breathing  spell,  away 
from  the  cares  of  business,  it  is  the  genial  Colo¬ 
nel,  and  his  many  friends  hope  to  see  him  come 
back  with  renewed  vigor  to  grapple  with  the 
strenuosity  of  the  winter  campaign. 

Compliments  for  the  excellent  reproduction  of 
the  Buffalo  coal  men  on  their  annual  outing  which 
appeared  in  the  last  issue  of  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond,  have  been  lavish.  Although  the  figures 
were  comparatively  small,  every  face  was  easily 
recognized. 

In  special  term  of  supreme  court.  Justice  White 
has  made  permanent  an  injunction  restraining 
the  Pennsylvania  railroad  and  its  employes  from 
interfering  with  the  right  of  way  obtained  from 
the  city  of  Olean  by  the  Pittsburg,  Shawmut  & 
Northern  to  lay  a  switch  in  that  city.  It  is  sup¬ 
posed  that  the  securing  of  this  right  of  way  is  one 
of  the  preliminary  steps  of  the  P.  S.  &  U.  toward 
extending  its  line  to  Buffalo  and  Lake  Ontario, 
giving  it  a  northern  outlet  for  its  coal  output. 

Local  retail  trade  is  still  confined  to  a  few 
small  orders.  Dealers  who  have  been  taking  their 
vacations  during  the  slaek  season  are  now  re¬ 
turning  home  and  are  preparing  for  a  good  fall 
trade. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Aug.  25.— {Special  corre¬ 
spondence.) — No  new  developments  have  oc¬ 
curred  in  the  hard  coal  market  during  the  past 
week,  and  trade  generally  continues  unchanged 
from  the  quiescent  condition  that  has  maintained 
recently.  Possibly  a  few  more  orders  are  available 
for  shipment  than  there  has  been,  developing  in 
certain  localities  where  supplies'  have  been  re¬ 
duced  by  consumption,  while  the  last  discount  of 
ten  cents  per  ton  is  also  being  taken  advantage 
of  where  dealers  have  storage  room  to  place  it. 
This  is  giving  shippers  just  enough  orders  to 
provide  for  the  current  movement  of  coal  that  is 
consigned  to  this  territory,  and  has  the  tendency 
to  uphold  the  market  on  a  steady  basis  until  such 
time  as  greater  activity  will  attain.  The  pro¬ 
duction  at  the  mines  is  reduced  by  conditions 
usual  at  this  season,  when  operations  are  closed 
down  for  certain  periods  to  allow  of  necessary 
repairs  and  changes  to  be  made  in  order  to  keep 
up  the  capacity  of  the  collieries  for  normal  times. 
This  being  also  augmented  by  the  slower  move¬ 
ment  of  coal  by  remaining  longer  in  cars,  reducing 
the  supply  of  empties  at  the  mines  quite  percep¬ 
tibly  on  certain  days,  causing  not  only  shorter 
working  days,  but  in  instances  the  closing  down 
of  the  colliery  so  affected.  Shipments  to  Eastern 
coastwise  ports  are  comparatively  light  at  the 
moment,  though  enough  orders  appear  to  be  reach¬ 
ing  producers  to  make  regular  delivery  with  the 
barge  supply  available;  some  of  these  bottoms 
now  being  used  for  soft  coal.  At  retail  a  little 
more  business  is  reported  coming  from  tardy 
buyers  and  those  returning  from  vacations,  which 
is  anticipated  will  show  an  increase  in  a  week 
or  two. 

There  is  continued  improvement  in  the  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  trade,  and  while  not  of  a  pronounced 
character  is  sufficient  to  give  the  market  a  better 
tone  and  establish  more  regular  prices  on  the 
business  transacted.  Indeed,  the  upward  trend 
has  made  producers  decidedly  more  conservative 
in  the  accepting  of  new  business,  having  in  mind 
the  car  and  transportation  stringency  which  pre¬ 
vailed  last  year,  following,  the  first  of  September, 
and  in  consequence  are  not  inclined  to  increase 
their  obligations  for  shipment  beyond  that  period, 


having  enough  tonnage  closed  on  contract  to 
absorb  their  entire  production  with  what  facilities 
are  likely  to  be  had.  Some  shippers  claiming  that 
cars  are  already  short  of  requirements,  and  the 
transportation  of  coal  is  much  slower,  which,  as 
seen,  can  not  improve  materially  with  the  heavier 
freight  traffic  now  upon  the  roads  that  is  likely 
to  increase  as  the  season  advances  and  weather 
conditions  interfere.  Prices  for  current  shipment 
are  in  some  cases  still  down  to  90c  to  $1.00  at  the 
mines,  but  this  on  the  poor  grades  of  coal,  the 
better  varieties  holding  up  to  $1.10  and  $1.15,  and 
the  figures  are  increased  about  10  cents  where  de¬ 
livery  is  wanted  after  the  first  of  the  month.  Ship¬ 
ment  to  tide  is  improved,  and  that  market  is  less 
affected  by  an  accumulation  of  coal  than  for  some 
time.  All  rail  trade  is  picking  up  nicely,  and  bet¬ 
ter  things  are  looked  for  in  this  direction  shortly. 
The  coastwise  -vessel  market  is  inclined  to  be 
short  of  available  craft,  by  reason  of  the  attrac¬ 
tive  freight  rates.  We  quote  as  follows  :  Boston, 
Salem  and  Portland,  65c  to  70c;  sound  points, 
55c  ;  Portsmouth,  70c  ;  Lynn,  85c  ;  Newburyport, 
80 ;  Bath,  75 ;  Saco  and  Gardiner,  90c  and  towages. 


The  ^ew  England  Trade. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Aug.  25.— {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence). — Anthracite  coal  at  wholesale,  in  this 
locality,  is  decidedly  quiet,  and  the  amount  of 
business  transacted  seems  to  be  at  a  minimum,  even 
for  this  period  of  the  year.  The  reports,  which 
seem  to  be  general  with  dealers,  are  to  the  effect 
that  they  are  entirely  filled  up  with  coal,  placing 
an  embargo  upon  them  as  to  further  purchases 
at  this  time,  and  the  fact  that  but  little  of  this 
supply  is  moving  out  to  consumers’  bins,  making 
things'  temporarily  very  dull.  An  early  improve¬ 
ment  is,  however,  looked  for  in  this  trade,  as  the 
public  has  not  bought  as  freely  this  year  as  they 
have  been  accustomed  to,  and  with  their  return  to 
winter  quarters,  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
demand  is  anticipated.  The  New  England  all 
rail  business  is  said  to  be  slightly  improved, 
though  is  not  pronounced  in  the  aggregate  ton¬ 
nage  received,  orders  being  generally  small.  This 
additional  business,  coming  at  this  time,  is  appre¬ 
ciated,  as  it  helps  shippers  in  the  distribution  of 
the  coal  from  the  mines,  with  which  they  have  to 
contend  daily  and  look  upon  it  as  a  good  omen 
for  better  things  in  the  near  future.  Trade  local 
to  Long  Island  Sound  is  comparatively  quiet, 
though  more  inquiry  is  shown  and  dealers  are  pre¬ 
paring  for  a  heavy  demand  later  on.  That  ship¬ 
ments  to  these  ports  is  likely  to  evidence  an  in¬ 
crease  in  tonnage,  when  activity  sets  in,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  improvement  being  made  in  the  dis¬ 
charging  facilities  at  them  by  the  New  Haven 
Railroad,  which  may  divert  some  of  the  all  rail 
tonnage  recently  shipped  direct  to  tidewater  points. 
The  retail  trade  is  unimportant  on  the  whole,  and 
the  few.  orders  developing  are  not  sufficient  to 
affect  the  situation  to  any  extent. 

Bituminous  Market  Improves. 

The  bituminous  coal  market,  while  quiet  as  to 
new  business  is  receiving  fairly  regular  shipments 
on  contract  for  future  requirements.  The  shoal 
water  and  out  of  the  way  points  are  the  more 
active  of  the  different  districts  at  this  time,  call¬ 
ing  for  delivery  up  to  what  can  be  sent  them 
with  the  suitable  vessels  available  for  this  purpose. 
There  is  seemingly  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  con¬ 
sumers  so  located  to  get  forward  fairly  large  sup¬ 
plies  while  ocean  freights  remain  at  the  lower 
figures  of  the  year,  as  also  to  avoid  paying  the 
advanced  price  on  coal  October  first,  to  as  great  an 
extent  as  possible,  which,  in  a  measure,  i.s  true  of 
the  trade  generally,  though  the  open  winter  ports 
are  possibly  less  urgent  in  their  request.  The 
shortage  of  vessels  at  the  lower  ports,  a  week  ago 
delaying  charters,  are  now  in  better  supply  and 
shipments  made  to  this  territory  are  moving  more 
freely.  The  chief  demand  being  principally  on 
rhe  higher  grades  of  coal,  demanding  schedule 
prices,  as  it  is  realized  that  these  coals  will  main¬ 
tain  the  same  figures  throughout  the  year,  whereas 
this  is  true  of  the  standard  varieties,  the  poorer 
coals  are  not  only  in  less  demand  on  contract,  but 
transient  trade  as  well,  making  prices  compara¬ 
tively  lower  on  them.  About  $2.70  to  $2.85  along 
side  here  being  the  figures  at  which  cargoes  of 
the  lower  grades  are  being  offered.  The  prices 
at  Norfolk  and  Newport  News  are  $2.50  f.  o.  b. 
the  shipping  ports;  Baltimore,  $2.68  on  Georges 


Creek  coals  and  $2.75  at  Philadelphia.  The  vessel 
market  is  firmer,  with  vessels  scarce  and  in  de¬ 
mand.  Tlie  lower  ports  quote  6.'j@70c  to  points 
around  the  cape,  while  New  York  rates  are 
.■)0(q)55c. 


The  Baltimore  Shipping  Trade. 

Baltimore,  Aug.  23. — {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.)— Rnmors  that  a  deal  is  on  for  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  the  Merchants’  Coal  Co.  are  denied  by 
officials  of  that  company.  These  reports  have 
emanated  from  Johnstown,  Pa.,  in  which  sec¬ 
tion  the  principal  mines  of  the  company  are  lo¬ 
cated,  and  one  rumor  had  it  that  a  price  of 
$3,000,000  had  been  placed  on  the  property.  The 
rumors  are  believed  to  have  been  occasioned  by 
the  fact  that  the  Merchants’  Coal  Co.,  which 
owns  a  large  tract  of  coal  land  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  that  is  undeveloped,  had  given  an  option 
on  the  property  to  the  Elkins  interests,  who  are 
building  a  railroad  that  will  reach  it.  This  is 
known  as  the  Three  Forks  property,  and  em¬ 
braces  5,894  acres  of  coal  land.  Should  such  a 
sale  be  made,  the  proceeds  would  go  to  the 
sinking  fund  of  the  first  mortgage  bonds  of  the 
Merchants’  Coal  Co. 

In  all  the  Merchants’  Coal  Co.  owns  over 
17,000  acres  of  coal  land.  Of  this  11,622  acres 
are  located  in  Boswell,  in  the  Quemahoning  re¬ 
gion  of  Pennsylvania,  where  the  company  has 
extensive  mining  properties.  Some  time  ago 
western  interests  were  looking  over  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  the  Merchants’  Coal  Co.  with  a  view  of 
making  a  deal  to  buy  out  the  company,  ana  it 
is  stated  that  they  made  an  offer  of  $1,500,000 
for  the  $1,000,000  of  the  capital  stock  of  the 
company  outstanding.  This  offer,  with  the 
$1,300,000  bonds  of  the  company,  would  be  equiv¬ 
alent  to  $2,800,000  for  the  property.  Mr.  Thomas 
T.  Boswell  is  president  of  the  company,  and 
the  mining  town  at  which  is  centered  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  company  is  named  after  him.  This 
is  quite  a  thriving  place,  having  a  national  bank 
and  all  the  facilities  of  an  up-to-date  town.  The 
headquarters  of  the  company  are  in  Baltimore, 
and  the  company  is  controlled  by  Baltimoreans. 


Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

Reported  by  W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  ship  and 
steamship  brokers.  Produce  Exchange,  New  York. 
Tonnage  available  for  Cuban.  West  Indian  and 
Mexican  coal  is  still  scarce ;  in  fact,  there  are  no 
boats  offering  for  this  business  for  August  loading, 
and  the  few  boats  that  will  entertain  such  business 
for  September  are  asking  rates  that  shippers  will 
not  consider. 

There  are  no  boats  offering  for  Mediterranean 
coal  and  owing  to  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of 
affairs  in  the  far  east,  owners  are  asking  higher 
rates  for  coal  outward.  This  situation  also  ap¬ 
plies  to  South  American  coal. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows:  $1.35@1.40  to  Havana  or  Matanzas; 
$2.00  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua ;  $L60@1.70  to  Cien- 
fuegos ;  $1.65@1.75  to  Daiquiri ;  $1.50@1.60  to 
Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $1.70@1.80  to  St. 
Thomas:  $4.90@2.00  to  St.  Lucia;  $1.75@1.85  to 
Barbados;  $1.50@1.55  to  Kingston;  $1.80@2.00 
to  Colon;  $2.10@2.20  to  Demerara ;  $1.35@1.40 
and  p.  c.  to  Curacoa  :  $L55(g'1.60  to  Vera  Cruz; 
$1.55@1.60  to  Tampico;  11s  to  Buenos  Ayres; 
12s  to  Rosario;  13s  to  Santos;  12s  to  Rio;  ’$4..50 
and  discharged  to  Manila;  ^.75  to  Japanese 
ports;  10s  to  a  direct  port  in  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean,  not  east  of  the  west  coaKst  of  Italy,  Spain 
e.xcluded. 


A  coal  lease  mortgage  for  $500,000  was  placed 
On  record  a  week  ago  in  the  recorder’s  office  at 
Pottsville,  Pa.  This  mortgage  is  from  the  Crys¬ 
tal  Run  Coal  Co.,  with  offices  at  the  Betz  build- 
ing,  Philadelphia,  to  B.  W.  Cumming  Jr.,  trustee 
of  Pottsville.  The  mortgage  was  given  by  the 
company  for  the  purpose  of  paying  off  certain 
mortgages  ami  debts  of  the  company  and  for  the 
erection  of  huildings,  purchase  of  marchinery  and 
other  improvements.  The  controlling  interest  in 
the  company  has  recently  been  sold  to  Philadel¬ 
phia  people,  and  the  present  action  is  merely 
carrying  out  the  plans  for  increased  facilities 
and  a  larger  production  of  the  mine,  d^^ided 
upon  at  the  time  the  purchase  was  made. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


J.  E.  Davis,  president  of  the  Island  Creek  Coal 
Sales  Co.,  New  York,  spent  several  days  of  last 
week  at  Saratoga  to  enjoy  a  brief  rest. 

R.  H.  Williams  Jr.,  of  the  firm  of  Williams  & 
I’eters,  New  York,  returned  the  first  of  the  week 
after  enjoying  a  two  week’s  vacation  at  Soiilli- 
anipton,  L.  I. 

A.  B.  Luce,  manager  of  Madeira,  Hill  &  Co. 
at  New  York,  returned  from  a  week's  visit  to  his 
old  home  in  Ohio  the  first  of  the  week,  greatly 
refreshed  by  his  trip. 

J.  T.  Russell,  with  tlie  Maryland  Coal  Co., 
New  York,  will  return  the  first  of  tlie  week  to 
his  duties  after  an  absence  of  two  weeks’  vaca¬ 
tion  spent  in  recreation. 

Franklin  Selleck,  identified  with  the  firm  of 
Williams  &  Peters,  New  York,  left  last  week 
for  Connecticut  to  visit  his  old  home  and  spend 
a  couple  of  weeks  in  recreation  in  that  state. 

George  Merry  weather,  western  sales  agent  of 
Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Chicago,  was  in  New  York 
during  the  week  at  the  company’s  eastern  office, 
and  incidentally  called  on  a  number  of  friends 
to  renew  old  associations. 

A.  J.  Porter,  general  manager  of  sales  for  the 
Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  New  York,  spent  the 
greater  part  of.  last  week  at  the  company’s  mines 
in  West  Virginia  looking  forward  to  a  necessary 
increase  in  production  with  the  advance  of  the 
season. 

G.  Mason  Janney,  general  manager  of  the 
Pennsylvania  &  West  Virginia  Coal  Co.,  New 
York,  is  taking  a  vacation  and  is  now  at  the 
White  mountains  in  New  Hampshire.  He  will 
remain  there  until  September  5  in  order  to  enjoy 
a  rest. 

Charles  E.  Lester,  New  York  manager  of  W. 
C.  Mason  &  Co.,  left  for  Boston  the  first  of  the 
week  on  a  business  trip  to  be  absent  for  several 
days.  He  reports  the  company’s  business  for 
July  as  exceeding  that  for  the  same  month  in 
1904  by  a  considerable  margin. 

Harry  Luber,  formerly  with  the  firm  of  Whit¬ 
ney  &  Kemmerer  at  New  York,  who  has  recently 
secured  the  control  of  the  Westchester  Coal  Co. 
at  Yonkers,  N.  J.,  is  resuscitating  the  concern 
and  increasing  its  business  quite  materially  since 
taking  over  the  management. 

Lucien  Hill,  New  York  manager  of  the  United 
Coal  Co.,  is  taking  a  couple  of  weeks’  vacation 
at  South  Hampton,  L,  L,  visiting  his  sister,  Mrs. 
William  S.  Kuhn,  who  is  spending  the  summer 
there.  The  attraction  for  Mr.  Hill  will  be  the 
yachting  and  automobiling,  of  which  he  will 
have  all  he  desires. 

Daniel  F.  Connor,  New  York  sales  agent  for 
the  firm  of  Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  spent  the  end 
of  last  week  and  over  Sunday  at  New  Bedford, 
Mass.,  with  his  family,  who  reside  there  for  the 
summer.  Mr.  Connor  seldom  takes  a  protracted 
vacation,  merely  taking  a  day  or  two  away  from 
business  when  he  finds  leisure  time  to  do  so. 

Franklin  H.  Skeele  of  the  Skeele  Coal  Co., 
New  York,  left  on  Saturday  a  week  ago  for 
Loch  Sheldrake,  Sullivan  county,  Catskill  moun¬ 
tains,  to  enjoy  a  rest  and  change  of  climate. 
Mr.  Skeele  has  been  very  closely  confined  to  the 
business  duties  of  the  company  and  his  personal 
interests  since  locating  in  New  York,  and  feels 
the  need  of ’a  brief  recreation.  He  will  remain 
in  the  mountains  for  three  weeks. 

W.  R.  Wood  of  the  West  End  Coal  &  Wood 
Co.,  Meriden,  Conn.,  spent  several  days  of  last 
week  on  a  business  and  pleasure  trip  combined 
to  New  York.  He  called  at  the  office  of  the 
Black  Diamond  and  during  the  conversation  re¬ 
marked  that  trade  has  been  very  quiet  with  them, 
but  they  were  preparing  for  greater  activity 
which  they  expected  shortly.  Pie  left  here  for 
Asbury  Park,  N.  J.,  one  of  the  attractive  seaside 
resorts. 

C.  P.  Morrell,  general  sales  agent  of  tiie 
Penn  Gas  Coal  Co.,  at  Philadelphia,  was  in 
New  York  last  week  on  a  business  trip  for  the 
company  and  incidentally  called  upon  a  few  of 
his  friends  at  No.  1  Broadway  to  renew  ac- 


f|uaintances.  Mr.  Morrell  is  not  looking  wpll, 
liaving  only  recently  recovered  from  an  illness 
which  confined  him  to  his  father’s  home  at  Bel- 
mar,  N.  J.,  for  ten  days,  but  is  regaining  his 
pliysical  strength  and  weight. 

Tliomas  M.  Richards,  second  vice-president  of 
tlie  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  at 
Philadel[)hia,  left  the  first  of  the  week  for  the 
.Maine  coast  to  take  a  brief  rest  from  official  du- 
t  es.  Mr.  Richards  has  not  only  the  duties  of 
second  vice-president  to  perform,  but  is  also  the 
general  sales  agent  of  the  company,  which  con¬ 
fines  him  very  closely  to  these  interests,  and  it  is 
not  often  he  gets  away  for  a  little  recreation. 
As  President  Baer  will  return  on  Monday  of 
next  week  he  will  be  back  to  his  office  on  that 
day. 

J.  B.  Weir,  of  the  Failing  Rock  Carmel  Coal 
Co.,  has  just  returned  from  a  trip  to  the  com¬ 
pany’s  mines  in  West  Virginia.  Mr.  Weir  re¬ 
ports  that  the  mines  will  be  developed  on  a 
larger  scale  and  entirely  equipped  with  modern 
facilities  for  the  mining  and  handling  of  the 
product.  Contracts  have  been  awarded  for  the 
installation  of  a  compressed  air  plant,  including 
cutters,  hauling,  etc.  The  increased  tonnage,  in 
excess  of  the  domestic  requirements  that  will  be 
produced,  will  be  exported  to  the  European  mar¬ 
ket,  which  should  be  a  ready  seller  there  owing 
to  its  excellent  (jualities  as  a  domestic  and  grate 
fuel,  being  in  large  consumption  in  that  country. 

Stephen  B.  Elkins  Jr.,  general  manager  of 
sales  for  the  West  Virginia  Coal  Co.,  New  York, 
sailed  unexpectedly  on  Tuesday  of  last  week  via 
the  steamship  Kaiser  Wilhelm  H  for  Europe,  to 
be  gone  for  about  four  weeks.  His  father,  Sen¬ 
ator  Elkins,  had  important  business  abroad  at 
this  time,  and  finding  it  impossible  to  get  away 
and  give  it  his  personal  attention,  decided  to- have 
his  son  attend  to  the  matter.  He  will  also  meet 
his  mother  and  sister  on  the  continent,  who 
have  been  spending  the  summer  there.  Mr.  El¬ 
kins  has  shown  a  marked  ability  in  business  af¬ 
fairs  since  becoming  associated  with  his  father, 
who  frequently  finds  his  service  of  great  value 
to  him  in  matters  of  this  kind.  Richard  Elkins, 
general  superintendent  of  the  mines  at  Morgan¬ 
town,  W.  Va.,  will  have  charge  of  the  sales  of¬ 
fice  at  New  York  during  his  brother's  absence. 

The  Bulah  Shaft  Coal  Co.,  recently  organized, 
has  opened  offices  at  29  Broadway,  New  'York, 
for  the  handling  of  Bulah  coals,  is  now  fairly 
settled  and  ready  for  business.  The  new  com¬ 
pany  does  not  interfere  with  the  Beulah  Coal 
Co.,  which  has  been  in  existence  for  many  years, 
operating  the  Webster  mine  No.  4  at  Ramey, 
Clearfield  county.  Pa.,  and  will  continue  its  busi¬ 
ness  as  heretofore.  The  purpose  of  the  Bulah 
Shaft  Coal  Co.  is  to  sink  a  new  shaft  adjoin¬ 
ing  its  present  operations  at  Ramey  on  an  addi¬ 
tional  tract  of  about  1,000  acres,  which  has  re¬ 
cently  been  purchased,  and  to  act  as-  the  selling 
company  for  the  entire  production  of  both  mines. 
The  officers  of  the  company  are:  Frederick  C. 
Shell,  president,  with  office  at  Philadelphia ;  John 
H.  M’lids,  vice-president;  William  R.  Alinds,  sec¬ 
retary  and  treasurer,  and  William  Schen,  sales 
agent,  will  be  located  at  the  New  York  office. 
Mr.  Fleming  is  the  sales  agent  at  Pittsburg. 

Papers  were  filed  in  the  recorder’s  office  at 
Somerset,  Pa.,  on  August  10  giving  details  of  a 
transaction  in  that  county  that  involves  3,800 
acres  of  coal  land  at  a  price  of  $1,500,000.  J.  L. 
Mitchell,  formerly  of  the  J.  L.  Mitchell  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  and  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  with  liis  associates  of  Philadelphia,  pur¬ 
chased  tlie  entire  holdings  of  the  Kennerly  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  comprising  3,000  acres  of  undevel¬ 
oped  coal  lands  in  Jesser  and  Conemaugh  town- 
shijis,  along  with  a  right  of  way  for  a  railroad 
to  the  mines,  which  are  already  under  develop¬ 
ment,  paying  for  same  $550,000.  J.  Blair  Ken¬ 
nerly  of  Plriadelphia,  who  purchased  these  prop¬ 
erties  the  first  of  the  year  and  organized  the 
Kennerly  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  has  also  bought  the 
soo  acres  of  coal  land  owned  by  the  Valley  Coal 
&  Stone  Co.,  with  tipple  cars  and  other  equip¬ 
ment.  the  mine  having  been  in  operation  for  sev¬ 
eral  years,  and  the  coal  handled  by  him  as  ’'\’al- 
Icy"  smokeless.  When  Mr.  Kennerly  purchased 
this  property  his  associates  were  not  made  pub¬ 


lic,  but  the  intimation  is  now  that  the  two  deals 
arc  Ijeing  consummated  to  effect  a  combination 
of  interests  ultimately. 

A  party,  consisting  of  six  young  men  associ¬ 
ated  in  the  coal  trade  at  New  York,  who  re¬ 
turned  from  an  annual  cruise  down  the  Jersey 
coast  and  the  harbors  bounding  Long  Island  the 
first  of  the  week,  are  enthusiastic  over  their  trip, 
and  say  that  the  week  spent  entirely  on  the  water 
was  a  most  pleasant  and  beneficial  outing.  The 
members  of  the  party  were:  A.  W.  Hillebrand, 
of  Hillebrand  &  M<X)re ;  J.  R.  De  Nyse,  with 
Bucholz  &  Hill ;  U.  Wiltse,  with  Williams  & 
Peters ;  E.  Mortimer.  Floyd  Weeks  and  George 
Weeks,  of  Hempstead,  L.  1.  The  cruise  was 
made  aboard  the  schooner  yacht  Rel)ecca  M., 
which  is  a  two-master,  equipped  with  a  fifteen- 
horse  power  engine,  permitting  their  sailing  in 
favorable  weather  or  running  by  steam  when 
rough.  The  start  was  made  from  the  Hempstead 
Bay  Yacht  club,  L.  L,  on  Monday  of  last  week, 
and  the  log  shows  that  the  vessel  was  anchored 
as  follows:  Atlantic  Highlands,  N.  J. ;  Never 
Sink,  Roslyn,  Harbord,  L.  1.;  College  Point, 
'I'hirty-ninth  street,  Brooklyn,  and  Ulmer  Park 
Basin. 

S.  Grover  Baldwin,  son  of  the  late  Augustus 
and  Mary  A.  Baldwin,  of  Bloomfield,  N.  J.,  died 
at  Greenwich,  Conn.,  on  Sunday,  August  20,  after 
a  lingering  illness  of  over  a  year.  The  remains 
were  taken  to  Bloomfield,  N.  J.,  where  the  serv¬ 
ices  were  held  on  Tuesday  in  Christ’s  church. 
Mr.  Baldwin  had  been  identified  with  the  coal 
trade  at  New  York  for  over  fifteen  years,  and 
was  highly  esteemed  by  a  large  circle  of  friends 
for  his  integrity  and  genial  disposition,  causing 
many  regrets  and  a  profound  sympathy  at  learn¬ 
ing  of  his  demise.  He  started  in  the  coal  trade 
on  his  own  account  as  a  young  man,  with  much 
ambition  and  at  a  period  when  the  business  was 
more  favorable  to  middle  houses,  resulting  in  his 
success  for  several  years.  About  1903  he  dis¬ 
posed  of  his  interests  to  accept  a  position  with 
Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  remaining  with  this  com¬ 
pany  until  the  spring  of  1901,  when  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  New  York  manager  of  the  Duncan- 
Spangler  Coal  Co.,  which  position  he  held  up  to 
April,  1903.  His  health  at  this  time  was  very 
poor,  though  he  was  able  to  give  his  attention  to 
personal  contracts  in  the  trade,  which  position  he 
held  throughout  that  year,  but  early  in  1904  he 
became  incapacitated  for  business  and  later  in 
the  year  was  taken  to  Greenwich,  where  he  was 
confined  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  This  is 
indeed  a  sad  ending  to  a  life  that  was  so  prom¬ 
ising  in  its  earlier  years. 

It  developed  during  the  week  that  H.  H. 
Rogers  of  the  Standard  Oil  Co.,  New  York,  is 
the  leading  backer  of  the  Deepwater  &  Tidewater 
railroad,  now  under  construction  in  'Virginia  and 
West  Virginia,  and  that  the  purpose  of  the  road 
is  to  supply  the  New  England  and  coastwise 
markets  with  coal.  These  railroads  have  been 
somewhat  of  a  mystery  for  over  a  year  past  as 
to  the  people  interested  in  them  and  the  ultimate 
purpose  of  the  roads,  they  being  built  seemingly 
without  definite  terminals.  The  Deepwater  rail¬ 
road  is  incorporated  in  West  Virginia  and  the 
Tidewater  railroad  in  \’irginia,  and  sufficient 
work  has  been  done  upon  them,  with  a  large 
development  in  the  New  River  field  at  Loop 
Creek,  in  the  opening  of  about  thirty  mines,  to 
indicate  that  the  new  enterprise  intends  to  con¬ 
nect  these  two  lines,  which  are  now  building 
from  tidewater  west  and  Loop  Creek  east.  In 
this  connection  the  railway  council  of  Virginia 
decided  last  week  against'  the  Norfolk  &  West¬ 
ern  railway  in  the  dispute  with  the  Tidewater 
railway,  giving  the  latter  the  right  to  use  the 
Norfolk  &  Western  tracks  in  South  Norfolk  at 
grade.  The  Standard  Oil  interests  are  said  to 
own  more  than  100,000  acres  of  coal  land  in  the 
Pocahontas  and  New  River  fields,  which  is  to  be 

shipped  to  both  east  and  western  markets  on  a 

large  scale  as  soon  as  equipment  is  ready.  Ship¬ 
ments  are  already  going  forward  under  a  traffic 
arrangement  with  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  rail¬ 
road,  but  the  tonnage  is  yet  comparatively  small. 
It  is  also  stated  that  a  line  of  steamers  and 

barges  will  be  established  to  carry  the  coal  from 

its  term'nal  point  at  Norfolk  to  the  seaboard 
markets. 
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Meeting  of  the 

'I'he  informal  meeting  of  the  Discussion  Club 
was  held  as  a  result  of  the  general  inactivity 
in  the  retail  business.  The  temporary  chair¬ 
man  opened  the  meeting  by  suggesting  it  might 
be  a  good  idea  to  consider  the  best  way  of  in¬ 
creasing  business  at  a  time  when  it  was  dull. 

"I  have  a  plan,”  said  the  Pusher,  “that  I  al¬ 
ways  resort  to  in  August  to  gel  in  a  few  be¬ 
lated  orders.  While  I  do  not  increase  my  busi¬ 
ness  very  much,  I  get  considerable  coal  out  of 
the  way  that  otherwise  would  not  be  delivered 
till  September  or  October.” 

“How  do  you  do  it?”  asked  the  Beginner, 
with  much  interest. 

“Well,  after  the  invoices  have  gone  out  on 
the  fifth  of  the  month  I  have  my  bookkeeper 
go  through  the  list  of  our  customers,  both  cash 
and  credit,  and  ascertain  those  that  have  neg¬ 
lected  to  order  their  coal.  After  this  list  is 
made  up  I  take  it  in  hand. 

“Nearly  one  whole  day  I  devote  to  telephoning 
to  my  customers  who  have  phones.  I  will  call 
them  up  and  the  conversation  will  be  something 
like  this:  ‘Hello!  Is  that  you,  Mr.  Smith? 
This  is  Jones,  the  coal  man.  I  was  looking  over 
my  books  the  other  day  and  I  noticed  you  had 
not  yet  taken  in  your  coal. 

“  ‘You  bought  of  us  last  year  and  as  it  is 
cheaper  in  August  than  in  September  I  thought 
I  would  call  you  up.  Yes,  you  will  save  ten 
cents  a  ton  on  anthracite  and  about  a  quarter 
on  soft  coal. 

“  ‘Then  we  can  deliver  it  to  much  better  ad¬ 
vantage  now.  We  are  fairly  busy,  but  can  get 
to  you  before  the  end  of  the  month.  There  will 
be  a  rush  of  business  in  September  and  we 
will  be  so  busy  then  we  may  not  be  able  to  give 
quite  as  good  service,  besides,  the  coal  will  cost 
you  more.’ 

“I  find  a  talk  along  these  lines  most  always 
brings  an  order.” 

“There  is  one  objection  to  that  plan,”  inter¬ 
posed  the  Vet.  “The  consumer  will  think  you 
are  so  anxious  after  business  he  may  not  be  so 
willing  to  pay  you,  or  will  want  longer  credit.” 

“That  is  all  right,”  answered  the  Pusher. 
“Most  of  the  people  who  have  telephones  can 
pay  for  their  coal  when  they  order  it.  If  they 
try  to  take  advantage  of  me  by  demanding  a 
longer  credit  or  other  questions  I  simply  tell 
them  it  is  out  of  the  question ;  that  we  have  a 
fixed  policy  on  those  matters,  and  we  can  not 
grant  them  any  concessions  we  do  not  grant  to 
others.  I  lay  particular  emphasis  on  the  fact 
that  I  called  them  up  as  a  favor  to  them  so 
they  might  -  take  advantage  of  the  prices  and 
save  money.  That  line  of  talk  generally  wins 
out  with  them  in  the  end,  and  if  it  does  not 
I  wait  until  they  are  ready  to  place  their  order 
before  urging  them  to  take  in  the  coal.” 

“How  do  you  reach  those  who  do  not  have  a 
telephone?”  asked  the  Beginner. 

“That  is  a  more  difficult  problem.  I  study  my 
man  or  woman,  and  with  a  little  insight  into 
human  nature  make  the  treatment  fit  each  par¬ 
ticular  case. 

^‘There  are  some  consumers  who  appreciate 
a  personal  visit  from  the  head  of  the  firm.  I 
get  out  my  runabout  and  make  a  personal  call 
on  these,  using  much  the  same  arguments  I 
do  over  the  telephone. 

“Some  of  the  consumers  are  friendly  with 
clerks  or  other  employes  and  where  this  is  the 
case  I  have  the  latter  do  the  work.  In  some 
instances  they  can  do  it  much  more  effectively 
than  I  can. 

“Where  a  consumer  is  one  who  is  looking  for 
an  opening  either  to  jew  me  down  in  price  or 
‘work’  me  in  some  way  I  dictate  a  personal 
letter  to  him.  I  try  to  know  my  customers  as 
intimately  as  possible,  so  as  to  understand  their 
weaknesses  and  their  strong  points,  and  how  to 
reach  them  most  effectively  when  I  have  a  pur¬ 
pose  to  accomplish.  This  is  largely  the  secret 
of  doing  business  successfully.  I  want  to  main¬ 
tain  such  personal  relations  with  them  that  I 
can  get  them  to  do  what  I  want  them  to  at  the 
time  I  want  them  to  do  it.” 

“Then  you  think  you  get  in  a  good  many 
orders  in  August  you  would  not  if  you  did  not 
follow  this  plan?”  asked  the  Vet,  who  appeared 
to  be  deeply  interested.  “Most  assuredly  I  do. 
After  the  tenth  of  the  month,  and  that  is  about 
the  time  I  begin  this  campaign,”  continued  the 


Discussion  Club. 

Pusher,  “my  teams  are  busy  all  the  time  in 
normal  years. 

“When  money  is  close  and  times  are  hard  it 
makes  a  difference,  but  when  people  have  money 
a  little  urging  will  bring  on  trade  from  them. 

“I  think  there  are  some  other  advantages.  To 
get  regular  business  out  of  the  way  in  advance 
of  the  season  aand  have  your  facilities  free  to 
utilize  when  the  transient  trade  (jommences  con¬ 
stitutes  quite  an  advantage.  If  you  give  tran¬ 
sient  customers  good  service  when  other  people 
are  all  busy  and  can  not  do  it,  you  may  make 
regular  customers  out  of  them. 

“Then  I  think  it  is  a  good  idea  to  be  in  as 
close  touch  with  your  customers  as  possible. 
Many  men  are  busy  with  their  own  affairs  and 
if  you  call  them  up  on  the  coal  question  and 
demonstrate  that  they  can  .save  money  by  order¬ 
ing  coal  at  a  certain  time  they  appreciate  the 
favor  and  you  are  more  likely  to  hold  their 
business  when  the  other  fellow  is  making  an 
extra  effort  to  get  it  away  from  you.  I  always 
endeavor  to  maintain  as  close  relations  as  pos¬ 
sible  with  my  customers  for  this  reason.  A 
customer  who  has  confidence  in  his  coal  dealer 
is  a  difficult  one  for  the  other  fellow  to  get 
away. 

“Now,  I  think  I  have  exhausted  the  subject 
from  my  standpoint,  and  I  should  like  to  hear 
what  some  of  the  other  members  have  to  say.” 

“I  feel  that  this  meeting  has  been  a  profitable 
one,”  said  the  Vet.  “Mr.  Pusher  certainly  has 
some  progressive  ideas  and  while  I  do  not  know 
as  I  can  adopt  all  of  them  in  my  business,  I 
think  I  can  utilize  that  telephone  scheme  to  good 
advantage.  At  least  I  am  going  to  give  it  a 
careful  trial  and  see  how  it  works.  It  appeals 
to  me  as  practical.” 

‘^What  do  (you  think  about  advertising  in 
August?”  asked  the  Beginner. 

“I  favor  advertising,”  answered  the  Pusher, 
“and  think  August  is  a  good  month  in  which 
to  lay  the  foundation  for  September  and  Oc¬ 
tober  business.  I  would  advertise  in  August, 
calling  attention  to  new  coals  which  I  was  in¬ 
troducing  and  also  to  the  saving  that  will  be 
accomplished  by"  ordering  coal  at  retail  before 
the  September  advances  become  effective. 

"My  August  advertisements  would  be  about 
the  same  as  the  talks  I  give  my  customers  when 
I  see  them  personally.  Change  the  ad  each  time 
it  is  inserted,  just  as  you  would  your  talks,  to 
meet  the  varying  tastes  of  the  different  cus¬ 
tomers.” 

“I  think  Mr.  Pusher  has  given  us  a  very  in¬ 
structive  talk,”  said  the  temporary  chairman. 
“If  there  is  nothing  further  we  will  now  call 
the  meeting  of  the  Discussion  Club  adjourned. 
We  stand  adjourned.” 

V 

The  Bureau  of  Manufactures  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Commerce  and  Labor,  Washington.  D. 
C.,  is  sending  out  circulars  to  the  numerous  man¬ 
ufacturers  and  exporters  of  the  United  States 
‘  who  may  be  interested  in  the  work  of  the  de¬ 
partment  in  extending  the  foreign  trade  of  the 
United  States.  In  furtherance  of  this  work  it  is 
the  plan  of  the  department  to  establish  a  com¬ 
prehensive  card  index  system,  which  will  enable 
it,  upon  appl'cation,  to  furnish  information  re¬ 
quested  by  manufacturers  or  by  intending  pur¬ 
chasers,  and  it  is  hoped  to  extend  the  system  to 
our  princ'pal  consulates,  if  the  necessary  author¬ 
ity  is  given  by  congress,  'i'he  circular  is  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  blank  form  which  is  to  be  filled 
out  and  sent  to  the  department  at  Washington, 
giving  such  information  as  the  manufacturer  may 
desire  to  have  recorded  in  connection  with  his 
business. 

'I'he  question  of  revising  the  actual  law  re¬ 
garding  coal  mines  and  oil  fields  in  Mexico  is 
being  argued  pro  and  con  at  the  School  of  Juris¬ 
prudence  in  Mexico  City,  'fhe  existing  law  was 
passed  in  1884  and  declares  coal  mines  and  oil 
wells  to  be  the  exclusive  right  of  the  owner  of 
the  soil. 

-.The  Crystal  Run  Coal  Co.,  Philadelphia,  re¬ 
cently  mortgaged  its  property  to  the  amount  of 
$.')()0,000. 


Fourth  Annual  Outing  of  the 
Washington  Club. 


'file  fourth  annual  outing  and  clambake  of  the 
Washington  Club  of  New  York,  which  took  place 
on  Wednesday  of  last  week,  was  a  complete  suc¬ 
cess,  and  a  most  enjoyable  affair.  About  seventy- 
five  members  in  the  coal  and  transportation  trade 
attended,  taking  many  of  the  active  men  from  the 
trade  centres  of  lower  Broadway  and  the  battery, 
with  little  business  transacted  for  the  day,  leav¬ 
ing  these  quarters  quite  lonely.  'Phe  Hudson 
'fowboat  Co.,  donated  its  tug  John  K.  Gil- 
kinson,  one  of  the  largest  and  most  powerful 
ocean  going  tugs  in  the  harbor,  for  the  occasion, 
giving  ample  provision  for  the  guests.  The  party 
met  at  pier  3,  in  time  to  start  on  their  trip  up 
the  East  river  for  Glenwood,  L.  I.,  their  destina¬ 
tion,  promptly  at  12  o’clock  noon.  Prominent 
among  the  flags  waving  in  the  breeze  from  the 
tug  was  the  club  flag  in  blue  and  white.  A 
band  of  music,  consisting  of  eight  pieces  was 
aboard  and  a  well  stocked  larder  with  other  re¬ 
quisites  for  the  delectation  of  the  inner  man  was 
amply  provided  for.  The  congeniality  of  the 
members  and  the  close  fellowship  of  all  present 
insured  from  the  very  beginning  of  the  trip  a 
pleasant  day’s  outing,  which  was  fully  realized  in 
the  outcome.  At  3  o’clock  the  party  arrived  at 
Glenwood.  where  the  genial  host  had  made  every 
preparation  to  maintain  the  reputation  of  the  hos¬ 
telry,  as  serving  the  most  excelled  clambake  on 
the  shore.  Immediately  on  arrival  the  party  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  do  justice  to  the  spread,  and  a  veritable 
cordon  bleu  of  a  chef,  who  had  anticipated  the 
requirements,  and  several  hours  were  spent  in  par¬ 
taking  of  the  many  good  things  that  were  on  the 
menu  for  this  occasion.  Following  the  dinner, 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  club  was  held,  accord¬ 
ing  to  custom,  to  elect  new  officers  to  serve  for 
the  coming  year.  The  election  resulted  in  a 
unanimous  vote  for  James  Hughes,  of  the  Hughes 
'I'ransporting  Line,  as  president ;  Frank  R. 
Baldwin,  shipper  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co., 
vice-presidpt ;  Arthur  W.  Hillebrand,  of  the 
firm  of  Hillebrand  &  Moore,  treasurer;  Herbert 
McCord,  manager  for  Hatfield  &  Hilles,  secretary. 
Speeches  were  then  in  order  and  the  address  of  the 
occasion  was  made  by  J.  E.  I  upper,  ex-mayor  of 
Stamford,  Conn.,  who  was  the  guest  of  G.  F. 
Waterbury,  of  David  Waterbury  &  Co.,  from  the 
same  place.  With  orations  over,  the  music  play¬ 
ing  jig  and  waltz  airs,  it  was  not  long  before 
many  were  tempted  to  dance  and  trip  the  light 
fantastic.  President  Hughes  and  Vice-President 
Baldwin,  the  newly  elected  officers,  gave  a  splen¬ 
did  exhibition  of  an  Irish  jig,  as  it  should  be 
danced,  'fhe  executive  committee,  especially  E. 
Forrest  Powell,  chairman,  deserve  much  credit  at 
the  manner  in  which  the  outing  was  handled,  giv¬ 
ing  it  the  success  which  it  attained.  The  other 
members  are  'I'hos.  J.  Scully,  Frank  Moore  and 
R.  J.  Bucholz.  'I'he  names  of  those  who  attended 
follow  herewith ; 


W.  P.  W.  Hoff, 
W.  C.  Cleary, 

M.  Baxter  Jr., 

B.  McLain, 

Charles  Horning, 
John  Zurn, 

Herbert  McCord, 
John  Wilson, 
William  Quinn, 
Charles  Murhead, 
M..  Tracy, 

John  Hughes, 
Walter  Lewis, 
Edward  Moore, 
Clarence  Morrell, 
Thomas  Monk, 

A.  J.  Field, 
William  Klein, 
Frank  R.  Baldwin, 
Douglas  Bowden, 
W.  D.  W.  Dimock, 


Charles  Waterbury, 
Arthur  Colby, 

John  Halligan, 

J.  J.  Kayser, 

Charles  Dutcher, 

E.  H.  Warford, 

C.  Forrest  Powell, 
Bernard  Hendrickson, 
John  K.  Wimbrough, 
Mr.  Hopton, 

'fhomas  J.  Scully, 

Mr.  Sherwin, 

A.  J.  Ba.xter, 

Arthur  W.  Hillebrand, 
Richard  J.  Bucholz, 
Janies  Hughes, 

James  Hughes  Jr., 

U.  G.  Wiltse, 

T.  A.  Hoff. 

Harry  Hoff, 

I'homas  Dennin, 

Isaac  De  Nyse. 


'I'he  convention  of  miners  of  the  republic  of 
Mexico  will  be  held  in  Mexico  City  some  time 
during  the  month  of  December.  The  formation 
of  a  chamber  of  mines,  which  would  act  as  a 
body  representative  of  tlie  mining  interests,  will 
be  one  of  the  most  important  subjects  consid¬ 
ered.  The  question  of  modifying  the  mining 
code  will  also  be  brought  up. 
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Electric  Mining  Locomotives. 


Ivleclric  locomotives  have  brought  about  a  new 
era  in  mining.  Now  they  may  be  found  speed¬ 
ing  about  new  tunnels  and  mines  far  below  the 
earth’s  surface,  at  depths  whereat  it  has  hereto¬ 
fore  been  impossible  to  operate  any  kind  of  haul¬ 
age  system.  In  their  case  there  is  no  smoke  to 
clioke  up  the  subterranean  passages,  and  with 
their  cleanliness  and  freedom  from  the  many 
faults  common  to  other  kinds  of  haulage  en¬ 
gines,  these  types  of  locomotives  permit  of  con¬ 
venience,  economy  and  absolute  safety  at  almost 
any  depth  under  ground  to  which  it  is  possible 
for  man  to  penetrate.  No  fires  are  needed  for 
starting  or  running  them  and  thus  the  danger 
of  igniting  or  explosion  in  the  mine  is  avoided. 
They  go  down  into  the  deepest  mines,  bringing 
out  their  trains  of  coal  and  ore  and  haul  them 
directly  to  the  tipple  or  smelter.  They  make 
their  way  into  the  mountain  side  and  haul  away 
the  raw  material  to  point  of  shipment  or  to 


wheels  to  follow  the  rails  on  very  narrow  or  un¬ 
even  tracks.  The  main  frame  is  cast  all  in  one 
piece  and  closed  across  the  bottom,  which  prevents 
the  dirt  and  mud  from  getting  up  into  the  work¬ 
ing  parts.  '1  he  frame  is  almost  entirely  closed 
up  between  the  drive  wheels,  which  allows  it 
to  run  in  entries  with  a  small  space  outside  of 
the  rails,  where  an  outside  frame  locomotive 
could  not  be  used.  The  motorman  can  ride  on 
either  end  of  this  locomotive  and  all  the  neces¬ 
sary  levers  for  controlling  can  be  operated  from 
either  end.  The  frame  at  each  end  is  higher 
than  at  the  sides,  so  as  to  protect  the  motorman 
in  case  of  accident.  The  motors  are  of  the 
multipolar  type,  completely  covered  within,  ex¬ 
cept  the  small  opening  at  the  commutator,  which 
is  protected  by  a  cover,  thus  avoiding  the  danger 
of  slate  or  any  substance  falling  into  the  arma¬ 
tures.  The  motors  are  of  the  toothed  gramme 


Will  Revise  Ohio  Mining  Laws. 

Acting  upon  the  suggestions  contained  in  the 
annual  report  of  State  Mine  Inspector  George 
Harrison  of  Ohio,  Governor  Myron  T.  Herrick 
has  sent  a  communication  to  Attorney  General 
Wade  H.  Ellis,  asking  him  to  make  an  investiga¬ 
tion  as  to  the  necessity  of  revising  the  mining  code 
of  that  state.  In  his  letter  Governor  Herrick 
says:  “From  this  report  it  is  apparent  that  the 
present  mining  laws  of  Ohio  are  insufficient  to 
meet  the  present  demands  of  the  operation  of 
mines  and  mining.  The  conditions  governing  the 
production  of  coal  in  this  state  having  changed 
so  materially  since  the  enactment  of  existing 
laws,  it  is  thought  a  revision  of  them  is  necessary. 
At  present  sixty-seven  per  cent  of  the  whole  coal 
production  is  mined  by  electricity  and  compressed 
air  machines,  and  electric  coal  haulage  motors  arc 
in  general  use.  At  present  the  laws  contain  no 
provisions  whatever  which  apply  to  the  dangers 
of^  electric  wires,  electrical  mining  machines  and 

"It  seems  to  me  that  some  protection  should 
haulage  motors. 


HAULING  coal  WITH  AN  ELECTRIC  LOCOMOTIVE  FROM  A  DRIFT  MINE. 


other  places  desired  with  greater  speed  and  econ¬ 
omy  of  operation  than  was  ever  before  known. 
They  work  as  well  in  the  deep,  damp  and  dark 
mines  as  they  do  on  the  surface  of  the  earth. 
They  are  always  in  readiness  for  operation  and 
can  be  started  or  stopped  as  easily  and  quickly 
as  the  trolley  car  or  an  automobile. 

Electric  locomotives  for  mining  purposes 
range  in  weight  from  five  to  twenty-five  tons. 
The  trolley  locomotive  is  usually  built  with  one, 
two  or  three  motors.  R.  Redfern,  in  the  En¬ 
gineering  Magazine,  says  that  in  the  better 
makes  the  entire  weight  is  always  used  in  secur¬ 
ing  tractive  effort  on  the  rails.  The  “single 
end”  type  is  arranged  for  the  operator  to  sit 
at  one  end  and  the  double  end  locomotive  is  so 
constructed  that  the  man  in  control  may  sit  at 
either  end  and  still  have  perfact  mastery  over 
the  engine. 

The  accompanying  illustration  shows  a  Mor- 
gan-Gardner  7j4-ton  75  horsepower  electric  mine 
locomotive  built  by  the  Morgan-Gardner  Electric 
Co.,  Chicago,  hauling  a  train  load  of  coal  from  a 
drift  mine.  This  locomotive  is  of  the  double  ar¬ 
mature  type  with  four  drive  wheels  and  a  flexible 
base.  This  flexibility  makes  it  possible  for  the 


ring  type  with  the  coils  wound  below  the  surface, 
which  protects  them  from  danger.  All  coils  are 
made  from  cast  or  hardened  steel  and  can  be 
easily  removed  without  taking  the  locomotive 
apart,  'this  locomotive  is  provided  with  con¬ 
trolling  lever,  reverse  lever,  sand  box  lever  at 
both  ends,  brake  levers  and  electric  head  lights 
at  both  ends.  The  brakes  will  hold  the  wheels 
dead  on  a  sanded  track.  The  drive  wheels  have 
iron  centers  with  hard  steel  tires.  This  locomo¬ 
tive  can  be  built  to  run  on  underground  gauges 
of  track.  The  mode  of  operation  is  trolley  and 
rail  return.  The  controller  is  of  best  magnetic 
blow-out  construction  and  thoroughly  insulated 
throughout,  entirely  waterproof  and  guaran¬ 
teed  under  full  current  to  show  a  rise  of  not 
over  fifty  per  cent  above  normal  temperature. 

V 

Henry  Clay  Marshall,  a  .prominent  coal  and 
coke  man  of  Girard,  Pa.,  died  at  .his  home  in  that 
city  a  few  days  ago  from  the  effects  of  an  acci¬ 
dent  which  he  had  received  about  a  week  pre¬ 
vious.  He  had  been  the  local  agent  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Coal  Co.  for  a  number  of  years  and  was  a 
man  of  great  wealth. 


be  made  for  both  the  miners  and  the  operators. 
The  chief  inspector  of  mines  recommends  the 
appointment  of  a  commission  for  a  general  re¬ 
vision  of  all  the  mining  laws.  It  appears  desira¬ 
ble,  in  view  of  these  facts,  that  your  department 
investigate  the  present  mining  conditions  of  the 
state  and  the  laws  governing  the  same,  and  re¬ 
port  the  result  of  your  investigation  at  your 
earliest  convenience.” 

Attorney  General  Ellis,  W.  K.  Miller,  one  of 
his  assistants,  and  Chief  Inspector  of  Mines  Har¬ 
rison  are  planning  to  visit  a  number  of  coal 
mines  of  the  state  about  the  middle  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  to  make  a  personal  examination  as  to 
changed  conditions  of  mining  and  the  necessity  for 
a  revis'on  of  the  mining  laws  of  Ohio. 

V 

The  employes  of  the  Troy  Coal  Co.,  of  West 
Wyoming,  Pa.,  are  anxious  to  form  a  local 
branch  of  the  United  Mine  Workers'  Union,  and 
the  first  steps  have  been  taken  to  organize  them. 
There  are  nearly  100  men  employed  at  this  col¬ 
liery,  and  they  claim  they  have  grievances  which 
they  believe  will  be  more  easily  settled  if  they 
are  organized. 
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Commercial  Examination  of  Fuel. 


Ask  any  dozen  men  what  the  indications  of 
the  thermometer  mean,  and  in  most  cases  the 
reply  would  be  “the  amount  of  heat.”  Is  that 
true?  Suppose  for  a  moment  a  pint  of  water 
and  a  hogshead  of  water  side  by  side.  Suppose 
a  thermometer  shows  the  same  temperature  in 
both,  say  sixty  degrees.  Is  there  not  more  heat 
in  the  larger  quantity,  and  does  it  not  require 
a  larger  amount  of  heat  to  raise  the  temperature 
perceptibly?  Drop  a  three-inch  cube  of  ice  into 
each.  The  temperature  of  the  pint  will  go 
down  very  decidedly  as  the  ice  melts,  while  in  the 
hogshead  there  will  be  scarcely  any  noticeable 
change.  Apply  the  flame  of  a  small  lamp.  The 
pint  of  water  can  soon  be  made  to  boil,  whereas 
that  of  the  hogshead,  protected  as  well  as  may  be 
from  loss  by  radiation,  will  respond  but  slowly. 
Evidently  the  thermometer  measures  intensity,  not 
quantity  of  heat.  A  different  measure  must  be 
used  to  get  at  the  quantity. 

The  unit  of  heat  adopted  is  the  amount  of  heat 
necessary  to  raise  the  temperature  of  the  stan¬ 
dard  unit  of  weight  of  water  through  one  degree 
of  the  thermometer,  j  In  Europe,  where  the  decimal 
system  is  in  vogue,  the  unit  of  heat  is  conse¬ 
quently  the  amount  of  heat  required  to  raise  the 
temperature  of  one  kilogramme  of  water  through 
one  degree  of  the  Centigrade  thermometer.  This 
is  called  a  calorie.  In  England  and  in  the  United 
States  the  unit  of  heat  is  the  amount  of  heat 
necessary  to  raise  one  pound  of  water  through 
one  degree  Fahrenheit.  This  is  preferably  called 
the  British  Thermal  Unit,  usually  abbreviated  to 
“B.  T.  U.” 


The  apparatus  used  to  determine  the  heat  gen¬ 
erated  by  the  combustion  of  a  fuel  or  by  other 
chemical  changes,  is  called  a  calorimeter.  Various 
forms  have  been  used,  one  of  the  earliest  forms 
was  a  cavity  in  a  block  of  ice,  into  which  the  heat 
generating  substances  were  put,  and  the  heat  de¬ 
veloped  was  measured  by  the  amount  of  water 
obtained.  The  most  of  the  calorimeters  now  in 
use  for  fuels,  etc.,  depend  upon  the  burning  of  a 
weighed  amount  of  the  dry  material  in  such  a 
manner  that  the  heat  evolved  is  absorbed  by  a 
known  amount  of  water,  the  rise  in  temperature 
being  measured  by  a  delicately  adjusted  thermom¬ 
eter.  To  burn  a  fuel  oxygen  is  necessary,  and 
in  one  type  or  class  of  calorimeters  the  material 
tested  is  mixed  with  substances  capable  of  supply¬ 
ing  oxygen.  This  type  is  open  to  the  objection 
that  the  heats  of  formation  of  the  resulting  com¬ 
pounds,  their  capacity  for  heat,  etc.,  introduce  a 
complexity  of  conditions  requiring  too  numerous 
corrections  of  the  observations  to  afford  even  ap¬ 
proximately  correct  results.  In  a  more  trust¬ 
worthy  type  of  calorimeters  the  weighed  amount 
of  fuel  is  fired  in  an  atmosphere  of  oxygen.  In 
the  earlier  forms,  the  products  of  combustion 
were  allowed  to  escape  through  a  metallic  coil  im¬ 
mersed  in  the  water  used.  Berthelot  suggested 
the  use  of  a  closed  chamber  or  “bomb,”  the  walls 
being  necessarily  strong  to  resist  the  pressure 
generated  at  the  moment  of  combustion.  The  use 
of  oxygen  under  pressure  was  another  step. 
Various  details  of  the  Berthelot  bomb  were  im¬ 
proved  by  Mahler,  of  Germany,  and  by  others. 
The  most  recent  improvements  of  these  details 
were  made  by  Professor  Atwater,  of  Wesleyan 
University,  at  Middletown,  Conn.  (See  Journal 
Amer.  Chem.  Soc.,  Vol.  XXV,  1903,  p.  659.) 
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ond)  a  little  over  sixteen  minutes  to  boil  off  the 
pint  of  water,  that  is,  change  it  jnto  steam.  If 
the  heat  units  were  supplied  twice  as  fast,  it  would 
take  but  half  the  time,  but  whatever  the  arrange¬ 
ment  965.7  B.  T.  U.  are  necessary  to  make  one 
pound  of  steam  from  water  supplied  at  212°. 

According  to  the  standard  adopted  by  the  Amer¬ 
ican  Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers,  the  con¬ 
version  of  34.5  pounds  of  water  per  hour  in  a 
boiler  into  steam  at  212°  from  feed  water  at  212° 
constitutes  one  horse  power.  This  required  there¬ 
fore  34.5  x965.7=33,317  B.  T.  U.  From  this  the 
theoretical  value  of  any  given  fuel  may  be  cal¬ 
culated.  For  example,  if  the  calorific  value  of  a 
fuel  is  14,000  B.  T.  U.  33,317-^14,000=2.38  pounds 
of  fuel  required  per  horse  power.  Suppose  the 
calorific  value  of  the  fuel  be  10,000  B.  T.  tj.,  to 
produce  one  horse  power  would  require 
33,317-^10,000=3.33  pounds  of  fuel.  The  differ¬ 
ence  is  nearly  one  pound  of  fuel  per  horse  power. 
Multiply  this  by  the  number  of  horse  power  used 
in  a  plant,  and.even  in  a  small  one  using  but 
100  H.P.  the  difference  would  be  ninety-five 
pounds  of  fuel  per  hour.  Multiply  this  by  the 
number  of  working  hours  in  the  day  and  this 
again  by  the.  number  of  working  days  in  a  month, 
or  in  a  year,  and  one  can  form  some  idea  of  the 
enormous  difference  between  using  a  good  fuel 
or  a  poor  one. 

It  is  true  that  the  theoretical  value  of  a  fuel 
can  not  be  completely  utilized  by  any  system  at 
present  known,  but  the  cost  of  transportation  of 
the  fuel,  and  of  the  ashes  afterward,  of  the  labor 
for  stoking,  the  losses  of  heat  and  unburned  car¬ 
bon  in  the  ashes  or  cinders  and  similar  items, 
are  practically  all  against  the  use  of  the  poorer 
fuel.  The  amount  of  heating  power  practically 
obtainable  from  any  fuel  will  depend  upon  the 
construction  of  the  boiler,  and  the  skill  with 
which  it  is  managed.  Construction  of  the  boiler 
is  here  meant  to  include  not  only  the  portion 
which  holds  the  water,  but  the  arrangement  of 
fire  place,  flues,  etc.,  intended  to  utilize  the  fuel 
to  best  advantage.  It  may  here  be  remarked  that 
no  one  arrangement  can  be  expected  to  do  equally 
well  with  all  varieties  of  coal  or  other  fuel,  and 
therefore  one  has  to  consider  both  the  character 
of  the  heating  apparatus  and  that  of  the  fuel. 


be  utilized.  The  cost  of  removing  the  ashes  is 
also  another  item. 

From  the  results  of  the  examination  of  a  coal, 
a  calculation  like  this  might  be  made:  Suppose 
a  coal  costing  $2.50  per  ton  delivered,  the  exam¬ 
ination  of  which  shows  2  per  cent  moisture,  10 
per  cent  ash  and  a  heating  power  of  14,000  B.  T. 
U.  per  pound.  The  heating  power  is  always  de¬ 
termined  on  a  dried  sample  so  that  to  calculate 
on  the  basis  of  100  pounds  of  the  coal  we  have 
the  heating  power  of  only  98  pounds  of  actual 
fuel.  So  from  100  pounds  we  would  get  only 
.  98  X  14,000=13,720  B.  T.  U. 

The  two  pounds  of  moisture  claim  attention  in 
another  way.  It  is  fair  to  asstjme  that  every 
pound  of  water  consumes  1,200  B.  T.  U.  to  con¬ 
vert  it  into  steam,  and  to  heat  that  steam  to  the 
temperature  of  the  stack.  This  would  deduct 
2  X  1,200=2,400  B.  T.  U. 

Ash  Must  be  Taken  Into  Account. 

The  ash  must  be  taken  into  account.  It  may 
contain  10  to  60  per  cent  of  its  weight  of  uncon¬ 
sumed  carbon.  The  usual  amount  with  a  good 
coal  and  fairly  managed  plant  can  be  taken  as 
20  per  cent.  Now  20  per  cent  of  10  pounds  of  ash 
would  be  2  pounds.  The  calorimetrical  value  of 
pure  carbon  is  recorded  as  14,540  B.  T.  U.  Hence» 
a  loss  of  2  X  14,540=29,080  B.  T.  U.  Losses  by 
heat  units  carried  off  with  the  ash  and  cinder,  by 
radiation,  by  heating  up  the  nitrogen  of  the  air 
supplied,  etc.,  vary  so  much  with  different  cases, 
that  they  can  not  .be  brought  into  this  calculation. 

We  would  have  then: 

Credit:  Obtainable  from  the  fuel . 1:172000  B.  T.  U- 

Debit:  To  moisture .  2400  B.  T.  U. 

To  loss  in  the,  ash...  29080  B.  T.  U.  31480  B.  T.  U. 

Per  100  lbs.  coal,  balance  to  credit .  1340.520  B.  T.  U. 

For  removing'  ashes  and  cinders,  assume  a  cost 
of  25c  per  ton;  ten  per  cent  of  ash  would  be 
200  pounds  per  ton  of  coal.  Add  in  20  per  cent 
for  unconsumed  carbon  carried  with  it,  and  it 
would  make  240  pounds.  At  25c  per  ton  this  would 
cost  for  removal  3c,  bringing  the  cost  of  using 
the  coal  to  $2.53  per  ton.  One  hundred  pounds 
of  the  coal  would  cost  one-twentieth  of  this,  or 
12.65c.  The  cost  of  a  million  B.  T.  U.  could 
then  be  calculated  by  the  proportion :  1,340,520 : 
12.65=1,000,000 :  cost.  This  cost  will  be  found  to 
be  practically  9.44c.  A  similar  calculation  on 
another  coal  would  afford  a  means  of  compari¬ 
son. 


When  Proximate  Analysis  Is  Desired. 

In  that  connection  a  proximate  analysis  of  the 
coal  is  desirable,  i.e.,  one  showing  the  percentages 
of  moisture,  volatile  combustible  matter,  fixed  car¬ 
bon  and  ash.  To  this  is  usually  added  a  determin¬ 
ation  of  the  sulphur. 

Coals  are  classified  as  follows  according  to  the 
amounts  of  volatile  combustible  matter  which 
they  contain : 

Anthracite  . under  8  per  cent 

Semi-anthracite  . 8  to  12  per  cent 

Semi-bituminous  . 12  to  25  per  cent 

Bituminous  . 25  to  40  per  cent 

Gas  coats  . ...over  40  per  cent 


Another  method,  more  quickly  applied,  may  be 
used  where  questions  regarding  the  ash,  etc.,  are 
put  aside,  and  only  heating  power  is  considered. 
The  rule  for  it  may  be  stated  thus :  Of  the  coals 
under  consideration  take  one  as  the  standard  of 
comparison,  and  divide  the  heating  power  of  all 
others  by  the  heating  power  of  the  standard,  and 
multiply  the  result  by  100.  By  way  of  example, 
we  take  from  our  records  the  results  on  three  dif¬ 
ferent  coals  which  have  been  tested  in  our  lab¬ 
oratory  for  commercial  purposes. 

Heating 

Mois-  Vola-  Fixed  Sul-  Power, 


Sample.  ture.  tile.  Carbon.  Ash.  phur.  B.  T.  U. 

A  . 3.72  39.27  45.61  11.40  0.49  12,006 

B  . 3.63  41.10  52.14  8.13  0.57  13,205 

C  . 0.58  16.80  77.00  6.62  0.62  14,653 


Value  of  Fuel  for  Steam. 

If  we  consider  the  use  of  fuel  for  making 
steam  it  must  first  of  all  be  noted  that  calorimetric- 
ally  there  is  a  great  difference  between  a  pound 
(to  all  intents  a  pint)  of  water  at  212°,  and  the 
same  amount  in  condition  of  steam  at  the  same 
temperature.  Imagine  a  heating  apparatus  so  ad¬ 
justed  as  to  give  one  B.  T.  U.  per  second.  Now 
since  a  B.  T.  U.  is  the  amount  of  heat  required 
to  raise  the  temperature  of  one  pound  of  water 
one  degree  Fahrenheit,  this  would  raise  the  tem¬ 
perature  of  ten  pounds  of  water  one  degree  every 
ten  seconds.  But  when  our  ten  pounds  of  water 
got  to  212°,  to  boil  off  or  convert  into  steam  one' 
pound  (pint)  of  that  water,  it  would  require  a 
little  over  sixteen  minutes.  (965.7  secs.)  That 
is,  you  must  raise  the  temperature  of  the  water 
to  the  boiling  point,  and  then  keep  the  same  heat 
applied  to  the  water  to  keep  it  boiling,  and  since 
the  latent  heat  of  steam  is  965.7  B.  T.  U.  it  will 
take  in  this  case  (one  B.  T.  U.  supplied  per  sec- 


As  the  volatile  combustible  matter  increases,  so 
does  the  tendency  to  produce  smoke  (or  a  long 
flame)  increase.  Anthracite  is  practically  smoke¬ 
less.  As  a  general  rule  semi-bituminous  and 
non-coking  coals  are  preferred  for  steam  making. 
They  kindle  easily,  burn  rapidly  and  give  a  “free” 
fire.  The  most  effective  way  of  burning  bitum¬ 
inous  coals  is  in  the  pulverized  condition.  This 
requires  a  long  combustion  chamber  to  utilize  the 
heat  produced. 

The  amount  of  moisture  in  a  coal  has  some 
importance,  not  only  because  it  occupies  the  place 
of  combustible  material,  but  also  because  it  oc¬ 
cupies  the  space  of  combustible  material,  and  also 
because  a  certain  amount  of  the  heating  power 
of  the  coal  is  consumed  in  converting  it  into 
steam  heated  to  the  temperature  of  the  gases 
escaping  through  the  stack.  Similarly  the  ash  re¬ 
duces  the  proportion  of  combustible  and  also  be¬ 
sides  partly  clogging  the  fire,  when  dropped  from 
the  grate  carries  along  with  it  some  unconsumed 
carbon  as  well  as  heat  units,  which  thus  fail  to 


If  we  take  A  as  the  standard,  dividing  the  B.  T. 
U.  recorded  for  each  by  12,006,  would  give  the 
relative  heating  values  thus: 

A  100 
B  110 
C  121 

So  that  if  A  sells  for  $2.00  a  ton,  B  is  worth 
$2.20  and  C  $2.42  per  ton  and  so  on.  If  either  of 
the  others  were  taken  as  the  standard  of  com¬ 
parison,  the  relative  values  would  show  the  same 
ratio. 

With  B  as  standard.  With  C  as  standard. 


A .  91.0  82.6 

B . 100.0  90.7 

C . 110.2  100.0 


Query?  If  a  contract  called  for  a  delivery  of 
10,000  tons  of  coal  B,  and  half  of  the  order  were 
filled  with  coal  A,  where  would  the  loss  be 
shown  ? 

Evidently  a  coal  contract  should  contain  speci¬ 
fications  as  to  heating  power  and  useful  constit¬ 
uents,  and  examination  should  be  frequently  m.adt 
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of  the  deliveries.  We  have  some  customers  who 
pursue  this  policy  with  advantage. 


Boiler  Tests  of  Fuel. 


Boiler  tests  of  fuel  arc  made  from  time  to 
time,  and  when  such  are  supplemented  hy  calori¬ 
meter  tests,  made  with  the  improved  apparatus 
of  the  present  day,  the  results  show  a  close  corre¬ 
spondence  of  the  one  with  the  other.  Such  tests 
to  be  comparable  should  be  made  with  the  same 
boiler,  with  the  same  fireman,  and  with  other  con¬ 
ditions,  season,  etc.,  as  nearly  alike  as  is  possible. 
These  requirements  are  not  always  fulfilled. 

In  this  connection  we  quote  a  table  from  a 
paper  on  “The  Valuation  of  Coals,”  read  by  Prof. 
N.  W.  Lord,  of  Ohio,  before  the  American  Asso¬ 
ciation  for  the  Advancement  of  Science. 

For  the  5ake  of  simplicity  in  presenting  the ' 
results  Hocking  valley  coal  was  rated  at  JOO,  and 
the  results  with  the  other  coals  tested  are  stated 
on  that  scale.  The  results  were : 

Calorimeter  Calc’d  Boiler 

Description  of  Coal  Test  Kvap’n.  Test. 

Hocking  Vatley . 100  100  100 


Pocahontas . 122  131  127 

Thacker . 116  116  117 

Kreeport . lOi)  109  106 

Darlington . 112  109  105 

Pittsburg  . 113  114  113 


We  append  a  few  results  obtained  on  coals 
submitted  to  us,  as  showing  the  value  and  import¬ 
ance  of  such  examinations  as  we  recommend  for 
a  satisfactory  appreciation  of  the  practical  value 
of  a  fuel. 


Mois- 

Vola- 

Sul- 

B.  r.  u. 

Sample. 

ture. 

tile. 

Carbon. 

Ash. 

pliur. 

(Bomb) 

A . 

.  .  .4.69 

38.06 

54.23 

3.02 

0.59 

13,390 

B . 

. .  .0.32 

16.26 

72.93 

10.49 

1.98 

13,995 

C . 

. . .  0.83 

41.59 

38.24 

19.34 

2.49 

11,862 

D . 

. .  .0.95 

14.61 

71.80 

12.64 

2.46 

13,632 

E . 

. .  .0.78 

15.87 

74.81 

8.54 

0.05 

14,205 

F . 

. .  .1.32 

35.20 

56.21 

7.27 

1.64 

13,902 

G . 

. .  .0.69 

18.95 

71.11 

9.25 

2.13 

14,150 

H . 

.  .  .4.12 

39.37 

53.58 

2.93 

0.60 

13,635 

I . 

.  .  .4.51 

39.97 

49.80 

5.72 

0.51 

12,913 

F . 

.  .  .1.87 

42.33 

44.67 

11.13 

4.42 

12,581 

K . 

32.43 

40.38 

23.75 

0.36 

9,956 

L . 

20.31 

69.32 

9.54 

1.44 

14,040 

Ash  of  Coal;  Clinker,  Etc. 


A  few  W9rds  regarding  analysis  of  a  coal  ash. 
Sulphur  is  invariably  present  in  coal  to  a  greater 
or  less  extent.  It  has  a  calorific  value,  which 
however  is  far  inferior  to  that  of  carbon,  but 
that  it  occupies  its  place  to  the  exclusion  of  a 
more  valuable  heating  constituent  is  the  least  of 
its  disadvantages.  When  much  sulphur  is  present, 
as  is  well  known,  the  coal  will  clinker  badly,  and 
coal  users  have  long  since  discovered  that  it  is 
disadvantageous  to  use  a  very  sulphurous  coal. 

Besides  this,  some  coal  users  judge  of  the  qual¬ 
ity  of  a  coal  by  the  appearance  of  the  ash,  chiefly 
by  the  redness  due  to  iron.  Many  coals,  how¬ 
ever,  clinker  badly  without  showing  any  large 
proportion  of  sulphur  or  an  ash  worse  in  appear¬ 
ance  than  that  of  coals  known  to  be  good.  The 
real  reason  is  that  the  mineral  constituents  exist 
in  them  in  such  proportion  as  to  form  a  very  fusi¬ 
ble  combination,  a  fact  only  ascertainable  by  an 
analysis  of  the  ash.  Such  a  combination  may 
be  of  value  in  some  metallurgical  work,  but  in 
firing  under  a  boiler,  it  is  most  objectionable. 

From  an  article  on  “Sampling,  Analysis  and 
Preparation  of  Coal,”  in  the  Railroad  Gazette  of 
Aug.  26th,  1904,  by  F.  R.  Wadleigh,  we  quote 
the  following: 

Coal  No.  1. 


Proximate  Analysis. 

Per  cent. 


Moisture . 0.49 

Volatile  . 19.11 

Carbon  . 73.68 

Ash  . 6.36 

Sulphur . 0.48 


Analysis  of  Ash. 
Per  cent. 


Silica . 34.80 

Alumina . 23.30 

Iron  oxide  . 11.64 

Lime  carbonate  . 23.50 

Magnesia  . 3.65 

Undetermined . 3.11 


The  above  coal  gave  a  very  fusible  ash  and 
the  clinker  therefrom  coated  the  grate  bars  with 
a  thin,  glassy,  blackish-red  covering,  sticking  very 
close  to  the  grate  and  running  down  to  the  ash 
pit  in  thin  black  finger-like  hangers.  The  fusibil¬ 
ity  can  be  explained  by  the  large  percentages  of 
magnesia,  lime  and  iron  as  shown  by  the  above 
analysis. 

Coal  No.  2. 


Proximate  Analysis. 

Per  cent. 


Moisture  . 0.39 

Volatile  . 26.29 

Carbon  . 62.24 

Ash  . 10.08 

Sulphur  .  1.17 


Analysis  of  Ash. 
Per  cent. 


Silica  . 23.23 

Alumina  . 23.79 

Iron  oxide  . 28.33 

Lime  carbonate  . 10.76 

Magnesia  . 6.38 


This  coal  formed  a  very  heavy,  thick  brownish- 
red  clinker,  with  black  knobs,  forming  so  quickly 
that  on  a  locomotive  test  with  a  light  passenger 


train,  the  fire  had  to  be  cleaned  every  twenty-five 
miles.  It  would  be  difficult  to  imagine  a  more 
troublesome  ash. 

Coal  No.  3. 


Proximate  Analysis. 

Per  cent. 
Moisture  . 


Volatile  . 33.00 

Carbon  . 58.07 

Ash  .  6.93 

Sulphur  . 2.28 


Analysis  of  Ash. 
Per  cent. 


.Silica  . 40.32 

Alumina . 39.02 

Iron  oxide . 17.81 

lAme  . 2.65 

Magnesia  . 0.70 

Sulphur  trioxide  ....  0.46 


The  color  of  the  ash  sometimes  influences  a 
fireman  or  engineer  very  much  in  the  judgment 
of  an  ash,  but  should  not  for  a  moment  be  con¬ 
sidered.  The  quality  of  the  clinker  and  ash  is 
much  more  important — that  is,  whether  the 
clinker  will  stick  to  tlie  grate  bars  and  furnace 
walls  or  whether  it  can  be  easily  pulled  out  by  the 
fireman.  Many  coals  will  so  clinker  a  grate  that 
it  must  be  chiseled  off  the  bars  after  the  fire  is 
out.  Such  clinker  is  usually  very  liquid  and  de-* 
ceiving.  Other  coals  may  make  more  clinker,  but 
of  a  kind  that  can  readily  be  gotten  rid  of  by  the 
fireman. 

We  have  equipped  our  laboratory  with  a  Ber- 
thelot-Mahler-Atwater  Standard  Bomb  Calori¬ 
meter,  of  the  latest  and  best  pattern,  the  only  one 
available  in  New  York  City  for  commercial  tests 
of  fuel,  and  are  prepared  to  make  accurate  calori¬ 
meter  tests  of  coal  and  other  fuels,  as  well  as  the 
usual  proximate  analyses,  sulphur  determinations, 
analyses  of  ash,  etc. 

We  are  prepared  to  furnish  our  customers  with 
specifications  for  the  purchasing  of  fuel,  such 
as  are  used  by  one  of  the  largest  consumers  of 
coal  in  New  York  City,  who  buy  all  of  their  coal 
on  the  proximate  analysis  and  calorimeter  tests 
which  we  furnish. 

We  should  be  pleased  to  enter  into  correspond¬ 
ence  with  prospective  customers  with  a  view  to 
our  practically  taking  charge  and  supervision  of 
their  coal  supply.  Such  arrangement  will  be 
found  to  be  profitable  and  advantageous  to  users 
of  large  amounts  of  fuel. 


Wliy  Study  of  Fuel  Is  Necessary. 

1  he  most  fruitful,  the  most  needed  and  the 
most  neglected  item  is  the  study  of  economy  in 
industrial  operations  is  the  fuel  employed.  Mr. 
W.  L.  Abbot,  chief  operating  Engineer  of  the 
Chicago  Edison  Co.,  in  a  paper  read  before  the 
National  Electric  Light  Association,  May,  1900, 
has  this  to  say  on  the  fuel  question : 

“The  greatest  possibilities  for  saving  or  wast¬ 
ing  about  a  steam  plant  are  undoubtedly  in  the 
coal  pile,  but  as  it  is  a  dirty  proposition  and  many 
of  its  features  not  well  understood,  the  subject 
does  not  receive  the  consideration  to  which  it  is 
entitled. 

“The  average  ambitious  engineer  or  superin¬ 
tendent  will  spend  much  time  and  care  on  his  en¬ 
gine  to  be  sure  that  the  indicator  cards  are  per¬ 
fectly  symmetrical,  that  the  points  of  cut-off  are 
equal,  that  the  release  is  in  time  and  that  the 
compression  rises  to  meet  the  admission  in  a 
smooth  rounded  curve.  This  is  proper  and  com¬ 
mendable,  yet  the  same  time  spent  in  studying 
the  conditions  of  combustion  in  his  furnace  might 
show  him  a  way  to  make  a  saving  in  fuel  four¬ 
fold  greater  than  is  possible  in  the  final  refine¬ 
ments  of  the  indicator  cards.  When  we  cons'der 
that  $100  saved  is  $100  added  to  the  surplus, 
which  is  as  good  as  $500  increase  in  the  gross  re¬ 
ceipts  and  that,  to  add  $500  monthly  to  the  gross 
earnings  would  require  an  investment  of  say 
$25,000,  when  we  consider  this  we  may  realize 
what  a  valuable  asset  is  an  engineer  who  is  pro¬ 
lific  in  methods  for  keeping  cost  down,  or  is 
ready  to  adopt  such  methods  from  others. 


V 


The  United  Coke  &  Gas  Co..  Camden,  N.  J., 
has  just  completed  100  new  coke  ovens,  which 
niakes  150  ovens  the  company  has  in  operation, 
i'he  new  ovens  are  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Ver¬ 
non  street  and  the  citizens  are  objecting  because 
tliey  cut  off  the  street  and  close  to  the  public 
the  entire  ground  formerly  known  as  the  ballast 
wharf. 


George  Daugherty,  a  prominent  coal  operator 
in  Pittsburg.  Pa.,  died  a  few  days  ago  at  his 
home,  aged  seventy-five  years.  He  was  distin¬ 
guished  as  the  man  who  opened  the  first  coal 
mine  in  the  Panhandle  district  of  Pennsylvania. 


Chicago  Teamsters  liaise 
Boy  cot. 

'1  he  coal  teamsters  notified  the  employers  on 
'1  uc'day  of  this  week  that  the  boycott  against 
the  four  coal  companies  that  persisted  in  em- 
|)loying  non-union  teamsters  had  been  raised 
and  the  strike  declared  off  officially. 

President  John  Smyth  of  the  coal  teamsters’ 
union  refused  to  discuss  the  action  of  the  union 
further  than  to  state  that  they  had  lifted  the 
boycott  against  the  four  coal  companies  in¬ 
volved. 

John  V.  F'arwell  Jr.,  chairman  of  the  action 
committee  of  the  Employers’  Association,  gave 
out  the  following  statement  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  meeting  between  the  coal  teamsters’  com¬ 
mittee  and  representatives  of  thjt  coal  com¬ 
panies  : 

It  will  be  remembered  that  after  all  the  other 
teamsters’  unions  had  declared  the  strike  off  the 
coal  teamsters  refused  to  take  the  same  position 
with  reference  to  the  four  firms  involved,  viz. : 

Peabody  Coal  Co. 

F".  G.  Hartwell  &  Co. 

E.  F.  Daniels  &  Co. 

Crearer,  Clinch  &  Co. 

On  1  uesday  the  officers  of  that  union  re¬ 
quested  a  meeting  with  the  coal  men.  At  such 
meeting,  held  Tuesday  morning,  the  action  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  Employers’  Association  was  also 
represented,  and  the  teamsters’  officials  stated 
that  the  union  on  Sunday  last  had  declared  the 
strike  off  unconditionally.  This  puts  the  coal 
men  in  the  same  position  as  the  other  employers 
as  to  strikes  and  boycotts,  and  they  will  like¬ 
wise  run  their  business  on  the  principles  of  the 
Employers’  Association.  The  public  will  be  glad 
to  know  that  this  is  the  end  of  one  of  the  most 
far-reaching  and  uncalled  for  strikes  which  ever 
occurred  in  Chicago  or  elsewhere. 

Report  of  Chicago  Coal  Trade 
Picnic  Committee. 

At  a  meeting  held  on  Tuesday  of  this  week 
the  picnic  committee  reported  a  balance  of 
$480.49  after  all  the  expenses  of  the  Ravinia 
park  picnic  had  been  paid.  The  receipts  from 
the  sale  of  tickets  amounted  to  $1,184.70  and  the 
expenses  were  $704.21.  After  expending  $300 
for  renewing  the  bed  in  St.  Luke’s  Hospital, 
which  expires  on  October  fifteenth,  1905,  a  bal¬ 
ance  of  $180.49  will  remain  and  this  amount  will 
be  placed  in  a  savings  bank,  subject  to  a  check 
of  the  committee,  and  it  will  be  held  as  ‘a  sur¬ 
plus  to  be  used  in  emergency  cases.  Cards  are 
being  printed  which  conspicuously  show  a  red 
cross,  and  they  will  be  distributed  to  every  coal 
office  in  Chicago.  These  cards  state  that  the 
employe  of  any  Chicago  coal  company  can 
avail  themselves  of  the  hospital  bed  free  of  any 
charge,  and  this  should  give  the  coal  trade's 
free  bed  in  St.  Luke’s  wide  publicity.  The  com¬ 
mittee  will  meet  about  once  a  month  and  con¬ 
sists  of  L.  R.  Rutter,  F.  J.  Browning,  D.  W. 
Buchanan,  B.  B.  Felix,  W.  C.  Hill  and  A1 
Bunge. 

V 

William  L.  Shaw,  a  prominent  coal  operator 
of  Baltimore,  Md..  died  at  Atlantic  City,  N.  J., 
a  few  days  ago,  death  resulting  from  paralysis. 
Mr.  Shaw  engaged  in  the  coal  mining  business 
with  his  brothers  shortlv  after  the  civil  war  and 
was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Shaw  Bros,  until 
1892.  He  was  seventy-seven  years  of  age. 

Large  quantities  of  coal  are  being  stored  near 
Honesdale,  Pa.,  by  the  Erie  railroad.  The  com¬ 
pany  has  been  dumping  its  coal  at  Port  Jervis, 
N.  Y.,  but  the  facilities  there  are  not  what  they 
are  at  Honesdale,  and  the  company  decided  upon 
the  latter  place  and  will  store  a  large  amount  of 
coal  at  this  point. 

The  federal  government  has  begun  suit  against 
the  Bessemer  Coal  &  Coke  Co..  Connellsville. 
Pa.,  for  an  injunction  restraining  the  company 
from  taking  the  fine  coking  coal  from  under  the 
bed  of  the  Monongahela  river  near  Pittsburg. 
The  government  contends  that  it  is  the  owner 
of  the  mineral  which  the  coal  company  is  about 
to  take. 
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Western  Retail  ^^otes. 

The  Farmers’  Elevator  Co.,  Beardsley,  Minn., 
is  building  a  large  coal  shed  at  that  point. 

Dealers  at  Lincoln,  Neb.,  are  reported  to  be  do¬ 
ing  a  good  business,  having  all  the  orders  they 
can  fill. 

The  coal  firm  of  Tunmore  &  Cheatham  at 
Aberdeen,  S.  D.,  has  been  succeeded  by  Tunmore 
&  Tunmore. 

Coal  is  arriving  at  Duluth,  Minn.,  in  great 
quantities  and  is  it  believed  the  season  will  be  a 
prosperous  one. 

W.  F.  Klinker,  a  coal  dealer  of  Lesterville, 
S.  D.,  recently'  sold  his  business  at  that  point 
to  C.  H.  Oleson. 

A  large  coal  warehouse  has  been  built  at 
Thief  River  Falls,  Minn.,  by  Oen  &  Granum, 
coal  dealers  at  that  point. 

C.  M.  Howard,  Merrill,  Wis..  recently  sold  his 
fuel  business  at  that  point  to  W.  H.  Cannon, 
who  will  take  charge  immediately. 

Arnold  &  Sigler,  coal  dealers  at  Leon,  Iowa, 
recently  sold  their  coal  business  there  to  C.  C. 
Little,  who  will  immediately  take  charge. 

S.  Stewart,  Hancock,  Minn.,  recently  was 
awarded  the  contract  for  furnishing  coal  for  the 
court  house  and  poor  farm  at  that  point. 

J.  M.  Larrabee,  Le  Roy,  Minn.,  has  built  an 
addition  to  his  coal  storage  sheds,  in  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  an  increased  business  this  fall  and  winter. 

The  Vanderwarket  Coal  Co.,  St.  Paul,  Minn., 
has  been  succeeded  by  the  McClure  Coal  Co., 
Samuel  McQure  being  president  of  the  company. 

The  Southern  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Knoxville. 
Tenn.,  was  recently  awarded  the  contract  for 
supplying  coal  for  the  school  buildings  at  that 
point. 

The  Carland  Coal  Co.,  Toledo,  Ohio,  recently 
was  awarded  the  contract  for  furnishing  coal 
for  the  county  buildings  at  that  point.  The  price 
named  was  $2.15  per  ton  on  Pittsburg  No.  8. 

A  small  blaze  was  discovered  a  few  days  ago 
in  the  yards  of  the  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  '  It  was  extinguished  be¬ 
fore  much  damage  was  done. 

A  farmers’  coal  company  has  been  formed  at 
Bird  Island,  Minn.,  and  a  large  coal  storage  shed 
will  be  built  immediately.  Charles  Kenning  is 
secretary. 

The  Farmers’  Elevator  Co.,  Barry,  Minn.,  has 
built  a  large  coal  storage  shed  at  that  point  and 
will  handle  fuel  in  connection  with  grain  during 
the  coming  season. 

James  D.  Ogilvie,  city  clerk  of  Eldridge,  N. 
D.,  will  receive  bids  until  September  second,  for 
one  car  of  coal,  half  anthracite  and  half  bitumi¬ 
nous,  for  the  school  building  at  that  point. 

Coal  is  selling  at  $2.50  per  ton  at  Centerville, 
Iowa.  J.  A.  Koontz  handles  the  output  of  local 
coal  at  that  point  and  is  preparing  to  meet  an  in¬ 
creased  demand  for  fuel  the  coming  season. 

The  Consumers  Fuel  Co.  was  recently  incor¬ 
porated  at  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  with' an  author¬ 
ized  capital  of  $10,000.  The  company  will  deal 
in  coal  and  wood,  both  at  wholesale  and  retail. 

It  is  said  that  the  August  prices'  on  anthracite 
at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  are  from  fifty  to  seventy- 
five  cents  higher  than  a  year  ago,  the  average 
price  at  this  time  being  $10  per  ton  delivered. 

The  Kentucky  &  Tennessee  Retail  Coal  Deal¬ 
ers’  Association,  which  was  organized  in  Louis¬ 
ville  less  than  a  month  ago,  is  getting  down  to 
business  and  enlisting  every  legitimate  dealer  in 
the  two  states. 

The  Topeka  Ice  &  Fuel  Co.,  Topeka,  Kas., 
recently  was  awarded  the  contract  for  furnish¬ 
ing  coal  for  the  county  buildings  at  that  point. 
The  company  will  furnish  Leavenv/orth  lump 
coal  at  $3.20  per  ton. 

It  is  announced  that  natural  gas  at  Richmond, 
Ind.,  will  advance  in  price  from  25  to  50  cents 
per  thousand  cubic  feet  on  November  first.  The 
news  came  as  a  shock  to  the  consumers,  and  it 


is  expected  there  will  be  a  rush  for  coal  when  the 
weather  becomes  a  little  chilly.  Some  of  the 
former  gas  consumers  are  laying  in  a  supply  of 
coal  now,  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  the  low 
prices,  as  anthracite  coal  is  retailing  at  $7.00  per 
ton. 

A  warrant  has  been  issued  for  the  arrest  of 
Clarence  B.  Edens,_  a  solicitor  for  a  coal  com¬ 
pany  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  charging  him  with 
selling  short  weight  coal.  An  order  of  coal 
which  should  have  weighed  a  ton  was  found  to 
be  800  pounds  short.  i 

Paul  Mansfield,  formerly  with  the  Hamilton 
Coal  &  Supply  Co.,  Hamilton,  Ohio,  has  resigned 
his  position  and  gone  with  Colder  &  Johnson, 
wholesale  coal  and  coke  dealers  of  Cincinnati. 
He  will  have  charge  of  the  local  offices  of  the 
company  at  Hamilton. 

The  coal  dealers  of  Mankato,  Minn.,  recently 
held  a  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
freight  rates  on  coal  and  demurrage  charges.  No 
plan  of  action  was  decided  upon  but  it  was  deemed 
advisable  to  take  the  matter  up  with  railroad 
officials  in  the  near  future. 

The  coal  dealers  of  Peoria,  III.,  recently  com¬ 
piled  a  list  of  all  delinquent  customers  on  last 
season’s  coal  accounts  and  will  refuse  to  deliver 
either  for  cash  or  credit  to  any  one  on  the  list, 
unless  the  customer  shall  have  first  satisfied  the 
dealer  to  whom  he  is  in  arrears. 

Peter  P.  Henry,  a  well  known  coal  dealer 
of  Chicago  and  an  old  resident  of  the  city,  died 
at  his  home  a  few  days  ago  of  Bright’s  disease. 
He  came  to  Chicago  in  1872  from  Ireland  and 
entered  the  coal  business,  which  he  gave  up  in 
1893.  He  was  eighty-nine  years  of  age. 

It  is  said  that  H.  C.  Stroedler,  who  was 
awarded  the  contract  for  furnishing  the  coal  sup¬ 
ply  for  the  schools  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  has  not 
lived  up  to  his  contract  with  the  school  board. 
He  was  to  have  delivered  by  August  fifteenth 
6,000  tons  of  coal  and  is  now  short  2,200  tons. 

The  Bluff  City  Lumber  Co.,  Council  Bluffs, 
Iowa,  recently  was  awarded  the  contract  for  fur¬ 
nishing  coal  for  the  school  buildings  at  that 
place  during  the  coming  winter.  The  price 
named  was  $3.21  per  ton  for  Centerville  screened 
lump  coal,  of  which  over  1,200  tons  will  be  pro¬ 
vided. 

The  Guhin  Fuel  Co.,  Eureka,  S-.  D.,  is  con¬ 
templating  making  a  number  of  improvements 
at  its  yards  in  that  city.  A  new  brick  office 
building  will  be  erected,  drop  scales  being  pro¬ 
vided  in  front  of  the  structure,  which  will  be  so 
arranged  that  they  can  be  operated  from  the 
office. 

The  Zettlemeyer  Coal  Co.  and  the  Goff-Kirby 
Coal  Coj,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  have  been  awarded 
the  contract  for  furnishing  the  coal  for  the 
school  buildings  of  that  city.  The  first  named 
company  will  furnish  chestnut  at  $5.93  per  ton ; 
the'  Goff-Kirby  Co.  will  furnish  bituminous  lump 
at  $2.47  per  ton. 

The  bids  recently  received  by  the  city  council 
of  Lincoln,  Neb.,  for  furnishing  3,500  tons  of 
steam  coal  and  a  small  party  of  anthracite  and 
bituminous  coal  showed  such  a  wide  range  of 
prices  that  the  contract  has  not  yet  been  awarded. 
The  prices  quoted  by  local  dealers  on  steam  coal 
ranged  from  $2.35  to  $2.63  per  ton. 

It  is  alleged  that  coal  dealers  at  Flint,  Mich., 
have  been  selling  coal  to  the  woolen  mills  at 
that  point  for  $2.40  per  ton  and  charging  the 
city  $5.60  per  ton.  The  matter  has  been  taken 
in  hand  by  Mayor  Aitken,  who  declares  he 
will  find  a  way  to  get  coal  at  more  reasonable 
pricqs,  if  he  has  to  buy  it  from  the  woolen  mills. 

A  party  of  Detroit  (Mich.)  coal  dealers,  num¬ 
bering  fourteen,  recently  returned  from  a  trip 
to  the  mines  of  the  Chapman  Coal  Co.,  Jackson, 
Ohio.  They  were  taken  down  into  a  mine  thirty 
feet  deep  and  rode  a  mile  under  ground  on 
the  coal  cars.  The  trip  was  a  very  pleasant  one 
and  proved  quite  interesting  to  the  Michigan 
dealers. 

Seal  proposals  for  furnishing  coal  for  the 
county  buildings  at  Cleveland.  Ohio,  will  be  re¬ 
ceived  at  the  office  of  the  board  of  county  com- 
rnissioners  until  September  second.  The  quanti¬ 
ties  wanted  are  fifty  tons  Lackawanna  egg ;  2.000 


tons  Pittsburg  or  Ohio  nut;  100  tons  best  grade 
soft  lump  coal ;  100  tons  best  cannel  grate  coal. 
A  certified  check  for  $500  must  accompany  each 
bid. 

The  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Terre 
Haute,  Ind.,  is  becoming  discouraged,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  several  large  companies  have  been 
slashing  prices  right  and  left  and  simply  de¬ 
moralized  the  trade  at  that  point.  The  associa 
tion  dealers  quote  $2.25  per  ton  for  Linton 
lump  and  $2.90  for  Brazil  Block,  while  the  in 
dependent  dealers  quote  $1.10  to  one  retailer  and 
$1.40  to  the  next. 


Eastern  Retail  ^lotes. 

C.  Henry  Marshall,  Chester,  Pa.,  has  pur¬ 
chased  a  half  interest  in  the  coal  and  feed  busi¬ 
ness  of  John  Swaye,  of  Chester. 

George  W.  Bailey,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  recently 
was  awarded  the  contract  for  furnishing  500 
tons  of  coal  for  the  water  works  at  Camden, 
N.  J. 

The  harbor  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  it  is  reported, 
is  filled  with  coal  barges  and  schooners.  'The 
four  docks  are  working  night  and  day  to  unload 
the  coal. 

The  Lake  Champlain  Transportation  Co.,  Al¬ 
bany,  N.  Y.,  recently  purchased  the  wholesale 
and  retail  business  of  the  Lake  Champlain  Coal 
Co.  at  that  point. 

It  is  said  that  dullness  pervades  all  branches  of 
the  anthracite  trade  throughout  Pennsylvania. 
Dealers’  storage  yards  are  reported  filled  up, 
with  no  demand  for  the  product. 

Stone  &  Co.,  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  recently  sold 
their  coal  business  on  West  street  to  John  H. 
McEnany,  who  has  been  employed  as  book¬ 
keeper  by  the  company  for  several  years. 

The  largest  fleet  of  coal  vessels  ever  consigned 
to  any  one  concern  in  Bangor,  Me.,  recently  ar¬ 
rived  at  that  port,  consigned  to  the  Stickney  & 
Babcock  Coal  Co.  The  fleet  includes  nine  ves¬ 
sels  with  a  total  of  6,321  tons  of  coal. 

Miss  Esther  Kavanaugh,  Amsterdam.  N.  Y., 
died  at  her  home  in  that  city  a  few  days  ago. 
She  was  a  sister  of  John  Kavanaugh,  the  coal 
merchant,  and  was  associated  with  him  in  busi¬ 
ness,  the  firm  name  being  John  Kavanaugh  &  Co. 

Levi  Edlavitch,  a  coal  dealer  of  Baltimore,  Md., 
was  arrested  recently  and  charged  with  selling 
short  weight  coal.  A  charge  of  delivering  coal 
without  the  accompanying  ticket  giving  the  sell¬ 
er’s  name  and  the  amount  of  coal  in  the  wagon 
also  was  made  against  him. 

The  Richlands  Pocahontas  Coal  Co.  was  re¬ 
cently  incorporated  at  Atlanta,  N.  Y.,  with  an 
authorized  capital  of  $5,000.  The  incorporators 
are  Clarence  C.  Harris,  13  West  Forty-seventh 
street;  A.  B.  Harris,  124  West  Forty-seventh 
street.  New  York,  and  Wilbur  A.  Marshall,  of 
Plainfield,  N.  J. 

The  coal  heavers  at  Rutland,  Vt.,  recently  went 
on  strike  and,  as  a  consequence,  the  men  are 
now  lying  idle,  while  others  are  taking  their 
places.  The  strike  originated  at  the  yards  of 
the  E.  S.  Adsit  Coal  Co.  a  few  weeks  ago,  when 
the  men  stopped  work  because  the  company  re¬ 
fused  to  give  them  ten  cents  per  ton  for  unload¬ 
ing  coal  from  barges. 

Frank  Ackerman,  a  coal  and  wood  merchant 
of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  recently  secured  an  injunc¬ 
tion  restraining  the  city  from  interfering  with 
his  premises.  A  few  days  ago  Ackerman  was 
notified  that  his  buildings  were  on  a  part  of  a 
certain  street  and  situated  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  break  off  the  street  at  that  point,  and  that 
if  he  did  not  remove  them  the  city  would. 

.\t  a  meeting  of  the  Coal  Handlers’  and  Trim¬ 
mers’  Union,  Boston,  Mass.,  there  were  several 
speeches  by  prominent  men,  emphasizing  the  fact 
that  the  union  had  only  been  involved  in  two  dis¬ 
putes  since  it  was  first  organized.  Several  im¬ 
portant  questions  came  up  for  discussion. 
Twelve  new  members  were  taken  in  and  the 
meeting  was  altogether  one  of  great  interest  to 
all  the  members  present. 


[August  26 


iO 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


Wage  Scale  Signed  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee. 

Operators  and  miners  of  district  No.  19,  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee 
recently  were  assembled  m  joint  conference  at  Knoxville,  at  which  labor  con¬ 
ditions  and  wage  contracts  were  discussed  at  length.  The  old  wage  scale 
was  adopted.  The  first  proposition  made  to  the  miners  was  accepted  and 
^  ^l^inning  September  first  was  sighed.  The  operators 

agreement  and  the  miners  are  also 
satisfied.  The  schedule  of  wages  and  details  of  scale  adopted  are  as  follows: 

the  joint  agrecnient  of  operators  and  miners  for  the  ensuing  year  be- 
ginnmg  September  first,  is  in  detail  as  follows: 

The  operators  and  miners  of  District  19,  United  Mine  Workers  of 
America,  represented  in  the  joint  convention  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.  herebv 

igoTthe  foting'r'^*'"^  ensuing  year  ending  August  thirty-first, 

MINING. 

Section  1  Resolved  that  the  price  for  mining  shall  be  as  follows: 

cbali  f  n  Creek-Jelheo  district  pick-mined,  screened  coal 

shall  be  paid  for  on  the  following  basis : 

No.  1.  Under  2^  feet . 

No.  2.  2J4  ft.  to  2  ft.  9  in .  . 

No.  3.  2  ft.  9  in.  to  3^  ft . . 770 r 

No.  4.  3  ft.  6  in.  and  over  .  . 71i/c 

The  above  per  ton  of  2,000  lbs.  in  weigh-box! . 

Run-of-mine  shall  be  50c  per  ton  of  2,000  lbs. 

the  price  paid  for  mining  at  all  other  mines  parties  to 
&  ’’c  seven  per  cent  less  than  that  paid  under  contrLt  dated 

September  twenty-six,  190.3,  and  amendment  thereto,  paid  by  said  mines 

^  mining  shall  be  seven  per  cent  less  than  was 

thereto"^^'^  contract  dated  September  twenty-six,  1903,  and  amendments 

IMPURITIES. 

Any  miner  loading  an  ^unusual  amount  of  dirt,  slate,  sulphur  .or  other 
mpurities  with  his  coal  shall  be  laid  off  one  day  for  each  offense.  The  com¬ 
pany  s  representa^ves  will  on  all  such  occasions  show  such  unusual  amount 

‘  u  during  any  one  month  shall  then  be  subject 

to  discharge  provided  however,  that  no  dirt,  slate,  sulphur,  or  other  im- 
punties  shall  be  included  in  the  measurements  to  determine  the  height  of 

YARDAGE. 

T'' Je”>co  district  shall  be 
l?Qn  ^  ^oth  top  and  bottom  are  blasted,  the  price  shall  be 

$2.90  per  yard ;  solid  rock  entries,  $3.25 ;  rock  top  and  slate  bottom  $3.70 
Entries,  airwaj^  and  all  narrow  work  in  coal,  when  used  for  entries  and  air¬ 
ways,  shall  be  $1.00  per  yard.  But  when  the  slate  parting  occurs  in  the  coal 
and  neither  top  nor  bottom  is  blasted,  the  price  shall  be  $140  per  vLTIn 
entries  and  airways  when  the  slate  is  loaded  out  and  does  not  Lceed  nine 
inches  in  thickness;  over  nine  inches  and  up  to  eighteen  inches  in  entries 
and  rooms,  4  4-5c  extra  per  ton  shall  be  paid  cn  the  coal. 


ROOM  TURNING. 

roo„!s  ii'1,n'c“oi  HS,: 

COAL  CREEK  YARDAGE. 

t  .  has  to  be  shot  over  the  coal  the  price  shall 

K  $  .  0  per  yard.  Where  the  slate  is  eighteen  inches  or  less  the  price  shall  be 

$1.0^)  per  yard.  Where  a  man  works  single  in  an  entry  the  price  shall  be 

$!..>.)  per  yard.  Where  the  slate  exceeds  eighteen  inches  in  thickness  3c  per 
yard  additional  per  inch  shall  be  paid  uiwKncss,  jc  per 

At  mines  other  than  the  Coal  Creek-Jellico  district  the  same  prices  shall 

t^^eiTty'^sfx,'^'^.^’*  ‘''e  contract  dated^September 

T  here  shall  be  no  change  in  the  machine  yardage  prices. 

TIMBERING. 

Sec.  3.  Resolved  that  present  condition  continue  at  all  mines.' 

TRACKS. 

ttiP  addition  to  the  iron  tracks  now  being  used, 

rafls^  ^  places  where  men  have  to  push  the  cars  shall  be  provided  with  iron 

CARS. 

l.nf  handled  the  same  as  last  year, 

but  It  is  understood  that  this  clause  shall  not  be  construed  to  have  miners 

heretoVre'^^  customary  for  the  company  to  handle  them 

Sec.  6,  Rents,  house-fuel,  pick-sharpening  at  each  mine  shall  remain 
without  change  during  the  life  of  this  contract. 

DAY  LABOR. 

There  shall  be  a  uniform  day  wage  scale  as  follows- 
Classification.  d  \  ■ 

Inside  driver,  1  mule .  iV" 

Inside  driver,  2  mules .  . on  a  in,. 

Inside  driver,  3  mules . . 5? 

Head  tracklayer . KflS 

Assistant  tracklayer .  . 

Trappers . . ^6%  4, 

Timberman  .  •  . _  ^ 

Timberman  helper .  . jg*" 

Inside  pumper  and  water  bailer  . . |g^ 

Outside  pumper  and  water  ba'ler  . ..  *. . 17  7 

Muckers  or  inside  labor  .  . 17  7  lOr 

Coupler  man,  inside . ....!.! . ia  ^>'4!,'^ 

Coupler  man,  outside . ..!!!.!.!..! . 

Coupler  boy,  inside  .  .  s  7*in,. 

Coupler  boy,  outside .  .  ® 

Tip  house  man .  .  ®  ^ 


Delaware,  Lackawanna  «  Western  Railroad  Co. 


MINES  AND  CARRIES  TO  MARKET 


sj.  c.  sche>:n^ck,  Agt. 

Shipments  “All  Rail,”  and  from  yards  and  docks  at  Chicago  and  Toledo. 


Soft  Coal  Department :  BLACK  BAND 

Mined  In  West  Virginia. 

NOTE  I  Not  gentilne  unless  invoice  is  acconi~ 
nanlad  bv  certifientn  frnm  ehis 


C.  L.  DERINC, 

Manager  Chicago  Office, 
lOOO'IO  Old  Colony. 


When  you  buy  “SCRANTON'* 
be  sure  you  get  the  GENUINE 
D.  L.  &  W.  Scranton. 


Prompt  Shipment  all  Standard  Grades 


EASTERN 

Vonghiogheny  Gas 
Pocahontas 
Slew  Kivep  i^niokeless 
Wlnift-ede  splint 
Hocking 

Piedmont  Smithing 
Lilly  Smithing 
Blo8»*bnrg  Smithing 
4'annell 


WESTERN 

Springfield  (Hi.) 

Carterville  (111.) 

Lower  Vein  BraKil  lilork  (Ind.) 
Sallivan  4'onnty  (Ind.) 
Linton  llnd.) 

Clinton  (Ind.) 


COKE 


Connellnville  72  and  4N  Honr 
Xew  Kiver  72  and  4N  Hour 
tias  House  and  Crashed  Coke 

WKITE  FOR  PRICES 


ANTHRACITE 


Empire  Mine,  Springfield,  ill. 


The  Jones  4  Adams  Company 

Ml..,.  ..j  Shipp.,.  Railway  Exchange,  CHICAGO 


Mention  The  Black  Dr  4mond  when  •"’■iting  advertisers. 
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Outside  driver  ten  cents  per  day  less  than  inside;  boy  driver  under 
sixteen  years  of  age,  thirty-five  cents  per  day  less  than  regular  prices. 


Drum  man  . 20c 

Knuckle  man  . 17  7-lOc 

Knuckle  boy  .  . . . . 13  l-3c 

Furnace  man  digging  his  own  coal . 20c 

Furnace  man  and  watchman . 14  4-lOc 

Outside  labor,  including  slate  dumpers . 13  l-3c 

Blacksmith . .• . . 23  l-4c 

Pick  sharpener . 20c 


HOURS. 

Sec.  8.  Nine  hours  shall  constitute  a  day’s  work,  for  all  classes  of  labor 
for  which  a  scale  of  wages  is  made  in  this  contract. 

A  nine-hour  day  means  nine  hours’  work  in  the  mines  at  the  usual 
working  places  for  all  classes  of  day  labor  and  miners.  This  shall  be  ex¬ 
clusive  of  the  time  required  in  reaching  the  working  place  and  departing 
from  the  same  at  night. 

Regarding  Drivers. — They  shall  take  their  mules  to  and  from  the  stable, 
and  the  time  in  so  doing  shall  not  include  any  part  of  the  day’s  work. 

It  is  distinctly  understood  that  the  time  for  starting  each  day  depends 
on  the  arrival  of  railroad  cars,  providing  the  run  begins  in  two  hours  from 
the  regular  starting  time.  Pay  to  begin  with  work,  and  work  to  stop  at  the 
regular  quitting  time. 

PAY-DAY. 

Sec.  9.  Payment  of  wages  shall  be  semi-monthly,  the  payment  being  on 
or  before  the  last  day  of  each  month,  for  the  work  performed  during  the 
first  half  of  the  month,  and  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  of  the  succeeding  month, 
for  work  performed  during  the  last  half  of  the  month;  but  it  is  understood 
that  statements  shall  be  made  only  once  for  each  month.  The  semi-monthly 
pay  being  the  last  in  each  month  to  be  paid  in  even  dollars. 

An  employe  desiring  to  leave  the  employment  of  the  company  shall 
receive  his  money  at  once,  or  not  later  than  five  days  after  his  notice  is 
given. 

CUT. 

Sec.  10.  All  employes  whose  wages  are  regulated  by  this  scale,  shall  be 
cut  for  dues  and  assessments  through  the  office,  out  of  the  first  five  days’ 
work  performed  in  each  month,  the  same  to  be  paid  to  the  proper  person 
or  persons  authorized  to  receive  the  same.  The  dues  and  assessments  not 
to  exceed  $1.00  per  month,  without  the  special  written  order  of  each  employe. 
Initiation  fees  are  hereby  guaranteed  to  be  uniform  throughout  District  19, 
and  that  the  payment  of  same  shall  be  prorated  through  sixty  days  if  neces¬ 
sary.  •  .  I  ill  !■'! 

TURN. 

Sec.  11.  A  square  turn  shall  be  kept  all  over  the  mine,  in  rooms  and 
narrow  work  under  ordinary  conditions.  Miners  absenting  themselves  from 
their  working  places  for  three  consecutive  days  without  first  obtaining  the 
consent  of  the  superintendent  or  bank  boss,  shall  forfeit  their  working  places, 
except  in  cases  of  s’ckness  of  themselves  or  any  member  of  their  family, 
and  except  also,  representatives  of  the  organization  engaged  in  work  of  organ¬ 
ization,  in  which  case  they  rnust  notify  the  superintendent  or  bank  boss. 
Work  shall  not  stop  at  any  mine  on  any  day  other  than  on  general  holidays 
and  on  April  first,  without  previous  agreement  with  the  management  of 
such  mine. 

MASS  MEETING. 

Sec.  12.  No  mass  meeting  shall  be  held  during  working  hours  on  or  off 
the  company’s  premises  when  the  mine  is  running,  and  any  one  calling  such 
a  meeting  shall  be  subject  to  discharge.  No  committee  shall  visit  any  em¬ 
ploye  at  his  working  place  except  with  the  bank  boss,  to  settle  a  grievance 
or  to  secure  information  concerning  a  grievance,  after  having  explained  to 


the  bank  boss  the  nature  of  said  grievance,  in  case  it  wilt  not  be  convenient 
for  the  bank  boss  to  go  with  them  that  day. 

COMMITTEES. 

Sec.  13.  No  man  shall  be  appointed  a  member  of  any  mine  committee 
who  Jias  not  been  employed  at  said  mine  for  fouf  months  or  more  next  pre¬ 
ceding  his  appointment,  except  in  new  mines  that  have  not  been  in  operation 
six  months  or  more.  The  duties  of  the  mine  committee  shall  be  confined  to 
the  adjustment  of  disputes  between  the  company  and  its  employes  working 
in  and  around  the  mine,  provided  the  company  and  said  employes  have  failed 
to  agree.  Under  no  circumstances  will  the  operators  recognize  or  treat  with 
a  mine  committee  or  the  representatives  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  during  a 
suspension  of  work  contrary  to  this  agreement. 

Sec.  14.  Neither  race,  creed  nor  color  of  any  man  shall  be  a  bar  to  his 
employment,  either  above  or  below  ground,  at  any  mine  in  this  district  which 
is  a  party  to  this  agreement. 

ARBITRATION. 

Sec.  15.  If  any  differences  arise  between  the  operator  and  the  miner, 
or  between  the  operator  and  any  of  the  employes  of  the  mine,  a  settlement 
shall  be  arrived  at  without  stopping  work.  If  the  parties  immediately  affected 
can  not  reach  an  agreement  between  themselves  the  question  shall  be  referred 
without  delay  to  the  local  committee  and  the  company’s  officials. 

If  they  fail  to  effect  a  settlement,  it  shall  be  referred  to  the  officials  of 
District  19,  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  and  the  officials  of  said  company.  If  they  fail 
to  adjust  the  grievance,  it  shall  be  referred  to  a  board  of  arbitration,  com¬ 
posed  of  one  person  from  each  side,  with  power  to  select  an  umpire.  Their 
decisions  shall  be  final  and  binding  on  ail  parties  to  this  agreement  and  those 
they  represent.  Arbitrators  shall  be  appointed  within  three  days  after  the 
case  is  submitted  to  arbitration  and  they  shall  proceed  within  five  clays  ^o 
hear  and  determine  the  case.  In  the  event  the  arbitrators  be  unable  to  select 
an  umpire  within  thirty  days  after  their  appointment,  each  party  to  this  agree¬ 
ment  shall  -have  the  right  to  proceed  as  though  this  section  had  not  been 
agreed  to.  The  operator  and  his  superintendent  and  mine  manager  shall  be 
respected  in  the  management  of  the  mine  and  the  direction  of  the  working 
force.  All  day  men  shall  perform  whatever  kind  of  day  labor  the  manage¬ 
ment  may  direct  them  to  perform  from  time  to  time.  The  right  to  hire  must 
also  include  the  right  to  discharge,  and  it  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  agree¬ 
ment  to  abridge  the  rights  of  the  employer  in  either  of  these  respects.  If, 
however,  any  employe  shall  be  suspended  or  discharged  by  the  company, 
and  it  is  claimed  that  an  injustice  has  been  done  him,  an  investigation  shall 
be  conducted  as  herein  provided,  and  if  it  is  determined  that  an  injustice  has 
been  done,  the  operator  agrees  to  reinstate  said  employe  and  pay  him  full 
compensation  for  the  time  he  has  been  suspended  and  out  of  employment, 
provided  if  no  dec'sion  has  been  reached  within  five  days,  the  case  shall  be 
considered  closed  in  so  far  as  compensation  is  concerned,  for  the  time  he  has 
been  idle.  The  compensation  for  rate  of  wages  at  which  he  was  employed 
for  the  hours  worked  by  the  mine  during  the  days  of  his  suspension.  If  a 
miner,  then  the  average  rate  of  wages  earned  by  him  during  the  month  pre¬ 
ceding  the  one  in  which  he  was  suspended. 


OP  nnWHAM  NIINERand  SHIPPER 
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SOIiE  8HIPPKR 

**ATOca”  (Plttston  District).  **liopez”  (Bernice  DIstrlet). 

ailltE  AttENT 

<*Back  Mountain”  ‘'Perfection”  SHlthliiE 

“Big  Vein  liChlgh”  “Best”  das 

“Wnkes  Barre”  “Wbite  Oak  Steam 

And  other  grades  Anthracite  And  other  grades  Bltomlnens 
ConnellsTllle,  Latrobe,  Ctallltzin  and  West  Virginia  Coke. 

ADORESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  1 19  WILLIAM  ST.,  PIHSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  ria  P.  R.  R.,  P.  &  R.  R.  R., 

L.  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R.,  and  their  connections. 
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The  ST.  Louis  and 
Big  MuddyCoalCo. 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICE, 

CARBONDALE,  ILL. 


CAPACITY 

2,500  nr 

TONS  LTL 

DAILY. 


MINES  NEAR 

GARTERVILLE, 

Williamson  County, 
Illinois. 

SOLE 

PROPRIETORS 

HURRICANE 

COAL 


A  600  too  dally  capacity 
Lohrlg  Coal  Watfalsg 
Plant  operated  In  cos* 
nectlon  with  mine. 
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Sec.  16  Except  in  case  of  fatal  accidents,  the  mines  shall  in  no  case 
be  thrown  idle  because  of  death  or  funeral,  but  in  case  of  the  death  of  any 
employe  of  the  company  or  member  of  his  family,  any  individual  employe 
may  at  his  option  absent  himself  from  work  to  attend  such  funeral,  but  not 
otherwise. 

Sec.  17.  The  erection  of  tipple,  houses,  buildings,  development  to  the 
coal,  installation  of  machinery,  construction  of  railroad  sidetracks  necessary 
for  the  completion  of  plants  for  operation,  all  being  in  the  nature  of  tem¬ 
porary  employment  in  construction  and  development  work  are  to  be  excTuded 
from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  wage  scale. 

Sec.  18.  This  contract  is  not  to  be  modified,  amended  or  set  aside  by 
cither  party,  nor  in  any  way  because  of  any  rules  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A. 
now  m  force,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  adopted,  nor  is  this  contract  to  be 
set  aside  or  changed  by  reason  of  any  provision  of  the  national,  state  or  local 
constitution  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.  This  agreement,  therefore,  constitutes 
the  only  agreement  between  the  miners  and  operators  of  the  nineteenth  dis¬ 
trict  represented  in  this  convention,  and  there  shall  be  no  demand  made  locally 
that  conflicts  with  this  agreement  which  would  increase  cost  of  production 
except  when  any  change  of  conditions  arises  that  did  not  exist  at  the  date’ 
this  agreement  went  into  effect,  in  which  case  the  differences  shall  be  fixed 
by  mutual  agreement  or  by  arbitration,  but  nothing  in  this  clause  shall  pre¬ 
vent  any  mine  from  continuing  in  force  any  bank  rule  now  in  operatfon  not 
inconsistent  with  this  contract. 

V 

Robert  S.  Spence,  Evanston,  Wyoming,  has  interested  several  New  York 
capitalists  in  the  development  of  coal  lands  near  Evanston,  in  which  he  and 
a  number  of  western  men  have  had  an  interest  for  some  time.  The  coal  which 
the  company  owns  is  a  semi-anthracite.  Development  work  will  be  beirun 
at  once  on  a  large  scale.  .  * 

A  terrible  accident  occurred  at  the  mine  of  the  Union  Pacific  Coal  Co. 
at  Cumberland,  Wyoming,  a  few  days  ago  in  which  two  men  were  killed 
two  severely  injured  and  six  hurt.  While  men  were  shoveling  coal  into  pit 
cars  a  run  of  coal  fifteen  feet  long  and  eight  feet  wide  fell  from  above  and 
crushed  them. 


merger  is  about  to  be  formed  in  southern 
rn^  r^'  Valley  Coal  Co.,  the  Winslow  Gas  Coal 

Co.,  Dave  Ingle  s  coal  property  and  several  others  in  Gibson,  Pike  and  Van- 

derburg  counties  are  reported  as  to  be  included  in  the  proposed  merger. 

The  Minneapolis  &  St.  I.ouis  railroad  has  completed  a  survey  from  Des 
m  ^owa,  and  on  to  Knoxville,  Iowa.  A  road  will  be 

bui  t  wbeh  will  tap  all  the  coal  fields  in  this  region.  A  number  of  mines 

will  probably  be  opened  when  the  road  is  in  operation. 

Col  A.  B.  Shaw  and  Frank  Adlfinger  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa  have  leased 
the  coal  rights  on  200  acres  of  land  southwest  of  that  cjty  and  a  large  shaft 

The  Standard  Mining  Co.  of  East  Peoria,  Ill.,  has  organized  a  cooperative 
company,  with  employes  as  stockholders,  which  it  is  hoped  will  abolS  sl^Es 
and  advance  the  best  interests  of  the  company.  sirixes 
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General  Review  of  tKe  Markets. 


This  week  marks  the  advent  of  September,  and  with  it  comes 
the  turning  point  in  the  coal  trade.  Householders  are  returning 
from  their  annual  vacations  and  are  beginning  to  prepare  for  win¬ 
ter,  while  the  autumnal  chill  that  begins  to  appear  in  the  air  at 
night  is  a  warning  that  the  coal  bins  must  be  replenished,  if  this 
task  has  been  neglected  during  the  long  summer  months.  With 
the  addition  of  the  domestic  demand  which  constitutes  an  im¬ 
portant  factor,  although  it  does  not  absorb  as  much  tonnage  of 
coal,  the  markets  begin  to  take  on  much  more  activity  and  prices 
instead  of  being  below  cost  as  they  have  been  for  six  months  gener¬ 
ally  advance  till  they  represent  either  cost  or  a  profit. 

From  this  time  forward  during  the  autumn  and  winter  there 
should  be  a  most  active  demand  for  coal  at  all  of  the  principal 
points.  In  connection  with  the  anthracite  trade  there  are  a  number 
of  features  which  should  result  in  a  heavier  movement.  It  is 
generally  conceded,  both  in  the  east  and  in  the  west,  that  the  tonnage 
of  coal  which  went  into  storage  this  summer  was  much  less  than  it 
was  a  year  ago,  or  the  year  before  that.  The  eastern  states  were 
heavy  buyers  the  early  part  of  the  spring,  but  it  was  largely  due  to 
the  extreme  length  of  the  winter  and  the  low  temperatures  which 
prevailed  that  this  coal  was  absorbed.  Much  of  it  went  into  consump¬ 
tion  after  the  beginning  of  the  new  mining  year,  and  the  impression 
seems  to  be  quite  general  with  eastern  shipping  agents  that  fewer 
householders  bought  coal  for  storage  during  the  past  summer  than 
in  a  number  of  years.  Some  of  the  dealers  were  more  forehanded  in 
this  respect  than  the  householders,  but  even  they  did  not  lay  in  as 
large  a  tonnage  in  the  aggregate  as  was  stored  in  1904. 

The  same  conditions  hold  true  in  the  west  to  a  greater  extent 
and  with  slight  exceptions.  The  winter  was  a  mild  one,  and  where 
dealers  had  any  surplus  anthracite  in  their  bins  they  did  not  take 
in  much  additional  tonnage,  the  western  dealers  and  consumers  having 
absorbed  less  coal  up  to  this  time  than  in  any  summer  since  the 
anthracite  strike.  Consumers,  particularly  those  in  the  large  cities, 
were  extremely  reluctant  to  take  in  supplies  of  anthracite,  and  as  a 
consequence  the  tonnage  stored  in  this  manner  is  much  less  than  in 
former  years.  When  the  active  consuming  season  commences  both 
householders  and  dealers  in  all  parts  of  the  country  will  demand  coal 
and  there  will  be  a  rush  of  business  which  will  tax  the  facilities  of 
the  shipping  companies  and  other  factors  in  the  trade  to  supply. 

Another  feature-  which  has  been  lacking  in  former  years,  hut 
which  will  keep  the  public  interested  in  coal,  will  be  the  agitation  of 
unionism  among  the  miners  of  the  region.  Mr.  Mitchell  is  devoting 
his  best  efforts  to  strengthening  the  organization  in  that  field,  and 
his  public  utterances  are  being  given  widespread  circulation  as  news 
in  the  daily  newspapers,  and  are  frequently  accompanied  by  editorials. 
Some  of  his  recent  statements,  if  they  have  been  correctly  reported, 
can  scarcely  be  misunderstood  by  either  the  public  or  the  coal  ope¬ 
rators.  The  public,  at  least,  will  be  very  much  interested,  and  there 
are  already  indications  in  the  eastern  steam  trade  of  the  extent  of 
this  interest.  Large  consumers  of  the  steam  sizes  of  anthracite  are 
laying  plans  to  store  some  coal  in  anticipation  of  a  possible  break  .4n 
the  relations  between  the  operators  and  the  miners  next  spring,  i&ie 
storage  of  this  coal  is  much  easier  and  at  the  same  time  moi^  vital  tp 
consumers  than  the  storage  of  prepared  sizes.  It  does  not  require 
the  investment  of  as  large  a  sum  of  money  to  store  a  few  thousand 
tons  as  it  does  for  the  domestic  grades,  while  at  the  same  time  manu¬ 
facturers  who  might  he  obliged  to  pay  higher  in  event  there  were 
labor  troubles  next  spring  would  be  seriously  handicapped  in  their 
business  if  they  did  not  accumulate  coal. 

Are  Watclilng  tlie  T.abor  Situation. 

In  this  connection  it  is  needless  to  say  that  the  large  eastern  re¬ 
tailers  of  coal  are  keeping  close  watch  on  the  labor  situation  and  that 
they  will  keep  their  bins  well  replenished  during  the  winter,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  toward  the  advent  of  spring,  so  that  they  will  not  be  caught 
without  coal.  They  will  be  willing  to  take  the  risk  of  buying  coal  at 
the  maximum  price  to  guarantee  some  tonnage  in  event  there  should 


be  trouble.  Most  of  the  leading  anthracite  operators  seem  to  think 
that  there  will  be  no  trouble  over  the  wage  settlement,  judging  by  the 
interviews  which  have  been  credited  to  them.  Tlieir  statements  in 
this  connection  ought  to  be  given  due  weight,  and  doubtless  will  be  by 
those  who  carefully  consider  such  matters,  but  nevertheless  there  will 
be  many  consumers  who  will  be  carried  away  by  the  newspaper  state¬ 
ments  concerning  the  matter,  and  a  large  proportion  of  these  where 
they  can  afford  it  will  keep  their  stocks  of  coal  to  nearly  the  maximum 
point. 

Car  Sliortage  In  tlie  ISituminous  Trade, 

In  the  bituminous  trade  the  month  opens  with  an  impending  car 
famine,  which  is,  in  fact,  a  reality  in  many  parts  of  the  country.  Be¬ 
fore  the  end  of  the  month  probably  it  will  be  felt  in  almost  ever}- 
large  consuming  community  to  a  more  or  less  extent.  In  the  eastern 
states  the  West  Virginia  operators  are  the  greatest  sufferers  thus  far, 
due  to  this  cause.  Smokeless  producers  are  unable  to  secure  a  suf¬ 
ficient  quota  of  cars  either  for  eastern  or  western  shipments.  In  ad¬ 
dition  in  the  eastern  movement  there  is  not  the  vessel  tonnage  offering 
at  cape  points,  which  is  desired,  and  this  is  proving  a  rather  serious 
handicap  in  the  coastwise  trade.  Cars  are  the  principal  source  of 
trouble,  however,  and  the  volume  of  tonnage  moving  is  not  nearly 
sufficient  to  meet  the  requirements  of  this  class  of  trade.  Production 
doubtless  is  suffering  as  a  consequence  and  will  continue  to  until  the 
season  of  navigation  is  over  on  the  great  lakes,  when  more  equipment 
will  be  available  for  all-rail  shipments.  In  the  Pennsylvania  fields 
there  also  is  some  difficulty  in  securing  cars  to  move  coal  to  loading 
ports  and  some  of  the  operating  interests  that  formerly  complained 
of  inability  to  get  orders,  now  have  the  latter,  but  can  not  obtain  the 
cars  to  fill  them.  The  situation  is  not  serious  as  yet  and  no  one  has 
been  obliged  to  go  without  coal  where  it  was  needed,  but  operating 
interests  are  very  much  annoyed  as  a  consequence  of  their  inability  to 
do  business,  after  a  rather  bad  summer.  As  the  grain  movement 
down  the  great  lakes  increases  and  more  equipment  is  required  to 
transport  it  from  discharging  ports  to  tide,  the  situation  promises  to 
become  more  serious.  Large  consumers  of  bituminous  coal  realize  this 
in  the  east,  and  where  they  have  not  already  obligated  themselves 
are  entering  into  contracts  and  are  beginning  to  accumulate  some  coal 
in  anticipation  of  any  emergency  that  may  occur.  Buyers  who  pre¬ 
viously  had  contracted  for  a  supply  are  taking  a  larger  tonnage  for 
the  same  reason,  and  business  therefore  is  slightly  more  active  than 
it  was.  In  the  general  eastern  trade  buyers  and  consumers  at  shoal- 
water  ports  are  beginning  to  anticipate  the  time  when  navigation  will 
close  and  are  taking  in  a  large  tonnage  of  coal,  which  will  be  increased 
until  ice  makes.  This  will  be  a  feature  of  importance  during  the 
next  two  months. 

In  the  western  trade  the  car  shortage  is  also  a  factor,  outside  of 
the  interruption  to  the  movement  of  all-rail  smokeless  coal.  In  trans¬ 
porting  the  coals  of  West  Virginia,  wester.'  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio 
to  lake  shipping  ports  for  dock  distributior  there  is  a  shortage  of 
cars  of  somewhat  serious  proportions.  Soin^,  of  the  shipping  compa¬ 
nies  have  been  obliged  to  load  smaller  cargoes,  than  were  desirable 
because  they  could  not  get  the  coal  forward  without  holding  vessels 
beyond  the  regular  limits.  This  feature  of  the  situation  may  have 
an  important  bearing  on  the  tonnage  which  moves  up  tlie  gi-eat  lakes 
the  latter  part  of  the  season,  although  in  most  instances  good  use 
was  made  during  the  early  part  of  the  summer  of  the  facilities  avail¬ 
able  to  coal  producers  and  in  most  instances  the  tonnage  of  bituminous 
moved  forward  to  important  dock  points  up  to  September  first  was 
in  excess  of  the  same  period  last  season. 

While  prices  on  the  bituminous  product  in  the  west  have  not 
yet  reached  the  point  where  there  is  always  a  profit  for  the  producing 
companies,  demand  is  more  active  and  a  larger  volume  of  coal  is 
being  absorbed.  With  the  recurrence  of  the  annual  shortage  of  equip¬ 
ment  prices  doubtless  will  advance  slightly  when  the  industry  will 
be  on  a  much  more  substantial  basis  than  it  has  been  at  any  time  this 
summer. 
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Deniaiul  for  coal  during  tlie  past  fortnight  has 
shown  a  slight  iniprovcnicnt,  and  if  prices  in  the 
west  were  on  the  basis  lliey  should  he  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  coal  trade  would  be  fairly  healthy. 
Hut  prices  have  not  yet  completely  recovered 
from  the  slump  of  mid-summer,  and  while  there 
has  been  a  slight  improvement  in  lump  and  run- 
of-mine  coals  the  finer  sizes  are  involved  in  an 
old-fashioned  August  slump,  with  prices  so  low 
that  they  are  ridiculous.  This  is  not  the  worst 
of  it.  There  is  a  serious  accumulation  of  screen¬ 
ings  in  the  Chicago  market,  and  unless  demand 
(luickens  perceptibly  some  of  these  may  have  to 
he  dumped  to  get  rid  of  them. 

Hut  aside  from  screenings,  the  situation  shows 
a  slight  improvement,  and  with  the  advancement 
of  the  season  it  is  probable  that  prices  will  reach 
a  better  basis.  'I'his  is  almost  certain  if  there  is 
the  expected  car  shortage  and  reasonably  cold 
weather  during  the  consuming  period  for  do¬ 
mestic  use. 

In  the  northwest  demand  for  all  descriptions 
of  coal  has  shown  a  better  tendency,  although  the 
season  is  not  fully  under  way  yet.  To  the  south¬ 
west  there  is  also  a  better  movement,  due  to  the 
demand  for  threshing  and  the  increased  require¬ 
ments  on  the  part  of  the  railroad  companies  en¬ 
gaged  in  moving  the  crops.  In  Chicago  and  vi¬ 
cinity  the  advent  of  September  will  result  in  an 
increased  demand  for  coal  for  steam  purposes. 
Many  factories  which  were  closed  or  run  on  only 
part  time  during  the  summer  will  re.smne  on 
fidl  time  this  month,  and  this  will  require  more 
coal,  while  the  movement  of  heavy  crops  over  the 
transportation  lines  will  tax  all  their  facilities 
and  quicken  the  consumption  of  fuel  in  that  di¬ 
rection.  The  west  will  have  bountiful  crops  this 
year  in  practically  every  state  where  agriculture 
is  an  important  factor,  and  this  will  contribute 
prosperity  which  ought  to  result  in  an  enlarged 
consumption  of  coal  in  every  department.  While 
production  is  probably  in  excess  of  the  normal 
requirements  yet,  lack  of  equipment  and  heavy 
railroad  traffic  in  other  commodities  will  doubt¬ 
less  prove  a  source  of  more  or  less  restriction 
on  the  output  of  western  mines  and  have  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  strengthen  the  principal  markets,  dis¬ 
placing  the  weakness  which  has  been  manifest 
for  the  past  six  or  eight  months. 

General  Car  Sliortage  Is  Expected. 

That  there  will  be  a  general  shortage  of  cars, 
which  will  develop  during  the  present  month, 
seems  to  be  the  almost  unanimous  sentiment  of 
leading  coal  shippers.  In  the  northwest  the  dock 
companies  are  counting  on  such  a  shortage  on 
some  of  the  leading  trunk  lines  and  are  doing 
everything  within  their  power  to  get  dealers  to 
take  in  coal  before  they  will  be  subjected  to  this 
annoyance.  'I'he  grain  movement  has  not  yet  com¬ 
menced  in  that  territory,  but  threshing  is  now 
under  way  and  within  a  week  or  ten  days  there 
will  be  a  considerable  quantity  of  grain  moving 
to  market.  By  the  last  of  the  present  month  it 
will  be  in  full  swing. 

The  car  shortage  in  the  eastern  states  is  al¬ 
ready  a  stern  reality,  which  is  causing  shippers 
much  trouble.  Out  of  both  the  Pocahontas  and 
New  River  regions  there  is  much  interruption 
to  the  movement  of  coal,  due  to  this  cause.  Ship- 
liing  agents  in  the  west  report  they  are  getting 
about  one  car  of  coal  through  all-rail  to  every 
five  required  on  present  orders.  From  the 
Pittsburg,  Fairmont  and  splint  fields  the  same  re¬ 
ports  as  to  cars  available  for  lake  shipment  are 
being  received.  Many  of  the  companies  are 
loading  small  cargoes  at  lake  ports,  because  they 
can  not  get  coal  through  in  sufficient  quantity  to 
load  the  larger  vessels. 

This  is  a  serious  handicap  to  the  lake  shipping 
trade,  and  is  general  to  practically  all  the  fields 
which  supply  coal  to  dock  points.  Box  cars 
have  been  pressed  into  service  where  they  can 
be  obtained  to  take  the  place  of  gondola  cars 
and  other  eiiuipment  which  is  scarce. 

In  the  Indiana  and  Illinois  fields  there  is  some 
complaint  at  the  lack  of  box  cars  for  coal  ship¬ 
ments  in  the  domestic  trade.  Most  of  this  roll¬ 
ing  stock  has  been  moved  to  the  northwest  in 


anticiiiation  of  the  large  grain  movement ;  there¬ 
fore  it  is  not  to  be  had  in  the  coal  fields. 

'1  he  Hocking  region  is  also  short  of  box  car 
equipment  for  movement  all  rail  to  the  west,  and 
this  is  proving  a  serious  interru]ition  to  business 
on  some  of  the  lines. 

Anthraflte  Demand  Sll^'litly  More  Active. 

In  the  western  anthracite  trade  the  situation 
is  much  more  encouraging  than  it  has  been  for 
some  time.  (Jrders  have  come  in  rather  more 
freely  during  the  past  week  or  ten  days,  and 
dealers  who  were  lacking  in  interest  in  coal 
in  the  summer,  principally  because  they  were 
engaged  in  other  lines,  are  taking  in  some  stock 
and  unloading  directly  from  the  cars  into  their 
delivery  wagons,  thus  reducing  the  expense  at¬ 
tendant  upon  handling  coals.  Primarily  the  bet¬ 
ter  feeling  probably  originated  with  the  consum¬ 
ers.  Many  of  the  latter  have  returned  from  their 
vacations  and  summer  outings  and  are  preparing 
for  winter  in  every  necessary  detail.  Coal  is 
one  of  the  necessities  demanded  in  this  latitude, 
and  as  a  consequence  it  is  receiving  more  atten¬ 
tion.  In  all  probability  the  volume  of  tonnage 
handled  in  the  west  the  last  two  weeks  in  Au¬ 
gust  was  fully  equal  to  that  for  the  same  period 
a  year  ago  with  most  of  the  shipping  compa¬ 
nies. 

There  remains  much  unsupplied  demand,  how¬ 
ever,  and  after  the  tenth  of  the  month  it  is  to 
be  expected  there  will  be  a  large  volume  of 
business  m  anthracite.  It  seems  to  he  the  gen¬ 
eral  opinion  of  shipping  agents  that  dealers  did 
not  store  as  much  coal  this  summer  as  last,  and 
to  bring  their  tonnage  up  to  the  normal  point  they 
will  have  to  be  rather  free  buyers.  'I'he  first 
real  stimulus  will  come  with  a  hard  frost,  which 
will  make  household  fires  a  necessity. 

With  today  the  wholesale  prices  on  anthracite 
in  the  prepared  sizes  reached  the  full  circular 
basis,  which  will  continue  until  the  first  of  next 
April.  Present  selling  prices  at  the  important 
western  distributing  centers  are  as  follows : 


F.  O.  B. 

F.  O.  n.  Milwaukee  F’.  O.  B. 

Chicago.  and  Duluth.  Buffalo. 

Size.  .Short  tons.  Short  tons.  Eong  tons. 

Broken  (grate)  ..$0.2.5  $0.25  $5.25 

Egg  .  0.50  0.50  5.50 

Stove .  6.50  0.50  5.50 

Chestnut .  6.50  6.50  5.50 


'I'here  is  no  discount  from  these  prices.  Some 
“private”  coal  is  still  being  offered  in  the  west 
at  prices  below  the  circular  basis.  Much  of  the 
demurrage  product  which  was  the  source  of 
trouble  the  middle  of  the  month  has  been  cleaned 
up,  but  other  anthracite,  which  is  not  quite  as 
hard  or  as  bright  as  the  company  coal,  is 
being  offered  considerably  below  the  circular 
basis. 

Lake  Movement  Is  Heavy, 

Movement  of  anthracite  by  way  of  the  great 
lakes  is  fully  up  to  expectations  for  this  sea¬ 
son  of  the  year,  and  the  total  moved  up  to  Sep¬ 
tember  first  will  probably  show  a  considerable 
increase  over  the  volume  of  tonnage  moved  for 
the  same  period  a  year  ago.  'I'here  is  some  com¬ 
plaint  in  the  region  of  a  shortage  of  cars  for 
western  loading  all-rail,  and  it  is  possible  that 
difficulty  may  be  experienced  in  getting  the  re¬ 
quired  tonnage  of  this  coal  forward  during  .the 
next  few  months.  While  the  lake  season  con¬ 
tinues  much  of  the  box  car  equipment  will  be 
ut  lized  for  grain  deliveries  east  of  Buffalo. 

In  the  bituminous  trade  the  smokeless  product 
from  West  Virginia  continues  to  be  most  im¬ 
portant.  'I'he  demand  for  this  coal  all  through 
the  west  is  as  strong  or  stronger  than  ever  was 
known  before,  the  result  being  that  during  the 
present  shortage  of  cars  in  the  New  River  and 
Pocahontas  regions  not  enough  coal  can  be  for¬ 
warded  to  meet  current  requirements.  Some  of 
the  Chicago  shippers  say  that  they  have  orders 
for  five  cars  of  lump  or  egg  where  they  have  one 
car  of  coal  to  fill  them.  'I'he  car  situation  out 
of  the  producing  regions  is  getting  worse  instead 
of  better,  and  unless  there  is  some  improvement 
consumers  will  be  obliged  to  take  other  coals,  as 
the  movement  is  limited  at  this  time.  Run-of- 
mine  coal  is  not  in  quite  as  short  a  supply  as  lump 
and  egg,  although  there  is  not  enough  to  go 
around.  'I'he  full  circular  of  $1.10  f.  o.  b.  the 


mines  is  being  obtained  for  the  standard  product. 
On  September  first  the  price  of  lump  and  egg 
standard  New  River  and  Pocahontas  coal  was 
supposed  to  advance  to  $1.H.''»  f.  o.  b.  the  mine. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  natural  demand,  coupled 
with  the  conditions  referred  to,  advanced  the 
price  beyond  this  figure  two  weeks  ago,  and  the 
prevailing  quotation  on  current  business  is  $2.00 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $4.0.5  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Lake 
prices  on  coal  sold  at  the  dock  sustained  an  even 
stronger  advance  on  the  prepared  sizes,  the  pre¬ 
vailing  quotation  at  present  being  $4.75  f.  o.  b. 
cars  at  lakes  Michigan  and  Superior  dock  points. 
Smokeless  coal  is  the  strongest  item  on  the  whole 
list,  not  even  barring  anthracite,  and  the  situa¬ 
tion  gives  every  promise  of  continuing  firm. 

Situation  In  Splint  Coal. 

Splint  coal  is  in  more  active  request  than  for¬ 
merly,  although  the  new  quotation,  which  be¬ 
comes  effective  today,  doubtless  will  result  in 
a  slight  falling  off  in  orders  for  a  week  or  longer. 
Most  dealers  had  anticipated  the  advance  and  had 
covered  immediate  requirements.  Until  they  are 
in  the  market  again,  demand  will  be  slightly 
dull.  Dock  prices  were  advanced  fifteen  cents 
today,  dr  to  $5.30  f.  o.  b.  cars  at  dock  points. 
The  same  advance  also  occurred  in  the  all-rail 
trade,  lump  coal  selling  at  $1.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mines, 
or  $3.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Some  coal  bought  by 
jobbers  before  the  advance  went  into  effect  is 
offered  at  former  figures  in  the  Chicago  market. 
'I'here  is  complaint  of  a  lack  of  equipments  on 
one  of  the  main  trunk  lines  reaching  the  splint 
fields,  and  this  is  preventing  a  large  tonnage 
from  coming  forward  all-rail,  and  is  also  re¬ 
stricting  the  movement  by  way  of  the  great 
lakes,  owing  to  inability  to  get  the  coal  forward 
to  loading  ports. 

Fairmont  producers  are  also  having  some  diffi¬ 
culty  in  getting  coal  forward  to  lake  loading 
ports  owing  to  a  shortage  of  cars,  although  the 
annoyance  from  this  source  does  not  seem  to  be 
causing  as  much  trouble  as  in  the  smokeless  re¬ 
gion.  The  Chicago  market  is  not  very  largely 
oversupplied  with  this  product,  although  there  is 
some  three-quarter  coal  under  car  service  which 
is  offering  as  low  as  $2.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Qn 
coal  to  be  shipped  from  the  mine  the  prevailing 
price  in  the  all-rail  trade  is  $1.00@1.10,  or  $2.90 
(g3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Dock  coal  today  takes 
an  advance  and  is  offered  at  $.i.l5  f.  o.  b.  cars  at 
the  principal  lake  shipping  points. 

Youghiogheny  movement  in  the  west  is  con¬ 
fined  rather  closely  to  tonnage  to  meet  contract 
requirements,  with  comparatively  little  free  coal 
offered  in  the  Chicago  market.  The  new  circu¬ 
lar  prices  in  the  all-rail  trade  are  $3.15  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago,  or  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  Pittsburg,  for  the  three- 
quarter  coal,  although  it  is  probable  that  sales 
will  be  made  at  lower  figures  during  the  next 
week  or  two,  until  the  demand  is  more  active 
than  at  present.  The  dock  price  of  $.3.15,  it  is 
expected,  will  be  firmly  maintained,  however,  be¬ 
ginning  this  morning. 

Hocking  Coal  Rules  Some  Firmer. 

In  the  Hocking  trade  the  situation  shows  an 
improvement  as  compared  with  a  fortnight  or 
three  weeks  ago.  'Fhe  shortage  of  box  cars  in 
the  region  has  restricted  the  all-rail  movement  to 
some  extent,  and  there  is  very  little  standard 
coal  offered  below  the  circular  basis.  In  the  all¬ 
rail  trade  the  selling  price  continues  to  be  $1.35 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Dock 
rescreened  coal  is  held  at  $({.15  at  Lake  Superior 
and  Michigan  dock  points. 

In  the  western  coals  the  improvement  in  price 
has  not  been  marked,  although  some  of  the  larger 
Indiana  companies  announced  a  new  circular  to¬ 
day,  which  they  will  endeavor  to  adhere  to.  Pro¬ 
duction  continues  heavy  in  most  fields,  and  this 
is  the  cause  of  the  continued  low  prices,  although 
doubtless  this  will  be  corrected  by  a  shortage  of 
cars  in  the  very  near  future,  after  which  produc¬ 
ing  companies  can  obtain  more  for  their  coal. 
Sullivan  county  interests  have  named  $1.35  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  as  the  minimum  price  which  they  will 
obtain  for  domestic  lump  after  September  first, 
'fhe  range  of  quotations  will  be  $1.35(gl.50  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines  on  four  to  six  inch  lump  and  the 
corresponding  size  of  egg.  Run-of-mine  coal 
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from  this  field  is  held  some  firmer  than  formerly 
and  quotations  are  85c@$1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
or  $1.65@1.80  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Demurrage  coal 
is  occasionally  bought  below  these  figures.  Screen¬ 
ings  are  extremely  weak  and  are  offered  at  35@ 
50c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  on  the  basis  of  $1.15@ 
1.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  They  are  in  plentiful  sup¬ 
ply  at  this  writing,  with  a  prospect  that  they  will 
be  cheaper  before  they  are  higher. 

Condition  of  Leading  Western  Coals. 

Linton  coal  holds  to  about  the  same  relative 
basis  as  Sullivan  county  for  the  leading  descrip¬ 
tions.  Lump  is  held  at  $1.25@1.40  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine,  or  $3.05@2.20  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Run-of- 
mine  is  on  the  basis  of  85@95c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
or  $1.65@1.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Screenings  are 
weak,  the  price  depending  largely  upon  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  sale  and  the  pleasure  of  the  buyer, 
quotations  showing  a  range  of  35@45c  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine,  or  $1.15@1.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Carterville  producers  are  endeavoring  to  main- 


taiin  a  price  of  $1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  do¬ 
mestic  lump  descriptions  and  some  orders  out¬ 
side  of  Chicago  are  being  booked  at  $1.50  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine.  Egg  coal  generally  rules  about  ten 
cents  lower  per  ton.  Some  sales  have  been  made 
in  Chicago  at  lower  figures  than  those  noted. 
Three-inch  screenings  are  held  at  50@65c  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine,  or  $1.50@1.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

In  the  Springfield  grades  of  coal  there  has 
been  little  change  from  last  week.  Prices  on 
domestic  lump  are  quoted  at  $1.25@1.35  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine,  or  $2.0()@2.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Inch 
and  a  quarter  lump  is  held  at  $1.10@1.20  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine,  or  $1.85@1.95  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Run- 
of-mine  coal  is  quoted  at  $1.55@1.70  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago,  or  80@95c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  according 
to  the  urgency  with  which  it  must  be  moved. 
The  market  is  overloaded  with  screenings,  prices 
ruling  at  30@35c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.05@1.10 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Brazil  block  coal  will  continue  throughout  the 
month  of  September  on  the  same  basis  as  has 


ruled  this  summer,  namely,  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines  for  lump  loaded  in  open  cars  and  $2.10 
f.  o.  b.  the  mines  for  lump  loaded  in  bo.x  cars. 
The  freight  rate  to  Chicago  is  eighty  cents  per 
ton.  Block  screenings  are  in  heavy  oversupply, 
and,  as  is  usual  at  this  season  of  the  year,  have 
sold  at  the  freight  or  a  litle  more,  prices  rang¬ 
ing  from  10@2()c  a  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  90c(d; 
$1.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

In  the  coke  trade  a  more  active  inquiry  is  re¬ 
ported  and  there  is  little  spot  coke  in  the  Chicago 
market  at  present.  Many  shippers  evidently 
feared  they  might  encounter  the  same  market 
as  a  year  ago,  and  the  latter  part  of  August 
were  chary  about  making  shipments.  Prices  are 
well  maintained  on  Connellsville  seventy-two  hour 
coke  on  the  basis  of  $2.25(?r.2.50  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens, 
or  $4.90((^5.15  f.  o.  1).  Cliicago.  Southern  coke 
is  quoted  at  $2.40(?p2.50  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens,  or 
$4.()5@4.75  f.  o.  1).  Chicago.  Cas-house  coke  re¬ 
mains  steady  at  $3.50  f.  o.  b.  Clr’cago  for  the 
leading  domestic  sizes. 


Market  Conditions  and  Trade  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 


Office  of  the  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Aug.  31. 

No  great  changes  have  taken  place  in  this  mar¬ 
ket  this  week.  The  tone  of  the  market  is  very 
strong,  and  there  is  every  reason  in  the  world  to 
believe  that  prices  will  be  higher  immediately. 
The  extraordinary  and  unprecedented  shortage 
of  cars  on  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad  con¬ 
tinues,  and  there  is  no  hope  that  this  condition 
will  improve  very  much  as  the  season  advances. 
There  is  little  comfort  in  the  thought  that  the 
car  supply  can  not  get  much  worse.  For  the  week 
ending  yesterday,  there  were  two  “supplies”  fur¬ 
nished  most  of  the  mines  in  the  Kanawha  dis¬ 
trict,  while  a  number  of  mines  received  less  than 
two  supplies.  A  “supply”  is  a  day’s  quota  of 
cars.  This  condition  means  two  things :  Either 
that  many  dealers  and  others  who  are  depending 
on  getting  plenty  of  coal  later  on  will  be  disap¬ 
pointed,  or  that  on  account  of  the  greatly  de¬ 
creased  car  supply,  which  necessarily  greatly  in¬ 
creases  the  cost  of  the  production  of  coal,  the 
price  of  coal  must  be  advanced,  or  both. 

It  is  well  known  among  coal  producers  that  in 
order  to  market  coal  at  a  small  or  reasonable 
cost,  mines  must  be  operated  up  to  or  nearly  up 
to  their  capacity.  When  a  mine  is  run  only  a  day 
a  week  or  two  days  a  week,  the  fixed  charges 
about  a  mine  go  on  just  the  same,  and  the  cost  of 
coal  is  therefore  greatly  increased  over  the  cost 
when  the  mine  is  running  every  day.  It  is  rea¬ 
sonable  to  suppose,  therefore,  that  under  the 
present  conditions,  the  producers  of  coal  will  not 
be  long  in  raising  the  prices.  And  if  they  do, 
who  can  blame  them?  It  is  a  simple  case  of  self 
preservation. 

The  present  price  of  Kanawha  splint  and  other 
first  class  lump  coals  is  $1.35  a  ton  at  the  mines. 
Nut  and  slack  ranges  from  60  cents  upwards, 
and  run  of  mine  from  80  and  85  cents  upwards. 

Smokeless  Situation  Unclianged. 

The  smokeless  situation  is  practically  un¬ 
changed,  except  that  more  positive  conditions  are 
forming.  The  decision  of  the  smokeless  opera¬ 
tors  in  cancelling  all  unfilled  orders  at  the  end  of 
August,  raised  a  storm  of  protests  from  those 
dealers  and  others  directly  affected ;  but  the  de¬ 
cision  stands,  and  will  be  carried  out  in  almost 
every  case.  The  dealers  have  only  themselves  to 
blame  in  most  instances.  They  should  have  or¬ 
dered  earlier,  as  they  were  urged  to  do,  and  they 
should  have  taken  the  coal  as  fast  as  it  could  be 
delivered,  which  many  of  them  refused  to  do. 
Their  orders  were  plainly  for  shipment  before 
September  first.  They  knew  at  the  time  they  or¬ 
dered  coal  that  a  higher  price  would  be  current 
after  that  date.  'I'he  price  is  now  $2.00  for  Poca¬ 
hontas  and  New  River  lump  and  egg  for  Septem¬ 
ber  sbipment.  I'he  price  of  smokeless  run  of 
mine  ranges  at  $1.10@$1.25  a  ton  at  the 
mines.  With  the  present  insufficient  car  supply 
in  both  the  New  River  and  the  Pocahontas  dis¬ 
tricts,  doubtless  there  will  be  many  persons  dis¬ 
appointed  who  are  now  ordering  coal  for  future 
use.  Orders  taken  now  are  for  September  ship¬ 
ment,  and  the  operators  can  not  guarantee  either 


freight  rates  or  car  supply ;  so  that  if  shipments 
are  not  made  during  September,  unfilled  orders 
may  be  cancelled  again. 

Retail  Trade  Satisfactory. 

In  the  local  retail  trade,  there  is  every  reason 
for  satisfaction.  The  volume  of  business  is  all 
that  it  can  be  expected  to  be.  Most  of  the  retail 
dealers  have  all  their  teams  busy  delivering  coal 
for  next  winter’s  use,  and  a  number  of  concerns 
are  hiring  outside  teams  to  help  them  deliver 
their  orders  promptly.  With  the  passing  of 
August  the  price  of  anthracite  advances  twenty- 
five  cents  a  ton  retail,  making  it  $7.50  a  ton  deliv¬ 
ered,  either  downtown  or  on  the  hill  tops.  The 
price  of  Pocahontas  and  New  River  goes  to  $4.00 
downtown  and  $4.25  on  the  hills.  At  this  writing 
it  is  impossible  to  foretell  whether  or  not  the 
river  people  will  reach  a  decision  to  raise  the 
price  of  Pittsburg,  Kanawha  and  such  grades  of 
coal.  When  the  price  was  reduced  last  May,  it 
was  given  out  that  the  reduction  was  made  to 
stimulate  buying  during  the  summer,  and  that 
it  would  remain  at  $3.25  a  ton  until  Septem¬ 
ber  first,  when  it  would  be  advanced  to  $3.50, 
the  figure  at  which  it  had  stood  for  many 
months,  but  now  the  river  dealers  have  a  large 
supply  of  coal  afloat,  and  for  some  reason  they 
seem  afraid  to  advance  the  retail  price  at  this 
time,  but  prefer  to  wait  for  some  contingency 
upon  which  to  base  their  reason  for  an  advance. 
The  present  season  has  been  the  best  summer 
that  the  local  people  have  had  for  many  years. 
Most  of  them  have  made  a  little  money.  Steam 
coal  is  unchanged,  and  ranges  from  $1.75  a  ton 
for  nut  and  slack  to  $2.25,  and  from  $2.15  to 
$2.50  for  run  of  mine.  Gas  coke  is  worth  9  and 
10  cents  a  bushel  delivered. 

The  coke  market  is  one  of  great  interest.  While 
there  is  not  unusually  heavy  buying,  there  is  a 
snap  to  the  market  that  is  quite  pleasing  to  the 
sellers.  Pocahontas  and  New  River  furnace  coke 
is  worth  $2.00@$2.15  at  the  ovens  and  foundry 
$2.50@$2.75.  Fire  Creek  coke,  a  quality  that  is 
in  a  class  by  itself,  is  selling  for  $3.00  a  ton  at 
the  ovens. 

Cincinnati  News  Notes  and  Personals. 

D.  A.  Nease,  manager  of  the  Black  Band  Coal 
Co.  is  in  the  city  on  business. 

W.  C.  Phillips,  of  The  W.  C.  Phillips  Coal  Co., 
Chicago,  was  here  during  the  week. 

John  Pynchon,  president  of  The  Deep  Vein 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  Chicago,  was  here  for  sev¬ 
eral  days  this  week. 

Robert  S.  Magee,  manager  of  sales  of  The 
Economy  Fuel  Co.,  returned  Sunday  from  a 
short  business  trip  to  Chicago. 

Kuper  Hood,  manager  of  The  Rig  Hill  Coal 
Co.,  spent  part  of  the  week  at  Frankfort,  Ky.,  on 
business  connected  with  his  company. 

C.  H.  Jones,  manager  of  The  Central  Coal  & 
Mining  Co.,  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  was  a  Cincin¬ 
nati  business  visitor  during  the  week.  Mr.  Jones 
spent  many  days  of  his  life  in  the  Cincinnati  coal 


trade,  and  is  one  of  the  most  widely  known  men 
in  the  business. 

Harry  P.  Jones,  president  of  The  Big  Hill 
Coal  Co.,  is  moving  his  family  here  from  Pitts¬ 
burg,  having  leased  a  fine  residence  on  one  of  the 
hill  tops. 

G.  E.  Forbush,  one  of  the  popular  road  sales¬ 
men  for  Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks,  spent  most  of 
the  week  in  southwestern  Ohio,  running  into 
Cincinnati  every  night. 

H.  R.  Mather,  manager  of  the  Cincinnati  office 
of  Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt  sent  out  a  circular 
Wednesday  quoting  a  price  of  $2.00  a  ton  on  C. 
C.  B.  Pocahontas  lump  and  egg  for  September 
delivery. 

The  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  lias 
just  concluded  negotiations  by  which  it  will  take 
the  entire  output  of  the  Morris  Creek  Coal  Co., 
on  Morris  Creek,  W.  Va.,  on  the  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  railroad. 

W.  P.  Slaughter,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Glen  Alum  Fuel  Co.  is  spending 
his  vacation  among  the  mounta  n  streams  of 
West  Virginia.  He  writes  that  he  is  having  the 
time  of  his  life  fishing. 

William  Burlingham,  western  manager  of  The 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  is  spending 
his  vacation  on  the  upper  lakes.  He  writes  home 
that  he  has  developed  into  a  golf  enthusiast,  and 
is  enjoying  the  game  very  greatly. 

The  Big  Hill  Coal  Co.  moved  its  offices  from 
the  thirteenth  floor  to  the  ninth  floor  of  the 
Union  Trust  building  this  week.  The  company 
had  been  cramped  for  room  for  a  long  time,  and 
moved  into  much  larger  quarters. 

J.  H.  Briscoe,  assistant  western  manager  of 
The  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  is 
back  from  his  vacation,  which  he  spent  on  the 
Pacific  Coast.  He  reports  having  had  a  delight- 
full  time,  and  is  the  picture  of  robust  health. 

T.  R.  Morgan,  secretary  and  general  manager 
of  The  Pocahontas  Co.  of  this  city  will  leave  for 
New  York  on  business  the  latter  part  of  the 
week.  Mr.  Morgan  is  now  iiuoting  and  getting 
$2.00  a  ton  for  his  Pocahontas  coal  at  the  mines. 

“Cando  coal”  is  the  latest  copyrighted  or  reg¬ 
istered  trade  name  for  coal.  This  name,  as  can 
be  readily  seen,  is  a  contraction  of  C  and  O, 
which  is  the  usual  abbreviation  of  Cliesapeake  & 
Ohio.  'I'he  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
has  made  formal  application  to  have  this  name 
copyrighted,  and  will  use  it  in  selling  the  output 
of  its  mines  located  on  the  C.  &  O.  railroad. 

J.  O.  McClosky,  manager  of  the  coal  depart¬ 
ment  of  The  Stearns  Co.,  returned  to  the  city 
this  week  from  an  extended  trip  south.  He  says 
the  yellow  fever  scare  is  general  througliout  the 
south,  and  that  business  conditions  are  almost 
paralyzed  on  account  of  it.  Much  of  Mr. 
McClosky’s  coal  output  is  sold  in  that  section, 
and  he  is  feeling  the  effects  of  the  fever  scare. 

S.  H.  I'oster.  general  manager  of  The  War 
Eagle  Fuel  Co.,  with  headquarters  at  Columbus, 
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Ohio,  was  here  this  week  in  conference  with  F. 
It.  Raines,  manager  of  the  Cincinnati  office  of  the 
company.  Mr.  Foster  reports  the  ljusiness  in  his 
territory  excellent,  having  the  product  of  his 
mines  well  sold  up,  l>ut  he  is  still  able  to  take 
care  of  a  certain  amount  of  business  at  advanc¬ 
ing  prices. 

K.  A.  Jaynes,  manager  of  The  Darby  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  returned  Monday  after  spending  a 
week  at  his  company’s  mines  in  Virginia.  Mr. 
Jaynes  is  installing  a  complete  compressed  air 
mining  plant  at  his  mines,  and  it  will  be  ready  to 
start  in  a  week  or  two.  He  is  having  no  trouble 
disposing  of  the  present  output  of  the  operation, 
and  is  already  anticipating  the  increased  output 
the  new  plant  will  give  him. 

Ferdinand  Howell,  president  of  The  New  River 
Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  Thurmond,  W. 
Va.,  is  spending  the  week  here  with  Thomas  F. 
I'arrell,  traffic  manager  and  western  sales  agent, 
familiarizing  himself  with  a  lot  of  the  details  of 


Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Aug.  31 — (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  year  ending  in  August  is  note¬ 
worthy  in  the  Pittsburg  river  coal  district,  as  it 
is  the  only  one  in  the  history  of  this  section  when 
there  has  been  a  rise  in  the  Ohio  river  for  every 
month  during  the  open  season.  The  extra  amount 
of  rain  has  made  it  possible  to  maintain  a  barge 
stage  much  longer  than  is  ordinarily  possible  and 
the  result  has  been  that  more  coal  was  shipped 
this  year  from  this  district  by  water  than  has 
been  sent  south  for  several  years  previous. 

The  southern  coal  trade  from  Pittsburg  has 
been  remarkably  good  and  the  demand  for  fall 
and  winter  delivery  has  resulted  in  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  the  present  prices  of  $1.00  per  ton,  f.  o. 
b.  mines.  It  is  reported  that  all  the  coal  shipped 
south  is  not  sold  immediately,  but  is  being  kept 
in  storage  by  the  large  dealers  till  next  year,  when, 
in  the  event  of  a  strike,  the  demand  for  fuel 
may  be  met  easier  than  if  this  precaution  were 
not  taken.  This  agreement  of  the  shippers  to  re¬ 
strict  the  visible  supply  of  coal  in  the  open  mar¬ 
ket,  and  sell  only  enough  to  meet  the  demand, 
will  keep  the  market  steady  with  a  slight  upward 
tendency. 

Tlie  Labor  Situation. 

i'hat  a  strike  within  the  coming  year  is  immi¬ 
nent,  seems  to  be  indicated  by  the  measures  taken 
by  both  operators  and  miners.  At  the  recent 
meeting  at  Columbiis,  Ohio,  of  the  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  coal  operators  of  the  states  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  Illinois  and  Pennsylvania,  which  was  at¬ 
tended  by  F.  S.  Brooks,  of  Columbus,  secretary 
of  the  operator’s  association  of  Ohio,  it  was 
agreed  to  hold  a  general  meeting  of  all  the  bi¬ 
tuminous  coal  operators  in  the  entire  country  at 
Chicago,  November  twenty-second.  The  object  of 
the  meeting  will  be  to  discuss  the  attitude  which 
the  employers  will  adopt  toward  the  great  army  of 
miners  in  respect  to  the  next  interstate  wage  con¬ 
ference,  and  by  taking  advantage  of  the  pro¬ 
longed  boating  stage,  the  operators  have  thus 
been  able  to  secure  great  amounts  of  coal,  with 
which  to  meet  the  demand  in  the  event  of  a 
strike  and  to  be  able  to  fill  all  orders  without 
raising  the  price  any  appreciable  amount. 

Although  the  officials  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America  have  had  little  to  say  re¬ 
garding  a  possible  strike  in  the  spring,  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  they  think  it  will  probably  occur,  and  the 
unusual  activity  of  their  organizers  throughout 
the  various  fields  where  they  are  weak,  espe¬ 
cially  the  Irw’in  field  in  Pennsylvania,  is  taken 
as  an  indication  of  this.  In  a  recent  statement 
by  President  John  Mitchell  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers,  he  admitted  that  at  the  present  time 
they  had  in  the  national  treasury  considerably 
more  than  $2,000,000,  and  that  by  next  spring 
this  amount  will  have  been  swelled  to  over 
$3,000,000.  When  asked  to  what  uses  this  money 
was  to  be  put,  he  refused  to  answer  the  ques¬ 
tion  directly,  and  only  replied  that  the  union  had 
need  of  large  amounts  of  money,  and  it  is  prob¬ 
ably  being  collected  to  be  used  in  case  of  an 
emergency. 

National  Vice-President  T.  L.  Lewis  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers,  with  headquarters  at  Co¬ 


the  business.  As  noted  last  week,  Mr.  Farrell 
will  leave  The  New  River  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  soon  to  lake  the  management  of  The 
Pocahontas  Coke  Co.,  with  headquarters  at 
liramwell,  W.  Va.  Nothing  has  been  done  thus 
far,  toward  securing  a  successor  to  Mr.  Farrell. 

T.  J.  Hall  &  Co.,  coal  and  sand  dealers  at  the 
foot  of  Lawrence  street,  secured  an  injunction 
last  week  that  prevents  the  Louisville  &  Nash¬ 
ville  railroad  from  carrying  out  its  original  plans 
for  terminals.  It  will  now  be  necessary  for  the 
railroad  company  to  give  a  vertical  clearance  of 
twenty-two  feet  on  Lawrence  street,  and  fifteen 
feet  on  Ludlow  street.  The  railroad  company 
will  not  be  allowed  to  raise  the  present  grade  of 
its  surface  tracks  at  Ludlow  street.  In  this  Hall 
&  Co.  secured  a  material  victory  over  the  rail¬ 
road. 

Edward  Schonebaum,  the  efficient  and  popular 
general  manager  of  The  Otto  Marmet  Coal  & 
Mining  Co.,  and  The  Marmet-Halm  Coal  &  Coke 


lumbus,  Ohio,  made  a  tour  of  the  Pittsburg  dis¬ 
trict  this  week  and  was  interviewed  at  local 
miners’  headquarters.  When  asked  about  the 
probability  of  a  strike  soon,  he  replied  that  on  that 
subject  he  had  nothing  to  say  at  this  time,  except 
that  preparations  are  being  made  by  the  officials 
of  the  miners  to  meet  any  emergency  which  may 
arise.  When  asked  about  the  conditions  whic’n 
exist  throughout  the  country,  he  replied  that  the 
men  are  satisfied  and  work  is  plenty.  The  only 
place  where  there  is  any  trouble  is  in  the  an¬ 
thracite  region,  where  at  the  present  time  there 
are  two  small  strikes.  The  information  was 
given  out  that  the  men  do  not  want  to  strike  and 
would  only  do  so  as  a  last  resort,  should  the 
operators  attempt  to  enforce  a  scale  calling  for 
less  wages. 

B.  S.  Uallroad  Secures  Trackase  RigJits. 

At  a  recent  conference  held  between  President 
Arthur  G.  Yates  of  the  Buffalo,  Rochester  & 
Pittsburg  railroad.  President  Oscar  G.  Murray  of 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  and  M.  E.  Olmstead, 
president  of  the  Buffalo  &  Susquehanna  railroad, 
plans  were  agreed  to  by  which  the  latter  road 
will  secure  trackage  rights  from  Dubois  to  Ju¬ 
neau  over  the  Buffalo,  Rochester  &  Pittsburg,  and 
the  use  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  terminals  in 
Pittsburg.  The  Buffalo  &  Susquehanna  at  the 
present  time  extends  from  Wellsville,  N.  Y.,  to 
Dubois,  Pa.  Several  months  ago  surveys  for 
the  northern  extension  to  Buffalo  were  com¬ 
pleted  and  the  actual  construction  of  this  portion 
of  the  line  has  been  begun.  If  the  work  progresses 
as  favorably  as  it  has  since  it  was  begun  several 
weeks  ago,  it  is  probable  that  trains  will  be  run¬ 
ning  into  Buffalo  over  the  tracks  of  the  Buffalo 
&  Susquehanna  railroad  by  the  first  of  the  year. 

Several  surveying  parties  are  now  at  work  in 
Armstrong  and  Indiana  counties  upon  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  end  of  the  new  road,  which  will  extend 
from  Sykesville,  Jefferson  county,  to  a  point  on 
the  Allegheny  river,  near  Ford  City,  from  where 
an  easy  route  will  be  followed  into  Pittsburg. 
'Fhe  southern  portion  of  the  road  will  go  through 
some  rough  country,  which  will  necessitate  con¬ 
siderable  skillful  engineering  work,  and  though  it 
is  a  shorter  stretch  than  the  one  at  the  northern 
end,  now  under  construction,  it  will  probably  re¬ 
quire  much  more  time,  so  that  officials  do  not  ex¬ 
pect  to  complete  the  undertaking  much  earlier 
than  the  last  of  next  year. 

Last  week  the  stockholders  of  the  Pittsburg 
&  Castle  Shannon  railroad  leased  the  holdings  of 
this  line  of  road  to  the  Pittsburg  Railways  Co. 
for  a  period  of  ninety-nine  years  at  an  annual 
rental  of  $15,000,  with  the  privilege  of  a  renewal 
of  the  lease  for  ninety-nine  years  more  for 
$20,000  a  year.  The  action  was  protested  at  the 
time  by  some  of  the  minority  stockholders  and 
this  culminated  this  week  in  one  of  the  minority 
stockholders  filing  a  suit  m  equity  to  restrain  the 
two  companies  concerned  from  carrying  out  the 
terms  of  their  agreement. 

The  stockholders  of  the  Castle  Shannon  road 
held  their  meeting  on  August  twenty-fourth  when 
the  proposition  for  leasing  the  road  was  consid¬ 
ered.  But  two  bids  for  the  lease  were  made,  that 


Co.,  spent  most  of  the  week  here  looking  after  his 
river  interests.  He  had  the  unusual  experience 
of  marketing  a  tow  of  coal  that  arrived  by  river 
during  the  last  week  in  August,  the  steamer  Otto 
Marmet  coming  in  Wednesday  with  a  full  tow. 
Several  other  companies  also  received  coal  by 
river  frorn  the  Kanawha  district  during  the 
week.  This  does  not  happen  more  than  once  in 
ten  years. 

J.  C.  Wheeler,  sales  agent  of  The  New  River 
Coal  Sales  Co.,  gave  out  the  statement  this  week 
that  his  company  had  just  taken  over  the  output 
of  another  mine  in  the  Kanawha  district,  that  of 
'I'he  Great  Kanawha  Colliery  Co.,  at  Mt.  Car¬ 
bon,  W  .Va.,  on  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  rail¬ 
road.  This  mine  is  now  producing  six  cars  of 
coal  a  day  and  three  cars  of  coke  daily.  This  is 
the  third  or  fourth  additional  mine  that  Mr. 
Wheeler’s  company  has  taken  over  in  as  many 
months,  and  speaks  eloquently  for  him  as  a  sales 
agent.  He  now  has  a  tonnage  of  over  4,000  tons 
a  day. 


Pittsburg  Field. 

of  the  Pittsburg  Railway  Co.  and  that  of  Attor¬ 
ney  William  C.  Kaufman,  who  is  said  to  have 
represented  Robert  C.  Hall,  a  Pittsburg  broker. 
Mr.  Kaufman’s  bid  was  $17,500  a  year,  and 
roughly  estimated  it  meant  $2,500  a  year  or 
$247,000  for  the  ninety-nine  years  more  than  the 
offer  of  the  Pittsburg  Railways  Co.  Francis  L. 
Robbins,  president  of  the  Castle  Shannon  Co., 
who  presided  over  the  meeting,  declined  to  enter¬ 
tain  it  because  Mr.  Kaufman  admitted  that  he 
was  bidding  for  individuals  and  Mr.  Robbins  con¬ 
tended  that  only  an  incorporated  concern  could 
legally  lease  the  road. 

A  copy  of  the  lease  approved  by  the  stockhold¬ 
ers  shows  that  in  addition  to  the  railroad  prop¬ 
erty  from  Arlington  station  to  Bailey  avenue  the 
Pittsburg  Railways  Co.  will  be  given  the  right 
to  use  two  inclines,  a  picnic  park  of  seven  and 
one-half  acres  in  Baldwin  township,  six  and  one- 
half  acres  of  ground  containing  the  ground  for 
operating  the  inclines  at  Castle  Shannon,  and  the 
rolling  stock  which  consists  of  three  locomotives, 
five  passenger  coaches  and  three  combination  cars, 
ten  flat  cars  and  gondolas  and  275  coal  cars  of 
small  capacity. 

Some  idea  of  the  possibilities  within  the  grasp 
of  the  lessees  is  shown  by  the  figures  gathered 
from  the  operations  of  the  road.  During  one 
month  of  the  present  3'ear  the  passenger  receipts 
amounted  to  $4,576  per  month,  or  about  $54,852 
per  year.  The  coal  company  last  year  mined 
and  sent  over  the  road  100,000  tons  of  coal  on 
which  it  will  have  to  pay  the  lessees  twelve  and 
one-half  cents  per  ton  for  delivery,  or  about  $12,- 
500  a  j-ear.  The  running  expenses  are  recently 
said  to  have  been  cut  to  $3,010  per  month  or 
$36,120  a  j'ear.  The  total  receipts  from  the  coal 
carried  and  passenger  traffic  should  therefore 
reach  $65,352,  which  with  operating  expenses  of 
$36,120,  would  leave  a  margin  of  $31,233.  The 
annual  rental  of  $15,000  taken  from  this  would 
leave  $16,232  net  profit. 

The  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  interests,  which  owned 
eighty-one  per  cent  of  the  stock  of  the  Castle 
Shannon  road,  are  said  to  have  had  complete 
control  of  the  situation  when  the  question  of  leas¬ 
ing  the  roi|d  was  taken  up.  The  action  of  Pres¬ 
ident  Robbins  in  failing  to  recognize  some  of  the 
minority  stockholders  led  to  the  protest  made  by 
the  minority  stockholders  and  the  court  action 
begun  this  week. 

Suit  was  filed  by  Attorney  Kaufman  in  behalf 
of  Mrs.  Sibilla  Kaufman  against  the  Pittsburg 
&  Castle  Shannon  railway-,  the  Pittsburg  Rail¬ 
ways  Co.,  and  the  officers  of  the  companies,  and 
the  court  is  asked  to  restrain  the  Pittsburg  & 
Castle  Shannon  railway  from  e.xecuting  a  lease 
of  the  property  to  the  Pittsburg  Railways  Cc., 
and  to  restrain  the  latter  from  paying  any  money 
to  representatives  of  the  fomer  company  or  from 
taking  possession  of  its  property. 

Mrs.  Kaufman  owns  forty  shares  of  stock  of 
the  Pittsburg  &  Castle  Shannon  railway  and  she 
ts  thus  entitled  to  file  the  bill. 

It  is  also  charged  that  the  Pittsburg  Railways 
Co.  has  no  right  to  operate  a  railroad  under  its 
charter,  as  is  proposed  to  be  done  in  the  hauling 
of  the  coal  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


Coal  Market  Conditions  in  the  Northwest. 


Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Aug.  31. —  (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — Practically  all  the  leading  coal 
shipping  interests  agree  that  prospects  for  a  large 
business  in  coal  in  the  northwest  are  very  en¬ 
couraging  and  that  the  demand  will  develop 
good  proportions  as  soon  as  the  buying  season 
actually  commences.  Another  fortnight  and  deal¬ 
ers  will  be  in  the  market  for  a  large  tonnage. 
Doubtless  they  will  continue  to  be  active  buy¬ 
ers  until  toward  next  spring. 

There  are  several  reasons  why  the  movement 
of  coal  in  the  northwestern  states  commences 
much  later  than  elsewhere.  This  territory  being 
largely  agricultural  in  its  resources,  merchants 
dealing  in  all  kinds  of  goods  are  more  inclined  to 
wait  till  after  harvest  before  stocking  up.  Im¬ 
mediate  prosperity  is  always  dependent  upon  the 
extent  of  the  crops  and  the  prices  that  are  likely 
to  be  obtained  for  them.  It  follows  as  a  natural 
sequence  that  in  times  of  prosperous  agricultural 
conditions  there  is  a  wider  consumption  and  a 
heavier  buying  demand  for  coal  than  when  con¬ 
ditions  are  the  reverse. 

All  the  territory  tributary  to  the  dock  points 
and  the  Twin  Cities  is  in  the  best  physical  con¬ 
dition  ever  known.  There  were  fair  crops  last 
year  and  high  prices,  which  resulted  in  the  pros¬ 
perity  of  the  farmer.  Crops  are  still  better  this 
year,  with  a  prospect  that  prices  will  be  entirely 
satisfactory,  judging  by  present  tendencies. 

Farm  mortgages  which  were  a  heavy  load  for 
the  agricultural  classes  of  the  northwest  several 
years  ago,  are  rapidly  being  paid  off  and  many 
of  those  who  were  formerly  so  handicapped  now 
have  money  in  the  bank,  so  that  the  general  con¬ 
dition  of  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  the  Dakotas, 
Iowa  and  Nebraska  is  the  best  ever  known. 

Coal  as  a  fuel  is  now  in  almost  universal  use 
in  this  territory,  whereas  a  few  years  ago  wood 
was  the  principal  fuel.  The  hardwood  forests 
have  been  so  reduced  by  the  continuous  inroads 
on  them,  due  to  fuel  consumption,  that  prices 
have  materially  advanced,  and  on  a  comparative 
basis  almost  any  kind  of  coal  is  a  cheaper  fuel 
than  wood.  This  holds  true  in  practically  all 
of  the  territory  mentioned,  with  the  exception  of 
the  northernmost  portions  of  Minnesota  and  Wis¬ 
consin. 

With  the  great  increase  in  population  that  has 
occurred  as  a  result  of  immigration  from  Europe 
and  the  movement  of  the  overflow  population  of 
the  eastern  half  of  the  United  States,  coupled 
with  the  general  prosperity  of  the  citizens  of  the 
northwestern  states,  there  should  be  a  greater 
expansion  in  the  coal  trade  in  our  territory  than 
anywhere  else.  Along  with  the  increase  in  ag¬ 
ricultural  prosperity,  new  factories  are  being 
built  requiring  a  larger  tonnage  of  steam  coal ;  the 
railroads  are  extending  their  operations  and  mile¬ 
age,  and  of  course  their  requirements  are  rapidly 
increasing.  Add  to  this  a  very  much  enlarged  do¬ 
mestic  demand,  owing  to  the  numerous  reasons 
given,  and  it  must  be  evident  that  the  great  ex¬ 
pansion  in  coal  demand  in  the  future  is  to  occur 
in  this  territory. 

Wliere  Coal  Consumption  Will  Occur, 

This  reasoning  appears  to  be  founded  on  a 
safe  hypothesis  when  it  is  known  that  the  many 
square  miles  of  territory  included  in  the  states 
mentioned,  practically  are  without  coal  resources. 
This  is  assuredly  so,  inasmuch  as  no  high  grade 
domestic  or  steam  coal  is  mined  in  that  area. 

All  the  coal  tonnage  required,  practically,  must 
be  transported  from  the  eastern  fields  by  way  of 
the  great  lakes  over  the  docks,  or  all-rail  from 
the  western  fields.  With  a  continuance  of  the 
present  abounding  prosperity  in  our  territory, 
producers  and  shippers  of  coal,  who  are  con¬ 
templating  an  expansion  of  their  business,  if  they 
can  reach  the  northwest  on  anything  like  a  fair 
competitive  basis  will  find  it  to  their  interest  to 
give  more  attention  to  this  market  in  the  future 
than  ever  in  the  past.  Coals  properly  introduced 
in  this  territory  and  sold  on  anything  like  a  fair 
basis  will  continue  in  the  popular  favor.  All-rail 
coal  can  not  be  introduced,  however,  without 
advertising.  A  visit  now  and  then  from  a  sales¬ 
man  will  not  do  the  business,  particularly  with 
dock  prices  as  low  as  at  present.  Dock  coal  is 
very  popular  on  account  of  its  excellent  prepara¬ 
tion  and  the  remarkable  facility  with  which  it  can 


be  shipped  when  urgently  required.  All-rail  coal 
can  only  compete  when  it  can  meet  these  condi¬ 
tions,  and  after  it  has  been  thoroughly  introduced 
through  advertising  properly  any  advantages  it 
may  enjoy. 

The  bulk  of  the  coal  is  not  bought  in  the  north¬ 
west  until  after  the  early  part  of  September. 
The  desire  on  the  part  of  the  merichants  to  wait 
until  after  harvest,  so  they  may  be  able  accu¬ 
rately  to  gauge  the  prospective  demand  is  one 
source  of  the  delay. 

Another  source  is  found  in  connection  with  the 
general  condition  of  the  northwest  retail  busi¬ 
ness.  As  a  plain  truth,  the  retail  coal  business 
is  in  its  infancy  all  through  this  country,  although 
it  is  in  strong  hands.  It  is  a  side  issue  in  nearly 
every  instance  outside  of  the  larger  cities  but  is 
rapidly  _  coming  to  the  front  and  one  of  these 
days  will  be  the  main  issue.  As  a  side  issue  it 
is  at  present  tacked  on  to  the  lumber  trade,  the 
elevator  business,  the  hardware,  building  material 
or  the  farm  implement  business  and  sometimes  is 
added  to  all  of  these  in  some  of  the  very  smallest 
towns.  Quite  naturally  other  lines  of  business 
are  followed  during  the  summer  and  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness  only  during  its  season.  Storage  and  yard 
room_  are  required  for  the  storage  of  lumber  or 
building  material,  especially  if  the  net  profits  on 
the  former  are  large,  which  is  quite  frequently 
the  case.  Coal  is  not  stored  until  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  to  take  it  in  and  therefore  the  larger 
part  of  the  tonnage  required  for  winter  remains 
to  be  purchased.  This  is  essentially  true  in  the 
domestic  trade. 

For  the  reason  that  coal  dealers  are  in  some 
other  line  of  business  during  the  summer,  con¬ 
sumers  are  not  urged  to  take  in  fuel  to  the  same 
extent  they  are  in  the  more  settled  communities, 
where  the  coal  merchant  engages  in  trade  the 
year  round.  Consumers  consequently  have  laid 
in  only  a  very  small  tonnage  thus  far.  The  total 
doubtless  represents  less  tonnage  than  a  year  ago, 
for  the  reason  that  consumers  in  our  territory 
have  suffered  from  the  same  lethargy  which  has 
prevailed  elsewhere.  Feeling  that  they  could 
obtain  coal  in  any  desired  quantity  at  any  time 
they  required  it,  they  have  failed  to  order  and 
there  are  many  bins  which  were  filled  at  this  time 
a  year  ago  which  are  now  empty. 

Wily  Antliracite  Buying  is  Delayed. 

In  connection  with  the  northwest  demand  for 
mithracite  there  is  one  feature  which  is  of  some 
importance,  but  which  has  never  occurred  to  most 
shipping  companies.  Coal  distributed  through 
this  territory  will  cost  the  dealer  on  the  average 
somewhere  between  $8.00  and  $9.00  a  ton  de¬ 
livered  on  board  cars  at  his  yard.  The  April 
discount  of  fifty  cents  a  ton  only  offers  liim  about 
four  per  cent  for  the  use  of  his  money,  whereas  in 
the  east  the  percentage  is  greater  with  a  lower 
priced  coal,  owing  to  its  being  sold  closer  to  the 
point  of  mining.  In  the  northwest  money  is  also 
higher  than  in  the  east,  so  that  the  dealer  can 
not  borrow  at  the  bank  and  buy  his  coal  in  April 
at  any  profit.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  if  he  made  a 
short  time  loan,  he  would  pay  eight  per  cent  for 
it,  and  would  earn  only  four  per  cent  on  the  coal 
in  storage,  so  that  he  would  be  out  of  pocket  un¬ 
less  there  was  some  other  inducement  for  him  to 
take  in  the  coal. 

It  is  easy  to  be  seen  that  no  matter  how  ener¬ 
getically  they  may  push  out  for  business,  ship¬ 
ping  companies  can  not  accomplish  much  of  a 
transformation.  The  purchase  of  the  larger  part 
of  the  'tonnage  will  occur  after  the  advent  of 
autumn  under  existing  conditions.  This  results 
in  some  evils  which  are  sure  to  be  experienced 
the  present  year.  There  will  be  a  car  shortage 
without  any  doubt.  All  the  dock  interests  expect 
a  shortage  of  cars  on  at  least  one  railroad,  and 
it  will  be  a  source  of  some  surprise  if  there  is  not 
this  trouble  on  practically  all  the  roads.  Con¬ 
ditions  are  ripe  for  one  of  the  worst  car  con¬ 
gestions  ever  experienced  at  northwestern  termi¬ 
nal  points.  There  will  be  a  heavy  movement  of 
grain  as  a  consequence  of  the  heavy  crop ;  there 
will  be  a  large  movement  of  merchandise  and 
lumber,  due  to  the  general  prosperity  of  the 
northwest.  There  will  be  an  unusual  movement 
of  coal  because  of  the  lethargy  in  buying  tlial 
prevailed  this  summer  which  resulted  in  a  smaller 


tonnage  being  stocked.  All  this  will  have  to  be 
moved  during  the  next  few  weeks,  and  added  to 
this  will  be  the  increase  in  the  tonnage  result¬ 
ing  from  a  larger  population  and  greater  pros¬ 
perity.  It  will  not  be  surprising  if  many  annoy¬ 
ances  and  delays  result  both  to  dealers  and  con¬ 
sumers  during  the  next  three  months  from  this 
cause. 


Dock  prices  on  bituminous  coal  have  not  al¬ 
ways  been  maintained  this  summer,  owing  to 
the  desire  to  move  tonnage,  but  from  now  on  there 
will  not  be  much  trouble  on  that  score  unless  the 
winter  happens  to  be  an  open  one.  The  new  dock 
prices  doubtless  will  be  well  maintained  as  soon 
as  orders  begin  to  come  in,  and  it  is  anticipated 
the  first  of  September  will  mark  a  decided  change 
in  the  volume  of  the  latter. 

In  all-rail  coals  at  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul 
the  market  reflects  to  some  extent  the  conditions 
prevailing  at  Chicago.  There  is  not  quite  as 
much  coal  on  track  offered  under  car  service 
prices  as  there  was  a  fortnight  or  a  month  ago 
but  there  is  a  sufficient  tonnage  to  keep  prices 
from  going  to  the  point  where  there  is  much 
profit  m  this  class  of  business  for  the  shipping 
cornpanies  or  producers.  The  impression  seems 
to  have  gained  ground  with  some  of  the  Illinois 
and  Indiana  shippers  that  the  Twin  Cities  are 
a  dumping  ground  where  the  product  can  be  sold 
when  there  is  no  other  market  for  it.  This  im¬ 
pression  IS  wholly  an  erroneous  one.  By  shipping 
unsold  coal  to  the  northwest  injury  is  done  the 
all-rail  trade.  When  a  product  is  sold  at  too  low 
a  price  it  is  degraded  in  the  public  mind  and  it 
IS  difficult  to  rehabilitate  it.  This  is  just  what 
happens  when  all-rail  coal  is  sold  at  a  sacrifice 
in  the  northwest  as  a  result  of  demurrage. 


Southern  Coal  Conditions. 


;^.AoiirfpmO-The  coal  business  at  Chattanooga, 
Nashvi  le,  Memphis  and  other  centers  in  Ten¬ 
nessee  has  found  a  good  increase  this  month  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  placing  of  some  winter  delivery  orders 
at  summer  prices.  The  factories  throughout  the 
south  are  running  along  undisturbed  by  quaran- 
itne  matters  and  regulations.  The  outlook  is  very 
good  for  the  coal  men  this  fall.  Operations  at 
the  mines  by  reason  of  railroad  development, 
trackage,  etc.,  are  very  steady  and  increasing  al¬ 
most  every  month. 


■  mining  situation  is  made  acute 

in  the  Tracy  City,  Tenn.,  coal  and  iron  district  by 
reason  of  the  disagreement  of  some  of  the  min¬ 
ers  with  the  wage  scale  adopted  in  that  field, 
trouble  has  been  imminent  the  last  few  days. 

been  there  and  made  an 
address  to  the  miners  and  in  order  to  quell  any 
uprising  or  violence  to  the  peaceable  citizenship 
a  small  quota  of  the  state  guard  was  sent 
there  as  a  precaution.  In  handling  the  laboring 
men  Governor  Cox  has  been  something  of  a  suc¬ 
cess  in  Tennessee.  He  is  an  adroit  politician. 
A  remarkable  incident  occurred  a  few  days  ago 
while  he  was  out  with  a  company  of  state  offi- 
aals  investigating  coal  lands  to  be  purchased  for 
Tennessee  and  to  fit  the  occasion  Tennessee’s 
governor  donned  overalls  and  blue  jumpers.  It 
is  said  he  makes  quite  a  good  miner  in  appear¬ 
ance. 


Harry  Anderson,  of  John  D.  Anderson  &  Co., 
a  leading  wholesale  and  retail  firm  of  Nashville, 
was  seen  at  their  office  in  the  Arcade  by  The 
Black  Diamond  correspondent.  Mr.  Anderson 
thought  the  signs  for  autumn  business  were  very 
good  in  the  Rock  City.  'I'he  fall  business  he  said 
had  just  begun  to  open  up.  Portions  of  the  sum¬ 
mer  he  thought  had  been  quite  dull  but  August 
had  itself  been  a  fine  month.  The  car  shortage 
right  now  is  bothering  the  Nashville  coal  people, 
at  the  mines  had  been  lost  due  to  this  trouble. 

The  Cumberland  River  Coal  &•  Coke  Co.,  of 
Nashvil'e,  has  changed  its  yards  from  the  Ten¬ 
nessee  Central  terminals  to  the  corner  of  Harri¬ 
son  rmd  Fourth  avenue,  where  it  has  equipped 
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a  new  and  np  to  date  yard  for  t!ie  wholesale 
and  retail  business. 

'File  next  annual  meeting  of  the  recently  or¬ 
ganized  Kentneky-Tennessee  Retail  Coal  Mer¬ 
chants’  Association  will  be  held  in  Nashville. 
Ilarry  Ander.son,  of  Jno.  1).  Ander.son  &  Co., 
this  city,  at  the  first  meeting  held  in  Louisville 
last  month,  was  made  a  member  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  association.  Memphis,  Lexing¬ 
ton  and  Louisville  all  extended  invitations  for  the 
second  meeting.  The  Rock  City’s  hospitable  rep¬ 
utation  won  out.  'Fhe  attendance  at  next  spr.ng’s 
meeting  will  show  how  much  the  body  has  grown. 

New  Companies  Organized. 

The  Brown-Lane  Coal  Co.  has  been  organized 
at  Memiihis,  'Penn.,  for  the  purpose  of  buying 
a  large  body  of  coal  lands  in  Kentucky,  opening 
coal  mines  and  operating  them  on  a  large  scale. 
The  new  company  will  be  capitalized  at  $:!0(),l)()() 
and  the  officers  and  directors  arc  among  the 
best  known  business  men  in  Memphis.  They  are 
Win.  M.  Kennedy,  president;  Dr.  E.  A.  Neely, 
lirst  vice-president ;  R.  L.  Brown,  second  vice- 
liresident ;  A.  Y.  Allen,  secretary  and  treasurer. 
J.  W.  Lane,  the  vice-president  and  general  man¬ 
ager,  has  had  a  long  and  successful  experience  in 
the  operation  of  coal  mines  in  Kentucky,  having 
been  engaged  in  the  business  for  a  number  of 
years.  The  company  will  have  its  general  offices 
in  Memphis. 

The  McLaughlin  Coal  &  Grain  Co.,  of  Memphis, 
has  been  incorporated  with  $.’>0,000  capital  stock 
by  M.  B.  McLaughlin,  M.  E.  McLaughlin,  Louis 
Thornton,  A.  J.  Cook  and  G.  W.  Bagnal. 

The  Consolidated  Anthracite  Coal  Co.,  of 
Spadra,  Ark.,  has  filed  an  amendment  to  its  char¬ 
ter  in  Arkansas  reducing  its  capital  stock  from 
$.>,000,000  to  $:J, 500,000.  Walter  S.  liogle  is  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  corporation. 

The  Miilland  Valley  Coal  Co.,  of  West  Virginia, 
and  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  has  filed  its  certificate  in 
the  latter  state,  designating  E.  Bache,  of  Fort 
Smith,  as  agent  for  Arkansas;  also  a  certificate 
that  all  of  its  capital  stock  of  $100,000  is  in  use 
in  Arkansas.  The  company’s  articles  of  incor¬ 
poration  were  also  tiled,  naming  the  following 
incorporators;  Joseph  M.  Spradling,  president; 
H.  f)enman,  F.  Bache,  James  F.  Read  and  James 
B.  McDonnough. 

A  new  coal  company  in  the  Birmingham  dis- 
tr  ct  has  been  incorporated  in  that  city.  It  is 
called  the  East  Pratt  Coal  Co.  Capital  stock 
$20,000.  John  T.  Morgan  is  president  and  treas¬ 
urer. 


West  Virginia  Mining  Field. 

Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  August  31 — {Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  approach  of  cooler  weather 
has  resulted  in  an  increased  demand  for  both  coal 
and  coke,  and  visions  of  a  car  shortage  of  con¬ 
siderable  severity  are  beginning  to  bother  ship¬ 
pers.  This  week  in  the  southern  part  of  the  state 
car  shipments  were  governed  entirely  by  the  sup¬ 
ply  of  empties. 

The  demand  for  smokeless,  which  has  been 
fairly  steady  all  year,  and  in  that  respect  differ¬ 
ing  from  the  demand  for  other  kinds  of  coal  in 
West  Virginia,  is  showing  a  decided  improve¬ 
ment  and  It  will  occasion  no  surprise  if  higher 
prices  are  soon  asked.  Advanced  prices  for  all 
grades  are  subjects  of  expectation  all  along  the 
line.  The  generally  improved  demand  seems  to 
justify  the  asking  of  these  higher  figures. 

Unfortunately  many  of  the  largest  contracts 
made  during  recent  months  were  on  a  compara¬ 
tively  low  basis,  and  until  these  are  worked  out 
there  will  scarcely  be  any  price  advances  except 
in  some  particular  cases. 

For  slack  coal  the  supply  in  no  instance  ecpials 
the  demand.  Like  smokeless,  the  demand  for 
slack  has  been  steady.  Probably  it  has  been 
greater  always,  but  this  situation  does  not  apply 
with  so  much  force  to  West  Virginia  as  to  the 
adjacent  eastern  Ohio  district  because  the  use  of 
screens  in  West  Virginia  is  not  general,  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  mines  operating  on  the  run-of-mine 
basis. 

Fairmont  coal  is  going  out  of  that  district  in 
big  shipments  now  and  all  the  mines  are  working 
to  capacity,  'fhere  is  a  heavy  movement  to  the 
lakes  and  to  western  distributing  points,  w'hile  the 
large  eastern  trade  which  has  been  pushed  ex¬ 
tensively  the  last  few  years  is  productive  of  big 
orders. 


Along  the  Norfolk  &  Western  and  the  Chesa¬ 
peake  &  Ohio  railroads  all  operations  are  work¬ 
ing,  but  complaints  as  to  trouble  in  getting  cars 
come  from  those  sections,  and  it  is  in  those  re¬ 
gions  that  some  fear  is  expressed  as  to  lack  of 
cars  in  the  near  future. 

The  Wabash  mines  in  the  West  Virginia 
Central  territory  are  operating  steadily.  There  is 
less  opening  of  new  mines  in  that  district,  as  com¬ 
pared  to  other  jiarts  of  the  state  and  it  is  likely 
a  good  thing  for  the  operations  in  that  particular 
field. 

N’ew  Hallroadu  to  Coal  KleldH. 

More  new  railroad  projects  are  on  the  tapis, 
'fhe  latest  outbursts  of  railroad  activity  pertains 
to  new  railroads  from  the  .southeastern  part  of 
West  Virginia.  One  survey  has  been  made  for 
the  Allegheny  &  Western,  to  traverse  Nicholas, 
Monroe,  Fayette  and  Greenbrier  counties,  in  this 
state.  Another  company,  to  be  known  as  the  Kan¬ 
awha  &  West  Virginia,  has  been  organized  and 
made  a  perliminary  survey,  to  cover  what  will 
likely  be  a  second  division  of  the  same  road. 
Plats  for  the  former  survey  have  been  filed  with 
the  county  courts,  but  not  in  the  second  com¬ 
pany’s  case.  Edward  S.  Jones,  of  Scranton,  Pa., 
is  one  of  the  leading  capitalists  connected  with 
both  enterprises  and  ex-Gov.  MacCorkle,  of  West 
Virginia,  is  another. 

Speaking  of  the  coal  situation  Col.  M.  'f.  Roach, 
of  Charleston,  president  of  the  Kanawha  Fuel 
Co.,  says  that  the  outlook  is  better  now  than  it 
has  been  at  any  time  this  year,  fie  says  he  looks 
for  a  good  deal  of  stocking  up  elsewhere  in 
anticipation  of  strikes  next  spring  in  other  bitu¬ 
minous  states  and  also  from  a  possible  anthracite 
strike,  and  that  there  will  not  be  any  labor 
troubles  in  West  Virginia. 

Word  has  been  received  of  loud  talk  indulged 
in  at  the  miners’  national  headquarters  in  Indian¬ 
apolis  by  two  labor  organizers,  who  claim  they 
were  assaulted  by  coal  company  police,  near 
Charleston,  for  trespassing  on  the  •  company’s 
property.  There  was  no  connection  between  their 
attack  and  labor  sentiment,  and  while  they  may 
be  sincere  in  their  views  the  effect  will  not  be 
impressive  in  West  Virginia. 

The  new  purchasers  of  the  Piney  colliery  have 
moved  the  office  headquarters  to  Charleston  and 
will  inaugurate  an  effective  campaign  for  new 
business. 

The  Crab  Orchard  Coal  Co.,  operating  in  the 
New  River  district,  has  moved  its  offices  from 
Macdonald  in  Fayette  county,  to  Beckley,  Raleigh 
county,  where  the  owners  have  affil  ated  inter¬ 
ests. 

Some  little  activity  in  selling  coal  lands  is  noted 
about  Morgantown  and  where  there  have  been 
re-sales  they  show  that  the  price  of  coal  land  in 
West  Virginia  has  advanced  forty  per  cent  since 
1002.  This  percentage  holds  good  throughout  the 
state. 


The  St.  Louis  Coal  Market. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Aug.  31 — {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — 'fhe  market  here  is  quiet  as  usual  but 
with  prospects  of  brightening  up  by  the  first  of 
the  month. 

There  is  little  or  no  market  for  free  coal,  con- 
quently  there  is  not  much  to  say  in  regard  to 
the  general  condition  of  the  demand  here. 

One  of  the  main  evils  seems  to  be  over-produc¬ 
tion  and  this  aided  by  a  suicidal  competition 
among  the  large  dealers,  completes  the  story  of 
a  market  which  is  in  the  same  condition  from 
week  to  week. 

'fhis  month  from  the  first  to  date  a  total  of 
11,520  cars  have  been  shipped  to  this  market 
having  a  capacity  of  415,220  tons,  which  is  about 
80,000  tons  less  than  for  the  same  period  last 
year. 

Mine  run  could  be  had  from  S5c  to  !)5c  during 
the  past  week,  which  is  less  than  the  cost  of  pro¬ 
duction. 

Good  Shaker  screened  lump  can  be  had  all  the 
way  from  $1.05  to  $1.85  E.  St.  Louis. 

'The  retail  market,  from  all  reports,  seems  to 
be  in  a  better  condition  than  it  was  last  week. 
Orders  are  coming  in  a  little  faster  and  things 
are  brightening  up. 

Shipments  are  good,  in  fact  most  dealers  have 
reported  them  good  all  summer,  but  the  few 
dealers  who  reported  their  shipments  as  not  be¬ 
ing  good,  report  them  so  now.  Most  of  the 


Pennsylvania  anthracite  coming  into  this  market 
is  cleaner  and  better  prepared  than  usual. 

Prices  advance  on  the  first  of  the  month  on  all 
grades  of  Pennsylvania  anthracite  ten  cents  per 
ton. 

There  is  practically  no  market  on  soft  coal  for 
domestic  purposes  and  dealers  are  not  making 
much  of  an  effort  to  dispose  of  this  product. 

Prices  on  the  standard  domestic  grades  are  as 


follows : 

Carterville  . i:i@l4c 

'frenton  . 13@15c 

Mt.  Olive  or  Staunton . ll@12c 

Standard  .  9(S;10c 


There  is  not  much  doing  in  coke,  although 
there  is  some  demand  for  it. 

The  majority  of  dealers  are  quoting  a  price 
of  $5.00  per  ton  delivered  on  coke. 

N'ew  Mines  at  Paris,  Mo. 

Preparations  have  about  been  completed  at 
Paris,  this  state,  for  beginning  extensive  coal 
mining  operations,  on  which  is  probably  the  larg¬ 
est  vein  of  coal  west  of  the  river. 

The  vein  measures  about  seven  feet,  and  is 
said  to  be  of  a  very  good  quality. 

A  Kansas  syndicate  has  been  organized  to  de¬ 
velop  the  property,  and  the  bonds  are  now  on  the 
New  York  market.  The  company  is  known  as 
the  Paris  Coal  Co.,  and  will  begin  business  with 
a  capital  of  $500,0(K),000. 

Contracts  have  been  let  for  the  most  modern 
mining  machinery,  and  the  initial  capacity  will 
be  about  1,0(;0  tons  a  day. 

The  property  is  located  on  the  line  off  the  M. 
K.  &  T.  Ry.,  and  the  coal  will  be  shipped  to  the 
Hannibal,  Kansas  City  and  Omaha  markets. 

Negotiations  have  been  closed  and  articles  of 
incorporation  have  been  applied  for  by  the 
Southern  Coal  Co.  The  money  for  the  purchase 
of  the  properties  was  paid  over  Wednesday  at 
Belleville.  R.  W.  Ropiequet  had  the  formation 
of  the  company  in  charge. 

The  company  which  is  known  as  the  .Southern 
Coal  Co.  will  be  capitalized  at  $L()00.(t0().  The 
incorporators  are  A.  B.  Daab,  R.  W.  Ropiequet 
and  L.  N.  Mureii,  all  of  St.  Clair  County.  A 
number  of  St.  Louis  capitalists  are  interested  in 
the  deal. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Kavanaugh,  president  of  the  Wig¬ 
gins  Ferry  Co.,  this  city,  will  be  president  of 
the  new  company.  .\n  organization  will  be  com¬ 
pleted  after  the  incorporation  papers  have  been 
issued  by  the  secretary  of  state. 

Fourteen  mines  along  the  southern  road  have 
been  purchased  outright,  and  the  right  to  all 
coal  along  the  line  has  been  bought. 

The  company  contemplates  cheaper  production, 
and  less  danger  of  underselling.  The  properties 
include  some  of  the  finest  mines  in  .southern 
Illinois. 

Others  interested  in  the  deal  are  e.x-Mayor 
Stephens  and  H.  D.  Sexton,  of  East  St.  Louis, 
and  J.  C.  Muren,  of  this  city. 


The  Ohio  Coal  Trade. 

Toledo,  Ohio,  .August  31. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — One  of  the  most  important  an¬ 
nouncements  in  several  months  has  just  been 
made  by  operators  doing  business  in  Toledo  and 
this  is  in  the  line  of  a  marked  advance  which 
goes  into  effect  the  first  of  September.  It  covers 
practically  all  lines  handled  in  Toledo  and  north¬ 
western  Ohio,  and  while  some  of  the  grades  will 
be  sold  to  the  public  at  former  prices,  the  cost 
to  dealers  has  been  advanced  from  ten  to  twenty 
per  cent. 

The  greatest  advances  come  from  the  Massiilon 
and  Jackson  districts  in  the  line  of  domestic  coals, 
while  Pocahontas  and  anthracite  are  also  to  be 
boosted.  -Anthracite  will  go  to  $7.00  a  ton,  the 
usual  mid-winter  price,  and  the  larger  dealers  are 
of  the  opinion  that  the  price  wdl  go  even  highei 
before  the  middle  of  the  winter  is  reached. 

Steam  Coals  are  Higher. 

-All  steam  grades  will  cost  the  dealers  about 
ten  per  cent  more  after  the  first  of  the  month, 
although  the  dealers  have  not  yet  decided  what 
quotations  they  will  announce  to  their  customers. 
A  large  amount  of  business  is  now  being  con¬ 
tracted  for  and  the  announcement  of  higher  prices 
has  been  of  great  assistance  in  clinching  contracts 
during  the  past  few  days,  although  cognizant  of 
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the  increase  dealers  have  closed  them  at  higher 
figures  than  were  mentioned  in  preliminary  ne¬ 
gotiations. 

The  majority  of  dealers  in  Toledo  believe  that 
the  crest  of  the  increase  has  not  yet  been  reached 
and  that  a  further  advance  is  likely  to  be  deter¬ 
mined  upon  later  by  the  operators.  The  market 
has  been  bad  for  some  months  past  and  aside 
from  an  attempt  to  improve  it,  the  operators  had 
in  mind  the  impending  strike  when  they  raised 
the  prices.  There  is  an  ever  increasing  feeling 
locally  that  a  strike  will  result  next  spring  when 
the  present  contract  between  operators  and  deal¬ 
ers  expires.  This  feeling,  together  with  the  tardi¬ 
ness  on  the  part  of  large  consumers  in  laying  in 
a  supply,  have  been  important  factors  which  led 
to  the  raise  in  prices.  Nor  is  the  tendency  to  de¬ 
lay  purchasing  confined  to  the  larger  dealers,  but 
reports  have  come  in  from  outlying  districts  that 
comparatively  little  coal  has  been  purchased  thus 
far  for  next  winter. 

Dealers  are  not  at  all  sorry  to  see  an  advance 
at  this  time  for  they  have  had  about  all  of  the 
dullness  they  desire  at  one  time  and  they  unite 
in  believing  that  the  raise  will  greatly  benefit  the 
market  in  all  lines.  August  had  been  dull — 
extremely  so — until  the  announcement  of  higher 
prices  was  made  public  and  since  that  time  there 
has  been  a  belated  rush  on  the  part  of  large  and 
small  consumers  to  get  under  the  wire  before 
the  time  limit — September  first — is  reached. 


The  Missouri  River  Trade. 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Aug.  29 — (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Leavenworth  manufacturers  have 
filed  complaints  with  the  Kansas  State  Railroad 
Commission  against  the  railroads  for  alleged  dis¬ 
crimination  in  coal  rates.  They  assert  that  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  Kas.,  has  a  rate  of  55  cents  on  nut  coal 
from  the  Cherokee  district  as  against  a  90-cent 
rate  at  Leavenworth.  They  want  the  Leaven¬ 
worth  rate  fixed  at  65  cents  a  ton.  They  say  this 
will  be  about  right.  Compared  with  the  55-cent 
rate  for  Kansas  City,  Kas. 

All  the  miners  employed  by  the  Home  River¬ 
side  Coal  Co.,  at  Leavenworth,  Kas.,  struck  yes¬ 
terday.  The  North  Leavenworth,  Home  and 
Riverside  mines,  which  employ  about  600  coal 
miners,  are  affected.  The  miners  say  that  they 
will  not  go  to  work  until  a  more  favorable  ad¬ 
justment  is  made  in  weighing  coal,  especially  at 
the  North  Leavenworth,  d'he  mine  operators  say 
that  no  complaint  was  brought  to  their  attention 
and  that  the  members  of  the  local  union  are  vio¬ 
lating  their  agreement  by  striking  without  first 
trying  to  adjust  the  differences.  George  Colville, 
president  of  the  district  union  is  expected  in 
Leavenworth  today  to  try  to  adjust  the  griev¬ 
ance. 

The  coal  trade  is  not  brisk  at  present  and  the 
mines  are  in  operation  only  about  two-thirds  of 
the  time. 


In  the  Hocking  Valley  Field, 

Columbus,  Ohio,  August  31. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — A  spec'al  meeting  of  the  Ohio  As¬ 
sociation  of  Coal  Operators  was  held  at  the  office 
of  the  secretary,  in  the  Ruggery  building,  this 
city,  on  the  twenty-fifth  inst.,  at  which  prices  were 
advanced  ten  cents  per  ton.  The  new  quotations, 
which  went  into  effect  September  first,  are  as 
follows ;  Domestic  lump,  $1.35 ;  three-quarter 
lump,  $1.25;  run-of-mine,  $1.15;  nut,  9()c ;  slack, 
80c ;  pea,  70c ;  nut,  pea  and  slack,  60c. 

The  meeting  was  one  of  the  most  largely  at¬ 
tended  for  a  long  period.  A  very  hopeful  feeling 
prevailed  with  respect  to  the  outlook  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  season.  This  appears  to  be  jus¬ 
tified  in  the  growing  strength  of  the  market. 
Lake  trade  is  beginning  to  show  its  old-time  vigor, 
despite  the  vigorous  all-rail  competition  of  In¬ 
diana  and  Illinois  in  the  northwest.  A  number  of 
jnines  that  have  been  practically  idle  have  gone 
into  operation  within  the  past  week  or  two,  and 
preparations  are  being  made  to  resume  work  at 
many  others.  The  prospects  are  that  within  a 
very  short  period  the  entire  Hocking  Valley  will 
be  active. 

Heavy  Demand  for  Domestic  Coal. 

A  suddenly-developed  and  heavy  demand  for 
domestic  coal  has  come  to  the  relief  of  the  smaller 
operators,  and  in  addition'  they  are  now  receiving 


overtures  from  the  lake-shipping  companies.  An 
evidence  of  growing  prosperity  is  the  threatened 
shortage  of  cars.  One  of  the  large  coal-carrying 
roads  out  of  the  valley  is  already  pushed  to  its 
full  resources.  Steam  coal  continues  dull,  but 
in  the  midst  of  other  sources  of  demand  this 
unfavorable  feature  of  the  market  is  not  being 
seriously  felt.  It  is  bel’eved  that  the  domestic 
business  will  gather  in  volume  as  fall  and  winter 
approaches.  Dealers  are  reported  to  be  well 
cleaned  up  on  old  stocks,  and  the  possibility  of 
labor  troubles  early  in  the  new  year,  when  the 
present  contract  with  the  miners  shall  have  ex¬ 
pired.  will  prompt  the  laying  in  of  reserve  supply. 

Prices  are  considerably  lower  than  at  the  same 
period  a  year  ago,  when  domestic  lump  sold  for 
$1.60.  The  demoralizing  conditions  which  have 
prevailed  during  most  of  the  present  season  re¬ 
sulted  in  considerable  price  cutting,  contracts 
being  made  in  some  instances  at  $1.00  per  ton. 
If  the  new  rate  of  $1.25  can  be  held  firmly  an¬ 
other  advance  is  expected  with'n  a  short  period. 

The  retail  coal  trade  is  fairly  active,  with  prices 
firm  at  $3.00  for  domestic  lump  and  $2.75  on 
same  for  winter’s  supp'y.  The  Retail  Coal  Deal¬ 
ers’  Association  will  take  strong  concerted  action 
the  coming  season  in  the  matter  of  delinquent 
customers,  with  a  view  to  eliminating  the  evils 
of  the  credit  system. 

Ohio  Notes  of  Interest. 

Harry  Olmstead,  president  of  the  Middle  States 
Coal  Co.,  has  returned  from  a  vacation  trip  to 
the  Great  Lakes. 

S.  F.  L.  Dean  is  at  Jasonville,  Ind.,  looking  after 
the  interests  of  the  mine  recently  acquired  at 
that  point  by  the  Eagle  Coal  Co.,  of  which  he  is 
secretary. 

Jesse  W.  Brown,  representing  the  southwestern 
states  at  the  convention  of  operators’  commis¬ 
sioners,  held  in  Columbus  last  week,  hails  from 
this  vicinity  and  was  greeted  while  here  by  a 
number  of  his  old  Ohio  associates. 

The  Washington  Fuel  Co.  will  employ  a  novel 
scheme  at  the  Ohio  state  fair,  to  be  held  here 
the  coming  week.  In  connection  with  its  exhibit 
it  will  give  away  10,000  advertising  coins,  re¬ 
deemable  with  any  deafer  at  a  value  of  twenty- 
five  cents  each  in  payment  for  coal. 

The  growing  importance  of  this  city  as 
headquarters  for  West  Virginia  coal  interests 
has  been  further  augmented  by  the  advent  of  a 
new  company  just  incorporated  at  $10,000,  and 
known  as  the  Columbus  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  The 
incorporators  are  J.  C.  Miller,  C.  H.  Hallgath,  W. 
H.  Bott,  Jesse  W.  Underwood  and  A.  N.  Flora. 
The  offices  will  be  located  in  the  Hayden  build¬ 
ing. 


Adopt  Cash  System  at  Peoria. 

A  number  of  coal  dealers  at  Peoria,  Ill.,  re¬ 
cently  agreed  to  adopt  a  cash  selling  policy.  They 
have  compiled  a  list  of  all  delinquents  on  the  past 
season’s  coal  accounts  and  after  September  fif¬ 
teenth  will  refuse  to  deliver  either  for  cash  or 
credit  to  any  one  on  this  list,  unless  such  delin¬ 
quent  shall  have  first  satisfied  the  dealer  to  whom 
he  is  in  arrears.  The  following  companies  will 
adopt  this  system:  B.  &  B.  Coal  Co.;  Treasure 
Coal  Co. ;  Dooly  Bros. ;  Geo.  Kellar ;  H.  A. 
Rob’iison  Fuel  Co.;  Fair  Oaks  Coal  Co.;  A.  G. 
Crammond  Fuel  Co. ;  Moher  Coal  Co. ;  G.  M. 
Lyons  Coal  Co. ;  Cushen  Coal  Co. :  A.  W.  Moffat ; 
Gibbons  Bros. ;  Richard  Walsh  ;  Ea.st  Peoria  Coal 
Co. ;  Mallon  &  Widup ;  Standard  Coal  Co. ;  Peoria 
Fuel  Co.;  McMaster  Coal  Co.;  S.  P.  Winters; 
Manhattan  Coal  Co.;  Eastern  Coal  Co.;  Fred 
Olander;  Ball  Coal  Co.;  Robinson  Jewell  Co.;  J. 
W.  Adams  and  John  J.  Wombacher  &  Sons. 


Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 


The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  & 
Coal  Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  trans¬ 
ported  over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  August 
twenty-sixth,  the  corresponding  week  last  year, 
the  year  to  date  and  the  corresponding  period  in 
1904  : 


Hroad  Top. 

Week  ending  Aug.  26,  160.5..  11,053 
Corresponding  week,  1904...  9,593 

Total  for  year  1905 . 432,241 

Corresponding  period,  1904.  .402,183 


Cumber¬ 
land.  Total. 
16,312  27,365 

22,383  31,976 

599,954  1,032,195 
713,552  1,115,735 


Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

1  he  Shorten  Coal  Co.  was  recently  organized 
at  Prairie  City,  Iowa,  with  an  authorized  capital 
of  $10, 000.  B.  E.  Moore  is  one  of  the  incor¬ 
porators. 

The  McLean  County  Coal  Co.,  Bloomington, 
Ill.,  will  shortly  install  new  engines  at  its  property 
near  that  city.  The  engine  and  plant  will  be  in 
service  again  in  a  short  time. 

A  permit  was  issued  by  the  railroad  commis¬ 
sioners  at  Topeka,  Kas.,  a  few  days  ago  to  the 
railroads  operating  between  Pittsburg  and  1  lol- 
ton,  Kas.,  to  make  a  rate  of  $1.12  on  slack  coal 
from  the  coal  fields  to  Holton. 

Byron  Seevers,  of  Albia,  Iowa,  recently  pur¬ 
chased  2,000  acres  of  coal  land  in  Marion 
county,  Iowa,  in  the  Big  Vein  district.  'I'he  land 
has  been  prospected  and  coal  was  found  from 
four  to  eleven  feet  in  thickness. 

Work  is  being  pushed  rapidly  on  the  Southern 
Indiana  railway,  which  is  being  built  by  John 
R.  Walsh,  for  competition  in  the  coal  fields  of 
Indiana.  When  the  system  is  completed  it  will 
comprise  a  total  of  over  500  miles. 

The  Atchison  coal  mine,  Atchison,  Kas.,  has 
adopted  the  open  shop  policy  and  will  be  run  on 
that  plan.  The  company  has  had  trouble  from 
the  outset  with  union  miners  over  the  scale  of 
wages  and  decided  to  employ  only  non-union 
men. 

The  Saylor  Coal  Co.,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  will 
shortly  develop  a  new  mine,  located  on  the 
Northwestern  railroad,  about  two  miles  north 
of  its  present  operation.  The  new  shaft  will  be 
equipped  with  electricity  and  will  he  modern  in 
every  respect. 

Coal  has  been  discovered  near  Chehalis,  Wash., 
which  is  expected  to  make  the  fortune  of  Charles 
H.  Curtis,  formerly  of  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  but  now 
residing  at  Tacoma,  Wash.  Mr.  Curtis  discov¬ 
ered  the  coal  several  years  ago  and  is  planning 
to  manufacture  briquettes. 

The  Denny-Renton  Clay  &  Coal  Co.,  Renton, 
Wash.,  recently  completed  plans  for  enlarging 
its  plant  at  that  point  and  will  also  improve 
and  enlarge  the  plants  at  Van  Asselt  and  Tay¬ 
lor,  the  amount  to  be  expended  being  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $20(),()()0. 

The  property  of  the  Longs  Peak  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  Denver,  Colo.,  has  been  purchased  by 
Charles  E.  Snider  and  John  A.  Robinson  of 
Denver,  a  portion  of  the  holdings  consisting  of 
240  acres  of  coal  land  at  Erie,  Colo.  The  prop¬ 
erty  will  be  improved. 

The  Junction  Mining  Co.,  Springfield,  Ill.,  re¬ 
cently  disposed  of  its  mine,  together  with  a  large 
anpunt  of  secured  coal  rights  to  the  Springfield 
Mining  Co.,  the  consideration  being  $2()0,()00. 
The  mine  will  be  operated  under  the  direction 
of  Manager  J.  A.  Agge,  of  the  Springfield  Min¬ 
ing  Co. 

The  Northern  Coal  &  Dock  Co.,  Superior,  Wis., 
is  about  to  build  a  large  coal  dock  at  that  point. 
It  will  be  located  on  Connors  Point  and  will 
have  a  frontage  of  twenty-two  acres  on  the  hay 
front.  The  dock  will  have  a  capacity  of  250, non 
tons  of  coal  and  will  be  about  the  largest  at  the 
head  of  the  lakes. 

The  Struthers  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  has  just  heen  formed.  This  company  is 
backed  by  the  same  interests  as  the  Struthers 
Furnace  Co.,  the  officers  in  the  two  compaires 
being  the  same.  W.  C.  Runyon  is  president  and 
George  L.  Fairbank  is  vice-president,  while  A. 
Grossman  is  the  secretary  and  treasurer. 

F'red  Strum,  an  employe  of  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Coal  Co.  at  Superior,  Wis.,  was  perhaps  fatally 
injured  while  at  work  in  the  hold  of  the  steamer 
Hapgood.  He  was  assisting  to  unload  a  cargo 
of  coal  from  the  boat  when  a  large  bucket  which 
he  had  just  filled  caught  in  some  manner  aiul 
turned  over,  the  coal  crushing  his  skull. 

The  Wabash  railroad  system  is  preparing  to 
meet  the  increased  demand  for  coal  cars  on  its 
lines  this  winter  by  placing  a  big  order  for  cars. 
Tbe  road  is  now  handicapped  in  this  respect. 
•Mthough  owning  six  thousand  coal  cars  at  pn-- 
ent,  when  the  coal  business  is  at  high  tide  in 
the  fall  and  winter,  this  equipment  will  not  be 
half  large  enough  to  meet  the  demands. 
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,  This  is  the  time  of  the  year  when  the  coal  men  should  get  busy. 

Which  is  worse — a  labor  or  a  commercial  monopoly?  Much  good 
thought  may  be  given  this  subject  without  doing  harm  to  any  one. 

The  average  price  of  coal  in  Paris  is  fourteen  dollars  per  ton.  Whew! 
'I'he  daily  newspapers  over  there  must  be  demanding  the  indictment  of  the 
coal  barons  all  the  time. 

Here  is  a  poser  to  which  an  answer  is  requested  by  an  Alabama  news¬ 
paper  :  “Why  is  it  our  coal  yields  hut  58.6  per  cent  in  coke,  while  Penn¬ 
sylvania  coal  yields  66.2  per  eent  in  coke  and  West  Virginia  coal  64.4  per 
cent  ?”  Better  ask  the  weather  man. 

Here  is  one  of  the  inconsistencies  of  the  times.  Naval  officers  have 
recommended  that  revenue  cutters  in  Alaskan  waters  be  equipped  with  oil 
burners  because  of  the  high  price  of  coal  in  that  region.  And  Alaska,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  geological  reports,  is  one  of  the  richest  parts  of  the  United 
States  in  coal  resources. 

Few  people  appreciate  the  rapid  development  that  is  going  on  in  the 
coal  fields  of  West  Virgin  a.  It  is  estimated  by  a  responsible  authority  that 
$30,000,000  were  expended  in  development  work  in  the  coal  mines  of  the 
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state  last  year,  and  $50,000,000  will  have  been  expended  at  the  end  of  the 
present  year.  At  this  rate  of  progress  West  Virginia  will  soon  be  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  to  produce  all  the  bituminous  coal  required  by  the  entire  country. 

Another  strike,'"  says  the  Boston  Transcript,  “would  bring  the  whole 
country  into  revolt.”  1  his  remark  was  leveled  at  Mr.  Mitchell  bv  that 
estimable  newspaper.  We  trust  that  when  the  strike  comes,  if  it  does,  this 
newspaper  will  not  go  back  on  its  word,  but  bring  about  a  revolt  against  in¬ 
tolerant  unionism  which  will  not  submit  to  the  open  shop. 

Kentucky  is  now  the  second  largest  coal  producing  state  in  the  south. 
The  time  may  come  when  punsters  and  cheap  wits  will  recognize  the  worth 
of  this  commonwealth  to  the  sisterhood  of  the  nation  and  forget  their  jokes 
about  colonels  and  Bourbon  whisky.  Kentucky  is  entitled  to  such  dig¬ 
nified  consideration  as  belongs  to  any  other  state. 

The  Meeting  of  Bituminous  Operators, 

The  Association  of  Commissioners  and  Secretaries  of  the  various  bitumi¬ 
nous  coal  operators’  associations  has  arranged  for  a  national  meeting  to  be 
held  in  Chicago  on  November  twenty-second.  It  is  intended  that  the  opera¬ 
tors  shall  be  represented  by  four  delegates  from  each  important  coal  state, 
and  additional  delegates  on  the  basis  of  one  to  each  million  tons  of  coal’ 
produced. 

This  meeting  can  be  made  a  most  important  one  or  it  can  be  made  a 
failure.  If  the  various  operators’  organizations  are  represented  at  the  con¬ 
ference  by  their  able  men,  who  are  thoroughly  in  touch  with  all  the  condi¬ 
tions,  they  can  discuss  the  prospective  wage  agreement  at  the  interstate 
convention  at  Indianapolis  in  January  in  such  a  manner  as  to  bring  light  out 
of  darkness.  Such  a  conference  might  go  into  details  concerning  future  wage 
agreements  which  would  eliminate  the  ambiguity  attendant  upon  these  con¬ 
tracts.  Furthermore,  it  might  recommend  a  plan  of  action  so  fair  that  each 
separate  organization  represented  would  be  glad  to  embrace  it,  and  when  the 
proper  time  came  there  would  be  more  unity  and  harmony  of  purpose  among 
the  coal  operators  than  has  ever  prevailed  in  the  past. 

To  a  very  large  extent  the  miners’  organization  has  been  left  to  pursue 
its  own  course.  It  is  true  that  ultimatums  and  counter-ultimatums  have 
been  issued  at  the  time  of  the  interstate  conference,  and  the  operators  at 
times  have  been  firm  in  their  determination  to  resist  the  aggression  of  the 
miners’  union.  But  after  the  conference  was  ended  the  operators  and 
miners  have  returned  home,  and  within  a  few  months  the  miners  have  ob¬ 
tained  nearly  everything  locally  which  they  demanded  at  the  interstate  con¬ 
ference  and  which  was  denied  them.  This  they  have  accomplished  through 
their  unity  of  purpose  and  because  they  know  how  to  use  the  tools  at  their 
command  in  negotiations  of  this  character.  Any  movement  which  has  for 
its  purpose  greater  unity  of  purpose  among  the  coal  operators,  and  which 
will  bind  them  together  for  united  action  in  harmony  with  the  best  interests 
of  the  greatest  number  should  have  the  hearty  support  of  every  one  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  industry. 

The  more  conferences  there  are  held  and  the  closer  operators  can  come 
together,  the  better  will  they  be  able  to  meet  the  issues  which  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  them  next  January.  It  has  been  asserted  that  the  miners  would 
never  take  another  reduction  in  wages.  In  the  present  state  of  organization 
among  the  coal  miners  they  can  make  this  assertion  and  have  reason  to 
believe  that  they  can  enforce  it.  On  the  other  hand,  were  the  operators 
as  closely  organized  as  the  miiners  they  would  not  make  it  or  any  other 
such  assertion  until  after  negot'ations  were  closed. 

Mr.  Mitchell  and  The  Issue. 

The  issue  in  future  negotiations  as  to  wages  and  conditions  in  the  an¬ 
thracite  region  has  been  clearly  set  forth  by  Mr.  Mitchell,  representing 
the  unionists.  In  his  speech  at  Tamaqua,  Pa.,  last  week,  he  declared  un¬ 
equivocally,  according  to  the  press  dispatches,  for  the  eight-hour  work 
day  for  the  union  miners  and  recognition  of  the  union  in  the  anthracite 
region. 

We  believe  that  the  press  dispatches  along  this  line  quoted  Mr. 
Mitchell  fairly  correctly.  If  this  is  the  issue,  what  are  the  anthracite 
operators  going  to  do  about  it?  They  can  not  expect  any  arbitration  on 
these  points,  for,  if  Mr.  Mitchell  has  made  up  his  mind  and  is  backed  by 
the  un-on  in  these  demands  he  will  refuse  to  arbitrate  them.  As  a  trades 
unionist  he  can  not  consistently  arbitrate,  because  he  claims  they  are  vital  to 
unionism  in  his  further  remarks  on  the  same  subject. 

We  fear  that  the  anthracite  operators  in  their  public  utterances  con¬ 
cerning  future  anthracite  conditions  have  been  rather  too  complaisant.  Mr. 
Mitchell  is  not  using  all  the  effort  and  abilitj'  of  which  he  is  possessed 
as  a  means  of  recreation.  He  is  hacked  by  strong  motives.  These  motives 
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are  to  make  as  compact  an  organization  out  of  the  anthracite  miners  as 
there  is  in  many  of  the  bituminous  states.  He  is  too  keen  and  astute  a 
leader  not  to  know  that  he  must  gain  concessions  for  his  following  if  he 
wishes  to  retain  his  hold  on  them.  It  is  possible  that  he  will  be  willing  to 
take  less  than  he  has  demanded  when  negotiations  are  opened,  but  there 
is  also  the  other  possibility  that  he  will  not  take  what  the  anthracite  opera¬ 
tors  may  be  willing  to  give  him.  The  issue  is  fairly  joined.  The  anthracite 
operators  will  follow  a  wise  course,  and  one  that  is  just  to  the  interests 
which  they  represent,  if  they  prepare  to  meet  that  issue  now  in  the  manner 
which  in  their  wisdom  is  best.  If  they  wait  too  long  they  may  not  be  able 
to  meet  it  properly. 

Secrecy  in  the  Coal  Trade. 

There  is  one  mistake  that  is  frequently  made  in  connection  with  the 
coal  trade.  This  is  the  matter  of  attempting  to  be  too  secretive.  The  public 
is  not  taken  sufficiently  into  the  confidence  of  the  average  coal  man.  As  in 
all  such  cases,  there  is  a  reason  for  this  secrecy.  The  coal  man  has  been  so 
frequently  blackguarded  and  slandered  in  the  public  press  that  he  has  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  conclusion  that  any  facts  he  may  give  out  to  the  newspapers  will 
be  distorted  and  twisted  until  they  do  not  represent  his  original  views. 
He  is  rather  inclined  to  be  supersensitive  with  reference  to  anything  having 
to  do  with  publicity. 

At  the  same  time  there  is  nothing  that  will  create  suspicion  quicker  than 
to  have  any  class  of  business  men  meet  by  stealth  and  adjourn  without  letting 
the  public  know  what  was  done.  Gossips  will  conjure  up  all  sorts  of  hor¬ 
rible  things  as  having  been  accomplished,  the  press  will  permit  its  imagination 
to  run  riot  and  political  prosecuting  attorneys  will  use  this  as  an  excuse  for 
securing  the  return  of  indictments. 

A  large  part  of  the  feeling  that  has  been  engendered  against  the  coal 
men  as  a  class  can  be  done  away  with  if  this  matter  of  secrecy  is  avoided  as 
much  as  possible.  If  large  interests  meet  to  discuss  prices  and  advance  them 
they  have  a  good  cause,  usually,  for  making  the  advance.  If  they  take  the 
public  into  their  confidence  the  subject  will  be  allowed  to  drop  then  and 
there.  On  the  other  hand,  if  they  hold  a  meeting  and  advance  prices,  when 
the  matter  does  leak  out  there  will  be  a  howl  all  through  the  territory  af¬ 
fected  and  the  matter  will  be  rriade  to  appear  much  worse  than  it  really  is 
because  no  adequate  defense  is  presented  at  tbe  time  it  becomes  public  prop- 
rty. 

We  have  no  particular  instance  in  mind  where  the  coal  men  have  not 
taken  the  public  into  their  confidence.  The  idea  of  less  secrecy  and  greater 
publicity  is  advocated  only  as  a  general  policy,  because  of  the  well  known 
results  which  will  be  accomplished.  It  is  ascertainable  from  experience 
that  no  important  meeting  of  any  interests  can  be  held  and  the  results  re¬ 
main  a  secret  long  if  anything  is  accomplished.  There  is  always  some  leak 
which  will  enable  the  daily  press  to  obtain  the  facts.  It  is  much  better 
they  should  go  out  to  the  public  in  a  manner  that  will  not  create  bias.  And 
really,  if  coal  men  are  acting  in  harmony  with  public  policy  they  never  can 
have  anything  to  conceal. 

Value  of  the  Office  Show  Window. 

The  value  of  the  office  show  window  is  not  always  appreciated  by  deal¬ 
ers  in  coal.  As  a  means  of  advertising  it  is  one  of  the  cheapest  plans  of 
attracting  trade  that  can  be  utilized.  It  is  particularly  valuable  in  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  new  coal  products.  In  the  west  many  modern  dealers  are  using 
their  office  show  window  to  advertise  newer  products  which  they  are  intro¬ 
ducing,  such  as  domestic  sizes  of  coke,  Indiana  and  Illinois  domestic  coals 
and  some  of  the  specialties.  The  show  window  of  the  retail  coal  office  can 
be  made  very  effective  if  a  small  amount  of  time  is  given  to  it.  A  neat  sign 
calling  attention  to  the  product  exhibited  will  attract  a  large  amount  of 
attention  on  a  busy  thoroughfare.  These  show  window  displays  should  be 
changed  at  least  once  a  month,  and  if  the  dealer  has  the  time  it  is  a  good 
plan  to  change  them  once  each  week  or  once  a  fortnight.  New  ideas  should  be 
utilized  as  much  as  possible  to  obtain  the  most  effective  results,  but  if  the 
dealer  is  lacking  in  ingenuity  or  is  rushed  with  work  it  is  better  to  use  even 
conventional  ideas  than  none  at  all. 

The  advantage  of  using  the  show  window  in  the  retail  office  consists 
principally  in  its  economy.  The  only  expense  connected  with  advertising  of 
this  character  is  that  which  arises  from  the  work  of  arranging  the  display 
and  the  nominal  sum  spent  in  having  signs  painted  and  in  special  displays. 
There  is  nothing  more  attractive  in  the  display  line  than  something  which 
typifies  a  good  warm  domestic  fire.  When  the  chill  comes  with  the  autumn 
this  is  particularly  inviting  to  householders. 

The  efficacy  of  window  advertising  is  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
pedestrians  who  pass  the  office..  A  back  street  which  does  not  lead  anywhere 
will  not  give  the  same  results  as  the  main  thoroughfare.  The  latter  is 


thronged  all  day  long  by  thousands  of  people.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  the 
practical  dealer  who  utilizes  his  windows  on  such  thoroughfare  frequently 
has  the  best  medium  at  the  least  expense  of  any  coal  merchant  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  Some  window  display  spaces  of  this  character,  when  properly 
used,  are  more  effective  than  display  advertising  in  the  daily  newspaper — 
and  the  further  advantage  in  their  favor  is  that  they  are  much  cheaper.  The 
modern  coal  dealer  realizes  all  the  facts  that  have  been  elaborated  here.  A'! 
dealers  should  be  brought  to  a  realizing  sense  of  the  same  truths. 


The  Ides  of  September. 

While  it  is  not  the  proper  thing  for  a  prosaic  trade  journal  to  engage 
in  poetic  fantasies,  if  there  ever  was  any  e.xcuse  for  such  meanderings  of 
the  mind  it  would  be  at  this  time.  The  ides  of  September  are  at  hand. 
With  them  will  come  more  cheer  and  encouragement  for  the  average  coal 
man  than  has  been  found  in  the  whole  eight  months  that  have  preceded, 
klost  coal  men  would  indulge  in  idle  fancies  and  build  air  castles  at  this 
time  if  they  were  not  too  busy.  As  it  is,  under  all  the  circumstances  they 
are  willing  to  permit  these  things  to  be  done  by  those  who  earn  their  liveli¬ 
hood  in  that  manner,  while  they  take  care  of  the  increasing  volume  of  orders 
that  is  coming  to  them. 

This  year  the  ides  of  September  are  particularly  welcome  because  the 
spring  and  summer  seasons  were  the  worst  ever  encountered  in  the  coal 
trade.  Prices  for  coal  were  below  cost  in  very  many  instances,  and  every 
day  practically  since  the  first  of  April  has  had  its  entangling  worries  as  to 
where  to  obtain  sufficient  orders  to  absorb  the  tonnage  of  coal  on  track. 
From  this  tirrie  till  next  .April,  and  perhaps  longer,  if  weather  conditions  are 
favorable,  these  worries  will  be  much  reduced.  The  country  has  not  stocked 
as  much  coal  during  the  summer  as  it  did  in  the  two  preceding  years,  so 
that  its  requirements  with  the  advent  of  the  actual  consuming  season  will 
be  much  greater.  This  means  that  the  coal  man  will  have  more  to  absorb 
his  attention,  even  though  he  does  not  make  quite  as  large  profits  as  he  ex¬ 
pects.  And  if  the  railroads  should  fail  to  have  all  the  equipment  that  is 
necessary,  or  there  should  be  severe  storms  later  on  which  would  retard 
transportation,  there  might  be  some  profit  in  the  business.  Therefore  it 
may  be  in  order  to  welcome  the  ides  of  September  in  the  hope  that  they 
will  prove  the  harbinger  of  much  better  thuigs  for  the  coal  industry. 


Mitchell  and  the  Galleries. 

That  astute  labor  leader,  John  Mitchell,  sometimes  makes  statements 
which  are  open  to  question.  In  his  speech  before  the  miners  at  Tamaqua 
he  made  one  statement  which,  we  believe,  ought  to  be  refuted.  He  is  quoted 
as  follows : 

“In  1902  Mr.  Baer  said  that  he  was  not  opposed  to  union  labor;  that  he 
had  no  objection  to  the  men  organizing,  but  he  did  object  to  them,  taking 
an  unwarranted  interest  in  his  business.  He  said  he  could  run  his  business 
without  assistance.  We  let  him  run  it  for  five  and  one-half  months,  and 
then  he  wanted  us  to  help  him  manage  his  business.” 

We  do  not  remember  that  iMr.  Baer  said  any  of  these  things.  We 
doubt  if  he  made  the  statement  as  Mr.  Mitchell  has  quoted  it,  but  whether 
he  did  or  not,  the  latter  part  of  the  assertion  of  Mr,  Mitchell  is  open  to 
grave  question.  “We  let  him  run  it  for  five  and  a  half  months,  and  then 
he  wanted  us  to  help  Irm  manage  his  business.” 

During  the  five  and  a  half  months  referred  to,  the  union  miners  did 
not  permit  Mr.  Baer  to  run  his  business.  They  used  every  means  within 
their  power  to  prevent  him  from  running  it.  Even  murder  was  committed 
in  these  efforts  to  prevent  him  from  operating  his  mines.  It  therefore 
comes  with  extremely  poor  grace  for  Mr.  Mitchell  to  make  any  such 
assertion  at  this,  or  any  other  time. 

But  the  statement  to  which  we  take  objection  is  the  one  where  he 
declares  that  Mr.  Baer  wanted  the  union  miners  to  help  him  manage  his 
business.  It  is  the  firm  conviction  of  most  of  the  operators  of  the  anthracite 
region  that  if  President  Roosevelt  had  not  interfered  in  the  strike  they 
would  have  won  the  victory.  They  were  as  firm  in  their  stand  and  their 
opinions  after  the  struggle  had  continued  for  five  and  a  half  months  as 
when  it  commenced,  kfr.  Mitchell  should  confine  himself  to  the  facts. 
There  is  no  necessity  of  playing  to  the  galleries  at  this  early  stage  of  the 
proceedings. 

Here  is  a  sage  utterance  from  Kaukauna.  Wis. :  “The  change  is  being 
brought  about  on  account  of  the  local  dealers  (in  coal)  cutting  the  price. 
Wherever  this  occurs  some  of  the  dealers  are  forced  out  of  business,  if  not 
into  bankruptcy.”  'I'his,  coming  from  an  entirely  disinterested  source,  is 
worth  pondering.  But  where  in  tlic  world  is  Kaukauna? 
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Western  General 

Rol)crt  S.  Magee,  sales  manager  for  the  Econ¬ 
omy  Fuel  Co.,  Cincinnati,  was  in  Chicago  this 
week. 

C.  W.  Gilmore,  vice-president  of  the  Crescent 
Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Chicago,  is  enjoying  a  well 
earned  vacation  at  Atlantic  City. 

L.  M.  Breeden,  president  of  the  Eagle  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio,  spent  several  days  in 
Chicago  the  early  part  of  this  week. 

J.  W.  Becker,  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Becker 
Bros.,  Dubiuiue,  Iowa,  spent  the  early  part  of 
the  week  in  Chicago  looking  over  the  coal  situ¬ 
ation. 

Leo  (duck.  Spring  Valley,  Ill.,  chief  engineer 
for  the  Spring  Valley  Coal  Co.  and  Illinois  Third 
Vein  Coal  Co.,  was  in  Chicago  this  week  looking 
up  old  acciuaintanccs. 

Homer  1).  Jones,  secretary  and  general  manager 
of  the  Western  Fuel  Co.,  Chicago,  is  spending  a 
two  weeks’  vacation  in  Michigan  and  from  there 
will  take  an  extended  trip  through  the  cast. 

B.  F.  Haswell  has  resigned  the  management  of 
the  Home  Supply  Co.  at  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  and  is 
now  general  manager  for  the  Economy  k'uel  Co., 
a  new  corporation  recently  organized  in  Fort 
Wayne. 

The  Arnold  coal  mines  in  Kentucky,  opposite 
Evansville,  have  been  sold  to  Pennsylvania  cap¬ 
italists  and  the  mines  will  lie  enlarged  and  im¬ 
proved  immediately.  Several  new  shafts  will  be 
sunk  and  a  much  larger  tonnage  will  be  mined 
by  early  fall. 

J.  F.  Russell,  Indiana  sales  agent  for  the  Eagle 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.  of  Columbus,  was  in  Chicago 
this  week  looking  up  his  old  friends.  Mr.  Rus¬ 
sell  was  formerly  connected  with  the  'fennessee 
Anthracite  Coal  Co.  and  the  Henry  E.  Weaver 
Coal  Co.  in  this  city. 

A.  M.  Ogle,  president  of  the  Vandalia  Coal  Co., 
one  of  the  recent  Indiana  consolidations,  was  in 
Chicago  this  week  looking  after  the  opening  of 
an  office  in  tlfs  city.  Chicago  headcpiarters  of 
this  company,  will  he  in  the  Monadnock  block, 
with  Mr.  A.  O.  Tandy  in  charge. 

Plans  for  the  coke  ovens  being  built  at  Mil¬ 
waukee  by  the  Semet-Solvay  Co.  were  filed  with 
the  Intilding  inspector  at  Milwaukee  on  July  twen¬ 
ty-second.  The  new  ovens  will  double  the  ca¬ 
pacity  of  the  present  plant  and  will  cost  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $:!()0,0()0.  It  is  expected  that  they 
will  be  finished  about  January  first,  1006. 

The  H.  B.  Sackett  Screen  &  Chute  Co.,  4.320 
State  street,  Chicago,  has  just  issued  a  new  cata¬ 
logue  covering  all  the  different  branches  of  its 
business,  and  it  will  be  found  of  value  to  every 
coal  dealer  and  coal  mine  operator,  as  it  contains 
a  veritable  fund  of  information  regarding  the 
economical  equipment  of  coal  yards  and  mines 
with  all  the  modern  appliances  for  handling  coal. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  Keystone  Consolidated 
Publishing  Co.  of  Pittsburg  for  the  190.5  edition 
of  the  Coal  F'ield  Directory.  This  volume  con¬ 
tains  a  list  of  all  the  coal  mine  operators  of  the 
United  States,  both  anthracite  and  bituminous, 
with  the  location  of  their  mines,  also  the  method 
of  mining  employed.  This  book  should  be  found 
of  great  value  to  the  coal  trade,  and  it  will  un¬ 
doubtedly  enjoy  a  large  sale. 

■W.  J.  Murray,  of  Trinidad,  Colo.,  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  general  manager  of  the  Victor  Fuel  Co., 
to  take  the  place  of  D.  M.  Simpson,  who  becomes 
private  secretary  to  J.  C.  Osgood.  Mr.  Murray 
has  held  an  important  position  with  the  Colo¬ 
rado  Fuel  &  Iron  Co.,  being  its  division  superin¬ 
tendent  at  one  time.  It  is  said  that  his  appoint¬ 
ment  means  a  great  development  of  the  resources 
of  the  Victor  Fuel  Co.  It  is  also  an  indication 
that  the  control  of  this  corporation  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  J.  C.  Osgood,  as  Murray  for  many  years 
has  been  one  of  the  most  reliable  and  faithful 
agents  of  Osgood  and  assisted  him  in  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  the  Colorado  Fuel  &  Iron  Co.  wholly. 

The  coal  cargo  unloading  record  of  the  great 
lakes  has  been  broken  at  Milwaukee  by  the  steamer 
Jas.  P.  Walsh,  the  largest  vessel  that  ever  made 
its  way  up  the  Menominee  river.  The  Walsh 
arrived  at  seven  o’clock  p.  m.  August  twenty- 
sixth  with  a  cargo  of  9,304  tons  of  Intuminous 
coal  at  the  Milwaukee-Western  Fuel  Co.’s  docks. 
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and  a  crew  of  men  was  put  at  work  removing 
the  cargo  from  the  vessel  with  a  view  to  breaking 
the  record  in  handling  a  cargo  of  this  magnitude. 
'I'he  time  occupied  in  discharging  the  cargo  was 
thirty  hours,  during  which  time  over  20,000 
mOre  pounds  of  coal  were  placed  on  the  dock 
than  was  ever  before  accomplished  frtjin  a  single 
vessel  in  the  same  time.  lught  clams  were  used, 
attended  by  a  full  complement  of  men,  and  the 
machinery  of  the  dock  was  taxed  to  its  full  ca¬ 
pacity  to  accomplish  the  result. 

It  is  expected  that  the  railroad  companies  will 
increase  the  freight  rates  on  coal  from  the  Indiana 
fields  to  the  gas  belt  cities  as  the  result  of  testi¬ 
mony  recently  given  before  the  Indiana  Radroad 
C()mniis.sion.  It  was  shown  that  coal  has  been 
shipped  to  manufacturers  in  Elwood,  Ind.,  for 
fit)  cents  a  ton,  while  the  coal  dealers  rate  was 
H.5^  cents  a  ton.  The  law  prohibits  discrimination. 
E'ther  the  manufacturing  rates  will  have  to  be  in¬ 
creased  or  the  rates  to  tlie  dealers  lowered.  'I'he 
railroads  explained  the  differential  by  saying  that 
it  was  hoped  that  they  would  be  able  to  retain 
factories  in  the  gas  belt  after  natural  gas  has  been 
exhausted  and  with  this  end  in  view  a  cheap  rate 
was  made.  Some  of  the  manufacturers  receive 
such  extraordinary  large  shipments  of  coal  that 
they  are  reported  to  be  retailing  a  part  of  their 
receipts  at  the  expense  of  the  regular  retail  deal¬ 
ers. 


Rise  in  Anthracite  Stocks. 

1  he  Wall  Street  Journal,  of  New  York,  in  a 
recent  art  cle  called  attention  to  the  marked  rise 
which  had  occurred  in  the  value  of  the  stocks 
and  bonds  of  the  anthracite  coal  producing  com¬ 
panies.  This  article  is  of  value  as  showing  the 
general  prosperity  in  the  anthrache  trade.  It 
follows : 

“Philadelphia — 'I'he  advance  in  the  coal  stocks 
last  week  reflects  to  the  full  the  improvement 
in  those  properties  which  has  accrued  since  1896, 
when  Mr.  Morgan  and  other  anthracite  share 
owners  made  up  their  minds  to  put  the  industry 
on  a  rational  business  basis  and  reorganize  such 
properties  as  needed  *it. 

“'I'he  measures  adopted  were  drastic,  and  their 
success  was  by  no  means  certain.  Reading  sold 
below  the  cash  assessment,  and  the  Lehigh  Val¬ 
ley  recuperation  dragged  so  heavily  as  to  excite 
the  antagonism  of  the  smaller  stockholders  who 
worked  for  two  or  three  years  to  influence  the 
management  to  adopt  some  iiitw  and  better 
inethods  for  relief.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that 
if  Mr.  Cottier  had  organized  a  movement  on  the 
part  of  the  stockholders  to  purchase  the  stock 
instead  of  using  his  energy  at  arraying  columns 
of  ingenious  figures,  the  purchasers  would  have 
had  a  profit  of  88  per  cent.  It  was  fortunate 
that  the  management  of  the  company,  though 
the  criticisms  were  listened  to  with  attention, 
did  not  swerve  from  the  course  which  was 
marked  out. 

“'Fhe  same  slow  progress  occurred  in  Reading, 
and  the  old  company  got  into  such  bad  repute 


Seven  of  the  largest  coal  mining  properties  in 
Indiana  have  been  merged  in  the  United  Fourth 
Vein  (^oal  Co.,  which  was  recently  incorporated 
at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  with  an  authorized  capital 
of  $1,000,000.  The  properties  to  be  taken  over 
include  the  mine  of  the  Black  Creek  Semi-Block 
Coal  Co.,  two  mines  of  the  Island  Valley  Coal 
Co.,  the  Black  Hawk  Coal  Co.’s  ni  ne  and  one 
mine  of  the  North  Linton,  the  Antioch  and  the 
L.  T.  Dickason  Coal  companies.  These  mines 
are  all  located  in  Greene,  Sullivan  and  Clay  coun¬ 
ties  and  on  the  line  of  the  Southern  Indiana  rail¬ 
road.  With  the  acquisition  of  these  properties, 
the  United  Fourth  Vein  Coal  Co.  will  become  one 
of  the  seven  large  coal  corporations  in  the  state. 
'File  majority  of  the  mines  produce  the  No.  4 
vein  of  coal. 

The  principal  stockholders  of  the  company,  it 
is  believed,  are  L.  T.  Dickason  of  Chicago,  who 
was  formerly  vice-president  of  the  Monon  rail¬ 
road,  and  Job  Freeman,  of  Linton,  Ind.  The  of- 


that  it  was  years  after  the  company  was  in  a 
substantial  position  before  the  doubters  and 
scoffers  understood  abrjut  New  Reading  and 
were  willing  to  acknowledge  that  the  company 
had  a  future. 

“'I'he  advance  in  the  price  of  these  and  other 
anthracite  shares  accompanied  a  reorganization 
of  the  methods  of  conducting  the  anthracite 
trade.  Fhe  companies  got  together  in  1896  and 
instead  of  cutting  each  other’s  and  their  own 
throats  have  conducted  their  business  on  well 
understood  and  approved  principles.  After  six 
years  of  recovery  the  anthracite  industry  was 
fortunate  enough  to  receive  a  Itoost  from  the 
strike  commiss  on  which  added  three  years  of 
prosperity  to  the  six  years  of  slow  but  steady 
growth. 

“'Fhe  changes  in  the  quotations  of  anthracite 
in  this  period  is  shown  in  the  following  table, 
but  this  is  only  one  item  in  the  marvelous 
changes  which  have  occurred  since  orderly 
methods  were  adopted : 


Rcdg. 

L.V. 

D.L.W. 
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79 
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high 
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1 
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49 

19 
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58 
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20 
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15 

2144 

174  44 

10044 

1844 

115 

1 800 

high 

25 

30 
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125f4 

2844 

12644 
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97 
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87 
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64 

220 
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92 
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any  assessment. 

Peace  in  Michigan. 

Peace  once  more  has  been  restored  in  the  Mich¬ 
igan  and  Indiana  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Associa¬ 
tion.  For  the  past  two  months  the  affairs  of  this 
association  have  been  in  a  somewhat  turbulent  and 
disturbed  condition,  but  have  been  brought  to  a 
state  of  tranquility  by  the  merging  of  the  newly 
incorporated  assoc  ation  with  the  old  organiza¬ 
tion.  Terms  of  capitulation  have  been  agreed 
upon  by  the  opposing  factors,  and  at  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  incor¬ 
porated  Michigan  and  Indiana  association,  the 
constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  old  association 
were  adopted  and  the  officers  chosen  at  the  Jack- 
■son  convention  were  appointed  as  officers  of  the 
incorporated  as.sociation  and  the  board  of  trustees 
then  tendered  their  resignation,  thus  completing 
the  merger  of  the  two  organizations. 

As  a  precursor  to  this  action,  stipulations  for 
a  discontinuance  of  the  suits  brought  by  the  exec¬ 
utive  board  against  Mr.  Eaman.  the  former  sec¬ 
retary,  were  filed,  Mr.  Eaman  having  consented 
to  accept  the  sum  of  $500  in  settlement  of  his 
claim  for  expenses  and  unrequited  services.  'Fhis 
happv  termination  of  the  troubles  in  the  organi¬ 
zation  will  be  acceptable  news  to  the  friends  of 
the  organization  everywhere. 


Indiana, 

ficers  of  the  company  are  Job  Freeman,  president; 
A.  B.  Meyer  of  Indianapolis,  vice-president;  M. 
L.  Gould  of  Indianapolis,  manager«of  sales,  and 
E.  L.  Wolford  of  Linton,  secretarj'  and  treasurer. 
It  is  asserted  that  the  company  is  entirely  inde¬ 
pendent  of  any  railroad  influence.  'Fhe  capitaliza¬ 
tion  of  $1,000,000  is  said  to  represent  the  value 
of  the  properties  that  are  to  be  owned  bv  the 
company. 

The  mines  of  which  this  companv  has  assumed 
control  are  said  to  be  very  valuable,  the  coal  pro¬ 
duced  being  of  an  excellent  quality.  The  Black- 
Creek  Semi-Block  and  the  Island  Valley  Coal 
Co.,  two  of  those  included  in  the  merger,  have 
been  represented  in  Indianapolis  bv  A.  B  Meyer 
&  (To.  '■ 

The  Lhnted  Fourth  \'ein  Coal  Co,  will  estab¬ 
lish  general  offices  in  Linton,  but  the  principal 
sales  office  will  be  maintained  in  the  'Terminal 
Tract'on  building  at  Indianapolis. 


Another  Coal  Merger  in 
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Operators*  Jlgents  Meet. 

An  adjourned  session  of  the  convention  of  coal 
operators’  commissioners  and  secretaries,  held  in 
Chicago  in  May  last,  was  called  together  at  the 
Chittenden  Hotel,  Columbus,  on  Wednesday,  Au¬ 
gust  twenty-third.  Herman  Justi,  of  Chicago, 
presided. 

The  attendance  not  being  complete,  a  recess 
was  taken  until  10  o’clock  Thursday.  A  call  of 
the  roll  upon  reconvening,  found  districts  repre¬ 
sented  as  follows :  P.  Penna,  Indiana ;  Pat  Mc- 
Bryde,  Pittsburg  vein  of  Ohio ;  John  P.  Reese, 
Iowa :  Jesse  W.  Brown,  Missouri,  Arkansas. 
Kansas,  Indian  territory  and  Texas:  D.  Stewart 
Miller,  western  Kentucky;  T.  W.  Davis,  Michi¬ 
gan  ;  D.  C.  Kennedy,  Kanawha ;  F.  S.  Brooks, 
Ohio. 

The  chief  object  of  the  conference  was  to  dis¬ 
cuss  the  policy  of  forming  a  national  federation 
of  coal  operators’  organizations.  A  proposal  to 
issue  a  call  for  such  purpose  was  opposed  by  the 
Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  commissioners,  Pat  Mc- 
Bryde,  of  Cleveland,  leading  in  the  movement 
against  it.  The  grounds  of  opposition  were,  that 
as  the  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  and  other  eastern 
operators  were  not  regularly  organized,  they 
would  have  no  voice  in  such  a  body.  As  a  com¬ 
promise  measure  it  was  decided  to  call  a  national 
convention  of  all  bituminous  coal  operators  on  a 
tonnage  basis,  each  field  to  be  entitled  to  four 
delegates,  with  an  additional  delegate  for  each 
1.000,000  tons  of  coal  mined  over  4,000,000  tons. 
The  time  and  place  were  fixed  for  November 
twenty-second,  1905,  at  the  Auditorium  hotel,  Chi¬ 
cago. 

National  Federation  Meeting  In  November. 

The  object  is  to  reach  the  highest  possible  stage 
of  preparedness  on  the  part  of  the  coal  interests 


of  the  country  as  a  whole,  in  anticipation  of  any 
friction  that  may  be  brought  about  in  attempting 
to  arrive  at  an  agreement  with  the  miners  next 
year.  Western  delegates  are  the  strongest  advo¬ 
cates  of  the  movement.  Oh'o  and  Pennsylvania 
operators,  in  view  of  the  peaceable  relations  which 
have  existed  in  their  districts  for  the  past  few 
years,  are  expecting  no  serious  trouble  in  set¬ 
tling  the  question  of  scale  with  their  miners. 

National  Hoard  of  I.ast  Hcsort. 

The  only  other  business  of  iivportance  dis¬ 
cussed  was  the  creating  of  a  national  board,  which 
shall  act  as  a  court  of  last  resort  in  passing  upon 
differences  that  arise  out  of  amb’guous  phrasing 
of  contracts  or  upon  cases  which  do  not  come 
within  any  provision  of  contracts.  Mr.  McBryde 
was  the  author  of  a  motion  to  create  such  a 
body.  The  matter  was  referred  to  a  committee 
to  report  at  the  next  meeting. 

Incident  to  the  pract’cal  work  being  accom¬ 
plished  by  himself  and  associates,  Mr.  Pat  Mc¬ 
Bryde,  of  the  Pittsburg  vein  of  Ohio,  states  in  an 
interview  that  considerable  misapprehension  ex¬ 
ists  as  to  their  duties.  They  are  not  secretaries, 
as  they  are  often  called,  of  any  corporation  or  in¬ 
terests,  but  are  simply  agents  of  theT  respective 
districts,  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  opera¬ 
tors  in  relieving  the  latter  of  the  numerous  little 
details  that  necessarily  belong  to  the  smooth  work¬ 
ing  of  the  joint  contracts  between  operators  and 
miners.  He  further  says  that  Mr.  Justi,  of  Chi¬ 
cago,  is  not  the  father  of  the  idea,  as  has  been 
claimed.  The  honor  belongs  to  Phil  Penna,  of  the 
Ind’ana  Bituminous  Operators’  Association,  who 
inaugurated  the  plan  in  1899.  It  worked  with 
such  success  that  Illinois  adopted  it  a  year  or  so 
later.  Ohio  followed  and  since  then  the  other 
districts  have  fallen  into  line. 


Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

Reported  by  W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  ship  and 
steamship  brokers.  Produce  Exchange.  New  York : 
There  has  been  no  change  in  the  freight  situation 
during  the  last  week,  and  the  only  charter  that 
has  been  affected  for  export  coal  was  the  fixture 
of  steamer  Fortuna,  1,901  tons  register,  from 
Newport  News  to  St.  Lucia,  at  $1.90.  The  other 
charters  that  have  been  reported  were  simply 
boats  named  to  cover  on  contracts. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows:  $1.40  to  Havana  or  Matanzas ;  $2.00  to 
Cardenas  or  Sagua :  $1.()0@1.70  to  Cienfuegos: 
$1.65(5 1.7.'>  to  Daiquiri:  $1.45(gl.50  to  Port  of 
Spain,  'I'rinidad :  $1.70(51.80  to  St.  'I'liomas :  $1.90 
(a^2.00  to  St.  Lucia;  $1.75@1.S5  to  Barbados; 
$1.50(5]. 55  to  Kingston;  $1.80^2.00  to  Colon; 
$2.10@2.20  to  Demerara ;  $l.:i5(Sl.40  and  p.  c. 
to  Curacoa :  $l.55(gl.60  to  Vera  Cruz;  $1.55(q 
1.60  to  Tampico;  10s  6d  to  Buenos  Ayres;  11s  6d 
to  Rosario;  12s  6d  to  Santos;  11s  to  Rio;  $4.25 
(g4.50  and  discharged  to  Manila ;  $4.50(@4.75  to 
Japanese  ports;  10s  to  a  direct  port  in  the  Med¬ 
iterranean.  not  east  of  the  west  coast  of  Italy, 
Spain  excluded. 

V 

The  executive  board  of  United  Mine  Workers 
of  Illinois  has  appointed  a  committee  of  tlirec 
officials  of  the  union  to  make  a  shot  firing  test  of 
the  machine  mines  in  the  Chicago-Alton  sub¬ 
district  of  the  state.  A  dispute  over  the  quantity 
of  powder  used  in  the  shots  has  caused  a  strike 
of  ISOO  men.  The  date  of  the  test  and  location 
have  not  yet  been  determined  upon,  but  these 
points  will  be  dec  ded  when  the  operators  are 
heard  from. 


Largest  Sailing  Vessel  Afloat  Engaged  in  Coal  Trade. 


SEVEN  MASTED  SCHOONER  THOMAS  W.  LAWSON. 


THE  SCHOONER  Thomas  W.  Lawson, 
shown  in  the  accompanying  illustration,  is  one  of 
a  fleet  of  twelve  vessels  owned  by  the  Coastwise 
Transportation  Co.,  of  which  Capt.  John  G.  Crow¬ 
ley  is  general  manager.  This  fleet  is  popularly 
known  as  the  Crowley  fleet.  It  is  controlled  by 


the  Consohdation  Coal  Co.,  which  owns  a  major¬ 
ity  of  its  stock,  and  is  in  the  transportation  serv¬ 
ice  of  this  coal  company  from  Baltimore  and 
Philadelphia  to  eastern  receiving  ports.  The 
Thomas  W.  Lawson  is  the  only  seven  masted 
schooner  ever  built  and  is  also  the  largest  afloat 


engaged  in  regular  traffic.  It  has  a  coal  carrying 
capacity  of  8,250  tons.  The  photograph  from 
which  the  illustration  was  made  was  taken  under 
the  most  favorable  conditions,  showing  this  im¬ 
mense  vessel  and  its  seven  masts  to  good  ad¬ 
vantage. 
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Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  August  31. 

Cooler  weather,  and  possibly  the  inducement  of 
the  last  discount  prices  of  the  season,  accounts 
for  the  slightly  better  demand  in  the  anthracite 
trade  which  has  prevailed  during  the  week.  It 
is  thought  the  improvement  is  of  a  general  char¬ 
acter,  presaging  the  usual  increased  fall  activity, 
coming  probably  slightly  in  advance  of  former 
years.  Practically  the  only  business  that  has  not 
shown  any  marked  improvement  is  at  tidewater 
points,  which  continues  very  dull  and  little  of 
interest  has  developed  in  connection  with  it  so  far. 
The  all-rail  requirements  are  the  principal  factor 
in  the  matter  of  new  orders  at  this  time,  which 
are  of  sufficient  volume  to  absorb  a  fair  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  tonnage  designated  for  distribu¬ 
tion  in  this  territory.  The  activity  in  this  class 
of  trade  extends  to  all  markets,  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  demand  being  probably  more  pronounced, 
though  the  far  eastern  and  more  northerly  points 
are  sending  in  increased  orders,  while  movement 
to  the  lower  lake  distributing  ports  shows  an 
increased  tonnage  for  delivery  to  the  Canadian 
markets.  The  change  in  trade  conditions  came 
more  suddenly  than  was  anticipated.  Only  a 
week  or  two  ago  there  were  many  cancellations 
of  shipments  for  coal  that  had  been  ordered. 
This  is  now  being  called  for,  and  delivery  on 
these  orders  has  been  resumed.  There  is  still 
considerable  coal  to  go  forward  to  the  lake  ports, 
which  has  been  in  the  hands  of  shippers  since 
early  in  the  season,  being  delayed  by  the  more 
active  demand  from  other  sources  and  the  fact 
that  suitable  cars  for  the  business  are  not  always 
available  when  the  coal  is  plentiful. 

Anthracite  Outlook  Is  Much  Brighter. 

The  outlook  in  the  market  has  brightened  very 
considerably  and  current  requirements  demand 
an  increased  tonnage,  with  the  prospects  for  a 
still  larger  movement  encouraging.  The  trans¬ 
portation  lines  carrying  this  product  have  as  yet 
not  been  affected  by  the  heavier  movement  of  fall 
traffic,  but  now  that  grain  shipments  to  seaboard 
are  increasing,  it  is  not  likely  that  the  usual  strin¬ 
gency  in  transportation  and  cars  can  be  avoided, 
which  would  affect  the  handling  of  the  coal  ton¬ 
nage,  especially  where  prompt  shipments  may  be 
needed.  The  situation,  as  regards  the  production 
of  coal  at  the  collieries,  justifies  the  continued 
mining  of  the  current  month,  on  the  basis  which 
has  been  maintained  and  it  is  likely  that  produc¬ 


tion  will  be  curtailed  after  September  first.  The 
premature  speeches  of  John  Mitchell,  with  his 
unequivocal  declarations  to  become  effective  next 
spring,  arc  not  giving  any  concern  to  the  pro¬ 
ducing  interests,  though  they  have  resulted  in 
some  additional  business  for  stocking  purposes 
following  the  period  when  the  agreement  ex¬ 
pires.  This  applies  chiefly  to  the  finer  steam 
sizes,  however,  which  can  be  handled  with  less 
capital  and  are  not  so  liable  to  a  change  in  price 
as  the  more  expensive  domestic  grades.  Several 
large  contracts  for  these  steam  coals  have  been 
made  and  storage  places  are  being  provided  by 
consuming  interests  who  desire  to  be  protected. 
This  has  kept  demand  for  these  coals  fairly 
strong  and  they  are  not  in  as  large  supply  in 
company  hands  as  usual  for  this  season  of  the 
year.  Pea  coal  is  being  stocked  quite  freely, 
though  not  up  to  the  capacity  of  storage  provided 
for  it. 

Trade  eastward  is  quiet  and  outside  of  a  few 
orders  for  vessels  to  be  loaded  the  last  of  Au¬ 
gust,  with  possible  additional  lay  days  for  ves¬ 
sels  in  unloading,  there  is  little  new  business 
available.  Much  is  expected  of  this  territory, 
however,  when  the  active  demand  sets  in,  and 
which  is  not  likely  to  be  delayed  more  than  one 
or  two  weeks  longer. 

Atlantic  Bituminous  Trade  Improves. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  bituminous  trade  shows 
continued  improved  conditions,  and  with  Septem¬ 
ber  the  commencement  of  the  fall  demand  will 
occur.  Some  producers  already  claim  an  insuf¬ 
ficiency  of  cars  for  their  business  in  certain  lo¬ 
calities,  and  those  operators  who  felt  the  dullness 
most  during  the  summer  months,  report  some 
slight  improvement,  though  they  are  not  very 
optimistic.  The  demand  had  not  yet  reached  them 
in  full  force.  With  the  vacation  season  about  at 
an  end,  however,  and  new  demands  created  by 
the  cool  weather,  more  attention  must  be  given 
to  business  by  consuming  interests,  producing 
greater  activity  in  all  lines  of  trade  and  devel¬ 
oping  a  demand  for  an  increased  tonnage  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  it.  The  tone  of  the  market  is  decidedly 
firm  in  values  on  spot  and  transient  business, 
higher  prices  as  a  rule  being  asked.  Ordinary 
steam  coals  are  quoted  at  about  $2.00@2.40  f._o.  b. 
the  New  York  harbor  shipping  ports,  with  higher 
grades  advanced  according  to  quality.  Bunker¬ 
ing  prices  were  made  during  the  week  for  1906  at 
the  Virginia  cape  ports,  at  advanced _  figures  of 
twenty  cents  over  this  year,  not  considering  the 
rebates  allowed  on  this  business.  It  is  under¬ 


stood,  in  advancing  the  price,  that  more  money 
is  desired  for  this  business  and  that  quotations 
will  be  maintained. 

There  is  a  renewed  demand  from  contractors 
for  coal,  and  consumers  who  have  not  contracted 
for  a  supply,  are  now  falling  in  line  and  increas¬ 
ing  their  stocks  by  obligating  themselves  for  suf¬ 
ficient  tonnage  to  provide  for  their  needs  the 
coming  winter.  Trade  in  the  far  east  shows  an 
increasing  demand  and  coal  is  going  forward  to 
this  territory  quite  freely.  The  only  difficulty  in 
the  movement  has  been  the  shortage  of  vessels, 
as  the  market  is  very  strong,  with  an  upward 
tendency  in  rates  and  vessels  not  in  sufficient  sup¬ 
ply  to  cover  current  requirements. 

At  shoal-water  ports  and  other  points  out  of 
the  way  in  this  territory,  particularly  where  ice 
makes  early  in  sufficient  quantity  to  prevent  ship¬ 
ment.  it  is  believed  that  a  large  quantity  of  coal 
is  in  stock,  yet  there  are  quite  a  number  of 
this  class  of  orders  in  shippers’  hands.  As  usual, 
this  business  wdl  no  doubt  be  heard  of  until  ice 
makes. 

.Sound  Trade  lias  Increased  Sllehtly. 

Along  the  sound  trade  has  increased  slightly, 
but  is  not  of  as  stable  a  character  as  points 
farther  east  and  orders  are  more  sporadic.  New 
York  harbor  trade  is  calling  for  increased  ship¬ 
ments  of  coal ;  indeed,  more  than  is  reaching  the 
harbor,  which  is  practically  cleaned  up  of  all  de¬ 
scriptions  at  the  moment.  The  all-rail  market  is 
developing  considerable  business  and  prices  on  all 
grades  of  coal  in  this  trade  seem  to  be  on  the 
advance,  with  a  disinclination  in  some  quarters 
to  accept  new  business,  especially  for  delivery  at 
later  periods.  The  car  supply  shows  a  shortage 
at  some  of  the  mines,  while  others  report  a  full 
equipment,  differing  on  the  various  roads  from 
day  to  day  as  to  the  allotment. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  there  is  a  short¬ 
age  of  tonnage,  which  is  accounted  for  by  the 
low  rates  in  the  coal  trade  during  early  August 
and  with  the  lack  of  business  inducing  vessels  to 
take  cargoes  in  other  lines  of  trade.  They  have 
not  returned  in  any  number  to  the  coal  carrying 
trade  as  yet.  Rates  generally  are  firm,  maintain¬ 
ing  a  strong  tone,  and  showing  a  tendency  to  ad¬ 
vance.  Philadelphia  quotes  current  rates  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  Boston,  Salem  and  Portland,  65@70  cents ; 
to  the  sound  ports,  55@60  cents;  Portsmouth, 
75  cents;  Bangor,  80  cents;  Lynn.  90  cents;  New- 
buryport,  85  cents ;  Saco  and  Gardiner,  $1.00  and 
towage.  To  out  of  the  way  ports  vessels  seem 
to  be  available  only  on  special  rates. 


Market  ^ews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  August  31. — {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Probably  the  most  notable  feature  of 
the  week  is  the  increasing  shortage  of  cars  both 
in  the  anthracite  and  bituminous  fields,  though 
the  latter  is  suffering  most.  This  shortage  i.s 
especially  noticeable  on  the  Allegheny  Valley,  the 
Pittsburg  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  and  con¬ 
necting  short  lines. 

One  mine  agent  here,  in  speaking  of  this  delay 
to  business,  yesterday  said ; 

“I  scarcely  know  how  to  account  for  the  sud¬ 
den  slump  in  rolling  stock.  Our  mine  can  handle 
thirty  cars  a  day  on  a  normal  basis.  We  have 
orders  for  coal  which  are  delayed  by  the  failure 
to  get  cars  to  the  mine.  Here  are  samples  of 
our  reports:  Monday,  two  cars;  Tuesday,  nine 
cars;  Wednesday,  no  cars  available;  Thursday, 
no  cars;  Friday,  twelve  cars;  Saturday,  four  cars. 
You  can  readily  observe  that  we  are  working 
under  a  heavy  handicap,  and  the  worst  feature 
of  the  matter  is  that  there  is  no  present  prospect 
of  betterment.  Coming  at  this  time  when  dernand 
and  prices  are  looking  up,  it  is  most  exasperating.” 

Antliraclte  Demand  Is  Steady. 

Anthracite  conditions  are  but  little  changed. 
There  is  a  slight  tendency  toward  improvement, 
but  it  is  so  slight  as  to  be_  alrnost  imperceptible. 
Some  dealers  report  m_ore_  inquirv.  which  is  con¬ 
sidered  a  favorable  indication.  Perhaps  the  retail 
dealers  are  feeling  the  effects  more  than  any  one 
else.  On  September  first,  with  the  ten  cent  dis¬ 


count  removed,  the  price  will  attain  the  maximum, 
which  will  be  maintained  until  next  April.  Or¬ 
ders  received  this  month  will  be  filled  at  August 
prices  and  the  result  is  an  increase  of  business. 

Of  course  these  orders  will  not  be  filled  in  August 
and  the  result  is  a  loss  to  the  dealer  of  ten  cents 
a  ton.  At  the  same  time  he  is  quite  willing  to 
book  the  trade  offered  and  makes  the  ten  cents  a 
ton  concession  in  the  interests  of  advertising  his 
business. 

Tliose  Wlio  Captured  Trlzes. 

E.  L.  Hedstrom,  local  agent  of  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  &  Western  Co.,  distributers  of  Scran¬ 
ton  coal,  gave  his  third  annual  outing  to  local 
retail  dealers  on  Saturday  last.  This  outing  con¬ 
sists  of  a  river  party  with  a  sail  around  Grand 
Island,  a  stop  at  Eagle  Park,  games  of  various 
sorts  and  a  general  exchanee  of  opinion  regard¬ 
ing  means  and  methods.  The  outing  on  Satur¬ 
day  was  one  of  the  best  yet  held.  The  weather 
was  perfect,  the  attendance  large  and  every¬ 
body  was  presented  with  large  packages  of  pleas¬ 
ure,  to  say  nothing  about  the  eatables  and  the 
drinkables,  which  are  never  a  missing  quantity 
on  these  excursions.  E.  T.  Roberts  was  the  sole 
executive  committee  in  charge,  and  like  all  of 
Mr.  Roberts’  undertakings,  his  efforts  were 
crowned  with  success.  Dinner  and  supper  were  j 
served  aboard  the  steamer  Silver  King.  Several  f 
races  were  run  and  indoor  baseball  was  played 


until  the  participants  were  tired  and  lame  with 
the  unwonted  exercise. 

Among  those  who  captured  prizes,  thoughtfully 
provided  by  Mr.  Hedstrom,  was  William  H. 
Rhodes,  fat  men’s  race,  watch  fob :  F.  K.  Jelenske. 
old  men’s  race,  umbrella :  F.  T.  Dance.  100-yard 
dash,  stick  pin.  Hyers’  Marine  band  of  twelve 
pieces  furnished  music  for  the  occasion  and  the 
jolly  party  returned  to  Buffalo  late  in  the  even¬ 
ing.  well  pleased  with  the  day’s  reunion. 

John  Vandelaare,  a  prominent  dealer  of  Kal¬ 
amazoo.  Mich.,  was  a  caller  on  local  agents  this 
week,  but  visitors  are  extremely  scarce. 

Slack  Is  In  Active  Demand. 

There  is  no  abatement  of  the  demand  for  slack, 
in  fact,  the  demand  increases  out  of  all  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  supply.  So  scarce  is  the  product 
that  many  agents  say  they  are  obliged  to_  turn  in 
a  corresponding  order  for  larger  sizes,  in  order 
to  secure  recognition  of  an  order  for  slack.  One 
year  ago  slack  sold  for  twelve  cents  and  even 
lower.  Not  a  ton  has  been  sold  this  season  for 
less  than  forty  cents,  and  reports  have  reached 
Buffalo  that  a  sale  of  5  000  tons  was  made  in  the 
eastern  market  for  eighty  cents  a  ton.  .Acting  on 
an  indicated  scarcity  of  this  grade  of  coal  during 
the  coming  winter,  wise  manufacturers  who  u.se 
patent  stokers  in  their  boiler  rooms  are  laving  in 
a  supply  as  rap'dly  as  it  can  be  procured.  One 
[large  manufacturer  is  putting  in  storage  10,000 
tons  of  slack  for  any  emergency.  This  company 
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aims  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  trouble  ex¬ 
perienced  last  year  when  it  was  forced  to  crush 
forty  carloads  of  coarse  coal  in  order  to  keep  its 
machinery  going.  Last  week  it  was  predicted  in 
this  letter  that  within  two  years  slack  would  com¬ 
mand  as  good  a  price  as  the  other  grades.  A 
local  agent  goes  one  better  and  declares  his  be¬ 
lief  that  such  a  condition  will  be  reached  inside 
of  six  months. 

The  strike  of  car  handlers  at  the  Erie  and 
Lackawanna  trestles  has  resulted  in  no  very  se¬ 
rious  delay  to  business.  Special  police  of  the 
two  railroads  have  been  on  duty  and  the  men 
who  have  been  readily  found  to  take  the  strikers’ 
places  have  suffered  very  little  annoyance. 

Consolidation  of  the  mining  interests  of  the 
Allegheny  valley  has  made  no  recent  advance. 
Local  promoters  of  the  scheme  declare  the  matter 
is  at  an  absolute  standstill,  though  they  are  still 
hoping  for  a  final  accomplishment  of  their  plans. 
Agitation  of  the  subject  has  caused  more  or  less 
uneasiness  in  certain  local  circles,  for  consum¬ 
mation  of  the  plan  would  mean  the  throwing  out 
of  employment  of  several  agents  of  independent 
companies. 

Strike  Continues  at  Morris  Itun. 

Affairs  at  Morris  Run  in  the  Blossburg  district 
are  still  in  an  uncertain  condition.  A  large  build¬ 
ing  has  been  erected  as  a  commissary  from  which 
provisions  are  to  be  distributed  to  the  striking 
miners.  It  is  estimated  that  $1,000  a  week  will 
be  required  to  keep  the  families  of  the  still  idle 
men  from  want.  It  is  asserted  that  the  various 
unions  of  the  entire  anthracite  region  are  standing 
behind  the  Morris  Run  miners  and  that  sufficient 
assistance  is  being  furnished  to  enable  the  strikers 
to  remain  out  indefinitely. 

Reports  from  the  east  are  to  the  effect  that  the 
seaboard  trade  is  showing  marked  improvement. 
This,  of  course,  applies  principally  to  the  bitu¬ 
minous  market.  Some  advance  contracts  have 
been  made  by  the  Pennsylvania  operators  and  this 
coal  is  going  forward  quite  liberally.  Undoubt¬ 
edly  all  the  coal  possible  is  being  rushed  ahead, 
for  the  present  car  shortage  and  the  certainty  that 
it  will  be  greatly  aggravated  when  the  grain  move¬ 
ment  really  sets  in,  is  showing  forwarders  the 
necessity  of  prompt  action. 

Heavy  Coal  Movement  By  Lake. 

Another  advance  in  lake  shipments  is  shown 
by  customs  house  reports  for  the  past  seven  days, 
as  predicted  in  this  correspondence  last  week. 
Coal  is  begining  to  be  distributed  from  western 
docks,  giving  room  for  more  stock.  The  total 
was  93,'885  tons,  distributed  as  follows: 

Port.  Tons.  Port.  Tons. 

Chicago . 42,740  Milwaukee . 15,505 

Duluth  . 18,200  Marine  City  .  386 

Superior . 10,600  Toledo .  4,200 

Byng  Inlet  .  94  Gladstone  . 2,100 


The  England  Trade. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Sept.  1 — {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Nothing  new  has  transpired  in  the  hard 
raal  market  since  the  report  of  a  week  ago. 
Trade  generally  is  quiet,  while  the  consuming  in¬ 
terests  are  pursuing  a  waiting  policy,  taking  but 
little  coal  at  this  time,  though  with  the  turn  of 
the  month  and  labor  day  over,  will  see  a  rush  of 
people  to  winter,  quarters,  which,  it  is  believed, 
will  mark  the  change  to  increased  activity.  This 
trade  is  not  heavily  stocked  this  year,  coal  bins 
being  lighter  than  usual,  and  in  instances  no  sup¬ 
plies  have  been  laid  up  for  fall  and  winter  con¬ 
sumption,  which  should  develop  a  large  business 
in  this  locality.  Some  orders  are  coming  forward 
from  the  more  distant  all  rail  and  foreign  road 
points,  which,  with  a  fair  inquiry,  promises  a 
greater  increase  in  demand  from  this  class  of  trade. 
The  experience  of  dealers  so  located  is  that  when 
orders  are  not  placed  for  shipment  until  needed, 
they  invariably  have  to  wait  for  the  coal  to  arrive 
beyond  the  time  desired,  owing  to  delays  in  trans¬ 
portation  at  connecting  and  terminal  points,  and 
it  appears  that  the  business  this  year  is  inclined 
to  be  more  forehanded.  All  the  rail  orders  are 
receiving  prompt  attention,  and  are  increasing  in 
volume  quite  steadily.  There  has  been  some  ques¬ 
tion  as  to  the  policy  of  the  New  Haven  road,  in 
regard  to  the  division  of  the  tonnage  by  the  sev¬ 
eral  routes,  this  fall  and  winter.  While  the  rates 
have  been  continued  via  Harlem  River,  the  heavy 
traffic  at  that  point  may  force  a  large  percentage 
of  this  tonnage  to  go  to  tidewater  receiving  ports. 
The  improvements  now  going  on  at  these  ports 


will  increase  the  facilities  that  were  lacking  last 
year  in  the  handling  of  the  product. 

There  is  no  material  change  in  the  status  of 
the  soft  coal  trade  from  the  slightly  better  condi¬ 
tions  which  prevailed  last  week.  An  abundance 
of  business  is  developing,  which  is  up  to  the  facil¬ 
ities  that  are  at  hand  for  the  delivery  of  this 
coal.  The  desire  to  get  a  supply  of  coal  for¬ 
ward  as  early  as  possible  is  increasing  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  requirements  needed  before  October  1, 
when  the  price  on  the  Virginia  cape  coals  ad¬ 
vances  ten  cents  per  ton.  Vessel  freights  are  also 
influencing  shipments  at  this  time  by  reason  of  a 
dearth  of  vessels,  with  a  corresponding  advance 
in  ocean  freights,  and  shippers  at  the  other  ports 
are  availing  themselves  of  what  charters  can  be 
made  in  order  to  get  forward  as  much  coal  as 
possible  on  contract  before  rates  go  to  higher 
figures.  At  a  meeting  held  a  week  ago,  the  prices 
on  bunker  coal  were  advanced  to  $.3.15,  trimmed 
in  bunker  for  1906  at  Hampton  roads  ports.  This 
is  an  increase  of  twenty  cents  per  ton  over  present 
price.  At  the  sound  ports,  slightly  more  activity 
is  reported,  and  the  situation  indicates  that  more 
business  can  now  be  expected  from  this  territory, 
owing  to  the  buyers  becoming  more  appreciative 
of  the  prevailing  conditions.  Prices  rule  firm 
on  all  standard  grades,  while  values  on  the 
cheaper  coals  are  somewhat  advanced.  Norfolk 
and  Newport  News  quotes  $2.50  for  Pocahontas 
and  New  River,  while  Georges  Creek  is  $2.68  at 
Baltimore,  and  $2.75  at  Philadelphia.  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  coals  at  the  latter  port  are  $2.10@2.20,  and 
thirty  cents  higher  for  New  York.  Vessel  freights 
are  65@70c  from  the  lower  ports  to  around  the 
cape,  and  55@60c  to  the  sound  ports. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Sept.  1 — {Special  corre¬ 
spondence.) — Trade  local  to  this  center  is  lim¬ 
ited  in  the  supply  of  orders  for  anthracite  coal 
on  the  domestic  sizes,  and  does  not  show  the  de¬ 
velopment  apparent  in  other  quarters.  Slightly 
more  business  is  being  done  at  retail,  but  is  small 
compared  to  what  is  expected  of  it  when  the  ac¬ 
tual  fall  demand  sets  in.  It  may,  however,  be 
the  commencement  of  more  active  conditions, 
and  in  this  event  the  present  buying  is  likely  to 
continue  on  an  increased  basis.  The  tonnage 
moving  from  the  mines  is  seemingly  in  sufficient 
demand  in  the  regular  markets  to  take  the  coal 
as  it  reaches  the  consuming  localities.  On  con¬ 
tract  business  there  is  a  moderate  increase  noted, 
and  more  orders  are  available  for  shipment  upon 
it,  possibly  due  to  this  trade  desiring  to  secure 
a  larger  supply  in  advance  of  the  season,  avoid¬ 
ing  any  likely  delays  through  transportation  later 
on.  Where  certain  sizes,  being  in  less  demand 
than  others,  accumulate  in  shippers  hands,  they 
are  placed  in  storage  for  later  distribution,  though 
it  is  not  believed  that  this  tonnage  is  excessive. 
A  feature  of  this  varying  in  the  demand  for  the 
different  grades  and  sizes  is  on  account  of  the 
favoritism  shown  by  a  class  of  buyers  for  cer¬ 
tain  coals,  which  affects  their  activity  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  season  in  which  they  are  in  greatest 
demand.  Shipments  at  tidewater  ports  are  in¬ 
clined  to  be  slack,  the  regular  trade  not  yet  show¬ 
ing  any  tendency  towards  improvement,  and  with 
an  occasional  order  from  this  source,  the  princi¬ 
pal  business  at  the  moment  is  upon  the  shoal 
water  and  ice  port  trade,  which  calls  for  addi¬ 
tional  cargoes  to  replenish  stocks  as  the  season 
of  ice  approaches.  At  retail,  prices  advance  ten 
cents  per  ton  on  September  first,  making  the  full 
winter  schedule  effective  from  this  date.  The 
figures  are  $6.75  per  ton  for  the  domestic  sizes, 
which  is  an  advance  over  the  April  circular  of 
fifty  cents. 

Bituminous  trade  shows  a  continuation  of  the 
improvement  noted  a  week  ago,  and  is  increasing 
in  activity  in  some  localities.  This  firmer  condi¬ 
tion  has  possibly  been  accentuated  by  the  short¬ 
age  in  the  available  car  supply  for  shipment  to 
certain  territory,  and  the  situation  is  not  yet  rem¬ 
edied,  with  the  likelihood  of  further  delays  being 
produced  on  this  account.  Mining  at  all  points  is 
more  active,  the  operations  working  on  about 
full  time,  and  where  mines  have  been  closed  for 
repairs  are  now  resuming  operations.  The  in¬ 
crease  in  business  is  chiefly  from  line  points,  and 
on  season  contracts,  which  arc  quite  active.  That 
this  will  continue  is  very  likely,  as  the  period  of 
greater  activity  is  now  at  hand,  when  larger 
stocks  are  required  to  tide  over  any  interruptions 


on  deliveries  later  on.  Prices,  too,  are  firmer, 
showing  an  upward  tendency  with  producers  not 
inclined  to  increase  their  obligations  for  ship¬ 
ment  on  any  large  aditional  amount  of  tonnage. 
On  the  ordinary  grades  of  Pennsylvania  steam 
coals,  prices  range  from  $1.10@1.15,  with  bet¬ 
ter  varieties  at  5@10  cents  higher.  The  de¬ 
mand  for  coal  at  the  tidewater  shipping  ports 
also  shows  an  improvement,  in  that  there  is  no 
surplus  stock  on  the  market  at  this  time,  and 
what  tonnage  is  reaching  these  points  is  being 
readily  absorbed,  giving  this  trade  a  stronger  tone 
than  has  maintained  all  summer.  There  is  a 
shortage  of  craft  in  the  vessel  market  caused 
by  their  going  into  other  lines  of  the  trade 
to  secure  higher  rates.  Quotations  are  firm 
and  show  a  tendency  to  advance  over  the  fol¬ 
lowing  rates  current :  Boston,  Salem  and  Port¬ 
land,  65@70c;  sound  ports,  55@60c;  Lynn,  90c; 
Portsmouth,  75c;  Newburyport,  85c;  Bangor, 
80c ;  Saco  and  Gardiner,  $1.00  and  towage. 


Pennsylvania  Shipments. 

Shipments  of  coal  and  coke  originating  on  the 
Pennsylvania  lines  east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie  for 
the  week  ending  August  nineteenth,  aggregated 
870,608  tons.  Attention  is  called  to  an  increase  in 
the  bituminous  shipments  over  those  of  the  pre¬ 
vious  week  of  almost  ten  per  cent.  Traffic  officials 
anticipate  that  an  increase  in  the  shipments  will 
begin  to  appear  next  month  and  that  previous 
figures  for  this  year  will  be  exceeded  by  some  of 
the  fall  weeks.  That  week’s  total  was  divided  as 
follows: 

1905  1905  1904 

Week  ending  year  to  Year  to 


Aug.  19.  Aug.  19.  Aug.  20. 

Anthracite  coal  . .  .  83,742  2,921,581  2,825,609 

Bituminous  coal  ...584,200  17,908,925  16,845,810 

Coke  . 202,666  6,892,827  5,277,150 


Totals . 870,608  27,723,333  24,948,629 


Eastern  J\[otes. 

M.  J.  Flynn,  of  Claysville,  Pa.,  recently  sold 
to  a  party  of  capitalists  from  Waynesburg,  Pa., 
a  large  tract  of  coal  land  in  East  Finley  town¬ 
ship.  The  price  is  not  made  known,  but  it  is 
believed  to  have  afforded  a  nice  profit  to  the 
owner. 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 
Reading,  Pa.,  recently  found  thick  veins  of  Ly- 
kens  Valley  coal  at  its  western  Schuylkill  col¬ 
liery.  This  property,  it  is  said,  will  yield  mill¬ 
ions  of  tons  of  the  highest  priced  anthracite  in 
the  world. 

The  Delaware  &  Hudson  railroad,  it  is  stated, 
is  behind  the  Pottsville,  Pa.,  syndicate  which  re¬ 
cently  purchased  coal  lands  near  that  city.  It 
is  believed  the  railroad  is  desirous  of  extending 
its  system  south  and  of  purchasing  additional 
coal  properties,  in  order  that  its  shipments  may 
be  increased. 

A  new  safety  device  has  been  invented  by  D.  S. 
Price,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  which  is  intended  to  be 
placed  on  the  old-style  mine  cage  to  stop  the 
downward  flight  of  the  cage  in  case  the  rope 
breaks.  The  arrangement  is  simple,  and  it  is 
believed  is  just  what  the  coal  companies  have  been 
looking  for.  Mr.  Price  is  master  mechanic  of 
the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Co.  at 
Wilkesbarre. 

Philip  Ginder,  of  Rockport,  Pa.,  a  prominent 
coal  operator,  recently  celebrated  his  eighty-sixth 
birthday.  He  is  the  grandson  of  Philip  Guenther, 
the  discoverer  of  anthracite  coal  in  Pennsylvania. 

large  coal  wharf  is  being  built  at  Thorndale, 
Pa.  The  work  is  being  rushed  rapidly  and  will 
he  completed  within  a  short  time.  'I'his  wharf 
will  be  the  largest  along  the  lines  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  railroad,  for  which  road  it  is  being 
erected. 

George  H.  Proctor,  formerly  of  Uniontown, 
Pa.,  but  lately  of  New  York  city,  has  been  ar¬ 
rested  and  taken  back  to  ITiiontown,  facing  three 
charges  of  obtaining  money  under  false  pretenses. 
He  is  alleged  to  have  formed  a  coal  company  and 
to  have  represented  that  the  company  owned  12, 
000  acres  of  valuable  coal  land,  and  upon  this 
representation  secured  quite  a  number  of  stock¬ 
holders  who  invested  from  $500  to  $2,000  in  the 
company,  which  afterward  proved  worthless. 
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The  stockholders  of  the  Shoenbergcr  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  of  Pittsljurg,  approved  on  Satin  day  last 
plans  for  a  merger  witli  the  Penn  Manor,  the 
Pittsburg  &  Westmoreland,  the  Hazel  Kirk  and 
the  Connellsville  Coal  &  Coke  Companies.  '1  he 
combine  will  be  capitalized  at  $.5,000,000  and  will 
have  a  total  output  of  2,000,000  tons  annually. 

Joseph  15.  Dickson,  of  Dickson  &  Eddy,  New 
York,  is  spending  the  summer  at  St.  Reg  s,  the 
Adirondack  mountains,  accompanied  by  his  fam¬ 
ily,  where  he  has  taken  a  camp  and  will  renKiin 
until  the  middle  of  September.  While  Mr.  Dick¬ 
son  has  a  Slimmer  cottage  at  Watch  Hill,  R.  I.,  he 
prefers  the  mountain  climate  as  being  more  in¬ 
vigorating. 

Henry  15.  Curran,  of  Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt, 
Philadelphia,  who  has  been  touring  Europe  for 
the  past  four  months,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Cur¬ 
ran,  sailed  on  the  steamship  Kaiser  Wilhelm  H 
from  Bremen  on  August  twenty-ninth  and  is  due 
to  arrive  at  New  York  on  September  fifth.  Mr. 
Curran  writes  his  friends  here  that  he  has  had 
a  most  pleasant  trip  and  has  enjoyed  every  day 
of  his  vacation. 

rite  Righter  Coal  Co.  has  filed  a  petition  in  the 
Northumberland,  Pa.,  court  of  common  pleas  for 
the  dissolution  of  that  corporation.  A  hearing 
will  be  given  on  September  eighteenth  and  no 
objection,  it  is  understood,  will  be  made.  The 
company  was  organized  to  operate  the  Mt.  Car¬ 
mel  colliery,  but  the  property  having  since  been 
sold  to  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  it  will  have 
no  further  purpose. 

Frank  Mitchell,  of  Cincinnati.  Ohio,  has  ac¬ 
cepted  a  position  as  salesman  wii'i  the  Morris- 
dale  Coal  Co.  at  New  York,  effective  from  Sep¬ 
tember  first.  He  has  spent  the  past  week  at  the 
company’s  mines  in  Clearfield  county.  Pa.,  to  ob¬ 
tain  a  knowledge  of  the  coal  and  the  methods 
employed  in  its  production  and  preparation  for 
market.  Mr.  Mitchell  is  a  young  man  and  new 
to  the  coal  trade,  but  comes  to  it  highly  recom¬ 
mended  by  his  friends  who  wish  liim  every  suc¬ 
cess  in  his  present  position. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Baltimore  &  Oh  o  rail¬ 
road  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  thirtieth 
shows  that  the  coal  shipments  reached  nearly 
20,000,000  tons,  the  largest  in  its  history,  which 
demonstrates  the  large  increase  in  the  production 
of  the  coal  fields  contiguous  to  this  road.  The 
total  tonnage  amounted  to  25,992,032  tons,  com¬ 
pared  with  22,712,442  tons  the  preced  ng  year, 
the  increase  being  3,279,590  tons,  equivalent  to 
about  ten  and  one-half  per  cent.  The  increased 
coal  output  came  largely  from  the  fields  in  West 
Virginia  and  the  western  part  of  Penn.sylvania, 
including  also  the  Fairmont  and  Somerset  re¬ 
gions. 

James  Kerr,  president  of  the  Beech  Creek  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  New  York,  who  went  abroad  on 
July  twenty-second,  following  the  day  on  wiiich 
he  closed  the  financial  underwriting  of  tlie  O'Gara 
Coal  Co.,  returned  on  'I'uesday  of  this  week  via 
the  steamship  Fuerst  Bismarck,  accompanied  by 
Mrs.  Kerr  and  Mrs.  Patton,  widow  of  the  late 
Senator  A.  E.  Patton,  of  Clearfield,  Pa.,  who  had 
preceded  Mr.  Kerr  to  Europe.  He  is  looking  re¬ 
markably  well  after  his  brief  outing  and  says  he 
enjoyed  the  change  of  climate  very  mu:h.  though 
is  glad  to  be  back  and  never  feels  better  than 
when  at  his  executive  offices  at  No.  17  Battery 
Place,  New  York. 

W.  T.  Coe,  chief  clerk  to  the  general  manager 
of  sales  of  the  Consolidation,  Fairmont  and  Som¬ 
erset  Coal  companies.  New  York,  returned  on 
'Phursday  of  last  week  after  having  made  a  cruise 
of  the  Atlantic  ports  to  Nova  Scotia  and  New 
Brunswick,  Canada,  in  which  two  weeks  were 
most  enjoyably  spent.  Leaving  Norfolk,  Va.,  the 
trip  was  made  to  Boston  and  from  there  to  Nova 
Scotia  and  St.  John,  New  Brunswick.  Several 
days  were  given  over  to  fishing  trips  at  both 
these  places  and  they  were  well  rewarded,  as  the 
streams  were  well  supplied  with  the  piscatorial 
tribe.  IMr.  Coe  returned  home  in  splendid  physi¬ 
cal  condition,  with  a  beautiful  coat  of  tan. 

Arbuckle  Bros.,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  who  re¬ 
cently  entered  the  coal  business  in  that  tity 


through  the  purchase  of  tiie  business  of  Frost 
Bros,  at  the  corner  of  (lay  and  Water  strect.s, 
have  decided,  s.nce  o])erating  the  plain,  that  its 
facilities  are  inadequate  for  the  transaction  of 
the  business  they  propose  to  do,  and  will  con¬ 
struct  new  pockets  on  a  larger  scale  to  permit  of 
handling  the  coal  in  cargo  quantities.  '1  hey 
are  large  consumers,  calling  for  tenders  at  pres¬ 
ent  for  25,000  tons  of  bituminous  coal,  while  their 
consumption  of  steam  sizes  of  anthracite  during 
the  year  is  about  twice  this  amount.  They  will 
also  extend  their  trade  at  retail  and  wholesale 
in  the  local  market. 

'Phe  American  steamship  Peconic,  which  cleared 
from  Philadelphia  on  August  nineteenth  with  sev¬ 
eral  thousand  tons  of  coal  for  New  Orleans,  sunk 
in  a  fierce  gale  off  the  coast  of  Florida  on  August 
twenty-eighth  and  twenty  of  her  crew  of  twenty- 
two  perished  in  the  waters  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
The  two  survivors,  an  Italian  and  a  Spaniard, 
reached  shore  at  Amelia  Beach  in  a  life  boat  after 
a  hard  struggle.  So  sudden  was  the  catastrophe 
that  little  opportunity  was  given  to  escape.  'Phe 
ship  was  struck  by  an  enormous  wave  with  such 
force  as  to  completely  overturn  her,  shifting  the 
cargo  to  one  side  and  almost  immediately  there¬ 
after  the  sea  swallowed  the  ship  and  all  those  on 
board  with  the  exception  of  the  two  men  who, 
almost  by  a  miracle,  obtained  the  Peconic's  life 
boat,  getting  ashore. 

William  Wilde  Weaver,  of  Philadelphia,  for 
many  years  identified  as  chief  coal  accountant 
with  the  Lehigh  Valley  railroad,  died  suddenly 
on  Thursday  night,  August  twenty-fourth,  in  his 
room  at  the  American  Pfotel,  Mauch  Chunk,  Pa., 
of  heart  trouble,  at  the  age  of  sixfy-.seven  years. 
He  went  to  Mauch  Chunk  several  weeks  ago  to 
regain  his  health.  Mr.  Weaver  was  born  in 
Allentown,  and  served  three  years  in  the  Civil 
war,  after  which  he  entered  the  employ  of  Asa 
Packer,  a  pioneer  anthracite  operator,  for  whom 
he  was  long  confidential  secretary.  During  Judge 
Packer’s  campaign  for  governor  in  1869  Mr. 
Weaver  was  his  personal  representative.  He 
leaves  a  considerable  estate.  The  funeral  took 
place  on  Saturday,  at  which  masonic  honors 
were  paid  the  deceased  by  the  Mauch  Chunk 
lodge,  of  which  he  was  past  master. 

George  F.  Baer,  president  of  the  Philadelphia 
&  Reading  railway,  who  returnei'l  to  Philadel¬ 
phia  the  first  of  the  week  after  an  eight  thousand 
mile  tour  to  the  west,  said  in  an  interview  that 
he  did  not  expect  a  strike  of  the  anthracite  coal 
miners.  “While  I  have  not  lieen  in  close  touch 
with  events  the  last  few  weeks,”  he  said,  “from 
what  I  have  heard  of  the  visit  of  Pres  dent  Roose¬ 
velt  and  Cardinal  Gibbons  at  Wilkesbarre,  I 
believe  the  miners  are  better  satisfied  with  pres¬ 
ent  conditions,  and  will  make  a  peaceful  adjust¬ 
ment  of  the  wage  scale  for  another  term  of  years. 
'I'he  coal  interests  will  certainly  do  the.’r  part  to 
avert  a  strike.”  IMr.  Baer  also  remarked  while 
at  Denver  that  “Cain  was  the  first  striker,  and  he 
killed  Abel  because  Abel  was  the  more  pros¬ 
perous  fellow.”  He  also  declared  that  the  "open 
shop”  system  was  the  only  guarantee  of  indus¬ 
trial  peace  and  prosperity,  and  denied  that  he 
had  ever  said  that  he  was  the  man  into  wiiose 
hands  God  in  His  infinite  wisdom  had  placed  the 
anthracite  coal  fields. 

Lucien  Hill,  New  York  manager  of  the  United 
Coal  Co.,  left  for  Pittsburg  on  'riiursday  of  last 
week  on  a  business  trip  and  will  likely  stop  over 
at  the  Somerset  county  mines  of  the  company  on 
his  return.  The  company  has  for  some  time 
past  been  developing  its  Quemahoning  property, 
located  at  Jerome,  which  is  now  shipping  coal. 
A  shaft  has  been  sunk  250  feet  to  reach  this 
celebrated  vein,  and  steel  tipples  have  been 
erected  for  the  handling  and  cleaning  of  the 
product,  while  the  mine  is  electrically  equipped, 
affording  modern  facilities.  The  production  at 
present  is  only  on  a  moderate  scale,  but  this  will 
be  increased  shortly  to  400  tons  daily  and  should 
produce  1,000  tons  by  the  first  of  the  year.  The 
full  capacity  of  the  mine  will  be  3,000  tons  daily. 
'I'his  coal  has  met  with  such  marked  success  in 
the  trade  since  its  introduction,  that  the  company 
has  assurance  of  a  demand  in  excess  of  what  can 


be  produced  from  this  mine  and  has  decided  to 
sink  another  shaft  to  open  additional  property, 
work  on  which  will  be  commenced  shortly. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  coal  operators  in  the  New 
River  and  Pocahontas  fields,  at  Washington,  on 
F'riday  of  last  week,  for  the  purpose  of  discuss¬ 
ing  bunker  prices  for  next  year,  and  for  iinp- 
ments  east  and  west  on  lump  and  egg  coal,  the 
following  prices  were  named :  Bunker  <:oal,  at 
Hampton  Roads  ports,  for  1900,  $.3.05  under 
chutes  plus  cost  of  trimming,  an  advance  of 
twenty  cents  over  this  year’s  figures.  Virginia 
points  on  steam  coal,  effective  August  eighteenth, 
the  date  of  meeting,  $1.15  f.  o.  b.  cars  at  the 
mines,  an  advance  of  five  cents  per  ton ;  Carolina 
po  nts  effective  August  eighteenth,  $1.15  f.  o.  b. 
cars  at  the  mines,  an  advance  of  ten  cents  per  ton. 
By  prior  arrangement  the  prices  on  shipments  of 
lump  and  egg  to  points  east  and  west  will  go  to 
$1.85  at  the  mines,  an  advance  of  thirty-five  cents 
per  ton,  effective  September  first;  run-of-mine  will 
advance  from  this  date  ten  cents  per  ton  to  $1.10 
at  the  mines.  Tidewater  shipments  at  the  Hamp¬ 
ton  Roads  ports  will  advance  ten  cents  per  ton, 
making  the  winter  price  $2.60  f..  o.  b.  those  ship¬ 
ping  ports,  effective  October  first.  The  move¬ 
ment  of  coal  from  these  regions  has  been  quite 
heavy  of  late,  but  at  the  moment  is  restricted  to 
the  available  car  supply,  which  is  short,  ranging 
down  to  fifty  per  cent  of  the  requirements.  This 
is  having  the  effect  of  stimulating  the  demand 
and  more  orders  are  coming  from  western  points 
than  can  be  shipped  promptly,  while  this  busi¬ 
ness  now  in  some  instances  is  tak.ng  the  Septem¬ 
ber  advance.  A  large  demand  is  looked  for  by 
the  producing  interests  the  coming  fall  and  win¬ 
ter,  which  it  is  feared  may  be  restricted  by  the 
conditions  of  transportation  and  car  supply,  as 
was  the  case  a  year  ago.  Tidewater  shipments 
are  fairly  well  in  hand,  though  retarded  somewhat 
by  a  reduction  in  the  supply  of  car<,  which  may 
only  be  temporary,  however,  in  which  event  there 
will  be  an  increase  in  the  tonnage  of  coal  arriving 
to  load  vessels  waiting,  which  seem  to  be  in  fair 
s  ipply. 

The  principal  features  of  the  annual  report  of 
the  Lehigh  Valley  railroad  approved  by  the  board 
of  directors  at  a  meeting  held  on  Thursday  of 
last  week,  were  increased  gross  earnings  and  a 
decrease  in  operating  expenses.  The  gross  earn¬ 
ings  of  the  road  amounted  to  $31,275,842,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  $1,394,104  over  the  previous  year,  and 
the  net  earnings  were  $12,346,141,  an  increase  of 
$1,334,704.  Practically  the  entire  increase  in  gross 
earnings  was  saved  for  net  earnings,  the  increase 
in  operating  expenses  for  the  year  being  only 
$59,400.  The  net  increase  of  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Coal  Co.  amounted  to  $635,548.  The  coal  and 
coke  tonnage  transported,  not  including  supply 
coal,  amounted  to  12,518,369  tons,  an  increase  of 
824,218  tons,  or  7.5  per  cent  over  the  previous 
year.  From  the  transportation  of  coal  and  coke 
there  was  derived  the  sum  of  $13,530,337.42,  an 
increase  of  $695,261.18,  or  5.42  per  cent.  The  coal 
tonnage  was  52.66  per  cent  of  the  total  tonnage 
hauled  during  the  year,  as  against  53.38  per  cent 
for  the  previous  year,  being  a  decrease  of  .72 
per  cent.  The  percentage  of  coal  earnings  to 
gross  earnings  was  43.26  per  cent,  an  increa.se  of 
.31  per  cent.  The  average  haul  decreased  from 
150.98  miles  to  150.25  m.les,  a  decrease  of  .73 
mile,  or  .48  per  cent.  The  total  production  of  an¬ 
thracite  from  the  lands  owned  and  controlled 
by  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.  and  the  minor 
companies  in  which  it  and  the  railroad  are  in¬ 
terested,  through  ownership  of  stock,  was  7.975,- 
210  tons  for  the  fiscal  year,  as  against  7,511,957 
tons  for  the  previous  year,  an  increase  of  463.252 
tons,  or  6.17  per  cent.  Tlie  sources  from  which 
this  tonnage  was  derived,  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year,  are  as  follows  :  Lehigh,  Valley  Coal 
Co.,  for  1905,  .5,605,987  tons,  for  1901,  4,275,1.30 
tons;  tenants  of  coal  company  for  1905,  1,709.881 
tons,  for  1904,  1,667,956  tons;  minor  companies 
for  1905,  659,341  tons,  for  1904,  1,568,870  tons. 
The  report  shows  that  many  of  its  subsidiary- 
coal  organizations  have  been  merged  into  t'ne 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.  Enumerating  many  im¬ 
provements  made.  President  Thomas  forecasts 
the  outlook  for  the  ne.xt  year  as  better  than  rny  in 
the  company’s  existence. 
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Ownership  of  Coal  in  Transit. 

The  handling  of  matters  pertaining  to  the  loss 
of  coal  in  transit  often  brings  up  the  question 
of  ownership  at  the  time  when  the  loss  occurred ; 
and  it  is  very  evident  that  many  consignees  are 
put  to  unnecessary  trouble  and  oftentimes  in¬ 
duced  to  assume  losses  which  are  not  theirs  and 
to  advance  money  which  they  could  use  to  better 
advantage  in  other  ways. 

The  question  in  point  is :  When  does  the 
ownership  of  a  car  of  coal  become  vested  in  the 
final  purchaser? 

All  shippers,  mine  owners  and  wholesale  deal¬ 
ers  of  every  degree  contend  that  mine  weights 
must  in  all  cases  govern  settlements,  but,  is  this 
right?  To  illustrate,  a  wholesale  dealer  at  a  dis¬ 
tributing  point  purchases  a  number  of  cars  of  coal 
which  are  forwarded  to  him  in  his  own  name 
and  upon  arrival  he  consigns  the  coal  to  a  num¬ 
ber  of  his  customers  at  various  places  and  in 
each  instance  the  consignee  is  advised  and  in¬ 
structed  that  he  must  assume  all  of  the  contingent 
risks  from  the  original  point  of  shipment  to  final 
destination,  or  in  other  words,  buy  coal  which  is 
on  track  at  some  distributing  point  regardless  of 
condition,  and  assume  losses  which  have  already 
accrued  and  for  which  the  carrier  is  liable  under 
the  original  bill  of  lading,  to  the  first  consignee, 
but  not  to  the  last  one.  Shippers  contend  that 
the  transportation  company  is  the  agent  of  the 
consignee,  and  in  this  they  are  right,  but  some¬ 
times  they  forget  that  it  is  an  especial  consignee 
— the  one  named  in  the  original  bill  of  lading — 
and  not  to  the  purchaser  whose  title  to  the  coal 
does  not  appear  until  the  reconsignment  is  made. 

How  Reconsignment  Affects  Ownerslilp. 

We  often  find  instances  where  shipments  of  coal 
are  made  to  destination  points  to  the  order  of 
the  seller  and  there  turned  over  to  the  local 
dealer,  who  discovers  that  the  car  has  been  pil¬ 
fered  during  the  period  of  transportation.  When 
he  asks  the  shipper  to  make  good  the  loss,  he  is 
advised  that  the  coal  was  sold  at  the  point  of 
shipment  and  that  he  must  look  to  the  carrier 
for  redress.  This  is  not  so.  A  man  can  not  be 
held  responsible  for  losses  which  occur  prior  to 
his  ownership  of  the  goods.  If  shippers  wish  to 
escape  responsibility  from  point  of  origin  to  final 
destination,  shipment  must  be  made  to  the  final 
consignee  direct  on  through  bills  of  lading. 

Some  consignees  hold  that  if  they  buy  coal 
at  a  price  f.  o.  b.  their  station  that  the  seller  is 
bound  to  deliver  the  goods  intact,  and  assume  all 
contingent  risks,  up  to  the  final  delivery  by  the 
carrier,  but  this  is  not  the  case.  When  a  ship¬ 
per  actually  parts  with  his  goods  his  responsibility 
ceases,  and  that  of  the  purchaser  begins.  The 
term  f.  o.  b.  relates  entirely  to  the  price  per  ton, 
and  not  to  the  amount  of  coal  to  be  delivered. 
If  the  seller  can  show  by  a  bill  of  lading  that 
a  shipment  was  intact  and  of  full  we  ght  when 
he  transferred  the  title,  then  the  carrier  is  re¬ 
sponsible  to  the  consignee  named  in  the  bill  of 
lading,  but  up  to  the  passing  of  title  no  respon¬ 
sibility  attaches  to  the  buyer. 

How  Responsibility  Is  Avoided. 

Many  shippers  attempt  to  avoid  responsibility 
by  sending  to  the  final  consignee  a  bill  of  lading 
covering  only  the  initial  movement  of  a  shipment, 

i.  e..  from  the  mines  to  some  junction  point.  Of 
what  use  is  such  a  bill  ?  It  has  been  completed, 
and  its  conditions  fulfilled.  Without  the  issuance 
of  a  new  contract,  such  shipments  go  forward 
without  any  protection  whatever.  If  under  the 
original  contract  any  ill  luck  attended  and  the 
shipment  sustained  a  loss,  the  issuance  of  for¬ 
warding  orders  accompanied  with  a  request  for  a 
bill  of  lading  would  discover  the  loss  immediately, 
and  the  former  owner  would  be  in  position  to 
make  a  successful  claim  against  the  first  carrier; 
but  if  such  shipment  is  forwarded  over  a  con¬ 
necting  line  not  party  to  the  original  bill  of  lading, 
how  is  the  final  consignee  protected?  Business 
is  business  and  right  is  right.  If  shippers  wish 
to  avoid  risk  and  trouble  they  must  secure  bills 
of  lading  which  show  conclusively  that  the  entire 
amount  of  coal  invoiced  is  intact  at  the  lime 
when  title  passes  to  their  customers.  In  other 
words  they  must  play  ball  according  to  the  rules. 

Hoyle. 

V 

The  McDonald  coal  mine  near  Youngstown, 
Ohio,  will  shortly  resume  operations. 


The  Government  CoabTesting  Plant 


For  a  long  time  the  Kaiser’s  engineers  have 
been  testing  the  coals  in  the  German  empire. 
Coal  measures  have  been  surveyed  and  samples 
analyzed  so  that  the  government  knows  the  chem¬ 
ical  and  relative  values  of  its  coking,  steam-pro¬ 
ducing,  domestic,  and  gas-producing  coals.  It 
has  experimented  with  machines  for  compressing 
slack  coal  into  briquettes.  What  was  waste  a  few 
years  ago  now  forms  one  of  the  best  locomotive 
fuels.  Slack  coal  is  also  pressed  into  what  is 
called  eggette.s — forms  small  enough  for  stoves 
and  grates. 

The  coal  surveyors  of  France  are  not  behind 
those  of  Germany,  while  Belgium  profits  by  the 
investigations  of  both.  On  the  British  Islands 
lignites,  peats,  and  even  turfs,  have  been  surveyed 
and  their  economy  carefully  ascertained  by  sci¬ 
entific  methods.  No  nation  has  a  more  accurate 
knowledge  of  its  fuel  resource  than  Great  Britain. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  mine  and  con¬ 
sume  more  coal  than  do  the  French,  Germans  or 
English.  Our  coal  fields  extend  over  more  ter¬ 
ritory  and  supply  a  greater  variety  of  mineral 
fuels  than  do  the  coal  fields  of  any  other  people. 
We  need  coal  tests  more  and  have  had  them 
less  than  our  competitors,  says  a  writer  in  the 
Scientific  American. 

Since  the  first  of  last  September  the  United 
States  Geological  Survey  has  conducted  the  ini¬ 
tial  line  of  government  coal  tests.  They  were 
preliminary.  They  were  conducted  under  act  of 
congress,  approved  March  18,  1904.  This  act 
carried  an  appropriation  of  $30,000,  increased  by 
the  general  deficiency  bill,  approved  April  17, 
1904,  to  $60,000.  Resulting  from  these  prelimi¬ 
nary  tests  came  a  suggestion  of  how  more  than 
a  million  dollars  may  be  saved  to  the  federal 
government  annually  in  coaling  naval  vessels, 
at  the  same  time  increasing  the  efficiency  of  cruis¬ 
ers  and  men-of-war.  The  suggestion  is  still  more 
important  to  manufacturers  us.ng  coal  under  boil¬ 
ers.  These  dominating  facts  led  congress  at  the 
last  session  to  appropriate  $200, 000  for  a  con¬ 
tinuation  of  the  tests. 

Under  the  terms  of  the  appropriation  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States  Geological  Survey  is  now  entering  upon 
a  comprehensive  and  scientific  examination  of  our 
coals  and  lignites.  Two  conditions  attach  to  the 
availability  of  the  appropriation:  (l)  Samples  of 
coal  in  car  lots  must  be  furnished  at  the  test¬ 
ing  plant  free  to  the  government;  (2)  the  serv¬ 
ice  of  machines,  apparatus,  and  devices  used  in 
making  the  tests  must  be  free.  As  coal  mine 
operators  and  transportation  companies  are  deeply 
interested  in  these  tests,  no  difficulty  attended 
the  first  condition.  When  the  preliminary  tests 
were  made  the  plant  lacked  somewhat  in  unity 
and  adaptation.  The  equipment  is  now  closely 
standardized  and  reconciled  to  one  purpose. 

The  director  of  the  United  States  Geological 
Survey  appointed  Messrs.  E.  W.  Parker,  J.  A. 
Holmes  and  M.  R.  Campbell,  a  committee  to  con¬ 
duct  the  investigation.  This  committee  erected 
the  necessary  buildings  and  established  the  testing 
plant  on  a  terminal  railroad  in  Forest  Park,  St. 
Louis,  Mo.  Many  of  the  superintendents  and 
operators  who  made  the  preliminary  are  now  en¬ 
gaged  in  making  the  formal  tests,  so  that  the 
plant  is  served  by  trained  men.  The  same  build¬ 
ing,  stacks,  scales,  etc.,  are  used.  Some  of  the 
equ’pment  has  been  repaired.  All  has  been  read¬ 
justed.  Some  has  been  added.  The  main  parts 
of  the  equipment  are  engines,  boilers,  conveyors, 
generators,  motors,  washing  machines,  gas  ma¬ 
chines,  briquetting  machines,  coke  ovens,  and  a 
chemical  laboratory.  The  qualities  of  the  coals 
are  ascertained  by  analyses,  by  steam  tests,  gas- 
producer  tests,  coking  tests,  briquetting  tests, 
and  washing  tests.  From  twenty-minute  readings 
a  log  is  made  of  each  test.  These  tests  will  be 
tabulated  and  printed  in  a  report  for  distribution 
as  any  other  public  document  in  the  Department 
of  the  Interior. 

How  Steam  Tests  are  Made. 

Each  steam  test  will  require  ten  hours  and 
consume  approximately  10,()()()  pounds  of  coal. 
Each  log  will  show  the  number  of  the  test,  name 
of  the  sample,  size  and  condition  of  the  coal,  and 
twelve  technical  items  composing  the  standard 
method  of  steam  tests  approved  by  the  .'\merican 
Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers.  The  sample 
will  be  tested  for  economy  of  fast,  slow,  or  me¬ 
dium  feeding,  and  for  size  of  grate. 


Each  gas-producer  test  will  continue  thirty 
hours  and  consume  approximately  10,000  pounds 
of  coal.  The  coking  tests  will  require  forty  hours 
and  consume  in  each  charge  approximately  10,000 
pounds  of  coal.  Results  of  washed  samples  will 
be  compared  with  results  of  unwashed.  The  re¬ 
sults  of  the  briquetting  will  show  the  general 
character  of  the  product,  its  behavior  in  weath¬ 
ers,  its  behavior  in  burning,  and  its  crushing 
strength.  Eggettes  will  be  made  and  tested.  Ex¬ 
periments  will  be  made  with  binders.  All  facts 
gleaned  will  be  printed  in  comprehensive  tables. 

Now  the  question  arises,  what  feature  of  the 
results  of  the  preliminary  experiments  induced 
congress  to  depart  from  its  general  policy  and  to 
make  a  liberal  appropriation  for  continuing  the 
operation  of  this  coal-testing  plant?  Of  course 
the  chemist  and  the  eng  neer  will  be  interested 
from  a  mere  technical  standpoint,  but  of  what 
benefit  were  the  preliminary  assays  to  the  mass 
of  people?  Sixty-five  carloads  of  sample  coals 
from  seventeen  states  were  received.  The  results 
were : 

1.  Fourteen  bituminous  coals  from  nine  states 
show  a  power  efficiency  in  the  gas-producer  plant 
two  and  one-half  times  as  great  as  their  power 
efficiency  under  the  boiler — put  in  another  way, 
one  ton  of  these  coals  used  in  the  gas-producer 
plant  developed  as  much  power  as  two  and  one- 
half  tons  of  the  same  coal  used  under  the  steam 
boiler. 

2.  Eggettes  and  briquettes  may  be  made  from 
the  slack  of  some  soft  coals  and  probably  from 
the  culm  of  hard,coal.s. 

3.  Lignites  from  North  Dakota  and  Texas 
have  shown  unexpected  high  power-producing 
qualities  when  used  in  the  gas  producer.  More 
than  one-third  of  North  Dakota  is  underlaid  with 
lignites.  These  are  the  major  results.  The 
minor  results  are  not  unimportant. 

The  method  of  obtaining  fair  run-of-mine  sam¬ 
ples  is  of  prime  importance.  One  member  of  the 
committee  devotes  his  entire  time  to  field  work. 
H.'s  method  is  interesting,  but  the  details  are  too 
special  and  complicated  to  be  given  here ;  suffice 
it  to  say  that  it  is  practically  impossible  for  oper¬ 
ators  to  obtain  assays  from  selected  or  unfair 
samples. 

For  the  first  time  the  government  is  taking 
steps  to  give  its  citizens  information  relating  to 
our  coal  measures — information  long  since  in  the 
hands  of  German  and  French  citizens  relating  to 
their  coal  measures.  Gas  engines  of  prodigious 
power  are  coming  into  operation.  Every  year 
shows  an  increase  in  power  and  an  improvement 
in  performance.  The  yearly  coal  bill  of  the 
United  States  navy  approximates  $2,500,000.  The 
gas  engine  would  save  half  this  sum  and  enable 
war  vessels  to  make  longer  voyages  with  greater 
ease  and  rapidity.  Such  is  the  meaning  of  this 
new  coal-testing  plant.  What  it  means  to  states 
like  North  Dakota,  with  large  mines  of  lignites, 
no  one  can  tell. 


Wagon  Prices  at  Chicago. 

ANTHRACITE. 


Grate  .  $(5. .50 

Stove  .  6.75 

Cliestnut  .  0.75 

Egg .  G.75 


lilTUMINOUS. 

Hocking  lump  . 

Hocking  nut  . 

Illinois  lump,  egg  and  nut.... 
Indiana  lump,  egg  and  nut.... 

Wilmington  chunks  . 

New  Kentucky  lump  and  egg.  . 

No.  1  washed  nut . 

Brazil  block  . 

Jackson  Hill  and  Wellston... 

Cannel  lump  . 

Smithing  . 

West  Virginia  splint . 

Gas-house  coke  . 


$3.75 

3.25 

2.75 

2.75 

3.25 

3.. 50 
3.00 

3. 50 

4.75 

6.25 

4..  50 
4.00 

4. 50 


V 

'I'lie  miners  at  the  plant  of  Zeller.  McClellan 
&  Co.,  Brazil,  Ind.,  recently  refused  to  go  to 
work,  because  the  company  declined  to  discharge 
the  engineer,  whom  the  miners  charge  with  be¬ 
ing  very  reckless. 
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In  The  Realm  of  The  Retailer 


The  futility  of  price  cutting  on  staple  com¬ 
modities  was  never  better  illustrated  than  in  .in 
incident  which  came  to  my  notice  recently  m  a 
western  city.  .  , 

A  retail  establishment  not  in  the  coal  line  de¬ 
cided  as  a  novel  advertising  proposition  to  offer 
each  Monday  morning  three  two-cent  stamps  for 
live  cents,  for  one  hour. 

The  stamp  offer  was  not  advertised  m  tlie 
newspapers,  but  merely  on  the  windows  by  means 
of  rather  showy  placards,  the  idea  being  to  reach 
only  prospective  patrons  of  the  store,  and  not  the 
general  public.  .  ,  ,  ,  ,  ,  , 

It  was  thought  these  simple  placards  would  at¬ 
tract  a  large  amount  of  attention  and  that  the 
firm  would  lose  a  considerable  sum  of  money, 
inasmuch  as  the  postage  stamps  actually  would 
cost  them  six  cents. 

Instead  of  the  desired  effect,  the  mere  fact  that 
the  stamps  were  offered  below  cost  aroused  a 
large  amount  of  suspicion.  Many  of  the  pur¬ 
chasers  labored  under  the  impression  that  they 
might  be  done  up  in  some  way  and  they  asked 
numberless  questions  before  they  would  make 
any  purchases. 

The  lay  mind  could  not  grasp  the  idea  that 
any  merchant  would  give  away  his  good  money, 
even  though  it  were  for  advertising  purposes. 
The  suspicion  existing  among  those  who  called 
originated  in  this  fact,  in  all  probability. 

But  the  number  who  called  was  not  nearly  as 
large  as  expected.  About  twenty-five  per  cent  of 
the  stamps  purchased  for  the  occasion  were  used 
and  many  of  the  regular  patrons  of  the  store  did 
not  pay  any  attention  to  the  postage  stamp  offer. 

This  illustrates  a  point  in  connection  with  the 
sale  of  many  staple  commodities.  As  soon  as  the 
price  is  cut  beyond  a  point  where  the  merchant 
can  make  a  reasonable  profit,  the  public  begins 
to  be  suspicious.  There  is  something  the  rnatter 
with  the  quality  or  they  could  not  be  sold  so 
cheaply. 

I  believe  this  holds  true  m  connection  with 
the  sale  of  many  different  kinds  of  coal  which 
have  gained  a  position  of  stability  in  the  public 
mind. 

I>ealers  Kxi>erience  Witli  Anthracite 

A  dealer  was  telling  me  recently  his  experience 
in  connection  with  anthracite.  He  said  that  dur¬ 
ing  a  local  price  war  in  his  town,  he  kept  m  the 
game  and  reduced  prices  as  low  as  the  next  one, 
selling  the  same  grades  and  description  of  anthra¬ 
cite  as  usual. 

During  this  period,  he  said,  he  had  more  com¬ 
plaints  than  ever  before  in  his  business  career  in 
the  same  length  of  time.  In  the  future  when 
there  is  a  price  war,  he  says,  he  will  keep  out  of 
it,  preferring  to  remain  idle  for  a  time  rather 
than  repeat  the  experiences  he  encountered  on 
this  occasion,  principally  because  the  continued 
complaints  injured  his  business  reputation.  Many 
transient  customers  were  attracted  by  the  lower 
prices.  At  the  same  time  they  were  attracted  by 
the  lower  prices,  they  were  also  suspicious  that 
the  coal  would  be  off  in  quality  because  it  was 
sold  at  such  low  figures. 

Being  suspicious  of  the  quality  they  naturally 
scrutinized  it  more  closely  and  at  the  slightest 
excuse  made  complaint. 

Here  is  the  story  in  a  nutshell.  The  same  facts 
will  apply  to  the  sale  of  any  other  standard  coal 
product  at  retail. 

Consumers  are  always  suspicious  when  they 
buy  a  coal  at  too  low  a  price  that  they  are  being 
given  something  not  quite  up  to  the  required 
standard  of  quality. 

And  imagination  enters  into  the  consumption 
of  the  bituminous  product  to  a  greater  extent 
than  is  usually  conceded. 

It  a  consumer  or  householder  imagines  a  soft 
coal  is  of  good  quality,  he  can  obtain  much  better 
results  with  it  than  if  he  is  of  the  opinion  that 
it  is  of  poor  quality. 

This  matter  of  imagination  is  much  more  of  a 
factor  than  is  generally  admitted.  It  should  be 
reckoned  with,  and  this  brings  into  the  broad 
question  of  whether  a  dealer  really  gains  any 
additional  business  of  importance  through  cutting 
prices. 

Of  course,  there  are  many  additional  features 
to  be  considered  in  connection  with  this  subject. 

While  price-cutting  sometimes  gains  a  new  cus¬ 
tomer  for  a  dealer,  if  all  those  engaged  in  the 
coal  business  are  cutting  prices,  there  can  not 


be  much  gain.  Only  so  much  coal  can  be  sold  in 
the  course  of  a  year. 

If  there  are  too  many  dealers,  so  that  some  can 
not  make  a  success  of  it,  the  matter  will  resolve 
Itself  into  a  survival  of  the  fittest  and  ultimately 
natural  laws  will  prevail  along  these  lines.  Price- 
cutting  may  be  an  incident  until  the  surplus 
dealers  are  weeded  out.  But  except  when  the 
business  is  being  overdone,  there  can  be  no  ex¬ 
cuse  for  it,  and  even  then  many  substantial  and 
honorable  dealers  are  likely  to  be  hurt  before  the 
trouble  is  ended. 

Much  price-cutting  results  from  local  jealousies 
among  dealers.  They  do  not  recognize  the  fact 
that  the  other  fellow  has  a  right  to  do  business 
and  that  he  must  sell  coal  in  order  to  make  a 
living  and  to  succeed.  A  recognition  of  this 
point  will  save  many  price  wars  and  much  loss 
of  money  to  those  engaged  in  business.  It  will 
also  eliminate  much  worry  that  the  coal  mer¬ 
chant  otherwise  will  encounter. 

Only  Certain  'I'onnaKe  Can  He  Sold. 

The  very  fact  that  only  a  certaiii  tonnage  of 
coal  will  be  required  in  a  community  is  an  ar¬ 
gument  against  cutting  prices.  If,  during  a  price 
war  fifty  per  cent  of  the  total  tonnage  is  sold  at 
cost  or  below,  only  fifty  per  cent  remains  on 
which  the  dealers  can  make  a  profit. 

Did  you  ever  stop  to  figure  it  out,  Mr.  Dealer  ? 
If  you  have  not,  you  do  not  appreciate  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  point  I  am  making.  We  will  as¬ 
sume  that  your  city  uses  12,000  tons  of  coal  an¬ 
nually  and  there  are  three  dealers  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  Of  this  12,000  tons,  4,000  are  anthracite 
and  the  remainder  bituminous.  Of  the  latter 
5,000  tons  are  used  for  steam  plants  and  3,000  for 
domestic. 

The  total  gross  profit  on  the  anthtacite  should  be 
$4,000 ;  on  the  steam  bituminous  coal  $4,000  and 
on  the  domestic  bituminous  coal  $3,750,  making  a 
total  gross  profit  of  $11,750,  from  which  must  be 
deducted  yard  expenses,  interest  on  money  in¬ 
vested,  losses  through  bad  accounts  and  many 
other  items  of  expense.  After  these  have  been 
deducted  there  is  little  enough  left  for  the  three 
merchants — probably  not  over  $2,000  to  $2,500,  as 
a  net  profit,  at  the  most,  while  under  some  con¬ 
ditions  it  will  be  much  less. 

Now,  if  a  price  war  occurs  and  the  anthracite 
is  sold  at  cost,  eliminating  from  our  calculation 
the  $4,000  gross  profit  which  ought  to  be  made, 
we  can  readily  see  there  will  not  be  any  profit 
left  for  these  three  merchants. 

Does  it  not  seem  foolish  that  they  should  give 
away  their  means  of  securing  a  living  by  indulging 
in  a  price  war? 

That  is  just  what  is  being  done  in  a  great  many 
communities.  Coal  merchants,  for  some  reason  or 
other,  engage  in  a  price  war,  and  as  a  conse¬ 
quence  their  means  of  making  an  honest  living  are 
dissipated.  Money  lost  through  a  price  war  can 
never  be  made  up.  If  only  a  certain  tonnage  of 
coal  is  required  for  a  certain  number  of  people, 
when  part  of  that  coal  is  sold  without  a  profit 
there  is  no  way  in  which  this  loss  can  be  recov¬ 
ered. 

As  a  matter  of  fact  there  is  no  argument  that 
can  be  advanced  in  favor  of  selling  any  staple 
commodity  without  a  reasonable  profit.  The  mer¬ 
chant  who  does  so  is  not  entitled  to  any  consid¬ 
eration.  In  fact,  he  is  not  a  merchant,  in  the 
sense  that  he  appreciates  the  rudiments  of  his 
calling.  The  Yard  Manager. 


Coal  Production  In  1904. 

According  to  the  annual  report  of  the  geo¬ 
logical  survey  of  the  coal  production  during  the 
year  1904  the  total  production  of  Maryland  was 
4,813,622  short  tons,  spot  value  $5,729,085.  This 
was  a  decrease  of  32,543  tons  as  compared  with 
the  year  1903,  the  decrease  in  value  being  $1,460,- 
000,  or  a  little  over  twenty  per  cent.  The  re¬ 
ceipts  of  the  operators  in  1904  were,  however, 
nearly  $4,150,000  more  than  in  1902,  when  the 
production  was  over  450,000  tons  larger.  The 
coal  trade  of  Baltimore  for  1904  does  not  com¬ 
pare  favorably  with  1903,  especially  taking  into 
consideration  the  disastrous  fire  of  February, 
1904,  and  the  great  financial  loss  to  the  Momi- 
mental  city,  as  well  as  to  the  check  to  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  city  generally.  One  important  fea¬ 
ture  of  the  soft  coal  movement  at  Baltimore 


during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  was  the  large 
water  shipments  brought  about  by  the  increased 
activity  in  the  coastwise  trade  and  an  unusual 
demand  for  coal  for  foreign  ports,  principally 
Cuba,  Mexico,  and  South  American  ports. 

When  business  of  any  kind  is  in  an  uncertain 
state  after  a  period  of  depression;  when  one 
man  will  give  you  one  view,  and  another,  who 
should  be  as  equally  well  posted,  will  give  you 
another,'  there  is  usually  a  change  of  some  kind 
in  store.  Such  are  conditions  in  the  coal  trade 
here  at  present,  and  as  no  man  expects  further 
depression,  it  is  but  natural  to  conclude  that  the 
turn  of  the  tide  for  the  better  is  at  hand.  Of 
course,  this  applies  purely  to  bituminous  prod¬ 
ucts,  for  anthracite  has  well  demonstrated  its 
ability  to  take  care  of  itself. 

These  deductions  were  drawn  after  talks  with 
four  prominent  coal  men  here,  who  said  in  sub¬ 
stance  : 

"Conditions  are  somewhat  better.” 

“Yes,  there  is  considerable  brightening  up, 
and  local  business  especially  is  on  the  mend.” 

"The  optimism  which  I  felt  some  two  weeks 
ago  when  there  was  a  brightening  of  bituminous 
business,  I  must  say  is  giving  away  somewhat 
to  a  case  of  pessimistic  blues.” 

“I  can’t  see  where  all  these  fellows  who  are 
talking  improvement  are  basing  their  belief.” 

Such  a  variety  in  one  day  of  interviewing 
would  set  anyone  to  thinking.  It  might  be 
that  each  man’s  view  reflected  his  individual  firm 
business  for  the  moment,  but  as  natural  condi¬ 
tions  must  soon  be  on  the  right  side  of  the  bal¬ 
ance,  it  seems  incredible  that  anything  else  than 
better  conditions  are  in  store.  A  long  dreary 
summer,  with  folded  hands  for  a  good  part  of 
the  time,  is  calculated  to  make  almost  any  busi¬ 
ness  man  take  too  dark  a  picture  of  his  sur¬ 
roundings,  just  as  the  barefoot  boy  forgets  the 
joys  of  the  swimmin’  hole  in  the  parental  chas¬ 
tisement  that  comes  thereafter.  But  there’s  sure 
to  be  many  a  pleasant  dip  in  the  swimmin’  hole 
of  prosperity  for  the  bituminous  man,  and  in 
the  future  as  he  grows  and  expands  it  may  be 
that  he  may  avoid  the  lickin’. 

There  was  a  rather  remarkable  break  in  char¬ 
ter  rates  during  the  past  week,  and  the  attrib¬ 
utable  causes  are  as  varied  as  the  beliefs  in 
bituminous  prosperity,  or  otherwise.  More  bot¬ 
toms  than  demand  to  carry  coal  by  water  is 
pretty  sure  to  be  the  primary  cause,  however, 
although  disinclination  of  vessel  owners  to  move 
out  with  other  cargoes  to  southern  ports,  be¬ 
cause  of  the  rigorous  quarantine  regulations, 
may  have  led  to  more  than  the  usual  offerings 
of  bottoms  for  coal.  Taking  Boston  as  a  sam¬ 
ple  for  the  rest,  charters  were  recently  quoted 
at  seventy-five,  then  dropped  to  sixty-five:  next 
were  cut  to  sixty-two,  and  during  the  past  week 
made  the  record  of  sixty.  There  was  a  revul¬ 
sion  toward  the  close  of  the  week,  however,  and 
although  there  were  no  announcements  of  clos¬ 
ing  at  such  a  figure,  brokers  were  asking  from 
seventy  to  seventy-five. 

Unbiased  View  of  tlie  Situation. 

In  speaking  of  conditions  generally  one  gen¬ 
tleman  who  had  just  returned  from  a  mther  ex¬ 
tended  coal  trip  spoke  favorably  of  bituminous, 
but  was  rather  cast  down  for  the  moment  over 
coke. 

“I  have  just  been  through  the  West  Virginia 
fields,”  he  said,  “and  I  find  many  of  the  inde¬ 
pendents  closed  down  and  some  of  the  others 
running  half  time.  There  is  a  lot  of  more  busi" 
ness  coming  though,  and  there  is  already  a  lit¬ 
tle  brisker  feeling  in  the  trade  in  Baltimore,  al¬ 
though  there  has  as  yet  been  no  improvement 
in  prices.  As  a  matter  of  fact  I  do  not  look  for 
any  decided  improvement  in  prices  until  there  is 
a  considerable  awakening  of  activity,  which  I 
look  for  this  fall.” 

“Coke  is  pretty  nearly  dead  for  the  moment. 
Why,  I  passed,  a  hundred  cars  on  one  siding  in 
one  district,  and  it’s  likely  to  lay  there  for  a 
time  too.  The  coke  companies  contracted  above 
their  wants  in  anticipation  of  big  business  and 
railroad  congestion.  They  found  the  business 
not  so  brisk  as  they  had  anticipated,  and  cars 
were  moved  right  along  as  they  were  needed. 
Now  there  is  no  rush  to  get  coke  to  market.” 

Ashley  Rhoads,  of  Springfield,  Ill.,  left  a  few 
days  ago  for  Stonington.  where  he  w-ill  be  em¬ 
ployed  as  hoisting  engineer  in  a  mine. 
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Western  Retail  ^^otes. 

Coal  is  selling  at  12  cents  per  bushel  at  Vevay, 
Ind.  Up  until  a  few  days  ago  the  price  was  10 
cents  per  bushel. 

The  Standard  Lumber  Co.,  Appleton,  Wis.,  is 
tearing  down  its  old  coal  storage  shed  and  build¬ 
ing  a  new  one.  A  Fairbanks  scale  will  also  be 
installed. 

The  Sun  Iron  &  Coal  Co.  was  recently  awarded 
the  contract  for  furnishing  coal  for  the  infirmary 
at  that  point  during  the  ensuing  year.  The  bid 
was  $2.00  per  ton  on  Hocking  steam  coal. 

It  has  been  learned  that  certain  parties  are  buy¬ 
ing  coal  in  the  name  of  the  E.  O.  Fellows  Coal 
Co.,  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  and  the  officials  of  that 
company-  have  warned  the  public  that  anyone  so 
doing  is  perpetrating  a  fraud. 

Local  dealers  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  assert  that 
the  specifications  for  fuel  to  be  supplied  the  fire 
department  at  that  point  are  so  drawn  that  only 
Lackawanna  coal  will  meet  the  requirements. 
They  have  asked  that  all  be  given  a  chance  to  bid. 

The  contract  for  furnishing  coal  for  the  city 
of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  has  been  awarded  to  the 
Logsdon  Bros.  Fuel  Co.  and  the  Indianapolis 
Coal  Co.  Logsdon  Bros,  bid  $22,600  on  9,200  tons 
and  the  bid  of  the  Indianapolis  Coal  Co.  was 
$22,858. 

Investigations  are  being  made  into  the  coal  pur¬ 
chases  of  the  city  of  Chicago  and  as  a  result  it 
is  said,  a  large  sum  of  money  may  be  saved  to 
the  city.  Heretofore  run  of  mine  coal  has  been 
substituted  for  lump,  the  city  paying  for  the 
latter  grade,  the  loss  being  between  $50,000  and 
$60,000  annually. 

The  coal  sheds  of  the  Sheboygan  Coal  Co. 
were  destroyed  by  fire  a  few  days  ago.  The 
loss  is  estimated  at  $12,000.  The  origin  of  the 
fire  is  not  known,  though  it  started  in  the  boiler 
room,  which  is  back  of  the  engine  room.  The 
entire  loss  is  covered  by  insurance.  The  sheds 
w.ll  be  rebuilt  immediately. 

The  total  consumption  of  bituminous  coal  in 
the  city  of  Sioux  Falls,  S.  D.,  is  about  32,260 
tons,  12,000  of  which  is  used  for  domestic  pur¬ 
poses.  The  annual  coal  bill  amounts  to  $200,000. 
The  price  of  coal  at  retail  will  soon  advance  at 
this  point  and  consumers  are  placing  orders  for 
their  supply  before  the  general  advance  in  prices. 


Eastern  Rjetail  J\[otes. 

The  price  of  coal  at  retail  in  Utica,  N.  Y.,  will 
advance  10  cents  a  ton  early  in  September,  mak¬ 
ing  it  $6.50  per  ton.  This  price  will  remain  in 
force  all  winter. 

The  price  of  coal  has  advanced  10  cents  per  ton 
at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  Another  advance  is  ex¬ 
pected  in  a  few  days,  and  the  price  will  then 
remain  stationary  until  next  spring. 

The  New  Automatic  Coal  Delivery  System  Co. 
was  recently  incorporated  at  New  York,  N.  Y., 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $5,000.  The  direc¬ 
tors  are  N.  R.  Marshman,  J.  S.  Conabeer  and  M. 
B.  Bloomer,  New  York. 

Stocks  of  coal  roads  have  advanced  in  price 
despite  the  many  rumors  of  a  strike  next  spring. 
The  advances  do  not  promise  much  for  coal  buy¬ 
ers,  however  gratifying  they  may  be  for  coal 
sellers. 


Southern  Retail  Notes. 

The  East  Pratt  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorpo¬ 
rated  at  Birmingham,  Ala.,  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  $20,000.  The  incorporators  are  John 
1 .  Morgan,  president  and  treasurer,  and  K.  B. 
McConneil. 

The^  Kentucky  &  Tennessee  Retail  Coal  Mer¬ 
chants’  Association  will  hold  its  next  meeting  at 
Nashville,  lenn.  The  two  states  have  about  an 
equal  number  of  members  and  the  association 
IS  progressing  and  growing,  rap'dly. 


Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 

I  he  Gordon  Coal  Mining  Co.  was  recently 
incorporated  at  Stewartsville,  Ohio,  with  an  au¬ 
thorized  capital  of  $75,000.  The  incorporators 
are  Peter  Gordon,  John  Gordon,  Peter  C.  Gor¬ 
don  and  Janet  Gordon. 

The  big  merger  of  coal  companies  in  Indiana 
is  completed,  the  Vandalia  Coal  Co.,  of  Indian¬ 
apolis,  having  absorbed  the  twenty  companies 
included  in  the  merger.  The  authorized  cap¬ 
ital  will  be  $7,000,000.  The  company  has  a  capac¬ 
ity  of  5,000,000  tons  annually.  The  headquarters 
of  the  corporation  will  be  established  at  Indian¬ 
apolis. 

General  Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

'I  he  Shirley  Hill  Coal  Co.,  Clinton,  Ind.,  is 
sinking  two  new  shafts  on  its  property  at  that 
point. 

The  Dawson  Fuel  Co.,  Dawson,  N.  M.,  is 
preparing  to  build  200  coke  ovens  at  that  point, 
the  cost  to  be  $21,000. 

It  is  believed  that  the  coal  production  of  the 
state  of  Michigan  for  1905  will  fall  below  that 
of  1904,  which  was  1,414,834  tons. 

The  anthracite  coal  tonnage  for  July  aggregated 
4,546,000  tons,  as  compared  with  4,623,227  tons 
for  the  corresponding  month  of  1904. 

The  Dominion  Coal  Co.,  Toronto,  Canada,  is 
mining  14,000  tons  of  coal  per  day,  half  of  which 
amount  is  shipped  up  the  St.  Lawrence  river. 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  will  in  the  future  employ 
blacksmiths  for  the  proper  shoeing  of  its  mules. 

The  Hanover  Coal  Co.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  re¬ 
cently  purchased  the  Edinburg  coal  mine  near 
Taylorville,  Ill.,  and  will  take  possession  at  once. 

During  the  year  1904  the  total  coal  production 
of  Maryland  was  4,813,622  short  tons,  a  decrease 
of  32,543  tons  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year. 

1  he  Shaw  Coal  Co.,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  has 
just  closed  leases  on  about  400  acres  of  coal 
lands  at  that  point,  near  the  tracks  of  the  Bur¬ 
lington  route. 

It  is  believed  a  merger  of  coal  interests  in  the 
vicinity  of  Princeton,  Ind.,  will  shortly  be  ef¬ 
fected,  as  options  are  being  taken  on  land  in  that 
part  of  the  state. 

The  Lackawanna  railroad  will  shortly  estab¬ 
lish  a  coal  depot  at  Geddes,  N.  Y.,  which  will  be 
used  to  supply  the  residents  of  the  west  end  of 
the  city  of  Syracuse. 

Two  million  bushels  of  coal  were  shipped  south 
on  the  Monongahela  river  a  few  days  ago,  there 
having  been  an  unexpected  rise  in  the  river,  due 
to  heavy  rain  storms. 

The  big  pumping  station  of  the  Lackawanna 
company  at  Scranton,  Pa.,  was  recently  put  in 
operation.  It  is  automatically  operated  by  an 
800-horsepower  motor. 

The  miners  of  the  Black  Diamond  Coal  Co., 
Simpson,  Pa.,  recently  went  on  strike.  The 
trouble  arose  over  a  disagreement  in  regard  to 
the  sliding  scale  of  wages. 

The  output  of  the  coal  mines  of  Iowa  is  rapidly 
growing.  The  total  production  for  1904  was 
6,214,379  tons  and  it  is  believed  the  total  for 
1005  will  reach  6,806,011  tons. 

_  J.  K.  Seifort,  general  manager  of  the  Indiana 
Southern  Coal  Co.,  Terre  Haute.  Ind.,  recently 
purchased  1,200  acres  of  coal  land  for  the  com¬ 
pany  near  Farmersburg,  Ind. 

The  large  manufacturing  plants  and  large  rail¬ 
roads  in  eastern  Pennsylvania  are  storing  quan¬ 
tities  of  coal  of  all  sizes,  in  preparation  for  a 
strike  in  that  region  next  year. 

A  New  Haven,  Conn.,  schooner  was  recently 
chartered  to  load  coal  at  Newport  News,  Va.,  for 
New  Haven,  at  fifty-five  cents  per  ton,  which  is 
.said  to  be  the  lowest  charter  in  years. 

Crown  Hill  mine,  Clinton,  Ind.,  has  resumed 
operations,  after  an  idleness  of  two  weeks,  on 
account  of  disagreement  between  the  operators 
and  the  miners  over  the  wage  scale. 


Andrew  Brown,  Philip  R.  Luce,  F.  W.  For¬ 
sythe,  John  S.  Pattison  and  Thomas  S.  Lackey, 
all  of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  recently  purchased  6,000 
acres  of  coal  land  near  Amos,  W.  Va. 

It  is  stated  by  officials  of  the  Southern  rail¬ 
way  in  Tennessee  that  less  trouble  will  be  ex¬ 
perienced  during  the  coming  winter  in  regard  to 
the  car  supply  than  for  many  years  past. 

The  river  coal  companies  near  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
are  keeping  their  eyes  on  the  river,  which  is 
rising  and  wondering  whether  coalboat  or  barge 
water  will  develop  from  the  sudden  rise. 

The  Morris  Coal  Co.,  Cambridge,  Ohio,  is  mak¬ 
ing  extensive  improvements  at  King’s  mines. 
Electrical  machinery  is  being  installed  which  will 
greatly  increase  the  output  of  the  plant. 

The  miners  of  the  Kettle  Creek  mine  near 
Shelburn,  Ind.,  have  been  ordered  back  to  work, 
after  having  been  on  strike  for  some  time,  be¬ 
cause  the  company  discharged  three  men. 

George  L.  Flibbs,  of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  and  E. 
L.  Denny,  of  Waynesburg,  recently  purchased 
1.735  acres  of  coal  land  near  Moundsville,  W.  Va., 
and  will  commence  development  wor  kat  once. 

The  Freeman  Coal  Co.  recently  completed  the 
third  shaft  near  Bicknell,  Ind.,  that  has  been 
sunk  to  the  new  vein  of  coal.  The  vein  is  over 
seven  feet  thick  and  227  feet  below  the  surface. 

J.  L.  Mitchell,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  recently- 
purchased  the  holdings  of  the  Kennerly  Coal  Co. 
in  Somerset  county.  It  is  the  intention  to  in¬ 
crease  the  output  of  the  mine  to  a  great  ex¬ 
tent. 

The  Nicola  Coal  Co.,  Spokane,  Wash.,  con¬ 
templates  buildinn  a  branch  road  to  connect  with 
one  of  the  railroads  now  being  built  into  that 
state.  The  company  owns  3,800  acres  of  land  in 
that  district. 

The  Big  Muddy-Carterville  Mining  Co.  was 
recently  incorporated  at  Cartendlle,  Ill.,  with  an 
authorized  capital  of  $6,000.  The  incorporators 
are  T.  J.  Moake,  L.  E.  Robertson  and  F.  H. 
Koennecke. 

A  branch  line  of  the  Lexington  &  Eastern  rail¬ 
road  is  soon  to  be  constructed  through  Letcher 
county,  Ky.,  extending  from  Jackson  to  the 
headwaters  of  the  Kentucky  river  in  the  vicinity 
of  Pound  Gap. 

The  Jones  Brothers  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  was 
recently  incorporated  at  Marissa,  Ill.,  with  an  au¬ 
thorized  capital  of  $30,000.  The  incorporators 
are  Jonathan  Jones  Sr.,  William  Jones  and 
Charles  Jones. 

Tests  of  coal  from  Ohio  will  shortly  be  made 
by  the  United  States  government  at  the  Expo¬ 
sition  grounds,  St.  Louis.  Mo.  Samples  will 
be  taken  from  all  parts  of  the  state  and  thor¬ 
oughly  tested. 

Tests  of  lignite  coal  from  North  Dakota  are 
being  made  by  M.  N.  Campbell  of  the  coal  test¬ 
ing  department  of_  the  United  States  geological 
survey.  So  far  this  coal  has  shown  up  well  as 
a  gas  producer. 

T  he  Midland  Steel  Co.,  Connellsville,  Pa.,  is 
about  to  build  250  additional  coke  ovens  at  Neal’s 
Station,  near  Beaver,  Pa.  A  large  blast  furnace 
will  also  be  erected,  which  will  require  a  large 
amount  of  coke. 

The  Black  Diamond  mines,  located  just  west  of 
Fairbury,  Ill.,  will  be  sold  at  receiver’s  sale  on 
August  tenth.  These  mines  and  machinery  are 
said  to  be  practically  new,  having  been  operated 
only  a  few  months. 

The  Great  Western  Construction  &  Develop¬ 
ment  Co.,  Colorado  Springs,  Colo.,  has  secured 
an  option  on  the  Fort  Smith,  Poteau  &  West¬ 
ern,  a  coal  road,  and  the  holdings  of  the  Poteau 
Coal  &  Mercantile  Co. 

The  Erie  and  Hillside  miners  in  Pennsylvania 
met  recently  in  conference  and  discussed  several 
questions  of  vital  interest  to  their  organization. 
The  principal  grievance  is  the  question  of  weigh- 
uien  and  docking  bosses  at  the  mines. 

The  buildings  and  works  of  the  Rocky  Moun¬ 
tain  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  Evanston,  Wyo.,  were  re¬ 
cently  destroyed  by  fire,  causing  a  loss  of  $40,000. 
The  fire  followed  an  explosion  of  dynamite,  the 
cause  of  which  has  not  been  ascertained. 
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Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  ^lotes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

The  Giicorico  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  New  York,  N.  Y., 
with  an  authorized  capital'  of  $50,000,  for  the  purpose  of  tnin  ng  coal.  The 
incorporators  are  F.  E.  Jcnnison,  If.  F.  Otto  and  A.  A.  Featherston  Jr. 

The  Hemphill  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  New  York  city  with 
an  authorized  capital  of  $25,000.  'I'he  incorporators  are  J.  Henry  Hemphill, 
411  Salem  street,  Medford,  Mass.;  Edward  h'.  Prendergast,  3G1  Main  street, 
Malden,  Mass. 

The  Peters-Goodwin  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Bristol,  Va.,  with 
an  authorized  capital  of  $45,000  for  the  purpose  of  mining  and  selling  coal. 
The  incorporators  arc  George  D.  Peters,  president;  P.  A.  Goodwyn,  secre 
tary  and  treasurer. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Co.,  Pottsville,  Pa.,  has  commenced  the 
work  of  equipping  all  its  mines  with  electricity. 

The  affairs  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Co.,  Reading,  Pa.,  are  being 
inquired  into  and  the  books  of  the  company  examined  thoroughly. 

The  Diamond  Coal  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  is.  preparing  to  develop  coal 
lands  it  recently  purchased  from  the  Brilliant  Coal  Co.  at  Wellsburg,  Tenn. 

H.  C.  Farabee,  Waynesburg,  Pa.,  recently  sold  the  coal  underlying  his 
farm  of  sixty-four  acres  to  Bayard  Pollock,  of  Waynesburg  for  fifty  dollars 
an  acre. 

The  Riverton  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Uniontown,  Pa.,  is  about  to  build  200 
new  coke  ovens  at  its  plant  in  Nicholson  township,  which  will  be  rushed 
to  completion. 

The  coke  trade  at  Connellsville  is  improving  slightly  and  jt  is  be¬ 
lieved  that  from  now  on  there  will  be  a  marked  improvement  in  this  branch 
of  the  industry. 

The  immense  coal  shaft  at  East  Brookside,  Pa.,  has  been  completed  and 
will  be  put  in  service  within  a  few  days.  The  shaft  has  been  sunk  to  a 
depth  of  1,860  feet. 

The  total  production  of  coal  in  1904  was  352,310,427  tons,  the  value  of 
which  was  $444,816,288.  As  compared  with  1903,  the  production  shows  a  de¬ 
crease  of  5,045,989  tons. 

Coal  deposits  have  been  discovered  at  Phillippsburg,  Pa.,  which  will 
be  immediately  developed.  The  coal  is  of  splendid  quality  and  the  veins  are 
said  to  be  quite  thick. 

The  breaker  of  the  Red  Ash  Coal  Co.  at  Shamokin,  Pa.,  was  recently 
destroyed  by  fire.  The  breaker  was  built  five  years  ago  at  a  cost  of  $87,000. 
The  insurance  amounted  to  $12,000. 


It  is  alleged  that  the  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Co.  has  failed  to  repair 
the  wall  surrounding  its  property  at  Easton,  Pa.,  which  has  resulted  in  the 
washing  away  of  part  of  the  street. 

It  is  thought  probable  that  the  stockholders  of  the  Bessemer  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  Connellsville,  Pa.,  may  sell  its  property  at  that  point  and  centralize 
the  company’s  finances  at  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

The  total  production  of  bituminous  and  anthracite  coal  in  the  United 
States  in  1885  was  111,100,295  tons,  while  in  1904  it  was  351,196,953  tons, 
which  is  an  increase  of  over  200  per  cent. 

The  Salem  Hill  Coal  Co.,  which  was  recently  incorporated  at  Pottsville. 
Pa.,  is  about  ready  to  ship  coal  from  its  mine  near  Port  Carbon  and  will 
place  coal  upon  the  market  in  a  few  weeks. 

It  is  reported  that  President  Reilly  will  retire  at  the  end  of  the  year 
and  it  is  believed  this  is  the  reason  for  the  investigation.  Vice-President 
George  B.  Harris,  it  is  said,  will  become  president. 

Shipments  of  coal  from  the  Pittsburg  district  of  Pennsylvania  are 
greatly  increasing  in  volume.  The  demand  is  becoming  more  brisk  and 
there  is  a  general  air  of  activity  throughout  the  district. 

Francis  L.  Robb’ns,  Washington,  Pa.,  recently  purchased  several  hun¬ 
dred  acres  of  coal  land  from  the  Jumbo  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  in  Mt.  Pleasant 
township.  Pa.  It  is  not  known  what  the  purchase  price  was. 

Work  at  the  new  storage  yards  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Potts¬ 
ville,  Pa.,  which  are  located  at  Ransom,  is  progressing  nicely.  The  yards 
will  be  very  large,  two  farms  having  been  purchased  for  the  purpose. 

New  mines  will  soon  be  opened  in  the  Canonsburg  (Pa.)  district  by 
the  Pittsburg-Buffalo  Co.,  of  Pittsburg.  The  mines  will  furnish  employ¬ 
ment  to  nearly  5,000  men.  The  coal  is  said  to  be  of  a  very  superior  quality- 

The  Truesdale  breaker,  which  is  being  built  at  Wilkesbarre.  Pa.,  for  the 
Lackawanna  railroad,  will  open  up  the  only  remaining  virgin  field  of  coal 
land  in  that  state.  The  breaker  is  a  very  large  one  and  thoroughly  up-to-date. 

The  report  is  emphatically  denied  that  a  deal  is  on  between  the  Vander¬ 
bilt  and  Pennsylvania  railroad  interests  to  influence  the  coal  market  by  a 
bond  issue  pledged  by  the  stock  of  the  Reading  and  Lehigh  Valley  com¬ 
panies. 

It  is  rumored  that  the  Bessemer  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  will  be  merged  with 
a  number  of  other  companies  in  the  Connellsville  district  into  one  large 
corporation.  It  is  thought  that  the  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Co.  is  back  of  the 
merger. 

The  new  trespass  law  which  was  recently  passed  in  Pennsylvania  pro¬ 
vides  protection  to  farmers  and  property  owners  and  also  prohibits  the 
marching  of  strikers  and  placing  of  pickets  on  the  lands  owned  by  coal 
companies. 

The  North  American  Co..  Connellsville,  Pa.,  in  which  J.  Pierpont 
Morgan  is  deeply  interested,  it'is  reported,  has  completed  a  deal  for  25.000 
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acres  of  valuable  coal  land  in  eastern  Kentucky  and  that  the  Western  Ken- 
tueky  Coal  Co.  has  been  organized  to  develop  the  property.  It  is  thought 
probable  that  the  product  will  be  shipped  to  Ohio  river  points. 

A  mysterious  fire  occurred  at  the  plant  of  the  Pine  Hill  Coal  Co.  at 
Minersville,  Pa.,  a  few  days  ago,  wliich  destroyed  the  breaker,  office,  boiler 
house  and  engine  house.  The  loss  is  est  mated  at  $150,000,  partly  covered 
by  insurance. 

An  eight-foot  vein  of  bituminous  coal  of  good  quality  was  discovered 
a  few  days  ago  on  the  ground  of  the  Pennsylvania  Glass  Sand  Co.  at 
Hagerstown,  Md.  The  coal  will  be  tested  and  if  it  stands  the  test  will  be 
developed  at  once. 

President  John  Mitchell,  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  Union,  addressed 
a  very  large  assemblage  at  the  meeting  of  the  miners  at  W’ilkesbarre,  Pa., 
recently.  President  Mitchell’s  speech-  was  an  appeal  for  every  man  to  become 
a  member  of  the  union. 

The  naval  eoll'er  Brutus,  with  3,000  tons  of  bunker  and  cargo  coal 
aboard,  left  the  port  of  Newport  News,  Va.,  a  few  days  ago  to  look  for  the 
missing  steamship  Athos,  which  is  said  to  be  twelve  days  overdue  from  Port 
Antonio  for  New  York. 

It  is  said  the  Merchants’  Coal  Co.,  Cumberland,  Md.,  has  placed  a  price 
on  its  holdings  near  Meyersdale,  Pa.  The  property  includes  19,000  acres 
and  the  output  of  the  mine  is  nearly  2,000  tons  daily.  It  is  believed  the 
priee  is  not  less  than  $3,000,000. 

Two  special  trains  were  run  from  Salemville  and  Madison,  Pa.,  to 
Greensburg  by  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  on  account  of  the  miners’  picnic 
held  there  a  few  days  ago.  The  outing  was  well  attended  and  a  general 
good  time  was  participated  in  by  all  present. 

A  party  of  Uniontown  (Pa.)  men  have  purchased  1,200  acres  of  land 
near  Tyrone,  Pa.,  and  will  establish  a  large  coke  plant.  A  spur  track  will 
be  built  from  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad.  Those  interested  are  Daniel 
Sturgeon,  Thomas  R.  Wakefield  and  L.  H.  Frasher. 

A  tract  of  6,000  acres  of  valuable  coal  land  in  West  Virginia  has  been 
purchased  by  Pennsylvania  men,  the  price  being  thirty-five  dollars  per  acre. 
The  new  owners  of  the  property  are  Andrew  Brown,  Phillip  Linn,  F.  W. 
Forsythe,  John  S.  Patterson  and  Thomas  S.  Lackey. 

The  address  of  President  Roosevelt  at  Wilkesbarre  during  the  miners’ 
convention  seems  to  be  leaving  a  comfortable  impression  among  the  miners. 
It  is  believed  the  danger  of  another  disastrous  tie-up  in  the  coal  regions 
has  beea  greatly  lessened  by  the  President’s  address. 

The  Pittsburg-Buffalo  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  is  about  to  develop  16,000 
acres  of  coal  land  in  Washington  county  and  will  open  eight  mines.  If  no 
obstacles  arise  the  work  will  be  completed  by  next  spring.  The  work  of  ex¬ 
tending  rail  lines  through  the  property  will  commence  at  once. 

It  is  said  that  a  plan  is  on  foot  to  plant  trees  on  all  the  open  fields  and 
farms  over  the  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Co.’s  plants.  Competent  men  have  been 
put  to  work  to  study  the  problem  of  refreshing  the  land,  and  it  is  believed 
that  before  very  long  the  work  of  reforesting  will  have  been  accomplished. 

It  is  stated  that  the  coal  breaker  and  surroundings  of  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  &  Western  railroad  at  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  present  a  very  at¬ 
tractive  appearance.  The  buildings  are  all  painted  white,  the  lawns  are  kept 
in  perfect  condition  and  numerous  trees  and  flowers  help  to  beautify  the 
grounds. 

The  American  Cannel  Coal  Co.,  Cannelton,  Ind.,  has  been  reorganized, 
the  authorized  capital  being  $100,000. 


Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 


New  Southern  Enterprises. 

The  Price  Hill  Fuel  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Memphis,  Tenn., 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $250,000,  to  mine  coal  and  manufacture  coke. 

The  Brown-Lane  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Sturgis,  Ky., 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $300,000,  for  the  purpose  of  developing  a  large 
tract  of  coal  land  in  Kentucky. 

The  Consolidated  Coal  Land  &  Lumber  Co.  was  recently  incorporated 
at  Logan,  Tenn.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $300,000,  for  the  purpose  of 
developing,  coal  and  lumber  lands  in  that  vicinity. 

The  McLaughlin  Coal  &  Grain  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Mem¬ 
phis,  Tenn.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $50,000.  The  incorporators  are 
W.  P.  McLaughlin,  L.  A.  Thornton,  G.  W.  Bagnal,  A.  J.  Cook  and  M.  E. 
McLaughlin. 

The  Theodore  R.  Troendle  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Hop¬ 
kinsville,  Ky.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $25,000,  to  do  a  general  mining 
and  merehandise  business.  The  incorporators  are  T.  R.  Troendle,  Mrs.  Lily 
R.  Troendle,  of  Hopkinsville,  and  Rudolph  Troendle,  of  Minneapolis,  Minn. 


General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 


It  is  stated  that  the  coal  industry  of  West  Virginia  has  reached  a 
prominent  position  and  at  present  is  the  greatest  industry  of  the  state. 

The  Coal  &  Coke  railway,  in  the  vicinity  of  Elkins,  W.  Va.,  will  prob¬ 
ably  build  an  extension  of  its  road  to  Alexandria,  Va.,  in  the  near  future. 

The  Southern  railway  is  building  an  immense  coal  chute  at  Tuscumbia, 
Ala.,  which  will  be  the  largest  on  the  Memphis  division  of  that  road.  The 
structure  will  cost  several  thousand  dollars. 

The  first  human  imprint  of  a  man’s  foot  ever  discovered  in  anthracite 
coal  was  recently  found  by  a  miner  at  Nashville,  Tenn.  It  is  estimated  that 
the  imprint  must  have  been  made  10,000  years  ago. 

The  debates  by  the  academy  of  jurisprudence  at  Mexico_  City,  Mex.,  are 
growing  more  interesting  every  day.  The  question  of  modifying  the  exist¬ 
ing  mining  laws  is  one  which  it  seems  is  difficult  to  settle. 

John  B.  Brasher,  Madisonville,  Ky.,  recently  purchased  the  Royal  coal 
mines  at  that  point,  the  purchase  price,  it  is  understood,  being  $65,000.  It 
is  believed  that  Mr.  Brasher  will  operate  the  mines  himself. 

A  heavy  coal  train  of  thirty-eight  cars  coming  from  the  Mingo  valley 
in  Kentueky,  was  derailed  at  Middlesboro,  at  the  Yellow  creek  mines,  the 
engine  and  several  cars  crashing  through  three  miners’  cottages. 

Imre  Varady,  Birmingham,  Ala.,  has  brought  suit  against  the  Tennessee 
Coal,  Iron  &  Railway  Co.,  Birmingham,  to  recover  $10,000  damages,  alleged 
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to  be  due  him  on  account  of  an  accident  which  he  suffered  while  in  the 
employ  of  the  defendant  company. 

A  mimher  of  new  orders  have  been  received  lately  in  the  Birmingham 
(Ala.)  district  for  pig  iron.  The  steel  situation  is  also  reported  very 
active.  The  Tennessee  Coal,  Iron  &  Railway  Co.  have  over  120,000  tons 
of  steel  sold  for  delivery  next  year. 

A  new  mine  has  been  opened  by  the  Alabama  Steel  &  Wire  Co.  at  Al¬ 
toona,  Ala.,  which,  it  is  believed,  will  be  the  finest  mine  owned  by  this 
company.  The  vein  of  coal  to  be  developed  is  five  -feet  thick  at  the  opening 
and  grows  larger  as  it  goes  farther  in. 

The  district  officers  of  the  nineteenth  district  of  Tennessee  have  been 
in  conference  for  a  few  days  with  several  coal  companies  at  Tracy  City, 
Tenn.,  with  a  view  to  adjusting  the  wage  scale  for  the  coming  year.  A  set¬ 
tlement  satisfactory  to  all  concerned  has  been  reached. 

The  Tennessee  Coal,  Iron  &  Railway  Co.,  Birmingham,  Ala.,  has  made 
a  number  of  improvements  at  its  property  near  Ensley,  Ala.,  in  the  way  of 
new  and  up-to-date  buildings.  Over  two  hundred  four  and  five-room  houses 
have  been  built  for  the  miners  employed  by  the  company. 

N.  L.  Reynolds,  of  Bristol,  Tenn.,  will  have  charge  of  the  new  coal 
mines  which  will  be  developed  at  Petros  in  that  state  within  a  short  time. 
Mr.  Reynolds  is  an  experienced  mining  engineer,  having  recently  returned 
from  the  mines  in  West  Virginia  of  which  he  was  in  charge. 

A  few  days  ago,  when  the  Tennessee  Consolidated  Coal  Co.  attempted 
to  open  its  mines  at  Tracy  City,  Tenn.,  after  an  idleness  of  over  fourteen 
months,  four  men  were  shot  from  ambush,  one,  it  is  believed,  being  fatally 
injured.  The  company  has  refused  to  recognize  the  miners’  union. 

Dr.  George  S.  Wells,  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  has  brought  suit  against  the 
Wells  Coal  Co.,  of  that  city,  asking  for  an  accounting.  He  alleges  that 
money  received  from  the  sale  of  certain  property  belonging  to  the  company 
about  a  year  ago  was  not  prope'rly  divided  among  the  stockholders. 

It  is  reported  that  the  coal  trade  in  eastern  Kentucky  and  Tennessoi 
is  better  at  this  season  than  it  has  been  for  some  years.  The  mines,  howevei’, 
are  not  working  full  time,  although  it  is  expected  that  the  demand  will 
increase  shortly,  which  will  compel  the  mines  to  operate  at  full  capacity. 


The  bids  recently  received  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  for  the  coal  lands  of 
the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Nations,  in  Indian  Territory,  were  considered 
too  low,  as  the  highest  bid  was  only  $4,000  for  160  acres.  It  is  probable 
they  will  be  rejected  by  the  commission  having  the  matter  of  sale  in  charge. 

The  300  coke  ovens  at  Jasper,  Ala.,  which  have  been  idle  for  many 
months,  will  be  fired  up  in  a  short  time  operating  at  their  full  capacity. 
These  ovens  are  the  property  of  the  Sheffield  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  of  Jasper, 
and  were  purchased  from  the  Tennessee  Coal,  Iron  &  Railway  Co.  of  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Ala. 

The  citizens  of  Starkville,  Miss.,  near  Jackson,  recently  filed  a  petition 
asking  that  the  coal  rates  to  that  place  be  reduced,  alleging  that  freight  rates 
to  other  points  are  much  lower,  citing  one  instance,  the  rate  to  West  Point, 
which  is  thirty-five  cents  lower  than  that  to  Starkville,  although  the  distance 
is  about  the  same. 

The  Green  River  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Henderson,  Ky.,  recently  purchased 
the  properties  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  and  the  Arnold  Coal  Co.,  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  Green  River  company  is  incorporated  under  the  laws  of 
Kentucky  with  an  authorized  cap  tal  of  $100,000.  The  new  syndicate  will 
deal  in  all  kinds  of  minerals. 
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General  Review  of  .  tKe  Markets. 


The  conversation  of  the  ordinary  coal  man  concerning  busi¬ 
ness  conditions  for  five  minutes  would  show  conclusively  to  any  ob¬ 
servant  spectator  that  the  autumn  had  arrived  and  that  the  coal  in¬ 
dustry  was  again  on  the  up-grade.  There  would  be  reference  to  a 
car  shortage,  orders  from  the  domestic  trade,  higher  prices  and  other 
features  which  are  the  harbingers  of  activity  in  coal  lines.  Possibly 
this  coal  man,  if  he  was  doing  business  in  the  western  states,  might 
conclude  his  remark  with  some  assertion  to  the  effect  that  prices  were 
not  yet  what  they  ought  to  be,  but  even  in  the  west  he  would  admit 
they  were  some  better  than  they  were  thirty  days  ago,  and  that  he  had 
hopes  it  would  not  be  long  before  he  made  some  profit  on  the  product 
which  he  sold.  In  the  east  he  would  take  a  much  .more  encouraging 
view  of  the  situation,  and  possibly  might  be  so  busy  that  he  would  not 
have  time  to  discuss  conditions  because  he  was  devoting  all  of  his 
energies  to  filling  orders. 

A  careful  review  of  conditions  which  prevailed  the  first  of  Au¬ 
gust  in  all  branches  of  the  coal  industry,  compared  with  those  noted 
the  present  week,  shows  that  there  has  been  a  gradual  improvement. 
On  the  supposition  that  the  improvement  has  occurred,  and  at  a 
time  when  consumption  of  domestic  coal  has  not  really  commenced, 
the  future  does  not  look  nearly  so  bad  as  it  did  at  that  time. 

In  the  eastern  anthracite  trade  there  is  considerable  activity  this 
week,  which  is  hampered  somewhat  by  the  shortage  of  cars  at  the 
collieries.  Production  is  as  large  as  the  transportation  conditions  win- 
permit,  and  the  coal  is  being  absorbed  readily  on  current  orders  when 
it  goes  forward  to  distributing  points.  Much  of  the  new  business 
that  is  coming  to  the  eastern  shipping  agents  originates  in  remote 
parts  of  that  territory.  The  New  England  and  Canadian  territory  is 
a  heavy  purchaser  of  the  prepared  sizes  of  coal,  and  all  the  equip¬ 
ment  available  has  been  pressed  into  service  to  furnish  transporta¬ 
tion.  In  the  New  England  states  the  shoal-water  ports  are,  perhaps, 
the  most  active.  They  are  taking  a  large  tonnage  of  coal  and  the 
barge  service  coastwise  is  now  being  almost  entirely  utilized  for  the 
movement  of  coal,  whereas  a  few  weeks  ago  it  was  idle  part  of  the 
time.  Some  of  the  all-rail  points  in  New  England  are  not  as  actively 
in  the  market  as  they  usually  are  at  this  season  of  the  year,  but  this 
is  not  due  to  any  lack  of  desire  for  coal.  Local  conditions,  purely, 
constitute  the  factor  which  is  holding  back  this  business.  The  New 
York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  railroad  has  promised  its  patrons  bet¬ 
ter  transportation  facilities  as  soon  as  it  can  complete  certain  better¬ 
ments  which  are  under  way.  Work  is  progressing  and  within  a  few 
weeks  there  will  be  a  large  volume  of  this  business  moving.  The  east¬ 
ern  line  trade  is  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  but  will  take  additional 
coal  with  the  advancement  of  the  season.  Many  of  these  dealers  have 
limited  storage  room,  and  until  the  coal  begins  to  move  out  to  house¬ 
holders  they  can  not  take  in  additional  supplies. 

A  marked  improvement  is  noted  in  the  retail  demand  for  an¬ 
thracite  all  through  the  east.  Now  that  the  vacation  season  is  over, 
householders  are  in  the  market,  and  dealers  at  some  of  the  larger  cen¬ 
ters  are  fairly  busy.  In  New  York  city  there  is  a  good  retail  demand, 
and  the  recent  stagnation  at  Buffalo  has  almost  completely  disap¬ 
peared,  although  it  was  quite  pronounced  a  few  weeks  ago.  Baltimore 
is  not  buying  much  anthracite  at  retail  yet,  but  this  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  season  opens  later  at  that  point  than  in  the  more  north¬ 
erly  latitudes. 

Eastern  Bituminous  'Trade  Is  Ilealtliy. 

The  eastern  bituminous  trade  is  showing  a  decided  improvement. 
Eeports  indicate  that  the  mines  in  most  of  the  fields  which  supply 
tide-water  cities,  and  even  interior  points,  are  working  on  about  full ' 
time,  their  production  being  limited  only  by  the  supply  of  cars.  Coal 
at  destination  does  not  have  to  be  held  on  track  any  length  of  time, 
but  is  readily  absorbed  by  consumers  and  dealers,  idle  improvement 
has  been  so  marked  at  some  tide-water  points,  notably  New  York 
harbor,  that  prices  are  slightly  higher  than  they  were,  and  the  situa¬ 
tion  bears  every  evidence  of  strength.  In  the  all-rail  trade  the  short¬ 
age  of  cars  at  the  mines  is  most  pronounced,  and  there  are  some  in¬ 
terruptions  to  transportation  as  a  result.  Consumers  are  taking  more 


coal  in  this  branch  of  the  industry  than  can  be  supplied,  and  on  the 
part  of  the  large  interests  which  have  not  yet  covered  their  require¬ 
ments  there  has  been  more  of  an  indication  to  enter  into  yearly  obli¬ 
gations. 

Bunker  prices  for  next  year  are  a  factor  in  the  eastern  bitumi¬ 
nous  trade  and  are  attracting  a  large  amount  of  attention.  The 
announcement  of  the  new  prices  on  Pocahontas  and  New  River  coals 
last  week  was  followed  this  week  hy  the  announcement  of  bunkering 
prices  by  one  large  interest  producing  coal  in  the  Pennsylvania  field. 
This  price  is  $3.25  f.  o.  b.  New  York  harbor,  which  is  thought  hy 
some  in  the  trade  to  be  a  trifle  too  high.  Houhtless  these  conditions 
will  correct  themselves,  however,  and  when  all  the  interests  have 
named  their  figures  there  will  be  more  or  loss  unanimity  on  this 
point. 

Car  Shortage  Prevails  In  the  West. 

In  the  western  trade  shipping  companies  of  anthracite  complain 
that  business  has  not  yet  developed  so  that  it  can  lie  characterized 
as  active.  Most  of  the  sales  agents,  however,  have  about  all  the 
business  they  can  take  care  of  in  view  of  the  present  car  shortage. 
All-rail  coal  from  the  eastern  collieries  is  arriving  very  slowly,  due  to 
a  lack  of  cars  at  the  mines,  while  empty  cars  are  in  rather  short  sup¬ 
ply  at  some  of  the  western  dock  points.  If  there  was  as  active  a  de¬ 
mand  in  proportion  for  anthracite  in  the  west  as  there  is  in  the  east 
many  orders  would  have  to  go  unfilled  at  present,  due  to  the  lack 
of  cars. 

In  the  western  bituminous  trade  the  car  shortage  in  the  smoke¬ 
less  and  splint  fields  of  West  Virginia  looms  larger,  and  is  more  of 
a  factor  than  at  any  time  yet.  Some  idea  of  the  conditions  prevailing 
in  that  field  may  be  obtained  when  an  incident  which  recently  oc¬ 
curred  is  known.  A  large  shipping  company  desired  to  place  a 
cargo  at  one  of  the  lake  ports  and  diverted  seven  of  its  mines  to 
producing  coal  for  this  single  cargo.  Owing  to  the  car  shortage 
these  seven  mines  were  unable  to  produce  more  than  a  total  of  a 
hundred  tons  a  day.  Cars  could  not  be  obtained,  consequently  the 
mines  could  not  produce  at  anywhere  near  their  capacity.  As  a 
consequence  of  the  short  supply  of  cars  there  is  a  demand  in  excess 
of  the  available  supjily  of  coal,  and  prices  have  appreciated  materially. 
Smokeless  run-of-mine,  which  under  the  circular  should  sell  at  $1.10 
f.  0.  b.  the  mine,  has  commanded  a  premium  up  to  $1.25  in  some 
instances  in  the  Chicago  trade  during  the  past  week.  This  applies 
where  dealers  or  consumers  must  have  the  coal  and  tlieir  require¬ 
ments  are  so  urgent  they  can  not  delay  till  it  is  shipped.  The  regu¬ 
lar  companies  are  making  most  of  their  shipments  on  the  basis  of  tlie 
circular  price.  Smokeless  lump  and  egg  is  in  short  supply  and  is 
held  at  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  spot  coal  in  the  Chicago  market, 
whereas  the  circular  is  only  $1.85.  In  other  words,  spot  requirements 
demand  that  a  premium  of  fifteen  cents  a  ton  be  paid  to  secure  tin’s 
product.  This  is  only  an  indication  of  the  great  shortage  of  cars 
that  prevails.  The  whole  truth  would  make  an  interesting  cliapter 
in  the  history  of  the  smokeless  and  splint  industry. 

There  is  more  or  less  trouble  at  all  the  lake  points  concern¬ 
ing  the  delivery  of  coal  all-rail  for  trmisportation  in  boat  bottoms. 
In  the  Fairmont  field  there  is  a  better  supply  of  cars  than  almost  any 
other  part  of  West  Virginia,  but  Ohio  and  western  Rennsvlvania 
producers  can  not  secure  the  required  quota  and  it  begins  to  look  as 
if  the  amount  of  coal  moving  up  the  lakes  the  latter  part  of  the 
season  would  be  greatly  reduced  as  compared  with  a  year  ago,  owing 
to  this  cause. 

In  the  demand  for  western  bituminous  coals  at  Chicago  and 
other  distributing  points  there  has  been  a  gradual  improvement. 
High-grade  domestic  product  in  the  lump  and  egg  sizes  is  command¬ 
ing  a  slightly  better  price.  'I'liere  are  some  orders  and  a  largo  num¬ 
ber  of  inquiries  which  indicate  a  good  movement  during  the  fall  and 
winter,  unless,  of  course,  the  transportation  situation  should  boconie 
so  acute  as  to  seriously  interfere  with  production.  The  weakest  spot 
in  connection  with  western  coals  is  found  in  the  market  for  screen¬ 
ings.  Priees  arc  low  and  Chicago  is  oversupplied  with  the  fiiu'  siz('s. 
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Business  in  coal  in  the  west  has  not  been  quite 
as  active  this  week  as  was  expected,  considering 
the  general  stagnancy  that  has  prevailed  all  sum¬ 
mer  and  the  fact  that  much  coal  will  be  required 
for  current  requirements  with  the  opening  of 
the  domestic  season.  Dealers  seem  to  be  pursu¬ 
ing  a  waiting  policy  before  taking  in  the  product, 
and,  notwithstanding  the  many  conditions  which 
make  it  imperative  that  they  should  be  forehanded 
in  their  buying,  many  are  not  accepting  the  warn¬ 
ing,  but  are  still  pursuing  a  dilatory  policy.  Ihe 
expected  car  shortage,  accompanied  by  conges¬ 
tions  of  freight  at  terminal  and  junction  points, 
looms  larger  with  the  advancement  of  the  sea¬ 
son.  A  few  weeks  ago  it  was  confined  alrnost 
wholly  to  the  smokeless  fields  of  West  Virginia, 
and  no  one  outside  of  those  districts  gave  it  much 
attention.  Now,  in  nearly  all  coal  fields,  there 
is  talk  of  the  prospective  car  shortage,  and  in 
the  dock  territory  which  ordinarily  is  much  freer 
from  this  trouble  than  the  western  all-rail  trade, 
there  arc  already  complaints  that  sufficient  cars 
can  not  be  secured  to  meet  the  loading  capacity 
of  the  various  companies.  What  the  situation 
will  be  thirty  days  later,  when  the  grain  and 
merchandise  movement  is  in  full  swing  in  the 
west,  remains  to  be  seen,  but  from  present  indi¬ 
cations  it  is  safe  to  guess  that  there  will  be  more 
delays  in  getting  coal  forward  promptly  and 
dealers  will  have  more  trouble  in  keeping  their 
stocks  replenished,  after  consumers  begin  to  buy, 
than  has  been  experienced  since  the  great  an¬ 
thracite  strike. 

Producers  Exiiect  Illgiier  Prices. 

With  the  car  shortage  becoming  more  or  less 
of  a  factor,  producers  are  beginning  to  take  a 
more  cheerful  view  of  the  situation,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  the  future.  Those  who  have  a  large 
tonnage  obligated  on  contracts  are  the  only 
ones  who  regret  the  interference  to  transporta¬ 
tion  which  is  occurring  every  day  and  which 
will  become  more  important.  In  some  instances 
they  have  little  free  coal  to  sell,  and  naturally 
they  express  regret  at  any  cause  which  will  in¬ 
terfere  with  the  operation  of  their  mines  on  full 
time.  Those  operators  who  have  free  coal  to 
offer  are  cheerful  because  it  is  anticipated  that 
a  few  weeks  later  prices  will  be  in  better  shape 
than  at  present.  If  the  producing  companies  can 
not  get  out  the  coal  because  of  a  lack  of  cars, 
they  anticipate  that,  a  stringency  in  the  supply 
will  be  created  very  quickly,  and  that  naturally 
the  law  of  supply  and  demand  in  its  operation 
will  advance  prices  very  rapidly  in  event  there  is 
such  shortage  in  the  supply.  Almost  any  change 
that  will  result  in  better  prices  than  those  pre¬ 
vailing  and  those  which  have  ruled  during  the 
summer  will  be  welcomed.  It  is  thought  that  if 
prices  can  once  more  be  restored  to  something 
like  a  reasonable  basis  they  will  continue  through¬ 
out  the  winter. 

Consider  Prospects  for  a  Strike. 

There  is  already  considerable  speculation 
among  western  operators  and  shippers  as  to  the 
likelihood  of  labor  troubles  next  spring  at  the 
expiration  of  the  present  wage  contracts.  It  is 
almost  too  early  to  speculate  on  what  may  occur 
on  April  first,  inasmuch  as  neither  side  to  the 
present  agreement  has  any  tangible  information 
as  to  what  the  other  will  do.  Should  business 
throughout  the  winter  continue  on  the  basis  of 
present  prices  for  bituminous  coal,  there  is  little 
question  but  what  the  operators  would  demand  a 
further  reduction  in  the  wage  scale.  I  hey  feel 
the  necessity  of  this  owing  to  the  increasing 
competition  from  the  fields  vyhere  non-union  labor 
is  employed.  This  tonnage  is  more  of  a  factor  in 
competition  with  union  coal  than  it  was  a  year 
ago,  and  as  the  union  has  made  no  progress  in 
members,  but  rather  has  lost  ground  since  the 
present  agreement  was  signed,  operators  who  are 
parties  to  the  agreement  feel  such  competition 
keenly,  and  to  protect  themselves  realize  they 
must  reduce  the  cost  of  mining  the  coal  in  some 
way.  The  only  reasonable  manner  in  which 
they  can  secure  a  lower  cost  is  to  secure  a  re¬ 


duction  in  the  wage  scale.  'I  he  miners  have  not 
indicated  whether  they  would  accept  such  a  re¬ 
duction  as  might  be  proposed  or  not.  It  is 
doubtful  if  the  matter  has  been  seriously  con¬ 
sidered  by  their  officials,  but  it  is  almost  equally 
certain  they  would  resist  any  further  reduction 
in  the  wages.  Whether  their  resistance  would 
go  to  the  point  of  an  open  rupture  of  the  present 
relations  existing  between  the  operators  and  min¬ 
ers  remains  to  be  seen.  Under  any  circumstances 
there  is  a  feeling  that  it  might,  but  to  predict 
that  such  will  occur  at  this  writing  is  absolutely 
foolish,  because  negotiations  have  not  been 
opened  between  the  two  interests  and  will  not 
be  for  four  and  a  half  months  to  come. 

Anthracite  Shows  Improvement  at  Itetall. 

The  western  anthracite  trade  remains  more  or 
less  quiet,  but  if  there  was  any  volume  of  busi¬ 
ness  shipping  agents  would  be  hard  pressed 
to  secure  sufficient  coal  to  meet  their  orders. 
The  car  situation  in  the  region  is  becoming 
critical,  and  receipts  of  all-rail  coal  at  Chicago 
and  other  western  points  have  fallen  off  to  a 
remarkable  extent.  Evidently  the  eastern  rail¬ 
roads  are  giving  the  short  haul  the  preference  in 
the  present  emergency,  in  order  to  move  as  large 
a  tonnage  as  possible.  Doubtless  they  will  con¬ 
tinue  this  policy  largely  during  the  next  thirty 
days,  and  perhaps  longer.  This  may  result  in 
an  increased  movement  of  coal  by  way  of  the 
great  lakes,  but  where  buyers  are  wholly  depend¬ 
ent  on  rail  deliveries  they  may  have  some  diffi¬ 
culty  in  securing  supplies  when  they  are  re¬ 
quired.  One  large  shipping  company  in  the  Chi¬ 
cago  market  reports  this  week  that  it  has  not 
received  a  car  of  all-rail  coal  vyithin  the  past 
fortnight,  and  that  it  is  confining  its  shipments 
almost  wholly  to  dock  coal.  The  movement 
from  docks  is  hampered  more  or  less  by  the 
shortage  of  cars  in  the  western  trade.  At  one 
large  dock,  where  the  loading  capacity  is  easily 
fifty  cars  a  day,  the  quota  of  box  cars  has  not 
exceeded  fifteen  for  any  one  day  during  the  past 
week.  This  indicates  that  the  supply  of  empty 
cars  is  not  very  heavy,  but  shows  that  when  the 
fall  activity  commences  many  dealers  will  be 
obliged  to  go  unsupplied  with  coal.  Possibly 
this  is  one  of  the  worst  instances  of  the  short¬ 
age  of  cars,  but  other  dock  interests  are  suffer¬ 
ing  to  a  greater  or  lesser  extent. 

The  retail  demand  in  the  west  is  not  yet  very 
active,  although  the  chilly  weather  the  early 
part  of  the  week,  with  a  touch  of  fall  in  it_,  re¬ 
sulted  in  some  orders  being  placed.  As  it  is 
generally  conceded  that  consumers  in  the  west 
have  bought  less  coal  this  summer  than  for  some 
time  past,  when  demand  becomes  a  reality  deal¬ 
ers  anticipate  that  their  facilities  for  delivering 
coal  will  be  taxed  to  the  utmost. 

“Private”  coal  continues  to  be  offered  in  the 
west  at  less  than  circular  prices.  This  applies 
particularly  to  the  product  which  heretofore  has 
been  sold  in  the  east  largely,  but  which  came 
to  the  west  last  month  when  demand  in  the 
original  territory  in  which  it  was  sold  would 
not  absorb  it.  Shipping  companies  anticipate 
that  when  the  regular  season  of  activity  com¬ 
mences  there  will  not  be  much  trouble  on  ac¬ 
count  of  this  coal,  however,  as  it  will  be  sold 
nearer  to  the  point  where  it  is  produced. 

Smokeless  Coals  Continue  Firm. 

The  smokeless  situation  remains  in  about  the 
same  condition  as  a  week  ago.  All  grades  of 
standard  coal  have  been  in  light  supply  in  the 
Chicago  market  and  the  western  all-rail  trade, 
while  the  extreme  car  shortage  in  the  region  has 
resulted  in  delays  in  moving  this  product  to 
lake  loading  ports  for  shipments  to  dock  points. 
Some  companies  have  moved  very  little  tonnage 
to  lake  ports  for  September  delivery,  while  others 
have  not  moved  any.  As  most  of  this  coal  must 
reach  the  docks,  before  the  close  of  the  month,  it 
is  probable  that  the  all-rail  trade  will  be  in  short 
supply  during  the  next  thirty  days.  Present  de¬ 
mand  for  spot  coal  in  the  Chicago  market  is  not 
heavy,  but  the  supply  is  inadequate  to  meet  re- 
ciuirements,  and  run-of-mine  has  commanded  a 
slight  premium  during  the  week  over  the  cir¬ 
cular  basis.  Sales  have  been  reported  from  $1.10, 


Ihe  circular  price  at  the  mine,  up  to  $1.25  where 
coal  was  urgently  needed  on  the  spot.  On  this 
basis  the  Chicago  price  has  been  $3.15@3.30  f.  o. 
b.  this  city.  Demand  for  lump  and  egg  coal  at  the 
new  figures  generally  asked  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
or  $4.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  is  rather  inclined  to 
be  light,  but  the  shortage  of  cars  is  holding  back 
shipments,  and,  therefore,  supply  is  not  quite  up 
to  requirements  in  this  grade  either.  With 
heavy  shipments  to  go  forward  to  tide  and  to 
lake  ports,  the  indications  all  point  to  a  very 
steady  market  on  the  leading  descriptions  of  the 
product  throughout  the  month. 

West  Virginia  splint  coals  are  also  some  firmer 
than  they  were,  owing  to  the  stringency  in  the 
car  supply  on  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad 
and  the  other  lines  where  this  coal  originates. 
I'here  is  not  a  large  volume  of  new  business, 
but  there  is  less  coal  than  there  is  demand,  so 
that  the  situation  is  ruling  steady.  Standard 
grades  of  splint  are  held  on  the  basis  of  $1.35@ 
1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or  $3.25@3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago.  Occasionally  a  car  may  be  offered  below 
these  figures,  but  most  of  the  new  orders  are 
being  accepted  within  this  range  of  prices. 

The  Market  On  Fairmont  Coal. 

Fairmont  coal  holds  steady  at  about  the  former 
range  of  prices.  'I'here  is  some  complaint  of  a 
shortage  of  cars  at  the  mines,  but  there  is  suffi¬ 
cient  coal  in  the  Chicago  market  to  meet  all  re¬ 
quirements.  Prices  for  three-quarter  coal  are 
held  on  the  basis  of  90c@$1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mines, 
or  $2.80@3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Some  coal  has 
been  offered  in  the  Chicago  market  below  thpe 
figures,  but  there  have  been  reasons  for  selling 
it  at  a  sacrifice,  the  prices  quoted  generally  in¬ 
dicating  the  prevailing  trading  prices.  Run-of- 
mine  coal  from  this  field  for  shipment  to  points 
east  of  Chicago  is  quoted  at  80@95c  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine.  Very  little  of  this  coal  comes  into  the  Chi¬ 
cago  market. 

In  the  Youghiogheny  trade  there  is  very  little 
movement  aside  from  that  under  cohtract  obliga¬ 
tions.  Three*quarter  coal  in  the  Chicago  mar¬ 
ket  is  held  at  $1.10(g!1.20  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or 
$3.00@3.10  f.  o.  b.  this  city. 

Very  little  Hocking  coal  is  offered  in  the  rail 
trade  below  the  circular  basis  for  standard 
grades,  'fhe  advance  in  the  prices  f.  o.  b.  docks 
seems  to  have  been  beneficial  in  the  rail  trade 
and  is  resulting  in  a  steadier  range  of  prices. 
Supply  coming  forward  is  about  equal  to  the  re¬ 
quirements,  so  that  the  market  is  in  healthy  con¬ 
dition.  All-rail  coal  is  offered  at  $1.35  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines  for  western  shipment,  or  $.3.00  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  These  prices  seem  to  be  maintained  in 
the  majority  of  cases. 

The  weakest  feature  in  connection  with  west¬ 
ern  coals  is  the  oversupply  of  screenings.  While 
the  situation  does  not  seem  to  be  quite  as  bad  as 
it  was  a  week  ago,  there  is  a  larger  tonnage  in 
the  Chicago  terminals  than  is  required  by  manu¬ 
facturing  interests  for  immediate  consumption. 
Possibly  this  will  be  cleaned  up  without  very 
much  trouble,  as  the  demand  will  increase  from 
this  time  forward. 

Western  Domestic  Coals  are  Firmer. 

Western  domestic  coals  seem  to  be  slightly 
firmer  than  they  were  and  there  is  not  so  much 
demurrage  product  under  offer.  Possibly  these 
coals  as  a  whole  are  five  to  ten  cents  higher  per 
ton  than  they  were  a  week  ago. 

Sullivan  county  domestic  lump  is  held  quite 
firmly  by  the  large  interests  at  •$1.35@1.50  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines  for  sizes  ranging  from  four  to  six 
inches.  'I'his  makes  the  Chicago  price  $2.15@ 
2.30  f.  o.  b.  Run-of-mine  coal  in  some  hands  is 
rather  weak,  but  the  prevailing  range  of  prices 
is  $1.65@1.S0  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  or  85c@$1.00  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines.  Screenings  can  be  freely  bought  at 
$1.25(^1.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  while  there  have 
been  times  during  the  week  when  they  have  sold 
at  some  lower  figures. 

In  the  Carterville  trade  the  situation  remains 
unchanged.  Demand  has  not  been  active,  but 
prices  are  maintained  rather  more  firmly 
they  were.  Six-inch  lump  is  quoted  at_  $1.35(® 
1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  for  shipment  outside  of 
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Chicago.  Some  coal  is  brought  into  this  city  and 
offered  at  lower  figures.  Egg  coal  is  held  at 
prices  ten  cents  lower  than  the  lump  _  sizes. 
Washed  coal  is  holding  to  a  firmer  basis  than 
formerly  and  on  some  of  the  sizes  the  market 
is  in  good  condition — much  better  than  it  has 
been  in  several  months.  As  this  coal  goes  large¬ 
ly  into  domestic  consumption,  it  is  assumed  that 
it  will  adhere  more  closely  to  the  circular  basis 
throughout  the  next  six  months. 

Springfield  coals  show  little  change  from  last 
week.  Domestic  lump  product  is  quoted  on  the 
basis  of  $1.25@1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or  $2.00@ 
3.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Egg  coal  is  offered  at 


prices  ten  cents  lower  per  ton.  Run-of-mine 
coal  is  weak  in  some  hands,  and  prices  show  a 
range  of  $1.55(031.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  or  80@90c 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  Inch  and  a  quarter  lump  for 
fueling  purposes  is  steady  on  the  basis  of  $1.00(@ 
1.15  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.75@1.!)0  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago.  Screenings  are  inclined  to  be  weak  in 
some  hands  and  are  quoted  at  25@35c  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine,  or  $1.00@1.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Brazil  block  lump  coal  is  held  steady  at  $2.00 
f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or  $2.80  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  with  a 
charge  of  ten  cents  extra  for  coal  loaded  in  box 
cars.  Block  screenings  continue  'weak  and  are 
offered  at  10(g25c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  90c@ 


$1.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  according  to  the  urgency 
with  which  they  must  be  moved. 

In  the  coke  trade  there  has  been  an  upturn  to 
the  market.  'The  shortage  of  cars  in  the  region 
has  resulted  in  restricted  shipments  for  the  open 
market,  and  prices  are  accordingly  firmer,  while 
demand  is  much  more  active  than  it  was.  Con- 
nellsville  seventy-two  hour  foundry  coke  is  held 
on  the  basis  of  $2.25Ca;2.50  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens,  or 
$4.90(g5.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Pocahontas  and 
other  high-grade  cokes  from  West  Virginia 
rule  at  prices  slightly  lower  than  those  on  Con- 
nellsville.  Gas-house  coke  is  steady  on  the  basic 
of  $3.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 


Market  Conditions  and  Trade  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Sept.  7. 

The  general  tone  of  this  market  is  one  of  im¬ 
provement.  The  demand  is  strong,  there  is  a  con¬ 
stant  tendency  toward  higher  prices  in  all  grades 
of  coal,  but  the  car  supply  is  fully  as  bad  as  it 
has  been  for  several  weeks.  There  seems  tp  be  no 
immediate  outlook  for  an  improvement  in  the 
car  service,  but  on  the  other  hand  it  is  more  than 
likely  that  a  recent  order  put  into  effect  on  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad  will  have  a  strong 
tendency  toward  increasing  the  dissatisfaction 
that  now  ekists  among  the  producers  of  coal  on 
that  road.  The  order  alluded  to  prohibits  the 
loading  of  forty  and  fifty  ton  hopper  bottom  cars 
for  any  point  except  tidewater.  As  most  of  the 
hopper  bottom  cars  are  of  the  forty  and  fifty 
ton  capacity,  it  can  be  clearly  seen  that  a  large 
car  tonnage  will  be  at  once  diverted  from  this 
district.  Cars  seem  to  be  scarcer  on  all  the  rail¬ 
roads.  Up  to  this  time  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
and  the  Norfolk  &  Western  were  in  the  worst 
condition,  and  were  the  principal  offenders.  While 
these  two  roads  are  still  holding  that  undesirable 
reputation,  the  other  railroads  are  furnishing  a 
smaller  and  smaller  number  of  cars  for  the 
transportation  of  coal,  and  general  complaint  is 
being  made  concerning  it. 

The  demand  for  coal  is  good  everywhere.  There 
is  probably  not  a  coal  company  in  this  district 
that  has  not  received  a  great  many  more  orders 
for  coal  lately  than  it  could  fill,  and  there  are,  of 
course,  more  and  more  unfilled  orders.  The  great 
shortage  of  cars  makes  the  apparent  demand  for 
coal  seem  greater. 

Coal  Prices  Are  Very  Firm. 

Prices  on  all  grades  of  coal  are  very  firm.  The 
recent  action  of  the  New  River  and  Pocahontas 
shippers,  in  cancelling  all  unfilled  orders  on  the 
last  day  of  August,  has  not  made  the  disturbance 
in  the  trade  that  it  was  predicted  by  many  would 
occur.  Almost  without  exception,  dealers  artd 
others  who  had  coal  “coming  to  them’’  have  sent 
in  their  orders  for  September  shipment  at  stiff 
advances,  and  now  the  statement  is  made  by  the 
leading  producers  that  they  are  still  behind  in 
their  orders,  and  that  in  all  probability  they  will 
not  be  able  to  deliver  during  September  all  the 
coal  sold  for  delivery  this  month.  The  current 
price  for  Pocahontas  and  New  River  lump  and 
egg  is  $2.00  a  ton  at  the  mines,  with  run-of-mine 
in  fair  demand  at  $1.10  a  ton.  Kanawha,  Fair¬ 
mont,  Thacker,  and  similar  grades  of  lump  are 
selling  readily  at  $1.35@1.50  a  ton  at  the  mines. 
War  Eagle  smokeless  lump  and  egg  is  worth 
$1.75  at  the  mines  on  the  Norfolk  &  Western 
railroad.  Kanawha  nut  and  slack  ranges  from 
60  cents  a  ton  upward.  River  lump  is  selling 
steadily  at  7@7l4c  a  bushel  for  lump,  and 
5k2C  a  bushel  for  nut  and  slack  afloat  in  barges. 
Two  or  three  additional  tows  of  Kanawha  coal 
arrived  during  the  week,  an  incident  that  is 
almost  unprecedented  for  this  time  of  the  year. 
All  the  river  dealers  are  now  assured  of  an  ample 
supply  of  coal  to  last  them  until  cold  weather, 
even  if  the  river  should  not  furnish  transportation 
until  the  regular  fall  rains  cause  the  streams  to 
swell. 

Focal  IJetail  Business  Satisfactory. 

The  local  retail  business  contiues  very  satis¬ 
factory.  The  predicted  advances  were  made  in 
anthracite  and  Pocahontas. and  New  River.  The 
river  dealers  prevented  the  price  of  ordinary 


splint  coal  being  advanced  at  retail  on  the  first  of 
the  month.  The  reason  they  gave  was  that  they 
all  have  large  supplies  afloat.  Most  of  the  rail 
dealers  were  anxious  to  have  the  price  advanced. 
It  is  still  $3.25  a  ton  for  splint  coal  delivered  in 
the  business  part  of  the  city.  Anthracite  is  now 
worth  $7.50  and  Pocahontas  and  New  River 
$4.00.  Gas  coke  is  selling  at  0@10c  a  bushel. 
Steam  coal  prices  are  as  follows :  Pittsburg  nut 
and  slack,  $3.00 ;  smokeless,  $2.35 ;  Luhrig,  $1.75, 
and  all  other  kinds  $1.90.  Run-of-mine  ranges  at 
$2.15@2.50. 

There  is  little,  if  any  change  in  coke.  The 
demand  for  both  furnace  and  foundry  is  fairly 
active,  and  former  quotations  are  being  main¬ 
tained. 

Xotlce  From  Railroad  Causes  Consternation. 

An  official  notice  from  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
railroad  is  causing  a  great  deal  of  consternation 
among  the  principal  shippers  in  this  district,  on 
account  of  that  road  allowing  no  more  hopper 
bottom  cars  to  be  loaded  for  this  district.  The 
notice  in  full  is  as  follows : 

“Effective  September  fourth,  1905,  and  con¬ 
tinuing  until  further  notice,  coal  cars  can  be 
loaded  as  follows: 

“50  ton  H  B  Gs  can  be  loaded  to  tidewater  only. 

“40  ton  H  B  Gs  can  be  loaded  to  tidewater  only. 

“30  ton  H  B  Gs  can  be  loaded  to  all  points  ex¬ 
cept  tidewater. 

"50  ton  F  B  Gs  twin  drops  can  be  loaded  to  all 
points  (except  tidewater  and  beyond  East  St. 
Louis,  Chicago,  Michigan  and  lake  ports). 

“40  ton  F  B  Gs  can  be  loaded  to  all  points 
(except  tidewater). 

“30  ton  F  B  Gs  can  be  loaded  to  all  points 
(except  tidewater). 

“25  ton  F  B  Gs  can  be  loaded  to  all  points 
(except  tidewater). 

“Coke  Racks — Load  to  furnaces  on  C.  &  O.  Ry. 
only. 

News  Notes  and  I’ersonals.  ;  i 

Capt.  J.  R.  Seal,  of  the  Standard  Coal  Co., 
Charleston,  W.  Va.,  spent  several  days  here  this 
week. 

The  Stone  Brown  Coal  Co.  has  moved  from 
the  Union  Trust  building  to  1306  First  National 
bank  building. 

N.  H.  Franklin,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Thacker  company,  spent  several  days  this  week 
here  on  business. 

William  Marmet,  president  of  the  Marmet  Coal 
Co.,  has  returned  from  his  vacation,  which  he 
spent  in  the  east. 

C.  W.  Poysell,  manager  of  wholesale  sales  of 
the  Marmet  Coal  Co.,  returned  a  day  or  two  ago 
from  his  vacation,  which  was  spent  on  the  lakes. 

Capt.  Edwin  Marmet,  vice-president  and 
general  manager  of  the  Marmet  Coal  Co.,  is  at 
the  mines  this  week,  looking  after  some  improve¬ 
ments  being  made  there. 

E.  F.  Miller,  a  leading  coal  dealer  of  Indian¬ 
apolis,  Ind.,  was  in  Cincinnati  Saturday  stocking 
up  on  several  grades  of  coal.  He  reports  busi¬ 
ness  very  good  with  him. 

S.  F.  Dana,  president  of  the  Campbells  Creek 
Coal  Co.,  returned  during  the  week  from  his 
beautiful  summer  home  in  the  Thousand  Islands. 
He  has  been  away  all  summer. 

William  Sweeny,  well  known  in  the  local  coal 
trade,  is  out  again,  after  a  severe  illness.  lie  has 


been  east  for  eight  or  ten  weeks,  and  is  much 
improved  as  a  result  of  his  trip. 

J.  C.  Wheeler,  sales  agent,  and  W.  W. 
McGuffiif,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  New 
River  Coal  Sales  Co.,  have  just  returned  from 
a  pleasure  trip  through  the  upper  lake  region. 

W.  B.  Saunders,  general  sales  agent  for  one  of 
the  popular  erades  of  Virginia  anthracite,  is 
traveling  in  the  northwest,  and  reports  having 
sold  25,000  tons  of  his  product  during  th's  trip. 

E.  P.  Merrill,  superintendent  of  the  United 
States  Coal  &  Oil  Co.,  of  Logan,  W.  Va.,  spent 
part  of  the  week  here  with  the  officials  of  the 
Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  wdiich  is  the  selling 
company  of  the  United  States  Co. 

R.  A.  Jaynes,  general  manager  of  the  Darby  ' 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  is  spending  the  week  at  the 
mines  of  the  company  in  Virginia.  This  com¬ 
pany  is  constantly  increasing  its  output  of  one  of 
the  finest  domestic  coals  on  the  market. 

T.  E.  Houston,  vice-president  of  the  Thacker 
company,  is  the  latest  prominent  coal  man  to  make 
Cincinnati  his  home.  He  has  purchased  a  hand¬ 
some  residence  in  Clifton,  one  of  the  aristocratic 
suburbs  of  this  city,  and  has  moved  his  family 
here. 

The  Big  Hill  Coal  Co.  has  just  closed  a  con¬ 
tract  to  supply  the  Lakeland  insane  asylum,  near 
Louisville,  with  coal  during  the  coming  year. 
This  institution  takes  a  large  tonnage,  and  Big 
Hill  received  the  contract  after  numerous  tests 
had  been  made. 

A  representative  of  the  American  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  St.  Albans,  W.  Va.,  and  Edw^ard  Be’ster. 
of  the  same  company,  but  with  headquarters  in 
Chicago,  were  here  Wednesday,  closing  up  a 
deal  by  which  they  will  sell  the  output  of  their 
Black  Band  mine  to  George  M.  Halm  &  Co., 
of  this  city. 

H.  G.  Cass,  of  the  firm  of  Hamilton  &  Shaffer, 
Hamilton.  Ohio,  was  here  during  the  week,  and 
was  a  welcome  visitor  at  a  number  of  coal  offices. 
Hamilton  &  Shaffer,  besides  selling  most  of  the 
coal  consumed  in  Hamilton,  do  d  considerable 
jobbing  business  and  are  one  of  the  most  progres¬ 
sive  concerns  in  that  district. 

Alexander  Cunninghame  wired  his  office  that  he 
arrived  safely  from  Europe  on  Tuesday  afternoon, 
but  that  he  would  not  be  home  for  several  days. 
Mr.  Cunninghame  is  president  of  the  Luhrig  Coal 
Co.,  and  general  manager  of  the  Arkansas  .An¬ 
thracite  Coal  Co.,  and  is  one  of  the  most  widely 
known  coal  men  in  the  country. 

The  Globe  Register  Co.,  manufacturers  of  au¬ 
tographic  registers,  has  just  completed  some  im¬ 
provements  in  its  machines  which  will  make 
them  worth  the  time  of  any  coal  man  to  investi¬ 
gate.  The  Globe  register  is  in  use  in  nearly 
every  modern  coal  office  in  the  land.  This  com¬ 
pany  has  been  compelled  to  add  two  or  three 
new  printing  presses  to  its  equipment,  to  provide 
for  its  orders. 

One  of  the  large  wholesale  coal  concerns  has 
a  problem  on  its  hands  in  deciding  what  to  do 
until  nine  hundred  dollars’  worth  of  men's  socks. 

1  his  concern  has  been  selling  a  southern  manu¬ 
facturing  company  coal  for  a  long  time,  and  con- 
shlcred  the  account  quite  good.  Suddenly  the 
purchaser  reported  that  it  was  in  financial  dif¬ 
ficulty,  in  that  it  had  plenty  of  manufactured 
product,  hut  little  available  cash.  The  coal  com 
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l)aiiy  became  insistent  upon  a  settlement,  and 
finally  accepted  nearly  a  thousand  dcjllars’  worth 
of  socks.  Now  it  is  wondering  what  it  will  do 
with  them. 


The  Missouri  River  Trade. 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Sept.  7. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence?) — There  has  been  a  decided  and  most 
welcome  improvement  in  the  bituminous  coal 
trade  of  the  southwest  since  September  first. 
There  is  a  touch  of  frost  in  the  air  these  nights 
which  reminds  consumers  that  winter  is  ap¬ 
proaching  and  sends  them  to  the  telephone  or 
coal  offices  with  advance  orders  for  fuel.  There 
is  much  room  for  further  iniDrovement  in  the 
coal  trade,  hut  it  is  good  in  comparison  with  the 
months  of  June,  July  and  August,  when  dust 
gathered  on  the  desks  of  the  coal  dealers  and 
orders  were  few  and  widely  separated. 

But  the  coal  dealer  is  now  smiling,  not  so 
much  over  present  trade  realizations  as  in  antici¬ 
pation  of  a  profitable  fall  and  winter  business. 
Advance  orders  are  plentiful,  and  with  a  normal 
winter  there  should  be  a  good  demand  for  coal 
until  next  spring.  Last  winter  was  extremely 
mild,  with  only  a  few  weeks  of  cold  weather, 
so  that  it  was  found  impossible  to  advance  prices 
during  the  season.  Judging  by  the  past,  dealers 
are  confident  that  this  part  of  the  country  will 
not  experience  two  mild  winters  in  succession. 
In  addition,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  will  not  be  sup¬ 
plied  with  natural  gas  this  winter,  as  was  ex¬ 
pected,  and  this  threatened  menace  to  the  do¬ 
mestic  coal  trade  is  put  aside  for  at  least  another 
year. 

Trade  Indications  are  Tromlslng. 

These  good  prospects  relate  chiefly  to  the  do¬ 
mestic  trade.  In  the  transportation  and  manu¬ 
facturing  fields  the  trade  indications  are  just  as 
promising.  The  railroads  of  the  southwest  will 
be  busy  this  fall  and  winter  hauling  the  big 
wheat  and  corn  crops  to  market.  They  are  busy 
now  and  will  need  every  available  car  to  handle 
the  big  cereal  harvest,  the  coal,  merchandise  and 
other  traffic  of  the  growing  southwest.  All  of 
the  manufacturing  plants  are  running  full  force 
and  many  new  ones  have  been  started  during 
the  past  year,  so  that  tlie  demand  for  steam  coal 
promises  to  be  greater  than  ever.  The  competi¬ 
tion  of  natural  gas  and  oil  from  Kansas  and  the 
Indian  Territory  has  been  felt  and  probably  will 
be  felt  more,  but  the  price  of  neither  is  yet  low 
enough  to  supplant  coal  with  many  big  consum¬ 
ers,  who  are  able  to  buy  in  carload  or  trainload 
lots. 

The  wholesale  and  retail  prices  on  coal  are 
too  low,  but  an  advance  is  contemplated  on 
October  first.  On  July  first  the  prices  on  bitumi¬ 
nous  coal  in  Kansas  City  were  reduced  from 
twenty-five  to  fifty  cents  a  ton  to  stimulate  stor¬ 
age  for  winter  use  by  domestic  consumers.  The 
prices  were  lower  than  they  had  been  for  years, 
but  they  did  not  evoke  the  flood  of  orders  that 
was  expected.  On  September  first  the  dealers 
announced  that  the  summer  schedule  would  be 
continued  throughout  September,  with  an  ad- 
■  vance,  probably,  on  October  first.  This  had  the 
effect  of  creating  business  at  once. 

Consumers  forgot  their  experience  of  three 
years  ago  in  Kansas  City.  Few  bought  coal  in 
the  summer,  and  when  winter  came  bituminous 
coal 'went  up  fifty  cents  a  ton  and  semi-anthracite 
$1.00.  A  severe  snow  storm’  in  the  middle  of 
the  winter  caused  a  shortage  of  coal,  the  rail¬ 
roads  confiscated  whole  trainloads,  and  some 
dealers  charged  exorbitant  prices  for  fuel.  For 
two  summers  consumers  bought  coal  and  stored 
it,  but  as  there  was  no  advance  in  prices  last 
winter  they  became  careless  and  neglected  to 
order  the  past  summer.  Many  of  them  thought 
Kansas  City  would  have  natural  gas  this  winter, 
but  most  of  them  have  decided  that  it  is  about 
time  to  put  in  a  supply  of  coal. 

Notes  of  the  Soutliwestern  Field. 

The  strike  of  more  than  400  miners  at  the 
Home  and  Riverside  coal  mines  in  Leavenworth, 
Kas.,  is  still  in  progress.  The  strike  was  caused 
by  a  controversy  over  the  question  of  weights, 
the  miners  claiming  that  they  were  being  de¬ 
frauded. 

W.  A.  Swan,  of  Pittsburg,  Kas.,  has  bought 
the  Mohawk  Coal  Co.,  of  that  city.  The  com¬ 
pany  has  been  operated  to  supply  the  Pittsburg 
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Vitrified  Brick  Works.  The  property  includes 
220  acres  of  coal  lands.  About  250  men  are 
employed  in  the  mine.  I'he  purchase  price  is  not 
named. 

A  vein  of  coal,  said  to  be  several  feet  in  thick¬ 
ness,  has  been  discovered  near  McPherson,  in 
the  central  part  of  Kansas,  at  a  depth  of  1,800 
feet.  'I'he  company  which  discovered  the  coal 
was  drilling  for  oil.  The  discovery  is  of  impor¬ 
tance,  as  hitherto  coal  has  not  been  found  in 
that  part  of  Kansas. 

The  Santa  Fe  railway,  which  made  a  test  of 
fuel  oil  on  its  engines  in  Kansas,  will  continue 
to  burn  coal  in  that  state.  'I'he  oil  test  was  not 
satisfactory  and  the  oil-burning  engines  w'ere 
sent  to  the  Pacific  coast  division,  'fhe  Frisco 
railway  is  burning  oil  on  some  of  its  switch  en¬ 
gines  in  Kansas  City,  but  officials  of  the  road 
say  that  oil  will  not  be  used  instead  of  coal 
to  haul  its  freight  and  passenger  trains. 


West  Virginia  Mining  Field. 

Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  Sept.  7. —  (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — On  the  first  of  the  present  month 
the  Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  through  its  local  agent, 
J.  C.  McKinley,  made  a  cut  in  the  price  of 
Monongahela  lump  coal  furnished  to  the  retail 
trade  in  this  city.  The  price  formerly  was  $2.75 
a  ton  and  it  will  now  sell  at  $2.50  a  ton,  deliv¬ 
ered  to  consumers  as  before. 

It  is  announced  that  the  reduction  has  no  par¬ 
ticular  significance  and  applies  solely  to  this 
point,  hence  is  purely  a  local  matter.  It  has 
no  reference  to  any  other  kind  than  Monongah 
lump,  which  is  a  favorite  kind  of  coal  for  retail 
consumption. 

The  Fairmont  company  has  just  acquired  the 
property  of  the  Southern  Coal  &  Transportation 
Co.  at  Berrysburg,  in  Barbour  county.  The  pur¬ 
chase  was  made  by  Clarence  W.  Watson  and  J. 
H.  Wheelwright,  acting  for  the  Consolidated 
Coal  Co.,  a  concern  allied  with  the  Fairmont 
and  Somerset  companies,  and  it  was  on  .a  cash 
basis.  Besides  the  mines  and  coking  ovens  the 
purchase  includes  a  tract  of  5,000  acres,  and  it 
is  on  the  whole  a  very  important  acquisition. 
'I'he  change  of  ownership  will  not  interfere  with 
contracts  made  by  the  company  and  the  new 
owners  intend  to  make  certain  improvernents  in 
the  near  future  which  will  very  materially  in¬ 
crease  the  output. 

Fairmont  May  Buy  Otlier  Mines. 

The  branching  out  of  the  Fairmont  people 
into  the  Tygarts  valley  territory,  as  in  this  in¬ 
stance,  may  be  taken  to  mean  that  they  will  con¬ 
tinue  the  process  of  expansion  wherever  desir¬ 
able  properties  take  their  eye,  and  that  other 
properties  in  Barbour  county  may  be  gathered  in¬ 
to  the  fold  before  the  year  is  out.  These  inter¬ 
ests  universally  make  a  success  of  all  they  take 
hold  of  and  their  coming  is  generally  welcomed 
in  commuriiities  where  mines  have  not  been 
worked  formerly  on  a  steady  basis. 

In  another  week  or  so  the  Maryland  Coal  Co. 
will  be  operating  a  new  mine  in  Taylor  county, 
at  the  new  town  of  Windle.  New  houses  for 
employes  have  been  constructed  and  a  regular 
vilHge  has  been  created  before  mining  a  ton 
of  coal.  A  short  branch  road  has  been  con¬ 
structed  to  join  the  Parkersburg  branch  of  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad,  near  Grafton.  The 
company  owns  several  hundred  acres  of  the 
Pittsburg  vein. 

In  one  of  the  Davis  Coal  &  Coke  mines  along 
the  West  'Virginia  Central  railroad,  now  owned 
by  the  Wabash,  in  Tucker  county,  there  is  an 
eight-foot  vein  which  is  worked  in  two  sections, 
and  thereby  presents  something  of  a  novelty  to 
the  trade.  'I'he  vein  throughout  is  good,  but 
the  lower  four  feet  is  much  better  coal,  and  it 
is  mined  and  sold  separately  and  is  always  taken 
out  first.  The  better  coal  is  shipped  in  sacks 
for  smithing  purposes,  some  of  it  as  far  west 
as  the  Black  Hills,  and  the  high  price  it  commands 
justifies  long  shipments. 

Development  work  In  the  State. 

After  the  good  and  lower  half  of  the  vein 
is  removed,  heavy  props,  usually  of  beechwood, 
four  feet  long,  are  used  to  support  the  overlay¬ 
ing  coal  and  its  super-imposed  weight  of  rock, 
until  such  time  as  the  upper  half  is  brought 
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down,  when  eight-foot  props  are  substituted  to 
hold  up  the  roof  of  the  mine. 

A  slope  .shaft  is  to  be  sunk  at  Fort  Gay, 
W'ayne  county,  by  a  company  that  has  been 
formed  among  Huntington  capitalists,  who  have 
become  favorably  impressed  by  an  analysis  of 
coal  secured  at  a  depth  of  110  feet.  The  coal  is 
very  good  as  to  coking  possibilities  and  comes 
from  a  part  of  West  Virginia  not  now  operated. 

'I'he  heirs  of  the  late  J.  L.  Beury,  who  was 
the  largest  owner  of  the  New  River  coal  lands 
and  mines,  have  just  sold  32,000  acres'  of  un¬ 
developed  land  on  Meadow  river,  lying  in  Fay¬ 
ette,  Greenbrier  and  Nicholas  counties,  for  $850,- 
000,  representing  about  $27.00  an  acre.  The 
ostensible  purchaser  is  D.  A.  Langhorn,  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  Va.,  a  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad  con¬ 
tractor,  l)ut  it  is  believed  capitalists  who  are  be¬ 
hind  a  project  to  build  the  proposed  Meadow 
River  railroad  are  the  real  purchasers.  The 
Beury  heirs  have  reserved  10,000  acres,  on  Glade 
and  Laurel  creeks,  said  to  be  the  best  of  the 
original  estate,  and  this  last  sale  completes  the 
transfer  of  all  that  the  administrator  had  to  sell. 

Inefficient  car  service  on  the  railroads  run¬ 
ning  out  of  the  New  River  and  Kanawha  dis¬ 
tricts  still  rules,  but  the  situation  is  probably 
better  now  along  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  than  it 
has  been  for  several  weeks,  though  there  has  not 
been  a  situation  that  could  be  termed  acute  in 
the  state  this  year.  This  is  because  the  demand 
has  not  been  acute  and  because,  generally  speak¬ 
ing,  the  railroads  have  gradually  been  adding 
new  cars  and  locomotives. 


The  Pacific  Coast  Trade. 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Sept.  7. — (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Since  the  departure  of  the  steam¬ 
ship  Sonoma,  there  has  been  but  one  cargo  of 
colonial  coal  delivered  here,  viz. :  Armen,  2,930 
tons.  There  remains  the  same  number  of  ships 
chartered  to  load  coal  at  Newcastle,  N.  S.  W., 
for  this  port ;  twenty  vessels  with  a  carrying 
capacity  of  about  55,000  tons.  Only  four  of 
these  have  already  left  Newcastle.  The  loading 
of  coal  at  points  of  shipment  has  been  exceed¬ 
ingly  slow,  as  labor  troubles  have  interfered  with 
the  working  of  the  collieries.  It  is  reported 
that  the  labor  disturbances  have  been  compro¬ 
mised,  hence  vessels  will  meet  with  dispatch  in 
getting  away.  The  miners  in  British  Columbia 
have  not  settled  their  difficulties  yet,  and  it  does 
not  look  encouraging  for  an  early  settlement. 
The  collieries  there,  which  are  closed  down, 
have  not  caused  any  change  of  values,  as  the 
output  of  the  Dunsmuir  mines  is  ample  for  all 
present  requirements.  During  the  month  there 
has  been  a  marked  improvement  in  fuel  sales, 
which  were  fully  fifty  per  cent  in  excess  of  July 
sales.  The  prices  remain  the  same.  No  changes 
are  noticeable.  The  total  coal  arrivals  for  Au¬ 
gust,  1904,  amounted  to  64,747  tons;  26,942  tons 
were  from  British  Columbia,  16,604  tons  from 
Australia.  Our  deliveries  in  August,  1905,  to 
date,  were  54,351  tons.  Of  this  24,050  tons 
were  from  British  Columbia,  and  8,720  tons  from 
Australia.  This  shows  the  marked  shrinkage  in 
the  Australian  shipments.  The  ruling  rates  now 
prevailing  for  the  carriage  of  our  cereals  to 
Europe  remain  exceedingly  low,  and  the  prin¬ 
cipal  shippers  do  not  look  for  any  pronounced 
improvement  in  the  near  future,  hence  vessels 
suitable  for  carrying  grain  will  ifot  seek  this 
market  to  transport  lumber  and  grain  outward. 


The  Ohio  Coal  Trade. 

Toledo,  Ohio,  Sept.  7. — (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  movement  of  coal  to  upper  lake 
ports  from  Toledo  was  decidedly  laggard  during 
August.  'Fhe  customs  house  reports  shows  that 
less  than  half  as  much  left  this  port  as  did  the 
corresponding  month  a  year  ago.  The  move¬ 
ment,  however,  was  free  and  vessel  men  and 
shippers  are  disappointed  at  the  report  because 
they  believed  that  it  would  show  a  handsome  in¬ 
crease  over  the  same  month  last  year. 

Some  of  the  larger  shippers  here  are  complain¬ 
ing  of  backwardness  on  the  part  of  purchasers 
up  the  lakes  in  ordering  coal.  Some  firms  report 
that  less  than  a  third  of  their  coal  has  been 
shipped  and  if  this  is  the  case,  busy  times  are 
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due  for  the  remaining  two  or  three  months  of 
this  season. 

Coal  which  goes  up  the  lakes  from  now  on  will 
cost  the  purchasers  more  money  unless  they 
ordered  it  some  months  ago,  a  condition  which 
covers  practically  all  the  coal  that  goes  from 
this  point.  But  at  all  events  the  coal  will  cost 
shippers  fifteen  cents  a  ton  more  since  the  first 
of  September.  This  is  the  price  agreed  upon  at 
this  port  and  the  new  schedule  went  into  effect 
at  midnight,  August  thirty-first. 

The  new  prices,  attention  to  which  was  di¬ 
rected  in  last  week’s  letter,  are  very  extensive 
and  include  practically  all  grades  of  coal.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  last  few  days  in  August  many  orders 
were  received  from  consumers  who  wanted  to 
get  in  before  the  new  prices  went  into  effect. 

Expect  Illglier  IJetall  Price. 

Dealers  believe  that  higher  prices  are  due  and 
consumers  unite  in  this  opinion,  the  result  being 
that  the  past  few  days  has  seen  a  disposition  to 
buy.  This  has  put  the  local  market  in  better 
shape  than  it  has  been  for  some  time  past  and 
dealers  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  busy 
season  is  near  at  hand. 

Thus  far  there  have  been  no  delays  in  the 
fulfillment  of  orders,  although  some  shippers 
claim  that  the  railroads  are  a  little  slower  than 
they  were  a  year  ago  in  making  deliveries. 
There  is  nothing  in  sight  now  which  indicates 
any  great  trouble  in  this  line  unless  the  strike 
talk  assumes  threatening  proportions  or  until  the 
cold  weather  comes. 


The  St.  Louis  Coal  Market. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Sept.  7. —  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  market  continues  steady  at  this  point 
with  few  features  of  importance  developing.  De¬ 
mand  is  dull  and  there  is  strictly  nothing  doing. 
There  seems  to  be  an  over-production  of  coal, 
which,  of  course,  swamps  the  market.  What  ef¬ 
fect  the  new  consolidations  in  the  Illinois  field 
will  have  on  the  St.  Louis  market  remains  to  be 
seen.  It  is  true  that  the  subsidiary  companies, 
forming  the  new  consolidations,  have  been  ship¬ 
ping  their  coal  to  this  city,  but  the  cost  of  ope¬ 
ration  will  be  materially  decreased,  which  will 
enable  them  to  undersell  present  prices  and  still 
retain  a  margin  of  profit.  There  are  a  good  many 
small  operators  who  are  silently  wishing  that 
they  were  not  in  the  business.  Present  indica¬ 
tions  point  to  the  fact  that  in  a  very  short  time 
the  small  operators  marketing  their  own  coal  will 
be  a  thing  of  the  past. 

There  is  little  demand  for  free  coal,  conse¬ 
quently  the  market  is  exceedingly  dull ;  however, 
there  is  a  slight  improvement  over  last  week. 

Screenings  have  been  selling  for  85  cents  f.  o.  b. 
this  city  during  the  past  week.  Shaker  screened 
lump  has  been  selling  at  $1.07J4@1.85  f.  o.  b.  St. 
Louis. 

Ketail  Demand  Is  Improving. 

The  retail  market  is  ruling  firmer,  and  dealers 
are  looking  for  a  marked  increase  in  business 
during  the  present  month. 

Prices  on  Pennsylvania  anthracite  advanced  ten 
cents  per  ton  on  the  first  of  the  month,  making 
the  price  $8.15  for  broken  coal  and  $8.40  for  the 
smaller  sizes,  stove,  egg  and  chestnut,  delivered. 

Wagon  lot  prices  on  Pennsylvania  anthracite 
are  as  follows : 

„  Per  Ton. 


Grate  . $7.40 

Egg,  stove  and  nut  .  7.65 

Pea  .  6.00 


The  above  prices  are  for  the  central  district. 
In  the  outlying  districts  the  price  is  twenty-five 
cents  per  ton  higher. ' 

Prices  on  Illinois  coals  at  retail  are  as  follows : 

Per  Ton. 

Cartervitle  . $2.25@2.30 

Trenton  lump  and  egg .  2.45@2.55 

Staunton  lump  and  egg .  1.87@1.90 

Standard  .  1.60@1.65 

Prices  on  gas  house  coke  are  as  follows : 

Per  Ton. 

Furnace  . $4.76 

No.  2  . ; .  6.00 

Arkansas  anthracite  sells  at  retail  at  $6.00@ 
6.40  per  ton,  delivered.  Smithing  coal  is  selling 
approximately  for  $5.00. 

_  Syndicates  and  large  corporations  are  still  buy¬ 
ing  large  bodies  of  coal  lands  in  southern  Illinois, 
and  it  looks  as  if  there  will  be  no  free  coal  lands 
in  that  part  of  the  state  in  a  very  short  time. 


Transfers  have  been  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
recorder  of  deeds  at  Marion,  Ill.,  by  which  Gil¬ 
bert  G.  Thorne  of  New  York,  as  trustee  of  the 
Illinois  Central  railroad,  by  which  he  comes 
into  possession  of  something  like  9,000  acres  of 
coal  lands  in  the  northeastern  part  of  William¬ 
son  county  at  an  expenditure  of  $.076,290. 

Other  large  tracts  of  coal  are  under  option, 
and  should  the  tests  prove  satisfactory  they  will 
be  transferred  at  once. 

The  West  Virginia  Mining  Co.  was  recently 
incorporated  at  Springfield  with  a  capital  of 
$100,000.  The  incorporators  were  /.  C.  Hamilton, 
C.  A.  Grant  and  L.  A.  Colp. 


Investigating  Coal  Shafts. 

The  Black  Diamond  is  in  receipt  of  a  com¬ 
munication  from  David  Ross,  secretary  of  the 
bureau  of  labor  statistics,  Springfield,  Ill.,  in¬ 
closing  an  announcement  of  the  appointment  of 
a  government  commission  “to  consider  the  safety 
of  persons  traveling  in  shafts’’  in  the  Transvaal, 
South  Africa,  by  the  lieutenant  governor.  The 
commission  will  inquire  into  and  report  on  the 
present  practices  in  the  matter  of  conveying  per¬ 
sons  in  mine  shafts,  particularly  with  reference 
to  winding  ropes,  structure,  material,  preserva¬ 
tion,  examination,  the  best  method  of  testing  the 
same,  the  best  method  of  attaching  the  ropes 
to  the  load,  and  the  reliability  and  adaptability 
of  safety  catches  and  appliances  in  shafts.  The 
commission  will  further  report  on  and  make 
recommendations  regarding  such  practice  and  the 
efficiency  of  the  safety  catches  brought  under  its 
notice. 

The  commission  desires  the  attendance  of  all 
persons  who  are  willing  to  give  evidence  and 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  matters  above  men¬ 
tioned.  It  is  requested  that  any  intending  wit¬ 
ness  will  communicate  with  the  secretary  of  the 
commission,  whose  address  is  postoffice  box  1132, 
Johannesburg,  or  room  74  Winchester  house, 
in  the  same  city,  stating  that  he  is  willing  to  ap¬ 
pear  as  a  witness,  and  submitting  briefly  any  evi¬ 
dence  he  is  willing  to  give,  specifying  points  he 
considers  of  vital  importance. 

Inventors  and  manufacturers  of  safety  ap¬ 
pliances  are  invited  to  forward  to  the  secretary 
drawings  and  plans  of  their  schemes,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  full  descriptions  of  their  working.  Draw¬ 
ings  and  plans  will  not  be  returned,  but  will  be 
retained  by  the  Transvaal  government.  Practical 
tests  will  be  made  of  appliances  selected  and  for 
this  purpose  it  will  be  necessary  for  each  in¬ 
ventor  or  manufacturer  when  submitting  draw¬ 
ings  also  to  furnish  written  permission  empower¬ 
ing  the  commission  to  construct  the  appliance  in 
question  for  the  purpose  of  the  test. 

Copies  of  the  report,  embodying  the  findings 
and  recommendations  of  the  commission,  will  be 
forwarded  to  all  those  whose  evidence  is  pub¬ 
lished  and  to  persons  submitting  drawings  or 
models  of  safety  appliances.  All  communications 
and  drawings  must  be  dispatched  to  the  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  commission  not  later  than  January 
thirty-first,  1906. 


Wagon  Prices  at  Chicago. 

ANTHRACITE. 


Grate  .  $6.50 

Stove  .  6.75 

Chestnut  .  o.75 

Egg .  6.75 

BITUMINOUS. 

Hocking  lump . $3.75 

Hocking  nut  .  3.25 

Illinois  lump,  egg  and  nut .  2.75 

Indiana  lump,  egg  and  nut .  2.75 

Wilmington  chunks  .  3.25 

New  Kentucky  lump  and  egg .  3.50 

No.  1  washed  nut .  3.00 

Brazil  block  .  3.50 

Jackson  Hill  and  Wellston .  4.75 

Cannel  lump  .  6.25 

Smithing  .  4.50 

W^st  Virginia  splint .  4.00 

C-as-house  coke  .  4.50 
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The  Braznell  Coal  Co.,  Bentlcyville,  Pa.,  re¬ 
cently  purchased  the  coal  under  the  farm  of  Elgy 
S.  Carson,  of  that  place. 


Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 

The  Clarkson  Coal  &  Dock  Co.  was  recently 
incorporated  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  with  an  author¬ 
ized  capital  of  $100,000,  and  will  have  a  branch 
in  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  the  amount  represented  in 
the  latter  state  being  $25,000. 

'I'he  Queen  City  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incor¬ 
porated  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  with  ■  an  authorized 
capital  of  $50,000.  The  incorporators  are  Mel¬ 
vin  E.  Lynn,  Janies  A.  Reilly,  T.  Newton  Jones, 
William  B.  Bassett  and  John  R.  Griffiths. 

The  Columbus  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  was  recently 
incorporated  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  with  an  author¬ 
ized  capital  of  $10,000.  The  incorporators  are 
J.  C.  Miller,  C.  H.  Hallgath,  W.  H.  Bott,  Jesse 
W.  Woodward  and  A.  N.  Flora.  The  company 
will  do  a  general  coal  business. 

The  Egyptian  Prospecting  &  Mining  Co.  was 
recently  incorporated  at  Carbondale,  Ill.  The 
object  of  the  company  is  to  prospect  for  and  de¬ 
velop  coal  lands.  T|ie  officers  and  directors  are 
W.  S.  Cantrell,  Benton,  president ;  C.  R.  West- 
cott.  East  St.  Louis,  vice-president ;  H.  L.  Jones, 
Benton,  secretary  and  treasurer. 

The  Federal  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  was  recently  in¬ 
corporated  at  Denver,  Colo.,  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  $500,000.  The  officers  and  directors 
of  the  company  are  James  A.  Harris,  Joseph  R. 
Banks,  Henry  E.  Long,  J.  W.  Johnson,  Clarence 
E.  Stephens,  John  P.  Steele,  Solomon  Schwader, 
H.  W.  Tobridge  and  Henry  V.  Johnson.  The 
principal  offices  of  the  company  will  be  in  Den¬ 
ver. 

General  Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

In  the  state  of  Michigan  269,294  tons  of  coal 
have  been  mined  thus  far  this  year.  The  average 
cost  of  production  has  been  $1.59  per  ton. 

The  Johnson  Cooperative  coal  shaft,  which 
was  sold  at  receiver’s  sale  a  few  days  ago  at 
Bloomington,  Ill.,  was  purchased  by  W.  H. 
Johnson  for  $4,500. 

E.  B.  Bingham,  Toledo,  Ohio,  acting  as  trus¬ 
tee,  recently  purchased  3,600  acres  of  coal  lands 
in  the  vicinity  of  Zaleski,  Ohio.  This  is  said 
to  be  the  largest  sale  of  real  estate  ever  made  in 
that  county. 

Work  has  been  commenced  on  the  new  coal 
washing  plant  of  the  Madison  Coal  Co.,  of  St. 
Louis,  which  will  be  erected  near  the  Illinois 
Central  depot  at  Glen  Carbon,  Ill.  The  structure 
will  cost  $85,000. 

The  state  mining  board  of  Illinois  will  hold  a 
meeting  at  the  house  of  representatives  in  Spring- 
field  on  Monday,  Sept.  11th,  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  candidates  applying  for  certificates  as 
mine  inspectors. 

It  is  believed  little  difficulty  will  be  experienced 
in  reaching  an  agreement  between  the  operators 
and  miners  in  Montana,  when  the  question  of  the 
new  scale  of  wages  will  come  up  for  settlement. 
A  conference  of  operators  and  miners  is  being 
held  at  present. 

Tracts  of  coal  land  comprising  about  30,000 
acres  have  been  purchased  by  New  York  city 
and  Montreal,  Canada,  capitalists.  The  land 
is  located  on  Queen  Charlotte  Islands  and  was 
formerly  owned  by  a  syndicate  at  Victoria,  B.  C. 
The  consideration  is  $700,000. 

The  strike  of  miners  in  the  Big  Muddy  mine 
near  Bicknell,  Ind.,  has  been  settled  and  the 
men  have  returned  to  work.  The  trouble  was 
due  to  the  objection  of  the  miners  to  their  su¬ 
perintendent,  whom  they  wished  to  have  dis¬ 
missed.  He  was  retained,  however. 

I 

The  mines  of  the  Green  River  Coal  Co.  at 
Spottsville,  Ky.,  were  recently  purchased  by  capi¬ 
talists  from  Washington,  Pa.  A  number  of  im¬ 
provements  will  be  made  at  the  mines,  the  new 
owners  having  mining  rights  under  5,000  acres 
of  coal  land  in  the  Green  River  valley. 

C.  F.  Owen  has  resigned  as  mine  inspector  of 
the  state  of  Washington,  his  resignation  having 
taken  effect  on  September  first.  D.  C.  Bolting, 
of  Black  Diamond,  Wash.,  has  been  appointed 
his  successor.  Mr.  Rotting  has  been  employed 
for  several  years  in  the  mines  at  Black  Diamond 
owned  by  the  Pacific  Coast  Co. 
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the  merger  with  the  Vandalia  Coal  Co.,  a  short 
time  ago,  when  he  was  elected  to  the  presidency 
of  the  latter  corporation.  He  is  one  of  the  most 
practical  coal  operators  in  Indiana,  having  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  all  conditions  pertaining 
to  the  production  of  coal  successfully.  In  addi¬ 
tion  his  executive  ability  is  marked;  he  is  a  keen 
student  of  conditions  and  of  men,  so  that  the 
destinies  of  this  corporation  could  not  be  in 
better  hands. 

Sketcli  ol  (;ei»eral  Maiiuijcr. 

Jolm  McFadycn,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  the  new  company  has  been  identified 
with  the  coal  mining  industry  for  a  number  of 
years  and  has  met  with  marked  success  in  every 
mining  enterprise  with  which  he  has  been  identi¬ 
fied.  He  is  a  resident  of  Pittsburg  and  was  one  of 
the  prime  movers  in  bringing  about  the  con¬ 
solidation.  Practically  his  entire  business  career 
lias  been  devoted  to  the  coal  industry,  and  this 
means  much  as  having  a  bearing  on  the  success 
of  the  new  company.  For  many  years  Mr.  Mc- 
l''adycn  was  in  sole  charge  of  the  fuel  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Cambria  Steel  Co.,  of  Johnstown, 
Pa.,  when  it  was  known  as  the  Cambria  Iron  Co. 
Later  he  became  manager  of  the  Keystone  Man¬ 
ganese  &  Iron  Co.,  with  headquarters  at  New 
York ;  president  of  the  Ligonier  Coal  Co.  and 
of  the  Greenwich  Coal  Co.,  both  of  Latrobe,  Pa. ; 
president  of  the  Indiana  &  Chicago  Coal  Co., 
bugger,  Indiana;  vice-president  of  the  American 
Coke  Co.,  and  the  Juniata  Coke  Co.,  of  the  Con- 
nellsville  region,  which  are  now  the  property  of 
the  United  States  Steel  Corporation.  ^Recently 
he  was  president  of  the  McFadyen  Coal  Co., 
operating  in  the  No.  8  vein  of  Ohio  and  of  the 
Fort  Pitt  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Pittsburg.  Mr. 
McP'ayden  will  shortly  remove  from  Pittsburg  to 
make  his  permanent  residence  in  Indianapolis, 
where  he  will  be  in  close  touch  with  the  proper¬ 
ties  of  the  company.  Having  been  identified  with 
large  interests  in  Pittsburg  for  so  many  years, 
his  leaving  is  a  subject  of  regret  among  many  of 
the  most  prominent  business  men  in  that  city. 

Frank  L.  Powell  of  Indianapolis,  the  treasurer 
and  chairman  of  the  finance  committee  of  the  new 
company,  is  president  of  the  Capital  National 
bank  of  Indianapolis  and  is  a  member  of  an  old 
family  of  conservative  bankers,  prominently 
identified  with  the  financial  interests  of  the  state 
for  nearly  three-quarters  of  a  century.  Mr.  Powell 
was  born  forty-six  years  ago  at  Madison,  Indiana, 
and  entered  the  National  Branch  bank  of  that 
city,  which  his  father  established  seventy-two 
years  ago,  as  a  messenger.  He  gradually  went 
through  all  the  steps  of  promotion  and  under 
his  presidency  the  dividends  of  this  bank  were 
increased  from  six  to  ten  per  cent,  the  surplus 
doubled  and  the  bank  has  reached  the  distinctive 
position  of  being  one  of  the  few  financial  institu¬ 
tions  in  the  state  having  a  surplus  exceeding  the 
capital.  He  established  the  Madison  Trust  Co., 
of  Madison. 

During  the  financial  panic  of  1893,  it  was  a 
matter  of  comment  that  the  conservative  National 
Branch  bank  did  not  reduce  its  line  of  discounts, 
but  carried  every  customer  safely  through. 
Several  times  he  was  sought  to  take  the  presi¬ 
dency  of  various  banks  at  the  Indiana  capital,  but 
put  off  the  offers  through  his  preference  to  retain 
his  residence  with  his  family  at  Madison.  In 
June,  1904,  he  was  finally  induced  to  accept  the 
preferred  presidency  of  the  National  Capital  bank, 
succeeding  William  F.  Churchman.  The  Vandalia 
Coal  Co.  considers  itself  fortunate  in  securing 
such  an  able  financier  as  its  treasurer. 

Coal  Salesmen  to  Organize, 

A  meeting  of  traveling  salesmen  identified  with 
the  coal  trade  was  held  last  Saturday  afternoon 
at  the  Great  Northern  hotel  in  Chicago  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  an  organization  in  the  coal 
trade  similar  to  the  Hoo  Hoos  among  the  lum¬ 
bermen.  George  N.  Barclay  of  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Coal  Co.  was  named  as  temporary  chairman  and 
those  present  proceeded  to  discuss  the  proposition, 
resulting  in  a  decision  to  call  another  meeting 
about  the  tenth  or  fifteenth  of  October,  at  which 
it  is  expected  there  will  be  a  large  attendance. 
Committees  were  appointed  to  report  at  the  next 
meeting.  The  committee  on  constitution  and  by¬ 
laws  consists  of  Paul  F.  Irwin  of  the  C.  Reiss 
Coal  Co,,  Sheboygan;  H.  B.  Dupuy,  Williams  & 
Peters,  Ch'cago ;  Elmer  Martin,  Lehigh  Valley 
Coal  Co.,  Chicago.  A  committee  on  ritual  was 
also  named  as  follows;  George  N.  Barclay,  Le¬ 


high  Valley  Coal  Co.,^  Chicago;  J.  B.  Foster, 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Chicago;  John  N  Mc¬ 
Cabe,  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Chicago;  M.  M. 
Morrow,  Coxc  I^»ros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  Chicago;  Paul 
In  Irwin,  C.  Reiss  Coal  Co.,  Sheboygan;  G,  \\. 
McCullough,  Williams  &  Peters,  Ch.cago;  A  F. 
Poos,  Milwaukee- Western  P'uel  Co.,  Milwaukee; 
C.  F.  Lemmon,  Chicago,  Wilmington  &  Vernnl- 
lion,  Chicago;  11.  B.  Dupuy,  Williams  &  I’eters, 
Chicago;  Elmer  Martin,  Lehgh  Valley  Coal  Co., 
Chicago;  Ralph  Hammett,  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co., 
Chicago;  T.  C.  Collins,  S.  C.  Schenck,  Qncago. 
It  is  proposed  to  organize  along  broad  lines  for 
purposes  of  sociability  and  pleasure,  admitt.ng  to 
membership  every  one  identified  with  the  coal 
trade  as  producer,  shipper,  retailer  or  salesman. 


Coal  Produced  in  Texas. 

I'he  coals  of  Texas  are  found  in  three  coal¬ 
bearing  formations,  the  i  ertiary,  the  Cretaceous 
and  the  Carboniferous.  In  the  north  central 
portion  of  the  state  are  found  the  bituminous 
coals,  in  the  field  properly  belonging  to  the 
southwestern  or  Indian  1  erritory-Arkansas 
fields,  but  separated  from  them  by  a  barren  area 
caused  by  the  Wichita  uplift,  fhis  is  designated 
by  Mr.  Joseph  A.  Taff,  m  the  twenty-second  an¬ 
nual  report  of  the  geological  survey  as  the  North 
d'exas  coal  field.  It  is  about  230  miles  m  length, 
with  an  average  width  of  about  forty-five  miles 
and  contains  approximately  11,000  square  miles, 
rile  known  coal-bearing  strata  are,  however, 
much  more  limited,  being  confined  to  the  cen¬ 
tral  part  of  the  entire  lield.  '1  he  principal  min¬ 
ing  operations  are  in  Wise,  Palo  Pinto  and  Erath 
counties,  with  smafer  ones  in  Eastland,  Cole¬ 
man  and  Bowie  counties.  I  he  coals  of  the  Cre¬ 
taceous  formation  occur  in  the  southern  portion 
of  the  state  and  mining  operations  are  carried 
on  at  Eagle  Pass,  in  Maverick  county.  Lignite 
beds  of  Tertiary  origin  extend  entirely  across 
the  state  from  the  eastern  boundary  at  the 
Sabine  river  in  a  southwesterly  direction  to  the 
Rio  Grande.  In  the  southwestern  extremity, 
near  Laredo,  in  Webb  county,  lignite  approaches 
the  bituminous  in  character  and  the  Webb  county 
production  is  classed  as  bituminous.  Lignite 
mining  operations  have  been  carried  on  in  An¬ 
derson,  Bastrop,  Houston,  Medina,  Milam, 
Raines,  Robertson,  Shelby  and  Wood  counties, 
the  principal  operations  being  in  Medina,  Milam 
and  Wood.  During  the  last  few  years,  or  since 
the  discoveries  of  oil  at  Beaumont,  the  lignite- 
producing  industry  has  suffered  greatly  from 
the  use  of  fuel  oil,  with  which  it  cornes  into 
direct  competition.  Notwithstanding  this,  how¬ 
ever,  the  production  of  lignite  increased  from 
267,605  short  tons  in  1903  to  421,629  short  tons 
in  1904,  while  the  total  production  for  the  state 
increased  from  926,759  short  tons  to  1,195,944 
short  tons,  a  gain  of  269,185  tons,  or  twenty- 
nine  per  cent.  The  value  increased  from  $1,505,- 
383  to  $1,983,636,  a  gain  of  $478,253,  or  nearly 
thirty-two  per  cent.  The  average  price  per  ton 
for  the  bituminous  product  advanced  from  $1.96 
to  $2.13,  while  that  of  lignite  declined  from  81 
cents  to  78  cents. 

According  to  the  report  issued  by  the  United 
States  geological  survey  there  were  thirteen 
counties  in  that  state  that  produced  coal  in  1904, 
an  increase  of  one  over  the  preceding  year. 
Of  the  thirteen  counties,  bituminous  coal  was 
mined  in  seven,  while  six  produced  lignite. 
The  seven  bituminous-producing  counties  were 
Eastland,  Erath,  Maverick,  Palo  Pinto,  Parker. 
Webb  and  Wise;  and  those  producing  lignite 
were  Bastrop,  Houston,  Medina,  Milan,  Shelby 
and  Wood. 

The  coal  mines  of  Texas  gave  employment  to 
2,921  men  in  1904,  who  made  an  average  of 
220  working  days,  against  2,380  men  for  242 
days  in  1903.  'Lhe  average  production  per  man 
was  409.4  tons,  as  compared  with  389  tons  in 
1903,  while  the  average  daily  production  per 
man  was  1.61  in  1903  and  1.86  in  1904.  This 
increase  in  the  average  production  per  man  was 
due  to  the  larger  production  of  lignite,  in  the 
mines  of  which,  owing  to  tlt,e  greater  thickness 
of  the  beds,  the  productive  capacity  is  more. 
In  1904  the  average  production  of  lignite  was 
628  tons  and  of  bituminous  coal  344  tons;  in 
1903  these  averages  were  579.2  and  343.7.  re¬ 
spectively.  In  reporting  their  production  to  the 
United  States  geological  survey  for  1904,  twelve 
mines,  employing  a  total  of  971  men,  gave  ten 


hours  as  the  length  of  the  working  day ;  two 
mines  employing  ninety-one  men,  reported  nine 
hours ;  seven  mines,  employing  1,624  men, 
worked  eight  hours,  and  two  mines,  with  ninety- 
five  men,  worked  six  hours. 

During  1904  there  were  nine  undercutting 
machines  in  use,  and  of  th^  total  product  33.154 
tons  were  machine  mined.  In  1903  eight  ma¬ 
chines  were  used  in  the  mining  of  29,000  tons 
of  coal. 

Strikes  occurred  in  two  mines  during  1904, 
both  being  of  short  duration.  In  one  instance 
twenty-five  men  were  idle  for  twenty-one  days, 
and  in  the  other,  which  lasted  but  two  days, 
thirty  men  were  out. 

In  the  following  table  are  presented  the 
statistics  of  production  in  the  last  two  years. 
Owing  to  the  fact  that  there  are  only  one  or 
two  mines  in  each  county,  the  production  of  the 
bituminous-producing  and  the  lignite-producing 
counties,  respectively,  are  combined. 

The  tenth  United  States  census  for  1880  did 
not  report  any  coal  production  in  Texas,  the 
first  recorded  production  being  for  the  year 
1884,  and  published  in  Mineral  Resources  of  the 
United  States.  Thie  prodqction  reported  for 
that  year  was  125,000  short  tons.  The  growth 
of  the  industry  since  that  year  is  shown  in  the 
follow  ing  table ; 


Year— 

(Short  Tons.) 

Quan.  Year — 

Quan. 

1884  . 

125,000  1895  . 

...  484  959 

1885  . 

..  100,000  1896  . 

. .  .  544,015 

1886  ..  . 

.  .  lOO’oOO  1897  . 

.  .  .  639,341 

1887  . 

75^000  1898  . 

.  .  .  686,734 

1888  . 

90]000  1899  . 

.  .  .  883,832 

1889  .  . 

.  .  128,216  1900  . 

. .  .  968,373 

1890  . 

.  .  184,440  1901  . 

.  .  .  1,107,953 

1891 

172,100  1902  . 

.  . .  901,912 

1892 

245,690  1903  . 

,  .  .  .  926,759 

1893  . 

302  206  1904  . 

,  .  .  .  1,195,944 

1894  . 

.  .  420,848 

Current  Trade  Notes. 

The  Link  Belt  Machinery  Co.,  Chicago,  has 
just  issued  a  finely  illustrated  descriptive  booklet 
entitled  “Link  Belt  Car  Hauls.”  This  booklet 
goes  into  detail  in  descr.bing  the  car  haul  sys¬ 
tem  originated  by  this  company,  accompanj-ing 
each  article  with  illustrations  of  car  hauls  at  the 
many  different  mines  equipped  by  the  company. 
The  booklet  is  a  great  credit  to  the  company,  in 
that  it  gives  one  a  very  comprehensive  idea  of  the 
work  turned  out  at  its  plant  in  Chicago.  The 
Black  Diamond  is  also  in  receipt  of  a  very  com¬ 
plete  little  booklet  issued  by  the  Link  Belt  Ma¬ 
chinery  Co.,  Ch.cago,  which  goes  into  detail  in 
describing  the  process  employed  in  washing  bi¬ 
tuminous  coal.  Many  illustrations  and  drawings 
accompany  the  minute  description,  serving  to 
greatly  enlighten  those  who  are  not  familiar  with 
this  w'ork.  The  company  has  designed  many  coal 
washing  plants  and  illustrations  are  also  given 
of  some  of  these. 

The  Ottumwa  Iron  W'orks,  Ottumwa,  Iowa, 
manufacturers  of  all  k  nds  of  mining  machinery, 
both  for  gold  and  coal  mining,  report  trade  ex¬ 
cellent  and  increasing.  This  company  reports  a 
recent  shipment  consisting  of  two  carloads,  of 
mining  machinery  to  Ocotlan,  southern  Mexico, 
and  one  sectionalized  double  hoisting  engine  to 
the  gold  mines  of  northern  Mexico;  tw'O  carloads 
of  mine  machinery  to  Littleton.  Ill.,  and  one  car¬ 
load  to  Crecus,  New  Mexico;  also  one  carload 
to  Butte,  Mont.  Among  the  contracts  recently 
taken  may  be  mentioned  one  calling  for  two  car¬ 
loads  of  mining  machinery  to  go  to  Robards. 
Ky. ;  one  large  double  Corliss  engine,  18  by  36, 
with  double  independent  friction  drums,  for  the 
copper  mines  of  Bisbee,  ■  Ariz. ;  two  carloads  of 
haulage  engines  for  a  concrete  stone  company  at 
Chicago  and  one  carload  for  northern  Idaho. 
This  company  is  making  arrangements  to  enlarge 
its  business  and  put  new  lines  of  machinery  on 
the  market. 

V 

Rapid  development  has  taken  place  in  the  coke 
industry  of  the  south  during  the  past  twenty- 
five  years,  as  is  shown  by  the  number  of  com¬ 
pleted  ovens  and  tonnage  of  coke  produced.  In 
1880  there  were  only  1,988  completed  ovens, 
whereas  in  1904  there  were  33,768 ;  the  coke  pro¬ 
duced  in  1880  amounted  to  397,776  tons,  w'hile  in 
1904  the  production  was  6,244,185  tons. 
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Organization  of 

Announcement  was  made  some  weeks  ago  of 
the  organization  of  the  Vandalia  Coal  Co.  to  take 
over  twenty-six  of  the  leading  mines  in  the  state 
of  Indiana  located  on  the  Vandalia  railroad. 
Practically  the  plans  of  the  company  were  com¬ 
plete  at  that  time,  but  many  details  had  to  be 
arranged  before  it  eould  become  an  active  pro¬ 
ducing  company  selling  its  product  in  the  prin¬ 
cipal  markets  of  the  west.  The  organization  of 
this  company  has  now  been  completed  to  the 
last  detail,  all  of  the  mines  have  been  taken  over, 
it  has  organized  a  selling  department  with  sales¬ 
men  in  all  the  territory  in  which  its  coal  will 
be  sold  and  has  opened  a  main  office  at  Ind'an- 


ALFRED  Mf  OGLE, 
PRESIDENT  VANDALIA  COAL  CO. 


apolis  and  a  Chicago  office  located  in  the  Monad- 
nock  building  in  this  city. 

Very  few  among  those  identified  with  the  coal 
trade  appreciate  the  great  importance  of  this 
company  and  the  e.xtensive  Indiana  coal  interests 
which  it  represents.  The  company  is  capitalized 
at  $7,000,000,  of  which  $3,000,000  are  twenty-five- 
year  six  per  cent  gold  bonds,  $2,000,000  six  per 
cent  preferred  stock,  and  $2,000,000  in  common 
stock.  The  Union  Trust  Co.,  of  Pittsburg,  has 
taken  the  bonds  and  has  supplied  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  toward  the  completion  of  the  consol¬ 
idation. 

The  company  now  employs  7,000  miners  with 
an  annual  production  of  2,000,000  tons  of  coal. 
It  is  expected  that  the  number  of  Tniners  will  be 
materially  increased  and  that  the  production  for 
the  first  year  of  the  company’s  existence  will  be 
3,000,000  tons,  which  will  be  increased  from  time 
to  time  as  demand  may  warrant.  The  company 
by  merging  its  accounting  department  and  sales 
force  will  be  enabled  to  effect  a  considerable 
economy  in  the  fixed  charges  pertaining  to  the 
production  of  coal. 

All  Mines  on  Vandalia  Railroad. 

« 

The  Vandalia  railroad  has  already  laid  a  num¬ 
ber  of  additional  sidings  to  the  mines  of  the 
company  and  has  placed  an  order  for  1,000  fifty- 
ton  coal  cars,  which  will  be  added  to  its  equip¬ 
ment  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  that  it  may 
give  coal  freight  from  these  mines  the  promptest 
possible  dispatch.  The  coal  and  railroad  com¬ 
panies  will  work  in  complete  harmony  so  far  as 
the  shipment  of  coal  is  concerned,  and  the  lat¬ 
ter  will  supply  all  the  necessary  faciities  to  trans¬ 
port  the  coal  to  market,  opening  up  much  ter¬ 
ritory  to  these  mines,  which  has  been  closed  to 
them  in  tfie  past,  owing  to  lack  of  adequate 
transportation. 

The  total  coal  acreage  owned  and  controlled 
by  the  company  is  given  as  28,472  acres.  The 
greater  portion  of  these  lands  contain  from  two 
to  five  veins  of  workable  coal.  Estimates  al¬ 
ready  prepared  by  competent  engineers  provide 
for  the  mining  of  not  less  than  sixty-eight  per 
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cent  of  the  coal  in  the  ground.  There  are  14,6.52 
acres  of  No.  3  coal;  10,989  acres  of  No.  4  vein 
coal ;  16,262  acres  of  No.  5  vein  coal ;  20,585  acres 
of  No.  6  vein,  and  3,688  acres  of  No.  7  vein 
coal.  The  approximate  tonnage  from  these  work¬ 
able  veins  is  estimated  at  484,683,500  tons  from  a 
total  of  75,176  acres.  An  interesting  statement 
from  the  engineers  is  to  the  effect  that  if  this 
coal  should  be  mined  at  the  rate  of  4,000,000  tons 
annually  it  would  take  121  years  to  exhaust  the 
field.  If  the  tonnage  produced  should  consider¬ 
ably  exceed  the  expectations  at  present,  it  is 
estimated  it  would  require  at  least  forty  years 
to  exhaust  the  supply  of  available  coal. 

By  reason  of  the  proximity  of  the  coal  to 
markets  reached  by  the  Vandalia  railroad,  it 
should  haul  not  less  than  sixty  per  cent  of  the 
coal  used  in  Indiana  from  these  mines,  or  a  total 
of  2,631,047  tons  of  its  annual  production. 
Through  its  connections  at  Chicago  and  Peoria, 
the  road  ought  to  secure  twenty-five  per  cent  of 
the  coal  sold  outside  of  the  state,  or  761,814 
tons,  or  a  grand  total  of  tonnage  tributary  to  the 
lines  of  the  Vandalia  railroad  of  3,392,868  tons. 

V 

will  Exiiand  Its  Markets. 

The  small  tonnage  sold  outside  of  the  state 
from  these  mines  in  the  past  has  been  due  to 


poor  transportation  facilities,  poor  preparation  of 
the  coal  and  lack  of  effort  on  the  part  of  small 
individual  operators  to  reach  distant  markets. 
The  new  company  will  remedy  all  of  these  defects 
and  will  increase  its  markets  very  materially, 
reaching  out  into  territory  in  which  practically 
no  coal  has  been  sold  in  the  past,  thereby  widen¬ 
ing  the  field  in  which  the  product  will  be  a  factor. 

Through  the  consolidation  this  one  company 
controls  and  produces  about  eighty-five  per  cent 
of  the  coal  produced  on  the  great  Vandalia  system. 

For  the  purpose  of  taking  over  the  properties, 
the  proportion  of  the  capitalization  issued  is  as 
follows :  Bonds.  $2,500,000 ;  preferred  stock  at 
80,  amounting  to  $1,562,375 ;  common  stock, 
$781,187.  The  fixed  charges  on  these  various 
items  are :  Interest  on  bonds  at  six  per  cent, 
$150,000;  sinking  fund  to  provide  for  the  re¬ 
demption  of  the  bonds,  $100,000 ;  dividends  on 
the  preferred  stock  issued  at 'six  per  cent,  $93,- 
742.  The  total  of  the  fixed  charges  will  be 
$343,742.  To  meet  these  charges  it  is  asserted  that 
the  company  on  the  basis  of  its  present  produc¬ 
tion  of  2,000,000  tons  has  an  earning  power  of 
$440,000  annually  which  will  be  increased  with 
the  increased  production.  The  sinking  fund  pro¬ 
vides  for  five  cents  distributed  from  each  ton 
of  coal  produced. 

The  mines  taken  over  by  the  company  are  as 
follows:  Island  Coal  Co.,  five,  mining  the  No.  4 
vein  of  coal :  Johnson  Coal  Mining  Co.,  two, 
mining  the  No.  4  vein ;  Indiana  &  Chicago  Coal 
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Co.,  one  mine,  mining  the  No.  6  vein ;  South 
Linton  Coal  Co.,  one  mine,  mining  the  No.  4 
vein ;  Enterprise  Coal  Co.,  one  mine,  mining  the 
No.  6  vein ;  Island  Valley  Coal  Co.,  one  mine, 
mining  the  No.  5  vein  of  coal ;  White  Rose  Coal 
Co.,  one  mine,  mining  the  No.  5  vein  of  coal ; 
Sugar  Creek  Coal  Co.,  one  mine,  mining  the  No.  7 
vein  of  coal ;  Seeleyville  Coal  Co.,  two  mines, 
mining  the  No.  6  vein ;  Greenfield  Coal  Co.,  om 
mine,  mining  the  No.  7  vein  ;  Minshall  Vein  Coal 
Co.,  two  muies,  mining  the  semi-block  coal : 
Raccoon  Valley  Coal  Co.,  one  mine,  mining  the 
No.  6  vein  of  coal ;  Asheville  Coal  Co.,  one  mine, 
mining  block  coal;  Home  Coal  Co.,  one  mine, 
mining  the  No.  7  vein  of  coal ;  Lost  Creek  Coal 
Co.,  one  mine,  mining  tlie  No.  6  vein  of  coal ; 
Cloverland  Coal  Co.,  one  mine,  mining  the  No.  6 
vein  of  coal ;  Indiana  Bituminous  Coal  Co.,  one 
mine,  mining  the  No.  6  vein,  and  Zeller  &  Mc¬ 
Clellan  Coal  'Co.,  two  mines,  mining  the  No.  6 
vein  of  coal.  • 

Officers  Men  of  Experience. 

.\t  the  head  of  this  new  company  arc  men  with 
many  years  of  practical  experience  in  mining 
operations  in  the  field  in  which  the  properties  arc 
located.  Alfred  M.  Ogle,  of  Indiana,  who  suc¬ 
cessfully  promoted  the  consolidation  and  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  new  company,  for  a  number  of  years 
has  realized  the  necessity  of  bringing  the  oper¬ 
ating  interests  of  that  state  into  closer  and  per¬ 
manent  relationship.  The  idea  of  consolidation 
or'ginated  with  him  several  years  ago,  and  he 
was  one  of  the  first  among  the  leading  operators 
in  Indiana  to  advocate  the  econom'es  that  would 
result  and  the  benefits  that  would  accrue  from 
merging  small  coal  interests  into  one  large  com¬ 
pany.  The  present  company  is  a  result  of  his 
keen  business  insight  and  knowledge  of  what  the 
future  held  in  store  for  the  coal  industry  of  that 
state. 

Mr.  Ogle  was  born  at  the  Washington  Court 


JOHN  m’fadyen, 

VICE-PRESIDENT  AND  GENERAL  M.W.VGF.R. 


House,  Ohio,  August  thirty-first,  1856.  and  began 
earning  his  own  living  at  the  age  of  fourteen. 
In  1874  he  passed  the  necessarily  rigid  examina¬ 
tion  to  secure  an  appointment  as  cadet  to  the 
West  Point  military  academy,  where  he  wa-, 
graduated  in  1879.  For  five  years  he  served  as  an 
officer  in  the  regular  army,  doing  military  duty 
at  a  number  of  western  military  posts.  lie  re¬ 
signed  his  commission  in  18’84  and  began  his 
career  as  a  coal  operator  with  a  mine  on  the 
Vincennes  division  of  the  Vandalia  railroad.  Mr. 
Ogle  and  his  associates,  Willard  W.  Hubbard 
and  the  late  Col.  S.  N.  Yoeman  were  the 
pioneers  in  the  Greene  county  field  of  Indiana, 
and  it  is  due  to  their  efforts  that  the  Linton,  or 
No.  4,  coal  has  become  so  widely  known.  Mr. 
("Igle  became  president  of  the  Island  Coal  Co.  in 
1890  and  retained  this  position  up  to  the  time  of 
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large  manufacturers  who  have  hcen  dilatory  about  obligating  themselves  for 
this  product. 

John  ^lirciiELL  has  told  the  anthracite  miners  that  the  present  agree¬ 
ment  w  ith  the  operators  can  be  improved  upon.  But  can  it  ?  Some  one  else 
may  have  something  to  say  on  that  subject. 

In  KEPi.y  TO  “Anxious  Inf|uirer„”  we  desire  to  affirm  that  there  have 
been  no  coal  men  indicted  within  the  past  three  months.  They  have  been 
too  busy  giving  their  money  away  to  the  public. 

Bituminous  coal  thade  is  showing  a  healthy  improvement  in  the  east. 
Trade  conditions  improve  in  cycles.  On  this  hypothesis  it  ought  not  to  be 
very  long  before  the  market  in  the  west  is  in  better  shape. 

There  was  nearly  a  touch  of  frost  in  the  atmosphere  on  Monday.  It 
will  not  be  many  weeks  until  the  good  old  winter  time  is  here,  with  its 
hospitable  domestic  fires — and  an  increased  demand  for  coal. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND  OPENS  OFFICE  AT  PITTSBURG 

Beginning  this  week  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND  will  be  more  actively  represented 
In  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Coal  Fields.  A  branch  office  has  been  opened  In  the 
city  of  Pittsburg,  in  charge  of  a  competent  manager,  who  will  look  after  the  adver¬ 
tising,  subscription  and  news  Interests  of  this  publication  in  that  territory.  J.  C. 
Eppens,  experienced  in  the  field  of  trade  journalism  In  Chicago,  has  been  placed  in 
charge  of  this  office. 


When  the  days  begin  to  lengthen,  the  car  supply  begins  to  shorten. 

The  topic  of  the  times:  What  is  the  latest  advance  on  smokeless  coal? 

Are  your  coal  bins  empty  or  full?  This  is  the  momentous  question  of 
the  hour. 

Coal  costs  most  in  South  Africa.  This  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  inhabitants  need  the  least  per  capita. 

A  paper  down  in  Oklahoma  announces  that  “another  anthracite  strike 
is  not  at  all  likely.”  We  can  all  breathe  easier  now.  This  ought  to  settle  it. 

Fine  steam  coals  in  the  west  are  in  oversupply.  The  repetition  of  this 
paragraph  the  middle  of  next  January  might  sound  good  to  some  of  the 


Since  Thomas  W.  Lawson  began  bis  efforts  as  a  reformer  we  have  not 
heard  a  single  yip  out  of  Boston  as  to  the  “coal  trust.”  Probably  the  staid 
old  city  of  culture  can  not  stand  too  much  excitement  at  one  time. 

The  Russian-Japanese  war  is  ended,  the  baseball  season  is  drawing  to 
a  close,  the  gentlemen’s  derby  has  been  run  at  Washington  park.  Mayor 
Dunne  has  retinned  from  the  east,  and  soon  there  will  be  nothing  for  the 
'  newspapers  to  discuss  and  cuss  but  the  coal  man. 

Purchasing  Municipal  Coal  from  the  Mines. 

J.  M.  Patterson,  commissioner  of  public  works  of  the  city  of  Chicago, 
has  gone  on  record  in  favor  of  the  city  purchasing  its  coal  supply  from  the 
mines  direct,  engaging  teams  to  haul  it  from  the  switch  track  to  the  place 
of  consuiyiption,  thereby  eliminating  the  jobber  and  the  retailer.  This  plan 
is  advocated  on  the  ground  that  it  would  prevent  some  of  the  corruption 
which  it  is  alleged  exists  at  present. 

Let  us  stop  a  moment  and  ascertain  whether  this  plan  could  accom¬ 
plish  any  permanent  good.  Supposing,  for  instance,  that  the  city  of  Chicago 
made  a  contract  with  operators  “who  could  not  afford  to  jeopardize  the 
reputation  of  tlieir  mines  by  supplying  inferior  grades,”  would  this  stop 
all  the  leaks?  If  the  city  went  into  the  business  of  hauling  coal  it  would 
be  obliged  to  hire  teamsters,  and  foremen  to  watch  these  teamsters.  These 
employes  of  the  municipality  would  be  selected  from  the  rank  and  file  of 
ward  workers  and  political  henchmen.  Do  you  suppose  for  a  moment  that 
coal  intrusted  to  them  would  ever  reach  its  destination?  They  would  take 
a  load  intended  for  the  city  hospital  to  Bill  Jones,  the  captain  in  the  nine¬ 
teenth  precinct  of  the  sixty-ninth  ward,  and  another  load  intended  for  the 
city  hall  to  their  own  home,  while  their  relatives  and  all  the  relatives  of  their 
relatives  would  wax  and  grow  fat  under  the  benign  influence  of  coal  bought 
by  the  city  and  delivered  to  them. 

Under  this  plan,  instead  of  the  city  of  Chicago  purchasing  the  coal 
which  it  actually  needed,  it  would  be  obliged  to  purchase  its  own  supply 
and  that  of  every  politician  belonging  to  the  party  in  power.  As  to  the 
supposition  that  the  coal  operator  located,  500  or  1,000  miles  away  from  the 
city  of  Chicago  would  be  any  more  honest  than  the  coal  jobber  or  retailer 
located  in  this  city,  it  is  all  tomniyrot  of  the  worst  kind.  Human  nature  is 
the  same  in  southern  Illinois  as  it  is  in  Chicago,  in  West  Virginia  as  it  is 
in  New  York  city,  the  only  difference  being,  perhaps,  a  thicker  coat  bf 
veneer  over  human  selfishness  in  the  larger  cities  than  in  the  rural  districts. 
The  mine  operator,  having  no  personal  responsibility  to  the  city  of  Chicago, 
because  be  had  no  interest  in  it  through  its  remoteness,  would  be  no  more 
honest  on  the  average  than  the  city  merchant.  If  politicians  played  battle- 
door  and  shuttlecock  with  coal  contractor.^,  as  they  do  at  present,  it  would- 
make  no  difference  in  the  quality  of  the  coal  as  to  who  furnished  the  sup¬ 
ply.  There  are  coal  operators  who  would  jeopardize  the  reputation  of  their 
mines,  themselves  and  their  wives  and  families  for  an  added  dollar,  just’as 
there  are  coal  shippers  and  coal  retailers  who  would  do  this  thing. 

If  there  is  corruption  in  the  fulfillment  of  coal  contracts  in  the  city  of 
Chicago,  there  is  only  one  way  to  stop  it.  That  is  to  elect  to  office  men 
who  do  not  connive  with  every  contractor  who  supplies  merchandise  or  ma¬ 
terial  to  the  city,  in  the  interest  of  personal  graft.  V’hen  there  are  honest 
politicians  and  officeholders  there  will  be  honest  coal  contractors,  and  every 
honest  coal  man  will  be  found  in  the  lists  anxious  to  submit  figures  and 
obtain  this  business  if  he  can  do  so  legitimately.  But  as  long  as  the  office¬ 
holders  are  reeking  with  corruption,  some  of  the  honest  coal  men  who  have 
regard  for  their  reputations  will  not  submit  bids,  considering  that  there  are 
other  things  more  precious  in  life  than  the  dollar. 

Mr.  Patterson  is,  comparatively  speaking,  a  young  man.  He  seems  to 
be  earnest  in  his  efforts  to  accomplish  some  lasting  reform.  We  do  not 
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doubt  his  sincerity.  But  if  he  is  really  anxious  to  do  the  things  which  he 
claims  he  is,  let  him  begin  with  the  public  conscience  and  awaken  it  to  the 
real  situation.  Then  there  will  be  no  necessity  of  talking  about  buying 
coal  from  the  mines  or  anywhere  else.  It  can  be  bought  from  the  citizens 
of  Chicago,  and  every  ton  of  it  will  be  delivered,  while  the  quality  will 
meet  every  exacting  provision  of  the  contract  under  which  the  business  was 
awarded. 

How  a  Car  Shortage  Originates. 

Reference  to  a  prospective  car  shortage  at  this  season  of  the  year  is  the 
conventional  province  of  d  trade  newspaper  which  represents  any  industry 
making  shipments  in  commodity  lots.  The  Black  Diamond,  through  its 
news  columns,  for  several  weeks  past  has  called  attention  to  the  critical 
situation  which  was  certain  to  develop  in  transportation  circles.  We  have 
no  ulterior  motive  in  trying  to  depict  the  conditions  as  they  really  exist. 
Whether  a  coal  company  sells  its  product  the  first  week  in  September  or 
the  first  week  in  October  has  no  effect  upon  us.  We  know  that  a  certain 
amount  of  tonnage  must  be  purchased  for  consumption  to  meet  the  ordinary 
fuel  requirements  of  the  country.  Any  suggestions,  therefore,  relating  to 
the  proper  time  at  which  to  purchase  coal  are  offered  for  the  purpose  pf 
benefiting  our  readers  and  particularly  to  benefit  the  retail  interests.  Through 
discussing  these  matters  in  the  columns  of  this  paper,  information  is  con¬ 
veyed  to  coal  men  along  broad  lines  for  their  benefit.  Such  information 
should  be  carefully  weighed,  and  if  it  contains  the  nub  of  a  new  idea  or  a 
new  suggestion  it  should  be  accepted  at  its  true  worth. 

The  outlook  for  prompt  transportation  during  the  next  two  months  cer¬ 
tainly  is  most  grave.  It  is  true  that  every  important  railroad  in  the  United 
States  has  increased  its  car  equipment  during  the  past  year  and  has  greater 
facilities  for  transporting  freight  than  ever  before  in  its  history,  so  that  at 
first  thought  it  might  appear  that  this  statement  as  to  the  present  critical  situa¬ 
tion  was  exaggerated. 

There  are  certain  physical  conditions  that  must  be  met  in  rail  transpor¬ 
tation.  If  a  railroad  had  equipment  available  to  haul  ten  times  its  ordinary 
freight  traffic,  it  might  at  times  be  crippled  in  the  prompt  movement  of  its 
tonnage.  It  is  equipped  to  haul  a  normal  tonnage,  such  as  ordinarily  origi¬ 
nates  on  its  rails  at  certain  periods  of  the  year.  Its  terminal  facilities  and 
switches  are  sufficient  only  for  the  maximum  of  freight  tonnage  hauled  at 
the  season  of  greatest  activity.  Any  abnormal  transportation  demands  create 
entirely  new  conditions. 

This  year  the  railroads  will  have  to  face  abnormal  conditions.  The  grain 
crop  of  the  west  is  the  largest  ever  known.  The  corn  crop  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  valley  is  immense  in  its  proportions.  Agriculture  is  at  the  pinnacle  of 
prosperity.  The  railroads  will  be  obliged  to  utilize  every  car  that  they  can 
command.  What  will  be  the  result?  They  will  not  have  trackage  room  at 
terminal  points  to  handle  all  these  cars.  There  will  be  serious  congestions 
of  loaded  and  empty  cars  at  terminal  and  junction  points.  These  conditions 
will  take  days  and  weeks  to  untangle.  In  the  meantime  low-grade  freight, 
such  ns  coal,  will  be  suffering  the  greatest  delays  and  the  most  neglect. 

Dealers  who  wait  until  the  last  moment  to  send  in  their  orders  for  one 
or  five  cars  of  coal,  expecting  that  they  will  be  filled  immediately,  may  meet 
with  keen  disappointment.  If  these  orders  are  filled  at  any  time  before  three 
or  four  weeks  have  elapsed  after  they  were  placed,  some  of  these  dealers 
may  feel  that  they  are  fortunate.  Fuel  famines  will  be  caused  because  the 
retail  merchant  is  not  provident  in  looking  into  the  future  to  prepare  for 
just  such  conditions  as  these.  If  the  winter  should  open  early  there  may  be 
some  suffering.  Prices  will  advance,  and  the  merchant  who  waits  until  the 
last  moment  before  buying  his  coal  will  be  obliged  to  pay  much  more  for  it 
than  he  would  at  present  or  last  month. 

There  was  little  coal  stored  during  the  summer,  and  the  demands  on 
transportation  companies  as  to  this  commodity  alone  will  be  far  greater  than 
they  have  been  during  any  autumn  or  winter  season  the  past  three  years. 
Need  anything  more  be  said  on  the  subject?  The  situation  is  grave  and  the 
coal  dealer  who  does  not  cover  his  requirements  soon  will  appreciate  that 
this  was  good  advice  six  or  eight  weeks  later,  when  it  is  too  late. 

The  situation  has  all  of  the  elements  which  mean  loss  and  delay  to  retail 
coal  merchants  later  on.  Dealers  and  consumers  who  are  dilatory  about  tak¬ 
ing  in  coal  now  will  suffer  in  the  end  and  then  possibly  will  blame  the  coal 
shippers  for  troubles  for  which  they  alone  are  responsible. 

Effect  of  Mergers  on  Miners. 

Among  the  mine  workers  in  Indiana  there  has  been  considerable  dis¬ 
cussion  as  to  the  result  of  the  consolidation  that  has  been  going  on,  from 
their  standpoint.  This  subject  is  an  important  one,  for  the  reason  that 
many  miners  fear  they  will  have  less  work.  They  reason  that  the  consoli¬ 
dated  company  will  close  down  its  properties,  or  part  of  them,  for  the 
purpose  of  restricting  production,  thereby  advancing  the  price  of  coal. 


This  is  a  shallow  way  in  which  to  consider  the  subject.  The  consolida¬ 
tion  of  coal  properties  in  the  west  has  had  a  twofold  purpose  in  view.  One 
of  these  is  to  accomplish  important  economies  through  placing  the  mine 
management  in  competent  hands,  through  economy  in  the  accounting  depart¬ 
ment  and  a  less  cost  per  ton  for  selling  the  coal  than  by  the  small  operator. 
Another  important  factor  has  been  to  merge  a  number  of  companies  fur¬ 
nishing  sufficient  tonnage,  so  that  the  producing  company  can  accept  a  large 
contract  and  fill  it.  The  individual  mine  owner,  dependent  on  one  line  of 
railroad,  could  not  do  this,  because  he  could  not  always  obtain  cars  at  cer¬ 
tain  periods  of  the  year,  and  his  tonnage  was  not  sufficient,  even  though  he 
was  operating  on  full  time,  to  furnish  all,  the  coal  required  to  supply  a 
large  contract. 

The  large  companies  will  operate  on  as  full  time  as  possible.  They 
will  have  as  their  first  consideration  a  desire  to  make  as  much  money  as 
they  can  legitimately.  They  can  not  make  a  profit  if  their  mines  are  closed 
and  interest  on  bonded  indebtedness  continues.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  there 
are  various  reasons  for  thinking  that  the  western  mergers  will  result  in 
better  working  time  for  all  the  miners  now  employed.  Being  larger  factors 
in  the  situation,  they  may  be  able  to  retain  at  home  business  which  in  the 
past  has  gone  by  their  mine,  to  some  other  point  where  it  could  be  handled 
to  better  advantage. 

Western  "Development  of  Coal  Mines. 

There  are  few  even  among  those  identified  with  the  coal  industry  who 
appreciate  the  rapid  development  of  coal  mines  that  has  occurred  in  the 
western  states  within  the  last  few  years.  The  report  of  the  state  geologist 
of  Indiana  has  recently  come  to  hand  and  in  connection  with  the  report  of 
Mine  Inspector  James  Epperson,  which  is  a  part  of  this  volume,  some  inter¬ 
esting  facts  have  been  brought  to  light.  During  the  year  there  were  forty- 
two  mines  opened  and  twenty-three  new  mining  companies  were  organized 
to  engage  in  the  production  of  fuel.  Only  ten  of  the  mines  previously  oper¬ 
ating  in  the  state  were  abandoned.  In  connection  with  the  new  development 
the  report  contains  the  following  statement : 

“The  year  1904  marks  the  greatest  period  in  the  development  of  mining 
properties  in  the  history  of  the  state.  During  that  period  twenty-three  new 
mining  properties  in  the  history  of  the  state.  During  that  period  twenty- 
three  new  coal  companies  were  organized  and  forty-two  new  mines  opened 
and  developed,  which  are  distributed  in  the  various  counties  as  follows: 
Clay  county,  five  new  coal  companies  and  fourteen  new  mines,  nine  block 
and  five  bituminous  ;  Greene  county,  two  new  companies  and  three  new  mines ; 
Gibson  county,  one  new  company  and  one  new  mine ;  Knox  county,  two  new 
companies  and  two  new  mines ;  Parke  county,  two  new  mines ;  Perry 
county,  one  new  company  and  one  new  mine;  Sullivan  county,  seven  new 
companies  and  eleven  new  mines ;  Vermillion  county,  one  new  company  and 
two  new  mines;  Vigo  county,  three  new  companies  and  five  new  mines; 
Warrick  county,  one  new  company  and  one  new  mine. 

“In  addition  to  the  new  mines  opened,  three  of  the  older  ones,  viz.,  the 
Keystone  at  Shelburn,  Hymera  No.  1  and  the  Island  Valley  No.  2,  have 
been  sunk  to  seams  at  a  lower  depth.  As  shown  by  the  table  of  new 
mines,  twenty-two  are  hand  or  pick  mines ;  twenty  electric  chain  machine 
mines,  and  three  compressed  air  punching  machine  mines,  the  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  which,  especially  those  in  the  bituminous  field,  have  been  equipped 
with  the  latest  improved  machinery  of  all  kinds,  such  as  box  car  loaders, 
shaker  screens,  self-dumping  cages,  etc.,  and  should  approximately  increase 
the  coal  capacity  of  the  state  at  least  twenty  per  cent.” 

This  brief  summary  of  the  progress  in  coal  mining  in  Indiana  during 
last  year  is  interesting  as  showing  its  rapid  development.  An  increase  of  twenty 
per  cent  in  the  output  of  this  state  is  an  indication  that  adjacent  fields  also 
have  increased  their  tonnage  to  the  same  remarkable  extent.  Furthermore, 
many  of  the  mines  which  were  included  in  the  list  of  new  operations  in  that 
state  will  continue  to  increase  their  capacity  for  a  j'ear  or  two  to  come. 
Where  they  commenced  production  the  latter  part  of  last  year  the  tonnage 
produced  in  most  instances  was  comparatively  light,  the  greater  proportion 
of  the  increase  occurring  the  present  year.  Along  this  line  the  large  per¬ 
centage  of  machine  mines  as  compared  with  the  total  furnishes  much 
food  for  thought.  Generally,  mines  of  the  larger  class  are  equipped  with 
mining  machines,  if  the  conditions  will  warrant  their  use.  This  is  to  enable 
the  produejng  company  to  produce  a  large  tonnage.  It  can  safely  be  con¬ 
cluded  that  most  of  the  machine  mines  will  have  a  large  tonnage  and  tliat 
they  will  continue  to  increase  the  production  of  the  state  in  the  future.  They 
can  be  further  increased  as  to  capacity  very  easily  if  conditions  demand  that 
more  coal  be  taken  from  the  ground. 

Comparatively  speaking,  the  abandonment  .of  ten  mines  does  not  affect  the 
production  to  the  amount  expected.  Many  of  these  properties  were  opened 
when  mining  was  in  its  infancy  in  that  state,  and  therefore  they  never  did 
have  a  large  production,  nor  could  their  capacity  have  been  increased  so 
that  it  would  have  been  much  of  a  factor  in  recent  years. 
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Western  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


W.  n.  Piigli,  a  well-known  coal  dealer  and 
sliipper  at  Racine,  Wis.,  was  in  Chicago  during 
the  week  calling  on  a  number  of  his  personal 
friends. 

George  Merryweather,  general  western  agent 
of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  the  Rookery,  Chicago, 
returned  the  latter  {)art  of  last  week  from  a 
business  trip  to  New  York  city  and  other  eastern 
points. 

D.  E.  McMillan,  western  manager  of  C.  G. 
Blake  &  Co.,  with  offices  in  the  Old  Colony  build¬ 
ing,  Chicago,  returned  the  early  part  of  the  week 
from  a  business  trip  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Mr. 
McMillan  stopped  off  at  several  cities  in  Ohio 
on  his  return  trip. 

W.  H.  Howe  wi‘hdrew  from  the  firm  of  George 
G.  Pope  &  Co.  on  August  twenty-ninth  and  the 
business  will  be  conducted  under  the  same  name 
as  heretofore  at  the  offices  in  the  Bedford  build¬ 
ing,  Chicago.  George  G.  Pope  and  Henry,  P. 
Pope  are  the  present  members  of  the  firm. 

The  many  friends  will  regret  to  learn  that  Mrs. 
Deland,  wife  of  W.  P.  J.  Deland,  general  sales¬ 
man  at  Chicago  for  S.  C.  Schenck,  agent  of  the 
coal  department  of  the  Delaware,  Lackavtanna  & 
Western,  is  very  ill,  and  will  go  to  Monroe,  Mich., 
as  soon  as  she  is  able  to  travel.  A  nurse  is  with 
her  constantly. 

The  Windsor  Coal  Co.  has  been  formed  in  Chi¬ 
cago  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  a  general 
wholesale  business  in  coal  and  coke  by  J.  E. 
Windsor,  president,  and  A.  R.  Hansen,  secre¬ 
tary.  The  company  has  secured  offices  at  suites 
650-655  Old  Colony  building,  and  already  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  business. 

A.  K.  Mordue,  eldest  son  of  Colonel  T.  N. 
Mordue,  resident  manager  for  Castner,  Curran 
&  Bullitt  at  Chicago,  has  been  tendered  a  posi¬ 
tion  as  traveling  salesman  with  the  Vandalia 
Coal  Co.  He  will  have  territory  in  northern 
Indiana  and  will  make  his  headquarters  in  In¬ 
dianapolis  in  the  future. 

W.  H.  Comstock  of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc., 
the  Rookery,  Chicago,  has  returned  from  an  ex¬ 
tended  vacation  trip,  during  which  he  took  a  trip 
to  Mackinac  island,  down  the  lakes  to  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  and  by  rail  to  his  old  home  at  Mechanics- 
burg,  Pa.,  where  he  remained  for  several  days 
visiting  friends  and  relatives. 

A.  P.  Swanstrom,  traveling  sales  agent  for  the 
Pioneer  Fuel  Co.,  Minneapolis,  has  resigned  his 
position  to  become  city  agent  of  the  Ohio  Coal 
Co.,  at  St.  Paul.  W.  R.  Rathbun,  city  sales 
agent  for  the  Pioneer  Fuel  Co.,  has  been  pro¬ 
moted  to  the  position  of  traveling  sales  agent  and 
will  cover  the  territory  formerly  traveled  by  Mr. 
Swanstrom. 

Capt.  T.  A.  Lemmon  of  the  Chicago,  Wilming¬ 
ton  &  Vermillion  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  building, 
Cliicago,  is  in  Denver  this  week  accompanied  by 
Mrs.  Lemmon,  in  attendance  at  the  annual  re¬ 
union  of  the  grand  army.  He  will  remain  there 
until  the  early  part  of  next  week,  but  before  his 
return  will  visit  many  points  of  interest  in  the 
Rocky  mountains. 

The  election  of  Charles  R.  Spalding  as  vice- 
president  of  the  Mitchell  Spalding  Coal  Co.,  Bed¬ 
ford  building,  Chicago,  is  announced.  Mr.  Spald¬ 
ing  was  long  identified  with  this  company,  but  re¬ 
tired  in  the  spring  of  1903  and  removed  to  the 
east,  where  he  resided  on  his  farm  until  recently. 
Ilis  return  to  Chicago  will  be  appreciated  by  his 
large  circle  of  old-time  friends. 

Joseph  Fagot,  a  well-known  coal  dealer  of 
Remington,  Ind.,  was  killed  in  an  automobile  ac¬ 
cident  near  Rensselaer,  Ind.,  the  latter  part  of  last 
week.  While  crossing  a  bridge  he  lost  control 
of  the  machine,  which  plunged  over  an  eight-foot 
embankment,  pinioning  Fagot  underneath  in  a 
pool  of  muddy  water.  His  two  sons,  eleven  and 
thirteen  years  of  age,  who  occupied  the  rear 
seats,  were  uninjured. 

The  By-Products  Coke  Corporaton,  as  it  will 
be  known,  the  company  operating  Semet-Solvay 
ovens  on  the  Calumet  river  in  South  Chicago, 
has  let  the  contract  for  its  supply  of  coal  from 
the  smokeless  fields  of  West  Virginia.  The  com¬ 


pany  has  contracted  for  the  delivery  of  10,000 
tons  of  nut  and  slack  each  month  till  April  first 
of  next  year.  Deliveries  on  this  business  began 
with  September  first,  and  the  coal  will  be 
brought  to  Chicago  all-rail  until  next  year  at 
least,  'file  awarding  of  this  contract  is  an  indi¬ 
cation  that  the  company  will  shortly  commence 
producing  coke.  Its  main  offices  are  at  Syr¬ 
acuse,  New  York. 

Philip  Hofman  of  Hofman  Bros.,  coal  dealers 
at  Williametle,  Ill.,  a  suburb  of  Chicago,  was  re¬ 
cently  robbed  of  a  large  sum  of  money  near  that 
town  and  left  senseless  by  the  roadside.  On  his 
return  from  collecting  rent  from  some  property 
which  he  owns  he  was  held  up  by  robbers,  who 
rifled  his  pockets  and  then  beat  him  into  insen¬ 
sibility.  The  police  are  investigating  the  matter, 
but  have  not  secured  any  trace  of  the  perpetra¬ 
tors  of  the  crime. 

Fred  Grouch,  a  well-known  coal  dealer  of  San¬ 
dusky,  Ohio,  passed  through  Chicago  recently  on 
liis  way  to  Deadwood,  S.  D.,  where  he  will  re¬ 
main  for  some  time  inspecting  important  mining 
properties  which  he  owns  at  that  point.  Mr. 
Grouch  is  one  of  the  oldest  coal  dealers  in  the 
state  of  Ohio  in  point  of  continuous  connection 
with  the  trade..  He  has  been  in  the  business 
at  Sandusky  for  thirty  years,  but  still  regards 
himself  as  one  of  “the  boys.” 

The  R.  B.  Harder  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  suite  501- 
502  Plymouth  building,  Chicago,  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  northwest  agents  for  the  celebrated  Le¬ 
high  White  Ash  anthracite  produced  by  the  East 
Boston  Coal  Co.,  of  Kinston,  Pa.  This  coal  is 
mined  on  the  Lehigh  Valley  railroad,  and  it  is 
claimed  for  it  that  it  is  one  of  the  best  coals 
produced  in  the  anthracite  field.  It  has  already 
been  introduced  in  the  western  trade  and  has 
met  with  favor  among  consumers. 

A.  M.  Ogle,  president;  John  McFadyen,  vice- 
president  and  general  manager,  and  A.  O.  Tandy, 
western  manager  of  the  Vandalia  Coal  Co.,  left 
Chicago  Monday  evening  for  an  inspection  of 
the  various  properties  in  Indiana  recently  taken 
over  by  the  Vandalia  Coal  Co.  The  inspection 
trip  will  be  an  extended  one  and  will  include  a 
visit  to  each  of  the  twenty-six  mines  of  the  com¬ 
pany.  It  is  expected  it  will  require  all  of  the 
present  week  and  the  greater  part  of  next  week. 

Theodore  G.  Warden,  president  of  the  Warden 
Coal  Washing  Co.,  of  Chicago,  was  married 
this  week  at  San  Luis  Obispo,  Cal.,  to  Miss  Anna 
Norton  of  that  city.  The  wedding  was  a  surprise 
to  the  friends  and  business  associates  of  Mr. 
Warden.  Miss  Norton  was  a  belle  in  California 
social  circles.  They  will  probably  reside  in  that 
state  during  the  autumn  and  winter,  but  will  re¬ 
turn  before  the  holidays  to  the  Chicago  home  of 
Mr.  Warden,  4325  Drexel  boulevard,  for  a  brief 
stay. 

Henry  J.  Elliott,  in  charge  of  the  sales  of  gas 
coal  at  Chicago  for  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  re¬ 
turned  the  early  part  of  the  week  from  northern 
lake  points.  Mr.  Elliott  is  a  sufferer  from  hay- 
fever,  having  acquired  that  fashionable  but  rather 
aggravating  malady  when  he  resided  with  the  bon 
ton  of  the  northwest  in  St.  Paul,  and  these  yearly 
trips  are  for  the  sake  of  securing  relief  from  it. 
He  returned  to  Chicago  in  good  health,  but  the 
warm  weather  the  middle  of  the  week  caused 
a  return  of  the  trouble. 

.  The  Vandalia  Coal  Co.  has  leased  suite  .1539 
and  1540  on  the  fifteenth  floor  of  the  Monadnock 
building,  Chicago,  and  will  open  its  western  offices 
within  a  few  days.  These  offices  are  very  com¬ 
modious  and  well  arranged,  for  the  extensive 
western  and  Chicago  business  of  the  company. 
A.  O.  Tandy,  one  of  the  best  known  of  Chicago 
coal  men,  who  has  been  identified  with  A.  M. 
Ogle  for  a  number  of  years  in  his  various  coal 
enterprises,  has  been  appointed  manager  in  charge 
of  the  western  business,  which  will  be  transacted 
through  this  office. 

C.  W.  Gilmore,  vice-president  of  the  Crescent 
Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Plymouth  building,  Chicago, 
has  returned  from  his  summer  vacation  trip,  dur¬ 
ing  which  he  visited  many  of  the  important  sum¬ 
mer  resorts  and  other  points  of  interest  in  the 


east.  He  was  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Gilmore. 
The  trip  included  a  visit  to  .Montreal  and  Quebec, 
a  number  of  days  spent  at  Saratoga  Springs  and 
in  the  lake  region  of  northern  New  York,  a  trip 
down  the'  Hudson  river  by  boat,  several  days 
spent  in  New  York  city,  VVashington  and  other 
eastern  cities.  '  Mr.  Gilmore  returns  to  Chicago 
in  the  very  best  of  health  as  a  result  of  the  rec¬ 
reation  and  has  already  assumed  his  duties  with 
the  Crescent  Co. 

John  T.  Connery,  president  of  the  Miami  Coal 
Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  returned  to 
Chicago  Tuesday  morning  from  Atlantic  City,  as 
a  result  of  the  serious  illness  of  his  baby.  He 
went  to  Atlantic  City  last  week  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  a  much  needed  vacation,  but  shortly 
after  his  departure  from  Chicago  the  child  was 
taken  ill  and  on  Sunday  he  was  called  up  by  long 
distance  telephone,  returning  to  the  west  on  the 
next  train.  Mr.  Connery  has  the  sympathy  of  his 
numerous  friends  in  Chicago  and  all  join  in  the 
hope  that  the  child  will  speedily  recover. 

As  a  result  of  the  teamsters’  strike  last  spring, 
the  impression  has  prevailed  in  the  coal  trade  to 
some  extent  that  coal  companies  affected  were 
still  under  the  boycott  of  the  labor  unions.  The 
strike  has  been  declared  off  and  with  this  act 
the  boycott  of  the  union  teamsters  against  the 
coal  firms,  including  the  Peabody  Coal  Co.,  of 
Chicago,  was  removed.  The  Peabody  Coal  Co. 
is  one  of  the  largest  employers  of  union  labor 
in  the  state.  In  every  mine  operated  by  this  com¬ 
pany  union  miners  are  employed,  and  the  relations 
of  the  company  to  its  men  have  been  the  most 
satisfactory  possible. 

Arthur  A.  Sweet,  general  manager  of  the 
Western  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah, 
was  in  Chicago  during  the  week  looking  after  the 
business  interests  of  this  company.  Mr.  Sweet 
reports  that  the  company  is  developing  bitumi¬ 
nous  coal  of  a  high  quality  on  the  Rio  Grande 
railroad  by  means  of  tunnels  and  inclines.  This 
coal  is  of  good  coking  quality,  and  it  is  planned 
to  develop  it  and  build  coke  ovens  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  selling  it  to  the  smelting  trade  in  the 
west.  The  company  does  not  think  it  is  getting 
a  satisfactory  price  for  its  coal  unless  it  makes 
a  profit  of  at  least  $1.00  a  ton  on  all  it  can 
produce. 

The  Western  Fuel  Co.,  with  offices  and  a  rail 
yard  at  Adams  and  Rockwell  streets,  Chicago, 
has  just  built  at  a  cost  of  $10,000  what  is  believed 
to  be  one  of  the  most  modern  coal  offices  and 
barns  in  the  state  of  Illinois.  The  rapid  growth 
of  the  trade  of  this  company  has  also  made  it 
necessary  for  it  to  double  the  size  of  its  main 
yard.  Large  new  soft  coal  pockets  are  being 
built,  which  will  furnish  additional  facilities. 
These  pockets  are  of  entirely  new  design,  en¬ 
abling  the  company  to  give  both  its  old  and  new 
customers  the  best  coal  and  the  best  service  for 
the  least  money.  Stephen  B.  Jones,  president  of 
this  companj',  is  active  and  aggressive  in  his  busi¬ 
ness  methods,  and  the  expansion  of  the  business 
is  a  tribute  to  his  ability  and  integrity  as  a  coal 
merchant. 

Mrs.  C.  L.  Dering,  wife  of  C.  L.  Dering,  Chi¬ 
cago  manager  of  S.  C.  Schenck,  agent  of  the  coal 
department  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western,  has  earned  a  high  place  as  cham¬ 
pion  golf  player.  In  the  western  championship 
•  play  last  week  at  the  Homewood  club,  Chicago, 
she  easily  carried  off  the  honors,  having  no  diffi¬ 
culty  in  securing  the  western  championship  after 
the  first  round,  which  constituted  her  closest 
game.  Mrs.  Dering  has  been  playing  golf  for 
the  past  seven  years,  devoting  much  of  her  time 
to  it  during  the  summer  months,  but  it  was  only 
this  year  that  she  entered  the  lists  for  high 
honors.  Her  first  victory  was  won  during  mid¬ 
summer,  followed  last  week  by  the  championship 
victory.  Mrs.  Dering  is  a  member  of  the  Mid¬ 
lothian  Golf  club,  one  of  the  most  exclusive  golf 
organizations  in  the  west.  In  addition  to  winning 
the  championship  cup,  she  was  awarded  the 
championship  medal,  a  very  handsome  affair  of 
solid  gold.  In  addition  to  being  a  golf  enthu¬ 
siast  Mrs.  Dering  is  very  athletic  in  her  inclina¬ 
tions,  devoting  much  of  her  time  to  hunting  and 
fishing  during  the  proper  seasons  of  the  year. 
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^  Modern  Mine  in  the  Carteruille  District 


Carterville  coal  is  attracting  a  large  amount 
of  attention  in  the  western  markets  as  a  domestic 
and  steam  fuel,  on  account  of  its  high  preparation 
and  the  modern  character  of  most  of  the  mines 
in  that  field.  Probably  one  of  the  best  of  the  com¬ 
paratively  new  operations  is  the  Wh'te  Ash  mine 
of  the  Chicago  &  Marion  Coal  Co.,  located  in  the 
Carterville  district  of  Illinois,  on  the  Chicago  & 
Eastern  Illinois  railroad,  about  midway  between 


screens,  under  which  are  four  loading  tracks  for 
preparing  the  coal  in  the  four  different  sizes  gen¬ 
erally  recognized  as  standard  for  the  Carterville 
region,  namely:  Lump  over  a  si.x-inch  screen; 
egg  through  a  six-inch  and  over  a  three-inch 
screen  ;  nut  through  a  three-inch  and  over  a  one 
and  a  half-inch  screen.  The  screenings  comprise 
all  coal  that  passes  through  the  ejne  and  a  lialf- 
inch  screen.  Whde  the  company  has  not  yet 


capacity  of  this  mine,  which  is  expected  to  he 
between  2,000  and  2 .500  tons  for  an  eight-hom 
day. 

The  tipple,  screens  and  machinery  are  all  set 
upon  very  heavy  concrete  foundations,  and  every 
particle  of  machinery  about  the  plant  works  as 
smoothly  as  could  be  des'red.  no  jar  or  vibration 
being  noticeable. 

The  blacksmith  shop  is  a  large  and  commodi 


TIPPLE,  BOILER  HOUSE  AND  ENGINE  ROOM  AT  THE  WHITE  ASH  MINE  OF  THE 
CHICAGO  &  MARION  COAL  CO.,  CARTERVILLE  DISTRICT. 


SHOP,  BARN,  FAN-HOUSE  AND  OFFICE  AT  WHITE  ASH  MINE  OF  THE  CHICAGO  & 
MARION  COAL  CO.,  CARTERVILLE  DISTRICT. 


Marion  and  Johnston  City.  In  point  of  equip¬ 
ment  so  that  the  preparation  might  be  the  best 
obtainable  no  expense  was  spared  in  opening  this 
property. 

The  company  has  a  large  tract  of  coal  consist¬ 
ing  of  several  hundred  acres  of  the  thick  vein 
Carterville  seam,  eighty  acres  of  which  is  owned  in 
fee,  and  the  remainder  is  leased  on  a  low  royalty 
basis.  As  this  vein  yields  about  10,000  tons  of 
coal  to  the  acre,  it  will  readily  be  seen  that  the 
company  has  many  years  of  work  ahead  of  it. 
and  an  almost  inexhaustible  supply  of  coal. 

Referring  to  the  plant  proper  one  is  at  once 
attracted  by  the  modern  mining  ideas  which  were 


installed  a  box  car  loader,  it  ships  both  lump  and 
run-of-mine  loaded  in  box  cars  when  desired  by 
its  customers. 

Surface  Buildiugs  Built  for  Durabllty. 

The  engine  house  is  one  of  the  ornate  struc¬ 
tures  comprised  in  the  plant.  It  is  built  of  brick 
and  equipped  with  eighteen  by  thirty-six-inch  Dan¬ 
ville  engines  of  direct  or  first  motion  type,  and  an 
Ingersoll-Sergeant  air  compressor,  with  a  capacity 
of  fifteen  punchers  for  mining  the  coal  by  ma¬ 
chinery,  this  being  what  is  commonly  known  as  a 
“machine”  mine. 

The  engine  room  is  in  charge  of  George  Ing, 


ous  structure  and  is  fully  equipped,  not  only  with 
a  complete  set  of  regular  blacksmith  tools,  forges 
and  the  other  necessary  machinery,  but  also  with 
an  outfit  for  cutting  and  fitting  pipe,  so  that  the 
smith  is  well  prepared  to  do  anything  in  this  line 
that  is  necessary  around  the  property. 

The  barn  is  of  ample  size  to  accommodkte 
several  head  of  live  stock,  and  a  supply  of  feed, 
although  as  a  general  thing,  most  of  the  mules 
are  kept  in  a  stable  specially  fitted  up  under¬ 
ground  in  the  mine  and  are  rarely  brought  to  the 
surface  except  for  rest  and  pasture  occasionally, 
to  keep  them  in  good  condition. 

The  air  shaft  is  equipped  with  a  fan  house. 


TIPPLE  OF  WHITE  ASH  MINE,  SHOWING  THE  POUR  LOADING  TRACKS. 


WHITE  ASH  EGG  COAL  LOADED  READY  FOR  SHIPMENT  TO  THE  TRADE. 


utilized  in  constructing  it.  It  is  equipped  with 
modern  machinery,  is  substantial  and  well  built, 
and  was  put  up  with  a  view  to  the  long  life  of 
the  property,  the  economical  production  of  coal 
and  its  careful  preparation,  without  regard  to  the 
initial  cost  of  the  equipment.  The  main  shaft  is 
a  double  compartment,  nine  by  fifteen  feet  in  the 
clear,  extending  100  feet  to  the  top  of  the  coal. 
1  he  tipple  is  of  very  heavy  wooden  construction, 
equipped  with  self-dumping  steel  cages  and  shaker 


first  engineer,  and  it  is  kept  in  the  very  best  of 
condition  at  all  times,  everything  being  as  clean 
mid  as  carefully  looked  after  as  though  a  special 
inspection  on  the  part  of  the  powers  that  be  were 
expected  to  occur  every  day. 

The  boiler  house  is  also  of  brick  construction, 
and  at  present  contains  two  large  boilers  of 
ample  capacity  for  running  the  plant  for  some 
time  to  come.  Additional  boilers  will  be  added, 
however,  as  the  tonnage  increases  to  the  ultimate 


engine,  twelve-foot  steel  fan,  and  a  stairway  for 
escapement. 

One  of  the  neat  buildings  at  this  plant  w'hich 
immediately  attracts  attention  is  the  office.  It  is 
very  attractive  in  architecture,  being  built  along 
sinqile  lines  and  contains  two  large  rooms.  The 
outer  one  is  for  the  accommodation  of  the  men  in 
drawing  their  pay,  posting  of  bulletins,  etc.,  while 
the  inner  is  the  bookkeeper’s  workshop  and  the 
office  of  the  mine  superintendent.  In  front  of  the 
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l)u  Iding  is  the  railroad  track  scale  over  which  all 
loaded  cars  pass  and  are  weighed  by  the  book¬ 
keeper,  who  is  not  obliged  to  leave  the  oflice  to 
do  the  weighing.  The  mine  superintendent  is 
Robert  Owens  and  the  bookkeeper  at  the  mines 
is  Oscar  Henderson. 

The  yard  adjacent  to  the  mines  has  ample 
sw  tch  room  for  holding  a  plentiful  supply  of 
empty  cars,  as  well  as  to  provide  storage  for 
those  that  are  loaded,  while  they  are  waiting  to 
be  switched. 

Is  II  Model  .Mine  Uiidergroimd. 

Going  below,  the  same  model  conditions  pre¬ 
vail  as  are  found  at  the  surface.  The  mine, 
although  only  a  year  and  a  half  old,  is  found  to 
have  several  hundred  yards  of  main  and  cross 
entries,  along  which  are  laid  new  sixteen  and 
twenty  pouiul  steel  rails,  and  complete  lines  of 
pipe  for  rumrng  the  machines  by  compressed  air. 
The  entries  are  kept  in  the  very  best  of  condition, 
graded  up  several  inches  high  in  the  center,  with 
(Irains  on  each  side  to  carry  off  the  water.  These 
roads,  owing  to  the  excellent  condition  in  which 
they  are  maintained,  are  at  all  times  dry  and 
satisfactory  to  walk  upon  for  both  man  and 
beast.  There  is  a  complement  of  new  pit  cars  of 
two  and  one-half  tons  capacity,  and  six  punching 
machines  in  operation  at  present.  The  bottom  is 
well  laid  out  for  the  rapid  handling  of  coal,  and, 
taken  all  in  all,  it  is  believed  that  this  mine  can 
produce  and  load  coal  on  cars  as  cheaply  as,  if 
not  more  cheaply  than,  any  other  mine  in  the 
state. 

The  vein  of  coal  mmed  is  the  regular  Carter- 
ville  or  Big  Muddy  seam  running  from  eight  to 
nine  feet  thick  of  solid  coal,  with  a  band  or  part¬ 
ing  never  over,  and  usually  less  than,  half  an 


hich  thick.  The  roof,  as  a  general  thing,  is  of 
hard  slate,  although  in  some  places  the  slate 
has  worked  out,  leaving  solid  limestone,  so  that 
very  little  timbering  is  necessary.  It  is  custom¬ 
ary  in  these  thick  vein  mines  to  leave  a  foot  or  so 
of  coal  on  the  roof  as  protection,  but  when  a 
room  is  worked  out,  the  coal  is  taken  down. 

t.'oal  1»  ol  IIlKh  (Quality. 

The  quality  of  the  coal  is  regarded  as  the  top 
notch  of  even  the  high  grade  Carterville  district 
coal,  a  significant  fact  being  that  on  a  large  con¬ 
tract  which  took  the  great  bulk  of  the  output  of 
the  mine  up  to  the  first  of  last  April,  not  a  single 
car  was  rejected  during  the  year;  and  this  con¬ 
tract  has  been  renewed  for  another  year.  The 
coal  is  widely  known  and  is  recognized  as  a  splen¬ 
did  locomotive  and  steam  fuel,  and  superior  for 
domestic  use,  the  lump  being  particularly  desir¬ 
able  for  open  grates,  and  the  egg  and  nut  for 
stoves,  ranges  and  house  furnaces,  while  the  mine 
run  and  screenings  are  in  special  demand  for 
general  steam  purposes. 

While  work  on  the  mine  was  started  in  July 
of  1903,  and  the  coal  was  reached  at  a  depth  of 
100  feet  the  following  October,  practically  no  coal 
was  shipped  until  the  latter  part  of  February  in 
1904,  and  all  of  last  year  was  spent  in  driving 
entries,  sinking  the  air  shaft,  and  putting  the 
finish'ng  touches  to  the  construction  of  the  plant 
and  improvements,  but  in  doing  this  work  the 
mine  produced  over  30,000  tons  of  coal  in  1904. 
The  wisdom  of  the  management  in  opening  up 
the  bottom  thoroughly  before  beginning  to  mine 
any  coal  from  the  rooms  is  apparent.  The  pres¬ 
ent  capacity  of  the  mine  is  about  600  tons  a  day, 
but  it  is  expected  that  this  will  be  increased  to  at 
least  1,000  tons  daily  by  or  before  January  first. 


1906,  and  in  another  year  will  nearly  double  that 
tonnage. 

(JwiiB  Town  of  White  Ash. 

One  of  the  first  moves  of  the  company  on 
starting  the  mine  was  to  lay  out  a  townsite  and 
encourage  its  employes  to  buy  lots  on  the  install¬ 
ment  plan  and  build  their  own  homes.  This  was 
christened  ‘‘White  Ash”  and  was  recently  incor¬ 
porated  as  a  village,  the  population  of  which  is 
probably  300  persons,  made  up  very  largely  of 
people  connected  with  the  mine.  There  are  three 
good  general  merchandise  stores,  post  office,  etc. 
While  the  company  built  several  houses  for  the 
accommodation  of  such  employes  as  preferred  to 
rent,  most  of  the  houses  in  the  town  are  owned 
by  the  miners  and  other  employes.  While  the 
town  has  already  grown  wonderfully  fast,  it  is 
likely  that  there  will  be  quite  a  boom,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  the  electric  car  line  running  from 
Marion  to  Spillerton  will,  iivthe  immediate  future, 
be  extended  about  four  miles  to  Johnston  City, 
passing  through  White  Ash.  The  immense  ad¬ 
vantage  to  the  mine  in  having  the  majority  of  its 
employes  domiciled  in  their  own  homes,  within 
five  minutes’  walk  of  the  shaft,  is  readily  appar¬ 
ent. 

The  company  markets  its  product  through  the 
firm  of  Hull  &  Co.,  wholesale  coal  and  coke  ship¬ 
pers,  with  offices  in  the  Fisher  building,  Chicago, 
who  have  been  its  selling  agent  almost  from  the 
beginning. 

The  management  of  the  company  is  in  expe¬ 
rienced  and  safe  hands.  Howard  Tracy,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  firm  of  Hull  &  Co.,  is  the  president: 
C.  A.  Gent,  of  Marion,  is  the  vice-president  and 
has  the  general  management  of  the  office  at  the 
mine;  E.  H.  Irwin,  the  manager  of  Hull  &  Co., 
at, Chicago,  is  the  secretary  and  treasurer. 


Reports  from 


Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  Sept.  7. 

The  holiday  the  first  of  the  week  had  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  make  trade  in  the  local  anthracite  mar¬ 
ket  somewhat  listless  for  several  days,  but  de¬ 
mand  has  been  benefited  by  the  return  of  many 
people  who  have  been  away,  and  who  are  now 
giving  strict  attention  to  business  affairs,  cre¬ 
ating  a  perceptible  increase  in  the  distribution 
of  tonnage  to  the  different  markets.  This  is 
((uite  apparent  at  the  moment  and  with  many  in- 
(luiries  for  future  shipments  of  coal  from  sources 
that  have  heretofore  been  unapproachable  for  ad¬ 
ditional  orders,  the  trade  is  now  eager  to  talk 
business  on  a  considerable  scale  to  secure  full 
protection  on  shipments  for  current  and  later  de¬ 
livery.  The  demand  is  becoming  general  and  in 
the  aggregate  tonnage  of  orders  received  daily 
is  thought  to  be  of  sufficient  volume  to  absorb 
the  product  coming  from  the  collieries.  The  ad¬ 
vance  of  ten  cents  per  ton  in  price  at  wholesale 
to  $5.00  for  egg,  stove  and  chestnut,  and  to  $4.75 
for  broken  coal  in  effect  the  first  of  the  month  at 
New  York  harbor  shipping  ports  has  had  no  de- 
jiressing  effect ;  in  fact,  it  has  stimulated  the  de¬ 
mand  at  these  ports,  which  are  now  handling 
more  coal  than  for  several  weeks  past. 

With  a  further  revival  of  this  trade  shippers 
will  be  able  to  get  better  service  out  of  the  barges 
which  have  not  been  fully  employed  lately.  The 
most  pronounced  activity  apparent  is  in  the  all¬ 
rail  territory,  where  the  immediate  requirements 
are  seemingly  of  more  importance  to  buyers  than 
at  other  points.  The  New  England  market  is 
supplying  a  fair  proportion  of  the  tonnage  now 
benig  shipped,  while  upper  state  and  Canadian 
points  are  also  producing  an  increased  number  of 
orders,  which  are  receiving  prompt  attention. 

Business  Coming  From  Nortlierly  Points. 

This  class  of  trade  is  probably  more  forehanded 
in  taking  on  its  winter’s  supply,  as  in  some  in¬ 
stances  last  year  it  was  greatly  retarded  in  ob¬ 
taining  shipments  as  desired,  byreason  of  the  car 
stringency  and  slow  transportation  when  the  se¬ 
vere  weather  arrived.  Larger  shipments  to  the 
west  are  likely  to  go  forward  this  month,  as  there 
still  remains  considerable  business  unfilled  at 
those  points,  which  it  is  desirable  to  have  finished 
before  lake  storms  prevail  and  the  demand  from 
tidewater  increases.  The  heavy  rainstorm  on 


Sunday  and  Monday  of  this  week  in  the  Mohawk 
valley  of  New  York  state,  washing  out  a  number 
of  bridges  and  roadbeds,  has  temporarily  embar¬ 
rassed  one  or  two  of  the  anthracite  carriers  to  a 
certain  extent,  which  will  be  overcome  in  a  few 
days,  though  it  is  well  for  the  trade  to  remember 
that  should  like  conditions  occur  in  more  active 
times  it  might  affect  seriously  those  not  having 
ample  stocks  on  hand  to  meet  the  emergency. 
The  production  at  the  collieries  for  August  was 
sornewhat  heavier  than  for  the  preceding  month, 
vvhich  was  on  a  restricted  basis.  There  has  been 
little  curtailment  in  the  output  for  the  past  five 
weeks,  only  as  it  was  affected  by  a  temporary 
shut  down,  of  the  collieries  that  were  in  need 
of  repair,  and  it  is  not  likely  that  any  further  cur¬ 
tailment  in  the  tonnage  will  be  made  at  this  time, 
with  the  increased  activity  in  the  market.  The 
steam  grades  of  the  finer  sizes  are  decidedly  im¬ 
proved  in  demand  and  moving  off  freely.  Some 
of  the  descriptions  are  reported  short  and  de¬ 
livery  on  them  is  being  delayed  where  they  are 
promptly  desired.  Pea  and  buckwheat  are  nat¬ 
urally  heavy  and  are  showing  the  pressure  of  the 
heavy  slocks  accumulated. 

Bituminous  Trade  Is  Improved. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  bituminous  trade  shows 
improvement  all  along  the  line,  and  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  there  will  be  no  setback,  as  business  con¬ 
tinues  to  increase  with  the  advance  of  the  fall 
season.  There  is  but  little  spare  coal  to  be  had 
at  any  of  the  Atlantic  ports,  and  the  coal  that  is 
coming  forward  is  in  demand  and  immediately 
taken  up  on  its  arrival.  Some  complaint  is  heard 
of  the  car  supply,  which  is  short  in  some  local¬ 
ities,  but  this  is  a  normal  feature  at  this  time  of 
the  year  and  will  be  heard  from  at  an  increased 
ratio.  The  shortage  of  coastwise  vessels  con¬ 
tinues  at  all  the  ports.  Freights  are  comparative¬ 
ly  strong,  with  a  tendency  to  advance,  and  shoal- 
water  port  vessels  are  subject  to  special  negotia¬ 
tions  over  the  prevailing  rates,  which  apply  on 
the  vessels  of  the  larger  class.  Consumers  must, 
by  reason  of  these  conditions,  expect  from  this 
time  on  more  or  less  delay  in  the  shipment  of 
their  coal,  caused  by  the  delays  that  will  occur  on 
land  and  water  in  the  transportation  of  the  prod¬ 
uct.  The  different  producing  coal  fields  are  all 
feeling  the  general  activity,  and  the  production  in 
most  cases  is  now  well  up  to  normal.  Several 
new  contracts  of  fair  proportions  developed  in 


the  market  during  the  week  and  are  being  placed 
with  the  shippers  having  coal  to  spare,  to  whom 
they  appeal  as  quite  attractive. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  shows  a  large  amount 
of  coal  going  forward  and  shippers  are  all  well 
supplied  with  orders  for  future  delivery  to  this 
territory.  The  difficulty  with  this  business  is  to 
secure  enough  available  vessels  to  carry  it. 
Stocks  of  coal  on  hand  at  present  are  thought 
to  be  larger  here  than  at  the  sound  ports,  though 
the  latter  are  probably  more  indifferent,  as  they 
are  to  receive  improved  handling  facilities  at 
these  points  and  consequently  are  delaying  the 
heavier  shipments  until  later.  This  district,  how¬ 
ever,  shows  an  increased  activity  and  the  de¬ 
sirable  coals  are  in  good  demand. 

All-Rail  Delivery  Is  Iinproved. 

The  all-rail  delivery  to  this  territory  is  also 
improved  and  is  keeping  fully  up  to  other  mar¬ 
kets.  New  York  harbor  is  taking  good  care  of 
all  the  coal  arriving,  with  no  surplus  at  the  ship¬ 
ping  ports,  and  little  coal  at  bargain  prices  is  to 
be  had.  The  prices  f.  o.  b.  the  shipping  ports  are 
firmer  and  range  at  $2.35@2.45  per  ton  for  steam 
grades.  All-rail  business  is  good,  though  pro¬ 
ducers  are  inclined  to  slight  it  from  necessity  in 
some  cases,  to  take  care  of  their  tide  shipments. 
Car  supply  is  fairly  good,  though  some  complaints 
are  heard  and  in  a  few  instances  actual  shortages 
exist.  Transportation  from  mines  to  tide  is  about 
up.  to  schedule,  but  many  instances  of  delayed 
coal  are  reported,  which  interfere  with  individual 
consumers  to  some  extent.  Both  car  supply  and 
ti^ansportation  will  be  affected  from  this  time  on 
for  several  weeks  on  account  of  the  pressure 
of  coal.  The  coastwise  vessel  market  is  in  short 
supply  on  vessel  tonnage,  freights  being  strong 
and  likely  to  advance.  Some  vessels  that  are  out 
of  the  trade  on  account  of  attractive  rates  from 
other  lines  of  business,  will  gradually  work  back 
as  coal  freights  increase,  possibly  within  the  next 
few  weeks,  and  the  situation  will  be  relieved  to 
some  extent.  An  upward  movement  in  freights 
can  be  e.xpected  from  now  on  until  the  maximum 
rates  of  the  winter  are  reached.  We  quote  cur¬ 
rent  rates  of  freight  from  Philadelphia  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  Boston,  Salem  and  Portland,  65@70  cents ; 
to  the  sound.  60  cents ;  Portsmouth  and  Bath,  75 
cents;  Lynn,  Newburyport  and  Gardiner,  90  cents 
with  towage  to  latter  port;  Saco,  $1.00  and  tow¬ 
age;  Gloucester,  90  cents;  New  York  harbor  to 
around  the  cape,  55  cents. 
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Buffalo  and  Lakes  Trade. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  7. — •(Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — With  the  approach  of  cooler  weather  and 
the  knowledge  that  the  season’s  maximum  price 
has  been  reached,  there  has  come  a  perceptible 
improvement  in  market  conditions  all  along  the 
line.  Already  some  inquiry  is  being  had  for  both 
anthracite  and  bituminous  coals,  the  strength  of 
the  market  and  stiffening  of  prices  on  the  latter 
commodity  being  quite  noticeable. 

.  There  is  reported  an  increased  movement  of 
coal  from  western  docks  and  the  result  is  more 
demand  at  this  end  of  the  lakes  for  vessel  ton¬ 
nage,  together  with  an  increasing  demand  upon 
storage  stock  piles  which  some  of  the  companies 
have  been  acquiring  to  meet  just  such  an  emer¬ 
gency.  Local  retail  trade  in  anthracite  is  feel¬ 
ing  the  effects  of  changing  weather  conditions  and 
dealers  report  some  selling  for  house  consump¬ 
tion.  As  this  branch  of  the  market  has  been 
practically  dead  for  several  weeks  the  change  iy 
gladly  welcomed. 

Bituminous  Trade  More  Encouraging. 

Reports  from  the  Pittsburg  and  Allegheny 
valley  mines  are  somewhat  encouraging.  Local 
agents  who  visited  that  territory  last  week  state 
tliat  trade  conditions  at  the  mines  present  a  bet¬ 
ter  aspect.  The  miners  are  putting  in  more  time 
than  at  any  period  during  the  past  three  or  four 
months.  There  is  a  continued  and  aggravating 
shortage  of  gondola  cars.  Hopper  bottoms  are 
in  better  supply,  but  not  sufficiently  plentiful  to 
meet  requirements.  There  is  still  an  unprece¬ 
dented  demand  for  slack.  Even  at  the  present 
time  some  of  the  larger  dealers  are  receiving  the 
same  price  for  nut  and  slack  as  for  mine  run. 
Pittsburg  slack  is  freely  snapped  up  at  prices  from 
60  cents  to  75  cents  per  ton  at  the  mines,  the 
price  being  a  record-breaker  for  this  season  of 
the  year.  There  is  a  strong  impression  that  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter  months  slack  will  command  the 
same  figures  as  mine  run,  which  only  bears  out 
the  prediction  made  in  this  correspondence  last 
week.  The  principal  cause  for  this  is  found  in 
the  fact  that  nearly  all  the  large  manufacturers 
are  putting  in  automatic  stokers,  which  require 
nut  or  slack  for  their  consumption. 

Personal  Notes  of  Interest. 

W.  T.  Roberts,  of  Williams  &  Peters,  is  in 
Saratoga  Springs  this  week  in  attendance  at  the 
annual  conclave  of  the  Knights  Templar.  Mr. 
Roberts  is  a  member  of  Hugh  De  Paynes  com- 
mandery.  He  was  accompanied  on  the  trip  by 
Mrs.  Roberts,  the  itinerary  including  a  side  trip 
to  Toronto,  Plattsburg,  Lake  George  and  other 
points. 

Members  of  the  Buffalo  Retail  Coal  Dealers’ 
Association  are  preparing  'for  the  joint  meeting 
of  the  International  Anthracite  Merchants’  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  the  Retail  Coal  Associations  arranged 
to  be  held  at  the  Hotel  Iroquois  on  September 
twenty-first  and  twenty-second.  The  objects  of 
the  meeting,  according  to  a  statement  by  Secre¬ 
tary  Reeves  of  the  National  Council  and  Secre¬ 
tary  Bertolet  of  the  Merchants’  Association  will 
be  “to  complete  amalgamation  proceedings,  there¬ 
by  effecting  a  permanent  bureau  of  information 
which  shall  represent  the  interests  of  every  retail 
coal  association  and  municipal  exchange  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada.” 

It  is  claimed  that  this  will  be  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  meeting  ever  held  in  the  interests  of  the 
retail  coal  merchants,  the  object  being  to  unite 
all  retail  coal  interests  of  the  United  States  and 
Canada  in  one  central  body,  following  the  “Bu¬ 
reau  of  Information”  idea.  Executive  officers 
will  be  elected  at  the  Buffalo  meeting  and  the 
consolidated  organization  started  off  on  what  the 
retad  men  feel  satisfied  will  prove  a  successful 
course. 

Local  Dealers  Will  Hold  Meeting, 

To  awaken  interest  in  the  forthcoming  meet¬ 
ing,  the  local  retail  association  is  planning  to 
precede  the  general  meeting  with  a  conference  of 
local  interests,  and  to  this  end  a  meeting  will 
be  held  on  September  twentieth,  to  which  all  re¬ 
tail  coal  dealers  in  nearby  western  New  York 
cities  and  towns  will  be  invited.  Jamestown,  Ni¬ 
agara  Falls,  Lockport,  Tonawanda,  in  fact,  all 
adjacent  territory  will  be  represented.  The  meet- 
•  ng  will  be  followed  by  a  banquet  in  the  evening. 
It  is  believed  that  in  this  way  a  healthy  interest 


in  the  proposed  consolidation  movement  may  be 
aroused  and  the  cooperation  of  all  the  principal 
retailers  secured. 

Lake  Shlpmenls  for  August. 

Lake  shipments  for  the  month  of  August 
amounted  to  382,000  tons.  While  this  is  a  com¬ 
paratively  good  record,  it  falls  considerably  be¬ 
low  the  forwarding  of  August,  1904,  when  the 


total  reached  516,140  tons.  That,  however,  was 
un  unprecedented  mid-summer  sinpment.  Distri¬ 
bution  for  the  month  was  as  follows : 

Tons. 

Chicago  . f . 181,430 

(iladstone  .  9,100 

Port  Colborn  .  1,350 

Portage  .  2,000 

Sheboygan  .  0,100 

Superior  .  58,400 

Duluth  .  38,400 

Amherstburg  .  1,100 

Toledo  .  5,400 

Marinette  .  1,050 

Marine  City  .  38G 

Green  Bay  .  800 

Bay  City  .  1,050 

Soo  .  5,850 

Byng  Inlet  .  94 

Windsor  .  1,075 

Milwaukee  .  07,415 

Menominee  .  800 


Total  . 382,000 


Opinion  regarding  the  possibility  of  a  great 
strike  next  spring  is  greatly  divided.  An  argu¬ 
ment  advanced  by  certain  dealers  is  that  the  bi¬ 
tuminous  men  may  force  the  anthracite  interests 
into  a  strike,  hoping  thereby  to  better  their  own 
condition,  it  being  claimed  that  this  business  has 
been  conducted  at  a  loss  ever  since  the  last  big 
labor  trouble.  The  effect  of  that  strike  was  to 
send  bituminous  prices  skyward,  and  this  was 
followed  by  a  grand  rush  into  the  bituminous  in¬ 
dustry.  It  is  argued  that  in  case  of  another 
strike,  prices  of  bituminous  would  be  aga  n 
boomed,  but  that  this  would  not  be  followed  by 
the  former  anxiety  to  get  into  the  business,  and 
legitimate  dealers  would  have  an  opportunity  to 
recoup  their  losses. 

I 

Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

Reported  by  W.  W.  Battle  &  Co.,  ship  and 
steamship  brokers.  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York:  The  few  September  boats  that  are  now 
in  the  market  will  not  entertain  coal  to  Cuban, 
West  Indian  and  Mexican  ports  at  rates  shippers 
are  willing  to  pay,  and  are  being  chartered  for 
other  business,  and  owners  of  boats  for  later 
loading  are  holding  them  out  of  the  market, 
hoping  for  even  higher  freight  rates  later. 

The  Norfolk-Curacao  coal  parties  had  an  order 
for  steamer  to  take  2,000  to  3,000  tons  for  last 
half  of  August  loading  and  were  obliged  to  ac¬ 
cept  a  guarantee  for  boat  up  to  6,000  tons  for 
last  half  September  loading,  as  they  could  not  do 
better. 

The  steamer  “Duncan,”  about  1,000  tons  coal 
capacity,  was  also  chartered  for  Norfolk-Ber- 
muda  coal  at  $1.70,  which  is  a  low-  rate  on  pres¬ 
ent  market,  but  as  owners  had  a  short  period 
unfilled,  they  were  able  to  use  Bermuda  coal  at 
at  attractive  figure. 

The  situation  in  regard  to  freights  in  other 
directions  is  unchanged. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer,  as 
follows :  $1.40  to  Havana  or  Matanzas ;  $2.00  to 
Cardenas  or  Sagua ;  $1.60@1.70  to  Cienfuegos ; 
$1.70@1.75  to  Daiquiri;  $1.50  to  Port  of  Spain, 
Trinidad;  $1.80@2.00  to  St.  Thomas;  $2.00  to 
St.  Lucia;  $1.75@1.85  to  Barbados;  $1.50  to 
Kingston;  $1.80@1.90  to  Colon;  $2.25  to 
Demerara ;  $1.35@1.40  and  p.  c.  to  Curacao ;  $1.75 
to  Bermuda;  $1.00@1.65  to  Vera  Cruz;  $1.60@ 
1.65  to  Tampico;  10s  6d  to  Buenos  Ayres;  11s 
6d  to  Rosario ;  12s  6d  to  Santos ;  11s  to  Rio ; 
$4.25@4.50  and  discharged  to  Manila ;  $4.,50@ 
4.75  to  Japanese  ports;  10s  to  a  direct  port  in  the 
Mediterranean,  not  east  of  the  west  coast  of 
Italy;  Spain  excluded. 

The  Baltimore  Shipping  Trade. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  Sept.  7.— (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — Possibly  not  for  some  years  past 
has  the  coal  trade  been  in  such  an  uncertain 
state  as  at  present — in  a  condition  where  a!! 
npjmer  of  conflicting  opinions  may  be  had. 
Ihis  applies  even  to  anthracite,  which  has  for 
some  time  been  holding  to  such  a  satisfactory 
basis,  for  tliere  is  just  enough  real  element  of 


possibility  in  the  threats  of  a  strike  to  make  the 
trade  uneasy. 

Bituminous  is  in  somewhat  of  a  chaotic  state. 
With  the  approach  of  what  should  be  the  busy 
season,  with  prices  everywhere  reported  as  bet¬ 
tering  or  holding  their  own,  and  with  an  in¬ 
creasing  demand  it  would  seem  at  a  superficial 
glance  that  all  was  roseate.  But  here  again 
comes  strike  talk.  The  black  cloud  labeled 
“Mitchell”  seems  to  be  gathering  over  the  coal 
fields,  and  there  may  be  a  downpour  of  disaster 
if  a  good  strong  wind  of  common  sense  does 
not  dissipate  the  gathering  storm. 

Then  the  old  winter  companion  of  the  coal 
man,  “car  shortage,”  is  bobbing  up  like  a  ghost 
of  past  trouble.  There  are  no  real  reports  of 
inability  to  get  cars  as  yet,  but  there  is  said 
to  be  enough  of  suggestion  along  this  line  to  keep 
the  trade  guessing  as  to  what  is  going  to  happen 
when  chill  winter  winds  reduce  motive  power 
efficiency  to  a  minimum,  when  snows  block 
inountain  districts,  and  when  the  expected  hump 
in  all  manner  of  manufactures  brings  shippers 
of  all  kinds  to  railroad  headquarters  crying  for 
cars,  more  cars  and  still  more  cars,  until  Rich¬ 
ard’s  plea  for  a  horse  would  seem  insignificant 
by  comparison,  and  when  his  offer  of  half  a 
kingdom  on  which  he  had  such  a  slender  grip 
could  not  be  compared  with  the  manner  in 
which  the  American  eagle  can  “talk”  when  hunt¬ 
ing  for  a  conveyance.  For  the  immediate  future 
at  least  the  coal  man  need  not  lay  awake  o’nights, 
however,  as  the  railroads  are  still  doing  fairly 
W’ell,  and  they  predict  that  by  reason  of  in¬ 
creased  rolling  stock,  barring  an  unprecedented 
carrying  year,  they  will  be  able  to  handle  coal 
in  good  shape. 

General  Trade  Prospects  Encouratslns:. 

But  why  should  there  not  be  an  unprecedented 
year?  It  seems  generally  conceded  that  manu¬ 
facturing  as  a  whole  will  exceed  any  previous 
winter  season  in  the  history  of  the  country. 
And  manufacturing  requires  coal,  and  coal  re¬ 
quires  transportation.  It  may  be  indeed  a  very 
pertinent  inquiry  :  Has  the  increase  of  rolling 
stock  been  sufficient  to  not  only  fill  up  the  lack 
of  facilities  of  former  years,  but  to  care  for  the 
promised  increase  of  shipments  for  the  coming 
season  as  well? 

As  for  the  local  condition  of  anthracite,  barr¬ 
ing  the  possibility  of  a  big  strike,  everything  is 
satisfactory.  Consumers  have  not  bought  as 
freely  as  in  the  year  just  after  the  last  strike 
when  the  fact  that  pocketbooks  were  touched 
in  keeping  the  house  warm  made  hundreds  lay 
in  coal  for  the  next  winter  who  never  bother 
with  it  until  cold  weather  is  upon  them.  The 
tardy  ones  will  now  be  pouring  in  orders  in 
force,  and  the  coal  men,  especially  he  who 
availed  himself  of  the  lowest  schedule  price  of 
the  year  to  put  in  his  supply,  will  reap  the 
benefits  of  the  highest  prices  of  the  year,  which 
will  remain  in  force  until  next  April. 

Tidewater  Bituminous  Trade  steady. 

Tidewater  shipments  of  bituminous  continue 
about  as  usual.  These  shipments  are  large,  but 
without  especial  feature.  There  were  very  few 
charters  for  carrying  outside  of  the  regularly 
organized  coastwise  fleets,  and  but  few  offcring-i, 
which  has  stiffened  the  price.  Portland  was 
quoted  for  instance  last  week  at  seventy  cents, 
while  this  week  the  schooner  Henry  F.  Kreger 
was_  announced  at  seventy-five  cents.  This  gives 
an  indication  of  the  return  of  prices  right  along 
the  line  to  the  figures  in  vogue  a  few  weeks 
ago,  before  the  slump  in  vessel  rales.  The  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  cold  months  will  probably  hold 
rates  to  the  present  basis  or  force  figures  higher, 
and  the  lov>  water  mark  was  probably  reached 
some  two  weeks  ago  when  the  rate  of  sixty  cents 
to  Boston  was  quoted. 

By  the  will  of  the  late  John  K.  Shaw,  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  well  known  firm  of  Shaw 
Bros.,  coal  operators,  his  interests  in  the  Cen¬ 
tury  Coal  Co.,  and  other  coal  properties,  go 
to  relatives,  largely  to  a  nephew,  John  K.  Shaw 
Jr.  Last  Sunday  a  memorial  meeting  was  held 
in  Straw  bridge  M.  E.  church  in  honor  of  .Mr. 
Shaw,  and  his  brother,  William  L.  Shaw,  who 
(lied  about  a  week  before  the  other.  In  the 
same  manner  as  a  third  brother.  Major  Alexan¬ 
der  Shaw,  who  died  a  few'  years  ago,  John  K. 
Shaw  left  about  $14,000  to  employes  in  the  coal 
firms.  His  estate  was  valued  at  more  than  a 
million  dollars. 

Real  estate  agents,  supposedly  working  for 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad,  have  been  making 


32 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


large  purchases  of  land  in  the  southwestern  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  city,  and  it  is  rumored  that  the 
road  will  construct  along  the  water  front  in 
that  section  an  immense  yard,  which  will  largely 
handle  coal.  About  eighty  acres  are  known  to 
have  been  acquired  already,  and  this  takes  in 
the  sites  of  .several  old  coal  yards.  Railroad 
officials  are  refusing  for  the  present  to  discuss 
the  purchase  in  any  way. 

The  old  stories  of  a  survey  through  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  for  a  Gould  railroad  connection  that  would 
take  away  the  proposed  terminal  from  Baltimore 
are  being  revived.  But  little  credence  is  taken 
in  the  report  here,  and  only  last  week  George 
J.  Gould  gave  out  an  interview  saying  that  the 
connection  that  would  enable  the  Wiestern  Mary¬ 
land  to  enter  Pittsburg  would  be  built  in  eight- 
teen  months,  and  would  not  be  by  way  of  the 
much  talked  of  Little  Kanawha  route  either. 

'J'he  Baltimore  &  Southern  railroad,  commonly 
known  as  the  Drum  Point  line,  has  been  sold 
to  interests  connected  with  the  Toledo,  Marshall 
&  Northern  railroad,  of  Michigan.  The  Wash¬ 
ington,  Potomac  &  Chesapeake  railroad  will 
also  probably  be  acquired  by  the  same  interests 
in  a  few  days.  Col.  L.  M.  Schute,  who  made 
the  purchase  on  paper,  stated  that  Drum  Point 
would  be  developed  with  an  expenditure  of 
$4,000,000. 

‘The  Baker-Whitely  coal  hoister  No.  1  was 
sunk  in  the  dock  between  pier  24  and  B.  &  O. 
elevator  C  several  days  ago  while  the  tug  Chi¬ 
cago  was  taking  out  the  British  stearnship 
Thornhill.  The  steamer  collided  with  the  hoister, 
sinking  her. 

The  lialtimore  Shipbuilding  &  Drydock  Co. 
has  the  Consolidation  Coal  Co.’s  barge  No.  8 
in  drydock  for  repairs.  She  will  be  followed 
by  the  schooner  Maud  L  Palmer,  for  general 
overhauling  of  the  bottom. 


The  Mew  England  Trade. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Sept.  {Special  Correspond- 
Jnce.)—Thtxe:  is  but  little  improvement  m  the 
wholesale  market  on  anthracite  coal,  and  trade 
keeps  along  on  a  very  moderate  basis,  being 
but  slightly  increased  in  tonnage  from  what  has 
obtained  in  the  recent  past.  More  seasonable 
conditions  now  prevailing  at  retail,  there  is  an 
increased  demand  noted,  which  is  becoming  quite 
important,  and  will  improve,  no  doubt,  as  con¬ 
sumers  return  to  their  homes  from  vacations.  As 
yet  this  feature  has  not  been  reflected  in  the 
wholesale  trade,  except  on  a  few  orders,  as 
dealers  are  generally  well  supplied  with  coal, 
taking  some  time  to  reduce  stock  before  replen¬ 
ishing  is  necessary.  The  situation,  however,  is 
very  promising  for  an  early  revival  of  this  busi¬ 
ness  with  shippers,  who  in  anticipation  of  it, 
are  preparing  for  larger  shipments.  Some  coal  in 
barges  is  reaching  the  unloading  ports  here  and 
at  the  sound,  and  on  their  arrival  is  offered 
to  the  trade,  previous  to  being  placed  in  storage, 
and  it  is  not  unusual  for  dealers  to  take  it^  in, 
where  room  is  available  for  the  tonnage.  The 
all-rail  demand  for  coal  is  steadily  improving, 
and  enough  orders  seem  to  reach  producers  to 
enable  them  to  provide  for  the  tonnage  running 
through  from  the  mines,  thus  keeping  transfer 
])oints  and  sidings  practically  free  from  coal. 
While  this  class  of  orders  is  not  of  large  vol¬ 
ume,  the  number  is  daily  increasing,  which 
amounts  to  considerable  business  in  the  aggregate. 
The  New  Haven  road  seems  to  be  doing  a  larger 
percentage  of  this  business  on  its  own  coal 
coming  from  the  mines  of  the  Ontario  &  West¬ 
ern  railroad’s  colleries,  and  the  idea  prevails 
that  an  increase  in  its  tonnage  to  this  territory 
is  inevitable,  due  to  the  advantages  it  naturally 
has  as  to  its  home  market. 

Trade  in  bituminous  coal  is  progressing  nicely, 
and  a  large  number  of  orders  seems  to  be  con¬ 
stantly  on  hand,  to  provide  for  steady  shipment. 
'I'he  fact  that  the  time  when  coal  will  advance 
ten  cents  a  ton  on  all  business  at  the  Virginia 
Cape  ports  is  drawing  near,  with  the  prob¬ 
ability  of  higher  water  freights  ruling  shortly, 
is  responsible  for  the  present  activity  in  the 
trade.  Stocks  in  consumers  yards  are  generally 
considered  to  be  large,  and  in  greater  supply 
than  at  other  points,  as  well  as  in  excess  of  what 
has  been  stored  in  former  years  during  this 
period.  It  is  evident  that  the  trade  which  is 
largely  dependent  upon  the  higher  grades  of 
coal,  has  faith  in  the  policy  of  management. 


which  has  been  inaugurated  this  year,  in  carrying 
out  restrictions  in  the  production  and  handling  of 
this  product,  and  its  being  maintained  through¬ 
out.  This  also  reflecting  favorably,  when  com- 
jjared  with  the  conditions  that  prevailed  dur¬ 
ing  several  years  previously,  and  is  in  its  pres¬ 
ent  status  more  satisfactory  to  the  entire  trade. 
A  'feature  at  present  is  the  short  supply  of  ves¬ 
sels  offering  for  charter  in  this  class  of  trade, 
they  having  been  driven  into  other  lines  by  low 
prices,  and  are  now  anxiously  sought  tor  at 
higher  freights,  in  order  to  gel  forward  the 
tonnage  which  is  pressing  in  its  rcquiremeiits. 
The  advance  in  coastwise  rates  is  likely  to  give 
the  desired  relief  to  shippers  by  bringing  back 
the  vessels  in  the  next  week  or  two  that  had 
been  diverted  on  other  business.  '1  he  demand 
along  the  sound  is  improving  and  prices  are  firmer 
than  they  were,  which  is  also  true  of  the  all-rail 
trade  in  this  territory.  The  freight  market  on 
vessel  tonnage  is  firmer  and  rates  from  the  Vir¬ 
ginia  cape  ports  to  points  around  Cape  Cod  are  70 
cents;  Baltimore,  75  cents;  Philadelphia,  65@70c, 
and  New  York,  55  cents. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Sept.  '8. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  opening  of  the  current  month 
has  put  in  effect  the  winter  schedule  of  anthra¬ 
cite  prices,  at  both  wholesale  and  retail,  which 
will  continue  on  the  following  basis  to  April  first, 
1900:  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron 

Co.  circular,  free  on  board  cars  at  mines,  hard 
and  free  white  ash,  including  Mahonoy,  Shenan¬ 
doah,  Locust  Mountain  and  Schuylkill  coals, 
broken,  $:!.50 ;  egg,  stove  and  chestnut,  $9.75; 
pea,  $1.75;  buckwheat,  $1.25;  Shamokin  egg, 
stove  and  chestnut,  $3.75;  pea,  $1.85;  buckwheat, 
$1.25  ;Lorberry  and  Schuylkill  red  ash,  broken, 
$3.75 ;  egg,  stove  and  chestnut,  $4.00 ;  pea,  $1.85 ; 
buckwheat,  $1.35;  Lykens  Valley  red  ash,  broken, 
$4.10;  egg,  stove  and  chestnut,  $4.35;  pea,  $2.25; 
buckwheat,  $2.10.  At  retail  in  the  city  prices  are 
$6.75,  with  demand  now  steady,  and  there  being 
no  other  inducement  for  premature  purchases, 
the  trade  can  be  said  to  be  on  a  purely  weather 
basis,  and  from  the  present  on  will  be  governed 
entirely  by  the  amount  of  coal  required  by  the 
consuming  public.  That  it  will  be  as  large  as 
usual,  is  generally  conceded  and  the  belief  is 
expressed  that  it  will  .be  of  larger  proportions 
than  heretofore  during  the  fall  and  winter  season. 
In  many  directions  coal  has  not  been  so  heavily 
stocked  this  year,  and  with  the  possibility  of 
labor  disturbances  next  spring,  many  buyers  will 
no  doubt  purchase  additional  supplies  to  protect 
themselves  against  any  emergency.  This  atti¬ 
tude  is  apparent  at  the  present  tinie,  resulting  in 
some  orders  to  increase  stock,  which  are  likely  to 
increase  later  on.  There  is  also  a  slightly  better 
demand  in  the  transient  trade  and  with  the  vaca¬ 
tion  period  now  about  over  this  will  soon 
bring  an  increase  in  current  business.  Coast¬ 
wise  shipments  via  the  Delaware  cape  are  still 
inclined  to  be  slow.  An  occasional  order  is  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  shoal-water  ports,  and  this  will 
help  to  keep  trade  moving  until  a  fuller  demand 
sets  in  in  that  territory. 

The  soft  coal  market  shows  a  steady  tone  and 
is  gradually  developing  a  more  urgent  demand, 
with  a  wider  range  of  distribution.  Many  of  the 
more  distant  points  that  have  been  quiet  all  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer  taking  but  little  coal  outside  of 
a  limited  tonnage  contracted  for  are  being  heard 
from,  and  these  requirements  are  of  consider¬ 
able  proportions,  with  occasional  urgent  requests 
for  prompt  delivery,  indicating  a  small  supply  of 
coal  on  hand,  thus  reviving  the  mining  of  coal 
on  a  larger  scale,  putting  in  operation  practically 
all  those  mines  that  have  been  idle  more  or  less 
during  the  recent  dull  spell,  and  all  the  opera¬ 
tions  producing  the  higher  grades  of  coal  are  in 
full  swing.  The  better  demand  is  absorbing 
the  available  car  supply  to  an  extent  where  a 
shortage  of  equipment  is  in  cases  reported. 
This  feature  of  the  trade  is  not  likely  to  im¬ 
prove  with  an  increase  of  traffic  on  all  lines 
carrying  through  freight,  and  greater  stringency 
can  be  looked  for.  Prices  are  well  upheld  on 
the  standard  grades  and  even  the  poorer  qualities 
are  slightly  advanced;  $1.10@1.20  at  the  mines 
for  first  grades  and  about  $1.00  for  the  cheaper 
coals  are  the  figures  generally  obtained.  All-rail 
business  predominates  in  orders,  with  fairly  large 
shipments  going  forward  on  it.  Tidewater  ship- 
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ments  are  also  improved  and  no  excess  tonnage 
is  standing  at  those  ports.  The  coastwise  vessel 
market  is  very  strong  and  craft  are  in  short  sup- 
l)ly,  with  rates  firm.  Philadelphia  quotes  65(§-70c 
to  Boston,  Salem  and  Portland ;  to  the  Sound, 
00c;  Portsmouth  and  Bath,  75c;  Lynn,  New- 
buryport  and  Gardiner,  90c ;  Saco,  $1.00  and  tow¬ 
age. 


Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 


The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  & 
Coal  Co.  reports  llie  following  tonnage  trans¬ 
ported  over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  Sep¬ 
tember  second,  the  corresponding  week  last  year, 
the  year  to  date  and  the  corresponding  period 
in  1904: 


Broad  Top. 


Week  ending  Sept.  2,  1905..  10.501 
Corresponding  week,  1904....  7,505 

Total  for  year  1905 . 442.742 

Corresponding  period,  1904  ..  409,747 


Cumber¬ 
land.  Total. 
25,279  35,780 

19,817  27,382 

625,233  1,067,975 
733,370  1,143,117 


Pennsylvania  Shipments. 

Shipments  of  coal  and  coke  originating  on 
the  Pennsylvania  railroad  lines  east  of  Pittsburg 
and  Erie  for  the  week  ending  August  twenty- 
sixth  amounted  to  859,733  tons,  distributed  as 
follows : 

1905  1905  1904 

Week  ending  year  to  Year  to 


Short  tons.  Aug.  26.  Aug.  26.  Aug.  27. 

Anthracite  coal  _  93,586  3,015,167  2,923,499 

Bituminous  coal  ...567,575  18,476,500  17,342,529 

Coke  . 198,572  7,091,399  5,428,188 


Totals  . 859,733  28,583,066  25,694,216 


V 

'I'here  is  cons  derable  consternation  among  the 
tugboat  owners  of  the  Delaware  river  at  the  law 
requiring  them  to  employ  a  double  crew  when 
navigating  the  lower  Delaware  bay,  and  this  is 
causing  vigorous  protests  from  owmers  of  such 
vessels  at  that  port.  The  suspension  for  one 
year  of  the  certificate  of  the  captain  and  engineer 
of  the  tug  Lizzie  Crawford  is  regarded  as  unjust. 
It  is  asserted  that  this  law  was  passed  at  the 
instigation  of  the  engineer’s  union  of  Philadel¬ 
phia. 

Blairsville,  Pa.,  parties  recently  purchased  the 
coal  underlying  the  Lazarus  Owens  farm  in 
Allegheny  township.  This  tract  adjoins  the  W. 
G.  and  William  Chambers  coal  tracts,  owmed  by 
the  Paulton  Coal  Co.,  and  it  is  probable  that  it 
will  be  operated  in  conjunction  with  them. 

A  suit  for  $10,000  damages  has  been  brought 
against  the  Vigo  Coal  Co.,  Terre  Haute,  Ind..  by 
a  former  employe,  George  Deal.  The  complaint 
sets  forth  that  the  company  was  negligent  in 
furnishing  props  for  the  mine  roof,  which  caved 
in  and  permanently  disabled  the  miner. 

It  is  reported  that  the  alleged  defalcation  of 
John  G.  Platt,  former  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  Platt  Barber  Co.  at  Bellefonte,  Pa.,  will 
amount  to  nearly  $200,000.  It  is  alleged  that  a 
good  portion  of  the  money  was  used  to  launch 
the  Platt  Coal  Mining  Co. 

The  Bliss  Coal  Co..  Boston,  Mass.,  is  once 
more  on  its  feet,  the  receiver,  who  was  appointed 
some  weeks  ago,  having  been  dismissed  by  the 
court.  The  receiver  was  appointed  as  the  re¬ 
sult  of  a  quarrel  among  the  stockholders  of  the 
company. 

The  Little  Coal  Co.,  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  has 
placed  a  mortgage  on  its  plant  and  1,800  acres 
of  coal  land  (for  $65,000,  part  of  which  will  be 
used  to  meet  outstanding  bonds.  The  remainder 
will  be  used  for  making  improvements  at  the 
mine. 

The  Solomon  Bros,  mine  at  Auburn,  Ill.,  closed 
down  a  few  days  ago  and  will  remain  idle  until 
an  agreement  has  been  reached  between  the  ope¬ 
rators  and  the  miners  regarding  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  shot  firers  in  inachine  mines. 

The  deadlock  which  has  existed  between  the 
Western  Fuel  Co.  and  the  United  Mine  Workers 
at  Nanaimo,  B.  C..  has  not  been  broken  as  yet, 
but  it  is  believed  the  settlement  is  not  far  off. 

Margaret  B.  Dean.  Holidaysburg,  Pa.,  recently 
sold  14,000  acres  of  valuable  coal  land  near  In¬ 
diana,  Pa.,  to  Henry  Cochran,  of  Williamsport. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


Brian  Evans,  of  the  W.  L.  Righter  Coal  Co.. 
New  York,  spent  the  past  week  out  of  the  city  on 
a  brief  vacation. 

John  E.  Berwind,  president  of  the  Berwind- 
White  Coal  Mining  Co.,  New  York,  who  spent 
the  summer  abroad,  is  again  back  and  attending 
to  his  duties. 

Joseph  Gordon,  a  coal  dealer  at  230  Forty- 
second  street.  New  York  city,  has  been  appointed 
as  first  deputy  of  the  Manhattan  building  depart¬ 
ment,  having  held  a  similar  position  during 
Mayor  Van  Wyck’s  term. 

T.  M.  Richards,  second  vice-president  of  the 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  at  Phil¬ 
adelphia,  returned  home  on  Thursday  of  last 
week  from  a  vacation  trip  to  the  Maine  coast, 
greatly  benefited  by  the  change  of  climate  and  the 
rest. 

The  Lehigh  &  Hudson  River  railroad,  one  of 
the  connecting  lines  to  New  England,  via  Camp¬ 
bell  Hall,  a  coal  road,  reports  a  surplus  after 
charges  for  the  year  ended  June  thirtieth  of 
$27,806,  a  decrease  of  $24,680  from  the  previous 
year. 

John  W.  Peak,  of  Peak,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  New 
York,  left  on  Thursday  of  last  week  for  Port¬ 
land,  Maine,  on  a  business  trip,  combined  with 
pleasure,  over  the  holidays.  It  is  seldom  Mr. 
Peak  leaves  his  active  duties  at  the  office  for 
any  length  of  time. 

W.  W.  Willett,  treasurer  of  the  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co.,  of  New  York,  left  on 
Wednesday  of  last  week,  via  Lake  Champlain  and 
Lake  George,  for  the  Thousand  Islands,  St.  Law¬ 
rence  river,  where  he  will  spend  his  vacation.  He 
will  return  home  about  the  twelfth  of  September. 

Walter  B.  Kerr,  treasurer  of  the  O’Gara  Coal 
Co.,  now  permanently  located  at  Chicago,  was  in 
New  York  the  past  week  on  a  business  trip  and 
incidentally  called  upon  a  number  of  his  friends. 
He  is  very  favorably  impressed  with  Chicago  and 
the  western  people,  and  believes  he  will  greatly 
enjoy  his  work  and  residence  in  that  city. 

J.  F.  Bermingham,  secretary  to  Vice-President 
Loom.s,  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  West¬ 
ern  railroad,  returned  the  latter  part  of  last  week 
from  a  pleasure  trip  to  the  Catskill  moun¬ 
tains.  Mr.  Bermingham  was  away  for  two  weeks, 
and  with  the  change  and  recreation  resulting 
from  the  outing  was  greatly  invigorated  by  it. 

Official  announcement  is  made  by  the  New 
York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  railroad  that  the 
western  terminal  of  the  Highland  division  will  be 
changed  from  Poughkeepsie  to  Fishkill,  N.  Y., 
on  September  first.  The  recent  purchase  of  the 
Newburgh,  Duchess  &  Connecticut  railroad  by 
the  New  Haven  system  makes  this  change  pos¬ 
sible. 

Fred  Kerr,  of  Clearfield,  Pa.,  identified  with 
the  Beech  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  at  the  mines, 
spent  several  days  last  week  at  the  company’s 
New  York  office  conferring  with  his  father.  Presi¬ 
dent  Kerr,  who  had  just  returned  from  abroad, 
on  business  matters.  He  reports  an  improved 
condition  at  the  mines,  with  a  larger  tonnage 
going  forward,  and  looks  for  an  active  business 
this  fall. 

A.  B.  Luce,  manager  of  Madeira,  Hill  &  Co., 
at  New  York,  has  removed  his  family,  who  were 
in  the  west  all  summer,  to  Glen  Ridge,  N.  J., 
where  he  has  secured  a  beautiful  home,  which 
they  will  occupy  in  the  future.  Glen  Ridge  is 
becoming  one  of  the  attractive  places  for  New 
York  coal  men  as  a  residence,  and  a  fair  sized 
colony  is  now  located  there. 

There  has  been  some  informal  discussion  in 
the  trade  during  the  week  as  to  the  naming  of 
the  bunkering  prices  for  next  year,  now  that 
Hampton  roads  ports  have  announced  figures. 
The  talk  is  that  the  new  prices  will  be  any  where 
from  $3.00  to  $3.25  alongside  New  York  harbor, 
but  it  is  understood  the  Berwind- White  Coal 
Mining  Co.  has  taken  the  initiative  in  this  re¬ 
spect  and  has  announced  its  prices  effective  Sep¬ 
tember  first  at  $3.25  alongside  to  apply  on  all 
new  business  for  the  coming  year.  Most  shippers 
feel  that  this  is  a  little  .too  high  in  competition 


with  the  Virginia  cape  ports,  which  may  seriously 
affect  bunkering  business  should  an  excessive  rate 
be  maintained.  It  is  thought  that  a  price  of  $3.00 
@3.15  on  the  ordinary  grades  of  co'al  in  this  har¬ 
bor  is  likely  to  be  considered  most  acceptable  in 
insuring  a  steady  trade,  and  to  prevent  the  chang¬ 
ing  around  of  business  from  those  channels  it  has 
been  in  for  several  years  past. 

John  J.  Coyne,  formerly  with  W.  K.  Niver  & 
Co.,  at  Baltimore,  has  accepted  a  position  with 
Haddock,  Blanchard  &  Co.,  New  York,  as  as¬ 
sistant  to  G.  W.  Seiler,  sales  agent.  Mr.  Coyne 
has  been  identified  with  the  coal  trade  for  the 
past  five  years,  serving  first  for  three  years  with 
the  Continental  Coal  Co.  of  Baltimore,  and  the 
last  two  years  with  W.  K.  Niver  &  Co.  as  sales¬ 
man  in  the  Maryland  and  southern  Pennsylvania 
trade.  He  comes  highly  recommended  and  is 
young  and  energetic. 

George  J.  Gould,  who  returned  from  Europe 
last  week,  after  spending  several  months  abroad, 
said  that  the  Wabash  connections  from  Pittsburg 
to  the  Atlantic  seaboard  will  be  in  operation 
within  eighteen  months.  "The  crops,  both  of 
corn  and  wheat,  in  this  country,”  he  says,  ‘‘are 
splendid,  and  the  business  of  the '  railroads  will 
be  the  largest  on  record.  Of  course,  peace  be¬ 
tween  Japan  and  Russia  will  make  for  better 
business  conditions  throughout  the  entire  world, 
and  our  properties  will  be  no  exception.” 

Graham  K.  Mellen  and  A.  H.  Powell,  eastern 
sales  agents  for  J.  H.  Weaver  &  Co.,  at  Boston, 
were  in  New  York  during  the  week  on  business 
matters,  and  met  J.  H.  Weaver,  president  of  the 
company  at  Philadelphia,  to  discuss  trade  condi¬ 
tions  and  the  policy  to  be  pursued  in  regard  to  the 
east.  The  company,  while  only  recently  estab¬ 
lished  in  that  market,  has  developed  considerable 
business,  closing  several  large  contracts,  which 
through  the  ability  of  the  men  in  charge,  it  is 
expected  will  be  materially  increased  the  ensuing 
year. 

J.  Samuel  Smoot,  commissioner  of  the  New 
York  Coal  Merchants’  Association,  when  asked 
as  to  whether  the  dealers  were  stocking  up  any 
coal  in  anticipation  of  a  strike  next  spring,  said: 
“No  matter  what  profits  or  losses  may  have  been 
accrued  by  the  last  strike,  we  are  advising  our 
members  to  refrain  from  making  any  contracts, 
either  until  next  April  or  thereafter.  There  ;s 
nothing  to  be  gained,  either  byi  the  dealer  or  the 
public,  by  entering  into  a  contract.  The  dealer 
can  not  provide  for  it,  as  he  has  not  the  facilities 
for  stor.ng  the  coal.  The  public  can  not  expect 
the  dealer  to  deliver  that  which  it  is  impossible 
to  procure.” 

The  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  &  Dayton  system  is 
to  have  a  through  line  from  Chicago  to  Charles¬ 
ton,  N.  C.,  traversing  rich  coal  fields  in  Ken-* 
tucky  and  making  this  road  and  the  Pere  Mar¬ 
quette  system  a  coal  and  iron  ore  carrying  road. 
President  Eugene  Zimmerman,  who  has  just  re¬ 
turned  from  an  inspection  trip,  says :  “Work  has 
been  undertaken  in  the  construction  of  a  bridge 
from  Ashland  to  Ironton.  We  propose  building 
a  road  125  miles  long  into  Kentucky,  where  we 
have  acquired  350,000  acres  of  coal  land,  and  will 
build  coke  ovens  and  complete  other  develop¬ 
ment  work.  New  corporations  will  be  organized 
for  carrying  out  projected  developments,  but  the 
control  of  all  of  them  will  be  in  the  same  hands.” 

H.  B.  Turner,  of  H.  B.  Turner  &  Son,  Twenty- 
third  street  and  East  river.  New  York  city,  died 
suddenly  at  his  residence,  315  West  Ninety- 
seventh  street,  on  Monday,  August  twenty-eighth, 
1905?  at  10:30  p.  m.,  from  Bright’s  disease,  at' 
the  age  of  thirty-seven  years  and  six  months. 
Mr.  Turner  has  been  identified  with  the  coal 
trade  since  1892,  when  he  entered  into  partner¬ 
ship  with  his  father,  Henry  B.  Turner,  who  had 
then  been  in  business  fourteen  years.  The  busi¬ 
ness  was  continued  on  this  basis  up  to  1902,  when 
Mr.  Turner,  senior,  died,  and  the  son  managed 
the  business  since  then  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death.  It  is  with  much  regret  that  the  announce¬ 
ment  of  his  sudden  death  comes  at  this  time. 
He  was  in  good  health  up  to  Monday  at  five 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  he  took  ill  and 
died  several  hours  later  on  the  same  day.  He  was 


first  sergeant  of  F  company,  seventh  regiment. 
National  Guard,  N.  Y.  The  services  took  place 
on  Wednesday  at  his  late  residence,  “The  Vic¬ 
toria,”  on  Ninety-seventh  street,  and  interment 
was  at  Cypress  Hill  Thursday,  August  thirty- 
first.  He  leaves  a  widow. 

The  firm  of  Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  at  New 
York,  announced  during  the  week  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  George  Hicks,  formerly  with  Joseph  S. 
Burton  &  Co.,  Boston,  as  assistant  to  II.  G.  Kel 
log,  eastern  sales  agent,  with  offices  at  Boston. 
The  addition  to  the  staff  was  made  necessary  by 
reason  of  their  largely  increased  business  in  that 
territory,  which  has  been  taxing  the  facilities  of 
the  firm,  and  the  present  appointment  will  per¬ 
mit  of  closer  attention,  as  well  as  the  further  de¬ 
velopment,  of  their  interests  in  this  market.  The^ 
business  of  the  firm  shows  a  very  material  in¬ 
crease  in  tonnage  and  net  earnings  for  the  first 
six  months  of  the  year,  over  the  same  period  the 
previous  year,  reflecting  the  able  management  that 
is  in  charge  of  its  affairs. 

The  Erie  railroad  will  expend  $4,000,000  to 
build  the  Genessee  River  railroad,  recently  in¬ 
corporated.  The  new  road  will  be  thirty-four 
miles  long  and  will  extend  from  Hunts,  a  small 
station  near  Portage,  on  the  Buffalo  division,  to 
Cuba,  on  the  main  line.  There  are  two  very  heavy 
grades,  each  about  fifty  feet  to  the  mile.  The 
short  line  to  be  constructed  will  give  a  grade  of 
two-tenths  per  cent,  practically  a  water  level 
route.  The  line  is  intended  to  be  used  chiefly  for 
freight  traffic  and  will  add  much  to  the  economy 
of  operation.  The  Erie  has  also  let  the  contract 
for  the  building  of  a  low-grade  cut-off  from 
Columbus,  Pa.,  to  Lakewood,  N.  Y.,  a  distance 
of  twenty  miles.  This  line  will  also  avoid  the 
present  heavy  grades  and  will  be  used  exclusively 
for  freight. 

Robert  C.  Hill,  vice-president  of  Madeira,  Hill 
&  Co.,  of  New  York,  returned  on  Wednesday  of 
this  week  from  a  shooting  trip  on  the  hunting 
reservation  of  William  Rockefeller,  in  the  Adi¬ 
rondack  mountains.  He  was  accompanied  by 
one  of  his  New  York  friends.  Mr.  Hill  is  a 
great  lover  of  the  gun  and  the  recreation  it  gives, 
believing  also  that  pleasure  before  work  on  some 
occasions  is  very  appropriate.  Not  having  been 
away  this  summer  he  took  advantage  of  the  two 
intervening  holidays,  accepting  the  attractive  in¬ 
vitation  extended.  He  expects  to  make  up  for 
lost  time,  however,  and  will  leave  shortly  on  a 
camping  expedition,  accompanied  by  his  wife,  and 
will  go  to  Keepawa  lake,  Pontiac,  Quebec,  where 
they  will  be  the  guests  of’the  Keepawa  club,  al¬ 
though  they  will  camp  out  while  there.  Moose 
and  other  game,  with  which  that  country  abounds, 
are  the  attractions  in  making  this  journey  into 
the  far  north.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill  will  be  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  friend  and  his  wife  on  the  trip,  and 
the  party  is  looking  forward  in  anticipation  of 
an  enjoyable  outing.  The  Keepawa  club  controls 
a  very  extensive  tract  of  virgin  forest  in  that  sec¬ 
tion  and  its  members  are  chiefly  Americans. 

Anthracite  at  retail  in  New  York  city  advanced 
ten  cents  per  ton  on  September  first,  putting  into 
effect  the  fall  and  winter  circular  of  $6.25  a  ton, 
an  advance  of  forty  cents  from  the  minimum  price 
in  April  and  May.  This  price  applies  on  the 
domestic  sizes,  to  all  classes  of  trade  except 
groceries  and  coal  cellars,  trade  buying  to  sell 
again,  where  the  price  is  $(>.00  per  ton.  Tlie  prices 
to  steam  trade  tising  coal  for  itower  purposes  are : 
Broken.  $5.75;  egg,  stove  and  chestnut,  $6.00; 
pea,  $3.75;  buckwheat,  $3.25.  Tliesc  prices  are 
likely  to  be  maintained  up  to  December  first,  wlicn 
an  additional  charge  will  be  made  for  cartage,  if 
conditions  warrant  it.  A  charge  of  twenty-five 
cents  per  ton  was  made  last  year  about  that  time 
owing  to  the  bad  condition  of  the  streets,  due  to 
snow  and  ice.  In  the  event  that  the  cost  of  de¬ 
livery  exceeds  the  amount  specified  in  the  cir¬ 
cular,  as  occurred  in  many  instances  last  year, 
the  e.xtra  expenses  in  connection  with  the  same 
will  be  charged  to  consumers.  Dealers  report 
their  business  slightly  more  active  on  both  the 
domestic  and  steam  trade.  Orders  are  coming 
in  more  freely  and  with  the  fall  season  at  hand 
dealers  anticipate  that  a  good  demand  will  ma 
terialize  as  householders  return  to  tlie  city. 
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Coal  Association  Declared  Illegal. 


Upon  request  of  Secretary  Walter  G.  Lacy 
of  the  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Texas, 
Jewell  P.  Lightfoot,  assistant  attorney  general 
of  that  state,  has  written  an  opinion  declaring 
it  to  be  an  illegal  combination  in  restraint  of 
trade  and  in  violation  of  the  bnti-trust  statutes 
of  the  state  of  Texas.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
association  held  at  Greenville,  Tex.,  recently, 
the  secretary  was  asked  to  secure  this  informa¬ 
tion.  After  calling  attention  to  this  feature, 
the  opinion  sets  forth  the  following  facts : 

“You  inclose  a  copy  of  your  constitution  and 
by-laws,  which  also  sets  forth  your  declaration 
of  principles,  and  you  declare  your  idea  is  to 
make  a  permanent  organization,  chartering  same 
under  the  laws  of  this  state,  but  desire  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  this  department  before  proceeding 
further. 

“You  arc  respectfully  advised  that  the  sub¬ 
ject  upon  which  you  seek  advice  is  rather  of  a 
private  nature  about  which  you  should  seek  the 
advice  of  your  private  counsel;  but  inasmuch  as 
the  subject  of  your  agreement  is  a  commodity  of 
prime  necessity  and  the  object  of  your  organiza¬ 
tion  one  which  affects  the  public  welfare,  we 
will  vary  the  usual  custom  to  the  extent  of  ex¬ 
pressing  our  views  on  some  of  the  objects  and 
purposes  of  the  association  as  set  forth  in  your 
declaration  of  principles,  and  constitution  and 
by-laws.  The  preamble  states  that  ‘the  aims 
and  purposes  of  the  association  are  more  par¬ 
ticularly  set  forth  in  the  following: 

“‘Declaration  of  Principles. — 1.  We  believe 
that  the  retail  coal  dealer  is  a-  convenient  and 
necessary  factor  in  the  distribution  of  coal  from 
the  producer  to  the  consumer,  and  we  desire  to 
discourage  and  oppose,  by  lawful  and  honorable 
means,  the  sale  of  coal  direct  to  consumers  by 
producers,  or  their  wholesale  agents  and  ship¬ 
pers. 

“  ‘2.  We  contend  that  the  retail  coal  dealer  is 
entitled  to  protection  against  competition  from 
those  from  wdiom  he  must  buy  his  supplies  and 
that,  therefore,  wholesale  agents  should  not 
sell  or  quote  prices  to  consumers,  or  those  who 
distribute  coal  without  reasonable  profit. 

What  Association  Alms  to  Do. 

“  ‘3.  We  also  contend  that  the  retail  trade 
of  every  town  rightfully  belongs  to  these  deal¬ 
ers  who  are  equipped  and  prepared  to  supply 
the  wants  of  the  trade  at  all  times ;  that  “scalp¬ 
ers”  and  “fall  dealers,”  so  called,  with  no  in¬ 
vestment  in  storage  facilities,  or  equipment  for 
distributing  coal  at  retail  are  not  entitled  to  re¬ 
ceive  quotations  or  to  buy  coal  at  wholesale 
prices,  and  that  agents  or  shippers  who  supply 
this  class  of  trade  do  violence  and  injury  to 
legitimate  trade. 

‘‘‘5.  We  declare  that  we  are  not  willing  to 
buy  our  stocks  from  those  who  conduct  business 
without  due  regard  for  the  interests  of  the 
retail  dealer - ;  we,  therefore,  invite  our  mem¬ 

bers  to  notify  us,  through  our  secretary,  of  the 
action  of  any  wholesale  agent  which  is  inimical 
to  our  interests  in  order  that  we  may  know  who 
does  business  without  regard  to  our  true  rights. 

“  ‘6.  We  regard  those  producers  and  shippers 
who  knowingly  supply  coal  to  such  demoralizers 
of  trade  as  aiders  and  abettors  to  these  ne^ 
farious  results.” 

“The  constitution,  article  2,  provides ; 

“  ‘Section  1.  Eligibility  to  Membership. — 
White  persons,  continuously  engaged  in  the  re¬ 
tail  coal  and  fuel  business,  who  buy  to  sell  again, 
who  own  or  rent  a  yard  or  wagon,  scales,  keep 
an  office,  display  a  sign  and  have  shed  capacity 
for  at  least  three  cars  of  coal,  and  if  just  start¬ 
ing  into  business,  shall  place  an  order  for  at 
least  three  cars  of  coal  at  first  and  on  opening 
stock  order  shall  be  eligible  to  membership. 

“  ‘Sec.  2.  Any  party  or  persons  buying  car¬ 
loads  and  retailing  direct  from  same  shall  not 
be  considered  a  dealer  within  the  meaning  of 
this  article.’ 

“By-laws,  Art.  3: 

“  ‘Sec.  1.  Any  operator,  shipper  or  dealer  in 
coal  or  fuel  who  shall  sell  to  other  than  regular 
retail  dealers,  transportation  companies  and 
manufacturing  industries,  contrary  to  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  these  by-laws  and  the  constitution 
under  which  they  are  made,  will  incur  the  dis¬ 
pleasure  of  the  association. 


“  ‘Sec.  5.  Shipments  of  coal  to  a  town  where 
there  is  a  member  of  the  association,  on  the 
order  of  a  dealer  at  another  town,  without  the 
consent  of  the  local  member,  shall  be  deemed  a 
violation  of  the  association  rules. 

“  ‘Sec.  0.  Contracts  to  furnish  coal  to  corpora¬ 
tions  and  factories  for  corporate  and  manufac¬ 
turing  uses  should  stipulate  that  the  coal  shall 
not  be  resold  to  the  injury  of  the  retail  trade. 

“  ‘Art.  9,  Sec.  1.  The  Texas  Retail  Coal  Deal¬ 
ers’  Association  does  not  attempt  to  restrict  the 
sale  of  coal  by  operators  or  wholesale  agents 
direct  to  railroads,  steamboat  or  manufacturing 
companies  where  the  use  of  the  coal  is  limited 
by  the  contract  to  steam-making  purposes;  nor 
on  contracts  for  supplying  government  or  state 
institutions.  But  this  association  takes  the 
ground  that  the  business  of  supplying  stores, 
flats,  hotels,  laundries  and  business  blocks,  as 
well  as  public  schools,  fairly  belongs  to  the  local 
retail  dealers.’  ” 

violates  Statutes  of  Texas. 

The  above  provisions  have  been  selected  from 
your  declaration  of  principles,  constitution  and 
by-laws,  as  they  clearly  set  forth  the  objects 
of  the  association. 

Without  going  into  a  discussion  of  the  vari¬ 
ous  provisions,  you  are  respectfully  advised  that 
in  our  opinion  the  agreement,  as  set  forth,  vio¬ 
lates  both  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  anti-trust 
statutes  of  this  state. 

Art.  5313,  revised  statutes,  as  amended  by  the 
acts  of  the  Twenty-eighth  legislature,  defines  a 
trust  as  follows : 

“A  combination  of  capital,  skill  or  acts  by  two 
or  more  persons,  firms,  corporations,  or  associa¬ 
tions  of  persons,  or  either  two  or  more  of  them, 
for  either,  any,  or  all  of  the  following  purposes : 

“1.  To  create,  or  which  may  tend  to  create,  or 
carry  out  restrictions  in  trade  or  commerce,  or 
to  create  or  carry  out  restrictions  in  the  free 
pursuit  of.  any  business  authorized  or  permitted 
by  the  laws  of  this  state. 

“2.  To  fix,  maintain,  increase  or  reduce  the 
price  of  merchandise,  produce  or  commodities. 

“3.  To  prevent  or  lessen  competition  in  the 
sale  or  purchase  of  merchandise,  produce  or 
commodities. 

“4.  To  fix  or  maintain  any  standard  or  figure 
whereby  the  price  of  any  article  or  commodity 
of  merchandise,  produce  or  commodity  shall  be 
in  any  manner  affected,  controlled  or  established 

“5.  To  make,  enter  into,  maintain,  execute  or 
carry  out  any  contract,  obligation  or  agreement 
by  which  the  parties  thereto  bind  themselves  not 
to  sell  any  article  or  commodity  below  a  com¬ 
mon  standard  or  figure,  or  to  preclude  a  free 
and  unrestricted  competition  among  themselves 
or  others  in  the  sale  of  any  such  article  or  com¬ 
modity.” 

Conspiracy  In  Restraint  of  Trade. 

“A  conspiracy,  in  restraint  of  trade  is  where 
two  or  more  persons,  firms,  corporations  or  as¬ 
sociations  of  persons  who  are  engaged  in  buying 
or  selling  any  article  of  merchandise,  produce 
or  commodity  enter  into  an  agreement  or  under¬ 
standing  to  refuse  to  buy  from  or  sell  to  any 
other  person,  firm  or  corporation  or  association 
of  persons  any  article  of  merchandise,  produce  or 
commodity. 

“The  objects  and  purposes  sought  to  be  estab¬ 
lished  by  your  association  seem  to  be,  among 
other  things,  first,  to  declare  that  only  dealers 
who  engage  in  selling  coal  to  the  retail  trade 
twelve  months  in  the  year  and  are  possessed  of 
certain  equipments,  are  entitled  to  retain  coal, 
ducers  from  selling  to  any  other  class  under  the 
penalty  of  incurring  the  displeasure  of  the  entire 
membership  of  the  association.  Third,  to  pre- 
Second,  to  prevent  wholesale  dealers  or  pro¬ 
vent  competition  by  producers  and  wholesale 
dealers.  Fourth,  to  prevent  wholesale  dealers  or 
producers  from  selling  to  any  person  not  a  dealer 
according  to  the  definition  of  that  term  fixed  by 
the  association. 

“The  agreement,  as  it  appears,  not  only  con¬ 
stitutes  a  conspiracy  in  restraint  of  trade,  but 
infringes  almost  every  provision  of  Art.  5313 
of  the  revised  statutes.  Coal  is  a  commodity 
of  prime  necessity  and  universally  used  from 
the  hearth  of  the  home  to  the  grate  of  the  fac¬ 
tory,  and  the  law  forbids  that  restrictions  should 
be  placed  upon  a  free  and  unlimited  competition 


in  its  sale.  If  organizations,  with  objects  and 
purposes  of  the  above,  were  authorized  by  law 
they  would  eventually  control  every  form  of  busi¬ 
ness  and  industry  and  become  the  means  by 
which  unjust  tribute  would  be  levied  upon  a  help¬ 
less  public  and  the  bounds  of  their  merciless  ex¬ 
actions  would  be  limited  only  by  the  conscience 
of  its  individual  members. 

“You  are,  therefore,  respectfully  advised  tha^ 
any  attempt  to  operate  under  the  constitution  and 
by-laws  as  adopted,  would,  in  our  opinion,  be  in 
violation  of  law. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Texas  Retail  Coal 
Dealers’  Association  will  continue  its  existence, 
but  change  its  constitution  and  by-laws  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  law. 

Biennial  Report  of  Iowa. 

'I'he  biennial  report  of  the  production  of  coal 
in  the  state  of  Iowa  for  the  two  years  ending 
June  thirtieth,  1905,  has  just  been  published  and 
shows  many  interesting  features  in  connection 
with  the  coal  industry  in  that  state.  In  the 
preface  to  the  report  the  following  facts  are  set 
forth : 

“The  steady  annual  increase  in  the  coal  pro¬ 
duction  of  the  state,  which  commenced  ten  years 
ago,  has  been  continued  through  the  biennial 
period  just  closed,  and  it  can  be  said  that  the 
coal  mining  industry  of  Iowa,  while  by  no  means 
enjoying  the  high  tide  of  prosperity,  has  been  in 
a  fairly  satisfactory  condition  in  the  recent  past. 

-“I he  increase  in  tonnage  in  the  year  just  closed 
over  the  year  ending  June  thirtieth, '1904,  was 
unusually  high  and  amounted  to  nearly  600,000 
tons.  This  gain,  however,  was  not  uniform  in 
all  parts  of  the  state;  in  fact,  there  were  heavy 
losses  in  some  counties.  Lucas  county  showed 
a  loss  of  74,000  tons  last  year;  the  reduction  in 
the  coal  output  of  Keokuk  county  amounted  to 
34,000  tons  and  Webster  county’s  loss  was  33,0<X) 
tons.  On  the  other  hand,  Monroe,  Polk,  Ma¬ 
haska,  Boone  and  Marion  counties  made  good 
gains,  Monroe  county  leading  in  this  respect  with 
an  increased  production  of  more  than  300,000 
tons. 

"Of  the  twenty-three  coal  producing  counties 
n  the  state,  three  counties,  Monroe,  Polk  and 
Appanoose,  produced  more  than  three-fifths  of 
last  year’s  output.  Eleven  counties  produced  more 
than  100,000  tons  each,  while  the  combined  coal 
output  of  all  the  remaining  twelve  counties 
amounted  to  but  little  more  than  160,000  tons.” 

The  tables  of  statistics  show  that  in  1904  there 
were  300  mines  in  the  state  producing  6,214,379 
tons  of  coal  and  employing  16,315  men.  In  1905 
there  were  326  mines  in  operation,  producing 
6,808,011  tons  of  coal  and  employing  17,624  men. 
The  table  of  statistics  of  production  for  1905  is 
as  follows : 


Number 

Tons  of  coal 

Total 

of 

of  all  grades 

number 

mines.  County. 

produced. 

employed. 

20 

Monroe  . 

3,916 

30 

Polk  . 

2,805 

91 

Appanoose  . 

3,520 

22 

Alahaska  . 

1,509 

1.5 

Boone  . ; , 

1,151 

19 

Marion  . 

840 

12 

Wapello  . 

910 

12 

Jasper  . 

OTl 

4 

Lucas  . 

518 

11 

Webster  . 

367 

10 

Wayne  . 

455 

15 

Guthrie  . 

150 

15 

Adams  . 

165 

6 

Keokuk  . 

44 

0 

Greene  . 

108 

4 

Page  . 

101 

9 

Taylor  . 

121 

5 

Dallas  . 

70 

0 

Van  Buren  . . 

.  12,618 

44 

5 

Warren  . . 

.  9,4S3 

68 

4 

Scott  . . 

58 

2 

Jefferson  . 

.  2,050 

12 

3 

Davis  . . 

21 

326 

Total  . 

17,624 

Regarding  the  loss  of  life,  the  report  continues : 
"It  is  very  gratifying  that  the  two  years  just 
closed  show  a  greater  tonnage  per  life  lost  than 
any  of  the  five  preceding  biennial  periods;  and 
what  is  better,  a  lower  fatality  rate  per  thousand 
employes.  Last  year’s  record  in  this  respect  is 
especially  pleasing:  283,584  tons  of  coal  were 
mined  for  each  life  lost,  and  the  fatality  rate  per 
ihousand  of  employes  reached  the  low  mark  of 
1.4.  During  the  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  1904, 
thirty-one  fatal  and  eighty-fnur  serious  accidents 
occurred  in  the  mines  of  the  state.  Last  year 
twenty-four  fatal  and  lOO  erious  accidents  were 
reported.” 
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Western  Retail  ^^otes. 

Charles  Walton,  of  Gloucester,  N.  Y.,  recently 
purchased  the  coal  business  of  Chew  Bros. 

The  Dakota  Grain  &  Coal  Co.  was  recently  in¬ 
corporated  at  Salem,  S.  D.  I.  J.  Todd  is  presi¬ 
dent. 

Charles  Swecker,  of  Hartwick,  Iowa,  recently 
sold  his  lumber  and  coal  business  to  Hakeman 
Bros. 

J.  A.  Chesley,  a  retail  coal  dealer  of  Anoka. 
Minn.,  has  been  succeeded  in  business  by  F.  A. 
Chesley. 

The  Consumers’  Coal  Co.  has  been  organized 
at  Elkhart,  Ind.  M.  U.  Demarest  is  the  pro¬ 
prietor. 

Nathan  Gillis,  of  Chemung,  Ill.,  has  started 
in  the  coal  business  at  that  point,  opening  up  a 
large  retail  yard. 

F.  Simon  and  William  Borchert,  of  Mapleton, 
Minn.,  will  embark  in  the  retail  coal  business  in 
the  near  future. 

Pingrey  &  Blood  recently  embarked  in  the  coal 
business  at  Lawrence,  Kas.  They  are  prepared  to 
sell  all  kinds  of  coal. 

Steps  are  being  taken  to  reorganize  the  coal 
teamsters  of  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  and  to  form  a 
strong  union  at  that  point. 

C.  C.  Jordan,  a  coal  dealer  of  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
was  recently  fined  $50  for  delivering  two  short- 
weight  loads  of  coal  to  a  customer. 

riie  Mower  County  Farmers  Cooperative 
Elevator,  Coal  &  Live  Stock  Co.  Austin,  Minn., 
is  about  to  build  a  large  coal  yard  at  that  place. 

Henry  Royster,  in  the  coal  business  with  his 
father,  Isaac  Royster,  at  Peoria,  Ill.,  was  ar¬ 
rested  a  few  days  ago  for  selling  short-weight 
coal. 

rhe  Schwalm  Fuel  Co.  was  recently  organized 
at  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  with  an  authorized  capital 
of  $5,000.  Fred  Schwalm  is  one  of  the  incor¬ 
porators. 

The  Moville  Lumber,  Coal  &  Grain  Co.  was 
recently  incorporated  at  Moville,  Iowa,  with  an 
authorized  capital  of  $20,000.  J.  A.  Molstead  is 
president. 

riie  Link  Fuel  &  Supply  Co.,  which  was  re¬ 
cently  incorporated  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  with  an 
authorized  capital  of  $8,000,  has  increased  its 
capital  to  $20,000. 

rhe  price  of  anthracite  will  be  increased  ten 
cents  per  ton  at  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  in  a  few  days. 

I  bis  will  make  the  retail  selling  price  at  that 
point  $9.50  per  ton. 

The  Wisconsin  Lumber  Co.  was  recently 
awarded  the  contract  for  supplying  coal  to  the 
city  of  Faribault,  Minn.,  with  120  tons  of 
screened  Pocahontas  egg  coal. 

A  meeting  of  the  coal  dealers  in  the  vicinity 
of  New  Ulm,  Minn.,  was  recently  held  at  Man¬ 
kato,  Minn.,  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the 
demurrage  law's  and  freight  rates. 

J.  D.  Hale  and  John  Scheiman,  of  Decatur, 
Ind.,  have  purchased  the  coal  yards  at  that  point 
belonging  to  the  City  Trucking  Co.  The  yards 
will  be  stocked  for  the  winter  demand. 

The  coal  dealers  of  Paxton,  Ill.,  are  compil¬ 
ing  a  list  of  delinquent  customers  of  last  season, 
to  whom  they  will  not  deliver  for  cash  or  credit 
one  ton  of  coal  until  all  back  bills  have  been 
paid. 

Coal  dealers  at  Rock  Island,  111.,  who  are 
patrons  of  the  Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Peoria, 
have  received  invitations  to  visit  the  mines  of 
the  company  near  Peoria,  September  seventh  and 
eighth. 

Coal  dealers  at  Ottawa,  Ill.,  complain  that  at 
present  the  trade  there  is  very  dull,  and  that  it  is 
likely  to  continue  so.  The  recent  troubles  with 
the  miners  in  the  state  have  had  their  effect 
upon  demand. 

Coal  dealers  at  Kankakee,  Ill.,  are  considering 
a  raise  of  twenty-five  cents  in  the  retail  price  of 
anthracite.  The  price  at  present  is  $7.25  per 
ton,  and  the  dealers  say  the  margin  of  profit  is 
too  small  at  that  figure. 


The  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Ohio  met 
recently  at  Dayton  and  held  a  very  interesting 
session,  the  principal  subject  under  consideration 
being  that  of  providing  better  protection  against 
the  depredations  of  coal  thieves. 

The  board  of  education  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 
will  not  buy  a  winter’s  supply  of  coal  for  the 
schools  on  contract  this  year,  alleging  that  the 
dealers  ask  too  much  for  their  coal.  The  fuel 
will  be  purchased  in  the  open  market. 

The  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Wichita,  Kas., 
recently  was  awarded  the  contract  for  supplying 
coal  for  the  school  buildings  of  that  city  during 
the  winter,  the  price  named  beihg  $3.90  per  ton 
for  Weir  City  lump  and  $2.45  per  ton  for  slack. 

The  Union  Coal  Co.,  Davenport,  Iowa,  is  now 
located  in  its  new  office  at  824  East  River  street. 
The  office  is  modern  in  every  way  and  the  yards 
adjoining  are  equipped  with  track  scales  and 
every  modern  convenience  for  handling  the 
product. 

A  merger  has  been  formed  of  the  Toledo  Gas 
Light  &  Coke  Co.,  Toledo,  Ohio,  the  Citizens’ 
Gas  Light  Co.  and  the  Toledo  Heating  &  Light¬ 
ing  Co.,  the  new  corporation  being  known  as  the 
Toledo  Gas,  Electric  &  Heating  Co.,  with  an 
authorized  capital  of  $4,000,000. 

Dennis  E.  Bigam,  a  prominent  coal  dealer  at 
Elkhart,  Ind.,  recently  died  very  suddenly  at  his 
home  in  that  city,  death  resulting  from  apoplexy. 
He  w'as  engaged  in  the  coal  business  at  La  Porte 
for  a  number  of  years  before  locating  at  Elkhart, 
where  he  and  his  son  engaged  in  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness. 


Southern  Retail  Notes. 

Milby  &  Dow,  Dallas,  Tex.,  will  furnish  nut 
coal  for  that  municipality  at  $3.75  per  ton. 

The  Lester  Coal  Mining  &  Transfer  Co.,  of 
Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  has  filed  a  certificate  of  disso¬ 
lution.  R.  A.  Lester  is  president  of  the  com¬ 
pany. 

W.  C.  Guffey,  L.  L.  Hawes  and  L.  W.  Scruggs, 
of  the  Hawes  Coal  Co.,  Fort  Worth,  Tex.,  have 
purcha.sed  the  Hill  Fuel  Co.  at  that  point,  the 
consideration  being  $7,600. 

The  West  Kentucky  Coal  Co.,  Paducah,  Ky., 
recently  was  awarded  the  contract  for  supplying 
coal  for  the  city  lighting  plant.  This  company 
will  supply  coal  at  $1.15  per  ton. 

The  McLaughlin  Coal  &  Grain  Co.  was  recently 
incorporated  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  with  an  author¬ 
ized  capital  of  $50,000.  The  incorporators  are 
M.  E.  McLaughlin,  M.  P.  McLaughlin,  Louis 
'riiornton,  A.  J.  Cook  and  G.  W.  Ragnal. 

The  Richmond  Coal  Co.,  Richmond,  Va..  was 
recently  awarded  the  contract  for  furnishing 
coal  to  that  city,  but  it  is  alleged  that  the  com¬ 
pany  has  violated  the  contract  by  not  furnishing 
the  grade  ordered.  Run-of-mine  coal  was  to 
have  been  delivered  at  $3.40  per  ton. 

The  Virginia-Carolina  Distributing  Co.  was  re¬ 
cently  incorporated  at  Richmond,  Va.,  with  an 
authorized  capital  of  $5,000.  The  object  ,  of  the 
company  is  to  conduct  a  general  produce  business 
and  to  handle  coal  and  grain.  The, officers  are 
D.  K.  Joyner,  president;  C.  R.  Hargrave,  vice- 
president;  C.  F.  Howell,  general  manager,  .secre¬ 
tary  and  treasurer. 

The  Empire  Coal  Co.,  Macon,  Ga.,  having  re¬ 
cently  learned  that  certain  parties  are  asserting 
that  the  company  has  no  original  Montevallo  coal 
on  hand,  issued  a  challenge  to  any  one  who  can 
prove  this  assertion  to  be  a  fact.  The  company 
offers  $1,000,  to  be  given  to  charity,  if  any  one 
can  prove  that  it  does  not  have  on  hand  and  is 
not  now  receiving  abundant  supplies  of  Monte¬ 
vallo  coal. 


Eastern  Retail  Notes. 

Frank  Pedrick,  of  Gloucester,  N.  Y.,  recently 
purchased  the  Walton  coal  business  in  that  city 
and  will  conduct  it  in  the  future. 

Spencer  &  Van  Atta,  the  coal  firm  of  Bing¬ 
hamton,  N.  Y.,  which  recently  purchased  the  coal 
business  of  the  late  H.  A.  Clark,  has  been  making 
big  strides  in  its  sales. 


Retail  coal  merchants  at  New  York  think  a 
strike  in  the  anthracite  fields  next  spring  is  im¬ 
minent.  The  belief  is  so  prevalent  that  many 
persons  are  storing  coal  preparatory  to  a  strike. 

G.  H.  Duncombe,  Meyersdale,  Pa.,  recently 
opened  a  large  coal  yard  at  that  point,  and  will 
carry  the  best  grades,  including  the  Big  Vein, 
and  make  deliveries  promptly  to  all  parts  of  town 
at  prevailing  prices. 

The  price  of  coal  at  retail  has  advanced  at 
.-\lbany,  N.  Y.,  and  the  product  is  now  selling 
at  $6.40  a  ton,  an  advance  of  ten  cents  over  the 
old  price.  There  will  be  another  ten-cent  ad¬ 
vance  the  first  of  October,  the  price  remaining  at 
$6.50  for  the  winter. 

.^nthracite  receipts  at  Bangor,  Maine,  are  said 
to  be  dull  at  present,  though  there  are  large  rc^ 
ceipts  of  bituminous  coal.  It  is  expected  that  the 
anthracite  shipments  will  materially  increase  as 
soon  as  the  weather  becomes  colder. 

Frank  E.  Ray.  secretary  of  the  Robert  Price 
Coal  Co.,  Hartford,  Conn.,  was  recently  ar¬ 
raigned  in  that  city,  charged  with  having  em¬ 
bezzled  funds  of  the  corporation.  He  was  held 
in  $3,000  bonds.  It  is  alleged  that  while  acting 
as  agent  of  the  company  he  appropriated  money 
with  the  deliberate  intent  to  defraud  the  com¬ 
pany. 

Benjamin  Wallis  Jr.,  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  B.  Wallis  Coal,  Iron  &  Cement  Co.,  Balti¬ 
more,  Md.,  died  a  few  days  ago  at  his  home. 
He  was  identified  for  several  years  with  the  S. 
M.  Hamilton  Coal  Co.,  of  Baltimore,  and  when 
that  company  disbanded  he  formed  the  company 
with  which  he  was  identified  at  the  time  of  his 
death. 

Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

A  thin  vein  of  bituminous  coal  has  been  dis¬ 
covered  at  Leslie,  Ark.,  and  core  drills  have  been 
started  to  determine  if  there  is  not  a  lower  vein. 

The  Valley  Railroad  Co.,  which  was  recently 

incorporated  at  Appleton,  Wis.,  is  about  to  build 
a  road  from  Green  Bay  to  Menasha,  which  will 
afford  an  outlet  for  the  mines  in  that  vicinity. 

The  entire  town  of  St.  Thomas,  Colo.,  was 
recently  threatened  with  destruction  by  fire,  which 
started  in  a  vacant  house.  This  is  a  mining  camp 
and  the  miners  assi.sted  in  extinguishing  the  fire. 

It  is  reported  that  the  .-Xmerican  Smelting  & 
Refining  Co.,  Trinidad,  Colo.,  is  about  to  com¬ 
mence  active  operations  on  a  large  tract  of  ground 
in  Riley  canon,  near  Trinidad,  comprising  about 
2,000  acres. 

It  is  stated  by  a  German  mine  inspector  that 
milk  of  lime  proves  very  effective  in  extinguish¬ 
ing  mine  fires.  The  emulsion,  which  can  be  used 
with  cither  hand  or  power  pumps,  runs  into  and 
fills  the  crevices  of  the  coal  or  mineral. 

Mine  Inspectors  of  Iowa  believe  that  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  coal  in  Polk  county  for  this  year  vyill 
show  an  increase  of  fifty  per  cent.  A  million 
tons  were  produced  last  year  and  it  is  believed 
there  will  be  an  increase  of  half  a  million  tons 
next  year. 

The  Jackson  Hill  Coal  Co.,  Terre  Haute,  Ind., 
recently  purchased  an  immense  tract  of  coal  land 
in  the  vicinity  of  its  other  holdings.  The  com¬ 
pany  owns  two  large  mines  on  large  coal  land.s 
and  it  is  probable  that  new  shafts  will  be  sunk 
in  the  near  future. 

The  Semet-Solvay  Co.,  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  re¬ 
cently  completed  plans  for  the  construction  of 
a  coke  plant  at  South  Chicago,  Ill.,  and  work  has 
been  commenced.  The  plant  will  be  finished  as 
soon  as  possible,  as  it  is  the  desire  of  the  com¬ 
pany  to  have  the  plant  in  operation  by  October 
first. 

The  Washington  Mining  &  Development  Co., 
Bellingham,  Wash.,  recently  elected  officers  as 
follows:  Directors,  W.  C.  Richards,  of  Dayton, 
Ky. ;  C.  O.  Reed,  of  Bellingham ;  B.  F.  Graziana, 
of  Covington,  Ky. ;  Gus  Westergren.  of  Nook- 
sack  ;  Dennis  O’Keefe,  of  Herman ;  Fred  V’. 
Shute,  of  Bellingham,  and  J.  Reed,  of  Bel¬ 
lingham.  President  and  general  manager  is  J. 
Reed;  vice-president,  B.  F.  Graziana;  secretary 
and  treasurer.  Dr.  O.  C.  Reed;  assistant  secre¬ 
tary  and  treasurer.  Dr.  F.  V.  Shute. 
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New  Eastern  Enterprises. 


Thomas  J.  Lee,  Phillipsburg,  Pa.,  has  been  appointed  receiver  for  the 
Mohawk  Coal  Co.,  operating  mines  near  Osceola.  Pa. 


The  Delphi  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Parkersburg, 
W.  Va.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $40,000,  the  purpose  being  to  mine  coal 
and  manufacture  coke. 

The  Consolidated  Coal  Land  &  Lumber  Co.  was  recently  incorporated 
at  Logan,  Tenn.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $.'?00,000.  Large  tracts  of 
coal  will  be  developed. 

The  Piney  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Charles¬ 
ton,  W.  Va.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $1,000,000.  'I'he  company  will  mine 
coal  and  deal  in  timber  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  Charleston. 

The  Lantana  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  New  York,  N.  Y., 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $100,000.  The  incorporators  are  S.  M.  Banner, 
Davi  '.  B.  Calm  and  Louis  Ranger,  of  New  York. 

The  Big  Fall  Mining  Co,  was  recently  incorporated  at  Parkersburg, 
W.  Va.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $.'500,000.  The  incorporators  are  A.  C. 
Murdoch,  J.  N.  Murdoch,  T.  O.  Bullock  and  B.  F.  Ilazelrig. 

The  Price  Hill  Fuel  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  MacDonald, 
W.  Va.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $250,000.  The  incorporators  are 
S.  Dixon,  J.  W.  Smiley,  A.  Callahan,  Fred  Dixon  Jr.  and  R.  E.  Dixon. 

The  Boston  Coal_  Briquette  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Boston, 

Mass.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $100,000.  The  incorporators  are:  Presi¬ 

dent,  Fred  A.  Elwell,  of  Boston ;  treasurer,  George  M.  Faulkner,  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Mass. 

The  South  Fayette  Coke  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Uniontown, 
Pa.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $100,000.  The  directors  of  the  new  com¬ 
pany  are  J.  W.  Abraham,  Everhard  Bierer,  J.  E.  Husted,  I.  W.  Seaman,  G. 
W.  Seaman  and  W.  B.  Beeson,  of  Uniontown. 

The  New  Automatic  Coal  Delivery  System  Co.  was  recently  incorpo¬ 
rated  at  New  York,  N.  Y.,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  a  patented 
automatic  coal-carrying  vessel.  The  authorized  capital  is  $5,000.  The  in¬ 
corporators  are  Newman  R.  Marshman,  2276  Seventh  avenue ;  John  S.  Cona- 
beer,  2397  Eighth  avenue ;  Af.  R.  Bllomer,  52  Dey  street ;  C.  F.  Bogart,  143 

beer,  2397  Eighth  avenue;  Af.  R.  Bloomer,  52  Dey  street;  C.  F.  Bogart,  143 

Warren  street;  C.  L.  Von  Nostrand,  458  Mott  avenue;  F.  W.  Manterstock, 
143  Liberty  street.  New  York  city. 

The  Carrolltown  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  St.  Benedict, 
Pa.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $100,000.  J.  Rembrandt  Peale,  of  New 
York,  is  president  of  the  company.  George  A.  AfcLaughlin,  of  New  York, 
and  Franklin  D.  Peale,  of  Summit,  N.  J.,  are  also  interested.  The  new 
company  will  develop  large  tracts  of  coal  property  recently  acquired. 


The  St.  Clair  Coal  Co.,  Reading,  Pa.,  is  stripping  the  mammoth  vein  at 
Its  mine  near  that  city.  The  vein  is  fifty  feet  from  the  surface. 

The  Port  Alorlen  plant  of  the  Dominion  Coal  Co.,  of  Toronto,  Canada, 
was  destroyed  by  fire  recently.  The  loss  is  estimated  at  $3,0i)0. 

A  fire  was  discovered  a  few  days  ago  in  the  Coxey  shaft  of  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Coal  Co.,  Pittston,  Pa.  'Ihe  flames  were  soon  extinguished,  caus¬ 
ing  little  damage. 

It  is  stated  that  a  fireproof  plant  for  coal  will  be  constructed  at  the 
naval  station,  Olongapo,  Philippine  Islands.  Congress  has  appropriated 
nearly  $500,009  for  this  work. 

1  he  breaker  at  the  Greenough  colliery,  near  Alarion  Heights,  Pa.,  which 
was  completely  destroyed  by  fire  a  few  days  ago,  will  be  rebuilt,  the  new 
structure  to  cost  about  $100,000. 

The  Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Greensburg,  Pa.,  is  making  quite  ex¬ 
tensive  improvements  at  some  of  its  plants  in  that  field.  At  one  mine  $20,000 
will  be  expended  in  the  erection  of  a  new  tipp'e. 

The  new  breaker  of  the  Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.  at  Audenreid, 
Pa.,  is  progressing  rapidly  and  will  soon  be  completed.  About  all  that  re¬ 
mains  to  be  done  is  the  construction  of  chutes  and  pockets. 

The  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  recently  purchased  the  hold¬ 
ings  of  the  Jumbo  Coal  Co.  at  Washington,  Pa.,  and  also  several  farms, 
comprising  in  all  about  2,500  acres  of  land.  The  consideration  was  $128,000. 

Circular  letters  are  being  sent  out  by  the  mine  inspectors  of  each  dis¬ 
trict  in  Pennsylvania,  calling  attention  to  the  necessity  of  a  daily  inspection 
of  the  cages,  ropes,  safety  devices,  etc.,  in  order  to  comply  with  the  mine 
laws. 

The  Superior  Coal  Co.,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  recently  reduced  its  capi¬ 
tal  stock  from  $3,500,000  to  $2,500,000.  The  directorate  of  the  company 
includes  John  B.  Summerfield,  H.  E.  Everdell  and  S.  A.  Alclntyre,  of  New 
York. 

1  he  Bessemer  Coke  Co.,  Mount  Pleasant,  Pa.,  recently  purchased  ninety 
acres  of  coal  land  adjoining  its  plants  near  Alasontown,  Pa.,  the  consideration 
being  nearly  $100,000.  The  tract  will  be  developed  at  once  and  more  ovens 
will  be  built. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  Potts- 
ville.  Pa.,  will  shortly  reopen  the  old  Thomaston  colliery  in  the  Heckscher- 
ville  valley.  This  colliery  was  set  aflre  about  ten  years  ago  by  an  explo¬ 
sion  of  gas. 

It  is  reported  that  $100,000  has  been  offered  for  the  leasehold  of 
a  large  tract  of  valuable  coal  land  near,  Carbondale,  Pa.,  which  is  held  by 
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the  Northeast  Coal  Co.,  of  Scranton.  It  is  not  thought  the  sate  will  be 
consummated. 

The  Lytle  Coal  Co.,  Scranton,  Pa.,  which  is  allied  with  the  Susque¬ 
hanna  Coal  Co.,  has  established  a  relief  fund  for  its  miners.  The  miners 
will  be  assessed  according  to  the  wages  which  they  receive,  those  earning 
$2.00  per  day  or  over  paying  $2.25  per  month’. 

The  Salem  Hill  Coal  Co.,  Salem  Hill,  Pa.,  is  about  ready  to  com¬ 
mence  operations  at  its  mine  at  that  point.  Coal  will  be  placed  on  the 
market  within  the  next  two  weeks,  when  the  large  breaker  will  be  in  readi¬ 
ness.  The  company  is  composed  of  Scranton  capitalists. 

The  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  railroad  coal  department  will 
make  use  of  the  slate  removed  from  the  coal  during  preparation.  This 
waste  which  forms  large  banks  around  the  anthracite  mines  will  be  broken 
in  small  sizes  and  flushed  through  the  old  workings  to  support  the  roof. 

John  K.  Shaw,  a  well  known  financier  and  coal  magnate  of  Baltimore, 
Md.,  died  at  his  home  in  that  city  a  few  days  ago,  a  victim  of  Bright’s 
disease.  With  his  two  brothers,  the  late  Maj.  Alexander  Shaw  and  Will¬ 
iam  L.  Shaw,  he  founded  the  coal  business  of  Shaw  Bros,  a  number  of 
years  ago. 

Capt.  John  W.  Mahan,  prominently  connected  with  coal  mining  inter¬ 
ests  at  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  died  a  few  days  ago  in  that  city  after  an  ill¬ 
ness  of  several  weeks.  He  was  at  the  head  of  the  Mahan  Lumber  Co.  and 
the  Hickory  Camp  Coal.  Co.  on  Paint  Creek,  near  Charleston.  ^  He  formerly 
lived  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

George  B.  Hardesty,  who  for  several  years  has  been  superintendent  of 
the  Honey  Brook  division  of  the  Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  of  Wilkes- 
barre.  Pa.,  has  tendered  his  resignation  and  will  become  identified  with  the 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  as  superintendent  of  the  Pottsville 
division,  with  headquarters  at  Pottsville. 

The  Washington  County  Coal  Co.,  Newcastle,  Pa.,  will  shortly  begin 
development  work  on  the  property  which  it  recently  acquired.  The 
authorized  capital  is  $250,000.  A  branch  railroad  will  also  be  built  to  the 
mines  of  the  company,  which  will  connect  with  the  Wabash  and  Panhandle 
roads  and  will  be  known  as  the  Pittsburg  &  Cross  Creek  railroad. 

The  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  is  about  to  build  a 
new  breaker  to  take  the  place  of  the  old  Nos.  8  and  10  breakers,  which, 
it  is  believed,  will  handle  the  coal  at  both  places  with  better  dispatch 
than  the  present  structures.  The  new  breaker  will  be  on  the  hill,  mid¬ 
way  between  the  two  old  breakers,  and  will  have  a  capacity  of  about  4,000 
tons  daily. 


Literary  ^lotes. 

writes  as  follows  of  James  R.  Keene  in  the  September  instalment  of 
rrenzied  hinance,  m  Everybody  s  Magazine:  “For  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  indeed, 
James  K,  Keene  has  amazed  Wall  street  by  his  infinite  strategy  and  daring.  He  has 
literally  played  hob  with  its  important  institutions  and  stood  its  celebrities  on  their 
heads.  His  magic  knowledge  of  inside  happenings  has  made  both  his  followers  and  his 
enemies  marvel.  At  intervals  it  is  revealed  to  Wall  street  that  some  of  its  great  cor- 
porations^  are  in  trouble,  and  that,  to  hide  deficiencies  in  earnings,  they  have  been 
paying  dividends  out  of  capital.  Then  the  stocks  of  these  concerns  drop  like  mercury 
in  a  freeze,  and  it  leaks  out  that  one  man  knew  the  deadly  secret  weeks  and  months 
before  the  crash.  When  prices  are  at  the  bottom  James  R.  Keene  begins  to  cover  the 
‘short  sales’  he  had  out  in  preparation  for  the  fall,  and  his  bank  account  swells  plethor¬ 
ically  with  his  profits.  If  a  great  defalcation  astounds  the  financial  world,  it  comes  to 
light  that  Keene  has  had  the  news  in  time  to  take  advantage  of  it.  Indeed,  it  is  a 
tradition  of  Wall  street  that  any  clerk  or  confidential  man  having  a  secret  to  com¬ 
municate  knows  where  there  is  the  best  cash  market  for  such  valuable  considerations, 
and  though  he  has  had  in  all  his  long  career  ‘agents  at  the  elbow  of  every  opportunity,’ 
to  quote  his  own  phrase,  the  sources  and  means  of  his  information  have  never  been  sus¬ 
pected,  and  at  this  hour  he  moves  as  mysteriously  as  on  the  day  he  began  operations. 

(Continued  on  page  38) 


Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Southern  Enterprises. 

The  Oklahoma  Fuel  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Oklahoma  City, 
Okla.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $200,000.  'I'iie  incorporators  are  E.  P. 
Young  and  Harper  J.  Cunningham,  of  Guthrie,  Ohio. 

The  Cordova  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Birmingham, 
Ala.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $10,000.  'I'he  incorporators  are  J.  S. 
Gillespy,  A.  M.  Hobson,  Y.  Womack,  J.  P.  Stiles,  B.  J.  Borden  and  Z.  R. 
Jones. 

The  Anvil  Rock  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Madisonville, 
Ky.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $250,000.  The  incorporators  are  Inker- 
man  Bailey  and  H.  H.  Holeman,  of  Madisonville,  and  Ross  Givens,  of 
Providence,  Ky. 

The  Rfidland  Valley  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Little  Rock, 
Ark.  The  incorporators  are  Joseph  M.  Spradling,  H.  Denman,  F.  Bache, 
James  F.  Read  and  James  B.  McDonough.  The  general  offices  will  be 
located  at  Fbrt  Smith.  F.  Bache  will  be  agent  for  the  company  in  the  state 
of  Arkansas. 

The  Alabama  Fuel  &  Steel  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Birming¬ 
ham,  Ala.  The  company  will  develop  the  property  of  the  Tunnel  Coal  Co. 
in  St.  Clair  county,  consisting  of  9,600  acres  of  land.  J.  M.  Overton,  a  capi¬ 
talist  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  is  president  and  H.  F.  DeBardeleben,  of  Birming¬ 
ham,  is  one  of  the  directors. 

The  Mannington  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Earling- 
ton,  Ky.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $100, OOb.  The  company  will  operate 
mines  in  Hopkins  and  Christian  counties.  The  incorporators  are  William 
B.  Redgrove,  New  "^ork;  Andrew  Hogg,  Mannington;  John  B.  Williams  and 
William  G.  Hillock,  Frostburg,  Md. Harry  L.  Beverly,  Mortimer  C.  Rob¬ 
inson  and  Robert  Duncan,  Midlothan,  Md. 

The  Brown-Lane  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Memphis,  Tenn., 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $.300,000.  The  purpose  of  the  company  is  to 
purchase  coal  land  in  Kentucky,  which  it  will  develop  on  a  large  scale. 
The  officers  of  the  company  are  William  M.  Kennedy,  president ;  Dr.  E.  A. 
Neeley,  first  vice-president;  R.  L.  Brown,  second  vice-president;  A.  Y. 
Allen,  secretary  and  treasurer;  A.  W.  Biggs,  general  counsel. 

General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

Mines  in  the  vicinity  of  Coal  Creek,  Tenn.,  have  been  running  only  part 
time  during  the  past  month  or  two  on  account  of  the  car  shortage. 

The  Consolidated  Anthracite  Coal  Co.,  Spadra,  Ark.,  recently  filed  an 
amendment  to  its  articles  of  incorporation,  reducing  its  capital  from  $5,000,000 
to  $2,500,000. 

A  Iinil/MAIJ  NIINERand  SHIPPER 

■  III  Duff  Iflllll  ANTHRACITE -COKE- BITUMINOUS 

SOIiE  8HIPPKB 

**Avoca”  (PlttBton  District).  ‘‘Jbopez”  (Bernice  District). 

aillVB  A  DENT 

“Buck  Mountain”  ^'Perfection”  Snalthlnc 

"Ble  Vein  L<eliigli”  “Best”  Gas 

“Wilkes  Barre”  “White  Oak  Steam 

And  other  grades  Anthracite  And  other  grades  Bltamlnras 
ConnellSTille,  hatrobe,  Gallitzln  and  West  Virginia  Coke. 

AODRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  1 19  WILLIAM  ST.,  PIHSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P.  R.  R..  P.  &  R.  R.  R., 

L.  V.  R.  R..  Erie  R.  R.,  and  their  connections. 
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The  Wakefield  Iron  &  Coal  Land  Improvement  Co.,  operating  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  with  headquarters  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  recently  decreased  its  capital 
from  $2,500,000  to  $250,000. 

M.  S.  McGliee,  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  recently  purchased  the  mining  prop¬ 
erty  of  the  National  Coal  &  Oil  Co.  at  Uniontown,  Ky.,  and  will  operate  it 
on  a  large  scale.  A  number  of  improvements  will  be  made. 

The  Bon  Air  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  Eastland,  Tenn.,  will  shortly  fire  the 
first  hundred  coke  ovens  built  at  that  point.  Another  hundred  are  being 
constructed,  which  will  be  ready  for  operation  in  a  few  weeks. 

During  the  month  of  August  the  wages  of  the  union  mine  workers  in 
the  Birmingham,  Ala.,  district  will  remain  at  fifty-five  cents  per  ton,  based  on 
the  price  of  pig  iron.  The  maximum  wage  is  fifty-seven  cents  per  ton. 

The  North  American  Coal  Co.,  of  which  J.  Pierpont  Morgan  is  the 
head,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  has  just  purchased  25,000  acres  of  coal  lands  in 
the  Big  Sandy  valley  in  the  vicinity  of  Mt.  Sterling,  Ky.  The  purchase 
price  was  about  $300,000. 

The  fire  which  started  in  the  Sumter  mines  near  Birmingham,  Ala.,  and 
which  was  supposed  to  have  been  extinguished,  has  again  broken  out  and 
threatens  to  do  considerable  damage.  The  mouth  of  the  mine  will  be  sealed 
in  the  hope  of  smothering  the  flames. 

,  The  subject  is  under  consideration  in  the  department  of  mines,  Mexico 
City,  Mex.,  of  amending  the  laws  relating  to  oil  and  coal  lands  so  that  in¬ 
stead  of  being  the  sole  property  of  owners,  as  at  present,  oil  and  coal  de¬ 
posits  may  be  expropriated  as  in  the  case  with  lands  containing  metals. 

R.  L.  Biddle  and  William  Qendaniel,  of  Washington,  Pa.,  have  pur¬ 
chased  the  mining  property  of  the  Green  River  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  at  Hender¬ 
son,  Ky.  The  new  purchasers  will  open  a  mine  and  develop  about  5,000 
acres  of  valuable  coal  land.  The  purchase  price  of  the  mining  property  is 
said  to  have  been  $100,000.  • 

It  is  rumored  that  the  miners  in  the  Clarksville  and  Jellico,  Tenn.,  dis¬ 
tricts  will  demand  an  increase  in  wages  on  September  first,  as  the  wage  scale 
agreement  signed  one  year  ago  will  expire  at  that  time.  This  has  caused 
dealers  at  Louisville  and  other  towns  in  that  vicinity  to  buy  coal  heavily,  as 
it  is  possible  that  a  strike  may  .ensue. 


The  North  American  Co.,  of  New  York  city,  of  which  J.  Pierpont  Mor¬ 
gan  is  the  head,  has  completed  a  deal  for  the  purchase  of  25,000  acres  of  coal 
property  in  the  Big  Sandy  district,  in  eastern  Kentucky,  a  large  part  of  the 
coal  being  immediately  available  without  development.  The  lands  purchased 
also  have  sufficient  timber  to  supply  the  company’s  requirements  in  that  re¬ 
spect. 


Literary  Notes, 

(Continued  from  page  37) 

So  great  has  been  Keene’s  power  in  stock  affairs  during  the  last  decade  and  a  half 
that  few  of  his  contemporaries  have  dared  oppose  him,  and  at  the  time  of  which  1 
am  writing,  when  his  sway  was  almost  at  its  zenith,  he  could  do  about  what  he  pleased 
with  prices." 

Mrs.  I^mphrey  Ward  has  hnally  named  her  new  novel,  which  is  to  begin  in  the 
November  Century,  "Fenwick’s  Career.”  In  the  September  magazine  announcement  is 
made  of  this  story  under  the  title  “Fenwick’s  Ambitions,”  but  a  cable  message  from 
.Mrs.  Ward  announces  the  change.  The  story  is  of  an  artist  who  leaves  his  young 
wife  and  child  in  the  country  and  goes  up  to  London,  on  borrowed  money,  to  seek  his 
fortune. 
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Price  for  12  lb.  Rail,  S  0  00  net. 

Price  for  20  lb.  Kail,  10.00  net. 

Price  for  35  lb.  Rail,  13.50  net. 

Price  for  50  lb.  Rail,  20.00  net, 

COAL  DRILLS 

u.  s. 
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General  Review 

Some  oe  the  eastern  coal  market  reports  which  appear  in  T^e 
Black  Diamond  this  week  read  like  those  published  in  mid-winter 
last  year.  The  demand  for  bituminous  coal  in  that  territory  has 
shown  a  remarkable  increase  since  the  first  of  the  month,  and  pro¬ 
ducing  companies  find  that  there  is  an  active  market  for  all  the  ton¬ 
nage  which  they  can  produce  and  forward.  In  some  instances  the 
restrictions  placed  on  their  mines  by  reason  of  the  increasing  shortage 
of  cars  are  proving  exceedingly  irksome,  and  are  only  accentuating 
the  activity  which  prevails.  Nor  is  the  east  the  only  part  of  the 
country  in  which  the  demand  for  coal  is  on  a  more  substantial  basis. 
Western  markets  are  showing  an  improved  tone  and  producing  and 
shipping  companies  are  reasonably  busy  taking  care  of  their  orders. 
In  the  west,  however,  values  have  not  yet  fully  recovered  from  the 
k  dullness  and  price-cutting  which  prevailed  in  the  summer,  and  the 
'  amount  of  profit  made  by  the  factors  in  the  trade  is  not  always  as 
large  as  it  should  be.  With  increased  demand,  and  restricted  pro¬ 
duction,  which  already  are  being  felt  as  a  result  of  the  car  shortage  in 
r  the  west,  prices  ought  to  advance  gradually  until  they  are  on  a  fairer 
basis.  It  is  not  to  be  expected,  however,  that  they  will  become  ab¬ 
normal,  unless  there  are  unusual  conditions  later  on  to  make  them  so. 

In  the  anthracite  trade  practically  all  the  coal  that  is  being  pro¬ 
duced  at  the  collieries  is  being  absorbed  as  soon  as  it  can  be  moved 
to  destination.  In  the  eastern  branch  of  the  industry  there  is  a  very 
active  coastwise  demand,  which  is  taking  all  the  coal  that  there  is 
barge  service  to  move.  The  shoal-water  ports  are  an  active  factor 
as  a  purchasing  agency,  and  considerable  effort  is  being  made  by  all 
concerned  to  move  the  product  forward  before  ice  makes.  Other 
coastwise  ports  are  taking  about  a  normal  tonnage,  while  in  the  all¬ 
rail  trade  there  is  much  activity.  Some  of  the  orders  originating 
among  all-rail  dealers  can  not  be  filled  promptly  because  of  a  short¬ 
age  of  cars  at  the  collieries,  and  where  this  occurs  it  is  emphasizing 
the  necessity  of  storing  coal  on' the  part  of  the  retailers.  Dealers  are 
taking  in  all  the  product  for  which  they  have  storage  room  and 
anticipate  that  there  may  be  times  when  they  will  run  short.  Nearhy 
-  all-rail  dealers  are  receiving  the  preference,  as  railroads  are  trying  to 
!  use  their  equipment  to  the  best  possible  advantage.  Further  efforts 
to  improve  the  car  supply  in  the  region  are  being  made  by  preventing 
I  cars  from  going  to  foreign  roads,  where  it  rhight  be  difficult  to  secure 
!  their  prompt  return. 

Buffalo  shipments  up  the  great  lakes  have  been  interrupted 
slightly  owing  to  the  lack  of  storage  room  on  some  of  the  docks. 
Western  consumers  are  slow  to  take  in  coal  and  will  not  be  actively 
,  in  the  market  for  a  large  tonnage  until  cold  weather  arrives  in 
.  earnest.  As  a  consequence,  coal  has  not  moved  from  the  docks  in  as 
large  volume  or  as  freely  as  it  did  a  year  ago.  When  it  arrives  at 
.  Buffalo,  and  shipping  companies  have  no  facilities  for  taking  it  in 
V  at  dock  points,  it  is  stored  there  for  later  loading  and  transportation. 
Two  of  the  leading  producing  roads  are  said  to  be  storing  a  nominal 
tonnage  for  this  purpose,  but  aU  this  coal  will  move  forward  to 
^  dock  points  before  the  close  of  the  present  season  of  navigation,  so 
,  that  these  conditions  are  largely  temporary.  Forwarding  of  coal 
from  Buffalo  for  the  first  seven  days  of  the  month  amounted  to 
'  70,000  tons  approximately,  which  is  some  less  than  the  normal  move- 
,  ment  during  August  for  a  corresponding  period. 

I  situation  In  tlie  Antliraclte  Markets. 

In  the  western  anthracite  trade  the  retail  demand  is  still  stag¬ 
nant,  and  this  is  holding  back  business.  The  general  opinion 
seems  to  be  that  retail  yards  are  fairly  well  stocked,  and  that  there 
will  not  be  much  carlot  buying  until  this  coal  'begins  to  move  out  to 
consumers.  A  week  or  ten  days  later  the  active  cosuming  season  will 
,  have  been  inaugurated  and  this  will  work  a  change  without  much 
doubt.  Consumers  in  the  larger  western  cities  seem  to  be  the  ones 
who  are  most  backward  about  taking  in  coal  at  this  time.  Eetail 
demand  in  Chicago  is  exceedingly  dull.  The  shortage  of  cars  at 
,  the  collieries  is  affecting  western  all-rail  delivery,  but  there  is 
sufficient  coal  to  meet  all.  requirements  at  present.  “Private”  anthra- 


of  tKe  Markets. 

« 

cite  continues  to  be  a  source  of  more  or  less  annoyance  in  the  west, 
and  prices  at  which  it  is  offered  do  not  adhere  to  the  circular  basis. 

In  the  bituminous  branch  of  the  industry  car  supply  looms  up 
as  a  serious  problem  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  at  any  time  yet. 
Out  of  the  New  River  and  Pocahontas  regions  in  West  Virginia  the 
supply  of  cars  is  so  inadequate  that  production  is  being  most  seri¬ 
ously  retarded.  While  it  is  early  in  the  month  to  predict  the  total 
tonnage  that  will  be  produced  in  that  field,  there  is  every  reason  to 
believe  it  will  be  less  than  in  July  or  August,  unless  there  is  a 
marked  improvement  in  transportation  within  the  next  fortnight. 

Car  Sliortage  a  Feature  In  the  West. 

In  the  all-rail  trade,  smokeless  coals  are  difficult  to  obtain  on 
the  spot,  and  if  orders  were  as  heavy  as  they  sometimes  are  at  this 
season  of  the  year,  it  is  doubtful  if  more  than  one  car  in  five  of  those 
wanted  could  be  secured.  During  the  remainder  of  the  month  it  is 
expected  that  the  supply  of  all-rail  coal  in  the  west  will  be  further 
restricted.  Most  of  the  lake  contracts  specify  that  the  product  shall 
be  forwarded  before  the  close  of  September.  As  a  consequence,  and 
due  to  the  shorter  haul,  all  the  tonnage  for  which  there  are  facilities 
will  probably  be  loaded  in  vessel  bottoms.  In  some  instances  it  will 
require  much  aggressive  work  for  shipping  companies  to  forward 
a  sufficient  amount  of  coal  to  supply  the  quota  which  they  have 
agreed  to  deliver.  In  such  cases,  in  all  probability,  no  more  coal 
will  be  shipped  to  all-rail  buyers  than  is  absolutely  necessary  to  meet 
their  requirements. 

Car  supply  is  also  short  in  the  splint  fields  which  are  located  on 
the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad,  and  this  coal  is  not  being  forwarded 
to  all-rail  points  in  as  large  volume  as  formerly.  As  the  domestic 
demand  has  not  yet  fully  developed,  the  situation  as  to  this  descrip¬ 
tion  is  not  causing  quite  the  same  embarrassment  as  in  the  smoke¬ 
less  fields,  but  has  had  a  tendency  to  firm  up  prices  and  values  are 
slightly  higher. 

Producers  in  the  Fairmont,  Pittsburg  and  Hocking  Valley  fields 
all  complain  of  the  shortage  of  cars,  and  these  coals  are  much  firmer 
in  western  all-rail  markets.  Most  of  the  tonnage  which  can  be  pro¬ 
duced  is  being  shipped  up  the  great  lakes. 

In  Illinois  and  Indiana  the  situation  is  somewhat  stronger,  al¬ 
though  prices  have  not  yet  reached  a  basis  wholly  satisfactory  to  the 
operating  or  shipping  companies.  Demand  throughout  the  west  has 
shown  an  increase  for  both  steam  and  domestic  coals,  and  demurrage 
product,  which  has  been  a  feature  at  terminals  for  the  past  six  or 
eight  months,  has  been  cleaned  up.  This  places  the  market  on  a 
good  basis,  and  with  the  increased  demand  which  will  come  with 
colder  weather  prices  ought  to  advance  over  those  prevailing. 

The  eastern  markets  for  bituminous  coals  have  undergone  a  re¬ 
markable  metamorphosis  during  the  past  fortnight  and  are  showing 
their  old-time  form.  In  spite  of  the  fact  that  nearly  all  the  main 
line  roads  from  the  mines  in  Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  have  hauled  a  larger  tonnage  thus  far  than  they  did  for  the 
corresponding  period  a  year  ago,  there  seems  to  be  little  surplus  coal 
at  any  consuming  point.  In  the  Atlantic  coastwise  trade  the  present 
week  has  resulted  in  much  more  activity  than  has  prevailed  in  some 
time.  All  the  coal  that  could  be  forwarded  has  been  readily  absorbed, 
and  on  the  spot  product  an  advance  of  ten  to  fifteen  cents  a  ton  has 
occurred.  Consumers  of  steam  coal  who  have  not  yet  obligated  them¬ 
selves  for  a  supply  have  exhibited  some  anxiety  to  make  contracts,  but 
producers  in  many  instances  are  reluctant  to  involve  themselves  in 
any  further  obligations,  and  are  only  accepting  this  business  at  the 
higher  range  of  figures  represented  by  the  advance  in  spot  coal. 

In  the  New  York  harbor  trade  there  has  been  a  shortage  in  the 
supply  and  much  urgency  on  the  part  of  some  consumers  to  obtain 
tonnage  to  meet  their  requirements.  Necessarily,  the  production  of 
bituminous  is  more  or  less  restricted,  on  account  of  the  shortage  of 
railroad  equipment,  which,  with  the  increased  demand,  is  proving  a 
stimulus  that  is  likely  to  result  in  prosperous  markets  throughout  the 
autumn  and  winter. 
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From  almost  any  standpoint  there  has  been  an 
improvement  in  western  coal  trade  conditions  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  week.  Demand  is  much  better  than  it 
was,  while  mine  operators  and  shipping  companies 
are  fairly  busy  with  the  orders  wliich  are  coming 
to  them.  Prices  are  slightly  firmer,  hut  still  con¬ 
stitute  the  weak  spot  in  the  situation,  and  until 
they  advance,  on  western  coals  particularly,  it 
can  not  he  said  that  the  market  conditions  are 
the  best.  Car  shortage,  with  its  conseciuent  re¬ 
striction  of  production,  may  have  an  effect  m 
stiffening  the  market  as  the  season  develops  un¬ 
til  a  much  better  basis  is  reached  Western 
bituminous  coals  are  still  selling  at  figures  any¬ 
where  from  ten  to  thirty-five  cents  a  ton  below 
those  which  prevailed  a  year  ago  at  this  t  me. 
As  the  cost  of  mining  has  not  decreased  any  m 
the  meantime,  and  coal  is  as  expensive  to  pro¬ 
duce  as  it  was  then,  it  is  very  evident  that  the 
lower  prices  represent  a  sacrifice  of  the  prohts 
of  the  producing  and  shipping  companies,  it 
also  must  be  evident  that  there  should  be  a  con¬ 
siderable  advance  over  present  figures  before  the 
trade  is  in  a  healthy  condition. 

C:ar  Shortage  Is  a  Factor. 

The  car  shortage  in  various  fields  continues  to 
be  a  factor  of  great  importance.  In  practically 
every  producing  field  which  ships  to  the  west  all¬ 
rail  or  to  the  lake  loading  ports  the  supply  ot 
car  equipment  is  much  less  than  actual  require¬ 
ments.  It  looks  now  as  if  this  would  interfere 
with  the  tonnage  moved  up  the  great  lakes  and 
may  resuit  in  a  total  movement  less  than  was 
anticipated  at  the  opening  of  the  season.  Ovying 
to  the  necessity  of  accumulating  some  coal  at 
lake  docks  in  anticipation  of  the  possible  labor 
troubles  next  spring,  and  to  meet  current  con¬ 
sumption  in  the  meantime,  producing  interests  are 
giving  this  first  attention,  and  undoubtedly  will 
continue  to  do  so  for  two  months  to  corne. 
Smokeless  coal  will  be  in  short  supply  in  the  all¬ 
rail  trade  during  the  latter  part  of  the  month. 
Most  of  the  contracts  made  by  shipping  compa¬ 
nies  provide  that  all  shipments  shall  be  made  be¬ 
fore  October  first,  and  to  forward  the  quota  of 
coal  necessary  to  fulfill  these  contracts  will  re¬ 
quire  nearly  all  the  tonnage  that  can  be  produwd 
for  western  shipment.  In  the  movement  of  this 
tonnage  to  Lake  Erie  loading  ports  it  will  be 
necessary  to  press  into  service  all  the  equipment 
available  on  the  main  line  roads  out  of  the  Poca¬ 
hontas  and  New  River  regions.  In  the  Fairmont 
district  there  is  not  quite  as  much  complaint  as 
to  a  short  supply  of  cars  as  elsewhere  in  West 
Virginia,  but  some  delays  are  encountered  m 
the  production  of  coal  there,  due  to  this  cause, 
and  it  requires  a  longer  period  to  get  the  prod¬ 
uct  through  all-rail  to  western  points,  includ¬ 
ing  Chicago,  than  formerly.  Pittsburg  operators 
are  complaining  of  a  shortage  of  cars  for  lake 
movement,  and  rail  coal  is  largely  confined  to 
such  tonnage  as  will  supply  contracts  in  hand. 

Western  all-rail  markets  have  no  oversupply 
of  Hocking  coal.  The  production  at  present  is 
going  largely  to  lake  points,  and  only  such  ship¬ 
ments  are  made  as  are  absolutely  required  to  meet 
urgent  demands.  There  is  also  some  complaint 
of  a  shortage  of  cars  in  the  Sullivan  county  field 
of  Indiana. 

Western  Bituminous  Coal  Improving. 

The  situation  in  bituminous  coal  is  improv¬ 
ing,  as  indicated  by  the  condition  of  the  Chicago 
market.  On  Tuesday  of  this  week  a  conserva¬ 
tive  estimate  placed  the  number  of  cars  of  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  on  track  at  about  2,200  at  Chicago. 
One  leading  north  and  south  line  was  reported 
to  have  a  total  of  only  416  cars  on  track  at  ter¬ 
minals,  and  the  other  leading  road  was  said  to 
have  less  than  500  cars,  so  that  in  all  probability 
this  estimate  is  correct.  If  it  is  true,  demurrage 
coal  has  largely  disappeared,  and  in  the  present 
condition  of  the  car  supply  it  is  not  expected  that 
it  will  be  a  factor  of  importance  very  soon. 

Eastern  bituminous  product  in  all  grades  holds 
reasonably  firm  at  Chicago,  while  western  de¬ 
scriptions  of  standard  value  for  steam  or  dome.stic 
consumption  have  advanced  5@10c  a  ton  during 


the  week.  Shipping  companies  all  take  a  more 
encouraging  view  of  the  situation  than  they  have 
before  in  eight  months,  (hie  Chicago  shipper  is 
authority  for  the  statement  that  his  total  tonnage 
sold  during  the  first  ten  days  of  September  was 
in  excess  of  his  total  sales  in  the  month  of  Au¬ 
gust,  and  he  added  that  he  believes  he  will  sell 
more  than  double  the  tonnage  that  was  sold  up 
to  the  tenth,  the  last  twenty  days  of  the  month. 
This  indicates  the  activity  that  has  just  com¬ 
menced,  and  probably  holds  true  in  more  than 
one  instance. 

Eethargy  In  Anthracite  Trade. 

In  the  anthracite  trade  there  is  considerable 
lethargy  in  the  movement  yet,  and  the  volume 
of  tonnage  demanded  by  retail  dealers  thus  far 
has  not  heen  up  to  expectations.  These  conditions 
have  heen  explained  in  various  ways,  but  one 
shipping  agent  seems  to  have  struck  the  key¬ 
note  this  week  when  he  said :  “1  he  trouble  is 
not  due  to  the  shipping  companies  or  the  dealers, 
but  to  the  consuming  public.  For  some  unac¬ 
countable  reason  householders  and  consumers 
who  generally  begin  to  buy  coal  with  the  first 
of  September  are  holding  off  from  taking  in  a 
supply.  There  is  considerable  basis  for  the 
talk  of  a  strike  next  spring,  but  this  does  not 
seem  to  reach  the  average  person,  although  the 
newspapers  have  already  given  the  matter  much 
attention.  To  the  average  consumer  it  seems  a 
remote  contingency  and  one  that  must  not  be 
met  until  it  is  here.  The  consuming  trade,  how¬ 
ever,  is  much  more  negligent  -  about  purchasing 
coal  than  it  was  last  year,  and  the  only  remedy 
seems  to  be  to  wait  until  it  begins  to  buy.  Then 
the  dealers  and  shipping  companies  will  have 
more  business  than  they  can  take  care  of.  I  be¬ 
lieve  the  retailers  in  the  west  have  their  storage 
capacity  fairly  well  filled  and  that  stocks  with 
them  are  as  large  as  a  year  ago  at  this  time. 
They  realize  the  seriousness  of  the  situation  more 
than  consumers  and  will  follow  a  forehanded 
policy  to  the  extent  of  their  capital  all  throug'h 
the  winter.  But  if  consumers  do  not  buy  coal, 
and  the  dealers’  storage  room  is  all  absorbed,  it 
is  not  to  be  expected  the  latter  will  be  in  the 
market  until  this  coal  is  moved  and  more  storage 
room  is  available.” 

The  car  shortage  continues  to  be  a  factor  of 
grave  importance  in  connection  with  the  anthra¬ 
cite  trade.  Lake  Michigan  dock  points,  with 
possibly  the  exception  of  Milwaukee,  are  having 
difficulty  in  securing  sufficient  empty  box  cars  at 
this  time,  and  when  there  is  a  heavier  movement 
of  grain  it  is  expected  the  distress  on  this  ac¬ 
count  will  increase.  Shipping  companies  are 
urging  their  customers  to  take  in  coal  before 
transportation  is  seriously  interrupted,  but  with¬ 
out  much  success,  which  means  there  will  be  an 
accumulation  of  orders  a  few  weeks  later  and 
no  means  of  filling  them  promptly.  As  the  trade 
has  had  due  warning,  the  shipping  companies 
can  scarcely  be  blamed  if  there  are  long  delays 
in  filling  orders  while  the  car  shortage  is  at  its 
worst. 

Most  of  the  orders  coming  forward  to  sales 
agents  are  for  scattering  cars.  There'  is  very 
little  large  business  reported,  and  while  the  num¬ 
ber  of  these  small  orders  is  increasing,  in  the 
aggregate  the  tonnage  required  is  not  sufficient  to 
absorb  the  coal  that  is  usually  ifloved  at  this  sea¬ 
son.  In  the  region,  the  distress  on  account  of 
a  lack  of  box  cars  has  become  marked,  and  the 
western  all-rail  trade  is  having  much  difficulty  in 
getting  enough  coal  through  to  supply  the  de¬ 
mand.  Equipment  usually  required  in  this  serv¬ 
ice  is  in  the  east,  waiting  for  grain  shipments 
from  lake  discharging  ports,  or  is  being  utilized 
in  the  shorter  hauls  from  the  collieries,  where  it 
will  be  available  when  required. 

Some  Private  Coal  in  AVest. 

Owing  to  the  lethargy  in  the  demand,  there  is 
considerable  “private”  anthracite  offered  in  the 
west  by  jobbing  houses  below  the  circular  basis. 
Where  this  coal  is  up  against  demurrage  and 
must  be  moved  it  is  frequently  sold  at  figures 
ten  to  thirty  cents  below  the  circular  basis.  It 
is  expected  that  a  few  cold  days,  however,  will 
start  up  demand,  and  then  it  will  be  rapidly  ab¬ 
sorbed.  The  car  shortage,  too,  is  likely  to  have 


an  effect  ,and  in  fact  few  additions  are  being 
made  to  the  accumulation  at  present.  C.iicago 
retail  demand  is  light  and  dealers  are  indulging 
in  much  complaint  because  they  can  not  take 
advantage  of  this  fine  weather  to  make  deliver¬ 
ies  to  consumers. 

In  the  bituminous  trade,  smokeless  coals  con¬ 
tinue  to  occupy  the  paramount  position.  'I'he 
market  for  this  product  is  represented  by  an 
active  demand  because  of  the  impossibility  of 
getting  this  coal  forward.  Where  sales  agents 
.should  receive  reports  indicating  shipments  of 
fifty  cars  a  day,  they  are  informed  that  five  or 
ten  cars  have  been  shipped.  The  stringency  in 
the  supply  of  spot  coal  will  increase  during  the 
remainder  of  the  month,  in  all  probability,  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  product  being  diverted  to  lake  load¬ 
ing  ports  to  be  moved  to  docks.  'I'he  car  supply 
in  both  the  New  River  and  the  Pocahontas  fields 
continues  to  be  about  as  bad  as  possible,  and 
there  is  no  immediate  hope  of  any  improvement. 
Run-of-mine  standard  smokeless  coal  is  held 
firmly  on  the  basis  of  $1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
or  $.1.15  f.  o.  b.  (Tiicago.  Now  and  then  for 
spot  product  a  small  premium  is  obtained,  but 
where  the  customer  wiil  accept  shipments  from 
the  mines  this  is  the  prevailing  figure.  Screened 
lump  and  egg  coal  is  held  firmly  at  $2.00  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine,  except  in  movement  to  the  jobbing 
trade.  This  places  it  on  the  basis  of  $4.05  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago,  which  represents  the  actual  selling 
price.  'I'hin-vein  and  other  smokeless  coals  are 
quoted  at  90cfe$1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.90(a 
;}.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Apparently  shipments  of 
these  are  increasing. 

'I'he  western  splint  trade  is  also  suffering  from 
the  car  shortage  in  the  West  Virginia  field.^. 
Movement  in  the  all-rail  trade  is  extremely 
light,  owing  to  the  inability  of  producing  compa¬ 
nies  to  secure  a  sufficient  quota  of  cars,  and, 
although  the  active  demand  has  not  yet  opened, 
about  all  the  coal  that  can  be  brought  to  Qiicago 
is  being  absorbed.  Current  quotations  are  on 
the  basis  of  $1.25(ail.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  for  the 
standard  product  loaded  in  open  cars,  or  ^.15fe 
:{.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Winifrede  loaded  in  box 
cars  is  held  firmly  at  $3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Kalrmont  Coal  Is  Firmer, 

Complaint  is  frequent  among  buyers  of  Fair¬ 
mont  coal  in  territory  east  of  (Zhicago  of  delayed 
shipments,  due  to  the  shortage  of  cars.  There 
is  very  little  coal  in  the  Chicago  market,  except 
to  apply  on  current  orders.  Spot  coal  rules  steady 
at  a  range  of  90c@$1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for 
three-quarter,  cy  $2.80(5,2.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Run-of-mine  coal  is  quoted  at  80@90c  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine,  or  $2.70(g2.S0  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Do- 
mest'e  lump  is  held  steady  on  the  basis  of  $1.35@ 
1.43  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.25@3.35  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Demand  for  the  latter  is  reported  to 
he  improving. 

Conditions  pertaining  to  other  eastern  coals 
largely  apply  to  Youghiogheny.  'The  shortage 
of  railroad  equipment  is  restricting  the  move¬ 
ment  in  the  all-rail  trade,  and  very  little  free 
coal  is  offered  in  the  Chicago  market.  Move¬ 
ment  all-rail  is  largely  confined  to  contracts  with 
gas  companies.  Prices  are  held  steady  at  $1.10(5 
1.20  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  for  three-quarter  coal,  or 
$3.00(^3.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Other  grades  are 
not  sold  to  any  extent  in  western  markets. 

Much  of  the  Hocking  tonnage  being  produced 
is  shipped  up  the  lakes  to  dock  points,  and,  ow¬ 
ing  to  this  fact  and  the  shortage  of  box  cars 
in  the  region,  the  movement  to  the  western  all¬ 
rail  trade  is  no  larger  than  can  be  absorbed 
readily.  Prices  are  being  well  maintained  on 
this  product  at  both  dock  and  rail  points.  Rail 
coal  is  held  at  $1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  domestic 
lump,  or  $3.00  f.  o.  b.  Giicago.  Lake  coal  is 
held  firmly  at  $3.15  f.  o.  b.  the  docks  for  do¬ 
mestic  lump  product. 

Western  Coals  Are  Higher. 

In  western  bituminous  coals  the  market  is  in 
a  much  healthier  condition  than  it  has  been,  due 
to  the  fact  that  it  is  relieved  of  the  demurrage 
product,  which  has  been  such  a  factor  at  Chi¬ 
cago  and  other  large  distributing  points  during 
the  summer.  Very  little  demurrage  coal  in  the 
desirable  grades  is  being  offered  at  present,  and 
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with  an  increased  demand  the  market  should 
sustain  a  further  improvement. 

Sullivan  county  lump  is  held  on  the  basis  of 
$1.35@1.45  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  northwestern 
shipment,  the  latter  price  generally  prevailing 
after  the  fifteenth  instant.  In  the  Indiana  trade 
it  is  held  at  $1.40@1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  Chicago 
prices  are  some  weaker  than  these,  the  prevailing 
quotation  f.  o.  b.  this  city  being  $2.05@2.20  for 
desirable  descriptions.  Egg  is  in  somewhat  larger 
supply  and  is  offered  ten  cents  below  these  figures 
in  most  instances.  The  consuming  season  for 
this  latter  product  has  not  yet  commenced,  but 
when  it  arrives  it  is  expected  it  will  show  an  im¬ 
provement.  Sullivan  county  run-of-mine  has 
been  in  short  supply  in  the  Chicago  market 
throughout  the  week  and  is  quoted  at  90c@$1.00 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  where  any  is  available,  or  on 
the  basis  of  $1.70@1.80  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Screen¬ 
ings  are  also  in  better  request  and  have  shown 
some  improvement.  Most  of  the  trading  has 
been  on  the  basis  of  50@35c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 
$1.30@1.35  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  although  odd  lots 
have  sold  below  these  figures. 

Carterville  coal  has  also  stiffened  in  price, 
due  to  the  increased  demand  from  the  domestic 
consuming  trade,  and  now  occupies  a  fairly 
strong  position.  Domestic  lump  coal  is  held  on 
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This  market  presents  the  same  general  condi¬ 
tions  that  have  been  reported  recently  from  week 
to  week.  There  is  a  further  improvement  in 
everything  except  the  car  supply,  and  this,  on 
the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio,  is  fully  as  bad  as  it  has 
been  at  any  time  lately.  Shippers  along  the 
Norfolk  &  Western,  especially  those  in  the 
Kenova  district,  report  that  they  have  been  get- 
a  very  reasonable  car  service  all  week,  while  those 
in  the  Pocahontas  fields  say  that  while  they 
are  not  getting  nearly  as  many  cars  as  they 
would  like  to  have,  their  conditions  are  so  much 
better  than  those  in  the  New  River  district  on 
the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio,  that  they  have  com¬ 
paratively  little  to  complain  of.  Shippers  along 
the  Louisville  &  Nashville  railroad,  who  have 
been  enjoying  the  best  car  service  of  any  re¬ 
cently,  report  this  week  that  the  railroad  is  re¬ 
ducing  gradually,  but  surely,  the  free  time  the 
company  has  been  allowing  shippers  to  hold 
coal  at  Covington,  Ky.,  until  it  now  amounts 
almost  to  no  accommodation  at  all.  This  is 
done  to  keep  the  company’s  cars  moving,  and  the 
coal  men  have  no  room  for  complaint.  The 
wail  that  comes  from  all  the  producers  of  coal 
on  the  lines  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  is  almost 
pitiful.  Large  and  small  mines,  in  both  the 
Kanawha  and  New  River  districts,  are  given 
practically  two  “supplies”  a  week,  and  everybody 
knows  how  expensive  it  is  to  mine  and  market 
coal  under  those  conditions. 

Splint  Lump  Is  Stronger. 

There  is  a  decided  improvement  in  prices  of 
splint  lump.'  Almost  without  exception  every 
concern  producing  a  good  quality  of  this  coal 
is  now  getting  $1.40  and  upward  for  it  at  the 
mines.  A  number  of  sales  have  been  made  at 
$1.50,  and  the  higher  grades  that  have  been 
selling  for  $1.50  are  now  bringing  $1.60  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines.  The  exceptional  firmness  of  smoke¬ 
less  coal  continues.  The  lowest  quotation  for  Poca¬ 
hontas  and  New  River  lump  and  egg  is  $2.00  a  ton 
at  the  mines,  while  a  premium  of  at  least  fifteen 
cents  a  ton  is  being  obtained  over  the  current 
quotation  of  $1.10  a  ton  at  the  mines  for  this 
grade  of  fuel.  War  Eagle  smokeless  lump  and 
egg  are  quoted  at  $2.00;  nut,  $1.25,  and  run- 
of-mine,  $1.00.  The  demand  for  smokeless  run- 
of-niine  is  caused,  to  a  great  extent,  by  the  in¬ 
ability  of  many  of  the  shippers  to  fill  orders 
promptly  for  lump  and  egg.  The  scarcity  of 
cars,  too,  is  having  much  to  do  with  the  strength 
of  the  market.  It  is  thought  by  most  of  the 
large  producers  that  the  car  situation  will  be 
worse  before  it  is  better. 

September  Slilpment  of  River  Coal. 

Another  small  shipment  of  river  coal  is  on 
its  way  down  the  river  from  Pittsburg.  A  run 


the  basis  of  $1.35@1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 
$2.35@2.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  In  the  Chicago  city 
trade  there  has  been  some  deviation  from  these 
figures,  coal  selling  as  low  as  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine,  but  this  applies  where  it  is  against  car 
service  or  lacking  in  preparation.  Egg  coal  is 
quoted  ten  cents  below  the  figures  on  domestic 
lump.  Three-inch  screenings  are  not  as  weak 
as  they  were,  and  the  market  is  in  a  good  posi¬ 
tion  for  improvement.  Quotations  during  the 
week  have  been  50@60c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 
$1.50@1.60  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Range  of  Western  I^rlces 

Springfield  coals  do  not  seem  to  have  shown 
the  improvement  that  has  been  characteristic  of 
some  of  the  other  descriptions,  although  they  are 
some  higher  than  formerlv.  Domestic  lump  is 
quoted  at  $1.15@1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.90@ 
2.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  with  some  descriptions 
bringing  slightly  higher  figures  where  prepara¬ 
tion  is  excellent.  Fueling  or  inch  and  a  half 
lump  coal  is  held  on  the  basis  of  $1.05@1.15 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  at  $1.80@1.90  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago.  Run-of-mine  has  occupied  a  stronger  po¬ 
sition  than  the  other  grades  referred  to  and  is 


of  coal  during  the  month  of  September  does  not 
occur  more  than  once  in  ten  years.  The  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  already  large  stock  of  river  coal 
afloat  probably  will  not  affect  the  market  in 
the  least,  as  most  of  this  coal  is  owned  by  the 
companies  which  sell  it  at  retail  here.  Prices 
for  river  lump  range  at  7@7^  cents  a  bushel 
of  1,728  cubic  inches,  and  nut  and  slack  is 
5@55^  cents  a  bushel. 

The  local  retail  trade  is  without  change  or 
incident.  Pittsburg,  Kanawha,  Thacker,  Fair¬ 
mont  and  such  grades  of  lump  sell  for  $3.25  a 
ton  delivered;  Pocahontas  and  New  River  $4.00; 
anthracite  $7.50  and  steam  coal  from  $1.75  a  ton 
for  the  cheapest  nut  and  slack  to  $2.50  a  ton  for 
the  best  run-of-mine. 

Protection  Against  Ice. 

A  largely  attended  meeting  of  the  river  coal 
men  was  held  in  the  library  of  the  chamber  of 


1  he  Union  Coal  Delivery  Co.  is  the  latest 
new  retail  concern  in  this  city. 

C.  C.  Bunton,  formerly  well  known  in  the' 
river  coal  business,  is  visiting  friends  here.  He 
is  now  with  the  Union  Trust  Co.,  Pittsburg. 

R.  S.  Magee,  sales  manager  of  the  Economy 
Fuel  Co.,  is  spending  his  vacation  at  Mackinac 
Island  with  his  wife.  He  writes  that  he  is 
having  a  fine  time. 

Ferdinand  Howald,  president  of  the  New  River 
Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  has  been  spend¬ 
ing  most  of  his  time  lately  in  the  Cincinnati 
office  of  the  company. 

The  contract  to  supply  the  Eden  Park  green¬ 
houses  with  coal  the  coming  year  was  awarded 
this  week  to  the  Walnut  Hills  Coal  &  Mining  Co. 
Smokeless  coal  will  be  supplied. 

It  is  reported  upon  apparently  good  authority, 
that  Ferdinand  Howald  will  resign  his  position 
as  president  of  the  New  River  Consolidated  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  January  first,  1906,  and  take  a 
two  years’  trip  abroad. 

William  Burlingham,  western  manager  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  returned 
Monday  from  his  vacation  which  he  spent  at 
Charlevoix,  Mich.  Out  of  door  recreation  has 
given  him  a  good  coat  of  tan. 

Morris  Williams,  of  Philadelphia,  president  of 
the  Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  C.  L.  'riiompson,  of 
Erie,  Pa.,  general  western  sales  agent,  and  C.  L, 
Heck,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  sales  agent,  were  enter¬ 
tained'  at  the  Business  Men’s  club  Tuesday  by 


quoted  at  85c(^$1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.60@ 
1.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Producing  companies  are 
endeavoring  to  secure  a  uniform  price  of  4.')C 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  screenings,  or  $1.20  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago,  although  in  one  or  two  instances,  at 
least,  these  figures  have  been  shaded.  Grape 
creek  coals  rule  on  about  the  same  basis  as  those 
from  the  Springfield  district  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  al¬ 
though  the  mine  price  is  slightly  higher,  due  to 
the  differential  in  the  freight  rate.  Other  west¬ 
ern  coals  hold  to  the  same  relative  basis  as  those 
quoted. 

In  the  coke  trade  there  is  the  same  complaint 
of  a  shortage  of  cars  that  is  noticeable  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  eastern  movement  of  bitumi¬ 
nous  coals.  Shipments  are  being  restricted  to 
some  extent  as  a  consequence,  and  with  a  more 
active  demand,  due  to  the  season  of  the  year,  the 
situation  is  much  firmer.  Some  western  fac¬ 
tors  in  the  trade  are  predicting  that  the  Connells- 
yille  product  will  sell  $1.00  higher  per  ton  before 
it  goes  any-  lower  than  at  present.  Quotations 
for  standard  seventy-two  hour  Connellsville 
foundry  coke  are  on  the  basis  of  $2..50@2.65  f.  o. 
b.  the  ovens,  or  $5.15@5.30  f,  o.  b.  Chicago.  De¬ 
mand  is  absorbing  current  receipts.  Southern 
cokes  range  on  the  basis  of  $4,75@5.50  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago,  according  to  quality. 


Cincinnati. 

commerce  Tuesday  of  this  week  to  devi.se  some 
means  of  protection  from  ice  in  the  river  during 
the  winter.  The  general  subject  of  ice  piers 
was  discussed,  but  it  was  decided  that  it  would 
take  so  many  piers  to  protect  all  the  property  in 
the  harbor  that  the  government  would  probably 
not  be  willing  to  build  enough.  A  scheme  was 
suggested,  however,  that  probably  will  reduce 
to  a  minimum  the  danger  from  ice  if  it  is  car¬ 
ried  out.  It  is  to  build  a  series  of  ice  piers 
out  from  each  bank  of  the  river  at  some  distance 
^  above  the  city,  leaving  only  a  sufficient  space 
in  the  middle  of  the  river  for  navigation.  It  is 
contended  that  the  ice,  in  flowing  down  the  river 
would  soon  build  out  from  these  piers  on  each 
side,  and  stop  running,  leaving  the  harbor  be¬ 
low  clear  of  ice.  As  soon  as  the  matter  can  be 
handled  in  proper  shape,  the  government  will  be 
asked  to  carry  out  the  plans  and  bear  the  expense 
of  the  scheme. 


Chapman  R.  Hinsch  and  Charles  A.  Hinsch,  of 
the  Hinsch  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

C.  R.  Moriarty,  manager  of  the  Cincinnati  of¬ 
fice  of  the  Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  spent  most  of  the 
week  at  the  mines,  using  some  of  his  old  railroad 
experience  in  facilitating  the  movement  of  coal 
cars  to  the  properties  of  the  company. 

In  a  legal  advertisement,  Joseph  C.  Finnell, 
special  master  commissioner,  announces  that  he 
will  hear  proofs  of  all  claims  against  the  Claff- 
lin  Coal  &  Oil  Co.  at  room  23,  United  States 
Government  building,  Covington,  Ky.,  on  Friday, 
October  sixth,  1905. 

L.  D.  Warren,  formerly  traveling  salesman  for 
the  New  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
with  headquarters  here,  but  who  recently  re¬ 
signed  to  take  a  position  in  the  main  office  of  the 
company  at  Thurmond,  W.  Va.,  has  returned  to 
the  Cincinnati  office. 

G.  E.  Forbush,  well  known  on  the  road  as  a 
salesman  for  Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks,  spent 
most  of  the  week  here  looking  for  a  house.  It 
i.s  his  desire  to  reside  in  this  city  and  make  Cin¬ 
cinnati  his  headquarters.  In  all  probability  he 
will  open  an  office  here  before  long.  1  le  has  a 
large  trade  in  this  territory. 

T.  F.  Farrell,  who  has  taken  the  position  of 
manager  of  the  Pocahontas  Coke  Co..  Bramwcll. 
W.  Va.,  will  leave  Cincinnati  for  his  new  fiehl 
of  work  next  Monday.  Market  conditions  and 
the  affairs  of  the  Pocahontas  Coke  Co.  make  it 
imperative  that  he  take  hold  of  the  management 
of  the  company  at  once.  Mr.  Farrell,  in  leaving 
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Cincinnati,  takes  with  him  the  best  wishes  of 
every  coal  man  in  the  city.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  popular  men  in  the  coal  trade. 

It  is  announced  that  the  Lexington  &  Eastern 
railway  is  about  to  build  an  extension  of  its 
road  from  Jackson,  Ky.,  the  present  eastern  ter¬ 
minus,  through  to  the  Elkhorn  coal  fields,  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  sixty-five  miles.  Contracts  have  already 
been  let  for  about  thirty-five  miles  of  the  road. 
This  extension  will  give  the  Lexington  &  Eastern 
an  entrance  to  one  of  the  richest  coal  fields  in 
the  country.  This  was  planned  fifteen  years  ago, 
and  old  surveys  are  being  used  in  the  present 
improvement. 

It  is  reported  in  inner  circles  that  the  Chesa¬ 
peake  &  Ohio  railroad  is  about  to  establish  a 
new  office  here,  and  appoint  to  fill  it  W.  L. 
Divine,  with  the  title  of  coal  freight  agent.  This 
office  will  have  practically  the  work  formerly 
done  by  G.  W.  Benjamin,  whose  office  was  dis¬ 
continued  in  1900.  The  coal  freight  agent  will 
report  to  F.  M.  Whittaker,  who  has  charge  of 
the  present  freight  traffic  department.  Mr.  Di¬ 
vine,  who  probably  will  be  appointed  to  this  new 
office,  has  been  acting  for  several  years  as  gen¬ 
eral  import  agent  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio. 

It  was  given  out  here  Wednesday  that  C.  J. 
Wittenberg,  president  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  is  at  the  head  of  a  company 
named  the  Crab  Orchard  Improvement  Co.,  that 
has  just  taken  over  the  title  to  10,000  acres  of 
coal  property  located  in  the  New  River  district. 
'The  price  paid  is  said  to  have  been  $100  an 
acre,  which  makes  the  deal  approximate  over 
$1,000,000.  This  property  is  traversed  by  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad  and  the  Tidewater 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Sept.  14. 

The  local  market  may  be  described  without 
reservation  as  having  advanced  toward  improve¬ 
ment  during  the  week  just  passed,  and  each  day 
sees  conditions  approaching  nearer  the  coal  man’s 
ideal  of  September  business.  Numerous  forces 
are  conspiring  to  bring  about  this  improvement, 
and  not  the  least  of  these  is  the  increased  de¬ 
mand  for  coal  from  this  district  as  the  close  of 
the  lake  season  approaches.  Lake  shippers  are 
pushing  forward  their  output  as  fast  as  they 
physically  can  handle  it,  and  the  lake  district  is 
taking  good  care  of  all  the  surplus  good  coal  on 
the  market. 

The  increase  in  the  great  lakes  movement  for 
the  time  being  is  more  noticeable,  owing  to  the 
prevailing  car  shortage.  The  movement  in  this 
direction  is  full  and  the  tonnage  heavy.  The  rail 
and  river  business  is  waxing  brisk  and  inquiries 
are  coming  in  far  more  freely  than  a  month  ago. 
The  large  consumer,  in  expectation  of  possible 
trouble  in  the  spring,  is  clamoring  for  shipments, 
and  these,  together  with  the  upward  tendency  of 
prices  for  all  grades  of  coal,  all  make  for  a  stiffer 
market.  All  jobbing  orders  are  plentiful,  dealers 
without  exception  being  well  supplied  with  Sep¬ 
tember  orders,  which,  in  spite  of  the  growing 
shortage  of  cars,  are  being  well  taken  care  of. 

A  fair  river  barge  stage  was  reached  here  this 
week  after  three  days  of  hard  rain.  The  rise 
was  unexpected  and  river  men  are  rushing  prepa¬ 
rations  for  sending  a  large  fleet  south  the  latter 
part  of  the  week.  The  Monongahela  River  Con¬ 
solidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  taken  immediate 
advantage  of  the  rise  and  the  steamers  Coal  City, 
Tom  Dodsworth,  Joseph  Walton,  Valiant,  Ex¬ 
porter  and  Charles  Brown  departed  Tuesday 
night  with  twenty-two  barges  each,  approximat¬ 
ing  a  total  of  1,980,000  bushels.  It  is  estimated 
that  there  are  10,000,000  bushels  of  coal  in  the 
Pittsburg  harbor  and  upper  pools  and  two  boats 
which  are  moored  along  the  Ohio  river  west  of 
the  city  are  being  rushed  here  with  their  big  tows 
of  empties. 

Slack  Uiiles  Very  Firm. 

The  inordinate  demand  for  and  consequent  ad¬ 
vance  in  prices  for  run-of-mine  slack  is  one  of 
the  important  developments  this  week.  The 
supply  is  inadequate  to  meet  the  demands,  and 
prices  are  holding  strong  at  50@65c  f.  o.  b.  the 


railroad.  Both  roads  will  make  strong  bids  for 
ihe  prospective  tonnage  that  will  follow  the 
development  of  the  property.  A  charter  has 
already  been  taken  out  at  Charleston,  W.  Va., 
for  the  new  company. 

Dennis  E.  Layhe,  assistant  superintendent  of 
the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad,  with  headquar¬ 
ters  at  Thurmond,  W.  Va.,  has  been  chosen  to 
fill  the  position  of  traffic  manager  and  western 
sales  agent  of  the  New  River  Consolidated  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  the  place  made  vacant  by  the  resig¬ 
nation  of  T.  F.  Farrell.  Mr.  Layhe  has  had  en¬ 
tire  charge  of  the  coal  business  of  the  New 
River  field  for  some  time,  and  is  a  man  of  wide 
experience.  Personally  he  is  very  popular  among 
the  coal  men,  who  know  him  well,  and  it  is  pre¬ 
dicted  that  he  will  prove  a  valuable  acquisition 
to  the  working  force  of  the  New  River  Consoli¬ 
dated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  He  will  assume  his  new 
duties  about  the  first  of  October. 

H.  R.  Mather,  manager  of  the  Cincinnati  busi¬ 
ness  of  Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  received  a 
contract  this  week  that  he  did  not  desire.  About 
five  weeks  ago  he  put  in  a  bid  to  supply  the 
Norwood  (Cincinnati  suburb)  water  works  and 
electric  light  plant  with  Pocahontas  run-of-mine 
coal.  He  did  not  hear  from  the  officials  having 
the  matter  in  charge  and  he  wrote  to  them  asking 
what  had  become  of  the  bids.  He  was  informed 
that  the  proper  committee  was  at  work  on  the 
matter,  and  he  then  wrote  to  them  withdrawing 
his  bid.  After  another  delay  he  was  informed 
that  the  contract  had  been  awarded  to  him. 
During  the  five  weeks  that  had  elapsed,  smoke¬ 
less  coal  advanced,  and  the  contract  became  an 
undesirable  one.  Mr.  Mather  accepted  the  award. 


mine  on  orders  calling  for  immediate  shipment. 
The  prospects  for  a  still  further  advance  in  quo¬ 
tations  are  very  favorable. 

Circular  quotations  for  Pittsburg  coal  for  the 
week  ending  September  fourteenth  are  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Run-of-mine,  90c@$1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine; 
three-quarter  inch,  $1.00@1.05 ;  one  and  one- 
quarter  inch,  $1.15@1.25;  slack,  50@65c.  The 
list  figures  seem  to  be  but  a  formality,  however, 
and  are  little  heeded  in  the  rush  for  shipments  of 
all  grades.  The  general  rule,  with  the  possible 
exception  of  screenings,  is  that  orders  are  filled 
at  slight  and  irregular  advances  over  list  figures, 
especially  in  the  case  of  long-time  shipments. 

The  retail  trade  is  taking  on  the  usual  mid- 
September  activity,  although  the  call  for  family 
anthracite  is  yet  somewhat  limited. 

In  line  with  the  general  advance  in  coal  prices 
the  coke  quotations  are  improving  to  a  certain 
extent.  A  summary  of  the  Connellsville  opera¬ 
tions  for  the  week  shows  20,648  ovens  in  blast, 
with  a  total  production  of  255,885  tons  as  com¬ 
pared  with  255,467  tons  for  last  week. 

Car  Shortage  Is  a  Feature. 

The  paucity  of  the  car  supply  is  the  feature 
of  the  western  Pennsylvania  situation  as  it  is  in 
practically  every  other  locality.  This  shortage 
tends  toward  a  general  toning  up  of  prices,  the 
lack  of  cars  meaning  curtailment  of  ready  sup¬ 
plies  and  a  stronger  market.  The  main  short¬ 
age  seems  to  be  confined  to  box  cars.  One  ex¬ 
planation  of  the  lack  of  cars  is  that  they  may  now 
be  doing  service  in  the  western  grain  belt,  the 
movement  of  empties  in  that  direction  having 
commenced  some  time  ago.  The  coke  output, 
too,  is  claiming  a  large  number  of  cars,  as  are 
also  the  mill  interests.  One  fortunate  feature 
which  somewhat  reduces  the  losses  resulting  from 
this  shortage  is  the  comparatively  slow  call  for 
spot  orders.  River  points  are  not  affected  in 
such  serious  measure  as  the  all-rail  destinations. 
The  extremely  favorable  river  shipping  conditions 
throughout  the  summer  resulted  in  a  large  ton¬ 
nage  of  coal  being  sent  south.  Where  the  all¬ 
rail  destinations  are  situated  near  enough  to  the 
mines  the  railroads  are  prompt  to  take  care  of 
the  business,  but  it  is  the  long  distance  haul  that 
is  handicapped  by  the  car  shortage  proposition. 

While  it  is  yet  too  early  to  accept  any  of  the 
many  1906  strike  rumors  as  authentic  or  as  por¬ 
tending  any  real  trouble,  it  remains  a  fact  that 
the  mutterings  from  the  coal  fields  of  Penn- 


however,  rather  than  have  any  legal  controversy. 
The  amount  of  coal  required  is  about  8,000  tons. 

A  meeting  of  the  principal  splint  coal  op¬ 
erators  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio,  Norfolk  & 
Western,  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  and  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  lines,  is  scheduled  to  be  held  at  the  Chit¬ 
tenden  Hotel,  Columbus,  Ohio,  Friday,  Septem¬ 
ber  fifteenth,  at  10  a.  m.  When  asked  as  to  the 
probable  business  of  the  conference,  several  of 
the  largest  of  the  local  coal  men  said  that  while 
the  call  for  the  meeting  did  not  outline  any  par¬ 
ticular  program,  it  is  understood  that  general 
market  conditions  will  be  reviewed,  and  that 
attempts  will  be  made  to  obtain  better  car 
service  on  several  of  the  roads.  There  are  at 
present  very  few  iregularities  in  the  splint  coal 
trade,  but  these  may  be  taken  up  if  deemed  of 
sufficient  importance.  It  is  expected  that  the 
meeting  will  be  a  largely  attended  one. 

F.  B.  Raines,  manager  of  the  Cincinnati  office 
of  the  War  Eagle  Fuel  Co.,  is,  without  doubt, 
the  happiest  man  in  the  coal  business  in  this 
district.  Although  he  has  been  here  only  a  little 
over  a  year,  he  has  built  up  a  fine  demand  for 
his  coal.  Without  exception  every  contract  he 
has  taken  this  year  is  at  a  higher  price  than  a 
year  ago,  and  he  has  sold  over  eighty  per  cent  of 
his  allotment  of  coal  for  the  entire  season,  which 
leaves  him  free  to  take  a  few  more  orders  at 
advancing  prices.  The  greatest  reason  for  his 
felicity,  however,  lies  in  another  direction.  He 
has  just  been  accepted  as  a  husband  by  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  and  charming  young  ladies  of 
Mount  Auburn,  Miss  Louie  Hord,  and,  he  hav¬ 
ing  plenty  of  leisure,  is  now  enjoying  to  the 
utmost  his  honeymoon.  His  many  friends  are 
congratulating  him  upon  his  good  fortune. 


Field. 

sylvania  are  growing  more  ominous  as  the  time 
approaches  for  the  all  important  wage  confer¬ 
ence.  While  the  main  seat  of  the  possible  trou¬ 
ble  lies  in  the  anthracite  regions  in  the  eastern 
portion  of  the  state,  it  is  too  much  to  expect 
that  the  bituminous  end  will  escape  the  mael¬ 
strom  that  will  follow  a  possible  rupture  in 
January.  Both  the  bituminous  operators  and 
the  officials  of  the  miners’  union  are  alive  to 
the  conditions  and  are  taking  steps  thus  early 
to  meet  the  contingency  when  the  time  ar¬ 
rives. 

Miners  Strengthen  Their  Organization. 

The  union  officials  are  making  much  over  the 
rumored  intentions  of  the  bituminous  operators 
to  call  for  a  sharp  reduction  in  wages  at  the 
expiration  of  the  scale  now  in  force  and  are  pre¬ 
paring  to  marshal  into  line  the  weak  spots  in 
their  western  Pennsylvania  organization.  By 
placing  a  band  of  organizers  in  the  extensive 
Irwin  district  the  union  leaders  are  preparing 
to  neutralize  the  once  powerful  argument  of  the 
bituminous  operators,  which  has  been  advanced 
heretofore  with  great  effect  at  wage  conferences, 
namely,  the  fact  that  practically  adjacent  the 
producing  fields  of  the  Pittsburg  “union”  dis¬ 
trict  lies  the  Irwin  district,  in  direct  competi¬ 
tion  with  Pittsburg  production.  In  this  dis¬ 
trict  it  is  said  that  there  are  over  14,000  un¬ 
organized  miners  working  for  a  lower  scale  than 
prevails  in  union  districts.  These  matters  may 
not  develop  into  anything  serious  if  the  an¬ 
thracite  situation  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
state  is  satisfactorily  adjusted.  The  union  lead¬ 
ers  are  reiterating  the  statement  that  if  the  an¬ 
thracite  workers  are  compelled  to  strike  there 
will  be  few  bituminous  mines  operating  and  sup¬ 
plying  the  market,  thus  breaking  the  force  of 
the  cessation  of  anthracite  operations. 

While  there  may  be  a  ^ain  of  truth  in  the 
reports  that  eastern  anthracite  operators  are  pre¬ 
paring  for  an  emergency  by  arming  themselves 
with  huge  storage  supplies  of  their  product,  the 
same  can  scarcejy  be  said  of  the  bituminous  end. 
The  unusual  shipments  of  bituminous  coal  from 
the  local  field,  both  by  rail  and  water,  during  the 
summer  now  coming  to  a  close,  seem  to  be  the 
legitimate  outcome  of  the  almost  unprecedented 
favorable  physical  shipping  conditions,  this  being 
particularly  applicable  in  the  case  of  river  busi¬ 
ness.  Much  coal  unquestionably  has  been 
stored,  and  this  fact  naturally  is  emphasized  by 
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the  mine  workers’  leaders  as  meaning  studied 
preparation  on  the  part  of  the  operators  for  a 
possible  imbroglio  in  the  spring,  when,  as  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  fact,  it  constitutes  the  usual  procedure  on 
the  part  of  the  operators. 

Pittsburg  Persona]  tVotes. 

George  A.  Magoon,  vice-president  of  the 
Shoenberger  Coal  Co.,  returned  on  Monday  of 
this  week  from  a  month’s  stay  at  Georgian  bay. 

Elaborate  preparations  are  on  foot  for  the  an¬ 
nual  celebration  of  Mitchell  day  by  the  leading 
local  officials  of  the  mine  workers’  union.  The 
day  falls  on  Sunday  this  year,  but  the  demon¬ 
strations  will  be  carried  out  on  the  preceding 
Saturday,  October  twenty-eighth. 

W.  G.  Cronkright,  vice-president  of  the  Old 
Colony  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  is  home  from  a  three 
weeks’  sojourn  at  various  Michigan  points.  Sec¬ 
retary  B.  H.  Schewe,  of  the  same  company,  will 
depart  next  week  for  the  upper  Michigan  lakes, 
where  he  will  mix  business  with  pleasure. 

Travel  to  and  from  the  Irwin  district  will 
be  grptly  facilitated  upon  the  completion  of 
extensions  being  made  by  the  Pittsburg,  Mc¬ 
Keesport  &  Greenburg  railroad,  from  Trafford 
City  to  Irwin,  and  the  Pittsburg  &  Westmore¬ 
land  railroad,  from  McKeesport  to  Irwin.  Both 
enterprises  are  being  pushed  rapidly,  the  former 
already  having  completed  all  bridge  work  over 
the  right  of  way. 

The  Pittsburg-Buffalo  Co.  has  perfected  plans 
long  under  way  for  the  development  of  its  large 
coal  acreage  in  Washington  county.  Pa.,  and  is 
.ready  for  immediate  operation.  The  general  im¬ 
pression  that  the  product  from  this  territory  wilt 
be  diverted  into  the  coal  channels  exclusively  is 
erroneous,  according  to  the  statement  of  one  of 
the  company  officials,  who  says  that  it  will  be 
operated  purely  as  a  coking  proposition. 

The  details  of  the  consolidation  of  the  in¬ 
terests  of  the  Shoenberger  Coal  Co.  with  those 
of  the  Great  Lake  Coal  Co.,  Hazel  Kirke  Gas 
Coal  Co.,  Pittsburg  &  Connellsville  Coke  Co., 
Pittsburg  &  Westmoreland  Coal  Co.  and  others 
of  the  Greensburg  district  will  be  ready  for  offi¬ 
cial  announcement  the  latter  part  of  this  week. 
Application  for  a  charter  has  been  filed,  and, 
following  the  final  organization,  the  companies 
interested  will  merge  their  Pittsburg  offices  and 
locate  probably  in  the  Diamond  Bank  building. 

Options  on  about  25,000  acres  in  Ohio  county, 
W.  Va.,  including  the  properties  of  the  Elmgrove 
Coal  Co.  and  the  IHorehead  Coal  Co.,  have  been 
closed  by  B.  H.  Rearsall  and  allied  Pittsburg  in¬ 
terests.  The  Elmgrove  property  was  taken  on  an 
option  some  time  ago  at  $500,000  which  was  ex¬ 
tended  a  week  ago  until  September  tenth,  by  a 
cash  payment  approximating  $30,000.  This  prop¬ 
erty  consists  of  4,000  acres  of  coal  land  in  the 
Liberty  and  Triadelphia  fields.  The  Morehead 
interests  recently  took  over  a  tract  of  3,500  acres 
in  the  Washington  (Pa.)  field.  The  opening  of 
new  mines  on  these  holdings  will  be  commenced 
at  an  early  date. 

The  coal  and  allied  trades  will  be  directly  in¬ 
terested  and  affected  by  the  pronounced  activity 
of  the  railroads  in  placing  record-making  orders 
for  new  equipment,  both  in  rails  and  rolling 
stock.  The  talk  in  local  rairoad  circes  this  week 
IS  concerning  the  gigantic  order  placed  by  the 
Pennsylvania  system  for  rails  and  cars.  This 
company  has  consummated  plans  for  the  expendi¬ 
ture  of  $5,000,000  for  steel  rails  for  1906  deliv¬ 
ery  and  contracts  covering  the  greater  portion  of 
these  orders  were  placed  in  Pittsburg  this  week. 
This  is  said  to  be  the  second  largest  order  given 
m  the  company’s  history.  Recent  orders  placed  by 
the  same  company  for  new  rolling  stock  include 
3,400  box  cars,  1,900  steel  underframed  cars, 
9,860  gondolas  and  500  hopper  cars.  The  Phila¬ 
delphia  &  Reading  railroad  also  closed  an  im¬ 
portant  contract  this  week  calling  for  75,000  tons 
of  standard  section  rails. 

V 

The  Central  railway,  of  Georgia,  has  recently 
acquired  from  the  Tunnel  Coal  Co.,  of  St.  Clair 
county,  Ala.,  valuable  coal  property  in  the 
vicinity  of  St.  Clair  county,  in  the  upper  Cahaba 
coal  fields.  A  branch  line  about  ten  miles  in 
length  will  be  constructed  to  Leeds.  Ala.,  to 
afford  an  outlet  for  the-  mines,  which  will  be  de¬ 
veloped  at  once. 


Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  Sept.  1^.— {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Notwithstanding  the  troubles  in 
getting  cars  during  August,  the  detailed  report 
of  the  shipments  out  of  the  New  River  district 
shows  an  increased  tonnage  for  that  month  over 
July.  The  number  of  cars  of  coke  was  about  the 
same  and  the  excess  in  coal  amounted  to  a  little 
over  4,000  tons,  the  total  tonnage  being  434,210 
tons.  ■  * 

The  car  shortage  is  increasing  in  the  New  River 
field.  It  is  because  there  are  greater  demands 
for  cars  than  there  were  a  few  months  ago.  The 
September  tonnage  may  be  larger,  however,  than 
that  in  August,  but  the  increase  will  not  reflect 
the  greater  needs  for  more  cars  to  handle  the 
output  of  the  fourscore  mines  of  that  region. 

The  roads-  running  out  of  New  River,  Kana¬ 
wha  and  Pocahontas  fields  are  taxed  to  their  ap¬ 
parent  capacity,  and  with  the  increased  orders  at 
this  season  very  acute  conditions  may  be  pre¬ 
sented  before  this  month  is  over.  Improvement 
in  the  demand  for  coal  is  evident  all  along  the 
line,  but  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  territory,  which 
includes  the  great  Fairmont  field,  appears  to  have 
more  cause  for  satisfaction,  although  there  are 
no  surplus  cars  at  any  point. 

First  Labor  Trouble  in  State. 

_The_  first  labor  trouble  this  fall  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  is  located  at  Arden,  Taylor  county,  along 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad,  and  is  purely  a 
local  affair.  The  men  at  the  Tygart’s  valley 
mines  are  on  strike.  They  accepted  a  fifteen  per 
cent  reduction  on  July  first,  which,  they  claim, 
was  to  last  only  for  sixty  days,  and  on  the  fail¬ 
ure  of  a  restoration  of  the  old  wages  quit  work. 
There  is  no  disorder  and  the  company  seems 
disposed  to  let  its  mines  be  idle  until  it  is 
deemed  necessary  to  resume  operations. 

Reports  from  Cumberland  indicate  troublesome 
incidents  at  certain  operations  of  the  Consolida¬ 
tion  Coal  Co.  in  Maryland,  not  far  from  the 
West  Virginia  border.  The  miners  there  on 
strike  do  not  take  kindly  to  the  employment  of 
state  deputies  to  guard  the  property  of  the  com¬ 
panies  from  outrages  and  have  held  various 
meetings  and  delivered  a  lot  of  speeches. 

Mother  Jones  has  been  down  in  the  New 
River-Kanawha  section  seeking  to  arouse  union 
sentiment  without  effect,  and  no  other  organizers 
or  agitators  are  likely  to  find  a  fruitful  field  in 
this  state,  as  the  opportunity  for  work  is  the 
paramount  consideration  after  a  year  of  more  or 
less  stagnation. 

The  state  federation  of  labor,  at  its  session  at 


Kansas,  City,  Mo.,  Sept.  14. — {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — -The  mines  in  Missouri,  Kansas, 
Arkansas  and  the  Indian  Teritory,  which  have 
been  closed  all  summer,  are  resuming  operations, 
and  operators  and  dealers  are  preparing  for  a 
heavy  trade  in  bituminous  and  semi-anthracite 
coal  this  fall  and  winter.  A  good  demand  for 
steam  coal  is  already  assured,  and  with  a  normal 
winter  the  domestic  trade  is  sure  to  be  heavy 
in  southwestern  cities  that  are  not  burning  natu¬ 
ral  gas. 

The  car  situation  is  already  receiving  the  at¬ 
tention  of  coal  operators  and  the  railroads,  and 
a  car  famine  within  the  next  sixty  days  is  not  an 
impossibility.  The  railroads  look  for  a  tremen¬ 
dous  business  this  fall._  and  it  is  estimated  that 
the  crop  and  merchandise  traffic  alone  will  keep 
all  of  the  available  cars  and  locomotives  busy. 
But  the  transportation  of  coal  to  the  various  mar¬ 
kets  must  be  provided  for,  or  else  all  lines  of 
business  will  suffer,  so  the  hunt  for  cars  has  al¬ 
ready  begun.  The  western  railroads  are  issuing 
notices  to  employes  that  all  coal  cars  must  be 
emptied  of  their  cargoes  and  be  ready  for  re¬ 
moval  to  the  mines  at  once.  The  movement  of 
coal  has  started,  and  it  is  'desired  to  get  as  much 
fuel  as  possible  to  market  and  in  storage  before 
the  cars  are  in  demand  to  move  the  corn  crop. 

Among  the  idle  Kansas  mines  which  are  re¬ 
suming  operations  are  the  Hamilton  Coal  Co., 


Clarksburg  last  week,  passed  a  resolution  con¬ 
demning  the  present  method  of  appointing  state 
mine  inspectors  by  the  governor  and  suggesting 
the  creation  of  a  state  board  for  this  purpose,  a 
proposition  so  wholly  impractical  and  unneces¬ 
sary  that  it  will  receive  scant  attention,  as  the 
legislature  will  hardly  countenance  a  different 
plan  for  naming  inspectors  from  that  employed 
in  selecting  other  state  executive  officers. 

Important  Coal  Deal  Closed. 

The  most  important  coal  deal  in  the  Wheeling 
district  consummated  for  years  has  been  practical¬ 
ly  concluded.  D.  H.  Rearsall,  of  Pittsburg,  will 
take  over  the  shaft  mine  of  the  Elm  Grove  Min¬ 
ing  Co.  and  4,000  acres,  a  short  distance  from 
this  city.  The  consideration  will  be  about  $250,- 
000.  Mr.  Rearsall  is  the  principal  holder  of 
stock  in  the  Morehead  Coal  Co.,  which  has  6,000 
acres  adjoining,  and  it  is  not  known  whether 
this  tract  will  be  included  in  a  joint  sale  to  other 
parties  or  whether  the  Rearsall  company  will 
operate  the  Elm  Grove  property. 

The  Morehead  company  is  composed  principally 
of  Pennsylvania  capitalists.  Mr.  Rearsall  for¬ 
merly  was  located  at  Brownsville,  Pa.,  and  sold 
out  his  properties  in  Washington  and  Fayette 
counties  to  the  Monongahela  River  (Consolidated 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  Pittsburg.  In  1901  the  More¬ 
head  company  began  to  acquire  lands  in  this 
part  of  West  Virginia  and  across  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  state  line. 

The  Elm  Grove  mine  has  been  well  worked 
for  a  number  of  years,  but  is  in  good  condition. 
None  of  the  land  has  a  river  frontage,  although 
it  is  only  a  few  miles  from  the  Ohio  river,  and 
dependence  must  necessarily  be  on  the  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  railroad,  as  in  the  past.  It  is  quite  likely 
that  the  new  owners  will  equip  the  mine  with 
haulage  and  other  needed  modern  facilities. 

Samuel  Dixon,  the  prominent  New  River  ope¬ 
rator,  has  added  the  Mossy  Coal  Co.  to  his 
string.  This  company  holds  an  undeveloped 
3,000-acre  tract  in  the  New  River  field,  for  which 
an  average  of  $45  an  acre  was  paid. 

Work  will  soon  begin  on  the  erection  of  165 
coke  ovens  for  the  Jed  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  with 
leases  on  Tug  River.  W.  A.  Lathrop,  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  is  president  of  the  company.  He  was 
the  first  superintendent  o'f  the  Pocahontas  Col¬ 
lieries  Co. 

W.  P.  Hurst,  of  Scottdale,  Pa.,  has  bought 
the  property  of  the  Philippi  Coal  Mining  Co.  at 
Philippi,  and  it  is  said  contemplates  installing  a 
number  of  coke  ovens. 


No.  2 ;  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Nos.  18  and  27 ; 
Crowe  Coal  Co.,  No.  7;  Weir  Junction  Coal  Co., 
No.  2;  Mulholland  &  Dickey  Coal  Co.  The 
bituminous  coal  trade  in  Kansas  City  is  fair 
this  week,  with  an  increased  demand  for  domestic 
fuel.  There  has  been  no  change  in  prices  and 
none  is  expected  before  October  first. 

The  conference  between  representatives  of  the 
miners  and  operators  at  Pittsburg,  Kas.,  last 
week  to  settle  the  “pushing”  question  was  ended 
without  an  agreement.  The  matter  will  be  arbi¬ 
trated  in  Kansas  City  this  week  by  a  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  miners  and  W.  C.  Perry,  president 
of  the  Southwestern  Bituminous  Coal  Operators’ 
Association.  The  controversy  caused  no  strike, 
as,  by  virtue  of  the  contract  between  the  miners 
and  operators,  there  was  no  suspension  of  work. 
The  miners  are  pushing  the  coal  while  negotia¬ 
tions  are  on  and  are  keeping  record  of  the  extra 
labor  involved.  The  district  agreement  provides 
that  the  miners  shall  push  the  coal  to  the  “work¬ 
ing  switch.”  The  dispute  is  as  to  where  the 
switch  is  located.  In  some  operations,  which 
were  formerly  single-entry  mines,  the  new  Kan¬ 
sas  law  compelled  the  mining  of  another  parallel 
entry.  The  second  entry  was  not  “brushed” 
and  mules  can  not  pass  along  it.  The  rooms  off 
the  unbrushed  entry  are  a  considerable  distance 
from  the  track  in  the  brushed  entry.  The  miners 
contend  they  should  push  the  coal  only  to  the 
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mouth  of  the  first  entry,  whether  finished  or 

not.  .  ,  1 

'J'he  two  companies  d  rectly  involved  are  the 
Western  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  and  the  Giapman 
Coal  Co.  If  the  coal  companies  win  the  point,  it 
will  save  them  many  thousands  of  dollars. 


ObuK®  Operators  AtlacK  Itaten. 

Two  of  the  leading  operators  of  the  Osage  coal 
district  in  Kansas  have  filed  suit  wiin  the  state 
railroad  board  against  the  Santa  be  and  Mis¬ 
souri  Pacific  railroads,  alleging  that  the  freight 
rates  in  force  are  grossly  discriminative  against 
the  Osage  coal  mines  and  favorable  to  the  Craw¬ 
ford  county  operators.  The  Osage  mines  supply 
a  large  part  of  the  coal  used  in  1  opcka  and  east¬ 
ern  Kansas,  and  the  operators  say  they  can  not 
compete  against  the  Pittsburg,  Kas.,  operators. 

This  new  coal  suit  will  be  carried  on  entmely 
independent  of  the  coal  rate  su  t  filed  by  Carr 
'Taylor,  attorney  for  the  railroad  board.  ay- 
lor’s  suit  is  a  blanket  measure  and  applies  to  all 
the  coal  rates  of  the  state,  while  the  Chappcll- 
lohnson  suit  affects  only  Osage  county. 

'I'he  petition  filed  by  the  Osage  operators  is 
brief  the  principal  section  being  as  follows; 
"Your  petitioners  further  aver  that  the  Osage 
coal  mining  field  is  grossly  di.scriminated  against 
in  the  rates  on  lump  coal  from  said  held  to 
all  stations  within  the  state  of  Kansas;  that  said 
defendants  have  put  into  effect  and  are  mam- 
tain  ng  rates  on  lump  coal  from  what  is  known 
as  the  Pittsburg  coal  mining  district  in  tlie  state 
of  Kansas  to  all  points  in  Kansas  which  are 
much  less  per  ton  for  the  carriage  of  coal  tor 
like  distances  under  similar  conditions  within  the 
state  of  Kansas,  thereby  maintaining  an  unlawtul 
discrimination,  as  aforesaid,  aga  nst  the  said 
Osage  coal  mining  district.”  ,,  ,  ,, 

An  examination  of  the  rate  shows  that 
is  a  general  differential  of  from  ten  to  fifty 
cents  a  ton  against  Osage  coal  on  both  the  Santa 
Fe  and  Missouri  Pacific.  ,  , 

'i'he  Frisco  railroad,  which  is  owned  by  the 
Rock  Island  system,  has  obtained  the  contract  to 
furnish  coal  from  the  Indian  Territory  fields  to 
the  Southern  Pacific  railway.  This  contract  has 
been  held  by  the  Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas  rail¬ 
way  which  has  just  completed  its  back  contracts 
for  coal.  This  coal  has  been  delivered  at  nem- 
son,  Tex.,  but  in  the  future  will  be  delivered  at 
both  Denison  and  Sherman.  The  change  is  the 
result  of  a  fight  between  the  “Katy  and  the 
Frisco-Rock  Island  combination,  which  came  nfto 
the  coal  fields  a  year  ago.  The  combination  ob- 
tained  the  greater  part  of  the  coal  business  ot 
I'exas  by  means  of  reducing  the  price  of  fuel, 
wh'ch  was  practically  a  cut  in  the  rate. 

Income  from  Devlin  Mines. 


An  investigation  of  the  affairs  of  C.  J.  Devlin, 
the  bankrupt  millionaire  coal  operator,  shows 
that  the  net  income  from  the  Devlin  mines  at 
Toluca,  Ill.,  has  been  about  $100,000  a  year.  Ko 
figures  have  been  received  on  the  income  from 
the  other  Devlin  mines.  Mr.  Devlin  was  quoted 
soon  after  his  failure  as  saying  that  if  he  was 
given  charge  of  the  Toluca  mines  alone  he  could 
soon  pay  off  his  indebtedness. 

The  Atchison  Coal  &  Mining  company  is  the 
only  coal  company  in  Kansas  which  has  declared 
for  the  ‘‘open  shop.”  It  has  failed  to  reach  a 
wage  agreement  with  the  miners’  union  and  has 
issued  the  following  notice :  ‘‘The  Atchison  Coal 
&  Mining  Co.  having  exhausted  all  efforts  to  make 
reasonable  terms  with  the  miners’  union  for  the 
operation  of  the  mine,  at  a  meeting  of  the  direc¬ 
tors  this  day  held  at  the  office  of  the  company 
it  was  decided  to  at  once  reopen  the  mine  and 
operate  it  in  the  future  under  its  own  rules  and 
regulations,  and  upon  a  schedule  of  wages  to  be 
prescribed  by  the  company.  All  persons  desiring 
employment  in  the  mine  will  make  app.ication  to 
the  superintendent,  who  has  full  authority  in  the 
premises.” 

The  city  hall  of  Kansas  City,  which  has  been 
burning  fuel  o'l  under  the  boilers,  had  to  go  back 
to  coal,  temporarily  at  least,  last  week.  The 
weather  became  a  little  cool  and  the  oil  congealed 
in  the  storage  tanks  and  the  pipes.  It  was  dis¬ 
covered  that  to  have  the  oil  at  the  right  consis¬ 
tency  to  flow  and  burn  it  must  be  kept  warm. 
A  fire  will  have  to  be  kept  under  the  storage 
tanks  this  fall  and  winter. 

The  fire  insurance  companies  are  afraid  of 
fuel  oil  fires  and  threaten  to  cancel  the  policies 
of  consumers  unless  the  oil  is  kept  in  fireproof 
receptacles. 


The  St.  Louis  Coal  Market. 

St.  Djuis,  Mo,,  Sept.  14. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — 'Hie  market  is  in  much  the  same 
condition  as  it  was  last  week,  though  there  seems 
to  be  a  decided  change  for  the  better  in  the  out¬ 
look.  Orders  are  reported  to  be  coming  in  a 
little  better  than  usual  and  tlrngs  are  beginning 
to  wear  a  more  cheerful  aspect.  There  is  not 
much  of  a  market  for  free  coal  here  at  present, 
but  the  market  is  not  flooded,  as  has  been  the 
case  in  the  past  few  months,  the  consequence 
being  that  better  prices  are  obtainable,  '1  here 
is  an  over-production  in  the  Idinois  field,  and 
as  St.  Louis  is  the  principal  market  for  these 
coals,  this  condition  affects  the  trade  here  more 
or  less.  .Most  of  the  steam  coal  coming  in  is 
under  contract,  therefore  little  can  be  said  of  the 
conditions  existing  in  that  branch  of  the  in¬ 
dustry.  Good  shaker  screened  lump  can  be  had 
at  $l,10(ft$1.85  East  St.  Louis.  Screenings  are 
selling  at  40@5()  cents. 

The  retail  market  is  brightening  up  and  the 
volume  of  orders  is  increasing.  Conditions  ex¬ 
isting  here  during  the  summer  were  peculiar. 
Most  of  the  people  either  were  going  to  move 
or  were  away  from  the  city.  Those  who  were 
away,  however,  have  returned  and  are  now  look¬ 
ing  after  their  fuel  requirements.  Shipments  are 
reported  to  be  good  by  most  of  the  large  dis¬ 
tributers  and  also  are  of  a  very  good  quality. 
Dealers  are  making  much  effort .  to  dispose  of 
bituminous  coal  to  the  domestic  trade,  for  the 
reason  that  the  household  consumption  of  this 
product  is  rapidly  disappearing,  the  local  gas 
company  having  diverted  it.  Prices  remain  the 
same  as  last  week,  namely,  $3..50@$:i.r)0  per 
ton  delivered. 

Pennsylvania  Anthracite  Fairly  Active. 

The  Pennsylvania  anthracite  market  is  in  about 
the  same  condition  as  last  week,  shipments  be¬ 
ing  good,  with  a  fair  demand  for  the  product. 
Prices  remain  the  same  as  last  week,  $8.15@$8.40 
per  ton  delivered.  Arkansas  anthracite  contin¬ 
ues  to  be  in  good  demand.  Prices  range  at  $7.10 
@$7.30  per  ton  delivered.  The  dealers  who  are 
dfstributing  Arkansas  semi-anthracite  report  very 
good  sales  and  an  increasing  demand.  This  coal 
is  similar  in  quality  to  Pocahontas  and  New  River, 
and  if  it  can  be  introduced  will  prove  a  success. 
Prices  on  this  coal  range  at  $6.00@$6.25  per  ton 
delivered. 

It  has  been  semi-officialiy  announced  that  the 
Burlington  will  extend  its  southern  Illinois  lines 
through  Franklin,  Perry,  Washington  and  St. 
Clair  counties,  'fhe  road  will  connect  with  the 
St.  Louis  &  O’Fallon  at  Belleville,  which  is  to 
be  extended  to  that  point. 

Within  the  past  few  days  options  have  been 
taken  on  20,000  acres  of  coal  rights  lying  in  what 
is  known  as  the  Big  Muddy  and  Carterville  veins, 
located  east  and  northeast  of  Du  Quoin.  It  is 
understood  that  the  Burlington  road  has  this 
coal  area  under  option. 


The  Hocking  Coal  Trade. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  Sept.  14. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  coal  output  of  the  Hocking  val¬ 
ley  is  now  limited  only  by  the  ability  of  the 
railroads  to  handle  it.  This  prosperous  state 
of  affairs  is  expected  to  continue  up  until  the 
close  of  navi,gation.  From  1,000  to  1,500  cars  a 
day  are  going  out  of  the  valley,  and  it  is  esti¬ 
mated  that  fifty  per  cent  more  cars  could  be  used 
to  take  care  of  the  present  demand  if  they  were 
available.  The  Sunday  Creek  Co.,  since  the  re¬ 
cent  merger,  made  it  one  of  the  largest  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  corporations  in  the  United  States, 
alone  controls  mines  that  could  produce  700  to 
1,000  cars  a  day,  but  a  number  of  these  will 
remain  idle,  not  through  lack  of  business,  but 
because  of  the  limitations  of  the  railroads. 

Domestic  coal  is  unusually  active,  even  for  this 
time  of  year,  and  being  a  more  profitable  fuel 
to  produce,  has  a  tendency  to  detract  from  the 
lake  business.  This  may  have  the  effect  of 
causing  a  decreased  supply  of  Hocking  coal  on 
the  northwest  docks  when  the  transportation  sea¬ 
son  closes.  Prices  remain  firm  at  $1.35,  and  no 
contracts  are  being  taken  at  this  figure.  It 
has  been  unofficially  announced  that  the  Sunday 
Creek  Co.,  whose  prices  control  the  market  here, 
will  make  a  further  advance  on  October  first. 
Sixty  days  ago  coal  was  selling  for  as  low  as 


$1.00.  Dealers  who  have  been  tardy  in  putting 
in  stocks  are  making  a  rush  to  have  orders  filled 
at  the  present  quotations. 

Encouraging  reports  are  received  from  all  Ohio 
coal  districts,  as  well  as  from  West  Virginia 
interests  represented  here.  The  retail  demand  is 
firm  at  $3.00  for  domestic  lump. 

Some  developments  are  promised  in  the  near 
future  with  respect  to  the  organization  of  one 
or  two  important  corporations.  The  latter  are 
being  engineered  by  several  aggressive  officials 
who  have  suffered  the  loss  of  lucrative  positions 
through  recent  merging  operations.  It  is  be¬ 
lieved  that  the  present  activity  of  the  coal  tr*de 
will  have  the  effect  of  attracting  the  necessary 
backing  from  eastern  financial  circles. 

JfoteB  from  the  Field. 

President  Kachelmacher,  of  the  Columbus  & 
Hocking  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  has  returned  from  a 
business  trip  to  New  York. 

The  large  machine  mine  of  the  iMcLeish  Coal 
Mining  Co.  at  Oakdale,  Ohio,  on  the  Z.  &  W. 
railway,  is  about  to  go  into  operation. 

Wm.  McKnight,  formerly  with  Eugene  Gay  & 
Co.,  brokers,  has  accepted  a  position  with  the 
Eagle  Coal  Co.  as  traveling  salesman. 

Oil  has  been  struck  on  the  lands  of  the  Co¬ 
lumbus  &  Hocking  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  and  prepara¬ 
tions  are  being  made  for  extensive  prospecting. 

The  New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  is  loading  from 
125  to  140  cars  a  day,  something  like  a  third 
of  its  natural  output  being  held  back  on  account 
of  the  car  shortage. 

During  the  past  week  death  has  removed  two 
prominent  figures  from  local  coal  circles.  Zeph 
Williams,  vice-president  and  secretary  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Hocking  Fuel  Co.,  was  buried  on  Sunday 
last,  having  died  from  the  effects  of  an  operation 
for  liver  ' trouble.  He  and  .Alfred  Brenholtz. 
president  of  the  company,  had  been  associated  to¬ 
gether  in  the  coal  business  for  the  past  twenty- 
two  years.  On  Saturday  last  Robert  Hazeltine, 
formerly  chief  mine  inspector  of  Ohio,  which 
position  he  held  for  a  period  of  ten  years  or 
more,  dropped  dead  in  Yellowstone  Park,  Mont., 
whither  he  had  gone  for  his  health. 


llpck  Island  Withdraws  Rates. 

Announcement  is  made  this  week  that  the  Rock 
Island  system  will  withdraw  through  rates  on 
bituminous  coal  from  dock  points  on  Lakes 
Michigan  and  Superior,  beginning  October  first. 
After  that  date  shipments  of  bituminous  coal  to 
points  on  this  railroad  will  be  at  a  rate  which 
is  the  sum  of  two  locals,  the  rate  of  the  originat¬ 
ing  road  to  the  junction  point  and  the  local  rate 
from  the  junction  point  to  destination  over  the 
Rock  Island  system.  Through  rates  on  anthra¬ 
cite  coal  will  continue  as  in  the  past. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Rock  Island  was  re¬ 
luctant  to  withdraw  through  rates  on  dock  coal, 
but  was  forced  into  this  position  owing  to  the 
withdrawal  of  through  rates  by  the  Chicago  & 
Northwestern  and  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  & 
St.  Paul  on  coal  originating  on  the  Rock  Island 
family  group  of  lines.  The  latter  withdrew  the 
through  rates  on  July  twentieth  and  have  not  re¬ 
established  them,  requiring  shippers  to  pay  the 
sum  of  two  locals  on  coal  originating  all-rail  in 
Illinois  and  Indiana  and  destined  for  the  north¬ 
west. 

The  withdrawal  of  rates  by  the  Chicago  & 
Northwestern  and  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul,  it  was  claimed,  was  for  the  benefit  of  the 
dock  interests.  The  withdrawal  of  through  rates 
on  the  Rock  Island  from  dock  points,  it  is 
claimed,  will  benefit  the  all-rail  shippers  in  the 
two  states  mentioned.  I'he  result  of  this  inter¬ 
esting  fight  will  be  watched  with  considerable 
interest  by  all  western  coal  men. 

'I'he  Rock  Island  system  is  said  to  have  a  large 
mileage  in  Iowa — the  largest  of  any  railroad,  in 
fact,  in  that  state.  Territory  contiguous  to  this 
trackage,  except  at  competing  points  with  other 
railroads,  will^  be  largely  supplied  with  Illinois 
and  Indiana  bituminous  coals  under  the  new  ar¬ 
rangement.  The  others  roads,  it  is  claimed,  are 
planning  another  move  in  the  game  of  retaliation 
which  seems  to  be  going  on.  but  have  not  yet  in¬ 
dicated  what  their  later  action  may  be.  .As  the 
matter  now  stands,  it  is  not  evident  how  the  pres¬ 
ent  situation  can  be  changed  materially. 
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Western  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


W.  H.  Treddy  is  a  new  dealer  at  Scott,  Oliio, 
who  has  bought  out  the  retail  business  of  George 
G.  Dougal. 

H.  C.  Booth,  treasurer  of  the  Illinois  Third 
Vein  Coal  Co.,  Ladd,  Ill.,  was  in  Chicago  the 
latter  part  of  last  week  on  business. 

F.  W.  Niederlander,  sales  agent  of  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Coal  Co.,  with  headquarters  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  was  in  Chicago  during  the  week. 

Walter  S.  Bogle,  president  of  the  Crescent  Coal 
&  Mining  Co.,  Plymouth  building,  Chicago,  is  in 
New  York  city  on  matters  of  business. 

R.  W.  Durham,  secretary  of  the  Covey-Dur- 
ham  Coal  Co.,  Plymouth  building,  Chicago,  is 
at  Kankakee,  Ill.,  his  old  home,  for  a  few  days 
this  week. 

G.  H.  Merryweather,  of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co., 
Inc.,  The  Rookery,  Chicago,  returned  the  early 
part  of  the  week  from  a  business  trip  to  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  Ohio. 

Charles  J.  Thompson,  who  formerly  repre¬ 
sented  the  Hendrick  Manufacturing  Co.,  Car- 
bondale.  Pa.,  as  manager  of  its  New  York  office, 
is  no  longer  connected  with  the  company. 

J.  B.  Habenstreit,  -formerly  with  the  Consoli¬ 
dated  Coal  Co.,  of  St.  Lou’s,  has  been  appointed 
general  superintendent  of  the  mines  of  the  Zeig- 
ler  Coal  Co.,  with  headquarters  at  Zeigler,  Ill. 

Harry  E.  Morton,  manager  of  the  Boone  Gas 
Co.,  Boone,  Iowa,  was  in  Chicago  during  the 
week  looking  up  the  market  situation  on  coke 
and  incidentally  placing  orders  for  a  number  of 
cars. 

M.  A.  Patterson,  assistant  general  freight 
agent  of  the  Rock  Island  system,  in  charge  of 
the  coal  and  lumber  traffic,  is  taking  his  annual 
vacation  and  will  be  absent  from  the  city  for 
another  week. 

Warren  R.  Roberts,  president  of  the  Roberts- 
Schaeffer  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago;  is 
swinging  around  the  circle  on  a  business  trip  to 
Missouri,  Kansas,  Colorado,  Indian  Territory 
and  Arkansas. 

J.  C.  Kolsem,  general  manager  of  the  Jackson 
Hill  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Terre  Haute,  and  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Indiana  Bituminous  Coal  Operators’ 
Association,  was  in  Chicago  during  the  week  on 
a  business  trip. 

A.  M.  Merryweather,  of  the  Brown  Hoist  Ma¬ 
chinery  Co.,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  is  in  Chicago  for 
a  few  days  as  the  guest  of  his  father,  George 
Merryweather,  and  his  brother,  G.  H.  Merry¬ 
weather,  of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc. 

William  A.  Leigh,  sales  agent  in  Chicago  for 
the  Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Marquette  building,  is 
taking  his  annual  vacation  in  Minnesota,  where 
he  is  visiting  relatives  and  incidentally  doing  a 
little  hunting  and  fishing  to  while  away  the 
time. 

George  F.  Stahmer,  car  clerk  for  Coxe  Bros. 
&  Co.,  Inc.,  The  Rookery,  Chicago,  was  married 
last  Wednesday  to  Miss  Ella  Caspers,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Augustus  Stahmers.  The  cere¬ 
mony  took  place  at  the  residence  of  the  bride’s 
parents. 

Sidney  P.  Hostler,  president  of  the  Hostler 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Ellsworth  building,  Chicago, 
accompanied  by  Mrs.  Hostler,  returned  on  Sun¬ 
day  from  a  brief  vacation  trip  to  Sault  Ste.  Marie 
and  vicinity.  Mr.  Hostler  enjoyed  the  outing 
which  made  him  look  five  years  younger. 

De  Eorest  Pomeroy,  general  sales  agent  of  the 
De  Camp  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony  build¬ 
ing,  Chicago,  has  been  confined  to  his  home  for 
several  weeks  with  a  severe  attack  of  inflamma¬ 
tory  rheumatism,  but  is  gradually  recovering  and 
expects  to  be  out  the  early  part  of  next  week. 

S.  M.  Dalzell,  general  manager  of  the  Spring 
Valley  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Qiicago, 
and  M.  H.  Taylor,  identified  with  large  coal  in¬ 
terests  in  western  Pennsylvania,  with  his  home 
at  Erie,  left  the  latter  part  of  last  week  for 
State  Line,  Wis.,  where  they  will  spend  the 
next  ten  days  in  a  fishing  expedition.  Both  of 


them  are  ardent  disciples  of  Izaak  Walton  and 
given  favorable  conditions  they  generally  w;n 
new  honors  on  such  occasions. 

The  Ohio  Coal  Co.,  373  Robert  street,  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  has  sent  out  the  following  announcement 
to  its  friends  in  the  coal  trade :  “We  are  pleased 
to  announce  to  the  many  friends  of  .Andrew  1). 
Swanstrom  and  our  patrons  in  'this  city  that  he 
has  accepted  the  position  of  city  agent  for  this 
company  in  St.  Paul.” 

N.  L.  Kraatz,  treasurer  of  the  Covey-Durham 
Coal  Co.,  Plymouth  building,  Chicago,  has  been 
seriously  ill  at  Joliet  for  the  past  two  weeks  with 
a  severe  attack  of  appendicitis.  At  present  Mr. 
Kraatz  is  making  progress  toward  recovery,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  he  may  be  able  to  return  to  his 
duties  the  early  part  of  next  week. 

Norman  S.  Birkland,  secretary  of  the  Crescent 
Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Plymouth  building,  Chicago, 
and  L.  Shoecraft,  a  well  known  retail  coal  dealer 
at  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  are  in  Nebraska  this 
week  on  a  chicken-hunting  trip.  Both  are  ardent 
sportsmen  and  it  is  expected  they  will  return 
with  both  chickens  and  glory  to  their  credit. 

H.  C.  Ochterbeck,  of  the  De  Camp  Fuel  Co., 
St.  Louis.  Mo.,  and  the  De  Camp  Coal  &  Min¬ 
ing  Co.,  Staunton,  HI.,  was  in  Chicago  this  week. 
Mr.  Ochterbeck  reports  that  the  retail  coal  busi¬ 
ness  in  St.  Louis  is  showing  some  improvement, 
but  that  mine  prices  are  still  too  low.  He  is 
optimistic  concerning  the  future,  however,  and 
believes  that  the  outlook  is  much  more  encourag¬ 
ing  than  it  was  thirty  days  ago. 

L.  M.  Hammond,  president  of  the  L.  M.  Ham¬ 
mond  Coal  Co.,  Plymouth  building,  Chicago, 
left  Sunday  night  on  a  business  trip  to  Charles¬ 
ton,  W.  Va.,  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  Morgan 
county,  Ky.  He  will  be  absent  from  the  city 
about  ten  days.  Mr.  Hammond  recently  was 
operated  on  twice  for  eye  trouble,  and  while  he 
has  not  completely  recovered  his  sight  it  is  so 
much  improved  that  he  felt  that  he  could  make 
his  way  on  the  trip  alone. 

Capt.  T.  A.  Lemmon,  of  the  Chicago,  Wilming¬ 
ton  &  Vermillion  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  building, 
Chicago,  has  returned  from  attending  the  national 
encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  at  Denver,  Colo. 
Captain  Lemmon  reports  that  he  had  a  delight¬ 
ful  time  at  the  reunion  this  year  and  that  Den¬ 
ver  covered  itself  with  glory  in  providing  enter¬ 
tainment  for  the  old  soldiers.  'With  Mrs.  Lem¬ 
mon  he  took  many  side  trips  to  points  in  the 
mountains  contiguous  to  the  convention  city. 

The  American  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  been  or¬ 
ganized  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  with  offices  at  1017 
and  1018  Union  Trust  building,  to  engage  in  the 
wholesale  coal  and  coke  trade.  The  company 
will  do  business  in  Michigan,  Ohio,  Indiana  and 
Canadian  territory.  The  offices  will  be  in  charge 
of  F.  A.  Robertson,  general  manager,  who  was 
formerly  assistant  treasurer  of  the  Ohio  &  Michi¬ 
gan  Coal  Co.  M.  W.  Schlueter,  who  has  become 
well  known  to  the  trade  during  the  past  two 
years  as  the  Michigan  representative  of  the  Ohio 
&  Michigan  Coal  Co.,  will  be  the  general  sales 
agent. 

The  Miami  Coal  Co.  has  nearly  completed  the 
installation  of  a  Link-belt  conveyor  at  its  mod¬ 
ern  yard  at  the  north  branch  and  North  avenue, 
Chicago.  This  conveyor  will  materially  increase 
the  capacity  of  the  yard.  Coal  will  be  taken 
from  cars  to  the  loading  hoppers,  thus  facilitat¬ 
ing  the  work  of  loading  wagons,  and  it  also  can 
be  used  in  conveying  the  coal  from  cars  to  the 
stock  piles,  all  of  whxh  are  under  cover.  It  is 
anticipated  that  the  storage  capacity  of  the  yard 
will  be  increased  2.7,000  tons  as  a  result.  The 
installation  of  the  conveyor  represents  an  expen¬ 
diture  of  $10,000. 

C.  K.  Pittman,  the  well  known  shipper  of  coal 
and  coke,  who  retired  from  business  in  Chicago 
the  early  part  of  July,  returned  last  week  from 
a  trip  to  Colorado  points,  where  he  was  accom¬ 
panied  by  Mrs.  Pittman.  The  tri])  was  largely 
one  of  recreation  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  mountain 
air.  'I'emporarily  Mr.  Pittman  has  opened  an 
office  on  the  third  floor  of  the  Old  Colony  build¬ 


ing,  where  he  is  looking  after  some  of  his  in¬ 
terests.  It  is  not  his  intention  to  remain  long 
in  Chicago  at  this  time.  He  will  shortly  leave 
on  an  eastern  trip,  and,  following  his  return  to 
Chicago,  may  go  to  Colorado  on  a  hunting  trip 
of  several  weeks’  duration. 

John  H.  Brown,  of  E.  L.  lledstrom  &  Co., 
Marquette  building,  Chicago,  is  recovering  from 
a  severe  attack  of  illness,  but  probably  will  l)e 
obliged  to  go  away  on  a  somewhat  lengthy  vaca¬ 
tion  before  he  is  again  able  to  assume  his  duties. 
Mr.  Brown  worked  very  hard  during  the  sum¬ 
mer,  and  it  is  thought  overwork  brought  on 
nervous  disorders  which  nearly  resulted  in  his 
complete  prostration,  h'or  several  days  his  con¬ 
dition  was  regarded  as  critical  by  immediate 
members  of  the  family,  but  he  is  now  on  the  road 
to  recovery.  Mr.  Brown  is  one  of  the  prominent 
coal  men  of  Chicago  and  the  news  of  his  com¬ 
plete  convalescence  will  be  received  with  satis¬ 
faction  by  a  large  circle  of  friends. 

Reports  from  Duluth  indicate  that  the  demand 
for  dock  coal  is  increasing  and  that  a  fairly  large 
movement  is  now  under  way  which  will  be  con¬ 
siderably  increased  before  the  end  of  the  month. 
The  total  tonnage  thus  far  received  at  Dulutli 
and  Superior  docks  is  believed  to  be  as  heavy 
as  last  year,  although  the  shipments  have  been 
less.  This  has  resulted  in  filling  up  the  docks, 
and  until  there  is  a  movement  to  consumers  it  is 
not  expected  that  receipts  will  be  very  heavy. 
In  fact,  during  the  past  fortnight  they  were 
lighter  than  normal,  owing  to  the  crowded  con¬ 
dition  of  the  docks.  As  soon  as  threshing  is 
over  in  the  northwest  a  much  better  demand  for 
coal  is  expected  from  interior  points. 

The  Zeigler  Coal  Co.,  with  general  offices  at 
81  South  Clark  .street,  Chicago,  is  gradually  in¬ 
creasing  its  tonnage  and  is  encountering  no 
trouble  whatever  in  securing  all  the  miners  neces- 
.sary  for  the  complete  operation  of  its  plant  at 
Zeigler,  lil.  'I'his  company  recently  has  in¬ 
stalled  modern  shaker  screens  and  is  making  the 
different  sizes  of  coal  demanded  by  the  dome.stic 
trade.  Zeigler  coal  is  rapidly  gaining  a  foothold 
in  Chicago  and  the  west,  and  the  care  exercised 
in  its  preparation  will  make  it  more  popular  as 
it  becomes  better  known  to  the  trade.  The 
mines  are  located  on  the  Illinois  Central  and 
Missouri  Pacific  railroads.  The  Chicago,  Bur¬ 
lington  &  Quincy  is  also  building  into  Zeigler 
and  expects  to  be  transporting  coal  from  these 
mines  by  December  first. 

A  large  party  of  sales  agents,  representing  the 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  throughout  the  northwest, 
visited  Duluth  the  latter  part  of  last  week  for 
the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  docks.  The  day  was 
spent  in  Duluth  harbor  visiting  the  six  docks  of 
the  company  and  the  properties  of  some  of  the, 
other  companies,  the  party  being  in  charge  of' 
James  A.  Ferguson,  vice-president  of  the  Pioneer 
Fuel  Co.,  of  M  nneapolis.  The  sales  agents  con¬ 
stituting  the  party  were  as  follows:  George  M. 
Space.  T.  J.  Gadbois,  V.  Womack.  R.  W.  Prin- 
dell,  K.  D.  Byington,  W.  R.  Rathbun,  D.  R. 
Smith,  George  F.  Backus,  Fred  A.  Stewart,  R. 
Fiewles,  E.  W.  Long,  W.  H.  Jacus,  C.  B.  Cox 
and  H.  W.  Shadle.  Most  of  the  sales  agents 
are  connected  with  companies  located  in  Minne¬ 
apolis  and  St.  Paul  which  are  affiliated  with  the 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co. 

Many  friends  in  the  coal  trade  have  expressed 
their  sorrow  to  John  T.  Connery  and  Mrs.  Con¬ 
nery  following  the  death  of  their  youngest  child. 
Bernadette  R.  Connery,  last  Fr'day.  Tlie  little 
one  was  stricken  a  week  ago  Sunday.  John  T. 
Connery  was  in  New  York  at  the  time  and  was 
summoned  by  long  distance  telephone,  starting 
for  the  west  that  night  and  arriving  in  Chicago 
Tuesday  morning.  Wednesday  and  Thursday  it 
was  thought  that  an  improvement  had  occurred 
in  the  condition  of  the  little  one,  but  death  came 
very  suddenly  h'riday  forenoon.  Tlie  funeral 
was  he'd  Sunday  afternoon  at  the  home  of  the 
parents,  21.")0  Sher’dan  roatl.  ’Die  floral  offer¬ 
ings  from  friends  of  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Connery  in 
the  coal  trade  and  otlier  walks  of  life  were  nu¬ 
merous  and  testified  to  the  deep  .sorrow  felt  for 
them  in  the  time  of  their  great  bereavement.  In¬ 
terment  was  at  Calvary  cemetery. 
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If  there  were  no  coal,  iron  ore  would  not  amount  to  much  as  a  factor  in  our 
modern  civilization. 

No,  Adelaide,  the  word  baron  as  applied  to  coal  people  did  not  have  , 
its  derivation  from  Baer.  That  is  one  sin  for  which,  we  can  assure  you, 
the  worthy  president  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  is  not  responsible. 

Great  Scott,  they  are  wasteful  down  in  New  York.  The  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology  has  been  analyzing  the  bituminous  coal  ashes  of  that 
city  and  has  discovered  that  they  contain  11.98  per  cent  of  coal.  Such  a  state 
of  affairs  never  could  exist  in  New  England. 

The  New  York  American  says  there  may  be  a  strike  in  the  anthracite 
mines  because  of  employment  of  child  labor.  John  Mitchell  intimates  there 
may  be  trouble  to  secure  recognition  of  the  union  and  an  eight-hour  day. 
Which  is  right?  A  prize  will  be  offered  for  the  proper  solution  of  this 
problem. 


Tbe  Indiana  Coal  Operators’  Association 

President,  J.  C.  Kolsem,  Terre  Haute,  Ind. ;  Vice-President,  Hugh  Shirkie, 
Terre  Haute,  Ind.;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Philip  Penna,  Terre  Haute, 
Ind.;  Executive  Committee,  F.  J.  Urban,  Hugh  Shirkie,  J.  Smith  Talley, 
William  Zeller,  J.  K.  Seifert,  M.  J.  Gould,  Job  Freeman,  C.  C.  Martin 
and  David  Ingle. 


Tlie  Iowa  Coal  Operators’  Association 

President,  C.  H.  Morris,  Des  Moines,  Iowa ;  Vice-President,  T.  J.  Phillips, 
Ottumwa,  Iowa;  Secretary,  John  P.  Reese,  Albia,  Iowa;  Treasurer,  E.  C. 
Smith,  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  Commissioner,  John  P.  Reese,  Albia,  Iowa. 


Tlie  PBlladelpliia  Coal  Exchange 

President,  James  Walker;  Vice-President,  Geo.  W.  Edmonds ;•  Secretary, 
Charles  K.  Scull;  Treasurer,  James  M.  Kelley. 


Tlie  Black.  Diamond  Club,  Soutb.  Bend,  Ind. 

President,  Walter  C.  Miller;  Vice-President,  C.  J.  Gaskill;  Secretary,  D.  R. 
Lontz;  Treasurer,  Lewis  Kanouse. 
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ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO 

The  Black  Diamond  Company  (Inc.) 


Main  Office . 1150-1155  Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago 

Long  Distance  Telephone  1324  Harrison;  Automatic,  7424. 

Eastern  Office . 29  Broadway,  New  York 

Cincinnati  Office . 1420-1421  Union  Trust  Building,  Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Telephone  Main  252. 

Pittsburg  Office  . 1106  Diamond  Bank  Building,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
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Football  talk  is  in  the  air.  This  is  a  sure  sign  of  coal  weather. 

An  eastern  exchange  devotes  an  article  to  millionaire  coal  operators. 
The  article  is  short. 

Now,  A  French  chemist  has  discovered  that  coal  was  formed  through 
the  action  of  microbes  on  vegetable  matter.  Boil  your  coal  before  burn¬ 
ing  it!  ' 

They  have  discovered  coal  in  the  Philippine  Islands.  Wait  till  Boston 
hears  about  it.  That  city  will  advocate  its  importation  for  the  purpose  of 
fighting  the  “coal  trust.” 

“Iron  ore  is  king  and  coal  is  queen,”  says  an  Alabama  newspaper.  While 
we  concede  that  both  belong  to  the  royal  family,  our  understanding  of  the 
subject  would  indicate  that  this  editor  has  made  a  mistake  in  the  sexes  and 
that  the  reverse  is  true,  coal  being  king  and  iron  ore  queen.  Coal  has  about 
all  the  kingly  attributes,  inasmuch  as  it  is  the  larger  and  more  important. 


Our  J^^euj  Pittsburg  Office. 

The  coal  and  allied  industries  form  the  most  important  vertebra  of  the 
backbone  of  Pittsburg’s  commercial  and  industrial  strength.  In  recognition 
of  this  condition  and  of  the  general  importance  of  the  western  Pennsylvania 
field  in  relation  to  the  coal  business  of  the  entire  country.  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond  has  established  a  branch  office  in  the  midst  of  these  activities  and 
hereafter  will  be  actively  represented  by  a  man  on  the  ground.  The  Pittsburg 
office  of  The  Black  Diamond  is  located  in  the  Diamond  Bank  building, 
corner  Fifth  avenue  and  Liberty  street. 

Pittsburg  is  one  of  the  most  important  coal  centers  in  the  world.  In  the 
future  it  is  the  intention  of  The  Black  Diamond  to  furnish  its  readers  with 
news,  information  and  market  reports  from  that  center  as  complete  as  those 
in  connection  with  the  Chicago,  New  York  or  Cincinnati  trade,  which  will 
be  the  most  fulsome  recognition  that  can  be  accorded  to  the  importance  of 
the  coal  mining  industry  at  Pittsburg. 

Lethargy  in  Buying  Coal. 

There  is  much  complaint  on  the  part  of  retail  coal  dealers  as  to  the 
prevailing  lethargy  on  the  part  of  consumers  in  taking  in  coal  for  the 
autumnal  and  winter  requirements.  This  applies  more  particularly  to  house¬ 
holders  and  domestic  consumers  than  to  those  who  buy  for  steam  needs, 
although  all  manufacturers  are  not  overstocked  with  fuel.  In  connection  with 
the  anthracite  industry  throughout  the  great  consuming  territory  in  the 
north,  it  is  claimed  that  dealers’  bins  are  well  stocked  and  that  they  are  un¬ 
able  to  take  in  additional  tonnage  at  this  time,  because  they  can  not  induce 
their  customers  to  place  orders.  It  is  thought  that  these  conditions  will  be 
rectified  as  soon  as  there  is  frost  in  the  air  and  coal  is  necessary,  but  then 
it  may  be  too  late.  The  car  shortage  ma}'  be  such  a  factor  by  that  time 
that  the  movement  of  coal  will  be  considerably  restricted.  Many  wide¬ 
awake  and  aggressive  coal  dealers  realize  that  the  transportation  situation 
is  the  most  important  feature  of  the  market  now  staring  them  in  the  face. 
They  would  take  in  additional  coal  if  they  had  storage  facilities.  But  if  the 
consumer  will  not  buy  and  dealers’  bins  are  filled  to  bursting,  their  hands 
are  tied. 

There  seems  to  be  little  doubt  but  what  these  conditions  prevail.  How 
can  they  be  counteracted  so  that  consumers  will  be  brought  to  a  realizing 
sense  of  the  situation?  The  present  lethargy  is  hard  to  explain.  With  the 
possibility  of  an  anthracite  strike  next  spring,  it  seems  reasonable  to  sup¬ 
pose  that  householders  should  take  more  interest  in  the  subject  of  fuel. 
The  trouble  is  that  there  are  so  many  reports  of  strikes  in  the  coal  fields  and 
so  few  materialize,  consumers  do  not  pay  as  much  attention  to  them  as  they 
did.  The  retail  dealer  having  the  confidence  of  his  customers,  if  he  be¬ 
lieves  there  will  be  a  strike,  can  influence  them  to  buy  coal  through  per¬ 
sonal  contact  and  by  calling  attention  to  the  gravity  of  the  situation  in  his 
advertising  matter  and  in  the  local  newspapers.  Few  retailers  who  have  an 
honorable  business  record  realize  their  influence  in  a  community-.  They  have 
the  confidence  of  the  public  more  than  any  one  else,  and  by  the  use  and  not 
the  abuse  of  this  confidence  can  influence  sales  of  coal  at  times  when  it  is 
necessary  to  move  it  from  the  yards. 

Reference  also  can  be  made  by  dealers,  in  talking  over  the  situation  with 
their  customers,  to  the  gravity  of  the  transportation  situation.  It  is  esti¬ 
mated  that  it  will  require  1,500,000  railroad  cars  to  move  western  crops  this 
year  and  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  obtain  the  requisite  facilities.  If  the 
crops  alone  were  to  be  moved,  the  equipment  undoubtedly  would  be  avail¬ 
able,  but  an  immense  number  of  freight  cars  will  also  be  required  to  move 
the  other  products — ^lumber,  coal,  livestock,  manufactured  goods,  merchandise. 
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and  everything  else  which  constitutes  the  great  freight  tonnage  hauled  by 
railroad  companies.  The  immense  demands  to  be  made  upon  railroad  com¬ 
panies  can  not  and  will^not  be  met.  Low  grade  freight  will  suffer  in  con¬ 
sequence.  Coal  is  a  low  grade  freight.  It  will  be  weeks  in  getting  through 
from  mines  to  destination ;  the  mines  can  not  work  on  full  time,  because  cars 
are  necessary  to  maximum  production;  and  terminals  will  be  worse  con¬ 
gested  than  ever  in  the  history  of  this  great  western  country. 

Every  factor  in  the  trade  should  attempt  to  mitigate  the  evils  of  the 
situation  by  every  possible  effort.  If  the  retail  merchant,  by  earnest  and 
sincere  counsel,  can  increase  the  movement  of  his  coal  to  the  consumer,  he 
will  be  doing  his  share.  He  can  increase  the  movement  of  his  coal  if  he 
handles  the  problem  intelligently  and  with  the  proper  use  of  personal  in¬ 
fluence  in  his  own  locality. 

Miners  Can  Not  Defend  Demands. 

Dispatches  from  Philadelphia  last  week  asserted  that  John  Mitchell, 
president  of  the  union  miners,  had  outlined  the  demands  which  the  anthracite 
miners  would  make  upon  the  operators  at  the  expiration,  of  the  present  wage 
arrangement.  We  have  seen  no  denial  from  any  source  to  the  effect  that  these 
dispatches  were  incorrect.  Whether  they  were  inspired  or  not  by  the  miners’ 
national  president  is  quite  another  question,  but  it  may  be  accepted  that  they 
very  nearly  represent  his  ideas  and  those  of  his  associate  labor  leaders,  be¬ 
cause  they  are  based  upon  assertions  which  he  frequently  has  made  in 
his  speeches  to  the  mine  workers.  These  demands  as  set  forth  by  the  news¬ 
paper  dispatches,  are  as  follows : 

“First — A  recognition  of  the  miners’  union  by  the  coal  operators,  the 
recognition  to  take  the  form  of  a  signed  agreement. 

“Second — The  substitution  of  an  eight-hour  workday  for  the  nine-hour 
workday  awarded  by  the  strike  commission,  which  is  now  in  force  through¬ 
out  the  hard  coal  fields. 

“Third — An  increase  in  pay  over  the  minimum  wages  now  paid  to  men 
and  boys  who  are  not  contract  miners,  but  are  generally  classed  as  unskilled 
labor. 

“Fourth — A  uniform  scale  of  wages  for  workers  not  actually  miners,  at 
all  collieries.” 

Assuming  that  the  anthracite  miners  will  make  these  demands,  how 
can  they  come  before  the  public  next  April  and  defend  them?  Practically 
the  anthracite  award  commission  was  a  body  organized  by  the  government 
to  settle  the  disputes  among  these  mine  employers  and  employes.  It  was  a 
government  body  to  the  extent  that  the  bills  were  paid  by  congress  and  its 
appointment  originated  with  President  Roosevelt.  Moreover,  it  was  abso¬ 
lutely  neutral  and  non-partisan  in  its  award.  Here,  then,  we  have  experts 
who  have  passed  upon  the  respective  rights  of  capital  and  labor  in  this  in¬ 
dustry  and  who  have  laid  down  conditions  which  should  prevail  during  a 
period  of  three  years  and  which  have  prevailed  during  that  period.  This 
decision  was  just  and  fair  in  the  opinion  of  the  American  public.  The  ope¬ 
rators,  judging  by  the  written  statements  of  David  H.  Wilcox,  one  of  the 
prominent  factors  in  the  anthracite  industry,  have  accepted  this  award  as  fair 
and  just  and  are  willing  to  continue  the  arrangement. 

When  the  award  was  handed  down,  the  friends  of  the  union  miners  an¬ 
nounced  that  it  was  a  great  victory  for  them.  Now  the  union  miners  come 
forward  and  wish  to  set  it  aside,  although  there  has  been  no  change  in  the 
meantime,  demanding  further  concessions.  Their  selfishness  is  getting  the 
better  of  their  judgment.  It  looks  as  though  they  felt  themselves  so  powerful 
that  they  could  over-ride  the  spirit  of  fairness  inherent  in  the  American 
public,  disregard  the  award  of  a  fair  tribunal,  and  through  their  own  power 
enforce  demands  which  can  not  be  defended.  This  is  a  weak  position  for 
any  labor  organization  to  take.  It  will  result  in  defeat  because  the  public 
will  be  against  labor  in  the  struggle.  Whenever  the  public  opinion  of  this 
country  is  so  crystallized  that  it  condemns  a  man,  measure  or  strike,  any 
one  of  these  is  lost.  The  miners  can  not  present  any  arguments  for  asking 
more  than  a  disinterested,  fair  tribunal  awarded  them.  Being  unable  to  offer 
any  defense  in  the  position  which  they  possibly  may  take,  they  will  be  with¬ 
out  ammunition,  unless,  of  course,  the  mob,  the  bludgeon  and  murder  can 
be  classed  as  weapons  for  supporting  an  indefensible  defense. 


Buying  Cut-Rate  Coal. 

Have  you  ever  bought  coal  at  cut  prices?  As  a  retail  dealer  or  a  con¬ 
sumer,  have  you  ever  had  a  shipper  come  to  you  and  offer  coal  at  a  flat 
price,  reducing  his  figures  from  time  to  time  in  an  effort  to  get  your  order? 
If  so,  did  you  stop  to  analyze  the  feeling  that  you  had  for  such  a  business 
man?  Involved  in  these  three  questions  are  the  fundamental  principles  of 
business.  A  close  analysis  of  the  thought  of  the  person  who  buys  coal  or 
any  other  commodity  at  cut  prices  will  indicate  to  the  seller  how  ridiculous 
he  has  made  himself  and  how  he  has  lost  prestige  which  it  was  necessary 
for  him  to  retain  to  meet  the  highest  degree  of  success. 

If  a  man  offers  you  coal  at  a  price  and,  failing  to  get  your  order,  makes  a  re¬ 
duction  of  ten  cents  a  ton  on  that  price,  as  a  buyer  you  reach  one  of  three  con- 
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elusions:  That  the  coal  is  of  inferior  quality  and  his  original  selling  price 
was  inflated  in  order  to  swindle  you;  if  you  should  pay  the  price  asked 
after  a  reduction,  you  might  still  be  paying  a  higher  figure  for  the  coal  than 
some  one  else  who  has  “jewed”  him  down  to  a  still  lower  figure;  that  he 
IS  a  poor  business  man  and  ultimately  will  meet  with  failure,  therefore  you 
do  not  care  to  do  business  with  him. 

These  three  suppositions  are  natural  ones  which  arise  in  your  mind  with¬ 
out  much  thought  on  your  part.  Any  one  of  these  may  be  correct,  but 
most  likely  all  of  them  are  right.  If  a  man  cuts  the  price  of  coal  ten  or 
fifteen  cents  after  naming  his  first  selling  price,  his  first  figure  was  too  high, 
and  he  attempted  to  extract  from  you  too  much  money,  otherwise  he  never 
could  have  made  the  reduction.  If  he  sells  the  coal  to  you  at  a  cut  price 
some  other  dealer  who  can  bluff  a  little  harder  than  you  can,  and  who  buys 
a  little  larger  quantity,  most  likely  will  be  able  to  purchase  it  still  cheaper. 
Then  you  have  gained  nothing  by  securing  the  reduced  price.  You  would 
have  been  much  better  off  had  you  bought  the  coal  from  a  shipper  or  pro¬ 
ducer  who  treats  all  his  customers  alike  and  who  names  his  lowest  price 
first  and  will  not  be  bluffed  out  of  securing  it,  even  though  he  may  lose  an 
order. 

The  merchant  who  deals  in  any  commodity  and  can  not  obtain  the  price 
for  It  which  represents  its  value  is  not  a  business  man.  If  it  is  costing  him 
more  than  the  regular  market  value,  the  evidence  against  him  on  this  point 
IS  all  the  stronger,  because  he  should  be  in  a  position,  through  his  own 
ability  and  management,  to  produce  and  ship  a  product  as  cheap  as  any 
competitor.  Fairness  in  maintaining  prices  is  the  secret  of  success  in  busi¬ 
ness.  The  man  who  has  a  stiff  backbone  and  who  will  not  be  bluffed  at  the 
thought  of  losing  an  order  for  two  cars,  or  five  cars,  or  ten  cars,  or  fifty 
cars  of  coal  shows  his  business  ability.  Eventually  people  will  delight  to 
do  business  with  him,  because  they  know  he  is  a  successful  man.  They  will 
like  to  do  business  with  him  because  they  will  know  that  when  he  says  a 
thing  he  means  it;  that  he  will  show  no  preferences  toward  any  other 
customer  which  are  not  granted  to  all  of  them.  Merchants  in  buying  any 
product  desire  fair  dealing.  The  majority  of  them  are  satisfied  if  they  get 
as  good  a  bargain  as  the  other  fellow.  The  element  of  fairness  must  pre¬ 
vail  if  a  coal  dealer  or  coal  shipper  wishes  to  secure  the  confidence  of  his 
customers.  If  he  has  their  confidence  a  big  step  has  been  taken  toward 
reaching  the  desired  goal — success. 

We  have  referred  to  the  thoughts  that  occur  to  the  buyer  of  cut-price 
coal  for  the  reason  that  a  great  many  shippers  who  name  lower  figures,  and 
then  still  lower  figures  and  again  very  low  figures,  do  not  appreciate  what 
the  effect  of  that  act  it  on  their  customers. 

They  are  so  interested  in  selling  coal  that  they  do  not  study  the  psycho¬ 
logical  results,  and  when  they  fail  in  business,  after  years  of  strenuous  effort 
and  active  work,  they  are  at  a  loss  to  account  for  such  failure.  Study  both 
sides  of  this  proposition. 

There  is  considerable  discussion  just  now  due  to  the  enhancement  'in 
the  values  of  stocks  of  the  anthracite  carrying  companies.  With  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  one  company,  which  has  gone  forward  by  leaps  and  bounds  the  ad¬ 
vance  m  the  selling  price  of  these  stocks  has  been  no  greater  than  many 
others  listed  on  the  New  York  Exchange.  We  merely  call  attention  to  this 
because  It  is  universally  being  used  to  indicate  the  great  earning  power  of 
the  anthracite  companies,  when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  they  are  earning  no  more 
on  their  capitalization  than  many  other  corporations. 

Listen  to  all  this  wisdom  which  emanates  from  a  little  paper  published 
in  a  small  town  in  Minnesota.  Possibly  the  newspaper  has  a  circulation  of 
136,  when  it  counts  exchanges:  “We  are  now  being  treated  to  the  annual 
scare  thrown  out  by  the  coal  barons  to  the  effect  that  another  big  coal  strike 
is  threatened.  These  strikes  and  the  talk  of  strikes  are  convenient  for  the 
fellows  at  the  head  of  the  coal  mining  interests.”  Fellows  is  good. 

A  WESTERN  newspaper,  discussing  the  anthracite  strike  of  1902,  says : 
“Before  that  strike  ended  desperate  people  took  to  helping  themselves  to 
the  coal  that  went  over  the  railroad  track  by  force.”  Western  ideas  of  east¬ 
ern  transportation  methods  must  be  crude.  We  might  conclude  from  this 
that  they  moved  coal  in  the  east  in  about  the  same  manner  that  the  Japanese 
moved  the  Russians  out  of  Manchuria. 

In  1904,  it  is  claimed,  there  were  33,768  coke  ovens  in  the  south.  In 
1880  there  were  less  than  2,000  coke  ovens  in  that  territory,  an  increase  of 
1,598  per  cent  in  a  period  of  less  than  twenty-five  years.  This  is  a  straw 
strongly  indicative  of  the  remarkable  industrial  advancement  going  on  below 
Mason  and  Dixon’s  line. 
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Proposes  a  National  Mine  Law. 


John  Vcrncr,  nhiie  inspector  of  llic  first  dis¬ 
trict  of  Iowa,  in  his  biennial  report  recently  pub¬ 
lished  in  that  state  makes  a  recommendation  in 
favor  of  national  legislation  for  the  prevent. on 
of  mine  accidents.  I'ndoubtedly  there  is  much 
that  can  be  said  in  favor  of  a  national  law  that 
will  make  mine  regulat  oiis  uniform  in  all  the 
states,  and  very  many  benefits  might  be  derived 
if  there  was  such  a  law.  For  this  reason  these 
suggestions  in  part  are  reproduced; 

•'Ahout  thirty-live  years  ago  the  first  steps  were 
taken  in  I’ennsylvania  to  br.ng  its  anthracite 
mines  under  state  supervision.  Since  that  time 
all  the  principal  coal  producing  states  have 
adopted  laws  regulating  the  operation  of  coal 
mines  within  their  borders,  with  the  view  of 
securing  an  increased  measure  of  safety  for  the 
persons  employed  therein,  and  officials  have  been 
lirovlded  by  these  states  to  sec  that  the  require¬ 
ments  of  these  laws  are  complied  with.  Under 
state  supervision,  the  sanitary  condition  of  the 
mines  has  been  much  improved.  Appliances  and 
devices  afford  ng  the  miner  greater  safety  and 
facility  in  entering  or  leaving  the  underground 
workings,  are  in  evidence  everywhere.  Efforts 
have  been  made  and  are  being  made  by  the  dif¬ 
ferent  state  governments  to  give  reasonable  pro¬ 
tection  to  the  miner,  while  at  work.  Yet,  not- 
with.standing  all  this,  the  yearly  death  rate  due 
to  accidents  in  the  coal  mines  of  the  United 
States  remains  alarmingly  high  and  judging  from 
the  evidence  of  recent  events,  there  seems  to  be 
little  hope,  under  the  present  order  of  things,  that 
the  future  will  show  an  appreciable  reduction  in 
this  respect. 

Basis  of  tlie  Contention. 

"It  appears  that  this  state  of  affairs  can  only 
be  accounted  for  in  two  ways :  1  here  is  e  ther 

a  lack  of  knowledge  as  to  what  is  required  to 
make  the  mines  more  safe,  or,  such  knowledge 
existing,  willful  and  criminal  negl  gence  must 
he  the  cause.  That  some  mine  accidents  have 
been  due  to  neglect,  and  that  in  a  very  few  in¬ 
stances  this  neglect  may  have  been  almost  crimi¬ 
nal,  is  probably  true,  but  there  is ,  absolutely  no 
foundation  to  sustain  the  charge  that  the  high 
fate  of  muie  fatalities  in  the  United  States  in 
recent  years  has  been  due  to  widespread  and 
universal  neglect  to  provide  adequate  means  for 
their  prevention.  There  is  no  reason  for  believ¬ 
ing  that  the  mine  operator  in  America  is  less 
humane  that  the  mine  operator  in  England  or 
Germany;  or,  that  he  feels  less  concern  for  the 
welfare  and  safety  of  the  persons  in  his  employ, 
and  the  only '  conclusion  that  presents  itself  is 
that  it  is  not  neglect  but  lack  of  sufficient  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  hidden  dangers  of  the  mines  that 
stands  out  as  the  obstacle  that  must  be  overcome 
before  there  can  be  hope  for  an  appreciable  reduc¬ 
tion  in  the  number  of  mine  accidents  in  the 
United  States.  It  is  a  true  proposition  that  in 
order  to  overcome  danger  successfully,  its  exis¬ 
tence,  cause  and  nature  must  be  well  understood. 

Contributing  Factors  to  Accidents. 

“One  of  the  principal  causes  of  the  h'gh 
fatality  rate  in  the  mines  of  the  United  States 
has  been  due  to  the  alarming  frequency  of  disas¬ 
trous  explosions  in  mines  containing  little  or  no 
firedamp.  After  the  occurrence  of  one  of  these 
so  called  dust  explosions  the  charge  is  often 
made  and  generally  accepted  as  true,  that  the 
ejcplosion  was  caused  by  carelessness,  negligence 
or  disregard  of  mining  laws  and  mine  rules.  The 
truth  is,  that  possible  negligence,  carelessness, 
etc.,  were  only  contributory  factors  and  that  the 
main  cause,  the  principal  factor  that  made  it 
possible  for  such  explosions  to  follow  each  other 
in  rapid  succession  from  Utah  to  Pennsylvania 
and  from  Iowa  to  Alabama,  was  inability  to 
recognize  and  understand  the  existence  of 
danger. 

“It  was  not  neglect  of  any  kind,  it  was  lack  of 
information  and  knowledge  regarding  these  e.x- 
plosions  that  caused  the  loss  of  two  hundred  1  ves 
in  the  mines  at  Scofield,  Utah.  The  miners 
going  to  their  work  on  the  morning  of  May  first, 
I'.iOO,  were  apparently  confident  that  the  mine 
they  were  entering  was  as  safe  as  any  mine  in 
the  United  States ;  they,  no  doubt,  bel  eved  that, 
with  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care  and  watchful¬ 
ness  in  doing  their  work  at  the  face,  no  serious 


mishap  would  befall  them.  'I  he  mine  officials 
believed  that  everything  was  all  right,  yet  a  few 
hours  later  the  mine  was  wrecked  and  two  hun¬ 
dred  lives  were  lost.  The  surviving  miners  and 
the  mine  officials  could  not  understand  it.  They 
could  not  account  for  th  s  great  calamity.  Min¬ 
ing  had  been  carried  on  in  that  locality  for  a 
number  of  years,  with  only  the  ordinary  loss  of 
life  incident  to  mining.  Mine  No.  4,  where  the 
explos  on  originated  was  in  good  condition,  well 
ventilated  and  the  re(iuirements  of  the  mining 
law  had  been  fully  complied  with,  ^^en  with 
extensive  experience  in  mines  and  min  ng,  who 
worked  in  tliis  mine,  testified  that  it  was  free 
from  gas,  that  they  never  thought  of  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  an  explosion  and  they  considered  the 
mine  jicrfcctly  safe.  Why  were  these  men  and 
mine  officials  ignorant  of  the  dangerous  condition 
of  the  mine?  Why  did  they  feel  so  secure,  when 
a  long  record  of  explosions  in  other  mines  in 
different  parts  of  the  country,  apparently  as  safe 
as  this  one,  should  have  impressed  upon  them 
the  need  of  caution  and  sufficient  investigation 
to  ascerta  n  whether  or  not  their  mine  really 
was  as  safe  as  they  bel '.eved  it  to  be?  Why  did 
they  not  jirofit  by  the  lessons  of  disaster  pre¬ 
sented  in  other  states?  Presumably  it  was  for  the 
same  reason  that  prevented  Iowa,  Tennessee, 
West  Virginia,  Alaliama  and  other  mining  states 
from  deriving  any  benefit  from  the  lesson  taught 
by  the  great  calamity  of  Scofield,  Utah.  The 
opportunity  to  secure  this  benefit  was  lacking. 

I’roposes  a  Jiatlonal  Bureau. 

The  good  results  coming  from  the  centralizing 
of  efforts  to  lessen  the  hazard  to  life  incident  to 
mining  are  readily  recognizable  in  England,  Ger¬ 
many  and  other  coal  producing  countries  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  so  far 
no  efforts  have  been  made  in  the  United  States 
to  profit  by  their  example.  If  these  explosions 
are  to  be  averted  in  the  future,  as  I  bel  eve  they 
can  be,  and  a  general  safer  condition  of  the  mines 
brought  about,  it  must  be  done  through  the  assis¬ 
tance  of  the  national  government  and  by  the 
creation  of  a  national  bureau  of  mine  acc.dents. 
The  scope  of  such  bureau  should  include  the 
furnishing  of  statistics  relating  to  mine  acc' dents 
occuring  in  the  United  States,  the  invest  gation 
of  all  accidents  through  which  a  number  of  lives 
were  lost,  the  special  investigation  of  every  explo¬ 
sion,  the  making  of  tests  and  experiments  and 
the  providing  of  useful  information  and  advice. 
This  bureau  should  be  a  central  source  of  educa¬ 
tion  and  information,  of  such  reliability  and 
trustworthiness,  that  its  teachings  and  advice 
will  be  read  ly  accepted  and  followed  by  the 
mining  interests  and  governments  of  every  rnin- 
ing  state  and  territory  in  the  union.  The  United 
States,  produc  ng  nearly  two-fifths  of  the  world's 
annual  coal  supply,  with  its  widely  spread  coal 
fields  with  their  diverse  conditions  and  mining 
methods,  with  inspection  service  in  every  mining 
state,  affords  unequalled  opportunities  for  suc¬ 
cessful  work  by  the  government  experts,  with 
the  almost  sure  promise  that  results  will  be 
entirely  satisfactory  to  all. 

“The  plea  that  the  separate  mining  states  can 
deal  with  th  s  question  successfully,  is  no  longer 
tenable.  The  proof  to  the  contrary  is  too  over¬ 
whelming.  Individual  efforts  are  too  uncertain 
and  often  futile.  There  must  be  cooperation  to 
get  results  and  get  them  quickly,  and  such 
cooperation  caiy  only  be  carried  on  successfully 
with  the  help  of  the  national  government.  For 
humane  as  well  as  econojnic  reasons  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  the  creation  of  a  national  bureau  of  mine 
acc  dents  should  receive  the  early  and  favorable 
consideration  of  congress. 


Jlnalyzing  Western  Coals. 

Dr.  John  White  and  Prof.  .\.  W.  Clement  of 
the  Ro.se  Polytechnic  institute  are  conducting  a 
series  of  tests  of  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Ohio  coal, 
the  result  of  which  it  is  believed  will  be  of  great 
value  to  operators  and  heavy  users  of  the  cen¬ 
tral  state’s  fuel.  The  study  consists  of  analyses 
and  practical  tests,  with  the  idea  of  determining 
the  exact  composition  of  all  coal  mined  in  the 


three  states  and  the  amount  of  heating  power 
that  can  be  obtained  from  each. 

While  the  investigations  are  not  yet  complete, 
it  has  been  decided  that  some  Indiana  coal  has 
a  greater  actual  heating  value  than  some  Illinois 
coals,  but  are  a  few  degrees  below  the  coal  mined 
in  the  state  of  Ohio.  The  experiments  have  also 
shown  that  Ohio  has  better  coking  coal  than  In¬ 
diana  or  Illinois.  Dr.  White  and  Professor 
Clement  are  being  assisted  in  their  investiga¬ 
tion  by  members  of  the  department  of  chemistry 
of  the  University  of  Illinois. 

Text  of  .Alton  Sub-District 
Agreement. 

Operators  and  miners  in  the  machine  mmes 
in  the  Alton  sub-district  of  Illinois  have  reached 
an  agreement,  after  a  controversy  extending  over 
a  period  of  more  than  three  months,  resulting 
from  the  shot-firers'  law.  The  operators  con¬ 
tended  that  not  more  than  two  pounds  of  powder 
were  required  in  these  machine  mines,  and  held 
tenaciously  to  this  position.  The  new  agreement 
admffs  this  contention  on  the  part  of  the  miners. 

It  required  a  thorough  investigation  on  their 
part,  however,  before  they  admitted  the  conten¬ 
tion.  The  agreement  as  signed  is  as  follows: 

Text  of  New  Agreement. 

Su[>plemental  agreement  to  state  contract  in 
effect  April  firsS  1904,  to  March  thirty-first,  1906, 
made  in  Springfield,  Ill.,  September  seventh,  1905 : 

Investigation  having  demonstrated  that  with 
the  use  of  six-foot  electrical  chain  machines  in 
the  mines  of  the  Chicago  &  .-Mton  sub-district, 
coal  can  be  produced  with  two  pounds  or  less 
of  powder  for  each  shot,  thereby  making  the  use 
of  shot  firers  in  the  electrical  chain  machine 
mines  of  said  district  unnecessary,  it  is  agreed 
that  no  more  than  two  pounds  of  powder  shall 
be  used  in  any  one  shot,  and  that  the  coal  pro¬ 
duced  by  snubbing  shots  shall  be  removed  across 
the  entire  face  for  a  distance  back  of  not  less 
than  two-thirds  of  the  snubbing  before  any  of  the 
top  shots  are  fired  and  no  greater  amount  of 
powder  shall  be  used  than  necessary  to  produce 
the  coal  in  lumpy,  merchantable  condition. 

In  all  places  where  the  cutting  has  not  been 
done  to  allow  the  miners  to  secure  enough  coal 
for  a  full  day’s  turn,  then  the  miners  may  shoot 
down  sufficient  coal  only  on  top  of  the  snubbing 
shots  in  order  to  enable  them  to  have  a  full  day's 
work.  The  snubbing  shots  in  entries  shall  be 
placed  as  follows : 

About  eighteen  inches  from  each  rib,  directly 
below  the  bluehand,  and  not  less  than  three  and 
one-half  feet  deep.  In  rooms  the  snubbers  shall 
be  placed  just  below  the  blueband  and  not  less 
than  three  and  one-half  feet  deep. 

FOR  0PER.\T0RS  ; 

A.  J.  Moorshead,  R.  H.  Zoller, 

F.  W.  Lukins,  Geo.  W.  Solomon. 

FOR  miners: 

W.  D.  Ryan,  John  T.  Parsons. 

J.  H.  Walker, 

The  miners  in  this  district  have  returned  to 
work  and  no  further  trouble  is  expected. 

Men  Are  Disaffected. 

Six  hundred  of  the  1,800  miners  in  the  Chicago 
and  .-Mton  sub-district,  held  a  mass  meeting  at 
.Auburn  last  Saturday  and  adopted  a  resolution 
protesting  against  the  agreement  entered  into  be¬ 
tween  the  miners  and  operators  and  appealing 
from  the  state  executive  board  to  the  national 
e.xecutive  board.  The  agreement  called  for  a 
return  of  the  miners  Monday  morning,  but  the 
action  on  Saturday  continued  the  lock-out  in 
force.  The  m'ners  arc  dissatisfied  because  in  the 
agreement  the  contention  of  the  operators  that 
shot  firers  are  not  necessary  is  sustained  after 
repeated  conferences  had  failed  to  result  in  an 
agreement.  Secretary-Treasurer  Ryan  was  one 
of  the  committee  that  made  experiments  in  the 
machine  mines,  and  reported  that  the  shots  could 
be  fired  with  two  pounds  or  less  of  powder  with¬ 
out  unnecessary  burden  on  the  men.  Secretary- 
Treasurer  Ryan  says  the  men  will  return  to  work 
under  the  agreement  or  will  not  work  at  all.  In 
the-  meantime  the  men  claim  they  will  appeal  to 
their  national  executive  board. 
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Output  of  ^ew  River  Coal.  The  Jinthracite  Output. 


Despite  the  increasing  car  shortage  in  the 
■New  River  district,  says  the  Fayette  Journal, 
the  output  for  August  was  slightly  in  excess 
of  the  July  tonnage,  the  loading  for  the 
past  month  being  9,801  cars  of  coal  and 
865  cars  of  coke,  as  against  a  July  output  of 
430,420  tons.  Cars  were  supplied  to  several  of 
the  larger  operations  in  unlimited  quantities  for 
a  three  days’  test  loading  with  a  view  to  a  new 
daily  car  allotment. 


White  Oak  Coal  Co.  . 

Hemlock  Hollow . 

Grenwood  . 

Quinnimont  . 

Glendale  . 

Laurel  . 

Beckley  . 

Mabscott  . 

Raleigh  . 

Piney  No.  1 . 

Piney  No.  2 . 

Piney  No.  3 . 

Lanark  . 

Stonewall  . 

Wright  No.  1 . 

Wright  No.  2 . 

Terry  . 

Royal  . 

Ridgeview  . 

Ephraim  Creek . 

Alaska  . 

Beechwood  No.  1 . 

Beechwood  No.  2 . 

Stone  Cliff . 

Graham  . 

Oswald  . 

Kilsyth  . 

Sugar  Creek . 

Macdonald  . 

Turkey  Knob . 

Dunn  Loup  No.  1 . 

Dunn  Loup  No.  2 . 

Derryhale  . .'. 

Sun  Nos.  1  and  2 . 

Collins  . 

Laura  . 

Star  . 

Harvey  . 

Prudence  . 

Dunglen  . 

Big  Bend . 

Echo  . 

Fire  Creek . 

Kohinoor  . 

Victoria  . 

Keeney’s  Creek . 

Nuttall  . 

Blume  . 

Rothwell  . 

Smokeless  . 

Ballinger  No.  1 . 

Ballinger  No.  2 . 

Boone  . 

Fayette  . 

Mfg.  &  Cuns . 

Michigan  . 

Elmo  . 

Sunnyside  . 

New  Castle . 

Ansted  . 

Rend  No.  1 . 

Rend  Nos.  2,  4  and  5. 
Thurmond  Nos.  1  and  2 

Rush  Run . 

Red  Ash . 

Brooklyn  . 

Cunard  . 

Chapman  . 

Brown  . . 

Kaymoor  No.  1 . 

Kaymoor  No.  2 . 

Cataract  . 

Sidney  . 

Total  . 


A 


Daily 

Total 

Coal 

Allotment. 

Loaded. 

.  .i,45n 

44,240 

.  .  .  600 

4,990 

,  .  .  950 

7,230 

,  . .  500 

4,940 

2,790 

2,340 

6,650 

.  .  550 

4,350 

10,160 

.  .  350 

2,270 

4,500 

.  .  .  350 

3,.350 

.  .  600 

3,.350 

.  .  450 

3,200 

4,550 

.  .  300 

1,900 

.  .  400 

3,610 

2,810 

.  .  200 

1,760 

11,510 

4,440 

.  .  600 

5,910 

.  .  400 

•  3,720 

3,1,30 

3,170 

3,700 

. .1,600 

15,320 

.  .  900 

8,695 

9,635 

6,280 

3,660 

8,430 

.  .  900 

.  .  775 

6,060 

20,265 

21,135 

2,670 

9,085 

9,135 

9,340 

2,690 

990 

3,080 

1,320 

1,070 

4,550 

2,960 

3,190 

5,230 

2,765 

4,140 

4,430 

1,270 

1,740 

2,070 

1,870 

3,040 

1,740 

990 

1,330 

17,910 

2,370 

26,620 

9,555 

5,800 

7,830 

2,490 

2,770 

4,880 

6,115 

6,525 

2,850 

840 

2,240 

Cars  Coke  Loaded — Alaska,  20 ;  McDonald,  71 ; 
Turkey  Knob,  34;  Sun,  61;  Collins,  56;  Harvey, 
58 ;  Echo,  1 ;  Fire  Creek,  53  ;  Victoria,  130 ;  An¬ 
sted,  127  ;  Rush  Run,  73  ;  Brooklyn,  40 ;  Chapman, 
34;  Kaymoor,  107.  Total,  865. 


Coal  Tonnage  at  Soo. 

Figures  showing  the  tonnage  of  coal  passing 
through  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  canal,  northbound, 
to  September  first  this  year,  and  the  correspond¬ 
ing  date  for  two  preceding  years,  are  as  follows : 


Sept.  1,  Sept.  L  Sept.  1, 
1905.  1904.  1903. 

.  ..  Tons.  Tons.  Tons. 

Anthracite  .  550,786  518,574  645,894 

Bituminous  . 3,427,034  2,355,166  3,976,210 

. 3,977,820  2,873,740  4,622,104 


For  the  current  year  anthracite  movement  has 
been  32,212  tons  in  excess  of  last  year,  but  95,108 
tons  less  than  for  the  same  period  in  1903.  Bi¬ 
tuminous  movement  has  been  1,072,868  tons  in 
excess  of  last  year  and  549,176  tons  less  than  in 


The  production  of  anthracite  for  the  year  to 
September  first  was  40,305,578  tons,  against  38,- 
206,168  tons  last  year,  an  increase  of  2,099,410 
tons. 

The  shipments  of  anthracite  by  the  various 
companies  for  the  month  of  August  compares  as 
follows : 


Philadelphia  &  Reading . 

Lehigh  Valley . 

Jersey  Central . 

Del.,  Lac.  &  Western . 

Delaware  &  Hudson . 

Pennsylvania  R.  R . 

Erie  . . 

New  York,  Ontario.  &  Western.... 
D.  S.  &  S . 

Total  . 


1905. 

1904. 

1,1.32,298 

852,271 

786,226 

651,452 

656,459 

551,052 

741,979 

663,595 

414,644 

391,356 

412,844 

406,749 

527,421 

442,633 

228,999 

220,693 

140,908 

145,933 

5,041,838 

4,325,734 

Stocks  of  coal  on  hand  at  tidewaber  were  829,- 
603  tons  on  August  thirty-first,  726,774  tons  on 
July  thirty-first,  an  increase  of  102,829  tons. 

Anthracite  shipments  by  months  compare  as 
follows : 


1905.  1904.  1903. 

January  . 4,408,578  4,134,245  5,964,950 

February  . 3,922,601  4,326,269  5,070,608 

March  . 5,258,537  4,375,033  5,211,450 

April  . 5,278,401  5,407,786  6,044,998 

May  . 6,055,158  5,285,079  5,156,449 

Tune  . 5,844,052  5,728,795  5,436,497 

July  . 4,546,743  4,623,527  5,377,495 

August  . 5,041,838  4,331,854  5,169,402 

September  .  3,967,600  4,654,444 

October  .  5,131,542  3,925,642 

November  .  5,419,878  4,091,147 

December  .  5,063,144  4,259,748 


Total  .  57,492,522  59,362,830 


Coal  Receipts  at  Milwaukee. 


Coal  receipts  at  the  port  of  Milwaukee  up  to 
September  first  are  ahead  of  the  receipts  in  either 
1903  or  1904  for  the  same  period. 

The  appended  tables  furnish  statistics  for  the 
past  three  years  to  September  first : 

1905. 

Tons  in 
August. 

Anthracite  . 137,267 

Bituminous  . 211,633 


Tons  to 
Sept.  1. 
485,452 
939,172 


Totals  . 348,900 

1904. 

I  Tons  in 

August. 

Anthracite  . 155,916 

Bituminous  . 264,667 


1,424,624 

Tons  to 
Sept.  1. 
413,943 
646,738 


Totals 


Anthracite 
Bituminous 
Totals  . 


. 420,583 

1903. 

Tons  in 
August. 

. 142,964 

. 158,110 

. 301,074 


1,060,681 

Tons  to 
Sept.  1. 
492,070 
863,814 
1,355,884 


Total  receipts  to  September  first  this  year  are 
363,943  tons  greater  than  for  the  same  period 
last  year  and  68,740  tons  greater  than  in  1903. 
Anthracite  receipts  are  70,509  greater  than  last 
year  and  6,618  less  than  in  1903.  Bituminous 
shipments  are  292,434  tons  greater  than  last  year 
and  75,358  tons  greater  than  in  1903. 


Wagon  Prices  at  Chicago. 


ANTHRACITE. 

Grate  .  $6.50 

Stove  .  6.75 

Chestnut  .  6.75 

Egg  .  6.75 

BITUMINOUS. 

Hocking  lump  .  $3.75 

Hocking  nut  .  3.25 

Illinois  lump,  egg  and  nut . 2.75 

Indiana  lump,  egg  and  nut .  2.75 

Wilmington  chunks  .  3.25 

New  Kentucky  lump  and  egg .  3.50 

No.  1  washed  nut .  3.25 

Brazil  block  .  3.50 

Jackson  Hill  and  Wellston .  4.75 

Cannel  lump  .  6.25 

Smithing .  4, ,'50 

West  Virginia  splint .  4.00 

Gas-house  coke  .  5  00 

V 


Governor  Cox,  of  Tennessee,  with  the  prison 
commissioners,  is  inspecting  coal  lands  near 
Sparta  for  the  state,  which,  if  purchased,  will 
furnish  employment  for  the  state  convicts,  as 
mines  will  immediately  be  opened.  One  tract  is 
especially  rich  and  comprises  7,500  acres. 
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Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

Reported  by  W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  ship  and 
steamship  brokers,  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York:  During  the  past  week  shippers  of  coal 
to  Cuban,  West  Indian  and  Mexican  ports  liave 
been  able  to  secure  a  few  steamers,  owing  to  the 
increased  freight  rates  that  they  have  been  of¬ 
fering,  but  the  moment  a  boat  is  offered  in  this 
market,  even  if  the  freight  rate  is  slightly  higher 
than  recent  quotat-ons,  it  is  promptly  absorbed. 
In  fact,  as  there  is  little  available  tonnage  that 
will  be  ready  to  load  within  the  next  thirty  days 
it  would  .seem  that  freight  rates  will  remain  at 
about  the  present  level  during  that  length  of 
time  and  possibly  through  all  of  October. 

The  only  chance  of  securing  boats  during  that 
period  at  lower  rates  would  be  caused  by  steam¬ 
ers  proceeeding  to  the  United  States  in  ballast, 
owing  to  the  decreased  demand  for  sugar  ton¬ 
nage  from  Cuba. 

The  active  demand  for  steamers  for  cotton, 
general  cargo  and  other  freights  in  addition  to 
coal  seems  to  indicate  that  even  if  steamers  do 
proceed  to  the  .states  from  Cuba  in  ballast  it  will 
not  weaken  the  freight  rates  on  coal  materially 
for  the  next  thirty  days. 

We  notice  that  early  in  June  and  through  that 
month,  as  well  as  through  July,  we  commented 
in  our  coal  reports  each  week  upon  the  scarcity  of 
available  tonnage,  and  stated  that  there  were  very 
few  owners’  boats  bound  in  this  direction,  owing 
to  the  freight  rates  that  had  been  current  during 
the  past  two  years  (rates  at  which  owners  had 
lost  money  on  each  cargo  that  was  carried), 
and  that  time  charterers  had  not  renewed  their 
charters  and  were  simply  holding  enough  boats 
to  carry  out  their  contracts,  .so  strongly  advised 
the  chartering  ahead  of  available  tonnage  when¬ 
ever  offered  at  anything  like  the  rates  then  cur¬ 
rent.  Now  we  think  that  probably  the  recent 
rates  that  have  been  offered  will  cau.se  a  number 
of  steamers  to  proceed  in  this  direction,  which 
will  have  the  effect  of  reducing  the  present  level 
of  freights,  but  many  steamers  will  be  taken  by 
.the  grain  trade,  which  will  prevent  any  material 
decline.  Grain  shippers  are  now  chartering  ahead 
for  November,  December  and  January  loading, 
and  this  is  a  new  demand  for  tonnage  in  the 
market,  as  there  have  been  no  shipments  of  full 
cargoes  of  grain  during  the  past  four  years.  We 
imagine  that  after  November,  however,  freight 
rates  will  be  slightly  easier,  but  do  not  anticipate 
their  reaching  the  low  level  that  was  current  two 
months  ago  during  the  next  six  months. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows:  $1.40(5)1.50  to  Havana  or  Matanzas  ; 
$2.00@2.25  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua ;  $1.65(gl.75 
to  Cienfuegos;  $1.75@1.85  to  Daiquiri;  $1.50(<ig 
1.60  to  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $1.90@2.00  to 
Barbados;  $1.80(g2.00  to  St.  Thomas;  $2.00(^ 
2.25  to  St.  Lucia ;  $1.50  to  Kingston ;  $1.80  to 
Colon ;  $2.25(5)2.50  to  Demarara ;  $1.40  and  port 
charges  to  Curacao;  $1.75  to  Bermuda;  $1.75(g 
1.85  to  Vera  Cruz;  $1.75(@1.85  to  Tampico;  10s 
6d(glls  6d  to  Buenos  Ayres;  11s  6d{®12s  6d  to 
Rosario;  12s  6d@13s  to  Santos;  10s  6d(glls  6d 
to  Rio;  $4.50  and  discharged  to  Manila;  $4.50(g 
4.75  to  Japanese  ports;  10s  6d@lls  6d  to  a  direct 
port  in  the  Mediterranean  not  east  of  the  west 
coast  of  Italy,  Spain  excluded. 

Dealers  Issue  Directory. 

The  Northwestern  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Asso¬ 
ciation  has  just  issued  a  new  directory,  giving 
the  names  of  all  the  dealers  in  Minnesota,  Iowa, 
North  and  South  Dakota  who  are  members,  this 
being  the  territory  covered  by  this  progressive 
organization  which  has  made  most  wonderful 
strides  in  the  past  fourteen  months,  and  boasts 
a  gain  of  156  per  cent  in  membership  in  that 
time.  There  are  now  2,029  yards  included  in 
its  membership.  The  book  is  accompanied  by  a 
list  of  dealers  who  have  expressed  their  ap¬ 
proval  and  appreciation  of  the  work  accomplished 
by  the  association.  A  blank  card  is  also  enclosed, 
which  is  to  be  used  for  sending  in  names  of  coal 
dealers  who  are  not  now  members,  to  which 
application  blanks  will  be  promptly  forwarded, 
in  an  effort  to  secure  them.  The  association 
claims  to  have  double  the  membership  of  any 
other  similar  organization,  and  judging  from  the 
size  of  the  directory,  it  certainly  leads  the  pro¬ 
cession  in  this  respect. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


[September  16 


Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East 


Offjcf.  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  Sept.  14. 

There  is  a  continued  demand  for  anthracite, 
which  has  given  evidence  in  the  past  few  days 
of  becoming  more  general,  with  a  wider  distri¬ 
bution  of  the  tonnage  moving  forward.  Follow¬ 
ing  the  slight  increase  in  orders  the  last  week 
of  August,  from  the  trade  that  had  sufficient  stor¬ 
age  room  to  take  on  an  additional  cargo  to  se¬ 
cure  the  last  ten  cent  discount  of  the  season, 
business  seemed  to  diminish  to  a  point  where  but 
few  orders  were  available,  but  the  current  week 
has  shown  an  improvement  in  market  conditions 
that  indicates  an  increase  in  the  volume  of  ton¬ 
nage  moving  from  this  time  on.  Already  ship¬ 
pers  report  a  better  run  of  orders  and  the  re¬ 
turn  of  consumers  from  vacations  during  the 
week  has  developed  business  at  retail,  resulting 
in  dealers  being  quite  busy,  which  activity  will 
extend  to  the  wholesale  trade '  in  an  increasing 
ratio  as  the  season  advances,  and  more  favorable 
weather  prevails. 

The  principal  feature  of  the  market  is  the  all¬ 
rail  trade,  which  is  steadily  growing  and  fast 
becoming  of  such  proportions  that  additional  ton¬ 
nage  will  be  necessary  to  supply  the  requirements. 
This  class  of  trade,  due  to  the  fact  it  did  not 
stock  much  coal  during  the  earlier  months,  is 
now  calling  for  the  necessary  tonnage  to  fill  up 
all  available  room,  in  order  to  round  out  stocks 
to  carry  the  dealers  over  any  periods  of  strin¬ 
gent  supply.  This  is  a  wise  policy  to  pursue  on 
the  part  of  dealers  so  situated,  as  with  a  general 
activity  in  the  coal  market,  cars  with  the  heavy 
movement  of  other  traffic  are  likely  to  be  very 
scarce,  which  will  act  as  an  embargo  on  ship¬ 
ments  to  the  all-rail  territory,  owing  to  the 
greater  time  required  in  making  the  round  trip 
to  destination  and  return. 

All-Itall  Trade  to  be  Active. 

The  indications  are  that  in  this  line  of  trade 
therg  will  be  a  large  amount  of  business,  as 
,  s;shippers  now  report  from  thirty  to  fifty  cars 
daily,  with  the  season  just  starting  in.  Prepara- 
j  --tions  are  being  made  on  more  comprehensive 
'h  lines  to  provide  for  the  movement  of  this  coal, 
as  it  shows  an  increase.  Tidewater  shipments 
'are  somewhat  slack,  though  they  are  improved 
over  those  during  the  past  few  weeks.  Local 
harbor  business  is  expanding  on  broader  lines 
iind  a  fair  volume  of  tonnage  is  moving  in  that 
direction.  The  better  demand  at  retail,  is  in  a 
measure  responsible  for  this  activity,  and  the 
greater  activity  of  the  fine  sizes  noted  recently. 
It  is  evident  from  the  shortage  of  steam  coals 


in  some  quarters  that  they  are  being  more  freely 
stocked  this  year  and  in  sufficient  quantity  to 
furnish  steam  beyond  the  time  of  contract  next 
spring.  This  also  applies  to  one  or  two  of  the 
large  domestic  sizes  used  for  special  purposes, 
where  such  interests  are  desirous  of  protecting 
their  business  beyond  any  possibility  of  a  shut¬ 
down. 

While  the  trade  eastward  is  not  particularly 
vigorous,  it  is  better  than  it  was  and  orders  are 
becoming  more  frequent,  especially  to  shoal- 
water  and  ice-ports.  Even  at  the  less  active  re¬ 
ceiving  ports,  where  there  have  been  complaints 
of  dullness  all  summer,  stocks  have  been  depleted 
to  some  extent,  and  dealers  are  placing  orders  to 
replenish  them. 

The  movement  of  coal  from  the  mines  has  been 
comparatively  heavy  for  this  season  of  the  year, 
though  this  has  not  weakened  the  market,  which 
continues  on  a  strong  basis.  Shipments  for  the 
month  of  August  amounted  to  5,041,838  tons, 
exceeding  the  July  output  by  500,000  tons  and  the 
corresponding  month  of  1904  by  716,104  tons, 
making  a  total  for  the  first  eight  months  of  the 
year  of  40,305,578  tons.  These  shipments  seem  to 
have  been  pretty  generally  absorbed  in  the  trade 
on  the  domestic  sizes,  however,  and  stocks  are 
not  excessive  at  present.  Accumulations  up  to 
this  time  have  been  largely  pea  and  No.  1  buck¬ 
wheat,  the  finer  varieties  being  in  ample  demand, 
and  in  some  instances  available  tonnage  is  short 
of  requirements. 

No  Surplus  Bituminous  Coal. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  bituminous  fall  demand 
seems  to  have  opened  up  with  more  or  less  of  a 
rush.  There  is  no  surplus  coal  at  any  of  the  tide¬ 
water  shipping  ports,  which  is  somewhat  anom¬ 
alous  as  compared  with  the  conditions  prevail¬ 
ing  practically  all  summer.  With  a  car  shortage 
reported  on  the  various  roads,  it  is  difficult  to 
predict  what  the  future  has  in  store  in  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  regular  shipments.  There  has  been  a  cur¬ 
tailment  and  interruption  to  delivery  of  all-rail 
coal  on  long  distance  consignments,  especially 
where  the  coal  is  to  go  off  the  main  line  roads 
to  foreign  lines.  This  latter  may  be  on  account 
of  the  delays  in  transit  on  the  foreign  roads,  but 
it  is  rather  significant  that  all  cars  are  needed 
to  handle  shipments  to  the  tidewater  shipping 
ports  on  the  several  individual  main  line  roads. 
This  pressure  for  coal  is  not  temporary,  but 
comes  from  all  quarters,  and  shippers  are  having 
a  busy  time  placing  the  coal  they  are  able  to  get 
forward  so  that  it  will  meet  the  needs  of  con¬ 
sumers  and  contractors.  The  situation  has  been 
complicated  by  the  rush  of  new  business  coming 
from  those  who  delayed  contracting  for  a  sup¬ 


ply  until  now.  They  will  have  difficulty  in  get¬ 
ting  producers  to  take  on  additional  tonnage 
except  at  advanced  prices  satisfactory  to  the 
seller.  The  strength  of  the  market  is  being 
shown  in  the  prices  asked  and  obtained  on  cur¬ 
rent  sales.  Ordinary  steam  grades  are  held  at 
$2.50@2.60  per  ton  and  the  cheaper  coals  are 
quoted  at  about  $2.35@2.40  f.  o.  b.  the  New 
York  harbor  shipping  ports.  These  lower  grades 
are  finding  a  ready  market  at  advanced  figures, 
which  is  the  strongest  possible  indication  of  the 
strength  of  the  general  demand.  The  expecta¬ 
tions  are  that  the  usual  car  shortage,  which 
already  has  begun  to  make  itself  felt,  will  be 
a  serious  handicap  in  moving  coal  in  the  imme¬ 
diate  future.  There  is  more  vessel  tonnage- avail¬ 
able  for  export  business,  and  this  class  of  trade 
is  increasing  its  demands  for  shipment,  notwith¬ 
standing  that  freight  rates  are  some  higher. 

Demand  Active  from  Far  Fast. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  is  strong  and  the  smaller 
orders  to  light  draft  and  the  early  ice-making 
ports  are  being  executed  rapidly  to  get  them  out 
of  the  way  as  far  as  possible  in  order  to  relieve 
shippers  later  on  from  this  class  of  business. 
Along  the  sound  trade  is  calling  for  a  large  ton¬ 
nage  of  coal.  This  territory,  which  for  the  past 
few  months  has  been  slighting  bituminous  ship¬ 
ments,  is  now  demanding  more  coal  than  it  can 
expect  or  will  receive  proportionately  to  the 
monthly  quota  due  it,  and  there  is  much  urging 
for  prompt  movement  in  consequence.  The  short 
sighted  business  policy  which  has  resulted  in 
these  conditions  is  unusual  to  this  territory,  and 
will  result  in  a  scurry  to  secure  enough  coal  to 
meet  demand  for  the  time  being. 

New  York  harbor  shows  a  shortage  of  coal  at 
all  shipping  ports.  The  limited  supply  of  cars 
to  bring  coal  to  these  ports,  with  a  strong  and 
advancing  market  as  to  price,  characterize  the  sit¬ 
uation.  All-rail  trade  is  active,  with  shippers 
subject  to  more  than  the  usual  pressure  to  trade 
coal  en  route  for  the  purpose  of  hurrying  it  for¬ 
ward,  indicating  the  shortage  which  exists  with 
the  consumers.  Car  supply  is  limited  and  indi¬ 
cations  point  to  worse  conditions  in  this  respect. 

Transportation  is  variable  and  inclined  to  be 
slow.  In  the  coastwise  vessel  market,  vessels 
are  in  fair  supply,  though  not  up  to  requirements. 
More  craft  has  appeared,  however,  than  was 
expected  the  first  of  the  week.  Philadelphia 
quotes  current  rates  of  freight  as  follows:  Bos¬ 
ton,  Salem  and  Portland,  70  cents ;  sound  ports, 
60@65  cents;  Lynn,  Newburj’port  and  Gardiner, 
90  cents;  Portsmouth  and  Bath,  75  cents;  Saco, 
$1.00  and  towage;  Bangor,  $1.00.  New  York 
rates  to  around  the  cape  are  55@60  cents. 


Market  ^fews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo.  N.  Y.,  Sept.  14. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Dealers  report  a  continued  tendency 
toward  improvement  in  all  branches  of  the  coal 
trade  and  predict  an  unusually  lively  fall  de¬ 
mand.  Coal  has  not  moved  from  the  upper  lake 
docks  as  rapidly  as  wa.s  anticipated,  and  as  these 
have  all  been  well  stocked,  the  result  has  been  a 
perceptible  falling  off  in  lake  Shipments.  As  a 
consequence  of  this,  considerable  surplus  coal 
has  accumulated  in  the  stock  piles  of  the  various 
companies.  The  Erie  probably  leads  in  the 
quantity  accumulating,  but  the  Lehigh  Valley 
and  the  Lackawanna  are  storing  quite  a  tonnage 
for  later  lake  handling,  when  there  will  be  room 
to  place  it  at  the  various  ports  where  they  have 
storage  plants. 

Shipments  for  Seven  Days. 

Total  shipments  for  the  past  seven  days 
amounted  to  79,300  tons,  distributed  as  follows : 


Tons.  Tons. 

Chicago  . 43,SOO  Toledo  . 1,000 

Superior  . 15,300  Parry  Sound  .  700 

Sheboygan .  3,500  Milwaukee  . 6,700 

Duluth  .  8,000  Soo  .  800 


The  total  shipments  for  the  month  to  date 
have  been  96,200  tons. 

With  the  stocking  which  is  going  on  the  com¬ 


panies  will  be  in  good  shape  to  take  care  of  the 
fall  lake  demand,  and  a  record-breaking  for¬ 
warding  is  confidently  looked  forward  to.  The 
one  grade  of  coal  which  gives  the  dealers  most 
uneasiness  is  chestnut.  There  is  invariably  a 
shortage  in  the  supply  of  this  size,  and  the  re¬ 
sult  is  that  every  surplus  carload  received  at 
this  season  is  as  zealously  guarded  as  if  it  were 
real  treasure.  Every  ton  of  chestnut  which  can 
be  spared  from  an  immediate  order  is  put  care¬ 
fully  aside  for  emergency  purposes. 

Local  sales  agents  report  that  while  there  is 
no  remarkable  increase  in  the  business  actually 
being  done,  there  is  more  inquiry,  both  for  an¬ 
thracite  and  bituminous  coal,  than  is  usual  at 
this  period  of  the  year’s  business.  Especially  is 
this  true  of  the  bituminous  trade.  This  is  taken 
as  a  sure  indication  of  an  active  fall  demand. 

Box  Cars  Are  Reported  Scarce, 

Scarcity  of  box  cars  for  western  shipment  has 
developed  during  the  past  week,  and  some  un¬ 
easiness  is  being  manifested  on  this  account.  A 
large  part  of  Buffalo’s  western  car  shipment  goes 
by  way  of  the  bridges  and  it  is  claimed  that  sel¬ 
dom  has  the  number  of  cars  available  at  those 
points  been  so  limited  as  at  present. 


Members  of  the  Buffalo  Retail  Coal  Dealers’ 
Association  are  going  ahead  with  their  plans  for 
the  big  meeting  to  take  place  here  on  September 
twenty-first  and  twenty-second.  It  has  been  de¬ 
cided  not  to  hold  a  regular  banquet  on  the  pre¬ 
ceding  evening,  as  at  first  intended.  Instead 
there  will  be  a  big  meeting,  at  which  President 
Endress  and  Secretary  Mitchell,  of  the  Western 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania  Retail  Coal  Deal¬ 
ers’  Association,  of  which  the  Buffalo  organiza¬ 
tion  is  a  member,  will  speak.  Refreshments  will 
be  served. 

Retail  coal  dealers  are  strongly  agitating  the 
plan  of  cash  payments  for  coal.  They  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  losses  on  long  ac¬ 
counts,  some  of  which  are  never  settled,  more 
than  balance  the  profits. 

Advocate  the  Cash  Policy. 

“It  is  a  rank  injustice,’’  said  a  prominent 
dealer  to  The  Black  Diamond  in  discussing  the 
matter,  “for  people  to  expect  us  to  trust  and 
trust  again,  allowing  some  of  the  bills  to  drag 
along  for  weeks  or  months,  when  we  are  forced 
to  pay  our  bills  every  fifteen  daj'S.  They  fail  to 
realize,  apparently,'  that  to  ask  credit  is  simply 
to  request  a  loan.  If  they  went  to  a  bank  to 
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borrow  money,  some  security  would  be  de¬ 
manded.  But  these  same  people  come  to  us, 
promise  to  pay  in  a  month  and  then,  if  we  give 
them  credit,  are  seriously  offended  if  we  send 
them  a  polite  request  to  settle  at  the  end  of  six 
weeks. 

“Another  thing  which  is  ruining  the  retail  trade 
fs  the  cutting  of  prices.  It  is  now  so  that  nearly 
every  block  in  the  city  has  a  retail  coal  dealer, 
and  many  of  these  one-horse  dealers,  in  order 
to  make  sales,  cut  the  prices  twenty-five  or  fifty 
cents  a  ton.  Of  course,  this  is  a  serious  injury 
to  the  business,  for  it  establishes  a  precedent  and 
causes  customers  to  demand  the  same  conces¬ 
sions  from  regular  dealers,  a  concession  which 
the  latter  can  not  afford  to  make.  One  dollar  a 
Ion  for  handling  coal  is  none  too  much,  for 
there  is  expense  attached  to  maintaining  a  first- 
class  retail  establishment  which  these  little  dealers 
do  not  have.  It  is  a  matter  that  the  association 
will  take  up  and  seek  to  have  concerted  action 
taken  on  the  credit  system.” 

There  is  some  reason  for  the  protest  of  the 
legitimate  retailer,  for  in  no  place  in  the  country 
is  coal  lower  on  the  circular  basis  than  in  Buf¬ 
falo,  yet  in  no  city  are  prices  so  poorly  main¬ 
tained. 

Will  Have  New  Steel  Plant. 

Buffalo  is  to  have  another  new  big  steel  indus¬ 
try,  which  will  employ  an  army  of  men  and  will 
be  an  added  factor  in  the  coal  market  of  this 
section.  A  local  paper  says : 

“Papers  of  incorporation  of  the  New  York 
State  Steel  Co.,  with  a  capital  of  $1,000,000,  have 
been  prepared,  and  of  that  capital  one-half  of  it 
is  to  be  paid  in  at  once.  The  other  half  is  to  be 
ready  for  call  as  soon  as  the  company  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  make  extensions  to  the  plant. 

“The  backers  of  the  new  project  are  among 
the  most  prominent  financial  men  in  the  city  and 
include  as  directors  for  the  first  year  Spencer 
Kellogg,  of  this  city;  A.  L.  Schultz,  of  Pittsburg; 
Whitney  G.  Case,  Stuart  R.  Mann  and  William 
M.  Evarts,  of  this  city. 

“It  is  the  purpose  of  the  company  to  manu¬ 
facture  steel  product  for  the  use  of  structural 
builders,  bridges,  steel  cars,  vessels  and  barges. 

“The  company  has  acquired  a  site  on  Buffalo 
creek,  adjoining  the  Lake  Shore  tracks,  and  has 
architects  now  at  work  preparing  plans  for  the 
plant.  Much  of  the  steel  will  come  from  the 
plant  of  the  Lackawanna  Steel  Co.  at  West 
Seneca,  and  the  concern  has  taken  this  location 
because  it  believes  that  the  improvement  of  the 
Buffalo  river  will  soon  be  made.  It  will  give  to 
the  plant  good  rail  facilities  as  well  as  good  com¬ 
munication  by  water.” 


The  ^ew  England  Trade. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Sept.  15. —  (^Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Conditions  in  the  anthracite  market  in 
this  locality  show  less  change  than  at  any  other 
point.  More  business  is  being  transacted  at  re¬ 
tail  and  consumers’  wants  are  increasing  daily, 
but  this  has  not  been  reflected  in  the  wholesale 
market  to  any  extent  as  yet.  With  a  movement 
of  coal  from  dealers’  stocks  from  the  yards  such 
as  has  been  going  on  for  the  past  ten  days,  the 
outlook  is  more  hopeful  for  an  increased  demand 
in  the  very  near  future,  and.  it  is  expected  this 
increase  will  be  of  considerable  volume.  Deal¬ 
ers  in  this  vicinity  are  carrying  a  full  supply  of 
coal  in  their  yards,  having  taken  on  occasional 
cargoes,  up  to  quite  recently,  in  anticipation  of 
heavy  fall  requirements.  The  all-rail  demand 
throughout  New  England  is  constantly  growing 
in  the  quantity  of  coal  required  for  current  needs 
and  has  reached  a  tonnage  in  the  aggregate  num¬ 
ber  of  orders  placed,  which  is  entirely  satis¬ 
factory  to  shippers,  who  are  pleased  at  the  relief 
this  gives  them  due  to  the  fact  it  is  coming  some¬ 
what  earlier  than  usual. 

Trade  to  farther  eastern  and  up-state  points  is 
also  showing  an  improved  tone,  with  more  busi¬ 
ness  coming  forward,  while  the  inquiry  is  of  a 
character  on  which  to  predict  increased  ship- 
rnents  in  this  direction.  Cargo  arrivals  at  dis¬ 
charging  ports  have  been  limited  the  past  week, 
owing  to  barges  which  were  loaded  before  the 
first  of  the  month,  being  now  unloaded.  Any 
coal  shipped  here  with  a  view  to  securing  a  pur¬ 
chaser  for  the  same  is  receiving  little  attention, 
shoal-water  and  ice-making  ports,  where 
additional  tonnage  can  be  stored.  Prices  at  retail 


in  the  city  remain  unchanged  and  no  advance 
is  looked  for  until  the  first  of  next  month.  Other 
nearby  points  put  in  effect  on  September  first  an 
advance  of  twenty-five  cents  per  ton,  which  is 
stimulating  the  demand  at  such  centers. 

Bituminous  Orders  Are  Heavier. 

The  bituminous  coal  market  is  quite  strong, 
and  a  good  run  of  orders  is  in  shippers’  hands 
for  delivery  during  the  current  month.  It  is 
not  expected  that  all  the  business  contracted  for 
at  the  minimum  figures  can  be  shipped  before  the 
advance  of  ten  cents  per  ton  goes  into  effect  on 
October  first.  In  order  to  accomplish  this  a  full 
tonnage  of  coal  must  reach  tidewater  and  an  am¬ 
ple  vessel  supply  to  receive  it  is  necessary.  Un¬ 
fortunately  neither  of  these  conditions  prevails 
at  present  at  Virginia  Cape  ports,  which  have  the 
bulk  of  the  business  demanding  shipments  within 
this  period.  A  proportion  of  the  tonnage  is 
likely  to  go  over  the  month,  taking  the  higher 
price. 

The  car  situation  in  the  West  Virginia  fields 
is  curtailing  the  output,  owing  to  a  continued 
shortage  of  equipment,  causing  a  reduced  tonnage 
to  reach  shipping  ports,  thus  delaying  the  load¬ 
ing  of  vessels  chartered.  At  other  times  coal  is 
held  to  await  the  arrival  of  vessels ;  thus  there  are 
two  influences  which  will  retard  shipments.  The 
cheaper  grade  of  coal  is  also  feeling  the  greater 
activity  in  this  territory  and  is  now  arriving  in 
larger  quantity  and  selling  at  better  prices. 
Sound  ports  are  calling  for  more  coal,  and  in 
their  requirements  are  becoming  urgent. 

The  vessel  freight  market  continues  firm,  with 
an  upward  tendency,  and  vessels  in  short  supply. 
Quotations  from  the  lower  ports  are  70  cents 
around  the  cape  and  60@65c  to  the  sound. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Sept.  15.~(Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)- — Anthracite  trade  conditions  at  this 
center  show  improvements,  which  are  quite  per¬ 
ceptible  in  an  increase  in  the  orders  received. 
The  better  demand  apparent  during  the  past  week 
comes  from  an  extended  area,  where  all-rail  de¬ 
liveries  apply.  It  is  thought  to  be  due  to  more 
active  buying  by  consumers,  now  that  the  season 
is  well  under  way.  The  city  trade  at  retail  is  re¬ 
ported  fairly  active  in  some  quarters,  dealers  hav¬ 
ing  as  much  business  as  they  can  provide  for  at 
the  moment,  this  will  no  doubt  increase  as  the 
weather  becomes  cooler.  This  heavier  buying  by 
consuniers  already  is  felt  in  the  wholesale  market 
and  shippers  are  receiving  enough  orders  to  take 
care  of  the  coal  arriving  from  the  collieries.  The 
output  possibly  has  been  on  a  reduced  scale  since 
the  first  of  the  month,  due  to  the  holidays  inter¬ 
vening  and  the  interruption  in  the  Schuylkill 
region  this  week,  on  account  of  President 
Mitchell’s  meetings.  It  is  possible  the  produc¬ 
tion  for  the  month  may  be  reduced  twenty-five 
per  cent,  due  to  these  causes.  With  the  freer 
movement  of  coal  extending  over  a  wider  terri¬ 
tory,  there  is  greater  relief  in  handling  the 
product,  accompanied  by  a  better  distribution  on 
all  sizes,  even  to  the  finer  grades.  Pea  coal  is 
no  doubt  the  size  in  heaviest  supply  at  present, 
owing  to  the  lack  of  demand  for  it  during  the 
summer  months.  This  is  a  normal  condition, 
however,  it  having  become  a  product  used  chiefly 
for  steam  heating  purposes  in  various  buildings 
and  apartments  in  later  years.  Such  require¬ 
ments  are  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  winter 
months,  when  heat  is  necessary. 

Increased  Demand  For  Bituminous. 

The  bituminous  market  continues  in  the  same 
improved  condition  reported  a  week  ago,  while 
ill  some  branches  there  is  even  greater  activity. 
Ihe  principal  feature  that  is  detracting  from  the 
trade  and  which  has  in  a  measure  curtailed  ship¬ 
ments  is  the  short  car  supply  on  all  main  line 
roads.  Shippers  are  making  complaint  not  only 
of  a  lack  of  cars,  but  of  their  inability  to  ship  to 
certain  all-rail  points  where  business  is  now  press¬ 
ing.  The  reason  for  the  embargoes  to  points  on 
other  roads  is  that  cars  take  longer  to  make 
the  round  trip,  besides  often  being  unnecessarily 
delayed.  The  railroads  are  refusing  such  ship¬ 
ments  in  order  that  they  can  make  the  best  use 
of  their  facilities  for  all  concerned.  The  all-rail 
trade,  comparatively,  is  the  most  active  and  ship¬ 
pers  are  receiving  more  orders  from  this  source 
than  they  can  conveniently  supply.  It  is  likely 


with  the  demand  at  tidewater  active  that  this 
all-rail  business  will  be  curtailed  as  to  the  tonnage 
moving  due  to  the  shortage  of  cars  in  favor  of 
tide  shipments.  It  behooves  line  consumers  to 
accumulate  sufficient  stock  to  carry  them  over 
the  bare  spots  that  are  likely  to  occur  this  fall 
in  consequence.  Prices  are  firm  on  all  grades 
and  slightly  advanced  over  those  last  quoted. 
About  $1.10@1.15  at  the  mines  for  average  steam 
grades  is  being  obtained  on  early  deliveries. 
Producers  are  not  eager  to  accept  orders  extending 
over  the  winter  months,  as  they  are  in  most 
cases  obligated  to  their  full  capacity. 


Railroad  to  Develop  Coal. 

Bir.mingham,  Ala.,  Sept.  14.— The  Southern 
radway  is  not  going  to  be  left  in  the  rear  in  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  business  that  will  follow  the  im¬ 
mense  development  in  the  coal  fields  in  the  ex¬ 
treme  western  portion  of  Walker  county,  this 
state. 

Announcement  has  been  made  heretofore  that 
the  Louisville  &  Nashville  railroad  intends  build¬ 
ing  an  extension  of  its  Alabama  Mineral  railroad 
branch  which  runs  via  Mineral  Springs  to  Ban¬ 
ner,  near  Littleton,  in  this  county,  and  also  that 
the  Frisco  system  proposes  to  build  several  spur 
tracks  in  the  western  portion  of  this  county  and 
also  in  Walker  county  to  reach  coal  mines  now 
under  way  or  to  be  opened  in  the  near  future. 

It  is  now  stated  on  very  good  authority  that 
the  Southern  railway  is  not  only  preparing  plans 
to  build  additional  track,  but  has  engineers  and 
others  in  the  field  and  will  shortly,  so  it  is  under¬ 
stood,  be  at  work  on  several  extensions.  It  is 
stated  that  an^  extension  of  the  Flat  Top  branch 
is  proposed.  The  Flat  Top  branch  goes  out  from 
the  main  line  on  the  west  end  of  the  Birmingham 
division  from  Littleton  and  runs  about  five  miles 
to  the  mines  of  the  Sloss-Sheffield  Steel  &  Iron 
company.  Convicts  are  employed  at  this  mine 
and  the  production  is  heavy,  in  fact  the  mines 
are  equal  to  any  in  the  state. 

The  new  extension  of  the  Southern  railway 
will  be  directly  alongside  of  the  Little  Warrior 
river.  It  will  extend  to  new  mines  being  devel¬ 
oped  by  the  Whitfield  Brothers  and  others.  The 
first  extension  will  be  about  five  miles  in  length. 
It  is  understood  that  assurances  have  been  given 
the  railroad  that  there  will  be  a  good  tonnage  to 
warrant  the  heavy  expenditure  in  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  new  line. 

other  Hoads  Are  Active. 

The  Alabama  Great  Southern  railroad  is  also 
active  and  will  participate  in  the  coal  development 
in  the  state.  Several  small  extensions  and  side 
tracks  are  to  be  constructed  in  the  coal  fields 
through  which  its  main  line  extends  while  a 
large  number  of  coal  cars  are  now  being  received. 
Col.  A.  Griggs,  the  genial  superintendent  of 
this  railroad,  in  speaking  of  the  future  prospects 
in  the  way  of  coal  operations,  said  that  the  Ala¬ 
bama  Great  Southern  is  now  receiving  a  lot  of 
steel  coal  cars.  The  cars  are  of  the  latest  pat¬ 
ent,  convenient  for  handling  of  coal  and  have 
large  capacity.  There  is  an  increased  traffic  in 
coal  and  coal  products  along  the  Alabama  Great 
Southern  and  the  road  is  in  position  to  handle 
all  the  business  that  will  be  given  it  the  next 
fifteen  months. 

The  Frisco  system  is  expending  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars  in  preparing  for  its  in¬ 
creased  coal  and  iron  traffic.  General  Agent  A. 
D.  Lightner  said  that  recommendations  for  more 
equipment  had  been  granted  and  that  the  higher 
officials  had  replied  recently  that  it  was  “up  to 
this  district  to  furnish  the  business.” 

Ihe  activity  on  the  part  of  the  railroads  in 
getting  into  tlie  coal  fields  in  this  slate  is  giving 
considerable  work  to  the  railroad  contractors  and 
others. 


Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  &  Coal 
Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  transported 
oyer  its  line  for  the  week  ending  September 
ninth,  the  corresponding  week  last  year,  the  year 
to  date  and  the  corresponding  period  in  1904: 

Cumbrr- 

,,,  ,  ^  Broad  top.  land.  Total. 

Week  ending  Sept.  9,  1905...  11.784  20,372  32,150 

Corresponding  week,  1904 _  0.845  21,115  27,900 

Total  for  year  1905 . 45-1,526  645,605  1,10u,’l;I 

Corresponding  period,  1904.  .  .416,693  764,484  1,171.077 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


A.  J.  Porter,  general  manager  of  sales  of  the 
Davis  Coal  and  Coke  Co.,  New  York,  returned 
the  lirst  of  the  week  from  Baltimore,  where  he 
spent  several  days  on  a  hnsiness  trip. 

O.  J.  Stephens,  a  prominent  coal  dealer  of 
New  York  city,  returned  on  Monday  of  this 
week  after  spending  the  summer  at  his  country 
home.  Hill  View,  on  upper  I^ke  George,  N.  Y. 

Theodore  Voorhecs,  first  vice-president  of  the 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  railroad,  returned  to  h  s 
office,  in  the  Terminal  building,  Philadelphia,  on 
Thursday  of  last  week,  from  a  vacation  at 
Watch  Hill,  R.  1. 

C.  L.  Du  Val,  identified  with  Geo.  D.  Harris 
&  Co.,  of  New  York,  who  has  been  abroad  for  six 
weeks  with  his  father,  H.  C.  Du  Val,  private  sec¬ 
retary  to  Chauncey  M.  Depew,  returned  home 
during  the  week,  greatly  benefited  by  the  trip. 

Joseph  B.  Dickson,  of  Dickson  &  Eddy,  New 
York,  who  has  been  spending  the  past  two  months 
at  St.  Regis,  Adirondack  mountains,  with  his 
family,  expects  to  return  to  his  office  on  Mon¬ 
day,  September  eighteenth,  to  again  take  up  his 
business  duties. 

W.  Saunders  Davies,  president  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  &  West  Virginia  Co.,  New  York,  returned  * 
home  on  the  steamship,  Baltic,  Wednesday  of 
this  week,  from  Europe,  where  he  has  been  spend¬ 
ing  the  past  six  weeks  in  recreation  and  visiting 
the  points  of  interest. 

C.  J.  Wittenberg,  pres'dent  of  the  Chesapeake 
&  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  New  York,  returned 
Tuesday  of  this  week  from  a  business  trip  to 
West  Virgjinia.  Mr.  Wittenberg  is  constantly 
occupied  with  the  affairs  of  the  company,  wh'ch 
has  shown  such  a  remarkable  growth  since  its 
inception,  having  been  for  some  time  past  the  sec¬ 
ond  largest  shipper  from  the  New  River  coal 
fields,  a  position  which  has  been  fairly  earned  by 
able  management. 

James  Kerr,  president  of  the  Beech  Creek  Coal 
and  Coke  Co.,  New  York,  left  for  Chicago  on 
Saturday  of  last  week,  to  be  gone  for  about  ten 
days.  Mr.  Kerr’s  trip  is  in  connection  with  the 
O’Gara  Coal  Co.  consolidation  and  the  closing 
up  of  the  details.  He  formed  the  financial  syn¬ 
dicate  to  handle  the  property,  but  it  was  his  in¬ 
tention  to  go  west  at  a  later  date  to  adjust  such 
matters.  Developments  the  last  of  the  week, 
however,  necessitated  his  gojng  at  once. 

W.  B.  Vernoy  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  formerly  with 
the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Co.  in  that  city,  but 
lately  with  the  E.  W.  Howell  Co.,  as  manager 
of  its  bituminous  coal  department,  has  resigned 
to  accept  an  appointment  as  New  England  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Penfield  Coal  Co.,  with  office  in  the 
Steefie  building.  No.  78  State  street,  Albany, 
N.  Y.  Mr.  Vernoy  is  commissioner  of  the  Coal 
Merchants’  Association  of  Albany  and  secretary 
pro  tern  of  the  Central  and  Eastern  New  York 
State  Coal  Merchants’  Association. 

G.  Mason  Janney,  manager  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  &  West  Virginia  Co.,  New  York,  returned 
last  week  from  the  White  Mountains  in  New 
Hampshire,  where  he  had  anticipated  enjoying  a 
pleasant  vacation,  but  unfortunately  took  ill  with 
an  attack  of  pneumonia,  which  confined  him  for 
four  weeks.  Several  days  after  reaching  the 
mountains  he  was  playing  tennis,  and.  becoming 
overheated  cooled  off  too  quickly,  resulting  in  a 
chill  which  laid  him  up  at  the  hotel  until  August 
twenty-eighth.  Remaining  another  week  at  the 
mountains  to  regain  his  vigor,  he  returned  to  the 
office  of  the  company  in  fairly  good  physical  con¬ 
dition. 

The  Boston  chamber  of  commerce  reports  re¬ 
ceipts  of  domestic  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal 
at  Boston,  Mass.,  the  past  month  and  since  Jan¬ 
uary  first  this  year,  compared  with  the  same  per¬ 
iod  the  previous  year  as  follows ;  August, 
anthracite,  129,156  tons,  for  the  eight  months 
1,261,267  tons,  as  against  139,012  tons  in  August 
last  year  and  1,393,840  tons  up  to  September  first 
in  1904,  a  reduction  of  9,856  tons  for  the  month, 
and  132,573  tons  for  the  year.  Receipts  of 
bitum'uous  coal  in  August  were  234,037  tons,  and 
for  the  eight  months,  1,854,850  tons,  showing  a 


decrease  of  3!).242  tons  for  the  month,  but  an  in¬ 
crease  of  188,275  tons  for  the  year.  Receipts  of 
provincial  soft  coal  for  the  year  to  September  first, 
1905,  were  411,418  tons  as  compared  with  359,711 
tons  the  same  period  last  year,  an  increase  of 
51,707  tons. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Norfolk  &  Western 
railway  shows  that  the  amount  of  coal  shipped 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  1905, 
was  8,183,576  tons,  an  increase  over  the  previous 
year  of  more  than  twenty  per  cent.  Coke  ship¬ 
ments  were  1,953,350  tons,  an  increase  of  16.9 
per  cent  over  1904.  The  Big  Sandy  low-grade 
line  was  put  in  operation  on  December  fifteenth, 
1904,  at  a  cost  to  June  thirtieth,  1905,  of  $4,668,- 
729.  The  Jaeger  &  Southern  branch  to  the  prop¬ 
erties  of  the  Berwind-White  Coal  Mining  Co. 
will  be  completed  by  December  first  next.  'I  he 
Clear  Eork  branch  was  placed  in  operation  this 
year,  as  was  the  Radford  branch. 

I'he  new  Automatic  Coal  Delivery  System  Co., 
New  York,  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  New 
York  state,  with  a  capital  of  $5,000,  is  a  new  cor¬ 
poration  which  has  for  its  object  the  conveying 
of  coal  to  flat  buildings  in  the  larger  cities.  The 
device  is  a  vessel,  which  is  hoisted  on  dummy 
waiters,  holding  150  tons,  and  discharging  auto¬ 
matically.  This  is  to  do  away  with  the  carry¬ 
ing  of  fuel  up  the  several  flights  of  stairs  and 
will  make  the  bagging  of  coal  unnecessary.  The 
directors  are  N.  R.  Marshman,  J.  S.  Conabeer, 
M.  B.  Bloomer,  New  York;  C.  L.  Von  Nostrand 
and  F.  W.  Manterstock.  Mr.  Conabeer,  of  One 
Hundred  and  Thirty-seventh  street  and  Madison 
avenue,  is  a  coal  man  identified  with  the  new 
company. 

The  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad  coal  and  coke 
shipments  for  the  twelve  months,  ended  June 
thirtieth,  1905,  amounted  to  7,796,461  tons  of  coal 
and  313,384  tons  of  coke,  a  total  of  8,109,845  tons 
as  compared  with  6,108,857  tons  and  325,435  tons 
respectively,  for  the  same  period  in  the  previous 
year,  show.ng  an  increase  in  the  total  of  1,675,- 
535  tons.  June  shipments  were  also  ahead  of 
last  year,  as  follows :  637,546  tons,  as  against 

553,470  last  year,  an  increase  of  84,073  tons.  The 
coal  tonnage  during  the  past  fiscal  year  was  by  far 
the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  railroad  and 
indicates  the  remarkable  increase  in  the  produc¬ 
tion  in  the  territory  contiguous  to  this  road  in 
West  Virginia,  due  to  the  development  which  has 
been  going  on  for  several  years  past. 

Progress  was  made  last  week  in  the  Delaware 
river  channel  improvement  proposition  by  the  pas¬ 
sage  of  a  bill  by  the  common  council  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  to  appropriate  $375,000  for  the  deepening 
of  the  channel  to  thirty  feet.  The  state  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  has  available  a  similar  sum  for  the  im¬ 
provement  of  the  channel,  on  the  condition  that 
the  city  appropriate  a  like  amount,  which  will 
give  $750,000  for  this  work.  There  has  been 
considerable  opposition  to  making  this  appropria¬ 
tion  in  some  quarters,  which  did  not  appreciate 
the  requirements  of  this  harbor.  Vessel  owners 
and  masters  for  years  have  been  hampered  by 
restricted  navigation  facilities  in  entering  and 
leaving  the  harbor,  preventing  many  vessels  from 
coming  to  this  port  for  cargoes,  and  advancing 
charges  in  some  instances  to  a  point  where  the 
acceptance  of  the  charter  was  prohibitive.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  this  matter  will  be  pushed  to 
an  issue  expeditiously,  so  that  the  long  desired 
relief  may  be  given  the  shipping  interests  of 
that  city. 

The  Pennsylvania  Retail  Coal  Merchants  asso¬ 
ciation  with  headquarters  at  Reading,  Pa.,  has  ap¬ 
plied  for  a  charter  for  the  purpose  of  incorporat¬ 
ing  the  organization,  which  had  its  inception  a 
little  over  a  year  ago.  No  changes  have  been 
made  in  the  organization  except  in  form,  so  as 
to  comply  with  the  act  of  1874,  providing  for  the 
incorporation  and  regulation  of  certain  corpora¬ 
tions  in  the  state.  The  charter  probably  will  not 
be  received  until  October.  Headquarters  will  be 
at  Reading  and  the  incorporators  are  Samuel  B. 
Crowell,  of  Philadelphia;  B.  F.  Bertolet  and  J. 
Arthur  Strunk,  of  Reading;  Joseph  H.  Palmer,  of 
Wallingford  and  F.  J.  Wallis,  of  Harrisburg. 
Mr.  Cromwell  is  president  of  the  association  and 
is  actively  engaged  in  the  work.  For  many  years 


he  was  connected  with  Geo.  B.  Newton  &  Co., 
of  Philadelphia,  but  some  years  ago  left  to  accept 
the  presidency  of  Robert  Henderson  &  Co.,  Pine 
street  wharf,  Schuylkill,  which  he  now  holds. 
The  object  of  the  organization  is  solely  for  mutual 
protection  and  uniform  prices  on  coal. 

S.  B.  Elkins  Jr.,  who  returned  on  Wednesday 
of  last  week  from  a  trip  to  Europe  on  business 
for  his  father.  Senator  Elkins,  discloses  the  fact 
that  the  senator,  who  is  chairman  of  the  senate 
committee  on  interstate  commerce,  the  committee 
which  must  formulate  all  railroad  legislation  for 
the  upper  branch  of  congress,  has  been  engaged 
all  summer  in  studying  European  methods  of  rail¬ 
road  rate  regulation.  Mr.  Elkins,  who  blocked 
legislation  at  the  last  session,  it  was  learned,  fa¬ 
vors  the  English  system.  This  method  involves 
the  operation  of  an  interstate  commerce  court 
to  consist  of  nine  members,  more  or  less,  who 
shall  have  absolute  jurisdiction  over  the  whole 
question  of  disputed  railroad  charges,  both  freight 
and  passenger,  the  court  to  have  an  appeal 
board,  which  shall  decide  all  cases  tried  unsatis¬ 
factorily  to  either  party  involved.  It  is  said  that 
Mr.  Elkins  will  introduce  a  bill  to  this  effect  and 
will  urge  its  adoption  by  his  committee.  Mr. 
Elkins  Jr.  was  accompanied  home  by  h:s  mother 
and  sister,  who  spent  the  summer  abroad. 

A  circular  letter  has  been  issued  by  W.  M. 
Bertolet,  secretary-treasurer  of  the  International 
Anthracite  Merchants’  association,  calling  for  a 
special  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
organization  to  be  held  at  the  Iroquois  hotel, 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  on  Thursday,  September  twenty- 
first,  1905,  at  10  o’clock,  a.  m.,  for  the  purpose  of 
completing  amalgamation  proceedings  with  the 
national  council  of  retail  associations,  thereby- 
creating  a  permanent  bureau  of  information 
which  shall  represent  the  interests  of  every  reta  1 
coal  assoc. ation  and  municipal  exchange  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada.  The  circular  states, 
“This  will  be  the  most  important  meeting  ever 
held  in  the  interests  of  the  retail  coal  mierchant, 
the  object  being  to  unite  all  retail  coal  interests 
of  the  United  States  and  Canada  into  one  cen¬ 
tral  body,  following  'the  bureau  of  information’ 
idea.  State  and  interstate  retail  coal  associations, 
whether  members  of  .either  national  organization 
or  not,  are  invited  to  send  delegates  to  this  meet¬ 
ing.  Municipal  coal  exchanges,  in  territory  not 
embraced  by  state  associations  are  also  invited 
to  send  delegates.  The  cities  of  New  York, 
Boston,  Brooklyn,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  are 
especially  urged  to  do  so,  owing  to  the  impor¬ 
tance  and  extent  of  the  matter  to  be  considered. 
The  meeting  will  continue  its  sessions  throughout 
the  following  day,  Friday.  Transportation  will 
be  furnished  all  secretaries  to  attend. 

At  Germantown,  Philadelphia,  on  Thursday, 
September  fourteenth.  Miss  C.  B.  Clymer,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  W.  H.  Clymer,  of  that  place,  was  married 
to  D.  G.  Thompson,  of  New  York.  The  wed¬ 
ding  was  private,  owing  to  the  recent  death  of 
the  bride’s  mother,  and  only  relatives  with  a  few- 
intimate  friends  attended  the  ceremony.  Miss 
Clymer  is  a  most  estimable  young  lady,  being 
socially  prominent  in  the  select  circles  of  that 
section  of  Philadelphia,  is  deeply  devoted  to 
church  and  charitable  work  and  a  descendant  of 
that  Clymer  who  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence.  Mr.  Thompson  is 
also  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  having  been  bom 
there  in  1878.  He  has  had  an  acquaintance  with 
the  bride  since  childhood,  but  has  spent  most  of 
his  business  career  in  New  York  city.  Becoming 
identified  with  F.  E.  Harriman.  general  freight 
and  passenger  agent  of  the  Beech  Creek  railroad 
at  Philadelphia  in  1892,  he  accompanied  Mr. 
Herriman  as  chief  clerk  to  New  York  when  the 
latter  became  general  coal  agent  of  the  New 
York  Central  in  1900.  Mr.  Thompson  remained 
in  this  city  until  October,  1902,  when  he  accepted 
the  position  of  traffic  matiager  of  the  Beech  Creek 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  which  had  been  formed  earlier 
in  the  same  year,  a  position  he  holds  at  present. 
The  bride  and  bridegroom  left  immediately  after 
the  ceremony  for  a  ten-day  trip  to  Montreal, 
Quebec  and  the  maritime  provinces.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Thompson  will  reside  in  New  York  city  on 
their  return. 
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Proper  Methods  of  Advertising  for  the  Retail  Dealer. 


A  very  interesting  letter  has  been  received 
from  J.  W.  Barber,  local  manager  of  T.  G. 
Warden  &  Co.,  wholesale  and  retail  coal  and 
wood  dealers  at  Joliet,  Ill.  Mr.  Barber  has 
written  a  letter  in  which  he  goes  somewhat  into 
detail  with  reference  to  his  advertising  cam¬ 


paign.  He  has  formulated  definite  ideas  as 
to  the  best  methods  of  gaining  publicity  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  business  at  that  point  and  has 
adhered  very  closely  to  the  plan  which  he  out¬ 
lined.  He  requests  an  opinion  as  to  the  effi¬ 
ciency  of  his  plan  of  campaign.  It  may  be  in¬ 
teresting  to  the  readers  of  The  Black  Diamond 
to  know  what  he  has  to  say.  His  letter  is  as 
follows ; 


Sends  Out  Card  £acli  Montli. 

“I  have  read  a  great  many  articles  in  The 
Black  Diamond  the  past  year  touching  on  suc¬ 
cessful  advertising  by  the  retail  dealer  and  as 
we  are  conducting  a  little  campaign  of  our  own 
locally,  I  desire  to  submit  a  few  specimens  to 
you  for  your  comment.  In  the  first  place,  we  have 
adopted  the  yellow  and  black  as  our  trade  col¬ 
ors,  and  have  also  a  trademark  of  our  own  as 
you  will  see.  This  trademark  we  aim  to  keep 
before  the  people  qontinually.  I  have  selected 
a  series  of  mailing  cards,  one  for  each  month 
for  one  year.  I  am  sending  you  three  cards,  the 
different  cards  that  we  have  sent  out  for  July, 
August  and  September.  As  you  will  note  the 
trademark  is  a  conspicuous  figure  and  we  place 
great  stress  upon  ‘Warden  Washed  Coal,’  which 
is  Mr.  Warden’s  own  product.  The  coal  is  all 
that  we  claim  for  it  and  with  this  persistent  ad¬ 
vertising  I  feel  that  we  ought  to  get  results. 
We  first  gleaned  a  mailing  list  of  500  names 
from  our  local  rating  book,  and  they  are  par¬ 
ties  that  do  not  trade  with  us  at  the  present 
time.  This  gives  us  a  good  start,  and,  having 
a  large  mine  of  such  good  coal  back  of  us  and 
with  our  local  storage  facilities  for  about  3,000 
tons,  I  feel  that  we  can  demonstrate  to  the 
public  that  we  deserve  a  liberal  patronage.  Now 
if  you  feel  so  disposed,  we  would  like  to  have 
your  comment  upon  this  matter,  and  for  which 
we  would  be  thankful.” 

The  three  cards  to  which  M'.r.  Barber  refers 
in  his  letter,  are  reproduced  on  this  page.  It  is 
impossible  to  furnish  a  reproduction  of  the  col¬ 
ors,  so  that  the  trademark  does  not  come  out 
in  the  accompanying  illustrations,  but  prints 
black,  in  the  shape  of  a  diamond. 


With  reference  to  the  general  proposition  of 
a  distinctive  trademark  in  certain  colors,  there 
can  be  no  question  as  to  its  value.  To  stamp 
a  business  with  an  individuality  so  that  the  pub¬ 
lic  at  a  glance  will  differentiate  between  it  and 
other  merchants  in  the  same  line  of  trade  is  de¬ 


sirable.  Individual  effort  counts  for  a  great  deal. 
Then  there  is  the  factor  of  indirect  advertising 
which  is  important.  A  customer  of  a  coal  mer¬ 
chant  who  receives  good  treatment  and  fair  deal¬ 
ing  will  tell  his  neighbor  about  that  merchant. 


The  neighbor  may  not  remember  definitely  con¬ 
cerning  the  coal  firm  recommended  to  him  but 
advertising  which  brings  out  the  name  promi¬ 
nently  will  revive  his  memories  and  renew  his 
interest  in  that  merchant.  The  element  of  orig¬ 


inality  in  business  is  always  a  feature  of  prime 
importance  from  the  standpoint  of  gaining  suc¬ 
cess.  A  dealer  who  can  preserve  h:s  individ¬ 
uality  through  original  effort,  and  who  conceives 
a  trademark  that  stands  for  him  and  his  business 
is  making  progress. 

For  that  reason,  I  believe  it  is  a  vital  point 
for  a  retail  dealer  in  any  commodity  to  establish 
a  trademark  and  use  it  as  much  as  possible  in 
his  advertising.  This  is  particularly  true  where 
it  represents  something  or  says  something.  In 
this  case,  emphasis  is  placed  on  the  fact  that 
“Warden  Washed  Coal”  is  of  the  “highest  qual¬ 
ity.”  'I’hat  idea  will  become  so  firmly  fixed  in 
the  public  mind  through  its  frequent  repetition 
that  there  will  be  no  disputing  it.  By  all  means, 
this  company  should  continue  the  use  of  this 
design  and  should  continue  to  print  it  in  the 
colors  with  which  it  has  become  identified 
through  use  thus  far. 

Address  Side  Is  Interestlns;. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  the  address  side  of 
each  one  of  these  cards,  owing  to  lack  of  space. 
It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  each  is  printed  in 
colors  with  some  appropriate ,  wording  and  that 
this  will  attract  general  attention  to  the  card 
when  it  reaches  the  addressee.  In  July,  for  in¬ 
stance,  the  address  side  of  the  card  sent  out  con¬ 
tains  the  picture  of  a  cat  in  an  infuriated  and 
frightened  mood,  chased  by  a  huge  dog,  with 
the  wording;  “Don’t  be  behindhand.”  The 
August  card  contains  a  picture  of  a  dejected 
mortal  astride  a  board  fence,  with  the  inscrip¬ 
tion :  “Are  you  on  the  fence?”  The  September 
card  had  a  picture  of  Sambo  and  Samantha 
seated  at  each  end  of  a  very  long  couch  as  far 
apart  as  possible,  with  the  inscription :  “Let’s 
get  together.”  I  have  referred  to  these'  because 
they  have  a  bearing  on  the  text  of  the  reverse 
side  of  the  card  which  contains  the  actual  ad¬ 
vertising,  the  caption  on  the  address  side  being 
used  as  the  beginning  or  heading  for  the  adver¬ 
tising  argument. 

With  reference  to  the  card  sent  out  in  July, 
no  general  suggestions  can  be  offered.  Going 
into  detail,  perhaps  if  the  same  ideas  that  were 
used  in  the  argument  were  expressed  a  trifle 
more  tersely  it  might  not  do  any  harm.  The 


paragraph  which  reads :  “When  you  order  one 
ton  of  Warden  Washed  Coal  you  get  2.000 
pounds  of  coal  which  are  as  free  from  impurities 
as  man  can  make  them — that  is  saying  a  whole 
lot,  nevertheless  it’s  the  truth,”  I  would  change 


Don’t  be  Behind  Hand! 

Now  is  the  time  to  fill  your  coal  bin. 

Now  is  the  time  to  get  in  Warden  Washed  Coal. 

When  you  order  one  ton  of  Warden  Washed  Coal, 
you  get  2000  pounds  of  coal  which  are  as  free  froni  impurities  as 
man  can  make  them — that's  saying  a  whole  lot,  nevertheless  it  is 
the  truth. 

The  “  Warden  Washed”  Egg  and  Chestnut  is  the  clear  article, 
properly  sized  for  domestic  use. 

Suppose  >'ou  send  us  a  trial  order  ? 

Prompt  delivery.  ‘ 

T.  G.  WARDEN  6  COMPANY 


SOI  Washington  St. 


Telephone 


JOLIET.  ILLS 
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JULY  POSTAL  CARD. 


Are  You  on  the  Fence 

About  placing  j-our  next  order  for  coal  ? 

You  wouldn’t  be  if  you  knew  the  merits  of  Warden 
Washed  Coal. 

Warden  Washed  Coal  is  free  from  slate,  bone,  iron, 
sulphur  and  many  other  impurities  which  are  found  in  coal  deposits. 

This  refuse  is  removed  by  a  system  of  “Jiggers”  or  “Plungers” 
• — result  pure  coal. 

After  using  one  lot  of  Warden  Washed  Coal  you'll 
come  over  on  our  side  forever. 

If  you  say  so,  we’ll  deliver  a  sample  gratis. 

T.  G.  WARDEN  A  COMPANY 

JOLIET,  ILLS. 


501  Washington  St. 


T  elephone 
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to  read,  “When  you  order  Warden  Washed  Coal 
you  receive  a  product  as  free  from  impurities 
as  man  can  make  it.  This  is  the  truth.  An 
order  placed  with  us  will  convince  you.  Each 
ton  we  send  out  contains  2,000  pounds — and 
it’s  all  coal.’’  This  may  be  a  trifle  longer,  but 
I  believe  that  it  says  something  more  than  the 
original,  inasmuch  as  it  makes  a  direct  state¬ 
ment  each  time  and  each  direct  statement  clinches 
an  argument  in  favor  of  buying  this  coal.  Due 
allowance  must  always  be  made  for  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  advertiser.  As  I  have  repeatedly 
said  in  this  column,  local  conditions,  the  class 
of  people  it  is  intended  to  reach,  and  the  quality 
of  the  product  should  have  much  to  do  with  the 
wording  of  the  advertisement. 

SiifiKestlons  118  to  tlie  Wording. 

The  August  advertisement  is  somewhat  more 
direct  than  that  sent  out  in  July.  Any  sugges¬ 
tions  I  might  offer  would  be  of  a  minor  char¬ 
acter.  The  paragraph,  “This  refuse  is  removed 
by  a  system  of  ‘jiggers’  or  ‘plungers’ — result, 
pure  coal,”  I  would  strengthen  by  saying,  “All 
refuse  is  absolutely  removed,”  etc.  The  next 
paragraph  which  reads,  “After  using  one  lot  of 
Warden  Washed  Coal  you  will  come  over  on 


our  side  forever,”  I  would  change  to  “After 
burning  Warden  Washed  Coal  once,  we  know 
you  will  be  on  on  our  side  forever.”  The  strong 
point  in  this  advertisement  is  the  concluding 
paragraph,  “If  you  say  so,  we  will  deliver  a 
sample  gratis.”  In  all  probability  this  company 
has  not  had  to  meet  very  many  demands  for 
samples  delivered  free.  Nevertheless  I  maintain 
that  this  is  an  effective  feature  because  it  will 
convince  the  average  reader  that  the  company 
has  confidence  in  its  own  product  and  feels  as¬ 
sured  that  if  it  is  used  once  it  will  be  introduced 
permanently.  A  man  can  never  sell  goods  who 
does  not  have  confidence  in  the  commodity  which 
he  is  selling.  If  he  inspires  others  with  the 
feeling  that  he  believes  in  the  quality,  he  has 
made  a  good  step  in  the  right  direction. 

The  September  card  shows  considerable  prog¬ 
ress  in  the  right  direction  as  compared  with  the 
one  sent  out  in  July.  If  you  note  carefully,  you 
will  see  that  the  statements  are  more  direct  and 
more  emphatic.  I  would  only  make  one  sug¬ 
gestion  concerning  this  card.  The  paragraph, 
"When  we  say  washed  coal,  not  coal  that  has 
been  wet — there  is  a  difference  in  washed  coal,” 
I  would  change  to  read,  “When  we  say  washed 
coal  we  mean  washed  coal,  not  coal  that  has  been 
wet — there  is  a  difference.”  To  say  that  “there 
is  a  difference  in  washed  coal,”  by  indirection 
admits  that  wet  coal  may  be  classified  as  washed. 
This  may  seem  to  be  a  fine  point  but  I  am  judg¬ 
ing  simply  from  the  effect  it  would  have  on  me, 
as  nearly  as  I  can,  if  I  were  a  consumer  and 


reading  this  advertisement.  There  are  some 
strong  points  in  this  advertisement.  The  three 
last  paragraphs  are  all  clinchers.  They  stimulate 
and  fill  out  the  argument  of  the  first  part  of  the 
advertisement.  They  make  a  good  impression 
after  one  has  read  the  arguments.  For  all  these 
reasons  they  conclude  the  advertisement  very 
nicely. 

Many  I'olnts  for  Commendation. 

In  particularizing  as  to  detail,  as  I  have  in 
this  case,  it  is  not  done  with  a  view  to  taking 
away  any  of  the  commendation  or  credit  which 
belongs  to  the  advertiser.  The  weak  points  in 
these  advertisements  are  so  slight  that  the  sug¬ 
gestions  are  in  the  line  of  an  improvement  in 
technique  rather  than  absolutely  essential.  Every 
one  who  has  read  this  column  knows  my  opinion 
in  the  matter  of  terseness  in  expression.  I  be- 
'  lieve  an  argument  should  be  driven  home  to  the 
reader  of  an  advertisement  with  all  the  force  it 
is  possible  to  place  behind  it.  That  js  the  idea 
I  had  in  suggesting  these  slight  and  inconse¬ 
quential  changes  in  wording. 

With  reference  to  the  other  details  of  the 
campaign,  they  are  entitled  to  much  commenda¬ 
tion.  I  note  that  Mr.  Barber  in  his  letter  refers 


to  the  fact  that  his  mailing  list  consists  of 
people  who  do  not  trade  with  him  at  present  or 
did  not  when  it  was  first  compiled.  I  think  it 
is  a  good  idea  to  include  on  that  mailing  list, 
also,  his  regular  customers,  unless  the  expense 
would  be  too  great.  The  other  fellow  is  endeav¬ 
oring  to  get  as  much  business  as  he  can  and 
may  be  sending  out  attractive  literature  advocat¬ 
ing  the  purchase  of  his  coals.  This  literature 
will  undoubtedly  go  to  customers  of  T.  G. 
Warden  &  Co.  Therefore  it  is  necessary  to 
counteract  it  as  much  as  possible  by  seeing  that 
such  customers,  although  they  may  be  on  the 
books  of  the  company,  receive  some  attention. 
If  the  list  of  customers  is  too  large  to  warrant 
the  outlay  for  stamps  and  printing,  to  meet  such 
a  contingency  as  I  have  outlined,  it  might  be  a 
good  idea  to  form  them  into  a  supplementary 
list  which  shall  receive  these  postal  cards  once 
in  three  months  or  twice  in  successive  months  at 
a  time  of  the  year  when  buying  is  most  active. 
These  are  only  suggestions,  however,  with  a 
view  to  retaining  the  business  already  in  hand, 
as  well  as  securing  new  customers. 

Campaign  lias  Been  Well  Planned. 

I  can  not  close  this  article  without  explaining 
that  I  believe  this  to  be  good  advertising  in 
every  sense  of  the  word.  There  are  many 
bright  ideas  in  connection  with  it,  which  well 
could  be  adopted  by  every  retail  merchant  ad¬ 
vertising  coal  and  which  must  result  very  effec¬ 
tively  in  securing  new  trade.  As  a  whole  the 


campaign  has  been  admirably  thought  out.  Each 
detail  of  the  general  plan  has  been  followed 
minutely  and  this  constitutes  successful  publicity 
more  than  the  mere  expressions  involved  in  the 
advertisements,  providing  that  the  advertiser  has 
a  broad  conception  of  his  work  and  what  he 
wants  to  accomplish.  I  believe  that  the  ad¬ 
vertiser  in  this  case  fulfills  both  of  the  stipula¬ 
tions  last  named.  I  trust  that  the  readers  of 
The  Black  Diamond  will  not  permit  the  few 
suggestions  I  have  offered  to  dete'  them  from 
adopting  these  ideas.  As  I  have  said  before, 
they  are  inconsequential  when  ‘compared  with 
the  general  policy  being  pursued  and  the  com¬ 
mendable  features  of  that  policy. 


'Retailers  May  Meet  Jointly. 

While  it  is  a  little  early  to  consider  definitely 
arrangements  for  the  coming  annual  conventions 
of  the  Illinois  &  Wisconsin  Retail  Qjal  Dealers 
Association  and  the  Coal  Dealers  Association  of 
Iowa  &  Nebraska,  the  secretaries  of  these  two 
organizations  are  considering  tentatively  a  prop¬ 
osition  to  hold  a  joint  meeting,  or  at  least  consid¬ 
er  a  meeting  which  practically  will  be  under  a 
joint  arrangement.  The  Iowa  and  Nebraska  coal 
dealers  are  considering  the  advisability  of  holding 
their  convention  next  June  at  Davenport.  Secre¬ 
tary  R.  E.  Harris  of  that  organization  has  had 
considerable  correspondence  with  Secretary  F.  E. 
Lukens,  of  the  Illinois  &  Wisconsin  association, 
suggesting  that  the  latter  meet  at  the  same  lime 
at  Rock  Island,  Ill.  These  two  cities  are  less 
than  a  mile  apart,  both  being  located  on  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  river,  and  are  connected  by  a  street  car 
line,  so  that  dealers  easily  could  attend  either 
meeting  if  this  arrangement  should  be  decided 
upon.  In  addition  to  holding  the  joint  conven¬ 
tions  and  an  interchange  of  visits  between  the 
members  of  the  two  organizations,  it  is  possible 
that  a  joint  river  trip  may  be  arranged,  partici¬ 
pated  in  by  dealers  from  all  four  states.  One 
suggestion  is  that  a  trip  be  taken  from  Davenport 
and  Rock' Island  to  St.  Paul  by  way  of  the  river, 
returning  either  by  boat  or  rail.  This  it  is  thought 
would  prove  a  delightful  diversion  following  the 
conventions.  •  The  stage  of  water  on  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  in  June  is  high  enough  to  make  it  prac¬ 
ticable  to  go  up  to  St.  Paul,  if  necessary  arrange¬ 
ments  can  be  made  on  favorable  terms  with  the 
steamboat  companies.  The  secretaries  of  both 
these  organizations  seem  inclined  to  favor  the 
joint  convention  idea,  provided  ail  the  necessary 
arrangements  can  be  made. 


j  JCoke  Output  to  be  ^Heavy.^ 

It  is  estimated  that  the  Connellsville  coke  dis¬ 
trict,  which  produces  more  than  fifty  per  cent 
of  the  coke  used  in  the  United  States,  will  pro¬ 
duce  this  year  15,000,000  tons.  This  estimate  is 
based  on  the  fact  that  the  output  for  the  first 
six  months  was  9,200,000  tons.  If  this  estimate 
is  realized  it  will  mean  a  new  high  record  for 
this  district.  The  United  States  Steel  Corpora¬ 
tion  controls  about  eighty  per  cent  of  Connells¬ 
ville  production.  The  production  of  the  Con¬ 
nellsville  district,  with  prices  and  gross  value, 
is  shown  in  the  following  table; 


Aver,  price 

Year.  Gross  tons.  per  ton.  Gross  value. 

1905*  .  15,000,000  $1.95  $29,350,000 

1904  .  12,427,468  1.75  21,748,069 

1903  .  13,345,230  3.00  40,035,690 

1902  .  14,138,740  2.37  33,508,714 


*  Partly  estimated. 


Pennsylvania  Shipments. 

The  Pennsylvania  railroad's,  statement  of  the 
coal  and  coke  originating  on  its  lines  east  of 
Pittsburg  and  Erie  for  the  week  ended  September 
second,  with  comparisons,  follows: 

1905.  1905.  1904. 

Week  end.  Year  to  Year  to 
Sept.  2.  Sept.  2.  Sept.  3. 
Anthracite,  short  tons. . . .  92,439  3,107,606  3,019,685 

Bituminous,  short  tons. .  .612,198  19,088,698  17,901,750 

Coke,  short  tons . .212,460  7,303,859  5,607,341 

V 

Win.  Job,  of  the  Job  Ohio  Coal  Co.,  has  re¬ 
turned  from  a  trip  to  Europe,  much  improved  in 
health. 


Let’s  Get  Together  on  the  Coal  Question 

Don’t  you  want  to  get  the  best  coal  your  money  can  buy  ? 
Certainly,  )'ou  do  ! 

Have  you  ever  used  Warden  Washed  Coal? 

When  we  say  washed  coal  we  mean  washed  coal,  not  coal  that 
has  been  wet — there  is  a  difference  in  washed  coal. 

Warden  Washed  Coa/ is  washed  absolutely  the  vtery  best 
we  know  how  and  the  result  is  a  saving  to  our  customers  of  from 
12  to  '^Ofo  on  their  coal  bills. 

Next  time  you  want  coal,  let’s  get  together. 

It  means  money  saving  for  you. 

We  deliver  when  you  say  you  want  it. 

T.  G.  WARDEN  &  COMPANY 

JOLIET.  ILLS 


501  Washington  St. 


Telephone 
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Western  Retail  ^^otes. 

The  Vesta  Grain  &  Fuel  Co.,  Vesta,  Minn., 
is  building  new  coal  sheds. 

The  Federal  Elevator  Co.,  Warren,  Minn.,  will 
shortly  build  new  coal  sheds  at  Hereford,  Minn, 

H.  L.  Dougherty,  Britton,  S.  D.,  has  sold  his 
elevator  and  coal  business  at  that  point  to  John 
Kelly. 

A  disastrous  'ire  occurred  recently  at  Marion, 
Ind.,  which  partially  destroyed  the  Lowe  Coal 
Co.’s  yard. 

W.  T.  Ryan,  Toledo,  Ohio,  has  established  a 
new  retail  coal  yard  in  that  city.  It  is  located  on 
Ontario  street. 

Stinson  &  Churchill,  Grand  Forks,  N.  D.,  will 
shortly  engage  in  the  retail  coal  and  machinery 
business  at  Oslo,  Minn. 

A.  O.  Rolfe,  a  coal  dealer  at  Ada,  Minn.,  while 
attempting  to  repair  a  coal  box  cut  off  the  index 
finger  of  his  right  hand. 

The  six  retail  coal  dealers  at  Albert  Lea,  Minn., 
recently  entered  into  an  agreement  to  sell  coal  in 
the  future  for  cash  only. 

A.  J.  Beckley,  a  coal  merchant  of  Springfield, 
Ohio,  has  been  suggested  for  the  democratic 
nomination  for  county  auditor. 

The  Farmers’  Elevator  Co.,  of  Zumbrota, 
Minn.,  will  handle  coal  at  retail  in  connection 
with  its  elevator  business  this  season. 

The  Guhin  Fuel  Co.,  Eureka,  S.  D.,  was  re¬ 
cently  awarded  the  contract  for  supplying  twenty 
tons  of  anthracite  to  the  city  at  $11.45  per  ton. 

Frank  Benton,  a  local  coal  dealer  of  Havre, 
Mont.,_  was  recently  awarded  the  contract  for 
supplying  coal  to  the  school  buildings  for  the 
year  at  $3.00  per  ton. 

The  Traders’  Fuel  Co.,  of  Chicago,  Ill.,  re¬ 
cently  changed  its  firm  name  to  the  Windsor 
Coal  Co.  The  capital  stock  has  been  increa,sed 
from  $5,000  to  $51,000. 

Coal  dealers  at  Winona,  Minn.,  have  advanced 
the  price  of  anthracite  to  $9.60  per  ton  at  re¬ 
tail,  and  it  is  believed  it  will  be  sold  at  this  fig¬ 
ure  throughout  the  winter. 

Santee  Bros.,  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa,  recently  in¬ 
stalled  electric  power  in  their  plant  in  place  of 
steam,  and  are  not  now  entitled  to  quotations,  as 
they  are  no  longer  steam  users. 

A.  H.  Krohe,  of  Sangamon  Valley,  Ill.,  was 
recently  awarded  the  contract  for  furnishing 
coal  for  the  court  house  at  Bluff  Springs,  his 
bid  being  ten  cents  per  bushel. 

The  Farmers’  Grain  &  Coal  Co.  was  recently 
incorporated  at  Pocahontas,  Iowa,  with  an  au-  , 
thorized  capital  of  $10,000.  The  company  will 
do  a  general  retail  coal  and  gra'n  business. 

The  school  board  at  Wells,  Minn.,  will  receive 
bids  up  to  September  fifteenth  for  furnisbing 
coal  for  the  school  buildings.  The  amount  re¬ 
quired  is  265  tons  of  Walnut  block  or  a  similar 
coal. 

The  Marion  Coal  Co.,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  was 
recently  incorporated.  The  authorized  capital 
is  $10,000.  The  incorporators  are  Robert  C. 
Browning,  Wm.  L.  Williamson  and  James  S. 
Rector. 

The  Federal  Elevator  Co.,  Warren,  Minn.,  was 
awarded  the  contract  recently  for  supplying  fifty 
tons  of  Youghiogheny  screened  lump  coal  for 
the  court  house,  the  price  being  $5.75  per  ton 
delivered. 

The  C.  G.  Hartin  Coal  Co.,  St.  Paul,  Minn., 
recently  engaged  in  the  wholesale  and  retail  coal 
business  at  114  East  Fourth  street.  G.  R.  New¬ 
ton  and  J.  H.  Henke  are  associated  with  C.  G. 
Hartin  in  the  new  company. 

Bids  will  be  received  at  Jamestown,  N.  D.,  up 
to  September'twentieth,  for  furnishing  300  tons 
of  lignite  coal  for  use  at  school  houses  at  that 
point  during  the  coming  winter.  John  G.  Bensch 
is  secretary  of  the  school  board. 

Bids  for  the  furnishing  of  200  tons  of  lignite 
coal  will  be  received  at  Cando,  N.  D.,  up  to  Oc¬ 
tober  second.  The  coal  will  be  used  for  the 


county  buildings  and  100  tons  must  be  delivered 
by  October  tenth.  Frank  Shanley  is  county  aud¬ 
itor. 

Bids  will  be  received  until  October  second  by 
the  board  of  commissioners  of  Benson  county,  at 
Heron,  N.  D.,  for  furnishing  seventy-five  tons  of 
lignite  coal  during  the  winter.  J,  W.  Olson  is 
county  auditor,  to  whom  they  should  be  sub¬ 
mitted 

Recently  the  waterworks  department  of  Cleve¬ 
land,  Ohio,  advertised  for  bids  for  furnishing 
coal  for  the  city  waterworks.  Only  one  bid 
was  received  and  that  a  high  oxie,  and  the  de¬ 
partment  is  conducting  an  inve.stigation  to  learn 
why  only  one  was  presented. 

A  number  of  judgments  have  been  filed 
against  the  Carroll  Light,  Heat  &  Power  Co., 
Carroll,  Iowa.  The  company  has  been  selling 
coal  to  consumers  in  that  city  for  much  less  than 
the  dealers  can  afford  to  sell  it.  One  of  these 
judgments  is  for  $852.39,  in  favor  of  the  General 
Electric  Co. 

A  party  of  fourteen  retail  coal  dealers  of  St. 
Paul,  Minn.,  recntly  took  a  trip  to  Duluth,  Minn., 
as  guests  of  H.  W.  Shadle.  sales  agent  at  St. 
Paul  of  the  Jones  &  Adams  Co.  The  party  trav¬ 
eled  in  a  special  sleeper  attached  to  the  Great 
Northern  night  train.  The  members  inspected  the 
coal  docks  about  the  harbor  of  Duluth,  being  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  different  properties  in  a  gasoline 
launch.  The  trip  was  a  very  interesting  and 
pleasant  one  from  the  standpoint  of  the  guests. 


Eastern  Rfitail  J^otes. 

A.  L.  Miller,  of  Shippensburg,  Pa.,  who  has 
conducted  a  general  coal  business  in  that  city 
since  last  spring,  has  sold'  out  to  Samuel  Win- 
gerd,  who  will  conduct  these  retail  yards  in  the 
future. 

It  is  reported  that  a  corporation  will  take  over 
the  coal  business  of  Frank  K.  Robinson,  335 
South  West  street,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  The  author¬ 
ized  capital  of  the  corporation,  it  is  said,  will  be 
$25,000. 

The  Boston  Coal  Transfer  Co.  was  recently  in¬ 
corporated  at  Boston,  Mass.,  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  $100,000.  The  president  is  Harlan  R. 
Leighton,  and  treasurer  is  Webster  R.  Dorr, 
both  of  Boston. 

An  advance  of  twenty-five  cents  in  the  retail 
price  of  anthracite  has  gone  into  effect  at  Al¬ 
toona,  Pa.,  and  it  is  probable  that  this  will  be 
the  last  during  the  fall  and  winter.  Bituminous 
prices  are  unchanged. 

The  price  of  coal  at  retail  is  soon  to  advance 
at  Norwich,  Conn.  The  dealers  there  contem¬ 
plated  making  an  advance  some  time  ago,  but 
decided  to  wait  until  the  first  of  October,  when 
new  prices,  fifty  cents  per  ton  higher  than  the 
old  price,  will  go  into  effect. 

The  last  ten  cent  advance  in  the  wholesale 
price  of  coal  has  taken  place  at  Boston,  Mass., 
and  anthracite  is  now  quoted  at  $5.00  f.,  o.  b. 
New  York.  This  will  be  followed  a  little  later 
by  an  increase  in  local  retail  prices,  although 
no  such  advance  has  yet  been  made. 

A  barn  owned  by  the  Boston  &  Albany  rail¬ 
road,  and  which  was  occupied  by  the  Brighton 
Coal  Co.,  at  Brighton,  Mass.,  was  struck  by 
lightning  recently  and  was  totally  destroyed. 
Four  horses  belonging  to  the  coal  company  were 
cremated.  The  loss  to  both  firms  is  about  $6,000. 

The  Lawrence  &  Harden  Co.  was  recently  or¬ 
ganized  at  Sussex,  N.  J.,  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  $50,000.  The  company  will  do  a  general 
coal  and  lumber  business.  The  incorporators 
are  Seymour  H.  Lawrence,  Ora  Harden,  Eva 
Vandruff,  Harry  M.  Kernick,  Harry  D.  Harden 
and  Charles  A.  Wilson,  of  Sussex. 

Charges  have  been  preferred  against  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  board  of  education,  Wilmington,  Del¬ 
aware,  alleging  that  he  opened  the  bids  for  fur¬ 
nishing  coal  for  the  schools  of  that  city  and 
showed  them  to  a  local  dealer  who  then  arranged 
his  bid  accordingly.  A  rigid  investigation  will 
be  conducted  by  a  committee  appointed  by  the 
president  of  the  board. 


The  members  of  the  Philadelphia  Coal  Ex¬ 
change,  accompanied  by  their  wives  and  friends, 
enjoyed  a  four  days’  outing  this  week  at  Hotel 
Champlain,  New  York.  They  went  over  the 
Reading  railroad  to  New  York,  then  by  boat  up 
the  Hudson  to  Albany.  'I'here  they  took  the 
Delaware  &  Hudson  to  Lake  George,  then  by 
steamer  to  Baldwin  and  thence  by  rail  to  destina¬ 
tion. 

The  Pennsylvania  Retail  Coal  Merchants’  As¬ 
sociation  has  applied  for  a  charter  at  Harris¬ 
burg,  Pa.  The  object  is  to  form  a  coalition  of 
the  retail  dealers  of  the  state.  J.  F.  Wallis,  of 
Harrisburg,  is  one  of  the  members.  The  direc¬ 
tors  number  ten  and  are  as  follows :  Samuel  B. 
Crowell,  Philadelphia:  J.  F.  Wallis,  Harrisburg; 
J.  Arthur  Strunk,  Reading;  E.  Z.  Zimm,  New 
York,  to  serve  three  years ;  Benneville  F.  Berto- 
let,  Reading;  W.  B.  Eckenroth,  Lebanon;  Calvin 
Fegley,  Portstown,  to  serve  two  years ;  W.  H. 
Kneas,  Norristown ;  J.  H.  Palmer,  Wallingford, 
and  F.  S.  Pyfer,  Lancaster,  to  serve  one  year. 


Southern  Retail  Notes. 

John  O’Donnell,  for  many  years  engaged  in 
the  retail  coal  and  wood  business  at  Mobile, 
Ala.,  died  at  that  place  a  few  days  ago. 

Thos.  W.  Forster,  a  prominent  dealer  in  coal 
and  coke  at  New  Orlean,s,  La.,  was  recently  mar¬ 
ried  in  that  city  to  Miss  Rosita  Mecheler,  a 
beautiful  and  accomplished  young  lady  of  New 
Orleans. 

The  Empire  Coal  Co.,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  was 
recently  awarded  the  contract  for  supplying  coal 
for  the  Capitol  building  at  that  point  for  the 
winter.  The  company  will  furnish  four-inch 
screened  coal  at  ten  cents  per  bushel. 

The  cool  weather  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  brought 
cheer  to  the  coal  dealers  and  increased  their  busi¬ 
ness  by  leaps  and  bounds.  There  has  been  no 
advance  in  the  price  of  coal  up  to  this  time,  with 
the  exception  of  Pocahontas,  which  is  now  sell¬ 
ing  at  $5.00,  an  advance  of  fifty  cents  in  the  re¬ 
tail  price. 

Coal  dealers'  of  Atlanta  and  Augusta,  Ga.,  will 
hold  a  conference  with  the  agent  of  the  Southern 
railway  in  the  near  future  with  reference  to  the 
matter  of  reweighmg  coal  cars.  It  is  hoped  that 
a  satisfactory  solution  of  the  short  weight  prob¬ 
lem  will  be  arrived  at  with  the  co-operation  of 
the  railroad. 


Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 

The  B.  F.  Berry  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incor¬ 
porated  at  Chicago,  Ill.,  with  an  authorized  cap¬ 
ital  of  $300,000.  The  incorporators  are  H.  H. 
Field,  W.  D.  Millard  and  A.  W.  Cupler. 

The  Trexler  &  Turrell  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  was 

recently  incorporated  at  Seattle,  Wash.,  with  an 
authorized  capital  of  $100,000.  The  incorporators 
are  John  L.  Case,  Henry  W.  Lung  and  Beatrice 
Lung.  ' 

The  Southern  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  was  recently 
incorporated  at  East  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  with  an 
authorized  capital  of  $1,100,000.  The  incorpo¬ 
rators  are  L.  N.  Muren,  A.  B.  Daab  and  R.  W. 
Ropiequet. 

The  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Denver, 
Col.,  was  incorporated  recently  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  $100,000.  The  incorporators  are 
Charles  L.  Baum,  William  Barth  and  Charles  J. 
Barth  of  Denver. 

The  New  Central  Coal  Co.  was  recently  in¬ 
corporated  at  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  with  an  author¬ 
ized  capital  of  $10,000.  The  directors  are  Wm. 
L.  Williamson,  Jas.  S.  Rector  and  Robert  C. 
Browning  of  Terre  Haute. 

The  Paris  Coal  Co.  was  incorporated  recently 
at  Paris,  Mo.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of 
$500,000.  The  company  will  develop  what  is 
probably  one  of  the  largest  veins  of  coal  in  the 
west  and  the  product  will  be  placed  on  the  Han¬ 
nibal,  Kansas  City  and  Omaha  markets. 
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Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  }(otes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

The  Carhoiiciale  Coal  Mining  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Car- 
bondale,  Pa.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $10,000. 

The  Latana  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  New  York  city  with 
an  authorized  capital  of  $100,000.  The  incorporators  are  S.  M.  Banner  and 
David  B.  Calm,  .'52  Broadway,  and  Louis  Ranger,  18  East  Sixtieth  street, 
New  York. 

The  Birch  Run  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  New  York, 
N.  Y.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $100,000,  The  directors  are  George 
W.  Turley  and  Edgar  W.  Turley,  of  Irvona,  Pa.;  Isaac  Myers  and  Alfred 
Jacobs,  of  New  York. 

General  Eastern  Loal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Rocks  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  Connellsville,  Pa.,  will  shortly  build 
thirty  additional  ovens  at  its  plant  at  Lynn,  Pa. 

A.  P.  Davis,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  recently  purchased  1,200  acres  of  coal 
land  near  Washington,  Pa.,  at  a  consideration  of  $100  an  acre. 

McClellan  &  Co.,  of  Avoca,  Pa.,  recently  leased  the  Evans  colliery  at 
Beaver  Meadow.  This  colliery  w'as  abandoned  a  few  weeks  ago. 

The  coal  washery  of  the  Dominion  Coal  Co.,  Glace  Bay,  Nova  Scotia, 
was  recently  destroyed  hy  fire,  entailing  a  loss  of  $G,000,  partially  covered 
by  insurance. 

The  new  coal  mine  of  the  Carnegie  Coal  Co.  at  Oakdale,  Pa.,  was  re¬ 
cently  opened  and  coal  is  now  being  shipped.  The  mine  is  equipped  with 
electric  apparatus. 

H.  B.  Schooley  and  hi.  B.  Smythe,  of  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  recently  pur¬ 
chased  400  acres  of  coal  land  near  Old  Forge,  Pa.  The  new  owners  will 
start  development  work  at  once. 

The  Semet-Solvay  coke  works  will  resume  operations  within  a  few 
days  at  Benwood,  W.  Va.  A  number  of  improvements  have  been  made  in 
the  plant  and  the  capacity  has  been  increased. 

Christian  Echard,  Ruffsdale,  Pa.,  was  recently  elected  general  manager 
of  the  High  House  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Pittsburg,  which  will  shortly  erect  150 
coke  ovens  in  German  township,  in  Fayette  county. 

A  receiver  has  been  requested  for  the  Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Butler, 
Pa.  It  is  alleged  that  while  the  earnings  of  the  company  have  been  suffi¬ 
cient  to  meet  all  expenses,  through  mismanagement  it  is  unable  to  do  so. 

The  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
recently  brought  suit  against  the  West  Side  Belt  railroad  to  compel  it  to 
agree  to  the  sale  of  a  piece  of  land  on  the  Ohio  river.  The  land  is  used  as 
a  mooring. 


President  Baer,  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pa.,  has  requested  all  the  miners  of  the  company  to  register  at  the 
mine  opening  upon  their  arrival  for  work  in  the  morning  and  at  the  close 
of  the  day’s  labors. 

The  Buffalo  &  Susquehanna  railroad  recently  purchased  12,000  acres  of 
coal  and  oil  land  in  Pennsylvania.  The  property  has  been  mortgaged  for 
$5,000,000,  this  sum  to  be  used  in  the  equipment  of  mines  and  their  develop¬ 
ment  by  the  company. 

George  H.  Proctor,  president  of  the  Summit  Coal  Co.,  Mount  Pleas¬ 
ant,  Pa.,  who  was  recently  arrested,  charged  with  fraud,  has  been  released 
on  $15,000  bail  and  has  gone  to  New  York.  Bail  was  furnished  by  the  Title 
Guarantee  &  I'rust  Co.,  of  Scranton. 

A  train  of  coal  cars  at  the  mine  of  the  Mifflin  Coal  Co.  at  Homestead, 
Pa.,  recently  broke  from  its  fastenings  and  ran  down  an  incline,  crashing 
into  the  buildings  at  the  foot  of  the  incline.  Two  workmen  were  caught  in 
the  wreckage  and  were  badly  injured. 

The  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Co.,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  has  redeemed 
over  $1,000,000  worth  of  maturing  bonds.  The  $7,500,000  funding  and  im¬ 
provement  four  per  cent  bonds,  of  which  $5,395,000  are  outstanding,  are  now 
a  first  lien  on  a  number  of  its  properties. 

J.  Blenkensop,  formerly  superintendent  of  the  Commonwealth  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  of  East  India,  near  Florence,  Pa.,  has  mysteriously  disappeared. 
It  is  alleged  he  has  embezzled  $1,300  of  the  company’s  funds.  He  was  in 
the  employ  of  the  company  for  several  years. 

The  Wabash  railroad  recently  placed  an  order  for  3,000  new  steel  coal 
cars.  The  company  now  hrs  between  6,000  and  7,000  cars,  but  it  is  believed 
that  with  the  increased  demands  this  winter  the  additional  equipment  will 
be  pressed  into  service  as  soon  as  it  is  in  readiness. 

The  Monarch  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  was  recently  made  de¬ 
fendant  in  a  damage  suit  filed  by  the  Safe  Deposit  &  Trust  Co.  The  suit  is 
for  $60,000  and  was  brought  by  the  plaintiff  company  as  trustee  for  the  use 
of  the  bondholders,  secured  by  a  mortgage  dated  August  first,  1904. 

It,  is  stated  that  the  new  Diamond  breaker  at  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  will 
resume  operations  about  October  first.  Several  hundred  men  and  boys 
wdl  be  furnished  employment.  This  breaker  was  erected  on  the  site  of 
the  old  Diamond  breaker  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  about  two  years  ago. 

The  Wick  Coal  Co.,  a  large  corporation  which  was  recently  formed  in 
Youngstown,  Ohio,  and  is  composed,  for  the  most  part,  of  Youngstown 
capitalists,  is  absorbing  all  the  coal  properties  in  that  vicinity.  The  latest 
merger  is  that  of  the  Fowler  Coal  Co.,  of  Mercer  county.  Pa.,  the  purchase 
price  being  $100,000. 

'I'he  Navy  department  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  has  contracted  with 
nine  sailing  vessels  and  three  steamers  for  the  transportation  of  32.000 
tons  of  coal  for  the  naval  station  at  Cav'te.  Philippine  Islands.  There 
are  about  100,000  tons  of  coal  now  on  hand  at  this  station.  The  vessels 


''Delaware,  Lackawanna  Western  Railroad  Co. 

,  ,  MINES  AND  CARRIES  TO  MARKET 

i  s 

S.  O.  SCHOIVOK,  Agt. 

Shipments  “All  Rail,”  and  from  yards  and  docks  at  Chicago  and  Toledo. 


Soft  Coal  Department :  BLACK  BAND 

C.  L.  DERINC, 

When  you  buy  “SCRANTON" 

Minad  In  West  Virginia. 

Manager  Chicago  Office, 

be  sure  you  get  the  GENUINE 

NOTE!  Not  genuine  unless  Invoice  Is  accom> 
panled  by  certificate  from  this  office.  1 

1000-10  Old  Colony. 

D.  L.  &  W.  Scranton. 

V 


Kmiilre  Mine,  Mpringiteld,  III, 


Prompt  Shipment  all  Standard  Grades 


EASTERN 

Vousliiogheny  Gas 
Pocahontats 
New  Kiver  iiimokelesa 
Wlnifreile  Sipliiit 
Hocking 

Piedmont  Smitliing 
Liilly  Smithing 
Biossbnrg  $!iniitiiing 
I'anneii 


WESTERN 

ISpringfleld  (lii.) 

Carterviiie  (lil.) 

Lower  Vein  Brazil  Kloek  ilnd.) 
SnlliTan  t'onnt}-  (Ind.) 
Linton  (Ind.) 

Clinton  (Ind.) 


COKE 


(  Conncllaville  72  and  48  Hour 
I  New  Hiver  72  and  48  Hour 
(Gas  House  and  Crushed  Coke 


ANTHRACITE 


WKITE  FOR.  PRICES 


The  Jones  ^  Adams  Company 

Miners  and  Shippers  Railway  Exchange,  CHICAGO 


Mention  The  Black  D’.mond  when  •"••iting  advertisers. 


No.  11] 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


37 


have  begun  transporting  this  coal  and  will  continue  until  the  latter  part 
of  December. 

The  convention  of  anthracite  nainers,  which  will  be  held  for  the  purpose 
of  drafting  new  demands  for  presentation  to  the  operators  next  spring,  will 
take  place  at  Shamokin,  Pa.,  between  December  fifth  and  tenth.  The  con¬ 
vention  will  demand  recognition  of  the  miners’  union  by  the  operators,  the 
substitution  of  an  eight-hour  work  day  instead  of  a  day  of  nine  hours, 
an  increase  of  pay  over  the  minimum  wages  and  a  uniform  scale  of  wages 
for  workers. 

V 

The  Vandalia  Mineral  Co.,  which  was  recently  organized  at  Vandalia, 
Ill.,  has  purchased  coal  rights  in  St.  Clair  county,  the  consideration  being 
$11,371.95. 

The  first  coal  was  hoisted  a  few  days  ago  at  the  mine  of  the  Canton 
Coal  Co.  at  Canton,  Ill.  Several  entries  are  being  driven  and  development 
work  is  progressing  rapidly. 

The  Kortkamp  Coal  Co.,  Hillsboro,  Ill.,  will  install  mining  machines  in 
its  shaft  and  the  mine  will  be  equipped  with  all  modern  improvements.  The 
coal  is  found  in  an  eight  foot  vein.  t 

The  Waterville  Coal  Co.,  Wenatchee,  Wash.,  is  prospecting  for  coal  just 
across  the  Columbia  river  from  Wenatchee,  and  when  the  depth  of  the  vein 
is  determined  a  mine  will  be  opened. 

J.  J.  Higgins,  of  Clinton,  Ind.,  recently  obtained  options  on  several  hun¬ 
dred  acres  of  coal  land  near  that  point  and  has  been  drilling  the  field  for 
several  weeks.  The  coal  found  is  of  the  best  quality,  and  it  is  probable  a 
mine  will  be  opened  in  the  near  future. 

Literary  J^otes. 

LITERARY  NOTES. 

Perhaps  it  is  fortunate  that  those  people  who  spend  all  their  lives  in  a  densely  pop¬ 
ulated  metropolis,  are,  to  a  great  extent,  unconscious  of  the  foetid  atmosphere  in  which 
they  live.  After  spending  a  protracted  period  in  the  mountains  and  forests,  our  nos¬ 
trils  are  shocked  by  the  disagreeable  odors  emanating .  from  the  gutters,  the  shops,  the 
stale  beer  of  the  saloons,  and  the  very  persons  of  the  people  on  the  streets.  But  this 
sensitiveness  of  one’s  olfactories  does  not  long  continue.  As  the  ears  become  accustomed 
one’s  nose  ceases  to  record  the  disagreeable  odors.  As  the  faculties  adjust  themselves 
to  the  roar  of  the  streets,  and  the  eyes  to  the  rank  growth  of  the  ungainly  buildings, 
one’s  nose  ceases  to  record  the  disagreeable  odors.  As  the  faculties  adjust  themselves 
to  the  unnatural  and  unsanitary  surroundings  of  the  city;  as  the  five  senses  become 
blunted  and  dull,  their  owner  appears  to  gradually  lose  individuality  and  exist  only 
as  an  unimportant  atom  in  the  turbid  flood  of  humanity.  Some  men  are  atoms  all 
their  lives,  but  if  the  President  of  the  United  States  can  go  camping  with  the  boys, 
why  should  not  all  American  men  who  can  get  a  week  off  follow  his  example?  Many 

of  the  Sons  of  Daniel  Boone  are  quite  young,  and  their  parents  may  object  to  these 

little  fellows  camping  alone,  but  there  could  be  no  objection  if  the  father  of  some  one 
of  the  boys  went  with  them  to  teach  them  wood  craft  and  keep  them  under  his  eyes, 
and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  the  man  who  volunteers  to  take  a  fort  of  Boone  boys  camping 

will  have  the  time  of  hi^  life,  and  the  boys  will  help  him  enjoy  himself. — Dan  Beard,  in 

Recreation  for  September. 

The  October  Century,  which  will  be  issued  on  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-sixth 
anniversary  of  the  battle  of  the  Serapis  and  the  Bonfiomme  Richard,  will  contain  the 
first  detailed  and  authoritative  account  ever  published  of  the  recovery  ©f  the  body  of 
John  Paul  Jones,  written  by  General  Horace  Porter,  LL.  D.  It  is  to  the  unselfish  zeal 
and  patriotism  of  General  Porter  that  the  United  States  owes  the  recovery  of  the 
remains  of  its  first  naval  hero.  While  ambassador  to  France,  General  Porter,  on  his 
own  initiative  and  at  his  own  expense,  began  a  personal  search  for  John  Paul  Jones’s 
body,  in  June,  1899.  The  details  of  this  search,  its  final  success,  the  rigorous  verifi¬ 
cation  of  identity,  are  all  covered  in  General  Porter’s  story,  which  is  to  be  fully 
illustrated  from  photographs. 

From  the  artistic  viewpoint,  as  well  as  that  of  fashion,  the  October  Delineator 
surpasses  even  the  high  standard  it  has  previously  attained.  Many  pages  are  given 
to  the  styles  of  the  month,  twenty  pages  in  color  being  a  noteworthy  departure,  addi- 

(Continued  on  page  38) 


Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Southern  Enterprises. 

The  Piedmont  Mining  &  Metallurgical  Corporation  was  recently  in¬ 
corporated  at  St.  Just,  Tenn.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $500,000. 

'I'he  Alabama  Cannel  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Briming- 
ham,  .A-la.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $10,000.  The  incorporators  are  E.  F. 
F.nslen,  W.  W.  Sterrett  and  F.  W.  Brandon. 

The  Western  Coal  &  Lumber  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Okla¬ 
homa  City,  Okla.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $25,000.  The  incorporators 
are  John  Hicks,  Lloyd  Hicks  and  L.  G.  Russell. 

TJie  Fort  Smith  Gas  &  Oil  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Fort 
Smith,  Ark.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $10,000.  The  incorporators  are 
W.  R.  Abbott,  president;  M.  C.  Wallace,  G.  H.  Coleman  and  Fanny  E. 
Coleman. 

The  Monterey  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Jersey  City,  N.  J., 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $150,000.  The  company  will  carry  6n  a  general 
mining  business  in  Tennessee.  The  incorporators  are  Otho  S.  Lee  Jr.,  George 
W.  Flaacks  and  Franklin  Wagner. 

The  McAlester  Fuel  Co.,  of  South  McAlester,  I.  T.,  has  absorbed  the 
Midland  Valley  Coal  Co.,  of  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  and  in  a  few  days  the  offices 
will  be  consolidated.  F.  G.  Puterbaugh,  of  the  McAlester  Fuel  Co.,  will  be 
retained  as  general  sales  agent.  A  large  number  of  clerks  from  Fort  Smith 
will  be  taken  to  South  McAlester,  where  the  general  offices  of  the  company 
will  be  located. 

General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

GENERAL  SOUTHERN  COAL  AND  COKE  NOTES. 

The  Gayoso  Coal  Co.,  of  Jasper,  Ala.,  recently  increased  its  capital  stock 
from  $100,000  to  $500,000. 

The  Atlantic  Coastline  railway,  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  will  shortly  erect 
a  huge  coal  chute  in  that  city.  The  chute  will  have  a  capacity  of  10,000  tons. 

A  new  coal  road  shortly  will  he  built  from  Purcell  to  Lehigh,  I.  T.,  the 

work  to  commence  in  a  few  days.  This  road  will  open  up  some  valuable 
coal  fields  in  the  vicinity  of  Lehigh. 

Notwithstanding  that  great  development  is  now  in  progress  in  the  coal 
fields  of  the  south,  there  still  remain  large  tracts  of  coal  lands  untouched  in 
Kentucky,  Alabama  and  Tennessee. 

The  Tennessee  Coal,  Iron  &  Railway  Co.  recently  placed  an  order  for  600 
mine  cars.  This  is  said  to  be  the  largest  individual  order  ever  placed  for 
this  equipment  in  the  state  of  Alabama. 

■  The  Joseph  Walton  Coal  Co.,  Louisville,  Ky.,  will  shortly  build  an  im¬ 
mense  coal  float.  The  proposed  float  will  be  over  twenty-six  feet  wide  and 
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150  feet  long,  and  will  have  a  hopper  at  one  end.  It  is  hoped  the  float  will 
be  ready  for  use  by  December  first. 

W.  P.  Robertson,  of  South  Carrollton,  Ky.,  recently  completed  the 
sinking  of  a  shaft  on  liis  property  at  that  point  to  the  depth  of  225  feet.  A 
five  and  a  half  foot  vein  of  coal  was  uncovered.  Machinery  will  be  installed 
immediately  and  development  work  begun. 

The  Tesla  briquette  factory  and  coal  bunkers  at  Stockton,  Cal.,  were 
recently  destroyed  by  fire.  This  was  built  on  the  site  of  the  old  i)lant 
which  was  destroyed  by  fire  about  three  years  ago.  'I'he  recent  fire,  it  is 
said,  was  beyond  control  when  the  alarm  was  sent  in.  The  loss  is  estimated 
at  $50,000,  covered  by  insurance. 

Tbe  property  of  the  American  Smokeless  Coal  Co.,  Fort  Smith,  Ark., 
comprising  ;!,000  acres  of  coal  land,  two  mines  and  e(|uipment,  was  sold  at 
sheriff’s  sale  a  few  days  ago  at  Creenwood,  Ark.  The  price  paid  for  the 
property  was  $8,000,  and  the  sale  was  made  to  satisfy  a  mortgage  held  by 
the  North  American  'Frust  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

J.  B.  Wadswdrth,  secretary  of  the  Blocton-Cahaba  Coal  Co.,  Birming¬ 
ham,  Ala.,  recently  purchased  the  outstanding  holdings  of  that  company,  in¬ 
cluding  the  stock  of  the  president,  F.  M.  Jackson,  and  will  in  the  future  con¬ 
trol  the  company.  He  has  been  elected  president  and  general  manager.  A 
secretary  and  treasurer  will  be  elected,  as  there  are  two  shares  of  stock  in 
other  hands. 

Eugene  Zimmerman,  president  of  the  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  &  Dayton 
railroad,  has  secured  an  option  on  over  60,000  acres  of  coal  land  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  for  which  $25,000  in  cash  was  paid.  It  is  believed  the  deal  will  be 
consummated  within  a  few  days.  It  is  said  to  be  the  purpose  of  this  railroad 
to  build  a  new  branch  line  up  the  Big  Sandy  river  to  connect  with  the  Sea¬ 
board  Air  Line  railroad  in  Virginia,  which  will  afford  an  outlet  for  the 
mines  which  the  company  will  open. 

T.  T.  Hillman,  president  of  the  Pratt  Consolidated  Coal  Co.,  Birming¬ 
ham,  and  a  prominent  capitalist  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  closely  identified  with 
the  iron  industry  and  at  one  time  identified  with  the  Tennessee  Coal,  Iron 
&  Railway  Co.  at  Birmingham,  Ala.,  died  a  few  days  ago  at  Atlantic  City, 
N.  J.,  where  he  had  gone  for  recreation  and  rest  from  business  cares.  The 
interment  was  at  Nashville. 


Literary  Notes. 

(Continued  from  page  37) 

tional  space  being  devoted  to  the  New  York  and  Paris  fashions,  set  forth  with  chic 
and  individuality  by  Helen  lierkeley-Loyd  and  Edouard  La  Fontaine;  and  the  literary 
side,  household  topics  and  special  teatures  are  on  an  unusual  plane  of  excellence.  Of 
widespread  interest  to  parents,  teacners  and  all  who  lead  or  fallow  in  educational 

lines  is  an  exceptional  article,  "hducation  for  Life  through  Living,’’  by  William  H. 
Maxwell,  superintendent  of  New  York  City  schools;  N.  Hudson  Moore  writes  inter¬ 
estingly  of  old  desks  and  secretaries,  giving  the  hall-marks  that  enable  the  amateur  to 
place  them  correctly;  Allan  Sutherland  tells  the  history  of  ‘‘Onward,  Christian  Sol¬ 
diers,”  a  hymn  that  is  the  inspiration  of  the  young;  Clifford  Johnson  takes  the  reader 
across  the  wild  coast  of  Devon  into  the  wilder  country  that  was  Lorna  Doone’s.  The 
marketing  of  milk  is  a  vital  public  question  in  tliat  it  deals  with  the  health,  and 

consequently  the  life,  of  the  child.  In  this  issue  of  The  Delineator  Mary  Hinman 
Abel  discusses  the  milk  question  in  various  phases.  The  title  of  another  article,  "Club 
Women  and  the  Food  (Jucstion,”  shows  something  of  how  the  campaign  instituted  in 
the  interest  of  pure  food  has  spread.  Mr.  Paine’s  story,  "The  Lucky-Piece,”  and  the 
third  installment  of  Miss  Winslow’s  "At  Spinster  Farm,”  furnish  interesting  reading  of 

a  lighter  character  and  there  arc  also  several  short  stories.  Pastimes  for  children 

include  another  chapter  of  “Son  Kiley  Kabbit,”  that  has  delighted  so  many  little  ones, 
suggestions  for  Hallowe’en  amusements,  and  other  subjects  of  juvenile  interest. 
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General  Review 

This  is  the  season  of  the  year  when  the  coal  industry  begins 
to  take  on  some  encouraging  features.  Although  there  have  been  no 
severe  frosts  yet  in  any  part  of  the  northern  half  of  the  United  States 
where  coal  is  a  necessity  as  a  fuel,  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when 
it  will  be  required  for  household  purposes,  and  when  steam  users 
will  be  obliged  to  use  the  maximum  tonnage.  Signs  of  the  approach 
of  these  conditiojis  are  found  in  connection  with  the  state  of  the  trade  in 
nearly  all  the  important  markets.  The  western  demand  for  anthra¬ 
cite  is  more  or  less  apathetic  yet,  but  the  awakening  can  not  be  far 
distant,  or  consumers  will  be  obliged  to  go  without  fires.  This  awak¬ 
ening  has  already  occurred  in  connection  with  bituminous  coal  in 
tlie  west,  and  every  day  sees  an  increased  number  of  orders,  with 
more  urgent  demands  on  the  part  of  buyers  for  the  delivery  of  this 
coal.  In  the  eastern  anthracite  trade  all  the  factors  are  much  more 
active  than  they  have  been  in  several  months.  Demand  for  pre¬ 
pared  sizes  is  absorbing  all  the  output  of  the  collieries,  and  in  some 
branches  enough  coal  can  not  be  delivered  to  satisfy  the  demand. 
Eastern  bituminous  markets  are  on  about  the  same  basis  as  anthra¬ 
cite.  Many  buyers  are  much  more  concerned  with  reference  to  ability 
to  get  coal  forward  than  with  the  state  of  the  market. 

Two  factors  are  important  in  developipg  this  activity  in  coal 
circles.  The  advance  of  the  season  and  the  near  approach  of  the 
time  when  coal  must  be  had  is  the  most  important  feature.  Back  of 
this,  however,  is  the  transportation  situation.  The  shortage  of  cars 
in  nearly  every  bituminous  field  and  in  the  anthracite  region  is  a 
feature  which  is  doubtless  influencing  much  buying  of  coal.  The 
unsettled  prospects  with  regard  to  labor  negotiations  next  spring 
must  also  be  reckoned  with  and  are  extremely  important  from  the 
viewpoint  of  the  householders,  in  influencing  them  to  bny  coal  at 
this  time.  Some  of  the  eastern  steam  interests,  particularly,  are 
anxious  to  accumulate  a  storage  supply  and  are  arranging  to  take  in 
a  larger  tonnage  than  normal  before  the  end  of  the  present  mining 
year. 

There  has  been  no  abatement  in  the  shortage  of  ears  in  any  of 
the  fields,  unless  it  is  in  the  smokeless  region,  where  forwarding  from 
the  mines  this  week  is  slightly  improved  over  a  week  ago.  But  as 
this  coal  is  being  largely  shipped  to  tide-water  for  movement  along 
the  Atlantic  coast  to  northern  ports,  and  in  the  west  to  lake  loading 
ports  to  complete  contracts  for  tonnage  at  dock  points,  in  the  all-rail 
trade  the  paucity  of  supplies  is  as  pronounced  as  ever.  The  slight 
improvement  in  the  transportation  situation  therefore  does  not  count 
for  anything.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  leading  producers  and  shippers 
of  New  Eiver  and  Pocahontas  coal  are  much  concerned  over  their 
ability  to  complete  water  movement  contracts  before  October  first. 
The  understanding  among  these  producers  is  that  all  such  business 
shall  be  closed  up  by  that  date,  in  order  to  give  the  rail  movement 
the  attention  later  in  the  season  which  it  requires.  This  policy  was 
formulated  for  a  good  purpose,  but  it  will  crowd  the  producing  com¬ 
panies  in  all  instances  to  live  up  to  it.  One  or  two  instances  have 
been  noted  in  the  west  during  the  past  ten  days  where  additional 
lake  tonnage  was  offered  to  producers,  but  it  was  refused,  be¬ 
cause  they  had  more  coal  to  deliver  than  they  Believe  they  can 
produce.  For  the  next  week,  therefore,  there  will  doubtless  be  a 
considerable  shortage  of  all-rail  product  at  all  points,  but  after 
the  turn  of  the  month  it  is  to  be  expected  that  rail  dealers  and  con¬ 
sumers  will  receive  more  attention. 

Smolyless  Coals  May  Be  Advanced. 

There  does  not  seem  to  be  any  likelihood  of  an  easier  feeling  as 
to  prices,  however.  Among  producers  there  is  some  talk  of  an  advance 
of  fifteen  cents  on  run-of-mine  coal  on  the  first  and  twenty-five 
to  forty  cents  on  screened  lump  and  egg.  No  action  to  this  end  has 
yet  been  taken.  If  such  an  advance  is  made,  probably  it  will  be  later 
in  the  year,  either  on  November  or  December  first,  and  not  the 
coming  month. 

In  other  fields,  the  short  supply  of  cars  has  become  more  of  a 
feature  during  the  week.  ■  Shippers  who  receive  product  all-rail  from 


of  tKe  Markets. 

Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia,  at  points  east  of  Pittsburg  can  not 
obtain  the  tonnage  they  desire.  This  is  particularly  true  at  IMiila- 
delphia.  New  York  harbor,  Boston  and  line  points.  The  car  shortage 
is  holding  up  production  at  the  mines,  and  it  begins  to  look  as  if 
there  would  not  be  sufficient  coal  to  supply  all  orders  during  the 
next  thirty  to  sixty  days.  Evidence  of  this  is  found  in  connection 
with  the  advancing  tendency  of  prices  at  eastern  tide-water  and 
interior  points.  Coal  is  ten  to  fifteen  cents  higher  per  ton  than  it 
was  a  fortnight  ago  and  the  market  rules  unusually  firm  at  the  ad¬ 
vance. 

Car  Shortage  Is  Being  Felt  Severely. 

On  coal  westward  bound  the  same  conditions  are  found,  varying 
according  to  the  location  of  the  field.  All-rail  Y^oughiogheny  product 
is  ruling  very  firm,  and  on  a  comparative  basis  is  in  short  supply. 
Producers  find  that  it  is  essential  to  get  as  large  a  tonnage  up  the 
lakes  as  possible.  To  do  this  they  are  utilizing  the  cars  available 
for  the  short  haul  to  the  lake  ports  and  other  branches  of  the  trade 
are  being  neglected  at  the  moment.  Much  the  same  conditions  prevail 
in  the  Fairmont  region  of  West  Virginia.  There  it  is  a  question  of 
securing  cars  for  all-rail  shipments  and  some  orders  have  been  at  the 
mines  from  ten  days  to  two  weeks,  and  are  yet  unfilled,  because  there 
are  not  sufficient  cars. 

Splint  coal  from  the  Kanawha  district  in  West  Virginia  occupies 
much  the  same  position  as  smokeless  as  to  car  supply.  Some  mines 
are  operating  on  fair  time,  but  many  are  not,  and  as  a  consequence 
producers  and  shippers  are  holding  for  steady  prices.  All-rail  coal 
from  the  Kanawha  district  is  to  sustain  an  advance  of  fifteen  cents 
on  October  first,  when  the  minimum  selling  figure  will  become  $1.40 
f.o.b.  the  mine.  Some  of  the  producers  are  obtaining  this  figure  now, 
or  even  higher  prices,  for  their  product. 

Hocking  coal  in  the  western  all-rail  trade  is  also  in  short  supply. 
Transportation  facilities  are  being  used  entirely  for  movement  to 
lake  and  the  rail  trade  is  being  neglected  at  the  moment,  with  the 
consequence  that  it  is  giving  more  attention  to  this  coal.  Owing 
to  the  stronger  conditions  prevailing,  it  is  expected  there  will  be  an 
advance  of  fifteen  cents  in  the  all-rail  price  on  October  first,  and 
in  the  dock  price  an  advance  of  ten  cents. 

Western  car  supply  is  short  of  the  requirements.  In  many 
fields  in  Illinois  and  Indiana  mines  will  operate  only  two  to  four 
days  this  week,  and  with  a  heavy  crop  movement  coming  on,  the 
outlook  for  the  future  is  not  encouraging.  It  looks  now  as  if  the 
production  of  these  mines  might  be  curtailed  fifty  per  cent  from  the 
normal  output  during  the  next  sixty  days.  As  storage  stocks  in  the 
west  are  light,  comparatively,  this  means  that  not  enough  coal  will 
be  produced  to  go  around.  Operating  companies  contemplate  price 
advances  on  October  first  of  ten  to  twenty-five  cents  a  ton.  In  view 
of  the  car  situation  there  seems  to  be  little  doubt  but  what  such  ad¬ 
vances  will  be  sustained  and  that  the  market  will  be  on  a  strong 
basis  a  few  days  after  the  turn  of  the  month. 

In  the  eastern  anthracite  trade  shipping  companies  have  about 
all  the  business  they  can  take  care  of,  and  are  devoting  their  atten¬ 
tion  to  handling  orders  in  hand  rather  than  to  securing  new  busi¬ 
ness.  Shoal-water  and  light  draft  Atlantic  ports  are  absorbing  all 
the  coal  that  can  be  forwarded  to  them,  as  a  consequence  of  which 
the  barge  service  of  most  of  the  companies  is  fully  employed.  Line 
points  are  being  somewhat  neglected,  the  run  of  orders  l)eing  in 
excess  of  the  supply  of  coal  in  some  instances.  Tlie  New  York,  New 
Haven  &  Hartford  railroad  has  been  placed  under  restrictions  as  to 
the  tonnage  it  can  receive  from  connecting  lines  as  a  result  of  new 
rulings  made  by  the  latter,  and  until  the  former  completes  its  dock¬ 
age  facilities  at  important  Atlantic  receiving  ports,  the  supply  of 
coal  at  some  New  England  interior  points  may  bo  greatly  curfailed. 
The  collieries  are  operating  on  full  time  up  to  the  available  sup|)Iy 
of  cars.  The  region  is  suffering  from  a  shortage  of  box  cars  for 
western  shipment,  and  also  from  a  shortage  of  open  cars  for  eastern 
movement. 
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Various  large  factors  in  the  western  coal  trade 
are  not  all  agreed  as  to  improved  conditions  in 
the  demand  over  a  w'cek  ago.  Some  of  the  large 
shipping  companies  say  that  the  continued  mild 
weather  and  absence  of  frost  are  resulting  in 
less  buying  on  the  part  of  consumers,  hut  that 
the  situation  appears  to  be  more  active  than  it  was 
on  account  of  the  increasing  shortage  of  cars  at 
practically  all  points  in  the  bituminous  fields. 
Other  shipping  companies  believe  that  while  the 
shortage  of  cars  is  becoming  more  and  more  of  a 
factor  with  the  advancement  of  the  season,  there  is 
also  a  wider  demand  for  coal,  owing  to  some  con¬ 
siderable  tonnage  going  into  storage.  Doubtless 
both  of  these  impressions  are  more  or  less  true. 
There  is  no  doubt  but  what  the  car  shortage  is 
loom  ng  up  more  portentously,  and  that  it  must 
now  be  reckoned  with  by  practically  all  shippers. 
'I'he  impression,  even  in  railroad  circles,  seems  to 
he  general  that  transportation  will  be  much  worse 
before  it  is  any  better,  and  that  the  short  supply 
of  equipment  is  only  beginning  to  be  felt. 

Summary  of  Car  Situation. 

A  summary  of  the  reports  received  from  va¬ 
rious  sources  by  The  Black  Diamond  during 
the  past  week  shows  that  along  the  Chesapeake 
&  Ohio  in  West  Virginia  cars  at  some  of  the 
mines  have  only  been  in  sufficient  supply  to  per¬ 
mit  of  one  day’s  operation  in  a  week.  At  other 
mines  a  little  better  time  is  made,  but  generally 
production  averages  from  one-fourth  to  one- 
sixth  of  the  capacity  of  the  mines. 

Along  the  Norfolk  &  Western  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  there  has  been  a  slight  improvement  oyer 
a  week  ago,  but  it  has  been  very  slight.  The 
tonnage  being  produced  is  insufficient  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  trade,  and  practically  all 
the  coal  that  can  be  produced  during  the  remain¬ 
ing  week  this  month  will  be  diverted  to  lake 
shipments  if  it  comes  west.  After  October  first, 
perhaps,  the  situation  as  to  rail  deliveries  to  the 
west  on  Pocahontas  coal  will  be  relieved  some¬ 
what.  All  lake  deliveries  for  the  season  must 
be  completed  by  the  date  specified  and  produc¬ 
tion  then  ought  to  go  into  rail  channels. 

Along  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  the  car  supply  is 
spotted.  In  the  Fairmont  and  other  large  east¬ 
ern  fields  most  of  the  tonnage  that  can  be  for¬ 
warded  is  going  to  lake  ports.  Rail  deliveries 
are  running  behind  the  orders,  and  some  business 
booked  the  early  part  of  the  month  has  not  yet 
received  attention,  although  ordinarily  this  coal 
would  have  been  delivered  ten  days  to  two  weeks 
ago. 

Movement  out  of  western  Pennsylvania  to 
lake  ports  is  being  interrupted  owing  to  a  lack 
of  equipment  and  the  heavy  tonnage  of  other 
freight  being  transported  over  the  important  rail 
lines.  All-rail  shipments  have  been  almost  en¬ 
tirely  curtailed,  except  as  to  movement  on  con¬ 
tracts,  which  receive  first  attention,  quite  natu¬ 
rally. 

In  Ohio  the  supply  of  cars  at  the  mines  prob¬ 
ably  has  reduced  the  output  during  the  past  fort¬ 
night  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-five  per  cent  be¬ 
low  normal.  This  coal  has  become  much  firmer 
in  the  all-rail  markets,  owing  to  the  shortage 
in  supply.  Circular  prices  are  well  maintained 
in  practically  every  'instance  on  the  standard 
product. 

Shortage  Is  Felt  in  the  West. 

In  the  Sullivan  and  Greene  county  fields  in 
Indiana  the  car  supply  last  week  gave  about  an 
average  of  four  working  days  out  of  six.  This 
week  it  is  not  expected  the  supply  will  be  as 
large,  possibly  three  or  three  and  a  half  days’ 
quota  out  of  the  week. 

In  the  Harrisburg  field  in  southern  Illinois  it 
is  reported  that  one  day’s  full  supply  of  cars  has 
been  received  w'ithin  the  past  two  weeks.  Car- 
terville  reports  vary  from  three  and  a  half  days’ 
work  to  full  time,  according  to  the  location  of 
the  operation.  Springfield  has  not  yet  made 
serious  complaint  of  a  shortage  of  cars,  and  in 
northern  Illinois  the  tonnage  produced  is  being 
handled  advantageously. 


Owing  to  the  car  conditions  referred  to,  there 
is  a  feeling  in  the  trade  that  necessarily  prices 
will  advance  slightly  during  the  next  thirty  days. 
In  some  instances  these  higher  prices  will  become 
effective  the  first  of  October.  'I'he  market  is  not 
yet  in  a  jirofitahle  iiosition  on  western  bituminous 
coals,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  slightly  higher 
I)rices  than  at  present  would  place  it  in  very 
good  shape.  Screenings  cont  nue  weak  in  the 
Chicago  and  St.  Louis  markets,  but  this  condi¬ 
tion  always  prevails  when  there  is  an  increased 
demand  for  lump  coal,  and  therefore  it  has  no 
sjiecial  significance.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
slump  in  screenings  in  the  Chicago  market  this 
year  was  not  as  bad  as  a  year  ago,  local  condi¬ 
tions  at  that  time  contrihuting  to  one  of  the 
most  demoralized  markets  ever  experienced. 

Anthracite  Demand  Still  Dull. 

In  the  western  anthracite  trade  consumers  are 
taking  in  a  little  more  coal  for  storage  purposes, 
hut  as  yet  there  has  been  no  very  great  increase 
in  the  volume  of  this  business.  Shipping  compa¬ 
nies  are  beginning  to  be  more  or  less  worried  as 
a  result  of  the  stagnant  demand,  fearing  that  if 
there  should  be  a  sudden  advent  of  preliminary 
winter  weather  there  would  be  more  business 
than  could  he  taken  care  of,  and  for  a  short 
time,  at  least,  there  might  be  suffering  owing  to 
this  cause. 

Where  there  is  any  increased  buying  on  the 
part  of  consumers  of  anthracite  it  is  spotted  and 
confined  to  that  immed  ate  locality.  In  some 
of  the  smaller  cities  consumers  are  giving  more 
attention  to  this  matter,  but  in  the  larger  munici¬ 
palities  the  same  neglect  continues  that  prevailed 
all  through  the  summer.  Chicago  and  St.  Louis 
demand  for  anthracite  is  quiet  from  household¬ 
ers,  and  retail  companies  on  the  average  are  do¬ 
ing  a  smaller  volume  of  business  than  a  year  ago 
at  this  time. 

The  car  shortage  in  the  producing  region  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  more  or  less  of  a  factor.  Advices 
from  the  collieries  this  week  indicate  that  the 
supply  of  cars  is  on  about  the  same  basis  as  last 
week  and  that  much  of  the  equipment  ordinarily 
used  in  the  region  for  the  movement  of  coal  has 
been  detained  in  the  west  awaiting  the  move¬ 
ment  of  grain  and  produce.  Orders  placed  for 
western  all-rail  shipment  require  from  ten  days 
to  a  fortnight  as  compared  with  six_  or  seven 
days  a  few  weeks  ago.  The  time  required  for  the 
movement  of  this  coal  will  probably  increase  as 
western  junction  points  and  terminals  become 
congested  with  other  classes  of  freight. 

Forwarding  of  coal  from  Buffalo  continues  on 
about  the  same  basis  as  last  week,  although  the 
tonnage  going  up  to  that  loading  port  from  the 
mines  probably  has  increased  slightly  as  a  result 
of  the  shorter  haul  involved. 

Circular  prices  are  maintained  on  most  of  the 
product  being  sold  in  the  west,  where  it  is  of 
standard  quality.  Coals  in  jobbers’  hands  some¬ 
times  are  sacrificed  where  demurrage  charges 
have  accrued,  but  with  the  more  active  demand 
which  ought  to  develop  shortly  these  conditions 
will  remedy  themselves. 

Smokeless  Coal  Continues  Firm. 

In  the  hituminous  trade  the  smokeless  product 
continues  to  hold  the  position  of  greatest  strength 
and  activity.  Orders  for  screened  lump  and  egg 
at  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  are  not  as  numerous  as 
they  were,  although  there  is  no  surplus  of  coal. 
Some  of  the  New  River  shippers  have  returned  to 
the  circular  basis  of  $1.85  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
while  Pocahontas  lump  and  egg  is  generally  held 
at  $2.00,  the  supply  of  the  latter  being  short  of 
the  demand.  There  is  some  talk  of  a  further  ad¬ 
vance  on  October  first,  but  no  action  has  yet  been 
taken  to  that  end.  It  is  probable  that  no  such 
advance  will  occur  at  that  time,  but  if  it  does 
this  coal  may  go  to  the  basis  of  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine,  or  $4.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Run-of-mine 
coal  in  western  markets  continues  in  short  sup¬ 
ply,  and  producing  companies  are  obtaining  the 
full  circular  basis  of  $1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 
$3.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  There  is  talk  if  an  ad¬ 
vance  is  made  on  October  first  of  putting  up  the 
price  of  this  product  to  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 
$3.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 


Producers  and  large  shippers  of  splint  coal 
held  a  meeting  at  Columbus  the  latter  part  of 
last  week,  at  which  the  situation  was  carefully 
canvassed.  It  seems  to  be  the  general  opinion 
that  the  price  on  this  product  for  all-rail  de¬ 
livery  will  be  advanced  to  $1.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
on  October  first,  or  $3.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  '1  his 
will  be  the  minimum  figure.  Some  coal  has  been 
sold  at  this  price  since  September  first,  and  that 
may  take  a  further  advance  of  ten  cents  a  ton. 
The  shortage  of  cars  in  the  producing  region  is 
reducing  the  output  of  the  mines,  and  as  a  con¬ 
sequence  orders  are  fully  equal  to  all  the  tonnage 
that  can  be  moved. 

Fairmont  three-quarter  coal  is  held  back  in 
movement  westward  by  the  shortage  of  cars  and 
orders  are  said  to  be  in  excess  of  the  supply  at 
some  points.  Prices  rule  steady  on  the  basis 
of  90c^$1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.80(tt2.90 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Run-of-mine  coal  is  held  on 
the  basis  of  80@90c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.70^ 
2.80  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Domestic  lump  rules  steady 
at  $1.35(0,1.45  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $.3.25(^3.35 
f,  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Youghiogheny  gas  coal  rules  firm  in  the  all¬ 
rail  trade,  most  of  the  deliveries  being  confined 
to  contract  account  in  the  west.  Spot  three- 
quarter  coal  in  the  Chicago  market  is  held  on 
the  basis  of  $3.00^3.10  f.  o.  b.  this  city. 

Hacking  Coal  Will  Advance. 

The  supply  of  all-rail  Hocking  coal  in  the 
Chicago  market  has  been  kept  within  restricted 
limits  as  a  result  of  the  shortage  of  cars  for 
western  movement  and  the  large  demands  made 
upon  producing  companies  by  the  dock  interests. 
I'he  .circular  price  is  firmly  maintained  on  the 
basis  of  $1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.00  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  It  is  anticipated  there  will  be  an  ad¬ 
vance  in  this  product  to  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 
$3.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  on  October  first.  Dock 
coal  will  be  advanced,  it  is  e.xpected,  to  $3.25 
f.  o.  b.  cars  at  Lake  Michigan  and  Lake  Superior 
dock  points  on  the  same  date. 

In  western  coals  the  market  rules  very  firm 
on  lump  and  run-of-mine  product  at  the  same 
range  of  prices  as  prevailed  last  week.  The  short 
supply  of  equipment  in  some  of  the  fields  is 
being  felt  by  the  producing  interests,  and  they 
have  more  orders  than  they  can  take  care  of.  As 
fall  business  has  just  commenced,  and  the  car 
supply  will  grow  worse  instead  of  better,  it  can 
be  confidently  predicted  there  will  be  slight  ad¬ 
vances  on  October  first,  and  the  market  will  rule 
firm  for  the  next  thirty  days,  if  not  longer. 

Sullivan  County  domestic  lump  is  held  firmly 
on  the  basis  of  $1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  ship¬ 
ment  outside  of  Chicago,  while  most  of  the  tid¬ 
ing  in  this  market  is  on  this  bas:s.  Coal  destined 
for  Indiana  points  rules  steady  at  $1.40  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine.  On  the  Chicago  basis  this  product  is 
held  at  $2.15  f.  o.  b.  this  city.  Egg  coal  is  held 
at  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.05  f.  o.  b.  Qiicago, 
and  is  not  quite  as  firm  as  formerly.  Run-of- 
mine  coal  is  held  steady  on  the  basis  of  95c@ 
$1.05  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.75(^1.85  f.  o  .b.  Chi¬ 
cago.  Screenings  from  this  field  are  in  over¬ 
supply  in  some  quarters  and  are  held  at  40@50c 
f.  o  b  the  mine,  or  $1.20(al.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Some  demurrage  product  has  sold  for  less  than 
these  figures. 

Western  Coals  Are  Firmer. 

Greene  county  or  Linton  lump  is  held  at  $1.40 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  shipments  to  points  outs:de 
of  the  larger  cities,  while  at  Chicago  it  is  quoted 
on  the  basis  of  $2.00(g2.20  f.  o.  b.  this  city.  Egg 
coal  rules  ten  cents  lower  per  ton.  Run-of-mine 
coal  is  quoted  at  95c(^$1.05  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 
$1.75(gl.S5  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Brazil  block  coal  rules  steady  at  $2.00  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  for  lump  in  open  cars,  or  $2.80  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Coal  loaded  in  box  cars  will  command 
a  figure  ten  cents  higher  per  ton.  Clinton  screen¬ 
ings  have  been  weak  and  a  considerable  tonnage 
has  been  reported  as  sacrificed  to  escape  demur¬ 
rage  charges.  The  market  seems  to  be  over¬ 
supplied. 

In  the  Illinois  list  of  coals  there  has  been  little 
change  from  last  week,  except  in  screenings, 
which  have  been  variable  and  e.xceedmgly  low  in 
price  at  times.  Carterville  lump  coal  is  quoted 
at  $1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.35  f.  o.  b.  Chicago, 
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although  in  the  Chicago  trade  these  prices  are 
not  always  maintained.  Egg  seems  to  be  rather 
draggy  and  is  quoted  at  $1.15@1.25  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine,  or  $2.15@2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Three- 
inch  screenings  rule  at  50@55c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
or  $1.50@1.55  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  although  some 
sales  have  been  reported  below  these  figures 
where  demurrage  has  accrued. 

Springfield  coal  rules  steady  on  the  basis  of 
$1.15@1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  domestic  lump, 
or  $1.90@2.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Inch  and  a 
quarter  fueling  coal  is  held  at  $1.05@1.10  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine,  or  $1.80@1.85  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Run- 
of-mine  seems  to  be  strong  on  the  basis  of  85@ 


90c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $l.G0@1.7O  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago.  Screenings  sell  at  ;i5@40c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
or  $1.10'@1.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Northern  Illinois  Product  Steady. 

Northern  Illinois  coals  are  ruling  steady  on 
the  basis  of  circular  prices.  Saline  county  coals 
rule  at  about  the  same  figures  as  Carterville 
product.  Franklin  county  coals  bring  a  price 
ten  cents  higher  than  Carterville.  Washed  coals 
are  weak  in  some  quarters  and  circular  is  not 
always  maintained  in  Chicago,  although  on  the 
leading  descriptions  outside  of  this  city  the  mar¬ 


ket  rules  steadier.  In  the  local  market  Nos.  .3 
and  4  have  been  offered  below  the  circular  dur¬ 
ing  the  week. 

rile  coke  trade  continues  on  a  steady  basis, 
with  demand  taking  about  all  the  high-grade 
product  reaching  the  west.  Movement  from  the 
ovens  is  curtailed  to  a  considerable  extent  as 
a  result  of  the  car  shortage  in  the  region.  Con- 
nellsville  seventy-two  hour  foundry  coke  is  held 
on  the  basis  of  $2.40@2.0.')  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens,  or 
$.">.0.5@,5..'if)  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Pocahontas  coke  is 
(|uoted  at  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens,  or  $4.90  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Other  West  Virginia  cokes  are  (luoted 
on  the  basis  of  $4.()5(ai4.9()  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 


Market  Conditions  and  Trade  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Sept.  21. 

The  Cincinnati  market  this  week  presents  no 
striking  new  features.  There  is  still  an  upward 
tendency  in  every  department,  with  the  possible 
exception  of  nut  and  slack.  Cars  are  very  scarce, 
though  perhaps  not  quite  as  bad  as  last  week. 
The  general  conditions  are  eminently  satisfac- 
'  tory.  A  number  of  the  largest  producers  and 
sales  agents  reported  during  the  week  that  they 
were  having  a  little  trouble  in  disposing  of  all 
their  nut  and  slack  promptly,  but  there  is  no 
-slump  in  the  market,  and  there  is  not  likely  to 
be  immediately.  Prices  have  dropped  a  little  on 
this  grade  of  coal,  in  consequence  of  a  desire,  on 
the  part  of  some  of  the  producers,  to  move  their 
product  quickly.  Fifty  cents  is  now  a  common 
price  for  nut  and  slack,  while  a  week  or  two  ago 
it  was  hard  to  get  it  for  less  than  sixty.  Certain 
very  high  grades  of  steam  fuel  are  yet  sell¬ 
ing  for  sixty,  sixty-five  and  even  seventy-five  cents 
a  ton,  with  smokeless  nut  and  slack  85@90c  a 
ton.  There  is  very  little  likelihood  of  any  of 
these  grades  selling  for  less  for  some  time  to  come. 
The  market  ind  cates,  however,  that  there  is 
an  apparent  surplus  on  hand  of  certain  grades  of 
fine  coal  at  present. 

The  gradual  improvement  that  has  been  no¬ 
ticeable  in  splint  lump  for  some  time  continues, 
and  were  the  car  supply  better,  conditions  in  this 
product  would  be  all  that  could  be  expected. 
One  dollar  and  forty  cents  a  ton  at  the  mines 
is  now  the  minimum  for  splint  lump  of  Kanawha, 
Thacker,  and  such  qualities,  while  a  number  of 
producers  of  these  coals  are  asking  $1.50  and 
more.  Luhrig  lump  is  now  quoted  at  $1  5C  at  the 
mines. 

Smokeless  Coals  Continue  Firm. 

Pocahontas  and  New  River  lump  and  egg  are 
in  the  same  active  demand  that  they  have  been  all 
along,  and  there  is  no  further  change  in  the  price 
of  these  two  standard  grades.  The  minimum  quo¬ 
tation  on  Pocahontas  and  New  River  is  $2.00 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  while  War  Eagle  smokeless  is 
being  quoted  at  the  same  price.  Smokeless  run- 
of-mine  is  in  fair  demand  at  $1.10@1.25  a  ton 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine. 

The  car  supply  during  the  week  has  shown  a 
slight  improvement  over  the  past  fortnight,  but  it 
is  still  very  bad,  and  entirely  inadequate.  None 
of  the  railroad  officials  will  make  any  prediction 
when  it  will  be  much  better. 

The  coke  market  shows  considerable  activity. 

1  he  demand  for  both  furnace  and  foundry  is 
fairly  good,  and  prices  are  being  easily  main¬ 
tained.  New  River  furnace  coke  is  quoted  at 
$2.10@2.25  a  ton,  at  the  ovens,  and  foundry  is 
worth  $2.35@2.60.  A  number  of  good  contracts 
were  made  during  the  week  at  figures  within 
this  range  of  prices. 

Some  Activity  in  River  Coal. 

The  river  people  marketed  a  rather  good  sized 
tonnage  of  coal  during  the  week  just  closed,  the 
total  receipts  being  upward  of  100,000  tons.  As 
noted  before  in  this  department,  the  stock  of 
river  coal  is  now  quite  large,  ample,  in  fact,  to 
take  care  of  all  demand  up  to  the  opening  up  of 
winter  navigation,  and  the  river  coal  trade  is  nor¬ 
mal  in  every  respect.  Pittsburg  and  Kanawha 
lump  are  quoted  at  7  cents  a  bushel,  with  a  few 
extra  favorite  grades  at  714  cents.  Nut  and  slack 
now  is  5@5I4  cents  a  bushel. 


There  is  no  change  in  the  retail  trade  of  the 
city.  Demand  is  fair,  and  most  of  the  concerns 
are  busy.  Horses  are  scarce,  and  a  number  of  re¬ 
tail  dealers  are  hiring  teams  to  keep  from  buying 
horses.  Pittsburg  and  Kanawha  lump  sell  for 
$.3  25  ;  Luhrig,  $3.00  ;  anthracite,  $7.50  ;  Pocahon¬ 
tas  and  New  River,  $4.00  delivered.  Steam  coal 
ranges  $1.75@2.25  for  nut  and  slack  and  $2.15@ 
2.50  for  run-of-mine. 

New  Coal  Company  Here. 

The  Damascus  Coal  Co.  is  the  latest  to  be 
formed  here.  Th's  company  has  been  incorpo¬ 
rated  under  the  laws  of  West  Virginia,  and  will 
have  its  headquarters  in  the  First  National  Bank 
building  in  this  city.  F.  C.  Todd,  well  known 
throughout  the  district  as  the  owner  of  the  Mor¬ 
ris  Creek  Coal  Co.,  has  been  chosen  president ; 
J.  J.  Sullivan,  manager  of  the  local  office  of  The 


Alexander  Cunninghame,  president  of  The  Luh¬ 
rig  Coal  Co.,  went  to  the  mines  on  Monday  to 
straighten  out  some  trouble  with  the  miners. 

G.  S.  Calder,  of  Calder  &  Johnson,  the  well 
known  coal  sales  agents,  is  spending  most  of  the 
week  at  the  mines  along  the  Norfolk  &  Western. 

P.  C.  Mansfield,  well  known  in  the  coal  trade 
of  Hamilton,  Ohio,  has  accepted  a  position  as  trav¬ 
eling  salesman  for  the  Trum  Coal  Co.  in  the  state 
of  Indiana. 

I  he  Fairmont  Coal  Co.  is  now  pushing  the  sale 
of  its  “Ocean  Smokeless"  in  this  market.  The 
coal  is  apparently  giving  good  satisfaction.  It 
is  a  new  product  here. 

W.  H.  Crump,  master  of  transportation  of  the 
Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  Pittsburg,  is  here  looking  after  a  number  of 
the  company  steamboats.  , 

J.  H.  Sanford,  formerly  general  manager  of 
the  Clyde  Coal  Co.,  Pittsburg,  but  now  con¬ 
nected  with  The  Imperial  Coal  Co.,  was  a  Cin¬ 
cinnati  visitor  this  week. 

J.  A.  O’Neil,  manager  of  the  river  department 
of  the  United  Coal  Co.,  Pittsburg,  is  here  at¬ 
tending  to  his  duties  in  looking  after  the  floating 
property  of  this  company. 

F.  S.  Todd,  president  of  the  Morris  Creek  Coal 
Co.,  was  here  most  of  the  week  on  account  of 
the  formation  of  the  Damascus  Coal  Co.,  of  which 
he  has  been  chosen  president. 

L.  D.  Warren,  formerly  traveling  salesman  for 
the  New  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
is  now  spending  all  of  his  time  here,  and  is  in 
charge  of  the  Cincinnati  office  until  D.  E.  Layhe 
takes  hold,  about  the  first  of  October. 

H.  C.  Weller  has  just  been  appointed  assistant 
trainmaster  of  the  Norfolk  &  Western  railroad, 
with  headquarters  at  Portsmouth.  Mr.  Weller 
has  a  wide  acquaintance  among  the  coal  men,  and 
much  of  his  work  will  be  the  handling  of  coal. 

William  Lewis,  of  Lewis  Bros.,  coal  dealers  of 
Lebanon.  Ohio,  has  just  been  honored  by  the 
nomination  for  the  position  of  county  treasurer 
of  Warren  county.  The  nomination  is  usually 


Stearns  Coal  Co.,  will  act  as  vice-president ;  G. 
S.  Calder  and  George  W.  Johnson  of  Calder  & 
Johnson,  well  known  selling  agents,  will  fill  the 
positions  of  secretary  and  traffic  manager,  re¬ 
spectively.  The  new  company  starts  out  with  a 
long-time  contract  for  the  entire  output  of  “Bor¬ 
derland”  coal,  the  output  of  the  Morris  Creek 
Coal  Co.’s  mine,  known  to  the  trade  as  “Morris 
Creek,”  but  which  will  hereafter  be  sold  under 
the  registered  name  of  “Damascus,”  and  the  out¬ 
put  of  a  mine  on  the  Norfolk  &  Western,  which 
will  be  sold  as  “Rex  Splint.”  The  company  will 
also  handle  Pocahontas,  New  River,  Fairmont 
and  other  grades  of  coal  in  the  capacity  of  sales 
agent.  All  the  officials  and  active  men  of  the 
company  are  well  known  in  the  trade  and  highly 
re.spected  as  first-class  business  men.  It  is  pre¬ 
dicted  that  the  company  will  be  an  instant  suc¬ 
cess.  1  HE  Black  Diamond  joins  the  chorus  of 
well  wishers. 


equivalent  to  an  election,  as  the  county  is  largely 
republican.  Mr.  Lewis’  friends  will  be  glad  to 
learn  of  his  election. 

Major  Gordon,  the  originator  of  the  Gordon 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  one  of  the  largest  producing 
companies  in  the  Kanawha  field,  was  here  during 
the  week  looking  after  his  interests.  Although  he 
now  takef  no  active  part  in  the  management  of 
the  affairs  of  the  company,  he  is  still  the  owner 
of  bonds  of  the  company.  His  residence  is  in 
Washington. 

W.  C.  Rogers,  manager  of  the  Fairmont  Coal 
Co.,  announces  that  he  has  just  been  given  the 
contract  to  supply  the  Hamilton  Otto  Coke  Co. 
with  about  ten  cars  of  coal  a  day  for  a  year.  The 
Big  Hill  Coal  Co.  is  selling  the  coke  plant  a 
good  sized  tonnage  of  coal,  and  the  Trum  Coal 
Co.,  also  of  this  city,  is  putting  in  about  ten 
thousand  tons. 

Thomas  F.  Farrell,  who  lately  resigned  the  po¬ 
sition  of  traffic  manager  and  western  sales  agent 
of  the  New  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
to  accept  the  position  of  general  manager  of  the 
Pocahontas  Coke  Co.,  one  of  the  largest  coke 
producing  companies  in  the  country,  has  gone  to 
New  York  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  this  company. 

Kuper  Hood,  manager  of  the  Big  Hill  Coal 
Co.,  is  now  spending  most  of  his  time  on  the 
road  for  his  company.  He  is  sending  in  some 
nice  orders.  Harry  P.  Jones,  jiresident  of  the 
Big  Hill  Coal  Co ,  is  now  spending  all  of  his 
time  in  Cincinnati  in  the  interest  of  this  com¬ 
pany.  There  is  no  coal  concern  in  tlie  city  that 
has  anywhere  near  the  tonnage  of  the  Big  Hill, 
considering  its  age. 

The  Cincinnati  chamber  of  commerce  has  ap¬ 
pointed  the  following  committee  to  formulate 
plans  and  to  appeal  to  the  federal  government  to 
provide  some  means  of  protection  to  the  floating 
property  in  the  Cincinnati  harbor  from  ice  in  the 
river:  S.  F.  Dana,  chairman;  L.  L.  Sadler,  R. 
W.  Wise,  R.  P.  Gillham,  J.  M,  Sears,  B.  W.  Gale, 
Samuel  Bailey.  Edwin  C.  Gdibs,  Paris  C.  Brown 
and  Oscar  1'.  Barrett.  It  is  likely  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  will  ask  the  government  to  construct  some 
sort  of  ice  piers. 
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Market  and  Trade  ^lews  from  the  Pittsburg  Field. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Sept.  21. 

A  slow  but  steady  improvement  is  noted  in 
local  market  conditions  and  the  general  op¬ 
timistic  spirit  that  prevails  as  to  the  future 
is  being  further  strengthened.  The  lake  move¬ 
ment  will  continue  for  over  a  month  and  ope¬ 
rators  are  utilizing  to  the  limit  their  shipping 
capacity  in  this  direction.  There  is  absolutely 
no  lack  of  a  market  in  any  section,  and  this  is 
particularly  true  of  good  coal.  Order  books 
are  taxed  to  their  capacity  with  orders  of  all 
descriptions,  jobbing,  storage  and  milling.  The 
increasing  car  shortage  is  an  insurmountable 
limitation,  however,  to  the  movement  of  coal  in 
all  directions.  At  the  same  time,  river  tonnage 
has  ceased  moving  and  the  barge  stage  is  not 
looked  for  again  very  soon.  'I'he  rivers  have 
done  well,  their  record  of  a  barge  depth  at  least 
once  a  month  for  the  past  season  having  been 
an  important  factor  in  the  general  prosperity 
of  all  river  producers. 

There  is  a  general  scramble  among  all  dealers 
for  cars,  but  up  to  the  present  time  the  em¬ 
barrassment  resulting  from  the  car  shortage  has 
not  been  so  great.  The  railroads  are  showing 
an  honest  attempt  to  even  up  matters  among 
local  operators  by  heeding  all  calls  for  cars 
to  the  extent  of  their  facilities. 

Inquiries  and  orders  are  naturally  increasing 
as  the  winter  season  approaches  and  the  small 
jobbing  orders  are  now  to  be  reckoned  with. 
Slack  is  holding  its  place  as  the  feature  of  the 
market  and  the  demand  for,  and  the  price  paid 
for  it,  are  nearly  unprecedented.  The  spectacle 
is  presented  of  the  heaviest  operators  in  the 
Pittsburg  district  buying  from  the  smaller  mines 
at  advanced  figures  in  order  to  meet  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  their  customers.  The  quoted  price 
remains  around  60@65  cents  f.  o.  b.  the  mine. 
This  product  is  very  scarce  and  shipments  are 
made  with  the  greatest  difficulty. 

Market  Shows  Advancing  Tendencies. 

Pittsburg  circular  quotations  have  taken  a 
slight  advance  over  last  week’s  figures  and  a 
still  further  advance  is  looked  for  in  the  near 
future.  The  difficulty  of  filling  orders  on  the 
spot  has  the  effect  of  rendering  paper  quotations 
unimportant,  however,  and  the  prices  paid  are 
in  accordance  with  the  urgency  of  the  order,  dis¬ 
tance  of  shipment,  etc.  Prices  for  the  week  end¬ 
ing  September  twenty-first  are  as  follows :  Run- 
of-mine,  90c@$1.05  f.  o.  b.  the  mine;  three-quar¬ 
ter  inch,  95c@$1.10;  one  and  one-quarter  inch, 
$1.15@1.25;  slack,  55@65c. 

The  retail  demand  has  not  increased  to  any 
appreciable  extent,  owing,  in  a  measure,  to  an¬ 
other  season  of  warm  weather.  A  general  apa¬ 
thetic  spirit  prevails  among  family  coal  dealers, 
and  anthracite  especially  has  been  moving  slowly. 
The  principal  retail  demand  now  is  coming  from 
the  office  and  larger  business  establishments 
which  are  being  stocked  for  the  winter  season. 

Coke  Market  Is  Active. 

Coke  shows  a  remarkable  gain,  and  this  is  but 
another  indication  of  the  activity  that  has  over¬ 
taken  the  milling  and  furnace  operations  through¬ 
out  the  country.  The  gain  in  coke  production  in 
the  Connellsville  region  last  week  was  nearly 
6,000  tons,  and  the  increase  in  shipments  -was 
nearly  5,000  tons.  The  prospects  of  a  brisk 
trade  throughout  the  region  for  the  balance  of 
the  year  seem  good.  Out  of  the  total  of  23,233 
ovens,  21,050  are  in  operation.  At  the  Shoaf 
plant  300  new  ovens  have  been  added  and  100 
ovens  have  been  completed  at  the  Bitner  plant. 
The  week’s  production  amounted  to  261,660  tons. 
The  shipments  aggregated  11,650  cars,  4,352  being 
sent  to  the  Pittsburg  district  and  5,995  west  of 
Pittsburg. 

Car  Shortage  Will  Grow  Worse. 

A  prominent  coal  and  coke  official  of  a  lead¬ 
ing  railroad  out  of  Pittsburg  stated  to  The 
Black  Diamond  representative  that  the  shortage 
of  cars  would  grow  still  more  stringent  as  the 
month  advances.  While  most  of  the  leading 
roads  have  placed  large  orders  for  new  rolling 


stock  equipment,  these  will  not  be  filled  before 
the  spring  of  1906,  too  late  to  ameliorate  the 
conditions  this  winter.  Every  large  industry  is 
clamoring  for  cars.  As  an  indication  of  what 
will  follow  may  be  cited  the  fact  that  before  the 
first  of  October  the  United  States  Steel  Corpora¬ 
tion  will  have  every  stack  of  its  mills  in  opera¬ 
tion,  with  the  possible  exception  of  the  one  at 
Zanesville,  Ohio.  This  week,  too,  will  probably 
see  the  coke-handling  roads  fall  short  of  the  car 
requirements,  as  the  output  is  growing  heavier 
as  the  furnace  interests  open  up  for  the  season. 
The  same  coal  official  stated  that  the  coal  trade 
would  be  the  first  to  get  service  in  any  event,  as 
few  mills  could  be  put  into  operation  without  the 
ncessary  fuel. 

Notwithstanding  the  car  situation  and  the  out¬ 
look  for  still  more  shipping  difficulties,  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Coal  Co.  this  week  put  into  operation  two 
additional  mines,  which  will  increase  the  local 
outgoing  tonnage  between  3,000  and  4,000  tons 
per  day.  The  mines  are  the  Essen  No.  2  and 
Laurel  Hill  No.  1,  on  the  Panhandle,  both  of 
which  have  been  idle  for  a  protracted  period. 

Pittsburgh  &  Westmoreland  Merger. 

The  details  of  the  merger  and  consolidation 
of  the  new  Pittsburgh  &  Westmoreland  Coal  Co. 
were  made  public  this  week  when  the  charter 
was  approved  by  Governor  Pennypacker.  The 
consolidation  includes  the  Shoenberger  Coal  Co., 
Hazel  Kirk  Gas  Coal  Co.,  Pittsburgh-Connells- 
ville  Coke  Co.,  Penn-Manor  Shaft  Co.  and  the 
Preston  Coal  Co.  The  Great  Lakes  Coal  Co. 
and  the  Blaine  Coal  Co.  are  not  in  the  consoli¬ 
dation,  although  the  mines  of  these  companies 
will  be  operated  by  the  Pittsburgh  &  Westmore¬ 
land  Co.  The  two  companies  mentioned  will  also 
be  governed  by  a  distinct  and  separate  official 
personnel.  The  authorized  capital  stock  is 
$3,000,000,  divided  into  30,000  shares  of  $100 
each.  The  officers  are:  H.  A.  Kuhn,  president; 
George 'Magoon,  vice-president  and  general  man-, 
ager  of  sales;  W.  A.  Lyon,  secretary;  H.  A.  An¬ 
drews,  treasurer ;  D.  W.  Kuhn,  chairman  of  the 
executive  board.  The  stock  is  apportioned  as 
follows:  Hazel  Kirk  Gas  Coal  Co.,  $1,000,000; 
Shoenberger  Coal  Co.,  $668,000 ;  Penn-Manor 
Shaft  Co.,  $332,000;  Pittsburgh-Connellsville 
Coke  Co.,  $700,000.  The  aggregate  output  of  all 
of  the  mines  operated  by  these  companies  is 
3,000,000  tons  of  gas  coal,  and  they  have  splendid 
shipping  facilities  over  several  railroads. 

Coal  Company  to  Increase  Lake  Capacity. 

President  F.  L.  Robbins,  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Co.,  returned  to  Pittsburg  this  week  from 


H.  R.  Manahan,  chief  clerk  for  Vice-President 
Woodford,  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  spent  the 
latter  part  of  the  week  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

Ira  E.  Bixler,  treasurer  and  general  manager 
of  the  Iron  City  Coal  Co.,  left  this  week  for  a 
two  weeks’  run  through  the  middle  west.  He 
will  combine  business  with  a  well  earned  vaca¬ 
tion. 

Among  the  trade  visitors  in  Pittsburg  this 
week  were  J.  M.  Fulton,  of  Johnstown,  Pa. ; 
James  M.  Rhodes,  of  Philadelphia;  Howard 
Butcher,  of  Philadelphia ;  C.  L.  Lewis,  of 
Reynoldsville,  Pa. ;  F.  E.  McElfresh  and  S.  B. 
Farrman,  of  Paterson,  N.  J. 

Pennsylvania  coking  interests  are  novy  enter¬ 
ing  a  season  that  promises  to  develop  into  the 
most  active  in  the  history  of  the  industry.  The 
Colonial  Coke  Co.  has  asked  for  bids  for  the  im¬ 
mediate  erection  of  100  new  ovens  at  the  com¬ 
pany’s  plant  at  Redstone,  Pa. 

Death  this  week  overtook  Samuel  Stewart,  one 
of  the  oldest  and  best  known  river  men  on  the 
Monongahela.  He  was  for  many  years  master 
of  a  number  of  coal  vessels  owned  by  the  Mo- 


a  business  trip  to  several  important  lake  ship¬ 
ping  points.  While  at  Cleveland  he  commis¬ 
sioned  the  Cleveland  general  agent  to  put  into 
execution  orders  calling  for  the  construction  of 
a  dock  of  immense  capacity  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie. 
This  contemplated  extension  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Co.’s  lake  facilities  will  be  an  important 
factor  in  determining  the  distribution  of  the 
heavy  tonnage  shipped  annually  through  the 
“Soo.”  The  necessity  of  adequate  docking  fa¬ 
cilities  at  this  important  point  has  been  keenly 
felt  ever  since  the  company  successfully  nego¬ 
tiated  the  twenty-five  year  contract  with  the 
United  States  Steel  Corporation,  under  the  terms 
oj  which  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  has  the  exclu¬ 
sive  business  of  supplying  the  steel  interests’  lake 
fleet,  under  the  proviso  that  it  affords  as  good 
shipping  and  docking  accommodations  as  other 
producers.  Much  business  has  been  handled  by 
outside  dealers,  particularly  at  this  point,  owing 
to  superior  docks,  and  it  is  with  the  purpose  of 
remedying  this  condition  that  the  new  dock  or¬ 
der  has  been  issued.  The  new  dock  will  be  lo¬ 
cated  at  Point  aux  Frenes,  in  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie 
river. 

Labor  Notes  From  the  District. 

Over  200  miners  employed  at  the  Rich  Hill 
mines  of  the  United  Coal  Co.  at  Meadowland, 
Pa.,  went  on  strike  last  Saturday.  Their  griev¬ 
ance  was  that  the  mine  officials  of  the  company 
evicted  a  number  of  workmen  because  they  were 
discovered  loading  dirty  coal,  contrary  to  the 
company’s  orders.  No  disturbance  followed,  and 
it  is  thought  that  matters  will  be  satisfactorily 
adjusted  before  the  expiration  of  the  week. 
President  Dolan,  of  the  local  miners’  union,  was 
on  the  ground  last  Saturday  and  there  were  some 
speeches. 

Last  week’s  report  in  The  Black  Diamond 
on  the  labor  situation  applies  to  the  current  con¬ 
ditions.  Leading  operators  of  the  western  Penn¬ 
sylvania  bituminous  field  are  emphatic  in  their 
statements  that  no  difficulty  is  impending.  The 
report  that  a  special  meeting  of  local  bituminous 
operators  has  been  called  with  a  view  of  getting 
out  a  heavy  surplus  to  guard  against  a  possible 
season  of  enforced  idleness  in  the  spring  has 
little  or  no  truth  to  back  it  up. 

President  Mitchell,  of  the  United  Mine  Work¬ 
ers  of  America,  has  announced  that  the  conven¬ 
tion  of  the  three  anthracite  districts,  at  which 
the  main  anthracite  demands,  the  subject  of  so 
much  recent  agitation,  will  be  formulated,  will 
be  held  at  Shamokin,  Pa.,  December  fourteenth. 


nongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
He  leaves  a  widow  and  two  children. 

Vice-President  G.  W.  Theiss,  of  the  Monon¬ 
gahela  River  Consolidated  ‘Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  is 
enjoying  a  two  weeks’  vacation  at  Mount  Clem¬ 
ens,  Mich.  R.  S.  Greer,  of  the  same  company, 
arrived  home  Monday  of  this  week  from  a  fort¬ 
night’s  vacation  trip  among  tlie  upper  lakes. 

The  Connellsville  Basin  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of 
Morgantown,  W.  Va.,  was  incorporated  Mori- 
day  with  a  capital  of  $250,000.  Pittsburg  capi¬ 
tal,  exclusively,  is  behind  the  new  enterprise, 
the  incorporators  being  George  C.  Bradshaw, 
William  J.  Crawford,  Samuel  A.  Davis,  J.  H. 
Roelof  and  G.  E.  Moser  Jr.,  all  of  Pittsburg. 

The  Federal  Clay  Products  Co.,  with  facto¬ 
ries  at  Large,  Pa.,  a  subsidiary  corporation  of 
the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  was  the  successful  bid¬ 
der  for  the  government  contract  to  supply  4,000,- 
000  paving  brick  for  Panama  municipal  improve¬ 
ments  at  Colon  and  the  City  of  Panama.  The 
order  calls  for  delivery  before  March  first,  1906. 
This  company  is  also  shipping  paving  brick  to 
the  District  of  Columbia  on  government  contract. 
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Mining  News  from  West  Virginia. 


Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  Sept.  21. —  {Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — No  change  of  note  has  occurred 
in  the  situation  in  West  Virginia  since  the  last 
report,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  ad¬ 
jacent  eastern  Ohio  district.  The  car  shortage 
remains  about  the  same  as  it  was,  with  supply 
not  so  good  as  desired.  Operations  for  the  most 
part  are  based  entirely  on  transportation  condi¬ 
tions  and  a  general  average  is  a  two-thirds  out¬ 
put  all  along  the  line. 

With  cold  weather  not  far  distant  the  mines 
ought  to  be  taxed  to  a  greater  extent  than  at 
present,  but  this  is  far  from  being  the  case. 
Just  what  factor  enters  into  the  situation  be¬ 
yond  the  car  question  is  not  apparent  in  those 
producing  districts  which  arc  remote  from  cen¬ 
ters  where  active  or  apathetic  demand  fixes 
prices,  but  the  fact  remains  that  despite  a  very 
noticeable  improvement  the  operators  are  not 
getting  much  more  for  their  product  than  they 
were  in  the  summer  when  they  were  fighting 
for  trade. 

Perhaps  an  interview  with  Deputy  Mine  In¬ 
spector  Thomas  McGough,  of  Bridgeport,  Ohio, 
may  shed  some  beneficial  light.  Mr.  McGough 
for  seven  or  eight  years  has  occupied  this  posi¬ 
tion  and  is  recognized  throughout  his  territory 
as  one  of  the  most  painstaking  and  conscientious 
inspectors  Ohio  has  ever  had.  In  conversation 
with  The  Black  Diamond  representative  a  few 
days  ago  he  ascribed  the  present  unsatisfactory 
conditions  in  the  coal  trade  to  over-production 
and  gave  the  following  facts  in  substantiation 
thereof : 

How  Mining  Has  Progressed. 

“A  dozen  years  ago,”  said  Mr.  McGough, 
“there  was  a  total  of  2,500  miners  in  the  eastern 
Ohio  district  working  the  Pittsburg  seam.  Then 
they  relied  on  pick  mining  exclusively.  Now, 
there  are  12,000  miners  where  there  were  2,500, 
while  machine  mining  and  improved  methods 
of  haulage  have  replaced  the  former  methods  of 
bringing  the  coal  from  out  of  the  Ohio  valley 
hills.” 

In  addition  to  the  McGough  explanation  it  is 
interesting  to  note  that  the  improved  facilities 
for  haulage  are  an  important  factor,  since  they 
tend  to  support  the  overproduction  theory. 

At  one  time  every  six  mine  cars  needed  a 
driver,  whereas  now  an  electric  motor  or  a 
rope  cable  does  the  work.  It  is  true  that  most 
of  the  coal  is  now  hauled  to  the  main  entry  by 
mules  and  thence  by  power  to  the  shaft  or  in- 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Sept.  21. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Retail  coal  prices  are  rising  in 
Kansas  City  and  other  markets  throughout  the 
southwest.  This  is  remarkable  because  there 
has  been  no  advance  since  a  year  ago  last  win¬ 
ter.  The  weather  was  so  mild  last  winter  that 
several  proposed  raises  could  not  be  put  into 
effect,  and  the  summer  schedule  of  1904,  when  the 
prices  were  cut,  has  been  continued  until  the 
present  time.  Dealers  did  not  expect  the  pres¬ 
ent  advance  to  come  until  October  first,  but  the 
conditions  were  found  to  be  right  and  the  change 
was  made  September  fifteenth.  Arkansas  coal 
has  been  advanced  fifty  cents  a  ton,  Missouri 
coal  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  and  Kansas  coal  will 
be  advanced  as  soon  as  the  differences  with  the 
miners  are  settled  and  operators  know  how  much 
more  they  must  pay  for  mining. 

Domestic  Trade  Is  Improving. 

Arkansas  semi-anthracite  has  been  selling  for 
$5.00  per  ton,  while  in  the  winter  of  1903-1904 
it  brought  $6.50  per  ton.  Missouri  and  Kansas 
bituminous  coal  has  been  selling  at  $3.25@3.75 
per  ton  which  formerly  brought  $3.50@4.50  a 
ton._  The  advance  means  better  profits  for  the 
retailers  and  the  operators  this  winter.  Last 
winter  there  was  little  or  no  profit  in  the  coal 
business  in  the  southwest,  but  with  better  freight 
rates  already  granted,  with  higher  prices  and  a 
good  demand,  the  prospects  for  a  profitable  sea¬ 
son  for  the  coal  man  are  excellent. 

The  domestic  trade  in  Kansas  City  has  been 


dine,  but  even  this  system  is  giving  way  to  the 
installation  of  more  modern  mechanism.  For 
instance,  some  coal  companies  are  operating 
motors  instead  of  mules,  which  do  the  work  of 
ten  men  with  one  as  a  motorman. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  facilities  for  produc¬ 
tion  and  handling  the  coal  have  reached  a  stage 
of  efficiency  which  has  probably  been  too  rapid 
for  consumption,  tending  in  this  way  to  present 
a  phase  of  a  problem  which  must  be  considered 
in  every  analysis  of  the  industry. 

Company  Ships  First  Coal. 

The  Youghiogheny  &  Ohio  Co.  has  just  shipped 
its  first  consignment  from  four  new  openings 
made  at  Glenn’s  Run,  where  10,000  acres  of  the 
Pittsburg  vein  are  being  tapped.  The  coming 
week,  the  managers  assert  they  will  double  the 
number  of  miners  employed,  and  then  when  their 
plans  are  perfected  they  will  have  the  largest 
tonnage  in  eastern  Ohio. 

Along  the  Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie  similar  evi¬ 
dence  of  prosperity  is  not  so  general,  two  of  the 
mines  having  been  closed  for  an  indefinite  period. 
On  the  main  line  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  run¬ 
ning  into  Ohio  from  Bellaire,  mines  are  making 
only  two-thirds  time.  About  half  time  is  made 
on  the  Cleveland,  Lorain  &  Wheeling  division, 
by  the  sixteen  openings  near  Bridgeport.  The 
Lorain  Coal  &  Dock  Co.’s  four  openings  are 
working  steadily,  with  a  large  lake  shipment, 
but  this  is  dependent  on  the  supply  of  flat  cars. 
The  Bogg  and  Troll  mines  are  doing  fairly  well. 

Some  changes _  in  the  ownership  of  coal  and 
coke  properties  in  the  Pocahontas  district,  near 
Bluefield,  have  taken  place.  The  Guests’  river, 
Josephine  and  Carbon  plants,  all  with  a  number 
of  coke  ovens,  have  been  transferred,  and  it  is 
said  that  the  Norton  mines  and  ovens  are  to  have 
new  owners  in  the  near  future.  The  deals  are 
more  of  local  than  general  significance. 

Retail  prices  in  the  Pocahontas  district  have 
taken  a  slight  advance  and  another  is  reported 
to  be  forthcoming  about  the  first  of  October. 

A  number  of  influential  West  Virginia  men 
will  attend  the  meeting  of  bituminous  coal  opera¬ 
tors  in  Chicago,  November  twenty-second. 

M.  T.  Roach,  of  the  Kanawha  field,  is  being 
congratulated  on  his  election  as  chairman  of  the 
new  operators’  organization  in  the  Kanawha  dis¬ 
trict.  No  better  man  could  have  been  found  for 
the  place.  He  enjoys  the  confidence  of  operators, 
the  workers  and  citizens  of  the  district  in  gen¬ 
eral. 


good  this  month,  but  thousands  of  families  have 
not  yet  bought  their  winter  supply,  and  all  will 
have  to  pay  from  twenty-five  to  fifty  cents  a 
ton  more  for  it.  Later  on,  if  the  winter  is  very 
cold  and  the  railroads  begin  to  confiscate  coal, 
there  undoubtedly  will  be  another  advance  in 
prices. 

The  use  of  crude  oil  as  fuel  has  been  instru¬ 
mental  in  keeping  down  the  price  of  slack  coal 
in  this  market,  and  the  railroads  continue  to 
make  reduced  freight  rates  for  hauling  steam 
coal.  Formerly  the  rate  was  the  same  for  lump, 
nut  and  slack  coal,  whereas  now  it  costs  eighty 
cents  a  ton  to  haul  the  coal  consumed  in  Kansas 
City  from  the  Kansas  mines,  while  the  coal  used 
for  steam  purposes  is  hauled  for  fifty-five  cents 
a  ton  and  can,  therefore,  compete  with  fuel  oil. 
The  railroads  made  this  concession  to  the  opera¬ 
tors. 

The  coal  operators  of  Kansas  who  have  been 
trying  through  the  state  railroad  board  to  have 
coal  rates  reduced  were  astonished  last  week 
when  the  Santa_  Fe  railroad  voluntarily  made  a 
sweeping  reduction.  The  new  rates  are  on  lump 
coal  from  both  the  Pittsburg  and  Osage  dis¬ 
tricts  and  also  western  Kansas,  and  on  steam 
coal  for  the  majority  of  the  large  towns  in  east¬ 
ern  Kansas.  The  other  Kan.sas  railroads  will 
meet  the  Santa  Fe  reductions. 

Reduced  Rates  Will  Be  of  Benefit. 

Millers  and  other  large  manufacturers  of  the 
eastern  part  of  the  state  will  be  greatly  benefited 


by  the  reduction  in  steam  coal  rates.  The  old 
price  to  Newton,  Wichita,  Winfield  and  inter¬ 
mediate  points  was  $1.25  a  ton.  The  new 
schedule  fixes  the  rate  at  $1.00  a  ton.  A  ninety- 
cent  rate  is  given  Topeka,  Lawrence  and  Em¬ 
poria  and  intermediate  points.  The  old  rate  to 
Topeka  was  $1.12,  to  Lawrence  $1.25  and  to 
Emporia  $1.25.  Steam  coal  rate  to  points  west 
of  Newton  on  the  main  line,  north  of  Strong 
City  on  the  Superior  branch  and  south  and  west 
of  Wichita  on  the  Englewood  and  Mulvane 
branches  are  fixed  at  seventy  per  cent  of  the 
rates  on  lump  coal.  This  means  the  same  rela¬ 
tive  reduction  on  steam  coal  as  is  given  on  lump 
coal  under  the  new  schedule. 

“There  has  been  no  complaint  against  lump 
rates  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state,”  said  Gen¬ 
eral  Freight  Agent  Koontz,  of  the  Santa  Fa. 
“They  are  low  enough.  But  western  Kansas 
people  have  been  asking  for  lower  rates.  Fuel 
is  a  big  problem  out  in  the  short  grass  country, 
and  after  a  careful  study  of  the  situation  we  de¬ 
cided  to  render  them  relief.  For  instance,  the 
old  rate  on  lump  coal  to  Coolidge  was  $3.70  a 
ton.  _  The  new  schedule  fixes  it  at  $3.05,  a  re¬ 
duction  of  sixty-five  cents.  Englewood  gets  a 
reduction  of  seventy-five  cents  a  ton ;  Harper, 
twenty-five  cents ;  Kinsley,  twenty-five  cents ; 
Jetmore,  thirty  cents,  and  so  on.  In  the  read¬ 
justment  no  rates  are  increased.  Where  the  old 
commodity  rates  are  still  lower  than  the  rates 
under  the  new  schedule  the  commodity  rates  will 
be  allowed  to  stand.” 

C.  W.  Taylor,  attorney  for  the  Kansas  state 
board  of  railroad  commissioners,  says  the  new 
freight  rates  on  coal  will  save  Kansas  $1,000,000 
a  year. 

Mine  Controversy  Is  Settled. 

The  controversy  between  the  operators  in  the 
Southwestern  Interstate  Coal  Operators’  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  the  miners  of  Kansas  has  been  set¬ 
tled  amicably.  The  operators  made  a  proposi¬ 
tion  which  was  accepted  this  week  by  the  miners 
in  Pittsburg,  Kas.  The  trouble  which  threat¬ 
ened  _  to  cause  a  strike  was  over  the  “pusher” 
question  in  double-entry  mines.  A  new  Kansas 
law  requires  double  entries  in  all  coal  mines, 
but  all  have  not  a  track  in  each  entry.  A  con¬ 
ference,  which  had  been  adjourned  from  Pitts¬ 
burg,  Kas.,  was  held  in  Kansas  City  last  week 
between  a  committee  of  the  miners  and  W.  C. 
Perry,  president  of  the  operators’  association. 
Early  this  week  Mr.  Perry  told  the  miners  to  find 
out  how  much  time  they  lose  each  day  pushing 
the  coal  the  extra  distance,  and  the  operators 
would  pay  them  at  the  rate  of  thirty  cents  an 
hour  for  the  additional  work.  The  miners  de¬ 
cided  to  accept  this  offer. 


Coal  Shippers  Guide 

_  The  Iowa  &  Nebraska  Coal  Dealers’  Associa¬ 
tion,  _  through  the  agency  of  Secretary  R.  E. 
Harris,  has  issued  a  “Coal  Shippers’  Guide,” 
giving  a  complete  list  of  all  the  coal  dealers  in 
the  two  states,  the  towns  and  cities  in  which  the 
dealers  are  members  of  the  association,  the  head¬ 
quarters  for  line  yard  companies  and  the  whole¬ 
sale  coal  dealers  in  that  territory.  This  book 
contains  thirty-five  pages,  or  something  like  3,200 
names  of  coal  men.  It  is  the  intention  to  issue 
it  twice  a  year  and  also  to  publish  supplementary 
lists  and_  other  data  each  month.  The  first  copy 
already  is  at  hand,  and  although  it  contains  some 
few  errors  and  omissions,  will  be  found  to  be  of 
advantage  to  wholesale  and  producing  interests. 
The  “Coal  Shippers’  Guide”  is  furnished  to  sub¬ 
scribers  at  $10  per  annum  by  the  Iowa  &  Ne¬ 
braska  Association. 


Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 

The  Hutingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  &  Coal 
Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  transported 
over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  September 
sixteenth,  the  coresponding  week  last  year,  the 
year  to  date  and  the  corresponding  period  in 
1904 : 

Cumber- 

^  Broad  top.  land.  Total. 

Week  ending  Sept.  10,  1905..  14.029  25. .^07  39,990 

Correspondinjr  week,  1904....  7.472  25.400  32  963 

Total  for  year  1906 . 469,160  670.972  l,146il2S 

Corresponding  period,  1904. .  .424,066  779,976  1,204,040 


The  Missouri  River  Coal  Trade. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


Southern  Coal  And  News  Letter. 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  Sept.  2\.— (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  coal  Ijiisines.s  in  tlie  Memphis 
district  is  picking  up  rapidly  now,  as  residents  are- 
returning  home  from  summertime  trips  and  arc 
storing  coal  for  winter  use  while  it  can  he  se¬ 
cured  at  reduced  prices.  1  he  mines  in  which 
Memphis  companies  are  interested  are  actively 
at  work.  The  demand  for  steam  coal  is  improv¬ 
ing  with  the  prospect  of  an  early  resumption  in 
this  district  of  the  cottonseed  oil  mills  on  full 
time  and  other  factories  that  for  divers  and  sun¬ 
dry  reasons  confine  their  ojierations  mostly  to 
fall  and  winter. 

The  West  Kentucky  Coal  Co.,  formerly  the 
Lhiited  States  (ias,  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  has  pur¬ 
chased  for  $1!),0()0  land  adjoining  the  imesent 
holdings  of  that  company  on  the  east  side  of 
Chester  street,  and  running  back  to  the  river. 

I  he  company  contemplates  considerable  improve¬ 
ments  on  the  property.  Coal  sheds  will  he  erect¬ 
ed  and  the  present  elevator  facilities  will  be  in¬ 
creased  and  part  of  the  yard  will  be  paved  with 
asphalt. 

llryan  &  Eberhart,  Memphis  retailers,  report 
a  lively  fall  trade  with  a  good  percentage  of  im¬ 
provement  the  last  thirty  days. 

The  Calloway  Coal  Co.  has  enlarged  facilities 
at  its  mines  and  the  general  offices  at  Memphis 
and  in  the  city  trade  the  company  reports  a-  large 
volume  of  business. 

Some  of  the  coal  firms  here  contemplate  mov¬ 
ing  their  offices  into  new  locations  in  the  two 
skyscrapers  just  completed.  The  business  dis¬ 
trict  about  Main  and  Madison  streets  has  taken 
on  a  distinctively  metropolitan  appearance. 

The  West  Kentucky  Coal  Co.,  which  is  a 
branch  of  the  North  American  Co.,  will  add 
two  more  boats  to  the  Memphis  trade,  it  is 
said.  ( 

New  Railroad  Plans  Announced. 

It  is  curently  reported  that  the  Illinois  Central 
railroad  plans  to  reach  the  coal  fields  by  build¬ 
ing  a  line  from  Sardis  through  Panola,  Tate  and 
Marshall  counties  to  Holly  Springs  and  thence 
in  a  slight  northeasterly  direction  to  Corinth,  pass¬ 
ing  through  the  counties  of  Benton,Tippah  and  Al¬ 
corn.  The  company  has  acquired  the  logging  road  of 
C.  iM.  Carrier  &  Son,  of  Sardis.  This  line  is  to  be 
extended  to  the  Mississippi,  and  thus  the  com¬ 
pany  will  be  given  connection  with  all  of  its 
Yazoo  &  Mississippi  Valley  lines  _  in  the  delta, 
and  become  an  active  competitor  with  the  South¬ 
ern  railway  for  the  coal  trade  in  that  territory 
after  the  Birmingham  connections  are  opened  by 
the  building  of  the  proposed  line  from  Corinth, 


Indianapolis.  Ind,  Sept.  21. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  condition  of  the  coal  trade 
locally  has  been  nothing  to  brag  about  up  to 
this  time,  but  dealers  are  very  hopeful  that  it 
will  show  a  marked  improvement  at  the  first 
sign  of  winter's  approach.  The  cold  wave  the 
first  of  the  month  caused  the  retail  business  to 
take  a  spurt,  but  it  did  not  last  long  and  the 
demand  shows  but  slight  upward  tendency. 

Several  dealers  say  that  fewer  people  than 
ever  before  laid  in  their  winter  supply  during 
the  summer  months.  A  big  majority,  they  say. 
seem  confident  that  but  little  was  to  be  gained 
by  buying  early,  so  it  is  likely  there  will  be  a 
rush  when  winter  comes.  The  larger  dealers 
have  their  bins  running  over  and  are  prepared 
to  meet  these  conditions,  but  the  little  fellows 
are  not  in  a  position  to  take  care  of  a  heavy 
run  of  orders.  There  seems  to  be  a  feeling  of 
uneasiness  among  them,  lest  some  of  the  big 
combines  that  have  recently  absorbed  much  of 
the  best  Indiana  territory  will  enter  the  local 
field  and  set  a  pace  in  the  retail  business  that 
they  can  not  stand. 

Anthracite  (all  sizes)  has  been  advanced  to 
$7.2,5  a  ton  and  may  advance  twenty-five  or 
fifty  cents  more  before  mid-winter.  Smoke¬ 
less  (lump)  has  been  advanced  to  $5.25,  smoke¬ 
less  (forked)  to  $4.75,  smokeless  (mine  run)  to 
$4.00,  Luhrig  to  $4.00,  Winifrede  to  $4.25,  Ray¬ 
mond  to  $4  25.  All  other  coals,  according  to 


Miss.,  to  Jasper,  Ala.  'I'he  contemplated  con¬ 
struction  in  Mississippi  alone  aggregates  250 
miles. 

The  Cincinnati  Southern  railroad  proposes  to 
invade  further  the  coal  fields  of  east  Tennessee, 
and  surveyors  are  now  running  a  line  from 
South  Pittsburg,  Tenn.,  in  .Marion  county,  to 
connect  with  this  road  at  Kismet,  about  125  miles 
north  of  South  Pittsburg.  It  is  said  that  this 
line  will  be  built  at  an  early  date.  It  will  pass 
directly  through  the  mountains  for  a  distance  of 
100  miles  and  through  the  best  belt  of  timber  in 
the  state.  A  coal  mine  can  be  opened  up  every 
half  mile. 

Company  to  Develop  Property. 

Reports  of  a  large  coal  land  purchase  in 
Campbell  county,  Tenn.,  have  just  been  received 
hi  Knoxville,  one  of  the  centers  of  that  district 
on  coal  matters.  The  Bartlett  lands  lying  along 
the  Louisville  &  Nashville  railroad  have  passed 
into  the  hands  of  Asbury  VVrigbt,  J.  T.  Tarwater 
and  Polk  Tarwater,  of  Rockwoocl,  Tenn.;  H.  M. 
LaFollette  and  Sew'all  Howard,  of  Campbell 
county,  and  H.  B,  Lindsey,  of  Knoxville.  The 
corporation  will  be  capitalized  at  $250,000,  the 
cost  of  the  land  being  $200,000.  The  company 
will  be  known  as  the  Campbell  County  Coal  Min¬ 
ing  Co. 

William  Ramsay,  general  manager  of  the 
Weaver  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  with  headquarters  in 
Chicago,  also  representing  the'  Fall  Creek  col¬ 
lieries  at  Ozone,  Tenn.,  in  Cumberland  county, 
has  moved  with  his  family  from  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
to  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  with  a  view  to  beginning 
work  for  the  company  at  once.  Mr.  Ramsay 
predicts  big  things,  with  an  enormous  develop¬ 
ment  of  coal,  within  a  radius  of  seventy  miles 
of  Knoxville.  The  capitalization  of  the  com¬ 
pany  represented  by  Mr.  Ramsay  is  $1,000,000. 
Deeds  have  been  filed  in  east  Tennessee  covering 
5,000  acres  of  Tennessee  coal  land  purchased  by 
the  Weaver  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  Officers  of  the 
company  are  Henry  E.  Weaver,  of  Chicago, 
president ;  J.  C.  Van  Blarcom,  of  St.  Louis,  vice- 
president  ;  William  Ramsay,  general  manager, 
and  N.  .C.  Chapman,  treasurer. 

The  Alabama  Consolidated  Coal  &  Iron  Co. 
has  begun  making  drillings  from  its  mines  at 
Mary  Lake,  looking  to  the  sinking  of  a  shaft  to 
the  Black  creek  vein,  which  is  supposed  to  be 
200  feet  under  the  seam  worked  at  present.  This 
latter  is  known  as  the  New  Castle  seam  and  is  a 
coking  coal.  The  Black  creek  is  a  domestic 
coal. 


Indiana. 

the  local  coal  exchange  quotations,  are  the  same 
as  last  May. 

Does  Not  Have  Rail  Facilities. 

If  there  is  another  shortage  during  the  win¬ 
ter  Indianapolis  will  be  in  as  bad  a  way  as  ever 
for  shipping  facilities.  The  Indianapolis  South¬ 
ern,  promoted  by  D.  M.  Parry,  president  of  the 
National  Association  of  Manufacturers,  and  sev¬ 
eral  other  Indianapolis  capitalists,  and  absorbed 
last  year  by  the  Illinois  Central,  will  not  be  a 
factor  as  expected,  as  it  will  not  be  possible  to 
have  trains  running  farther  than  Bloomington  be¬ 
fore  spring,  and  Bloomington  is  not  even  on  the 
edge  of  the  coal  fields.  John  R.  Walsh  is  pre¬ 
paring  to  extend  his  Southern  Indiana  system 
from  Terre  Haute  here,  and  has  purchased  e.x- 
tensive  tracts  for  terminal  facilities,  but  this  line 
will  not  be  in  operation  this  year.  The  Monon 
promises  to  begin  work  on  a  new  coal  road  to 
this  city  next  month,  but  it  will  not  be  worth 
anything  to  the  consumers  or  the  dealers  before 
next  year.  Two  interurban  companies  that  prom¬ 
ised  to  better  their  shipping  facilities  have  fallen 
down,  so  conditions  will  be  practically  the  same 
as  last  year  unless  the  present  coal  carrying 
roads  are  able  to  give  better  service. 

Work  has  been  light  in  the  mines  in  the  In¬ 
diana  bituminous  field  for  several  months,  but 
it  is  now  picking  up  generally.  _  The  miners 
seem  apprehensive  over  the  formation  of  several 


large  companies  during  the  past  summer.  T.  L. 
Lewis,  vice-president  of  their  national  organiza¬ 
tion,  says  it  only  needs  one  more  merger  to 
place  ’all  the  coal  companies  of  Indiana  under 
one  head,  which  has  led  him  to  send  out  a  more 
urgent  call  to  strengthen  the  organization 

Joint  Conference  in  January. 

Secretary-Treasurer  Wilson,  of  the  miners'  na¬ 
tional  organization,  said  today  that  the  formal 
call  for  the  miners'  convention  and  joint  wage 
conference  for  the  central  competitive  district  will 
be  issued  about  November  eighth.  The  miners' 
convention,  as  usual,  will  begin  on  January  six¬ 
teenth,  continuing  until  January  twenty-sixth, 
when  the  joint  conference  will  be  taken  up.  The 
impression  is  given  at  the  headquarters  here  that 
President  Mitchell  and  his  associates  are  satisfied 
with  their  organization  in  the  bituminous  fields 
and  that  all  their  attention  is  to  be  given  to 
the  anthracite  regions.  Secretary-Treasurer  Wil¬ 
son  says  that  President  Mitchell’s  long  tour  of 
the  anthracite  territory  is  bearing  fruit,  for  dur¬ 
ing  the  last  month  25,000  working  men’s  but¬ 
tons  were  issued  on  request  from  here. 

It  is  admitted,  however,  that  the  conditions 
in  the  anthracite  field  are  not  all  that  could  be 
desired.  Thousands  of  the  members  of  the  or¬ 
ganization  practically  forgot  all  about  the  organ¬ 
ization  three  years  ago  after  the  anthracite  strike 
ended  in  a  long  time  wage  agreement.  It  had  a 
demoralizing  influence  that  President  Mitchell  is 
now  trying  to  overcome.  The  monthly  bulletin 
prepared  at  the  headquarters  here  will  show  that 
the  total  paid-up  membership  of  the  national 
organization  is  now  240,427,  an  increase  of  6,000 
over  last  month.  There  are  00,000  employes  on 
strike  or  out  of  work  who  are  absolved  from 
payment  of  dues,  but  who  are  otherwise  in  good 
standing. 

The  Claypool  hotel  has  again  been  selected  as 
headquarters  for  the  operators  during  the  joint 
conference.  Already  rooms  have  been  engaged 
for  a  large  delegation  from  Pittsburg  and  other 
points  in  Pennsylvania,  but  so  far  no  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  anthracite  interests  have  made  res¬ 
ervations. 

An  Important  Railroad  Case. 

Wholesale  shippers  are  trying  to  get  a  line  on 
what  the  Indiana  Railway  Commission  will  do 
relative  to  the  complaint  of  discrimination  in  rates 
to  the  gas  belt,  the  principal  manufacturing  cen¬ 
ter  in  the  state.  A  complaint  was  recently  filed 
that  the  railroads  are  furnishing  coal  to  manu¬ 
facturers  for  sixty  cents  a  ton,  to  other  users 
of  steam  coal  at  seventy-five  cents  and  to  retail 
dealers  for  general  consumption  at  eighty-five 
cents.  The  railway  commission  law  says  plainly 
that  there  shall  be  no  discrimination,  but  the  com¬ 
mission  has  been  informed  by  manufacturers  rep¬ 
resenting  an  investment  of  over  $50,000,000  that 
to  attempt  an  adjustment  that  will  result  in  an 
increase  of  freight  rates,  according  to  the  state¬ 
ment  of  freight  agents  here,  will  practically  ruin 
one  of  the  most  prosperous  sections  in  the  state. 

Under  the  circumstances  the  commission  is 
proceeding  slowly,  as  it  has  no  desire  to  cause 
loss  where  it  can  be  avoided. 


The  St.  Louis  Coal  Market. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Sept.  21. —  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  market  is  in  about  the  same  condi¬ 
tion  that  it  has  been  for  several  weeks,  though 
the  last  few  days  marked  a  slight  change  for  the 
better.  Most  of  the  dealers  predict  a  much  bet¬ 
ter  demand  in  the  next  few  weeks.  Operators 
along  the  Louisville  &  Nashville,  the  Vandalia, 
Big  Four,  Illinois  Central,  Southern  and  Wabash 
railroads  report  a  bad  car  shortage.  There  does 
not  seem  to  be  much  hope  for  immediate  relief 
from  this  condition,  either.  In  fact,  some  of  the 
mines  along  the  Wabash  and  Illinois  Central 
are  only  working  about  half  their  capacity,  owing 
to  this  car  shortage. 

There  is  quite  a  little  demand  for  free  coal  on 
the  open  market  and  prices  rule  a  little  better  than 
last  week.  Shipments  seem  fully  to  meet  re¬ 
quirements,  although  they  are  not  as  great  as 
should  be  expected,  allowing  for  shortage  of  cars. 
Shaker  screened  lump  can  be  had  at  $1.10@2.00 
f.  o.  b.  East  St.  Louis.  Screenings  run  from 
about  ten  cents  to  fifteen  cents  f.  o.  b.  The  mines. 

The  retail  market  is  in  a  better  condition  than 
it  has  been  in  for  some  time.  Orders  are  coming 
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in  and  prospects'  of  a  very  large  fall  trade  are 
bright.  Most  of  the  consumers  are  home  and  are 
looking  up  the  coal  question.  Coal  dealers  believe 
that  there  were  more  St.  Louisians  out  of  town 
this  summer  than  ever  before,  consequently  there 
was  a  very  light  summer  business.  Buyers  in  this 
city  are  very  conservative  and  salesmanship  does 
not  avail  much,  because  they  will  only  buy 
when  they  get  ready  and  not  before.  Strikes 
and  rumors  of  strikes  do  not  seem  to  bother 
them  at  all. 

Anthracite  Shipments  Are  Fair. 

Anthracite  shipments  are  very  fair  and  the 
unusually  good  quality  of  coal  that  has  been 
coming  to  this  market  this  summer  continues. 
Yard  prices  have  advanced,  but  the  delivered 
prices  remain  the  same.  Prices  on  Pennsylvania 
anthracite  are  as  follows:  Broken,  $8.15  per  ton 
delivered ;  stove,  egg  and  chestnut,  $8.40  per  ton. 

There  is  not  much  of  a  market  for  domestic 
soft  coals  as  yet,  but  business  in  that  line  is  pick¬ 
ing  up  a  little.  The  local  gas  company  still  re¬ 
tains  the  bulk  of  the  business  and  will  until 
about  the  middle  of  November.  Yard  prices  have 
advanced  about  half  a  cent  a  bushel,  but  deliv¬ 
ered  prices  remain  the  same  as  last  week,  namely, 
$3'.50  per  ton  for  standard ;  $3.00  for  Staunton  or 
.Mt.  Olive;  $3.50  for  Carterville  and  Trenton,  de¬ 
livered. 

Arkansas  anthracite  continues  in  good  demand, 
prices  ranging  from  $7.00  per  ton  for  the  broken 
size  up  to  $7.25  per  ton  for  the  smaller  sizes,  de- 
1  vered.  Arkansas  semi-anthracite  has  a  very 
good  market  and  is  selling  approximately  for  $6.00 
per  ton,  delivered. 

Miners  in  the  Chicago  and  Alton  sub-district, 
by  secret  ballot  Monday,  voted  to  remain  out  un¬ 
til  the  agreement  between  the  executive  board  of 
the  United  Mine  Workers  of  Illinois  and  the  op¬ 
erators  of  the  sub-district  is  abrogated.  This  step 
was  taken  despite  the  advice  of  President  Mitchell 
and  Vice-President  Lewis.  The  vote  was  521 
against  and  165  for  returning  to  work,  pending 
the  result  of  an  appeal  taken  to  President  Mitchell 
on  the  matter. 

The  votes  were  counted  at  Auburn  by  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  four  locals  involved,  located  at 
Auburn,  Virden,  Thayer  and  Divernon.  It 
means  that  the  mines  which  have  been  idle  for 
two  months  and  a  half,  depriving  1,800  men  of 
work,  will  continue  shut  down  for  an  indefinite 
period. 

Additional  details  gained  during  the  week  show 
the  recent  consolidation  of  mines  along  the 
Southern  railway  to  have  been  one  of  the  largest 
deals  ever  carried  to  a  successful  issue  in  the 
Illinois  coal  fields. 

Southern  Coal  Co.  Incorporated. 

The  articles  of  incorporation  filed  at  Belleville 
on  the  eighteenth  throw  more  light  on  the  sub¬ 
ject.  The  capital  stock  of  the  company  is  $1,100,- 
000.  The  purchase  price  of  the  different  proper¬ 
ties  is  as  follows:  Walnut  hill  mine,  $100,000; 
Avery  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  $30,000 ;  Lenz  Coal 
&  Mining  Co.,  two  mines,  $120,000;  Oak  Hill 
mine,  $35,000;  Glendale  No.  2,  $35,000;  Muren 
mine  No.  1,  $100,000;  Muren  mine  No.  2,  $400,- 
000 ;  L:ttle  Oak  mine,  $3,500 ;  Germantown 
mine,  $180,000. 

The  company  also  acquired  300  acres  of  coal 
lands  for  $180,000,  and  options  on  33,478  acres  of 
coal  lands  in  St.  Clair  and  Clinton  counties,  the 
consideration  being  $150,000. 

Several  large  land  transactions  have  taken  place 
in  the  Duquoin  district  in  the  past  few  days.  W. 
Williams,  of  Herrin,  has  closed  options  on  2,000 
acres  of  untouched  coal  lands  on  the  line  of  the 
new  Burlington  route  through  Williamson  county, 
north  of  Herrin.  Underlying  this  tract  there  is  a 
vein  of  coal  ten  feet  in  thickness. 

The  Illinois  Central  has  purchased  9,000  acres 
of  fine  coal  land  in  the  northeast  section  of  Wil¬ 
liamson  county.  The  consideration  is  under¬ 
stood  to  be  $396,290.  This  road  is  trying  to  se¬ 
cure  options  on  other  large  tracts  in  that  county. 

The  Burlington  has  opened  another  large  tract 
of  20,000  acres  lying  east  of  Duquoin.  in  the 
Big  Muddy  and  Carterville  vein.  This  land  has 
never  been  touched.  The  Big  Four  has  purchased 
the  coal  rights  on  8,000  acres  of  land  south  of 
Galatia,  Ill.,  the  consideration  being  $200,000 

V 

The  Semet-Solvay  Co.,  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  is 
about  to  build  a  number  of  additional  coke  ovens 
at  that  point,  which  will  cost  about  $250,000. 


Jin  Jictive  Chicago  Coal  Man. 

Recently  Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.,  Fisher 
building,  Chicago,  promoted  Ridgely  Rea  to  the 
position  of  vice-president,  in  complete  charge 
of  all  city  and  suburban  business.  This  promo¬ 
tion  was  earned  through  the  loyal  efforts  of  Mr. 
Rea  in  the  services  of  this  company  and  as  a 
result  of  his  keen  enthusiasm  in  connection  with 
the  coal  business  with  which  he  has  been  identified 
for  the  past  sixteen  years.  Although  connected 
with  the  industry  for  this  long  period,  Mr.  Rea 
comparatively  is  a  young  man,  having  com¬ 
menced  business  life  as  a  boy.  Hig  first  position 
was  with  the  Consolidated  Coal  Co.  as  car  clerk 
in  1889.  He  continued  with  this  company  for 
nine  years,  earning  promotion  from  successive 
positions  until,  during  the  latter  two  years  of 
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that  period,  he  was  in  charge  of  the  Chicago 
office.  Then,  receiving  an  advantageous  offer,  he 
resigned  and  accepted  a  position  with  the  North 
Western  Fuel  Co.,  in  charge  of  its  bituminous 
department  in  Chicago.  He  continued  with  this 
company  for  three  years,  increasing  his  prestige 
as  a  competent  coal  man.  Four  years  ago  he 
was  offered  the  position 'Of  city  sales  agent  with 
Hunter  W.  Finch  &  Co.  and  accepted.  Since 
going  with  this  company  his  duties  have  been 
broad  and  his  responsibilities  increased.  In  May 
of  the  present  year  he  was  made  vice-president. 


A  special  meeting  of  the  coal  shippers  of  Chi¬ 
cago  and  coal  operators  of  Indiana  and  Illinois 
has  been  called  for  next  Thursday  forenoon  at 
11  o’clock  to  be  held  at  73  Adams  street,  Chi¬ 
cago.  At  that  time  the  matter  of  continuing 
the  Coal  Shippers’  Association  will  be  fully  con¬ 
sidered.  This  organizat'on  has  been  in  existence 
for  the  past  two  and  a  half  years,  accomplish- 
nig  much  that  is  of  benefit  to  the  coal  trade  of 
the  west.  It  is  desired  that  every  coal  shipper 
in  Chicago  shall  be  present  at  that  time  and  as 
many  coal  operators  from  outside  the  city  as  pos¬ 
sible.  If  there  is  a  large  attendance  and  suffi¬ 
cient  interest,  the  association  will  be  broadened 
in  its  scope,  its  affairs  will  be  entrusted  to  com- 


Mr.  Rea  has  many  admirable  qualities  which 
will  bring  him  still  greater  success  in  the  coal 
trade.  He  is  careful  and  conscientious  in  his  re- 
latioiLs  with  customers,  has  a  wide  fundamental 
experience  as  to  matters  pertaining  to  the  prepa¬ 
ration,  shipment  and  sale  of  coal,  and  a  person¬ 
ality  which  wins  for  him  many  friends  among 
his  business  associates.  All  these  qualifications 
and  numerous  others  not  mentioned  have  aided 
greatly  in  the  success  he  has  already  attained. 


Reduce  IQansas  Rates. 

The  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  railroad 
has  announced  a  general  reduction  in  coal  rates 
from  Leavenworth,  Pittsburg  and  Osage  county 
mines  in  the  state  of  Kansas,  which  will  affect 
practically  every  coal  consuming  town  in  the 
state.  In  the  future  the  coal  rates  will  be  de¬ 
termined  according  to  a  mileage  basis,  which  will 
result  in  a  reduction  of  from  fifteen  to  forty 
cents  a  ton  on  all  coal  whether  it  be  steam  or 
nut.  1  he  new  rate  will  be  put  into  effect  imme¬ 
diately  and  will  be  in  force  from  Strong  City  to 
Newton,  on  the  main  line  west  of  Newton,  on 
the  Englewood  branch  west  of  Mulvane  and  on 
the  Pratt  and  Strong  City  branches. 

It  IS  probably  not  generally  known,  but  the 
fact  remains  that  it  was  really  the  Frisco  sys¬ 
tem  that  brought  about  this  reduction  in  the 
freight  rates  on  coal.  'This  system  recently  an¬ 
nounced  a  rate  of  $1.00  on  steam  coal  from  the 
southern  Kansas  field  to  Wichita.  When  the 

Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  railroad  officials 
heard  of  the  action  that  had  been  taken  by  the 
brisco  system,  they  at  once  notified  the  railroad 
commission  of  the:r  intention  to  submit  a  new 
schedule  of  freight  rates.  A  rate  of  ninety 
cents  per  ton  on  steam  coal  was  put  into  effect 
on  coal  from  mines  at  Frontenac  and  from 

Atchison  to  Topeka,  and  thence  through  Em¬ 

poria,  Madison  and  Toronto  and  back  to  the 
mines  through  Chamite.  The  rate  for  steam 
coal  from  Frontenac  to  Wichita  is  $1.00,  this 

rate  to  operate  as  a  maximum  at  intermediate 
points  on  branch  lines,'  between  Frontenac  and 
Wichita.  The  rate  for  points  north  of  Strong 
City,  west  of  Florence.  Newton  and  Wichita 
and  south  of  Winfield  will  be  seventy  per  cent 
of  the  lump  rates. 

This  reduction  in  rates  has  been  welcomed 
by  producers  in  Kansas,  as  their  mines  have 
only  been  running  one  and  two  days  a  week 
and  the  output  is  not  what  it  was  a  few  years 
ago,  because  coal  from  other  states  is  being 
shipped  in  competition  with  Kansas  coal. 

1  he  mines  in  Osage  county  were  almost  all 
closed  down  and  the  lower  rates  have  come  at 
a  very  opportune  time.  The  ninety  cent  rate 
from  Frontenac  mines  is  a  reduction  of  thirty- 
five  cents  per  ton,  while  the  new  rate  of  ninety 
cents  to  Emporia  is  th'rty  cents  lower  than  the 
old  rate  to  that  point. 

It  is  thought  probable  that  other  roads  will 
meet  the  Santa  Fe  in  the  matter  of  rate  reduc¬ 
tions  on  coal  from  both  the  Pittsburg  and 
Osage  districts. 


petent  and  able  men,  and  its  usefulness  increased. 

Any  lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  the  coal 
shippers,  however,  will  result  in  a  discontinu¬ 
ance  of  the  organization.  A  number  of  the 
prominent  coal  shippers  in  Chicago  have  sus¬ 
tained  this  association  during  the  past  two  and 
a  half  years  by  their  own  personal  efforts  and 
by  paying  assessments  into  the  treasury.  Tliosc 
who  have  been  loyal  to  it  feel  that  its  work  lias 
been  of  such  universal  benefit  that  all  of  the  coal 
shippers  should  support  it.  Every  coal  operator 
and  wholesale  coal  shipper  should  be  present  at 
the  meeting.  If  he  is  detained  from  attending 
by  any  cause,  he  should  be  represented  by  some 
member  of  his  staff  who  can  speak  for  him 
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John  Mitchell  is  reported  to  have  said  that  it  is  his  most  cherished  am¬ 
bition  to  make  the  mine  workers  the  highest  paid  class  of  labor  in  the  world. 
If  John  don’t  watch  out  he  will  make  some  of  them  the  least  paid  class  of 
workers  in  the  anthracite  region. 

The  Star,  of  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  offers  consolation  to  its  readers  by  an¬ 
nouncing  that  while  the  price  of  coal  may  be  higher  'during  the  coming  win¬ 
ter,  the  price  of  ice  will  be  cut.  This  certainly  is  an  optimistic  view  of  the 
situation.  The  Star  is  to  be  commended  for  its  broad  ideas. 

The  Coal  Shippers’  dissociation. 

In  the  news  columns  of  The  Black  Diamond  this  week  will  be  found 
an  appeal  to  coal  shippers  in  Chicago  and  coal  producers  in  Indiana  and 
Illinois  to  attend  a  meeting  to  be  held  the  coming  week  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  the  future  of  the  Coal  Shippers’  Association.  At  that  meeting  it 
will  be  determined  by  the  number  of  coal  men  present  whether  the  organiza¬ 
tion  shall  be  continued  or  will  be  dropped.  Some  of  the  most  prominent 
coal  shipping  companies  in  Chicago  were  instrumental  in  organizing  the 
shippers’  association.  The  members  of  these  companies  have  devoted  time 
and  money,  personal  effort  and  marked  ability  to  promoting  the  organization 
thus  far.  They  have  been  unselfish  in  their  loyalty  to  the  whole  interests 


of  the  coal  trade.  Other  coal  shippers  have  been  backward  and  negligent 
in  their  attitude  toward  this  organization.  Those  who  have  been  the  pro¬ 
moters  of  the  association  and  who  have  stood  back  of  it  with  their  purse 
and  personal  effort  feel  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  every  one  who  re¬ 
ceives  benefit  should  share  his  part  of  the  burden.  Unless  this  is  done  they 
realize  that  they  can  not  consistently  maintain  the  organization. 

Tlie  Coal  Shippers’  Association  in  the  two  and  a  half  years  of  its  active 
existence  has  been  a  power  for  good,  not  only  in  Chicago,  but  throughout 
the  western  fields.  Its  policy  was  laid  on  broad  lines,  based  on  conserving 
the  legitimate  rights  and  interests  of  the  railroads  and  the  coal  shipping  com¬ 
panies  rather  than  upon  any  antagonism.  In  its  general  scope  it  was  edu¬ 
cational.  It  taught  the  shipper  that  he  had  certain  rights  which  he  should 
retain,  but  that  he  could  not  take  away  any  of  the  legitimate  rights  of  the 
rail  lines.  It  taught  the  railroads  that  it  was  better  for  them  to  deal  with  a 
body  of  shippers,  utilizing  the  machinery  of  organization,  than  to  deal  di¬ 
rectly  with  each  individual ;  that  by  this  means  time  would  be  saved  and  gen¬ 
erally  better  results  would  follow.  If  the  Coal  Shippers’  Association  con¬ 
tinues  an  active  existence  it  will  broaden  still  further.  Negotiations  and 
relations  with  the  railroads  will  be  the  first  item  in  the  general  policy,  but 
in  addition  it  will  increase  its  field  of  endeavors  and  advocate  and  consum¬ 
mate  many  needed  reforms  between  shipper  and  shipper.  Along  the  lines 
which  have  been  laid  down  for  it,  it  can  do  an  immense  amount  of  good  for 
the  coal  trade.  It  should  never  be  allowed  to  lapse  into  inactivity.  It 
should  be  maintained  at  all  cost,  but  the  expense,  if  all  the  coal  interests 
^[ive  it  the  support  which  is  its  due,  will  be  as  light  on  individual  shippers 
of  coal  as  at  any  time  in  the  past.  This  is  one  reason  why  those  who  have 
been  predominating  factors  in  the  organization  feel  that  they  should  have  the 
support  of  every  coal  interest  in  the  future. 

At  this  point  it  may  be  said  that  the  Coal  Shippers’  Association  is  not 
an  organization  attempting  to  undermine  or  injure  the  railroad  companies. 
Many  of  its  members  in  the  past  have  been  coal  factors  who  were  closely 
allied  with  railroads  and  who  continued  their  membership  in  the  organization 
with'  the  full  sanction  of  the  railroad  interests  with  which  they  were  allied. 

Every  coal  man  in  Chicago  should  be  present  at  the  meeting  next  week. 
There  is  no  business  so  important  that  he  should  permit  it  to  keep  him  away 
from  that  meeting.  The  only  valid  excuse  which  he  can  offer  is  sickness,  if 
he  is  not  present.  If  sickness  detains  him  from  attendance,  then  he  should 
be  represented  by  some  competent  member  of  his  office  staff,  authorized  to 
speak  for  him.  This  meeting  will  mark  a  crucial  point  in  the  history  of  the 
development  of  the  coal  trade  in  the  west.  Winter  is  coming  on  and  with 
it  will  come  conditions  in  the  shipping  trade  which  should  be  handled  with 
wisdom  and  judgment  to  accomplish  the  best  results.  These  conditions  can 
be  handled  wisely  if  the  shippers  are  united  in  a  common  purpose  and  if 
they  stand  together  on  any  reasonable  proposition  which  may  be  brought  to 
their  attention.  Attend  the  coal  shippers  meeting  next  week,  even  though 
you  are  obliged  to  miss  one  or  two  orders  for  coal ! 

I 

Time  to  Buy  Coal. 

Many  of  the  dealers  and  consumers  in  coal  in  this  country  are  without 
adequate  tonnage  of  various  kinds  of  fuel  to  carry  them  over  the  first  few 
weeks  of  activity  which  will  come  with  the  advent  of  winter.  We  have  re¬ 
ferred  in  this  column  to  the  existing  lethargy  which  prevails  on  this  point. 
The  importance  of  this  subject  from  the  standpoint  of  dollars  and  cents  can 
not  be  emphasized  too  strongly.  In  performing  our  functions  as  a  trade 
journal,  looking  after  the  interests  of  our  readers,  we  can  not  refer  to  it 
too  frequently.  If  any  one  doubts  these  statements,  let  him  investigate  for 
himself  and  he  will  find  that  there  is  no  ulterior  motive  in  any  of  the  sug¬ 
gestions,  but  that  the  situation  really  is  critical  and  demands  the  deepest 
thought.  Let  him  call  upon  the  officials  of  rail  lines  over  which  he  makes 
shipments  and  secure  their  candid  opinion.  They  will  substantiate  everything 
we  have  said  and  make  some  additions  which  will  leave  a  lasting  impres¬ 
sion  as  to  the  exact  nature  of  the  transportation  situation. 

In  the  northwest  coal  dealers  and  consumers  are  perhaps  more  apathetic 
concerning  the  purchase  of  coal  than  anywhere  else.  There  they  should  be 
the  most  active  in  this  respect.  In  Minnesota,  the  Dakotas,  Iowa  and  Ne¬ 
braska,  in  western  Wisconsin  and  western  Illinois,  in  eastern  Kansas  and 
northern  Missouri  the  crops  have  been  tremendous.  Railroad  officials  know 
that  they  w'ill  be  obliged  to  provide  every  car  at  their  command  for  the  move¬ 
ment  of  grain  and  produce.  They  know  that  all  the  mercantile  interests 
anticipate  the  largest  fall  business  in  the  historj’  of  general  trade,  and  this 
means  an  excessively  heavy  movement  of  high-grade  freight.  Consider 
these  conditions  without  going  into  the  subject  any  deeper  and  then  decide 
what  the  prospects  are  for  the  movement  of  low-grade  freight,  such  as  coal. 
It  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  say  that  low-grade  freight  is  always  set  on  a 
sidetrack  when  the  train  load  becomes  too  heaN^  or  when  switching  is  to  be 
done,  and  is  permitted  to  remain  there,  sometimes  indefinitely.  Coal  move¬ 
ment  now  in  the  west  requires  one  and  one-half  times  as  long,  on  the  aver- 
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age,  as  it  did  thirty  days  ago.  Coal  cars  ordinarily  during  the  summer  mov¬ 
ing  to  destination  in  a  week  or  ten  days  are  now  out  from  ten  days  to  two 
weeks.  Scarcely  a  railroad  in  all  this  territory  is  giving  the  same  dispatch 
to  freight  it  did  thirty  days  ago.  Mines  in  Illinois  and  Indiana  are  oper¬ 
ating  from  two  to  four  days  a  week  only,  because  cars  can  not  be  obtained. 
Mines  in  West  Virginia  are  receiving  a  quota  of  cars  for  about  one  day  in 
the  week  only,  because  the  cars  can  not  be  obtained.  Mines  in  Ohio  can  not 
produce  sufficient  tonnage  to  meet  the’r  actual  orders,  because  of  the  in¬ 
sufficiency  of  the  car  supply.  These  conditions  are  noted  simply  to  indicate 
what  they  are  throughout  the  bituminous  fields  of  the  country.  At  some 
points  they  are  worse,  while  at  others  they  are  not  so  bad. 

Transportation  is  the  feature  of  the  present  coal  market  situation.  It 
predominates  everything  else.  If  car  shortage  continues  on  the  present  basis, 
and  it  is  likely  to  grow  much  worse  instead  of  better,  the  production  will 
be  lowered  to  a  point  below  actual  consumption.  This  means  that  there  will 
be  insufficient  coal.  Insufficient  coal  means  that  prices  will  advance  rapidly 
and  that  the  annoyances  of  the  retail  dealer  and  seller  of  steam  coal  will  be 
a  big  feature  of  the  situation  from  this  time  forth.  Coal  dealers  who  have 
not  yet  taken  in  their  supply  should  do  so  at  once.  Any  hesitancy  on  their 
part  will  spell  loss. 

Commendable  Labor  Creed. 

In  discussing  conditions  pertaining  to  the  relations  of  capital  and  labor 
it  is  not  often  that  The  Black  Diamond  goes  outside  of  the  policies  sug¬ 
gested  and  in  force  in  the  mining  industry  for  its  Subject  matter.  Capital 
and  labor  as  identified  with  coal  mining  have  made  substantial  progress  in 
reaching  a  common  basis  of  negotiation  and  accomplishment.  This  progress 
during  the  past  ten  years  has  been,  perhaps,  as  marked  in  connection  with  the 
industry  as  it  has  been  anywhere  in  our  industrial  economy. 

Sometimes  by  considering  the  plans  advocated  by  others,  however,  we 
learn  to  make  further  progress  and  secure  new  ideas  for  ourselves.  Man 
is  not  independent.  We  make  the  most  progress  when  we  are  broad  enough 
in  our  views  to  accept  ideas  outside  of  the  routine  of  our  lives.  This  leads 
to  an  advocacy  of  the  labor  creed  laid  down  by  John  Swift,  of  Minnesota. 
Mr.  Swift  has  been  designated  as  the  father  of  labor  unionism  in  that  state; 
he  has  occupied  a  position  of  prominence  as  a  labor  leader  in  Minnesota,  and 
the  unions  in  the  past  have  placed  many  responsibilities  on  him  in  that 
capacity.  In  an  interview  in  the  Herald,  of  Duluth,  recently,  he  said ; 

“I  have  always  noticed  that  the  labor  movement  has  thrived  most  when 
it  was  managed  by  wise  and  conservative  men.  No  one  is  more  desirous  of 
seeing  the  workingman  secure  his  share  of  his  production  than  I,  but  long 
experience  has  taught  me  to  be  cautious.  Rome  was  not  built  in  a  day. 
Our  industrial  system  of  this  moment  is  the  result  of  a  hundred  years’  growth. 
So  labor  must  carefully  and  wisely  make  its  way  forward  through  a  pro¬ 
gressive,  evolutionary  course. 

“There  have  been  strikes  during  the  very  recent  past  that  have  been 
entirely  uncalled  for  and  which  have  done  the  labor  movement  more  harm 
than  good.  I  have  in  mind  a  strike  in  my  own  city  some  two  years  ago, 
where  the  unions  by  one  effort  a  year  previous,  and  without  a  strike,  had 
secured  a  reduction  in  working  hours  from  twelve  to  eight  in  every  flour 
mill  in  Minneapolis.  The  next  year  they  went  after  still  more.  The  Minne¬ 
apolis  mills  were  the  only  ones  which  recognized  the  eight-hour  day.  and 
the  unions  were  in  duty  bound  to  organize  the  flour  mills  of  the  country  be¬ 
fore  they  should  ask  for  anything  more  from  the  Minneapolis  mills.  The 
mill  owners  attempted  to  reason  with  the  union  along  this  line,  but  without 
results.  A  strike  was  called,  and  as  it  was  inopportune  and  hasty  the  men 
lost. 

“Workingmen,  during  the  heat  of  discussion  about  a  strike,  are  often  led 
to  believe  by  hot-headed  leaders  that  the  man  who  advises  caution  is  their 
foe.  I  felt  the  sting  of  such  suspicion  several  times  during  my  life,  but  I 
have  always  managed  to  outlive  it,  and  if  every  labor  leader  acts  rightly, 
no  matter  what  the  immediate  cost  may  be,  he  can  at  least  come  out  of  the 
trouble  maintaining  his  own  self-respect.  This  is  worth  more  than  all  of 
the  false  praise  and  mock  admiration  that  comes  from  falling  in  with  the 
majority  when  it  is  known  that  the  majority  is  in  the  wrong. 

“The  trouble  with  many  of  us  who  take  an  active  part  in  the  work  of 
labor  is  that  we  are  given  too  much  to  soft-soaping  and  flattery  when  we 
ought  to  censure  our  fellow  unionists  who  persist  in  taking  unwarranted 
action. 

“When  unions  act  wisely  and  conservatively  they  invariably  command 
the  respect  and  sympathy  of  the  public.  The  railway  telegraphers,  for  in¬ 
stance,  have  carried  on  their  struggle  admirably  and  against  frightful  odds, 
but  they  hold  the  respect  of  the  people.  Neither  does  this  respect  come  to 
them  because  of  any  ill  feeling  toward  railway  corporations,  but  because  of 
the  behavior  of  the  operators  themselves.  The  printers’  union,  too,  is  being 
respected  by  the  thinking  public  because  it  has  a  reputation  for  conservatism 
and  wise  action. 


“After  all,  it  is  largely  ignorance  that  is  responsible  for  unwise  action 
on  the  part  of  labor.  I  presume,  too,  that  it  is  responsible  for  much  arro¬ 
gance  on  the  part  of  employers.  We  may  be  ever  so  bright,  but  we  never 
can  be  intelligent  men  in  the  labor  movement  until  we  begin  to  know  some¬ 
thing  about  the  other  side  of  the  labor  question  represented  by  the  em¬ 
ployers.  Nor  can  the  employers  become  authorities  on  industrial  conditions 
until  they  get  acquainted  with  the  hopes,  aspirations  and  desires  of  the 
workingmen. 

“I  plead  for  a  fraternity  between  the  employers  and  the  workingmen.  I 
have  no  sympathy  for  that  sentiment  so  often  expressed  by  radical  men  in 
our  mpvement,  that  there  is  no  identity  in  the  interests  of  the  employer  and 
employe.  If  this  contention  is  true,  then  there  can  never  be  industrial  peace, 
and  society  will  always  be  in  a  state  of  unrest. 

“Capital  is  the  creature  of  labor.  One  is  effort  put  forth  in  the  present. 
The  other  is  effort  put  forth  in  the  past.  While  they  have  assumed  different 
forms,  both  are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  promotion  of  industry.  All 
that  is  necessary  to  insure  success  and  peace  is  for  both  sides  to  learn  each 
other’s  rights  and  then  to  act  in  accordance  with  them. 

■‘We  all  need  education  in  this  direction,  and  I  am  devoting  my  time 
among  workingmen  advocating  a  recognition  of  this  principle.” 

This  creed  of  labor  unionism  is  broad  and  liberal  in  its  scope.  There 
is  no  honest  employer  in  the  land  who  can  successfully  controvert  the  funda¬ 
mental  principles  laid  down.  Its  universal  adoption  by  both  capital  and 
labor  would  eliminate  many  hundred  strikes  which  occur  each  year  in  this 
country.  It  is  true  that  labor  is  ignorant  on  some  points.  That  ignorance 
is  increased  owing  to  the  radicalism  of  some  of  the  leaders  and  the  lack 
of  interest  on  the  part  of  many  of  the  employers.  To  eliminate  it  should 
be  the  first  step  of  all  who  desire  to  maintain  peaceful  relations.  Frank 
statements  on  the  part  of  employers  to  their  men  as  to  the  reasons  why  they 
can  not  grant  certain  demands  are  always  educational ;  frank  statements  on 
the  part  of  labor  leaders  as  to  why  they  believe  they  are  entitled  to  certain 
concessions  will  awaken  capital  to  the  position  of  the  laborer,  and  his  needs 
and  necessities  and  will  bring  both  in  closer  harmony.  When  steps 
are  taken  by  both  sides  to  maintain  such  harmony,  strikes  and  lockouts  can 
be  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

There  is  much  in  this  interview  upon  which  both  capital  and  labor  in 
the  coal  industry  can  ponder.  Union  miners  do  not  always  observe  the 
spirit  and  tendency  of  the  thought  which  is  incorporated  in  it.  They  some¬ 
times  place  themselves  in  a  position  similar  to  the  mill  workers  in  Minneapo¬ 
lis,  who  are  referred  to  as  having  followed  an  unwise  and  radical  course. 
Capital  is  sometimes  arrogant  in  its  attitude  toward  employes.  It  should 
never  be  so  arrogant  that  it  can  not  listen  to  reason.  There  seems  to  be  no 
panacea  for  ridding  our  commercial  world  of  these  evils,  yet  the  general 
adoption  of  the  policies  outlined  above  is  a  long  step  in  that  direction. 

There  will  be  a  strike  in  the  anthracite  region  next  April.  On  Sep¬ 
tember  second  the  matter  was  decided  by  the  Journal,  of  Lawrence,  Kas., 
which  said :  “The  Pennsylvania  coal  miners  threaten  to  strike  in  April 
unless  the  demands  for  an  eight-hour  day  and  a  higher  wage  scale  are 
granted.  It  is  safe  to  say  there  will  be  a  strike.” 

J.  S.  Smoot,  commissioner  of  the  Coal  Merchants’  Association  of  New 
York,  is  quoted  recently  as  having  said :  “If  we  are  to  believe  what  Mr. 
Mitchell  is  reported  to  have  said  in  his  recent  speeches,  and  if  his  present 
intentions  are  carried  out,  it  would  seem  very  improbable  that  we  can  escape 
a  strike.”  This  sums  up  the  situation  concisely. 

It  is  reported  from  West  Virginia  that  an  empty  coal  car  was  recently 
discovered  on  a  siding.  That  day  there  were  240  coal  operators  in  the 
office  of  the  general  manager  of  the  railroad  endeavoring  to  have  it  switched 
to  their  mines.  The  car  shortage  in  West  Virginia  is  like  the  war  cloud  in 
the  Balkans — it  is  always  with  us. 

Well,  there  is  one  consolation  about  this  coal  merger  business  down  in 
the  state  of  Indiana.  For  a  brief  period,  at  least,  we  have  had  a  rest  from 
the  stale  jokes  about  that  commonwealth  being  the  home  of  amateur  writers 
and  poets,  which  the  professional  jokesmith  usually  perpetrates  with  such 
alarming  frequency. 

Speaking  of  the  bituminous  trade,  the  sober  old  Albany  Journal  says ; 
"All  stored  supplies  have  become  reduced  to  a  minimum  and  shipments  from 
the  mines  are  absorbed  as  quickly  as  they  are  received.  Prices  are  again  at 
a  profit-making  level.”  In  the  west  this  reads  like  a  dream.  We  wish  it 
were  only  true. 
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Western  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


J.  P.  Walsh,  general  manager  of  sales  of 
the  Pittshurgh  Coal  Co.,  Pitlslnirg,  Pa.,  was  in 
Chicago  the  early  part  of  the  week  on  a  business 
trip. 

The  Crescent  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Plymouth 
building,  Chicago,  has  strengthened  hs  sales 
force  by  the  addition  of  P'rank  A.  Eckart,  who 
will  represent  the  company  in  Indiana. 

Capt.  T.  A.  Lemmon,  of  the  Chicago,  Wilming¬ 
ton  &  Vermillion  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  building, 
Chicago,  was  in  Cincinnati  this  week  attending 
the  annual  reunion  of  the  Ohio  regiment  of 
which  he  was  a  member  during  the  civil  war. 

C.  W.  Gilmore,  vice-president  of  the  Crescent 
Coal  &  Mining  Co,,  Plymouth  building,  Chicago, 
is  in  the  Pocahontas  district  of  West  Virginia 
this  week  “hurrying  up”  Pocahontas  shipments 
for  his  company.  He  will  be  absent  from  the  city 
about  a  fortnight. 

G.  H.  Conn,  manager  of  sales  for  the  Crescent 
Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Plymouth  building,  Chicago, 
has  returned  from  Van  Wert,  Ohio,  where  he 
w'ent  the  early  part  of  last  week  for  the  purpose 
of  returning  home  with  his  family,  who  have 
been  spending  the  summer  there. 

The  Milwaukee  Coke  &  Gas  Co.  has  given  a 
mortgage  for  $1,000,000  on  its  semet-solvay  plant 
at  Milwaukee  to  the  Milwaukee  Trust  Co.  It 
is  understood  that  thbs  money  is  to  be  expended 
in  further  increasing  the  facilities  and  output  of 
the  company.  Additional  ovens  will  be  built  at  ■ 
its  plant  in  Greenfield  avenue  in  that  city. 

George  H.  Farrand,  president  of  the  Sedalia 
Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  re¬ 
turned  last  Sunday  from  Gloster,  Ohio,  where 
he  has  been  settling  up  a  little  difficulty  with 
the  miners  employed  by  the  company  in  its  opera¬ 
tion  at  that  point.  Mr.  Farrand  labored  several 
days  with  the  men  and  the  strike  was  declared 
off. 

F.  C.  Bryan,  vice-president  of  the  St.  Paul  & 
Western  Coal  Co.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  was  in  Chi¬ 
cago  during  the  week  on  a  business  trip.  Mr. 
Bryan  was  formerly  one  of  the  prominent  rail¬ 
road  men  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  but-  he  has  very 
quickly  assimilated  the  ways  of  the  coal  men, 
and  is  now  one  of  the  prominent  factors  in  the 
northwestern  coal  business. 

G.  M.  .Woodward,  western  manager  of  the 
Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Marquette  building,  Qii- 
cago,  returned  the  latter  part  of  last  week  from 
a  business  trip  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  a  con¬ 
ference  was  held  by  the  producers  and  shippers 
of  splint  coal  from  the  Kanawha  district  of  West 
Virginia  last  Friday.  The  conference  was  for 
the  purpose  of  discussing  trade  conditions. 

George  M.  Space,  manager  of  the  northwest¬ 
ern  interests  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  with 
headquarters  at  St.  Paul,  was  in  Oiicago  the 
early  part  of  the  week.  Mr.  Space  came  down 
incidentally  to  look  after  several  matters  of 
business.  He  is  so  popular,  however,  that  his 
numerous  friends  in  Chicago  took  up  most  of 
his  time,  and  he  had  to  sandwich  the  business 
in  between  times. 

R.  B.  Flarder,  of  the  R.  B.  Harder  Coal  Co., 
accompanied  by  Mrs.  Harder  and  F.  A.  Holmes, 
have  returned  from  an  eastern  trip,  during  which 
they  visited  Niagara  Falls,  Albany,  New  York, 
taking  the  trip  down  the  Hudson  and  returning 
by  way  of  Kingston,  Pa.,  where  they  inspected 
the  colliery  of  the  East  Boston  Coal  Co.,  which 
is  represented  in  the  west  as  sales  agent  by  the 
R.  B.  flarder  Coal  Co.  They  report  that  the 
trip  was  a  very  enjoyable  one  in  every  respect. 

D.  E.  Russell,  general  northern  sales  agent 
of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  rail¬ 
road,  coal  department,  accompanied  by  George 
Burke,  from  his  office,  has  been  making  a  visit 
to  the  western  docks  of  the  company  this  week 
looking  over  the  general  situation.  Mr.  Russell 
is  in  full  charge  of  shipments  from  Buffalo  to 
all  the  western  agencies  of  the  company,  so,  in 
view  of  the  possibility  of  a  strike  in  the  anthra¬ 
cite  region  next  spring,  is  greatly  interested  in 
western  conditions.  He  says  that  the  summer 
demand  for  the  “bottled  sunlight  of  past  ages” — 
by  which,  of  course,  he  means  Scranton  coal — 


has  been  most  excellent  in  the  east,  and  expresses 
surprise  at  the  ajjathy  and  indifference  of  the 
western  consumer.  Mr.  Russell  was  formerly  a 
Chicagoan  and  has  many  friends  m  this  city. 

W.  K.  Field,  vice-president  and  general  mana¬ 
ger  of  the  New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Columbus, 
Ohio,  was  in  Chicago  last  week.  Those  who 
noticed  closely  are  of  the  impression  that  Mr. 
Field  wore  a  pleased  smile  while  in  this  part 
of  the  country.  'I'his  has  been  a  banner  year 
for  the  New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  in  the  volume 
of  its  lake  shipments,  and  on  account  of  the 
success  w'hich  has  attended  his  efforts  since  as¬ 
suming  the  management  of  this  company  Mr. 
Field  is  entitled  to  many  congratulations. 

Secretary  Phil  Penna,  of  the  Indiana  Bitumi¬ 
nous  Coal  Operators’  .\ssociation.  has  compiled 
a  list  showing  that  there  are  only  thirty-seven 
independent  coal  companies  remaining  in  the 
state  of  Indiana  out  of  a  total  of  ninety-six, 
the  others  having  been  included  in  various  merg¬ 
ers.  With  a  few  exceptions  all  of  the  companies 
remaining  are  small  producers.  According  to 
these  figures  nearly  sixty  companies  have  been 
absorbed  in  the  six  mergers  that  have  been 
formed  in  that  state  since  the  first  of  the  year. 

E.  L.  Booth,  second  vice  president  of  tip 
North  Western  Eucl  Co.,  Fisher  building,  Chi¬ 
cago,  accompanied  by  Airs.  Booth,  is  taking  a 
swing  around  the  great  lake  regiqn  on  a  vacation 
trip.  Air.  Booth  left  Chicago  with  an  idea  of 
separating  himself  entirely  from  business  on  the 
trip,  but  it  is  almost  a  sure  bet  that  he  will  mix 
up  with  either  anthracite  or  bituminous  coal 
somewhere  along  the  route.  He  is  such  an  en¬ 
thusiast  that  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  forget 
h's  calling,  even  when  he  is  away  on  a  vacation. 

The  Northwestern  Washed  Coal  Co.  has  been 
organized  under  the  laws  of  the  state  of  Ne¬ 
braska  as  a  selling  agent  for  Illinois  Carterville 
washed  coal,  and  will  handle  a  high-grade  prod¬ 
ust  in  Alissouri  river  territory.  C.  R.  Wilson 
has  been  appointed  general  manager  of  the  com- 
Itany.  Mr.  Wilson  was  formerly  identified  with 
C.  W.  Hull  &  Co.,  shippers  of  coal  and  coke  at 
Omaha,  and  is  a  thoroughly  competent  coal  man. 
'I'he  company  will  have  its  offices  in  the  Bee 
building,  Omaha,  and  will  be  prepared  to  make 
very  prompt  shipments  of  Carterville  coal  and 
all  sizes  of  the  washed  product. 

The  Ziegler  District  Colliery  Co.,  with  offices 
in  the  Fisher  building,  Chicago,  has  made  a  test 
of  the  coal  on  its  property  five  miles  from  Zieg¬ 
ler.  111.,  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  its  coking 
qualities.  A  quantity  of  this  coal  was  shipped  to 
Connellsville,  Pa.,  and  was  burned  in  a  beehive 
oven  with  excellent  results.  It  is  claimed  that 
the  coke  show's  only  1.5.5  per  cent  of  sulphur. 
In  appearance  it  is  silvery  gray  and  can  not  be 
distinguished  from  Connellsville  coke.  It  is 
claimed  that  it  will  be  available  for  many  pur¬ 
poses.  The  company  is  considering  the  advis¬ 
ability  of  engaging  in  the  coke  trade. 

.\  delegation  of  representatives  of  western  re¬ 
tail  coal  associations  left  Chicago  Wednesday 
evening  of  this  w'eek  to  attend  the  conference  of 
state  and  interstate  retail  organizations  held 
at  Buffalo,  Thursday  and  Friday,  for  the 
purpose  of  merging  the  National  Council  of 
State  and  Interstate  Associations  and  the  In¬ 
ternational  Anthracite  Merchants’  Association. 
The  members  of  the  western  delegation  w'ere 
C.  AI.  Alorse,  former  president  of  the  North¬ 
western  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  .'Association, 
Winona,  and  G.  H.  Reeves,  Alinneapolis, 
secretary  of  this  organization:  George  T,  Greg¬ 
ory,  Alarshalltown,  vice-president,  and  R.  E. 
Harris,  secretary  of  the  Coal  Dealers’  Association 
of  Iowa  and  Nebraska,  and  Frank  E.  Lukens, 
secretary  of  the  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  Retail 
Coal  Dealers’  Association. 

“Norm”  Birkland.  the  genial  secretary  of  the 
Crescent  Coal  &  Alining  Co..  Plymouth  build- 
inu.  Chicago,  is  w'earing  a  cowboy  hat  and  walks 
witli  his  feet  straddle  fashion  this  w'eek.  It  is 
all  a  result  of  his  trip  to  the  ranch  of  B.  F. 
.Ankeny,  tw'enty-six  miles  from  Lakeside.  Neb. 
Air.  Birkland.  L.  AT.  Shoemaker,  of  Clinton, 
Iowa,  and  Judge  Rice,  Deadwood,  S.  D.,  w'ere  the 


invited  guests,  and  they  spent  two  very  happy 
weeks  on  this  ranch,  which  is  one  of  the  largest 
in  the  state,  consisting  of  78,000  acres.  Much 
of  this  time  “Norm”  was  on  horseback,  and  this 
is  the  reason  that  his  feet  do  not  track  at  present. 
He  got  into  the  habit  of  wearing  the  cowboy 
hat  while  on  the  ranch,  so  that  the  cowboys 
would  not  mistake  him  for  a  tenderfoot.  Inci¬ 
dentally  he  did  some  shooting,  capturing  some 
ducks  and  grouse.  He  says  he  had  a  good  time. 

C.  N.  Alorrison,  city  agent  of  the  North  West¬ 
ern  Fuel  Co.,  Fisher  building,  Chicago,  accom¬ 
panied  by  Mrs.  Morrison,  has  returned  from  a 
most  enjoyable  eastern  recreation  trip,  during 
which  he  visited  all  the  lead  ng  watering  places 
and  points  of  interest  to  tourists.  Air.  and  Mrs. 
Alorrison  left  Chicago  on  the  Northland,  going 
by  way  of  the  great  lakes  to  Buffalo.  From  that 
point  they  visited  the  Thousand  islands,  Mon¬ 
treal,  Quebec,  Lake  Champlain,  Lake  George, 
Saratoga  Springs,  returning  home  by  way  of 
Albany.  Alost  of  the  trip  was  taken  by  water 
routes  to  avoid  the  dirt  and  dust  of  railroad 
travel.  In  the  Thousand  islands  Air.  Alorrison 
went  on  a  fishing  trip  on  the  St.  Lawrence  river 
and  captured  a  number  of  handsome  specimens 
of  the  finny  tribe  found  in  those  waters.  The 
trip  required  nearly  three  weeks  and  was  purely 
for  the  purpose  of  recreation. 

'I'he  Ind  ana  Bituminous  Coal  Operators’  Asso¬ 
ciation,  at  a  recent  meeting  held  in  Terre  Haute, 
Ind.,  selected  delegates  to  attend  the  bituminous 
conference  to  be  held  ill  Chicago,  November 
twenty-second,  with  reference  to  labor  conditions. 
Those  named  are  as  follows :  J.  C.  Kolsem, 
general  manager  of  the  Jackson  Hill  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  Terre  Haute;  Hugh  Shirkie,  Dering  Coal 
Co.,  Terre  Haute;  J.  Smith  Talley,  Terre  Haute; 
R.  R.  Hammond,  president  Dering  Coal  Co., 
Chicago ;  Carl  Scholz,  vice-president  of  the  Con¬ 
solidated  Indiana  Coal  Co.,  Chicago;  J.  K. 
Seifert,  vice-president  and  general  manager  of 
the  Indiana  Southern  Coal  Co..  Chicago;  Job 
Freeman,  of  the  United  Fourth-Vein  Coal  Co., 
Linton,  Ind. ;  A.  AI.  Ogle,  president,  and  John 
McFadyen,  general  manager  of  the  Vandalia 
Coal  Co.,  Indianapolis,  and  George  C.  Rich¬ 
ards.  These  are  the  leading  operators  in  In¬ 
diana. 

The  wedding  of  Aliss  Elsie  Beatrice  Boulton, 
a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Airs.  George  d’Arcy  Boul¬ 
ton,  of  Highland  Park,  to  John  Hunter  Harmon, 
with  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  was 
celebrated  Saturday  afternoon  in  Trinity  church. 
Highland  Park,  by  the  Rev.  Peter  C.  Walcott. 
Aliss  Helen  Wray  Boulton  was  maid  of  honor, 
and  the  bridesmaids  were  Miss  Wesson,  of 
Springfield,  Alass. ;  Aliss  Eleanor  Davis,  New 
York;  Aliss  Dorothy  Upham,  Washington,  D.  C. ; 
Aliss  Cora  Prindiville.  Chicago,  and  Aliss  Aluriel 
Boulton.  Hubert  Pickering  Harmon,  brother 
of  the  groom,  was  best  man.  and  the  ushers  were 
William  AI.  Rutter  and  Arthur  L.  Harmon,  New 
York;  Rhea  B.  Rutter.  Raymond  E.  Durham  and 
Thomas  Prindiville,  of  Chicago,  and  Kenneth  P. 
Boulton  and  Arthur  Van  Schakk.  Following 
the  ceremony  a  large  reception  was  held  at  the 
residence  of  the  bride’s  parents.  Oakhurst.  After 
a  wedding  trip  through  the  east  Air.  and  Airs. 
Harmon  will  reside  in  Highland  Park. 

One  of  the  most  pronounced  victims  of  the 
fishing  habit  in  the  city  of  Chicago  is  Frank  J. 
Browning,  with  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  in  the 
Railwaj'  Exchange  building.  Air.  Browning  has 
acquired  the  habit  to  such  an  extent  that  all  his 
friends  expect  to  have  one  meal  of  fish  every  week 
from  April  first  to  October  first  of  each  year  at 
his  expense.  In  this  respect,  however,  they  met 
with  a  disappointment  the  present  year.  From 
.Apjril  first  to  September  nineteenth  inclusive 
Frank  has  gone  fishing  every  Saturday  afternoon 
but  one.  That  one  was  the  occasion  of  the  coal 
men’s  picnic.  Then  Browning  was  so  busy  that 
he  missed  the  late  train  and  had  to  remain  at 
home  over  Sunday.  He  says  he  did  not  fish 
on  that  occasion,  but  the  knowing  ones  claim 
that  he  baited  a  fish-hook  and  hung  it  under  the 
water  faucet  all  the  next  forenoon  in  the  hope 
that  he  might  catch  something  and  thus  keep  up 
a  habit  which  he  acquired  in  early  childhood 
of  going  fishing  at  least  once  a  week. 
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Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  Sept.  at. 

The  anthracite  market  has  picked  up  generally 
from  the  stationary  position  it  has  occupied  for 
some  weeks.  This  undoubtedly  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  many  retailers  who  have  been  away  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  summer  are  home  and  are 
anxious  to  fill  their  yards  before  real  winter 
weather  sets  in.  This  improvement,  it  is  ex¬ 
pected,  w:ll  continue  for  the  balance  of  the  fall. 

Shippers  report  a  heavy  run  of  orders,  espe¬ 
cially  on  domestic  sizes.  Many  of  the  companies, 
who  for  some  time  have  been  loading  their  prod¬ 
uct  in  boats  before  its  sale,  have  stopped  that 
practice  now  and  are  either  waiting  for  the  or¬ 
ders  to  come  in  or  already  have  sold  the  coal. 

The  all-rail  trade,  as  told  in  this  column  last 
week,  is  rapidly  increasing  and  will  soon  be  of 
such  proportions  it  is  expected  that  the  compa¬ 
nies  will  be  called  upon  to  supply  additional  ton¬ 
nage. 

Small  Sizes  More  Active. 

Small  sizes  are  in  much  better  shape  than  they 
were,  but  more  coal  is  still  being  produced  than 
the  market  calls  for.  The  companies,  it  is  likely, 
will  soon  begin  to  store  steam  sizes  in  order  to 
prepare  for  the  winter,  when  the  larger  sizes  will 
be  more  sought  after. 

The  subject  of  car  supply  is  to  the  fore  again, 
and  there  is  some  uneasiness  concerning  the  sit¬ 
uation.  This  probably  accounts  for  part  of  the 
increase  in  the  demand  in  the  all-rail  trade,  as 
well  a^  in  the  improved  conditions  at  tidewater, 
dealers  fearing  that  unless  they  take  the  present 
opportunity  to  fill  their  bins  they  may  be  caught 
without  the  product  just  at  a  time  when  they  will 
have  many  orders. 

Freights  are  advancing  to  all  points  on  the 
sound  and  the  New  England  coast.  As  a  result 
dealers  are  trying  to  lay  in  a  supply  before  further 
advances  are  made.  The  trade  is'  busy  in  all  di¬ 
rections. 

Local  retail  dealers  report  an  exceedingly  busy 
week,  due  in  part  to  the  return  of  many  con¬ 
sumers  from  their  summer  vacation. 


The  Atlantic  seaboard  bituminous  trade  con¬ 
tinues  strong.  The  market  seems  to  he  diverg¬ 
ing  from  the  lowest  class  of  coals,  yet  there  is 
a  demand  even  for  the  poorer  grades.  Quota¬ 
tions  for  ordinary  steam  grades  of  coal  seems  to 
be  about  $2.60  f.  o.  b  New  York  harbor  ship¬ 
ping  ports,  with  the  lowest  grades  selling  about 
$2..'i0  f.  o.  b.  New  York  harbor  shipping  ports. 
.'\11  the  producers  seem  to  have  a  plentiful  sup¬ 
ply  of  orders  in  shippers’  hands,  and  the  question 
at  the  present  time  seems  to  be  to  get  as  full 
production  forward  to  tide  as  the  facilities  and 
car  supply  will  permit,  and  shippers  are  obliged 
to  piece  around  at  times  to  keep  individual  con¬ 
sumers  going. 

Seaboard  Bituminous  Market  Strong. 

There  is  no  surplus  of  coal  at  any  of  the  tide¬ 
water  shipping  ports,  and  any  large  arrivals  are 
immediately  disposed  of  into  vessels  awaiting  car¬ 
goes.  Shippers’  efforts  at  present  seem  to  be 
rather  to  keep  consumers  from  putting  in  too 
much  tonnage,  but  to  have  them  hold  off  for 
coal  on  the  way.  Some  shippers  have  allowed 
vessels  to  accumulate  and,  accordingly,  got  tied 
up  to  a  certain  extent  in  this  way.  Vessel  ton¬ 
nage  in  one  or  two  instances  was  waiting  for 
more  coal  than  was  really  mined.  This,  of  course, 
has  its  retroactive  features.  Vessel  owners  take 
the  word  of  such  slyppers  with  a  grain  of  salt 
and  promise  vessels  ahead  of  the  time  only  when 
they  are  due  to  arrive. 

The  car  supply  in  some  localities  has  been 
bad,  and  in  others  about  what  was  expected. 
Generally  it  has  been  fair  to  good,  though  most 
producers  do  not  feel  at  all  sure  of  this  partic¬ 
ular  item  of  the  trade.  The  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
railroad  seems  to  have  taken  a  radical  step  in 
stopping  all  its  own  and  Philadelphia  &  Reading 
cars  going  all-rail  to  points  on  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  &  Hartford.  This  is  indicative  of 
either  a  clash  between  the  railroad  for  some 
part’cular  cause  or  causes,  or  the  finding  by  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  that  there  was  not  enough 
coal  cars  to  go  to  its  own  particular  producers 
on  its  own  lines  for  tidewater  business,  on 
which  the  length  of  the  trip  is  very  much  shorter 


than  to  points  on  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
&  Hartford. 

Increased  Demand  in  Far  East. 

1  rade  in  the  far  east  is  showing  an  increased 
demand,  and  all  shippers  on  this  business  are  re¬ 
porting  plenty  of  orders  in  hand  commensurate 
with  their  coal  supply. 

Coastwise  freights  are  a  little  stronger  to  this 
territory,  but  consumers  are  inclined  to  pay  the 
small  advance  to  get  the  coal  now  and  also  for 
the  purpose  of  saving  the  larger  advances  that 
come  with  winter  weather. 

Trade  along  the  sound  is  showing  a  larger  de¬ 
mand  than  can  be  conveniently  taken  care  of, 
and  shipments  to  this  locality  are  being  delayed 
from  time  to  time  as  the  coal  supply  calls  for. 
This  condition  is  wdiat  was  expected  through  the 
summer  time,  when  these  shippers  postponed  tak¬ 
ing  on  their  coal  supply  until  the  usual  fall  de¬ 
mand  set  in. 

New  York  harbor  trade  is  keeping  the  ship¬ 
ping  ports  fairly  well  clear  of  coal,  though  the 
demand  seems  to  be  particularizing  on  certain 
grades  to  the  disadvantage  in  most  cases  of  the 
lower  grades. 

.A.ll-rail  trade  is  showing  large  demand  and 
producers  are  rather  cutting  it  down  in  favor  of 
t’de  shipments  where  possible.  The  action  of  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  in  stopping  all  shipments  to 
points  on  the  New  Haven  road  is  complicathig 
things  in  this  trade. 

Car  supply  is  fairly  good,  though  some  pro¬ 
ducers  are  cut  down  materially  in  what  they 
would  send  forward  due  to  lack  of  cars,  and  the 
supply  seems  variable  according  to  localities  and 
railroads. 

Transportation  is  a  little  slower  than  schedule, 
though  coal  is  forwarded  in  blocks  and  very 
few  cars  seem  to  be  left  behind  to  get  side¬ 
tracked. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market,  vessels  are  in 
fair  supply,  with  rates  firm.  We  quote  current 
rates  of  freight  as  follows :  From  Philadelphia 
to  Boston,  Salem  and  Portland,  70c ;  sound.  OOc ; 
Lynn,  Newburyport  and  Gardiner,  OOc;  Ports¬ 
mouth  and  Bath,  75c. 


Market  J^ews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  21. — ■{Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Continued  improvement  is  reported  in 
this  market  and  greater  activity  is  shown  at  the 
mines,  though  there  is  some  delay  in  forwarding, 
owing  to  a  shortage  of  box  cars  which  has  really 
become  serious.  Particularly  in  anthracite  is  a 
stronger  tone  manifest,  there  being  a  noticeable 
increase  in  the  tonnage  moving.  There  is  a  de¬ 
cided  improvement  in  orders  as  a  result  of  the  close 
of  the  vacation  season.  Manufacturers,  who 
have  been  running  on  short  time  during  the 
hot  months,  are  increasing  their  production  and 
the  management  is  studying  the  fuel  proposition 
with  much  more  interest. 

Lake  Demand  More  Active. 

The  lake  trade  demand  especially  is  becoming 
more  pronounced.  In  the  west,  the  company 
docks  are  being  drawn  upon,  thus  making  room 
for  more  storage  coal,  which  is  being  taken  ad¬ 
vantage  of  by  shippers  who  prefer  to  move  their 
product  as  early  as  possible,  thus  guarding 
against  possible  losses  from  heavy  storms  late  in 
the  season. 

Total  shipments  for  the  past  seven  days  have 
amounted  to  101,800  tons,  distributed  as  follows: 

Chicago  . 47,050  Gladstone  .  1,000 

Milwaukee . 13,650  Sturgeon  Bay  .  .  700 

Superior . 22,900  Menominee  .  1,050 

Duluth  . 11,950  Escanaba  .  900 

Soo  .  2,600 

Total  shipments  for  the  month  up  to  Tuesday 
night  amounted  to  223,700  tons.  Total  shipments 
by  lake  for  September,  1904,  were  393,305  tons. 

At  present,  however,  the  bulk  of  the  forwarding 
is  going  to  Lake  Michigan  ports,  and  as  a  result 
the  first  change  in  rates  made  this  season  has 
gone  into  effect  during  the  past  week.  It  is  a 
reduction  of  five  cents  a  -ton  to  all  ports  above 


Milwaukee.  This  makes  the  carrying  charge  forty 
cents  to  Milwaukee  and  Chicago  and  thirty  cents 
to  Lake  Superior  ports. 

Expect  Activity  in  All-Rail  Trade. 

There  is  every  indication  that  if  cars  can  be 
procured  in  sufficient  number  to  meet  the  de¬ 
mand,  the  fall  of  1905  will  record  an  unusual 
activity  in  the  all-rail  trade.  Never  has  there 
been  more  lively  inquiry  in  the  east,  and  pros¬ 
pects  are  bright.  There  is  no  doubt  that  strike 
talk  has  gone  far  to  produce  this  condition,  for 
with  the  remembrance  of  1902  fresh  in  their 
minds,  consumers  are  not  likely  to  be  caught  nap¬ 
ping.  If  they  can  get  the  coal  they  are  sure  to 
lay  in  good  stocks  before  the  winter  really  sets  in. 

“For  the  season  of  the  year,”  say  all  the  promi¬ 
nent  dealers  and  agents,  "the  outlook  has  never 
been  more  favorable.” 

Reports  that  new  600-foot  lake  freighters  have 
been  ordered  cause  some  speculation  regarding 
the  future  of  lake  navigation,  as  it  will  affect 
the  coal  trade.  With  these  enormous  boats,  it  is 
argued  by  some,  the  smaller  craft  will  gradually 
be  driven  out  of  business,  for  there  will  not  be 
a  sufficient  deman'd  for  their  services  to  keep 
them  in  commission.  Already  the  effects  of  400 
and  500Hoot  boats  have  been  depressing  upon  lake 
navigation.  This  is  felt  by  lake  coal  shippers, 
who  find  it  becoming  more  and  more  difficult 
to  secure  vessel  tonnage  for  the  smaller  lake  ports, 
so  it  seems  possible  that  in  the  not  distant  future 
the  supplying  of  these  side  ])orts  will  have  to  be 
accomplished  over  the  all-rad  routes,  .Said  a 
prominent  .sales  agent  yesterday  : 

‘■Just  as  fast  as  improvements  in  harbor  facili¬ 
ties  and  deepening  of  lake  channels  arc  com¬ 
pleted,  along  comes  some  forwarder  with  a  scheme 
for  a  larger  vessel  with  a  deeper  draft,  resttlting 


in  a  constant  demand  for  harbor  improvements, 
d'here  is  a  serious  question  whether  it  is  good 
policy  to  build  these  lake  leviathans.  While,  per¬ 
haps,  one  individual  or  corporation  is  benefited, 
all  classes  of  lake  labor  and  small  shippers  will 
be  injured  in  a  far  greater  ratio.  Either  the  small 
vessel  owners  will  be  forced  to  advance  rates  or 
lay  up  their  ships.” 

Considerable  interest  was  shown  by  the  coal 
men  in  the  big  meeting  of  the  National  Council 
of  Retail  Coal  Dealers  and  the  International 
Anthracite  Merchants’  Association,  held  here  this 
week.  On  Wednesday  evening  a  meeting  of  the 
local  retailers  was  held  here  at  which  arrangements 
were  completed  for  the  convention  at  which  the 
subject  of  amalgamation  of  the  two  associations 
was  considered.  There  were  speeches  by  promi¬ 
nent  coal  assoc'ation  workers  and  a  feast  spread 
afterward  for  those  in  attendance.  As  the  conven¬ 
tion  has  not  closed  its  labors  at  this  writing,  it 
is  impossible  to  give  the  result  of  its  delibera¬ 
tions. 

Local  Retail  Trade  Active. 

A  prominent  coal  dealer  who  has  just  returned 
to  Buffalo  from  an  e.xtendcd  visit  in  the  west, 
says  that  there  is  a  marked  hesitancy  in  business 
circles  to  engage  in  new  enterprises,  a  tightening 
of  the  money .  market,  which  may  have  its  effect 
on  the  western  coal  trade  later  on.  He  believes 
that  there  is  a  spirit  of  economy  among  manufac¬ 
turers,  a  hesitancy  about  accepting  large  orders, 
which  will  have  a  strong  bearing  on  the  whole¬ 
sale  anthracite  and  bituminous  trade. 

Local  retailers  are  entering  tipon  the  fall  sea¬ 
son  with  rosy  prospects  of  a  lively  demand  .\1- 
ready  local  consumers  are  getting  in  line  with 
new  orders,  and  the  balance  of  the  .August  busi¬ 
ness  is  being  cleaned  tip,  so  that  altogether  the 
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retail  trestles  are  presenting  an  unusually  lively 
aspect  for  this  season  of  the  year. 

Notwithstanding  the  improvement  in  business, 
there  has  been  a  wonderful  scarcity  of  visiting 
coal  men  in  town,  outside  of  the  attendance  at  the 
amalgamation  meeting. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  activity  in  lake  for¬ 
warding,  it  may  be  noted  that  the  Lackawanna  is 
sliipping  an  average  of  10.000  tons  a  day. 


The  Baltimore  Shipping  Trade. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  Sept.  21. —  (Special  CorYe- 
spondence.) — “A  strike  or  no  strike?"  This 
is  indeed  the  vital  question  in  the  coal  business 
here,  as  in  every  section  of  the  cast.  On  the 
December  meeting  of  the  anthracite  miners  hinge 
the  hopes  and  fears  of  the  trade.  If  the  struggle 
comes,  unless  the  strike  be  of  unusual  duration,  it 
probably  will  find  the  big  consuming  interests, 
as  well  as  many  of  the  smaller  fellows,  and  the 
family  consumers  even,  in  much  better  shape  than 
during  the  last  contest  between  the  miners  and 
operating  interests.  Many  have  evidently  re¬ 
ceived  wisdom  through  the  course  of  stern  ex¬ 
perience,  and  already,  at  the  first  suggestions  of 
trouble,  they  are  seeking  cover  by  storing  coal. 
Should  conditions  look  more  serious  as  time 
rolls  on,  there  may  be  an  almost  unprecedented 
demand  for  coal  for  storage  for  future  use. 

Barring  strike  possibilities,  everything  is  steady 
in  the  coal  industry.  Anthracite  is  traveling 
along  at  its  usual  steady  pace,  although  there  is 
some  little  talk  there,  as  with  bituminous,  of  the 
inadequacy  of  car  supply.  Bituminous  is  not  of¬ 
fering  any  special  features  to  attract  attention. 
Tidewater  shipments  are  fair.  The  general  de¬ 
mand  is  about  the  same,  prices  are  reported  as  a 
shade  better,  and  there  are  really  no  new  adverse 
conditions  to  record.  The  tidewater  movement 
has  been  mainly  to  New  England,  although  there 
will  be  some  shipments  south,  including  Galves¬ 
ton,  in  the  next  few  days.  Charters  remain 
steady,  Boston  being  quoted  at  seventy-five  cents 
and  other  ports  in  proportion. 

Coke  is  reported  in  much  better  demand  and 
apparently  has  recovered  from  its  recent  tempo¬ 
rary  troubles. 

Outlook  for  Ccal  Is  Encouraging. 

If  the  fate  of  coal  follows  that  of  steel,  as  is 
so  generally  accepted,  then  the  future  seems 
good.  Iron  and  steel  conditions  are  reported  as 
improving  steadily.  There  has  been  an  active 
demand  for  railroad  equipment,  and  recent  steel 
rail  transactions  are  said  to  have  aggregated 
some  200,000  tons.  Plates  are  in  good  demand 
and  structural  materials  are  so  heavily  sold  ahead 
that  premiums  are  being  more  frequently  paid  to 
secure  required  deliveries. 

It  is  reported  in  this  connection  that  the  Carne¬ 
gie  Steel  Co.  has  withdrawn  from  the  market  for 
1905.  The  order  books  are  reported  to  be  filled 
with  contracts  for  structural  shapes,  steel  rails 
plates  and  billets  and  sheet  bars.  It  is  the  first 
time  since  1892  that  orders  have  been  so  plenti¬ 
ful.  The  tonnage  for  1905,  it  is  stated,  will  be 
greater  than  that  for  1903  and  several  million 
tons  greater  than  for  1904. 

The  export  and  import  business  from  Balti¬ 
more  is  constantly  on  the  increase.  For  the  eight 
months  ending  with  August  the  total  of  imports 
was  $2,641,086.87,  as  against  $1,691,836.47  for  the 
same  period  of  1904.  During  the  eight  months 
just  ended  the  exports  amounted  to  $60,484,750, 
as  compared  with  $52,246,713  during  the  same  pe¬ 
riod  of  last  year,  an  increase  of  over  $8,000,000. 

Jere  H.  Wheelwright,  the  vice-president  of  the 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  was  presented  by  his 
wife  with  a  second  son  last  Friday.  The  child 
was  born  at  the  beautiful  country  home  of  the 
Wheelwrights,  Vesper  Hill,  in  the  Green  Spring 
valley,  near  this  city. 


Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

Reported  by  W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  ship  and 
steamship  brokers.  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York :  There  has  been  very  little  change  in  the 
freight  situation  since  our  last  report,  although 
a  few  steamers  have  been  chartered  during  the 
past  week  at  freight  rates  then  quoted.  The  re¬ 
ported  fixtures  by  the  daily  papers,  however,  are 
misleading,  as  they  are,  as  a  rule,  simply  steam¬ 
ers  named  to  cover  old  contracts,  and  conse¬ 


quently  have  no  bearing  upon  the  present  mar¬ 
ket. 

Tonnage  is  almost  unobtainable  for  September 
loading,  and  the  few  boats  that  have  offered  for 
October-November  loading  at  slight  concessions 
from  September  rates  were  immediately  accepted. 
The  active  demand  for  tonnage  is  not  only  for 
coal,  but  for  cotton,  timber,  general  cargo,  grain, 
etc.  The  general  impression  is  that  as  trade  from 
the  states  has  been  particularly  poor  during  the 
last  two  years,  and  the  demand  much  better  in 
other  quarters,  that  now  the  world’s  available 
tonnage  is  spread  pretty  much  all  over  the  globe, 
which  is  causing  the  present  scarcity  of  tonnage. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows;  $1.50@1.60  to  Havana  and  Matanzas; 
$2.25  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua;  $1.85  to  Daiquiri; 
$1.50@1.60  to  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $1.90@ 
2.00  to  St.  'I'liomas ;  $2.00(a2.25  to  St.  Lucia ; 
$2.00@2.10  to  Barbados;  $1.50  to  Kingston;  $1.80 
@1.90  to  Colon;  $2.50  to  Demarara;  $1.50@1.60 
and  port  charges  to  Curacao;  $1.75  to  Ber¬ 
muda;  $1.85  to  Vera  Cruz;  $1.85  to  Tampico; 
12s  6d@13s  6d  to  Buenos  Ayres;  13s  6d@14s 
to  Rosario;  12s  6d@13s  to  Santos;  12s@13s  to 
Rio ;  $4.50  and  discharged  to  Manila ;  $4.75@5.00 
to  Japanese  ports ;  12s  to  a  direct  port  in  the 
Mediterranean  not  east  of  the  west  coast  of 
Italy,  Spain  excluded. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Sept.  21. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.') — The  improvement  noted  in  the  an¬ 
thracite  market  a  week  ago  continues,  and  all 
indications  point  to  an  expansion  in  this  indus¬ 
try  with  the  approach  of  more  seasonable 
weather,  that  should  result  in  greatly  increased 
activity.  The  amount  of  business  transacted 
from  day  to  day  is  of  appreciable  proportions, 
absorbing  an  increased  tonnage  of  coal  and  as¬ 
serting  a  greater  influence  in  the  trade  generally. 
The  tendency  on  the  part  of  buyers  seems  to 
be  toward  keeping  a  full  stock  of  coal  on  hand, 
and  buyers  are  prompt  in  replenishing  any  de¬ 
pletion  in  the  supply  caused  by  the  current  de¬ 
mand,  this  policy  being  pursued,  possibly,  more 
for  the  purpose  of  accumulating  coal  for  future 
use  than  for  present  requirements.  The  entire 
consuming  trade  unquestionably  will  desire  to 
put  in  stock  a  certain  tonnage  of  coal  to  hold 
in  reserve  over  winter,  in  anticipation  of  possible 
trouble  in  labor  circles  at  the  collieries  next 
spring.  This  undoubtedly  is  being  felt  at  this 
time  by  reason  of  consumers  desiring  early  ship¬ 
ments  to  avoid  any  possible  delay  during  win¬ 
ter,  when  natural  causes  are  apt  to  restrict  de¬ 
liveries.  The  local  and  all-rail  business  shows  a 
strong  tone  and  is  fully  up  to  normal  for  this 
time  of  the  year,  giving  shippers  the  orders  neces¬ 
sary  for  a  prompt  distribution  of  the  coal  com¬ 
ing  forward  from  the  collieries.  Shipments  via 
Delaware  cape  are  showing  a  slight  increase 
over  several  weeks  ago,  which,  it  is  expected, 
will  develop  on  a  larger  scale  from  this  time  for¬ 
ward.  At  retail  the  demand  continues  good, 
dealers  reporting  plenty  of  orders,  this  trade  in 
the  aggregate  being  sufficient  to  keep  dealers  fully 
employed. 

Activity  Continues  in  Bituminous  Coal. 

The  more  active  conditions  prevailing  in  the 
bituminous  coal  market  recently  are  noted  again 
this  week,  with  an  increased  demand  in  some 
directions,  making  shipments  of  coal  more  urg¬ 
ent.  Shippers  generally  are  well  supplied  with 
orders  for  current  delivery,  and  consequently  are 
not  inclined  to  take  on  any  additional  business 
at  present.  The  only  inducement  to  accept  or¬ 
ders  is  through  an  advance  in  price,  which  is 
generally  obtained,  as  many  consumers  who  have 
not  fully  contracted  for  their  winter’s  supply 
are  anxious  to  get  under  cover  before  the  market 
is  still  stronger.  The  car  situation  continues  to 
be  a  feature  in  the  trade,  and  the  present  short¬ 
age  bids  fair  to  become  much  worse  with  the 
increased  traffic  of  other  products,  which  is  likely 
to  seriously  interfere  with  future  deliveries.  Tide 
.shipments  are  in  better  demand,  and  with  the  ad¬ 
vanced  prices  now  ruling,  owing  to  a  healthier 
market  at  those  points,  more  attention  is  being 
given  this  trade  in  preference  to  all-rail  delivery. 
While  the  demand  from  inland  points  is  large, 
the  delay  in  cars  getting  back  to  the  mines,  espe¬ 
cially  where  consigned  to  foreign  roads,  is  cur¬ 
tailing  available  equipment,  which  is  not  desir¬ 


able  to  either  shippers  or  the  transportation  com¬ 
panies.  As  a  result  tidewater  shipments  receive 
first  attention.  The  vessel  market  is  growing 
stronger  and  rates  at  following  current  quota¬ 
tions  are  firm :  Boston,  Salem  and  Portland,  75 
cents;  sound  ports,  60@65c;  Portsmouth  and 
Bath,  80c;  Lynn,  Newburyport  and  Gardiner, 
90c;  Saco,  $1.00@1.05  and  towage. 


The  New  England  Trade. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Sept.  21. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence-) — The  increased  activity  in  anthra¬ 
cite  at  retail  during  the  several  weeks  past  is 
now  reflected  to  a  greater  extent  in  the  whole¬ 
sale  market,  resulting  in  more  orders  for  cur¬ 
rent  shipment  on  both  line  and  tidewater  busi^ 
ness.  The  demand  from  line  points  shows  a  de¬ 
cided  development,  which  is  of  greater  importance 
to  shippers  than  the  trade  from  other  contribut¬ 
ing  districts,  owing  to  the  regularity  with  wh-ch 
orders  come  forward,  and  is  the  principal  fac¬ 
tor  in  the  distribution  of  the  present  available 
tonnage.  Other  points,  however,  are  making 
greater  inquiries  and  already  more  orders  are 
available  for  shipment  to  discharging  ports.  It 
is  anticipated  these  will  show  a  further  material 
increase  as  the  season  advances.  Demand  in 
the  sound  territory  has  been  unusually  slack 
since  the  active  buying,  which  was  noted  up  un¬ 
til  mid-summer,  and  the  opinion  seems  to  pre¬ 
vail  that  this  trade  was  well  supplied  with  coal 
at  that  time,  which,  however,  has  been  reduced 
considerably  by  consumption,  necessitating  a  re¬ 
newal  of  orders  with  the  development  of  the 
regular  fall  demand.  It  is  also  possible  that  some 
business  from  sound  territory  has  been  with¬ 
held  in  order  to  take  advantage  of  the  improved 
facilities  for  unloading  at  ports  where  the  New 
Haven  road  has  been  enlarging  its  dockage  and 
unloading  capacity.  At  such  points  long  delays 
have  been  experienced  in  the  past  in  unload¬ 
ing  cargoes  at  certain  periods,  but  with  the  new 
facilities  completed,  which  will  be  within  a  short 
time,  these  troubles  will  be  eliminated  in  the  fu¬ 
ture.  The  demand  at  retail  is  now  rapidly  ex¬ 
panding,  giving  dealers  a  good  supply  of  orders 
for  present  delivery,  although  no  change  in  price 
has  yet  been  talked  of.  No  doubt  this  is  due 
to  the  large  tonnage  of  coal  carried  through  the 
summer  by  this  class  of  trade,  which  was  bought 
at  the  lower  prices  early  in  the  season.  No 
change  is  anticipated  before  October  first  or 
later. 

Bituminous  Trade  Is  Active. 

The  bituminous  coal  trade  continues  to  show 
the  same  active  demand  that  has  characterized 
this  territory  for  several  weeks  past.  The  move¬ 
ment  of  coal  to  consuming  interests,  while  fairly 
large,  has  not  reached  the  volume  of  tonnage 
represented  by  the  orders  on  shippers’  books. 
It  is  doubtful  whether  all  the  more  important 
orders  can  be  loaded  before  October  first,  at 
which  time  an  advance  of  ten  cents  per  ton  be¬ 
comes  effective  at  the  Virginia  cape  ports,  from 
which  points  the  bulk  of  this  tonnage  is  moved 
under  contract-  With  an  increased  demand  for 
this  coal  from  all  sources  and  a  dearth  of  avail¬ 
able  cars  for  loading,  which  will  become  worse, 
together  with  the  short  supply  of  vessels  offering 
for  charter,  the  future  as  to  any  increased  move¬ 
ment  of  coal  to  this  market,  even  after  the  first 
of  the  month,  is  not  very  bright.  _  And,  indeed, 
a  shortage  of  coal  may  result  with  those  who 
have  not  been  forehanded  in  purchasing  a  suffi¬ 
cient  supply.  Prices  on  all  grades  are  very  firm, 
the  standard  coals  ruling  at  full  circular,  while 
the  ordinary  steam  products  are  slightly  ad¬ 
vanced  over  the  figures  that  prevailed  all  sum¬ 
mer.  For  the  Pennsylvania  varieties  about  $2.95 
@3.10  alongside  this  harbor  seem  to  be  the  pre¬ 
vailing  prices.  The  vessel  market  remains 
strong,  with  a  few  more  vessels  returning  to  the 
coal  trade.  Rates  are  showing  an  upward  ten- 
denev.  The  lower  ports  quote  freights  to 
’round  the  cape  at  75@80c;  60@65c  to  the  sound 
and  55@60c  from  New  York. 

V 

The  work  at  the  Penwell  coal  mine  near 
Springfield.  Ill.,  is  progressing  rapidly.  The 
company  is  putting  in  shaker  screens,  and  it  is 
expected  that  the  mine  will  be  ready  for  opera¬ 
tion  within  a  short  time. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


The  Kolesaver  Co.  was-  recently  incorporated 
in  New  York  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $50,- 
000.  The  incorporators  are  James  E.  Nugent, 
John  Ingle  Jr.  and  James  F.  Egan. 

William  H.  Dartt,  who  owns  new  coal  pockets 
in  West  Twenty-fourth  street.  New  York  city, 
has  returned  from  a  pleasant  vacation  spent  at 
his  old  homestead  at  Springfield,  Vt. 

Olin  J.  Stephens,  president  of  the  New  York 
Coal  Merchants’  Association,  returned  to  New 
York  recently  from  his  farm  at  Hill  View,  near 
Lake  George,  where  he  spent  the  greater  part  of 
the  summer. 

For  the  month  of  August  the  output  of  the  Do¬ 
minion  Coal  Co.,  Montreal,  Canada,  was  339,572 
tons,  the  shipments  for  the  month  being  323,983 
tons.  Ihe  new  No.  6  Dominion  mine  is  about 
ready  to  commence  shipments- 

F.  W.  Schweirs,  owner  of  a  suburban  coal 
yard  and  pocket  in  Woodlawn,  which  is  a  part  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  has  returned  home  from 
a  summer  spent  in  Germany.  His  health  is  Very 
much  improved  as  compared  with  June,  when  he 
went  abroad. 

Isaac  J.  Wistar,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  died  re¬ 
cently  at  his  home  in  that  city  after  a  brief  ill¬ 
ness  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  He  was 
for  a  number  of  years  vice-president  of  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad,  in  charge  of  its  coal  and 
canal  companies.  He  retired  from  active  life  in 
1903. 

Bids  have  been  received  at  Boston,  Mass.,  for 
supplying  the  Boston  city  hospital  with  5,000 
tons  of  George’s  Creek  coal.  Bidders  were  re¬ 
quired  to  specify  name  and  location  of  mines  from 
which  coal  is  taken-  The  figures  named  showed 
a  wide  range,  the  lowest  being  $3.03  per  ton  and 
the  highest  $3.85  per  ton. 

Frederick  Willenbrock  Jr.,  of  the  Hencker 
&  Willenbrock  Co.,  New  York,  recently  returned 
from  a  western  trip,  which  included  a  stay  of 
several  days  in  Chicago  and  other  large  cities. 
It  is  understood  that  this  trip  was  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  purchasing  horses  for  the  firm  and  in- 
cidentally  to  secure  a  few  days’  recreation. 

William  Brennan,  the  well  known  coal  dealer, 
has  returned  to  his  home  in  New  York  city  from 
a  recreation  trip  to  Saratoga,  Lake  Champlain 
and  Lake  George.  Mr.  Brennan  was  absent  from 
the  city  for  nearly  a  fortnight.  He  wears  a  new 
coat  of  tan  and  evidently  derived  much  pleasure 
from  his  tour  of  one  of  the  most  picturesque  por¬ 
tions  of  New  York  state. 

A  meeting  of  the  conciliation  board  was  held 
recently  at  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  and  a  number  of 
grievances  were  considered,  but  no  decisions 
were  given.  All  the  miners’  representatives  were 
present,  but  the  operators  were  represented  by 
only  one  member.  The  next  meeting  is  to  be 
held  at  Scranton,  when  decisions  as  to  the  griev¬ 
ances  considered  will  be  rendered. 

Henry  J.  Lange,  of  the  Weber-Bunge-Lange 
Coal  Co.,  has  recently  returned  from  a  trip  of 
three  months’  duration  through  Europe.  He 
visited  Italy,  Germany,  Switzerland,  France,  Bel¬ 
gium  and  England,  stopping  at  all  the  important 
points  of  interest  to  tourists.  Mr.  Lange  en¬ 
joyed  the  trip  very  much  and  his  physical  condi¬ 
tion  has  been  materially  improved  as  a  result  of 
his  travels. 

W.  A.  Lathrope,  Dorrancetown,  Pa.,  for  a 
number  of  years  general  superintendent  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa-,  has 
resigned  to  accept  a  position  as  president  of  the 
Jed  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  which  recently  was  formed 
at  Scranton  to  develop  coal  lands  near  Welch, 
W.  Va.  The  company  is  capitalized  at  $300,000. 

It  IS  the  intention  of  the  company  to  build  200 
coke  ovens  on  the  newly  acquired  property. 

Joseph  Gordon,  a  coal  dealer  at  Thirty-seventh 
street  and  East  river.  New  York  city,  who  is 
building  a  new  coal  pocket  at  that  point,  can  not 
give  as  much  time  to  his  coal  business  as  for¬ 
merly.  He  was  recently  appointed  assistant  su- 
^rintendent  of  the  building  department  of  New 
York  city,  and  this  requires  a  large  amount  of 
his  attention.  His  new  coal  pocket,  it  is  ex¬ 
pected,  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  on  November 


first.  In  the  meantime  Mr.  Gordon  is  dividing 
up  his  energies,  but  nevertheless  all  his  interests 
are  receiving  the  attention  which  they  merit. 

A  company  is  to  be  organized  in  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  a  de¬ 
vice  which  promises  to  save  twenty-five  per  cent 
of  the  coal  now  used  in  domestic  healers  of  all 
kinds.  The  device  is  the  invention  of  Wilbur 
F.  Herrick,  of  New  York  city'  and  has  been 
tested  in  the  homes  of  several  prominent  busi¬ 
ness  men  of  that  city,  meeting  with  success,  it 
is  claimed.  The  company  will  be  capitalized  at 
$10,000- 

Commissioner  J.  S.  Smoot,  of  the  New  York 
Coal  Merchants’  Association,  has  been  looking 
up  the  yachtsmen  in  the  coal  trade  and  has  dis¬ 
covered  that  there  are  quite  a  number  of  them. 
Prominent  among  these  are  Col.  Robert  Oly¬ 
phant,  whose  yacht  Venona  has  won  three  races 
in  the  New  York  Yacht  Club  regatta;  Walter 
F.  Blaisdell,  whose  sloop  Massasoit  is  a  leader 
in  Peconic  bay,  and  J.  H.  Thorn,  owner  of  the 
steam  yacht  Halcyon. 

The  miners  at  the  Hazel  Brook  colliery  of  J.  S. 
VTntz  &  Co.,  Hazelton,  Pa.,  recently  held  a  meet¬ 
ing  for  the  purpose  of  taking  steps  to  collect 
the  sum  of  $4,000  which  they  claim  the  company 
owes  them  by  reason  of  overcharges  for  powder, 
s  nee  the  award  of  the  strike  commission  went 
into  effect.  The  peace  body  decided  that  the 
company  should  not  have  charged  more  than 
$2.00  per  keg  for  powder,  whereas  the  miners 
claim  they  were  charged  $2.75  and  $3.00  per  keg. 

William  H.  White,  a  well  known  coal  dealer 
in  New  York  city,  is  residing  for  the  present  at 
Park  Ridge,  N.  J.,  coming  to  the  city  every 
other  day  to  look  after  his  business  interests. 
Mr.  White  has  had  more  than  his  share  of  petty 
annoyances  this  summer  and  appreciates  the  re¬ 
lief  from  his  duties  which  this  suburban  resi¬ 
dence  gives  him.  The  contractor  who  built  his 
coal  pockets  a  year  ago  erred  in  his  ideas  of 
construction  and  the  owner  has  been  obliged  to 
make  many  repairs  and  reconstruct  a  portion  of 
the  pockets  during  the  last  few  months. 

A  new  coal  and  coke  company  is  being  formed 
at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  which  has  purchased  and 
will  develop  large  tracts  of  coal  land  in  West 
Virginia,  comprising  nearly  3,000  acres.  Several 
Pittsburg  capitalists  are  interested  in  the  new 
enterprise,  and  it  is  said  that  Pittsburg  will  fur¬ 
nish  a  large  share  of  the  machinery  to  be  used. 
The  price  paid  for  the  land  is  said  to  be  $300,000. 
J.  M.  Rhodes,  of  Philadelphia,  will  be  heavily 
interested  and  is  one  of  the  promoters.  Other 
stockholders  are  James  W.  Fulton,  Johnstown; 
Howard  Butcher  Jr.,  Philadelphia;  C.  N.  Lewis, 
Reynoldsville ;  F.  E.  McElfresh  and  S.  B.  Fair- 
man,  of  Paterson,  N.  J. 

A  large  party  of  members  of  the  Philadelphia 
Coal  Exchange  recently  started  from  the  Read¬ 
ing  Terminal  _  in  Philadelphia,  Pa„  bound  for  a 
five  days’  outing  at  Lake  Champlain.  After  din¬ 
ner  in  New  York  they  started  up  the  Hudson 
on  the  night  boat,  arriving  in  Albany  the  next 
morning,  traveling  by  rail  to  Lake  George  and 
then  completing  their  outward  bound  journey  on 
^  Lake  George  boat.  A  very  enjoyable  time  was 
participated  in  by  all  present.  Th's  association 
was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  a 
square  deal  for  every  one,  and  its  members  are 
in  duty  bound  to  deliver  a  full  ton  of  coal,  2,240 
pounds,  to  their  customers.  James  A.  Walker 
is  president  and  C.  K.  Scull  secretary.  The  ex¬ 
cursion  was  largely  attended  and  was  very  suc¬ 
cessful  in  every  respect. 

The  convention  of  mine  workers  of  the  three 
anthracite  districts  will  be  held  at  Shamokin, 
Pa.,  on  December  fourteenth.  The  miners  of 
these  three  districts  will  soon  elect  delegates  to 
represent  them  at  the  meeting.  This  convention 
is  to  be  held  for  the  purpose  of  formulating  de¬ 
mands  to  be  presented  to  the  operators  next 
spring.  President  Mitchell  has  been  holding 
frequent  meetings  in  the  anthracite  region  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  two  months,  with  a  view  to  strength¬ 
ening  the  union.  Among  the  demands  which 
probably  will  be  formulated  at  this  convention 
may  be  mentioned  an  eight-hour  work  day  for 
all  classes  of  miners,  recognition  of  the  union 


and  a  yearly  agreement  with  the  coal  companies 
similar  to  that  existing  in  some  of  the  bituminous 
fields  of  the  middle  west. 

The  New  Haven  railroad  is  erecting  an  im¬ 
mense  coal  wharf  on  the  water  front  at  New 
Haven,  which  is  calculated  to  relieve,  to  a  great 
extent,  the  congestion  along  the  main  line  from 
New  Haven  to  New  York.  The  New  Haven 
road,  in  spite  of  its  four  tracks,  has  been  growing 
more  and  more  congested  during  the  past  few 
months.  Subsidiary  routes  are  also  being  pro¬ 
vided  for  that  part  of  the  traffic  which  can  not 
be  successfully  handled  on  the  main  line,  even 
after  the  work  of  substituting  four-track  bridges 
in  place  of  the  double-track  structures  now  in 
use  is  completed.  One  of  these  new  routes  is 
the  Highland  division,  which  is  now  being 
double-tracked  from  Danbury  to  the  Hudson 
river,  where  the  Poughkeepsie  bridge  completes 
the  connections  with  the  through  lines  to  the 
west  and  the  coal  fields  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
work  on  the  wharf  is  being  carried  on  rapidly. 

1  estimony  is  being  gathered  from  bituminous 
operators  from  eight  different  states,  in  Scran¬ 
ton,  Pa.,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  test  case 
which  will  be  tried  next  November  in  that  city 
to  decide  the  constitutionality  of  a  law  passed 
by  the  Pennsylvania  legislature  in  1897  for  the 
protection,  it  is  sa’d,  of  the  anthracite  coal 
miners.  The  anthracite  operators  of  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  are  in  hopes  that  they  will  be  able  to  nullify 
tins  certificate  law,  which,  if  accomplished,  will 
greatly  affect  the  miners’  union.  The  matter  at 
issue  refers  to  an  act  passed  by  the  legislature 
to  the  effect  that  no  man  can  work  in  the  an¬ 
thracite  mines  as  a  miner  until  he  has  worked 
two  years  as  a  helper  and  has  received  a  quali¬ 
fying  miner’s  certificate.  A  helper  only  receives 
about  half  the  wages  of  a  regular  miner  and  does 
little  except  load  coal  on  the  cars,  while  the 
miner  plans  the  digging  and  gets  out  the  coal. 
The  law,  it  is  claimed,  was  passed  in  the  interest 
of  the  unions.  Therefore  the  operators  are  not 
able  to  fill  the  places  of  strikers,  as  every  man 
brought  in  from  other  mines,  particularly  bitu¬ 
minous,  must  serve  two  years  as  a  helper  be¬ 
fore  he  can  mine  coal,  although  it  has  been  dem¬ 
onstrated  that  a  miner  can  work  equally  well  in 
anthracite  or  bituminous  mines,  as  the  methods 
employed  are  practically  the  same.  The  test 
case  to  be  tried  is  that  of  a  practical  bituminous 
miner  from  Illinois,  who,  without  having  worked 
two  years  in  the  anthracite  mines  of  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  began  work  as  an  anthracite  miner.  He  has 
been  summoned  into  a  court  of  equity  to  show 
cause  why  his  certificate  should  not  be  taken 
from  him.  An  effort  will  be  niade  to  show  that 
such  a  law  is  unconstitutional,  as  it  discriminates 
against  the  bituminous  miners. 

J^ew  York  Central  Shipments. 

Shipments  of  coal  over  the  Beech  Creek  branch 
of  the  New  York  Central  railroad  for  the  week 
ending  August  thirty-first  amounted  to  265,618 
tons,  making  a  total  of  5,888,662  tons  for  the 
year  to  that  date,  as  against  4,719,059  tons  for 
the  corresponding  period  in  1904,  an  increase  of 
1,169,603  tons.  Coke  shipments  for  this  period 
in  1905  were  61,246  tons,  as  compared  with  17,- 
834  tons  a  year  ago. 

For  the  week  ending  September  seventh  the 
coal  shipments  were  157,419  tons,  making  a  total 
for  the  year  to  that  date  of  6,046,081  tons,  as 
compared  with  4,841,927  tons  last  year,  an  in¬ 
crease  of  1,204,154  tons.  Coke  shipments  to  the 
same  date  were  61,759  tons,  as  against  18,256 
tons  in  1904. 

Pennsylvania  Shipments. 

Shipments  of  coal  and  coke  originating  on  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad  east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie 
for  the  week  ending  September  ninth,  amounted 
to  815,124  tons,  divided  as  follows : 

1905.  1005.  1904. 

Week  end.  Year  to  Year  to 

Sept.  9.  Sept.  9.  Sept  10. 

Anthracite,  short  tons....  67.097  3,175,303  3,043,323 

liituminous,  short  tons. .  .581,342  19,070,040  13,370,497 

Coke,  short  tons . 202,085  7,505,944  5,772,904 


Totals  . 851,124  30,351,287  27,186,624 
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Raton  Coal  Field 

A  large  (lcveli)i)iiieiil  of  tlic  Ralon  coal  field 
in  northern  New  Mexico  is  expected  in  con- 
setiiience  of  the  sale  of  all  of  the  property  of 
the  Raton  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  to  the  new  St.  Loins. 
Rocky  Mountain  &  I’acific  Co.  1  his  latter  cor¬ 
poration,  which  was  chartered  some  six  weeks 
ago,  has  heen  financed  by  Fisk  &  Robinson  of 
New  York,  and  a  syndicate  who  have  bought 
$7.()()(),i)()t)  of  five  per  cent  bonds,  and,  in  tiddi- 
tion  to  increasing  the  output  of  coal,  it  will  binld 
120  miles  of  railway  east  and  west  of  Raton. 
Diverging  from  the  main  line  of  the  Colorado  & 
Southern  railway  at  J)es  Moines,  N.  M.,  eighty 
miles  below  Trinidad,  Col.,  the  railway  will  run 
westward  to  Raton,  thence  southwestward  to  the 
Cimarron  valley  and  up  the  Cimarron  canon  to 
the  Elizabethtown  mining  district  in  the  Mo¬ 
reno  valley.  Branch  lines  to  the  Blossburg  and 
Van  llouten  coal  mines  acquired  from  the  Raton 
company  will  give  the  railway  its  foundation 
of  coal  traffic.  . 

The  St.  Louis,  Rocky  Mountain  &  Pacific  com¬ 
pany’s  coal  property,  as  taken  over  from  the  Ra¬ 
ton  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  is  situated  in  Colfax 
county.  New  Mexico,  in  the  foothills  of  the  east¬ 
ern  slope  of  the  Rocky  mountains,  just  south  of 
the  southern  boundary  line  of  Colorado.  It  is  a 
continuation  of  the  well-known  1  rinidad  coal 
field.  The  property  consists  of  189T70  acres  of 
coal  land  in  fee  simple,  and  coal  rights  and  ^r- 
face  necessary  for  mining  in  314,300  acres.  4  he 
area  controlled,  about  800  square  miles,  is  one- 
half  as  large  again  as  all  of  the  anthracite  re¬ 
gions  of  Pennsylvania,  and  five  times  as  large  as 
the  entire  Connellsville  basin.  Ibis  property  is 
the  largest  body  of  coal  land  under  one  ()wner- 
ship  in  the  United  States.  The  coal  lies  in 
horizontal  veins,  mostly  from  five  to  thirteen 
feet  thick,  and  is  mined  by  tunnels  or  drifts  and 
entries  along  the  veins  into  the  mesas  or  foot- 
bills- 

Special  expert  examinations  of  the  coal  field 
and  its  contents  have  been  made  by  three  emi¬ 
nent  geologists  and  engineers.  Prof.  Orestes  St. 
John,  of  Iowa  and  Kansas;  E.  V.  d’Invilliers,  of 
Philadelphia,  and  William  Griffith,  of  Scranton, 
Pa.  Within  about  28,000  acres,  or  44  square 
miles  of  the  land  owned  in  fee,  which  is  adjacent 
to  the  mines  now  in  operation,  the  quantity  of 
available  coal,  in  one  vein  only,  actually  devel- 
Oped  and  proved  by  tunnels,  and  diamond  drill 
borings,  is  estimated  by  Professor  St.  John  at 
not  less  than  245,000,000  tons.  According  to 
Messrs.  d’Invilliers  and  Griffith,  the  amount  of 
workable  coal  in  about  43,000  acres  of  this  coal 
bed,  and  in  the  same  vein,  is  at  least  300,000,000 
tons,  fexclusive  of  50,000,000  tons  of  valuable  coal 
for  ’domestic  use  in  higher  seams  now  being 
opened. 

Immense  Quantity  of  Coal. 

Based  upon  careful  explorations  and  outcrop 
exposures  in  parts  of  the  field  not  yet  absolutely 
proven.  Professor  St.  John  estimates  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  workable  coal  in  one-half  of  the  entire 
area  of  800  square  miles  controlled  by  the  com¬ 
pany  at  about  2,250,000,000  tons.  Similar  investi¬ 
gations  in  substantially  the  same  half  of  the 
total  area  have  led  Messrs.  d’Invilliers  and  Grif¬ 
fith  to  the  conclusion  that  the  remainder  of  the 
tract  outside  of  the.  proven  territory  contains 
an  “enormous  reserve  tonnage.’’ 

At  the  lowest  computation  the  amount  of  coal 
already  developed  and  proven  would  permit  of 
an  output  of  3,500,000  tons  per  annum  for  100 
years,  while  the  area  estimated  upon  by  Profes¬ 
sor  St.  John  would  yield  10,000,000  tons  a  year 
for  225  years. 

All  of  the  coal  in  the  Raton  field  is  bituminous. 
Its  satisfactory  quality  for  its  several  uses  has 
been  determined  repeatedly  by  scientific  analyses, 
as  well  as  by  more  than  twenty  years  of  daily 
consumption.  It  is  clear  and  bright,  and  its 
physical  qualities  are  most  favorable  for  the 
production  of  a  first  rate  shipping  product.  As  a 
steam  coal,  and  for  the  production  of  coke  for 
smelters,  it  has  been  found  to  give  very  satis¬ 
factory  results,  and  an  upper  seam  now  being  de¬ 
veloped  for  the  first  time,  yields  a  superior 
domestic  fuel  and  produces  a  still  more  satisfac¬ 
tory  coke. 

All  the  Raton  coals  are  notably  low  in  sul¬ 
phur.  The  “upper  seam,”  referred  to  above, 
contains  coal  that,  upon  its  development  on  a 


In  Flew  Mexico. 

commercial  scale,  should  meet  with  active  and 
large  demand  for  domestic  purposes  throughout 
a  wide  extent  of  country. 

Two  Mines  are  in  Operation. 

The  company  has  in  operation  two  new  and 
well  equipped  coal  mining  plants,  one  with  a 
single  drift  opening,  at  Blossburg,  four  or  five 
m  les  west  of  Raton,  N.  M.,  and  one,  with  three 
drift  openings,  at  Van  Houten,  some  ten  miles 
southwest  of  Raton.  These  mines  are  connected 
by  rail  with  the  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe 
railway,  from  which  they  are  distant  about  five 
mles  and  nine  miles  respectively.  Ihey  will 
have  similar  connections  at  nearer  junction  points 
with  the  St.  Louis,  Rocky  Mountain  &  Pacific 
railroad  when  built.  Mining  began  in  the  Bloss- 
burg  district  in  1882,  and  has  been  prosecuted 
uninterruptedly  on  a  moderate  scale  to  this  time, 
although  the  present  more  extensive  workings, 
with  their  power  house,  tipples,  etc.,  are  less  than 
two  years  old.  The  larger  Van  Houten  mines 
were  opened  in  1902,  with  all  modern  appliances 
for  economical  operation,  including  a  complete 
system  of  electric  haulage.  Owing  to  the  advan¬ 
tageous  location  of  the  mines,  all  of  them  being 
drifts,  and  the  employment  of  gravity  to  the 
utmost,  coal  can  be  produced  at  a  minimum  cost. 
No  mines  in  the  west  are  better  off  in  this  re¬ 
spect. 

The  company’s  coke  ovens,,  now  eighty-four 
in  number,  are  situated  at  Gardiner,  near  Bloss¬ 
burg.  They  are  supplied  with  slack  coal  both 
from  Blossburg  and  from  Van  Houten,  and  are 
in  successful  operation.  A  new  washer  of  large 
capacity  was  completed  in  March  of  this  year. 

When  run  to  their  full  capacity  the  Blossburg 
and  Van  Houten  mines  can  now  produce,  as  a 
re’sult  of  the  development  of  the  last  two  years, 
nearly  3,000  tons  of  coal  per  day,  and  the  Gard¬ 
iner  coke  ovens  42,000  tons  of  coke  per  annum. 

Capacity  Is  to  Be  Increased. 

With  a  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  bond  issue 
arranged  for  in  New  York  the  capacity  of  the 
mines  on  the  seams  now  worked  at  Van  Houten 
and  Blossburg  will  be  increased  to  about  4,000 
tons  of  steam  coal  a  day ;  mines  for  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  domestic  coal  to  the  amount  of  not  less 
than  2,000  tons  a  day  will  be  opened  on  the 
upper  measures,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present 
Blossburg  mine,  and  the  number  of  coke  ovens 
for  the  consumption  of  slack  will  be  increased 
to  265  and  the  capacity  of  the  ovens  to  132,500 
tons  of  coke  a  year.  •  Sufficient  funds  will  re¬ 
main  available  to  bring  up  the  output  of  coal 
ultimately  to  3,000,000  tons  a  year,  and  to  in; 
crease  the  output  of  coke  to  correspond.  In 
the  calendar  year  1903  the  coal  sales  from  the 
Raton  mines  amounted  to  378,500  tons,  and  in 
the  calendar  year  1904  to  391,200  tons,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  strike  in  sympathy  lyith  the  great 
strike  in  Colorado,  which  began  in  November, 

1903,  and  continued  until  the  summer  of  1904. 
Only  a  nominal  amount  of  coke  was  made  in 

1904,  because  of  the  strike  and  the  rebuilding 
of  the  ovens  and  the  construction  of  the  new 
washer,  but  this  summer  coke  making  has  been 
resumed  up  to  the  capacity  of  the  existing  ovens. 

In  view  of  existing  contracts  amounting  to 
450,000  tons  per  year,  the  current  requirements 
for  additional  coal,  the  new  markets  to  be 
reached  or  created  by  the  proposed  railroad  con¬ 
struction,  the  phenomenal  growth  of  the  min¬ 
ing,  smelting  and  other  industries  of  the  south¬ 
west,  and  particularly  the  demand  for  domestic 
coal  of  the  character  of  that  now  in  course  of 
development,  an  early  increase  in  the  output  of 
coal  to  not  less  than  1,200,000  tons  per  annum 
is  anticipated. 

Henry  Koehler  Jr.,  vice-president  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  Trust  Co.  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  St.  Louis,  Rocky  Mountain  &  Pa¬ 
cific  Co.,  and  J.  Van  Houten,  hitherto  manager 
of  the  Raton  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  is  general  man¬ 
ager.  Work  is  already  in  process  on  the  en¬ 
largement  of  the  mining  operations  and  the 
railroad  is  being  located. 

V 

Gray  Bros.,  of  Pana,  Ill.,  have  taken  options 
on  3,000  acres  of  coal  land  in  that  vicinity,  and 
if  coal  is  found  in  paying  quantities,  after  drill¬ 
ing,  development  work  will  be  rushed. 


Commend  John  P.  Reese. 

John  P,  Reese,  secretary  and  commissioner 
of  the  Iowa  Coal  Operators’  Association,  is  re¬ 
ceiving  commendation  from  the  newspapers  of  the 
state  on  account  of  the  common  sense  and  ability 
which  he  displayed  in  his  address  on  labor  day 
at  Keokuk,  Iowa.  The  address  has  been  very 
widely  commented  upon  and  has  met  with  a  most 
favorable,  response.  Owing  to  Mr.  Reese’s  close 
relations  with  the  coal  industry  his  remarks  will 
be  of  interest  to  readers  of  The  Black  Diamond. 
The  Standard  of  Keokuk,  Iowa,  said  of  it : 

“Organized  labor  has  every  reason  to  be  very- 
proud  of  the  celebration  of  the  holiday  of  labor 
last  Monday  in  Keokuk. 

“Under  the  management  of  the  Trades  and 
Labor  assembly  this  celebration  gave  an  excellent 
opportunity  to  learn  what  are  the  guiding  policies 
of  trades  unionism  in  Keokuk,  for  such  things 
tell  much  more  than  orations  or  any  kind  of 
talk  about'  the  real  character  of  organizations. 

‘  riie  celebration  was  a  success  in  every  way, 
and  by  every  rule  of  right  conduct.  The  crowds 
were  like  those  which  used  to  come  to  Keokuk 
on  the  Fourth  of  July  in  size  and  character.  No¬ 
body  could  have  told  from  the  crowds  what  was 
the  occasion  of  the  holiday,  for  the  people  on 
the  streets  and  in  the  park  were  exactly  the 
same  kind  of  people  who  come  out  on  any  public 
occasion.  If  anybody  had  an  idea  that  the  wage 
earning  class  would  put  in  evidence  any  pecu- 
l  arities  of  face,  dress  or  action,  that  anybody 
was  disappointed ;  for  except  by  the  badges  it 
might  have  been  a  church  picnic  or  the  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  completion  of  the  water  power. 

"The  amusements  were  very  clean,  the  music 
was  good,  the  parade  was  a  revelation,  and  only 
the  chill  weather  was  objectionable.  Notwith¬ 
standing  the  weather  being  cold,  thousands  came 
to  Keokuk  from  the  surrounding  country,  over 
a  thousand  coming  from  Fort  Madison  alone 
"Ihe  oration  of  John  P.  Reese  may  be  taken 
fairly  to  represent  the  attitude  of  the  portion  of 
organized  labor  which  brought  him  to  Keokuk 
to  address  the  public — that  is  to  say,  of  Keokuk 
organized  labor.  It  is  a  pity  that  those  em¬ 
ployers  who  look  upon  labor  organizations  as 
always  bugbears  were  not  all  out  to  hear  this 
mouthpiece  of  Keokuk  organized  labor,  or  at 
least  its  dominant  note. 

"There  was  a  time  and  there  were  places 
where  labor  orations  were  the  idle  vaporings  of 
blatherskites  knowing  nothing  of  economics  and 
less  of  the  rights  of  mankind,  who  were  chiefly 
concerned  in  raising  a  fuss  and  keeping  it  boil¬ 
ing.  Evidently  this  is  not  the  time  nor  place 
for  such  speeches. 

“Mr.  Reese  was  as  careful  in  his  economics 
as  a  college  professor,  as  conservative  in  his 
ideas  as  a  banker,  as  peaceful  in  his  attitude  as 
any  American  should  be.  and  as  appreciative  of 
the  rights  of  others  as  a  true  Christian.  He  hit 
hard  blows  at  any  socialistic  ideas  floating  around 
and  said  that  all  wage  earners  should  wake  up 
from  such  dreams,  whxh  could  never  be  realized. 
He  counseled  against  mixing  politics  into  trades 
unionism.  He  talked  good  horse  sense  all  the 
time  and  gave  advice  the  following  of  which 
can  not  help  but  strengthen  unionism  in  any 
community  with  employers  and  the  'public  alike. 
Withal,  he  made  a  good  speech,  rhetorically  con¬ 
sidered,  and  his  delivery  was  excellent. 

“All  in  all  the  successful  celebration  of  Labor 
Day  in  Keokuk  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  the 
unions  in  Keokuk,  which  are  dominated  by  the 
.spirit  shown  in  everything  last  Monday.  If  any 
unions  are  not  in  harmony  with  that  spiru  they 
lack  the  factors  necessary  to  success,  and  the 
sooner  they  get  into  line  with  the  brainiest  of 
labor  leaders  the  better  for  themselves  at  least.” 

V 

A  merger  of  coal  companies  has  just  been 
completed  at  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  the  new  com¬ 
pany  being  known  as  the  Cherokee  Fuel  Co. 
The  companies  included  in  the  merger  are  the 
J.  R.  Crowe  Coal  &  Mining  Co. ;  the  Southern 
Coal  &  Mercantile  Co. ;  the  Fleming  Coal  Co. ; 
the  Cherokee  Crescent  Coal  Co.,  and  the  J.  H. 
Bennett  Coal  Co.  The  principal  place  of  busi¬ 
ness  will  be  Kansas  City.  Mo.  The  officers  of 
the  new'-  corporation  are  J.  R.  Crowe,  president : 
I.  M.  Fleming,  vice-president  and  treasurer: 
H.  D.  Buchanan,  secretary.  J.  A.  Brogan  will 
be  agent  for  the  company  at  Joplin,  Mo. 
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Preparing  and  Washing  Carterville 

Coal. 


The  term  washing,  used  in  connection  with  the 
preparation  of  coal,  is  not  strictly  correct,  be¬ 
cause  it  is  a  process  of  separation,  using  water 
as  the  medium  by  which  it  is  accomplished.  The 
principle  involved  in  the  washing,  or  separating, 
process  is  that  of  the  difference  in  weight  between 
the  coal  and  impurities,  the  latter  being  much 
the  heavier.  The  washing  device,  known  as  a 
jig,  is  a  rectangular  compartment,  kept  filled 
with  coal  and  running  water  and  constantly  agi¬ 
tated.  The  weight  of  coal,  being  only  slightly 
heavier  than  water,  the  tendency  is  to  almost 
cause  it  to  float,  while  the  impurities,  being 
heavier,  displace  the  coal  and  settle  to  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  jig.  So  the  action,  owing  to  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  apparatus  and  the  presence  of  water, 
is  to  allow  the  heavy  impurities  to  work  their 
way  down  through  the  coal  to  the  bottom,  where 
they  are  removed,  while  the  coal  passes  away 
above,  to  be  replaced  by  a  further  supply. 

The  principal  constituents  in  the  impurities  are 
alumina  (clay),  silica  (glass),  iron  and  sulphur. 
The  latter  three  melt  at  comparatively  low  tem¬ 
peratures  and  hence  readily  make  clinkers,  which 
are  particularly  objectionable  because  they  form 
compact  masses,  which  exclude  the  air  to  a  very 
serious  extent  and  differ  greatly  in  this  respect 
from  an  accumulation  of  loose,  open,  porous  ash. 
Their  weight  is  also  greatest,  and  for  this  reason 
they  lend  themselves  more  readily  to  separation. 
Therefore,  in  addition  to  the  removal  of  an  im¬ 
portant  portion  of  total  ash,  the  tendency  of  the 
washing  process  is  to  remove  particularly  the 
most  harmful  portion. 

If  the  impurities  were  present  in  the  coal  seam, 
uniformly  distributed  throughout  the  mass,  it 
would  be  irnpossible  to  remove  them  by  the 
washing  process.  They,  however,  are  so  distrib¬ 
uted  only  in  exceptional  cases,  with  which  this 
subject  is  not  required  to  deal.  The  tendency  is 
for  the  more  objectionable  portions  of  the  im¬ 
purities  to  be  present  in  a  more  or  less  separated 
condition.  For  example,  in  thin  veins  or  indi- 
v:dual  bodies  in  such  manner  as  to  become 
separated  from  the  coal  in  breakage.  For  ex- 
arnple,  sulphur,  which  is  present  as  a  sulphide, 
exists  in  such  manner  and  very  often  in  small 
masses  and  long  or-  continuous  streaks,  and  even 
if  a  small  portion  of  coal  adheres  to  it,  the  su¬ 
perior  weight  of  the  sulphur  carries  it  down  in 
the  washing  process,  so  it  is  removed  from  the 
coal. 

How  Impurities  Are  Removed. 

In  the  process  of  mining,  some  foreign  matter 
from  the  strata  above  or  below  the  coal  seam, 
or  both,  gets  into  the  coal.  It  is  to  the  interest 
of  the  mine  operator  to  prevent  this,  because  its 
presence  adds  to  the  cost  of  the  coal  and  injures 
its  quality  unless  removed.  For  these  reasons 
an  effort  is  always  made  to  reduce  such  matter 
to  a  minimum.  The  size,  however,  is  such  that 
it  goes  into  small  sizes  of  coal,  and  for  this  rea¬ 
son  can  only  be  removed  by  washing. 

The  effect  of  the  use  of  washed  coal  on  smoke 
production  is  as  follows:  With  bad  and  careless 
firing,  in  each  case  washed  will  make  much  less 
smoke  than  unwashed  coal.  Some  boilers  and 
furnaces  are  so  constructed  and  arranged  that 
they  are  in  large  measure  instrumental  in  caus¬ 
ing  smoke.  With  such  the  use  of  washed  coal 
will  result  in  it  being  much  less  and  with  careful 
manipulation  may  be  almost  avoided.  With  a 
moderately  good  boiler  and  furnace,  carefully 
fired,  smoke  can  be  entirely  avoided,  and  with  a 
good  combination  of  boiler  and  furnace,  with  the 
use  of  washed  coal  smoke  is  easily  prevented. 

Inasmuch  as  the  amount  of  fuel  removed  from 
the  furnace  when  the  fires  are  cleaned  is  largely 
in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  ash,  it  follows 
that  when  washed  coal  is  used  this  loss  is  less. 
This  is  especially  true  of  automatic  stokers. 

Valuable  Feature  of  Washed  Coal. 

One  of  the  particularly  valuable  features  of 
washed  coal  is  that  much  larger  furnace  capacity 
can  be  realized,  often  of  great  importance  in 
plants  which  have  been  extended  so  that  the 
boiler  capacity  is  no  longer  sufficient.  In  such 


cases  it  is  always  possible  to  secure  greatly  in¬ 
creased  capacity  over  that  with  similar  but  un¬ 
washed  coal,  and  at  the  same  time  greater  econo¬ 
my  in  fuel  may  be  secured.  The  latter,  however, 
is  largely  dependent  on  the  proper  use  of  the 
fuel  and  may  be  illustrated  by  a  typical  ex¬ 
ample.  * 

It  may,  in  a  certain  case,  be  difficult  or  impossi¬ 
ble  to  maintain  steam  pressure,  although  the  fire¬ 
men  work  hard  to  do  so.  Fires  require  frequent 
cleaning,  smoke  is  produced,  and  there  is  a 
large  amount  of  ashes  to  be  removed.  Let 
washed  coal  be  adopted.  The  result  is  that  the 
labor  of  cleaning  fires  is  reduced,  the  amount  of 
ash  to  be  handled  is  less,  trouble  from  smoke  is 
remedied,  and  to  prevent  the  safety  valves  from 
blowing  the  fires  are  allowed  to  burn  low,  so 
that  the  full  capacity  of  good  hot  fires  can  not'  be 
used  without  making  too  much  steam.  The  re¬ 
sult  with  such  condition  is  that  a  large  amount 
of  unnecessary  air  flows  into  the  furnaces,  caus¬ 
ing  low  furnace  temperature.  But  on  account 
of  increased  cost  of  fuel,  due  to  improper  condi¬ 
tions,  the  washed  coal  is  at  a  disadvantage.  With 
such  a  case  as  this  the  furnace  capacity  should 
be  reduced  an  amount  that  would  have  made  it 
possible  to  have  maintained  a  strong  hot  fire  on 
all  of  the  grate  surface  in  use.  all  of  the  time. 

Where  Coal  Washing  Has  Been  Developed. 

The  locality  in  Illinois  where  the  coal-washing 
business  has  reached  its  greatest  development  is 
in  the  south  end  of  the  state  in  Williamson 
county,  where  the  best  Illinois  coal  is  mined. 
In  this  county  the  washed  coal  all  comes  from 
No.  7  seam,  which  is  extensively  mined  and 
washed.  The  mining  operations  lie  on  an  east 
and  west  line,  slightly  north  of  the  city  of  Ma¬ 
rion,  the  county  seat,  and  extend  west  from  that 
city,  the  best  coal  being  located  at  and  near  East 
Carterville.  The  coal  seam  is  developed  over  a 
large  territory  at  a  thickness  of  nine  feet,  is  of 
excellent  quality,  and  the  character  of  its  ash  is 
such  that  the  washing  process  adds  an  important 
value  to  the  fuel. 

How  Sizes  Are  Graded. 

The  preparation  of  graded  sizes  of  washed  coal 
is  on  an  extensive  scale,  each  of  which  is  espe¬ 
cially  suited  to  some  particular  condition  or  fur¬ 
nace.  These  sizes  are  five  in  number,  governed  in 
dimensions  by  the  size  of  the  screens,  as  follows : 


- Screens - 

Size.  Over  Through 

No.  1  . 1)4  inch  ,3  inch 

No.  2  . 1  inch  (1)4)  'nch 

No.  3  . 1  inch  1)4  inch 

No.  4  . 1)4  inch  1  inch 

No.  5  .  14  inch 


The  demand  for  washed  coal  is  increasing 
daily.  The  trade  is  becoming  tired  of  paying 
freight  on  sulphur,  stone  and  other  impurities 
when  they  can  all  be  eliminated  by  the  washing 
process.  Washed  coal  burns  free  of  soot,  will 
not  run  on  the  grate  or  clinker. 


District  Meeting  at  Creston. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  September  the  Iowa  and 
Nebraska  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  held 
a  district  meeting  at  Creston,  Iowa,  attended  by 
retail  coal  dealers  from  a  distance  of  fifty  miles 
around  that  center.  There  were  forty  bona  Me 
coal  dealers  present  at  this  conference,  and  it 
was  very  successful  in  every  respect. 

One  of  the  subjects  given  most  attention  in 
the  discussion  was  the  encroachment  of  coopera¬ 
tive  coal  yards  upon  the  business  of  the  legiti¬ 
mate  retail  dealers.^  In  this  connection  it  may  be 
said  that  farmers 'in  central  Iowa  and  in  fact 
throughout  the  state  have  been  organizing  co¬ 
operative  companies  to  engage  in  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness.  Latterly  these  companies  have  become  very 
aggressive  in  securing  new  stockholders.  The  co¬ 
operative  concerns  can  be  described  under  two 
headings.  One  of  them  does  business  praetically 
the  same  as  the  ordinary  retailer,  charging  full 


prices  for  coal  and  equipping  the  yard  with  scales 
and  an  office,  paying  dividends  to  the  stockhold¬ 
ers  out  of  the  profits.  The  other  class  sells  coal 
at  cost  to  customers.  In  very  many  instances 
this  coal  is  sold  at  an  actual  loss,  the  cooperative 
company  taking  no  account  of  the  loss  in  transit 
or  any  of  the  numerous  other  features  which  in¬ 
crease  the  cost  of  the  coal  when  laid  down  in  a 
retail  yard.  T  hese  latter  cooperative  concerns 
do  an  immen.se  amount  of  injury  in  communi¬ 
ties  where  they  operate.  They  make  the  con¬ 
sumers  think  that  the  regular  dealers  are  “rob¬ 
bers”  and  “pirates.” 

Oppose  Co-operative  Coal  Companies. 

i\Iost  of  the  opposition  of  the  dealers  present 
at  this  meeting  was  directed  at  this  class  of  co¬ 
operative  concerns.  No  formal  action  was  taken 
by  those  present,  but  it  was  decided  that  each 
should  use  his  best  effort  as  an  individual  to 
secure  the  cooperation  of  coal  operators  and 
coal  shippers  in  preventing  these  companies  from 
continuing  to  be  the  factor  they  are  now.  It  is 
believed  that  much  good  wnll  result  from  the 
meeting  and  that  this  disturbing  feature  of  the 
trade  in  that  section  of  the  state  will  be  partially, 
if  not  wholly,  eliminated. 

The  Iowa  and  Nebraska  Coal  Dealers’  Asso¬ 
ciation  is  planning  to  hold  a  district  meeting  on 
September  twenty-seventh  at  Boone.  Iowa.  It 
is  expected  at  that  time  that  invitations  will  be 
:ssued  to  all  the  coal  dealers  within  a  radius 
of  fifty  iniles  and  the  attendance  w'ill  be  very 
large.  The  association  is  grow’ing  very  rapidly 
in  its  membership.  Thus  far  in  September  it 
has  received  twenty-three  new  members  in  the 
two  states,  making  the  total  up  to  the  present 
time  1,1, 77  members. 


Wagon  Prices  at  Chicago. 


ANTHRACITE. 

Grate  .  $6.50 

Stove  .  6.75 

Chestnut  . , .  6.73 

Kgg  .  6.75 

BITUMINOUS. 

Hocking  lump  .  $3.75 

Hocking  nut  .  3.25 

Illinois  lump,  egg  and  nut .  2.75 

Indiana  lump,  egg  and  nut .  2.75 

Wilmington  chunks  .  3.25 

New  Kentucky  lump  and  egg .  3.50 

No.  1  washed  nut .  3.25 

Brazil  block  .  3.50 

Jackson  Hill  and  Wellston .  4.75 

Cannel  lump  .  6.25 

Smithing .  4.50 

West  Virginia  splint .  4.OO 

Gas-house  coke  .  5.00 


V 

Governor  Deneen  recently  appointed  David 
Christie,  of  Murphysboro,  Ill.,  to  serve  on  the 
state  mining  board,  and  named  the  ten  mine  in¬ 
spectors  required  by  the  new  law.  The  inspec¬ 
tors  are :  First  district.  Hector  McAllister, 
Streator;  second  district,  Thomas  Hudson, 
Galva;  third,  James  Taylor,  Peoria;  fourth, 
Thomas  Weeks,  Bloomington ;  fifth,  Thomas 
Hannah,  Riverton;  sixth,  Frank  J.  Campbell, 
Marysville ;  seventh,  William  Williams,  Marissa ; 
eighth,  Walton  Rutledge,  Alton;  ninth,  John 
Dunlop,  Centralia;  tenth,  Thomas  Little,  Nerrin. 
Thomas  Little  succeeds  William  Atkinson,  who 
was  killed  in  the  mine  catastrophe  at  Zeigler. 

V 

Handy  Bros.,  of  Bay  City.  Mich.,  recently  sunk 
a  shaft  and  began  development  work  on  coal 
property  which  they  have  acquired  in  that  field. 
'I'he  property  is  known  as  the  Powell  farm. 
The  mine  will  be  equipped  with  modern  machin¬ 
ery  and  it  is  hoped  to  have  it  in  shape  for  opera¬ 
tion  within  a  short  time. 

V 

'Hie  Woolley  Coal  Co..  Evansville.  Ind..  is 
installing  a  washery  at  its  mine  in  that  vicinity. 
Other  improvements  will  also  be  made  which  will 
represent  an  expenditure  of  $100,000. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


In  the  Field  of  the  Iletailer. 

Written  by  the  Yard  Manager. 


It  is  not  always  the  coal  dealer  who  sticks  to 
the  same  methods  of  doing  business  as  the  other 
fellow,  year  in  and  year  out,  who  attains  the 
greatest  success. 

This  thought  occurred  to  me  this  week  when  a 
salesman  took  time  enough  off  one  evening  be¬ 
tween  writing  letters  to  the  house  and  playing 
poker  with  the  boys  to  tell  me  some  of  his 
griefs. 

It  seems  that  this  young  man,  who  has  much 
to  learn,  was  told  by  his  firm  to  introduce  a 
new  domestic  coal  to  his  trade. 

When  he  came  to  me  with  the  story  of  his 
trials  and  tribulations  in  connection  with  intro¬ 
ducing  this  coal,  he  wound  up  by  saying  that  of 
something  like  forty  or  fifty  coal  dealers  he  had 
called  upon,  only  three  had  consented  to  take  in 
a  trial  car.  He  did  not  know  what  the  house 
would  think  of  it,  but  claimed  he  had  worked  as 
hard  as  he  could  to  sell  that  coal  and  had,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  neglected  some  of  his  regular 
lines  in  an  effort  to  push  it.  “The  trouble  is,” 
he  concluded,  “that  coal  dealers  get  into  the 
habit  of  handling  certain  grades  and  kinds  of 
coal,  and  they  do  not  care  to  take  in  anything 
else,  so  I  am  up  against  it  proper.” 

I  do  not  know  whether  this  salesman  did  his 
whole  duty  in  attempting  to  introduce  this  coal 
or  not.  Personally,  I  have  mighty  little  confi¬ 
dence  in  his  ability  to  introduce  much  of  any¬ 
thing,  because  it  seems  to  me  that  he  pays  too 
much  attention  to  poker  and  the  other  boys,  and 
too  little  attention  to  the  retailer  who  might 
buy  his  coal.  Possibly  I  am  prejudiced  against 
him,  but  this  is  the  thought  which  struck  me 
while  he  was  talking. 

But  that  is  neither  here  nor  there.  If  he  does 
not  do  his  work  well  he  is  with  a  house  that  will 
get  some  one  who  does.  In  connection  with  the 
introduction  of  such  coal  I  tried  to  place  myself 
in  the  position  of  the  retailer  who  is  approached 
to  take  in  a  new  kind  of  product  and  introduce  it 
to  the  trade. 

I  know  just  what  the  introduction  of  a  new 
coal  means. 

Introducing  a  New  Coal. 

In  the  first  place,  you  do  not  dare  give  much 
of  a  first  order  when  you  take  it  in,  for  fear 
that  it  has  been  represented  way  beyond  the 
quality  which  it  really  has,  and  you  will  get 
“stuck.” 

Then  you  haven’t  any  bin  room  for  it.  You 
figure  you  are  handling  too  many  kinds  of  coal 
now,  and  every  bin  in  the  yard  is  used  for  a 
purpose,  and  as  you  do  not  want  to  discard  any 
of  the  old  kinds  of  coal  you  wouldn’t  know 
where  to  put  it. 

And,  last  of  all,  after  it  arrives  you  will  have 
to  devote-  much  more  energy  to  selling  the  coal 
than  you  do  to  disposing  of  a  product  which  al¬ 
ready  is  well  known  among  your  customers. 

These  are  some  of  many  considerations  which 
make  you  reluctant  to  order  the  unheard-of 
product,  so  that  even  the  best  of  salesmen  who 
might  approach  you  on  this  subject  would  have 
a  hard  time  convincing  you.  This  particularly 
is  true  where  most  of  your  sales  are  made  by 
clerks  who  are  careless  and  do  not  push  new 
coals  as  you  would  if  you  were  in  the  office 
yourself. 

On  the  other  hand  a  dealer  can  better  estab¬ 
lish  his  business  and  increase  the  scope  of  it 
many  times,  by  being  the  first  to  take  in  a  new 
coal,  and  by  pushing  the  sale  of  it,  especially  if 
it  is  a  good  coal. 

One  of  the  first  considerations  in  this  connec¬ 
tion  is  found  in  the  fact  that  such  a  coal  can'  be 
sold  at  a  much  wider  margin  of  profit.  Estab¬ 
lished  coals  in  a  community  are  sold  by  every 
dealer,  and  where  all  dealers  handle  them  it  is 
difficult  to  obtain  more  than  a  dollar  or  a  dollar 
and  a  quarter  gross  profit,  from  which  cartage 
and  other  costs  must  be  deducted. 

Can  Make  Better  Profit. 

On  the  other  hand  the  dealer  who  takes  in  a 
high  grade  domestic  coal,  if  he  is  wise,  and  con¬ 
trols  the  sale  of  it  in  his  town  or  city,  can  make 


a  profit  of  $2.00  a  ton,  and  no  one  need  know 
anything  concerning  it. 

And  I  want  to  say  right  here  that  two  dollars 
profit  on  a  ton  of  coal  is  a  whole  lot  better  than 
it  looks  on  paper. 

With  a  gross  profit  of  only  $1.00  a  ton  you 
have  your  expenses  of  doing  business  to  deduct, 
which  may  run  from  forty  to  eighty  cents.  With 
the  sale  of  the  more  profitable  coal,,  your  ex¬ 
penses  for  handling  and  cartage,  etc.,  are  the 
same,  and  your  profit  five  to  ten  times  as  large. 
See  the  point? 

If  a  dealer  in  the  smaller  towns  and  cities 
is  approached  by  a  salesman  introduc'iig  an  un¬ 
known  coal,  he  should  satisfy  himself  on  several 
points. 

The  first  of  these  is  to  determine  the  quality 
of  the  coal.  Most  salesmen  are  fairly  truthful, 
and  by  dint  of  hard  questioning  you  can  dis¬ 
cover  whether  they  have  confidence  in  their  coal 
or  not. 

Occasionally  some  one  of  them  is  ignorant, 
and  then  the  problem  is  a  more  difficult  one.  A 
sample  car  of  coal  will  decide  it,  if  the  merchant 
has  any  knowledge  of  the  coal  business. 

After  you  have  satisfied  yourself  that  the  coal 
is  of  good  quality,  and  that  it  is  reasonably 
cheap  at  the  price  at  which  it  is  offered  to 
you,  the  next  thing  is  to  secure  the  exclusive 
agency  for  it. 

Secure  the  Exclusive  Agency. 

If  you  are  progressive  enough  to  take  the  coal 
in,  you  are  entitled  to  the  agency  for  one  or  two 
years,  or  longer,  because  it  means  more  work 
for  you.  And  this  agency  idea  is  not  a  bad  one, 
because,  if  the  coal  introduces  in  good  shape  after 
you  have  started  it,  there  is  no  one  under  the 
sun  who  can  sell  that  coal,  providing,  of  course, 
you  are  dealing  with  a  reputable  firm. 

In  the  introduction  of  the  new  coal  a  good 
salesman  can  secure  a  trial  for  it.  When  Mrs. 
Jones  calls  to  order  her  coal,  tell  her  about  this 
new  product  and  ask  her  to  come  out  in  the  yard 
and  see  it.  Explain  the  coal  to  her,  for  you 
must  be  thoroughly  posted  concerning  it,  and  then 
induce  her  to  take  a  ton  or  half  a  ton.  You 
will  be  surprised  how  quickly  most  of  your  cus¬ 
tomers  will  accept  your  recommendation,  and  if 
the  coal  really  has  merit  how  rapidly  it  will  ad¬ 
vertise  itself. 

There  is  always  an  advantage  in  handling  a 
product  which  no  one  else  has  or  can  handle.  It 
gives  you  a  natural  monopoly  in  your  market 
that  will  afford  much  more  profit  than  if  it  is 
necessary  to  compete  with  every  Tom,  Dick  and 
Harry  in  the  town  on  every  coal  you  handle. 

It  seems  to  me,  if  I  were  a  retailer,  occasionally 
I  would  do  like  the  jobber  on  this  proposition. 
I  would  dig  around  until  I  could  secure  some 
coal  of  quality  that  no  one  else  had  ever  heard 
of,  get  the  agency  for  it  in  a  town  or  community, 
then  introduce  it  thoroughly,  and  when  I  had 
done  this  if  I  had  the  time  would  branch  out  in 
the  wholesale  trade,  selling  carlots  of  this  coal 
at  intervals  to  dealers  in  other  cities  who  could 
be  reached  easily. 

This  idea  has  been  the  starting  point  for  a 
great  many  coal  men  who  have  engaged  in  the 
wholesale  coal  business.  Having  control  of  a 
coal,  they  begin  to  branch  out,  and  the  first 
thing  they  know  have  a  thriving  wholesale  as 
well  as  retail  business.  The  Yard  Manager. 


Hold  Banquet  Jit  Ft.  Wayne. 

The  eighteenth  annual  banquet  of  the  Fort 
Wayne  Coal  Exchange  was  held  on  September 
thirteenth  at  the  Anthony  Wayne  Club  in  that 
city.  It  was  a  very  pleasant  affair  in  every  re¬ 
spect  and  was  -attended  by  success  in  cementing 
closer  relations  between  the  local  dealers,  the 
sales  agents  and  other  factors  in  the  coal  trade. 
The  attendance  included  every  retail  firm  in 
Fort  Wayne  with  one  or  two  exceptions.  There 
were  also  several  guests  from  out  of  town,  who 
responded  to  toasts  on  the  program. 

The  banquet  was  one  of  the  most  evenly  bal¬ 
anced  and  attractive  in  its  combined  pleasures  of 


any  ever  provided  on  a  similar  occasion.  George 

H.  Krudop  was  the  toastmaster  and  fulfilled 

the  duties  of  that  trying  position  most  excellently. 
The  responses  to  the  toasts  were  generally  brief 
and  concise,  most  of  the  speakers  talking  direct 
to  the  point  on  the  subjects  assigned  them. 

Those  on  the  toast  program  were  as  follows : 

“Assocjation”  . Robert  Lake 

“Relation  of  the  Producer  to  the  Dealer”. . 

.  Ned  Scott 

“Hard  Coal”  . Charles  E.  Crall 

“Soft  Coal”  . J.  M.  Moderwell 

“Slack”  . D.  H.  Thiele 

“Smithing  Coal”' . Joseph  F.  Zurbuch 

“Charcoal”  .  J.  Clifford 

“Wood”  . William  F.  Schaughnessy 

“Education  (of  Coal  Users)” . E.  H.  Rolf 

“Credits  and  Collections,  or  Why  We  Shou'd 

Sell  Coal  for  Cash” . Clint  Wilson 

“Why  I  Became  a  Member” . Conrad  Bauss 

“For  the  Good  of  the  Cause”. .  .William  Kaough 

A  complete  list  of  those  attending  the  eigh¬ 
teenth  annual  banquet  is  as  follows :  J.  Moder¬ 
well  and  H.  Moderwell,  of  Moderwell  Coal  Co. ; 
E.  C.  Crall  and  S.  F.  Swank,  of  Fort  Wayne 
Coal  Co. ;  William  Kaough  and  P.  J.  McDon¬ 
ald.  of  Kaough  Coal  Co.;  George  H.  Krudop 
and  11.  Heine,  of  Krudop  Coal  Co.;  Clint  Wil¬ 
son  and  Louis  J.  Geiss,  of  Home  Supply  Co.; 

W.  M.  Wells,  of  Wells  (Toal  Co.;  E.  H.  Rolf  and 
William  Roehrs,  of  E.  H.  Rolf  Coal  &  Supply 
Co. ;  Conrad  Bauss  and  Fred  Kreibaum,  of 
Maumee  Valley  Coal  Co. ;  W.  T.  Schaughnessy, 
William  Stahl,  Arie  Hoffman  and  D.  Wilkins, 
of  Standard  Coal  &  Wood  Co. ;  J.  Clifford,  of 
Clifford  Bros. ;  Joseph  Zurbach,  of  Zurbach  & 
Rinehart  Coal  Co.;  C.  E.  Moellering.  H.  A. 
Gerberding,  E.  H.  Moellering,  W.  F.  Linden- 
berg  and  D.  H.  Thiele,  of  Pioneer  Coal  &  Wood 
Co. 

Guests  of  the  Exchange  were :  Robert  Lake, 
president  of  the  Michigan  and  Indiana  Coal  Deal¬ 
ers’  Association ;  Ned  Scott,  of  the  Lehigh  Val¬ 
ley  Coal  Co. ;  Mr.  Allen,  of  the  Susquehanna 
Coal  Co.,  and  Dan  Schenck,  of  the  coal  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western 
railroad. 


Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 

The  Novelty  Brick  &  Coal  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Newcomerstown,  Ohio,  with  an 
authorized  capital  of  $10,000.  The  incorporators 
are  R.  F.  Dennison,  A.  J.  Sperry,  C.  C.  Owens, 
F.  S.  Whitcomb  and  C.  C.  Dewstoe. 

A  new  coal  mining  company  has  been  formed 
at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  in  which  Robert  Lee,  of 
Rock  Island,  Ill.,  is  interested.  The  company- 
will  operate  in  Missouri,  where  a  large  tract  of 
coal  land  recently  was  acquired.  Other  capital¬ 
ists  interested  in  the  new  enterprise  are  L.  G. 
Everest,  of  the  Empire  Fuel  Co.,  Des  Moines, 
and  Mr.  Millan,  of  the  Wabash  railroad.  A  line 
will  be  constructed  from  the  Wabash  to  the  coal 
fields. 

General  Western  Coat  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Ohio  Fuel  Supply  Co.,  New  York,  N.  Y., 
recently  increased  its  capital  from  $4,000,000  to 
$5,000,000. 

The  Forester  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Du  Quoin,  Ill., 
recently  increased  its  capital  stock  from  $50,000 
to  $100,000. 

The  Progressive  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Brazil, 
Ind.,  is  sinking  a  shaft  and  later  will  open  a 
clay  plant  in  connection  with  its  mine  in  that 
field. 

The  Domestic  Coal  Co.,  Cincinnati,  Iowa, 
which  sunk  a  shaft  at  that  point  early  in  the  year, 
is  now  loading  coal.  The  company  supplies  the 
home  trade  largely. 

The  Northwestern  railroad  system  has  pur¬ 
chased  a  little  coal  road  which  operates  between 
Webster  City  and  Lehigh.  Iowa,  and  will  extend 
the  line  to  Fort  Dodge. 

The  coal  mines  in  Rock  Island  county  of  Illi¬ 
nois  during  1904  produced  91,793  tons  of  coal, 
valued  at  $141,262.  There  were  fourteen  mines 
in  operation  at  the  end  of  the  year,  two  new 
ones  having  been  opened  and  five  old  ones  aban¬ 
doned. 
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Western  Retail  J\{otes. 

J.  W.  Gates,  Rochester,  Minn.,  has  opened 
a  retail  fuel  yard  at  that  point. 

Lindblad  &  McKechnie,  of  Cottonwood,  Minn., 
have  built  new  coal  storage  yards. 

The  Stearns  Lumber  Co.,  Hector,  Minn.,  has 
recently  built  new  coal  storage  sheds. 

G.'  S.  Livermore,  Ringsted,  Iowa,  is  building 
new  coal  sheds  at  his  place  of  business  in  that 
city. 

William  Wynn,  of  Knoxville,  Iowa,  recently 
established  a  coal  yard  at  Taggarts  Mill,  near 
Knoxville. 

John  Arbuthnot,  of  Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  has 
formed  the  Arbuthnot  Fuel  Co.,  to  engage  in 
the  retail  coal  business. 

J.  H.  Crawford  &  Co.,  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  recently 
were  awarded  the  contract  for  supplying  the 
coal  to  that  city,  at  $3.49  a  ton. 

Coal  dealers  at  Ilion,  N.  Y.,  recently  raised 
the  price  of  coal  at  retail  fifty  cents  per  ton. 
Coal  is  now  selling  at  $6.50  per  ton. 

P.  C.  Perkins,  Waitsburg,  Wash.,  recently 
purchased  the  coal  and  wood  business  of  Frank 
Callahan  of  that  city,  the  price  being  $4,000. 

N.  Mastenbrook,  Kasson,  Minn.,  was  a^yarded 
the  contract  to  supply  coal  for  the  court  house 
at  that  city  during  the  winter,  at  $5.25  per  ton. 

The  Farmers’  Grain  &  Coal  Co.  was  recently 
incorporated  at  Pocahontas,  Iowa,  the  officers 
being  A.  Hudek,  president,  and  C.  L.  Gunderson, 
secretary. 

Fred  D.  Adams,  Toledo,  Ohio,  a  retail  coal 
'dealer,  has  filed  a  petition  in  bankruptcy.  His 
assets  were  scheduled  at  $170,  and  his  liabilities  . 
at  $1,673.66. 

The  East  Side  Fuel  &  Transfer  Co.,  formerly 
located  at  319  Fourteenth  avenue,  southeast, 
Minneapolis,  Minn.,  has  removed  to  431  Four¬ 
teenth  avenue. 

James  Kinney,  Miles  City,  Mont.,  was  re¬ 
cently  awarded  the  contract  for  supplying  coal 
to  that  city  during  the  coming  year.  A  bond  of 
$1,000  was  required. 

The  Smith  Lumber  Co.,  Spring  Valley,  Minn., 
has  completed  large  coal  storage  bins  and  will 
store  a  quantity  of  coal  in  them  in  anticipation  of 
a  busy  winter  season. 

The  Moville  Lumber,  Coal  &  Grain  Co.,  was 
recently  incorporated  at  Moville,  Iowa,  with  an 
authorized  capital  of  $20,000.  J.  A.  Molstadt 
is  one  of  the  incorporators. 

The  Rock  Island  Fuel  Co.,  Davenport,  Iowa, 
recently  was  awarded  the  contract  for  furnish¬ 
ing  coal  for  the  public  library  at  that  point. 
The  price  named  is  $2.90  per  ton. 

A  receiver  has  been  requested  for  the  Co¬ 
operative  Coal,  Ice  &  Lime  Co.,  Indianapolis, 
Ind.,  by  several  stockholders,  who  allege  that 
they  are  denied  access  to  the  books  of  the  com¬ 
pany. 

The  Sullivan  Coal  Co.,  Minneapolis,  Minn., 
recently  purchased  the  coal  yards  of  Pitts  Bros, 
in  that  city.  This  company  is  now  said  to  be 
the  largest  independent  coal  concern  in  that 
city. 

The  Winterfield  &  Haase  Grain  &  Coal  Co., 
Siou.x  Rapids,  Iowa,  has  been  sold  to  F.  A. 
Haase,  of  Eldora,  Iowa.  The  company  will 
hereafter  do  business  under  the  style  of  Haase 
&  Haase. 

Retail  coal  dealers  at  Springfield,  Ill.,  have 
entered  into  a  price  war.  Coal  is  now  selling 
at  $1.75  per  ton,  a  reduction  of  fifty  cents  a 
ton,  and  it  is  probable  the  price  will  be  still 
further  reduced. 

Bachman  &  Kehe,  Waterloo,  Iowa,  recently 
embarked  in  the  coal  business  and  will  handle 
a  full  line  of  the  different  coals.  They  have 
established  yards  near  the  Great  Western  rail¬ 
road  in  Waterloo. 

The  Consolidated  Fuel  &  Lumber  Co.,  Mar¬ 
quette,  Mich.,  recently  purchased  the  coal  and 
wood  business  of  J.  Larson  &  Son,  at  that  point. 


and  will  conduct,  it  in  the  future  in  connection 
with  its  own  yards. 

Clarence  B.  Edens,  a  coal  dealer  at  Indian¬ 
apolis,  Ind.,  recently  was  fined  $50  for  making 
out  false  certificates  as  to  coal  weights.  He 
contends  that  full  weight  was  given  in  each  in¬ 
stance,  and  will  appeal  his  case  to  the  circuit 
court. 

Coal  dealers  at  Rockford,  Ill.,  recently  con¬ 
tributed  eleven  tons  of  coal  to  the  Winnebago 
County  Home  for  the  Aged.  Several  firms  have 
not  yet  been  heard  from  but  it  is  believed  the 
total  amount  of  coal  will  be  gonsiderably  in¬ 
creased  before  severe  winter  weather  comes. 

The  A.  G.  Wells  Co.,  De  Pere,  Wis.,  was  re¬ 
cently  awarded  the  contract  for  furnishing  sev¬ 
enty-five  tons  of  Hocking  coal  and  twenty-five 
tons  of  Pocahontas  for  the  school  buildings  in 
that  city  during  the  coming  winter.  The  price 
on  Hocking  was  $3.35  a  ton  and  Pocahontas 
$4.85  a  ton. 

The  Day  Coal  Co.,  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  was 
recently  awarded  the  contract  for  furnishing  the 
coal  for  the  poor  of  that  city  during  the  coming 
winter.  The  price  named  is  $4.48  per  ton.  The 
Southern  Coal  Co.  was  awarded  the  contract 
for  supplying  coal  for  the  court  house  at  Sioux 
Citj',  at  $3.81  per  ton. 

A  coal  dealer  of  Marshall,  Mo.,  has  made  an 
offer  of  prizes  of  coal  to  be  given  successful 
contestants  in  the  Eagles’  carnival  and  horse 
show  to  be  held  in  that  city  in  a  few  days.  The 
prizes  consist  of  twenty-four  tons  of  coal  in  the 
aggregate,  which  will  be  delivered  in  three,  two 
and  one  ton  lots  for  the  best  timothy  hay, 
clover,  oats  and  other  produce  exhibited  at  the 
carnival. 

Eastern  Retail  ^lotes. 

The  Consumers’  Coal  Co.,  Waynesburg,  Pa., 
recently  purchased  the  stock  of  Crilly  &  Zook  at 
that  point,  and  will  retail  coal  and  wood. 

Coal  has  advanced  twenty-five  cents  per  ton 
at  Holyoke,  Mass.,  making  the  price  now  $7.75 
per  ton.  This  is  to  be  the  winter  schedule. 

Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  of  New  York,  N.  Y., 
have  secured  judgment  against  the  Monarch 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  that  city,  a  retail  company, 
in  the  sum  of  $1,548  for  coal  sold  which  it  has 
not  paid  for. 

Retail  coal  dealers  at  Manchester,  N.  H.,  re¬ 
cently  met  and  decided  to  raise  the  price  of  an¬ 
thracite  fifty  cents  a  ton.  This  action  was 
taken,  as  the  wholesale  dealers  had  raised  the 
price  to  the  retailers. 

The  steamer  Hector,  belonging  to  the  Met¬ 
ropolitan  Coal  Co.,  Boston,  Mass.,  recently  ar¬ 
rived  at  that  port  from  Baltimore  with  a  cargo 
of  3765  tons  of  coal,  one  of  the  largest  received 
in  a  steamship  this  year. 

The  Boston  &  Maine  railroad  is  preparing  to 
use  a  large  part  of  its  yard  at  Williamstown, 
Mass.,  for  the  storage  of  coal.  Some  improve¬ 
ments  will  have  to  be  made,  as  it  is  the  inten¬ 
tion  to  store  20,000  tons  at  that  point. 

The  usual  winter  prices  on  coal  went  into  ef¬ 
fect  a  few  days  ago  at  Baltimore,  Md.  The 
prices  now  prevailing  are  fifty  cents  per  ton 
higher  than  during  the  early  summer.  White 
ash  coal  in  the  small  nut  size  is  selling  for 
$4.50  per  ton  and  Lykens  Valley  at  $7.85. 

Frank  E.  Ray,  secretary  of  the  Robert  C. 
Price  Coal  Co.,  Hartford,  Conn.,  who  was  re¬ 
cently  arrested  charged  with  embezzlement  of 
$200  from  the  company’s  funds,  has  been  held 
to  the  superior  court  in  bonds  of  $1,500.  The 
warrant  alleges  three  separate  charges  against 
him. 

Retail  dealers  at  Greenfield,  Mass.,  are  adding 
to  their  storage  capacity  and  preparing  to  put  in 
a  two  years’  supply  of  coal.  There  is  so  much 
said  concerning  a  probable  strike  in  the  anthra¬ 
cite  fields  next  spring  that  these  dealers  are  de¬ 
termined  to  be  prepared  in  case  trouble  does 
occur. 

The  New  York,  New  Haven  &  Hartford  rail¬ 
road  is  erecting  a  huge  coal  wharf  along  the 
water  front  at  New  Haven,  Conn.  This  is  de¬ 
signed  to  relieve  in  part  the  great  pressure  on 


the  main  line  from  New  Haven  to  New  York, 
through  the  delivery  of  coal  by  water  to  that 
port,  thence  inland  by  rail  to  retail  yards. 

Southern  Retail  Notes. 

The  Ruleville  Light,  Ice  &  Coal  Co.  was  re¬ 
cently  incorporated  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  with  an 
authorized  capital  of  $20,000.  The  incorporators 
are  W.  G.  Barner  and  G.  W.  Searey. 

Fire  was  discovered  in  the  stables  of  the  Con¬ 
sumers’  Ice  &  Coal  Co.,  Hopkinsville,  Ky.,  a 
few  nights  ago,  which  could  not  be  gotten  under 
control  for  some  time.  Four  horses  were  cre¬ 
mated.  The  loss  is  about  $2,000.  The  origin  of 
the  fire  has  not  been  learned. 

The  West  Kentucky  Coal  Co.,  Memphis,  Tenn., 
which  was  formerly  the  United  States  Gas,  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  has  purchased  land  adjoining  its 
present  holdings  in  that  vicinity  and  will  erect 
large  coal  storage  bins.  The  purchase  price  was 
$19,000.  The  company  will  make  a  number  of 
other  improvements  to  its  property  at  Memphis. 

Upon  inquiring  into  the  truth  of  an  asser¬ 
tion  that  there  might  be  a  coal  famine  at  New 
Orleans,  La.,  it  was  found  that  there  are  about 
10,000,000  bushels  of  coal  available  at  that  point, 
while  many  millions  are  moored  at  several  land¬ 
ings  near  that  city.  This  latter  coal  could  be 
shipped  into  New  Orleans  within  a  short  time. 

I 

Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Enterprise  mine,  Bicknell,  Ind.,  which  has 
been  idle  for  several  months,  has  recently  been 
taken  over  by  the  Vandalia  Coal  Co.  of  Indianap¬ 
olis,  and  will  resume  operations. 

Peace  has  been  declared  in  the  coal  fields  of 
Montana.  The  mine  owners  and  miners  have 
agreed  upon  a  scale  of  wages  for  the  new  year 
and  the  men  have  returned  to  work. 

It  is  reported  that  James  Dunsmuir,  the  mil¬ 
lionaire  coal  operator  of  Victoria,  B.  C.,  is  pre¬ 
paring  to  extend  his  coal  interests.  He  has  taken 
an  option  on  several  thousand  acres  of  coal  land 
in  the  Similkameen,  which  is  being  tapped  by  a 
railroad. 

Thos.  H.  Wells,  a  pioneer  coal  and  iron  ope¬ 
rator  of  Youngstown,  Ohio,  aged  ninety-one 
years,  died  at  his  home  in  that  city  a  few  days 
ago.  He  was  a  member  of  the  engineering  corps 
wh'ch  had  charge  of  the  construction  of  the  first 
section  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad. 

The  office  of  the  Hiteman  Coal  Co.,  Albia, 
Iowa,  was  recently  entered  by  burglars.  The 
safe  was  blown  open  and  about  $50  taken.  It 
is  believed  the  burglars  were  frightened  before 
they  had  completed  their  work  and  hurried  from 
the  place,  as  they  overlooked  $500  which  was  in 
a  drawer  in  the  safe. 

A  motor  which  was  used  for  pulling  cars  at 
one  of  the  mines  at  Pana,  Ill.,  jumped  the  track 
a  few  days  ago  with  about  forty  miners.  The 
motor  had  been  lowered  to  the  bottom  of  the 
mine  and  was  making  the  first  trip  out  to  the 
face  of  coal  when  it  was  derailed.  Fifteen  men 
were  more  or  less  seriously  injured. 

In  the  foothills  surrounding  the  town  of  Platte 
Canon,  Colo.,  an  eight  foot  vertical  vein  of  excel¬ 
lent  lignite  coal,  a  mile  and  a  quarter  in  length 
and  500  feet  deep,  has  been  discovered.  The 
Platte  Canon  Fuel  &  Power  Co.,  of  Platte 
Canon,  has  leased  640  acres  containing  this  coal 
and  will  develop  the  property  at  once. 

Edward  Little  and  Archibald  McMaster,  who 
organized  the  McMaster  Coal  Co.  about  a  year 
and  a  half  ago  at  Peoria,  Ill.,  are  having  trouble. 
Little  has  brought  suit  against  McMaster,  charg¬ 
ing  that  the  latter  has  refused  to  account  to  him 
for  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  com¬ 
pany  and  has  applied  to  his  own  use  the  profits 
of  the  business. 

A  new  coal  company  is  to  be  organized  in 
Iowa,  with  headquarters  at  Des  Moines.  The 
company  will  acquire  a  large  tract  of  land  in 
the  vicinity  of  Moberly  and  College  Mound,  Mo., 
and  will  commence  development  work  within  a 
short  time.  Those  interested  are  L.  G.  Everest, 
of  the  Empire  Fuel  Co.,  Des  Moines;  Robert  Lee 
of  Rock  Island,  Ill.,  and  others. 
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Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  ^^otes. 


3,000-acre  tract  recently  purchased  by  the  same  company.  Development  work 
will  commence  at  once. 


New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

'I'he  Oxford  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at  Poftsville,  Pa.,  with  an 
authorized  capital  of  $.50,000. 

The  Birch  Run  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  was  incorporated  recently  in  New 
York,  N.  Y.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $100,000.  '1  he  incorporators  are 
G.  W.  Turley  and  E.  W.  Turley,  of  Irvona,  Pa.,  and  Isaac  Myers,  of 
New  York. 

The  Kanawha  Block  Coal  Co.  was  incorporated  recently  at  Charleston, 
W.  Va.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $15,000.  'Fhe  officers  of  the  company 
arc  S.  Simpkin,  president;  A.  E.  Washburn,  secretary,  and  J.  B.  Ramage, 
treasurer.  The  company  will  have  offices  at  75-70  Bradford  building. 

The  Tidewater  Fuel  &  Gas  Manufacturing  Corporation  was  chartered 
recently  at  Richmond,  Va.  The  principal  place  of  business  will  be  Alexan¬ 
dria,  Va.,  and  the  officers  are  A.  D.  Shrew.sbury,  of  Washington,  president; 
F.  D.  Blackstone,  vice-president;  A.  George  Maul,  secretary  and  treasurer. 
The  authorized  capital  is  $50,000. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  works  of  the  Eleanor  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  near  Cheat  Haven,  Pa., 
were  recently  offered  at  sheriff’s  sale,  on  a  judgment  note  for  $28,653.44. 

The  Black  Diamond  coal  mines  in  the  vicinity  of  Monongahela,  Pa., 
will  shortly  resume  operations,  after  an  idleness  of  several  months.  Several 
hundred  men  will  be  furnished  employment. 

The  coal  in  the  Laurel  Line  tunnel  near  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  has  been 
burning  for  several  days,  and  every  effort  is  being  made  to  extinguish  the 
blaze.  It  belongs  to  the  Scranton  Coal  Co. 

Coal  has  been  discovered  along  the  Big  Sandy  river  in  the  vicinity  of 
Fort  Gay,  W.  Va.  The  vein  is  eleven  feet  in  thickness  and  the  coal  is  of 
good  quality.  Development  work  will  be  commenced  immediately. 

The  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  will  shortly  open  up  new  mines 
in  the  vicinity  of  McConnell’s  Mills,  near  Canonsburg,  Pa.  A  mammoth 
tipple  will  be  erected  at  that  point  and  development  work  will  be  rushed. 

The  Pittsburg  &  Cross  Creek  Coal  Co.,  Washington,  Pa.,  is  pushing 
development  work  at  its  mine  near  Independence,  Pa.  A  new  tipple  is  being 
erected  and  in  the  meantime  coal  is  being  mined  and  piled  near  the  tipple. 

The  different  plants  of  the  Latrobe-Connellsville  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  at 
Latrobe,  Pa.,  were  recently  inspected  by  a  party  of  eastern  manufacturers, 
who  were  entertained  as  guests  of  President  A.  J.  Cassatt,  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  railroad. 

The  Kimberly  Land  Co.,  of  Williamson.  W.  Va.,  is  reported  to  have 
purchased  1,000  acres  of  coal  near  Logan,  W.  Va.  This  land  adjoins  a 


D.  C.  T.  Davis,  Jr.,  of  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  recently  purchased  32,000 
acres  of  coal  land  fronting  on  Meadow  river.  The  consideration  was 
$850,000.  It  is  believed  the  purchaser  was  acting  in  the  interest  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad. 

The  Coal  &  Coke  railroad  which  is  being  built  in  West  Virginia  is 
progressing  rapidly  and  from  now  on  the  work  will  be  rushed  to  com¬ 
pletion.  The  motive  power  is  receiving  attention  now.  An  order  of  400 
gondola  coal  cars  has  been  filled  and  400  additional  cars  are  being  built. 

It  is  said  that  President  John  Mitchell,  of  the  mjners’  union,  claims 
that  by  next  April  the  miners  in  the  anthracite  fields  w:ll  be  better  organ¬ 
ized  than  ever  before.  In  the  last  three  months  the  membership  in  the 
seventeenth  district,  comprising  fourteen  unions,  it  is  claimed,  has  increased 
5,000. 

Tlie  Rex  Carbon  Coal  Co..  Washington,  Pa.,  which  has  just  opened 
a  mine  in  Brooke  county,  W.  Va.,  is  pushing  work  at  its  plant  and  will 
soon  be  operating.  The  tipple  is  nearly  completed.  The  mine,  when  ready 
for  operation,  will  be  one  of  the  most  modern  and  best  equipped  in  the 
Cross  creek  valley. 

In  the  annual  report  issued  recently  by  the  Pittsburgh,  Shawmut  & 
Northern  railroad,  at  New  York,  it  is  shown  that  this  is  not  a  dividend 
paying  road.  A  decrease  of  $77,929  in  gross  earnings  is  reported  for  the 
year.  The  road  is  an  independent  line  operating  in  the  bitummous  coal 
fields  of  Pennsylvania  and  effecting  a  junction  with  the  New  York  Central 
system  at  Macedon,  Pa. 

An  accident  occurred  at  Glace  Bay  colliery  of  the  Dominion  Coal  Co., 
Halifax,  Nova  Scotia,  which,  although  no  one  was  injured,  damaged  the 
machinery  seriously.  A  hoisting  rope  while  in  operation  hauling  sixty-eight 
loaded  cars  of  coal,  parted  and  the  cars  were  precipitated  down  a  slope 
over  two  thousand  feet,  piling  up  in  a  heap  and  breaking  the  stone  off 
the  roof  as  they  were  hurled  downward.  Repairs  are  being  made  and  the 
debris  cleared  away.  It  is  expected  that  within  a  short  time  the  hoisting 
of  coal  will  be  resumed. 

DID  YOU  EVER  NOTICE 

That  the  most  prosperous  firms  are  the  most  promi¬ 
nent  advertisers?  This  is  not  only  true  in  the  coal 
trade,  but  in  every  other  line  of  business  in  the  com¬ 
mercial  world.  Judicious  advertising  brings  in  the 
money  that  makes  the  world  eo  round. 


Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Railroad  Co. 

MINES  AND  CARRIES  TO  MARKET  ^ 

s.  o.  sche>ivok:,  Agt. 


Shipments  **AII  Rail,”  and  from  yards  and  docks  at  Chicago  and  Toledo. 


1 

Soft  Coal  Department :  BLACK  BAND 

C.  L.  DERINC, 

When  you  buy  “SCRANTON*" 

■ 

Mined  in  West  Virginia. 

Manager  Chicago  Office, 

be  sure  you  get  the  GENUINE 

1 

NOTEI  Not  genuine  unless  invoice  is  accom¬ 
panied  by  certificate  from  this  office. 

1000-10  Old  Colony. 

D.  L.  &  W.  Scranton. 

f.imnre  .Hill.*,  III, 


Prompt  Shipment  all  Standard  Grades 


EASTERN 

Yonehlogheiiy  Gas 
Pocahontas 
Kcw  Kivcr  Smokeleaa 
Winlfrcde  Splint 
Hockiiis 

Piedmont  Smithing; 
L.illy  ilimitlilne 
Blosaburg  ^tmithing 
Cannell 


WESTERN 

Sprintcfleld  (III.) 

Carterville  (Ill.) 

L,ower  Vein  Brazil  Block  (Ind.) 
Bnllivan  Connty  (Ind.) 
I.lnten  (Ind.) 

Clinton  (Ind.) 


COKE 


(  ConnellHvllle  7*  and  4S  Hoar 
I  Kew  Biver  7)S  and  4S  Hour 
(Gas  Honse  and  Crushed  Coke 


ANTHRACITE 


=  WRITE  FOR.  PR.ICES 

The  Jones  4  Adams  Company 

Miners  and  Shippers  Railway  Exchange,  CHICAGO 


No.  12] 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


37 


Iluling  on  Mining  Law. 

Under  the  new  mining  laws  recently  passed  in  the  state  of  Illinois, 
an  examiner  is  required  to  enter  a  shaft  and  make  an  inspection  between 
shifts,  if  after  one  shift  has  finished  work,  dangerous  gases  accumulate 
and  doors  and  stoppings  may  be  blown  out  by  shotfirers,  and  an  interval  of 
a  few  hours  occurs  between  shifts.  The  employment  of  shotfirers  thus  in¬ 
creases  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  mine  examiners,  who  were  only 
required  to  make  one  examination  a  day  before  this  law  was  enacted. 

Creates  Office  of  Forester. 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  Philadelphia,  has  created 
a' new  office,  that  of  forester.  J.  Herman  Rabenan,  of  Pottsville,  has  been 
appointed  to  the  position.  This  is  carrying  out  the  intention  of  the  corpo¬ 
ration  to  guard  its  timber  lands  and  to  prosecute  all  hunters  or  other  persons 
who  start  forest  fires,  which  are  so  destructive  to  timber  and  property. 
The  corporation  owns  many  thousands  of  acres  of  waste  land  in  the  coal 
fields  of  Pennsylvania  from  which  timber  has  been  cut  for  mining  purposes. 
In  the  past  this  land  has  been  neglected  and  forest  fires  have  each  year 
destroyed  the  new  growth.  Mine  timber  is  becoming  scarce  and  the  com¬ 
pany  has  determined  to  reforest  its  timber  lands,  the  first  step  being  to 
place  some  one  in  charge  to  guard  the  property  against  careless  hunters 
and  others  who  do  much  damage. 

Chicago  Coal  Company  Expands, 

The  Weaver  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  with  headquarters  in  Chicago,  has 
purchased  5,000  acres  of  coal  land  in  Tennessee,  which  it  will  begin  to 
develop  on  a  large  scale  immediately.  This  company  has  been  reorg;anized 
under  the  laws  of  the  state  of  Maine,  and  has  an  authorized  capital^  of 
$1,000,000.  The  land  lies  within  a  radius  of  seventy  miles  from  Knoxville, 
and  it  is  reported  that  development  will  take  place  immediately.  The  coal 
mined  will  be  shipped  over  the  Tennessee  Central  railroad  by  way  of  Hop¬ 
kinsville,  Ky.,  to  northern  points  and  by  Harriman,  Tenn.,  and  other  roads 
leading  north.  Jt  is  believed  the  output  of  the  mines  will  reach  2,000  tons 
per  day.  One  opening  has  been  made  at  Fall  Creek,  from  which  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  coal  has  already  been  taken.  It  is  probable  that  this  mine  will  pro¬ 
duce  500  tons  per  day  within  the  next  month  or  so  and  in  time  it  is  hoped 
that  the  daily  output  will  be  something  like  1,200  tons. 

The  company  has  also  purchased  property  near  Crab  Orchard,  on  the 
Tennessee  Central,  where  a  coking  plant  is  to  be  established  at  a  cost 
approximately  of  $100,000.  This  will  be  an  important  branch  of  the  com¬ 
pany  and  much  attention  will  be  given  to  this  end  of  the  business.  A  grade 
practically  has  been  completed,  which  will  be  used  for  a  branch  railroad 
seven  miles  in  length  connecting  between  Crossville  and  Lantana.  The  cost 
of  this  road  is  estimated  at  $175,000.  The  coal  will  thus  be  sent  out  from 
the  mines  over  the  company’s  private  line.  This  is  the  largest  coal  com¬ 
pany  in  the  state  of  Tennessee.  The  officers  are  Henry  E.  Weaver,  Chicago, 
president;  J.  C.  Van  Blarcom,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  vice-president;  William 
Ramsdy,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  general  manager,  and  N.  C.  Chapman,  treasurer. 
Mr.  Ramsay  is  known  as  an  associate  of  H.  C.  Frick  in  many  enterprises 
and  has  been  identified  with  the  coal  mining  industry  for  many  years.  He 
will  shortly  remove  to  Knoxville,  Tenn,,  where  he  will  take  charge  of  the 
affairs  of  the  company. 


The  steamship  Italia,  of  Genoa,  Italy,  recently  left  the  port  of  Norfolk, 
Va.,  with  a  cargo  of  6,700  tons  of  coal  for  Naples.  The  shipment  of  coal 
to  Italy  was  only  recently  started  and  this  is  one  of  the  first  large  cargoes  to 
be  transported  The  Italia  is  the  largest  tramp  vessel  which  enters  Italian 
waters.  The  coal  from  Norfolk,  Va.,  is  thus  meeting  and  competing  with 
the  British  coal  from  Cardiff,  the  latter  formerly  having  been  considered 
the. best  and  cheapest. 


Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes, 

New  Southern  Enterprises. 

The  Bennett-Jellico  Coal  Co.  was  incorporated  at  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
a  few  days  ago  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $50,000. 

A  new  coal  company  has  been  formed  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  for  the  purpose 
of  prospecting  for  coal  at  that  point.  H.  E.  Pankonin,  of  Louisville,  is 
president,  and  William  Thomas,  secretary. 

The  Esser  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  was  recently  incorporated  at  Esserville, 
Va.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $60,000.  The  incorporators  are  G.  II. 
Esser,  of  Dorchester,  who  is  president,  and  C.  C.  Hyatt,  of  Norton,  secretary 
and  treasurer. 

Th^  Louisiana-AIabama  Coal  Co.  was  incorporated  recently  at  New 
Orleans,  La.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $200,000.  The  officers  of  the 
new  company  are  Samuel  B.  McConico,  president ;  Samuel  W.  Bowman, 
vice-president,  and  Walter  W.  Girault,  secretary  and  treasurer. 

The  Montreal  Coal  Co.  was  incorporated  recently  at  Montreal,  Ark., 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $10,000.  The  incorporators  and  officers  are 
G.  H.  McConnel,  of  Fort  Smith,  president ;  G.  W.  Moran,  of  Montreal, 
vice  president  and  general  manager,  and  E.  G.  Hickey,  of  Fort  Smith, 
secretary  and  treasurer. 


General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

O.  M.  Alexander,  of  Anniston,  Ala.,  recently  purchased  the  Bivans 
Bros,  coal  property  located  in  Morgan  county,  Tenn. 

The  Kerrville  Coal,  Oil  &  Prospecting  Co.,  Covington,  Tenn.,  is  meeting 
with  much  success  in  prospecting  for  coal  on  its  land  in  that  field. 

It  is  said  that  a  syndicate  of  St.  Louis  (Mo.)  capitalists  has  purchased 
8,000  acres  of  coal  and  timber  land  near  Hyden,  Ky.,  the  consideration  being 
$150,000. 

It  is  expected  that  the  Digman  mine  at  Wilburton,  1.  T.,  which  was  the 
scene  of  an  explosion  several  months  ago,  will  commence  operations  about 
the  first  of  October. 

The  strike  which  has  been  in  progress  in  many  of  the  coal  mines  of 
Indian  Territory  for  the  past  three  months,  has  been  settled  and  the  strik¬ 
ing  miners  have  returned  to  work. 

The  Weaver  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  which  was  chartered  under  the  laws  of 
Maine  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $1,000,000,  is  about  to  start  a  large 
coal  and  coke  plant  near  Crossville,  Tenn. 
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The  Mexican  Car  &  Foundry  Co.,  Mexico  City,  Mex.,  has  recently 
secured  a  contract  for  building  175  coal  cars  for  the  railways  of  Mexico. 
The  amount  of  the  contract  is  $120,000  in  gold. 

The  Mitchell  Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  has  purchased  coal  lands  to  the  value 
of  $100,000  near  Joseph  I^eiter’s  holdings  in  Franklin  county,  Illinois,  and 
options  have  been  secured  on  15,000  acres  near  Coffeen,  Ill. 

The  Daniel  Boone  coal  mines,  in  the  vicinity  of  Nortonville,  Ky.,  have 
been  closed  down,  as  the  result  of  a  strike  among  the  miners.  A  reduction 
in  wages  made  a  few  days  ago  was  the  cause  of  the  strike. 

Surveyors  have  been  working  in  the  vicinity  of  Boone.  Iowa,  which  fact 
has  given  rise  to  the  report  that  a  branch  railroad  will  be  built  from  Lehigh 
to  Boone  to  afford  an  outlet  for  the  coal  mines  in  that  field. 

A  shortage  of  coal  cars  is  being  experienced  in  the  Middlesboro  and 
Jellico  districts  of  Kentucky,  and  as  a  result,  a  number  of  the  coal  com¬ 
panies  in  that  district  have  been  forced  to  curtail  their  output. 

The  Carbondale  Coal  Co.,  Hamby,  Ky.,  will  shortly  open  up  a  new 
mine  in  the  vicinity  of  its  property  near  Dawson,  Ky.  Tlie  property  is 
located  on  the  Louisville  division  of  the  Illinois  Central  railroad. 

The  coal  operation  in  the  vicinity  of  Sumter,  Ala.,  is  now  developed  to 
a  point  which  will  permit  of  coal  being  mined.  The  force  of  men  is  grad¬ 
ually  being  increased  and  it  is  hoped  the  mine  will  be  in  full  operation 
within  a  short  time. 

The  Central  of  Georgia  railway  will  shortly  award  a  contract  for  the 
building  of  1,000  freight  cars.  This  equipment  is  in  addition  to  a  contract 
recently  awarded  for  450  cars.  An  order  has  also  been  given  for  500  steel 
coal  cars  and  400  flat  cars. 

R.  R.  Stobert,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Red  Star  Coal  Co.,  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Ala.,  died  at  his  home  in  that  city  a  few  days  ago,  after  a  short 
illness,  from  pneumonia.  He  was  a  prominent  factor  in  the  coal  trade  at 
that  point,  being  interested  in  a  number  of  coal  companies. 


The  West  Kentucky  Coal  Co.,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  is  about  to  make  ex¬ 
tensive  improvements  at  its  yards  in  that  city.  The  river  frontage  of  the 
company  has  lately  been  doubled  and  the  storage  capacity  will  be  materially 
increased.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  company  to  spend  about  $50,000  in 
improvements. 

The  Mississippi  River  Coaling  Co.,  New  Orleans,  La.,  is  making  prepa¬ 
rations  for  the  commencement  of  operations  at  an  early  date  at  its  plant 
on  Lake  Borgne.  Coal  is  now  being  received  and  stored  in  the  bins.  It 
is  hoped  that  permission  shortly  will  be  received  from  Washington  to 
coal  vessels  at  that  point. 

Strike  conditions  at  the  mines  of  the  Montana  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  at  Horr 
and  Aldridge,  Mont.,  remain  practically  unchanged.  The  company  threatens 
to  pull  up  the  pumps  at  Aldridge  and  close  the  property  indefinitely  if  the 
miners  do  not  return  to  work  at  an  early  date.  The  cause  of  the  trouble 
is  the  employment  of  certain  miners  which  the  company  claims  are  ob¬ 
jectionable. 


Standard  Quality  Round,  50  Cents 
Standard  Quality  Octagon,  ^0  Cents 
Extra  Quality  Round,  75  Cents 
Extra  Quality  Octagon,  85  Cents 


Standard  Grade,  3  Cents 
Crucible  Grade,  3^  Cents 
Extra  Tool,  4  Cents 
All  Strictly  Guaranteed 


BEST  RAIL  BENDER  AND  LOWEST  PRICE 

For  12  lb.  Rail,  $9.00;  20  lb.,  $10.00;  35  lb„  $13.50;  50  lb.,  $20.00 

S.  TOOL  CO.  n-WT,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
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General  Review  of  tKe  Markets. 


Judging  by  tlie  numerous  advances  in  tlie  price  of  liituminous 
co',1  announced  this  week  to  lieeoine  effective  on  October  first,  there 
must  be  a  great  boom  in  the  industry.  In  the  west,  advances  are  pre¬ 
dicted  for  every  leading  description  of  bituminous  product,  with  the 
single  exception  of  smokeless.  This  remains  at  the  same  figures  at 
the  mines  as  on  the  first  of  the  month,  but  at  that  time  it  sustained 
a  considerable  advance,  and  proportionately  was  higher  than  many 
other  bituminous  coals,  so  that  another  advance  within  thirty  days 
was  not  expected.  It  will  require  .seasonable  weather  to  increase 
consumption  before  this  can  be  brought  out. 

There  are  conditions  pertaining  to  the  bituminous  trade  which 
warrant  producing  companies  looking  upon  the  future  with  more  or 
less  of  a  feeling  of  encouragement.  The  prevailing  car  shortage  on 
all  the  main  transportation  lines  reaching  into  the  largest  producing 
regions ;  the  fact  that  consumers  have  stocked  no  coal  of  any  conse¬ 
quence;  the  general  prosperity  of  the  country;  the  agitation  in  the 
daily  newspapers  of  strike  possibilities  in  the  anthracite  region  and 
the  bituminous  fields,  are  all  bullish  arguments  as  to  the  future 
demand  which  can  not  be  discounted.  They  spell  a  reasonable  amount 
of  prosperity  to  those  who  are  engaged  in  the  coal  business,  which 
certainly  ought  to  be  welcome  following  the  long  depression  that  has 
been  experienced  during  the  past  eight  to  ten  inonths.  But  there  is 
always  the  possibility  of  overdoing  the  business  of  advancing  prices 
on  a  product.  Whenever  the  conditions  are  such  that  a  price  can 
be  maintained  at  the  advanced  figure,  tliere  is  reason  to  believe  that 
the  higher  prices  should  prevail.  But  the  mere  fact  that  figures  are 
advanced  on  paper  does  not  make  a  commodity  worth  any  more  today 
than  it  was  yesterday. 

At  no  point  are  the  prices  on  bituminous  product  named  for 
October  too  high.  They  represent  a  reasonable  margin  of  profit  to 
producers,  shippers  and  retailers,  which  these  various  interests  have 
not  been  able  always  to  secure  in  the  past.  The  danger  lies  in  what 
may  be  done  in  the  future  by  individual  interests  or  those  collectively 
producing  coal  from  a  single  field.  During  the  anthracite  strike  a 
certain  western  coal  which  had  attained  popularity  on  account  of  its 
qualities  as  a  domestic  fuel  went  to  a  high  price.  Following  the 
strike,  the  larger  producers  of  this  coal  sought  to  maintain  the  price 
at  a  fictitious  value  by  means  of  paper  quotations,  and  as  a  r&sult  it 
lost  some  of  the  markets  in  which  it  formerly  was  sold.  Producers 
who  experience  a  good  demand  for  their  coal  keep  putting  the  price 
higher  and  higher.  The  market  may  stand  these  advances  for  a  time, 
but  any  attempt  to  maintain  fictitious  prices  on  any  description  of 
bituminous  product  will  react.  There  is  too  much  competition  in  this 
branch  of  the  business  to  permit  this  to  be  done  successfully. 

Keports  from  practically  every  important  coal  market  in  the 
country  this  week  are  full  of  encouragement.  There  is  every  reason 
to  believe  that  conditions  are  as  healthy  as  they  possibly  could  be,  and 
that  with  normal  winter  temperature,  a  large  demand  for  coal  will 
be  experienced  during  the  next  six  months  wdiich  will  more  than 
absorb  all  the  tonnage  that  can  be  produced. 

Car  Shortage  Is  the  Principal  Factor. 

One  of  the  principal  factors  in  the  situation  continues  to  be  the 
shortage  of  cars  throughout  the  country.  In  the  eastern  producing 
fields  the  railroads  have  followed  a  restrictive  policy  by  embargoing 
the  movement  of  their  equipment  to  foreign  roads,  which  is  increasing 
the  supply  of  cars  for  jioints  on  their  own  lines  and  to  tide.  The 
only  bad  influence  of  tliis  policy  is  found  in  connection  with  tlie 
movement  to  foreign  roads  which  do  not  originate  tonnage.  Line 
dealers  on  such  lines  of  transportation  are  experiencing  considerable 
difficulty  in  getting  the  tonnage  of  coal  they  need,  and  will  remain 
in  this  position  until  such  time  as  ear  supply  is  improved.  The  main 
benefits  derived  from  this  restrictive  policy,  however,  accrue  to  the 
operating  interests,  who  are  thus  enabled  to  produce  a  larger  ton¬ 
nage  of  coal  and  more  nearly  meet  the  demands  placed  upon  them. 
In  an  emergency  this  is  important,  and  with  cars  in  as  short  supply 
as  they  are  at  present,  an  emergency  certainly  exists. 


♦  In  the  w'esteri)  bituminous  trade  the  supply  of  cars  at  the  mines 
is  not  as  large  as  a  week  ago.  Some  of  the  fields  have  had  dilliculty 
operating  more  than  a  single  day  during  the  week,  while  the  general 
average  is  not  more  than  two  or  three  days  a  week  for  a  full  produc¬ 
tion.  These  conditions  prevail  in  Ohio,  West  Virginia,  Indiana  and 
Illinois.  In  the  southwestern  fields  the  supply  of  railroad  equip¬ 
ment  is  more  nearly  equal  to  the  demand. 

Urgency  in  Making  Coal  Deliveries. 

Of  course  the  reduced  production  which  results  from  a  shortage 
of  cars  at  the  mines  can  not  have  any  other  influence  than  to  in¬ 
crease  the  urgency  with  wdiich  buyers  insist  upon  the  delivery  of 
coal.  When  one  can  not  obtain  that  which  he  wishes  to  buy  he  insists 
upon  having  it.  This  principle  applies  with  equal  force  in  the  coal 
trade,  and  is  one  of  the  main  supporting  reasons  for  the  present 
bullish  sentiment  which  prevails  among  all  the  operating  and  ship¬ 
ping  interests.  And  to  a  very  great  extent  there  is  reason  for  the 
concern  which  exists  among  buyers  of  coal  as  to  tbeir  likelihood  of 
securing  future  supplies.  The  car  shortage  is  just  beginning.  Prob¬ 
ably  the  grain  movement  in  the  west  is  still  close  to  the  minimum 
point.  It  will  require  another  ten  days  or  fortnight  before  it  reaches 
its  maximum  and  wdll  continue  for  sixty  days  at  least,  if  not  longer, 
during  which  time  low-grade  freight  will  be  largely  neglected.  In 
the  meantime  the  consuming  season  for  coal  wdll  have  commenced. 
Stocks  with  consumers  and  dealers  are  not  adequate  to  stand  heavy 
inroads,  so  that  in  very  many  instances  it  will  be  necessary  to  secure 
supplies  from  the  mines  or  go  without  altogether.  If  transportation 
continues  bad,  and  undoubtedly  it  will,  it  will  not  be  so  easy  to  obtain 
this  tonnage  when  it  is  required. 

Demand  for  bituminous  coal  during  the  week  has  not  been  a.s 
active  in  the  west  as  during  the  previous  seven  days.  This  applies 
particularly  to  the  domestic  trade  and  is  easily  accounted  for  from 
the  fact  that  buyers,  if  possible,  are  holding  off  until  the  first  of  the 
following  month,  in  order  to  obtain  the  longer  period  of  credit  on 
their  purchases.  Even  though  nearly  every  description  of  bituminous 
coal  will  be  sold  in  the  west  at  higher  prices  after  October  first,  it 
is  not  anticipated  that  this  will  result  in  withholding  orders  on  tlie 
part  of  buyers.  They  must  have  the  coal,  and  as  they  have  not  yet 
bought  it,  when  the  consuming  season  opens  they  will  be  obliged  to 
pay  the  prevailing  prices. 

In  the  eastern  bituminous  trade  demand  continues  active  and 
all  the  coal  that  is  being  produced  is  being  readily  absorbed,  while 
in  some  parts  of  that  territory  orders  are  running  in  excess  of  the 
supply,  which  can  not  be  moved  forward  owing  to  the  restrictions 
placed  on  transportation  caused  by  the  shortage  of  cars.  Prices 
in  the  eastern  trade  are  firm  and  are  w'ell  maintained  at  a  higher 
range  than  existed  thirty  days  ago. 

The  anthracite  trade  of  the  country  is  beginning  to  feel  the 
influence  of  the  “strike”  scare.  Newspapers  are  devoting  much  space 
to  conditions  in  the  producing  region  and  almost  unanimously  are 
predicting  that  there  will  be  a  cessation  of  mining  April  first,  owing 
to  the  inability  to  agree  of  operating  interests  and  their  employes. 
This  view  of  the  situation  generally  is  published  under  flaring  head¬ 
lines,  so  that  it  attracts  public  attention.  As  a  result  consumers 
are  beginning  to  give  the  situation  some  attention.  In  the  west 
this  is  not  so  noticeable  as  in  the  eastern  states,  although  there  is  mon- 
activity  in  the  w-estern  retail  trade  than  there  has  been  since  la.st 
winter.  In  the  eastern  trade  not  only  are  householders  preparing  to 
take  in  additional  supplies  of  anthracite,  but  steam  users  nf  the 
smaller  sizes  are  planning  to  store  stocks  in  anticipation  of  any 
eventuality  that  may  occur  next  spring.  As  a  result  of  this  increased 
buying  some  sizes  of  the  finer  grades  are  beginning  to  run  short  of 
the  requirements.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  market  will  continue 
on  a  firm  basis  on  all  sizes  tliroughout  the  winter.  The  coke  trade  is 
booming  and  prices  are  showing  a  higher  range  on  all  descriptions 
than  thirty  days  ago. 
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The  reaction  in  the  western  coal  trade  has  evi¬ 
dently  occurred,  and  the  situation  is  taking  on  a 
firmness  as  to  prices  which  has  not  prevailed  be¬ 
fore  in  a  number  of  months.  Nearly  every  de¬ 
scription  of  bituminous  coal  is  slated  for  an  ad¬ 
vance  on  October  first,  these  advances  ranging 
from  ten  to  fifteen  cents  a  ton.  '1  hey  are  based 
on  the  increased  demand  which  is  absorbing  all 
the  coal  that  can  be  produced.  Nearly  every  im¬ 
portant  operator  in  the  western  mining  circles 
has  changed  from  bearish  to  bullish,  and  the 
sentiment  indicates  that  the  prices  named  for  Oc¬ 
tober  first  will  look  cheap  as  compared  with  those 
which  may  prevail  later  in  the  season. 

Car  shortage  continues  to  be  the  predominant 
factor  in  all  the  leading  coal  markets  of  the  west. 

A  general  survey  of  the  situation  today  indicates 
that  the  production  of  West  Virginia,  Ohio,  In¬ 
diana  and  Illinois  is  not  over  twenty-five  per 
cent  of  the  normal  capacity  of  these  great  coal 
fields.  This  estimate  is  based  on  figures  carefully 
obtained  from  operating  and  railroad  interests. 
They  are  as  accurate  as  any  in  existence. 

Present  Production  Is  Light. 

If  only  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  normal  ca¬ 
pacity  of  these  fields  is  being  produced  at  this 
time,  it  means  that  consumption  at  the  present 
moment  is  considerably  in  excess  of  the  tonnage 
of  coal  that  is  being  taken  out  of  the  ground. 
There  has  been  an  absorption  of  nearly  the  ton¬ 
nage  produced  during  the  summer,  probably 
within  fifteen  or  ten  per  cent  of  the  total  output 
of  the  western  fields. 

Steam  consumption  alone  would  more  than  ab¬ 
sorb  all  the  coal  that  can  be  mined  at  present, 
but  on  top  of  this  domestic  demand  is  commenc¬ 
ing,  dealers  are  stocking  coal,  the  strike  scare 
next  spring  is  beginning  to  show  its  head,  and 
manufacturers  who  require  a  large  tonnage  for 
daily  consumption  are  beginning  to  liy  plans  to 
stock  some  surplus  product,  with  the  result  that 
the  outlook  is  the  most  encouraging  at  any  time 
since  1902.  Following  the  severe  winter  and  the 
strike  of  that  year,  prices  began  to  decline,  and 
up  to  the  first  of  September  this  year  they  have 
declined  ever  since.  With  the  advent  of  Septem^ 
ber  the  reaction  to  a  higher  basis  commenced  and 
prices  since  then  have  been  gradually  going  the 
other  way.  That  a  gradual  advancement  in  prices 
will  occur  for  the  next  sixty  days  seems  assured, 
and  there  may  be  a  gradually  higher  tendency 
throughout  the  winter,  providing  there  is  severe 
weather  and  plenty  of  agitation  over  wage  con¬ 
ditions  for  the  new  mining  year. 

In  detail  a  summary  of  the  car  situation  shows 
that  it  is  worse  this  week  than  last.  It  is  now 
estimated  by  New  River  and  Pocahontas  ship¬ 
pers  in  West  Virginia  that  their  car  allotment 
for  September  will  provide  them  with  about  a 
sufficient  number  for  eight  full  working  days.  A 
full  quota  of  cars  has  been  obtained  about  one 
day  a  week,  and  the  remainder  of  the  time  pro¬ 
ducers  have  been  piecing  out,  working  part  of 
a  day  until  the  supply  was  exhausted.  The  con¬ 
ditions  applying  to  the  smokeless  fields  also  ob¬ 
tain  in  the  Kanawha  splint  district  of  West  Vir¬ 
ginia. 

How  Car  Supply  Is  Depleted. 

As  indicating  the  conditions  existing  in  the 
Hocking  field  of  Ohio,  there  were  307  cars  avail¬ 
able  one  day  this  week,  against  a  normal  require¬ 
ment  of  1,400  cars.  This  is  about  twenty-five  per 
cent  of  the  capacity.  It  is  not  expected  that  the 
supply  will  show  any  improvement  over  these 
figures  under  existing  conditions,  while  it  may 
become  much  worse  as  the  movement  of  other 
freight  increases. 

In  Indiana,  from  the  Sullivan  and  Greene 
county  -fields,  reports  vary  somewhat.  Sonie 
operations  have  had  two  full  working  days,  while 
others  have  had  only  one.  The  remainder  of  the 
time  the  car  supply  has  run  from  twenty-five  to 
thirty-five  per  cent  of  the  requirements.  The  con¬ 
ditions  in  the  Carterville  district  of  Illinois  are 
practically  the  same  as  in  Indiana.  In  other  Illi¬ 
nois  fields,  except  the  northern  part  of  the  state, 
production  has  not  averaged  over  fifty  per  cent, 
while  in  extreme  southern  fields  it  has  been  as 
low  as  fifteen  per  cent  at  some  of  the  operations. 


With  such  a  restriction  existing  as  applied  to 
l)roduction,  it  naturally  follows  that  the  demand 
for  coal  is  running  slightly  in  excess  of  the  spot 
supply.  The  last  week  of  the  month  there  is  not 
the  same  buying  activity  as  can  be  found  the 
early  part  of  the  month,  owing  to  the  necessity 
of  meeting  financial  obligations  so  soon.  If  it 
were  not  for  this  fact,  in  all  probability  the  situa¬ 
tion  would  have  had  the  appearance  of  being 

stronger  than  it  is,  but  with  the  advent  of  the 
new  month  it  is  likely  that  producing  companies 

will  begin  to  hold  up  orders,  because  they  will 

not  have  the  coal  to  supply  them.  This  has  oc¬ 
curred  in  some  instances  the  past  week,  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  smokeless  and  Hocking  all-rail  trade 
at  Chicago. 

Little  Speculative  Anthracite  In  West. 

In  the  anthracite  trade  in  the  west  conditions 
are  showing  a  slight  improvement.  The  few 

chilly  days  the  early  part  of  the  week,  together 
with  the  agitation  on  the  part  of  metropolitan 
newspapers  over  the  wage  scale  situation,  re¬ 
sulted  in  much  freer  buying  on  the  part  of  con¬ 
sumers.  This  has  not  been  wholly  reflected  in 
the  wholesale  trade  yet,  but  will  be  inside  of 
the  next  week  or  ten  days.  Dealers’  stocks  were 
fairly  ample  for  the  opening  of  the  season,  and 
accordingly  they  are  deferring  purchases  until 
after  the  advent  of  the  new  month  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  credit  conditions.  The  fact  that  con¬ 
sumers  are  a  factor  in  th^  market  is  the  best 
possible  indication  of  the  future  and  is  a  fore¬ 
runner  of  a  buying  demand  which  will  tax  the 
capacity  of  dealers  and  shipping  companies  to 
handle. 

Another  feature  of  the  anthracite  market  which 
indicates  the  improvement  that  has  taken  place  is 
found  in  connection  with  the  spot  supplies  of 
“private”  coal.  Jobbing  companies  who  handle 
this  product  ordinarily  have  been  short  of  sup¬ 
plies  during  the  week.  Interruption  to  all-rail 
deliveries  from  the  collieries,  owing  to  the  short¬ 
age  of  box  cars,  together  with  a  market  nearer 
home  for  these  private  producers,  have  restricted 
the  movement  to  western  markets.  All  the  job¬ 
bers  handling  private  coal  have  cleaned  up  sup¬ 
plies  which  they  had  on  track  a  fortnight  ago, 
and  there  is  practically  none  of  the  demurrage 
product  obtainable  at  this  time. 

Movement  of  coal  by  way  of  the  great  lakes 
keeps  up  to  the  basis  of  a  week  ago.  All-rail 
deliveries  to  the  west  continue  to  be  more  or  less 
restricted  with  the  shipping  companies  as  a  result 
of  the  car  shortage  to  which  reference  already 
has  been  made,  producers  preferring  to  ship  this 
coal  to  points  where  the  haul  is  short.  The 
activity  in  demand  has  not  yet  reached  the  point 
where  there  is  any  shortage  in  the  various  sizes, 
but  it  is  expected  that  chestnut  will  shortly  run 
below  the  requirements  and  some  of  the  compa¬ 
nies  are  already  taking  precautionary  measures 
by  requiring  customers  to  take  in  other  sizes 
when  ordering  this  grade  of  coal. 

Shortage  in  Smokeless  Pronounced. 

In  the  bituminous  trade  smokeless  product 
holds  a  relatively  strong  position  as  compared 
w'ith  a  week  ago.  In  the  western  all-rail  trade 
there  is  a  most  active  demand  for  run-of-mine, 
which  is  short  of  the  requirements,  giving  color  to 
the  belief  that  producers  are  getting  out  a  larger 
tonnage  of  prepared  sizes,  utilizing  their  slack 
in  the  coke  trade,  where  it  commands  ^  higher 
price,  owing  to  the  advance  in  the  latter  com¬ 
modity. 

Practically  no  Chicago  shipping  agent  has  had 
anywhere  near  enough  run-of-mine  coal  to  meet 
his  requirements  during  the  week,  and  thin-vein 
offered  has  sold  readily  at  full  quotations  for 
standard,  owing  to  the  paucity  of  supplies.  Where 
free  coal  run-of-mine  has  arrived  at  Chicago  it 
generally  has  been  held  at  a  slight  premium, 
ranging  from  $1.10@1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 
$3.05@3.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Screened  lump  and 
egg  Pocahontas  is  held  steadily  on  the  basis  of 
$2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $4.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago, 
while  screened  lump  run-of-mine  New  River  is 
held  at  $1.85(fi)2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.90@ 
4.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  About  all  the  lump  and 
egg  coal  coming  forward  has  been  absorbed 
readily  at  the  range  of  prices  noted,  but  the 
market  is  not  in  a  position  at  this  time  to  stand 


a  further  advance.  Unless  there  is  a  decided  im¬ 
provement  in  consumption  it  will  be  some  time 
before  lump  and  egg  can  go  to  a  higher  basis,  if 
producing  companies  wish  to  retain  the  tonnage 
which  now  belongs  to  this  coal.  Some  idea  of 
the  shortage  of  supplies  of  run-of-mine  can  be 
obtained  when  it  is  known  that  buyers  in  Chicago 
this  week  attempted  to  secure  the  acceptance  of 
orders  for  slack,  with  a  view  to  using  it  as  a 
substitute  for  run-of-mine  for  steam  purposes. 


Advance  in  Splint  Coal. 


The  Kanawha  splint  situation  is  on  the  same 
basis  this  week  as  last.  Demand  is  not  yet  very 
active,  but  the  car  shortage  is  restricting  the' ton¬ 
nage  coming  forward,  and  it  is  readily  absorbed 
in  most  instances.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  de¬ 
mand  for  this  product  will  develop  now  rapidly. 
Prices  on  October  first  will  sustain  an  advance 
Hand-picked  domestic  lump  will  be  lie  d  on  the 
basis  of  $1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.50  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago,  while  Kanawha  domestic  will  be  held 
at  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
There  will  be  some  reduction  from  these  figures  in 
the  movement  to  jobbers. 

Fairmont  is.  participating  in  the,  generally 
higher  market  by  reason  of  the  shortage  of  cars 
in  the  producing  region.  Orders  placed  several 
weeks  ago  for  western  shipment  have  not  all 
been  filled,  and  it  will  be  the  first  of  October  be¬ 
fore  they  are  taken  care  of.  On  new  business 
the  range  of  prices  on  three-quarter  coal  is  $1.00 
@1.10  f.  0.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.90@3.00  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Run-of-mine  is  held  at  85@95c  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine,  or  $2.75@2.85  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Do¬ 
mestic  lump  is  quoted  at  $1.50@1.60  f.  b.  b.  the 
mine,  or  $3.40@3.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Youghiogheny  gas  coal  is  not  in  large  supply  m 
the  western  markets,  and  it  is  expected  there  will 
be  a  slight  advance  on  October  first.  Prevailing 
prices  for  three-quarter  coal  are  $1.00@1.10  t.  o.  b. 
the  mine,  or  $2.90@3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Most  of 
the  present  movement  is  confined  to  contract  re¬ 
quirements. 

Hocking  Prices  to  Be  Higher. 


The  Hocking  situation  is  much  firmer  than  it 
has  been  in  the  past  year  and  a  half,  not  even 
excepting  last  winter,  when  demand  was  active. 
The  shortage  of  cars  in  the  region  is  the  source 
of  this  firmness.  The  Hocking  Valley  railroad 
has  a  larger  number  of  freight  cars  per  mile  of 
road  than  almost  any  other  railroad  in  the  United 
States,  but,  like  most  of  the  other  rail  lines,  it 
has  been  unable  to  retain  these  on  its  own  rails 
during  the  present  shortage,  and  as  a  consequence 
production  of  coal  has  been  reduced  to  twenty-five 
or  fifty  per  cent  of  the  normal  capacity  of  the 
mines.  One  large  company  has  not  booked  or¬ 
ders  for  rail  delivery  the  present  month  for  over 
a  week,  owing  to  these  conditions  and  the  fact 
that  it  was  feared  it  had  accepted  more  business 
than  it  could  supply  under  existing  conditions. 

With  the  advent  of  October  first  the  rail  prices 
on  Hocking  coal  are  to  be  advanced  as  follows : 


F.  O.  B. 

Description.  Chicago. 

Domestic  lump  . $3.15 

Three-quarter  lump  .  3.00 

Run  of  mine  .  1-20 

Nut  .  110 


F.  O.  B. 
Mines. 
$1.50 


1.35 

2.85 

2.75 


Demand  under  present  conditions  is  likely  to 
continue  even  more  active  than  at  present.  Car 
shortage  shows  no  sign  of  improvement,  and  with 
the  domestic  consuming  period  coming  on,  the 
outlook  is  encouraging  as  to  increasing  require¬ 


ments. 

Western  Coals  to  Be  Higher. 


In  Indiana  coals  there  will  be  an  advance  in 
the  Sullivan  county  product  of  ten  cents  a  ton, 
owing  to  the  shortage  of  cars  and  the  increased 
demand  for  coal.  Sullivan  county  domestic  lump 
will  be  advanced  to  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or 
$2.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Sullivan  county  egg  will 
be  held  at  $1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or  $2.15  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Run-of-mine  will  be  held  at  $1.00@1.10 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.80@1.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Screenings  will  be  sold  at  prevailing  market 
prices.  On  the  spot  market  prices  on  these  coals 
generally  are  ten  cents  lower  per  ton  the  present 
week.  Run-of-mine  is  in  very  short  supply  and 
there  is  not  a  sufficient  tonnage  to  meet  require¬ 
ments.  On  the  other  hand  screenings  are  about 
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the  weakest  item  on  the  list  and  have  sold  con¬ 
siderably  below  the  figures  obtained  a  week  ago. 

Generally  the  market  on  Linton  and  Greene 
c^onnty  coal  is  held  on  about  the  same  basis  as 
Sullivan  county.  An  advance  will  also  occur  in 
the  price  of  this  coal  on  the  first. 

Block  coal  from  the  Brazil  field  seems  to  be  in 
active  request  and  the  market  holds  steady  on 
the  basis  of  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  lump,  or 
$2.80  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Run-of-mine  coal  is 
quoted  at  $1.80  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.60  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  An  advance  of  ten  cents  a  ton  will  be 
made  in  these  prices  on  October  first,  making 
the  Chicago  f.  o.  b.  price  $2.90  for  lump  and  $2.70 
for  run-of-mine. 

Carterville  Coal  to  Advance. 

In  the  Illinois  field  the  only  coal  on  which  a 
general  advance  is  to  be  made  will  be  Carterville. 
The  new  circular  on  this  product,  to  become 
effective  the  first  of  the  month,  is  as  follows : 


F.  O.  B. 

F.  O.  B. 

Description. 

Chicago. 

Mines. 

Lump,  six-inch  . 

. $2.50 

$1.60 

Lump,  three-inch  . 

.  2.35 

1.35 

Egg,  three-inch  . 

.  2.35 

1.35 

Washed,  No.’l  . 

.  2.85 

1.85 

Washed,  No.  2  . 

.  2.40 

1.40 

Washed,  No.  h  . 

.  1.60 

.60 

Market  and 

Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Sept.  28. 

General  conditions  surrounding  the  coal  indus¬ 
try  in  this  market  are  keeping  up  their  record 
of  improvement  from  day  to  day  and  prices  are 
advancing  slowly  but  firmly.  Our  report  of  last 
week  will  cover  the  supply  and  demand  features 
characterizing  the  current  market  in  practically  all 
detail,  but  a  readjustment,  though  slight,  of  ruling 
prices  for  all  grades  and  sizes  of  coal  has  been 
made  necessary  by  the  course  of  events.  The  ten¬ 
dency  to  advance  may  be  attributed  to  a  combina¬ 
tion  of  circumstances  that  work  together  at  this 
season  of  the  year.  The  car  shortage  is  the  lead¬ 
ing  factor,  perhaps,  in  determining  the  bullish  di¬ 
rection  of  quotations.  The  tonnage  that  has  been 
stored  up  at  the  mines  and  docks  owing  to  the 
difficulty  and  even  impossibility  of  securing  trans¬ 
portation  is  daily  growing  in  proportions  and  a 
steady  advance  in  coal  prices  will  be  but  the  legit¬ 
imate  result  of  such  conditions. 

Pittsburg  run-of-mine  still  hovers  around  the 
dollar  mark,  but  many  orders  are  closed  at  figures 
as  high  as  $1.05@1.10  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  in 
conformity  with  the  condition  of  shipment  or  the 
urgency  of  the  order.  This  week’s  offers  for  Al¬ 
legheny  valley  river  run-of-mine  are  somewhat 
higher  than  those  of  last  week — as  high  as  $1.00 
per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  is  being  asked — not  a 
small  advance  over  the  quotations  prevailing  a 
fortnight  ago,  75  cents  per  ton.  Pittsburg  general 
prices  for  the  week  ending  September  twenty- 
eighth  run  as  follows :  Run-of-mine,  90c@$1.10 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine ;  three-quarter  inch,  95c@$1.15 ; 
one  and  a  quarter  inch,  $1.1^@1.25;  slack,  55@ 
65c. 

Slack  continues  firm  and  scarce.  Panhandle 
product  selling  for  60@65c  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine.  Little  nut  coal  is  going  west,  lake  business 
consuming  about  all  that  can  be  put  into  this 
market. 

On  account  of  the  increased  demand  for  river 
coal  in  the  east  there  has  followed  a  distinct  ad¬ 
vance  in  prices.  This  has  not  affected  western 
Pennsylvania  operators  to  any  great  extent  on 
account  of  the  differential  freight  rate  permitting 
of  little  of  this  local  coal  reaching  a  great  dis¬ 
tance  east,  especially  the  Atlantic  sea-board  points. 

Movement  to  Lake  Ports  Heavy. 

Lake  shipping  continues  unabated,  the  tonnage 
of  coal  leaving  the  local  field  in  that  direction 
being  limited  only  by  the  car  capacity  available. 
Few  long  time  contracts  for  delivery  after  April 
first,  1906,  are  being  negotiated.  Orders  of  all 
kinds  are  plentiful  and  the  only  embarrassing 
proposition  confronting  the  dealer  is  the  matter 
of  getting  the  product  to  his  customer.  The  con¬ 
sumer  does  not  show  any  signs  of  resenting  the 
advanced  prices,  but  in  many  cases  seems  dis¬ 
posed  to  be  critical  as  to  the  manner  of  shipment. 


Possibly  these  prices  will  not  always  be  ad¬ 
hered  to  after  the  turn  of  the  month.  At  present 
Carterville  on  the  spot  is  offered  at  $1.35  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  for  domestic  lump  and  $1.25  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  for  three-inch  lump  and  also  for  egg 
which  passes  through  a  six-inch  screen.  No.  1 
and  No.  2  washed  coal  are  fairly  firm,  but  Nos.  3 
and  4  are  iiic.ined  to  be  weak  in  the  Chicago 
market  in  some  hands. 

In  the  Springfield  grades  no  announcement  has 
been  made  as  to  prospective  advances,  the  market 
holding  to  a  steady  basis  until  such  time  as  de¬ 
mand  increases.  Domestic  lump  is  quoted  on 
the  basis  of  $1.35@1.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.10 
@2.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Inch  and  a  quarter  lump 
is  quoted  on  the  basis  of  $1.10@1.15  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine,  or  $1.85@1.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Run-of- 
mine  holds  steady  at  85@90c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
or  $1.60@1.70  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Screenings  are 
so  weak  that  the  price  is  not  quotable. 

On  all  grades  of  screenings  the  Chicago  market 
is  in  bad  shape  this  week  and  prices  are  unusual¬ 
ly  low,  particularly  on  the  common  grades.  Quo¬ 
tations  have  shown  a  range  of  10@25c  for  some 
of  this  product  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  while  one  lot 
of  Pinckneyville  was  sold  at  a  figure  below  the 
freight  charges.  Paisley  screenings  have  also 
been  in  heavy  oversupply  and  have  been  offered 
at  low  figures  to  move  them.  The  increased  pro¬ 


However,  box  cars,  gondolas  and  hoppers  all  look 
alike  to  operator  and  dealer  at  this  juncture,  and 
shipments  are  being  made  accordingly. 

Another  river  barge  stage  is  not  expected  for 
at  least  another  month,  but  upper  pool  mines  and 
tipples  are  working  full  time.  A  large  number  of 
empties  have  returned  from  the  last  large  shipping 
trip  south  and  are  being  disposed  among  the  upper 
pools  where  they  may  be  reloaded  at  once  from 
stocked  output,  in  readiness  for  the  next  rise. 

Retail  Demand  Is  Improved. 

A  marked  improvement  in  local  retail  trade  has 
been  wrought  by  the  advent  of  crisp  fall  weather 
and  family  coal  dealers  are  getting  in  their  orders 
for  anthracite  none  too  early.  In  some  cases  the 
operators  and  jobbers  have  sent  circular  notifi¬ 
cation  to  their  customers  asking  them  to  get  busy 
and  hurry  in  the  orders  for  winter  supply.  The 
growing  car  shortage  is  used  as  an  argument  to 
induce  prompt  action  on  the  part  of  the  retail 
dealer. 

The  usual  orders  in  periods  of  car  scarcity  are 
being  issued  by  the  various  freight  handling  rail¬ 
roads  and  the  coal  movement  will  be  affected  still 
further  if  these  orders  are  executed  to  the  letter. 
The  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  Reading  and  New  York 
Central  railroads  have  notified  other  lines  that 
cars  will  not  be  permitted  to  go  off  their  own 
roads  and  the  Pennsylvania  lines  will  no  doubt 
follow  with  a  like  order. 

Coke  Trade  News  From  Connellsville. 

Although  the  figures  show  a  slight  falling  off 
in  last  week’s  output  in  the  Connellsville  region, 
the  coke  trade  is  in  a  decidedly  healthy  condition 
and  the  percentage  of  ovens  standing  idle  is  prac¬ 
tically  nil.  New  ovens  are  reported  in  the' course 
of  construction  by  many  companies  and  the  out¬ 
look  for  a  fall  and  winter  coke  season  of  remark¬ 
able  activity  is  bright.  Last  week’s  production 
showed  a  slight  decrease  under  that  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  week,  the  aggregate  output  of  the  two 
fields,  upper  and  lower  Connellsville  regions,  being 
260,219  tons,  a  decrease  of  1,441  tons.  The  ship¬ 
ments  were  curtailed  in  small  measure  by  the  ex¬ 
isting  car  shortage.  The  following  figures  '  rep¬ 
resent  the  coke  movement  for  the  week  ending 
September  twenty-second :  Pittsburg  district, 

4,179  cars;  west  of  Pittsburg,  5,755  cars;  east  of 
Scottdale,  1,257  cars. 

Coke  prices  promise  to  take  a  turn  upward. 
Furnace  forty-eight  hour  coke  is  holding  strong 
at  $1.90@2.15 ;  seventy-two  hour  product  is  quoted 
as  high  as  $2.50@2.60  per  ton. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  and  a 
charter  granted  for  the  new  Southern  Connells¬ 
ville  Coke  Co.,  with  W.  C.  Magee  president.  The 
new  company  is  an  outgrowth  of  the  Pickands- 
Magee  Coke  Co.,  Pittsburg  and  Uniontown,  Pa., 
and  its  holdings  are  located  in  the  southern  Con¬ 


duction  of  lump  and.  other  domestic  grades  of 
coal  is  probably  responsible  for  this  condition  of 
affairs. 

Coke  Trade  Is  Booming. 

In  the  western  coke  trade  there  has  been  a 
decided  upward  turn  to  the  market,  and  the  out¬ 
look  is  most  encouraging.  Connellsville  seventy- 
two  hour  foundry  coke  is  quoted  on  the  basis 
of  $2.50@2.75  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens,  or  $5.15@5.40 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  with  more  selling  at  the  maxi¬ 
mum  than  the  minimum  figure,  particularly  where 
quality  is  a  consideration.  Even  furnace  coke 
has  taken  a  jump  upward  and  product  which  was 
offered  freely  a  few  weeks  ago  at  $2.25  f.  o.  b. 
the  ovens  is  now  strong  at  $2.45@2.50  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Southern  coke  from  Virginia  points  is 
held  on  the  basis  of  $5.00@5.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Pocahontas  and  New  River  cokes  are  held  10@15c 
higher  f.  o.  b.  this  city  than  they  were  thirty  days 
ago.  Shipping  companies  look  for  a  firm  market 
on  the  product  during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
The  future  is  anticipated  to  a  very  large  extent 
by  the  fact  that  contracts  will  not  be  accepted  be¬ 
low  the  minimum  figures  mentioned.  On  one 
contract  for  5,000  tons  offered  during  the  week, 
which  called  for  furnace  coke,  the  lowest  figure 
at  which  the  coke  could  be  obtained  was  $2.50 
f.  o.  b.  the  ovens. 


nellsville  field.  Five  hundred  new  ovens  are  now 
in  the  course  of  erection  and  the  entire  plant  will 
be  in  operation  by  January  first,  1906.  New  and 
improved  washers  and  crushers  will  be  installed 
and  general  extensions  made. 

The  Old  Colony  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  is  ready  to 
materially  increase  its  coke  capacity,  having  just 
completed  fifty  new  ovens  at  the  Ligonier,  Pa., 
plant,  increasing  the  number  of  ovens  to  100.  The 
company  also  contemplates  the  erection  of  a  num¬ 
ber  of  miners’  houses  and  other  extensions  at  this 
plant. 

Among  other  numerous  coke  extensions  in  the 
Connellsville  field  are  the  following:  The  Sun¬ 
shine  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  fifty  new  ovens  at  Mason- 
town  ;  Rocks  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  thirty  ovens  at 
Linn  Station;  Oriental  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  100  new 
ovens  at  New  Salem,  Pa. 

Pennsylvania  Extension  Will  Open  Coal. 

The  Pennsylvania  railroad  this  week  commenced 
work  on  the  new  Monongahela  division  extension, 
which  has  been  under  consideration  for  over  a 
year.  The  importance  of  this  new  branch  as 
affecting  the  local  coal  situation  is  great,  as  it 
will  spell  development  of  a  tremendously  rich  coal 
region  heretofore  practically  destitute  of  means 
of  transportation  with  the  exception  of  Monon¬ 
gahela  river  frontage,  sparsely  disposed. 

The  new  branch  will  alter  the  division  from 
the  West  Brownsville  end  of  the  line  to  Rice’s 
Landing  and  the  twelve  miles  of  this  line  have 
been  commenced.  This  will  be  completed  in  time 
for  spring  coal  operations.  With  this  loop  through 
an  important  corner  of  Washington  county,  the 
Pennsylvania  will  be  in  a  position  to  greatly  in¬ 
crease  the  coal  tonnage  coming  out  of  that  dis¬ 
trict.  New  points  reached  by  the  extension  will 
be  Millsboro,  Clarksville,  Zollersville  and  Bent- 
leysville.  The  entire  district  is  rich  in  coal,  the 
river  frontage  from  West  Brownsville  to  Mills¬ 
boro  outcropping  continually. 

The  Jones  &  Laughlin  Steel  Co.  owns  18,000 
acres  here,  with  two  river  frontages;  the  Clyde 
Coal  Co.  has  approximately  900  acres,  and  this 
company,  heretofore  confined  to  river  shipping  ex¬ 
clusively  .will  reach  out  to  rail  points.  The  Pitts- 
burg-Buffalo  Co.  owns  about  15,000  acres  north 
and  west  of  Zollersville,  and  Ewing  &  Long,  of 
Uniontown,  have  large  holdings.  F.  M.  Osborn 
and  others  have  3,000  acres  between  Clarksville 
and  Zollersville,  and  in  Greene  county,  only  a  few 
miles  distant,  are  immense  undeveloped  proper¬ 
ties.  All  of  these  will  be  accessible  by  rail  upon 
the  completion  of.  the  Monongahela  divison.  Cok¬ 
ing  interests,  too,  will  be  affected  to  a  great  extent 
by  the  improved  transportation  facilities. 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  Is  Host. 

The  members  of  the  Pittsburg  Railways  club 
and  their  wives,  making  a  party  numbering  200, 
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wiTc  tlie  guests  last  I-'riday  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal 
Co.  The  day  was  spent  at  Imperial,  the  home  of 
tlte  Imperial  mines  of  the  entertaining  company. 
The  trip  was  made  over  the  Pittsburg  &  Lake 
Erie  and  the  Montour  railroads.  At  Imperial  the 
Allegheny  county  fair  was  being  held  the  same 
day,  and  this,  together  with  the  races,  inspection 
of  the  exhibits  and  a  visit  to  the  mines  lilled  a 
busy  day. 

\V.  R.  Woodford,  vice-president  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Coal  Co.,  and  E.  H.  Stark,  superintendent 
of  rolling  stock,  had  charge  of  the  party.  The 
guests  werq  conducted  to  the  home  of  F.  B.  Dun¬ 
bar,  superintendent  of  the  Imperial  mines,  where 
a  sumptuous  dinner  was  served  on  the  lawn.  In 
the  evening  the  party  returned  to  Pittsburg,  the 
club  holding  its  first  regular  meeting  of  the  sea¬ 
son  at  the  Monongahcla  House,  nearly  300  mem¬ 
bers  being  present.  Mr.  Stark,  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Co.,  was  elected  first  vice-president  of  the 
club  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Western  Pennsylvania  Labor  Notes. 

At  a  meeting  held  this  week  at  Harrisburg,  Pa., 
the  commission  created  by  the  state  legislature  in 
1003  to  take  in  hand  the  matter  of  erecting  and 
maintaining  homes  for  aged  coal  miners  and  their 
families,  reported  favorable  progress  toward  the 
consummation  of  the  project.  It  is  quite  likely 
that  a  number  of  these  institutions  will  be  erected 
both  in  the  anthracite  and  bituminous  fields  of  the 
state,  the  operators  and  miners  alike  bearing  part 
of  the  expense  entailed.  The  commission  has  de¬ 
cided  to  ask  the  bituminous  operators  in  the  local 
field  to  agree  to  an  assessment  of  one  mill  per 
ton  on  all  coal  marketed.  The  miners  have  been 
asked,  through  their  district  officials,  for  an  an¬ 
nual  assessment  of  sixty  cents  per  capita  for  each 
union  and  noii'-union  employe  of  legal  age  work¬ 
ing  in  or  around  the  mines  of  western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Murray  Forbes,  of  Greensburg,  secretary 
of  the  commisison,  annouces  that  payments  are 
to  be  made  quarterly  to  the  state  treasurer,  be¬ 
ginning  January  first,  190(5. 

At  the  Pittsburg  headquarters  of  the  united 
mine  workers  all  is  activity  in  preparation  for 
the  mass  meeting  of  miners  that  is  scheduled 
to  take  place  at  Elizabeth,  Pa.,  October  seventh, 
when  President  John  Mitchell  will  specie.  Other 
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With  the  exception  of  the  car  supply,  this  mar¬ 
ket  continues  in  the  same  satisfactory  condition 
that  has  characterized  it  for  many  weeks.  The  car 
:upply,  or  to  speak  more  correctly,  the  lack  of  a 
car  supply,  is  causing  a  great  deal  of  inconveni¬ 
ence  and  in  some  quarters,  actual  loss  to  the  coal 
men  engaged  in  producing  and  shipping  coal. 
Transportation  from  the  point  of  efficiency  is  not 
satisfactory  on  any  line  leading  to  Cincinnati,  but 
the  railroads  giving  the  most  cars  in  comparison 
to  their  coal  business  range  as  follovvs:  The 
Louisville  &  Nashville  has  been  and  is  still  giving 
most  of  its  mines  from  four  to  five  days  car  sup¬ 
ply  a  week;  the  Norfolk  &  Western  has  averaged, 
from  the  best  reports  obtainable,  three  to  four 
days’  supply  a  week;  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  has 
not  done  quite  so  well ;  the  Kanawha  &  Michigan 
has  been  giving  about  three  days’  supply  a  week, 
and  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  has  been  giving  two 
days’  supply  or  a  little  less  per  week. 

The  representative  of  one  of  the  largest  compa¬ 
nies  on  the  line  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  rail¬ 
road  told  The  Black  Diamond  this  morning  that 
six  cars  represented  the  total  supplied  to  this 
company  all  of  last  week,  when  the  capacity  of  the 
mine  is  over  1,000  tons  a  day.  This  week  this 
mine  has  been  given  cars  enough  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  little  over  1,300  tons,  and  has 
been  notified  that  no  more  will  be  fur¬ 
nished  until  later.  This  kind  of  car  service  is  re¬ 
sulting  in  enormous  losses  to  the  mine  owners, 
and  is  forcing  miners  to  move  away  from  districts 
where  they  already  are  scarce,  to  fields  where  they 
can  more  nearly  make  a  living.  The  miners,  un¬ 
der  such  car  supply,  can  not  make  enough  to  keep 
body  and  soul  together. 

Prices  Are  Tending  Upward. 

Prices  on  almost  every  grade  of  coal  show  an 
upward  tendency.  There  is  practically  no  good 


meetings  in  the  J’ittsburg  district  will  follow.  The 
program  of  organization  now  being  carried  out  by 
the  bituminous  miners  is  of  a  more  extensive 
scope  than  ever  before  attempted.  I’articular  ef¬ 
forts  are  being  put  forth  in  both  the  Irwin  dis¬ 
trict  and  the  Alonongahela  valley.  President 
•Mitchell  closed  his  tour  of  the  anthracite  districts 
September  twenty-seventh  and  will  begin  a  tour 
of  the  western  Pennsylvania  bituminous  regions 
this  week.  According  to  the  reports  of  the  secre¬ 
taries  of  the  anthracite  local  unions  the  organi¬ 
zation  has  increased  over  twenty-five  per  cent  in 
membership  a-s  a  result  of  Mr.  Mitchell’s  personal 
eight-hour  agitation. 

NEWS  NOTES  FROM  PITTSBURG. 

W.  K.  Richards,  president  of  the  Richards  Coal 
Mining  Co.,  is  sojourning  for  a  tortnight  at  Atlan¬ 
tic  City. 

Irving  Underhill,  president  of  C.  M.  Underhill 
&  Co.,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  was  a  Pittsburg  visitor 
this  week. 

P.  Y.  Hite,  a  leading  operator  of  Fairmont, 
W.  Va.,  and  founder  of  Hite  Station  on  the  West 
Penn  railroad,  was  a  business  visitor  to  this  city 
this  week. 

W.  H.  Crump,  transportation  manager  of  the 
Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  spent  the  past  week  in  Cincinnati  and  at 
other  southern  river  points. 

Strike  matters  at  the  Richhill  mines  of  the 
United  Coal  Co.  were  adjusted  last  week  while 
the  affair  was  yet  in  an  incipient  stage.  The 
mines  are  again  operating  at  full  capacity. 

'Fhc  Connellsville  Machine  &  Car  Co.,  with 
main  office  at  Connellsville  and  branch  at  Pitts¬ 
burg,  is  about  to  reorganize  and  incorporate  with 
a  capital  of  $150,000,  the  incorporators  being 
James  McGrath,  Dr.  L.  P.  McCormick  and  J.  W. 
Ralston.  A  large  part  of  the  factory  at  Connells¬ 
ville  was  recently  destroyed  by  fire.  This  will  be 
rebuilt  and  other  extensions  will  be  made  in  the 
near  future. 

Pittsburg  capital  is  interested  in  a  new  mining 
enterprise  launched  this  week  at  Huntington,  W. 


Kanawha  splint  lump  offered  now'  under  $1.40  a 
ton  at  the  mines,  and  a  number  of  sales  have  been 
made  at  all  the  multiples  of  five  from  $1.40  to 
$1.60.  Sales  of  favorite  grades  are  being  made 
at  $1.75,  and  one  sale  of  five-inch  block  is  reported 
at  $1.90  a  ton  at  the  mines. 

The  smokeless  situation  is  practically  un¬ 
changed.  The  shipping  companies,  which  have 
been  taking  orders  all  month  at  $2  a  ton  for  Po¬ 
cahontas  and  New  River  lump  and  egg,  find  them¬ 
selves  getting  further  and  further  behind  in  their 
deliveries,  and  a  number  of  smokeless  concerns 
positively  have  refused  to  take  more  orders,  pre¬ 
ferring  to  clean  up  their  books  and  be  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  to  take  advantage  of  still  higher  prices  if  the 
market  becomes  stronger.  The  producers  of  War 
Eagle  smokeless  are  still  taking  orders  at  $2  a 
ton  for  lump  and  egg.  Smokeless  run-of-mine  is 
worth  $1.25  a  ton  at  the  mines.  The  apparent 
surplus  of  nut  and  slack  that  was  noticeable  last 
week  has  disappeared,  but  there  is  yet  no  great 
strength  in  this  department  of  the  market.  Fair 
qualities  of  nut  and  slack  are  worth  from  fifty 
cents  a  ton  upward. 

River  Coal  Continues  Steady. 

There  is  no  change  in  river  coal.  Compara¬ 
tively  little  river  coal  is  changing  hands  afloat 
for  the  reason  that  most  of  the  elevators  are  w'ell 
supiilicd,  and  there  is  no  great  incentive  to  buy 
much  for  future  use  at  present  prices.  Pittsburg 
and  Kanawdia  lump  are  worth  7@7y2C  a  bushel 
afloat  in  barges,  and  nut  and  slack  ranges  at  5@ 
5pic  a  bushel  afloat.  There  is  ample  coal  afloat 
in  the  Cincinnati  harbor  to  keep  the  regular  river 
elevators  supplied  until  December  first.  Last 
year  at  this  time  the  supply  of  river  coal  was  get¬ 
ting  low. 

The  retail  business  of  the  city,  while  not  boom¬ 
ing,  is  all  that  can  be  e.xpected  at  this  time  of 
year.  It  is  much  better  than  it  usually  is  dur¬ 
ing  the  latter  part  of  September.  No  changes  in 
prices  are  anticipated  October  first.  As  long  as 


\’a.,  near  the  Panhandle  district.  The  United 
States  Oil  &  Gas  Co.,  owning  coal  mines  in  Logan 
county,  has  closed  a  deal  acquiring  a  large  tract 
of  coal  land  with  river  frontage  and  will  begin 
the  erection  of  tipples.  A  new  line  of  Ohio  river 
boats  will  be  put  into  service. 

J.  F'rank  Tilley,  of  the  Monongahela  River  Con¬ 
solidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  was  at  the  office  Tues¬ 
day  of  this  week  for  the  first  time  in  many  weeks, 
during  which  time  he  was  confined  to  his  home 
with  a  severe  attack  of  typhoid  fever. 

The  Maple  Creek  Coal  Co.  w-as  this  week  made 
defendant  in  an  action  brought  by  George  E. 
Scheck  and  Margaret  A.  Maxwell,  asking  for  a 
restraining  order  enjoining  the  company'  from  ope¬ 
rating  certain  coal  tracts  in  Twilight  and  Spears 
boroughs. 

The  stringency  in  car  supply  will  be  somewhat 
alleviated  on  the  Montour  railroad,  which  handles 
a  large  part  of  the  output  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal 
Co.,  by  the  delivery  this  week  of  a  large  consign-  , 
ment  of  coal  cars,  hoppers  and  gondolas,  from 
the  Ensign  Car  Works,  Huntington,  W.  Va. 

A  visit  to  the  factories  of  the  Scottdale  F'oun- 
dry  &  Machine  Co.,  at  Scottdale,  Pa.,  this  week 
found  every  w’heel  in  motion  and  an  appearance 
of  prosperity  worthy  ot  more  than  passing  note. 
Just  now  the  company  is  experiencing  a  heavy  call 
for  the  new  “Scottdale  F'rame”  coke  larry  and 
orders  are  being  filled  from  points  as  far  distant 
as  Cerro  de  Pasco,  Peru,  and  Sabinas,  Coah, 
Mexico,  the  Cerro  de  Pasco  Manufacturing  com¬ 
pany  of  the  former  place  recently  ordering  two 
new  style  larries,  and  the  Compania  Carbonifera 
•\gujita,  of  the  Mexican  city,  calling  for  a  like 
number.  Other  orders  of  recent  date  are  from 
the  H.  C.  F'rick  Coke  Co.,  eight  larries  ;  Page  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  two  ten-ton  larries ;  Jamison  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  Greensburg,  Pa.,  and  others.  The  new 
“Scottdale  Frame’’  larry,  with  a  high  discharge  of 
forty-five  to  fifty  degrees  in  the  hopper  and 
chutes,  is  especially  well  adapted  for  coal  washers 
where  the  coal  is  fine,  wet  and  sticky  and  where 
the  coal  is  of  a  slacky  nature,  as  in  some  fields 
of  West  X’irginia,  the  steep  hopper  is  especially 
useful. 


Cincinnati. 

there  is  a  large  stock  of  coal  afloat  in  the  river 
the  dealers  will  not  allow  the  retail  price  to  ad¬ 
vance  above  the  present  figure  of  $3.25  a  ton  de¬ 
livered  to  families.  Pocahontas  and  Ne%y  River 
lump  and  egg  are  worth  $4  a  ton ;  anthracite  $7.50 
a  ton  delivered,  and  gas  coke  ten  cents  a  bushel 
delivered.  Steam  coal  at  retail  covers  a  wide  range 
on  account  of  the  many  qualities  sold,  but  is  held 
at  $1.75  a  ton  for  the  cheapest  nut  and  slack  up 
to  $3.50  a  ton  for  the  best  run-of-mine.  There 
have  been  some  rather  well  defined  rumors  of 
cutting  in  the  steam  trade  during  the  past  few 
weeks,  and  there  is  not  the  faith  and  good  feel¬ 
ing  among  those  engaged  in  it  that  there  was 
earlier  in  the  season,  but  on  the  whole  it  is  in 
good  condition. 

Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Restricts  Shipments. 

Enormous  sales  of  pig  iron  have  been  made 
here  during  the  week,  some  brokers  claiming  that 
the  amount  probably  is  larger  than  ever  sold  be¬ 
fore  in  the  same  length  of  time.  This  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  followed  by  large  sales  of  coke.  The 
latter  is  in  good  demand,  but  no  changes  in  prices 
have  been  made. 

A  circular  just  issued  by  the  Oiesapeake  & 
Ohio  railroad  which  will  take  effect  October 
third,  and  which  practically  places  an  embargo 
upon  all  northern  shipments  intended  for  lake 
business,  is  causing  considerable  unfavorable 
comment  among  the  larger  coal  interests.  The 
circular  alluded  to  will  permit  of  shipments  in 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  equipment  upon  cargoes  al¬ 
ready  begun,  but  will  not  allow  the  equipment 
of  tliat  road  to  be  used  on  new  cargoes.  The  re¬ 
striction  of  shipments  on  the  Cincinnati.  Hamil¬ 
ton  &  Dayton  to  Toledo  will,  it  is  thought,  im¬ 
prove  somewhat  the  general  car  supply  on  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio. 

Coal  Men  Win  Railroad  Victory. 

The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Southwestern  railroad 
has  filed  its  answer  with  J.  C.  Morris,  railroad 
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commissioner  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  in  the  com¬ 
plaint  of  the  Campbells  Creek  Coal  Co.,  Queen 
City  Coal  Co.,  and  the  Receivers’  &  Shippers’ 
association  and  others.  The  claim  is  made  by 
the  Receivers  &  Shippers’  association  for  the  co,al 
companiesi  that  this  railroad  is,  and  has  been, 
charging  an  excessive  and  unlawful  switching 
rate  on  coal  in  the  c'ty  of  Cincinnati.  The  con¬ 
test  has  been  long  drawn  out,  but  the  coal  men 
l)elieve  they  have  virtually  beaten  the  railroad 
company,  which  says,  in  its  answer  to  the  state 
commissioner  : 

‘‘It  is  true  that  for  hauling  coal  from  the  ele¬ 
vators  of  coal  companies  for  delivery  to  the 
Cleveland  division  of  the  Big  Four,  a  distance  of 
less  than  one-half  mile,  there  is  assessed  a  charge 
of  eight  cents  per  ton  with  a  minimum  of  $2.00 
per  car.  But  the  charge  thus  made  as  to  all  coal 
companies  for  the  service  referred  to  is  not  sim¬ 
ply  for  hauling  coal  from  the  elevators  of  the  Big 
Four.  It  is  for  hauling  the  empty  cars  from  the 
connection  of  the  line  of  this  company  with  that 
of  the  Big  Four  to  the  elevators  of  the  respective 
coal  companies  and  leaving  them  on  the  tracks 
and  premises  of  this  company  without  demurrage 
charge  for  a  period  of  forty-eight  hours,  and 
hauling  them  back  loaded  to  the  pohrt  of  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  Big  Four.”  The  coal  men  say  that 
this  is  practically  an  admission,  on  the  part  of 
the  railroad,  that  it  is  beaten,  and  that  it  makes 
the  claim  that  it  is  charging  for  hauling  empty 
cars  simply  because  it  has  no  footing  upon  which 
to  stand.  A  charge  for  hauling  empty  cars  is 
unheard  of  in  railroading.  The  coal  men  are 
jubilant  at  the  way  the  case  is  going. 


NE’WS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

R.  H.  Lyman,  manager  of  the  Island  Creek 
Coal  Sales  Co.,  is  in  Chicago. 

W.  S.  Bogle  Sr.  and  W.  S.  Bogle  Jr.  were 
Cincinnati  business  visitors  during  the  week. 

C.  J.  Wittenberg,  president  of  the  Chesapeake 
&  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  has  gone  to  Europe  for 
the  winter. 

C.  D.  Martin,  manager  for  Geo.  M.  Halm  & 
Co.,  spent  most  of  the  week  among  the  Kanawha 
mines  trying  to  hurry  some  coal  through. 

R.'  A.  Jaynes,  manager  of  the  Darby  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  spent  Tuesday  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  his 
old  home.  He  is  now  a  resident  of  Cincinnati. 

W.  S.  Taylor,  the  popular  salesman  for  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  with  head¬ 
quarters  in  Detroit,  is  spending  a  day  or  two  in 
Cincinnati. 

R.  S.  Magee,  manager  of  sales  for  the  Economy 
Fuel  Co.,  is  spending  the  week  at  his  company’s 
mines  on  the  Norfolk  &  Western  railway,  trying 
to  increase  shipments. 

F.  E.  Sampson,  of  the  North  Jellico  Coal  Co,, 
Wilton,  Ky.,  spent  part  of  the  week  in  Cincinnati 
with  William  T.  Ulland,  of  the  Laurel-Jellico 
Coal  Co.,  his  Cincinnati  selling  agent. 

General  St.  Clair,  of  Fayetteville,  W.  Va.,  one 
of  the  foremost  attorneys  of  the  state,  spent  sev¬ 
eral  days  here  during  the  week.  General  St.  Clair 
has  an  enormous  practice  among  coal  men. 

James  Kay,  one  of  the  largest  operators  on 
Cabin  Creek,  in  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Kanawha 
district,  was  in  Cincinnati  during  the  week,  and 
was  a  visitor  at  a  number  of  leading  coal  offices. 

James  G.  Geegan,  general  manager  of  the 
Clyde  Coal  Co.,  Pittsburg,  one  of  the  large  inde¬ 
pendent  producing  and  shipping  companies  in 
that  city,  spent  most  of  the  week  here  on  busi¬ 
ness. 

The  Damascus  Coal  Co.  is  now  comfortably 
situated  in  its  new  offices  on  the  eighteenth  floor 
of  the  First  National  Bank  building.  Messrs. 
r()dd,  Sullivan,  Calder  and  Johnson  will  be  glad 
to  have  their  friends  call. 

G.  W.  Riley,  manager  of  the  Hamilton  Coal  & 
Supply  Co.,  Hamilton,  Ohio,  was  in  Cincinnati  Mon¬ 
day  complaining  to  a  number  of  coal  men  that 
coal  is  not  coming  to  him  fast  enough.  He  buys 
some  of  the  best  that  is  produced. 

1  he  Darby  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  makes  the  an¬ 
nouncement  that  it  will  start  up  its  new  mining 
inachinery  and  hauling  p  ant  on  October  second. 
1  his  plant  has  been  installed  at  great  expense. 


but  will  greatly  increase  the  company's  output  of 
coal. 

F.  H.  Benedict,  manager  of  the  Thacker  com¬ 
pany,  reports  having  secured  a  new  lot  of  lake 
business  during  the  week,  “The  hesl  part  of  this 
is,”  said  Mr.  Bened  ct,  “that  the  price  is  just 
twenty-five  cents  a  ton  higher  than  that  we  have 
been  obtaining  all  along.” 

The  Stone-Brown  Coal  Co.  has  changed  its 
name  to  the  Brown-Ilosea  Coal  Co.  This  change 
was  brought  about  by  Robert  Horea  buying  into 
the  company  and  Mr.  Stone  leaving  it.  'I'he 
Brown-Hosea  Coal  Co.  is  locrUed  in  the  First 
National  Bank  building. 

The  Consolidated  Anthracite  Coal  Co.,  the 
great  Arkansas  anthracite  concern,  held  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  stockholders  here  on  Tuesday  of  this  week. 
It  was  given  out  that  only  matters  of  a  routine 
nature  were  touched  upon.  The  out]ntt  of  the 
company  is  being  steadily  increased,  and  it  is  find¬ 
ing  a  ready  market. 

O.  P.  Curran  Jr.,  president  of  the  Economy 
Fuel  Co.,  has  purchased  a  handsome  residence  on 
Floral  avenue,  Norwood,  one  of  Cincinnati’s  most 
popular  suburbs,  and  will  move  into  it  about  Oc¬ 
tober  first.  The  house  is  a  new  one,  and  is  not 
yet  completed.  Mr.  Curran  and  his  wife  like 
Cincinnati  as  a  place  in  which  to  reside. 

Charles  H.  Bohmer,  general  manager  for  the 
Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  John  iMarshall,  gen¬ 
eral  counsel  at  Louisville  for  the  same  company, 
were  here  during  the  week  on  their  way  home 
from  Pittsburg.  Mr.  iMarshall  was  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  the  state  of  Kentucky  under  Gov- 


K.tNSAS  City,  Mo.,  Sept.  28. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  coal  trade  is  not  rushing  in 
Kansas  City  and  contiguous  markets,  but  it  is 
livelier  than  it  was  a  year  ago  this  month,  and 
the  prospects  are  much  better.  The  domestic 
trade  is  good  despite  an  advance  in  prices  last 
week,  and  it  will  become  better  as  the  season  ad¬ 
vances,  because  never  before  did  the  householders 
of  Kansas  City  have  so  many  empty  coal  bins 
close  to  the  advent  of  winter.  Prices  are  on  a 
profitable  basis  again,  the  steam  demand  for  in¬ 
dustrial  purposes  is  excellent  and  the  consumption 
of  coal  by  the  railroads  is  greatly  in  excess  of 
last  year.  There  is  no  serious  trouble  with  the 
miners  in  the  southwestern  field,  and  all  that  the 
operators  and  dealers  need  for  a  prosperous  sea¬ 
son  is  an  average  amount  of  cold  weather  and  plenty 
of  cars.  The  first  they  probably  will  get,  but  the 
car  supply  is  in  doubt.  Already  there  has  been 
some  trouble  on  this  account,  and  later  when 
the  railroads  are  working  day  and  night  hauling 
the  tremendous  crops  of  the  west  to  market,  coal 
dealers  who  do  not  have  plenty  of  coal  in  storage 
will  find  themselves  in  serious  difficulty.  The 
coal  men  and  the  traffic  officials  realize  what  is 
coming  and  are  trying  to  prepare  for  it.  Cars  are 
being  moved  and  returned  promptly,  and  demur¬ 
rage  rules  are  being  strictly  enforced  to  prevent 
cars  from  being  held  on  switches  and  side  tracks. 

Lower  Freight  Rates  of  Benefit. 

The  reduction  of  coal  rates  by  the  Kansas  rail¬ 
roads  will  be  of  considerable  benefit  to  the  ope¬ 
rators  of  that  state.  They  can  now  sell  coal  in 
western  Kansas,  a  field  which  formerly  was  sup¬ 
plied  by  the  Colorado  operators.  They  also  can 
compete  with  fuel  oil  in  many  parts  of  the  state. 
The  market  for  fuel  oil  in  western  Kansas  prac¬ 
tically  has  been  killed  by  the  reduced  freight  rates 
on  coal.  In  Dickinson,  Saline  and  other  counties 
west  of  there,  the  reduction  amounts  to  forty  cents 
a  ton.  This  makes  the  price  of  coal  cheap  enough 
so  that  millers  and  elevator  men  can  afford  to 
burn  it  instead  of  fuel  oil.  Several  factories  that 
had  partly  arranged  to  burn  fuel  oil  will  now  con¬ 
tinue  to  use  coal. 

Six  thousand  consumers  in  Kansas  City,  Kas., 
are  now  burning  natural  gas.  The  entire  city  is 
supplied  with  it.  and  many  families  have  arranged 
to  use  this  fuel  for  heating,  as  well  as  lighting  pur¬ 
poses.  The  domestic  coal  trade  in  that  city  will 


ernor  Taylor,  and  is  widely  known.  Mr.  Bohmer 
is  one  of  the  best  informed  and  most  popular 
men  in  the  coal  trade. 

A  sad  sequel  to  the  story  of  Messrs.  Burling- 
ham,  Briscoe  and  Lyman's  Japanese  servant  and 
valet  has  just  come  out.  About  three  months 
ago  William  Burlingham.  western  manager  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co. ;  Joseph  H. 
Briscoe,  his  assistant,  and  R.  H.  Lyman,  manager 
of  the  Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  took  a  flat 
in  one  of  the  fashionable  apartment  buildings  and 
set  up  bachelor  housekeeping  in  fine  style,  hiring 
a  Japanese  man  as  an  all-round  valet  and  servant. 
Things  went  well,  and  these  three  young  men 
were  the  envy  of  all  their  acquaintances.  Then 
came  the  denouement.  On  Tuesday  morning  of 
this  week  the  valet  was  missing.  So  was  about 
everything  of  value  in  the  flat,  including  almost 
every  piece  of  clothing  possessed  by  these  three 
Beau  Brummels.  'I’here  was  not  a  whole  suit  of 
clothing  left.  It  looked  as  if  they  would  have  to 
go  down  town  clad  in  barrels  or  wait  until  they 
could  communicate  with  friends  to  bring  them 
some  raiment.  The  latter  plan  wa  adopted. 
After  being  temporarily  fitted  out  wi'ii  an  assort¬ 
ment  of  borrowed  clothing,  a  search  was  begun 
for  the  missing  high-toned  Jap  and  the  much 
needed  clothing.  With  the  anl  of  the  police  it 
was  learned  that  the  Jap  had  imbibed  American 
red  liquor.  He  tried  to  explain  the  absence  of 
the  clothing  and  insisted  that  he  intended  to  re¬ 
turn  it.  Messrs.  Burlingham,  Br  scoe  and  Ly¬ 
man’s  dream  has  come  to  an  end,  and  they  have 
engaged  an  old  colored  woman  to  "tidy  up  their 
rooms,”  while  hereafter  they  will  take  their 
meals  out,  and  send  their  clothing  to  the  tailor's 
to  be  pressed. 


be  seriously  affected  this  winter,  dealers  admit,  but 
there  is  no  natural  gas  supply  yet  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 

Where  Oil  Is  Burned. 

Many  factories  in  Kansas  City  are  burning  oil 
in  place  of  coal  this  fall.  The  Standard  Oil  Co. 
is  delivering  about  75,000  barrels  of  fuel  oil  a 
month  in  Kansas  City,  and  is  making  new  con¬ 
tracts.  In  Kansas  the  consumption  of  fuel  oil 
only  reaches  about  30.000  barrels  a  month.  Some 
of  the  oil  has  begun  to  go  to  St.  Louis,  and  there 
is  a  project  under  way  to  pipe  natural  gas  to  that 
city.  Following  is  a  list  of  the  fuel  oil  consumers 
in  Kansas  City: 

Frisco  Railway  Co.,  30  switch  engines  in  Kan¬ 
sas  City  yards,  6,000  barrels  per  month. 

Cudahy  Packing  Co.,  15,000  barrels. 

Consolidated  Electric,  Heating  &  Power  Co., 
9,000  barrels. 

Obear-Nester  Glass  Co.,  7,500  barrels. 

Kansas  City  Bolt  &  Nut  Co.,  6,000  barrels. 

Schwarzschild  &  Sulzberger,  packers,  now  test¬ 
ing,  4,500  barrels. 

Peet  Bros,  soap  works.  3,750  barrels. 

Metropolitan  water  works,  Kansas  City,  Kas., 
3,750  barrels. 

Loose-Wiles  Candv  &  Cracker  Co.,  3,000  barrels. 

National  Biscuit  Co.,  2,250  barrels. 

Metropolitan  Street  Railway  Co.,  central  heat¬ 
ing  station,  3,000  barrels. 

Central  Ice  &  Cold  Storage  Co.,  2,250  barrels. 

Kansas  City  Stock  Yards  Co.,  of  Missouri,  1,800 
barrels. 

New  York  Life  Insurance  building,  l,soo  barrels. 

Hall  building,  1,500  barrels. 

Coates  house,  1,200  barrels. 

Merchants’  Refrigerating  Co.,  1.200  barrels. 

Parker-M’ashington  Asphalt  &  Paving  Co.,  1,200 
barrels. 

Silver  Laundry  Co..  450  barrels. 

Standard  Oil  Co.,  lubricating  and  refined  sta¬ 
tion,  300  barrels. 

The  J.  R.  Crowe  Coal  Co.  has  absorbed  the  coal 
property  near  Pittsburg,  Kas..  formerly  owned  by 
Miller  Bros.,  and  sold  by  them  to  B  S.  .A.bbott. 
The  purchase  price  was  $10,500.  The  property 
consists  of  115  acres  of  coal  land  along  the  line 
of  the  Frisco  railroad. 

The  mines  at  Collinsville.  I.  T..  owned  by  the 
company  in  which  h'rank  Wear  and  C.  J.  Devlin 
were  the  principal  stockholders,  are  being  closed 
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and  the  company  is  going  out  of  l)usiness.  The 
low  price  of  coal  for  some  time  is  given  as  the 
reason  for  tlie  suspension. 

Tlie  miners  of  the  northern  part  of  Crawford 
county,  Kas.,  are  going  to  make  another  fight  for 
a  difTercntial  mining  price  next  spring,  when  the 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Sept.  28. —  {Hf’ccial  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Beginning  and  after  next  Monday 
practically  all  grades  of  coal  on  the  local  retail 
market  will  be  advanced  twenty-five  cents  a  ton, 
although  it  was  stated  at  the  office  of  the  Indian¬ 
apolis  Coal  exchange  today  that  there  is  no  gen¬ 
eral  agreement  to  that  effect  among  the  dealers. 
The  latter,  it  was  declared,  are  acting  independ¬ 
ently  in  the  matter,  hut  the  advance  will  be  made 
by  nearly  all  of  them.  Retailers  supplying  a 
large  portion  of  the  eastern  and  northern  resi¬ 
dence  sections  have  already  advanced  anthracite 
and  a  few  other  grades  twenty-five  cent',  a  ton. 

Anthracite  was  advanced  to  $7.25  a  ton  the  first 
of  the  month.  Smokeless  (lump,  forked  and 
minc-rtin),  Raymond,  Luhrig,  Winifrede  and  one 
or  two  other  grades  were  advanced  at  the  same 
time,  btit  they  will  be  affected  by  the  new  prices. 
Retail  pr'ces  here  are  a  trifle  higher  than  they 
were  at  this  time  last  year,  but  the  volume  of 
htisiness  is  about  the  same.  It  is  said  that  the 
conditions  that  exi.vt  here  apply  to  Evansville, 
Terre  Haute,  Ft.  Wayne,  South  Bend  and  other 
cities  throughout  the  state  where  there  is  a  large 
consitmption  of  coal.  The  weather  up  to  this  time 
has  been  so  balmy  that  the  average  consumer 
seems  to  have  forgotten  about  the  near  approach 
of  winter  and  a  smaller  per  cent  than  usual  has 
laid  in  a  supply  of  coal. 

Owing  to  these  conditions  the  retailers  will 
doubtless  reap  a  harvest  when  winter  does  set  in. 
Wholesalers  here  say  that  their  trade  with  the  re¬ 
tail  dealers  up  to  the  present  has  been  rather 
light,  but  they  are  not  greatly  discouraged,  as 
they  feel  that  it  will  at  least  be  up  to  the  usual 
mark  in  due  time.  Their  business,  however,  with 
users  of  steam  coal  probably  has  been  much  bet¬ 
ter  than  last  year,  as  nearly  all  branches  of  in¬ 
dustry  have  been  very  active  and  the  demand  for 
fuel  has  been  steady.  The  complete  failure  of 
natural  gas  has  also  had  a  decided  tendency  to 
increase  the  profits  of  the  wholesalers  and  unless 
the  Indiana  railway  commission  disturbs  condi¬ 
tions  in  the  gas  belt  by  attempting  to  make  a  flat 
rate  for  all  grades  of  coal  the  business  there  will 
be  better  this  year  than  ever  before.  The  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  commission,  it  is  learned,  have  been 
shown  that  to  attempt  to  make  a  flat  rate  which 
is  higher  than  now  charged  to  the  manufac¬ 
turers  will  result  in  closing  a  market  for  thou¬ 
sands  of  tons  of  Indiana  coal,  not  only  crippling 
the  operators  and  wholesalers,  but  depriving  thou¬ 
sands  of  miners  of  employment.  The  gas  belt 
manufacturers  are  now  getting  a  rate  of  sixty 
cents  a  ton  from  all  the  railroads  tapping  the 
Indiana,  field,  but  if  there  is  a  flat  rate  established 
the  railroad  companies  will  raise  it  ten  or  fifteen 
cents  a  ton  and  notice  already  has  been  served  by 
many  manufacturers  that  they  will  remove  to 
other  states  if  such  conditions  are  forced  on 
them. 

Range  of  Wholesale  Prices. 

Most  of  the  larger  Indiana  wholesalers  are 
quoting  three  and  four  inch  screened  lump  at  $1.40 
a  ton;  ll4-inch  egg  lump,  $1.30;  mine-run,  $1.05; 
ocreenings,  65@70  cents,  according  to  quality. 
With  the  exception  of  the  Southern  Indiana  Coal 
Co.  and,  perhaps,  one  or  two  others,  these  are 
the  prices  that  prevailed  this  week  at  the  Indiana 
mines.  A  meeting  of  the  local  coal  exchange  has 
been  called  for  Friday  night.  It  is  said  that  the 
members  have  not  been  getting  along  harmoni¬ 
ously  and  unless  better  feeling  is  manifested  the 
organ  zation  probably  will  be  disbanded.  The 
exchange  was  organized  three  or  four  years  ago, 
and  for  a  long  time  nearly  all  the  local  retailers 
belonged  and  took  an  active  interest.  It  is  said 
that  many  of  them  regard  it  with  much  favor 
and  will  object  seriously  to  letting  it  go  by  de¬ 
fault. 

It  is  believed  here  that  eastern  interests  arc 
behind  a  petition  filed  with  the  railway  commis¬ 
sion  asking  for  a  big  reduction  in  rates  over  the 
Southern  from  New  Albany  and  Jeffersonville 


new  contract  with  the  operators  comes  up.  The 
coal  in  the  northern  part  of  Crawford  county  is 
eight  inches  less  in  thickness  than  in  the  southern 
part,  and  re(|uires  more  brushing  to  handle.  The 
small  operators  say  that  if  the  differential  is 
granted  it  will  put  them  out  of  business. 


to  Booneville,  1  luntingsburg,  Evansville  and  in¬ 
termediate  points.  The  rate  is  now  about  eighty 
cents  a  ton  from  New  Albany  to  Booneville  and 
Evansville.  The  railway  commission  today  de¬ 
cided  to  hear  the  case  October  tenth,  aand  inter¬ 
ested  parties  will  be  notified  to  appear  then. 

A  short  time  ago  the  southern  Indiana  oper¬ 
ators  owning  mines  in  Vanderburg,  Warrick  and 
other  counties  induced  the  railway  commission 
to  reduce  the  rate  from  Booneville  to  New  Al¬ 
bany  and  Jeffersonville  from  eighty  cents  to  less 
than  fifty  cents,  thereby  enabling  them  to  get 
into  new  markets  that  had  been  largely  supplied 
by  firms  shipping  coal  down  the  Ohio.  It  is  be¬ 
lieved  that  the  latter  are  acting  through  New  Al¬ 
bany  parties  in  demanding  of  the  railway  com¬ 
mission  that  there  shall  be  no  discrimination  in 
favor  of  the  operators  who  want  to  ship  coal 
from  Evansville  and  Booneville. 

Railroad  Commission  Revises  Rates. 

The  railway  commission  is  alsQ  taking  a  hand 
in  fixing  the  coal 'rates  for  the  Monon,  from  its 
mines  to  the  stone  quarries  about  Stinesviile,  El- 
liotsville  and  Bloomington,  although  the  com¬ 
plaints  so  far  are  confined  to  Stinesviile  compa¬ 
nies.  The  case  will  be  heard  October  fifth. 

John  R.  Walsh,  of  Chicago,  owner  of  the 
Southern  Indiana  railway,  the  Southern  Indiana 
Coal  Co.  and  immense  eolitic  stone  quarries,  has 
sent  word  to  the  Commercial  club  at  Terre 
Haute  that  he  will  build  his  car  shops  there  as 


Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  Sept.  28. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence). — The  upward  trend  is  particularly 
noticeable  in  West  Virginia  coal  circles  these 
days,  and  the  activity  in  the  operation  of  the 
properties  is  being  reflected  in  the  deals  rumored 
and  being  negotiated  for  coal  lands.  A  stiffen¬ 
ing  of  prices  all  along  the  line  is  in  sight,  and 
there  is  nothing  to  mar  the  outlook  except  the 
matter  of  cars.  With  increas'ng  business  the  talk 
of  car  shortage  keeps  pace. 

Along  the  Baltmore  &  Ohio  the  operators  are 
cheered  by  certain  predictions  to  the  effect  that 
about  the  second  week  in  October  will  see  an 
end  to  their  troubles.  About  this  time  many 
new  cars  ordered  by  the  railroad  are  expected  to 
be  put  into  service,  which,  with  the  release  of 
cars  now  used  in  transporting  crops  and  others 
held  at  lake  and  tidewater  for  vessels,  are  prom¬ 
ised  to  bring  relief. 

As  an  instance  indicating  the  improved  business 
out  of  Fairmont,  the  receipts  of  the  local  freight 
agent  there  show  an  increase  of  $175,000  over 
the  corresponding  month  last  year.  As  the  ton¬ 
nage  originating  at  that  point  is  practically  all 
coal  it  is  evident  that  the  demand  for  Fairmont 
coal  has  shown  a  substantial  increase. 

The  Fairmont  Coal  Co.  was  awarded  a  con¬ 
tract  with  the  government  for  fuel  for  the  Pana¬ 
ma  canal  conimission,  and  it  already  has  shipped 
its  first  cargo  to  the  isthmus.  The  company, 
which  was  successful  against  all  bidders  on  steam 
coal,  has  six  months  in  whTh  to  complete  the 
contract,  which  calls  for  50,000  tons  of  steam 
coal. 

Fairmont  Coal  for  Panama. 

The  fuel  will  be  for  the  locomotives  on  the 
Panama  railroad  and  for  other  engines  used  in 
construction  work  there.  The  company  is  con¬ 
siderably  elated  over  its  successful  recognition 
and  the  contract  is  confidently  looked  forward 
to  as  the  forerunner  of  other  victories  in  steam 
tests. 

As  a  result  of  Senator  Elkins’  inspections  of 
his  properties  near  Mor.gantown  he  has  given 
orders  for  the  building  of  additional  coke  ovens. 


promised  and  not  at  Danville,  Ill.,,  as  recently 
reported.  The  shops  will  cost  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  of  $5fX),000,  but  Mr.  Walsh  says  that  owing 
to  the  high  price  of  materials  he  will  not  begin 
construction  till  next  spring.  In  the  meantime, 
however,  he  is  busy  with  plans  for  extending  his 
coal  road  to  Indianapolis  and  it  is  said  he  will 
build  a  line  to  Evansville. 

The  Vandalia  Coal  Co.  will  next  week  open 
up  a  new  mine  near  Bicknell,  producing  what  is 
known  as  Bicknell  No.  0  coal. 

Notes  From  the  Indiana  Field. 

The  auditing  committee  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America,  consisting  of  John  J.  Mes- 
sop,  Patrick  Fitzsimmons  and  Harry  Baker,  ar¬ 
rived  here  today  and  will  spend  the  next  two 
weeks  going  over  the  accounts  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion.  Their  quarterly  report  will  be  of  special 
significance,  showing  as  it  will  the  amount  of 
money  the  national  has  on  hand  in  case  of  a  gen¬ 
eral  strike  in  the  anthracite  fields  and  a  two  or 
three  months’  shutdown  in  the  bituminous  dis¬ 
tricts. 

A  lot  of  “fairy  tales”  have  been  written  since 
the  anthracite  strike  of  1902  about  the  $1,000,000 
defense  fund  the  organization  maintained  here. 
It  is  not  believed  the  total  was  half  of  the  seven 
figure  mark.  The  last  quarterly  report,  issued 
May  thirty-first,  shows  that  the  balance  on  hand 
then  was  $353,595.05.  The  income  for  the  three 
preceding  months  was  $180,000.89;  total  expen¬ 
ditures  for  the  same  period.  $248,882.81.  The 
national  during  those  three  months  spent  $189,- 
984.50  for  relief  to  strikers.  It  is  not  likely 
that  the  relief  fund  expenditure  was  so  large 
during  the  summer  months,  although  between 
80,000  and  90,000  men  are  now  out  of  employ¬ 
ment  for  various  causes,  but  under  the  circum¬ 
stances  it  is  not  likely  that  the  auditor’s  report 
will  show  that  the  national  has  on  hand  over 
$400,000. 

In  case  of  a  general  strike  in  the  anthracite 
fields  this  money  would  not  last  long  if  the 
bituminous  mines  were  also  closed. 


West  Virginia. 

Fifty  more  will  be  constructed  at  the  Richard 
mines,  which  will  make  a  total  of  250  in  that 
immediate  vicinity.  The  senator  is  anxious  to 
push  his  Morgantown  &  Kingwood  railroad  on 
to  Rowlesburg,  which  will  net  a  saving  of  twen¬ 
ty-five  cents  a  ton  on  all  coal  shipped  to  the  east, 
where  the  bulk  of  it  is  now  consigned.  It  is 
said  Senator  Elkins’  company  has  been  refusing 
coke  orders  recently  because  it  did  not  have 
enou.gh  ovens.  Before  the  year  is  out  the  total 
number  will  reach  300. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Big  Stone  Gap,  \"a.,  just 
opposite  the  Mercer  county  coal  field,  W.  Va., 
500  coke  ovens  are  being  pushed  to  completion 
for  George  L.  Carter,  one  of  the  biggest  indi¬ 
vidual  operators  in  that  d  strict.  He  already  has 
1,000  ovens  in  blast  and  is  constructing  branch 
railroads  to  open  up  new  territory.  The  Poca¬ 
hontas  vein  is  being  worked. 

Many  Coke  Ovens  Being  Built. 

The  Virgin’a  Iron,  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  now 
900  ovens  in  blast,  shipping  from  1.200  to  1,600 
tons  of  coke  daily,  and  at  Osaka  it  is  working 
600  ovens.  A  number  of  new  concerns  in  the 
same  field  are  displaying  wonderful  activity  in 
coal  and  coke  development. 

William  Heck,  the  new  superintendent  of  the 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.,  at  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
canal  at  Cumberland.  Md..  started  work  for  the 
company  as  errand  boy  si.xteen  years  ago.  His 
assistant,  Taylor  Ross,  also  started  for  the  same 
company  several  years  ago  as  office  boy.  Both 
worked  up  steadily  and  were  promoted  through 
merit. 

Ferdinand  Flowald.  president  of  the  New  River 
Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  and  general  man¬ 
ager  of  the  New  River  Smokeless  Coal  Co.,  will 
shortly  leave  for  a  two  years’  trip  abroad.  He 
will  be  succeeded  as  general  manager  of  the  lat¬ 
ter  corporation  by  John  Lain.g,  the  veteran  New 
River  coal  operator. 

President  Samuel  Dixon  contemplates  supply¬ 
ing  the  town  of  Fayetteville  with  electric  light 
from  the  power  plant  of  his  Stuart  Colliery  Co., 
one  of  the  several  mining  plants  he  operates  along 
New  River. 


Market  and  Conditions  in  Indiana. 


Mining  News  from 
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Coal  Trade  Outlook  At  Detroit 


Detroit,  Mich.,  Sept.  28. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — So  far  as  this  section  of  the  coun¬ 
try  is  concerned  the  year  1905  will  no  doubt  go 
down  in  history  as  unprecedented.  This  is  from 
many  points  of  view.  During  last  winter,  espe¬ 
cially  after  the  first  of  February,  trade  was  dull, 
weather  conditions  were  unfavorable  for  coal 
consumption  and  at  the  time  when  a  surplus 
of  coal  is  usually  consumed  it  was  accumulat¬ 
ing  in  the  hands  of  dealers  and  manufacturers, 
to  such  an  extent  that  it  took  two  or  three 
months  out  of  the  usual  season  of  new  coal  to 
consume  that  which  was  left  over,  the  result 
being  that  April,  May  and  June  were  exception¬ 
ally  dull. 

The  dealers  who  had  domestic  or  steam  coals 
on  hand  were  greatly  dissatisfied,  because  this 
coal  cost  them  much  more  than  it  could  have 
been  purchased  for  during  the  above  three 
months,  whch  meant  a  loss  to  them,  and  the 
sight  of  a  coal  salesman  or  a  railroad  freight 
solicitor  (the  railroads  being  responsible  for  a 
good  deal  of  the  coal  carried  over),  was  like 
waving  a  red  flag. 

During  July  business  began  to  improve,  but  it 
was  not  until  well  into  August  that  the  improve¬ 
ment  was  sufficiently  noticeable  to  give  the  ship¬ 
pers  courage,  but  just  about  the  time  that  busi¬ 
ness  began  to  show  signs  of  improvement  there 
was  the  unmistakable  indication  of  car  shortage, 
which  prevented  shipment  as  promptly  as  the 
producers  and  shippers  desired.  This  situadon 
kept  growing  worse  until  now  there  is  no  cer¬ 
tainty  about  shipments  from  any  district. 

Orders  Are  Coming  in  Slowly. 

Notwithstanding  this  situation  the  consumers 
and  dealers  have  been  slow  to  realize  the  condi¬ 
tions  which  they  will  confront  very  shortly,  and 
have  not  been  ordering  their  coal  any  faster 
than  they  really  needed  it  for  consumption. 
Three  years  ago  the  country  was  confronted 
with  a  situation  which  it  was  thought  they  would 
not  soon  forget,  but  the  over-production  of  the 
past  year  has  created  an  indifferent  feeling  among 
buyers,  which  they  have  allowed  to  remain  longer 
than  the  circumstances  warranted,  and  there  will 
be  many  discontented  buyers  this  coming  winter, 
by  reason  of  their  lack  of  foresight. 

Any  purchases  made  during  summer  months 


Conditions  in  the 

'  Columbus,  Ohio,  Sept.  28. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — In  view  of  the  gloomy  outlook  of 
early  summer,  the  present  condition  of  the  Hock¬ 
ing  valley  coal  trade,  with  its  buoyant  prices  and 
flood  of  orders,  seems  almost  too  good  to  be  true. 
During  the  pa^t  week  domestic  lump  has  ad¬ 
vanced  through  pressure  of  demand  to  $1.50,  f.  o. 
b.  the  mine  without  formal  action  on  the  part  of 
operators.  This  is  fifteen  cents  above  the  sched¬ 
ule  announced  for  September  and  anticipates  an 
advance  which  was  looked  forward  to  a  while 
ago  with  some  doubt,  for  the  first  of  October. 

Predictions  of  $1.75  coal  in  the  near  future  are 
now  freely  made.  If  realized,  this  price  will 
mark  the  highest  point  reached  for  several  years. 
Last  September  an  arbitrary  price  of  $1.65  was 
sought  to  be  maintained,  but  there  was  much  cut¬ 
ting  of  prices-,  coal  selling  as  low  as  $1.35.  The 
existing  state  of  the  market  is  a  surprise  even  to 
the  most  sanguine.  Those  operators  who  were 
not  scared  into  accepting  lake  contracts  at  the 
low  prices  offered  at  the  beginning  of  the  season 
are  congratulating  themselves,  as  they  have  all 
the  domestic  business  they  can  handle  at  profit¬ 
able  figures.  Dealers,  as  a  rule,  appear  to  have 
held  off  with  orders  until  old  stocks  were  cleaned 
up  and  are  now  clamoring  for  shipments. 

Prices  to  Remain  Firm. 

There  is  a  general  feeling  that  the  present 
prosperity  will  continue  on  up  until  after  the  first 
of  the  year  at  least.  Steam  coal,  though  just  now 
occupying  a  secondary  place  in  the  attention  of 
producers,  gives  evidence  of  being  very  active  a 
little  later  on,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  in¬ 
creased  demand  will  more  than  offset  any  dis- 


for  stocking  purposes  would  have  proved  a  very 
successful  venture.  The  dealers  especially  should 
have  filled  every  available  space  with  the  low 
priced  coal  at  a  time  when  the}’  could  practi¬ 
cally  name  their  own  figure  for  it. 

Nearly  all  grades  of  bituminous  coal  advanced 
September  first,  especially  the  better  grades,  and 
there  will  no  doubt  be  another  advance  October 
first  and  still  further  advances  almost  each  month 
during  the  winter.  If  the  present  newspaper  no¬ 
tices  create  the  excitement  that  usually  follows 
such  publications,  the  prices  will  fully  equal,  if 
not  surpass  those  of  three  years  ago.  It  now 
behooves  all  dealers  to  take  in  a  stock  of  coal 
prior  to  next  April,  and  keep  that  stock  on  hand, 
simply  as  a  safeguard,  even  though  a  strike  does 
not  occur,  and  many  of  the  wise  dealers  and 
manufacturers  are  dohig  this  very  thing. 

New  Prices  Being  Maintained. 

The  higher  grades  of  domestic  coal,  such  as 
Jackson  Hill  at  $2.25;  Massillon  at  $2.10;  Pal¬ 
myra  at  $2.00,  are  strictly  maintained,  and  the 
product  is  in  good  demand,  while  the  cheaper 
grades  of  coal,  such  as  West  Virginia,  Hocking, 
Pittsburg  No.  8,  etc.,  are  much  firmer  than  at 
any  time  this  summer,  with  the  likelihood  of  an 
advance  the  first  of  October. 

Fine  coal  of  all  kinds  has  been  somewhat 
uncertain,  there  being  either  too  much  or  too 
little  on  track,  with  prices  varying,  according  to 
the  supply  and  demand.  With  this  description 
in  the  Detroit  market  it  is  always  a  feast  or  a 
famine. 

Detroit  local  conditions  are  good.  The  retail 
dealers  are  getting  a  fair  margin  on  domestic 
coals,  and  are  very  likely  to  advance  the  price 
of  anthracite  fifty  cents  a  ton  October  first,  mak¬ 
ing  the  selling  figure  $7.50,  delivered  at  homes. 

All  prospects  are  bright  for  a  good  winter’s 
business ;  brighter  than  they  have  been  since  the 
excitement  three  years  ago.  It  will  only  be  a 
question  of  getting  coal  enough  to  supply  the 
trade.  This  condition  is  brought  about  by  rail¬ 
roads  and  large  manufacturers,  who  will  take 
surplus  stocks  all  winter ;  dealers  who  will  re¬ 
quire  large  quautities  of  coal  for  domestic  use. 
by  reason  of  their  not  taking  any  in  during  the 
summer,  and  their  endeavor  also  to  secure  sur¬ 
plus  stocks  for  emergency  use  next  spring. 


Hocking  Valley. 

turbance  to  the  market  incident  to  the  close  of 
navigation.  Hocking  Valley  operators  deny  sym¬ 
pathy  with  the  somewhat  sensational  announce¬ 
ment  credited  to  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  rel¬ 
ative  to  a  general  lockout  of  miners,  and  claim 
that  they  expect  to  reach  an  amicable  adjustment 
of  wages  next  February,  but  nevertheless  the  fear 
of  labor  troubles  is  expected  to  have  a  stimulating 
effect  upon  trade.  It  is  argued  that  railroads, 
public  service  companies  and  large  steam  con¬ 
sumers  generally  will  take  the  precaution  of  for¬ 
tifying  themselves  against  such  an  emergency  by 
laying  in  large  supplies. 

Car  Shortage  Is  General. 

Railroad  car  service  agents  are  having  their 
troubles  in  trying  not  only  to  meet  the  demands 
of  coal  shippers  generally,  but  in  making  such 
a  distribution  of  their  rolling  stock  as  will  not  lay 
them  open  to  charges  of  partiality  on  the  part  of 
rival  interests.  Car  shortage  has  reached  an 
acute  stage  on  all  the  coal-carrying  roads  out  of 
the  valley,  particularly,  i<^  is  claimed,  on  the  Bal¬ 
timore  &  Ohio,  where  domestic  shippers  are 
forced  to  put  up  with  “battleships.” 

The  retail  coal  trade  is  good,  the  only  com¬ 
plaint  being  of  the  inability  to  replenish  stocks, 
which  are  generally  low.  Pr-'ces  will  be  advanced 
on  October  first  from  $2.25  to  $3.00  for  winter 
•■upply.  ^  West  Virginia  lump  is  quoted  at  $3.25. 

Notes  of  Personal  Interest. 

C.  G.  Newton,  formerly  superintendent  of  the 
Columbus  &  Hocking  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  is  organ¬ 
izing  a  new  corporation  to  begin  operations  on  a 


tract  of  COO  acres  of  coal  land  in  eastern  Ohio, 
which  he  has  recently  acquired. 

John  S.  Winder,  president  of  the  Sunday  Creek 
Co.,  has  returned  from  Colorado  Springs. 

The  Hocking  Coal  Exchange  has  put  in  opera¬ 
tion  a  new  mine.  No.  7  seam,  at  Buchtel,  Ohio. 

W.  W.  Jones,  of  Toledo,  president  of  the  Chi¬ 
cago  &  Hocking  Coal  Co.,  was  in  Columbus  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  week. 

Thomas  and  Edward  Johnson,  local  operators, 
have  formally  transferred  valuable'  mining  inter¬ 
ests  at  Chester,  Ind.,  to  the  Vandalia  Coal  Co. 

Tracey  W.  Guthrie,  president  of  the  late  Con¬ 
tinental  Coal  Co.,  which  was  absorbed  by  the  Sun¬ 
day  Creek  Co.,  has  opened  an  office  in  the  quar¬ 
ters  of  H.  D.  Turney,  in  the  Deshler  building. 

It  is  reported  that  the  engineers  of  the  new 
Sugar  Creek  mines  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Co.,  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  Toledo  &  Ohio  Central  railway,  in 
the  Hocking  vallc}’,  on  which  half  a  million  dol¬ 
lars  have  been  expended,  are  encountering  rock 
and  water  in  such  proportions  as  to  threaten 
profitable  operation.  The  company  pays  a  mini¬ 
mum  royalty  of  $80,000  on  these  holdings. 


Market  Conditions  at  Omaha. 

Omaha,  Neb.,  Sept.  28. —  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  condition  of  trade,  tributary  to  Oma¬ 
ha,  is  very  tardy,  to  say  the  least.  It  is  the  same 
old  story  wherever  you  go — the  consumer  has 
not  taken  in  hi.s'  coal,  and  although  the  dealers  are 
all  well  stocked,  they  have  not  handled  half  the 
coal,  up  to  this  time,  that  they  have  in  the  past 
few  seasons.  Cars  are  plentiful,  but  much  delay 
is  occasioned  in  slow  handling  of  the  coal  by  the 
railroads. 

Iowa  coal  has  strengthened  in  price,  and  re¬ 
mains  very  firm;  Illinois  coal  is  plentiful  and 
cheap;  however,  the  day  is  past  out  here  for 
cheap  Illinois  coal  to  attract  the  dealer.  He 
mint  have  the  very  highest  grade  of  Illinois  coal, 
and  is  willing  to  pay  the  price  to  obtain  it  in  or¬ 
der  to  compete  with  the  western  coals,  upon 
which  the  margins  are  very  close. 

The  Cherokee  field,  the  most  valuable  of  all  on 
account  of  its  limited  area,  is  at  the  same  time 
slashing  prices  worse  than  any  other  in  this  ter¬ 
ritory,  and  is  a  very  uncertain  quantity  at  all 
times,  the  operators  not  seeming  to  have  any  de¬ 
sire  to  better  their  conditions. 

Cold  Weather  Will  Bring  Activity. 

The  storage  rate  on  western  coals  was  taken 
advantage  of  quite  liberally  by  the  western  deal¬ 
ers,  whose  sheds  are  well  loaded  on  account  of 
the  consumer  delaying  his  purchases  so  that  wi*h 
the  first  cold  .snap  everything  points  to  a  rushing 
business,  both  for  the  operator  and  the  retailer. 

The  Iowa  rnarket  is  striving  for  a  better  rate 
on  its  production,  having  been  handicapped  by  re¬ 
ceiving  no  benefits  whatever  from  the  reduced 
rates  enjoyed  by  the  other  coal  fields  during  the 
past  five  years.  Retail  anthracite  prices  have  been 
demoralized  at  many  of  the  western  points,  many 
towns  selling  coal  absolutely  below  cost,  occa¬ 
sioned  in  every  ca.se  by  ill  feeling  among  the  local 
dealers.  With  the  advent  of  cold  weather  and  the 
rush  of  business  these  conditions  bid  fair  to  im¬ 
prove. 

Summing  up  the  situa'ion,  we  believe  the  con¬ 
ditions  to  be  very  much  more  favorable  at  this 
time  than  they  were  a  year  ago. 


Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  &  Coal 
Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  transported 
over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  September 
twenty-third,  the  corresponding  week  last  year, 
the  year  to  date  and  the  correspondmg  period 
in  1904  ; 

Cumber- 

Bro.id  top.  l.md.  Total. 

Week  endins  Sept.  2a.  1905..  14.540  20,767  41,312 
CorrespondinR  week.  1904....  8,081  23,594  32.275 

Total  for  1905 . 483.701  097.739  1,181.440 

Corresponding  period.  1904.  .432,740  803.608  1,236,314 

1  he  United  Mine  Workers  of  Iowa  have  a  cash 
surplus  of  $164,033.67  distributed  in  nine  banks 
throughout  the  state. 
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Down  .\t  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  the  newspapers  have  caught  the  grouch 
epidemic.  They  are  endeavoring  to  secure  the  indictment  of  the  local 
coal  merchants. 

Here  is  .\nother  discovery,  made  by  the  Green  Bay,  Wis.,  Gazette: 
“The  hard  coal  railroads  are  earning,  or  rather  they  are  making,  a  twenty 
per  cent  dividend  this  year.”  This  certainly  is  truthful? 

VC 

Revulsion  in  Strike  Sentiment. 

If  John  Mitchell,  national  president  of  the  miners’  union,  has  had 
his  ear  to  the  ground  he  has  found  that  recently  there  has  been  a  revulsion 
of  public  sentiment  concerning  the  righteousness  of  an  anthracite  strike,  as 
compared  with  three  years  ago.  Then  the  public  press  was  almost  unani¬ 
mous  in  the  favoritism  which  it  displayed  toward  the  anthracite  miners. 
Now,  except  in  the  region  where  the  newspapers  are  dominated  more  or  less 
through  their  proximity  to  the  mining  communities,  the  press  is  making 
protest  against  Mr.  Mitchell’s  diatribes  and  his  efforts  to  foment  labor 
troubles  next  spring.  Some  of  the  newspapers  are  not  as  strong  in  their 
condemnation  of  his  Tamaqua  speech  as  others.  Generally  they  criticise  it. 


A  few  years  ago  anything  that  Mr.  Mitchell  said  was  accepted  as  the 
sacred  truth  by  the  daily  newspapers  of  the  country. 

As  showing  the  general  tendency  of  public  sentiment  and  as  a  sample 
of  the  comment  being  indulged  in  by  many  newspapers,  we  quote  an  edi¬ 
torial  from  the  Saratogiau,  of  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y.  This  paper  repro¬ 
duces  Mr.  .Mitchell's  speech  at  Tamaiiua,  in  part,  as  follows;  “What 
we  want  to  do  is  to  have  the  union  recognized  in  the  anthracite  region  so 
that  we  can  say  to  .Mr.  Baer:  ‘Here  is  the  labor  of  1.50,000  men  and  boys; 
you  can  take  it  or  leave  it.’  He  will  take  it,  because  he  can  not  get  along 
without  it.” 

The  editorial  adds;  “Doubtless  Mr.  Mitchell  wishes  to  be  fair  wdien 
he  says  he  wants  to  be  in  a  position  to  say  to  Mr.  Baer:  ‘Here  is  the  labor 
of  150,000  men  and  boys;  we  want  so  much  for  it,  and  you  can  take  it  or 
leave  it,’  but  has  that  ever  been  the  result  in  a  coal  field  strike?  Have  the 
employers  ever  been  allowed  to  ‘take  it  or  leave  it’?  Have  they  ever  been 
given  a  fair  choice  in  the  matter?  The  long  record  of  violence  and  blood¬ 
shed  which  the  anthracite  fields  have  shown  prove  to  the  contrary.  The  miner 
is  endeavoring  by  every  means  in  his  power  to  inaugurate  the  use  of  mob 
violence  and  deprive  the  employer  of  any  freedom  of  judgment  in  the  mat¬ 
ter,  to  compel  him  to  do  as  the  unions  demand.  These  facts  Mr.  Mitchell 
does  not  touch  upon.” 

This  editorial  was  printed  in  a  newspaper  which  had  no  vital  interest 
in  the  questions  at  issue.  It  represents  fairly  and  honestly  public  sentiment 
in  that  community,  and  this  public  sentiment  has  been  emphasized  and 
elucidated  in  other  communities.  Mr.  Mitchell,  if  he  wishes  to  act  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  members  of  his  union,  must  take  recognition  of  the  re¬ 
vulsion  that  has  occurred  in  the  public  attitude  toward  his  organization. 
Otherwise  he  will  make  a  stupendous  mistake,  which  will  not  only  bring 
injurv  to  his  personal  prestige,  but  to  every  miner  in  the  anthracite  fields. 

How  Business  Progress  is  Made. 

Commerce  and  industry  are  the  most  progressive  institutions  in  the 
United  States  today.  This  statement  can  be  made  without  any  qualifying 
adjectives,  or  without  reservation.  We  are  a  nation  of  business  men.  Our 
economic  progress  is  founded  upon  commercial  and  industrial  activity. 
These  are  the  things  in  w'hich  we  excel.  It  follows  therefore  that  they 
should  receive  the  most  absorbing  attention  from  our  brightest  and  most 
intelligent  thinkers,  and  that  we  should  make  progress  accordingly. 

In  this  country,  business  progress,  that  is,  the  adoption  of  new  methods 
and  new  ideas,  occurs  every  day  in  the  year.  Qir.te  frequently  some  indi¬ 
vidual,  or  some  set  of  individuals,  does  not  make  the  same  rapid  strides 
that  others  do  who  are  engaged  in  some  other  business  or  industry.  If, 
as  a  business  man,  you  are  not  making  as  rapid  progress  as  you  deem 
desirable,  it  is  your  own  fault.  There  are  two  ways  of  bringing  about  a 
transformation.  You  must  not  expect  that  you  can  jump  from  stagnation 
into  activity — the  change  must  be  gradual.  If  you  are  to  keep  pace  with 
your  fellow  business  man,  first  of  all  you  must  be  open  to  the  conviction 
that  you  are  not  as  apt  or  as  competent  as  you  should  be.  When  you 
arrive  at  this  conclusion,  after  having  scrutinized  your  business  methods 
and  your  business  policy,  then  see  what  the  other  fellow  is  doing.  Back  up 
this  studious  attitude  with  confidence  in  your  own  judgment.  By  that  we 
do  not  mean  egotism  in  your  judgement,  but  the  ability  to  discern  which 
method  or  which  plan  is  adaptable  to  your  business,  rejecting  those  not  prac¬ 
ticable  and  accepting  those  which  will  be  an  aid  to  greater  commercial 
attainments. 

The  whole  business  world  is  linked  together  in  a  chain  of  inter-dc- 
pendence.  The  coal  producer  may  obtain  a  new  idea  from  the  manufacturer 
of  iron  and  steel.  The  coal  shipper  may  be  able  to  obtain  a  new  method 
founded  upon  an  idea  utilized  by  the  wholesale  dealer  in  flour,  grain  or 

lumber.  The  coal  retailer  may  be  able  to  adapt  a  business  principle  to  his 

own  needs,  obtained  from  the  department  store  manager. 

The  business  man  who  desires  to  make  progress  should  get  away  from 
the  routine  and  the  isolation  of  his  owm  industrj'.  He  should  look  upon  all 
business  in  a  broad  light,  accepting  an  idea  here  and  rejecting  one  there. 
He  may  find  it  frequently  to  his  advantage  to  associate  in  his  leisure  time 
with  those  not  identified  m  his  line  of  business,  but  with  those  engaged  in 
other  industries,  for  the  purpose  of  assimilating  other  views  and  principle>. 

These  things  constitute  the  fundamental  basis  of  business  progress. 
The  man  with  the  new  idea  which  is  practicable,  is  the  progressive  man. 
Obtain  new  ideas,  no  matter  from  what  source.  They  assure  success. 

In  Paris,  France,  a  company  has  contracted  for  all  the  foliage  to  be 

derived  from  the  trees  in  the  public  squares,  gardens,  streets  and  walks 

within  the  limits  of  the  city.  These  leaves  are  to  be  compressed  and  made 
into  fuel.  Boston  ought  to  adopt  this  scheme  at  once,  and  thereby  deliver 
another  blow  at  the  ‘‘Coal  1  rust.” 
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Prevailing  Conditions  In  The  Coal  Trade. 

Written  by  a  Leading  Coal  Operator. 


A  careful  review  of  the  coal  situation,  and  more  especially  the 
recent  developments  in  the  anthracite  field,  presents  to  the  ordinary 
observer  conditions  that  have  not  existed  in  the  history  of  the  coal 
irade  before. 

The  unexpected  drop  in  the  production  of  coal  in  1004  and  the 
early  part  of  the  present  year  should  by  no  means  be  considered  an 
indication  that  the  top  notch  in  the  demand  for  coal  had  been  reached. 
Various  reasons  can  he  given  for  the  diminished  requirements  for 
soft  coal  last  winter.  The  principal  factor  was  that  all  coal  con¬ 
sumers,  and  chiefly  the  railroads,  had  on  hand  large  stocks  of  coal, 
which  had  been  accumulated  during  the  previous  summer  to  guard 
against  a  repetition  of  the  shortage  that  existed  during  the  winter 
of  1902-3.  This  condition  had  been  aggravated  by  the  anthracite 
strike,  which  caused  every  consumer  of  that  commodity  to  lay  in  his 
supply  as  soon  as  it  was  available.  It  does  not  exist  today,  and  but 
little  bituminous  coal  is  in  storage  available  for  the  winter  require¬ 
ments.  The  movement  of  enormous  crops,  the  requirements  of  the 
iron  and  steel  plants,  in  fact,  all  industries,  will  call  for  more  coal 
than  ever  before. 

A  glance  at  the  coal  statistics  of  the  United  States  for  the  last 
seventy  years  and  the  progress  of  this  nation  indicates  that  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  coal  must  increase.  There  are  only  two  causes  from  which 
we  could  look  for  any  impediment  in  that  direction;  one  is  lack  of 
transportation  facilities;  second,  labor  troubles.  The  first  is  being 
overcome.  Eailroads  have  increased  their  equipment  to  carry  fifty 
tons  per  car  against  twenty  tons  ten  years  ago  and  have  reduced  their 
grades  so  as  to  haul  three  times  the  former  train  loads.  Nevertheless, 
it  is  believed  that  for  the  present  at  least  the  increase  in  industrial 
development  is  still  greater  than  anticipated  by  the  railroads,  and 
they  will'have  their  hands  full  for  some  years  to  come. 

The  labor  situation  is  somewhat  different.  Never  in  the  history 
of  coal  mining  has  this  country  faced  a  crisis  as  the  operators  do 
now,  in  dealing  with  the  wage  question  which  must  be  settled  be¬ 
tween  now  and  April  first,  otherwise  this  country  will  experience  a 


coal  strike  unparalleled  by  any  in  our  experience.  Strange  as  it  may 
seem,  the  united  mine  workers  of  America,  as  a  body,  liave  force<l 
the  operators  of  the  various  competitive  fields  into  one  large  com¬ 
bination.  d’he  operators  of  the  various  fields  have  endeavored  to 
make  their  wage  agreements  irrespective  of  tlieir  neighbors  and  com¬ 
petitors.  *  The  mine  workers’  aim  has  been  to  bring  about  uniformity 
of  wages,  irrespective  of  conditions,  with  tlie  result  that  after  various 
maneuvers,  tlie  wage  agreement  covering  western  Pennsylvania,  Ohio, 
Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Missouri,  Kansas,  Indian  Territory,  Arkansas 
and  Texas,  as  well  as  the  awards  of  the  anthracite  commission,  all 
expire  on  April  first,  190G.  This  result  is  due  to  Uie  leadership  of 
the  mine  workers’  chief,  John  Mitchell.  He  has  failed  so  far  in 
the  organization  of  the  mine  workers  in  Colorado  and  New  IMexico 
on  the  west;  West  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Tennessee  and  Alabama  on 
the  east,  although  much  effort  and  money  have  been  spent  by  the  mine 
workers  in  that  territory.  But  what  does  this  failure  mean  to  the 
great  industrial  district  depending  upon  its  fuel  supply  from  the 
field  which  is  covered  by  the  mine  workers?  What  lias  it  meant  in 
the  past?  An  increase  in  the  cost  of  coal  of  one  hundred  per  cent 
at  least. 

Mr.  Mitchell  has  stated  there  will  be  no  strike.  What  did  he 
say  before  the  last  anthracite  strike?  One  of  his  lieutenants  in  his 
recent  speech  stated  that  the  united  mine  workers  “did  not  insist 
upon  a  closed  shop”  in  the  anthracite  region.  They  say  in  the 
bituminous  field  that  if  a  man  does  not  join  the  union  he  can  not 
work  at  the  mines. 

It  is  further  strange,  but  true,  that  the  first  sympathy  of  the 
public  lies  with  the  mine  Avorker.  Few  consumers  seem  to  realize 
that  the  contributions  to  strike  funds  in  the  defense  of  the  labor 
unions  simply  means  an  increase  in  his  coal  bill  next  winter,  for 
which  he  Avili  blame  the  operator.  The  operators  act  as  middlemen 
between  the  mine  worker  who  sells  his  labor  and  the  consumer  who 
buys  the  coal,  provided,  however,  that  due  allowance  is  made  for  the 
natural  condition  surrounding  the  respective  field,  a  condition  which 
the  mine  Avorkers  are  unwilling  to  grant. 


Coal  Market  Sentiment  Is  Bullish. 


For  the  first  time  this  year  the  opinion  of  leading  producers  of  coal  in 
the-  west,  is  bullish.  Within  the  past  fortnight  much  of  the  extreme  weak¬ 
ness  which  characterized  the  situation  during  the  summer  has  disappeared. 
Such  a  transformation  in  the  sentiment  usually  occurs  during  the  month 
of  September,  when  domestic  demand  commences,  and  coal  is  in  active 
request  from  consumers.  This  year  the  bullish  sentiment  has  been  more 
pronounced,  however,  and  the  predictions  as  to  the  future  on  the  part  of 
large  factors  in  the  wholesale  trade,  are  more  definitely  defined.  In  con¬ 
versation  with  the  writer,  a  prominent  western  operator  this  week  said :  “I 
believe  we  are  going  to  have  the  best  demand  for  coal  the  remainder  of  the 
fall  and  during  the  winter  that  we  have  experienced  in  three  years.  I  also 
believe  that  we  will  again  make  some  money  this  winter.  The  situation  is 
right  for  a  reaction  from  the  extreme  depression  through  which  we  have 
just  passed.  Domestic  consumers  of  bituminous  coal  have  put  in  no  stock 
this  summer,  and  must  buy  their  entire  tonnage  from  now  on  as  it  is 
required.  The  railroads  are  seriously  restricting  production  as  a  result  of 
the  car  shortage,  and  I  do  not  expect  much  improvement  in  that  direction 
before  the  first  of  the  year.  After  the  advent  of  the  new  year,  we  will  have 
storms  due  to  the  inclement  weather  which  will  continue  the  restrictions 
on  production.  Taking  this  view  of  the  situation,  either  we  must  have  good 
business  with  advancing  prices,  or  the  people  have  ceased  to  burn  coal  as 
a  fuel.  I  think,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  their  coal  requirements  this  winter 
will  be  greater  than  ever  before.  Therefore,  I  believe  that  conditions  are 
ripe  for  a  most  satisfactory  business,  both  as  to  prices  and  demand.” 

This  sentiment  was  expressed  by  one  of  the  most  careful  and  conserva¬ 
tive  operators,  in  conversation  with  several  other  coal  men  during  the  week. 
It  was  echoed  by  each  of  the  coal  operators  present,  so  that  there  can  be 
no  doubt  as  to  the  feeling  that  prevails.  And  when  such  a  feeling  as  this 
exists  it  is  more  than  half  the  battle.  If  the  producer  of  any  commodity 
believes  that  prices  are  to  advance,  he  will  hold  his  product  for  higher 
prices  and  will  be  firmer  in  his  views,  when  it  comes  to  making  actual  sales. 
This,  in  itself,  is  a  forerunner  of  more  satisfactory  business  conditions. 


All  the  elements  which  were  cited  by  the  operator,  who  is  quoted  above, 
exist.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  production  in  Indiana  and  Illi¬ 
nois  has  been  reduced  fifty  per  cent  since  the  advent  of  September,  owing 
to  the  lack  of  available  cars  for  loading  at  the  mines.  During  the  next 
thirty  days,  at  least,  there  can  be  no  increase  in  the  volume  of  coal  pro¬ 
duced.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  likely  that  there  will  be  still  further  restrictions 
on  the  output. 

Should  the  coming  winter  be  as  mild  as  a  year  ago,  doubtless  the  market 
conditions  would  not  be  as  active  as  they  otherwise  might  be,  but  even  though 
the  mercury  does  not  reach  the  extreme  low  point,  there  will  be  a  decided 
improvement  from  day  to  day  as  the  season  advances,  in  prices  and  in 
demand.  It  must  be  evident  to  anyone  who  has  read  the  market  reports  in 
The  Black  Diamond  during  the  past  three  weeks  that  we  are  bullish  in  our 
ideas  concerning  the  future.  The  market  quotations  published  in  our  columns 
are  obtained  with  extreme  care  after  interviewing  the  most  prominent 
factors  in  the  trade.  We  are  not  bullish  at  this  time,  either  from  personal 
or  individual  preference,  although  it  is  always  much  easier  and  pleasanter 
to  bull  the  market  than  to  bear  it,  from  a  newspaper  standpoint.  We  en¬ 
deavor  to  report  the  conditions  as  they  are  found  to  exist.  Our  market 
reports  last  summer  were  unusually  pessimistic,  because  that  reflected  the 
actual  sentiment  then  existing  in  the  trade.  Now  we  are  bullish  because 
this  reflects  the  sentiment  of  the  most  thoughtful  men  in  the  coal  industrAC 
The  outlook  is  certainly  most  encouraging  from  almost  any  standpoint 
from  which  it  can  be  carefully  and  closely  analyzed.  We  trust  that  our 
hopes  will  be  fully  realized  and  anticipate  that  by  the  time  the  Christmas 
holidays  arrive,  they  will  have  been  confirmed. 

And  talk  about  government  ownership  of  the  coal  mines.  Every  puny 
editor  in  the  land  will  use  up  gallons  and  gallons  of  ink  in  telling  what  this 
panacea,  government  ownership  of  everything,  might  accomplish,  if  there 
happens  to  be  a  coal  strike. 
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Western  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


Charles  J.  Ilojjpiicr,  agent  at  Manitowoc,  Wis., 
for  the  C.  Reiss  Coal  Co.,  has  resigned.  He  will 
probably  engage  in  business. 

C.  L.  I'hoinpson,  general  western  agent  of  the 
Susciuchanna  Coal  Co.,  Ifrie,  Pa.,  was  in  Chicago 
during  the  week  on  a  business  trip. 

Janies  Kerr,  president  of  the  Beech  Creek 
Coal  &  Coke  Co,.  New  York  city,  was  in  Chicago 
for  a  couple  of  days  last  week  on  business. 

B,  F.  Berry,  president  of  the  Berry  Coal  Co., 
Hetroit,  Mich.,  was  in  Chicago  during  the  week 
taking  a  general  survey  of  the  western  coal  situa¬ 
tion. 

(1.  M.  Woodward,  western  manager  of  the 
Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Marquette  building,  Chicago, 
is  in  the  east  on  a  business  trip  and  will  visit 
many  of  the  more  important  cities  before  he  re¬ 
turns. 

W.  K.  Link,  identified  with  the  Jones  &  Adams 
Co.  for  a  number  of  years,  has  been  appointed 
resident  manager  of  the  Northern  Coal  &  Dock 
Co.,  at  Superior,  Wis.,  and  will  assume  his  new 
duties  October  first. 

Job  Freeman  and  E.  M.  Wolford,  the  well 
known  coal  operators  at  Linton,  Ind.,  who  are 
financially  interested  in  the  new  merger,  the 
United  Fourth  Vein  Coal  Co.,  were  in  Chicago 
during  the  week  on  a  business  trip. 

The  Milwaukee  Bituminous  Coal  Co.,  which 
recently  filed  a  petition  in  bankruptcy  has  filed 
its  schedule  of  assets  and  liabilities,  showing  the 
former  to  be  $13,48.5.13,  while  the  latter  are 
$14,701.07,  most  of  which  are  unsecured. 

W.  J.  Cook,  manager  of  the  wholesale  depart¬ 
ment  for  the  F.  G.  Hartwell  Co.,  Fisher  building, 
Chicago,  returned  from  a  trip  to  Atlantic  City 
and  other  eastern  summer  resorts  the  middle  of 
the  week,  where  he  enjoyed  a  well  earned  vaca¬ 
tion. 

A  new  mine  will  be  opened  at  Laflferty,  Ohio, 
near  Bridgeport,  by  the  Wheeling  Valley  Coal 
Co.,  which  is  composed  of  capitalists  from  Pitts¬ 
burg  and  Cleveland.  The  mine  will  be  modern 
in  every  respect.  It  wi'l  not  be  completed  before 
spring. 

F.  R.  Johnson,  of  the  De  Camp  Fuel  Co.,  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  and  the  De  Camp  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  was  in  the  latter 
city  this  week.  Mr.  Johnson  reports  that  the 
outlook  in  the  coal  business  at  St.  Louis  is  en¬ 
couraging. 

C.  A.  Cruikshank  of  the  Cruikshank  Lumber 
&  Coal  Co.,  Hannibal,  Mo.,  was  in  Chicago  last 
Saturday  upon  his  return  from  the  meeting  of 
the  International  Coal  Merchants’  association  at 
Buffalo.  While  in  the  city  he  called  at  the  office 
of  The  Black  Diamond. 

L.  M.  Hammond,  president  of  the  L.  M.  Ham¬ 
mond  Coal  Co.,  Plymouth  building,  Chicago,  has 
returned  from  swinging  around  the  circle  in  Ken- 
ti'cky  and  West  Virginia,  where  he  visited  various 
coal  operations  of  which  this  company  has  the 
sg'es  agency  in  the  northwest. 

The  Vandalia  Coal  Co.,  Monadnock  building, 
Chicago,  has  appointed  George  S.  Wood  sales¬ 
man,  with  territory  in  Qiicago  and  southern 
Wisconsin.  Mr.  Wood  was  formerly  with  Jewett, 
Bigelow  &  Brooks  Co.,  and  has  had  thorough 
experience  as  a  coal  salesman. 

1\L  A.  Patterson,  assistant  general  freight  agent 
of  the  Rock  Island  systern,  has  returned  from 
his  annual  vacation  wearing  the  smile  which 
makes  shippers  happy  when  they  meet  him,  even 
though  coal  does  not  always  go  through  on  time. 
Mr.  Patterson  says  he  did  not  go  fishing  or 
hunting — he  had  a  good  time. 

M.  H.  Taylor,  president,  and  S.  M.  Dalzell, 
p-eneral  manager,  of  the  Spring  Valley  Coal  Co.. 
Did  Colony  Building.  Chicago,  returned  the 
errly  part  of  the  week  from  a  fishing  trip  in  Wis¬ 
consin,  where  they  reduced  the  finny  inhabitants 
of  those  waters  by  a  considerable  number.  Mr. 
Taylor  .has  gone  east  to  his  home  in  Erie,  Pa. 
Mr.  Dalzell  is  much  improved  in  health  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  his  outing.  He  was  a  sufferer  from 
severe  throat  troubles  the  early  part  of  the  spring. 


but  is  now  completely  recovered  and  is  ready  for 
the  active  business  which  he  anticipates  all  coal 
men  will  experience  during  the  fall  and  winter. 

After  an  absence  of  nearly  two  months  in  New 
York  and  other  eastern  cities  on  business,  Walter 
S.  Bogle,  iiresident  of  the  Crescent  Coal  &  Min¬ 
ing  Co.,  Plymouth  building,  Chicago,  returned 
home  for  several  days,  but  left  for  the  east  again 
the  latter  part  of  the  week.  Mr.  Bogle  has  sev¬ 
eral  large  enterprises  on  hand  on  which  he  is 
working  and  which  will  undoubtedly  turn  out 
successfully  if  he  takes  hold  of  them. 

S.  M.  Earling,  general  manager,  and  F.  L. 
Jewett,  vice-president,  of  the  Jewett,  Bigelow  & 
Brooks  Coal  Co.,  Fisher  building,  Chicago,  re¬ 
turned  the  middle  of  the  week  from  a  business 
trip  to  Detroit.  It  is  surmised  that  they  have 
had  such  a  large  demand  for  J.  B.  &  B.  Poca' 
hontas  coal  in  the  west  during  the  last  few  weeks 
that  they  made  the  trip  for  the  purpose  of  ascer¬ 
taining  how  they  might  increase  shipments  to  this 
territory. 

The  Miami  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chi¬ 
cago,  has  captured  a  part  of  the  contract  to  sup¬ 
ply  the  American  Glucose  Refining  Co.  with  coal 
during  the  coming  year.  The  requirements  of 
this  company  in  the  west  amount  to  600  tons  of 
coal  daily,  high  grade  screenings  from  the  near¬ 
by  fields  being  given  the  preference.  The  con¬ 
tract  with  this  company  provides  for  the  delivery 
of  300  tons  of  Miami  screenings  and  the  business 
was  awarded  after  keen  competition.  The  award 
of  the  contract  was  made  last  week. 

The  Robinson  Machine  Co.,  manufacturers  of 
hoisting  engines,  haulage  machinery,  fans  and 
general  coal  mine  equipment,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  has 
sent  to  its  numerous  friends  in  the  trade  a  hand¬ 
some  celluloid  paper  cutter.  This  souvenir  of 
the  esteem  in  which  the  company  holds  its  many 
patrons  is  ornate.  The  handle  is  a  carved  owl — 
an  intimation  to  the  wise  ones  where  to  buy 
mining  machinery — and  the  upper  part  of  the 
blade  is  also  heavily  carved.  The  paper  cutter  is 
a  handsome  desk  ornament  and  reflects  the  gen¬ 
eral  policy  of  this  company  that  whatever  it 
does,  it  does  well. 

The  secretary  of  war  has  appointed  George 
Merryweather,  general  western  agent  of  Coxe 
Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  the  Rookery,  Chicago,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  a  committee  comprised  of  Major  Gen¬ 
eral  John  C.  Bates  and  other  survivors  of  the 
regular  army  who  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg,  for  the  purpose  of  locating  the  po¬ 
sitions  of  the  regular  regiments  during  that  en¬ 
gagement,  and  also  to  select  sites  for  the  monu¬ 
ments  to  the  members  of  those  regiments  who 
fell  in  that  battle.  An  appropriation  for  this 
purpose  of  $65,000  has  been  made  by  congress. 
The  committee  will  meet  at  Gettysburg,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  on  October  seventeenth  and  eighteenth. 

The  strike  of  the  miners  in  the  machine  mines 
of  the  Chicago  &  Alton  sub-district  of  Illinois 
has  terminated  and  the  men  have  returned  to 
work,  the  result  being  a  victory  for  the  ope¬ 
rators  in  those  fields.  The  miners  went  on  strike 
to  enforce  the  employment  of  the  shot-firers  in 
the  machine  mines.-  The  operators  contended 
that  two  pounds  of  powder  or  less  was  required 
to  do  the  shooting,  and  therefore  the  mines  were 
not  subject  to  the  shot-firers’  law.  The  state 
and  national  officers  of  the  miners’  organization 
ordered  the  men  back  to  work  early  in  September, 
but  part  of  them  refused  to  rHurn.  Then  the  re¬ 
lief  fund  was  discontinued  by  the  state  organ¬ 
ization.  This  brought  the  strike  to  a  close. 

Henry  Hafer  and  Mrs.  Hafer  have  returned 
from  an  eastern  recreation  trip,  which  was  as 
complete  as  it  possibly  could  be  made,  including 
a  visit  to  practically  every  point  of  interest  east 
of  Nia.gara  Falls.  The  itinerary  included  the 
trip  from  Chicago  to  Montreal  by  rail,  to  Quebec 
down  the  St.  Lawrence  river,  to  Lakes  Oiamplain 
and  George,  then  by  way  of  Albany  down  the 
Hudson  river  to  New  York  city,  thence  to  Qii¬ 
cago  by  rail.  Mr.  Hafer,  who  is  the  senior  mem¬ 
ber  of  Henry  Hafer  &•  Son  Coal  Co.,  one  of  the 
oldest  and  most  popular  coal  companies  in  Chi- 
coga.  says  that  the  trip  was  most  enjoyable  in 
every  respect.  The  visit  to  Quebec  brought  to 


light  many  new  experiences  with  the  French  in¬ 
habitants  of  that  city,  while  the  trip  to  the  lake 
region  of  New  York  was  replete  with  enjoyment. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hafer  were  away  six  weeks  and 
the  tour  was  made  leisurely  to  permit  of  ob¬ 
taining' thorough  pleasure  from  it. 

The  northwestern  sales  office  of  the  Vandalia 
Coal  Co.  is  now  located  at  suites  1536  and  1538 
Monadnock  building,  Chicago,  where  handsome 
offices  have  been  fitted  up,  particularly  with  ref¬ 
erence  to  maintaining  harmony  of  color  in  the 
general  effect.  The  prevailing  tone  is  a  light 
shade  of  green  and  the  rugs  and  wall  decorations 
are  most  harmonious.  New  office  furniture  in 
keeping  with  the  decorations  has  been  purchased. 
It  is  understood  that  whenever  A.  O.  Tandy,  the 
northwestern  sales  agent  of  the  company,  takes 
stock  of  his  new  environment  he  is  filled  with  an 
ambition  to  sell  a  million  tons  of  coal  in  this 
territory.  'What  is  more,  he  is  likely  to  do  it 
during  the  next  twelve  months. 

M.  A.  Hanna  &  Co.,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  this  week 
announce  the  opening  of  a  Chicago  office,  at  suite 
1210  Hartford  building.  W.  D.  Preston  has  been 
appointed  Chicago  agent  of  the  coal  department 
of  the  company.  The  company  expects  to  do 
a  large  all-rail  business  through  its  Chicago  office 
throughout  Michigan.  Indiana,  Illinois,  south¬ 
ern  Wisconsin  and  Iowa.  Northwestern  terri¬ 
tory  will  be  supplied  from  the  new  dock  of 
the  company  at  Duluth,  through  the  sales  office 
located  in  the  Twin  Cities.  This  company  pro¬ 
duces  at  its  own  mines  Massillon,  Pittsburg  thick 
vein,  Pittsburg  No.  8  and  Boomer  splint  coal. 
It  owns  thirteen  mines  in  these  different  fields 
and  has  an  established  business  in  territory  trib¬ 
utary  to  Cleveland.  In  addition  to  selling  its 
own  coal  it  will  handle  other  products  through 
its  'western  agency. 

Roy  O.  West,  the  well-known  Chicago  political 
leader,  has  asked  The  Black  Diamond  to  em¬ 
phatically  deny  that  he  is  in  any  way  identified 
with  the  Prairie  State  Coal  Co.,  recently  orga- 
ized,  with  offices  in  the  Great  Northern  building. 
In  an  interview  this  week  Mr.  West  said:  “^ly 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  my 
name  has  been  connected  with  this  and  other  coal 
companies  as  having  a  financial  interest  in  them. 
I  have  never  been  identified  with  any  coal  com¬ 
pany,  am  not  now  and,  if  I  follow  my  present 
intentions,  never  shall  be.  so  that  any  statement 
of  this  kind  is  erroneous.  In  our  last  campaign 
Governor  Deneen  and  I  both  took  the  ground 
that  a  man  holding  public  office  should  not  be 
identified  with  any  commercial  undertaking;  that 
he  should  be  untrammeled  by  affiliations  of  this 
character.  I  have  not  become  an  arrant  hypocrite 
since  then,  and  still  adhere  to  the  principles 
which  I  laid  dowm  in  my  public  addresses.  I  do 
not  wish  to  do  any  harm  to  the  Prairie  State 
Coal  Co.  or  any  other  coal  company,  but  in  simple 
justice  to  myself  I  desire  that  this  statement 
should  be  made  public  as  coming  from  me.” 

Althoueh  no  announcement  of  an  official  nature 
has  yet  been  made  concerning  the  O’Gara  Coal 
Co.,  of  Qiicago,  it  is  understood  that  the  plans 
for  the  new  merger  are  rapidly  culminating  and 
that  it  will  be  in  readiness  to  transact  a  large 
volume  of  business  within  a  very  short  time.  The 
company  has  taken  over  eight  of  the  mines  in  the 
Harrisburg  field  of  Saline  county.  Ill.,  and  be¬ 
fore  the  end  of  the  week  it  is  expected  two  addi¬ 
tional  properties  will  have  been  included  in  those 
which  it  owms.  In  addition  a  large  tract  of  the 
coal  under  option  has  also  been  taken  over.  ^Vhen 
.the  company  is  in  readiness  to  make  a  public  an¬ 
nouncement  it  will  own  and  control  twenty-seven 
coal  mines  and  one  of  the  largest  tracts  of  coal 
of  any  company  in  the  west.  Construction  work 
on  the  Indiana  Harbor  railroad,  which  will  be 
the  connecting  line  with  the  Big  Four  from  Dan¬ 
ville  to  Chicago,  is  being  pushed  as  rapidly  as 
money  can  make  it  go.  The  contract  calls  for 
the  completion  of  this  road  by  November  fifteenth, 
and  it  will  be  in  readiness  for  operation  within 
a  short  time  after  that  date  at  the  latest.  Better¬ 
ments  on  the  Big  Four  south  of  Danville  are  also 
being  pushed  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and 
the  right  of  way  will  soon  be  a  physical  condi¬ 
tion  to  permit  of  the  haulage  of  a  large  tonnage 
of  freight. 
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The  St.  Louis  Coal  Market. 


Many  Prices  Change. 

With  the  advent  of  October  there  will  be  a 
general  advance  in  the  price  of  bituminous  coal, 
in  car  lots,  throughout  western  territory.  This 
advance  is  made  possible  by  the  heavy  demand  at 
the  present  time,  the  continuance  of  the  car  short¬ 
age,  which  is  reducing  the  available  tonnage,  and 
the  fact  that  no  stocks  of  coal  have  been  accum¬ 
ulated  in  dealers’  and  consumers’  bins  to  meet  the 
winter  requirements. 

One  of  the  most  important  advances  will  be 
in  connection  with  dock  coal  at  all  the  important 
ports  on  lakes  Michigan  and  Superior.  On  the 
standard  grades  of  coal  the  advance  amounts  to 
fifteen  cents  a  ton,  although  a  comparison  of  the 
new  prices  with  those  prevailing  a  year  ago,  will 
show  that  they  are  still  below  those  obtained  at 
that  time.  The  most  pronounced  advance  has  oc¬ 
curred  in  smokeless  lump  and  egg,  which  will  sell 
at  $5.25  f.  o.  b.  the  cars  at  dock  points. 

The  new  circular  giving  prices  f.  o.  b.  docks  is 
as  follows : 

Description.  F.  O.  B.  Docks. 


Hocking  lump  .  $3.30 

Hocking  run-of-pile  .  2.95 

Youghiogheny  lump  .  3.30 

Youghiogheny  run-of-pi'e  .  2.95 

Fairmont  lump  .  '3.30 

Fairmont  run-of-pile  .  2.95 

Hand-picked  splint  .  3.55 

Kanawha  domestic  splint .  3.45 

Kanawha  gas  and  steam  lump .  3.30 

Kanawha  gas  run-of-pile .  2.95 

Smokeless  lump  and  egg .  5.25 

Smokeless  run-of-pile  .  3.30 

Smithing  bulk  . .' .  4.15 

Smithing  in  bags .  5.90 

/Cannel  .  6.25 


In  Hocking  coal,  in  the  all-rail  trade,  there  will 
also  be  an  advance  in  the  price  at  the  mines  and 
in  the  delivered  price  at  Chicago,  amounting  to 
fifteen  cents  a  ton  on  lump  and  proportionate  on 
the  other  descriptions.  The  new  circular  on  this 
coal  is  as  follows : 

F.O.  B.  F.  O.  B. 

Description.  Chicago.  Mines. 

Hocking  domestic  lump  . $3.15  $1.50 

Hocking  three-quarter  lump .  3.00  1.35 

Hocking  run-of-mine .  2.85  1.20 

Hocking  nut  . .' .  2.75  1.10 

The  new  circular  on  the  leading  descriptions  of 
splint  commencing  October  first  is  as  follows : 

F.O.  B.  F.  O.  B. 

Description.  Chicago.  Mines. 

Hand-picked  . $3.50  $1.60 

Kanawha  domestic  .  3.40  1.50 

The  new  circular  prices  on  Sullivan  county,  In¬ 
diana,  product  show  an  advance  of  ten  cents  a  ton 
after  October  first.  The  prices  which  will  then 
prevail  are  as  follows : 


F.  0.  B. 

F.  0.  B. 

Description. 

Chicago. 

Mines. 

Lu'mp,  four-inch  . 

. $2.30 

$1.50 

Lump,  inch  and  a  quarter . 

.  2.15 

1.35 

Egg  . 

.  2.30 

1.50 

Run-of-mine  . 

.  1.90 

1.10 

Inch  and  a  quarter  screenings... 

.  1.40 

.60 

Carterville  washed  and  unwashed  coal  will  be 
be  advanced  by  most  of  the  producing  companies 
on  October  first,  fifteen  cents  a  ton  for  domestic 
lump  and  other  descriptions  in  proportion.  The 
new  circular  quotations  on  this  product  are  as 
follows : 


F.  0.  B. 

F.  O.  B. 

Description. 

Chicago. 

Mines. 

•Lump,  six  inch . 

. $2.50 

$1.50 

Lump,  three  inch . 

.  2.35 

1.35 

Egg,  six  inch  . 

.  2.25 

1.25 

No.  1  washed  . 

.  2.85 

1.85 

No.  2  washed  . 

.  2.40 

1.40 

No.  5  washed . 

.  1.75 

.75 

With  the  exception  of  dock  coal,  an  extra 
charge  of  ten  cents  a  ton  is  made  for  any  of  the 
above  product  loaded  in  box  cars,  the  prices 
named  being  for  open  cars. 


Six  Syndicates  In  Kentucky. 

A  million  acres  of  the  best  Kentucky  coal  is 
now  owned  by  six  syndicates,  each  being  com¬ 
posed  of  from  three  to  five  men,  most  of  whom  are 
millionaires.  What  these  men  hold  is  valued  by 
themselves  at  around  $100,000,000.  It  is  posi¬ 
tively  known  that  one  of  the  interests  was  offered 
$50  an  acre  for  a  block  of  20,000  acres,  and  the 
offer  was  refused.  Since  then  railroads  have 
opened  up  the  coal  and  for  this  reason  it  is  now 
much  more  valuable. 

Five  years  ago  the  lands  that  are  now  said  to 
be  worth  $100,000,000  could  easily  have  been 
bought  for  $10,000,000,  and  a  great  many  of  the 
tracts  could  have  been  purchased  for  $5  an  acre. 
Ten  years  ago,  or  possibly  earlier,  at  the  time  of 


the  panic  of  1893,  most  of  the  land  could  have 
been  secured  for  a  few  thousand  dollars  in  cash 
and  a  promise  to  pay. 

First  of  the  syndicates  is  the  one  controlled  by 
Senator  John  C.  Camden,  John  C.  C.  Mayo  and 
E.  Zimmerman,  known  as  the  Northern  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  Next  is  the  Mayo  independent  part¬ 
nership;  then  R.  W.  Broas  and  John  C.  C.  Mayo 
together.  Fourth,  but  not  fohrth  in  Kentucky 
possessions,  come  Kounz  Bros.,  of  New  York. 
The  Simkins  heirs  of  Washington  are  fifth  and 
the  Boston  syndicate  sixth,  the  latter  being  among 
the  first  in  the  value  of  its  investments.  All  these 
investments  are  in  a  compact  territory  in  Martin, 
Pike  and  Floyd  counties,  the  edge  of  Johnson  and 
the  eastern  part  of  Knott  county. 


Indiana  Operators  To  Meet. 

Arrangements  are  being  completed  for  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  members  of  the  Indiana  Bituminous 
Coal  Operators’  association  and  the  mine  super¬ 
intendents  of  the  state,  to  be  held  at  Terre  Haute, 
Ind.,  October  twenty-first.  This  meeting  in  its 
general  scope  and  character  will  be  unusual  and 
the  first  of  the  kind  in  the  history  of  the  associa¬ 
tion.  It  has  been  discovered  that  the  conditions  at 
the  mines  in  Indiana,  as  to  labor  and  the  price  paid 
for  it  are  not  uniform,  although  the  joint  wage 
contract  with  the  miners  applies  to  every  por¬ 
tion  of  the  state,  and  they  should  be  exactly  the 
same  in  all  the  mines. 

It  is  thought  that  by  getting  the  operators 
and  their  superintendents  together  at  such  a 
meeting  the  whole  situation  can  be  reviewed,  and 
any  delinquencies  on  the  part  of  the  miners  in 
fulfilling  the  provisions  of  the  wage  contract 
can_  be  given  the  attention  which  they  merit. 
Ultimately  it  is  expected  that  there  will  be  a 
general  reform  along  this  line. 

How  Delinquencies  Originated. 

The  evils  referred  to,  such  as  the  payment  of 
some  miners  and  employes  around  the  mines 
more  than  the  scale  calls  for,  have  grown  up, 
due  to  the  fact  that  many  operators  do  not  have 
personal  supervision  over  their  properties.  They 
leave  this  matter  to  their .  superintendent  in 
charge,  and  he,  in  order  to  maintain  peace, 
grants  greater  concessions  to  employes  than  they 
should  receive  under  the  contract.  A  meeting 
of  this  character  will  serve  to  increase  the 
knowledge  of  the  owners  of  the  property  along 
these  lines.  It  was  the  original  intention  to 
include  the  pit  bosses,  so  that  they  might  un¬ 
derstand  the  matter  more  fully,  but  this  would 
make  such  a  large  meeting  that  it  would  be 
difficult  to  consider  every  phase  of  the  situation. 

It  is  probable  that  the  deviations  from  the  gen¬ 
eral  wage  contract  which  exist  in  Indiana  also 
can  be  found  in  every  other  state  in  the  country 
where  there  is  an  agreement  between  the  ope¬ 
rators  as  a  body  and  the  united  mine  workers. 
If  benefits  result  from  the  Terre  Haute  con¬ 
ference,  doubtless  other  states  will  fall  into  line 
and  begin  to  check  up  their  miners  on  this  im¬ 
portant  proposition. 


Wagon  Prices  at  Chicago. 


ANTHRACITE. 

Grate  .  $6.50 

Stove  .  6.75 

Chestnut  .  6.75 

Egg  .  6.75 

BITUMINOUS. 

Hocking  lump .  $4.00 

Hocking  nut  .  3.50 

Illinois  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.00 

Indiana  lump,  egg  and  nut . ,  3.00 

Wilmington  chunks  .  3.50 

Carterville  lump  and  egg .  3.50 

No.  1  washed  nut .  3.50 

Brazil  block  .  3.75 

Jackson  Hill  Ohio .  4.75 

Cannel  lump  . 6.25 

Smithing .  4.50 

West  Virginia  splint .  4.00 

Gas-house  coke  .  5.00 

V 


H.  J.  Whetsel,  Hartford,  Ark.,  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  manager  of  the  Bolen-Darwin  Coal  Co., 
at  Pittsburg,  Kas. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Sept.  28— (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.)— The  market  here  is  in  a  healthier  condi¬ 
tion  than  it  has  been  for  a  long  time.  The  de¬ 
mand  for  free  coal  is  increasing  and  prices  are 
tightening  up.  An  alarming  car  shortage  is  re¬ 
ported  along  the  Wabash,  Southern,  Louisville 
&  Nashville,  Illinois  Central  and  the  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  railroads.  Some  of  the  mines  along  the 
Wabash  are  only  working  at  about  half  full  ca¬ 
pacity  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  cars.  The 
same  conditions  are  reported  on  the  Louisville 
&  Nashville  and  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio.  The 
Louisville  &  Nashville,  in  fact,  is  transferring  at 
East  St.  Louis,  and  is  allowing  no  cars  to  go 
west  of  the  river.  A  few  mines  along  the  Illinois 
Central  have  shut  down  on  account  of  the  car 
shortage. 

Shipments  during  the  past  week  approximated 
3,500  cars,  or  145,000  tons.  This  is  an  increase  of 
about  3,000  tons  over  the  previous  week,  despite 
car  shortage.  That  there  is  an  increasing  demand 
for  free  coal  is  proved  by  the  above  figures.  From 
September  first  to  date  11,922  cars  containing 
431,852  tons  have  been  shipped  into  this  market, 
as  against  10,400  cars  containing  374,321  tons  for 
the  same  period  last  month,  making  a  net  increase 
of  57,531  tons  over  last  month. 

Good  shaker  screened  lump  can  be  had  all  the 
way  from  $1.15  to  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  East  St.  Louis. 
What  effect  the  recent  consolidations  in  the  Illi¬ 
nois  field  will  have  on  this  market  remains  to  be 
seen.  The  members  of  the  new  consolidations 
deny  any  intention  of  trying  to  corner  this  mar¬ 
ket,  and  claim  that  the  purpose  is  to  reduce  ope¬ 
rating  expenses,  and  to  facilitate  shipments.  It 
would  be  practically  impossible  for  any  one  firm 
to  corner  this  market,  because  there  are  too  many 
small  operators  shipping  into  this  city  who  could 
not  be  induced  to  sell  their  mines  unless  they  got 
an  exorbitant  price  for  them. 

Retail  Market  More  Active. 

The  retail  market  is  in  the  same  condition  as 
it  was_  last  week,  possibly  being  a  little  better  in 
•  some  instances.  All  of  the  large  dealers  report 
an  extra  heavy  fall  demand  and  good  prices 
They  also  report  that  they  have  no  trouble  with 
shipments.  The  quality  of  coal  received  from  the 
east  this  year  is  exceptionally  good,  and  retailers 
expect  no  “kicks”  on  this  score. 

Prices  on  bituminous  coal  will  advance  on  the 
first  of  the  month.  At  present  they  are  as  follows: 
Trenton,  $3.65  per  ton  delivered;  Carterville,  $3.25 
per  ton ;  standard,  $2.50  per  ton.  There  is  not 
much  of  a  market  just  at  present  on  domestic  soft 
coal,  but  indications  point  to  a  better  demand  in 
the  near  future. 

Coke  seems  to  be  in  pretty  good  demand  for 
domestic  purposes  and  is  selling  at  $5.00@5.50  per 
ton  delivered. 

All  grades  of  Arkansas  anthracite  continue  to 
be  good  sellers,  and  a  greater  demand  than  usual 
is  reported.  It  is  selling  all  the  way  at  $7.00@ 
7.50  per  ton  delivered.  It  is  receiving  better  prep¬ 
aration  and  it  is  expected  will  give  very  good  sat¬ 
isfaction  this  winter.  Those  dealers  who  are  in¬ 
troducing  Arkansas  semi-anthracite  into  this  mar¬ 
ket  report  very  good  sales.  They  claim  that  this 
particular  grade  of  coal  is  practically  the  same 
as  Pocahontas.  They  are  trying  to  introduce  it 
for  both  steam  and  domestic  purposes.  Whether 
this  market  will  support  a  high  grade  coal  for 
steam  is  a  matter  of  doubt.  It  is  selling  at  ap¬ 
proximately  $6.00  per  ton  delivered. 

The  Harrisburg  Mining  &  Coal  Co.  has  sold  its 
big  mine  at  Duquoin  to  the  O’Gara  Coal  Co.  of 
Chicago.  The  consideration  is  understood  to  have 
been  $80,000. 

The  Johnston  City  &  St.  Louis  Coal  Mining  Co. 
was  incorporated  at  Springfield  last  week.  Cap¬ 
ital,  $40,000.  The  incorporators  were  C.  C.  Mc- 
Clintock,  Charles  Cazaleen  and  W.  W.  Moore.  A 
general  mining  business  will  be  transacted. 

V 

The  Twenty-four  mine,  Enumclaw,  Wash.,  for¬ 
merly  owned  by  the  Aloore  Investment  Co.,  has 
been  opened  up  by  the  Canal  Coal  Co.  of  Seattle. 
Wa.sh. 

V 

The  Illinois  Central  Railroail  has  purcha.sed 
9,000  acres  of  coal  land  in  the  northeast  section 
of  Williamson  county,  III.  Tlic  consideration  was 
$376,290. 
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Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East 


Office  of  'I'iie  Beack  Diamond, 
New  York,  Sept. 

'I'lie  antliracilc  market  i'hows  a  steady  iinproyc- 
ment  in  all  directions,  and  orders  are  increasing 
in  numlier  and  volume,  giving  shi|)i)crs  more 
business  than  has  been  available  for  sevend 
months  past.  I'he  demand  at  retail  in  the  city 
and  local  points  vvtis  inclined  to  be  less  active  last 
week,  possibly  affected  by  the  more  moderate 
temperature,  reducing  the  current  ref|uirements, 
but  this  was  only  temixirary,  as  this  trade  has 
very  materially  revived  since  the  first  of  the  week 
and  a  good  run  of  orders  is  reported  by  all  deal¬ 
ers.  It  is  evident  that  the  market  is  very  sen¬ 
sitive  to  weather  conditions,  and  a  cold  rain,  or 
a  day  or  two  of  chilly  weather,  arc  immediately 
reflected  by  an  increase  in  the  amottut  of  coal  de¬ 
sired  for  prompt  delivery,  also  indicating  that 
many  coal  bins  still  remain  unfilled. 

Small  Sizes  Are  Very  Active. 

'I'he  most  prominent  feature  which  has  devel¬ 
oped  recently  is  the  strong  demand  for  the  fine 
sizes,  and  from  present  appearances  a  shortage  on 
these  descriptions  is  likely  to  occur  before  the 
winter  season  is  far  advanced.  All  lines  of  manu¬ 
facture,  steamship  companies  and  municipal  rail¬ 
ways  using  these  coals  have  ■  just  awakened  to 
the  situation  that  there  is  a  possibility  of  being 
utiable  to  secure  them  next  spring,  in  the  event 
there  is  labor  trouble  at  the  collieries,  and  in  or¬ 
der  to  be  protected  to  the  full  extent  of  the  stor¬ 
age  capacity  available  for  this  purpose  they  are 
calling  for  the  tonnage  needed. 

This  demand,  it  is  believed,  will  increase  as  the 
season  advances.  Many  consumers  are  arranging 
for  additional  storage  room,  where  limited  to  cur¬ 
rent  supplies,  and  are  placing  orders  with  pro¬ 
ducing  interests  for  a  large  tonnage  to  be  deliv¬ 
ered  as  early  as  possible,  with  the  result  that 
these  sizes  are  decidedly  more  active,  and  in  some 
instances  are  short  of  a  full  supply.  This  is  par¬ 
ticularly  true  of  rTe  and  barley,  though  there 
also  is  a  shortage  in  buckwheat  and  pea,  which  are 
moving  off  quite  freely. 

The  all-rail  business  continues  to  be  the  most 
active  in  securing  shipments  at  this  time.  Enough 
orders  are  coming  into  shippers’  hands  from  day 
to  day,  and  in  some  cases  are  accumulating  to 
absorb  all  the  coal  that  can  be  given  this  terri¬ 
tory.  Orders  not  shipped  promptly  are  .generally 
delayed  by  certain  sizes  being  short,  owing  to 
the  larger  demand  for  them.  The  demand  comes 
from  a  wide  range  of  territory,  and  in  but  few 
localities  is  there  stagnation,  while  even  these 
buyers  are  sending  in  for  additional  cargoes  to 
meet  the  depletion  of  stocks  caused  by  the  grad¬ 
ually  heavier  consumption. 


The  far  east  is  still  inclined  to  be  quiet,  though 
the  demand  at  retail  is  quite  large,  which  it  is  now 
anticipated  must  soon  be  felt  in  the  wholesale 
market.  'I'he  nearby  iiorts  arc  more  actively  call¬ 
ing  for  coal,  especially  for  certain  varieties,  which 
arc  of  the  Lehigh  and  red  ash  descriptions.  More 
coal  is  being  sent  from  these  ports  to  inland 
points  than  has  been  the  case  all  summer,  delays 
occurring  on  some  of  the  lines  when  consigned 
on  all-rail  delivery,  owing  to  a  shortage  of  cars, 
which  is  apparently  becoming  more  acute  as 
shipments  increase  on  both  anthracite  and  bitu¬ 
minous  coal.  Facilities  have  been  improved  at 
the  railroad  ports  along  the  sound,  however,  en¬ 
abling  consignees  to  handle  a  larger  tonnage,  but 
if  they  arc  not  permitted  to  take  their  turn  at  the 
docks  with  the  railroad  company’s  boats,  it  may 
not  give  them  the  service  desired  at  such  times 
when  coal  is  preferably  shipped  via  this  route. 

The  production  at  the  collieries  continue  on 
about  a  normal  basis,  except  for  such  days  as  the 
miners  take  off  to  attend  meetings  and  parades. 
There  have  been  no  shutdowns  at  any  of  the  com¬ 
pany  collieries,  and  the  present  month  is  likely 
to  show  a  production  of  5,000,000  tons.  This  will 
not  be  in  excess  of  the  requirements  necessary 
to  furnish  the  present  demand,  which  naturally 
will  increase  as  transient  business  develops  with 
colder  weather,  requiring  a  full  output  in  the 
near  future. 

Bituminous  Demand  Is  Stronger. 

The  increased  demand  for  bituminous  coal 
along  the  Atlantic  seaboard,  noted  in  the  several 
recent  reports,  continues,  and  is  becoming  more 
noticeable  each  week.  Shippers  report  an  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  orders  received,  which  they  are 
unable  to  fill  in  accordance  with  the  desires  of 
the  trade,  and  the  amount  of  coal  going  forward 
on  this  business  is  inadequate  to  keep  pace  with 
the  orders  coming  in.  There  has  been  no  accumu¬ 
lation  of  coal  at  any  of  the  tidewater  shipping 
points  for  some  time,  and  prices  on  all  descrip¬ 
tions  are  strong  and  advancing.  About  $2.60d? 
2.70  for  the  better  grades  of  steam  coal  f.  o.  b. 
the  New  York  harbor  shipping  ports  represents 
the  market,  while  the  West  'Virginia  coals  range 
at  $2.30@2.40,  though  the  supply  is  not  excessive, 
with  specialties  scarce,  and  in  some  instances  not 
to  be  secured.  The  car  situation  seems  to  be 
kept  fairly  well  in  advance  of  the  requirements, 
the  railroads  endeavoring  to  hold  cars  under  con¬ 
trol  of  the  individual  systems,  which  has  helped 
the  situation  materially  so  far  as  the  shipments 
to  tide  and  local  main  line  points  are  concerned. 
This  policy  is  resulting  in  a  slight  improvement 
in  those  quarters.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  re¬ 
stricting  car  equipment  going  to  foreign  roads  to 
a  point  where  it  is  seriously  inte'rfering  with  a 


full  supply  of  coal  lieing  forwarded  to  them.  The 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  and  the  I’lr'ladelphia  &  Read¬ 
ing  railroads,  placed  an  embargo  on  all-rail  ship¬ 
ments  to  points  on  the  New  S'’ork.  New  Haven 
&  Hartford  lines,  on  all  open  cars  two  weeks  ago. 
which  is  still  effective.  If  coal  is  loaded  for 
jioints  on  these  lines  shippers  rpu-st  furn  sh  a 
reconsignment,  as  coal  is  not  permitted  to  go  for¬ 
ward  otherwise.  'I'his  is  also  true  in  regard  to 
other  localities,  where  complaint  is  made  of  the 
dearth  of  cars  furnished  for  foreign  roads.  In 
some  cases  the  coal  is  desired  for  manufacturing 
and  railroad  purposes,  where  ample  stocks  are 
very  essential,  but  little  progress  is  made  in  the 
delivery  of  it  owing  to  this  condition. 

Orders  Heavier  From  Far  East. 

Judging  from  the  information  at  hand,  the  indi¬ 
cations  are  that  this  is  likely  to  continue  for  some 
time,  which  would  accentuate  the  situation  con¬ 
siderably.  The  roads  are  '^till  allowing  closed  or 
box  cars  to  go  forward,  but  shippers  and  con¬ 
sumers  receiving  coal  in  this  way  are  greatly  in¬ 
convenienced,  and  it  is  not  in  accord  with  a  policy 
of  economy.  feature  of  the  trade  is  a  desire 
on  the  part  of  consumers  to  increase  the  amount 
of  their  contracts  originally  specified,  and  where 
this  is  impossible  they  are  making  individual 
purchases  of  the  quantity  of  coal  required  at  a 
liigher  price  than  the  contract  coal  was  sold  for. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  shows  a  good  run  of  or¬ 
ders,  which  come  in  with  much  regularity,  and  it 
is  indicative  that  a  large  quantity  will  be  needed 
for  future  use.  This  is  being  caused  by  some  of 
the  producers  advancing  price  to  become  ef¬ 
fective  in  October;  also  to  take  advantage  of 
the  lower  coastwise  freights,  still  prevailing. 
Shippers  have  a  good  run  of  orders  from  shoal- 
water  and  ice  ports,  which,  as  they  are  filled,  are 
being  replaced  with  additional  business  to  the 
same  consignees,  .\long  the  sound  there  is  an 
improved  demand,  calling  for  practically  all  the 
coal  that  can  be  shipped  at  present.  In  some  in¬ 
stances  boats  are  put  in  ahead  of  time  and  are 
obliged  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the  coal  at  the  ship¬ 
ping  ports.  New  York  harbor  is  taking  consider¬ 
able  coal,  though  it  seems  to  be  well  supplied. 

All-rail  trade  is  good,  but  restricted  by  the 
larger  tonna.ge  needed  at  tidewater  ports,  which 
is  shipped  in  preference,  more  cars  being  avail¬ 
able  for  it.  Transportation  is  good  on  all  lines. 
The  coastwise  vessel  market  is  firm,  and  vessels 
are  in  better  supply.  Philadelphia  quotes  current 
rates  of  freight  as  follows :  Boston.  Salem. 
Portland,  75@80c :  Lynn,  Newburyport.  Gardi¬ 
ner  and  Bangor,  $1.00;  sound  ports.  90c;  Saco. 
$1.10  and  towage;  Portsmouth,  80(ff 85c ;  Bath. 
85c;  New  York  harbor  rates  around  the  cape  are 
60c. 


Market  J^etvs  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Biiffalo,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  28. —  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  increase  in  the  anthracite  trade  noted 
last  week,  continues,  the  all-rail  business  espe¬ 
cially  having  taken  on  some  of  its  old-time  vigor. 
This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  dealers  arc  all  now 
back  home  from  their  summer  outings  and  be¬ 
sides.  with  the  temijerature  at  thirty-six  above 
zero  only,  consumers  are  beginning  to  clamor  for 
attention. 

There  has  been  considerable  storing  of  coal 
here  during  the  past  two  months  in  anticipation 
of  the  preseiTl:  increase  of  rail  orders,  which  is 
quite  certain  to  continue  for  the  next  month.  This 
surplus  is  intended  for  lake  shipment  or  to  meet 
any  deficiencies  which  may  occur  in  forwardin.g 
from  the  mines.  Now  that  a  healthy  movement 
from  the  western  supply  docks  into  the  country 
is  being  felt,  the  storage  room  at  the  upper  lake 
ports  is  increased  and  shippers  are  taking  ad¬ 
vantage  of  a  liberal  supply  of  vessel  tonnage  to 
make  contracts  for  carrying  capacity.  This  fact, 
however,  has  had  no  effect  upon  freight  rates,  and 
they  remain  steady,  except  for  the  five  cent  re¬ 
duction  to  Lake  Superior  ports  previously  noted. 

No  particular  advance  is  shown  in  bituminous 
prices,  though  the  market  is  stronger  and  the  de¬ 


mand  more  active.  The  refusal  of  dealers  to  sell 
below  the  regular  price  is  a  pretty  sure  indication 
that  they  feel  confident  of  an  addition  of  a  few 
cents  a  ton  very  soon.  It  has  been  a  hard  season 
for  the  bituminous  interests  and  they  have  been 
a  blue  looking  lot  nearly  all  season.  Now,  how¬ 
ever,  their  faces  are  brightening  and  greater  con¬ 
fidence  is  shown. 

Bituminous  Market  Is  Stronger. 

Jas.  \V.  Bishop,  a  prominent  coal  dealer  of 
Sayre,  Pa.,  was  in  the  city  this  week  calling  on 
Col.  J.  H.  Horton,  northern  sales  agent  of  the 
Lehigh  'Valley  Coal  Co. 

Work  on  the  great  Lehigh  trestle  at  Lancaster, 
a  suburb  of  Buffalo,  wdiich  has  been  fully  de¬ 
scribed  in  The  Black  Diamond,  is  being  pushed 
rapidly  forward  and  officials  of  the  company  are 
sanguine  that  they  will  be  able  to  have  it  in 
successful  operation  by  the  middle  of  November. 
This  will  be  the  largest  trestle  in  western  New- 
York  and  will  nearly  double  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Coal  Co.’s  facilities  for  handling  its  product  here. 

Retailers  are  welcoming  an  early  lowering  of 
temperature,  as  it  brings  activity  to  their  trade 
seldom  experienced  at  this  time  of  year.  Con¬ 


sumers  who  have  been  a  little  backward  about 
placing  their  orders  are  now  coming  to  the  front 
and  the  small  buyers  who  take  their  supply  from 
hand  to  mouth  are  also  putting  in  their  small 
first  stock  of  the  season.  Furnace  fires  are  al¬ 
ready  coming  to  be  a  necessity  to  those  w’ho  de¬ 
pend  upon  coal  for  fuel,  and  the  result  is  the 
straightening  up  of  some  old  accounts  w'hich  make 
the  long-suffering  creditors  feel  easier. 

R.  H.  Williams  of  the  firm  of  Williams  &  Peters 
of  New  York,  w'as  in  the  city  this  week  in  con¬ 
ference  with  W.  T.  Roberts,  w’estern  sales  agent 
of  the  company.  Mr.  Williams  is  well  satisfied 
wdth  the  outlook  for  the  season’s  business. 

Lake  vessel  tonnage  is  in  good  supply,  being 
more  than  sufficient  to  meet  the  demand  of  ship¬ 
pers. 

Lake  Shipments  for  Week. 

Lake  shipments  for  the  past  seven  days  have 
amounted  to  78.700  tons,  distributed  as  follows : 


Chicago  . 22,65U 

Superior  .  S,600 

nuluth  . 18,900 

Milwaukee  . 21,050 

Sheboygan  .  4,300 

Ashland  .  2,500 

Toledo  .  700 
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The  Mew  England  Trade. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Sept.  29. —  {Special  Corres¬ 
pondence.) — Demand  for  anthracite  is  showing 
a  moderate  increase,  though  there  is  not  yet 
the  activity  that  prevails  in  other  localities.  Not¬ 
withstanding  the  larger  business  transacted  at 
retail  since  the  first  of  the  month,  it  has  had 
little  effect  in  increasing  orders  at  wholesale. 
Sales  agents  are  receiving  an  additional  order 
now  and  then  but  the  aggregate  tonnage  re¬ 
quired  is  not  large  and  the  market  is  inert.  All¬ 
rail  business  shows  a  strong  tone  and  gradually 
is  increasing  its  demands  for  coal,  which  extends 
over  a  wide  territory.  Shipments  have  been  very 
good  for  several  weeks,  and  are  increasing.  Cars 
are  not  in  good  supply  at  present,  delaying  ship¬ 
ments  in  some  directions.  This  no  doubt  will  be¬ 
come  more  noticeable  as  the  season  advances, 
through  the  interference  of  weather  and  the 
heavy  traffic  that  is  general  on  all  lines.  Orders 
are  now  being  sent  in  with  a  view  to  getting 
ample  stocks  ahead  to  avoid  the  experiences  of 
last  winter,  when  shipments  required  a  month  or 
over  to  reach  destination.  The  expiration  of 
the  wage  contract  next  spring  at  the  collieries 
also  acts  as  an  incentive  to  increase  stocks  be¬ 
fore  winter.  Where  facilities  are  to  be  had  for 
storage,  buyers  are  arranging  to  secure  additional 
tonnage  for  this  purpose,  although  such  require¬ 
ments  run  largely  for  the  fine  sizes. 

Bituminous  Continues  Active. 

The  bituminous  coal  market  continues  active 
and  if  anything  buyers  are  more  insistent  on 
securing  prompt  shipments  than  they  were.  This 
is  a  natural  condition  and  was  to  be  expected, 
owing  to  the  minimum  price  of  the  year  expiring 
the  last  of  the  week,  resulting  in  all  coal  shipped 
on  and  after  October  first  being  advanced  ten 
cents  per  ton,  or  to  $2.60  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the 
Virginia  cape  shipping  ports.  The  number  of 
orders  placed  for  shipment  at  the  minimum 
price  of  $2.50  is  said  to  have  been  large,  and 
it  is  expected,  owing  to  the  shortage  in  cars  and 
the  restricted  vessel  market,  to  get  forward  all 
that  has  been  obligated  by  that  time.  Heavy 
shipments  have  been  made,  in  most  cases,  on 
contracts,  and  consignees  should  appreciate  the 
efforts  made  in  their  behalf  to  get  coal  forwarded 
up  to  this  time.  The  all-rail  trade  is  improving 
at  all  points,  and  in  fact  is  calling  for  more  coal 
than  can  be  shipped,  owing  to  the  shortage  of 


cars,  and  the  embargoes.  The-  curtailment  in 
itself  is  having  the  effect  of  making  consumers 
more  anxious  to  secure  coal.  They  are,  where 
possible,  transferring  their  business  to  such  lines 
as  are  open  for  shipment  all-rail,  or  diverting  it 
to  water  routes. 

In  the  vessel  market  rates  are  very  firm  and 
nclined  to  advance,  but  vessels  are  slightly  in 
better  supply.  All  the  lower  ports  are  quoting 
75@80c  to  points  around  the  cape,  while  New 
York  harbor  rates  are  60c. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Sept.  29. —  {Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — Anthracite  trade  conditions  in 
this  locality  continue  to  improve  and  are  thought 
to  be  slightly  in  advance  of  those  usual  at  this 
season.  Shippers  report  a  better  run  of  orders 
from  all  sources.  Where  prices  on  steam  grades 
have  been  weak  all  summer,  they  are  now  being 
advanced  to  nearly  circular  figures,  which  will 
soon  reach  full  values  even  on  the  individual 
product.  Domestic  requirements  are  developing 
quite  rapidly  and  dealers  report  that  business  is 
on  a  steady  basis,  keeping  them  fairly  busy. 
The  cooler  weather  during  the  past  week  has 
given  a  stimulus  to  the  trade  using  pea  coal  for 
heating  purposes,  which  is  calling  now  for  an 
increased  tonnage,  furnishing  relief  in  a  descrip¬ 
tion  that  has  been  very  dull  for  several  months 
past.  Larger  shipments  of  the  steam  grades 
are  in  evidence  and  most  shippers  have  all  the 
orders  that  can  be  conveniently  filled.  On  some 
of  the  smaller  sizes  the  demand  has  shown  a 
marked  increase,  and  shippers  are  not  always 
able  to  accept  this  business,  where  prompt  de¬ 
livery  is  desired.  More  coal  is  being  loaded  so 

far  this  week  at  the  tidewater  ports  than  for 

some  time  past,  with  indications  bright  for  an  in¬ 
creased  demand  from  coastwise  territory.  A 

large  proportion  of  this  cargo  business  is  from 
the  shoalwater  and  ice  ports,  which  are  not  yet 
entirely  supplied.  In  anticipation  of  colder 

weather  these  orders  are  being  urged  for  early 
shipment.  At  retail  in  the  city,  trade  is  quite 
active  and  most  dealers  have  enough  orders  on 
their  books  to  keep  them  busy. 

There  is  further  improvement  in  the  bitumi¬ 
nous  coal  trade,  and  the  volume  of  business  is 
fully  up  to  the  present  facilities  for  getting  coal 
forward,  with  some  orders  remaining  unfilled 


through  restriction  of  car  movement  to  des¬ 
tination.  While  transportation  is  fairly  good 
on  all  lines,  and  cars  to  tidewater  are  being  fur¬ 
nished  in  about  sufficient  numbers  to  supply  the 
general  needs,  the  railroads  anticipate  a  possible 
future  shortage  in  equipment.  In  consequence 
they  are  not  permitting  cars  to  go  off  the  main 
line  roads  at  this  time  to  any  extent,  owing  to 
the  usual  delay  in  securing  their  return.  This 
policy  may  have  prevented  a  car  shortage  which 
otherwise  might  have  occurred  before  this.  It 
is  a  fact  that  there  is  a  quantity  of  desirable 
business  being  offered  shippers  from  foreign  line 
points  which  they  are  unable  to  accept  during 
the  present  uncertainty  as  to  the  number  of  cars 
available  for  such  movement.  The  embargo  of 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  and  the  Philadelphia  & 
Reading  to  all-rail  points  on  the  New  Yorkj  New 
Plaven  &  Hartford  road  is  still  effective  with  no 
prospects  that  it  will  be  removed.  Prices  are 
firmer  and  in  some  instances  are  advancing.  On 
all  new  business  for  shipment  extending  into  the 
winter  prevailing  figures  are  $1.20@1.25  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines.  The  coastwise  vessel  market  is  very 
firm,  though  vessels  are  slightly  more  plentiful 
than  they  were.  Current  quotations  are  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  Boston,  Salem  and  Portland,  75@80c ; 
sound  ports,  70c;  Lynn  and  Newburyport,  70c; 
Bangor,  $1.00;  Saco,  $1.10  and  towage;  Ports¬ 
mouth,  80@85c;  Bath,  85c. 


Pennsylvania  Shipments. 

The  Pennsylvania  railroad  statement  of  the 
coal  and  coke  originating  on  its  lines  east  of 
Pittsburg  and  Erie  for  the  week  ended  September 
sixteenth,  with  comparisons,  follows; 


1905. 

1905. 

1904. 

Week  end.  Year  to 

Year  to 

Sept.  16. 

Sept.  16 

Sept.  17. 

Anthracite, 

short  tons.  . 

.  .  77,509 

3,252,812 

20,334,421 

3,123,436 

Bituminous, 

short  tons. 

.  .604,381 

18,949,555 

Coke,  short 

tons . 

.  .214,610 

7,720,554 

5,955,880 

Total 

.  .956,500 

31,307,787 

28,028,871 

Hartman  Bros.,  Duluth,  Minn.,  have  a  number 
of  men  employed  digging  test  pits  for  coal  north 
of  Mahtowa,  Minn.  Samples  of  coal  found  there 
some  time  ago  are  claimed  to  be  very  good  and 
it  is  the  intention  of  Hartman  Bros,  to  explore 
the  country  thoroughly. 


Retailers  Organize  A  M^u^  Motional  Association. 


The  principal  feature  of  the  Buffalo  coal  trade 
last  week  was  the  big  meeting  of  the  retailers — • 
the  conference  for  the  amalgamation  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Council  of  Retail  Coal  Dealers  and  the 
International  Anthracite  Merchants’  association. 
Amalgamation  was  a  question  which  had  been 
discussed  for  some  time  and  was  very  favorably 
received. 

The  representatives  at  the  meeting  were_  the 
presidents  and  secretaries  of  state  or  division 
or  city  organizations  from  Maine  to  Texas  as 
follows : 

Northwestern  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  association 
— C.  M.  Morse,  Winona,  Minn. ;  G.  H.  Reeves, 
Minneapolis. 

Illinois  and  Wisconsin  Retail  Coal  Dealers’ 
association — Frank  Mosher,  De  Kalb,  Wis. ;  F.  E. 
Lukens,  Chicago. 

Iowa  and  Nebraska — Thomas  Gregory,  Mar¬ 
shalltown,  Iowa;  R.  E.  Harris,  Omaha,  Neb. 

Kansas  and  Missouri — C.  A.  Cruikshank,  Han¬ 
nibal,  Mo.;  H.  Nesbitt,  Atchison,  Kas. 

Ohio — W.  F.  Vogele,  Mansfield ;  Ford  R. 
Cate,  Columbus. 

Oklahoma  and  Indian  Territory — A.  M.  De 
Bolt,  Oklahoma  City. 

Maine — E.  A.  Larrabee,  Bath;  R.  S.  Webb, 
Yarmouth. 

New  York  and  Pennsylvania — George  H. 
Mitchell,  Mill  Village,  Pa.;  William  F.  Endress, 
Jamestown,  N.  Y. 

New  England — F.  G.  Humphrey,  Waterbury, 
Conn. ;  W.  R.  Batchelder,  Boston,  Mass. 

Pennsylvania — Samuel  B.  Crowell,  Philadel¬ 
phia  ;  Wellington  M.  Bertolet,  Reading. 

Western  Ontario — John  C.  Hay,  Listowell;  H. 
A.  McIntosh,  Woodstock. 


Kentucky  and  Tennessee — E.  G.  Fristoe, 
Mansfield;  W.  C.  Williams,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Philadelphia — Charles  K.  Scull. 

New  York  City — O.  J.  Stevens,  J.  Samuel 
Smoot. 

Baltimore — B.  M.  Watts,  G.  H.  Natchman. 

Wilmington — Edward  N.  Phillips. 

Albany — John  H.  Lynch,  William  B.  Vernoy. 

Atlantic  City — S.  P.  Morris,  William  Lewis. 

Texas — B.  G.  Moss,  Bonham;  Walter  D.  Lacy, 
Waco. 

Cleveland — H.  G.  Brayton. 

Harrisburg — F.  J.  Wallace,  J.  H.  Palmer. 

Object  of  the  Amalgamation. 

“There  is  probably  no  other  commodity  in  the 
world  that,  from  the  retailers’  standpoint,  is 
sold  at  such  a  close,  margin  as  coal,”  said  Gard¬ 
ner  H.  Reeves,  of  Minneapolis,  secretary  of  the 
Northwestern  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  association,  in 
conversation  with  The  Black  Diamond  repre¬ 
sentative.  “It  will  be  the  object  of  the  amalga¬ 
mated  association  to  work  for  the  mutual  benefit 
of  all  members,  to  become  in  fact  a  great  infor¬ 
mation  bureau  for  retail  dealers  of  the  entire 
country,  bringing  them  into  closer  relation  with 
each  other  and  keep  them  in  touch  with  condi¬ 
tions  in  all  the  districts  to  which  the  anthracite 
trade  of  the  United  States  and  Canada  extends.” 

William  Ellis,  special  representative  of  the 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  railroad,  was 
one  of  the  speakers  at  the  meeting.  He  said 
that  while  coal  was  carried  for  an  average  rate 
of  three  and  one-fourth  mills  per  ton.  no  other 
commodity  was  carried  by  the  railroads  for  less 
than  seven  and  one-half  mills  per  ton  per  mile. 


When  the  questions  of  demurrage  and  short 
weights  were  called  to  the  attention  of  Mr.  Ellis, 
and  the  dealers  claimed  that  their  protests  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  same  to  the  railroads  usually  went 
unheeded,  he  promised  to  do  what  he  could  for 
them  with  the  railroad  companies. 

Amalgamation  Was  Completed. 

Qiarles  Keith  of  Kansas  City,  representing  the 
Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  of  Kansas,  said  in  an 
address  before  the  meeting  that  the  railroads 
were  treating  the  coal  men  very  fairly.  As  a  big 
shipper  he  said  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  Esch- 
Townsend  bill,  introduced  in  the  last  session  of 
congress. 

Organization  of  the  new  association  was  ef¬ 
fected  by  the  almost  unanimous  agreement  of 
the  members  of  the  two  organizations,  under 
the  title  of  the  International  Council  of  Coal 
Merchants.  The  following  officers  were  elected : 
President,  William  F.  Endress,  Jamestown ;  vice- 
president,  Robert  Lake,  Jackson,  Mich. ;  treas¬ 
urer,  C.  A.  Cruikshank,  Hannibal.  Mo.;  secre¬ 
tary,  Wellington  M.  Bertolet,  Reading,  Pa. ; 
board  of  directors,  J.  C.  Hay,  Listowell.  Ont. ; 
C.  M.  Morse,  Winona,  Minn. ;  Frank  E.  Lukens. 
Chicago;  J.  Samuel  Smoot,  New  York"  city;  F. 
G.  Humphrey.  Waterbury,  Conn. ;  executive 
committee,  J.  S.  Smoot,  New  York  city;  Gard¬ 
ner  H.  Reeves,  Minneapolis,  and  B.  M.  Watts, 
Baltimore. 

No  place  for  holding  the  next  convention  was 
selected.  That  matter  was  left  to  the  board  of 
directors.  Before  departing  for  their  homes  the 
delegates  made  side  trips  to  Niagara  Falls  and 
other  points,  but  in  the  main  confined  themselves 
strictly  to  the  business  in  hand. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


R.  J.  Montgomery,  New  York  sales  agent  of 
the  Philadelpliia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  left 
Friday  of  la  t  week  for  Atlantic  City,  N.  j.,  to 
spend  over  Sunday  at  that  popular  resort,  return¬ 
ing  to  his  office  the  first  of  the  week. 

A.  B.  Harris,  of  Geo.  D.  llarrir,  &  Co.,  New 
York,  returned  last  week  from  his  vacation  in  the 
•Vdirondack  mountains  and  at  Lake  George,  where 
he  spent  five  weeks,  greatly  enjoying  his  trip. 
He  is  looking  remarkably  well  as  a  result  of  his 
outing. 

S.  B.  Elkins  Jr.,  general  manager  of  sales  of 
the  West  Virginia  Coal  Co.,  left  last  week_  for 
Morgantown,  W.  Va.,  to  inspect  the  mines  which 
are  located  at  that  point.  From  there  he  will  go 
to  Chicago,  111.,  on  a  business  trip.  He  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  return  the  latter  part  of  this  week. 

H.  L.  Herbert,  of  H.  L.  Herbert  &  Co.,  New 
York,  who  has  spent  the  past  three  months  visit¬ 
ing  France,  Holland,  Germany  and  the  British 
Isles,  returned  the  first  of  last  week,  greatly  re¬ 
freshed  by  the  trip  and  change  of  climate.  Mr. 
Herbert  goes  abroad  very  frequently,  having  in¬ 
terests  there  which  take  him  over  almost  every 
year. 

P.  B,  Heilner,  general  sales  agent  of  the  Lehigh 
&  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.,  at  New  York,  returned 
on  Tuesday  of  this  week  from  a  brief  vacation 
spent  at  Atlantic  City,  the  popular  resort  for  the 
Philade.phia  coal  trade,  accompanied  by  his  wife. 
It  is  not  often  Mr.  Heilner  gets  away  from  busi¬ 
ness,  though  he  enjoys  an  occasional  trip  of  short 
duraltion. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Susque¬ 
hanna  Coal  Co.,  the  Summit  Branch  Mining  Co., 
the  Lykens  Valley  Coal  Co.  and  the  Mineral  Rail¬ 
road  Mining  Co.,  held  at  the  general  offices  of  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad,  Philadelphia,  on  Friday  of 
last  week,  William  A.  Patton,  assistant  to  Pres¬ 
ident  Cassatt,  was  elected  a  director  to  succeed 
the  late  Gen.  Isaac  J.  Wistar. 

The  Maryland  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  Balti¬ 
more,  announces  that  it  has  appointed  Sloan, 
Howell  &  Co.,  Inc.,  Harrison  building,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  agents  for  the  sale  of  its  coal  and  coke  in 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania  east  of  the  Susquehan¬ 
na  river.  B.  N.  Cole  will  be  sales  manager.  The 
company  also  has  appointed  J.  Frank  Brown 
shipping  and  sales  agent  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  with 
offices  at  53  Commercial  row. 

Charles  L.  Hatch,  a  vessel  broker  in  the  coal 
trade  of  New  York  harbor  for  the  past  twenty- 
five  years  and  popularly  known  in  this  class  of 
business,  died  on  Tuesday  of  last  week  from 
typhoid  fever  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years. 
Mr.  Hatch  had  always  been  in  good  health  and 
it  was  seldom  he  was  away  from  business  duties 
until  the  attack  of  fever  confined  him  to  his  home. 
He  succumbed  after  a  short  illness.  The  funeral 
services  were  private. 

S.  T.  Peters,  member  of  the  firm  of  Williams 
&  Peters,  New  York,  returned  home  on  the 
steamship  St.  Paul  on  Saturday  last,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  Mrs.  Peters  and  daughter.  They  had  an 
opportunity  on  their  return  trip  to  get  a  good 
view  of  the  icebergs  which  lay  in  the  steamer’s 
track.  These  were  very  large  and  unusual  for 
this  time  of  the  year.  Mr.  Peters  has  been  abroad 
touring  Europe  practically  all  summer,  and  says 
he  is  feeling  fine  and  ready  to  resume  his  busi¬ 
ness  duties. 

Robert  C.  Hill,  vice-president  of  Madeira,  Hill 
&  Co.,  New  York,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Hill  and 
a  gentleman  friend  and  his  wife,  left  on  Thursday 
of  last  week  for  the  hunting  reservation  of  the 
Keepawa  club,  which  is  located  in  Pontiac  county, 
Quebec,  Canada,  where  they  will  remain  for  about 
five  weeks  as  the  guests  of  the  club.  In  order  to 
obtain  the  full  benefit  of  the  climate  and  enjoy 
the  novelty  of  camp  life,  they  will  take  up  their 
quarters  in  a  tent,  ail  of  which  has  been  previously 
arranged  to  insure  every  comfort  and  pleasure. 

The  Penfield  Coal  Co.,  of  South  Bethlehem, 
Pa.,  announces  that  it  has  established  a  branch 
sales  office  at  78  State  street,  Steefel  building. 


Albany,  N.  Y.,  for  the  benefit  of  the  eastern  New 
York  and  New  England  trade,  with  W.  B.  Vernoy 
in  charge  as  New  England  manager.  'I'he  com¬ 
pany  since  entering  the  coal  trade  has  developed 
a  large  business  in  the  line  and  New  York  har¬ 
bor  trade  for  its  coal.  It  is  now  desirous  of  facil¬ 
itating  and  further  extending  this  trade  to  the 
eastern  line  points  by  establishing  offices  nearer 
to  that  territory. 

The  Evans  colliery  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa., 
which  has  been  idle  since  the  death  of  A.  S.  Van 
Wickle,  is  about  to  resume  operations  under  the 
superintendence  of  McClelland  &  Co.,  a  combina¬ 
tion  of  capital  from  the  Wyoming  region.  The 
company  comprises  a  number  of  practical  mining 
men.  Operations  will  be  resumed  as  .soon  as  the 
main  slope  has  been  pumped  out  and  the  outside 
improvements  have  been  made,  which  will  take 
about  three  months.  The  colliery  is  located  on 
the  Lehigh  Valley  railroad  and  company  head¬ 
quarters  are  at  present  in  Avoca,  Pa. 

An  Item  appearing  in  the  last  issue  of  The 
Black  Diamond  under  general  Eastern  Coal  and 
Coke  Notes,  referring  to  the  inspection  of  the 
plant  of  the  Latrobe-Connellsville  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.  by  eastern  manufacturers  who  were  enter¬ 
tained  by  President  A.  J.  Cassatt,  of  the  Penn- 
r.ylvasia  railroad,  was  an  error,  and  should  have 
read  Robert  K.  Cassatt,  who  is  president  of  the 
Latrobe-Connellsville  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  and  east¬ 
ern  manager  of  the  Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
at  Philadelphia.  He  entertained  the  party  as  his 
guests  instead  of  his  father. 

Henry  G.  Davis,  of  West  Virginia,  president 
of  the  Coal  &  Coke  railroad,  located  in  that  state, 
was  in  New  York  city  the  greater  part  of  last 
week  looking  after  his  personal  interests.  Mr. 
Davis  said  his  road  would  be  completed  in  about 
sixty  days,  when  it  would  commence  operations. 
The  line  extends  from  Elkins,  W.  Va.,  southwest 
to  Charleston,  and  will  be  largely  a  coal  carrying 
road,  for  which  provisions  are  now  being  made 
by  the  development  of  coal  properties  located  on 
this  line.  The  Davis  interests  own  large  tracts 
of  coal  land  in  that  section  and  a  sufficient  ton¬ 
nage  will  be  produced  in  time  for  the  operation 
of  the  road. 

The  filing  of  a  charter  in  Charleston,  W.  Va., 
a  week  ago  for  the  Crab  Orchard  Improvement 
Co.,  with  a  capital  of  $1,000,000,  indicates  that  C. 
J.  Wittenberg,  of  New  York,  has  acquired  very 
valuable  additional  coal  lands  in  the  New  River 
basin  that  will  make  his  interests  the  largest  m 
that  territory.  He  is  president  of  the  new  com¬ 
pany,  and  like  he  does  with  all  his  other  inter¬ 
ests,  undoubtedly  will  control  it.  The  property 
to  be  taken  over  by  the  above  company  belonged 
to  the  Crab  Orchard  Land  Co.,  and  is  splendidly 
located  in  the  New  River  region,  having  connec¬ 
tion  with  both  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  and  Deep¬ 
water  railroads  for  transportation  both  east  and 
west.  The  tract,  which  has  been  in  the  control 
of  local  capitalists  for  many  years,  amounts  to 
10,000  acres,  entirely  underlaid  with  New  River 
coal,  wliich  makes  this  a  most  desirable  purchase 
by  reason  of  the  enormous  tonnage  that  can  be 
produced  from  it. 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  railway’s  annual 
report  last  week  shows  a  large  gain  in  income,  in¬ 
cluding  that  from  the  constituent  Philadelphia  & 
Reading  railroad  and  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading 
Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  the  gross  earnings  amounting  to 
$80,561,157,  an  increase  of  $3,520,902  over  1903-4. 
Net  earnings  increased  $2,303,973.  The  receipts  of 
the  coal  company  for  the  year  aggregated  $36,099,- 
419;  expenses,  $32,035,950;  net  earnings,  $4,063,- 
468.  The  tonnage  of  anthracite  hauled  increased 
from  11,324,624  tons  in  1903-4  to  12,029,495  tons 
in  1904-5,  a  gain  of  704,835  tons,  or  6.22  per  cent. 
The  bituminous  increased  from  8,059,243  tons 
to  9,184,421  tons,  a  gain  of  1,125,178  tons,  or  13.96 
per  cent.  The  revenue  from  coal  increased  from 
$15,921,800  to  $17,163,351,  a  gain  of  $1,241,551,  or 
7.80  per  cent.  Concerning  the  coal  company  the 
report  says :  “The  total  anthracite  production 
from  lands  owned  and  leased  was  11,057,742  tons, 
an  increase  of  646,893  tons  over  the  production  of 
the  previous  year,  or  a  gain  of  6.2  per  cent.  The 


increase  in  production  of  the  whole  anthracite  re¬ 
gion  for  the  year  ended  June  thirtieth,  1905,  was 
about  3.9  per  cent,  as  compared  with  the  year 
previous.  The  coal  purchased  aggregated  1,184,- 
349  tons,  a  decrease  of  204,185  tons,  or  14.7  per 
cent,  ahd  the  sales  amounted  to  10,312,223  tons, 
an  increase  of  554,083  tons,  or  5.7  per  cent  over 
the  previous  year.  The  cost  of  coal  mined  and 
purchased  during  the  year  was  2.7  cents  less"  per 
ton  than  for  the  previous  year,  and  the  price  re¬ 
alized  on  all  sizes  was  9.7  cents  per  ton  less,  mak¬ 
ing  a  total  decrease  in  the  net  amount  realized  of 
seven  cents  per  ton,  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  The  total  sum  charged  to  expenses,  for 
improvements  during  the  year  was  $1,730,974,  as 
against  $1,273,035  for  the  previous  year.  The  in¬ 
crease  of  receipts  of  the  company  from  the  sale 
of  anthracite  over  the  previous  fiscal  year  was 
$993,613.  The  rece  pts,  however,  from  the  -ale 
of  bituminous  coal  and  from  other  sources  were 
$145,367  less,  making  the  increase  of  total  gross 
receipts  only  $848,248  in  1904-5,  as  compared  with 
1903-4.  The  increase  of  expenses  amounted  to 
$1,320,981.  The  report  also  announces  that  the 
Reading  company  owns  $1,000,000  of  Lehigh  Val¬ 
ley  stock. 

The  wedding  of  Miss  Isabel  Halstead  Palmer, 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sidney  Doane  Palmer, 
of  New  Brighton,  Staten  Island,  to  C.  P.  Mor¬ 
rell,  general  sales  agent  of  the  Penn  Gas  CoaHCo., 
Philadelphia,  was  celebrated  at  Christ's  church. 
New  Brighton,  on  Wednesday,  September  twen¬ 
ty-seventh.  The  groom’s  sister.  Miss  Blanche  A. 
Morrell,  and  Mrs.  Frederick  D.  Palmer,  a  sister- 
in-law  of  the  bride,  were  the  bridesmaids,  and 
Miss  Helen  Wheeler  was  maid  of  honor.  Robert 
B.  Morrell,  brother  of  the  groom,  was  best  man, 
and  the  ushers  were  P.  E.  Morrell,  F.  D.  Palmer, 
E.  A.  Knapp,  C.  E.  McWilliams,  R.  G.  Bucholz, 
all  of  New  'York,  and  Horace  B.  Tobin,  of  Tren¬ 
ton,  N.  J.  There  was  a  profusion  of  flowers  dec¬ 
orating  the  church  at  the  service.  Following  the 
wedding  the  newly  married  couple  left  for  a  trip 
to  the  Adirondack  mountains.  On  their  return 
they  will  reside  at  Germantown,  Philadelphia, 
where  a  beautiful  home  has  been  established. 

Notice  was  issued  during  the  week  by  the 
managers  of  the  West  Virginia  Central  and  West¬ 
ern  Maryland  railroad  purchase  syndicate  that  the 
termination  of  the  syndicate  wiU  take  place  on 
October  sixteenth  next,  and  the  basis  of  final  dis¬ 
tribution  will  be  as  follows :  For  each  $1,000  of 
syndicate  subscription  fully  paid,  subscribers  will 
gel  $500  in  general  lien  and  convertible  bonds  of 
the  Western  Maryland  railroad,  with  coupon  in¬ 
terest,  maturing  April  first,  1906,  and  $750  of  the 
company  stock.  The  West  Virginia  Central  and 
Western  Maryland  syndicate  has  thus  accom¬ 
plished  the  unification  of  the  following  proper¬ 
ties  :  Western  Maryland  railroad.  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  Central  &  Pittsburg  railway.  Piedmont  & 
Cumberland  railway  and  a  number  of  subsidiary 
companies.  The  syndicate  managers  were  com¬ 
posed  of  Gov.  Myron  T.  Herrick,  of  Ohio;  Jo¬ 
seph  Ramsey  Jr.,  of  the  Wabash  road;  Howard 
Gould,  Winslow  S.  Pierce,  Edward  W.  Fuller  and 
Alvin  W.  Kreck,  of  New  York. 

Smith,  Lineaweaver  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia, 
are  about  to  open  an  office  at  No.  1  Broadway, 
New  York  city.  The  company  has  been  delayed 
in  locating  in  this  building,  as  no  offices  were  va¬ 
cated,  but  now  holds  option  on  room  285.  While 
the  company  is  comparatively  a  new  organization, 
having  its  inception  a  little  over  a  year  ago,  it 
has  become  a  factor  in  the  Philadelphia  market, 
where  a  considerable  business  has  been  developed 
on  its  anthracite  and  bituminous  coals.  P.  E. 
Morrell  has  been  appointed  New  York  sales  agent 
and  will  be  in  charge  of  the  office  when  ready  for 
occupancy.  Mr.  Morrell  is  a  son  of  George  M. 
Morrell,  president  of  the  Port  Johnstown  Towing 
Co.,  who  has  another  son  in  the  coal  business. 
He  is  a  graduate  of  Princeton  university'  in  the 
class  of  1904,  and  is  full  of  ambition  and  ener^ 
to  make  his  debut  in  the  trade  a  success.  The 
officers  of  the  company  are:  C.  Ross  Smith, 
president;  Henry  H.  Lineaweaver,  vice-presi¬ 
dent;  Harry  Hudson  Smith,  secretary  and  treas¬ 
urer.  They  were  all  formerly  identified  with 
Madeira  Hill  &  Co. 
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Scope  of  Operators’  Meet  At  Chicago. 

Written  by  S.  Stewart  Miller,  Owensboro,  Ky. 


When  individuals  attempt  to  discuss  a  question 
they  do  not  understand,  or  a  newspaper  comes 
out  with  a  statement,  based  upon  information 
furnished  by  irresponsible  people,  or  _  gathered 
from  sources  not  reliable,  the  question  dealt 
with  is  apt  to  become  somewhat  involved,  and, 
if  the  subject  is  one  of  importance,  very  grave 
consequences  may  ensue  to  the  serious  injury, 
not  only  of  the  parties  immediately  affected,  but 
to  the  detriment  of  the  public  generally,  whereas, 
had  facts  been  adhered  to  the  matter  would  not 
call  for  more  than  passing  notice.  At  the  pres¬ 
ent  moment  the  “coal  industry”  is  a  subject  very 
much  to  the  front.  Operators  and  miners  in  both 
the  anthracite  and  bituminous  fields  are  coming 
in  for  much  unnecessary,  and  not  altogether 
pleasant^  attention.  My  sole  object  in  adding 
to  the  already  overdone  subject  is  with  the  hope 
of,  in  some  measure,  clearing  the  atmosphere. 

The  press  throughout  the  country  is  paying  a 
great  deal  of  attention  to  John  Mitchell,  the  na¬ 
tional  president  of  the  U.  M.  W.  of  A.,  who  has 
for  some  weeks  past,  by  his  presence  in  the  an¬ 
thracite  fields,  been  doing  his  utmost  to  strength¬ 
en  and  build  up  the  organization  he  so  ably 
represents.  And  why  should  he  not  do  so  ?  More 
especial  attention  is  attracted  to  him  at  this  time 
because  the  award  of  the  commission  under 
which  the  anthracite  miners  are  now  working 
terminates  on  the  thirty-first  of  March  next,  and 
naturally  every  one  having  any  interest  in  the 
matter  is  on  the  qui  vive  as  to  what  will  be  the 
next  move.  When  all  is  said  and  done,  however, 
John  Mitchell  is  not  doing  anything  extraordinary 
or  unusual.  He  is  merely  doing  what,  as  the 
head  of  the  organization  he  represents,  it  is 
natural  to  suppose  he  would  do,  and  if  the 
press  would  confine  itself  to  reporting  to  the 
public  just  what  John  Mitchell  does  say,  as  he 
proceeds  on  his  way,  instead  of  putting  words 
into  his  mouth  he  never  utters,  words  that  those 
who  know  the  man  know  he  would  not  utter; 
if  people  would  not  misinterpret  and  miscon¬ 
strue  what  he  says  a  great  deal  of  the  disquiet 
he  has  so  unwittingly  caused  would  have  been 
avoided. 

Where  Misrepresentation  Occurs. 

If  those  who  are  interested  in  this  question 
will  read  the  speech  John  Mitchell  really  did 
make  at  “Shamokin,”  which  speech  is  reported 
verbatim  in  the  United  Mine  Workers’  Journal 
of  the  date  of  the  twenty-first  of  September,  they 
will  find  that  John  Mitchell  has  been  grossly, 
and  to  all  appearance,  maliciously  misquoted,  or 
to  say  the  least  of  it,  sadly  misunderstood.  On 
the  front  page  of  the  Cincinnati  Enquirer  of  the 
twenty-fifth  inst.  a  special  dispatch,  dated  Pitts¬ 
burg,  Pa.,  September  twenty-fourth,  appears  un¬ 
der  these  head  lines: 

EXTINCTION 
OF  THE  MINERS’  UNION 
PLANNED  BY  HUGE  COMBINE  OF  COAL 
OPERATORS. 

MEETING  IS  FIXED  AT  CHICAGO  IN  NO¬ 
VEMBER 

TO  PREPARE  FOR  THE  BIGGEST  KNOCK¬ 
OUT  IN  HISTORY. 

BITUMINOUS  AND  ANTHRACITE  MEN 
UNITE. 

THE  DEMANDS  OF  MITCHELL  WILL  BE 
REJECTED. 

MINES  ARE  TO  BE  CLOSED  TO 
CRUSH  THE  UNITED  WORKERS  OR 
FORCE  A  BIG  CUT. 

Every  line  was  printed  under  a  total  misap¬ 
prehension  of  what  John  Mitchell  has  said,  and 
on  an  equally  false  and  mistaken  understanding 
as  to  the  nature  and  object  of  the  meeting  of 
bituminous  coal  operators  to  be  held  in  Chicago 
in  November.  On  this  subject  I  speak  with 
knowledge. 

Some  twelve  months  ago  the  commissioners 
and  secretaries  of  the  various  bituminous  coal 
operators’  associations  formed  themselves  into 
an  association  for  the  purpose,  to  quote  their 
constitution  :  “The  purposes  for  which  this  asso¬ 
ciation  is  formed  are  to  improve  and  simplify 
the  method  of  adjusting  the  disputes  arising  be¬ 


tween  employers  and  employes  in  the  coal  min 
ing  industry;  of  assisting  the  coal  operators  these 
commissioners  represent,  in  obtaining  and  main¬ 
taining  their  just  rights  and  of  assisting  in  every 
way  possible  to  promote  and  advance  the  inter¬ 
ests  they  represent.” 

In  the  month  of  August  last  this  body  held  one 
of  its  ordinary  meetings  in  Columbus,  Ohio.  In 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  U.  M.»  W.  of  A.  is 
constantly  growing  in  strength  the  commissioners 
at  this  Columbus  meeting  decided  that  the  time 
had  arrived  when  the  bituminous  operators 
throughout  the  country  ought  to  follow  in  the 
foot-steps  of  the  miners  and  form  a  National 
Federation  of  Bituminous  Coal  Operators  for  de¬ 
fensive  purposes,  and  as  a  preliminary  to  this 
end,  they  decided  by  resolution  (as  follows)  to 
issue  a  call  for  a  meeting: 

What  Meeting  Contemplates. 

“Whereas  there  exists  a  present  necessity  for 
the  bituminous  coal  mine  owners  of  the  country 
entering  into  closer  relations  for  the  protection 
of  their  interests  and  the  betterment  of  the  coal 
industry,  therefore,  be  it 

“Resolved,  by  the  commissioners  and  secre¬ 
taries  of  coal  operators  associations,  that  a  meet¬ 
ing  be,  and  is  hereby  called.  Said  meeting  to 
be  held  in  the  city  of  Chicago  November  twenty- 
second,  1905.  The  basis  of  representation  to  be 
four  delegates  from  each  district,  and  one  addi¬ 
tional  delegate  for  each  million  tons  of  coal 
produced  in  excess  of  four  million  tons  per 
annum;  and  be  it  further 

“Resolved,  that  the  officers  of  this  association 
are  hereby  instructed  to  confer  immediately  with 
the  officers  of  all  bituminous  coal  operators’  as¬ 
sociations  with  the  end  in  view  of  arranging  all 
preliminaries  for  the  proposed  conference  of 
coal  operators.” 

The  one  and  only  object  the  commissioners 
have  in  view,  the  one  end  for  which  they  are 
striving,  is  to  insure  and  maintain  lasting  peace 
between  employer  and  employe.  They  believe 
peace  can  best  be  maintained  by  each  side  meet¬ 
ing  on  an  equal  footing.  They  believe  that  lasting 
peace  can  only  be  maintained  by  each  side  being 
thoroughly  organized;  by  each  side  respecting 
the  rights  and  realizing  the  power  of  the  other 
side.  They  think  that  at  the  present  time  the 
operators  having'  only  state  associations,  while 
the  miners  have  not  only  state  but  a  national 
organization,  are  at  a  disadvantage.  They  be¬ 
lieve  that  for  the  benefit  of  both  the  two  sides 
should  be  placed  on  a  more  equal  footing.  It 
is  true  that  I,  as  the  commissioner  of  the  West¬ 
ern  Kentucky  Coal  Operators’  Association,  ques¬ 
tioned  the  wisdom  of  holding  such  a  meeting  at 
this  particular  time,  fearing  that  it  would  be 
misconstrued,  and  that  it  might  have  opposite 
to  the  desired  effect,  and  I,  therefore,  voted 
against  it. 

Peace  Is  Main  Desideratum. 

To  sum  up  the  situation  not  one  word  has  been 
uttered  by  those  who  are  responsible  for  the 
calling  of  the  meeting,  so  prominently  heralded, 
that  could  in  any  conceivable  way  be  twisted  into 
the  idea  that  any  one  proposed  or  contemplated 
a  movement  for  the  extinction  of  the  miners’ 
organization.  On  the  contrary  those  responsible 
for  the  calling  of  the  meeting  are  all  agreed 
that  lasting  peace  can  only  be  maintained  by  each 
side  being  thoroughly  organized.  It  is  true  that 
almost  every  agreement  between  the  various 
operators’  associations  and  their  miners  expires 
on  the  thirty-first  of  March  next,  and  that  earnest 
efforts  must  be  and  will  be  made  to  consum¬ 
mate  new  agreements.  There  is  nothing  unusual 
in  all  this.  Exactly  the  same  work  has  to  be 
done  and  has  been  successfully  and  peaceably 
done  in  the  bituminous  region  these  many  years, 
and  there  is  no  good  reason  to  suppose  for  one 
moment  that  what  has  been  so  successfully  done 
in  the  past  can  not  be  equally  well  done  in  the 
future.  On  the  contrary,  if  there  is  any  strength 
of  purpose  or  stability  about  what  is  so  often 
referred  to  as  the  “Joint  movement”  it  stands  to 
reason  that  each  year  fear  and  danger  of  trouble 
and  difficulties  ought  to  become  less,  because, 
as  each  side  learns  more  of  the  other  a  settle¬ 


ment  equitable  to  both  parties  should  be  more 
easy  of  accomplishment,  and  so  long  as  busi¬ 
ness  principles  arc  followed ;  so  long  as  each 
side  is  willing  (as  they  have  been  in  the  past) 
to  meet  the  varying  trade  conditions,  there  is  no 
good  reason  why  the  future  should  be  looked 
forward  to  with  alarm.  If,  however,  the  day 
should  come  when  the  operator  refuses  in  times 
of  prosperity  to  share  that  prosperity  with  the 
miners,  or  if  the  day  should  come  when  the 
mhiers  refuse  to  accept  the  signs  of  the  times 
and  listen  to  reason,  in  that  case  t'ne  time  wdll 
verily  have  come  when  war  may  be  expected 
and  properly  declared.  In  the  meantime  let 
commonsense  prevail. 


Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

Reported  by  W.  W.  Baltic  &  Co.,  ship  and 
steamship  brokers.  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York;  Since  our  last  report  steamer  Marthara, 
2,519  tons  register,  has  been  chartered  to  load  coal 
at  Philadelphia  for  Tampico  at  $1.85,  and  the 
steamer  Plerman  Wcdel  Jarlsberg,  1,940  tons 
register,  to  load  coal  at  Norfolk  for  St.  Lucia  at 
$2.15,  these  charters  giving  an  idea  of  freight  rates 
now  current. 

Tonnage  still  continues  to  be  very  scarce,  not 
only  for  September,  but  also  for  October  loading, 
and  the  general  impression  is  that  present  condi¬ 
tions  will  continue  un’il  December,  when  it  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  boats  desiring  to  load  grain  in  the  gulf 
will  shade  present  quotations  outward  on  coal  to 
Cuba  and  Mexico. 

The  far  east  market  is  firmer,  but  there  :s  no 
demand  for  tonnage  to  Brazilian  and  River  Plate 
ports,  and  shippers  of  coal  to  Mediterranean  ports 
can  not  compete  with  Cardiff  at  present  quotations 
from  the  states. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows :  $1.50@1.60  to  Havana  or  Matanzas ; 

$2.00@2.25  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua ;  $1.80(gil.90  to 
Cienfuegos;  $1.90@2.00  to  Daiquiri;  $1.60@1.TO 
to  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $2.00  to  St.  Thomas; 
$2.15  to  St.  Lucia;  $2.10  to  Barbadoes;  $1.50@ 
$1.60  to  Kingston;  $1.80@2.00  to  Colon;  $2.75  to 
Demerara;  $1.60  and  p.  c.  to  Curacao;  $1.65@1.70 
to  Bermuda ;  $1.85  to  toVera  Cruz ;  $1.85  to  Tampi¬ 
co;  10s  6d@lls  6d  to  Buenos  Ayres;  11s  6d@12s 
6d  to  Rosario;  11s  6d@12s  6d  to  Rio;  12s  6d@13s 
6d  to  Santos;  10s  6d@lls  *d  to  a  direct  port  in  the 
Mediterranean,  not  east  of  the  west  coast  of  Italy, 
Spain  excluded;  $4.50@5.00  and  discharged  to 
Rlanila;  $4.75@5.00  to  Japanese  ports. 


Discontinue  Shippers’  Ass’n. 

i 

It  was  decided  to  discontinue  the  Coal  Ship¬ 
pers’  association  of  Chicago  at  a  meeting  held 
on  Thursday  of  this  week,  owing  to  lack  of  in¬ 
terest  on  the  part  of  the  wholesale  trade  of  the 
city.  The  attendance  at  this  meeting  was  rather 
limited,  and  those  who  have  been  keeping  this 
organization  alive  through  the  expenditure  of 
large  sums  of  money  and  personal  effort,  de¬ 
cided  they  could  do  so  no  longer.  The  affairs 
of  the  association  will  be  liquidated  and  the 
office  in  the  Old  Colony  building  will  be  closed. 

Much  regret  is  expressed  by  coal  shippers, 
due  to  the  lack  of  interest,  owing  to  the  belief 
that  is  prevalent,  that  this  winter  will  see  many 
problems  pertaining  to  the  transportation,  which 
could  be  corrected,  or  partly  so,  through  the 
existence  of  such  an  organization.  Those  who 
were  interested  in  the  association  and  who  at¬ 
tended  the  meeting  have  done  all  they  could  to 
keep  it  alive.  So  far  as  they  are  concerned,  no 
further  effort  will  be  made  in  this  direction. 


Iowa  To  Elect  Delegates, 

John  P.  Reese,  secretary  of  the  Iowa  Coal  Ope¬ 
rators’  Association,  has  sent  out  notices  to  the 
members  of  this  organization  that  a  special  meet¬ 
ing  will  be  held  at  the  Savory  Hotel,  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  on  Tuesday,  October  tenth,  at  1:30  p.  m., 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  advisability  of 
sending  delegates  to  the  national  meeting  of  ojn- 
rators  to  be  held  at  Chicago  on  November  twenty- 
second.  Indiana  has  already  elected  its  delegates 
to  this  meeting,  and  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the 
Iowa  Coal  Operators’  Association  will  also  select 
its  delegation  at  that  time. 
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In  the  Field  of  the  'Retailer. 

Written  by  the  Yard  Manager. 


Contract  making  in  the  retail  trade  is  generally 
a  source  of  annoyance  to  the  merchant. 

There  are  so  many  phases  to  this  class  of  busi¬ 
ness  before  the  contract  is  finally  drawn  up  that 
it  requires  close  attention  and  sometimes  even 
more  important  qualities. 

Many  dealers  who  sell  steam  coal  keep  thor- 
oitghly  in  touch  with  market  conditions  and  when 
they  have  a  customer  who  desires  to  obligate  him¬ 
self  for  a  yearly  supply,  obtain  prices  from  the 
shipi)ers  of  that  coal  on  which  they  base  the 
figures  they  make  to  the  consumer. 

This  seems  to  be  about  the  most  rational  plan 
that  can  be  followed. 

There  is  only  one  point  in  connection  with  it, 
however,  which  is  likely  to  be  a  source  of  trouble. 
Too  many  dealers  do  not  take  into  account  the 
fact  that  if  a  shipper  makes  a  price  for  a  certain 
tonnage  of  coal  and  the  contract  is  not  closed 
(ill  six  or  seven  weeks  later,  that  shipper  is  not 
likely  to  accept  the  business  at  the  original 
figures.  In  the  meantime,  possibly,  the  price  of 
coal  has  advanced.  The  shipper,  knowing  that 
he  has  not  obligated  himself,  feels  that  he  is  en¬ 
titled  to  take  advantage  of  the  advance.  And 
rightly  he  should  take  advantage  of  it.  He  is  in 
business  for  profit  as  well  as  the  retailer. 

A  dealer  confronted  by  these  conditions  should 
either  secure  an  option  from  the  shipper  for  the 
required  tonnage  of  coal  covering  thirty  or  sixty 
days,  protecting  himself  against  any  prospective 
price  advances,  or  before  closing  the  contract 
with  the  consumers,  if  there  have  been  long  de¬ 
lays,  should  obtain  new  quotations  from  the  ship¬ 
ping  company  in  writing. 

By  following  either  course  he  will  fully  pro¬ 
tect  himself  against  prospective  troubles  and  can 
feel  safe  in  going  ahead  and  making  his  deal  with 
the  consumer. 

Difficulty  in  Closing  Contracts. 

Retail  merchants  sometimes  have  difficulty  in 
closing  contracts  with  their  customers.  The  lat¬ 
ter,  after  obtaining  a  price  for  5,000  or  10,000 
tons  of  coal,  will  endeavor  to  evade  the  issue  by 
placing  an  order  with  the  dealer  for  a  much  less 
amount,  at  the  same  price  as  was  named  in  the 
contract. 

No  dealer  who  has  any  respect  for  business 
principles  should  accept  business  placed  with  him 
under  these  circumstances.  He  should  refuse  to 
deliver  coal  at  these  figures,  if  the  proposed  con¬ 
tract  price  is  lower  than  his  regular  figures  for 
delivering  in  such  quantities. 

A  consumer  buying  from  a  retailer  when  he 
makes  such  a  proposition  is  avoiding  the  issue. 
He  has  taken  advantage  of  a  situation,  based  on 
the  assumption  that  he  would  purchase  5,000  or 
10,000  tons  of  coal,  to  get  a  wholesale  price, 
when  as  a  matter  of  fact  he  is  only  buying  a  few 
hundred  tons,  and  leaves  himself  free  to  purchase 
in  the  open  market  the  remainder  of  the  quantity 
desired. 

In  such  a  situation  the  dealer  can  very  easily 
refuse  to  deliver  coal  at  the  proposed  contract 
business,  on  the  ground  that  the  latter  was  made 
with  the  distinct  understanding  that  it  vvas  to 
cover  a  certain  tonnage,  and  that  if  it  did  not 
cover  that  tonnage,  the  dealer  could  not  pur¬ 
chase  at  as  low  figures,  consequently  could  not 
sell  as  cheaply. 

There  are  consumers  who  are  always  looking 
for  the  best  of  a  bargain.  They  are  the  ones  who 
adopt  just  such  methods  as  those  outlined.  In 
dealing  with  them,  if  they  do  not  sign  a  contract, 
the  retailer  should  ask  them  from  ten  to  twenty- 
five  cents  more  per  ton  than  he  would  under  con¬ 
tract. 

Alany  dealers  in  making  contracts  for  a  large 
tonnage  of  coal  figure  their  prospective  profits 
too  closely,  and  therefore  do  not  make  anywhere 
near  the  sum  of  money  out  of  this  business  that 
a  pencil  and  paper  deftly  handled  would  show 
them  might  be  made. 

Profit  Usually  Too  Small. 

The  common  plan  is  to  add  to  the  wholesale 
price,  the  freight  rate  to  the  retail  yard,  ten  cents 
for  unloading,  the  cartage  charge  and  ten  or  fif¬ 
teen  cents  for  profit. 


This  does  not  permit  of  any  margin. 

'I'here  are  many  circumstances  which  may  come 
up  during  the  course  of  a  year  which  will  change 
the  whole  proposition  into  one  of  loss. 

The  coal  merchant,  for  instance,  does  not  al¬ 
ways  get  all  the  coal  wlrch  he  buys. 

In  the  summer  months  there  is  a  shrinkage  in 
weight  due  to  evaporation,  it  may  not  be  ex¬ 
cessive  on  a  carload  of  coal,  but  remember  a 
profit  of  only  ten  or  lifteen  cents  a  ton  leaves  you 
only  a  margin  of  $3  or  $4.50  per  car  to  work  upon. 

'1  hen  there  is  the  loss  through  breakage  and 
handling.  If  the  coal  happens  to  be  a  poor  car 
with  an  unusually  large  amount  of  screenings, 
and  the  contract  calls  for  lump,  egg  or  nut 
product,  the  increased  proportion  of  screenings 
will  reduce  the  profit  to  nothing  or  resu.t  in  the 
merchant  selling  his  coal  for  less  than  he  paid  for 
it. 

Another  source  of  loss  in  connection  with  con¬ 
tract  business  is  in  the  matter  of  weighing  on 
wagons.  Frequently  the  bookkeeper  or  weigh- 
niaster  is  careless  about  weight  and  the  load  con¬ 
tains  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  pounds  more  than 
is  paid  for.  The  result  is  that  the  profit  here 
again  is  nearly  wiped  out. 

All  these  working  together  swell  the  total  of 
losses  and  coal  therefore  nets  the  dealer  less 
than  he  paid  for' it.  These -conditions,  of  course, 
are  predicated  on  the  assumption  that  the  coal  is 
being  unloaded  from  cars  and  delivered  to  con¬ 
sumers  by  wagon. 

Other  Sources  cf  Loss. 

If  the  dealer  has  a  steam  contract  where  he 
can  consign  the  loaded  cars  to  the  side  track  of 
the  buyer  and  permit  him  to  do  the  unloading, 
the  situation  is  somewhat  different. 

In  addition  to  the  sources  of  loss  already  men¬ 
tioned,  there  are  others  which  the  average  retail 
merchant  does  not  always  take  into  considera¬ 
tion. 

In  the  hazard  of  business  there  are  always  some 
losses  through  bad  accounts. 

Can  you  tell,  Mr.  Coal  Alerchant,  what  propor¬ 
tion  of  your  accounts  last  year  were  bad  and  what 
percentage  this  represented  of  the  total  volume 
of  business? 

If  you  have  never  figured  this  up,  you  do  not 
know  exactly  what  your  business  represents  in 
such  losses.  You  can  not  do  a  retail  business 
long  if  you  do  not  ascertain  this  fact  for  several 
years,  and  count  upon  such  a  proportion  of  losses 
each  succeeding  year. 

It  is  true  that  the  larger  steam  contractors  for 
coal  do  not  represent  the  same  hazard  as  to  losses 
through  bad  credits  as  the  ordinary  householder. 
Nevertheless,  when  loss  is  sustained  on  a  steam 
contract  it  is  generally  of  ample  proportions,  and 
it  will  take  away  the  profit  on  a  whole  season  in 
the  contract  trade. 

No  business  man  is  safe  who  does  not  count 
the  cost  of  granting  credit. 

Then  there  are  other  losses  which  must  be 
taken  into  consideration.  A  dishonest  cashier  or 
a  profligate  salesman  may  wipe  out  the  profit  on 
a  thousand  tons  of  this  coal,  if  the  margin  be¬ 
tween  cost  and  sales  price  is  narrow. 

It  is  true  that  such  losses  do  not  occur  fre¬ 
quently,  but  unless  some  preparation  is  made  for 
them  in  the  shape  of  a  sinking  fund  for  making 
them  good  when  they  do  occur,  the  merchant  will 
come  out  wrong  on  his  profit  balance. 

Such  items  must  not  be  overlooked.  They 
should  be  distributed  through  every  branch'of  the 
business  wlrch  has  an  earning  power  when  they 
do  occur. 

What  Profit  Should  Be  Made. 

In  view  of  all  the  sources  through  which  loss 
may  occur,  it  must  be  evident  that  the  retail  mer¬ 
chant  who  does  contract  business  on  a  narrow 
margin  of  profit  is  running  a  considerable  risk. 
He  should  make  at  least  a  net  profit  of  twenty- 
five  cents  a  ton  over  the  cost  of  the  coal  on  his 
side-track,  the  expense  of  unloading,  and  the  cart¬ 
age  to  destination.  Then  in  many  instances  he 
will  not  always  come  out  with  a  profit. 


If  he  can  make  a  profit  of  thirty-five  to  fifty 
cents  a  ton  over  the  items  mentioned  he  will  come 
much  closer  to  conrng  out  even. 

But  on  a  margin  of  ten  or  fifteen  cents  a  ton, 
he  will  more  often  sustain  a  loss  than  have  a 
profit  on  the  right  side  of  the  ledger. 

Contracts  between  retailers  and  consumers 
should  be  as  carefully  drawn  as  between  producer 
and  retailer  or  shipper  and  retailer. 

They  should  contain  the  usual  provisions  that 
they  qre  to  be  null  and  void,  in  event  of  a  strike 
at  the  mines,  delays  or  interruptions  to  transpor¬ 
tation  through  the  acts  of  God,  etc.,  in  order  that 
the  retail  merchant  may  guarantee  himself  the 
same  protection  which  the  man  from  whom  he 
buys  coal  reserves  for  himself. 

At  this  time,  with  strike  talk  looming  up  large 
on  the  horizon,  there  is  every  reason  why  the 
dealer  should  protect  himself  on  this  point  on 
contracts  which  run  after  April  first. 

Under  no  circumstances  should  the  retailer 
permit  the  consumer  to  influence  him  to  deviate 
from  this  rule.  Just  at  the  time  when  the  dealer 
least  expects  it  he  may  find  that  all  the  mines  are 
closed  down  in  the  field  from  which  he  receives 
his  supply  of  coal,  and  he  has  no  alternative  but 
to  pay  the  penalty  for  violating  h  s  obligation, 
which  generally  means  loss  through  damage  suits. 

In  many  other  respects  the  contract  should  be 
most  carefully  drawn.  There  are  many  points 
to  be  considered,  and  unless  the  dealer  has  a  form 
of  contract  which  has  been  passed  upon  by  the 
courts  he  ought  to  secure  the  services  of  a  rep¬ 
utable  attorney. 

Should  Have  Attorney  Draw  Contract. 

1  make  this  suggestion  because  the  form  of  con¬ 
tract  which  might  be  binding  under  the  laws  of 
Illinois  would  not  in  New  York.  Local  con¬ 
ditions  make  it  impossible  to  suggest  a  blanket 
contract  wliich  would  be  valid  ’.n  every  state. 
Some  statutory  technicality  might  void  it,  and  if 
the  dealer  makes  a  contract  he  ought  to  be  certain 
that  it  is  binding  on  him  and  on  his  customer,  so 
that  there  can  be  no  reasonable  dispute  about  it 
in  the  future. 

The  form  for  a  good  contract  can  be  secured 
from  an  attorney  at  a  reasonable  figure,  and  it 
will  be  a  strong  safeguard  in  times  of  trouble. 

I  believe  it  should  contain  a  clause  penalizing 
cither  party  to  it  who  failed  to  live  up  to  the  writ¬ 
ten  agreement.  Of  course,  the  courts  usually  de¬ 
termine  the  amount  of  damages  in  such  cases 
when  they  are  tried,  but  a  specific  penalty  for 
failure  to  live  up  to  it  will  have  a  strong  influ¬ 
ence  on  the  buyer  when  coal  may  be  selling  tem¬ 
porarily  cheaper  than  the  price  which  he  is  pay¬ 
ing  you. 

The  contract  should  also  be  specific  as  to  the 
amount  of  tonnage  called  for  under  its  provisions, 
the  time  of  delivery  of  this  tonnage,  point  of"  de¬ 
livery,  the  time  at  which  it  is  to  be  paid  for  and 
all  the  other  conditions. 

Some  dealers  arc  in  the  habit  of  signing  con¬ 
tracts  which  do  not  specify  the  amount  of  ton¬ 
nage.  This  is  a  most  serious  mistake.  It  puts 
a  premium  on  the  consumer  taking  coal  when  it 
is  higher  than  the  contract  price  and  permits  him 
to  dodge  his  obligation  when  it  is  selling  lower. 
Such  a  contract  was  made  by  a  dealer  out  in  Iowa 
this  year.  He  practically  gave  an  option  to  the 
consumer  on  100  tons  of  coal,  but  the  consumer 
was  not  obligated  in  the  lea.st  to  take  any  more 
than  that  quantity. 

Also  Obligate  the  Buyer. 

If  you  obligate  yourself  to  sell  coal  at  a  certain 
figure,  obligate  the  buyer  to  take  a  certain  ton¬ 
nage  at  that  price.  This  is  a  fair  proposition 
any  way  in  which  it  may  be  regarded.  Otherwise 
no  contract  e.xists,  except  on  the  part  of  the 
dealer  to  deliver  coal  when  the  consumer  wants 
it. 

Contracts  are  no  longer  the  plaything  they  were. 
They  mean  business.  The  dealer  should  bear  this 
in  mind  at  all  times.  He  should  realize  when  he 
makes  an  obligation  of  this  character  that  if  he 
does  not  fulfill  its  provisions  the  consumer  prob¬ 
ably  will  bring  suit  and  recover  damages. 

On  the  other  hand  the  dealer  should  protect 
his  own  rights  to  the  extent  that  no  matter  what 
price  may  be  reached  by  coal,  the  consumer  must 
take  the  tonnage  at  the  figure  named  in  the  obli¬ 
gation  or  he  will  be  sued. 


No.  13] 


the:  black  diamond 


35 


Western  Retail  ^lotes. 

Smith  Bros.,  Logan  City,  Utah,  have  sold  out 
their  coal  business  to  R.  D.  Roberts  &  Co. 

The  firm  of  G.  O.  Helvig  &  Co.,  Denhoff,  N.  D., 
has  been  changed  to  the  Western  Grain  &  Fuel 
Co. 

The  Wells-Hoard  Grain  Co.  has  been  awarded 
the  contract  to  supply  coal  the  coming  winter  to 
the  county  building  at  Tama,  Iowa. 

P.  C.  Perkins  has  purchased  from  Frank  Calla¬ 
han  his  coal  and  wood  business  on  Preston  ave¬ 
nue,  Waitsburg,  Wash.,  for  $4,000. 

The  town  clerk  of  Chinook,  Mont.,  has  been  in¬ 
structed  to  advertise  for  bids  for  125  tons  of  coal 
for  the  use  of  the  waterworks  station. 

The  Howe  Coal  Co.  was  awarded  the  contract 
for  coal  for  the  coming  year  to  he  furnished  the 
county  asylum,  courthouse  and  jail  at  Streator,  Ill. 

G.  Gleysteen,  of  Alton,  Iowa,  has  purchased  the 
coal  business  of  S.  S.  Vought,  Livermore,  Iowa. 
Mr.  Gleysteen  will  take  possession  October  first. 

An  agreement  among  the  local  coal  dealers  of 
Fergus  Falls,  Minn.,  has  been  made  whereby  they 
will  not  sell  coal  the  coming  winter  except  for 
cash. 

N.  Mastenbrook,  Kennedy,  Minn.,  received  the 
contract  for  furnishing  coal  for  the  Kennedy 
courthouse.  His  price  was  $5.25  a  ton  for  bitu¬ 
minous. 

At  Emmettsburg,  Minn.,  the  school  district  is 
paying  $3.33  for  the  coal  to  be  used  this  winter. 
Last  year  the  same  grade  of  coal,  “Mystic  Iowa,” 
cost  the  board  $4.75. 

O.  C.  Gould  &  Son,  Fairmont,  Minn.,  were 
awarded  the  contract  for  fifty  tons  of  anthracite, 
to  be  delivered  to  the  courthouse  at  Fairmont, 
their  bid  being  $9.60  a  ton. 

The  De  Wolf  &  Wells  Co.  is  planning  to  build 
thoroughly  new  coal  sheds  at  Spencer,  Iowa,  and 
expects  to  have  them  ready  in  time  to  handle  a 
portion  of  this  year’s  business. 

Charles  P.  Schuler  is  building  a  large  new  coal 
shed  beside  the  Pere  Marquette  Railroad  Co.’s 
tracks  at  Allegan.  Mich.  The  shed  is  to  be  twen¬ 
ty  feet  wide  and  sixty  feet  long. 

The  Diamond  Coal  Co.  was  awarded  the  con¬ 
tract  for  furnishing  coal  to  the  city  building  and 
fire  department  at  Evansville,  Ind.  The  bid  was 
six  and  one-half  cents  per  bushel. 

Bids  for  coal  for  the  waterworks  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  have  been  made,  but  the  contract  was  not 
awarded,  as  tests  of  the  coal  will  be  made  first. 
About  35,000  tons  will  be  required. 

John  Costain  and  John  Lamb  were  awarded 
contracts  for  furnishing  coal  for  the  Moorhead 
Water  &  Light  Co.,  Moorhead,  N.  D.  They  will 
furnish  250  tons  each  at  $5.55  a  ton. 

One  of  the  drivers  for  Hooper  Bros.,  coal  mer¬ 
chants  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  was  fined  $250  in  Judge 
Tracy’s  court  recently  for  delivering  a  load  of 
coal  which,  it  is  alleged,  was  short  in  weight. 

The  -price  of  coal  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  is  higher 
this  year  than  last.  Last  year  the  city  was  fur¬ 
nished  with  the  best  grade  of  coal  at  $5.71  a  ton, 
while  this  year  the  lowest  bid  was  $6.50.  This 
was  made  by  J.  Calvert  &  Son. 

There  is  some  talk  in  Cleveland.  Ohio,  of  hav¬ 
ing  an  ordinance  introduced  into  the  city  council 
creating  the  position  of  city  coal  weigher.  This, 
it  is  believed,  will  serve  as  a  safeguard  against 
any  attempt  to  defraud  the  public  through  short 
weights. 

Cushen  &  Co.,  the  lowest  bidders  in  the  recent 
contest  for  the  contract  to  furnish  coal  for  the 
county  jail  and  boiler  house  at  Peoria,  Ill.,  have 
taken  steps  to  prevent  the  firm  of  Peter  Grant 
&  Son  from  supplying  the  coal.  Peter  Grant  & 

Son  were  the  highest  bidders,  it  is  claimed. 

No  rise  in  the  price  of  coal  is  expected  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  by  the  coal  dealers  this  winter. 
Anthracite  is  now  selling  at  $6.75  for  grate  and 
$7.00  for  the  egg.  It  is  also  believed  that  the 
price  of  soft  coal  will  remain  at  $3.75  until  late  jl 
in  the  winter,  when  an  advance  of  twenty-five  j  jw  i 
cents  may  be  made.  t!  In 

A  petition  has  been  filed  against  the  SouthernllB 
railroad  by  Capt.  E.  T.  Slider,  a  New  Albany,  ® 


Ky.,  coal  dealer,  asking  for  a  general  reduction 
in  coal  rates  from  New  Albany  west  to  Boone- 
ville,  Ind.  The  present  rates  for  these  hauls 
range  from  fifty  cents  to  $1.20  a  ton,  and  the  pe¬ 
tition  asks  that  the  rate  be  reduced  to  forty  cents. 


Eastern  Retail  ^^otes. 

Fire  caused  considerable  damage  to  the  coal 
store  house  of  J.  F.  Post,  Newark,  N.  J.  The 
loss,  $5,000,  was  fully  covered  by  insurance. 

M.  Smith  &  Co.  have  been  awarded  the  con-' 
tract  to  supply  the  city  of  ^  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y., 
with  anthracite  coal  the  coming  winter  at  $6.20 
a  ton. 

The  safe  of  H.  K.  Foster,  a  coal  merchant  of 
South  Royalton,  Vt.,  was  blown  open  recently 
and  $300  in  currency  and  checks  were  secured 
by  the  burglars. 

The  New  Haven  Coal  Co.,  New  Haven,  Mich., 
has  been  incorporated  with  an  authorized  capital 
stock  of  $20,000,  all  of  which  is  subscribed  and 
paid  in  in  property. 

An  advance  of  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  on  an¬ 
thracite  will  be  made  by  the  coal  dealers  of 
Springfield,  Mass.,  some  time  in  October.  The 
price  of  coal  there  now  is  $7.25  per  ton. 

Smith  Cox,  who  recently  embarked  in  the  coal 
business  at  Mineola,  L.  L,  was  the  successful 
bidder  for  the  contract  to  supply  500  tons  of  pea 
coal  to  Nassau  county,  his  price  being  $4.14. 

A  bitter  price  war  is  raging  among  the  local 
coal  dealers  of  Rutland,  Vt.  The  Combination 
Cash  Store  Co.,  of  Rutland,  say  that  during  the 
last  three  days  they  have  sold  314  tons  of  coal  at 
$5.99  per  ton. 

The  retail  coal  dealers  interested  in  the  Utica 
Coal  Storage  Co.,  Utica,  N.  Y.,  were  recently 
given  an  excursion  to  Scranton  as  the  guests  of 
John  J.  Towne,  local  agent  of  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  &  Western  railroad’s  coal  depart¬ 
ment. 

A  meeting  of  the  coal  merchants  of  central 
New  York  was  held  recently  at  Albany.  An  or¬ 
ganization  was  formed  for  the  benefit  of  the  trade, 
to  be  known  as  the  Central  and  Eastern  Retail 
Coal  Merchants’  Association.  J.  H.  Lynch,  of 
Albany,  was  elected  president. 

Retail  coal  dealers  at  York,  Pa.,  recently  met 
and  decided  that,  beginning  November  first,  they 
will  sell  coal  only  for  cash  and  that  this  rule  will 
be  effective  throughout  the  winter.  The  price  of 
coal,  which  recently  advanced  twenty-five  cents 
a  ton,  will  be  returned  to  the  summer  schedule. 

Commissioner  Biddle,  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  re¬ 
cently  made  a  recommendation  in  the  matter  of  the 
much  discussed  coal  yard  of  R.  E.  L.  Thomp¬ 
son,  Eckington.  While  practically  meeting  the 
wishes  of  the  Eckingtonites,  he  also  leaves  the 
board  in  full  command  of  all  defenses  against 
both  parties  to  the  dispute. 

The  retail  coal  merchants  at  Ilion,  N.  Y.,  have 
advanced  the  price  of  anthracite  fifty  cents  per 
ton.  The  price  has  been  $6.00  since  April  third, 
but  the  wholesale  dealers  have  raised  the  price 
ten  cents  every  month  since  then.  Chestnut, 
stove,  egg  and  grate  coal  are  now  selling  for  $6.50 
per  ton — $3.35  for  a  half  ton  and  $1.55  for  a  quar¬ 
ter  ton. 

P- 

Southern  Retail  Notes. 

The  Ruleville  Light,  Ice  &  Coal  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Ruleville,  Tenn.,  by  W.  G.  Barner 
and  G.  W.  Searcy  with  a  capital  of  $20,000. 

The  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  was 
awarded  the  contract  for  furnishing  coal  for  the 
gas  department  at  Richmond,  Va.  The  contract 
calls  for  9,000  tons  at  $2.80  a  ton. 

The  best  domestic  coal  is  now  selling  at  $2.50 
and  $2.75  a  ton  in  Harriman,  Tenn.,  as  a  result 
of  a  price  war.  This  is  the  cheapest  that  coal  has 
been  sold  at  in  Harriman  for  years. 

I  The  plaintiffs  of  Carter  Semple,  doing  business 
as  the  People’s  Coal  Co.,  Louisville,  Ky.,  recently 
brought  suit  against  him  in  order  to  bring  about 
involuntary  bankruptcy.  The  amounts  said  to 
'be  due  the  plaintiffs  agregate  about  $600. 


Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 

The  Domestic  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  with  an  authorized  capital 
of  $5,000.  H.  A.  Carpenter,  W.  S.  Ferrel  and 
W.  C.  Dorsey  are  incorporators. 

The  Central  Fuel  Co.  was  recently  incorporated 
at  Denver,  Colo.,  by  W.  L.  Strachan,  M.  L.  Rich¬ 
ardson  and  J.  W.  Wright,  of  Colorado  Springs, 
wi‘h  an  authorized  capital  of  $15,000. 

The  Irvington  Coal  &  Land  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Denver,  Colo.,  with  a  capital  of 
$250,000,  by  John  J.  P.  Odell,  August  Blum,  J. 
H.  Sherman,  A.  C.  Phelps  and  Joseph  H.  Defrees. 

Incorporation  papers  have  been  filed  by  the 
Consolidated  Block  Coal  Co.,  of  Omaha,  Neb., 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $10,000.  The  in¬ 
corporators  are  S.  S.  Caldwell  and  E.  1.  West¬ 
brook. 

The  Illinois  Gas,  Oil  and  Coal  Co.  has  filed  pa¬ 
pers  of  incorporation  at  Springfield,  Ill.,  with  a 
capital  of  $200,000.  The  incorporators  are  Fred 
W.  Long,  Samuel  E.  Morris  and  Otis  H.  Wil¬ 
liams. 

The  New  Austin  Bluffs  Coal  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Denver,  Colo.,  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  $5,000.  The  incorporators  are  W.  L. 
Strachan,  M.  L.  Richardson  and  J.  W.  Wright, 
of  Colorado  Springs. 

Incorporation  papers  have  been  filed  by  the 
Brookside  Coal  Co.,  Denver,  Colo.  The  incor¬ 
porators  are  J.  N.  Williams,  John  M.  Yates,  E. 
L.  Coats,  W.  J.  Davenport  and  H.  E.  Insley  of 
Cheyenne.  The  capital  stock  of  the  company  is 
$250,000. 

General  Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

Bankruptcy  proceedings  have  been  brought 
against  the  Southwestern  Fuel  Co.,  Topeka,  Kas., 
in  the  United  States  circuit  court. 

Coal  has  been  discovered  by  prospectors  for 
the  Peabody  Coal  Co.,  in  South  Fork  township. 
Ill.,  at  a  depth  of  300  feet.  The  thickness  of  the 
vein  is  not  known. 

The  La  Salle  County  Carbon  Coal  Co.,  of  Chi- 
cagOk  III.,  has  purchased  a  large  tract  of  coal 
near  McNab,  Ill.,  and  is  planning  to  sink  a  shaft 
and  develop  a  new  operation. 

The  Empire  Coal  Co.,  Gilchrist,  Ill.,  will  soon 
be  running  its  No.  4  mine  six  days  a  week,  due 
to  increased  business.  The  work  has  been  a 
little  slack  during  the  summer. 

Louis  P.  Ecker,  auditor  of  the  Hocking  Valley 
railroad  and  the  St.  Paul  &  Western  Coal  Co., 
was  in  Chicago  the  early  part  of  the  week  on  his 
way  to  the  northwest  on  a  business  trip. 

It  is  expected  that  J.  C.  Osgood  will  be  chosen 
president  of  the  Victor  Fuel  Co.,  of  Trinidad, 
Colo.  All  the  minor  companies  of  which  Mr. 
Osgood  is  in  control  will  become  auxiliary  corpo¬ 
rations. 

A.  J.  Webber,  of  Galatia,  Ill.,  has  closed  a  deal 
with  the  Big  Four  railroad  whereby  the  latter 
becomes  the  purchaser  of  8,000  acres  of  coal 
land  south  of  Galatia.  The  consideration  is 
$200,000. 

J.  E.  Sumner  has  been  selected  as  superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  Mammoth  Vein  mine  of  the  Southern 
Indiana  Coal  Co.  at  Shelburn,  Ind.  Mr.  Sum¬ 
ner  has  been  employed  at  the  mine  since  the 
shaft  was  sunk. 

A  valuable  vein  of  coal  has  been  found  near 
Fort  Dodge,  Iowa,  in  what  is  known  as  Decep¬ 
tion  Hollow.  The  quality  is  excellent  and  the 
vein  is  several  feet  in  thickness.  A  shaft  will 
immediately  be  sunk. 

State  Geologist  Leonard  and  two  assistants  of 
North  Dakota,  have  started  on  a  tour  of  the 
lignite  coal  fields  of  North  and  South  Dakota 
and  Montana.  Samples  of  the  coal  will  be  col¬ 
lected  and  sent  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  to  be  tested. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Great  Central  railroad 
system  of  Indiana  is  endeavoring  to  secure  an 
entrance  into  the  coal  fields  of  West  Virginia. 
It  will  probably  be  some  time  before  the  com¬ 
pany  succeeds  in  doing  this,  but  the  matter  will 
be  taken  up  with  determination. 
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Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  J\[otes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

The  Oxford  Coal  Co.,  of  Pottsville,  Pa.,  has 
been  incorporated  with  a  capital  of  $50,000. 

George  G.  Gans,  of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  has  pur¬ 
chased  a  one-third  interest  in  a  988-acre  coal 
tract  in  Wayne  township  at  $100  per  acre. 

The  Reppert-McCorinick  tract  of  5,000  acres 
of  coal  land  on  North  Ten  Mile  creek  has  been 
purchased  by  J.  V.  Thompson,  of  Morgantown, 
W.  Va. 

The  Kanawha  Block  Coal  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  with  $15,000 
capital.  The  company  has  a  daily  output  of 
500  tons. 

It  is  stated  that  C.  M.  Schwab  has  concluded 
negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  40,000  acres  of 
coal  land,  portions  of  which  are  in  Fayette  and 
Indiana  counties,  Penn.,  and  that  the  property 
will  be  developed. 

The  Dawson  Coal,  Coke  &  Railway  Co.,  has 
been  organized  at  Augusta,  Me.,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $500,000,  of  which  nothing  has  been 
paid  in.  I.  L.  Fairbanks,  of  Augusta,  is  acting 
as  president  and  treasurer. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  at 
Dover,  Del.,  of  the  McWalter  Bi-Product  & 
Gas  Manufacturing  Co.,  of  Swissvale,  Pa.,  with 
a  capital  of  $500,000.  The  incorporators  are 
A.  H.  McKim,  T.  McWalter  and  A.  McKim, 
all  of  Swissvale. 


The  Connellville  Basin  Coal  Co.,  of  Morgan¬ 
town,  W.  Va.,  has  been  incorporated  with  an 
authorized  capital  of  $250,000.  The  incorporators 
are  George  C.  Bradshaw,  William  J.  Crawford, 
S.  A.  Davis,  J.  H.  Roelof  and  G.  E.  Moser  Jr., 
all  of  Pittsburg. 

S.  H.  Kaerchner  and  D.  W.  Kaerchner,  of 
Pottsville,  Pa.,  have  just  bought  a  tract  of  coal 
near  that  city  for  a  syndicate  of  Scranton  cap¬ 
italists.  The  value  of  the  properties  is  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $1,000,000,  and  several  thousand 
acres  have  been  purchased. 

General  Eastern  Coat  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Crystal  Run  Coal  Co.  is  erecting  a  new 
anthracite  breaker  near  Franckville,  Pa. 

A  semiannual  dividend  of  five  per  cent  has 
just  been  declared  by  the  directors  of  the  West¬ 
moreland  Coal  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

The  Donohoe  Coke  Co.,  of  Greensburg,  Pa., 
has  given  notice  that  it  intends  to  pay  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  first,  1906,  $50,000,  par  value  of  its  out¬ 
standing  bonds. 

Mines  Nos.  4  and  5  of  the  Delaware  &  Hudson 
Co.,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  have  resumed  operations 
and  upward  of  one  thousand  men  and  boys  have 
been  furnished  employment. 

The  Ewen  breaker,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  will  re¬ 
main  idle  until  further  notice  on  account  of 
various  improvements  to  be  made  at  the  several 
shafts  supplying  it  with  coal. 


Owing  to  the  refusal  of  the  miners  to  go  to 
work  ,  the  No.  7  shaft  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal 
Co.,  Scranton,  Pa.,  was  idle  recently.  A  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  miners  has  been  appointed  to  con¬ 
fer  with  the  officials  with  the  hope  of  reaching 
an  amicable  settlement  of  the  difficulty. 

The  Joughins  Coal  Mining  Co.,  of  Nova  Sco¬ 
tia,  is  about  to  erect  a  large  coal  handling  plant 
at  St.  John,  N.  B.,  the  intention  being  when  it 
is  completed  to  bring  coal  to  that  point  from 
the  mines  for  shipment  to  Montreal. 

W.  H.  Foster,  Edgewood,  Pa.,  who  resigned 
his  position  with  the  Cleveland  Gas  Coal  Co.  a 
year  ago,  died  suddenly  at  Atlantic  City,  where 
he  had  gone  a  short  time  ago  in  the  hope  of 
benefiting  his  health.  He  had  been  ill  for  a  year 
or  longer. 

John  K.  Shaw  was  recently  elected  president 
of  the  Century  Coal  Co.  at  Baltimore,  Md.  He 
has  been  associated  with  the  coal  interests  of 
Shaw  Bros,  for  a  number  of  years,  obtaining  his 
business  experience  under  the  late  Major  Alex¬ 
ander  Shaw. 

Orders  have  been  issued  for  the  resumption 
of  the  coke  ovens  in  block  No.  4  at  the  Benwood 
plant  of  the  Semet-Solvay  Co.,  Wheeling,  W.  Va. 
It  is  bel'eved  that  the  entire  works  will  be  in 
operation  very  shortly,  owing  to  the  increased 
demand  for  coke. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  Coal  &  Coke  railroad, 
which  extends  from  Charleston  to  Elkins,  W.  Va., 
next  year  will  ship  2,000,000  tons  of  coal  and  coke, 
about  half  of  this  tonnage  to  the  east  and  the 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


Cleveland,  Ohio,  October  1st,  1905. 

TO  THE  TRADE: 

We  take  pleasure  in  announcing  the  establishment  on  this  date 
of  a.  Chicago  Branch  Office  of  our  Coal  Department  at  Suite  1210,  Hartford 
Building*,  No.  140  Dearborn  Street,  in  charge  of  - 

MIL.  WM.  D.  PRESTON,  Agent,  Coal  Department 

This  agency  will  provide  better  facilities  for  proper  care  and  attention 
to  our  increasing  business  in  the  West,  and  with  our  large  output  of  standard 
Gas,  Steam  and  Domestic  Coals,  and  our  individual  cars,  our  facilities  for 
prompt  service  are  of  the  best. 

Any  contracts  or  orders  with  which  you  may  favor  our  Chicago  office 
will  receive  the  same  careful  attention  as  if  mailed  direct  to  vis. 

Respectfully  soliciting  correspondence  and  inquiries,  we  are. 

Yours  very  truly, 

M.  A.  HiVJVIVA.  CO. 


Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  Railroad  Co. 


MINES  AND  CARRIES  TO  MARKET 


S.  C.  SCHOJVCK,  iVgt. 


Shipments  “All  Rail,”  and  from  yards  and  docks  at  Chicago  and  Toledo. 


Soft  Coal  Department ;  BLACK  BAND 

• 

C.  L.  DERINC, 

When  you  boy  "SCRANTON" 

Mined  In  West  Virginia. 

Manager  Chicago  Office, 

be  sure  you  get  the  GENUINE 

NOTE  1  Not  genuine  unless  invoice  Is  accom-  ‘ 
panted  by  certificate  from  this  office.  1 

1000-10  Old  Colony. 

D.  L.'  &  W.  Scranton. 
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other  half  to  the  west.  Henry  G.  Davis,  for¬ 
merly  senator  from  West  Virginia,  is  president 
of  this  road. 

The  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  Central  rail¬ 
roads  have  completed  the  laying  of  rails  from 
Twolick  to  Clymer,  Pa.  Work  on  this  line  has 
been  in  progress  day  and  night  for  nearly  a  year. 
It  is  said  that  the  coal  field  thus  opened  will 
produce  .3,000,000  tons  annually,  and  2,000  men 
will  find  employment. 

After  having  been  idle  for  over  a  month,  the 
Hyde  Park  mine  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna 
&  Western  at  Scranton,  Pa.,  has  resumed  opera¬ 
tions.  The  clos’ng  down  of  the  mine  was  due 
to  the  necessity  for  extensive  repairs,  which  have 
now  been  completed.  The  new  machinery  was 
tested  recently  and  it  is  said  the  test  was  sat¬ 
isfactory  in  every  way. 

George  H.  Proctor,  who  claims  New  York  as 
his  residence,  was  recently  held  to  the  grand  jury 
and  indicted  for  having  obtained  money  under 
false  pretenses.  He  is  said  to  have  been  selling 
shares  in  the  Summit  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  which 
he  claimed_  to  be  the  president.  Upon  investi¬ 
gation,  it  is  claimed,  it  was  found  that  there 
was  no  Summit  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  He  was 
arrested  in  Wheeling,  W.  Va. 


Literary  ^lotes, 

Miss  Katharine  A.  Carl  enjoys  the  unique  distinction 
of  being  the  first  person  from  the  western  world  in  all 
history  who  has  been  received  into  the  intimacy  of  the 
Chinese  imperial  palaces.  Miss  Carl  painted  four  por¬ 
traits  of  the  famous  Empress  Dowager  of  China,  and  for 
nearly  a  year  resided  at  court,  attended  all  fetes,  and 
saw  the  Empress  Dowager,  on  terms  of  pleasant  and  in¬ 
timate  companionship,  almost  daily.  She  has  written 
the  story  of  her  experiences,  the  first  chapters  of  which 
will  be  published  in  the  October  Century,  together  with 
Miss  Carl’s  portrait  of  the  Empress  Dowager,  of  which 


the  original  is  now  in  the  National  Museum  at  Wash¬ 
ington.  Portrait  sketches  of  the  young  empress,  the 
secondary  wife  of  the  emperor,  and  other  ladies,  with 
drawings  made  by  Miss  Carl  illustrating  scenes  at  court, 
will  accompany  the  article. 

Back  of  the  coming  home  of  the  body  of  John  Paul 
Jones,  to  rest  in  ^  the  crypt  of  our  new  naval  academy, 
lies  the  story  of  (jeneral  Horace  Porter's  six  years'  quest, 
impeded  by  many  obstacles,  successful  at  last,  with  over¬ 
whelming  evidence  in  favor  of  the  identification  of  the 
body.  The  full  story  of  this  research  General  Porter 
tells  for  the  first  time  in  the  October  Century.  “Upon 
assuming  charge  of  our  embassy  in  Paris  and  finding  my¬ 
self  among  the  old  landmarks  which  are  still  honored 
there  as  recalling  the  many  historic  incidents  in  the 
sojourn  of  Paul  Jones  in  that  brilliant  capital,’’  says 
General  Porter,  “I  felt  a  deep  sense  of  humiliation  as 
an  American  citizen  in  realizing  that  oflr  first  and  most 
fascinating  naval  hero  had  been  lying  for  more  than  a 
century  in  an  unknown  and  forgotten  grave  and  that  no 
successful  attempt  had  ever  been  made  to  recover  his 
remains  and  give  them  appropriate  sepulture  in  the  land 
upon  whose  history  he  had  shed  so  much  luster.” 
Among  the  illustrations  of  the  article  is  one  showing 
the  face  of  the  recovered  body,  compared  with  the 
Houdon  bust. 

What  is  the  true  twentieth  century  adventure  story — 
the  adventure  of  brain,  not  of  bloodshed,  of  great  is¬ 
sues,  not  of  visible  perils?  Perhaps  there  is  no  better 
example  of  such  a  narrative  than  Mr.  Lawson’s  account, 
in  the  October  number  of  Everybody's  Magazine,  of  E. 
Augustus  Heinze,  the  Montana  opponent  of  “Standard 
Oil.  No  duelists  ever  had  more  at  stake  than  Heinze 
and  Mr.  Lawson  in  their  memorable  war  of  millions, 
waged  in  a  single  night,  when  both  men  risked  every- 
thing — and  Lawson  won.  More  somber  and  terrible, 
if  no  more  thrilling,  is  that  picture  of  the  Russia  of  the 
moment  which  Ernest  Poole  gives  in  his  striking  article, 
‘Peasant  Cattle,”  which  condemns  the  brutal  Cossacks 
from  their  own  mouths.  To  check  the  development  of 
such  enemies  of  society  as  these  two  articles  portray,  the 
State  of  Ohio  founded  its  Industrial  School  for  Boys,  a 
wi_se,_  cheerful  institution  of  which  Eugene  Wood,  in 
this  issue  of  the  magazine,  gives  a  readable  and  uncon¬ 
ventional  account.  An  article  that  will  interest  men  al¬ 
most  as  much  as  women  is  Eleanor  Hoyt  Brainerd’s  il¬ 
lustrated  description  of  the  group  of  efficient  young 
who  are  “The  Artist  Dressmakers  of  Paris” — Worth, 
Paquin,  Beer,  and  the  rest.  The  wonderful  career  of 
“Ella  Rawls  Reader,  Financier,”  by  Juliet  Wilbor  Tomp¬ 
kins,  is  continued  in  this  number,  and  the  autumn  thea¬ 
ters  are  thoroughly  discussed  in  “The  Players.”  There 
is  a  wide  range  of  fiction  in  this  number  of  Everybody's 
extending  from  Maximilian  Foster’s  powerful  story  of  the 

(Continued  on  page  38) 


Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Southern  Enterprises. 

The  Louisville  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $1.5,000  at 
Louisville,  Ky. 

The  Louisiana- Alabama  Coal  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $200,000  to  mine  coal. 

The  Hartford  Coal  Co.,  filed  incorporation  pa¬ 
pers  recently  at  Luti,  Indian  Territory,  F.  Bache 
is  president.  The  company  has  a  capital  stock 
of  $90,000. 

The  papers  of  incorporation  have  been  filed 
by  the  Spot  Cash  Coal  Co.,  of  Paris,  Ark.,  by 
G.  A.  Vines,  John  W.  Moore,  T.  L.  Brown,  h’.  M. 
Johns,  W.  M.  Johns,  A.  C.  Johns,  and  J.  D. 
Deen.  The  capital  stock  is  $10,000,  of  which 
$2,000  has  been  subscribed. 

John  C.  Matthews,  president  of  the  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  is  opening  a  new 
coal  mining  plant  in  Knox  county,  nine  miles 
•  north  of  Barboursville,  Ky.  The  plant  will  rep¬ 
resent  an  investment  of  $30,000  and  will  have  an 
output  of  500  tons  of  coal  daily. 

Incorporation  papers  were  filed  recently  by 
the  Chicorico  Coal  Co.,  the  capitalization  being 
$10,000.  The  headquarters  of  the  company  will 
be  at  Raton,  Colfax  county,  N.  M.,  near 
which  place  the  company  will  operate  extensive 
coal  fields.  John  Morrow  is  the  New  Merlco 
agent. 

The  Domestic  Coal  Co.,  of  Paris,  Ark.,  has 
filed  papers  of  incorporation  showing  a  capital 
stock  of  $25,000,  $6,000  of  which  has  been  sub¬ 
scribed.  The  incorporators  are  D.  M.  McGraw, 
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George  E.  Bryan,  J.  W.  Johnson,  L.  B.  Cren¬ 
shaw,  George  W.  Russell  and  L.  E.  May.  The 
company  will  handle  coal  and  lumber. 

Six  thousand  acres  of  the  most  available  coal 
lands  in  Campbell  county,  Tenn.,  have  been  bought 
from  J.  S.  Bartlett,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  by  A. 
Wright,  J.  T.  'I'arwater  and  P.  Tarwater,  of 
Rockwood,  Tenn.  II.  M.  LaFollette  and  Sewell 
Howard,  of  Campbell  county,  and  H.  B.  Lin- 
say,  of  Knoxville.  Tenn.  The  Campbell  County 
Mining  Co.  will  be  incorporated  within  a  short 
time  with  a  capital  of  $250,000  to  develop  the 
property. 

General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  McAlister  Coal  Co.,  of  Ardmore,  I.  T., 
has  establ'shed  branch  offices  at  Fort  Smith  and 
Kansas  City.  The  output  of  this  company’s 
mines  is  12,000  tons  daily. 

The  West  Kentucky  Coal  Co.,  of  Sturgis,  Ky., 
has  advertised  for  bids  on  the  building  of  400 


brick  and  frame  buildings  to  be  erected  at  its 
mines  two  and  one-half  miles  west  of  Sturgis. 

Coal  is  found  in  considerable  abundance  in 
the  north  eastern  part  of  Mexico,  espec:ally  in 
the  state  of  Coahuila.  While  there  are  many 
prospects,  widely  distributed,  there  are  very  few 
thoroughly  equipped  mines. 

Dividends  have  been  suspended  on  tbe  stock 
of  the  Texas  &  Pacific  Coal  Co.  The  company 
operates  mines  in  'I'exas,  and  has  a  capital  of 
$2,250,000.  This  is  the  first  time  a  quarterly 
dividend  has  been  passed  in  the  history  of  the 
company. 

The  Tennessee  Coal,  Iron  &  Railroad  Co.  has 
declared  the  regular  quarterly  dividend  of  two 
per  cent  on  its  preferred  stock  and  of  one  per¬ 
cent  on  its  common  stock,  both  payable  November 
first.  Books  will  close  October  eleventh  and 
reopen  November  second. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  American  mining 
congress  will  be  held  in  El  Paso,  Texas,  Novem¬ 


ber  fourteenth,  and  will  be  in  session  for  one 
week.  The  membership  of  the  association  is 
composed  of  the  leading  mine  owners  and  en¬ 
gineers  throughout  the  country. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  shipments  of  the 
Rerwind-White  Coal  Co.  will  begin  about  the 
first  of  the  year  from  Lambert’s  Point,  Va.  A 
fourth  pier  is  to  be  built,  constructed  of  steel, 
and  the  shipping  capacity  will  be  greater  at 
that  point  than  at  any  other  in  the  world. 

Literary  Notes. 

(Continued  from  page  37i 

mines,  "The  Terror  of  the  Pit,"  to  such  a  delicately 
humorous  love  story  as  “The  Alarm  of  Angelone,"  by 
William  Hamilton  Osborne.  G.  15.  Lancaster,  whose 
dramatic  stories  of  New  Zealand  life  have  scored  so 
strikingly,  continues  his  series  with  an  original  tale,  "A 
Little  Matter  of  Law";  a  charmingly  fantastic  story  is 
Eleanor  A.  Hallowell’s  ."Jimmy  Jester”:  CJ.  15.  Ogden's 
"The  Widder's  Corner  Lot”  is  a  bit  of  pure  humor;  and 
“Jim’s  Choice”  is  a  delightful  little  story  of  sentiment 
by  Florence.  Tinsley  Cox. 


Empire  mine,  Sprinefleld,  III. 


Prompt  Shipment  all  Standard  Grades 
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General  Review  of  tKe  Markets. 


Car  conditions  in  all  branches  of  the  coal  industry  are  such 
a  feature  that  they  deserve  first  attention  at  this  time.  The  report  of 
a  general  car  shortage  throughout  the  country  is  so  well  substantiated 
from  so  many  different  sources  that  no  one  can  dispute  the  seriousness 
of  the  situation  or  doubt  for  a  moment  but  what  it  is  a  factor  of  the 
utmost  importance.  Those  who  are  endeavoring  to  secure  the  deliv¬ 
ery  of  coal  which  originates  on  railroads  where  the  car  supply  is  the 
worst  will  corroborate  this  view  of  the  matter  without  any  question. 
They  find  that  the  mines  can  not  load  the  coal.  When  they  can  not 
load  the  product  it  follows  that  consumers  can  not  obtain  it.  This 
is  the  situation  in  a  large  number  of  markets  at  present.  It  will  grow 
worse  instead  of  better  during  the  month  of  October,  and  may  extend 
well  into  November  and  the  winter. 

There  are  two  ways  in  which  to  regard  the  present  shortage  of 
cars  for  the  haulage  of  coal.  The  most  optimistic  view  necessarily 
must  be  from  the  standpoint  of  the  commercial  side,  including  the 
activity  and  advances  in  prices,  which  are  a.  concomitant  feature. 
Viewed  from  this  standpoint  the  present  situation  affords  considerable 
relief.  There  is  not  a  bituminous  coal  mined  east  of  the  Mississippi 
which  has  not  sustained  an  advance  of  from  twenty-five  to  fifty  cents 
a  ton  since  the  early  part  of  September.  After  the  long  months,  when 
prices  more  frequently  were  below  the  cost  of  production  than  above 
it ;  when  producing  companies  could  only  hope  to  make  a  slight  profit 
out  of  the  powder  they  sold  their  miners,  and  not  out  of  the  coal 
which  they  mined,  any  condition  which  has  a  tendency  to  enhance 
values  is  most  welcome.  Coming  at  this  time  of  the  year  when  con¬ 
sumptive  demand  should  absorb  all  the  coal  that  can  be  produced 
up  to  April  first,  next,’  th6re  is  a  feeling  that  when  car  supply  is 
normal  again,  operating  companies,  possibly,  will  be  able  to  make 
a  fair  profit  out  of  the  operation  of  their  mines. 

The  pessimistic  side  of  the  situation  develops,  however,  with 
a  knowledge  of  the  practical  end  of  mining.  The  shortage  of  rail¬ 
road  equipment  has  reduced  the  number  of  working  days  at  the  mines. 
Hence,  the  output  of  the  mines  is  much  less  than  normal  at  present. 
A  little  thought  will  show  how  this  works  out.  If  the  mines  can 
produce  coal  six  days  a  week,  and  it  can  be  sold  at  a  fair  profit,  then 
the  operating  companies  can  make  money.  On  the  other  hand,  sup¬ 
posing  the  production  of  the  mines  is  reduced  to  two  days  a  week, 
the  cost  of  production  is  increased  so  much  that  even  at  an  advance 
of  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  over  the  normal  price,  the  profit  to  the 
producing  company  will  be  no  larger  than  it  was  originally.  This 
applies  with  mines  having  an  ordinary  capacity.  A  mine  in  operation 
is  under  a  load  of  fixed  charges  which  reduces  the  profit  on  the  ton¬ 
nage  that  is  produced  if  the  mine  operates  only  part  of  the  time. 
These  fixed  charges  consist  of  salaries  paid  to  many  employes  hired 
by  the  month,  who  receive  their  regular  stipend  even  though  no  coal 
is  produced;  the  cost  of  keeping  mines  in  repair  and  condition  for 
operation,  the  interest  charges  on  the  investment  and  various  other 
items  which  form  a  considerable  total.  It  is  conservatively  estimated 
that  the  fixed  charges  of  a  modern  mine  with  a  capacity  of  1,000  tons 
of  coal  a  day  amount  to  $50  each  day  the  operation  is  idle.  At  this 
rate,  if  the  mine  is  idle  five  days  out  of  six,  the  fixed  charges  will 
eat  up  the  advance  of  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  obtained  on  the  thousand 
tons  produced  the  day  it  works. 

Attention  is  directed  to  this  fact  for  the  reason  that  many  ship¬ 
pers  and  retailers  do  not  seem  to  know  that  fixed  charges  in  connection 
with  operating  a  mine  go  on  perpetually.  To  make  gains  in  profit 
the  mine  must  be  operated  all  the  time  and  the  product  must  be  sold 
at  a  reasonable  figure  above  the  cost  of  producing  it. 

Production  Reduced  in  Many  Fields. 

In  several  of  the  leading  bituminous  fields  production  during  the 
past  few  weeks  has  not  averaged  over  two  or  three  days  per  week 
owing  to  the  scarcity  of  cars  for  loading  purposes.  This  is  true  of  both 
the  New  Eiver  and  Kanawha  fields  along  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
railroad  in  West  Virginia.  In  the  Pocahontas  field  along  the  Norfolk 
&  Western,  the  production  has  averaged  slightly  better,  running  about 


three  days  a  week.  In  both  the  Fairmont  and  western  Pennsylvania 
fields  production  is  about  one-half  of  normal,  and  practically  all 
this  coal  is  going  up  the  great  lakes  to  storage  docks  for  winter  con¬ 
sumption.  In  the  flocking  Valley  region  of  Ohio  the  output  for  the 
past  fortnight  has  been  about  one-third  of  normal,  along  the  Evans¬ 
ville  &  Terre  Haute  in  Indiana  and  the  Illinois  Central  in  Illinois, 
the  total  tonnage  produced  has  not  been  over  fifty  per  cent  of  the 
capacity  of  the  mines.  Other  western  roads  occupy  a  similar  position 
as  to  the  adequacy  of  car  supply. 

Car  Shortage  in  the  Eastern  Fields. 

Car  shortage  in  the  bituminous  fields  shipping  to  tide-water  in 
the  east  has  not  been  much  of  a  factor  until  within  the  past  fortnight. 
Now  it  is  creating  a  serious  situation  at  some  points,  particularly 
those  which  receive  deliveries  all-rail  on  lines  of  road  where  the  product 
does  not  originate.  Several  of  the  main  line  roads  which  are  carriers 
of  a  large  tonnage  of  bituminous  coal  have  embargoed  foreign  lines 
and  will  not  permit  their  cars  to  go  to  them.  I'lns  inhibition 
makes  it  impossible  for  dealers  and  consumers  on  the  roads  which 
are  embargoed  to  secure  all  the  coal  tonnage  they  require.  In  some 
instances  producing  companies  are  refusing  to  book  such  orders,  know¬ 
ing  that  they  can  not  obtain  the  equipment  for  loading  at  their  mines. 
As  soon  as  the  heavy  freight  movement  is  past  such  consuming  points 
doubtless  will  be  given  immediate  attention,  Imt  in  the  meantime, 
during  the  next  thirty  days,  the  greatest  difficulty  will  be  experienced 
by  these  buyers  in  securing  the  requisite  tonnage. 

Generally  the  bituminous  markets  of  the  country  are  now  in  a 
healthy  condition  with  a  prospect  that  the  leading  factors  in  the 
trade  wilj  -be  able  to  make  some  profit  out  of  their  business  as  soon 
as  they  can  secure  coal  to  fill  their  orders.  In  the  eastern  bituminous 
trade,  tide-water  prices  are  on  a  much  stronger  basis  than  they  have 
been  since  April,  and-  all  the  coal  that  can  be  forwarded  is  being  ab¬ 
sorbed  at  the  current  range  of  prices,  except  where  tonnage  is  applied 
on  contracts  made  early  in  the  summer.  The  producing  companies 
have  so  much  confidence  in  the  future  that  they  are  not  obligating 
themselves  on  new  contracts,  except  at  the  range  of  prices  prevailing 
on  the  free  product.  Shoal-water  ports  are  taking  a  large  tonnage 
at  this  time,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  light  draft  vessels  are  scarce 
and  freight  rates  to  such  destinations  are  higher  than  normal.  Higher 
grades  of  steam  coals  rule  firm  throughout  the  eastern  tide-water 
markets,  and  no  weakness  is  evidenced  in  any  quarter. 

In  the  western  bituminous  trade,  the  wholesale  advances,  which 
occurred  the  first  of  October,  have  been  well  sustained.  A  few  cars  of 
coal  have  been  sold  in  Chicago  aii^  St.  Louis  under  demurrage  at 
lower  than  circular  prices,  but  generally  the  quoted  figures  are  being 
obtained  on  all  the  standard  coals.  In  the  dock  trade,  demand  has 
not  yet  assumed  the  proportions  expected,  probably  owing  to  the  mild 
weather,  but  dock  interests  are  maintaining  the  new  prices,  which 
were  a  considerable  advance,  very  firmly,  and  there  is  already  talk 
of  another  advance  on  the  fifteenth  of  this  month  or  first  of  November. 
In  the  all-rail  trade  practically  all  the  tonnage  of  standard  coals  which 
the  raikoad  companies  have  facilities  for  moving,  is  being  absorbed, 
either  in  storage  or  by  consumptive  demand. 

The  eastern  anthracite  trade  continues  to  be  active  and  tlie  normal 
tonnage,  which  was  produced  during  September,  has  been  moved 
easily.  Orders  for  coal  seem  to  be  piling  up  in  some  quarters,  and 
shipping  companies  doubtless  will  increase  their  output  tliis  month 
to  take  care  of  this  and  their  regular  business.  In  the  Atlantic  coast¬ 
wise  trade  the  barge  service  of  the  various  companies  is  fully  employed 
for  the  first  time  in  several  weeks.  Interior  line  points  are  short  of 
coal,  but  owing  to  the  lack  of  cars  at  the  collieries  this  condition  is  not 
being  iriiproved  at  present,  and  orders  from  such  buyers  are  accu¬ 
mulating  in  shippers’  hands.  Steam  sizes  of  anthracite  are  unusually 
active,  being  influenced  by  the  agitation  over  the  expiration  of  the 
wage  contract  with  the  miners  next  April.  In  the  western  trade 
demand  for  anthracite  continues  apathetic,  due  to  the  milder  wi-atlu-r 
which  has  prevailed  for  the  past  ten  days. 
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Office  of  '1'iie  Black  Diamond, 
Chicaoo,  III.,  Oct.  0. 

Mild  weather  this  week,  together  with  the 
usual  dullness  which  prevails  after  there  has 
been  a  general  advance  in  prices,  have  resuhed  in 
a  somewhat  ephet  feeling  at  western  distributing 
points  for  bituminous  coal.  'J'he  car  shortage  is 
such  an  important  factor  at  this  time,  and  sonie 
of  the  producing  companies  are  behind  with  their 
ileliveries  on  orders  already  accepted,  so  that  the 
quietness  in  demand  is  rather  looked  upon  with 
favor  than  otlierwise.  Business  in  the  aggregate 
probably  is  a  little  less  in  voltune  than  it  was  :i 
week  ago.  Compared  with  the  first  week  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  it  is  very  much  greater  in  volume,  how¬ 
ever,  and  some  of  the  descriptions  of  bitiuninous 
coal  decidedly  arc  in  short  supply.  This  is  more 
especially  true  concerning  the  grades  whieh  are 
retpiired  for  domestic  consumption,  such  uis  lump 
and  egg.  Run-of-mine  coal  from  western  mines 
seems  to  be  a  trifle  easier  in  supply,  while  screen¬ 
ings  in  the  Chicago  market  continue  weak  and 
demurrage  product  frequently  has  been  disposed 
of  during  the  week  at  low  figures. 

'I'here  is  a  feeling  that  a  continuation  of  the 
preseifl:  Indian  summer  weather  will  result  in 
more  or  less  quietness  in  the  demand  as  long  as 
it  lasts.  Dealers  say  that  the  consuming  trade 
is  not  taking  any  cognizance  of  the  season  of  the 
year  and  only  buys  coal  when  the  weather  rnakp 
it  necessary.  As  a  result  stocks  of  anthracite  in 
retailers’  hands  are  heavy  in  many  instances.  As 
this  coal  occupies  storage  space  which  can  not  be 
utilized  for  other  purposes,  it  will  be  necessary 
for  retailers  to  experience  quite  a  movement  be¬ 
fore  they  can  store  much  bituminous  product. 
This  is  true  in  the  all-rail  trade  where  storage 
facilities  are  not  large.  As  a  consequence  of 
these  conditions,  business  will  lag  more  or  less 
until  the  period  of  colder  weather  arrives. 

Recent  Advances  Well  Sustained. 

In  general  the  advances  made  in  bituminous 
product  in  western  markets  the  first  of  the 
month  are  being  well  sustained.  This  holds  true 
especially  in  the  small  lot  movement  to  dealers. 
In  cities  like  Chicago  and  St.  Louis,  which  are 
the  dumping  ground  for  surplus  product  from 
the  mines  occasionally  there  is  demurrage  product 
which  is  sacrificed  in  order  to  move  it  but  even 
these  exceptions  to  the  general  rule  occur  much 
less  frequently  than  they  did  one  or  two  months 
ago.  Eastern  coals  which  were  advanced  on  the 
date  mentioned  are  ruling  firm  at  the  new  range 
of  prices,  the  car  shortage  restricting  the  tonnage 
which  is  moving  to  the  west.  The  new  prices 
f.  o.  b.  the  docks  are  also  holding  firm  at  all 
points.  This  firmness  is  enhanced,  perhaps,  by 
the  possibility  that  the  shipping  companies  will 
not  be  able  to  forward  as  large  a  tonnage  up  the 
great  lakes  as  they  had  expected  to  move  at  the 
commencement  of  the  season.  The  shortage  of 
cars  at  the  mines  is  restricting  the  production 
and  movement  of  lake  coal  to  a  considerable  ex¬ 
tent.  In  the  present  state  of  transportation  it  is 
not  readily  evident  that  there  will  be  much  im¬ 
provement  as  to  car  supply  before  the  close  of 
iiavigation,  as  grain  movement  will  extend  over 
the  next  two  months,  and  possibly  into  the  early 
part  of  December.  There  is  some  talk  on  the 
part  of  leading  dock  interests  of  advancing  prices 
again  within  a  short  time,  to  a  basis  twenty  cents 
higher  than  at  present  for  the  leading  descrip¬ 
tions  of  standard  coal.  Much  will  depend  on  the 
weather  when  this  advance  shall  become  effect¬ 
ive.  A  heavy  demand  for  coal  created  by  winter 
weather  tliis  month  might  bring  it  about  by  the 
fifteenth  inst.,  whereas  with  a  continuation  of  the 
Indian  summer  temperatures  ruling  at  present,  it 
might  not  occur  till  the  first  of  next  month.  The 
general  impression  seems  to  be,  however,  that 
dock  prices  will  be  higher  before  they  are  lower. 

No  Improvement  in  Car  Supply. 

The  car  supply  in  the  bituminous  producing 
districts  has  not  improved  to  any  extent,  but 
remains  about  the  same  as  last  w'eek.  In  the 
New  River  and  Pocahontas  region  of  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  lake  shipping  has  been  discontinued  and 
western  movement  is  now  all-rail.  It  was  thought 
that  the  diversion  of  this  tonnage  into  the  rail 
trade  w’ould  result  in  more  liberal  supplies,  but 


at  Chicago  all  the  product  that  can  be  forwarded 
by  the  railroads  Is  meeting  with  a  ready  market. 
Smokeless  coal  is  twenty-five  cents  higher  per 
ton  for  lump  and  egg  this  week,  while  run-of- 
mine  has  advanced  fifteen  fents.  The  new  prices 
seem  to  be  fairly  well  maintained,  although  if 
there  was  a  larger  tonnage  being  moved  it  is 
doubtful  if  they  could  be  continued.  Lump  and 
egg  for  western  consumption  is  reaching  a  point 
where  it  is  so  nearly  on  the  same  basis  as  an¬ 
thracite,  values  compared,  that  heavy  shipments 
would  have  a  demoralizing  influence  in  some 
.(piarters.  Run-of-mine  at  prevailing  quotations, 
however,  will  be  absorbed  quite  readily.  'I'he 
car  supply  in  the  Kanaw’ha  and  h'airmont  dis¬ 
tricts  of  West  Virginia  will  average  about  two 
days  this  week.  In  western  Pennsylvania  it  is 
on  about  the  same  basis  as  a  week  ago,  while  in 
the  Hocking  valley  region  of  Ohio  it  is  worse, 
if  anything.  Producing  companies  in  Indiana 
and  Illinois  expect  to  operate  during  tw'O  or 
three  full  days  this  week,  fl'here  are  no  com¬ 
plaints  of  a  shortage  of  cars  at  western  docks, 
and  movement  after  cars  are  loaded  at  the  mines 
is  in  fairly  good  time.  Production,  however,  is 
very  much  reduced  throughout  the  bituminous 
fields  mentioned  owing  to  the  inability  of  oper¬ 
ating  interests  to  procure  railroad  equipment. 

Western  Anthracite  Trade  Quiet. 

In  the  western  anthracite  trade,  orders  coming 
forward  the  present  week  have  not  been  of  large 
volume  and  business,  if  anything,  has  been  less 
in  the  aggregate  so  far  this  week  than  it  was  for 
the  corresponding  period  seven  days  ago.  The 
consumptive  demand  in  the  west  seems  to  be 
wholly  on  a  weather  basis.  No  other  consider¬ 
ation  has  any  apparent  influence  on  it.  Notwith¬ 
standing  the  long  articles  which  have  recently 
appeared  in  the  metropolitan  newspapers  concern¬ 
ing  the  probability  of  a  strike  in  the  region  next 
spring,  lethargy  on  the  part  of  householders  who 
utilize  anthracite  for  domestic  purposes,  con¬ 
tinues.  It  is  very  evident  that  this  condition 
lirevails,  due  to  the  fact  that  following  the  chilly 
weather  the  early  part’  of  last  week  orders  be¬ 
came  more  plentiful  with  shipping  interests.  As 
soon  as  the  temperature  became  milder,  they 
began  to  diminish.  Retail  stocks  are  of  fair 
proportion  in  the  west  and  until  there  is  a  wider 
consumption  than  at  present,  it  is  not  expected 
the  wholesale  trade  will  reflect  any  important 
changes. 

There  is  considerable  complaint  of  a  shortage 
of  box  cars  for  western  loading  at  the  collieries, 
but  this  is  causing  no  serious  hardship.  The 
coal  is  generally  being  absorbed  as  rapidly  as  it 
comes  forward,  but  until  there  is  a  larger  con¬ 
sumption  there  will  be  no  urgency  on  the  part  of 
the  trade  for  an  improvement  in  the  mpvement. 
Shipping  companies  are  well  supplied  as  to  sizes 
and  orders  are  being  filled  very  promptly. 

In  the  western  retail  trade  demand  has  slack¬ 
ened  somewhat  as  a  result  of  weather  conditions. 
In  Chicago  and  other  important  cities  dealers 
are  only  fairly  active  and  are  able  to  take  care 
of  the  business  that  is  coming  to  them  without 
increasing  their  summer  facilities. 

In  the  western  bituminous  trade  it  is  claimed 
that  the  light  movement  of  anthracite'  to  con¬ 
sumers  thus  far  the  present  season  is  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  fact  that  dealers  have  such  small 
stocks  of  bituminous  on  hand  that  many  of 
them  realize  the  necessity  of  increasing  their 
surplus  tonnage  of  the  latter  coal,  but  can  not 
do  so  and  will  not  be  able  to  until  they  have 
more  storage  room  available. 

Nearly  all  the  factors  engaged  in  the  shipping 
trade  in  connection  with  Pocahontas  and  New 
River  coal  made  an  advance  in  all-rail  prices 
the  early  part  of  the  week.  The  prevailing 
quotations  on  screened  lump  and  egg  are  $2.00 
@2.2.5  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $4.05(q'4.30  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  These  figures  are  being  well  main¬ 
tained.  The  tonnage  of  coal  coming  forward  is 
light  owing  to  the  shortage  of  cars  at  the  oper¬ 
ations.  Demand  also  has  been  more  or  less 
restricted  owing  to  the  advances  that  have  oc¬ 
curred  recently,  but  is  absorbing  about  all  the 
spot  coal  available.  Smokeless  run-of-mine  in 
the  standard  grades  is  now  generally  quoted  on 
the  basis  of  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $.3.30  f.  o.  b. 


Chicago.  J  he  tonnage  of  this  coal  available  at 
Chicago  and  other  points  remains  short  of  the  re¬ 
quirements  even  at  those  figures.  Owing  to  the 
recent  advances  in  the  price  of  coke,  the  impres¬ 
sion  seems  to  be  quite  general  that  jnore  screened 
coal  is -being  produced  than  run-of-mine,  hence 
the  shortage  Of  the  latter. 

West  Virginia  Coals  Rule  Steady. 

I  he  splint  market  continues  on  a  steady  basis 
at  the  range  of  quotations  given  a  week  ago. 
The  car  shortage  in  the  producing  fields  is  with¬ 
holding  shipments,  but  on  the  other  hand  demand 
from  domestic  consumers  has  not  yet  become 
very  active,  no  doubt  due  to  a  continuation  of 
the  mild  weather  in  the  west.  Domestic  lump  is 
(pioted  on  the  basis  of  $1.40(?i-1.50  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines  for  standard  grades  or  on  the  basis  of  $3.30 
fa, 3. 40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Some  specialties  com¬ 
mand  figures  10f420c  a  ton  higher. 

I'airmont  producers  are  suffering  more  or  less 
from  the  shortage  of  cars  and  movement  from 
the  mines  to  western  all-rail  points  is  more  or 
less  restricted  as  a  consequence.  Prices  show 
some  higher  tendency  on  the  standard  grades  of 
this  product  and  on  shipments  to  be  made  from 
the  mines  are  fairly  firm.  Occasionally  a  round 
lot  of  coal  in  the  Chicago  market  under  de¬ 
murrage  charges  is  sold  at  a  sacrifice  to  move  it 
promptly,  but  these  instances  do  not  occur  as 
frequently  as  they  did  a  few  weeks  ago.  Three 
quarter  coal  is  held  on  the  basis  of  $1.00@1.10 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.90,@3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Run-of-mine  is  quoted  at  90c@$1.00  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $2.80@2.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Domestic 
four  inch  lump  is  quoted  at  $1.50(q;i.60  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $3.40i@3.50  f.  o.  b.  Qiicago.  De¬ 
mand  in  this  market  for  this  coal  is  not  wide 
owing  to  the  heavy  freight  rate,  but  east  of  Chi¬ 
cago  a  heavy  tonnage  is  being  moved. 

In  the  Youghiogheny  product  from  western 
Pennsylvania  there  is  very  little  activity  at  Chi¬ 
cago  for  spot  product,  movement  being  confined 
almost  entirely  to  contracts  and  lake  require¬ 
ments.  The  shortage  of  cars  in  the  producing 
region  is  preventing  this  coal  from  being  much 
of  a  factor  in  any  of  the  western  spot  rail  mar¬ 
kets,  the  facilities  at  hand  being  utilized  by  the 
producing  companies  for  movement  to  lake  load¬ 
ing  ports.  Quotations  on  three  quarter  coal  to 
be  moved  from  the  mines  are  $1.10@1.20  f.  o.  b. 
Pittsburg  or  $3.00@3.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  In  the 
absence  of  spot  supplies  there  is  not  much  de¬ 
mand  for  this  coal.  Deliveries  all-rail  on  con¬ 
tracts  have  been  slow  during  the  past  fortnight, 
and  this  class  of  buyers  is  more  or  less  restless, 
urging  that  the  tonnage  coming  to  them  be  in¬ 
creased  if  possible. 

Hocking  Rules  Firm  at  Advance. 

The  recent  advance  of  fifteen  cents  a  ton  in 
the  all-rail  price  of  standard  Hocking  coal  is 
being  well  maintained,  and  most  of  the  sales 
reported  during  the  week  have  been  on  the 
basis  of  $3.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The  mines  are 
not  working  over  two  or  three  days  a  week  in 
the  region  and  about  all  this  coal  is  moving  to 
lake  ports,  so  that  rail  shipping  companies  are 
back  on  their  orders.  This  is  one  element  of 
firmness  in  the  situation,  another  being  more 
harmony  among  the  producing  interests  with 
reference  to  prices  than  has  prevailed  in  several 
years.  Not  so  much  coal  from  other  fields  is 
being  offered  as  standard  Hocking,  which  prob¬ 
ably  is  resulting  in  a  healthier  tone  on  the  stand¬ 
ard  grades.  Other  descriptions  than  domestic 
lump  quoted  in  western  all-rail  markets  are  hold¬ 
ing  to  the  circular  basis. 

In  western  coals  the  general  advances  made 
last  week  have  been  fairly  well  maintained,  the 
shortage  of  cars  at  the  mines  being  a  contrib¬ 
uting  factor  to  this  end.  Sullivan  county  do¬ 
mestic  lump  is  held  on  the  basis  of  $1.40@1.50 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  shipment  to  points  outside 
of  Chicago  or  $2.20@2.30  f.  o.  b.  this  city.  In 
Chicago  the  circular  is  not  always  maintained, 
but  the  market  is  much  steadier  than  formerly 
and  quotations  do  not  deviate  more  than  five 
or  ten  cents  from  these  figures.  Inch  and  a 
qu.irter  lump  seems  to  be  scarce  and  quotations 
have  been  on  the  basis  of  $1.20  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
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or  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Rui>of-mine  is  in 
heavier  supply  and  quotations  show  a  range  at 
90c@$1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  Or  $1.70@1.80  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Some  sales  have  been  reported 
slightly  below  these  figures.  Inch  and  a  quarter 
screenings  haye  beet]  weak,  ruling  at  40@60c 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or.$1.20@1.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Movement  to  the  points  outside  of  Chicago  is 
at  a  better  range, of  prices  than  locally. 

Western  Coals  Hold  Steady. 

-Linton  Or  Greene  county  coal  is  .held  at  the 
same  basis  as  Sullivan  in  most  instances,  except 
that  screenings  have  showed  a  lower  range  dur¬ 
ing  the  present  oversupply,  a  considerable  ton¬ 
nage  having  been  sold  in  this  city  during  the 
week  at  35c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.15  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago,  Outside  of  Chicago  this  description  of 
coal  is  held  firm  on  the  basis  of  60@70c  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine,  there  being  a  good  demand  for  the 
product  in  Indiana.  No.  3  coal  from  the  Indiana 
field  is  quoted  at  85@90c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for 
run-of-mine  or  $1.65@1.70  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Brazil  block  coal  holds  steady  at  $2.00  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $2.80  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  open  cars. 
Box  cars  are  ten  cents  additional  per  ton. 

In  the  Illinois  list  of  coals  Carterville  is  show¬ 
ing  a  somewhat  firmer  tone.  Lump  and  egg 
are  quoted  at  $1.35@1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for 
movement  to  points  outside  the  city,  and  these 


quotations  are  being  quite  generally  maintained. 
It  is  expected  the  price  will  advance  to  $1.50 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  flat  by  the  fifteenth  instant. 
These  prices  are  not  always  obtained  in  the  Chi¬ 
cago  market,  but  the  prevailing  quotation  on 
standard  coal  is  $2,25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  the 
sizes  named.  Screenings  are  more  or  less  weak 
as  a  result  of  the  general  oversupply  of  this 
product  and  are  quoted  at  $1.50@1.55  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago  for  the  three-inch  product. 

Washed  Coals  Are  Steady. 

Demand  has  not  yet  developed  active  propor¬ 
tions  for  No.  1  washed  coal,  but,  prices  are  much 
firmer  than  they  were  and -some  producing  com¬ 
panies  claim  to  have  more  orders  than  they  can 
fill  immediately,  owing  to  the  shortage  of  cars. 
Other  grades  of  washed  coal  rule  steady. 

The  product  from  the  Springfield  district  holds 
steady  at  the  previous  range  of  quotations. 
Domestic  lump  is  held  on  the  basis  of  $1.35@1.40 
f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or  $2.10@2.15  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago.  Inch  and  a  quarter  fuel  coal  is  quoted  at 
$1.15@1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.90@2.00  f  o.  b. 
Chicag^o.  Run-of-mine  rules  steady  at  90c@$1.00 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.65@1.75  f.  o.  b.  Cliicago. 
Screenings  have  been  unusually  weak,  showing  a 
wide  range  of  quotations  depending  upon  the 
urgency  with  which  they  must  be  moved.  Some 
demurrage  screenings  have  been  sold  as  low  as 


15^25c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  90c@$1.10  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Prevailing  quotations  on  shipments  to 
points  outside  of  Chicago  are  35@40c  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $1.10@1.15  £.  o.  b.  Oiicago. 

Some  Danville  three  and  a  half  inch  domestic 
lump  has  been  offered  at  prices  ranging  from 
$L90@2.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  during  the  week  to 
move  it.  Other  grades  of  Danville  coal  are  on 
about  the  same  basis  as  Springfield,  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Nfirthern  Illinois  coals  remain  steady 
on  the  circular  basis. 

Coke  Prices  Are  Higher. 

In  the  coke  trade  spot  supplies  in  Chicago  have 
been  light  during  the  week  and  buyers  have  had 
to  do  considerable  shopping  around  in  order  to 
obtain  a  few  cars.  Connellsville  seventy-two  hour 
foundry  coke  is  held  stronger  as  a  result  Of  these 
conditions,  showing  a  range  of  $2.75@3.00_  f.  o. 
b.  the  ovens  or  $5.40@5.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Furnace  coke  from  that  field  is  also  much 
stronger,  being  quoted  at  $2.25@2.50  f.  o.  b.  the 
ovens  or  $4.90@5.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Southern 
coke  is  quoted  at  $5.00@5.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
New  River  and  Pocahontas  coke  are  10@20i 
higher  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  this  city  for  the  various 
descriptions  than  a  week  ago.  The  sentiment 
underlying  the  market  is  bullish,^  and  further 
advances  are  predicted  by  the  active  factors  in 
the  trade. 


Market  Conditions  and  Trade  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Oct.  5. 

The  shortage  of  cars  probably  is  directly  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  great  strength  that  is  shown  m 
this  market,  and  this,  along  with  rumors  of  strikes 
that  are  to  be,  has  resulted  in  an  additional  ten 
cents  a  ton  being  added  to  the  wholesale  selling 
price  of  nearly  every  description  of  coal  produced 
in  this  district.  The  minimum  price  of  splint  do¬ 
mestic  lump  and  egg  coal  is  now  flat  $1.50  a  ton 
at  the  mines,  and  a  number  of  producers,  having 
orders  ahead,  perhaps,  have  advanced  their  prices 
even  higher.  A  common  quotation  for  New  River 
and  Pocahontas  lump  and  egg  coal  at  the  mines 
is  now  $2.25  a  ton,  but  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
get  this  coal  at  any  price. 

The  great  shortage  of  cars  that  has  been  such 
a  hindrance  to  trade  all  fall  is  still  the  bugbear  of 
the  coal  industry.  Allotment  sheets  from  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad  show  that  the  mines 
along  that  road  are  still  being  supplied  with  two 
days’  supplies  of  cars  a  week  or  less,  although 
other  railroads  are  doing  proportionately  much 
better.  Of  courser  the  scarcity  of  cars,  keeping 
down  the  production,  is  having  an  influence  in 
enabling  producing  companies  to  get  higher  prices 
for  their  coal,  but  most  of  the  coal  companies 
claim  they  are  being  almost  ruined  instead  of  mak¬ 
ing  money.  The  cost  of  running  a  mine  is  prac¬ 
tically  the  same  whether  it  runs  two  days  a  week 
or  six.  The  proportionate  cost  of  the  coal  that 
is  now  being  produced,  therefore,  is  some  higher 
than  if  the  mine  were  getting  out  a  much  larger 
tonnage.  Ihis  explanation  has  been  made  before, 
but  there  may  be  dealers  who  have  the  idea  that 
the  mining  companies  are  now  charging  more  than 
they  ought  for  their  coal,  and  it  is  for  the  benefit 
of  these  dealers  that  this  statement  is  made. 

Retail  Demand  Is  Active. 

While  the  weather  has  been  warm,  the  retail 
business  of  this  city  has  been  remarkably  heavy. 
Just  now  a  number  of  the  retailers  are  short_  of 
horses  to  enable  them  to  make  prompt  deliveries, 
and  are  paying  a  premium  for  teams  over  the 
price  usually  paid  for  delivery  in  the  retail  trade. 
It  is  probable  that  more  winter  coal  has  been 
sold  up  to  this  time  this  fall  than  for  many  years. 
The  buying  public  is  gradually  learning  that  coal 
is  cheaper  in  summer  and  fall  than  in  winter,  and 
that  deliveries  can  be  made  much  more  satisfac¬ 
torily.  It  is  therefore  laying  in  its  coal.  No 
changes  have  been  made  in  the  retail  prices,  but 
the  prediction  can  be  made  with  safety  that  No¬ 
vember  first  will  see  an  advance  of  at  least  twenty- 
five  cents  a  ton  on  all  domestic  grades  of  fuel. 
The  present  prices  are :  Luhrig,  $3.00 ;  Pittsburg, 
Kanawha,  Thacker,  Fairmont,  etc.,  $3.25;  anthra¬ 
cite,  $7.50;  Pocahontas  and  New  River,  $4.00,  and 


steam  coal  ranges  from  $1.75  a  ton  for  the  cheap¬ 
est  nut  and  slack  to  $2.50  for  Pocahontas  and 
New  River  run-of-mine.  Between  these  limits  are 
more  than  thirty  qualities  of  nut  and  slack. 

Leading  Coals  Firm  at  Wholesale. 

As  noted  in  the  foregoing,  most  of  the  leading 
coals,  such  as  Raymond,  Glen  Alum,  Thacker, 
Luhrig  and  Kanawha,  are  quoted  at  $1.50  a  ton 
at  the  mines,  which,  with  a  freight  rate  of  $1.00, 
makes  $2.50  coal  here.  The  price  of  river  coal 
from  Pittsburg  and  Kanawha  elevated  from  barges 
and  loaded  on  cars  is  about  the  same  as  all-rail. 
Nut  and  slack  shows  a  decided  improvement  over 
a  week  or  two  ago.  A  contract  calling  for  a  large 
tonnage  of  Kanawha  nut  and  slack  was  made  to¬ 
day  at  sixty  cents  a  ton  at  the  mines.  Nut  and 
slack  now  ranges  at  50@70  cents  a  ton.  While 
the  official  quotation  on  Pocahontas  and  New 
River  lump  and  egg  coal  is  still  $2.00  a  ton,  evpy 
prominent  company  except  one  is  now  asking 
$2.25  for  lump  and  egg,  and  $1.25  for  run-of- 
mine.  There  is  not  much  smokeless  nut  and  slack 
on  the  market  for  the  reason  that  it  pays  better 
to  make  it  into  coke  at  prevailing  prices.  The 
quotation  on  it,  however,  is  ninety  cents. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  river  situation.  Pitts¬ 
burg  and  Kanawha  lump  are  worth  7@7,;4  cents 
a  bushel  afloat  in  barges,  and  nut  and  slack  5@S^ 
cents  a  bushel  afloat.  The  demand  for  river  coal 
is  somewhat  better  than  it  has  been  on  account  of 
the  activity  in  the  retail  business  of  the  city.  The 
river  coal  trade  is  perfectly  normal,  there  being 
plenty  of  coal  afloat  in  the  harbor  to  keep  the 
river  elevators  supplied  until  there  is  another  rise. 
There  was  an  apparent  scarcity  of  nut  and  slack, 
but  as  the  retail  trade  increases  the  amount  of 
screenings  will  increase  and  result  in  that  much 
more  fine  coal  being  offered  on  the  market.  All 
of  the  river  coal  companies’  towboats  are  being 
repaired  and  made  ready  for  the  opening  up  of 
navigation  later  in  the  fall. 

NEWS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

O.  P.  Curran  Jr.,  president  of  the  Economy 
Fuel  Co.,  has  been  at  the  mines  for  more  than 
a  week. 

F.  H.  Benedict,  manager  of  the  Thacker  Co., 
is  just  back  from  the  mines,  where  he  spent  nearly 
a  week  using  his  best  endeavors  to  get  cars. 

Harry  P.  Jones,  president  of  the  Big  Hill  Coal 
Co.,  is  spending  part  of  the  week  at  his  various 
mines  in  Kentucky,  incidentally  taking  in  the  Lex¬ 
ington  races. 

Alexander  Cunninghame,  president  of  the  Luh¬ 
rig  Coal  Co.,  spent  much  of  the  week  playing 
golf.  A  championship  tournament  was  held  here, 
and  it  was  necessary  for  Mr.  Cunninghame  to 


play  in  order  to  retain  his  position  as  one  of  the 
champions  of  the  state.  The  result  of  the  tourna¬ 
ment  will  not  be  known  until  the  end  of  the  week. 

Fred  C.  Todd,  president  of  the  Damascus  Coal 
Co.,  will  become  a  resident  of  Cincinnati  soon, 
the  organization  of  this  company  making  it  nec¬ 
essary  for  him  to  be  here  much,  if  not  all  the  time. 

A.  Rumpler,  Indiana  agent  of  the  Luhrig  Coal 
Co.,  with  headquarters  in  Indianapolis,  was  here 
part  of  the  week.  Mr.  Rumpler  has  worked  up  a 
fine  trade  for  his  coal  throughout  the  state  of 
Indiana. 

W.  P.  Slaughter,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Glen  Alum  Fuel  Co.,  is  spending 
most  of  the  week  at  his  company’s  West  Virginia 
mines  trying  to  hurry  forward  some  of  his  most 
urgent  orders. 

J.  C.  Wheeler,  general  sales  agent  for  the  New 
River  Coal  Sales  Co.,  has  just  bought  a  handsome 
residence  in  Clifton,  Cincinnati’s  most  beautiful 
and  exclusive  suburb,  and  will  occupy  hisy  new 
home  in  a  few  weeks. 

George  W.  Johnson,  traffic  manager  of  the  Da¬ 
mascus  Coal  Co.,  is  making  his  first  round  among 
his  customers  since  the  organization  of  his  new 
company.  He  spent  most  of  the  week  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  state. 

D.  E.  Lahey,  the  recently  appointed  traffic  rnan- 
ager  and  western  sales  agent  of  the  New  River 
Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  has  taken  up  his 
work  in  Cincinnati  and  will  move  his  family  here 
as  soon  as  he  can  obtain  suitable  quarters. 

George  H.  Keeney  has  returned  to  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness  in  Rising  Sun,  Ind.  Rising  Sun  is  one  of  the 
good  towns  in  that  state  that  does  not  enjoy  the 
benefits  of  a  railroad,  and  the  coal  dealers  are 
forced  to  handle  river  coal  whether  they  wish  to 
or  not. 

William  Burlingham,  western  manager  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  left  a  few 
days  ago  in  company  with  W.  S.  Taylor,  one  of 
his  best  salesmen,  to  cover  a  number  of  the  im¬ 
portant  cities  and  towns  along  the  lakes.  He  will 
visit  Chicago  before  he  returns. 

Harry  R.  Mather,  manager  of  the  Cincinnati 
business  of  Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  was  called 
to  Philadelphia  Wednesday  by  the  death  of  his 
aunt.  While  in  the  Quaker  City  he  will  confer 
with  the  head  office  on  a  number  of  matters  of 
importance.  He  expects  to  be  away  about  a  week. 

William  A.  Stone  of  the  William  A.  Stone  Coal 
Co.  has  added  William  A.  Stone  Jr.  to  his  force. 
William  .4.,  Junior,  is  just  two  days  old.  and  while 
he  may  some  day  become  a  valuable  factor  in  the 
selling  department  managed  by  his  father,  now 
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his  principal  occupation  is  yelling.  The  father  is 
very  proud  of  the  boy  and  is  receiving  the  con¬ 
gratulations  of  his  numerous  friends. 

Robert  S.  Magee,  sales  manager  for  the  Econ¬ 
omy  Fuel  Co.,  met  with  a  serious  accident  last 
week  while  returning  from  one  of  the  mines  of 
the  company  near  Williamson,  on  the  Norfolk  & 
Western  railroad.  Mr.  Magee  was  riding  horse¬ 
back,  and  his  horse,  which  was  blind  in  one  eye, 
got  too  close  to  a  barbed  wire  fence,  and  being 
I)ricked  by  the  barbs,  made  a  sudden  lurch  which 
tlirew  the  rider  to  the  ground.  Mr.  Magee  struck 
on  his  face  and  broke  several  bones.  He  was 
obliged  to  undergo  an  operation  after  he  returned 


Market 

Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
PlTTSliURG,  Pa.,  Oct.  .5. 

'I'he  Pittsburg  coal  trade  is  just  now  surround¬ 
ed  by  an  atmosphere  of  a  decidedly  bullish  hue 
and  coal  men  are  unanimous  in  the  belief  that 
the  immediate  future  contains  much  in  store  that 
is  good.  It  is  highly  satisfactory  to  contemplate 
the  insistent  advance  in  prices  all  along  the  line. 
Throughout  the  comparatively  dull  season  of 
the  summer  months,  when  prices  were  at  low 
ebb  and  coal  men  looked  gloomy,  the  month  of 
October  was  pointed  to  as  the  beginning  of  a 
better  era,  at  least  so  far  as  prices  are  con¬ 
cerned.  And  the  advent  of  the  month  brought  a 
realization  of  these  prophesies  in  a  marked  de¬ 
gree.  Monday  was  the  day,  and,  true  to  fore¬ 
cast,  the  larger  operators  issued  their  new  quota¬ 
tions.  The  advance  that  already  has  taken  place, 
amounting  to  at  least  ten  cents  per  ton  all  around, 
has  brought  Pittsburg  run-of-mine  up  to  an  offi¬ 
cial  quotation  nearly  reaching  $1.25  per  ton.  But 
the  end  is  not  yet.  There  seems  to  be  a  strong 
undercurrent  of  feeling  in  the  local  market  that 
a  general  advance  will  follow,  ending  only  in 
November.  Lake  coal  prices  are  expected  to 
leap  upward  as  the  month  goes  by. 

The  car  shortage,  that  annual  bugaboo  which 
indeed  covers  a  multitude  of  coal  sins,  is  the 
principal  market  influence  that  is  making  for 
higher  prices.  The  recovery  at  this  season  is 
highly  satisfactory,  but  even  now  prices  do  not 
promise  to  reach  an  excessive  point,  by  any 
means.  The  advance  has  been  more  noticeable 
than  usual  because  the  recovery  after  the  dull 
season  has  been  somewhat  sharper  than  ordinarily, 
but  the  operator  and  dealer  are  getting  no  more 
than  their  just  due.  It  is  even  predicted  by  some 
that  the  final  fixed  winter  price,  by  the  time  it 
reaches  the  consumer’s  point,  will  be  a  trifle 
lower  than  last  year. 

In  point  of  demand  and  output  the  conditions 
and  figures  of  last  week  apply.  The  operators, 
large  and  small,  are  pushing  their  capacity  to 
the  limit  and  are  rushing  the  output,  governed 
always  by  the  car  supply,  Avhich  is  meager'  in¬ 
deed,  to  the  lalces  in  order  td' bring  up  the  ton¬ 
nage  to  as  large  a  figure  as  possible  before  lake 
navigation  closes.  The  official  closing  day  for 
lake  navigation  falls  this  year  on  December  fifth, 
so  there  remains  ample  time  for  heavy  operations 
and  coal  movement  in  that  direction. 

Car  Shortage  Advances  Prices. 

Orders  of  all  kinds  are  over-plentiful  in  view 
of  the  stringency  of  the  car  supply.  There  are 
some  big  contracts  on  the  market  just  now,  the 
almost  unprecedented  activity  in  the  steel  and  iron 
industries  stimulating  the  coal  and  coke  trade 
in  a  remarkable  degree.  The  outlook,  therefore, 
regarding  the  western  Pennsylvania  coal  trade 
from  now  on,  in  point  of  demand,  supply  and 
prices,  will  continue  to  be  favorable.  The  Pitts¬ 
burg  coal  trade,  especially,  has  not  been  enjoy¬ 
ing  its  share  of  good  things  for  some  time,  and 
consequently  a  spirit  of  contentment  prevails  here 
at  the  change.  Instead  of  the  dealers  looking  for 
the  buyer  and  urging  him  with  circulars,  special 
concessions,  low  prices,  etc.,  which  has  been  the 
history  of  the  situation  for  the  past  three  months, 
the  buyer  is  frantically  endeavoring  to  find  the 
seller  and  seems  disposed  to  accede  to  any  figures 
the  latter  may  ask. 

'W’estmoreland  county  slack  has  been  one  of 
the  scarcest  articles  in  the  market  this  week. 
There  are  orders  on  record  where  eighty  to  nine¬ 


to  Cincinnati.  He  is  still  suffering  considerably 
from  the  accident,  but  is  pluckily  sticking  to  his 
business. 

The  many  Cincinnati  friends  of  C.  H.  Jones  will 
be  pleased  to  learn  of  his  prosperity  in  Indianap¬ 
olis.  A  year  or  so  ago  Mr.  Jones  located  in  that 
city  and  organized  the  Central  Coal  &  Mining 
Co.  By  hard  work  he  developed  a  nice  business 
for  this  company.  A  few  weeks  ago,  after  the 
formation  of  the  Vandalia  Coal  Co.,  that  corpora¬ 
tion  decided  to  make  Mr.  Jones  an  offer  for  his 
services,  and  he  is  now  assistant  general  sales 
agent  of  the  Vandalia  Coal  Co.  Mr.  Jone^’  wife. 


ty  cents  gross  has  been  paid  for  immediate  ship¬ 
ments  of  this  product. 

The  car  supply  remains  tight  and  none  of  the 
Pittsburg  railroads  is  furnishing  the  mines  with 
more  than  three  or  four  days’  supply  to  the  week, 
riiose  concerns  which  own  private  rolling  stock 
are  issuing  orders  to  purchasers  to  unload  cars 
as  rapidly  as  possible  and  return  them.  They 
are,  therefore,  in  a  much  better  position  to 
handle  heavy  contracts  and  immediate  shipping 
orders  than  the  smaller  dealer  who  is  at  the 
mercy  of  the  railroads. 

River  coal  men  are  confident  of  another  ship¬ 
ment  of  coal  this  month,  as  the  heavy  rains  have 
done  much  to  lift  the  water  to  a  coal  barge  stage. 

Coke  Industry  Is  Thriving. 

The  coke  trade  is  keeping  well  apace  with  the 
activity  predominating  in  the  coal,  steel,  iron  and 
milling  business,  and  coke  prices  promise  to  ad¬ 
vance  just  as  insistently  as  coal  prices.  At  pres¬ 
ent  strictly  Connellsville  furnace  coke  is  quoted 
at  $2.50  per  ton  and  foundry  coke  at  $3.00  per 
ton.  A  leading  Connellsville  coke  producer  this 
week  stated  to  the  representative  of  The  Black 
Diamond  that  few  Connellsville  concerns  are 
quoting  prices  for  1906  delivery,  as  it  is  risky  in 
the  face  of  an  almost  positively  assured  advance 
in  prices.  The  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Co.  is  almost 
entirely  out  of  the  market,  so  far  as  independent 
orders  go,  as  the  output  is  going  almost  exclu¬ 
sively  to  the  United  States  Steel  Corporation. 
Coke  prices  in  this  district  are  at  a  distinct  ad¬ 
vance  over  summer  figures.  The  car  shortage 
and  the  steel  industry  boom,  which  threaten  to 
cause  a  shortage  of  coke,  are  factors  that  have 
brought  the  stiff  tone  to  the  coke  trade. 

President  Jones  Makes  Address. 

John  H.  Jones,  president  of  the  Pitlsburg- 
Buffalo  Co.,  was  one  of  the  speakers  at  the  an¬ 
nual-banquet  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Editorial 
Association,  held  last  Wednesday  evening  at  the 
Schenley  hotel,  this  city.  Other  speakers  were 
Congressman  John  Dalzell  and  Charles  Emory 
Smith,  a  well-known  Pennsylvania  newspaper 
man.  Mr.  Jones  spoke  on  the  subject  of  “Old 
King  Coal”  and  its  relationship  to  the  editorial 
“we.”  His  address,  in  part,  was  as  follows : 

“I  am  glad  to  extend  to  you  a  warm  and 
hearty  welcome  to  the  greatest  manufacturing 
city  in  the  world — a  kingdom  governed  by  Old 
King  Coal  and  his  consort.  Queen  Iron  Ore. 

“Prior  to  1885  many  coal  mines  were  worked 
in  a  very  crude  manner.  Mine  foremen  were  not 
then  as  well  educated  as  they  are  today,  nor  as 
well  posted  in  the  management  of  coal  properties. 
Mines  that  produced  300  tons  a  day  were  the  e.x- 
ception  and  not  the  rule.  But  wonderful  progress 
has  been  made  during  the  past  few  years.  Our 
largest  loeal  independent  manufacturing  company 
has  expended  more  than  $1,000,000  in  the  equip¬ 
ment  of  a  single  mine,  which  has  recently  pro¬ 
duced  in  excess  of  7,000  tons  of  coal  in  one  day 
of  eight  hours,  for  its  own  exclusive  use,  and 
the  ma.ximum  has  not  yet  been  reached,  the 
business  of  this  company  having  increased  more 
than  five  times  within  the  last  fifteen  years. 

“Owing  to  the  installation  of  modern  machinery, 
such  as  electric  and  pneumatic  mining  machines 
and  locomotives,  requiring  great  skill  and  care 
for  their  operation  and  maintenance,  mine  mana¬ 
gers  and  foremen  must  have  a  technical  and  me¬ 
chanical  education  as  well  as  long  practical  e.x- 
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a  highly  educated  and  brilliant  woman,  with  con¬ 
siderable  business  experience,  stepped  into  Mr. 
Jones’  place  in  the  Central  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  and 
is  now  managing  that  company  quite  successfully. 

Bosse  &  Opp  is  the  firm  name  of  a  new  coal 
concern  at  Aurora,  IiVd.  These  two  gentlemen 
hav^  equipped  themselves  with  a  plant  to  handle 
river  coal  directly  from  barges,  and  have  a  Big 
hour  switch  directly  into  their  yards.  They  are 
well  sto.cked  up  at  present  with  river  coal,  but  will 
be  in  the  market  soon  for  some  additional  anthra¬ 
cite  and  other  grades  handled  only  by  rail.  They 
pay  cash  for  everything  they  buy.  They  are  al¬ 
ready  doing  a  very  satisfactory  retail  business. 


perience  in  mining.  Most  of  our  mine  foremen 
are  being  educated  along  these  lines. 

“When  we  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that 
twenty-five  years  ago  from  $5,000  to  $20,000  was 
,  the  prevailing  amount  expended  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  coal  mine  with  a  capacity  of  15,009  to 
'tO.OOO  tons  per  annum,  and  that  today  it  costs 
from  $250,000  to  $1,0(X),000  to  equip  one  of  our 
modern  mines,  and  that  they  are  now  capable  of 
producing  from  590,000  to  1,500,000  tons  of  coal 
per  annum,  you  can  readily  see  why  it  is  neces¬ 
sary  for  mine  foremen  and  managers  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  every  opportunity  to  improve  their 
education  so  they  may  be  enabled  to  equip  and 
operate  such  large  enterprises  to  the  best  advan¬ 
tage.” 

Dean  of  Waterways  Is  Dead. 

Capt.  John  F.  Dravo,  the  well-known  leader 
in  Ohio  river  improvement  matters  and  one  of 
the  foremost  figures  in  the  early  coal  history  of 
this  district,  died  at  his  home  in  Beaver,  Pa., 
September  thirtieth,  at  the  age  of  eighty-si.x 
years.  He  was  an  ex-member  of  the  state  legis¬ 
lature,  suri'eyor  and  revenue  collector  in  Pitts¬ 
burg  for  many  years,  and  was  also  prominently 
connected  with  the  Pittsburg  Coal  Exchange  and 
the  Pittsburg  Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  was 
identified  for  a  long  period  with  the  coal  and 
coke  interests  of  this  city  and  was  actively  in¬ 
terested  in  the  improvement  of  the  waterways, 
which  led  to  his  being  called  “dean  of  the  water¬ 
ways.” 

i\Ir.  Dravo  was  born  in  West  Newton,  Pa.,  Oc¬ 
tober  twenty-ninth,  1819.  When  a  boy  he  assist¬ 
ed  in  the  office  of  his  father,  who  was  an  ex¬ 
tensive  coal  merchant,  and  there  gained  a  practi¬ 
cal  knowledge  of  the  business.  Upon  attaining 
manhood  young  Dravo  went  to  McKeesport, 
where  he  engaged  in  mining  and  shipping  coal. 
He  rapidly  became  a  leader  in  that  line  of  in¬ 
dustry,  gained  a  fortune  and  acquired  a  large 
amount  of  valuable  real  estate.  He  founded  the 
town  of  Dravosburg,  on  the  Monongahela  river 
near  McKeesport. 

In  1868  ^ir.  Dravo  disposed  of  his  extensive 
coal  interests  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
coke.  After  establishing  large  plants  at  Connells¬ 
ville  he  organized  the  Pittsburg  Gas,  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  of  which  he  became  general  manager  and 
later  president.  This  corporation  began  opera¬ 
tions  with  forty  ovens,  but  upon  the  resignation 
of  Mr.  Dravo  in  1883  its  plant  comprised  300 
ovens,  with  a  monthly  output  of  nearly 'half  a 
million  bushels.  In  1860  he  was  elected  to  the 
presidency  of  the  Pittsburg  Coal  Exchange,  and 
he  held  that  position  until  he  resigned  in  1870. 
In  1884  he  was  chosen  president  of  the  Pittsburg 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  He  labored  incessantly 
for  years  to  obtain  improvements  in  the  Monon¬ 
gahela  valley  and  along  the  Ohio  river.  He  was 
repeatedly  sent  to  the  national  capital  to  present 
the  need  of  river  improvements  in  the  Pittsburg 
district,  and  he  gained  many  concessions  of  in¬ 
estimable  value  to  the  coal  trade  of  western 
Pennsylvania. 

The  funeral  was  held  at  Beaver.  Pa.,  Tuesday 
of  this  week.  Numerous  Pittsburg  coal  men 
were  in  attendance.  Meetings  of  the  Pittsburg 
Coal  Exchange  and  the  Monongahela  Consoli¬ 
dated  River  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  were  held  and  hon¬ 
orary  pallbearers  were  appointed.  The  offices  of 
the  iSlonongahela  Consolidated  River  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.  were  closed  Tuesday  afternoon  to  give  every 
one  an  opportunity  to  attend  the  funeral.  Vice- 
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President  George  W.  Theiss  and  J.  Frank  Tilley, 
of  the  same  company,  were  named  to  draft  suit¬ 
able  resolutions  on  Captain  Dravo’s  death.  • 

Electrical  Mine  Improvements. 

The  Washington  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  one  of  the 
largest  and  best  known  coke  producing  compa¬ 
nies  in  the  Pittsburg  district,  will  install  addi¬ 
tional  electrical  power  at  mines  No.  1  and  No.  2, 
at  Star  Junction,  Pa.,  and  this  week  placed  con¬ 
tracts  for  some  of  the  equipment. 

The  order  for  three  300-horsepower  Stirling 
water-tube  boilers  was  placed  some  weeks  ago, 
these  boilers  being  designed  to  utilize  the  waste 
heat  from  coke  ovens  and  to  furnish  steam  for  the 
electric  plant  above  mentioned.  The  apparatus 
contracted  for  this  week  includes  two  cross¬ 
compound  Buckeye  engines  of  approximately  500- 
horsepower  each,  designed  to  run  non-condens¬ 
ing,  and  for  direct  driving,  300-ki'owatt  three- 
wire  generators,  550-275  volts,  at  150  revolutions 
per  minute,  which  will  be  furnished  by  the  West- 
inghouse  Electric  &  Manufacturing  Co.  The 
electric  contract  also  includes  a  four-panel  blue 
Vermont  marble  switchboard,  with  necessary 
switches,  instruments  and  connections.  George  R. 
Wood,  of  Pittsburg,  is  consulting  electrical  en¬ 
gineer  for  the  Washington  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

The  company  now  has  in  operation  one  100- 
kilowatt  275-volt  generator,  operating  coke  larries, 
small  motors  and  lights. .  The  large  generators 
are  to  operate  mine  haulage  locomotives  at  550 
volts,  at  the  same  time  furnishing  275-volt  cur¬ 
rent  for  the  larries,  lights,  etc.,  interchangeably 
with  the  present  generator. 

The  use  of  waste  heat  from  coke  ovens  under 
boilers  is  exciting  much  interest  in  the  Connells- 
ville  region,  and  the  operation  of  this  plant  and 
that  of  the  York  Run  plant  of  the  H.  C.  Frick 
Coke  Co.  will  be  closely  followed  by  operators 
and  engineers  generally.  The  Frick  plant  referred 
to  is  expected  to  be  put  into  service  about  No¬ 
vember  fifteenth,  and  the  electric  power  generated 
is  to  supply  the  new  Sheaf  and  York  Run  plants, 
about  800  ovens,  and  later  the  Kyle  works,  an 
older  operation.  The  York  Run  plant  is  of  1,200- 
kilowatt  initial  capacity  and  the  voltage  is  2,300, 
transformed  at  the  mines  to  500  volts.  The  W.  G. 
Wilkins  Co.  has  charge  at  this  plant,  with  George 
R.  Wood  as  consulting  electrical  engineer. 

Labor  Notes  of  the  District. 

President  John  Mitchell,  of  the  united  mine 
workers,  was  a  Pittsburg  visitor  Monday.  He 
made  a  short  call  at  the  local  union  headquarters 
and  then  departed  for  the  east.  Saturday  of  this 
week  he  is  scheduled  to  address  a  mass  meeting 
at  Elizabeth.  Over  10,000  miners  of  the  Monon- 
gahela  valley  are  expected  to  attend  this  meeting, 
and  in  addition  to  the  speech  by  the  president 
many  district  officers  will  be  on  the  program.  A 
parade  and  carnival  have  been  arranged.  This 
address  of  Mr.  Mitchell  will  be  the  first  of  the 
present  campaign  in  the  Pittsburg  district,  and 
the  miners  are  being  told  that  it  will  be  the  key¬ 
note  of  the  active  preparations  for  meeting  the 
events  at  the  termination  of  the  present  wage 
scale. 

Thomas  L.  Lewis,  of  Indianapolis,  national 
vice-president  of  the  miners’  union,  passed  through 
Pittsburg  on  his  way  home  Monday  of  this  week. 
He  had  been  canvassing  the  western  Pennsylvania 
coal  district,  having  been  last  at  Greensburg,  a 
few  miles  east  of  Pittsburg.  At  local  headquar¬ 
ters  he  stated  that  he  found  a  scarcity  of  miners 
in  the  bituminous  district,  but  that  many  men  who 
had  left  the  district  for  the  summer  were  return¬ 
ing. 

PERSONAL  AND  GENERAL  NOTES. 

George  A.  Magoon,  vice-president  of  the 
Shoenberger  Coal  Co.,  this  week  is  absent  from 
the  city  on  a  northwestern  business  trip. 

The  strike  at  Bitumen,  at  the  mines  of  the 
Cook’s  Run  Coal  Co.,  was  settled  this  week  and 
the  men  have  returned  to  work  after  being  out 
five  weeks.  The  total  quota  of  500  men  will  be 
at  work  by  Saturday. 

The  Vandegrift  Coal  Co.,  Blairsville,  Pa.,  has 
been  incorporated  with  a  capital  of  $30,000,  the 
directors  being  Thomas  Maher,  W.  P.  Graff, 
Blairsville;  L.  W.  Hicks,  Leechburg,  and  S.  J. 
Robinson,  Saltsburg,  Pa. 

The  Maryland  Coal  Co.,  of  Johnstown,  Pa., 
closed  a  deal  this  week,  whereby  it  acquires  a 


tract  of  3,000  acres  of  coal  lands  at  South  Fork, 
in  Cambria  county.  The  cost  is  said  to  have  been 
in  the  vicinity  of  $400,000. 

The  large  mines  of  the  Lackawanna  Coal  Co. 
at  Wehrum,  in  the  Black  Lick  valley,  which  have 
been  closed  over  a  year,  are  being  reopened  and 
the  town  is  being  rejuvenated.  Additional  men 
will  be  taken  on  until  the  full  quota  is  employed. 

Parkinson  &  Jones,  of  this  city,  this  week  pur¬ 
chased  a  large  block  of  coal  in  East  Finley  town¬ 
ship,  near  Washington,  Pa.  They  are  also  ne¬ 
gotiating  for  a  tract  of  2,700  acres  immediately 
adjoining  their  present  holdings  in  the  same  dis¬ 
trict.  ' 

Announcement  has  been  made  that  250  coke 
ovens  are  to  be  built  at  Midland,  Ohio,  near  the 
state  line,  on  the  Cleveland  &  Pittsburg  railroad, 
by  the  Midland  Steel  Co.,  of  Pittsburg.  Coal  for 
the  plant  will  be  shipped  to  Midland  by  way  of 
the  Ohio  river. 

Frank  H.  Douthitt,  manager  of  the  mines  of 
the  Thompson  Run  Coal  Co.,  was  married  this 
week  to  Miss  Myrtle  Luella  Lowry  at  Elwood 
City,  Pa.  The  couple  left  for  a  tour  of  the  east¬ 
ern  cities  and  will  be  at  home  later  in  Elwood 
City.  Mr.  Douthitt  has  many  Pittsburg  friends. 

Capt.  John  Moren,  of  the  Monongahela  River 
Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  returned  home 
this  week  from  a  business  trip  to  Cincinnati,  St. 
Louis  and  other  western  cities.  Charles  H.  Bon¬ 
ner,  the  St.  Louis  representative  of  this  com¬ 
pany,  spent  nearly  all  of  last  week  in  Pittsburg. 

While  inspecting  a  coal  mine  at  Belsena,  Clear¬ 
field  county,  Thomas  J.  Scott,  of  Altoona,  one 
of  the  best  known  mining  engineers  of  the  west¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania  fields,  was  killed  last  Monday 
by  \  fall  of  rock.  He  was  aged  thirty  years  and 
was  the  son  of  J.  W.  Scott,  a  mining  engineer, 
formerly  of  Pitt.sburg. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Erick,  aged  eighty-.six  years, 
mother  of  H.  C.  Frick,  died  at  her  home  in 
Wooster,  Ohio,  last  Saturday  night.  The  im¬ 
mediate  cause  of  her  death  was  paralysis.  Mr. 
Frick  reached  Wooster  a  few  hours  before  his 
mother  died.  Mrs.  Frick  was  a  native  of  Mount 
Pleasant,  Pa.,  where  she  lived  until  twenty-five 
years  ago.  Mr.  Frick  was  greatly  devoted  to  his 


mother  and  visited  her  frequently.  Besides’H.  C. 
Frick,  she  is  survived  by  the  following  children: 
Mrs.  Anna  Braddock,  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Pa. ; 
Mrs.  J.  S.  Overholt,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Lott  and  Edgar 
and  Aaron  Erick,  all  of  Wooster. 

The  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  has  just  closed  con¬ 
tracts  with  the  Republic  Iron  &  Steel  Co.  for 
90,000  tons  of  coke,  and  with  the  Lackawanna 
Steel  Co.  for  60,000  tons.  The  shipments  are  to 
extend  throughout  the  coming  year,  the  Republic 
company  to  receive  7,500  tons  monthly  and  the 
Lackawanna  5,000  tons. 

More  mines  are  being  opened  by  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Co.  in  the  Pittsburg  district.  Three  opera¬ 
tions  were  commenced  this  week,  the  mine  at 
Tom’s  Run  being  started  after  a  period  of  six 
months’  idleness.  Operations  were  also  resumed 
at  the  McDonald  and  Walker’s  Mills  mines,  in 
the  Panhandle  district,  engaging  approximately 
1,000  men. 

At  a  meeting  this  week  in  Pittsburg  it  was  de¬ 
cided  by  the  local  association  of  masters  and 
pilots  of  coal  craft  to  request  the  United  States 
engineers  to  remove  the  bridge  piers  in  the 
Monongahela  river  at  Coal  Center.  For  years 
these  piers  have  been  a  menace  to  Ohio  river  coal 
shipping.  They  were  never  used  for  the  purpose 
for  which  they  were  erected,  having  been  placed 
there  twenty-five  years  ago  by  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  railroad  for  bridge  purposes  and  later  were 
abandoned.  It  has  been  requested  by  river  coal 
companies  on  several  -occasions  that  the  piers  be 
removed,  but  action  always  has  been  deferred. 

Boyts,  Porter  &  Co.,  Connellsville,  Pa.,  manu¬ 
facturers  of  the  well-known  Yough  steam  pumps, 
are  having  a  particularly  heavy  run  on  their 
Woodline  steam,  air  and  electric  pumps.  .Among 
the  many  orders  now  being  executed  by  this 
firm  may  be  noted  the  following :  Cincinnati 
Traction  Co.,  a  large  order  for  boiler  feed  pumps, 
20x12x30;  H.  C.  Frick  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  five  large 
double  plunger  boiler  feed  steam  pumps  and 
three  Woodline  pumps ;  Pennsylvania  Gas,  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  duplex  electric  mine  pump ;  South 
Connellsville  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  special  double 
boiler  feed  pump ;  W.  J.  Rainey,  large  double 
pluiger  Woodline  mine  pump;  Struthers  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  New  Salem,  Pa.,  boiler  feed  pumps. 


Mining  News  from  West  Virginia. 


Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  Oct.  5. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Of  course  it  is  an  old  story,  but 
very  little  could  be  said  about  the  mining  in¬ 
dustry  in  West  Virginia  at  present  without  ref¬ 
erence  to  the  insufficient  car  supply,  and  when 
that  is  said  a  good  index  to  the  situation  is 
given.  In  the  Fairmont  region  the  shippers 
have  been  led  to  believe  that  relief  will  come 
the  second  week  in  October,  a  hope  based  on  the 
reduction  in  the  movement  of  grain,  but  there 
is  nothing  tangible  on  which  to  pin  faith. 

This  complaint  of  a  shortage  of  cars  is  un¬ 
limited  and  emanates  from  all  the  various  coal 
centers  in  this  state  and  across  the  Ohio  river 
in  the  eastern  Ohio  field.  A  shortage  of  coal 
is  reported  at  the  head  of  the  lakes  on  this 
account,  and  it  is  feared  that  it  will  be  greater 
at  the  end  of  the  season.  Already  coal  men  say 
that  the  aggregate  coal  that  will  be  sent  to  the 
lakes  from  this  field  will  be  less  this  year  than 
last.  A  flood  of  empty  cars  would  work  won¬ 
ders  in  three  or  four  weeks,  but  no  such  good 
fortune  is  expected. 

Prices  are  some  better.  No  quotations  are  given 
at  the  mines  or  shipping  points  for  public 
consumption,  however,  a  fact  which  may  sug¬ 
gest  the  belief  of  the  operators  that  the  better¬ 
ment  in  prices  will  not  be  lasting.  They  may 
be  more  candid  after  they  are  sure  of  their 
ground,  but  are  content  at  present  with  looking 
cheerfully  on  the  price  question  and  holding  back 
any  information  that  might  encourage  their  rivals 
in  trade. 

Anticipate  Good  Volume  of  Business. 

Besides  the  price  improvenfent  there  is  a 
general  feeling  that  reasonably  good  business 
will  be  experienced  from  now  till  the  first  of 
April.  A  good  deal  of  the  present  demand  is 


attributed  to  the  probability  of  a  strike  on  that 
date,  as  it  comes  from  manufacturers  and  other 
users  of  steam  coal  who  do  not  want  to  be  em¬ 
barrassed  by  a  miner’s  strike.  They  are  taking 
steps  to  stock  up  their  plants  in  advance. 

But  here,  again,  comes  in  the  question  of  rail¬ 
road  movement.  It  is  not  thought  the  railroads 
will  be  able  to  keep  up  with  the  demand  any 
bejter  than  they  are  doing  at  present.  West 
Virginia,  because  of  its  hilly  formation,  is  de¬ 
pendent  on  single  track  roads.  Its  three  trunk 
lines  have  double  tracks  only  in  some  parts  and 
then  for  comparatively  short  stretches.  I  hese 
roads  have  increased  their  coal  equipment  ma¬ 
terially  during  the  last  two  years,  and  it  is  not 
a  question  of  that  sort  of  cars,  but  is  reduced 
finally  to  their  ability  to  keep  up  with  a  de¬ 
mand  which  now  overta.xes  them. 

Many  New  Coke  Ovens  Planned. 

Coke  is  much  higher  and  is  in  better  demand 
in  proportion  than  coal,  just  as  it  has  been  all 
this  year.  Mention  has  been  made  of  the  orders 
Senator  Elkins  has  given  for  additional  coke 
ovens  at  his  properties  at  Morgantown,  along 
the  line  of  the  Morgantown  &  Kingwood  rail¬ 
road,  which  will  amount  to  about  500  new  ovens 
when  completed.  It  now  develops  that  in  the 
same  new  territory  the  Deckers  Creek  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  will  construct  450  new  ovens,  giving  it 
an  even  half  a  thousand. 

With  the  Elkins  ovens  this  will  make  a  grand 
total  of  1,000.  Only  half  of  the  last  named  com¬ 
pany’s  ovens  will  be  built  this  fall.  The  pres¬ 
ident  of  this  company  is  H.  A.  Kuhn,  of  Pitts¬ 
burg.  The  Morgantown  &  Kingwood  railroad 
runs  along  Deckers  creek,  from  the  Monongahela 
river,  but  is  now  only  about  thirty  miles  long. 
Senator  Elkins,  its  owner,  proposes  eventually 
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lo  cxtc-iui  the  road  to  Rowleshurg,  where  it  will 
have  connection  with  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  main 
line,  and  also  with  his  Cheat  River  road. 

Incidentally  the  senator’s  railroad  company 
and  his  West  Virginia  Coal  Co.,  the  largest  op¬ 
erating  concern  on  it,  are  defendants  in  a  dis¬ 
crimination  suit  brought  by  the  Fulmer  Coal 
K-  Coke  Co.  of  that  district.  This  suit  has  been 
l)ending  for  some  time,  and  was  to  have  been 
up  for  a  real  test  at  the  court’s  session  here 
last  week,  but  was  continued  until  the  January 
sitting,  on  the  strength  of  affidavits  that  Senator 
F.lkins,  the  president  of  the  coal  company,  and 
his  son,  were  now  in  Europe  for  hay  fever 
treatment. 

Notes  From  the  Operations. 

Roger  Ashton,  for  years  superintendent  of  the 
mines  of  the  American  Sheet  &  Tinplate  Co., 
who  is  well  known  in  the  eastern  Ohio  district, 
is  a  candidate  for  mayor  of  Martins  Ferry. 


William  Dixon,  .superintendent  for  ten  years 
of  the  Yorkville  mine,  has  gone  to  Pittsburg  to 
engage  in  business  for  himself. 

Over  in  the  Pittsburg  seam  district  in  Ohio 
the  mines  are  averaging  two-thirds  time  on  ac¬ 
count  of  short  car  supply.  • 

W.  II.  Souders,  manager  of  the  Gaylord  Coal 
Co.,  is  having  specifications  drawn  for  a  new 
tipple  and  other  improvements  at  the  mine  open¬ 
ing. 

The  Youghiogheny  &  Ohio  company  is  at  pres¬ 
ent  trying  to  get  rid  of  20,000  tons  of  coal  which 
was  stocked  preparatory  to  building  a  switch, 
which  has  just  been  completed.  This  coal  is 
being  shipped  fairly  well. 

Conrad  Troll,  the  St.  Clairsville,  Ohio,  operator 
of  the  mining  company  bearing  his  name,  op¬ 
erating  mines  on  both  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  and 
Wabash,  is  able  to  resume  business  after  having 
been  sick  for  the  past  three  months. 


ter,  and  in  the  event  of  an  early  cold  snap,  a  se¬ 
rious  car  shortage  undoubtedly  would  follow. 

The  competition  of  fuel  oil  from  Kansas  in  the 
Kansas  City  coal  market,  which  has  been  seriousl> 
felt,  has  received  a  blow  which  has  made  the 
coal  operators  of  Kansas  and  Missouri  happy. 
The  Standard  Oil  Co.  has  made  a  material  ad¬ 
vance  in  the  price  paid  for  oil  at  the  wells  aiul 
coal  operators  say  that  slack  coal  is  again  cheaper 
than  oil  for  fuel  purposes.  Fuel  oil  has  been 
making  steady  progress  in  Kansas  City  and  trib¬ 
utary  territory — a  progress  which  has  been  choked 
only  by  the  recent  reduction  in  freight  rates  and 
an  advance  in  the  price  of  fuel  oil.  It  is  esti¬ 
mated  by  one  of  the  leading  operators  in  the 
southwestern  field  that  the  coal  displaced  by  oil 
in  this  territory  amounts  to  1,200  tons  a  day. 
This  indicates  a  consumption  of  3,000  barrels  of 
oil  a  day  in  steam  plants  of  various  kinds. 

Oil  Has  Been  Advanced. 

Until  recently,  when  oil  was  cheap  in  Kansas, 
the  price  of  fuel  oil  was  such  that  it  kept  con¬ 
stantly  cutting  in  on  the  coal  trade.  Large  office 
buildings,  one  of  the  packing  houses,  manufac¬ 
turing  concerns  in  the  west  bottoms  and  along  the 
belt  lines  were  refusing  to  make  new  coal  con¬ 
tracts  and  putting  in  oil.  The  coal  men  conceded 
that  at  the  old  price  oil  was  cheaper  than  coal, 
but  they  kept  track  of  the  boilers  that  were  burned 
out  by  oil  and  other  damage  done  and  coal  buyers 
heard  of  them.  Now  the  price  of  oil  has  advanced 
ten  cents  a  barrel  and  the  oil  that  could  be  had  at 
the  tanks  for  fifty  cents  a  barrel  or  delivered  at 
sixty-five  cents,  will  cost  sixty  cents  at  the  tanks 
and  seventy-five  cents  delivered,  except  where 
there  are  contracts. 

One  large  mill  in  Kansas  that  has  been  using 
oil  applied  for  figures  on  coal  and  C.  S.  Keith, 
general  manager  of  the  Central  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  coal  business 
will  not  suffer  hereafter  as  it  has  in  the  last  few 
months  from  the  energetic  competition  of  the 
Standard  Oil  Co. 

The  coal  dealers  of  St.  Louis  may  also  feel  the 
effects  of  the  competition  of  fuel  oil  before  many 
months.  A  new  oil  company  to  be  known  as  the 
Cudahy  Pipe  Line  &  Refining  Co.  has  been  or¬ 
ganized  with  a  capital  of  $6,000,000.  It  announces 
that  it  will  build  a  pipe  line  from  Bartlesville,  I. 
T.,  to  St.  Louis,  a  distance  of  663  miles  and  will 
erect  a  refinery  there  with  a  capacity  of  6.000  bar¬ 
rels  a  day,  on  a  site  already  purchased.  The  com¬ 
pany  proposes  to  sell  crude  oil  for  fuel  as  well 
as  to  refine  it. 


Coal  Trade. 


creased  prices.  Local  dealers  join  in  these  state¬ 
ments,  and  in  this  respect  the  market  is  all  that 
could  be  expected.  There  is  not  a  rush  here, 
but  there  is  a  good  general  trade,  and  dealers 
are  uniformly  busy.  From  the  outlying  points 
a  deluge  of  orders  continues  to  come  in,  and 
it  appears  as  though  the  countr>-  dealers  were 
getting  frightened  and  are  anxious  to  secure  a  sup¬ 
ply  before  another  advance.  Throughout  this  part 
of  Ohio  they  have  been  very  slow  in  ordering 
coal,  and  as  a  result  the  majority  of  them  have 
had  to  pay  from  ten  to  twenty-five  cents  a  ton 
more  than  they  would  had  they  bought  earlier  in 
the  season.  Just  now,  when  operators  are  hav¬ 
ing  trouble  m  obtaining  cars,  or  rather  making 
deliveries,  there  are  many  delays  in  getting  coal 
to  the  outlying  districts.  As  a  result  there  is  a 
continual  cry  from  the  smaller  towns  and  cities 
for  coal  which  was  ordered  some  days  ago. 

The  lake  business  has  showed  additional 
strength,  and  the  past  month  has  been  one  of 
the  busiest  of  the  season.  This  is  e.xplained  by 
the  fact  that  northwestern  dealers  who  have 
been  likewise  slow  in  taking  in  their  coal  are 
getting  frightened  and  are  anxious  to  secure  a 
supply  before  navigation  closes.  In  fact,  one  of 
the  large  dealers  in  Toledo  states  that  it  will  be 
impossible  to  move  all  the  coal  into  the  north¬ 
west  that  has  been  ordered  before  navigation  i> 
over.  He  is  likewise  authority  for  the  state¬ 
ment  that  there  will  be  an  unusually  large  ton¬ 
nage  sent  by  rail  during  the  winter,  and  that 
some  dea’ers  who  realize  that  they  can  not  get 
coal  by  water  are  already  arranging  to  take  rail 
shipments.  There  have  been  no  changes  in  lake 


The  Missouri  River  Coal  Trade. 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Oct.  .3. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)- — The  coal  trade  in  tlie  Kansas  City 
and  other  Missouri  valley  markets  shows  a  de¬ 
cided  improvement  since  October  first.  'I'he  call 
for  coal  for  manufacturing  and  transportation  pur¬ 
poses  is  excellent  and  the  domestic  demand  is 
strong  and  improving.  Nearly  every  family  in 
Kansas  City  is  now  putting  in  coal  for  the  winter 
use,  for,  although  the  weather  is  still  warm,  it  is 
realized  that  in  a  few  weeks  or  perhaps  days,  the 
temperature  will  be  low  enough  to  make  fires  in 
furnaces,  steam  heaters  and  stoves  a  necessity. 
The  majority  of  the  householders  did  not  buy  their 
winter  stock  of  coal  last  summer  and  even  during 
the  latter  part  of  September,  when  retail^  prices 
were  lower  than  they  were  for  years  in  this  mar¬ 
ket,  their  bins  were  still  empty.  Prices  were  cut 
last  July  to  stimulate  the  summer  trade  without 
avail.  Strangely  enough,  when  prices  were  raised 
from  twenty-five  to  fifty  cents  a  ton,  two  weeks 
ago,  orders  for  coal  began  to  pour  in  on  the  deal¬ 
ers.  The  advance  in  prices  and  the  empty  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  coal  bins  means  many  thousands  of  dol¬ 
lars  to  the  retail  dealers  in  Kansas  City.  They  de¬ 
serve  the  profits,  however,  as  neither  operators, 
jobbers  nor  retailers  made  much  money  last 
winter. 

The  criminal  court  in  Kansas  City  is  enforcing 
the  law  which  makes  it  a  misdemeanor  to  emit 
black  smoke  from  chimneys.  Owners  of  hotels, 
laundries  and  factories  have  been  haled  into  court 
and  fined  from  ten  to  twenty-five  dollars  each  for 
maintaining  smoky  stacks.  The  effect  of  these 
(irosecutions  Las  been  to  make  manufacturers  and 
other  large  consumers  of  coal  more  careful  about 
their  boilers  and  their  fuel.  Some  have  changed 
fuel  by  substituting  semi-anthracite  coal  or  a  good 
grade  of  bituminous  for  the  slack  formerly 
burned.  Others  have  put  in  smoke-consuming  de¬ 
vices,  and  all  are  becoming  more  careful  about  , 
the  manner  in  which  stoking  is  done.  It  is  real¬ 
ized  that  careless  firing  is  responsible  for  much 
of  the  black  smoke.  Factory  owners  in  the  manu¬ 
facturing  districts  in  the  city  have  not  been  ar¬ 
rested  thus  far  for  violating  the  smoke  law.'  The 
prosecutions  have  been  confined  to  the  business  and 
residence  districts.  Only  nominal  fines  are  im¬ 
posed  on  the  promise  of  the  offender  to  abate  the 
smoke  nuisance. . 

Retailers  Inaugurate  Full  Weight  Campaign. 

The  retail  coal  dealers  of  Kansas  City  are  de¬ 
termined  their  customers  shall  have  full  weight 
this  winter.  Last  year  there  were  many  com¬ 
plaints  of  .short  weights  in  coal  and  the  retail 
dealers  had  the  city  appoint  an  inspector  whose 
salary  they  paid.  Retail  dealers  met  last  week 
and  in  order  to  get  even  more  efficient  service  this 
winter,  voted  to  raise  the  salary  of  the  inspector. 
The  city  can  remove  the  inspector  at  any  time  and 
can  name  a  new  one,  but  the  coal  dealers  pay  his 
salary.  It  is  said  to  be  a  successful  arrangement. 
The  inspector  found  many  cases  of  short  weights 
last  winter,  but  there  was  no  proof  that  any  of 
them  were  due  to  dishonesty.  Often  the  scales 
are  wrong,  or  the  weigher  makes  a  mistake,  and 
occasionally  a  driver  has  been  known  to  lose  part 
of  his  load  in  a  convenient  yard  between  the  place 


where  he  received  the  coal  and  the  customer’s  bin. 
All  these  things  the  retailers  want  to  avoid  by 
delivering  2,000  pounds  for  a  ton.  The  dealers 
will  still  have  to  stand  the  shortage  on  the  cars 
of  coal  they  receive,  even  if  the  railroads  lose  part 
of  it  on  the  way  from  the  mines. 

Some  of  the  smaller  coal  operators  and  a  few 
of  the  larger  ones  in  Kansas  are  already  sending 
out  loud  complaints  of  a  car  shortage.  They  say 
that  none  of  the  railroads  is  able  to  supply  the 
demand  for  coal  cars  and  that  some  of  the  mines 
are  being  worked  less  than  full  time  on  that  ac¬ 
count.  Cars  are  in  great  demand  to  haul  the 
crops,  and  many  coal  cars  are  said  to  be  in  the 
south  handling  lumber.  Then,  too,  the  merchan¬ 
dise  traffic  is  unusually  large  this  fall.  This  means 
prosperity,  which  is  the  only  time  when  complaints 
of  a  car  shortage  are  heard. 

Railroads  Are  Short  of  Cars. 

Nearly  all  of  the  western  lines  have  ordered 
new  equipment  which  will  be  delivered  soon,  and 
this  will  relieve  the  situation,  it  is  said.  The 
transportation  business  of  the  west  is  certain  to 
be  extremely  heavy,  however,  this  fall  and  win- 


The  Ohio 


Toledo,  Ohio,  Oct.  5. —  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — 'I'oledo  coal  men  are  a  little  indifferent 
as  to  the  exact  status  of  the  market.  So  far  as 
prices  and  trade  are  concerned,  the  past  month 
has  shown  a  marked  improvement,  but  in  other 
lines  the  outlook  is  not  so  promising.  With 
reference  to  the  shortage  of  cars,  it  is  decidedly 
negative.  This  ’is  the  one  bane  of  coal  dealers 
throughout  northwestern  Ohio,  and  judged  by 
reports  which  come  in  from  adjacent  territory,  it 
is  rapidly  becoming  the  one  topic  of  considera¬ 
tion. 

For  a  few  weeks  past,  or  since  the  grain  move¬ 
ment  began,  there  has  -been  a  noticeable  decrease 
in  the  number  of  available  cars,  until  now  the 
larger  dealers  in  the  city  state  that  it  is  well 
nigh  impossible  to  obtain  deliveries  promptly, 
and  the  worst  feature  is  that  there  is  no  imme¬ 
diate  promise  the  situation  will  be  improved  un¬ 
til  after  the  bulk  of  the  grain  is  moved.  This 
probably  will  not  be  until  winter  has  arrived. 

Prices  have  strengthened  very  materially.  Since 
the  last  report  the  quotations  on  Hocking  and 
West  Virginia  coals  have  taken  another  advance 
of  ten  to  fifteen  cents  a  ton,  making  two  advances 
within  six  weeks.  While  not  all  the  other  grades 
have  been  advanced  yet,  dealers  expect  that  they 
may  be  announced  at  any  time.  They  state  that 
prices  are  strengthening  at  the  mines  and  that  it 
is  only  a  matter  of  time  until  another  advance 
will  come. 

Prices  Show  a  Higher  Range. 

Shipping  agents  state  that  there  is  an  increased 
demand  and  that  coal  can  be  sold  at  slightly  in- 
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rates,  but  there  is  some  talk  that  they  will  ad¬ 
vance  after  November  first.  The  records  of  the 
custom  house  show  a  substantial  increase  for 
the  month,  but  shippers  state  that  they  do  not 
give  the  exact  tonnage  by  many  thousand  tons, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  during  September  an 
unusually  large  number  of  vessels  discharged 
their  cargoes  at  other  ports  and  stopped  here  on 
their  return  to  take  on  a  cargo  of  coal  without 
clearing  from  this  port.  This  does  not  give  the 
Ipcal  officials  an  opportunity  to  keep  a  true  record 
as  to  the  amount  of  coal  shipped  from  this  port. 


The  St.  Louis  Coal  Market. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Oct.  5.— {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.)— Tht  wholesale  market  is  brightening  up 
considerably  and  everything  seems  to  point  to 
a  very  good  trade  during  the  fall  months.  The 
car  shortage  along  the  Illinois  Central  is  improv¬ 
ing,  but  is  still  bad.  Some  of  the  mines  along 
the  Wabash  are  only  working  at  about  one'-hajf 
time.  A  very  heavy  shortage  in  equipment  is 
reported  by  the  Louisville  &  Nashville,  Southern 
and  Vandalia  railroads. 

There  is  quite  a  demand  for  free  coal,  which 
i.s  encouraging.  There  seems  to  be  an  overpro¬ 
duction  in  the  Illinois  field,  and  the  market  is 
generally  flooded  with  this  coal.  The  supply 
fully  equals  the  demand,  despite  the  fact  that 
there  is  a  car  shortage.  What  the  effect  on  the 
market  will  be  when  there  is  plenty  of  equip¬ 
ment  can  only  be  conjectured. 

'  The  large  operators  say  that  the  only  way 
to  correct  this  evil  is  to  eliminate  the  smaller 
operators  so  that  a  more  uniform  price  can  be 
maintained  and  a  larger  margin  of  profit  will  be 
realized.  The  smaller  operators  contend  that 
there  is  room  enough  for  all,  and  that  the  low 
prices  are  the  fault  of  the  larger  operators,  whose 
cost  of  operation  is  lower  and  who  can,  conse- 
(luently,  undersell  them.  To  the  casual  observer 
there  seems  to  be  more  truth  than  poetry  in  both 
statements.  It  is  always  the  same  old  story  from 
this  market,  but  it  can  not  be  helped  because  the 
market  must  first  show  improvement. 

Shaker  screened  lump  can  be  had  at  $1.15(17' 
$2.00.  f.  o.  b.  East  St.  Louis.  This  is  slightly  in 
advance  of  last  week. 

As  yet  the  effect  of  the  recent  consolidations  in 
the  Illinois  field  has  not  been  felt  locally.  The 
officers  of  the  new  corporations  report  that  they 
are  not  trying  to  corner  the  market,  and  that  they 
will  not  cut  prices.  In  fact,  most  of  the  sub¬ 
sidiary  companies  have  been  shipping  to  this 
market  for  years. 

Retail  Market  Is  Healthy. 

The  retail  market  is  in  a  healthy  condition. 
Orders  are  coming  in  freely  and  prices  are  steady. 
There  is  an  unusually  large  fall  business  this 
year.  . 

All  grades  of  coal  seem  to  be  m  very  good 
demand,  and  as  far  as  the  retail  market  is  con¬ 
cerned  the  requirements  are  slightly  ahead  of  the 
supply.  Shipments  have  been  fair  all  sumrner 
on  all  eastern  coals,  but  they  seem  to  be  falling 
•  off  now  on  account  of  car  shortage. 

A  peculiar  feature  of  the  retail  market  here  is 
that  coal  salesmen  are  finally  persuaduig  some 
of  the  domestic  consumers  to  use  other  coals 
than  Pennsylvania  anthracite.  This  is  a  peculiar 
feature,  because  the  average  consumer  here  is 
very  slow  to  make  a  change  and  is  exceedingly 
suspicious  of  any  grade  of  coal  that  his  grand¬ 
father  did  not  use.  A  few  of  the  enterprismg 
firms  in  this  city  are  trying  to  introduce  Arkansas 
coals  and  report  average  sales ;  in  fact,  they  are 
a  little  better  than  expected.  All  grades  of 
.Arkansas  coal  are  very  well  prepared_  this  year, 
and  it  is  contemplated  that  buyers  will  be_  very 
well  satisfied.  If  Arkansas  coal  can  be  intro¬ 
duced  into  this  market  generally  it  will  relieve 
the  situation  here  immensely,  because  the  ship¬ 
pers  of  Pennsylvania  anthracite  supply^  barely 
enough  for  their  customers’  needs  during  the 
summer  months  and  then  unload  on  them  more 
than  they  can  handle  during  the  fall.  In  the 
meantime  coal  they  should  have  received  during 
the  summer  had  gone  to  supply  the  eastern  trade. 


Prevailing  Retail  Prices. 

Prices  on  all  grades  of  Pennsylvania  anthra¬ 
cite  advanced  on  the  first  of  the  month  ten  cents 


per  ton,  making  the  delivered  prices  at  retafl 
as  follows ; 


Broken  . 

Stove,  egg,  chestnut . 

Prices  on  Arkansas 

tiroken  . 

Smaller  sizes . 


. $8.2.5 

.  8.50 

anthracite  are  as  follows : 

. $7.00®7.25 

.  7.30@7.50 


Arkansas  semi-anthracite  can  be  had  for  ap¬ 
proximately  $6.25  per  ton,- delivered.  Yard  prices 
advanced  on  the  first  and  are  as  follows: 

PENNSYLVANIA  ANTHRACITE. 


broken  . 

Stove,  egg,  chestnut . 

* 

ILLINOIS  COAL. 

Trenton  . J$2.75  Staunton  . $2.00 

Carterville  . 2.37^4  Standard  .  1.75 


.A  Well  Known  Coal  Man. 

Although  young  in  years  Nathaniel  J.  Scott, 
president  of  the  Scott  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Ellsworth 
building,  355  Dearborn  street,  Chicago,  Ill.,  is  old 
in  point  of  experience  in  connection  with  the_  coal 
industry.  His  entire  business  life  has  been  iden¬ 
tified  with  coal,  either  in  the  operating  depart¬ 
ment  of  large  mining  interests  or  in  connection 
with  the  sale  of  the  product. 

Born  at  Auburn,  Ala.,  in  1870  he  began  his  busi¬ 
ness  career  with  the  Tennessee  Coal,  Iron  &  Rail- 


NATHANIEL  J.  SCOTT,  CHICAGO. 

road  Co.  ten  years  ago  in  the  operating  depart¬ 
ment,  with  headquarters  at  Birmingham,  Ala. 
Following  several  years  spent  in  this  branch  of 
the  industry,  he  was  transferred  to  New  Orleans 
to  the  sales  department  of  the  same  company, 
continuing  with  it  until  1902,  when  he  resigned 
and-  came  north,  locating  in  Chicago.  Since  that 
time  he  has  been  connected  with  a  number  of  coal 
companies  in  Chicago,  where  he  gained  a  thor¬ 
ough  knowledge  of  the  business.  In  April,  1905, 
he  organized  the  Scott  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  with  a 
substantial  paid-up  capital  and  is  now  president 
and  general  manager  of  that  corporation. 

In  addition  to  his  wide  experience  in  connection 
with  the  various  departments  of  the  coal  industry, 
Mr.  Scott  enjoys  many  other  business  advantages 
of  a  personal  nature.  He  is  aggressive  in  his 
business  methods  and  believes  in  going  after  busi¬ 
ness  wherever  it  can  be  obtained,  has  high  ideals 
of  honesty  and  probity,  believes  in  progress 
through  the  adoption  of  modern  idegs  and  has  a 
fundamental  knowledge  of  business,  which  is  so 
essential  to  success.  Since  the  formation  of  the 
Scott  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  it  has  made  rapid  progress 
in  establishing  itself  in  the  Chicago,  western  and 
southern  coal  trade,  largely  owing  to  the  efforts 
and  energy  of  its  president  and  general  manager. 


Retail  Coal  Men  Meet. 

At  a  banquet  held  recently  in  the  Watch  Tower, 
Rock  Island,  Ill.,  sixteen  retail  coal  dealers  of 
that  city  discussed  the  coal  situation.  Not  once, 
however,  was  the  price  or  prices  of  coal  men¬ 
tioned.  The  most  important  matter  broiight  up 
at  the  meeting  was  the  advisability  of  inviting 
the  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  Retail  Coal  Dealers’ 
Association  to  meet  in  that  city  next  June.  E.  B. 
McKown  and  F.  W.  Young  were  appointed  to 
look  after  the  preliminary  arrangements.  It  is 
the  custom  of  the  association  to  hold  its  annual 
convention  each  year,  but  the  meetings  are  gener¬ 
ally  held  in  Chicago.  However,  should  the  next 
meeting  be  held  at  Rock  Island,  the  association 
can  take  a  trip  after  the  meeting  up  the  river  to 
St.  Paul  or  down  to  St.  Louis. 

The  local  dealers  at  Rock  Island  will  also  ask 
the  dealers  at  Davenport  to  invite  the  Retail 
Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska 
to  Davenport  at  the  same  time.  If  this  is  done 
a  joint  meeting  could  be  held  and  the  river 
trip  could  be  made  jointly. 


Penn  Anthracite  Coal. 

Penn  Anthracite  is  a  new  Pennsylvania  an¬ 
thracite  being  introduced  into  the  west  by  F.  M. 
Boynton,  Inc.,  Buffalo  and  Pittsburg,  and  the  Old 
Colony  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago. 
These  two  corporations  have  the  exclusive  sale  of 
the  product  west  of  Buffalo.  In  connection  with 
Penn  Anthracite,  it  is  claimed  that  it  is  of  high 
quality  for  domestic  consumption,  being  a  free 
burning  coal.  This  name  has  been  given  to  it  for 
the  purpose  of  distinguishing  it  from  other  anthra¬ 
cite  products.  Both  companies  have  been  selling 
Penn  Anthracite  for  the  past  two  months,  and 
have  met  with  much  success  in  introducing  it. 


Cost  of  Manufacturing. 

In  “Manufacturing  Cost,”  a  work  compiled  by 
H.  L.  C.  Hall  (The  Bookkeeper  Publishing  Com¬ 
pany,  Ltd.,  Detroit,  Mich.,  publishers),  will  be 
found  much  that  is  educational  and  helpful  to 
those  interested  in  manufacturing  enterprises 
either  great  or  small. 

The  author,  who  is  vice-president  of  the  In¬ 
ternational  Accountants  Society,  Inc.,  states  in 
the  dedicatory  lines  that  he  does  not  think  for  a 
moment  that  this  little  book  is  the  last  word  on 
the  subject,  nor  does  he  wish  to  assume  a  dog¬ 
matic  attitude  in  presenting  the  views  expressed. 
The  conclusions  drawn  to  present  some  facts  and 
purposes  has  been  from  his  own  experience.  He 
closes  with  an  apology  for  the  “many  manifest 
faults”  of  the  work. 

In  previously  published  treatises  on  this  sub¬ 
ject  the  expositions  of  the  cost  system  have  been 
merely  detailed  accounts  of  certain  individual 
systems  in  use  by  certain  more  or  less  success¬ 
ful  manufacturing  institutions. 

A  man  who  is  seeking  to  establish  a  cost  sys¬ 
tem  for  an  iron  working  establishment  will  usual¬ 
ly  be  much  interested  in  reading  the  cost  system 
used  by  some  similar  institution,  but  if,  on_  the 
contrary,  he  is  seeking  for  a  cost  system  in  a 
woodworking  shop  the  information  given  re¬ 
garding  the  iron  working  establishment  will  be 
of  neither  interest  or  value  to  him. 

In  “Manufacturing  Cost”  the  subject  is  dealt 
with  along  general  lines  and  not  from  the  view¬ 
point  of  any  particular  industry. 


Wagon  Prices  at  Chicago. 


ANTHRACITE. 

Grate  . 

Stove  . 

Chestnut  . 

Egg  . 

BITUMINOUS. 

Hocking  lump . . 

Hocking  nut  . 

Illinois  lump,  egg  and  nut - 

Indiana  lump,  egg  and  nut . 

Wilmington  chunks . 

No.  1  washed  nut . 

Brazil  block . . 

Jackson  Hill  Ohio  . 

Cannel  lump  . 

Smithing  . . 

West  Virginia  splint . 

Gas-house  coke  . 


$6.50 

6.75 

6.75 

6.75 


$4.00 

3.50 

3.00 

3.00 

3.50 

3.50 
3.75 
5.00 
6.25 

4.50 
4.00 
5.00 
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A  Modern  Wholesale  Coal  Office 


In  connection  with  coal  mining  and  the  com¬ 
mercial  status  of  the  industry,  many  of  the 
larger  interests  are  installed  in  office  headquarters 
which  exem[)lify  modern  ideas  of  conducting  busi¬ 


ness.  The  large  interests  involved  in  coal  mining, 
and  the  sale  of  coal,  have  necessarily  resulted  in 
much  attention  being  given  to  the  headquarters 
from  which  this  business  is  transacted.  In  few 
other  lines  of  trade  is  so  much  attention  paid  to 
office  equipment,  facilities  for  transacting  busi¬ 
ness,  the  comforts  connected  with  doing  business 
and  even  the  luxuries  which  may  be  included  in 
the  furnishing  of  important  office  suites.  The 
general  principles  which  have  been  outlined  above 
prevail  in  all  important  wholesale  coal  markets. 
Probably  the  west  is  not  in  advance  of  the  east, 
nor  the  east  ahead  of  the  west  in  this  respect. 
Wherever  a  large  tonnage  of  coal  is  handled,  there 
the  highest  degree  of  office  equipment  and  fur¬ 
nishing  prevails,  no  matter  in  which  part  of  the 
country  one  may  go.. 

In  the  west  one  of  the  most  modern  and  com¬ 
plete  main  office  suites  connected  with  coal  min¬ 
ing  is  that  of  the  Consolidated  Indiana  Coal  Co., 
in  the  Old  Colony  building  in  Chicago.  When 
this  company  made  a  lease  for  the  extensive  suite 
of  rooms  which  it  occupies,  the  owners  of  the 
Old  Colony  building  determined  to  supply  it  with 
quarters  fitted  up  in  the  best  style  that  money 
could  provide.  The  suite  of  offices  occupies  nearly 
half  of  the  bankers’  floor  of  the  building.  In 
arranging  it  provision  was  made  for  a  private 
office  for  Vice-President  Scholz,  a  private  office 
for  H.  H.  Rhodes,  general  manager  of  sales,  both 
of  these  leading  from  a  private  reception  hall ; 
an  office  for  the  sales  force  of  the  company,  a 
private  office  for  the  auditor,  a  very  large  work 
room  for  the  accounting  department,  a  private  of¬ 
fice  for  the  treasurer  and  a  main  reception  room. 

Altogether,  in  the  main  office  of  the  company, 
provision  was  made  for  a  working  force  of  from 
thirty  to  fifty  people,  so  that  there  might  be 
plenty  of  light,  good  ventilation  and  sufficient 
room  for  each  member  of  the  staff.  In  the  ar¬ 
rangement  of  these  offices  attention  has  been  given 
to  each  of  these  important  details. 

The  Old  Colony  building,  in  fitting  up  these  of¬ 
fices,  decided  upon  a  general  policy  based  upon 
richness  of  the  material  used,  combined  with  sim¬ 
plicity  of  ornamentation.  Throughout  all  of  the 
offices  the  woodwork  is  of  mahogany,  including 


the  doors  and  furniture,  which  goes  with  the  office, 
such  as  the  partitions  separating  the  accounting 
department  from  the  main  reception  room,  etc. 
l'’or  the  cashier’s  desk  and  all  of  the  other  wood¬ 


work,  the  richest  mahogany  lumber  was  secured. 
The  lighting  of  the  offices  is  by  means  of  elec¬ 


tricity,  of  course,  clusters  of  electric  lights,  hidden 
by  ground  glass  globes,  being  used  in  each  of  the 
departments.  In  the  main  reception  room  and  sev¬ 
eral  of  the  private  offices  the  ceiling  is  of  mahog¬ 


any  in  colonial  design.  Burlap  has  been  used  in 
the  decoration  of  the  w'ainscoting  on  the  walls 
of  the  private  offices,  the  color  being  in  accordance 
with  the  other  furnishings. 

In  completing  the  furnishings  of  the  offices,  the 
Consolidated  Indiana  Coal  Co.  supplied  furniture 
which  was  thoroughly  in  keeping.  All  the  desks 
are  of  mahogany  and  Turkish  rugs  are  used  in 
all  the  private  offices.  Harmony  of  taste  pre¬ 
vailed  in  supplying  the  furniture,  the  colors  of  the 
rugs  blending  happily  with  the  other  surroundings. 

Photographic  reproductions  of  several  of  the  of¬ 
fices  are  showm  in  connection  with  this  article. 
I  he  private  office  of  Vice-President  Carl  Scholz 
is  located  at  the  north  end  of  the  suite.  The  fur¬ 
niture  consists  of  a  very  large  modern  mahogany 
desk  and  a  mahogany  director’s  table.  Mahogany 
and  wicker  chairs  are  used  to  complete  the  fur¬ 
nishing  of  this  handsome  private  office,  while 
appropriate  pictures  decorate  the  walls. 

in  the  private  office  of  H.  H.  Rhodes,  general 
manager  of  sales,  the  furniture  is  a  replica  of  that 
in  Mr.  Scholz’  office,  consisting  of  a  mahogany 
desk  for  Mr.  Rhodes’  private  papers  and  a  ma¬ 
hogany  director’s  table  and  chairs.  The  photo¬ 
graph  from  which  this  illustration  was  made.w-as 
taken  during  a  recent  visit  of  Secretary  G.  H. 
Reeves,  of  the  Northwestern  Retail  Coal  Dealers’ 
•Association,  showing  both  Mr.  Rhodes  and  M*-. 
Reeves  in  consultation. 

The  third  illustration  shows  the  private  office 
of  H.  S.  Mikesell,  auditor  of  the  company.  The 
furniture  here  also  is  of  mahogany,  and  the  illus¬ 
tration  shows  Mr.  Alikesell  at  his  desk,  engaged 
in  looking  after  the  important  details  of  his  de¬ 
partment. 

One  of  the  busiest  departments  in  connection 
with  the  main  office  of  the  company  is  that  de¬ 
voted  to  accounting.  Here  a  large  number  of  men 
are  furnished  employment  in  looking  after  the 
mine  and  sales  accounts  of  the  company,  but  their 
surroundings  are  as  convenient  as  those  found  in 
the  private  offices  of  the  leading  officials.  This 
department  occupies  the  whole  Dearborn  street 
side  of  the  suite,  desks  being  provided  for  each 
of  the  accountants  and  bookkeepers  employed,  as 
well  as  the  several  stenographers.  The  light  on 
this  side  of  the  building  is  excellent  and  every 
facility  is  available  for  doing  the  work  of  the  de¬ 
partment  quickly  and  promptly,  and  with  ease  on 
the  part  of  those  who  are  employed.  In  this 
department  every  modern  office  device  has  been 
supplied  to  reduce  the  labor,  including  automatic 


counting  machines,  telephone  service  and  the  other 
necessary  requisites. 

While  there  may  be  some  other  coal  offices 
equal  to  this  in  the  country,  there  are  none  which 
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Jippeal  For  American  Lumber. 

A  dispatch  from  Berlin  states  that  importers 
of  American  lumber,  who  for  thirteen  years  have 
paid  higher  duties  than  those  laid  on  correspond¬ 
ing  imports  from  other  countries,  have  asked  the 
United  States  Government  to  intervene  in  their 
behalf,  and  the  American  Association  of  Com¬ 
merce  and  Trade  is  sending  an  explanation  of 
the  grounds  of  protest,  with  documents  support¬ 
ing  it,  to  Secretary  of  State  Root.  One  para¬ 
graph  of  the  explanation  reads; 

“The  discrimination  referred  to  dates  back  to 
1893,  when  the  associated  German 'state  railroads 
began  charging  50  per  cent  more  on  American 
oak,  ash  and  pine  than  on  the  same  classes  of 
woods  imported  from  European  countries,  the 
only  excuse  for  such  procedure  being  the  claim 
that  botanically  there  were  slight  differences  be¬ 
tween  the  American  and  European  species  of 
woods  mentioned.  This  clearly  was  a  mere  sub¬ 
terfuge.” 


Another  lock  must  be  built  and  the  ship  canal 
above  the  locks  must  be  widened  because  of  the 
great  development  of  the  ore  and  grain  traffic 
of  the  northwest. 

Forget  It.  Why  ? 

Here  are  a  few  lines  written  by  the  clear¬ 
headed  editor  of  System.  They  ought  to  be  sug¬ 
gestive  to  every  hard-working,  ambitious  busi¬ 
ness  man,  who  often  wonders  why  his  aggressive 
labors  are  not  more  fruitful  in  results : 

Your  brain  has  a  capacity  limit.  Don’t  over¬ 
load  it.  Don’t  fill  it  with  details.  Don’t  burden 
train  of  thought.  Keep  your  mind  on  the  stretch 

Get  a  system. 

Make  your  system  your  storehouse.  File  there¬ 
in  the  little  cares  that  wear  and  tear — the  im¬ 
portant  details  that  annoj-. 

Make  your  system  the  guardian  of  the  neces¬ 
sary,  the  grave  of  the  needless.  Leave  your  work 
at  night,  free  and  unshackled.  Your  system  will 
bring  your  duties  before  you  the  next  morning— 
the  next  week — the  next  month. 

Carry  with  you  the  Success  of  today.  File 
with  your  system  the  Duty  of  tomorrow.  Profit 
from  your  Failure  of  yesterday — and  then  for¬ 
get  it. 

There  are  three  sets  of  “printed  matter”  which 
should  be  found  under  file  in  any  business  office : 

First — The  stuff  issued  by  the  house  itself, 
from  time  to  time. 

Second — The  literature  of  its  rivals  in  the 
business. 

Third — The  catalogues,  circulars  and  cards, 
discount  sheets  and  other  matter  supplied  by  those 
from  whom  the  office  buys. 

My  way  of  rendering  all  quickly  available  tc 
sight  is  this : 

I  have  three  deep  drawers — one  for  each  of 
these  classifications.  The  drawer  holds  several 
hundreds  of  large  envelopes  (they  might  be  ver¬ 
tical  folders)  placed  on  edge,  one  of  which  serves 
as  the  receptacle  for  all  the  literature  of  one  firm. 
The  first  group  is  numbered  from  1  to  1,000 ; 
the  second  group  from  2,000  to  3,000;  the  third 
group  from  3,000  to  4,000. 


The  Soo  Canal — Its  History. 

The  busiest  of  the  world’s  artificial  waterways, 
the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  ship  canal,  only  recently 
celebrated  its  fiftieth  anniversary.  The  celebra¬ 
tion  was. made  possible  by  the  appropriation  of 
$10,000  by  the  United  States  and  $15,000  by  the 
State  of  Michigan  and  a  considerable  amount  by 
the  vessel  interests  of  the  great  lakes. 

The  Sault  Ste.  Marie  ship  canal  was  completed 
by  the  state  of  Michigan  in  1855.  It  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  United  States  in  1870.  Since  the 
government  took  charge  vast  improvements  have 
been  undertaken,  the  canal  having  been  widened 
and  deepened  several  times.  It  is  now  considered 
the  busiest  of  the  world’s  artificial  waterways. 

In  1888  the  lock  erected  by  the  state  was  de¬ 
stroyed  by  excavation  for  the  present  Poe  lock, 
which  is  the  largest  in  the  world.  It  is  800  feet 
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of  the  commerce  of  Europe  with  .\sia  and  some 
of  that  between  the  United  States  and  Asia. 

The  Soo  canal  has  developed  the  vast  mineral 
wealth  of  the  Lake  Superior  region  and  has  fur¬ 
nished  a  cheap  and  convenient  outlet  for  the 
transportation  of  grain,  flour,  and  other  products. 


Each  envelope  bears  a  name  and  number,  and 
each  piece  of  matter  in  it  is  subnumbered  by  let¬ 
ters.  A  separate  card  index  nf  firms,  filed  alpha¬ 
betically.  is  provided  for  each  drawer  containing 
the  envelope  number,  and  a  list  of  the  matter  in 
the  envelope. 


are  superior.  The  Consolidated  Indiana  Coal  Co. 
began  business  in  June  of  this  year.  Every  mod¬ 
ern  appliance  for  the  transaction  of  business  which' 
could  be  utilized  was  supplied.  The  officials,  real¬ 
izing  that  much  of  the  time  of  those  employed 


long  and  100  feet  wide,  with  a  water  depth  of 
twenty-two  feet  on  the  sills. 

The  Weitzel  lock,  which  was  made  necessary 
by  the  increased  traffic,  is  515  feet  long.  The 
traffic  by  way  of  the  Soo  canals — American  and 
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would  be  spent  in  the  office,  decided  that  the 
surroundings  should  be  as  pleasant  and  as  attrac¬ 
tive  as  possible.  While  the  fittings  and  furniture 
represent  a  considerable  expenditure,  it  is  antici¬ 
pated  that  in  the  better  results  obtained  they  will 
pay  good  dividends. 


Canadian— during  1904  was  32,000,000  net  tons, 
27,00,000  of  which  was  through  the  American 
canal.  The  traffic  of  the  Suez  canal  in  1904  was 
12,000,000  net  tons.  This  represented  a  large  part 


32 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


[October  7 


TIIK  BLACK  DIAMOND  IS  PUBLISHED  SATURDAY  OF  EACH  WEEK 
AT  CHICAGO,  ILL.  BY  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND  CO.  INI;. 


Awarded  Medal  at  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  as  the  Best  Coal 
Trade  I’aper  In  the  United  States. 


The  BlacK  Diamond  Is  the  OlUcial  Newspaper  of  the  Following 

Associations: 


The  Indiana  Coal  Operators’  Association 

President,  J.  C.  Kolsem,  Terre  Haute,  Ind. ;  Vice-President,  Hugh  Shirkie, 
Terre  Haute,  Ind.;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Philip  Penna,  Terre  Haute, 
Ind. :  Executive  Committee,  F.  J.  Urban,  Hugh  Shirkie,  J.  Smith  Talley, 
William  Zeller,  J.  K.  Seifert,  M.  J.  Gould,  Job  Freeman,  C.  C.  Martin 
and  David  Ingle. 


The  Iowa  Coal  Operators’  Association 

President,  C.' H.  Morris,  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  Vice-President,  T.  J.  Phillips, 
Ottumwa,  Iowa;  Secretary,  John  P.  Reese,  Albia,  Iowa;  Treasurer,  E.  C. 
Smith,  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  Commissioner,  John  P.  Reese,  Albia,  Iowa. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Exchange 

President,  James  Walker;  Vice-President,  Geo.  W.  Edmonds;  Secretary, 
Charles  K.  Scull;  Treasurer,  James  M.  Kelley. 


The  Black.  Diamond  Club,  South  Bend,  Ind. 

President,  Walter  C.  Miller;  Vice-President,  C.  J.  Gaskill;  Secretary,  D.  R. 
Lontz;  Treasurer,  Lewis  Kanouse. 


Subscription  Price 


Yearly  (in  advance),  ---------  -  $3.00 

Single  Copies,  -  --  --  --  --  --  .lo 


Advertising  Kates  Furnished  on  Application 


ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO 

The  Black  Diamond  Company  (Inc.) 


Main  Office . 1150-1155  Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago 

Long  Distance  Telephone  1324  Harrison;  Automatic,  7424. 

Eastern  Office . 29  Broadway,  New  York 

Cincinnati  Office . 1420-1421  Union  Trust  Building,  Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Telephone  Main  252. 

Pittsburg  Office  . 1106  Diamond  Bank  Building,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


Telephone  Court  2016. 


Entered  at  the  Chicago  Postofflce  as  Second  Class  Matter 


It  is  wonderful  the  news  that  emanates  from  the  backwoods  towns  and 
cities.  A  paper  up  in  a  little  village  in  Wisconsin  says :  “A  general  strike 
of  anthracite  coal  miners  will  come  in  a  few  months.” 

Concerning  Strike  Probabilities. 

There  has  been  much  discussion  as  to  the  probability  of  this  or  that 
strike  occurring  with  the  expiration  of  the  present  wage  agreements  in  the 
anthracite  and  bituminous  fields  of  this  country.  This  discussion  in  the 
daily  press  has  served  a  good  purpose.  It  has  stimulated  the  purchase  of 
i:oal  at  a  time  when  business  was  dull,  car  supply  was  adequate,  the  prodi'Ct 
could  be  mined  to  good  advantage,  and  has  served  to  induce  some  house¬ 
holders  who  well  could  do  so  to  lay  in  their  winter  supply.  For  this  reason 
the  agitation  has  been  of  benefit  and  will  continue  to  be  of  some  benefit, 
not  only  to  the  producers  but  to  the  consumers,  who  thus  have  hecn  per¬ 
suaded  against  the  usual  lethargy  which  prevails  in'  such  matters  to  stock 
up  with  fuel. 

But  we  who  are  on  the  inside  in  the  coal  trade  should  not  take  all  this 
talk  too  seriously.  Every  assertion  concerning  a  prospective  strike  is  based 
upon  a  hypothetical  conclusion.  'I'hus  in  the  anthracite  region  if  the  united 
mine  workers  determine  to  demand  recognition  of  their  union,  the  operators 


will  not  grant  it  and  there  will  be  trouble.  In  the  bituminous  fields,  if  the 
miners  wdl  not  be  reasonable  the  operators  will  close  down  their  properties 
before  they  will  continue  business  at  a  loss.  Both  of  these  are  plain 
statements  of  fact,  but  in  each  case  a  very  large  “if”  is  the  basis  of  the 
assumption. 

We  who  know  the  possibilities  of  the  s  tuat'on  in  the  coal  trade  should 
not  take  these  “if’s”  as  accepted  facts.  Six  months  wdl  intervene  before  the 
present  agreements  expire.  Thi  period  may  bring  about  many  changes 
which  will  conduce  to  harmony  rather  than  strife.  The  united  mine  workers, 
through  Mr.  Mitchell,  may  decide  that  they  had  better  let  well  enough 
alone  in  the  anthracite  region  and  continue  the  present  arrangement.  Then 
there  will  be  no  strike  in  all  probability.  The  united  mine  workers  may 
meet  the  bituminous  operators  on  as  fair  a  basis  as  they  did  two  years  ago, 
and  all  danger  of  trouble  will  have  been  avoided.  On  the  affirmative  side 
of  the  question  that  peace  will  continue,  therfe  are  as  many,  if  not  more 
“if’s”  than  on  the  negative.  No  sane  conclusions  can  be  reached  until  the 
matter  has  been  threshed  over  most  thoroughly  by  all  those  who  are  vitally 
interested. 

In  behalf  of  a  continuation  of  peace  it  can  be  truthfully  asserted  that 
preparedness  exists  on  the  part  of  the  operators  and  the  miners  for  any 
eventualities  that  may  occur.  This  may  be  the  very  thing  which  will  per¬ 
petuate  the  present  arrangement.  When  both  sides  are  prepared,  then  sane 
leaders  will  endeavor  to  prevent  an  open  rupture  through  fear  of  defeat. 
There  is  more  danger  of  such  trouble  when  one  side  is  weak  and  the  other 
is  strong  than  at  any  other  time.  The  strong  opponent  will  follow  up  the 
advantage,  which  he  knows  he  has,  in  an  effort  to  obtain  material  benefits. 

Many  retail  readers  of  The  Black  Diamond  have  written  for  advice 
concerning  the  stocking  of  coal.  We  have  advised  them,  in  order  to  be  on 
the  safe  side,  to  carry  good  stocks  of  coal — better  than  normal  if  possible. 
We  tendered  this  advice  because  a  careful  consideration  of  the  situation 
will  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  more  is  to  be  gained  by  the  dealer  if  he 
follows  it.  If  there  is  a  strike  his  coal  may  appreciate  one  or  two  hundred 
per  cent  within  a  short  time  and  his  profits  will  far  outweigh  the  interest 
charges  on  his  investment.  If  he  has  no  coal  he  will  not  only  suffer 
the  loss  of  time  and  interest  on  his  yard  and  equipment  investment  while  the 
strike  continues,  but  the  loss  of  many  of  his  customers,  who  will  be  diverted 
to  the  dealer  who  has  coal  to  sell.  These  suggestions  are  not  made  with 
a  view  to  creating  alarm,  but  as  a  protective  means  against  the  future.  We 
do  not  know  whether  a  strike  will  occur.  Mr.  Mitchell,  Mr.  B.aer,  Mr. 
Robbins  and  other  operators  do  not  know. 

^  Those  who  are  interested  in  the  subject  should  watch  the  situation 
very  closely  for  tangible  information.  The  miners  of  the  anthracite  region 
will  meet  on  December  fourteenth  and  possibly  they  may  outline  their  plans, 
which  will  give  a  clue  to  the  future.  The  bituminous  operators  and  miners 
will  meet  at  Indianapolis  the  latter  part  of  January  and  the  situation  will 
then  take  more  definite  shape.  The  best  way  to  keep  posted  is  to  read 
The  Black  Diamond.  We  shall  know  whether  there  will  be  a  strike  or 
not  as  soon  as  anyone,  and  we  shall  keep  our  readers  posted  with  all  the 
information  at  our  command  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  In  the 
meantime  the  situation  is  critical  enough  to  demand  close  attention  from 
every  factor  in  the  trade.  It  is  not  critical  enough  to  warrant  the  assertion 
without  any  qualifying  expression  that  there  is  going  to  be  a  strike. 

The  Legal  View  of  the  Case. 

It  is  a  common  assertion  that  in  any  matters  of  difficulty  between 
capital  and  labor,  the  people  of  this  country  are  a  court  of  last  resort.  This 
seems  to  be  a  truism  which  needs  no  further  explanation.  It  is  exemplified 
every  day  in  our  commercial  history. 

Assuming  this  to  be  the  basis  on  which  strikes  and  lockouts  are  settled 
in  this  country,  supposing  that  we  examine  the  situation  in  the  anthracite 
region  from  a  legal  standpoint,  adopting  the  ordinary  court  procedure  as 
the  basis  by  which  we  come  to  our  conclusions. 

In  trial  courts,  after  a  decision  has  been  rendered,  the  case  can  not 
be  reopened  by  the  defendant  or  the  plaintiff  unless  new  evidence  has 
been  discovered  which  is  of  sufficient  importance  to  the  court  to  warrant 
its  consideration.  In  the  contention  of  1902,  between  the  coal  operators 
and  the  coal  miners  in  the  anthracite  region,  there  was  a  fair  trial  before 
the  arbitration  board.  We  may  say  with  all  fairness  that  this  arbitration 
board  stood  for  the  people  and  for  the  rights  of  the  people  in  settling  a 
labor  dispute,  which  affected  the  public.  Standing  for  the  public,  it  was  neu¬ 
tral  and  it  was  a  court  of  last  resort.  Both  the  interested  clients  before 
that  body  presented  all  the  evidence  there  was  to  submit,  upholding  the 
respective  claims  which  they  made.  This  court  weighed  all  the  evidence, 
and  reached  its  decision,  settling  practically  every  disputed  point  between  the 
litigants. 

If  Mr.  Mitchell  continues  the  policy  of  aggression,  which  he  has  out¬ 
lined  as  the  one  to  be  pursued  at  the  expiration  of  the  present  contract 


No.  14] 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


33 


between  the  anthracite  operators  and  the  miners,  he  will  be  the  appellant 
who  asks  for  a  reopening  of  the  case.  In  order  to  do  this  successfully 

he  must  be  in  a  position  to  present  new  evidence  and  new  testimony,  which 

was  not  presented  at  the  hearing  of  1902,  bearing  on  his  side  of  the  con¬ 
troversy.  Can  he  do  this?  Have  the  miners  any  rights  or  demands  which 
were  not  passed  upon  by  the  arbitration  board  at  that  time?  Ordinary 
trial  courts  will  not  entertain  a  motion  to  reopen  a  case  which  has  been 
decided  once,  unless  they  are  assured  that  new  evidence  of  a  positive 

character  will  be  presented  to  them.  If  the  public  of  the  United  States — 

the  anthracite  coal  consumers — constitute  the  court  of  final  resort,  can  not 
they  decide  that  this  matter  shall  not  be  reopened  unless  conditions  have 
changed  affecting  the  wage  earners  since  1902?  Ihey  certainly  can  so 
decide,  and  undoubtedly  they  will.  The  status  of  this  matter  remains  where 
it  was  when  it  went  to  the  board  of  arbitration.  Mr.  Mitchell  and  his 
associates  can  not  present  a  single  demand  which  they  did  not  present  in 
1902.  The  public,  through  its  active  agency,  the  arbitration  board,  decided 
those  demands  at  that  time.  So  far  as  the  public  is  concerned,  they  were 
decided  perpetually,  until  there  shall  be  new  evidence  of  a  positive  character. 
In  the  absence  of  new  evidence  it  is  a  gross  violation  of  equity  and 
fairness  to  attempt  to  reopen  the  'matter.  If  this  case  is  reopened  the 
verdict  will  be  as  it  was  before.  The  people  of  this  country  have  become 
so  thoroughly  conversant  with  all  the  facts,  and  have  so  much  that  is  of  vital 
interest  at  stake,  that  they  will  not  submit  to  the  expenditure  of  their  time 
and  their  money  again  to  resettle  a  matter  that  has  been  settled. 


The  New  Jnternational  Association. 

At  Buffalo  a  fortnight  ago  coal  dealers  from  various  parts  of  the  country 
held  a  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  in  a  central  international  body. 
As  a  result  the  two  organizations  which  claimed  title  to  the  qualifying  word, 
national,  were  merged.  From-  these  two  organizations  has  grown  a  stronger 
central  national  association,  representing  not  only  state  and  interstate  organ¬ 
izations  but -several  important  coal  exchanges  in  cities  like  New  York,  Phil¬ 
adelphia  and  Baltimore. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  new  central  organization  to  establish  a  bureau 
of  information  which  shall  provide  for  each  of  the  affiliated  associations, 
information  as  to  the  status  and  the  best  methods  of  improving  the  position 
of  the  retail  dealer,  no  matter  where  he  may  be  located.  This  bureau  of 
information  will  be  similar  in  its  scope  to  a  similar  central  body  now  work¬ 
ing  for  the  benefit  of  the  retail  lumbermen’s  associations,  the  latter  having 
been  tested  and  found  to  be  of  value.  The  machinery  of  the  new  organiza¬ 
tion  has  been  broadly  planned,  so  that  good  may  be  accomplished  along 
the  lines  mentioned. ' 

Doubtless  the  new  central  body  will  be  a  better  working  force  from 
the  national  or  international  standpoint  than  any  which  has  preceded  it. 
It  certainly  has  a  wide  scope,  and  those  in  charge  of  the  work  should  be 
able  to  accomplish  some  good  in  the  community.  There  is  a  field  for  its 
development  and  for  the  work  which  it  contemplates  doing.  This  field 
practically  has  been  unoccupied  in  the  past. 

In  connection  with  the  new  association  a  word  of  admonition  may  not 
be  out  of  place.  If  it  shall  attain  the  greatest  success  possible,  it  necessarily 
will  develop  slowly.  It  can  not  be  expected  that  every  phase  of  the  asso¬ 
ciation  work  will  be  taken  up  at  once  and  results  accomplished.  Only  those 
which  are  of  most  importance  to  retail  dealers  can  be  given  first  con¬ 
sideration. 

All  sectional  lines  must  be  obliterated.  The  demands  of  the  west,  if  they 
are  more  radical  than  those  of  the  east,  must  be  kept  within  bounds  until 
there  is  a  common  basis  of  understanding.  The  southern  dealer  in  coal 
can  not  expect  to  obtain  greater  results  through  the  national  body  than  his 
brother  in  the  north.  The  general  principle  in  the  minds  of  the  officers  of 
this  organization  ought  to  be  to  make  progress  all  the  time  and  raise  the 
standard  of  business  in  all  parts  of  the  country  at  the  same  time. 

The  new  national  body  will  have  to  meet  some  evils  in  connection  with 
shipments  to  retail  dealers,  which  have  grown  up  through  the  lack  of  an 
efficient  central  organization.  Doubtless  many  of  these  evils  should  be 
corrected.  On  the  other  hand,  the  moral  ethics  of  business  should  not 
be  neglected.  It  should  inculcate  in  the  minds  of  its  members  an  appre¬ 
ciation  of  the  rights  of  shippers  as  well  as  the  rights  of  retailers,  and  should 
elevate  to  a  higher  moral  plane  the  whole  coal  industry  of  the  country. 
This  can  not  be  accomplished  in  a  day  or  a  week,  but  progress  can  be 
made  in  this  direction  as  well  as  in  bringing  about  reforms  in  other  ways. 

Some  of  those  who  attended  the  meeting  at  Buffalo  anticipate  that 
wonderful  things  will  be  accomplished  in  a  short  period  of  time.  We 
do  not  desire  to  be  pessimistic,  but  progress  necessarily  must  be  .slow,  and 
everything  that  the  dealer  desires  will  not  be  obtained  for  him  in  a  moment. 
His  expectations  should  not  be  aroused  to  a  point  where  they  can  not 
be  fulfilled.  He  must  understand  that  progress  will  be  gradual,  day  by  day, 


and  that  after  a  year’s  work  will  show  results,  although  he  may  not  under¬ 
stand  at  times  that  any  progress  is  being  made. 

The  impression  was  conveyed  by  one  of  the  speakers — at  least  news¬ 
papers  of  that  city  reported  it  as  an  impression — that  the  new  organization 
would  bring  about  closer  harmony  among  dealers  which  would  result  in 
the  regulation  of  prices.  This  was  not  the  purpose  of  the  meeting.  Any 
impressions  to  the  contrary  are  erroneous.  They  should  be  refuted  as 
emphatically  as  possible,  and  any  member  of  the  conference  who  conveys 
such  an  impression  should  be  taken  to  task  for  his  dereliction. 

There  is  a  vast  field  for  work  for  the  national  body  in  which  it  can 
benefit  the  coal  dealer  without  touching  upon  this  matter.  All  those  who 
have  Ijeen  interested  in  the  formation  of  the  new  organization  realize  it. 
They  will  not  touch  upon  this  point  at  any  time.  The  new  International 
Coal  Merchants’  Association  enters  upon  its  work  with  bright  prospects. 
If  it  follows  the  program  that  has  been  laid  down  for  it,  it  can  accomplish 
much  that  will  benefit  every  retail  factor  in  the  trade.  It  can  be  made  an 
organization  which  not  only  will  benefit  retailers,  but  will  be  respected  by 
producers  and  shippers  of  coal.  Progress-  should  be  slow  but  perpetual. 
If  this  program  is  followed  its  success  will  be  assured. 

What  the  Statistics  Show. 

That  there  is  a  continuous  increase  in  the  consumption  of  coal  in 
this  country  must  be  evident  to  anyone  who  has  a  tendency  to  study  statistics, 
and  particularly  those  furnished  by  the  great  transportation  companies. 
During  the  past  summer  there  has  been  generous  complaint  on  the  score  of 
over-production.  This  complaint  has  emanated  largely  from  the  bitumi¬ 
nous  coal  fields  of  the  west,  where  the  producers  have  been  largely  disor¬ 
ganized  in  the  matter  of  general  selling  policy.  In  the  older  coal  fields  of 
the  eastern  states,  conditions  are  considerably  different  from  those  west 
of  Ohio.  There  coal  land  is  held  at  high  figures,  it  requires  a  large  ex¬ 
penditure  of  capital  to  develop  a  property  profitably,  and  owing  to  the  control 
of  coal  properties  having  gradually  worked  into  the  hands  of  capitalists  who 
appreciate  their  values  and  understand  the  future  of  the  industry,  less  coal 
land  is  obtainable  by  the  small  operator  having  limited  funds. 

In  Indiana,  Illinois,  Kentucky,  Iowa,  and  many  other  western  states, 
the  price  of  coal  is  so  cheap  that  the  cost  per  acre  when  it  is  acquired  is 
scarcely  considered  in  estimating  its  value.  In  these  states,  a  shaft  can  be 
sunk  with  a  small  expenditure,  and  the  operation  will  be  in  working  order 
inside  of  one  or  two  years.  These  conditions  make  coal  development  easy 
whenever  there  is  a  period  of  prosperity  in  the  industry.  It  will  continue 
to  be  easily  accomplished  by  operators  of  limited  means,  until  such  time 
as  western  coal  lands  pass  into  the  control  of  investors  who  can  hold  them 
until  they  can  realize  on  their  invested  capital  and  make  a  handsome  profit. 

We  call  attention  to  these  facts  because  the  statistical  position  of 
western  bituminous  coals  from  a  consumptive  standpoint  as  to  the  total 
production  has  not  been  as  strong  as  that  from  the  eastern  fields. 

An  evidence  of  the  greatly'  increased  consumption  of  bituminous  coal 
in  the  eastern  states  thus  far  the  present  season  is  found  in  connection 
with  the  tonnage  shipped  over  the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  east  of  Pittsburg 
and  Erie.  Up  to  September  sixteenth,  the  total  volume  of  such  shipments 
had  increased  3,278,916  tons  over  the  same  period  a  year  ago,  or  about 
eleven  per  cent.  The  total  coal  and  coke  shipped  over  this  great  railroad  up 
to  the  date  mentioned  this  year  was  31,307,787  tons  as  compared  with  28,- 
028,871  tons  for  the  corresponding  period  a  year  ago.  This  is  the  truest 
test  of  increased  consumption  that  can  be  found.  The  Pennsylvania  railroad 
extends  its  long  arms  into  every  part  of  the  eastern  consuming  territory. 
If  it  does  not  do  this  directly,  it  does  so  indirectly  by  means  of  its  con¬ 
necting  lines.  But  the  best  feature  of  these  statistics  occurs  in  connection 
with  the  fact  that  the  increase  of  eleven  per  cent  has  been  distributed 
throughout  the  year.  It  does  not  represent  a  spurt  in  demand  from  January 
to  April — the  consuming  season — but  does  represent  a  natural  increase  which 
has  occurred  month  by  month  up  to  the  present. 

On  the  Beech  creek  extension  of  the  New  York  Central  railroad  the 
coal  handled  the  present  year  thus  far  was  5,888,662  tons  as  against  4,719,- 
059  tons  for  the  same  period  last  year,  or  an  increase  of  1,169,603  tons — about 
twenty-five  per  cent.  Coal  development  in  the  territory  tributary  to  this 
road  has  been  more  general  and  rapid  than  along  the  Pennsylvania  lines. 
This  is  one  reason  probably  for  the  greater  increase  in  the  tonnage  han¬ 
dled. 

Both  of  these  statistical  tables  show  that  there  has  been  a  rapid  increase 
in  the  consumption  of  coal  in  the  east.  Probably  western  roads  would 
show  a  corresponding  increase  in  tonnage  handled,  but  the  figures  are  not 
available.  The  only  difference  is  that  more  coal  has  been  produced 
in  the  west,  in  proportion  to  the  tonnage  last  year,  than  in  the  cast  on  a 
corresponding  comparative  basis.  To  the  pessimists  these  figures  ought  to 
be  a  sure  indication  that  coal  is  all  right.  They  can  have  no  other  .sig¬ 
nificance.  Briquettes  and  other  what  nots  of  an  indescribable  character 
have  not  displaced  coal  yet.  They  will  not  do  so  for  some  time  to  come. 
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Western  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


E.  N.  Saunders,  president  of  the  North  West¬ 
ern  Fuel  Co.,  was  in  Chicago  tliis  week  on  his 
return  to  St.  Paul  from  an  eastern  business  trip. 

Maj.  A.  W.  Horton,  western  sales  agent  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Railway  Exchange,  Chicago, 
is  in  Buffalo  and  Cleveland,  Ohio,  this  week  on  a 
business  trip. 

C.  W.  Gilmore,  vice-president  of  the  Crescent 
Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Plymouth  building,  Chicago, 
has  returned  from  a  hurried  business  trip  to  New 
York  and  other  eastern  coal  centers. 

P.  S.  Elwell,  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Rail¬ 
way  Exchange,  Chicago,  left  Thursday  evening 
of  this  week  for  the  Twin  Cities  and  Duluth 
and  Superior  on  a  business  trip. 

Eugene  Ambler,  of  Richards,  Ambler  &  Co., 
Plymouth  building,  Chicago,  accompanied  by 
Mrs.  Ambler,  has  returned  from  a  business  trip 
in  the  interests  of  the  firm  to  Butte  and  Ana¬ 
conda,  Mont. 

Effective  on  October  first  the  office  of  general 
manager  of  the  Sans  Bois  Coal  Co.,  Ft.  Smith, 
Ark.,  was  abolished.  W.  E.  Crane  has  been 
elected  vice-president  of  the  company  and  all  of¬ 
ficials  will  report  to  him  in  the  future. 

The  Ingersoll-Sergeant  Drill  Co.,  11  Broad¬ 
way,  New  York,  has  issued  a  very  handsome  and 
attractive  brochure,  entitled  “Coal  Mining  Ma¬ 
chinery.”  The  booklet  is  profusely  illustrated 
and  contains  many  matters  of  information  of 
value  to  coal  operators. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Moore  &  Richter,  coal  dealers 
at  Laporte,  Ind.,  passed  through  Chicago  this 
week  on  his  return  from  a  reunion  of  the  Moore 
family  in  Jefferson  county,  N.  Y.  There  are  six 
brothers  in  his  branch  of  the  family,  and  five  of 
them  were  present  at  this  reunion. 

John  J.  McCoIe  has  been  appointed  traveling 
sales  agent  of  the  Crescent  Coal  &  Mining  Co., 
Plymouth  building,  Qiicago,  with  territory  in 
Minnesota  and  South  Dakota,  and  has  under¬ 
taken  his  new  duties.  Mr.  McCole  is  a  brother 
of  F.  A.  McCole,  who  now  represents  the  same 
company  in  Iowa  territory. 

J.  F.  Clark,  secretary  of  the  Marquette  Third- 
Vein  Coal  Co.  for  a  long  term  of  years,  has  be¬ 
come  traveling  salesman  for  the  Susquehanna 
Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  with 
territory  in  Iowa.  Mr.  Clark  is  well  known  in 
the  western  trade  and  has  a  host  of  friends  who 
wish  him  much  success  in  his  new  position. 

W.  M.  Sanford,  of  the  Sanford  &  Zartmann 
Lumber  Co.,  Freeport,  Ill.,  was  in  Chicago  dur¬ 
ing  the  week.  After  transacting  the  business 
which  called  him  to  the  city,  it  is  understood  that 
Mr.  Sanford  took  a  turn  around  the  golf  links 
with  mutual  friends,  and  that  he  showed  himself 
in  such  form  as  to  be  considered  championship 
material. 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works  Patterson,  of 
the  city  of  Chicago,  has  accepted  an  invitation  from 
F.  S.  Peabody,  president  of  the  Peabody  Coal  Co., 
to  visit  the  mines  in  the  southern  part  of  Illinois 
with  a  view  to  becoming  better  informed  con¬ 
cerning  the  manner  in  which  soft  coal  is  mined 
and  prepared  for  market.  Mr.  Patterson  left 
Chicago  Monday  evening  on  his  inspection  trip. 

A  new  ordinance  is  to  be  introduced  into  the 
city  council  at  Chicago  providing  that  where  coal 
is  sold  in  less  than  quarter  ton  lots  it  shall  be 
measured  in  half  bushel  and  two  bushel  baskets 
of  prescribed  dimensions.  A  penalty  will  be  pro¬ 
vided  for  violations  of  the  ordinance.  The  meas¬ 
ure  is  being  prompted  by  basket  dealers,  who 
'  claim  that  some  coal  has  been  sold  in  the  city  by 
measure,  defrauding  the  purchasers. 

W.  S.  Noble,  formerly  manager  for  Hite  & 
Rafetto  at  Chicago,  has  removed  to  New  York 
city,  where  he  has  become  identified  with  a  large 
company  which  is  developing  extensive  tracts  of 
southern  coal  land  and  building  a  railroad  from 
the  property  to  tide-water.  The  company  is 
backed  by  large  financial  interests  and  will  do 
business  on  a  liberal  scale  when  it  completes  its 
preliminary  improvements.  The  many  friends  of 


Mr.  Noble  in  the  west  will  be  pleased  to  learn 
that  he  is  meeting  with  success  in  connection  with 
the  new  company. 

The  Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  of  11  Broadway,  New 
York,  announces  the  establishment  of  a  branch 
office  at  Houghton,  Mich.,  under  the  management 
of  T.  F.  Lynch,  who  has  for  several  years  past 
represented  the  Ingersoll-Sergeant  Drill  Co.  in  the 
copper  and  iron  districts  of  the  north.  At  the 
new  office  a  complete  stock  of  repair  and  duplicate 
parts  for  all  Ingersoll-Rand  machinery  will  be 
carried,  assuring  the  most  ready  service  to  pat¬ 
rons  of  the  company  in  the  territory  covered. 

M.  M.  Morrow,  traveling  salesman  for  Coxe 
Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  the  Rookery,  Chicago,  is  out 
a  trunk  of  clothing,  including  a  dress  suit  which 
was  purchased  only  a  short  time  ago.  Before 
leaving  on  his  last  trip  Morrow  made  arrange¬ 
ments  at  his  Chicago  boarding  place  to  have  the 
trunk  stored  until  his  return.  When  he  came 
back  to  Chicago  the  trunk  was  missing  and  no 
trace  of  it  has  been  discovered,  although  the  mat¬ 
ter  has  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  police. 

C.  Cohenour,  secretary  of  the  Northern  Fuel 
Co.  and  the  New  England  Coal  Co.,  Columbus, 
Ohio,  was  in  Chicago  during  the  week  on  a  busi¬ 
ness  trip.  Mr.  Cohenour  reports  that  the  supply 
of  cars  at  the  Hocking  valley  mines  is  the  worst 
ever  known  in  the  history  of-  the  trade  at  that 
point.  He  predicts  that  the  producing  companies 
will  be  unable  to  get  as  much  of  a  tonnage  of 
coal  up  the  great  lakes  to  dock  points  as  was  ex¬ 
pected  as  a  result  of  the  prevailing  car  shortage. 

C.  J.  Milton,  president,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and 
J.  A.  Renahan,  vice-president  and  general  mana¬ 
ger,  of  the  Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  New  York  city, 
were  in  Chicago  the  latter  part  of  last  week  on 
a  business  trip,  stopping  off  here  on  their  return 
from  St.  Louis.  This  swing  around  the  circle 
on  the  part  of  the  two  officials  of  the  company 
was  taken  in  anticipation  of  the  larger  output 
which  it  will  soon  market,  consisting  of  a  heavy 
tonnage  of  coal  and  coke  from  the  operations  at 
Page,  W.  Va. 

Milton  J.  Williams,  general  sales  agent  of  the 
Williams  Patent  Crusher  &  Pulverizer  Co.,  Old 
Colony  building,  Chicago,  has  just  returned  from 
a  trip  through  the  east  and  reports  a  good  demand 
for  coal  crushers,  particularly  in  the  Connellsville 
district.  Recent  sales  consisted  of  one  No.  6 
crusher  to  be  shipped  to  the  South  Connellsville 
Coke  Co.  and  two  No.  5  crushers  to  the  Lacka¬ 
wanna  Steel  Co.  A  cablegram  was  also  received 
this  week  from  Kalk,  Germany,  which  contained 
an  order  for  a  No.  2  crusher  for  immediate  ship¬ 
ment. 

F.  C.  Bryan,  vice-president  of  the  St.  Paul  & 
Western  Coal  Co.  and  the  Boston  Coal  Dock  & 
Wharf  Co.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  E.  E.  Heiner, 
of  the  St.  Paul  &  Western  Coal  Co.,  were  in 
Chicago  this  week  in  conference  with  H.  H. 
Heiner,  vice-president  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Co., 
Columbus,  Ohio.  The  business  of  these  compa¬ 
nies  is  developing  rapidly  under  the  present  able 
management,  both  in  the  all-rail  trade  and  in  the 
northwestern  territory  supplied  from  the  docks 
of  the  company  at  Duluth,  Superior  and  Mil¬ 
waukee. 

The  Standard  Washed  Coal  Co.,  Plymouth 
building,  Chicago,  has  filed  an  amendment  to  its 
articles  of  incorporation  increasing  the  capital 
stock  from  $70,000  to  $200,000,  and  increasing  the 
number  of  directors  from  three  to  seven.  The 
rapid  expansion  in  the  business  of  the  company 
and  the  purchase  of  several  mining  properties  in 
Illinois  recently  made  the  increased  capitalization 
necessary.  The  company  has  made  rapid  progress 
in  recent  years  and  is  considered  one  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  factors  in  the  producing,  shipping  and  steam 
trade  of  Chicago. 

Very  meager  information  has  been  received  in 
Chicago  concerning  the  death  of  R.  M.  Hazel- 
tine,  for  many  years  inspector  of  mines  for  the 
state  of  Ohio,  and  one  of  the  best  mining  en¬ 
gineers  in  the  west.  Mr.  Hazeltine  passed 
through  Chicago  a  fortnight  ago  on  his  way  to 
the  Portland  exposition  and  appeared  to  be  in 
the  best  of  health.  His  death  occurred  the  fol¬ 


lowing  week.  Among  mining  engineers  he  occu¬ 
pied  a  high  position  and  was  one  of  the  most 
efficient  mine  inspectors  ever  appointed  in  Ohio. 
His  death  will  cause  widespread  regret  among  a 
large  circle  of  friends  in  the  western  states. 

There  are  more  ways  than  one  of  turning  a 
pretty  penny  in  the  coal  trade,  according  to  a 
story  that  is  going  the  rounds  in  Chicago.  Re¬ 
cently  a  number  of  cars  of  Hocking  coal  were  in 
a  train  wreck  on  one  of  the  main  line  roads  in 
Indiana,  and  the  coal  was  spilled  over  a  consid¬ 
erable  distance.  It  was  offered  to  local  dealers 
by  the  railroad,  the  highest  bid  being  $100  for 
the  lot.  A  Chicago  shipping  company  heard  of 
the  wreck,  got  in  touch  with  the  railroad  offi¬ 
cials  and  bought  the  coal  at  a  slightly  higher 
figure,  stipulating  that  it  should  be  reloaded  and 
shipped  to  Chicago.  The  coal  arrived  in  this 
city  safely,  and,  being  undamaged,  was  sold  at 
a  handsome  profit.  There  were  400  tons  in  the 
lot. 

Henry  Phillips,  manager  of  the  Ottumwa  Box 
Car  Loader  Co.,  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  was  in  Chicago 
the  latter  part  of  last  week  on  a  business  trip. 
Mr.  Phillips  has  been  ill  the  greater  part  of  the 
summer  as  the  result  of  an  attack  of  malarial 
fever,  but  is  nearly  convalescent  now.  He  re¬ 
ports  the  sale  of  two  Ottumwa  cradle  loaders  re¬ 
cently  to  the  St.  Paul  Coal  Co.,  to  be  installed  at 
the  operations  of  the  company  at  Granville  and 
Cherry,  Ill.,  and  also  several  standard  Ottumwa 
loaders  to  other  mining  companies.  The  Ot¬ 
tumwa  Box  Car  Loader  Co.,  having  recently  pur¬ 
chased  an  iron  and  steel  plant  at  Ottumwa,  is 
preparing  to  extend  the  scope  of  its  operations, 
and  shortly  will  be  prepared  to  build  steel  coal 
mine  tipples.  It  expects  to  engage  in  this  branch 
of  business  quite  extensively  in  the  immediate 
future. 

In  the  circuit  court  at  Bloomington,  Ill.,  Mrs. 
Caroline  T.  Scott  and  Anna  G.  Sampson  of  Chi¬ 
cago  have  filed  a  petition  asking  for  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  receiver  for  the  Illinois  Coal  Alining 
&  Coke  Co.  of  Chicago.  In  connection  with  the 
petition  it  is  alleged  that  the  company  has  entered 
into  a  conspiracy  to  defraud  the  stockholders  of 
their  share  in  the  mining  properties  owned  by  the 
corporation  at  Chenoa,  McLean  county.  Ill.  It  is 
charged  that  Chas.  F.  Bumann,  president  of  the 
Consumers’  Coal  Mining  &  Coke  Co.,  of  which 
the  two  women  are  members,  is  guilty  of  conspira¬ 
cy  to  defraud  the  other  stockholders  by  transfer¬ 
ring  the  stock  to  John  M.  Hess,  an  attorney  in 
Chicago.  It  is  claimed  that  the  latter  then  organ¬ 
ized  the  Illinois  Coal  Mining  &  Coke  Co.  to  oper¬ 
ate  the  mine,  the  stockholders  being  deprived  of 
any  rights  in  the  new  company.  Bumann,  when 
interviewed  in  Chicago,  claimed  that  the  suit  was 
commenced  out  of  spite.  Hess  claims  to  have 
bought  the  property  and  paid  for  it. 

John  Alfred  Richardson,  manager  for  the  Jones 
&  Adams  Co.,  Railway  Exchange,  Chicago,  sur¬ 
prised  his  wide  circle  of  friends  the  early  part  of 
the  week  with  a  wedding  announcement.  On  last 
Saturday  evening  Miss  Hazel  M.  Heaney,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mrs.  Henrietta  Heaney  and  Mr.  Richard¬ 
son  were  married  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  J.  Budlong,  23  Foster  avenue,  Chicago. 
Mrs.  Budlong  is  a  sister  of  the  bride.  The  wed¬ 
ding  was  a  quiet  one,  only  the  immediate  relatives 
of  the  bride  and  groom  being  present,  but  was 
very  prettily  celebrated.  The  house  was  decorated 
with  bridal  roses  and  other  cut  flowers.  Festoons 
of  smilax  were  also  used,  creating  a  very  pretty 
effect.  The  ceremony  was  read  by  the  Rev.  A. 
M.  White,  presiding  elder  in  the  Chicago  district. 
Many  handsome  presents  were  received  and  both 
the  contracting  parties  have  been  the  recipients 
of  congratulatory  telegrams  and  letters  from  their 
large  circle  of  friends.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard¬ 
son  will  be  at  home  at  1650  Clifton  avenue,  after 
October  fifteenth.  The  Bl.\ck  Diamond  joins 
with  their  numerous  other  friends  in  wishing  them 
much  happiness  during  their  future  life.  While 
the  announcement  of  the  marriage  came  as  a  sur¬ 
prise  it  was  because  Mr.  Richardson  kept  the  se¬ 
cret  until  after  the  nuptials  were  performed.  It 
is  understood  the  romance  wl/ich  culminated  so 
happily  has  extended  over  a  period  of  several 
years. 
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Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond. 

New  York,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  5. 

Conditions  in  the  anthracite  trade  continue  to 
improve  steadily,  and  it  is  thought,  judging  from 
the  increasing  number  of  orders  coming  in  for 
shipment,  that  the  amount  of  business  for  the 
season  is  in  advance  of  the  several  years  past. 
This  can  be  asserted  regardless  of  the  quieter 
condition  prevailing  during  the  past  week  in  the 
retail  market,  owing  to  warmer  weather,  orders 
showing  quite  a  falling  off  in  some  places.  It  is 
believed  that  the  larger  current  demand  is  to 
supply  actual  needs,  and  will  continue  to  develop 
from  now  on  without  interruption.  The  princi¬ 
pal  requirements  are  still  from  the  all-rail  points, 
and  are  comparatively  large  from  other  locali¬ 
ties.  A  large  proportion  of  this  tonnage  is  going 
to  foreign  roads.  Shippers  report  a  very  active 
demand  from  rail  territory  which,  in  volume,  is 
exceeding  their  anticipations.  Larger  interests 
are  receiving  orders  daily  aggregating  5,000  to 
6,000  tons.  This,  with  the  standing  orders,  re¬ 
quiring  regular  delivery,  is  absorbing  the  tonnage 
from  the  collieries  designated  for  this  purpose. 
The  heavy  movement  at  present  is  having  some 
effect  on  the  car  supply,  requiring  more  equip¬ 
ment  to  get  the  coal  forward  at  present,  though 
the  demand  for  cars  for  other  traffic  is  also  caus¬ 
ing  a  shortage,  which,  in  some  cases,  is  delaying 
shinments  longer  than  is  desirable.  That  this 
situation  will  not  improve,  and  is  likely  to 
become  worse  as  the  season  of  heavy  transpor¬ 
tation  requirements  advances  is  the  general  belief, 
with  possibly  a  greater  stringency  on  the  main 
line  roads  due  to  a  growing  shortage  of  cars. 
One  or  two  lines  are  already  affected  in  this 
respect.  >  Western  business  is  also  likely  to  make 
larger  demands  on  the  trade,  as  many  orders 
.still  remain  unfilled,  while  the  time  is  growing 
.short  to  get  the  coal  forward  before  the  close 
of  lake  navigation.  Trade  at  the  shipping  ports 
shows  slightly  m''re.  activity,  and  cargo  orders 
are  coming  in  more  freely.  A  considerable  quan¬ 
tity  of  coal  has  been  carted  out  from  dealers’ 
yards,  both  here  and  in  the  east,  and  this  is  now 
developing  business  of  a  character  which  keeps 
coal  arriving  at  these  ports  moving  freely. 

Barge  Service  Fully  Employed. 

Where  barges  were  laid  up  during  the  several 
W'eeks  of  dullness  at  the  latter  end  of  the  sum¬ 
mer  they  have  again  been  placed  in  service  for 
deliveries  in  the  harbor  and  to  the  eastern  and 
sound  points.  Trade  local  to  tide-water  ports 
in  the  east  has  not  shown  the  improvement  that 
has  occurred  at  other  points,  though  more  orders 
are  now  available  than  was  the  case  a  week  or 
two  ago.  This  no  doubt  is  owing  to  the  heavy 


stocks  accumulated  in  dealers’  yards,  which  have 
been  moving  out  freely  for  some  weeks,  and  an 
increased  business  at  wholesale  is  looked  for  in 
the  immediate  future.  Shipments  to  sound  ports 
are  fairly  active,  and  a  large  proportion  of  this 
business  is  being  reshipped  to  points  inland,  also 
reached  by  all-rail  delivery.  The  New  York, 
New  Haven  &  Hartford  road  is  endeavoring  to 
restrict  coal  shipments  via  the  New  York  harbor 
route  all-rail  as  much  as  possibfb  in  order  to 
reserve  its  efficiency  for  other  freight  and  its 
passenger  business.  This  has  resulted  in  some 
additional  tonnage  being  shipped  by  the  water 
route,  and,  where  agreeable  to  consignee,  is  more 
desirable  to  shippers  who  have  in  view  keeping 
their  cars  under  better  control. 

The  fine  sizes  of  anthracite  are  in  strong 
demand,  which  is  really  remarkable  for  the  sea¬ 
son,  and  is  caused  largely  by  additional  orders 
being  placed  to  provide  for  increased  supplies 
to  carry  over  the  winter.  Most  of  the  finer  grades 
are  short  of  present  requirements,  while  buck¬ 
wheat  is  in  large  demand  and  in  short  supply 
with  some  of  the  companies.  Even  pea  coal 
is  reported  short  in  one  case  where  no  surplus 
storage  stock  is  on  hand.  The  output  of  the 
collieries  has  been  on  about  a  normal  basis, 
although  the  accumulations  thus  far  have  been 
1  ght  comparatively,  in  some  instances  showing 
no  excess  over  other  years.  The  shipments  for 
September,  it  is  expected,  will  be  up  to  5,000,000 
tons  and  possibly  over. 

Advance  in  Bituminous  Prices. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  bituminous  trade  con¬ 
tinues  very  strong,  which  is  influencing  prices, 
forcing  them  up  ten  or  fifteen  cents  all  along  the 
line  on  the  different  grades.  At  Philadelphia 
pr  ces  were  advanced  by  the  larger  producers 
located  in  the  central  Pennsylvania  field  to  $1.25 
a  ton  in  the  mines,  but  even  at  these  figures  a 
full  supply  of  coal  is  not  always  available  and  the 
shippers  in  many  instances  are  either  turning 
down  orders  or  reducing  the  tonnage  from  that 
called  for  in  the  way  of  early  delivery.  There 
is  a  sufficient  shortage  in  the  car  supply  on  all 
the  transportation  lines  to  delay  shipments  on 
important  business,  while  cars  in  other  cases  are 
not  supplied  for  certain  classes  of  trade,  making 
shippers  very  careful  in  accepting  orders  which 
are  liable  to  cause  trouble  in  making  deliveries, 
due  to  the  possibility  of  an  increasing  shortage 
of  equipment  later  in  the  season.  The  1' 
grades  of  coal  and  specialtie.,  handled  in  the 
market  practically  are  all  sold  up,  and  shippers 
are  having  some  difficulty  in  getting  the  tonnage 
forward  as  fast  as  it  is  called  for.  Shipments 
to  all-rail  points  on  foreign  roads  continue  to 


be  under  embargo  by  several  of  the  railroads  that 
issued  notices  some  time  ago,  and  but  little  coal 
is  moving  in  that  direction  in  comnarison  with 
what  is  required.  The  short  supply  of  light  draft 
vessels  is  not  helping  to  relieve  the  s  tuation  any, 
where  the  tonnage  could  be  sent  to  some  of  the 
line  points  in  need,  but  is  interfering  with  th 
movement  of  coal,  not  only  in  that  direction  but 
also  to  eastern  tide-water  ports,  and  the  tonnage 
available  is  below  present  requirements.  In  the 
far  east  the  demand  is  active,  and  is  resulting 
in  more  business  than  the  vessel  tonnage  .can 
supply.  This  applies  more  particularly  to  the 
better  grades  of  coal. 

Heavy  Orders  From  Shoal  Water  Ports. 

Orders  from  shoal-water  ports  are  more  plen¬ 
tiful  and  are  being  renewed  with  producers  as 
quickly  as  those  on  file  can  be  shipped.  A 
wide  discrepancy  has  existed  in  the  vessel  rates 
in  this  carrying  trade,  some  of  them  being  from 
ten  to  fifteen  cents  higher  than  those  to  deep¬ 
water  ports,  which  is  unusual.  But  vessel  cap¬ 
tains  and  owners,  realizing  the  urgency  of  making 
shipments  before  ice  makes,  and  the  active  de¬ 
mand  for  suitable  craft,  are  taking  advantage 
of  the  situation  and  compelling  consumers  at  these 
ports  to  pay  the  higher  rates.  Along  the  sound 
there  is  a  good  demand,  which,  on  the  better 
grades,  is  in  excess  of  the  tonnage  that  can  be 
shipped.  The  trade  in  that  territory  is  trying 
to  catch  up  on  the  tonnage  of  coal  it  did  not 
order  forward  on  contracts  during  the  summer 
months.  New  York  harbor  shows  little  change 
from  last  week.  A  fair  tonnage  is  being  shipped 
and  absorbed  on  arrival,  keeping  the  market 
strong  with  prices  on  the  ordinary  steam-  grades 
at  about  $2.55@$2.60  f.  o.  b.  the  shipping  ports. 

All-rail  orders  are  accumulating  more  rapidly 
than  the  coal  can  be  shipped.  Owing  to  its 
being  less  desirable  by  reason  of  the  delay  in 
delivery  and  the  difficulty  of  procuring  cars,  it 
does  not  receive  the  attention  given  to  tide¬ 
water  shipments. 

Transportation  on  all  lines  seems  good,  and 
no  difficulty  is  experienced  in  getting  coal 
through  promptly.  The  car  supply  is  variable 
and  short  in  some  instances,  not  being  up  to  the 
full  requirements  in  the  more  favorable  cases. 
In  the  vessel  market  craft  is  in  large  demand, 
especially  for  those  of  lighter  draft,  which  are 
scarce  and  rates  firm.  We  quote  current  rates  of 
freight  from  Philadelphia  as  follows ;  Boston, 
Salem  and  Portland,  75c@85c ;  Lynn,  Newbury- 
port,  Gardiner  and  Bangor,  $1.00;,  sound  ports, 
70c;  Portsmouth,  80c@85c;  Bath,  85c;  Saco, 
$1.10  and  towage.  New  York  harbor  rates  to 
Boston  are  55@85  cents. 


Market  ^fews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  5. — -{Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — -The  month  opens  with  general  activity  in 
all  departments  of  the  coal  trade.  Not  only  is  the 
all-rail  and  lake  business  of  the  anthracite  ship¬ 
pers  showing  a  healthy  increase  in  the  amount 
of  tonnage  offered,  but  the  bituminous  interests 
are  feeling  the  stimulating  influence  of  a  more 
eager  market.  All  interests  are  handicapped,  how¬ 
ever,  quite  seriously  by  the  car  shortage. 

Western  agents  of  the  lake  shipping  companies 
report  that  the  demand  is  lively,  that  orders  are 
all  that  could  be  desired,  but  that  owing  to  the 
scarcity  of  rolling  stock  the  present  accumulations 
in  the  storage  yards  at  the  upper  lake  ports 
can  not  be  handled  as  rapidly  as  could  be  desired. 
The  consequence  is  that  storage  space  for  addi¬ 
tional  cargoes  from  this  end  of  the  lakes  can  not 
be  obtained  rapidly  enough  to  give  the  impetus 
to  forwarding,  which  otherwise  would  be  in  order. 
Vessel  tonnage  is  plentiful,  rates  are  fair  and 
the  demand  eager,  but  the  companies  which  have 
been  shipping  coal  up  the  lakes  all  summer  find 
themselves  in  the  position  of  having  no  storage 
room  for  their  cargoes,  for  which  the  railroads 
now  are  alone  responsible. 

Another  drawback  with  the  anthracite  shippers 


here  is  found  in  the  fact  that  with  the  shortage 
of  cars  now  existing  the  tonnage  brought  for¬ 
ward  from  the  collieries  is  only  sufficient  to  fill 
lake  and  rail  orders,  and  no  coal  at  present  is 
going  into  the  stock  piles  at  Buffalo.  The  result 
will  be  that  no  more  than  the  normal  tonnage  of 
storage  coal  will  be  accumulated  here  when  navi¬ 
gation  closes.  It  may  be  that  the  amount  on 
hand  will  be  below  normal  for  December. 

Shortage  of  Cars  at  Collieries. 

But  while  the  car  shortage  is  working  serious 
delay  and  inconvenience  to  the  anthracite  inter¬ 
ests,  the  bituminous  operators  and  jobbers  are 
being  benefited.  A  surprising  improvement  is 
noted  in  the  bituminous  market  and  those  dealers 
who  have  been  discouraged  owing  to  the  dearth 
of  business  and  starvation  prices  at  which  sales 
were  forced  are  beginning  to  wear  a  more  cheer¬ 
ful  expression,  and  are  even  predicting  that  the 
outlook  for  the  winter  months  offers  much  prom¬ 
ise.  Of  course  there  has  been  no  boom  in  prices, 
but  small  advances  are  reported,  with  prospects 
of  more  substantial  gains  in  the  near  future. 

Noel  Marshall,  president  of  the  Standard  Fuel 
Co.  of  Toronto,  was  a  caller  upon  Buffalo  friends 


this  week.  He  reports  a  strong  market  in  the 
Dominion.  Buffalo  agents  have  been  extending 
their  business  in  this  direction  all  season. 

One  good  evidence  of  the  increased  Canadian 
demand  is  found  in  the  fact  that  not  once  during 
the  present  season  has  there  been  any  congestion 
at  either  of  the  bridges.  All  coal  sent  there  has 
been  promptly  handled. 

It  is  learned  this  week  that  the  rush  of  busi¬ 
ness  to  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  has  been  so  pro¬ 
nounced  within  the  past  month  that  orders  have 
gone  out  to  its  agents  not  to  make  further  con¬ 
tracts  at  present,  and  sales  agents  traveling 
through  New  York  state  and  Canada  have  been 
called  in.  This  increase  in  business  is  largely  at¬ 
tributable  to  the  fact  that  the  anthracite  producers 
encounter  so  much  delay  in  securing  cars. 

C.  L.  Dennison  of  this  city  has  become  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  Morris  Run  mines,  and  it  is  again 
announced  that  the  mining  of  this  smithing  coal 
will  be  resumed.  There  have  been  so  many  re¬ 
ports  of  a  similar  character  that  some  doubt  is 
e.xpressed  by  those  who  are  familiar  with  the  sit¬ 
uation,  whether  or  not  the  striking  miners  can  be 
prevailed  upon  to  resume  work.  Another  prop¬ 
osition  has  been  made  to  the  miners  by  General 
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Manager  Miller.  At  the  close  of  the  meeting  at 
which  the  proposal  was  submitted,  the  wage  scale 
was  sent  to  the  local  superintendents,  with  instruc¬ 
tions  that  the  men  were  ready  and  willing 
to  go  to  work  under  the  terms  of  the  June  agree¬ 
ment,  but  that  the  miners  would  positively  refuse 
to  entertain  any  other  proposition. 

It  is  reported  that  Mr.  Miller  claims  that  he 
had  orders  for  500  tons  per  week.  There  is 
much  activity  about  the  mines  and  it  is  believed 
that  the  new  owners  of  the  property  have  good 
reason  to  believe  that  they  will  succeed  in  coming 
to  terms  with  the  strikers  at  an  early  date.  Should 
this  prove  true  it  will  be  gratifying  to  Buffalo 
dealers  who  in  former  days  have  had  a  good  busi¬ 
ness  handling  the  Blossburg  smithing. 

Local  retailers  are  still  talking  of  the  late  meet¬ 
ing  of  representative  coal  merchants  from  all  over 
the  country.  They  believe  that  these  meetings  are 
bound  to  benefit  them  as  serving  to  create  harmony 
of  action.  The  matter  of  long  credits,  which  is 


Baltimore,  Md.,  Oct.  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Coal  dealers  have  put  into  effect  the 
usual  winter  prices,  an  advance  of  fifty  cents  per 
Ion  over  the  spring  schedule.  Local  dealers  say 
that  there  probably  will  be  another  advance  in 
prices  about  January  first  if  the  winter  proves 
severe,  and  probably  a  third  before  the  end  of 
the  winter  on  the  strength  of  the  strike  rumors. 
Only  about  one-half  of  Baltimore’s  householders 
have  put  in  their  winter  supply  of  coal. 

Annually  in  April  the  operators  order  a  re¬ 
duction  of  fifty  cents  per  ton  in  the  price  of 
coal.  On  May  first  it  is  advanced  ten  cents  a 
ton,  on  June  first  another  ten  cents  and  so  on 
the  first  of  every  month  until  September,  when 
the  wiirter  price  is  restored.  The  prices  now 
prevailing  are  as  follows : 

Hard  white  ash  No.  1,  $6.75;  No.  2,  $7.00; 
No.  3,  $7.00. 

Sunbury— No.  2,  $7.25;  No.  3,  $7.25;  nut,  $7.25. 

Lykens  Valley— No.  2,  $7.85;  No.  3,  $7.85; 
No.  3,  $7.00;  small  nut,  $4.50. 

Look  for  Further  Retail  Advance. 

'fhe  reduction  in  the  spring  would  lead  to 
the  belief  that  most  people  'lay  in  their  supply 
of  coal  during  the  warm  weather,  but  this  is  not 
so.  Dealers  say  only  about  fifty  per  cent  of  the 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Oct.  G. —  {Special  Corres- 
poidcnce.) — The  local  anthracite  market  is  show¬ 
ing  a  continuation  of  the  improvement  that  has 
prevailed  during  the  several  weeks  past  and  with 
more  favorable  weather  conditions  a  large  ex¬ 
pansion  in  the  demand  is  anticipated.  This  also 
applies  to  the  line  trade  on  the  main  line  roads, 
and  at  foreign  points,  from  which  orders  are 
coming  freely  enough  to  keep  shippers  ciuite 
busy.  The  volume  of  business  transacted 
through  various  channels  is  assuming  considera¬ 
ble  proportions  in  the  aggregate.  The  require¬ 
ments  in  some  directions  for  special  grades  or 
sizes  are  of  such  proportions  that  prompt  ship¬ 
ment  can  not  always  be  made  by  the  producing 
companies.  Cars  have  been  less  plentiful  for 
the  distribution  of  anthracite  tonnage,  no  doubt 
owing  to  the  increased  demands  in  the  bituminous 
carrying  trade.  Other  freight  is  also  making 
increased  demands  on  transportation  lines  which 
is  interfering  to  some  extent  in  moving  this  prod¬ 
uct  to  points  on  foreign  roads.  'Phis  latter  busi¬ 
ness  is  not  considered  desirable  to  originating 
lines,  as  such  shipments  usually  involve  a  longer 
haul,  requiring  a  longer  period  before  empty  cars 
return  to  the  mines,  tending  to  create  a  more 
pronounced  shortage  in  the  supply  of  equipment. 
At  retail  the  demand  is  comparatively  heavy  and 
is  in  advance  of  the  usual  buying  at  this  season. 
Dealers  report  a  steady  run  of  orders  from  trade 
that  has  not  yet  been  supplied,  this  business  being 
more  extensive  than  was  expected,  keeping  them 
busy  getting  the  coal  forward.  The  fine  sizes 
used  for  steam  are  quite,  active  and  in  some  in- 


the  bane  of  the  dealers’  existence,  is  sure  to  be 
acted  upon,  in  this  city  at  least,  to  the  sorrow  of 
the  importunate  debtor  who  never  pays  until  credit 
is  exhausted  and  the  rigor  of  the  weather  makes 
it  necessary  for  him  to  establish  a  new  basis  of 
purchase. 

Lake  Shipments  for  September. 

Lake  shipments  of  anthracite  for  the  month  of 
September  amounted  to  344,000  tons.  This  amount 
was  distributed  as  follows : 

Chicago  . l.SS.SSO  .Milwaukee  .  55,650 

Kenosha  .  500  Superior  .  52,b00 

Sheboygan  .  12,000  Toledo  .  3,650 

Parry  Sound .  700  Jiululh  .  52,350 

Menominee  .  1,050  Sault  Ste.  Marie..  5,400 

Escanaba  .  000  Ashland  .  2,500 

Gladstone  .  2,100  - 

Total,  tons . 344,000 

Total  ship4nents  by  lake  in  September,  1904, 
amounted  to  393,305  tons,  the  decrease  for  Sep¬ 
tember  of  the  present  year  being  49,305  tons. 


householders  do  this.  In  speaking  of  the  situa¬ 
tion,  a  prominent  coal  dealer  said : 

“In  Baltimore  there  are  many  people  who  are 
not  able  to  buy  more  than  a  ton  at  a  time,  and 
this  is  the  reason  they  can  not  get  in  their  coal 
when  the  summer  reduction  is  made.  It  is  the 
well-to-do  people  who  take  advantage ,  of  the 
low  prices.  The  prices  current  may  hold  all  the 
winter,  but  it  is  doubtful.  If  the  winter  is  un¬ 
usually  severe  the  price  is  likely  to  be  advanced. 
Several  things  will  contribute  to  this.  Difficulty 
in  getting  the  coal  mined  is  one  reason ;  trouble 
in  hauling  the  coal  to  consumers  is  another,  and 
a  third  is  the  trouble  experienced  by  the  rail¬ 
roads  in  delivering  the  coal  to  the  retailers. 
Snow  on  the  tracks  sometimes  interferes  with 
the  movement  of  cars  for  several  days.  Then 
trouble  is  experienced  by  the  retailers  in  deliv¬ 
ering  the  coal  in  winter  weather.  It  sometimes 
takes  almost  the  whole  day  to  deliver  a  ton  of 
coal,  when  under  ordinary  circumstances  only 
two  or  three  hours  are  required. 

“In  view  of  the  probability  of  a  strike  next 
spring,  the  operators  do  not  intend  sending  out 
any  more  coal  than  can  be  mined  at  present. 
They  are  aiming  to  have  their  storage  yards  full 
in  case  the  men  go  out  as  they  did  before. 
And,  of  course,  if  another  strike  occurs,  the  price 
will  again  advance.” 


stances  are  short  of  current  requirements.  Pea 
coal  is  very  short  with  some  producers,  who 
claim  to  be  entirely  sold  up,  having  no  stocks  on 
hand.  This  size  usually  is  the  least  active  during 
the  warm  season,  but  its  greater  popularity  for 
domestic  purposes  with  certain  portions  of  the 
line  trade  is  the  source  of  the  increased  demand. 

The  market  for  bituminous  coal  is  very  strong, 
resulting  in  more  orders  than  can  be  conveniently 
shipped  to  satisfy  consumers.  The  usual  num¬ 
ber  of  delinquent  buyers  who  fail  to  stock  a 
sufficient  tonnage  during  the  summer  is  now 
clamoring  for  shipments  to  meet  present  needs, 
and  to  accumulate  some  coal  for  the  future. 
Producers  are  not  inclined  to  help  such  consum¬ 
ers,  due  to  the  fact  the  latter  were  urged  to  take 
the  coal  when  trade  was  slack.  Many  operating 
companies  have  also  contracted  for  a  larger  ton¬ 
nage  than  in  former  years  and  are  not  anxious  to 
obligate  themselves  further,  fearing  a  greater 
shortage  of  cars,  which  would  make  it  impossible 
to  supply  the  coal.  Prices  naturally  are  firmer 
and  during  the  week  have  been  advanced  to  $1.25 
per  ton  at  the  mines  on  all  grades  of  steam  coal. 
The  inferior  grades  and  those  unknoivn  also  arc 
advancing  in  value.  Principal  attention  at  this 
time  is  being  given  to  tidewater  shipments  and 
such  main  line  points  as  are  receiving  a  larger 
supply  of  cars.  The  all-rail  business,  while  large, 
is  not  receiving  full  consignments  of  coal,  owing 
to  the  short  car  supply. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  the  demand 
for  craft  is  large  and  in  excess  of  the  supply. 


Rates  are  firm  at  the  following  quotations :  Bos¬ 
ton,  Salem  and  Portland,  75^80c;  sound,  70c; 
Lynn,  Newburyport,  Gardiner  and  Bangor,  $1.00; 
Portsmouth,  80<^85c;  Bath,  85c;  Saco,  $1.10  and 
towage. 


The  Mew  England  Trade. 

Boston,  Mass,..  Oct.  6.— {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Anthracite  is  in  slightly  better  demand 
in  this  territory  and  the  indications  are  for  further 
improvement.  Already  orders  are  in  larger  vol¬ 
ume,  showing  the  greater  stimulus  impartea  to  the 
trade  by  seasonable  weather  conditions,  which  is 
encouraging  to  shippers.  As  a  result,  also,  the  en¬ 
tire  fleet  of  barges,  a  portion  of  which  has  been 
laid  up  for  lack  of  business  during  several  weeks 
past,  is  now  in  service.  Increasing  activity  is  also 
reported  from  the  sound  ports.  Selling  agents 
handling  the  companies’  product  report  a  percepti¬ 
ble  increase  in  the  number  of  orders  now  coming 
in  for  immediate  shipment.  This  is  largely  new 
business,  though  the  requirements  on  standing 
orders  are  fully  up  to  normal.  A  large  proportion 
of  the  tonnage  now  in  shippers’  hands  at  tide  is 
for  reshipment  to  line  and  interior  points,  where 
greater  activity  prevails.  The  all-rail  business 
seems  to  be  the  most  urgent  for  delivery  and  a 
large  number  of  orders  for  coal  are  accumulating, 
owing  to  the  restrictions  on  transportation  and  the 
shortage  of  cars.  This  class  of  trade  is  showing 
a  greater  interest  in  securing  an  ample  tonnage 
of  coal  for  winter  than  it  did  a  year  ago,  when 
many  of  the  dealers  ran  short  and  had  difficulty 
in  obtaining  sufficient  coal  for  their  daily  r^uire- 
ments.  Evidently  these  experiences  are  being  re¬ 
membered.  Possibly  there  is  also  a  tendency  to 
take  in  larger  stocks  to  carry  over  next  spring,  due 
to  the  strike  agitation.  At  retail  a  steady  trade 
is  reported  from  all  consuming  centers  and  the 
deliveries  are  quite  active,  keeping  all  cartage  fa¬ 
cilities  busy.  No  change  in  price  in  this  city  has 
been  made  from  tbe  summer  schedule,  though  an 
advance  of  twenty-five  cents  per  ton  is  expected 
any  day. 

Bituminous  Demand  is  Active. 

The  bituminous  coal  trade  shows  no  interrup¬ 
tion  of  the  activity  that  has  characterized  this 
market  for  some  time  past.  Shippers  have  enough 
orders  for  continuous  delivery  for  a  long  time 
ahead.  The  orders  for  current  shipment  on  stand¬ 
ard  grades  of  coal  are  accumulating  with  the 
producing  interests  to  an  extent  exceeding  the 
present  supply  and  the  facilities  available  for  its 
transportation.  Shoalwater  and  inland  ports  show 
an  active  demand  which  exceeds  in  importance 
in  delivery  that  going  to  deepwater  ports,  the  lat¬ 
ter  being  in  a  position  to  take  coal  all  winter, 
while  the  former  are  limited  to  the  time  when  ice 
makes.  Orders  are  renewed  for  shipment  on  this 
trade  as  fast  as  the  coal  arrives  at  destination  and 
consignees  are  obliged  to  pay  slightly  higher  water 
freight  rates  in  consequence  than  to  the  other 
ports.  Vessel  owners  apparently  are  taking  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  e.xigencies  of  the  situation.  The 
advance  in  the  price  of  Pocahontas  and  New 
River  coals  of  ten  cents  a  ton  to  $2.60  f.  o.  b. 
Hampton  Roads  shipping  ports  the  first  of  the 
week  apparently  has  had  no  influence  in  reducing 
shipments.  A  considerable  proportion  of  tonnage 
ordered  forward  at  the  minimum  price  remained 
unfilled  and  this,  with  new  business,  is  continuing 
the  activity,  with  no  indications  that  it  will  de¬ 
crease.  Prices  are  firm  on  all  standard  grades, 
while  cheaper  coals  are  advancing.  There  is  a 
large  demand  for  vessels  to  load  at  all  shipping 
ports,  the  supply  being  short  of  those  desired  for 
present  charter.  The  lower  ports  quote  75@80c 
around  the  cape  and  70c  to  sound  points. 


Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  &  Coal 
Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  transported 
over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  September 
thirtieth,  the  corresponding  week  last  year, 
the  year  to  date  and  the  corresponding  period 
in  1904  : 

Cumber- 

Broad  top.  land.  Total. 

Week  ending  Sept.  30.  1905..  17.164  25.7S2  42,946 
Corresponding  week,  1904....  9,343  21,940  31,1S8 

Total  for  1905 . 5iio  S65  723,501  1,224,387 

Corresponding  period,  1904 .  .  .  4 1  .'.089  825,409  1,267,497 


Coal  Market  Conditions  at  Baltimore 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Market 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


R.  M.  Obertenffer,  chief  clerk  to  President  Baer, 
of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading,  is  confined  to  his 
home  with  an  injured  foot. 

Edward  M.  Aldin,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  spent 
several  days  of  last  week  in  New  York  on  a 
business  trip,  renewing  old  associations.  Mr. 
Aldin  is  among  the  best  known  coal  men  in  that 
city,  having  been  identified  with  the  coal  trade 
there  for  many  years. 

F.  E.  Herriman,  general  coal  agent  of  the  New 
York  Central  railroad,  has  been  appointed  coal 
traffic  manager  of  this  system  east  of  Buffalo.  H. 
W.  Henry  has  been  appointed  general  coal  agent, 
with  offices  at  Grand  Central  station.  New  York 
city,  effective  October  first. 

C.  J.  Wittenberg,  president  of  the  Chesapeake 
&  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  at  New  York,  who  re¬ 
cently  purchased  10,000  acres  of  New  River  coal 
land  for  the  Crab  Orchard  Improvement  Co.,  of 
which  he  is  also  president,  sailed  a  week  ago 
Thursday  for  Europe,  where  he  will  visit  Paris 
and  meet  Mrs.  Wittenberg  and  daughter,  who 
have  been  abroad  all  summer.  They  will  likely 
return  home  together  in  about  six  weeks. 

A.  S.  McQueen,  who  for  several  years  past  has 
been  salesman  for  the  Consolidation,  Fairmont  and 
Somerset  Coal  companies  at  New  York  and  in 
the  New  England  states,  has  resigned  this  con¬ 
nection  to  accept  a  position  as  sales  agent  with  the 
Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.  at  New  York.  Mr. 
McQueen  has  had  wide  experience  in  the  coal 
trade,  and  with  his  tact  and  ability  controlled  a 
large  tonnage.  In  addition  he  has  made  many 
warm  friends,  who  predict  a  bright  future  for  him 
in  his  new  position. 

The  Carsten-Offerman  Coal  Co.,  of  Brooklyn, 
recently  incorporated,  taking  over  the  Joseph  H. 
Colly er  coal  plant  at  the  foot  of  Washington 
street,  that  city,  commenced  active'  operations  last 
week,  handling  its  coal  through  these  pockets. 
Quite  extensive  improvements  were  made  at  this 
plant,  which  were  found  to  be  necessary  to  bring 
its  facilities  up  to  the  capacity  required  by  the 
business  of  this  company.  Mr.  Collyer  is  said  to 
have  gone  into  the  real  estate  business  since  dis¬ 
posing  of  his  coal  interests,  with  which  he  was 
identified  for  many  years. 

Miss  Claire  Evelyn  Vreeland,  daughter  of 
Mrs.  Evelyn  Vreeland,  of  Mariner’s  Harbor, 
Staten  Island,  and  E.  Forest  Powell,  New 
York  sales  agent  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  were  married  at  the  home  of  the  bride  on 
Thursday,  September  twenty-eighth.  The  wed¬ 
ding  was  private,  only  the  near  relatives  being 
present.  Following  the  ceremony  the  happy  cou¬ 
ple  left  on  a  honeymoon  trip  to  the  coast  of  Maine 
and  Canada,  to  be  gone  about  a  month.  Novem¬ 
ber  first  they  will  be  at  home  to  their  friends  at 
59  Lincoln  avenue,  Newark,  N.  J.,  where  a  beauti¬ 
ful  residence  has  been  established. 

The  stockholders’  meeting  of  the  New  York, 
Ontario  &  Western  railway,  held  last  week, 
cast  a  record  vote  of  approximately  477,000 
shares,  including,  of  course,  the  New  York, 
New  Haven  &  Hartford  holdings  of  300,000 
shares  and  the  minority  stockholders’  vote  of 
77,000  shares.  The  reelection  of  President 
Fowler  and  the  former  board  of  directors  indi¬ 
cates  that  the  present  control  will  continue 
throughout  the  fiscal  year.  Much  is  expected  of 
the  company  for  the  current  year,  as  the  prop¬ 
erty  is  now  in  good  shape,  having  its  new  con¬ 
nections  to  aid  it  in  an  increased  business,  which 
is  likely  to  show  a  high  record. 

J.  A.  Renahan,  vice-president  and  general  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Smokeless  Fuel  Co.,  New  York,  left 
a  week  ago  Monday  to  join  a  fishing  party  on 
Lake  Erie.  Mr.  Renahan,  before  taking  this  out- 
ing,_  will  visit  Boston,  St.  Louis  and  Chicago  on 
business  matters,  after  which  he  will  meet  the  party 
at  Sandusky,  Ohio,  where  boats  and  other  equip¬ 
ment  necessary  will  be  provided.  They  will  then 
proceed  to  Old  Hen  island.  Lake  Erie,  on  a  fish¬ 
ing  excursion.  The  members  of  the  party  are  all 
identified  with  prominent  railroad  and  coal  inter¬ 


ests  and  are  taking  their  annual  outing,  which  is 
likely  to  extend  over  the  week,  as  Mr.  Renahan 
is  not  expected  back  to  his  office  before  the  tenth 
of  October. 

Col.  W.  R.  Teller,  of  Havana,  Cuba,  who  has 
been  in  this  country  visiting  relatives  and  friends 
since  August  twenty-sixth,  sailed  via  the  steam¬ 
ship  Morro  Castle  on  Saturday  of  last  week  for 
home.  This  is  merely  his  annual  trip  to  the 
United  States,  to  which  he  is  very  much  attached 
by  near  relatives,  and  close  friends,  with  whom 
he  spends  his  time  while  here.  He  visited  Wash¬ 
ington,  Richmond  and  Bellefonte.  Mr.  Teller  is 
secretary  and  general  manager  of  the  West  Indies 
Coal  Co.  at  Havana  and  also  is  the  personal 
representative  of  Peale,  Peacock  &  Kerr,  of  New 
York,  at  that  point.  He  has  for  some  years  de¬ 
voted  his  entire  time  to  the  coal  trade  of  Havana 
and  other  island  points,  which  has  resulted  in  the 
establishment  of  large  business  interests. 

A.  Denison  Hammann,  recently  connected  with 
the  Skeele  Coal  Co.  at  New  York,  has  resigned, 
effective  on  October  seventh,  to  accept  the  position 
of  general  sales  agent  for  the  Enterprise  Coal  Co. 
at  Garrett,  Somerset  county.  Pa.  Mr.  Hammann 
will  have  the  entire  tidewater  and  all-rail  territory, 
with  which  he  is  familiar,  having  been  identified 
with  this  trade  for  the  past  twelve  years.  As  soon 
as  the  situation  can  be  determined  as  to  the  best 
place  to  open  sales  offices,  headquarters  will  be 
established,  where  facilities  for  handling  this 
product  will  be  provided,  which  are  likely  to  be  at 
Philadelphia.  W.  A.  Merrill,  a  well  known  coal 
operator,  is  the  owner  of  the  Enterprise  mines, 
which  are  located  at  Garrett,  Somerset  county, 
and  have  been  in  operation  for  some  years. 

The  engineering  department  of  the  United  States 
government  opened  tenders  on  Friday  of  last 
week  for  furnishing  the  necessary  bituminous  coal 
required  by  the  government  dredges  now  oper¬ 
ating  in  Ambrose  channel.  New  York,  and  until 
March  thirty-first,  1906.  The  tonnage  required  for 
this  purpose  is  approximately  from  6,000  to  8,000 
tons.  The  bidders  were  as  follows :  The  Amal¬ 
gamated  Coal  Co.,  $3.01,  trimmed  in  bunkers  at 
Stapleton,  and  $3.06  below  this  point,  eleven  cents 
extra  for  night  or  Sunday  delivery;  Consolida¬ 
tion  Coal  Co.,  $3.50  for  Somerset  coal,  $4.00  for 
Georges  Creek,  ten  cents  extra  for  night  or  Sun¬ 
day,  all  coal  to  be  delivered  at  pocket;  Berwind- 
White  Coal  Mining  Co.,  $3.90  and  ten  cents  extra 
trimmed  in  bay;  David  Duncan,  $3.10  trimmed  in 
bay  and  $2.85  at  pockets;  Pealq,  Peacock  &  Kerr, 
$3.25  trimmed  in  bunker. 

J.  J.  Hobbs,  of  New  York,  export  coal  agent, 
sailed  during  the  week  for  England  and  the  conti¬ 
nent  on  a  business  trip.  After  completing  his  ar¬ 
rangements  with  shippers  at  these  points,  he  will 
proceed  to  Bouth  America  on  matters  of  nersonal 
interest  for  the  purpose  of  securing  business  and 
advancing  the  sale  of  American  coals  in  those 
markets.  Mr.  Hobbs  for  years  has  made  a  spe¬ 
cialty  of  exporting  coal  to  the  South  American 
republics,  having  established  a  demand  during  this 
time  for  a  considerable  tonnage.  The  lack  of 
available  vessels  to  carry  the  coal  from  the  do¬ 
mestic  ports  at  rates  competitive  with  foreig;n  ship¬ 
ments  has  been  a  strong  factor  in  restricting  the 
sale  of  the  American  product  in  South  American 
countries.  Owing  to  available  cargoes  at  South 
American  ports  for  return  shipments,  English  and 
German  vessels  are  enabled  to  make  lower  rates 
on  coal  to  them  than  can  be  secured  on  either 
domestic  or  foreign  _  vessels  from  the  domestic 
ports.  Mr.  Hobbs  will  return  about  March  first. 

A  meeting  was  held  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  by 
the  coal  shipping  interests  at  the  Virginia  Cape 
ports  on  Thursday  of  last  week,  to  discuss  bunker¬ 
ing  prices  and  their  adoption  by  the  London 
agents,  in  regard  to  the  rate  of  exchange. 
As  the  prices  for  bunkering  were  advanced  twenty 
cents  per  ton  at  the  Virginia  ports  at  a  meeting 
held  in  August  over  the  quotations  of  last  year 
and  then  were  later  reduced  below  the  figures 
named,  it  caused  some  inquiry  from  the  foreign 
agents  to  be  made_  as  to  the  possible  stability  of 
prices  on  this  business  during  the  coming  year. 
The  meeting  was  harmonious  and  the  sentiment 


expressed  was  entirely  in  favor  of  upholding  the 
new  figures  quoted,  even  to  the  making  of  an 
agreement,  which  is  permissible  under  English 
laws.  Prices  on  New  River  and  Pocahontas  coal 
were  advanced  to  the  west,  not  including  Cincin¬ 
nati,  ten  cents  on  steam  grades  and  fifteen  cents 
on  lump  and  egg  screened  coals,  making  them 
$1.25  for  run-of-mine  and  $2.00  for  the  prepared 
sizes  at  the  mines.  Shipments  east  remain  un¬ 
changed  at  the  winter  schedule,  $2.60  f.  o.  b.  the 
shipping  ports,  effective  from  October  first.  The 
advance  is  in  a  measure  optional,  but  is  likely  to 
be  obtained  by  all  shippers,  owing  to  a  shortage  in 
the  car  supply,  which  is  particularly  affecting  ship¬ 
ments  to  the  west. 

The  available  car  supply,  as  it  affects  the  ship¬ 
ments  of  coal  from  the  mines  at  this  early  period 
of  the  year,  is  likely  to  develop  a  stringency  as 
the  season  advances,  making  it  the  controlling 
feature  in  the  bituminous  market  this  fall  and 
winter.  A  shortage  of  cars  has  prevailed  on  prac¬ 
tically  all  the  main  line  roads  carrying  coal  to 
tidewater  points  for  a  week  past,  and  in  some  in¬ 
stances  even  longer,  which  will  not  improve  with 
the  daily  increasing  freight  traffic  of  other  com¬ 
modities  than  coal.  Railroad  officials  are  in¬ 
clined  to  be  perplexed  over  the  situation.  They 
are  making  no  promises  of  an  improved  supply 
of  cars  at  the  mines.  The  roads  first  affected  and 
apparently  the  greatest  sufferers  from  the  lack  of 
cars  are  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  the  Philadelphia 
&  Reading  and  the  New  York  Central,  which  have 
issued  orders  prohibiting  the  consignment  of  coal 
in  open  cars  to  all-rail  points  on  foreign  roads. 
A  large  volume  of  business  will  be  held  up  to 
territory  affected  by  the  embargoes.  The  Penn¬ 
sylvania  railroad,  which  furnished  a  fair  supply 
of  cars  to  shippers  up  to  last  week,  is  now  said 
to  be  short  and  unable  to  supply  promptly  the 
number  needed  to  provide  for  orders  in  shippers’ 
hands.  This  situation  possibly  will  become  worse 
with  the  arrival  of  bad  weather,  further  delay¬ 
ing  shipments.  It  is  having  an  influence  on  prices 
on  new  business,  they  having  advanced  fifteen  to 
twenty-five  cents  above  those  previously  prevail¬ 
ing,  with  a  view  to  discouraging  undesirable 
orders,  as  most  large  producers  are  fully  obli¬ 
gated  for  what  tonnage  they  are  able  to  ship  with 
the  present  supply  of  equipment. 

Rudolph  Reimer,  Jr.,  a  prominent  coal  dealer  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  had  an  exciting  experience  with 
a  burglar  who  entered  his  house  early  on  Sunday 
morning  last.  The  invader  would  have  thrown 
Mr.  Reimer  out  of  the  window  but  for  the  latter’s 
athletic  training.  He  threatened  and  attempted 
this  feat,  but  later  was  compelled  to  jump  from  the 
window  himself  to  escape,  though  after  an  ex¬ 
citing  chase  he  was  finally  captured.  Mr.  Reimer’s 
home  is  located  at  124  Williams  avenue  and 
stands  back  some  distance  from  the  street.  In 
the  rear  of  the  house  is  a  garden  and  a  grape 
arbor  that  reaches  up  to  the  second  story  win¬ 
dows,  which  happened  to  be  open,  except  for  a 
screen,  the  night  being  warm.  Mr.  Reimer  was 
awakened  by  a  noise  about  three  o’clock,  but  gave 
no  attention,  believing  it  was  the  wind.  Again 
hearing  it,  he  sat  up  in  bed  and  saw  through  the 
gloom  the  outline  of  a  man.  Asking  him  what  he 
was  doing  there,  the  burglar  put  his  hand  to  his 
hip  pocket  as  if  to  draw  a  revolver.  Mr.  Reimer 
noting  this  jumped  out  of  bed  and  pinioned  the 
intruder’s  arms.  The  men  fought  all  over  the 
room,  the  burglar  endeavoring  to  shake  Mr. 
Reimer  off  so  that  he  could  draw  a  pistol.  The 
noise  caused  by  the  struggle  awakened  the  entire 
household  and  the  burglar  being  anxious  to  get 
away  finally  broke  loose  and  jumped  out  of  the 
window.  Attired  only  in  his  pajamas,  Mr.  Reimer 
ran  to  the  street,  where  he  was  joined  by  a  police¬ 
man.  Together  they  chased  the  burglar,  who  was 
running  toward  the  Long  Island  railroad  yards. 
Not  halting  at  the  call  of  the  policeman,  the  latter 
began  shooting.  Another  policeman  heard  the 
shots,  and  seeing  the  man  running  toward  him, 
stepped  back  into  the  shadow.  As  the  burglar 
passed,  this  policeman  knocked  him  down  with 
his  club  and  made  the  arrest.  Besides  his  shoes, 
which  he  carried  in  his  pocket,  the  burglar  also 
had  two  revolvers,  a  hunting  knife  and  a  kit  of 
burglar’s  tools. 
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More  about  that  Chicago  Meeting 


Jolin  P.  Kecsc,  secretary  and  o^nimissioner  of 
tlie  Iowa  Coal  Operators’  Association,  has  writ¬ 
ten  a  letter  to  the  National  Labor  Tribune,  pub¬ 
lished  at  Pittsburg  Pa.,  calling  attention  to  the 
real  purposes  of  the  meeting  of  bituminous  coal 
operators  to  he  held  in  Chicago,  November  twenty- 
second.  As  a  complete  explanation  of  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  this  meeting,  this  letter  will  he  of  interest 
to  the  readers  of  The  Black  Diamond,  ft  fol¬ 
lows  : 

“In  your  issue  of  September  twenty-first  1  noted 
with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  that  the  operators  of 
the  Pittsburg  district  had  decided  to  participate 
in  the  Chicago  meeting  to  he  held  on  November 
twenty-second,  and  that  the  principal  operator  m 
your  district,  Mr.  Robbins,  had  denied  the  rumors 
that  this  meeting  was  called  for  the  purpose  of  in¬ 
augurating  a  fight  on  the  united  mine  workers, 
and  other  ecpially  erroneous  statements  that  had 
appeared  in  the  press  regarding  reductions,  etc. 
But  when  your  issue  of  September  twenty-eighth 
reached  me,  I  was  greatly  surprised  to  find  your 
editorial  entitled,  “Hot  Heads  Among  the  Coal 
Operators,”  in  which  the  Chicago  meeting  is 
looked  upon  as  a  strike  meeting,  and  1  was  espe¬ 
cially  surprised  and  disappointed  to  learn  that  the 
leading  operators  of  the  Pittsburg  district  had 
decided  that  they  would  not  attend  said  meeting, 
and  assigned  as  their  principal  reason  that  it  was 
because  said  meeting  was  called  for  tbe  ])ur[)osc 
of  demanding  a  reduction  at  tbe  next  interstate 
joint  conference.  • 

Purpose  of  the  Conference. 

“'fhere  is  so  much  difiference  in  these  two  arti¬ 
cles  that  I  hardly  can  realize  that  they  were  both 
published  in  the  same  paper  within  seven  days 
of  each  other.  Now,  I  am  not  writing  this  letter 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  issue  with  anyone  nor 
for  the  purpose  of  criticising  either  article  or  the 
persons  c|Uoted  therein,  but  I  feel  compelled  to 
make  a  statement  regarding  the  proposed  meet¬ 
ing  at  Chicago,  for  the  reason  that  I,  as  a  delegate 
to  the  commissioners’  and  secretaries’  meeting  m 
Columbus  was  one  of  the  parties  responsible  for 
calling  the  Chicago  meeting,  and  I  wish  to  state 
emphaticallv  that  the  Chicago  meeting  is  not  called 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  fight  on  the 
united  mine  workers,  neither  is  it  called  for 
the  purpose  of  considering  the  question  of  a  reduc¬ 
tion  at  the  next  interstate  joint  meeting. 

“The  purpose  of  tbe  Chicago  meeting  is  to  con¬ 
sider  the  advisability  of  forming  a  national  asso¬ 
ciation  of  bituminous  coal  operators  and  for  no 
other  purpose,  any  statements  to  the  contrary  not¬ 
withstanding.  If  the  readers  of  your  paper  who 
are  familiar  with  the  bituminous  coal  industry, 
will  stop  and  think  a  moment  for  themselves,  they 
will  know  that  the  Chicago  meeting  is  not  called 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  fight  on  the  united 
mine  workers,  for  the  reason  that  the  people  who 
called  the  Chicago  convention  are  nearly,  if  not 
all,  men  who  believe  in  the  principles  advocated 
by  tbe  united  mine  workers  of  America,  and  they 
are  all  men  who  believe  in  the  trade  agreement. 
Hence  the  statement  that  they  called  a  meeting  for 
the  purpose  of  organizing  a  fight  on  the  united 
mine  workers  is  so  absurd  that  it  does  not  need 
to  be  refuted  to  those  persons  who  are  in  close 
touch  with  the  situation. 

No  Basis  for  Strike  Talk. 

“The  statement  that  the  Chicago  meeting  was 
called  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  the  operators 
who  will  attend  the  joint  conference  in  Indian¬ 
apolis  is  equally  absurd  when  you  stop  to  think 
that  the  Chicago  meeting  will  be  attended  by  rep¬ 
resentatives,  not  of  the  four  states  of  Ohio,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Indiana  and  Illinois  alone,  but  froin  the 
outlying  districts  as  well,  hence  the  majority  of 
the  people  who  participate  in  the  Chicago  meeting 
will  not  participate  in  the  Indianapolis  joint  con¬ 
ference.  Under  these  conditions,  which  the  edi¬ 
tor  and  those  he  has  been  quoting  on  tbe  subject 
know  to  be  true,  how  would  it  be  possible  for  the 
Chicago  meeting  to  issue  ironclad  instructions  that 
would  be  binding  on,  anyone  at  the  Indianapolis 
meeting?  And,  speaking  of  ironclad  instructions, 
who  has  an  opportunity  to  better  understand  tbe 
follies  of  sending  delegates  to  a  joint  conference 


under  instructions  than  the  men  who  called  the 
Chicago  meeting? 

“In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  state  that  the  Chi¬ 
cago  meeting  was  not  called  for  the  purpose  of 
organizing  a  fight  on  the  united  mine  workers, 
nor  for  the  purpose  of  demanding  a  reduction  at 
the  next  joint  conference  to  be  held  in  Indian¬ 
apolis,  and  while  the  promoters  of  the  Chicago 
meeting  would  be  very  much  iileased  to  see  the 
operators  of  the  Pittsburg  district  and  all  other 
bituminous  districts  represented  at  said  meeting, 
they  recognize  the  right  of  any  district  to  refuse 
to  participate.  But  in  justice  to  ourselves,  we  feel 
that  when  the  operators  of  any  district  decide  to 
refuse  the  invitation  to  attend,  and  feel  called 
upon  to  assign  a  reason  therefor,  that  they  should 
assign  the  real  reason  and  not  cloud  the  issue  by 
making  it  appear  that  said  meeting  is  called  for 
a  purpose  other  than  that  stated  in  the  call  itself. 

“.Ml  this  strike  talk  growing  out  of  the  jiro- 
posed  Chicago  meeting  reminds  me  of  the  dark 
ages  a  few  years  ago.  when  it  was  the  custoni  for 
the  newspapers  of  the  country  to  predict  a  miners 
strike  every  lime  they  heard  of  a  miners’  meet¬ 
ing  being  called.  But  in  the  present  enlightened 
age.  I  hardly  expected  that  a  call  for  a  meeting 
of  operators,  who  are  already  organized  into  asso¬ 
ciations  and  working  und'er  trade  agreements 
with  the  miners’  union,  to  cause  such  a  commotion 
in  the  newspaper  world  as  we  have  been  treated 
to  as  a  result  of  the  call  for  the  Chipgo  meeting. 

“Hoping  the  Chicago  meeting  will  be  judged 
by  what  it  does  and  not  by  wbat  people  say  about 
it.  1  remain,  Yours  for  a  ‘Scjuare  Deal,’ 

“John  P.  Reese.’’ 

Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

Reported  by  ’W.  W.  Battle  &  Co.,  sbip^and 
steamship  brokers.  Produce  Rxchange,  New  York. 
There  are  very  few  steamers  in  the  market  for  Octo¬ 
ber  loading  and  these  few  boats  are  not  willing  to 
accept  rates  shippers  are  offering  on  coal  and,  con¬ 
sequently,  are  being  absorbed  by  other  trades. 
Owners  having  boats  for  later  loading  are  holding 
them,  anticipating  that  they  can  secure  even  higher 
figures  than  rates  now  current,  their  reasons  be¬ 
ing  that  steamers  are  being  chartered  for  grain, 
general  cargo,  etc.,  for  April  and  May  loading  of 
next  year  at  higher  rates  than  for  October  and 
November  of  this  year.  .\  number  of  Time 
Charterers’  boats,  however,  will  be  delivered  on 
this  side  in  December,  to  be  used  for  the  Cuban 
sugar  trade.  Many  of  these  boats  will  want  out¬ 
ward  business  to  the  West  Indies,  and  this  will 
probably  relieve  the  present  situation  slightly. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as  fol¬ 
lows :  $1.50@1.60  to  Havana  or  Matanzas; 

$2.10@2.25  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua;  $1.80@1.90 
to  Cienfuegos;  $1.90@2.00  to  Daiquiri;  $l.(iO@ 
1.70  to  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $2.00  to  St. 
Thomas;  $2.1.5  to  St.  Lucia;  $2.25  to  Barbados; 
$1.50@1.60  to  Kingston;  $1.80@2.00  to  Colon; 
$2.75  to  Demerara;  $1.95  and  port  charges  to 
Curacao;  $1.70  to  Bermuda;  $1.95@2.00  to  'Vera 
Cruz;  $1.95@2.00  to  Tampico;  10s  6d@ll.s  6d  to 
Buenos  Ayres;  11s  6d@12s  (id  to  Rosario;  12s 
to  Rio;  13s  to  Santos;  10s  t)d@lls  6d  to  a  direct 
port  in  the  Mediterranean,  not  east  of  the  west 
coast  of  Italy,  Spain  excluded;  $5.00  and  dis¬ 
charged  to  Manila;  $5.25  to  Japanese  ports. 

An  Indiana  Rjailroad  Case. 

Regarding  the  petition  filed  against  the  South¬ 
ern  railway  by  E.  T.  Slider,  a  coal  dealer  of 
New  Albany,  Ind.,  the  following  facts  have  been 
supplied  The  Black  Diamond  by  Mr.  Slider; 
“In  the  fir.st  place,  there  is  no  one  either  inter¬ 
ested  or  behind  me  in  this  petition.  I  have  a 
large  plant  here  of  my  own  where  I  elevate,  re- 
screen  and  load  coals  from  the  barges  on  to  cars 
to  be  shipped  again.  The  Southern  railway 
company  has  a  rate  in  effect  at  the  present  time 
of  forty  cents  per  ton  from  the  mines  in  southern 
Indiana  to  New  .'Ubany,  Ind.,  and  also  to  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky.,  which  is  across  the  bridge. 

“These  mines  are  within  a  radius  of  ICM)  miles 
from  New  Albany.  At  the  same  time  this  rail¬ 
road  company  has  been  charging  me  fifty  cents 
to  $1.20  per  ton.  on  coal  which  1  shipped  west. 


and  which  is  all  within  the  territory  in  which 
they  make  the  forty  cent  rate  on  coal  coming 
east.  I  am  simply  asking  the  railroad  commis¬ 
sion  to  compel  the  Southern  railway  to  make  me 
the  same  rate  going  west  on  coal  as  it  does  on 
coal  that  is  coming  from  the  east  into  New 
.\lbany  and  also  across  the  bridge  into  Louis¬ 
ville. 

“Would  appreciate  it  very  much  if  you  would 
correct  these  two  items  in  your  next  issue,  and 
let  the  public  know  where  I  stand  regarding 
this  matter.  I  also  wisti  to  state  that  the  South¬ 
ern  railway  has  filed  objections  to  my  petition, 
and  it  seems  to  me  as  if  it  did  not  care  to  have 
this  matter  aired  before  the  commission,  but  as 
I  have  taken  this  matter  up  with  the  determina¬ 
tion  to  see  it  through,  I  have  no  doubt  but  what 
the  railroad  will  be  given  an  opportunity  to  tell 
the  commission  just  why  it  is  justified  |n  giving 
a  forty  cent  rate  east,  and  at  the  same  time  want 
as  high  as  $1.20  to  haul  some  of  this  coai  west, 
when  seven-eighths  of  its  coal  cars  are  being 
returned  to  the  mines  empty.” 


Pennsylvania  Shipments. 

riie  Pennsylvania  railroad’s  statement  of  the 
coal  and  coke  originating  on  its  lines  east  of 
Pittsburg  and  Erie  for  the  week  ended  Septem¬ 
ber  twenty-third,  with  comparisons,  follows : 

1905.  1905.  1904. 

Weekend.  Year  to  Year  to 

.Sept.  23.  Sept.  23.  Sept.  24. 

.\nthracite,  short  tons....  <i2,90h  3,315,720  3,213,012 

Ilituminou's, ’short  tons.  .  .721.949  21,050,370  19.460,659 

t'oke,  short  tons . 212,437  7.9.32,991  6,137,460 

Total  . 997,294  32,305,061  28.617.331 

The  shipments  ,for  this  period  were  the  heav¬ 
iest  of  any  week  this  year,  and  it  is  doubtful  if 
they  have  ever  been  exceeded  in  any  week  in 
the  history  of  the  railroad. 


Eastern  General  and  Personal 
Motes 

Sutherland  M.  Prevost.  third  vice-president  of 
the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  died  last  Saturday  night 
at  his  home  in  Philadelphia  as  a  result  of  a  com 
plication  of  diseases.  He  was  sixty  years  of  age. 
Mr.  Prevost  had  been  ill  for  more  than  a  year,  but 
his  illness  did  not  become  serious  until  last  July, 
when  he  was  compelled  to  give  up  his  duties. 
He  was  born  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  was 
graduated  from  the  Polytechnic  college  of  that 
place,  beginning  his  railroad  career  in  1SC)4  as  a 
rodnian  in  the  engineer  corps  which  constructed 
the  Philadelphia  &  Erie  railroad.  In  1S71  he  was 
appointed  assistant  engineer  on  the  Pennsylvania 
railroad,  subsequently  becoming  superintendent  of 
the  Bedford,  the  Middle  and  the  Philadelphia  di¬ 
visions.  In  1882  he  was  promoted  to  become  gen¬ 
eral  superintendent  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad, 
and  three  years  later  became  general  superin¬ 
tendent  of  transportation  of  this  road.  In  March, 
1893.  he  was  appointed  general  manager  and  in 
1897  was  made  third  vice-president,  becoming  ex¬ 
ecutive  head  of  the  traffic  department.  He  was 
well  known  to  the  coal  trade,  especially  the  ship¬ 
pers  (n  er  this  line,  who  sincerely  regret  his  death 

The  department  of  docks  and  ferries  of  New 
York  Citv  opened  bids  through  Commissioner 
Maurice  Featherson,  at  the  department  officers’ 
pier,  on  September  twenty-ninth,  for  furnish¬ 
ing  the  citv  ferries  to  Staten  Island  during  the 
next  sixty  days  with  10,000  tons  of  standard  grade 
pea  coal,  or  of  a  quality  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  engineer.  This  coal  is  to  be  trimmed  in  bins 
at  St.  George.  S.  I.  The  following  bids  were 
tendered:  Curtis-Blaisdell  Co.,  $2.74;  V.  H. 

Youngman  &  Co..  $3.58;  Communipaw  Coal  Co.. 
$3  40 ;  J.  G.  Case,  $3.29 ;  \V.  J.  Quinlan,  $3.29 ; 
George  D.  Harris  &  Co.,  $3.37;  William  Farrell. 
$3.47  ;  N.  J.  Stokes.  $3.34  ;  Garvin  Rowe,  $3.34.  The 
low  prices  quoted  on  this  business  are  somewhat  of 
a  surprise  to  the  trade,  as  the  cost  of  stevedoring 
and  towing  can  not  be  much  less  than  forty  cents, 
making  a  price  of  $2.30  f.  o.  b.  New  York  harlwr 
shipping  ports.  1  his  is  new  business  for  the  cit\ 
and  will  be  of  large  proportions  when  all  the  new 
boats  are  put  in  service.  Later,  the  tonnage  prob- 
abiv  will  be  increased. 
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Western  Retail  ^lotes, 

F.  E.  Wilcox  succeeds  C.  D.  Ayres,  Kearney, 
Neb.,  in  the  retail  coal  business  at  that  point. 

Pierce  &  Porteous,  retail  coal  dealers  at 
Mitchell,  S.  D.,  have  been  succeeded  by  A.  E. 
Porteous,  Mr.  Pierce  having  withdrawn  from  the 
firm. 

The  Seibert  Coal  &  Feed  Co.  recently  was  in¬ 
corporated  in  East  St.  Louis  by  C.  G.  Seibert, 
A.  Isch  and  G.  W.  T.  Reynolds.  The  authorized 
capital  is  $2,500. 

Coal  and  wood  dealers  of  Richmond,  Ind.,  are 
doing  a  rushing  business  on  account  of  the 
increase  of  fifty  cents  per  thousand  cubic  feet 
in  the  price  of  natural  gas. 

Bids  have  been  received  in  the  office  of  the 
board  of  public  works  at  Spokane,  Wash.,  for 
furnishing  coal  for  the  coming  winter.  The  con¬ 
tract  has  not  yet  been  aw'arded. 

The  Burnes  &  Ray  Coal  Co.,  Terre  Haute, 
Ind.,  has  sold  its  interest  in  local  mines  npr 
that  city  to  the  Vandalia  Coal  Co.,  after  having 
been  in  business  for  over  twenty-five  years. 

The  Rose  Creek  Coal  Co.  has  been  awarded 
the  contract  for  furnishing  coal  to  the  Western 
Kentucky  asylum  for  the  insane  at  Bowling 
Green,  Ky.,  for  one  year  beginning  October  first. 

The  frame  work  on  the  new  buildings  in  the 
yard  of  the  Thomas  &  Phalon  Coal  Co.,  La 
Crosse,  Wis.,  has  been  completed,  but  it  will  be 
some  time  before  the  machinery  will  be  installed. 

The  price  of  coal  in  Barberton,  Ohio,  has 
been  greatly  reduced  as  a  result  of  the  invasion 
of  natural  gas.  The  price  recently  was  reduced 
twenty-five  cents  per  ton,  and  another  larger 
reduction  is  promised. 

fhe  Northern  Pressed  Brick  Co.,  Crookston, 
Minn.,  has  engaged  in  the  retail  coal  business. 
Sheds  are  to  be  erected  adjoining  the  brick  yard 
and  it  is  believed  that  the  firm  will  begin  taking 
orders  for  coal  at  once. 

The  price  of  lignite  coal  at  retail  in  Denver, 
Colo.,  has  advanced  from  $2.50  to  $3.00  per  ton, 
and  it  is  reported  that  another  advance  of  fifty 
cents  is  to  be  made  some  time  in  October.  This 
coal  is  mined  north  of  Colorado  Springs. 

Coal  dealers  of  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  report  that 
as  they  placed  their  orders  for  coal  early,  in  an¬ 
ticipation  of  the  car  shortage,  they  are  well  sup¬ 
plied,  and  the  price  of  coal  will  go  no  higher 
than  it  is  at  the  present  time,  this  winter. 

The  creditors  of  the  Moline  Coal  Co.,  Peoria, 

Ill.,  have  made  application  in  the  United  States 
courts  to  have  the  corporation  declared  bank¬ 
rupt.  It  transpires  that  this  is  another  result 
of  the  failure  of  C.  J.  Devlin,  the  Kansas  coal 
operator. 

Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  were 
awarded  the  contract  recently  to  furnish  the 
county  almshouse  and  hospital  with  5,000  tons 
of  coal.  Their  bid  was  $3.19  a  ton.  The  price 
paid  by  the  city  last  year  was  $3.73  a  ton,  which 
will  result  in  a  saving  this  year  of  $2,700. 

The  Cushen  Coal  Co.  is  to  receive  the  con¬ 
tract  for  supplying  the  poor  of  Peoria  county. 

Ill.,  with  coal  the  coming  year.  The  Grant  Coal 
Co.,  which  submitted  a  bid  slightly  lower,  took 
steps  to  prevent  the  award  of  the  contract  to 
the  Cushen  Co.,  but  it  was  found  that  the  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  bids  would  be  less  than  $150  a  year. 


^  Eastern  Retail  ^lotes. 

A  new  retail  coal  yard  has  been  established  at 
.Seneca,  N.  Y.,  by  William  Malone. 

The  F.  K.  Robinson  Coal  Co.  is  to  be  incor- 
",  porated  within  a  short  time  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $25,000. 

The  Rushbrook  Coal  Co.,  Scranton,  Pa.,  is 
to  open  a  retail  office  in  the  Forschner  jewelry 
store  for  the  convenience  of  the  townspeople. 


The  retail  coal  dealers  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  de¬ 
cided  to  advance  the  price  of  anthracite  at  from 
$6.50  a  ton  to  $7.00,  at  a  meeting  held  recently. 

The  White  Lake  Lime  &  Coal  Co.,  Camden, 
N.  J.,  was  incorporated  recently  with  a  capital 
of  $200,000,  by  G.  H.  Gordon,  N.  Wilkins,  H.  F. 
Carr,  to  do  a  retail  coal  and  lime  business. 

Fire  partially  destroyed  one  of  the  large  frame 
buildings  owned  by  the  I.  Corsuch  Son  Co., 
coal  dealers  at  Westminster,  Md.  The  prompt 
work  of  the  fire  department  prevented  a  serious 
loss. 

* 

The  house  coal  supply  of  Johnstown,  Pa.,  is 
to  be  brought  under  one  management.  The  Cit¬ 
izens’  Coal  Co.,  having  purchased  several  of  the 
retail  companies  and  producers  has  merged  them 
in  this  company. 

Coal  dealers  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  are  engaged 
in  a  bitter  price  war,  and  as  a  result  the  people 
of  Hartford  are  getting  their  coal  cheaper  now 
than  it  has  been  at  that  point  or  in  any  of  the 
surrounding  cities  for  years.  The  price  is  $6.25 
per  ton,  delivered  in  baskets  or  bags  to  house¬ 
holders. 


Western  Coal  and  Coke  ^lotes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 

Corporation  papers  have  been  filed  at  Freeburg, 

Ill.,  by  the  Mulberry  Hill  Coal  Co.,  with  a  cap¬ 
ital  of  $7,200.  The  incorporators  are  Fred  Nold, 
E.  E.  Carter  and  W.  F.  Zerban. 

The  Mammoth  Vein  Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill., 
a  corporation,  has  been  dissolved  at  Shelburne, 
Ind.,  by  William  Job  and  James  McDonald,  own¬ 
ers  of  the  capital  stock. 

Incorporation  papers  have  been  filed  by  the 
Consolidated  Block  Coal  Co.  of  Omaha,  Neb., 
with  a  capital  of  $10,000.  The  incorporators 
mentioned  are  S.  S.  Caldwell  and  others. 

The  Mt.  Vernon  Coal  Co.  was  recently  in¬ 
corporated  at  Mt.  Vernon,  Ohio,  by  William 
Mild,  E.  G.  Mild,  Lena  Mild,  Louise  Mild  and 
Emma  S.  Mild.  The  capital  of  the  corporation 
is  $5,000. 

The  Johnston  City  &  St.  Louis  Coal  Co.,  John¬ 
ston  City,  Ill.,  filed  papers  of  incorporation  re¬ 
cently  at  Springfield,  Ill.  The  ^  capital  stock  is 
$40,000,  and  the  incorporators  are  C.  E.  McClin- 
tock,  C.  Cazaleen  and  W.  W.  Moore. 

Articles  of  incorporation  were  filed  recently’ 
by  the  Herrin  &  Johnston  City  Railroad  Co.  of 
East  Saint  Louis,  at  Springfield,  Ill.,  with  an 
authorized  capital  of  $10,000.  The  object  is  to 
construct  a  coal  road  from  Johnston  City  to  Her¬ 
rin,  both  in  Williamson  county,  Ill. 


General  Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

Coal  mines  are  being  sunk  in  the  southeastern 
part  of  Clinton  township,  Ind.,  by  Edward  Shir- 
kie  and  J.  J.  Higgins,  of  Terre  Haute. 

The  Consolidated  Indiana  Coal  Co.,  Chicago, 

Ill.,  has  purchased  4,300  acres  of  coal  land  in 
Iowa.  The  property  will  be  developed  at  once. 

Three  miners  at  Pana,  Ill.,  were  recently  fined 
a  total  of  $225  by  the  miners’  union  for  en¬ 
deavoring  to  raise  the  dates  on  their  union  cards. 

Miners  at  the  mine  of  the  Newbent  Coal  Co. 
at  Pana,  Ill.,  have  gone  on  strike  on  account  of 
the  scales,  which  the  miners  claim  are  out  of 
order. 

An  amendment  to  the  charter  of  the  Ohio  Fuel 
Supply  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio,  was  filed  recently 
increasing  its  capital  stock  from  $4,000,000  to 
$8,000,000. 

The  mine  of  the  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
Fleming,  Mo.,,  caved  in  recently  on  account  of 
the  heavy  rains,  which  undermined  the  timbers 
and  earth. 


The  board  of  waterworks  of  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.,  has  contracted  for  the  coal  for  the  light¬ 
ing  plant  in  that  city  from  Saginaw  V'allev  mines 
at  $1.90  'a  ton. 

The  Hecla  coal  mine.  Bay  City,  Mich.,  was  sold 
recently  with  the  rest  of  the  Hecla  properties 
at  that  place.  The  total  receipts  from  the  sale 
amounted  to  $750,000. 

Six  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Mulberry  and 
Washington  township,  Kas.,  have  been  trans¬ 
ferred  to  M.  C.  Kelly  of  Mulberry  and  G.  F. 
Cole  of  Topeka.  The  consideration  was  $33,510. 

James  B.  Coykendall,  Rock  Island,  Ill.,  has  filed 
a  petition  in  bankruptcy  as  the  result  of  endors¬ 
ing  notes  given  by  C.  J.  Devlin,  the  coal  mine 
operator  of  Kansas,  who  recently  went  into  bank¬ 
ruptcy. 

The  local  union  at  the  No.  5  mine  of  the 
Dering  Coal  Co.,  Indiana,  has  been  fined  $25 
because  the  men  went  out  on  strike  without 
orders.  The  trouble  arose  over  cars  falling  into 
the  slump. 

The  Manufacturers’  Fuel  Co.  of  Chicago  has 
announced  its  intention  of  abandoning  its  mines 
Nos.  1,  2,  3  and  5,  located  near  Duquoin,  Ill.  The 
property  was  valued  at  $200,000,  but  could  not  be 
operated  at  a  profit. 

Gray  Brothers,  who  have  leases  on  3,000  acres 
of  coal  land  near  Dunkel,  Ill.,  have  let  a  con¬ 
tract  to  a  Chicago  company  to  drill  for  coal. 
If  the  product  is  found  in  paying  quantities  a 
shaft  will  be  sunk  at  once. 

The  hearing  of  the  formal  complaint  concerning 
joint  freight  rates  from  Roslyn  to  Colfax,  Wash., 
has  been  postponed.  The  railroad  commission 
of  Washington  recently  decided  to  hold  the  hear¬ 
ing  in  Colfax  October  twenty-fifth. 

A  vein  of  lignite  coal  has  been  discovered 
northeast  of  Platte  Canon,  Colo.  The  vein  is 
eight  feet  in  width,  500  feet  in  depth  and  one 
and  one-fourth  miles  in  length.  The  Platte  Can¬ 
on  Fuel  &  Power  Co.  will  develop  the  coal. 

Captain  Miller  of  the  Tantalus  Coal  mines, 
Dawson,  Yukon  territory,  reports  that  nine 
miners  this  year  have  taken  out  between  three 
and  four  thousand  tons  of  coal,  as  compared 
with  641  tons  last  year  and  forty-one  the  year 
before. 

A  twelve-foot  vein  of  coal  has  been  discovered 
on  Bear  Creek,  near  Red  Lodge,  Mont.,  by  the 
Bear  Creek  Coal  Co.  This  is  the  largest  vein 
yet  found  on  Bear  Creek,  and  will  give  the  com¬ 
pany  an  unlimited  supply  of  coal  for  many  years 
to  come. 

Dr.  H.  E.  Johnson  will  dismiss  the  suit  which 
he  recently  brought  against  the  Black  Diamond 
Cooperative  Coal  Co.,  Fa'rbury,  Ill.  At  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  fall  term  of  the  circuit  court  he  will 
ask  for  an  order  permitting  him  to  restore  the 
property  to  the  company. 

The  Northwestern  Coal  Co.,  Jasonville,  Ind.. 
recently  attempted  to  collect  a  five  per  cent 
check-off  from  the  miners,  and  the  men  pro¬ 
tested.  No  strike  was  called,  but  serious  re¬ 
sults  were  feared  until  the  company  agreed  to 
discontinue  this  collection. 

The  removal  of  coal  from  under  the  streets 
of  Bay  City,  Mich.,  is  causing  considerable  ap¬ 
prehension  on  the  part  of  city  authorities.  Al¬ 
ready  the  water  main  has  been  pulled  apart  twice 
on  account  of  the  settling  of  the  streets  from 
under  which  the  coal  had  been  taken. 

The  miners  employed  by  the  Gallatin  Coal  Co.. 
Nashville,  Ill.,  recently  decided  to  abide  by  the 
decision  of  State  Inspector  John  Dunlap  on  the 
fuse  question  and  have  returned  to  work.  The 
decision  to  use  fuses  instead  of  squibs  followed 
the  death  of  a  shot-firer,  who  was  killed  under 
a  fall  of  rock  while  at  work. 

Directors  of  the  Cumberland  Valley  railroad, 
who  met  last  week  and  declared  a  quarterly  divi¬ 
dend  of  two  per  cent,  say  there  is  a  bright  outlook 
for  business  during  the  coining  winter.  The 
bituminous  coal  business,  they  claim,  from  west¬ 
ern  Maryland  and  West  Virginia,  proni'scs  to  ex¬ 
ceed  past  records  and  intimate  traffic  relations 
with  several  soft  coal  roads  have  been  made. 
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Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  ^(otes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

The  Beach  Run  Coal  Co.  was  recently  incor¬ 
porated  at  Wilmington,  Del.,  with  a  capital  of 
$100,000. 

The  Shcppton  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
by  J.  F.  Fisher,  F.  F.  Fisher  and  S.  R.  Beard  at 
Pottsville,  Pa. 

Operations  have  begun  in  the  new  colliery  of 
the  Buck  Ridge  Coal  Co.,  Reading,  Pa.  'I'wo 
hundred  men  and  boys  will  be  employed. 

A.  M.  Gross  of  New  York,  N.  Y.,  has  pur¬ 
chased  the  Falls  Coal  Co.,  Carbondale,  Pa.  The 
company  was  organized  several  years  ago  by  G. 
Giles  and  L.  L.  Loveland. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  United  States  Oil  &  Gas  Co.  will  expend 
$500,000  in  the  improvement  of  its  coal  mines  in 
Logan  county,  W.  Va. 

On  account  of  a  scarcity  of  cars  the  Temple 
Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  Edgeton,  Pa.,  has  been  obliged 
to  shut  down  its  colliery. 

Operations  have  been  resumed  at  the  Monas¬ 
tery  mine,  Connellsville,  Pa.,  after  a  shut  down 
of  nearly  a  year.  About  340  men  are  employed. 

A.  R.  Banning,  born  in  August,  1831,  and  one 
of  the  largest  coal  operators  in  Pennsylvania, 
died  recently  at  his  home  at  Banning  station,  in 
that  state. 

An  injunction  was  filed  recently  at  Pottsville, 
Pa.,  restraining  some  thirty  collieries  from  de¬ 
positing  coal  dirt  in  the  Mahanoy  creek  or  its 
tributaries. 

The  Pocahontas  Collieries  Co.  reports  for  the 
month  of  August  surplus  earnings  of  $3,137 ;  and 
surplus  earnings  of  $22,033  from  January  first  to 
August  thirty-first. 

Operations  have  been  suspended  at  the  Ewen 
colliery  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  Wilkes- 
barre.  Pa.,  for  four  months,  repairing  being  the 
object  of  the  suspension. 

The  United  States  government  has  instituted 
proceedings  against  the  Bessemer  Coal  &  Coke 


Co.  to  restrain  it  from  mining  coal  under  the 
Monongahela  river,  near  Pittsburg. 

The  High  House  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  having  122 
acres  of  coal  land  near  High  House,  Pa.,  will 
increase  its  capital  stock  from  $30,000  to  $75,000 
and  will  build  additional  coke  ovens. 

The  Haws  coal  property,  which  comprises  1,000 
acres  of  land  at  H-olsopple,  Pa.,  is  to  be  sold 
to  the  Cambria  Steel  Co.,  of  Johnstown,  Pa.  The 
output  of  the  mine  is  500  tons  daily. 

W.  H.  Hugus,  superintendent  of  the  David¬ 
son  works  of  the  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Co.,  Con¬ 
nellsville,  Pa.,  has  tendered  his  resignation  and 
will  retire  from  active  service  February  first. 

A  party  of  twenty  retail  coal  merchants  from 
central  New  York  state  recently  visited  the  boiler 
plant,  car  shops  and  hoisting  shaft  at  Keyser 
Valley,  Pa.  They  also  visited  the  Sloan  mine. 

The  University  of  Kinjj’s  college,  Halifax, 
Can.,  has  decided  to  establish  a  school  for  the 
study  of  mining  at  Glace  Bay,  Nova  Scotia.  The 
course  of  study  will  extend  over  a  period  of  four 
years. 

The  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.  has  purchased 
twelve  tracts  of  valuable  coal  land  from  the 
Hazelton  Coal.  Co.,  near  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  among 
which  are  the  Guinea  Hill  and  the  York  Farm 
tracts. 

Hundreds  of  laborers  are  at  work  daily  lay¬ 
ing  out  the  immense  new  Lehigh  Valley  Coal 
yard  at  Coxton,  Pa.  The  work  is  progressing 
rapidly  and  the  yards  will  soon  be  in  readiness 
for  use. 

The  new  Baltimore  tunnel  breaker  has  now 
been  opened  at  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.  The  breaker 
is  operated  by  electricity  and  has  been  inspected 
by  all  the  leading  officials  of  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  Co. 

Stockholders  of  the  Fulton  Coal  Co.  met 
recently  and  resolved  to  reduce  its  capital  stock 
to  $181,608.45.  This  company  is  a  subsidiary 
organization  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal 
&  Iron  Co. 

* 

The  Pittsburg  &  Westmoreland  Coal  Co., 
which  was  recently  incorporated  at  Philadelphia. 
Pa.,  may  increase  its  capital  from  $3,000,000  to 


$10,000,000.  It  is  a  merger  of  a  large  number 
of  companies. 

Machinery  of  the  latest  type  has  been  installed 
in  the  Black  Diamond  breaker  near  Wilkesbarre, 
Pa.,  and  will  be  operated  by  the  new  electric 
light  plant  of  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Coal  Co. 
at  that  point. 

The  Delaware  &  Hudson  Co.  has  under  con¬ 
sideration  a  number  of  large  improvements  to 
its  property  at  Quay  and  Church  streets,  Albany, 
N.  Y.  The  extent  of  the  improvements  has  not 
been  announced. 

About  fifty  men  went  out  on  strike  at  the  Na¬ 
tional  colliery  in  South  Scranton,  Pa.,  recently, 
but  agreed  to  return  to  work  until  a  conference 
can  be  secured  with  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna 
&  Western  officials. 

The  new  coal  storage  plant  of  the  Philadelphia 
&  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  at  Abrams,  Pa.,  was 
recently  officially  inspected,  and  the  company 
has  now  considerable  coal,  of  the  smaller 
steam  sizes,  stored  there. 

The  state  railroad  commissioners  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  recently  issued  an  order  giving  to  the 
Taunton  &  Pawtucket  Street  railway  the  right 
to  carry  coal  in  the  streets  of  Attleboro,  Mass., 
for  the  company’s  own  use. 

Instead  of  selling  its  coking  lands,  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Coal  Co.  has  decided  to  develop  them  be¬ 
cause  of  the  greatly  increased  demand  for  coke. 
Numerous  buyers  have  endeavored  to  purchase 
this  coal  during  the  past  year. 

The  Carbondale  Coal  .vlining  Co.,  of  Scranton. 
Pa.,  has  made  a  satisfactory  lease  with  the  Dela¬ 
ware  &  Hudson  Co.  for  the  mining  of  a  large 
strip  of  coal  which  the  latter  owns,  close  to  the 
breaker  of  the  Carbondale  company. 

The  Blackwood  colliery  of  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Coal  Co.,  at  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  is  now  ready  to 
begin  operations.  The  breaker  at  this  colliery 
is  one  of  the  largest  in  the  region.  Nearly  100.- 
000  tons  of  coal  have  been  cut  and  await  hoist¬ 
ing. 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co. 
is  about  to  begin  operations  on  its  coal  lands 
near  Tamaqua,  Pa.  This  land  has  been  held 
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without  development  for  thirty  years,  until  the 
coal  could  be  mined  at  a  greater  profit  than  at 
the  time  of  its  purchase. 

The  petition  of  the  Pocahontas  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.  to  the  Mercer  county  court  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  to  reduce  its  assessment,  has  been  granted 
after  several  days’  hearing.  The  reduction  granted 
is  fifty  per  cent  on  the  coal  lands,  and  the  coke 
ovens  from  $300  to  $100. 

The  Bessemer  Coal  Co.  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  has 
closed  negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  100  acres 
of  coal  land  near  Masontown,  Pa.,  at  $1,300  an 
acre  from  the  Mack  Coal  Co.  of  that  place.  The 
land  secured  contains  some  of  the  best  Con- 
nellsville  coking  coal,  and  is  located  in  what  is 
known  as  the  Klondike  district. 

The  delegates  attending  the  fifth  annual  con¬ 
vention  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  at  Ma- 
hanoy  City,  Pa.,  recently  adopted  a  resolution 
advocating  the  election  of  the  members  of  the 
board  of  examiners  instead  of  their  appointment 
by  the  courts.  The  convention  also  declared  for 
an  eight-hour  working  day  and  the  recognition  of 
the  union. 


The  Pacific  Coast  Trade. 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Oct.  1. —  (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — Since  the  sailing  of  the  steam¬ 
ship  “Ventura,”  there  have  been  the  following 
deliveries  of  colonial  coal  here  from  Newcastle, 
N.  S.  W.,  namely :  “Bossuet,”  3,080  tons ; 

“Inversnaid,”  2,200  tons;  total,  5,280  tons.  On 
the  coal  loading  list  from  Newcastle,  there  are 
twenty  vessels,  with  a  carrying  capacity  of  about 
54,000  tons.  Of  these  only  three  are  so  far  re¬ 
ported  as  having  sailed.  At  this  date  last  year, 
there  were  thirty-four  vessels  on  the  chartered 
list  with  a  carrying  capacity  of  over  85,000  tons. 
This  shrinkage  of  31,000  tons  from  last  year 


shows  a  very  pronounced  shrinkage  in  colonial 
coal  shipments.  The  difference  does  not  appear  to 
have  caused  any  disturbance  in  the  market  prices 
locally,  as  the  liberal  deliveries  from  British  Co¬ 
lumbia  and  Washington  have  fully  supplied  all 
our  requirements. 

The  collieries  belonging  to  the  Western  Fuel 
Co.  have  not  yet  settled  their  labfor  troubles; 
steps  are  being  taken  and  meetings  are  being  held 
which  should  lead  to  an  early  compromise.  Re¬ 
ports  are  being  circulated  that  James  Dunsmuir 
has  been  making  purchases  of  new  coal  fields 
under  the  Dominion  government,  that  are  re¬ 
ported  to  be  promising  properties...  Our  present 
spring  weather  is  not  inducing  a  generous  con¬ 
sumption  of  domestic  fuel,  and  for  steam  pur¬ 
poses  fuel  oil  asserts  its  authority  at  prices  which 
coal  can  not  possibly  compete  with. 


Literary  A[otes. 

Until  now  no  extended  authentic  narrative  has  ever 
been  published  of  the  flight  of  the  Empress  Eugenie  from 
her  capital — one  of  the  most  interesting  and  dramatic  in¬ 
cidents  of  the  fall  of  the  second  French  empire.  The 
October  Century  will  contain  a  full  account  of  the  “Em¬ 
press  Eugenie’s  Flight  from  Paris,”  written  by  the  late 
Dr.  Thomas  W.  Evans,  the  American  dentist  of  Paris, 
who  accompanied  the  empress  to  the  coast.  To  Dr. 
Evans  during  the  journey  the  empress  expressed  herself 
freely  as  to  the  events  of  the  times,  and  this  comment, 
published  now  for  the  first  time,  gives  the  article  addi¬ 
tional  interest  and  importance.  To  make  the  record  as 
complete  as  possible.  Dr.  Edward  A.  Crane,  who  was  one 
of  the  empress’  party  to  the  coast,  has  furnished  the  in¬ 
troduction,  and  Col.  Sir  John  M.  Burgoyne,  bart.,  con¬ 
tributes  the  details  of  “How  the  Empress  Crossed  the 
Channel.” 

The  October  Century  will  show,  in  tint,  the  West  por¬ 
trait  of  Shelley — its  first  reproduction.  This  is  the  por¬ 
trait,  held  of  impregnable  authenticity  and  uncommon 
beauty,  which  has  recently  come  to  light  in  a  southern 
city.  It  has  a  fascinating  history,  which  will  accompany 
the  reproduction  of  the  portrait.  Another  chapter  of 
Shelley  history  in  this  issue  will  be  a  fresh  view  and  true 
account  of  the  poet’s  nocturnal  adventure  at  Tan-yr-allt, 
furnished  by  Margaret  L.  Croft. 


Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Southern  Enterprises. 

Ed  B.  Dishman  contemplates  developing  coal 
mines  at  Barbersville,  Ky.,  but  has  not  yet  award¬ 
ed  contracts  for  the  necessary  machinery. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Western  Kentucky 
Coal  Co.,  Evansville,  Ind.,  to  build  a  town  on  the 
Illinois  Central  railroad  half  a  mile  below  Stur¬ 
gis.  Bids  are  asked  for  the  erection  of  400  dwell¬ 
ing  houses  and  several  stores. 

Incorporation  papers  have  been  filed  at  Knox¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  by  the  Bear  Wallow  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  with  a  capital  of  $10,000.  The  incorporators 
are  W.  B.  Bowling,  J.  H.  Bowling,  C.  H.  Smith, 
R.  S.  Young  and  Ht  B.  Lindsay. 


General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  injunction  which  was  secured  recently 
against  the  Ensley  Coal  Co.,  Ensley,  Ala.,  by 
the  Ensley  Wood  Working  Co.  has  been  dis¬ 
solved. 

The  West  Kentucky  Coal  Co.  of  Sturgis,  Ky., 
recently  served  notice  that  the  union  would  not 
be  recognized,  and  as  a  result  it  has  been  an¬ 
nounced  that  400  miners  will  go  out  on  strike. 

I'he  Tennessee  Coal,  Iron  &  Railroad  Co.  is 
sinking  a  shaft  in  the  vicinity  of  Adamsville, 
.^.la.,  which  will  strike  the  same  vein  of  coal 
which  is  now  being  worked  by  No.  A.  mine  at 
Pratt  City. 

Jerome  A.  Tucker,  formerly  manager  of  the 
Birmingham  (Ala.)  office  of  R.  G.  Dun  &  Co., 
has  been  elected  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Blocton-Cahaba  Coal  Co.,  with  offices  in  the  First 
National  Bank  building  at  Birmingham. 
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It  is  expected  that  the  Owensboro  street  rail¬ 
way  extension  to  the  Deane  mines  west  of 
Owensboro,  Ky.,  will  be  completed  very  soon. 
All  the  material,  including  the  wires,  is  at  Owens¬ 
boro.  This  will  afford  a  new  outlet  for  the  coal 
produced  in  that  field. 

Citizens  who  have  been  living  on  the  segregated 
coal  lands  of  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  na¬ 
tions,  near  Muskogee,  T.  T.,  have  been  given 
notice  to  vacate  this  fall.  The  government  will 
pay  them  for  any  improvements  which  they  may 
have  made  on  the  land. 

The  summary  of  coal  statistics  prepared  by  C. 
G.  Norwood,  chief  inspector  of  the  mines,  re¬ 
nting  to  the  production  of  coal  in  Kentucky  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  1904,  shows  a  total  production  of 
7,559,940  tons.  Compared  with  the  output  of  1900 
this  is  a  decrease  of  00,927  tons. 

Gov.  J.  I.  Cox  of  Tennessee  and  Hon.  W.  IT. 
Hartford,  prison  commissioner,  visited  east  Ten¬ 
nessee  recently  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the 
state  mines  at  Petros.  It  is  the  intention  of  the 
governor  to  purchase  15,000  acres  of  additional 
eoal  land  to  be  worked  by  the  convicts. 

On  account  of  an  insufficient  supply  of  cars, 
the  business  interests  of  Middlesboro,  Tenn.,  are 
said  to  be  suffering.  Thirty  or  forty  cars  a  day 
have  been  the  extent  of  the  supply  so  far  this 
summer,  and  some  of  the  mines  are  being  worked 
only  half  time  or  less,  because  of  the  shortage. 

As  a  result  of  the  reopening  of  Digman’s  mine 
at  Wilburton,  T.  T.,  the  Missouri,  Kansas  & 
Texas  railway  is  again  delivering  fifteen  cars  of 
coal  per  day  at  Denison,  Tex.  The  mine  has  not 
been  in  operation  for  some  months,  on  account 
of  an  explosion,  which  wrecked  the  interior  of  the 
operation. 

The  Whitehead  coal  mines,  near  Henryetta, 
I.  T.,  have  resumed  operations  after  a  three  and 
one-half  months’  shut  down,  caused  by  the  min¬ 


ers  going  out  on  strike.  The  miners  have  re¬ 
turned  to  work  under  the  same  conditions  as 
before,  working  the  same  hours  and  for  the 
same  wages. 

The  Cincinnati  Southern  is  now  surveying  a 
road  to  be  built  from  South  Pittsburg,  Tenn.,  to 
Kismit,  about  135  miles  north  of  South  Pitts¬ 
burg.  This  line  will  pass  directly  through  the 
mountains  for  a  distance  of  100  miles,  and  will 
afford  transportation  facilities  for  coal  develop¬ 
ment  in  that  field. 

The  Tennessee  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  has  made 
:i])plication  to  the  New  York  Stock  Exchange  to 
list  $350,000  general  mortgage  five  per  cent  gold 
bonds  dated  January  first,  1901,  and  payable  in 
1951.  These  bonds  have  been  sold  to  reimburse 
the  company  for  moneys  paid  out  from  the  treas¬ 
ury  for  improvements  and  betterments. 

The  Brown-Lam  Coal  Co.,  recently  organized 
in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  has  secured  options  on  5,000 
acres  of  coal  land  near  Central  City,  Ky.  The 
consideration  paM  for  the  coal  is  $250,000.  The 
home  offices  of  the  company  are  to  be  in  Mem¬ 
phis.  The  company  will  be  incorporated  for 
$300,000,  most  of  which  has  been  subscribed. 

H.  K.  McHarg  Jr.,  manager  of  the  Twin  Crozer 
Iron  furnaces  being  operated  by  the  Virginia 
Coal,  Iron  &  Coke  Co.,  recently  quelled  a  strike 
in  the  establishment  at  the  point  of  a  pistol.  At 
six  o’clock  in  the  morning  he  visited  the  iron 
furnaces,  pistol  and  watch  in  hand,  and  gave 
every  man  there  a  minute  in  which  either  to  go 
to  work  or  leave  the  premises.  ' 

The  Illinois  Central  railroad  has  acquired  the 
logging  road  of  C.  M.  Carrier  &  Son.  running  in 
a  southeasterly  direction  from  Sardis,  Ala.  The 
line  is  to  be  extended  to  the  Mississippi,  thus 
giving  the  company  connection  from  the  coal 
fields  with  its  Yazoo  &  Mississippi  Valley  lines 
to  the  delta.  The  contemplated  construction  in 
Mississippi  alone  aggregates  250  miles. 


Coal  in  the  Philippines. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  Oct.  5. — (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — H.  D.  McCaskey,  chief  of  the 
mining  bureau  of  the  Philippine  Islands,  has 
completed  a  report  on  the  Philippine  mineral  in¬ 
dustry  for  the  year  1905,  which  has  just  been 
made  public.  Regarding  the  coal  resources  of 
the  Philippines,  the  report  makes  the  following 
showing : 

“In  Luzon,  Albay  Province,  Batan  Island, 
Lieut.  H.  L.  Wi^ore,  corps  of  engineers.  United 
States  army,  assisted  by  a  detail  of  men,  has  been 
prosecuting  a  thorough  examination  of  the  coal 
deposits  for  the  military  government  by  means 
of  the  diamond  drill.  W.  G.  Smith,  geologist, 
mining  bureau,  has  been  detailed  to  work  out  the 
economic  geology  of  this  area  as  his  first  work 
on  the  Philippine  coal  measures,  and  has  been  in 
the  field  for  the  last  three  months.  This  coal  is 
of  excellent  reputation  and  suitable  for  steamer 
use. 

“In  Cebu  but  little  more  than  prospecting  has 
been  done  during  the  American  r%ime.  There 
are  important  deposits  of  steaming  coal  in  this 
island,  and  two  known  deposits  of  lead  ores. 
.\n  analysis  of  coal  from,  the  promising  coal 
measures  of  Carmen,  containing  four  seams,  re¬ 
ported  to  be  fourteen  feet,  thirteen  feet,  nine 
feet  and  seventeen  feet  thick,  respectively  will 
give  an  idea  of  the  purity  of  the  best  Cebu  coals: 

ANALYSIS  OF  COAL  FROM  CARMEN,  CEBU. 

Percentage. 


Moisture  .  5.0n 

V'olume  of  combustible  matter .  43.92 

Fixed  carbon  .  48.51 

Sulphur  . 87 

Ash  .  2.2 


Total  . 100.00 


“These  coals  are  better  than  many  American 
lignites  mined,  sold  at  a  profit,  and  used  with 
success  upon  railway  and  steamship  lines  in  the 
United  States,  and  they  have  been  proved  by 
l)ractical  tests  in  steamships  in  the  Philippine 
waters  to  do  very  well.  Furthermore,  they  should 
be  put  on  the  Manila  market  for  about  $3.25  per 
ton  and  on  the  market  at  Cebu  for  $2.50  per  ton, 
as  against  Japanese  coal  at  approximately  $5.00 
and  the  Australian  coal  at  $6.00  per  ton.’’ 
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General  Review 

j\IOKE  SEASONABLE  weather  in  the  west  and  an  active  demand  in 
the  6ast,  which  is  absorbing  all  the  coal  that  can  be  produced  at 
both  the  anthracite  collieries  and  the  bituminous  mines,  are  an  indn 
cation  of  the  general  condition  of  the  coal  trade  of  the  country  this 
week.  The  activity  noticeable  in  connection  with  the  demand  for 
coal  in  the  east  is  much  more  pronounced  than  anywhere  else  in  the 
•  country.  Buyers  are  absorbing  all  the  tonnage  that  can  be  produced, 
and  in  addition  prices  on  bituminous  coal  generally  are  advancing. 
This  week  the  advance  is  only  nominal  as  compared  with  the  prices 
which  prevailed  last  Saturday,  but  it  is  sufficient  to  show  that  deal¬ 
ers  and  consumers  are  taking  a  larger  tonnage  of  coal  than  can  be 
produced. 

The  eastern  anthracite  trade  was  never”  more  active  in  its  his¬ 
tory  at  any  time,  making  a  possible  exception  of  strike  years,  than  it 
has  been  during  the  past  week.  Mild  weather  has  prevailed  and  this 
has  relieved  the  strain  which  comes  when  consumers  are  clamor¬ 
ing  for  coal  and 'are  crowding  the  market.  But  if  the  consumers  have 
not  been  quite  as  active  as  in  some  former  tinies,  dealers  and  large 
buyers  have  not  been  lacking  in  their  interest  in  the  situation.  The 
greatest  demand  for  prepared  sizes  of  anthracite  comes  from  the  shoal- 
water  and  inland  ice-making  ports,  where  the  season  for  water  trans¬ 
portation  is  rapidly  drawing  to  a  close.  Shipping  companies  have  all 
the  orders  from  such  sources  that  their  facilities  will  permit  them  to 
fill,  even  though  the  season  of  navigation  should  be  normal  as  to 
length.  If  the  winter  should  develop  early,  much  of  this  business 
could  not  be  supplied,  except  by  movement  all-rail,  which  is  an  ex¬ 
pensive  way  of  forwarding  the  coal. 

At  the  deep-water  Atlantic  coastvdse  ports  there  is  more  activity 
in  the  demand  for  anthracite,  but  it  has  not  yet  reached  the  propor¬ 
tions  where  the  shipment  of  tonnage  is  urgently  required,  so  that 
the  pressure  from  that  quarter  is  not  so  pronounced.  The  all-rail 
trade  is  much  more  active  than  it  was  a  year  ago  at  this  time.  Prob¬ 
ably  this  can  be  traced  to  the  embargo  existing  on  some  of  the  New 
England  and  interior  foreign  roads.  Dealers  and  buyers  have  become 
alarmed  at  the  length  of  time  required  to  furnish  relief  in  transporta¬ 
tion  circles  and  are  taking  in  coal  whenever  and  wherever  they  can 
obtain  it.  A  general  index  to  the  eastern  anthracite  situation  can  be 
had  when  it  is  known  that  the  “private”  coal  producing  companies  are 
obtaining  full  circular  price  on  all  the  prepared  coal  which  they  can 
mine.  Thirty  days  ago  some  of  them  were  making  concessions  to 
move  tonnage.  This  has  all  disappeared  within  the  past  fortnight. 

In  the  smaller  sizes  of  anthracite  the  market  is  fairly  active  on 
the  more  popular  steam-making  descriptions.  While  the  agitation  in 
the  daily  newspapers  over  possible  strike  conditions  has  subsided  to 
'  some  extent,  large  manufacturers  have  become  thoroughly  alarmed 
and  are  taking  in  excess  tonnage  wherever  they  have  storage  capacity 
as  a  provision  against  any  emergency  that  may  occur.  The  supply  of 
cars  at  the  collieries  is  much  short  of  the  requirements.  This  is  the 
principal  reason  why  the  embargoes  are  continued  by  the  originating 
lines  into  foreign  territory.  There  is  no  immediate  prospect  of  any 
betterment  in  these  conditions.  The  requirements  of  transportation 
companies  in  moving  perishable  freight,  such  as  fruit  and  produce, 
are  heavier  than  a  year  ago,  while  grain  is  beginning  to  arrive  at  east¬ 
ern  unloading  lake  ports,  the  consequence  being  that  many  cars  are 
required  in  transporting  it  to  tide  and  eastern  elevators. 

Eastern  Bituminous  Trade  Is  Very  Active. 

In  the  eastern  bituminous  trade  there  is  as  much,  if  not  more, 
activity  than  in  anthracite.  In  sound  territory  and  the  far  east  there 
is  very  little  tonnage  offered  which  is  not  required  to  meet  contract 
requirements.  “Free”  coal  is  at  a  premium  already,  and  the  prospects 
are  that  it  will  go  higher  before  there  is  any  reduction  in  the  selling 
price.  Wliere  contracts  were  not  made  by  buyers  for  tonnage  for 
steam  purposes,  they  are  having  much  difficulty  in  securing  sufficient 
coal  to  meet  current  re(iuirements  unless  they  bid  a  premium  for  it. 
In  the  all-rail  trade  the  embargoes  on  the  part  of  originating  lines 
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continue  and’this  is  seriously  restricting  the  movement  of  tonnage  to 
certain  parts  of  the  territory.  I'hese  embargoes  doubtless  will  re¬ 
main  during  October,  and  it  would  not  be  surprising  if  they  extended 
well  into  next  month.  Car  supply  at  the  mines  is  considerably  re¬ 
stricted,  which,  of  course,  is  cutting  down  production  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  percentage  of  cars  lacking  as  compared  witli  normal  re¬ 
quirements. 

The  coastwise  vessel  situation  shows  little  change  from  last  week. 
Small  craft  which  are  available  for  unloading  at  shoal-water  pojts 
continue  to  be  in  short  supply  as  compared  with  the  total  require¬ 
ments  and  freight  rates  on  this  class  of  vessels  hold  very  firm  in  all 
quarters.  Larger  craft  for  deep-water  ports  hold  steady  at  the  pre¬ 
vious  range  of  rates.  The  barge  service  is  fully  employed  in  the  an¬ 
thracite  trade,  and  then  it  not  able  to  move  the  total  tonnage  of  coal 
required  at  some  of  the  coastwise  ports. 

t 

Car  Shortage  Continues  as  Main  Feature. 

In  the  western  bituminous  trade  car  shortage  continues  to  be  the 
main  feature.  Taking  the  great  producing  states  as  a  whole,  and  it  is 
probable  that  the  production  at  present  is  not  more  than  forty  per 
cent  of  the  normal  capacity  of  the  mines.  This  is  because  cars  are 
not  available  and  can  not  be  obtained.  Some  idea  of  the  general  con¬ 
dition  of  affairs  as  to  the  western  grain  movement  can  be  obtained 
when  it  is  known  that  at  a  number  of  the  shipping  points  for  wheat 
in  South  Dakota  gTain  is  stored  in  the  open,  waiting  until  cars  can 
be  secured  to  move  it  forward.  All  the  elevators  in  that  territory  are 
full  and  every  available  car  is  in  service  for  the  movement.  As 
this  commodity  can  be  classed  more  or  less  as  perishable  freight,  and 
as  it  is  necessary  to  provide  movement  for  it  at  this  time,  the  railroads 
are  giving  it  all  the  attention  which  their  facilities  will  permit. 
Coal,  lumber  and  other  low-grade  freight  accordingly  is  not  receiving 
the  attention  which  it  does  usually  at  this  season  of  the  year. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  leading  railroad  in  the  Kanawha  and 
New  River  districts  of  West  Virginia  has  discontinued  its  rates  to 
lake  ports  and  shipments  westward-bound  are  now  all-rail,  the  car 
supply  in  that  territory  has  shown  a  slight  improvement.  This  is 
only  slight,  however,  as  the  tonnage  of  these  coals  available  at  Chicago 
and  other  important  western  markets  is  barely  sufficient  to  supply  the 
most  urgent  demands.  Throughout  other  parts  of  West  Virginia, 
western  Pennsylvania,  Ohio  and  the  greater  part  of  Illiiiois,  Indiana 
and  Iowa  the  car  supply  is  about  forty  per  cent  of  normal.  All  kinds 
of  equipment  have  been  pressed  into  service  in  connection  with  the 
coal  trade,  wherever  it  is  available,  including  hopper  bottoms  and 
everything  else.  Where  cars  are  loaded  in  western  territory  they  are 
generally  accorded  prompt  movement  to  destination.  So  far  thei’e  have 
been  no  congestions  at  terminal  points,  and  motive  power  seems 
to  be  more  than  sufficient  to  meet  all  the  demands  made  upon  it  at 
this  time. 

The  lack  of  cars  has  been  the  main  element  in  holding  the  bitu¬ 
minous  market  to  a  steady  basis.  This  week,  however,  local  conditions 
became  more  pf  a  feature.  There  was  snow  at  many  points  in  the 
west  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  and  the  temperature  is  now  season¬ 
able  for  this  time  of  the  year.  Domestic  fires  were  required  the  hitter 
part  of  the  week,  which  increased  the  demand  for  coal  from  house¬ 
holders.  This  condition  was  very  cjuickly  reflected  in  the  wholesale 
car-lot  trade. 

In  the  western  anthracite  trade  the  advancement  of  the  season  is 
resulting  in  a  larger  run  of  orders  at  retail,  which  is  rellected  to  a 
considerable  extent  in  the  volume  of  business  coming  in  to  wholesale 
shipjiing  agents.  Car  supply  from  the  producing  region  wi'stward  is 
very  bad  and  is  a  source  of  much  delay  in  the  fulfillment  of  orders 
sent  to  the  mine.  Lake  shipments  from  Bullalo  this  week  show  a 
falling  off  of  about  20.000  tons  as  compared  with  normal  movement 
for  the  past  three  or  four  weeks.  This  is  due  to  lack  of  cars  in  the 
region  for  loading  to  lake  ports.  Coke  is  showing  a  much  stronger 
tone  and  is  firm  at  higher  prices. 
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Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  West. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Chicago,  III.,  Oct.  13. 

Colder  weather  in  the  west  the  latter  part  of 
the  week  has  resulted  in  increased  activity  in 
western  coal  markets.  This  coupled  with  the  pre¬ 
vailing  shortage  of  cars,  makes  the  situation  very 
firm  on  all  descriptions  of  domestic  and  run-of- 
mine  bituminous  coals.  The  weak  spot  continues 
to  be  in  connection  with  fine  coals,  which  are 
wholly  demoralized  at  Chicago,  prices  having 
reached  the  lowest  point  of  the  year. 

'I'he  continuance  of  the  shortage  of  cars  at  the 
mines  is  being  felt  more  especially  at  this  time. 
Last  week,  owing  to  the  mild  weather,  there  was 
not  so  much  pressure  to  buy  coal.  Dealers  held 
off  from  placing  orders  and  consumers  were  not 
actively  in  the  market  for  a  large  tonnage.  With 
the  first  touch  of  cold  weather,  however,  there 
was  a  change.  Orders  began  to  accumulate,  par¬ 
ticularly  on  the  leading  descriptions  of  eastern 
coals,  where  the  car  shortage  is  bad.  The  outlook 
from  a  transportation  standpoint  is  the  worst  in 
a  number  of  years.  Railroad  officials  are  unable 
to  handle  the  heavy  crop  tonnage  from  the  west, 
and  consequently  coal  freight  and  other  commodi¬ 
ties  which  do  not  pay  as  high  earning  charges  are 
being  sadly  neglected.  From  authentic  sources  it 
is  learned  that  elevators  and  other  storage  ca¬ 
pacity  in  southern  Minnesota,  South  Dakota,  Iowa 
and  Nebraska  are  already  overcrowded  with  the 
grain  harvested  this  year.  At  some  points  wheat 
is  waiting  outdoors,  unprotected  from  the 
weather,  for  transportation  facilities  to  storage 
points.  Railroad  officials  hold  out  no  encourage¬ 
ment  as  to  when  these  conditions  will  be  rem¬ 
edied.  It  follows  as  a  matter  of  course,  that 
so  long  as  they  continue  bad  every  commodity 
will  be  obliged  to  await  transportation. 

Railroad  Is  Storing  Coal. 

A  further  complication  in  the  western  coal 
trade  is  found  in  connection  with  the  strike 
talk  over  the  new  wage  agreement  next  winter. 
It  is  much  too  early  to  predict  that  there  will 
not  be  an  agreement  over  the  wage  scale  in  the 
central  competitive  district.  As  a  matter  of 
fact  all  the  indications  point  to  such  an  agree¬ 
ment  being  arrived  at,  following  the  usual  pre¬ 
liminary  negotiations.  Nothwithstanding  this 
conditions  of  affairs,  it  is  announced  this  week 
that  one  large  railroad  has  given  orders  to 
commence  stocking  an  emergency  supply  of  coal 
beginning  October  sixteenth.  It  is  stated  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  order  that  a  general  strike  is  feared 
by  the  officials  and  the  plan  has  been  adopted 


as  protection  against  the  future.  Possibly,  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  higher  range  of  prices  prevailing 
and  the  tendency  toward  .still  higher  figures 
the  officials  of  this  road  have  a  twofold  purpose 
in  view,  one  to  provide  against  any  possible  fu¬ 
ture  emergency  and  the  other  to  accumulate  a 
supply  of  coal  whild  it  can  be  obtained  at  rea¬ 
sonable  figures.  Conservatism  would  not  indi¬ 
cate  that  there  was  anything  in  the  prospective 
labor  situation  which  would  demand  that  this 
policy  be  followed  from  the  standpoint  of  strike 
outlook.  The  miners  have  not  indicated  what 
they  might  do,  and  the  operators  have  not  ask¬ 
ed  them  to  make  any  concessions.  The  wage 
situation  remains  where  it  did  last  summer. 

Detailed  Car  Situation. 

In  detail  the  car  shortage  has  become  more 
general  during  the  past  week  than  before,  al¬ 
though  there  has  been  improvement  on  one  or 
two  of  the  roads.  On  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
railroad  it  is  reported  that  the  available  equip¬ 
ment  is  not  over  thirty-five  per  cent  of  the  nor¬ 
mal  coal  loading  capacity  along  the  line.  This 
includes  coal  going  to  the  great  lakes.  Car 
equipment  on  western  Pennsylvania  roads  for 
western  all-rail  shipment  is  extremely  light. 
Owing  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  lake  and  rail 
rates  from  the  smokeless  fields  on  October  first, 
there  is  a  slightly  improved  supply  of  cars  for 
the  all-rail '  trade.  Demand  for  coal,  however, 
is  in  excess  of  the  tonnage  that  can  be  moved 
forward.  All  run-of-mine  for  western  shipment 
on  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  is  being  loaded  in 
gondolas  and  battleships,  while  some  of  the 
screened  lump  and  egg  must  also  take  this  class 
of  cars. 

In  the  Hocking  valley  field  the  supply  of  equip¬ 
ment  is  about  forty  per  cent  of  normal.  In  the 
Sullivan  county,  Ind.,  field  the  mines  are  operat¬ 
ing  two  and  three  days  a  week  only.  Along  the 
Chicago  &  Alton  it  is  estimated  the  supply  of  cars 
is  not  over  forty  per  cent.  Other  western  roads 
show  about  the  same  facilities  as  those  men¬ 
tioned. 

Dock  points  on  Lakes  Michigan  and  Superior 
are  also  participating  in  the  short  supply  of  cars. 
Some  of  the  roads  centering  at  Milwaukee  have 
been  in  bad  shape  in  this  respect  and  coal  has 
been  held  up  there  from  ten  days  to  a  fortnight 
because  the  coal  companies  could  not  secure  suffi¬ 
cient  cars  for  loading.  At  Duluth  and  Superior 
the  situation  is  somewhat  more  satisfactory,  but 
there  is  considerable  complaint  from  shipping 
companies  located  at  the  head  of  the  lakes. 

There  is  one  feature  in  connection  with  the  car 


shortage  which  is  not  always  considered  by  con¬ 
sumers  and  dealers.  When  the  supply  of  equip¬ 
ment  falls  below  fifty  per  cent  of  normal  a  large 
proportion  of  it  is  required  for  the  transporta¬ 
tion  of  fuel  coal  for  railroad  purposes  and  other 
consumers  are  obliged  to  go  without.  This  is 
a  feature  which  makes  the  present  car  shortage 
more  of  a  menace  than  it  appears  to  be  on  the 
surface.  For  instance,  if  a  railroad  can  supply 
only  forty  per  cent  of  the  equipment  required  and 
the  road  requirements  are  thirty  per  cent  of  the 
normal  production,  this  leaves  only  ten  per  cent 
for  distribution  in  other  channels.  The  railroad 
will  receive  its  allotment  of  coal  out  of  the  total 
produced  or  will  know  the  reason  why.  If  the 
producing  company  fails  to  consign  this  coal  to 
the  railroad,  the  latter  will  confiscate  it  and  apply 
on  contract.  Ordinarily  the  railroad  is  supplied 
first  because  it  is  known  that  it  will  confiscate 
the  coal. 

When  this  feature  of  the  situation  is  taken 
into  consideration  it  makes  the  outlook  as  to  free 
coal  much  more  perplexing  than  otherwise  it 
would  be.  It  means  that  coal  will  go  to  higher 
prices  shortly,  because  demand  is  running  in  ex¬ 
cess  of  production,  unless  transportation  condi¬ 
tions  are  improved.  Dealers  and  large  consumers 
who  have  been  buying  on  a  hand-to-mouth  basis 
and  have  accumulated  no  stocks  for  the  emer¬ 
gency  ought  to  take  in  at  least  enough  tonnage 
to  last  them  for  the  next  thirty  days. 

In  the  western  anthracite  trade  the  development 
of  the  season  has  resulted  in  a  better  run  of  or¬ 
ders  during  the  past  week,  yet  there  are  many 
dealers  who  have  not  yet  taken  in  the  anthracite 
they  will  require  immediately  upon  the  opening  of 
the  consuming  season.  Undoubtedly  the  mild 
weather  last  week  held  back  some  orders  which 
should  have  come  forward  at  that  time  and 
which  will  accumulate  when  facilities  for  moving 
the  coal  will  be  impaired  by  lack  of  transporta¬ 
tion  and  a  rush  of  business. 

Lack  of  Cars  for  Anthracite. 

Some  anthracite  in  jobbers’  hands  from  private 
operations  was  offered  the  latter  part  of  last  week 
at  lower  than  circular  figures,  but  since  the  tem¬ 
perature  became  more  seasonable  this  coal  has 
been  cleaned  up  and  prices  are  steady  on  the  cir¬ 
cular  basis. 

There  is  much  complaint  on  the  part  of  ship¬ 
ping  companies  as  a  result  of  the  car  situation 
in  the  producing  region.  Box  cars  for  western 
shipment  are  in  very  short  supply,  and  where 
companies  have  docks  or  storage  capacity  they 
are  filling  orders  from  that  source.  It  is  re¬ 
ported  that  much  of  the  eastern  equipment  is  en- 


Bituminous  Prices  at  Chicago  for  Three  Years 

These  prices  are  f.  o.  b.  cars  all-rail  to  Chicago  for  leading  descriptions  of  standard  coal 
sold  in  this  market,  based  on  the  circular  figures  promulgated  October  first 

of  each  year  by  wholesale  companies 
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gaged  in  transporting  perishable  freight,  such  as 
fruits  and  other  similar  commodities.  The  east¬ 
ern  fruit  crop  was  very  large,  with  the  result 
that  more  cars  are  required.  As  this  can  not  be 
neglected,  coal  is  a  matter  of  secondary  considera¬ 
tion  at  the  moment.  There  is  also  considerable 
grain  arriving  at  Buffalo  in  vessel  bottoms,  and 
this  demands  prompt  movement  upon  its  ar¬ 
rival.  Owing  to  the  heavy  grain  crop,  cars  are 
required  for  all  this  freight  in  excess  of  pre¬ 
vious  years.  Movement,  lake  and  rail,  holds  to 
fair  proportions. 

In  the  bituminous  trade  the  smokeless  product 
holds  to  a  firm  basis  of  prices,  and  premiums 
are  occasionally  obtained  for  run-of-mine  _  in 
western  markets  where  it  is  urgently  required. 
Standard  grades  of  New  River  and  Pocahontas 
have  sold  in  Chicago  during  the  week  at  $3.35,  or 
$1.30  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  which  is  five  cents  above 
the  circular  basis.  The  general  range  of  prices, 
however,  is  on  the  circular  basis,  but  demand  for 
this  product  is  in  excess  of  the  supply.  This  has 
led  to  talk  of  an  advance  to  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  in  the  near  future,  or  $3.55  f.  o.  b.  Chicago, 
for  the  run-of-mine  description.  Ocean  smoke¬ 
less  run-of-mine  is  held  on  the  basis  of  $1.35 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Of  the 
prepared  sizes,  screened  lump  seems  to  be  in  the 
most  active  demand,  and  most  of  the  shipping 
companies  are  holding  this  product  at  $2.25  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine,  or  $4.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Egg  is  in 
better  supply  and  generally  is  held  at  $2.00  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine,  or  $4.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Very  little 
thin-vein  coal  is  coming  forward,  but  for  run-of- 
mine  is  generally  held  on  the  same  basis  as 
standard.' 

Splint  Coals  Rule  Steady. 

In  the  splint  list  the  situation  remains  steady. 
There  have  been  several  recent  inquiries  for 
tonnage  to  apply  on  lake  movement,  but,  owing 
to.  the  urgency  of  other  demands,  buyers  have  had 
difficulty  in  placing  this  business.  Demand  for 
all-rail  splint  is  slightly  more  active  for  domestic 
purposes.  Standard  grades  in  movement  to  re¬ 
tailers  are  held  on  the  basis  of  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine,  or  $3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Jobbers  are  ob¬ 
taining  slight  concessions  from  these  figures. 
Special  preparation  and  grades  of  splint  com¬ 
mand  $1.60@1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.50@3.65 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

The  situation  as  to  Fairmont  coal  remains  un¬ 
changed.  There  is  very  little  spot  product  on 


offer  in  the  Chicago  market,  and  shipping  com¬ 
panies  report  there  is  so  much  difficulty  over  car 
supply  they  are  having  difficulty  in  getting  or¬ 
ders  filled  at  the  mines.  Three-quarter  coal  is 
quoted  on  the  basis  of  $1.00@1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
or  $2.90@3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Run-of-mine  coal 
is  quoted  at  80@90c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.70(S) 
2.80  f.  o.  b.  Chicago^  Domestic  lump  is  held  at 
$1.50@1.60  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.40@3.50  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago. 

Youghiogheny  coal  continues  steady  at  the  pre¬ 
vious  range  of  prices.  Shippers  in  the  all-rail 
trade  are  having  difficulty  in  getting  sufficient 
equipment  to  load  coal  for  contract  require¬ 
ments.  Such  buyers  are  urging  ■that  a  heavier 
tonnage  be  forwarded.  In  view  of  this  condition 
of  affairs  very  little  spot  coal  is  offered  in  the 
all-rail  markets.  Prices  are  held  firmly  at  $1.10 
@1.20  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.00@3.10  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago  on  three-quarter  coal.  ^ 

Hocking  Product  Is  Firm. 

Hocking  valley  product  holds  very  firm,  most 
of  the  tonnage  that  can  be  produced  being  re¬ 
quired  by  railroads  as  a  locomotive  fuel  and  for 
shipment  to  lake  docks.  Where  orders  in  the 
all-rail  trade  are  urgent  they  are  receiving  at¬ 
tention,  but  most  of  the  producing  companies  have 
a  large  tonnage  on  their  books  which  has  not 
yet  been  shipped,  owing  to  lack  of  cars.  Prices 
are  firmly  maintained  on  the  domestic  sizes  in 
the  all-rail  trade  at  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 
$3.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  On  standard  product  there 
is  no  deviation  from  these  figures,  and  the  odds 
and  ends  which  were  shipped  during  the  sum¬ 
mer  as  standard  Hocking  are  apparently  being 
absorbed  elsewhere  at  present,  as  they  do  not 
come  west  to  any  extent. 

Western  coals  continue  on  a  firm  basis  as  to 
domestic  sizes  and  run-of-mine.  Screenings  and 
duff  can  be  purchased  in  the  Chicago  market  this 
week  at  almost  any  figure  from  the  freight  up  to 
40@50c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine. 

Sullivan  county  and  the  leading  descriptions  of 
Indiana  domestic  lump  coal  are  held  firmly  at 
$1.45@,1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.25@2.30  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Owing  to  the  car  shortage  there  seems 
to  be  a  scarcity  of  this  size  of  coal  at  present. 
Run-of-mine  from  the  same  fields  shows  a 
slightly  wider  variation  in  price,  ranging  at  95c@ 
$1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.75@1.90  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago,  the  latter  figure  being  obtained  on  move¬ 


ment  to  the  country.  Indiana  egg  coal  does  not 
seem  to  be  absorbed  so  readily  and  also  shows 
a  wide  range  of  $1.10@1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 
$1.90@2.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Brazil  block  coal  holds  steady  at  $2.00  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  for  lump  or  $2.80  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Screenings  from  the  Sullivan  county  and  other 
bituminous  fields  in  Indiana  are  badly  demoral¬ 
ized  and  range  at  25@40c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  to 
$1.15@1.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Western  Domestic  Coals  Firm. 

Carterville  product  holds  fairly  steady  on  the 
domestic  lump  sizes.  Quotations  on  the  do¬ 
mestic  product  outside  of  Chicago  are  generally 
on  the  basis  of  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  while  in 
this  city  the  range  is  $1.35@1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
or  $2.35@2.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Egg  coal  con¬ 
tinues  more  or  less  weak,  ruling  at  $1.10@1.25 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.10@2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Washed  coals  show  added  firmness  in  the  No.  1 
size,  although  circular  prices  are  not  always 
maintained  in  the  Chicago  trade.  No.  4  and  No. 
5  are  said  to  be  weak  with  buyers,  and  prices  are 
below  circular  where  coal  is  brought  to  Chicago. 
Outside  of  this  city  the  circular  figures  are  being 
maintained  much  better. 

Springfield  domestic  coals  show  a  slight  ad¬ 
vance  this  week,  being  quoted  on  the  basis  of 
$1.35@1.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.10@2.15  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Egg  coal  from  some  of  the  operations 
is  held  on  the  same  basis.  Run-of-mine  from  this 
district  is  in  short  supply  and  quotations  are 
largely  nominal  on  the  basis  of  90c@$1.00  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine,  or  $1.65@1.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Screen¬ 
ings  are  held  at  10@25c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  85c@ 
$1.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Some  fine  coals  from  the 
Wabash  railroad  are  held  on  about  the  same 
basis,  but  quotations  on  this  product  and  duff 
are  largely  nominal,  as  the  market  is  over¬ 
supplied  and  the  problem  is  to  move  the  tonnage 
and  escape  demurrage  charges. 

The  coke  market  continues  to  show  stiffen¬ 
ing  tendencies,  and  Connellsville  seventy-two 
hour  foundry  coke  is  held  at  $2.85@3.00  f.  o.  b. 
the  ovens,  or  $5.50@5.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Fur¬ 
nace  coke  is  quoted  at  $2.50@2.65  f.  o.  b.  the 
ovens,  the  Chicago  price  being  based  on  the 
differential  in  rates,  depending  on  the  use'  to 
which  it  is  to  be  put.  Southern  foundry  coke 
is  quoted  at  $5.00@5.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  West 
Virginia  coke  in  the  better  grades  is  quoted  at 
$5.00@5.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  depending  on  quality. 


Market  and  Trade  J^ews  from  the  Pittsburg  Field. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond. 

Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Oct.  12. 

This  market  steadily  continues  to  improve  and 
the  current  month  promises  to  establish  an  Oc¬ 
tober  record  for  prices  that  will  stand  for  some 
time.  While  the  latter  have  taken  on  renewed 
tone  and  show  all  the  ear-marks  of  continued  ad¬ 
vancement  the  demand  has  kept  well  apace  and 
there  appears  to  be  no  lack  of  a  market  for  any 
grade  of  Pittsburg  coal.  General  conditions  con¬ 
tinue  to  run  in  the  same  satisfactory  and  prom¬ 
ising  channels  as  last  reported.  Rail  shipments 
to  western  lake  ports  have  dropped  somewhat  in 
volume  during  the  week  just  past,  not  by  reason, 
however,  of  any  lack  of  business  or  demand  from 
these  lake  points,  but  by  virtue  of  the  exceed¬ 
ingly  limited  transportation  facilities. 

There  is  a  heavy  demand  for  Pittsburg  steam 
and  gas  coals  of  all  grades  and  sizes  and  were  it 
not  for  the  car  situation  the  condition  of  this 
market,  in  view  of  the  enormous  industrial  con¬ 
sumption  of  coal  and  the  eagerness  of  dealers  to 
stock  supplies,  would  indeed  be  prosperous.  Busi¬ 
ness  will  continue  to  improve  in  the  ratio  that 
the  car  supply  increases.  Lake  demand  is  exceed¬ 
ingly  strong  and  the  movement  in  this  direction 
is  full  and  the  tonnage  heavy.  October  averages 
are  being  maintained.  Eastern  lake  shipments, 
especially,  have  been  remarkably  brisk  and  where 
differential  freight  rates  do  not  interfere  eastern 
points  are  receiving  much  local  produce. 

In  commenting  on  the  shrinkage  in  the  western 
lake  point  shipping  an  official  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Co.  this  week  statea  to  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond  representative  that  it  is  entirely  due  to  the 


limitations  placed  on  the  tonnage  by  the  available 
car  supply  and  not  the  result  of  an  indifferent 
market.  The  output  of  Pittsburg  steam  and  gas 
coals  at  present  is  not  over  fifty  per  cent  of  nor¬ 
mal,  but  notwithstanding  this  condition  there  is 
little  or  no  chance  of  an  actual  scarcity  of  the 
product,  there  being  considerable  quantities  of 
stocked  coal  on  hand  at  many  consuming  points. 

Prices  Continue  to  Advance. 

Pittsburg  coal  prices,  while  irregular  and  not 
consistently  adhered  to  especially  on  orders  call¬ 
ing  for  spot  shipment,  etc.,  have  been  advancing 
steadily,  circular  figures  now  reading  as  follows : 
Run-of-mine,  $1.10@1.20,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine;  three- 
quarter  inch,  $1.15@1.25;  one  and  one-quarter 
inch,  $1.20@1.30  per  ton.  The  comparative  scarc¬ 
ity  of  slack  and  steam  nut  continues.  With  in¬ 
creasing  demand  and  consequent  advances  in 
prices  this  product  is  growing  to  be  an  embar¬ 
rassing  factor  in  the  local  market.  It  is  difficult 
to  fill  orders  for  Westmoreland  or  Panhandle 
slack  and  the  quotations  rarely  fall  below  sixty- 
five  cents  per  ton,  immediate  shipment. 

The  movement  of  river  coal  is  at  a  standstill, 
owing  to  lack  of  a  barge  stage.  River  shippers 
have  had  several  disappointments  this  month,  but 
are  hopeful  that  shipments  may  be  possible  before 
the  expiration  of  the  month,  as  already  enough 
coal  has  been  mined  since  the  last  shipment  to 
fill  all  barges  available.  An  extended  period  of 
low  water  means  idleness  for  many  miners. 

The  retail  trade  has  taken  on  a  marked  im¬ 
provement,  the  advance  of  the  season  naturally 
stimulating  trade.  Schools  and  public  institutions 
are  closing  bids  for  winter  supplies,  and  this  helps 


the  activity.  Family  Anthracite  is  held  at  $7.00 
for  coal  delivered.  Steam  coals  are  selling  as 
high  as  $2.75@3.00  per  ton.  Jobbers  report  that 
retail  inquiries  are  increasing' rapidly  and  it  looks 
as  if  the  season  was  now  fairly  under  way. 

News  of  the  Coke  Market. 

The  coke  situation  in  the  Connellsville  region 
shows  a  slight  improvement  over  that  of  last 
week.  Prices  are  being  gradually  advanced  and 
the  surplus  of  good  furnace  coke  is  rapidly  dis¬ 
appearing.  Furnace  seventy-two  hour  product  is 
considered  low  at  $2.50  per  ton  and  early  1906 
prices  bid  fair  to  overtop  the  $3.00  mark.  Pro¬ 
ducers  do  not  show  a  disposition  to  quote  1906 
figures,  as  indications  point  to  a  rise  of  at  least 
ten  per  cent  during  the  winter.  Last  week’s  Con¬ 
nellsville  operations  showed  21.273  ovens  in  blast, 
with  a  production  of  271,034  tons,  a  slight  gain 
over  the  output  of  the  preceding  week.  Ship¬ 
ments  aggregated  13,251  cars,  3.826  coming  to 
Pittsburg  and  8,002  going  west  of  Pittsburg.  In 
the  lower  Connellsville  region  only  150  ovens  of 
a  total  of  7,008  were  idle. 

It  is  not  often  that  a  coke  plant  that  has  been 
out  of  operation  over  a  year  is  put  in  service  ag^iin. 
but  the  Tyrone  plant  at  Bradford  in  the  Connells¬ 
ville  region  has  broken  this  record,  having  just 
gone  into  full  blast  after  a  rest  of  s’x  years.  J. 
L.  Kendall,  of  Pittsburg,  recently  purchased  the 
plant  from  the  Jones  &  Laughl'n  Co. 

Robbins  Addresses  Manufacturers. 

President  Francis  L.  Robbins,  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Co.,  was  the  orator  at  the  first  dinner  of 
the  winter  given  Tuesday  evening  of  this  week  by 
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the  Merchants’  and  Manufacturers’  Association 
of  Pittsburg,  lie  spoke  of  the  relation  between 
employer  and  employe,  his  address  carrying  with 
it  many  important  points  of  current  interest  in 
the  coal  trade.  In  part  he  said: 

“The  people  of  this  community  arc  dominant  in 
the  manufacturing,  coal  mining  and  coke  produc¬ 
ing  industries  of  this  country,  and  must  assume 
the  responsibility,  whether  they  desire  it  or  not,  of 
setting  the  pace  for  the  whole  country  by  their 
treatment  of  each  other  in  their  relative  posi¬ 
tions  of  employer  and  employe. 

“The  interests  represented  by  capital  and  labor 
are  reciprocal,  and  I  believe  each  has  an  equal 
right  to  organize,  subject  to  the  laws  of  the 
United  States.  Combinations  whose  values  are 
equal  to  capitalization,  their  acts  open  to  govern¬ 
ment  inspection,  their  results  made  public  by 
published  yearly  statements,  managed  by  fair- 
minded,  conservative  men,  are  of  benefit  to  their 
employes  and  the  public  at  large. 

“Labor  unions,  founded  upon  rig'nt  principles, 
under  the  leadership  of  honest,  conservative  offi¬ 
cers,  are  necessary  for  the  protection  of  em¬ 
ployes,  and  often  arc  an  aid  to  the  employer  who 
is  willing  to  pay  just  wages  and  establish  fair 
conditions,  but  is  hampered  by  employers  who 
are  not. 

“Every  now  and  then  you  hear  a  man  say,  T 
am  going  to  run  my  own  business  and  not  be  dic¬ 
tated  to  by  my  employes,’  and  as  like  as  not 
he  is  associated  with  his  competitors  in  an  or¬ 
ganization  or  pool  where  the  majority  makes  the 
prices  at  which  he  .sells  his  commodity  or  re¬ 
stricts  his  product.  His  position  is  thoroughly  in¬ 
consistent,  and  you  can  not  successfully  deal  with 
labor  and  be  inconsistent.  Fair  treatment  from 
both  sides,  recognition  of  each  other’s  natural 
rights  and  absolute  adherence  to  contracts  are 
essential.  It  is  only  through  such  means  that 
prejudice  and  opposition  will  give  way  and  con¬ 
fidence  between  employer  and  employe  can  be  es¬ 
tablished.  Labor  can  not  be  enslaved,  neither  can 
capital  be  intimidated,  without  conflict  and  loss 
to  each. 

“Mutual  agreements  are  much  better  than  com¬ 
pulsory  laws  or  arbitration. 

“Sympathetic  strikes  are  an  abomination  and  a 
menace  to  organized  labor,  and  national  labor 
leaders  are  opposed  to  them. 

“In  the  interstate  agreement  of  bituminous  op¬ 
erators  and  miners,  which  is  such  a  conspicuous 
e.xample  of  joint  trade  agreement  as  affecting 
the  greatest  number  of  people,  it  is  expressly 
agreed  that  no  sympathetic  strike  shall  be  per¬ 
mitted,  and  experience  has  shown  us  that  a  wage 
agreement  is  regarded  by  the  miners  as  binding 
and  must  be  observed  during  the  term  of  con¬ 
tract.  All  labor  organizations  should  do  the 
same. 

Responsibility  Tends  Toward  Conservatism. 

“My  experience  with  labor  leaders  is  that  re¬ 
sponsibility  tends  toward  conservatism,  and  I  have 
never  known  a  successful  labor  leader  who  did 
not  become  more  conservative  as  his  experience 
and  responsibility  increased. 

“It  is  the  duty  of  employers  to  become  per¬ 
sonally  familiar  with  trade  cond’tions,  and  not 
delegate  to  others  their  responsibilities  in  the 
matter  of  establishing  wages  and  conditions  un¬ 
der  which  the  labor  is  performed. 

“In  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  we  have  endeav¬ 
ored  to  show  our  interest  in  the  welfare  of  our 
employes  in  a  pract’cal  manner.  Shortly  after 
our  organization  we  inaugurated  a  method  to  en¬ 
able  the  employes  to  share  in  the  profits.  This 
plan  has  been  the  means  of  permitting  a  great 
many  of  the  company’s  employes  to  make  savings 
that  otherwise  they  would  not  have  made.  The 
statement  has  been  made  that  the  friendly  feel¬ 
ing  was  endangered  in  the  recent  temporary  pass¬ 
ing  the  dividend.  There  never  was  a  particle  of 
truth  in  this  statement. 

“That  the  employes  appreciate  the  opportuni'y 
offered  through  the  employes’  association  and 
have  confidence  in  the  future  of  the  company  is 
evidenced  by  the  fact  that  the  temporary  suspen¬ 
sion  of  our  preferred  dividend  has  not  materially 
reduced  the  total  of  -shares  under  contract  for  de¬ 
livery  to  them  upon  which  they  make  monthly 
payments  of  $1.00  per  share. 

“I  believe  compulsory  arbitration  to  be  imprac¬ 
ticable  and  that  it  would  be  unsatisfactory  in  its 
results.  I  am.  however,  in  favor  of  compulsory 


education,  and  I  would  make  patriotism  the  key¬ 
stone. 

“He  who  has  acquired  property  is  not  a  social¬ 
ist.  Teach  all  that  the  right  of  citizenship  is  a 
great  treasure  and  that  he  who  has  it  is  a  part¬ 
ner  in  a  government  which  re.-pccts  and  protects 
the  rights  and  liberty  of  each  citizen,  and  that 
the  humblest  born  may  fill  the  Irghest  position  in 
the  land.” 

Washington  County  Developments. 

Among  the  important  coal  properties  now  being 
developed  on  the  Wabash  railroad  in  the  Fitts- 
burg  district  is  that  of  the  new  Washington  Coun¬ 
ty  Coal  Co.,  which  was  started  this  week.  The 
initial  shaft  was  opened  Monday,  and  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  this,  work  has  been  commenced  on  the 
Pittsburg  &  Cross  Creek  railroad,  a  branch  of 
the  Wabash,  which  will  afford  transportation 
facilities  for  the  new  operations.  The  contract 
for  this  work  was  let  this  week  by  the  local  en¬ 
gineers  for  the  railroad,  Elliott  &  Baton. 

The  Washington  County  Coal  Co.  controls 
about  1,300  acres  of  Pittsburg  coal,  and  it  is  esti¬ 
mated  that  the  first  year  capacity  will  be  approxi¬ 
mately  2.000  tons  daily.  The  new  mines  will  be 
electrically  equipped,  together  with  double  tipples 
and  modern  chain-haulage  system.  The  new  Wa¬ 
bash  branch  on  which  the  operations  depend  will 
connect  a  number  of  important  coal  centers  which 
have  been  heretofore  destitute  of  rail  facilities. 
The  Washington  County  Coal  Co.  was  recently 
incorporated  under  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania  with 
a  capital,  of  $250,000.  N.  F.  Sanford,  of  this  city, 
is  president,  and  B.  U.  Young;  a  well-known  op¬ 
erator,  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  other  Pitts¬ 
burg  directors  are  J.  W.  Boileau  and  W.  J. 
Peebles. 

Probably  the  largest  piece  of  coal  land  ever 
taken  up  by  one  corporation  in  Washington  county 
was  this  week  purchased  in  option  by  the  Jones 
&  Laughlin  Co.,  of  this  city.  The  tract  includes 
16,000  acres  and  the  option  price  was  $250  per 
acre.  Jones  Bros.,  independent  operators  of 
Washington,  Pa.,  were  the  original  holders  of 
this  property.  They  took  up  the  tract  about  five 
years  ago  at  comparatively  a  low  price.  It  is 
undeveloped,  but  is  located  near  the  7,000  acres 
of  coal  now  being  operated  by  the  Jones  &  Laugh¬ 
lin  Co.  As  an  indication  of  the  high  price  of 
coal  lands  in  this  district  might  be  cited  the  re¬ 
cent  purchase  by  this  company  of  9,000  acres  from 
Thompson,  Seamans  &  Co.,  of  Uniontown,  for 
$333  per  acre.  The  vein  averages  seven  feet  in 
thickness — about  a  foot  thicker  than  average 
Pittsburg  coal. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

The  Harris-Smith  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  Union- 
town,  was  incorporated  this  week  with  a  capital 
of  $10,000,  the  directors  being  William  R.  Harris, 
of  Pittsburg,  and  Lloyd  H.  Smith  and  James  R. 
Carrothers,  of  Uniontown. 

J.  K.  Ewing,  president  of  the  Pittsburg  Block 
Coal  Co.,  is  an  inveterate  automobile  enthusiast, 
making  frequent  trips  to  the  mines  in  his  fa¬ 
vorite  car.  This  week  he  is  taking  an  automobde 
jaunt  through  the  state  of  Kentucky. 

The  Belmont  Coal  Mining  Co.  is  arranging  to 
equip  a  number  of  its  mines  with  modern  elec¬ 
trical  apparatus.  Already  much  of  the  ma¬ 
chinery  has  been  installed  and  another  month  will 
see  the  new  equipment  in  full  operation. 

The  Pittsburg  Coal  &  Fuel  Co.  recently  re¬ 
moved  its  offices  to  spacious  quarters  on  the 
tenth  floor  of  the  Farmers’  Bank  building,  the 
former  office  home  having  grown  too  small  by 
virtue  of  business  expansion  and  increased  office 
force. 

Vice-President  George  A.  Magoon,  of  the 
Shoenberger  Coal  Co.,  left  for  Muskegon,  IMich., 
Tuesday  noon  of  this  week,  haying  been  called 
there  by  the  sudden  death  of  his  mother.  Mrs. 
Magoon  resided  there  with  a  daughter.  Although 
of  advanced  age,  she  was  in  robust  health,  and 
her  demise  came  most  unexpectedly. 

The  memory  of  the  late  Capt.  John  F.  Dravo, 
who  died  last  week  at  his  Beaver  home,  will  be 
perpetuated  in  this  community  by  a  number  of 
associations  and  monuments.  The  Dravo  Water¬ 
ways  Improvement  Association  of  Beaver  county 
was  organized  this  week.  Aleetings  will  be  held 


regularly  and  a  number  of  important  river  im¬ 
provement  projects  which  were  originated  by 
Captain  Dravo  will  be  carried  to  completion  by 
the  society. 

A  serious  explosion  and  fire  occurred  at  the 
Hazel  Kirk  mines  of  the  new  Pittsburg  &  West¬ 
moreland  Coal  Co.  at  Monongahela,  Pa.,  Tues¬ 
day  noon.  Two  men  were  killed  by  suffocation 
and  a  dozen  men  in  the  mine  escaped.  The  two 
who  lost  their  lives  entered  the  mine  after  the 
explosion  and  met  an  onrush  of  fire-damp. 

The  Pittsburg  Block  Coal  Co.,  with  offices  in 
the  Farmers’  Bank  building,  is  opening  a  new 
mine  at  Hopedale,  Ohio,  on  the  Lake  Erie,  Al¬ 
liance  &  Wheeling  railroad.  'Hie  vein  is  Pitts¬ 
burg  No.  8.  and  the  capacity  will  be  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  1,000  tons  per  day.  'I'his  company  is 
installing  a  Christy  box  car  loader  at  its  Ginther 
mines. 

Owing  to  the  protracted  period  of  low  water 
stage  in  the  three  rivers,  the  Monogahela  River 
Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  found  it  im¬ 
perative  to  lay  off  about  300  men  who  have  been 
kept  at  work  at  the  fourteen  docks  of  the  company 
along  the  Monongahela  river.  A  large  force  of 
carpenters  and  boat  builders  has  been  kept  at 
work  for  the  last  six  months  increasing  the  ship¬ 
ping  facilities  of  the  company.  Several  hundred 
are  now  working  on  barges  alone. 

William  K.  Richards,  pre  ident  of  the  Richards 
Coal  Mining  Co.,  was  this  week  called  to  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ohio,  by  the  death  of  his  mother,  Mrs. 
Amelia  Richards,  who  died  Monday,  October 
ninth,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  For  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  Mrs.  Richards  made  her  home  ivith 
her  only  son,  William  K.  Richards,  at  Sewickley, 
Pa.,  but  spent  the  declining  years  of  her  life  at 
Columbus.  The  funeral  was  held  at  Columbus 
Wednesday  of  this  week.  R.  S.  Richards,  son  of 
W.  K.  Richards,  accompanied  his  father  to  that 
city.  The  offices  of  the  company  were  closed  the 
greater  part  of  the  week. 


The  St.  Louis  Coal  Market. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Oct.  12. —  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — There  has  been  no  material  change  in  the 
market  since  last  week.  It  is  the  same  old  story — 
prices  down  to  a  rock-bottom  basis  and  supply 
usually  exceeding  the  demand.  The  car  shortage 
in  the  Illinois  field  is  improving,  and  it  is  not 
quite  so  hard  to  obtain  equipment  as  it  has  been 
the  past  few  weeks.  'I'he  situation  as  to  trans¬ 
portation  could  be  improved  on,  however.  The 
average  dealer  is  looking  forward  to  a  better 
market  the  next  few  weeks,  and  there  seem  to 
be  grounds  for  his  optimism.  There  is  an  in¬ 
creasing  demand  for  “free”  coal,  and  all  indica¬ 
tions  point  to  the  fact  that  prices  will  improve 
soon. 

There  is  a  never-ending  struggle  in  this  mar¬ 
ket  to  increase  tonnage,  which  in  a  way  is  suicidal, 
because  it  means  underselling,  and  there  are  so 
many  small  operators  who  lell  their  product  here 
that  it  leaves  a  very  small  margin  of  profit  all 
around.  Shaker  screened  lump  can  be  had  at 
$1.15@2.00  f.  o.  b.  East  St.  Louis. 

September  Receipts  of  Coal. 

Of  the  sixteen  coal-hauling  roads  into  St.  Louis, 
the  Illinois  Central  ranks  first  in  point  of  tonnage. 
During  the  month  of  September  this  road  hauled 
2,013  cars,  or  71,549  tons,  which  is  thirteen  per 
cent  of  the  entire  tonnage  coming  into  this  mar¬ 
ket. 

'I'he  total  number  of  cars  arriving  here  the  past 
month  was  15,185,  or  552,091  tons,  which  is  an 
increase  of  108  cars  and  10,618  tons  over  the 
same  period  last  year. 

The  retail  market  continues  steady.  There  is 
a  fairly  good  demand  and  things  seem  to  be  stiff¬ 
ening  up  considerably.  All  the  yard.'  are  busy 
making  fall  deliveries,  and  everything  seems  to 
wear  a  cheerful,  and  at  the  same  busy,  aspect. 
There  is  a  very  large  fall  trade  this  year,  which  is 
primarily  due  to  the  fact  that  so  many  house¬ 
holders  either  were  away  or  moving  during  the 
summer. 

Shipments  of  Pennsylvania  anthracite  are  fair. 
Most  of  this  coal  comes  into  this  city  over  the 
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Vandalia-Pennsylvania  lines.  They  are  bringing 
the  coal  through  in  good  time  and  do  not  seem 
to  be  bothered  much  by  the  car  famine  in  the 
east. 

Most  of  this  anthracite  is  very  well  prepared 
this  season  and  satisfaction  is  expected  from  it 
on  the  part  of  buyers.  Small  egg  is  usually  the 
best  seller  in  this  city  and  dealers  report  good 
sales.  Prices  are  the  same  as  last  week,  viz., 
$8.25  for  broken  coal  per  ton  delivered  and  $8.50 


for  the  smaller  sizes,  stove,  egg  and  chestnut, 
per  ton  delivered. 

The  demand  for  all  grades  of  domestic  bitu¬ 
minous  coals  is  increasing,  but  prices  do  not  seem 
to  be  advancing.  Gas  is  used  for  cooking  pur¬ 
poses  during  the  summer,  but  as  soon  as  it  gets 
cold  the  old-fashioned  cook  stove  comes  back 
into  use,  and  with  it  coal  is  required. 

The  demand  for  all  grades  of  Arkansas  an¬ 


thracite  continues  fair.  This  particular  grade  of 
coal  gave  good  satisfaction  to  consumers  last  year 
and  an  increased  demand  is  likely.  The  coal  is 
better  prepared  than  last  year.  Shipments  are 
satisfactory  and  the  supply  quite  equals  the  de¬ 
mand.  Prices  on  this  coal  range  at  $7.10@7.30 
per  ton  delivered.  Distributers  of  Arkansas  semi¬ 
anthracite  report  that  they  have  had  good  sales, 
considering  the  fact  that  this  description  is  new 
to  this  market. 


Market  Conditions  and  Trade  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 


Office  of  T he  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Oct.  12. 

With  the  exception  of  the  car  supply,  the 
Cincinnati  coal  market  is  in  excellent  condition. 
There  is  a  good  demand  for  all  grades  of  coal, 
from  the  highest  quality  of  lump  to  the  cheap¬ 
est  nut  and  slack,  and  prices  gradually  are 
advancing.  The  supply  of  cars  furnished  by 
most  of  the  railroads  this  week  was  a  little 
better  than  it  has  been  for  some  time,  but  on 
the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  and  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  there  is  room  for  considerable  improve¬ 
ment  yet.  Indeed,  most  of  the  best  informed 
coal  men  look  for  a  decided  further  slump 
in  the  car  supply,  and  some  of  them  say  that 
the  railroads  can  not  even  keep  up  the  present 
tonnage.  Added  to  the  other  reasons  for  a 
strong  market,  the  weather  suddenly  turned  al¬ 
most  as  cold  as  winter,  and. this  drop  in  tem¬ 
perature  was  followed  by  hundreds  of  whole¬ 
sale  and  retail  orders  for  coal.  The  retail  busi¬ 
ness  has  been  exceptionally  good  all  the  fall, 
ind  a  number  of  the  largest  concerns  have  had 
lots  of  “no  hurry”  orders  on  their  books,  but  the 
first  breath  of  winter  made  the-telephone  say  in 
scores  of  cases;  “We  would  like  to  have  our 
coal  now.”  Some  of  the  retail  people  who  hire 
their  hauling  done,  and  who  have  been  getting 
farther  and  farther  behind  in  their  deliveries 
are  now  almost  swamped  with  demands  for 
coal  to  be  delivered  immediately.  On  the  whole, 
therefore,  the  Cincinnati  general  market  is  in 
a  most  satisfactory  condition,  especially  from 
the  sellers’  standpoint. 

Higher  Prices  Are  Predicted. 

The  first  cold  wave  of  the  season  was  suffi¬ 
cient  to  make  the  retail  dealers  begin  to  talk 
of  an  advance  in  prices,  and  it  is  almost  a  set¬ 
tled  conclusion  that  splint  coals  will  cost  at 
least  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  more  on  or  before 
November  first.  These  coals  are  now  selling  for 
$3.25  a  ton  delivered  to  families  and  other  small 
consumers,  and  after  an  advance  of  twenty- 
five  cents  a  ton,  the  price  is  likely  to  rernain 
steady  all  winter.  Pocahontas  and  New  River 
lump  and  egg  coal  are  worth  $4.00  a  ton  deliv¬ 
ered  to  families,  and  this  price  is  probably  as 
high  as  it  will  go  this  winter  unless  very  un¬ 
usual  conditions  arise.  To  get  the  price  of 
smokeless  coal  much  higher  would  start  hun¬ 
dreds  and  thousands  of  families  to  using  an¬ 
thracite  again,  and  the  smokeless  people  had 
such  a  struggle  to  get  much  of  the  business  they 
now  enjoy  away  from  the  anthracite  people  that 
they  are  not  likely  to  raise  their  prices  to  such 
an  extent  that  the  latter  will  give  up  the  use  of 
this  coal. 

It  is  wonderful  to  note  the  rapid  change  in 
the  steam  coal  market  during  the  past  few 
weeks.  Less  than  a  month  ago  there  was  con¬ 
siderable  unsold  nut  and  slack  coal  on  tracks 
here,  and  several  concerns  had  to  name  some 
pretty  low  prices  to  avoid  demurrage.  It  is  all 
changed  now.  There  is  an  active  demand  for 
all  grades  of  steam  fuel.  Nut  and  slack  ranges 
from  sixty  cents  a  ton  upward  according  to 
quality,  and  Kanawha  gas  run-of-mine  that  pro¬ 
ducers  were  anxious  to  see  moving  a  few  weeks 
ago  at  eighty  cents  a  ton  at  the  mines  is  now  in 
great  demand  at  ninety-five  cents.  Pocahontas 
and  New  River  run-of-mine  is  held  firmly  by 
the  producers  at  $1.25  a  ton  at  the  mines,  and 
lump  and  egg  sells  readily  at  $2.25  a  ton  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine.  In  justice  to  the  proddeers  and  sell¬ 
ing  agencies  it  must  be  said  they  did  not  cancel 
unfilled  orders  October  first,  as  they  did  on  Sep¬ 
tember  first,  but  are  still  working  away  on  Sep¬ 
tember  business,  in  many  cases  filling  all  orders 


accepted.  Companies  which  were  fortunate 
enough  to  have  “free  coal”  are  now  reaping  a 
rich  harvest  at  present  prices.  To  last  week’s 
prices  for  splint  and  other  domestic  lump  coals 
another  ten  cents  a  ton  must  be  added.  Com¬ 
panies  that  quoted  $1.50  a  ton  last  week  are  now 
asking  and  getting  $1.60.  Coarse  lump  such  as 
three-inch,  four-inch,  etc.,  are  being  quoted  at 
$1.60  and  even  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  From 
this  time  forward  buyers  must  not  judge  coals 
by  their  price  alone,  considering  the  highest 
priced  the  best  coal.  Some  companies  producing 
medium  grades  of  coal  are  now  well  sold  up  and 
are  quoting  higher  prices  than  others  which 
were  higher  earlier  in  the  season,  and  which  are 
therefore  not  sq  closely  sold  up.  If  any  dealer 
or  consumer  can  buy  first-class  Kanawha  splint 
lump  at  less  than  $1.60  he  is  getting  a  bargain 
as  the  market  now  stands. 

Ohio  River  Is  Very  Low. 

The  Ohio  river  is  now  lower  than  it  has  been 
before  this  season.  It  is  unnecessary  therefore 
to  say  that  no  coal  is  coming  in  by  water,  and 
none  will  come,  in  all  probability,  until  Thanks¬ 
giving,  or  later.  The  excellent  demand  both 
wholesale  and  retail  is  having  its  effect  upon  river 
coal  held  in  storage  in  the  harbor,  and  while  no 
advance  has  been  made  in  prices  for  this  coal 
afloat,  there  is  greater  strength  in  the  market 
than  there  has  been  before  in  many  months. 
River  lump,  both  Pittsburg  and  Kanawha,  ranges 
at  7@7I4c  a  bushel  in  barges.  Nut  and  slack, 
which  has  been  rather  scarce,  is  comparatively 
more  plentiful  on  account  of  the  increased  de¬ 
mand  for  family  coal,  this  making  a  lot  of  screen¬ 
ings  that  have  been  taking  the  place  of  regular 
river  nut  and  slack,  which  is  quoted  at  5@5I4c 
a  bushel  afloat  in  barges.  While  there  is  a  large 
amount  of  coal  afloat  in  the  harbor,  quite  a  large 
proportion  of  it  is  run-of-mine  intended  for  the 
New  Orleans  trade,  which  was  stopped  here  be¬ 
cause  there  was  not  enough  water  to  take  it 
through  at  the  time,  so  there  is  likely  to  be  an 
advance  any  time  now  in  the  price  of  river  coal. 
Dealers  will  not  use  run-of-mine  when  they  want 
lump  unle.^s  they  are  compelled  to,  and  the 
amount  of  lump  in  the  harbor  is  not  nearly  as 
large  as  many  coal  men  estimate  it  to  be.  River 
interests  that  elevate  coal  from  barges  and  load 
it  upon  cars  for  shipment  west  and  north  are 
quoting  prices  that  correspond  very  closely  to 
rail  figures  . 

Dixon  Buys  Kanawha  Mines. 

Another  coal  deal  of  considerable  importance 
was  completed  a  few  days  ago.  Samuel  Dixon, 
the  well-known  New  River  operator,  has  pur¬ 
chased  outright,  the  properties  of  the  Gordon 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  one  of  the  largest  operating 
companies  in  the  Kanawha  splint  field.  The  in¬ 
vasion  of  Mr.  Dixon  into  the  splint  and  gas  coal 
business  was  the  occjision  for  much  remark 
among  the  coal  men.  The  Gordon  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.  held  the  title  to  the  largest  single  field  of  No. 
5  coal  in  the  Kanawha  district.  Its  product  is 
well  known  as  Eureka  Block.  The  output  of  the 
mines,  as  reported  by  the  car  allotment  service 
of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad  is  nearly  J,000 
tons  of  coal  a  day.  The  new  owner  took  charge 
of  the  properties  Monday,  but  has  retained  the  old 
management,  George  Frazier  beifig  the  super¬ 
intendent. 

Harry  P.  Jones  Buys  Another  Mine. 

Harry  P.  Jones,  president  of  the  Big  Hill  Coal 
Co.,  concluded  a  deal  this  week  through  which  he 
becomes  owner  of  one-half  of  the  Wallsend  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  of  Wallsend,  Ky.  Chas.  E.  Hall,  presi¬ 


dent  of  the  company,  will  retain  the  position 
of  president  and  will  continue  to  look  after  the 
operating  end  of  the  business,  while  Mr.  Jones 
will  take  the  title  of  general  manager  and  treas¬ 
urer.  The  Big  Hill  Coal  Co,  will  become  the 
selling  agent  for  the  Wallsend  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
Figures  in  the  deal  were  not  given  out,  but  it  is 
understood  that  a  large  sum  was  paid,  for  the 
company  owns  the  fee  to  1,500  acres  of  coal  and 
has  a  thoroughly  equipped  plant  which  is  pro¬ 
ducing  about  700  tons  of  coal  a  day.  'The  min¬ 
ing  and  hauling  is  done  by  modern  machinery. 
The  plant  also  has  fifty  coke  ovens.  It  is  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  Cumberland  valley  division  of  the 
Louisville  &  Nashville  railroad,  and  is  218  miles 
from  Cincinnati.  Mr.  Jones  proposes  to  fur¬ 
ther  increa.se  the  output  of  the  mines  and  open 
up  other  seams  of  coal  on  the  property. 

NEWS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

H.  R.  Mather,  manager  of  the  Cincinnati  busi¬ 
ness  of  Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  returned  Tues¬ 
day  from  Philadelphia. 

Richard  Ellison,  of  C.  G.  Blake  &  Co.,  has 
just  returned  from  Europe,  where  he  has  been 
enjoying  himself  since  June  first. 

O.  P.  Curran,  president  of  the  Curran  Coal  Co., 
and  the  Economy  Fuel  Co.,  has  just  moved  into 
his  handsome  new  residence  in  Norwood. 

R.  S.  Magee,  sales  manager  of  the  Economy 
Fuel  Co.,  spent  part  of  the  week  at  mines  of  the 
company.  He  has  partly  recovered  from  his  re¬ 
cent  accident. 

W.  T.  Poole,  superintendent  of  the  William¬ 
son  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Williamson,  W.  Va.,  spent 
Monday  in  the  Queen  City.  The  Damascus  Coal 
Co.  is  selling  most  of  the  output  of  the  William¬ 
son  Co. 

J.  J.  Sullivan,  vice-president  of  the  Damascus 
Coal  Co.,  returned  a  day  or  two  ago  from  his  first 
trip  to  the  lakes  in  the  interest  of  the  new  com¬ 
pany.  He  succeeded  in  obtaining  some  very  sat¬ 
isfactory  business. 

James  B.  Hayward,  of  Monongahela,  Pa.,  was 
a  Cincinnati  business  visitor  during  the  week. 
He  was  formerly  superintendent  of  one  of  the 
mines  of  the  Big  Hill  Coal  Co.  in  Kentucky,  and 
was  here  as  a  witness  in  a  lawsuit. 

J.  E.  Davis,  president,  and  L.  h.  Hickley,  sec¬ 
retary  and  treasurer,  of  the  Island  Creek  Coal 
Sales  Co.,  were  here  on  business  during  the  week. 
The  present  trip  is  Mr.  Hickley’s  first  to  Cincin¬ 
nati  since  the  organization  of  the  company. 

J.  M.  Clements,  the  popular  young  manager  of 
the  retail  department  of  the  Luhrig  Coal  Co.,  is 
now  writing  all  the  advertisements  for  this  com¬ 
pany.  Last  year  the  Luhrig  Co.  spent  consid¬ 
erable  money  to  have  a  professional  advertise¬ 
ment  writer  prepare  its  publicity  matter,  but  Mr. 
Clements  is  turning  out  better  work  than  the  pro¬ 
fessional.  The  Luhrig  Co.  spends  more  money  for 
advertising  than  any  other  Cincinnati  coal  con¬ 
cern. 

H.  E.  Rodenfels,  one  of  the  most  efficient  and 
popular  employes  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Oliio  rail¬ 
road,  has  just  received  the  appointment  of  chief 
clerk  to  Thornton  Lewis,  with  a  substantial  ad¬ 
vance  in  salary.  Mr.  Rodenfels  has  had  cliarge 
of  the  coal  business  of  the  road  for  a  long  time, 
and  while  he  will  still  have  the  supervision  of 
this  important  part  of  the  traffic,  his  work  has 
been  broadened  considerably.  The  coal  men  arc 
glad  he  has  not  been  taken  away  from  them. 

F.  IT  Benedict,  believing  that  a  coal  salesman 
should  know  something  of  how  coal  is  produced 
and  prepared  at  the  mines  in  order  to  talk  intel- 
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ligently  to  his  customers,  sent  two  of  his  sales¬ 
men,  J.  M.  Breen  and  G,  Slaughter,  to  the 
Thacker  company’s  mines  recently  and  told  them 
to  stay  a  week  and  learn  everything  they  pos¬ 
sibly  could  in  that  time  about  Thacker  coal.  The 
young  men  came  back  with  a  fund  of  informa¬ 
tion  and  were  delighted  with  their  enforced  out¬ 
ing  and  the  probable  results  of  it.  Mr.  Benedict 
himself  is  one  of  the  best  informed  men  in  the 
city  on  coal. 

The  Curran  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Columbus  to  do  a  general  coal  business  here. 
While  O.  P.  Curran  Jr.  is  the  sole  owner  of  the 
company,  the  incorporators  are :  O.  P.  Curran 
Jr.,  R.  S.  Magee,  R.  C.  Crowthers,  R.  H.  P.artlit 
and  Norwood  J.  Utter.  The  new  company  will 
become  the  selling  agent  of  the  Economy  Fuel 
Co.,  a  Kanawha  mining  corporation  owned  hy 
Mr.  Curran,  and  will  take  over  the  business  of  the 
Economy  Fuel  Co.,  of  Cincinnati.  The  incor¬ 
poration  is  made  to  keep  the  mining  and  selling 
departments  of  Mr.  Curran’s  business  separate, 
and  no  changes  arc  contemplated  in  either  the 
mining  or  selling  company.  The  offices  in  the 
Mercantile  Library  building  will  be  continued. 


A  Southern  Coal  Operator. 

Charles  E.  Hall,  president  of  the  Wallsend  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  Wallsend,  Ky.,  is  one  of  the  most 
widely  known  and  popular  coal  men  in  the  Blue 
Grass  state.  He  has  just  completed  a  deal  by 
which  he  disposes  of  a  half  interest  in  his  ex¬ 


CHAS.  E.  HALL, 


tensive  business  to  Harry  P.  Jones,  the  youngest 
of  the  Jones  family  of  the  Pittsburg-Buffalo  Co., 
Pittsburg,  and  the  Big  Hill  Coal  Co.,  Cincinnati. 
While  Mr.  Hall  is  a  practical  coal  operator  and 
had  his  business  well  in  hand,  he  saw  advantages 
likely  to  accrue  from  a  connection  with  such 
eminently  successful  coal  men  as  are  identified 
with  these  interests,  and  considers  himself  for¬ 
tunate  in  closing  the  deal  he  has  just  made. 

Mr.  Hall  was  born  and  reared  in  New  York, 
but  spent  a  number  of  years  in  the  real  estate  and 
,  brokerage  business  in  England.  While  thus  en¬ 
gaged  he  was  selected  by  the  English  owners  of 
the  Wallsend  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  to  come  to  America 
and  look  after  their  interests.  He  has  been  in 
Kentucky  a  number  of  years  and  has  greatly 
improved  the  property  he  has  had  charge  of  and 
greatly  increased  the  tonnage  of  the  mines.  In  all 
the  meetings  of  southern  coal  operators  Mr.  Hall 
always  takes  a  prominent  part,  and  is  highly  re¬ 
spected  both  by  the  other  operators  of  the  state 
and  the  large  number  of  miners  and  others  with 
whom  he  has  business  dealings. 

V 

The  Commercial  Artificial  Fuel  Co.  has  filed 
papers  of  incorporation  at  Detroit,  Mich.  The 
capital  of  the  company  is  $500,000. 


Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  Oct.  12. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  coal  industry  in  this  field  is 
moving  along  about  the  same  as  at  last  reports. 
Dollar  coal  f.  o.  b.  at  the  mines  is  pretty  nearly 
the  fixed  minimum  for  run-of-mine  steam  prod¬ 
uct,  which  is  a  notable  improvement,  although 
there  is  no  doubt  but  what  these  figures  can  be 
shaded  for  certain  contract  requirernents.  Car 
supply  is  still  irregular  and  no  district  is  up  to 
its  normal  capacity  yet.  The  demand  is  very 
good. 

Considerable  activity  around  the  miners’  union 
headquarters  in  the  New  River  field  recently  leads 
to  the  belief  that  another  strong  effort  will  be 
made  to  organize  the  mine  workers  in  this  field. 
Local  organizers  have  been  augmented  by  others 
from  a  distance,  and  the  claim  is  made  that  they 
are  supplied  with  almost  unlimited  funds. 

The  disastrous  strike  conducted  for  several 
weeks  last  spring  in  the  Cabin  creek  section  of 
the  nearby  Kanawha  district  is  known  to  have 
cost  the  united  mine  workers  a  large  sum,  said 
in  some  circles  to  have  run  into  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars.  There  is  nothing  on  the 
surface  to  indicate  fruitful  missionary  work  along 
New  River  now,  and  about  the  orily  theory  that 
seems  plausible  is  that  the  activity  is  part  of 
John  Mitchell’s  plan  to  tie  up  part  of  West 
Virginia,  at  least,  if  a  general  strike  is  declared 
next  April. 

Outside  of  the  New  River-Kanawha  section 
there  is  not  the  slightest  indication  of  hope  along 
this  line  at  present,  and  while  the  union’s  officers 
may  have  cause  for  encouragement  they  must 
be  in  possession  of  knowledge  that  no  one  else 
can  discern,  even  by  the  hardest  kind  of  strain. 

Does  Not  Expect  Strike. 

“I  do  not  believe  there  will  be  a  strike  of  the 
bituminous  coal  miners  at  the  expiration  of  their 
present  wage  scale.”  This  statement  was  made 
in  Wheeling  yesterday  by  George  Harrison,  the 
chief  mine  inspector  of  Ohio,  who  came  with  a 
number  of  Ohio  state  officials  on  an  inspection 
of  the  mines  in  the  eastern  Ohio  district.  In¬ 
spector  Harrison  went  on  to  say  that  the  many 
erroneous  reports  had  been  circulated  as  to  a 
strike,  and  he  seemed  certain  that  the  operators 
and  workers  would  get  together  when  the  occa¬ 
sion  required,  without  going  to  unwelcome  ex¬ 
tremes. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Oct.  12. — (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)— TThe.  first  breath  of  winter  has  done 
wonders  for  the  coal  trade  here,  both  in  the  whole¬ 
sale  and  retail  lines.  With  the  mercury  going 
down  at  a  rapid  clip  the  telephones  in  the  offices 
of  the  coal  dealers  were  jingling  a  merry  and 
profitable  tune.  The  business  yesterday  and  to¬ 
day  was  a  record  breaker  for  a  backward  season, 
and  for  the  first  time  the  fall  trade  has  approached 
what  it  normally  ought  to  be. 

Prices  at  retail  remain  about  as  they  were  the 
first  of  the  month,  when  there  was  a  slight  ad¬ 
vance  in  anthracite  and  all  grades  of  smokeless. 
Many  of  the  dealers,  wholesalers  as  well  as  re¬ 
tailers,  are  complaining  that  prices  are  not  high 
enough,  so  it  would  not  be  surprising  if  there 
was  a  further  general  advance  before  the  first  of 
November.  It  will  depend,  though,  very  largely 
on  the  weather  whether  .or  not  prices  advance 
within  the  next  thirty  days. 

Exchange  Has  Been  Dissolved. 

The  Indianapolis  dealers  are  getting  $7.25  for 
anthracite,  delivered,  which  is  twenty-five  cents 
a  ton  less  than  they  received  at  this  time  last  year. 
Manv  of  them  are  paying  more  than  $6.00  a  ton 
f.  o.'b.  cars  for  this  coal.  Their  margin  on  all 
grades,  they  say,  is  too  small.  Fear  is  also  ex¬ 
pressed  that  the  local  retail  market  will  become 
demoralized,  as  the  Indianapolis  Coal  Exchange, 
which  has  regulated  prices,  has  gone  out  of  busi¬ 
ness.  Charles  R.  Jones,  who  acted  as  secretary 
of  the  exchange  for  four  years,  has  closed  the 
office  in  the  State  Life  building  and  accepted  a 
position  with  the  Indianapolis  Coal  Co. 


The  provisions  of  the  West  Virginia  child  labor 
law  have  been  called  to  the  attention  of  every 
operator  in  this  state  in  a  circular  letter  sent  out 
at  the  instance  of  Governor  Dawson,  who  did  so 
after  several  complaints  had  been  filed  in  Chief 
Inspector  Paul’s  office.  The  present  law,  which 
was  passed  last  February,  raised  the  age  limit 
from  twelve  to  fourteen  years  to  comply  with  the 
compulsory  school  law. 

Notes  From  West  Virginia. 

The  innovation  of  posting  up  in  the  mines  of 
the  eastern  Ohio  district  certain  safety  provisions 
in  several  foreign  languages  has  been  copied  now 
throughout  Ohio,  and  the  plan  is  conceded  to  have 
largely  lessened  the  number  of  fatalities.  By  the 
use  of  foreign  languages  the  foreign  miner  gets 
an  intelligent  understanding  of  necessary  safe¬ 
guards  that  otherwise  he  could  obtain  inade¬ 
quately. 

The  first  shipment  on  the  Panama  canal  con¬ 
tract  secured  by  the  Fairmont  Coal  Co.  has  been 
made,  amounting  to  10,000  tons,  sent  in  two 
cargoes.  The  remainder  will  be  shipped  as  fast 
as  the  government  requires  the  coal.  It  is  now 
confidently  expected  that  the  Fairmont  field  will 
supply  all  the  fuel  needed  for  steam-producing 
purposes  on  the  isthmus. 

Z.  F.  Robertson,  purchasing  agent  for  the 
Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  with  several  of  the  managers 
of  the  various  stores  of  that  corporation,  was  in 
Wheeling  a  day  or  so  ago.  The  party  came  to 
buy  supplies  for  the  stores,  and  this  was  one  of 
a  series  of  stops.  The  members  visited  New 
York,  Philadelphia  and  other  cities,  getting  quo¬ 
tations  and  making  purchases.  The  trip  is  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  systematic  management  of  that  pro¬ 
gressive  company. 

The  Southern  Coal  &  Transportation  Co.,  op¬ 
erating  extensive  •  mines  in  Barbour  county, 
which  was  recently  acquired  by  the  Fairmont  Coal 
Co.,  has  filed  a  protest  with  the  county  officials 
against  the  granting  of  liquor  licenses  within 
reach  of  its  mines.  This  is  in' line  with  similar 
steps  taken  in  other  parts  of  the  state  by  coal 
companies  who  realize  they  get  the  best  results 
in  no-license  communities. 

The  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  has  cap¬ 
tured  the  city  gas  contract  at  Richmond,  Va., 
amounting  to  9,000  tons  at  $2.80  a  ton. 


F'or  nearly  four  years  the  exchange  included  a 
majority  of  the  dealers  and  they  worked  together 
fairly  well  until  last  winter,  when  there  was  a 
visible  absence  of  harmony,  which  increased  so 
much  this  fall  that  there  was  not  much  protest 
against  the  suggestion  that  it  be  abandoned.  The 
exchange  was  lampooned  by  the  local  papers  here 
for  a  long  time  for  fixing  the  prices,  and  an  ef¬ 
fort  was  even  made  to  indict  some  of  the  members 
on  the  ground  that  they  constituted  a  trust,  but 
in  spite  of  that  some  of  the  dealers  insist  that  it 
was  a  good  thing  for  the  public  as  well  as  the 
members.  There  is  some  talk  now  of  attempting 
to  reorganize  among  the  larger  dealers,  but  it  is 
probable  that  nothing  will  be  done  along  that  line 
during  the  ensuing  winter.  Each  retailer  will 
make  his  own  prices. 

Business  Outlook  Is  Encouraging. 

'All  of  the  Indiana  companies  are  complaining 
of  a  shortage  of  cars.  The  same  complaint  is 
heard  at  the  headquarters  of  the  mine  workers, 
where  it  is  said  that  work  is  slack  in  all  bitu¬ 
minous  fields  because  of  the  scarcity  of  flats.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  summer  the  miners  worked  about  two 
days  a  week  in  Indiana.  There  would  be  plent>’ 
of  work  for  them  and  good  business  for  the  oper¬ 
ators  if  they  could  get  cars,  but  the  scarcity  is 
preventing  them  from  running  the  mines  more 
than  three  or  four  days  a  week.  Because  of  the 
scarcity  of  flats  the  mine  workers  here  discredit 
the  reports  that  the  operators  are  laying  in  an  im¬ 
mense  supply  of  coal  so  as  to  be  prepared  for  a 
strike  or  lockout  next  spring. 

The  prices  for  Indiana  coal  at  the  mines  have 
stiffened  during  the  last  fortnight.  Business  has 
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Conditions  in  the 

Columbus,  Ohio,  Oct.  12. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)— Hocking  coal  continues  to  be  in  de¬ 
mand  beyond  the  ability  of  the  operators  to  get 
it  to  market.  Reports  showed  that  on  last  Sat¬ 
urday  at  Chicago,  one  of  the  most  important  sell¬ 
ing  points  for  Hocking,  the  available  supply  was 
only  twenty-five  cars.  During  the  past  week  Chi¬ 
cago  dealers  have  been  in  Columbus  looking  over 
the  situation. 

There  has  been  no  relief  in  the  car  shortage, 
the  trouble,  if  anything,  being  aggravated.  It  is 
not  so  much  due  to  an  inadequate  equipment  of 
the  coal-carrying  companies  as  to  the  unusual 
difficulty  experienced  in  getting  empties  back  from 
other  lines  owing  to  the  heavy  movement  of  grain. 

It  is  stated  that  twice  as  many  cars  as  are  now 
available  could  be  used  in  coal  transportation 
from  this  territory. 

Domestic  lump  remains  firm  at  $1.50  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  and  there  is  some  sentiment  against  any 
further  formal  advance,  on  the  ground  that  this 
conservative  figure  can  be  maintained  indefinitely, 
whereas  the  reaction  from  a  higher  quotation 
when  the_  demand  lessens  would  be  more  likely 
to  result  in  a  demoralized  market.  A  little  fore¬ 
taste  of  cold  weather  at  the  present  time,  how¬ 
ever,  would  have  the  effect  of  placing  a  premium 
upon  early  delivery  and  prices  would  thus  advance 
themselves.  Most  producers  are  from  ten  days 
to  two  weeks  behind  with  their  orders  and  many 
traveling  men  have  been  called  in  off  the  road. 

All  orders  taken  for  future  delivery  are  made 
subject  to  increase  in  price.  Companies  which 
loaded  themselves  up  with  cheap  contract  business 
early  in  the  season  regret  their  lack  of  confidence 
in  the  future. 

Resumption  of  operation  or  increase  of  output 
on  the  part  of  many  manufacturing  concerns. 


Hocking  Valley. 

incident  to  this  time  of  year,  has  stimulated  steam 
trade.  T4iere  is  an  almost  unprecedented  demand 
for  fine  coal  and  prices  within  the  past  few  weeks 
have  advanced  from  25@30c  to  50@60c  f.  o.  b  the 
mine. 

Personal  and  General  Notes. 

A  new  retail  concern  known  as  the  Murray  City 
Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital 
of  $25,000. 

S.  F.  L.  Dean,  of  the  Eagle  Coal  Co.,  spent 
several  days  last  week  in  Toledo  in  the  interest 
of  his  company,  which  operates  both  in  the  Ohio 
and  Indiana  fields. 

Harry  E.  Loomis,  of  the  National  Coal  Co., 
has  organized  a  new  corporation  known  as  the 
Puritan  Coal  Co.,  composed  of  Akron,  Ohio,  cap¬ 
italists.  A  mine  has  been  acquired  in  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  field. 

W.  T.  Sawyer,  an  independent  sales  agent,  with 
offices  in  the  Wheeler  building,  has  removed  to 
the  Schultz  building,  having  quarters  adjoining 
the  Washington  Fuel  Co.,  with  which  concern  he 
will  hereafter  cooperate. 

E.  L.  Ensign,  formerly  connected  with  C.  M. 
Anderson  and  also  with  the  W.  J.  Hamilton  Coal 
Co.,  has  been  engaged  as  the  Indiana  represen¬ 
tative  of  the  Washington  Fuel  Co.  His  head¬ 
quarters  will  be  Indianapolis. 

A  party  of  Pittsburg  capitalists,  including  W. 
R.  Woodford,  G.  W.  Schluederberg,  E.  J.  Taylor 
and  W.  W.  Keefer,  spent  a  few  days  in  Columbus 
and  the  Hocking  valley  last  week  on  the  occasion 
of  the  opening  of  two  new  mines  of  the  New  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Coal  Co. 


The  Missouri  River  Coal  Trade 


been  encouraging  notwithstanding  the  shortage  of 
transportation  facilities.  The  cold  snap  has  stim¬ 
ulated  the  wholesaler’s  business  and  prices  at 
the  mines  have  gone  up  on  an  average  of  ten 
cents  a  ton  on  practically  all  grades. 

At  nearly  all  the  mines  best  No.  4  lump  is  sell¬ 
ing  at  $1.50,  while  Nos.  5  and  6  are  selling  at 
$1.40;  egg  and  nut,  $1.40 ;  mine-run,  $1.00@1. 10,  ac¬ 
cording  to  quality;  screenings,  60@70  cents.  To 
these  prices  fifty  cents  a  ton  is  added  for  ship¬ 
ment  to  the  Indianapolis  markets  and  sixty  cents 
to  the  gas  belt  as  freight  rates. 

Decision  in  Rate  Case  Soon. 

It  was  learned  from  a  private  source  today  that 
the  case  before  the  Indiana  Railway  Commission 
involving  the  .future  of  the  coal  business  in  the 
gas  belt — one  of  the  largest  markets  in  the  state — 
will  be  settled  Monday  or  Tuesday  next,  so  that 
the  business  there  will  not  be  disturbed.  This  will 
be  welcome  news  to  the  operators  and  wholesalers 
who  feared  that  the  commission  would  try  to 
establish  a  uniform  freight  rate,  which  would 
probably  have  ruined  the  market,  as  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  railroads  said  that  if  the  rates 
were  changed  they  would  have  to  be  increased. 

On  the  other  hand  representatives  of  scores  of 
the  largest  industries  in  Indiana,  which  are  lo¬ 
cated  in  the  gas  belt,  informed  the  railway  com¬ 
missioners  that  they  would  have. to  quit  business 
or  move  if  the  price  of  coal  was  increased.  The 
question  of  making  a  uniform  rite  came  up  on  a 
complaint  from  Elwood,  where  the  manufacturers 
have  a  sixty  cent  rate,  other  users  of  steam  coal 
seventy-five  cents  and  general  consumers  eighty- 
five  cents.  The  railroads  threatened  to  charge 
eighty-five  cents  for  all  grades  if  the  present  scale 
was  changed. 

The  railway  commission  law  says  there  shall 
be  no  discrimination  in  rates,  but  it  is  understood 
that  the  commission  will  decide  that  there  has 
been  no  discrimination.  “Let  well  enough  alone” 
will  be  the  policy  it  will  adopt.  One  Indiana  oper¬ 
ator  estimated  today  under  favorable  conditions 
the  consumption  of  coal  by  the  gas  belt  indus¬ 
tries  at  5,000  tons  daily.  Most  of  this  coal  comes 
from  the  Indiana  mines,  so  that  to  advance  the 
rates  under  the  circumstances  would  mean  not 
only  the  closing  of  gas  belt  industries,  but  the 
closing  down  of  many  mines,  throwing  hundreds 
of  miners  out  of  employment  and  depriving  the 
operators  of  a  return  on  their  investment. 

Notes  from  the  Field. 

The  Vandalia  Coal  Co.  has  bought  the  property 
of  the  Indianapolis  Coal  Co.  and  consolidated  it 
with  the  local  business  of  the  old  Island  Coal  Co. 
The  combination  will  be  known  as  the  Indianap¬ 
olis  Coal  Co.  and  will  be  in  charge  of  John 
George,  former  president  of  the  Indianapolis 
Coal  Co. 

There  was  a  conference  at  the  headquarters  of 
the  mine  workers  today  between  A.  M.  Ogle, 
president  of  the  Vandalia  Coal  Co.,  Phil  H.  Penna, 
commissioner  for  the  Indiana  operators,  and  a 
delegation  of  miners  headed  by  Wellington  O’Con¬ 
ner,  president  of  district  No.  11  of  the  Indiana 
bituminous  fields.  A  difficulty  has  arisen  at  the 
Atlas  mine  in  the  Linton  fields,  but  the  miners 
have  remained  at  work  pending  a  settlement. 

The  auditing  committee  of  the  united  mine 
workers,  which  has  been  in  session  for  three 
weeks,  completed  its  work  today,  but  Secretary- 
treasurer  Wilson  was  not  ready  to  state  the  result 
to  the  public.  His  report  relative  to  the  member¬ 
ship  shows  there  was  a  paid  up  membership  of 
257,545  at  the  close  of  September,  an  increase  of 

II, 000  over  August.  It  is  not  known  what  per 
cent  of  the  increase  was  in  the  anthracite  fields, 
as  he  would  not  say.  The  officials  of  the  mine 
workers  evidently  do  not  anticipate  a  general 
strike  next  spring  and  they  say  talk  to  that  effect 
is  for  the  purpose^  of  stimulating  the  market  and 
to  advance  the  price  of  stock  in  the  big  corpora¬ 
tions.  Secretary-treasurer  Wilson  has  been  ex¬ 
pecting  President  Mitchell  home  every  day  this 
week  from  his  long  campaign  in  the  anthracite 
fields.  President  Mitchell  is  expected  to  remain 
here  till  after  the  convention  in  January. 

V 

The  Johnson  Cooperative  Coal  Co.,  Fairbury, 

III. ,  has  changed  its  name  to  the  West  End  Coal 
Co.  It  is  expected  that  the  company  will  begin 
hoisting  coal  very  soon. 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Oct.  12. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — For  the  first  time  since  last  spring 
coal  is  being  burned  for  heating  purposes  this 
week  in  many  of  the  homes  in  Kansas  City. 
September  and  the  first  week  in  October  were  un¬ 
usually  warm  in  the  Missouri  valley,  but  a  change 
in  the  weather  came  this  week  with  the  cool 
evenings  and  the  crisp  mornings  that  made  fires 
in  furnaces  and  heating  stoves  a  necessity.  The 
drop  in  the  temperature  may  not  be  permanent, 
but  it  quickly  retired  the  ice  wagon  to  the  stable, 
and  brought  out  the  coal  cart.  Orders  for  coal 
poured  in  on  the  retail  dealers  from  householders, 
and  there  was  inaugurated  what  promises  to  be 
a  good  season  in  the  domestic  trade  in  Kansas 
City.  This  trade  may  break  some  records  if  Kan¬ 
sas  City  has  a  winter  of  average  severity.  The 
supply  of  coal_  in  the  homes  is  lower  than  it 
has  been  at  this  time  in  many  years. 

Retail  prices,  which  were  advanced  in  the 
middle  of  September,  remain  unchanged.  They 
are  on  a  profitable  basis  for  all  classes  and  grades 
of  coal,  especially  since  the  recent  reduction  in 
freight  rates  by  the  Kansas  railroads.  It  is  rare¬ 
ly  that  the  coal  dealer  is  given  the  double  blessing 
of  better  prices  and  lower  freight  rates  at  the 
same  time.  Retail  coal  prices,  however,  are  lower 
in  this  market  than  they  were  two  years  ago,  and 
another  advance  in  prices  soon  is  probable,  espe¬ 
cially  as  a  raise  in  wholesale  quotations  on  bitu¬ 
minous  and  semianthracite  coal  is  contemplated. 

Trade  Outlook  is  Encouraging. 

Representatives  of  the  wholesale  coal  com¬ 
panies  and  operators  in  the  southwestern  dis¬ 
trict  met  in  Kansas  City  last  week  and  discussed 
the  market  outlook.  Despite  the  competition  of 
fuel  oil  and  natural  gas  in  this  district,  the  pros¬ 
pects  for  a  heavy  trade  in  coal  this  winter  were 
thought  to  be  good.  The  transportation  and 
manufacturing  demand  for  coal  was  reported  to 
be  increasing.  It  was  practically  decided  at  the 
meeting  to  advance  wholesale  prices  on  coal  some 
time  this  month.  The  advance  will  correspond  to 
the  raise  of  ten  to  fifteen  cents  a  ton  made  on 
October  first  in  Indiana  and  Illinois. 


Kansas  coal  dealers  are  complaining  to  the 
railroad  commissioners  of  that  state,  that  the  rail¬ 
road  companies  refuse  to  obey  the  law  enacted 
last  winter  requiring  them  to  appoint  weighmas- 
ters  to  weigh  coal  loaded  for  shipment  at  the 
mines.  The  complaint  is  that  for  several  years 
the  weights  furnished  by  the  mine  operators  and 
railroad  companies  have  not  agreed,  and  the  pass¬ 
ing  of  the  law  requiring  the  appointment  of 
weighmasters  was  a  result  of  this  dissatisfaction. 
Coal  dealers  accept  the  weights  of  coal  operators 
in  paying  for  the  coal,  and  later  the  railroad 
companies  reweigh  the  coal  and  change  the  freight 
to  the  basis  of  their  own  weights.  The  dealers 
say  the  railroad  weights  are  invariably  in  excess 
of  mine  weights.  Often,  the  dealers  say,  the 
shortage  will  be  from  two  to  four  tons  on  a  car 
of  coal. 

Coal  Overcomes  Fuel  Oil. 

Insurance  companies  are  insisting  on  rigid  regu¬ 
lations  regarding  the  storing  of  fuel  oil  where  it 
is  burned  in  Kansas  City  factories  or  buildings. 
In  some  instances  they  have  refused  to  write  fire 
policies  where  the  oil  was  not  properly  stored. 
The  manual  training  high  school  of  Kansas  City 
has  discarded  coal  for  oil  under  its  boilers,  and 
at  the  city  hall  where  a  similar  test  was  made  the 
use  of  oil  is  said  not  to  be  satisfactory  and  a 
change  back  to  coal  may  be  made.  A  big  Kansas 
City  brewery,  which  has  been  burning  oil.  has 
taken  out  the  burners  and  is  using  coal  again. 
The  Standard  Oil  Co.  is  vigorously  pushing  the 
movement  to  supplant  coal  with  oil  in  factories 
and  other  buildings,  and  strangely  enough,  it  is 
the  insurance  companies,  and  not  the  coal  com¬ 
panies  that  is  actively  opposing  the  big  oil  trust. 
Regarding  the  danger  to  Kansas  City  from  fuel 
oil  an  insurance  agent  said  recently: 

“Kansas  City  is  permitting  oil  to  be  stored  un¬ 
der  the  streets,  under  buildings  and  in  surface 
tanks.  If  the  council  will  permit  that,  then  it 
will  permit  the  storage  of  dynamite  under  the 
sidewalks.  I  was  in  a  building  today  where  oil 
is  used  for  heating  water  to  make  steam  for  the 
elevators  and,  in  the  winter,  the  radiators.  The 
owner  of  the  building  asserted  that  he  exercised 
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every  safeguard,  inasmuch  as  he  had  his  oil’  below 
his  grates,  and  so  in  a  position  that  it  could  not 
leak  into  the  firebox.  Then,  when  boasting  how 
he  had  taken  precautions  to  conduct  the  escap¬ 
ing  gas  out  of  the  oil  chambers  he  pointed  to 
a  vent  in  his  chimney.  The  first  thing  lightning 
would  strike  would  be  the  flag  staff  or  flie  chim¬ 
ney,  and  if  it  ever  gets  into  that  chimney  there 
will  be  a  newspaper  account  of  the  collapse  of  a 
great  building  with  probably  a  heavy  loss  of  life. 

“I  grant  oil  will  end  the  smoke  nuisance,  but  it 
invites  a  general  conflagration.  The  climax  is 
reached  when  the  council  grants  permits  to  store 
oil  under  the  public  streets  and  in  buildings  which 
arc  heavily  tenanted  by  men,  women  and  children. 
It  is  beyond  all  credence.” 

Prominent  Coal  Operator  Ill. 

Richard  II.  Keith,  president  of  the  Central  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  is  dangerously  ill  at  his  home  in 
Kansas  City.  His  death  is  expected  at  any  time. 
Mr.  Keith  is  suffering  from  a  collapse  brought  on 
by  over-work.  He  has  been  ill  for  more  than  a 
year  and  has  been  to  Europe,  and  spent  last  win¬ 
ter  in  New  Orleans  in  the  hope  of  regaining  his 
health.  The  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  which  Mr. 
Keith  and  John  Perry  organized  and  piloted  to 
great  success,  is  the  largest  coal  company  west  of 
the  Mississippi  river,  except  the  Colorado  Fuel  & 
Iron  Co. 


Coal  Man  as  Candidate. 

Adolf  Bergman,  connected  with  the  retail  coal 
business  of  the  city  of  Chicago  for  twenty-two 
years,  has  been  nominated  on  the  republican 
ticket  as  a  candidate  for  drainage  trustee.  This 


ADOLF  BERGMAN. 


nomination,  practically,  is  equivalent  to  an  elec¬ 
tion  in  the  district  in  which  Mr.  Bergman  is  a 
resident.  Owing  to  his  long  residence  in  the  city 
he  is  anxious,  however,  to  make  as  much  of  a 
showing  as  possible. 

Mr.  Bergman  is  the  owner  of  the  Bergman 
Express  &  Storage  Co.,  115  Lincoln  avenue.  He 
came  to  Chicago  in  1883,  and  began  his  business 
career  in  the  coal  business,  upon  his  arrival,  at 
the  location  which  he  now  occupies,  having  con¬ 
tinued  there  without  interruption  during  the  long 
intervening  period.  The  election  of  drainage 
trustees  will  occur  November  seventh. 

Mr.  Bergman  was  born  in  Stockholm,  Sweden, 
in  1846,  and  began  life  as  a  cornmon  sailor  at 
thirteen  years  of  age.  He  has  sailed  around  the 
world  several  times,  and  for  twelve  years  was 
master  of  an  ocean-going  sailing  vessel.  He  be¬ 
came  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  upon  his 
arrival  in  this  country,  and  at  the  last  national 
election  was  one  of  the  Roosevelt  electors  in  the 
state  of  Illinois.  He  has  always  been  prominent 
in  the  councils  of  the  republican  party. 


Indiana  Merger  Doing  Business. 


The  United  h'ourth  Vein  Coal  Co.,  the  last 
of  the  mergers  of  coal  interests  in  Indiana,  has 
now  been  comiileted  and  is  ready  for  business. 
This  company  owns  and  will  operate  eight  coal 
propcTties  located  on  the  Southern  Indiana  rail¬ 
road  in  the  very  heart  of  the  Linton  district. 
Only  the  best  mines  in  that  territory  were  se¬ 
lected  by  the  promoters  of  the  consolidation.  All 
of  them  have  been  profitable  under  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  separate  operating  companies,  and  it  is 
expected  they  will  prove  equally  so  under  the 
direction  of  the  new  bwnership. 

'I'lie  United  I'ourth  Vein  Coal  Co.  is  capitalized 
at  $1,000,000.  None  of  the  stock  has  been  offered 
jiuhlicly  for  sale  and  none  of  it  can  be_  bought  at 
the  present  time,  which  is  an  indication  of  the 
high  regard  in  which  it  is  held  by  those  who  have 
invested  in  it.  The  mines  taken  over  are  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

L.  T.  Dickason  Freeman  North  Linton 

Sponsler  Black  Creek  Black  Hawk. 

Antioch  Island  Valley 

These  properties  all  produce  the  No.  4  vein  of 
coal,  which  is  held  in  high  regard  both  for  do¬ 
mestic  and  steam  use.  Tliey  are  located  in  ter¬ 
ritory  tributary  to  the  city  of  Linton,  which  will 
he  the  headquarters  for  the  new  consolidation, 
and  owing  to  their  convenient  location  in  the 

same  field  and  within  reach  of  each  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  mines,  it  is  anticipated  that  important  econ¬ 
omies  can  be  accomplished  in'  the  operatir.g  end 
of  the  business. 

Will  Have  a  Large  Capacity. 

The  normal  capacity  of  these  eight  mines  is 
estimated  to  be  8,000  tons  of  coal  a  day  or  a  total 
of  about  2,000,000  tons  annually,  allowing  for  250 
working  days.  At  present  they  are  not  producing 
up  to  this  capacity,  owing  to  the  fact  that  car 
supply  is  inadequate.  When  the  Southern  Indiana 
railway  completes  its  line  to  Chicago  Heights  and 
gains  an  entrance  into  Chicago,  it  is  expected 
there  will  be  a  marked  improvement  in  the  situ¬ 
ation  as  to  transportation,  and  that  the  company 
will  be  able  to  increase  its  output  most  materially. 


The  officers  of  the  new  merger  are  practically 
operating  men  of  long  experience  in  the  Indiana 
field.  Job  Freeman,  who  owned  several  of  the 
properties  included  in  the  merger,  is  president. 
Mr.  Freeman  has  been  successful  as  an  individual 
operator  and  has  been  connected  with  the  Indiana 
field  for  more  than  a  score  of  years.  He  is  a 
capable  executive  official  and  is  well  qualified  for 
this  position. 

Officers  of  the  Company. 

A.  B.  Meyers  of  Indianapolis  is  vice-president 
of  the  company.  Mr.  Meyers  is  president  of  the 
A.  B.  Meyers  Coal  Co..  Indianapolis,  engaged  in 
the  wholesale  and  retail  business  in  that  citv  for 
a  number  of  years.  He  has  had  wide  experience 
in  connection  with  the  coal  trade  and  has  been 
a  most  successful  factor  in  it. 

E.  L.  Wolford,  of  Linton,  is  secretary  and  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  new  company.  Mr.  Wolford  is  iden¬ 
tified  with  large  interests  in  Linton  and  was  the 
owner  of  several  of  the  mines  taken  into  the 
combination.  He  has  been  most  successful  as 
a  business  man  and  in  addition  to  his  coal  in¬ 
terests  is  well  known  in  banking  and  financial 
circles  throughout  the  state. 

The  company  has  opened  two  sales  offices.  The 
general  sales  office  will  be  located  in  the  Traction 
Terminal  building  at  Indianapolis,  in  charge  of 
M.  L.  Gould  as  manager  of  sales.  Mr.  Gould 
has  been  identified  with  extensive  coal  interests 
in  connection  with  the  sale  of  the  product  and 
has  had  a  wide  experience.  In  addition  he  has  a 
large  acquaintance  throughout  the  western  trade. 

The  northwest  sales  office  of  the  company  will 
be  located  in  Chicago  in  charge  of  Donald 
Sage,  northwestern  sales  agent,  with  offices  in 
the  Ellsworth  building.  Mr.  Sage  was  previously 
identified  with  one  of  the  companies  taken  into 
the  merger  as  a  stockholder  and  has  been  in  the 
wholesale  shipping  trade  at  Chicago  for  a  number 
of  years.  He  has  a  wide  acquaitnance  ip  the  ter¬ 
ritory  which  will  come  under  his  jurisdiction  and 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  every  branch  of  the 
coal  business. 


}^otes  from 


the  Iowa  Field. 


Traveling  men’s  day  at  the  Cedar  Rapids  horse 
show  and  carnival  was  set  for  October  sixth, 
and  for  weeks  the  traveling  men  had  been  pre¬ 
paring  to  make  it  the  howling  success  it  was. 

More  than  400  traveling  men,  under  the  able 
leadership  of  Col.  Billie  “Pocahontas”  Haskell, 
paraded  the  streets  in  double  file.  Each  was 
dressed  in  a  gay  uniform  of  purple  and  yellow, 
topped  off  with  a  white  cap,  and  each  carried,  as 
a  protection  against  the  fierce  sun  and  ardent 
glances  of  the  thousands  of  fair  spectators,  a 
gorgeous  Japanese  umbrella.  After  traveling  the 
business  and  residence  streets,  the  procession  dis¬ 
banded  in  the  German  village  at  the  fair  grounds, 
where  libations  were  offered  to  “Der  Rabbit,  the 
King  of  the  Carnival  and  his  host  of  female  at¬ 
tendants.  Until  midnight  the  cares  of  the  road 
were  forgotten  and  pleasure  reigned  unconfined. 

The  coal  trade  was  ably  represented  by  the  nu¬ 
cleus  of  Cedar  Rapids  delegates,  assisted  to  the 
limit  by  a  bunch  of  representatives  of  eastern 
jobbers  and  their  friends.  Little  Billie  Haskell 
and  Big  Bill  Taylor  were  there,  flirting  with  In- 
Di-Anna  and  her  sister,  Outside-.\nna.  Charley 
Barnes  and  Ed  Saboda  were  taking  care  of  Jim 
Pike,  while  the  Twing  Twins  were  doing  stunts 
with  Art  Odell.  Jack  McCabe  was  keeping  tab 
on  “Lovey”  Lovejoy,  and  Bob  Sessions  was  doing 
the  school  teacher  act.  Frank  Holley  and  ‘AVal- 
ly”  'Wallbaum  were  holding  down  the  outskirts 
of  the  crowd  for  George  Luell,  and  Cochran  and 
Tom  Williams  were  adding  dignity  to  the  occa¬ 
sion. 

The'  coal  trade  hired  the  last  ’bus  into  town 
and,  a  vote  being  taken,  the  question  was  unani¬ 
mously  carried,  to-wit :  Long  live  Der  Rab¬ 
bit”  and  his  carnival ! 

Coal  dealers  in  many  towns  of  eastern  Iowa 
are,  unfortunately,  engaged  in  scraps  with  each 


other.  The  public  in  the 
ing  hard  coal  as  low  as 
ered : 

Charles  City, 

Nashua, 

Waverly, 

Mason  City, 

Fort  Atkinson, 


following  towns  is  buy- 
$9.00  and  $9.25  deliv- 

Waterloo, 

Vinton. 

New  Hartford, 
Grinnell. 


There  is  never  anything  gained  in  cutting 
prices,  and  if  possible  these  differeifces  should 
be  patched  up.  The  tonnage  of  a  town  is  never 
increased  by  a  reduction  in  price,  and  the  dealer 
never  gains,  but  always  loses. 

Are  j'ou  in  the  coal  business  for  your  health? 


Notes  by  the  Wayside. 

George  Butler,  of  the  Ender  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
is  laid  up  at  Waterloo,  Iowa,  having  recently  sus¬ 
tained  an  injury  while  on  an  Illinois  Central 
train.  He  expects  to  be  about  in  a  week. 

The  Hawk-eye  Fuel  Co.,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa, 
has  recently  put  in  operation  its  new  coal  pocket, 
with  a  capacity  of  1.000  tons.  The  addition  of  this 
improvement  makes  good  its  claim  in  Cedar  Rap¬ 
ids  of  having  “the  best  coal  Vard  by  a  damsite 
in  the  city.” 

Bachman  &  Kehe.  at  Waterloo,  Iowa,  have 
erected  bins  with  a  capacity  of  500  tons,  with  an 
overhead  track  on  which  there  runs  a  traveling 
hopper  and  clutch  scale.  Coal  can  be  unloaded 
quickly  and  cheaply,  as  well  as  weighed,  during 
the  process.  Anotlier  improvement  in  the  han¬ 
dling  of  coal  by  this  firm  is  the  delivery  of  the 
product  to  residences  in  canvas  hags. 

By  One  of  the  Bunch. 
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Western  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


E.  II.  '1  ripp,  sales  agent  of  the  Marquette 
Third  VTin  Coal  Co.,  Joliet,  Ill.,  was  in  Chicago 
recently  on  a  husiness  trip. 

W. ‘S.  Bogle,  president  of  the  Crescent  Coal 
&  Mining  Co.,  Plymouth  building,  Chicago,  is  in 
New  York  this  week  on  a  business  trip. 

D.  E.  Grow,  a  well  known  coal  dealer  at 
Rennselaer,  Ind.,  was  in  Chicago  during  the  week 
looking  after  his  business  interests  here. 

B.  B.  Felix,  manager  of  domestic  sales  for  the 
Dering  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago, 
has  returned  from  a  husiness  trip  to  the  north¬ 
west. 

H.  L.  Baughman,  a  coal  dealer  at  I.owell,  Ind., 
was  in  Chicago  this  week  on  business.  Mr. 
Baughman  has  recently  taken  a  partner,  and  the 
firm  name  is  'now  Baughman  &  Hayhurst. 

John  H.  Brown  of  E.  L.  Hedstrom  &  Co.,  Mar¬ 
quette  building,  Chicago,  who  has  been  ill  for 
several  months  past,  is  convalescing  slowly,  but  is 
still  confined  to  his  home  the  greater  part  of  the 
time. 

M.  L.  Gould,  general  sales  agent  of  the  United 
Fourth  Vein  Coal  Co.,  with  headquarters  at  In¬ 
dianapolis,  has  been  confined  to  his  home  in  that 
city  for  the  past  fortnight  with  a  severe  attack 
of  sciatica  rheumatism. 

I'rank  E.  Lukens,  secretary  of  the  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  went 
to  Quincy,  Ill.,  Yhursday  of  this  week  for  the 
purpose  of  organizing  the'  coal  merchants  at  that 
point  into  a  local  association. 

Edwin  E.  Daniels  &  Co.  ihave  filed  articles  of 
incorporation  in  Chicago  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$40,000  for  the  purpose  of  mining  and  dealing  in 
coal.  The  incorporators  of  the  new  company  are 
Henry  E.  Daniels,  Leslie  Mullen  and  Orlando 
M.  Cone.  ' 

Richard  Walsh  of  the  Southern  Indiana  Coal 
Co.,  Grand  Central  station,  Chicago,  recently  made 
an  inspection  trip  to  the  mines  of  the  company 
located  in  Sullivan  count}',  Indiana.  He  was  ac¬ 
companied  on  the  trip  by  officials  of  the  Southern 
Indiana  railroad. 

W.  Kishbaugh,  general  sales  agent  of  the  Mill 
Creek  Coal  Co.,  Mauch  Chunk,  Pa.,  was  in  Chi¬ 
cago  the  latter  part  of  last  week  on  a  business 
trip.  _  He  reports  that  eastern  demand  for  anthra¬ 
cite  is  very  active.  As  to  the  labor  outlook  Mr. 
Kishbaugh  would  not  commit  himself. 

W.  H.  James,  a  member  of  W.  H.  James  & 
Bros.,  retail  coal  dealers  at  Fifty-ninth  and  Hal- 
sted  streets,  Chicago,  has  returned  from  six  weeks 
spent  in  looking  after  his  extensive  interests  in 
Colorado.  Mr.  James  is  the  owner  of  a  large 
ranch  in  that  state,  and  in  addition  has  extensive 
mining  interests. 

W.  L.  Rambo,  sales  agent  of  Louis  F.  Dreiske 
&  Co.,  140  Clybourne  place,  Chicago,  is  in  from 
a  trip  through  Iowa  and  Minnesota.  Mr.  Rambo 
reports  that  business  is  fair  in  that  territory,  but 
expects  that  there  will  be  a  big  improvement  as 
soon  as_  the  weather  becomes  colder  and  the  coal 
consuming  season  commences. 

H.  W.  Kauffman,  president  of  the  Great  East¬ 
ern  Coal  Co.,  Twentv-sixth  street  and  Campbell 
avenue,  Chicago,  has  just  returned  from  a  trip  to 
New  York  and  Philadelphia.  He  also  spent  some 
time  in  West  Virginia,  where  he  found  the  pre¬ 
vailing  scarcity  of  cars  a  most  interesting  subject 
from  the  standpoint  of  coal  movement. 

George  Merryweather,  general  western  agent 
of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  the  Rookery,  Chicago, 
will  leave  the  latter  part  of  the  week  for  Gettys- 
burg.  Pa.,  where  he  will  serve  during  the  succeed¬ 
ing  week  or  fortnight  as  a  member  of  the  national 
commission  appointed  to  locate  the  regiments  in 
the  regular  army  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg. 

^  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Manufacturers’ 
buel  Co.,  held  October  fourth  in  Chicago,  W.  N. 
Holmes  was  elected  president  and  treasurer  and 
J.  M.  Cobb  was  elected  secretary  of  the  com¬ 
pany.  Mr.  Holmes  succeeds  C.  S.  Rolrerts  as 
president  of  this  corporation.  He  has  been  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  company  for  a  number  of  years  and 
has  been  in  touch  with  every  department  of  its 


business.  J.  M.  Cobb,  the  new  secretary,  has  also 
been  connected  with  the  company  for  several  years 
past  and  is  thoroughly  conversant  with  its  affairs. 

The  news  comes  from  San  Diego,  Cal.,  that 
David  Ingle,  a  millionaire  coal  operator  of  Iot 
(liana,  and  brother  of  Samuei  G.  Ingle  and  Heber 
Ingle  of  that  city,  has  purchased  a  site  for  homes 
for  himself  and  son  and  will  soon  commence  the 
construction  of  residences.  Mr.  Ingle  has  been 
identified  with  the  coal  operating  interests  of 
Indiana  for  a  number  of  years. 

“Get  Busy”  is  the  title  of  a  very  appropriate 
folder  sent  out  by  the  C.  Reiss  Coal  Co.,  Sheboy¬ 
gan,  Wis.,  giving  its  circular  prices  for  October. 
The  exterior  represents  a  roll-top  desk,  and  upon 
opening  the  folder  the  interior  of  the  desk  is 
shown  with  the  following  conspicuous  memoran¬ 
dum  :  “Must  get  busy  and  send  in  that  coal  order 
to  C.  Reiss  Coal  Co.  today.”  'I  his  advertising 
matter  is  up  to  the  high  standard  set  hy  the  C. 
Reiss  Co. 

Mr.  Vorpe  of  Balyeat,  Stewart  &  Co.,  retail  coal 
dealers  at  Van  Wert,  Qhio,  was  in  Chicago  re¬ 
cently  on  a  husiness  trip.  Mr.  Vorpe  says  that 
a  few  years  ago  there  were  no  coal  dealers  in  Van 
Wert  owing  to  the  natural  gas  supply,  which  fur¬ 
nished  fuel  for  that  city.  The  supply  of  gas  is 
now  rapidly  diminishing,  with  the  result  that 
there  are  eight  dealers  actively  engaged  in  busi¬ 
ness  and  all  of  them  seem  to  he  meeting  with 
success. 

F.  Howald,  president  of  the  New  River  Con¬ 
solidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Thurmond,  W.  Va., 
was  in  Chicago  the  latter  part  of  last  week  sev¬ 
eral  days  and  spent  much  of  his  time  in  recrea¬ 
tion.  Mr.  Howald  has  been  a  very  busy  man 
throughout  his  entire  business  career,  but  during 
the  past  three  months  has  been  taking  a  vacation 
to  the  extent  that  he  has  confined  his  business 
duties  almost  entirely  to  the  affairs  of  the  New 
River  Consolidated,  which  by  the  way  are  suffi¬ 
cient  to  keep  most  men  very  active. 

Announcement  is  made  that  effective  October 
first,  Frank  B.  Downing  was  appointed  general 
sales  agent  of  the  De  Camp  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  De  Forest  Pomeroy 
having  resigned.  Mr.  Pomeroy,  who  has  been 
general  sales  agent  of  the  company  ever  since  its 
inception  in  190.3,  has  been  incapacitated  by  a 
prolonged  illness  to  look  after  its  affairs.  He  is 
still  confined  to  his  home  with  a  severe  attack  of 
inflammatory  rheumatism.  Frank  B.  Downing, 
the  new  general  sales  agent  of  the  company,  has 
been  identified  with  it  for  several  years  past  and 
is  well  known  in  the  Chicago  coal  trade. 

G.  H.  Krudop,  J.  M.  Moderwell  of  the  Moder- 
well  Coal  Co.,  and  W.  M.  Wells,  leading  coal 
dealers  at  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  were  in  Chicago  dur¬ 
ing  the  week  on  a  business  trip.  While  they  did 
not  disclose  the  fact,  it  is  generally  believed  that 
these  gentlemen  will  shortly  land  the  next  annual 
convention  of. the  Michigan  and  Indiana  Retail 
Coal  Dealers’  Association  for  Fort  Wayne.  No 
better  city  in  which  to  hold  the  next  annual  meet¬ 
ing  can  be  found.  Fort  Wayne  has  abundant 
railroad  facilities,  the  citizens  have  already  estab¬ 
lished  their  fame  as  hospitable  entertainers,  and 
there  would  be  many  attractions  which  doubtless 
would  make  the  next  meeting  a  great  success. 

John  P.  Reese,  secretary  and  commissioner  of 
the_  Iowa  Coal  Operators’  Association,  was  in 
Chicago  the  latter  part  of  the  week.  Mr.  Reese 
reports  that  there  is  peace  throughout  the  mining 
region  of  that  state  and  that  local  troubles  are 
occurring  with  much  less  frequency.  Coal  oper¬ 
ators,  however,  are  making  much  complaint  at 
the  shortage  of  cars  for  loading  purposes.  This 
shortage  anpears  to  be  as  pronounced  in  Iowa  as 
it  is  in  any  of  the  other  western  states.  Mr. 
Reese  is  not  inclined  to  believe  there  will  be  much 
friction  over  the  settlement  of  the  new  wage  scale 
in  the  bituminous  fields  in  January,  but  is  with¬ 
holding  his  opinion  until  matters  take  more  defi¬ 
nite  shape. 

A.  call  has  been  sent  out  for  a  meeting  of  trav¬ 
eling  coal  salesmen  to  be  held  in  Chicago  today 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  an  organization  sim¬ 
ilar  to  the  Hoo  Hoos,  which  has  been  so  suc¬ 
cessful  in  connection  with  the  lumber  trade.  The 
committee  appointed  to  draft  a  constitution  and 


ritual  has  completed  its  work  and  will  be  able 
to  report  at  the  meeting.  Much  interest  has  been 
manifested  on  the  part  of  traveling  salesmen  in 
the  new  organization,  and  it  is  expected  that  it 
will  be  formed  with  a  large  membership.  The 
Hoo  Hoos  in  the  lumber  trade  are  one  of  the 
predominant  factors  in  adding  spice  to  that  busi¬ 
ness.  The  coal  men  will  meet  at  the  Great  North¬ 
ern  hotel. 

In  the  Appellate  court  at  Chicago  the  appeal  of 
the  members  of  the  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  Retail 
Coal  Dealers’  Association  from  the  decision  of 
the  lower  court  under  the  indictments  returned 
in  January,  1905,  was  decided  last  Friday.  The 
Appellate  court  sustained  the  decision  of  the 
lower  court,  which  was  to  the  effect  that  the  coal 
dealers  who  were  officers  of  this  organization 
should  be  fined  $500.  Although  no  decision  has 
been  reached  as  to  further  action,  it  is  possible 
the  coal  dealers  may  take  an  appeal  to  the  Su¬ 
preme  court  of  the  state.  Their  attorney  has 
maintained  all  along  that  the  evidence  on  which 
they  were  convicted  was  insufficient  to  prove  a 
violation  of  law.  In  all  probability  the  decision 
as  to  a  further  appeal  will  be  reached  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  board  of  directors. 

Gaylord  IT.  Conn,  sales  manager  of  the  Cres¬ 
cent  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Plymouth  building,  Chi¬ 
cago,  believes  that  the  salesmen  representing 
this  company  should  be  fully  instructed  as  to  the 
quality  and  manner  of  preparation  of  the  coals 
which  they  sell.  Following  up  this  line  of  policy 
several  weeks  ago  he  took  a  number  of  the  sales¬ 
men  employed  by  the  company  to  the  various  oper¬ 
ations  in  Indiana  for  the  purpose  of  giving  them 
actual  information.  On  Sunday  of  this  week  he 
accompanied  Frank  A.  Eckart,  salesman  in  In¬ 
diana  territory,  and  John  J.  McCole,  salesman  in 
Minnesota  and  South  Dakota,  on  a  personal  trip 
of  inspection  of  the  mines  in  Sullivan  county, 
Indiana.  The  trip  extended  over  Monday  and 
Tuesday  and  a  number  of  the  leading  mine's  rep¬ 
resented  hv  the  Crescent  were  visited.  Mr.  Conn 
has  found  that  these  trips  are  profitable  from 
the  standpoint  of  the  information  obtained  by 
the  salesmen  and  their  improved  ability  to  dis¬ 
cuss  intelligently  the  qualities  of  the  coals  which 
are  produced  in  that  field. 

Two  important  decisions  were  recently  made 
by  the  courts  with  reference  to  the  fulfillment  of 
contract  obligations  on  the  part  of  buyers  and 
sellers  of  coal.  Last  Saturday  at  Cincinnati  the 
Whitehouse  Cannel  Coal  Co.,  miners  of  K.  B.  V. 
bituminous  coal,  obtained  a  verdict  in  the  United 
States 'court  for  $4,993.16  against  the  old  firm  of 
Stone,  Brown  &  Co.,  of  Cincinnati.  This  suit  and 
verdict  are  echoes  of  the  strenuous  times  experi¬ 
enced  during  the  winter  of  1902-03,  when  the 
bottom  fell  out  of  the  market  so  suddenly  that 
many  contracts  ran  the  shippers  into  trouble.  It 
is  claimed  that  Stone,  Brown  &  Co.  entered  into 
a  contract  with  the  plaintiff  company  to  pur¬ 
chase  so  many  cars  of  coal.  Something  like 
eighty  cars  were  delivered  to  the  purchasing 
company  and  forwarded  to  Chicago  to  the  Weaver 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.  The  latter  refused  the  coal.  In 
turn  Stone,  Brown  &  Co.  refused  the  coal,  turning 
it  back  to  the  Cannel  Co.,  who  refused  to  accept 
it,  claiming  that  it  had  been  delivered  on  con¬ 
tract.  The  defendant  firm  attempted  to  show  at 
the  hearing  of  the  matter  that  the  coal  was  not 
up  to  the  quality  specified  in  the  contract,  but 
this  evidently  did  not  prove  a  valid  defense  in 
the  eyes  of  the  court.  The  second  case  was  one 
in  which  the  Indiana  Block  Coal  Co.  brought  an 
action  against  the  F.  W.  Black  Coal  Co.  in  justice 
court  at  Chicago  for  nonfulfillment  of  contract. 
It  was  shown  that  the  defendant  company  con¬ 
tracted  to  take  one  car  of  coal  a  week  for  a  year, 
to  be  applied  on  the  contract  which  it  had  with 
Thompson  &  Co.,  steam  users.  Twenty-eight 
cars  were  delivered  when  the  defendant  company, 
it  is  alleged,  began  purchasing  coal  in  the  open 
market,  refusing  to  take  any  further  tonnage  at 
the  price  named.  At  the  expiration  of  the  con¬ 
tract  period  the  Indiana  Block  Coal  Co.  sued  to 
recover  $200  and  obtained  a  verdict  of  $100.  Ed¬ 
ward  D.  Pomeroy,  who  makes  a  specialty  of  coal 
litigation,  Fisher  building,  represented  the  plain¬ 
tiff  company.  The  defendant  company  claims  it 
will  take  an  appeal  from  the  verdict. 


32 


[OCTOBEE  14 


THE  B  L  A  C 


TIIK  BLACK  DIAMOND  IS  PUBLISHED  SATUKDAY  OF  EACH  WEEK 
AT  CHICAGO,  ILL.  BY  THE  BLACK  DIAMOND  CO.  INC. 


Awarded  Medal  at  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  as  the  Best  Coal 
Trade  I’aper  In  the  United  States. 


The  BlacK  Diamond  Is  the  Official  Newspaper  of  the  Following 

Associations: 


The  Indiana  Coal  Operators’  Association 

President,  J.  C.  Kolsem,  Terre  Haute,  Ind. ;  .Vice-President,  Hugh  Shirkie, 
Terre  Haute,  Ind.;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Philip  Penna,  Terre  Haute, 
Ind.;  Executive  Committee,  F.  J.  Urban,  Hugh  Shirkie,  J.  Smith  Talley, 
William  Zeller,  J.  K.  Seifert,  M.  J.  Gould,  Job  Freeman,  C.  C.  Martin 
and  David  Ingle. 


The  Iowa  Coal  Operators’  Association 

President,  C.  H.  Morris,  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  Vice-President,  T.  J.  Phillips, 
Ottumwa,  Iowa;  Secretary,  John  P.  Reese,  Albia,  Iowa;  Treasurer,  E.  C. 
Smith,  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  Commissioner,  John  P.  Reese,  Albia,  Iowa. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Exchange 

President,  James  Walker;  Vice-President,  Geo.  W.  Edmonds;  Secretary, 
Charles  K.  Scull;  Treasurer,  James  M.  Kelley. 


The  Black  Diamond  Club,  South  Bend,  Ind. 

President,  Walter  C.  Miller;  Vice-President,  C.  J.  Gaskill;  Secretary.  D.  R. 
Lontz;  Treasurer,  Lewis  Kanouse. 

Subscription  Price 

Yearly  (in  advance), . ^ 

Single  Copies,  lO 

Advertising  Rates  Furnished  on  Application 

ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO 

The  Black  Diamond  Company  (Inc.) 


Main  Office . 1150-1155  Old  Colony  Building,  Chicago 

Long  Distance  Telephone  1324  Harrison;  Automatic,  7424. 

Eastern  Office . 29  Broadway,  New  York 

Cincinnati  Office . 1420-1421  Union  Trust  Building,  Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Telephone  Main  252. 

Pittsburg  Office  . 1106  Diamond  Bank  Building,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

.  Telephone  Court -2016. 


Entered  at  the  Chicago  Postofflco  as  Second  Class  Matter 


Hurrah  !  , 

It  snowed  in  the  west  this  week. 

It  is  time  to  say  'goodbye  to  the  iceman. 

Snowprints  on  the  cottage  floor  all  remind  us  that  it  is  time  to  be  up 
and  doing. 

Evidently  there  is  nothing  so  mean  about  the  coal  men  that  it  does 
not  find  its  way  into  the  columns  of  the  daily  press.  Now  they  are  being 
associated  with  the  beef  trust  in  the  public  press. 

Now  THIS  settles  the  strike  proposition  in  the  anthracite  regions.  It 
is  officially  announced  in  labor  circles  that  Samuel  Gompers,  president  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  announces  that  the  united  labor  organ¬ 
izations  of  the  entire  country  will  sustain  the  anthracite  miners  in  all  de¬ 
mands  they  may  make  upon  the  operators  when  the  present  working  agree- 
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ment  expires  next  April.”  We  assume  from  this  that  whether  those  demands 
shall  be  right  or  wrong  Gompers  will  sustain  them.  Probably  it  is  the  only 
way  in  which  he  could  break  into  newspaper  notoriety. 

Stability  the  Life  of  Business. 

The  reaction  in  the  bituminous  coal  trade  during  the  past  thirty  days 
from  extreme  dullness  to  rather  pronounced  activity  has  resulted  in  an  ad¬ 
vance  in  the  price  of  coal  at  the  mines.  So  far  this  advance  has  been  wholly 
legitimate.  It  has  been  confined  to  such  coals  as  were  previously  selling 
below  cost  of  production,  or  where  coals  were  bringing  the  cost  of  produc¬ 
tion  has  been  merely  nominal. 

Conservative  operating  interests  within  the  past  week  or  ten  days  have 
been  studying  the  future  situation  of  coal,  particularly  as  to  the  coming  win¬ 
ter  months,  with  considerable  interest.  Almost  unanimously  they  have  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  market  will  warrant  further  advances  in 
prices  before  spring  arrives.  Recognizing  these  conditions,  almost  invariably 
they  have  added  that  they  will  oppose  advances  which  are  not  proportionate 
to  those  made  by  other  producers  in  other  fields  or  which  are  largely  fictitious, 
expected  to  last  for  a  short  time  only,  while  consumption  is  greatest  and 
production  reduced.  Conservatism  is  apparent  among  the  larger  coal  inter¬ 
ests.  They  believe  that  a  continued  stable  market  will  mean  more  and  better 
returns  in  the  end  than  speculative  prices  founded  on  an  emergency. 

There  seems  to  be  no  doubt  but  what  conservatism  of  this  kind  is  well 
founded.  We  who  have  not  forgotten  have  before  us  the  lesson  of  the  winter 
of  1902-1903.  Prices  at  that  time  advanced  tWenty-five  cents  a  ton  between 
the  time  when  one  buyer  left  and  the  next  one  called.  All  coal  interests 
made  considerable  money  while  this  speculative  excitement  was  at  its  height. 
Then  came  the  slump  in  the  spring.  Coal  declined  as  rapidly  as  it  advanced. 
Everyone  had  a  large  tonnage  on  track  or  in  transit  bought  at  fancy  prices 
and  fortunes  were  wiped  out  quicker  than  they  were  made. 

Whenever  there  is  an  era  of  wide  speculation  in  any  commodify,  whether 
it  is  coal  or  stocks,  it  will  be  followed  by  a  reaction  which  will  go  to  the 
other  extreme.  No  matter. how  much  perspicacity  a  business  man  may  dis¬ 
play,  he  almost  invariably  will  be  caught  by  a  backward  turn  of  the  tide. 
If  not  directly,  he  will  indirectly,  through  losses  sustained  by  the  insolvency 
of  others,  which  eventually  will  affect  the  solvent  man  or  company. 

Fair  profits  and  a  steady  volume  of  business  are  the  surest  foundations  of 
success.  Reaction  from  speculative  prices  is  always  hard  to  arrest.  In  the 
instance  of  the  anthracite  strike  it  commenced  in  March  of  1903  and  has 
continued  for  two  years  and  a  half,  almost  without  interruption.  Conserv¬ 
atism  should  prevail  if  there  are  any  conditions  this  fall  or  winter  which  fore¬ 
shadow  a  speculative  coal  market.  Probably  there  will  not  be.  But  if  there 
are,  two  years  and  a  half  of  demoralization  will  be  a  huge  pcice  to  pay  for 
three  months  of  prosperity,  even  though  the  latter  may  have  a  golden  color. 


What  Are  Coal  Values? 

Value  in  any  commodity  can  not  always  be  measured  accurately  or  suc¬ 
cessfully  by  applying  any  uniform  rule.  There  are  two  methods  by  which 
values  are  arrived  at.  One  of  them  is  by  means  of  comparison  with  other 
commodities  meeting  a  like  purpose  and  supplying  a  similar  demand.  Thus 
we  have  in  the  coal  trade  standard  coals  produced  in  each  of  the  different 
fields,  which  largely  determine  the  value  of  other  coals  produced  in  the  same 
fields,  or  we  have  a  standard  coal  produced  in  one  field,  which  is  generally 
accepted  for  its  intrinsic  merit,  on  which  are  based  the  values  of  coals  pr^ 
duced  in  other  fields.  By  comparison  we  thereby  gain  a  basing  point  in 
arriving  at  the  selling  values  of  certain  commodities. 

This  is  not  the  most  important  feature,  however,  of  the  way  in  which  values 
are  fixed.  Production  and  demand  really  constitute  the  basis.  If  the  produc¬ 
tion  is  in  excess  of  the  demand,  then  the  values  will  decline.  If  the  demand 
is  in  excess  of  production,  values  will  advance.  These  principles  are  exem¬ 
plified  in  every  realm  of  business  every  day  in  the  year.  Yet  they  are  iiot 
always  fully  comprehended.  This  particularly  is  true  in  connection  with 
the  retail  price  of  commodities.  Many  retailers  seem  to  think  that  because 
they  buy  coal  or  other  merchandise  at  a  low  price  they  are  in  duty  bound 
to  sell  at  a  low  figure.  They  do  not  take  into  account  the  advance  in  value 
that  has  occurred  in  the  meantime.  This  fact  should  be  an  important  feature 
in  fixing  the  retail  price  of  any  commodity.  It  should  be  sold  to  consumers 
on  the  basis  of  what  must  be  paid  for  it  at  wholesale,  or  to  the  producer,  if 
the  purchase  were  made  at  that  time. 

In  the  retail  trade  there  are  many  dealers  who  will  stock  bituminous  coal 
at  summer  figures.  They  may  not  sell  this  product  until  November  or  De¬ 
cember,  when  the  wholesale  values  have  advanced,  but  then  they  base  their 
selling  price  on  what  they  paid  for  it.  By  following  this  policy  they  are  doing 
themselves  a  most  serious  injustice.  If  they  bought  at  wholesale  in  the 
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summer,  and  the  price  at  wholesale  in  the  winter  was  lower,  they  would  be 
obliged  to  meet  the  competition  from  such  dealers  as  bought  later,  losing  a 
considerable  sum,  in  all  probability,  on  their  early  purchase.  It  is  a  fair 
proposition  that  if  they  are  forehanded  in  their  coal  buying  and  thereby  obtain 
a  lower  price  at  wholesale,  this  should  belong  to  them  as  added  profit,  due  to 
their  astuteness  and  ability  as  business  men. 

The  value  of  coal  now,  from  the  retail  or  consuming  standpoint,  is  not 
what  it  was  sixty  days  ago.  It  is  much  higher.  The  car  shortage  has  reduced 
the  production.  Less  coal  is  being  mined  at  present  than  is  being  consumed, 
consequently  we  have  the  principles  of  the  old  law  of  supply  and  demand  at 
work,  and,  quite  naturally,  higher  prices  prevail  at  wholesale.  They  should 
also  prevail  at  retail.  They  should  continue  to  prevail,  and  the  advance  should 
be  made  effective  so  long  as  the  wholesale  market  is  strong  or  advancing  in 
price. 

The  value  of  coal  is  not  fixed  irrevocably,  but  is  subject  to  market 
changes.  Three  years  ago,  after  the  great  anthracite  strike,  smokeless  product 
was  selling  at  $7.00  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  run-of-mine  coal.  It  con¬ 
tained  $7.00  worth  of  value  per  ton,  or  it  never  could  have  been  sold  at  that 
figure.  It  is  now  only  worth  $3.30  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  at  wholesale.  It 
contains  that  value  or  it  could  not  be  sold  at  such  a  figure.  The  retailer 
should  base  his  price  upon  the  wholesale  figure  in  selling  any  product,  or  he 
is  lacking  in  business  and  losing  a  profit  to  which  he  is  entitled.  Value  in 
a  commodity  does  not  depend  upon  the  merit  found  in  it,  but  upon  the  figure 
it  is  worth  to  purchasers. 

It  would  be  well  for  retail  coal  merchants  always  to  bear  this  fact  in 
mind. 


Plea  for  the  Accountants. 

A  well  known  accountant  in  Chicago  has  asked  The  Black  Diamond 
to  make  a  plea  for  accountants  in  coal  offices  that  justice  may  be  done  them. 
He  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  whenever  an  office  manager  is  to  be  selected 
by  a  company  in  the  coal  trade  a  salesman  generally  is  elevated  to  this  posi¬ 
tion.  In  this  connection  he  adds  that  the  shrewd  bookkeeper  who  has  regard 
for  the  interests  of  the  company  which  he  represents  is  entitled  to  this  pro¬ 
motion  on  the  ground  that  his  duties  consist  in  obtaining  a  thorough  knowl¬ 
edge  of  transportation  conditions,  a  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  and  where  the  leaks  occur,  as  well  as  the  sources  of  profit,  and  that  he 
frequently  sells  more  coal  by  the  use  of  the  telephone  and  by  answering 
office  inquiries  than  the  salesman  regularly  employed  to  do  that  and  noth¬ 
ing  else.  This  accountant  adds  that  his  associates  are  entitled  to  advance¬ 
ment  from  the  books  and  ledgers  to  a  position  of  responsibility  because  they 
almost  uniformly  are  honest,  while  the  honesty  of  salesnien  is  not  always 
proved  upon  their  promotion  to  managerial  positions. 

In  this  presentation  of  the  matter  it  appears  as  if  the  able,  shrewd  ac¬ 
countant  has  much  in  his  favor.  There  are  two  reasons  why  he  does  not 
advance  more  frequently  to  greater  responsibilities.  One  of  these  is  found  in 
the  fact  that  the  man  who  is  nearest  and  closest  to  the  end  of  the  business 
which  brings  in  the  dollars  is  regarded  as  most  indispensable.  The  common 
idea  is  that  a  competent  bookkeeper  can  be  picked  up  almost  any  day,  be¬ 
cause  his  business  is  largely  automatic,  while  the  efficient  salesman  is  born, 
not  made.  If  coal  were  not  sold  by  the  sales  force,  there  would  be  no  neces¬ 
sity  for  a  bookkeeping  department.  Hence  the  latter  is  a  secondary  consid¬ 
eration  and  those  who  are  engaged  in  bookkeep'.ng  are  a  necessary  evil.  This 
is  a  wrong  view  to  take  of  the  matter,  but  it  is  the  one  frequently  taken  by 
the  hustling  business  world,  eager  after  more  dollars.  Another  impediment 
to  the  progress  of  the  accountant  is  found  in  connection  with  the  general  idea 
that  he  is  lacking  in  broad  ideas  and  views.  From  the  mere  fact  that  he  is 
kept  in  the  office  all  day  and  only  meets  people  in  conversation  over  the  tele¬ 
phone  or  when  they  come  into  the  office,  the  conclusion  is  reached  that  he  is 
lacking  in  versatility  and  would  not  be  able  to  meet  an  emergency  if  it  oc¬ 
curred,  because  he  never  has  been  called  upon  to  do  so.  These  ideas  are 
also  a  result  of  a  surface  view  of  the  question. 

There  are  many  competent  bookkeepers  who  have  a  knowledge  of  every 
phase  of  the  business  and  who  can  sell  coal  quite  as  easily  as  the  regular 
salesman  if  they  are  given  the  opportunity.  The  trouble  is  that  they  are  not 
always  given  an  opportunity. 

The  time  is  approaching,  however,  when  broader  views  as  to  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  employes  will  prevail  in  business.  The  number  of  firms  who  advance 
their  employes  because  they  have  earned  advancement  through-merit  in  their 
work  is  increasing.  Business  is  a  survival  of  the  fittest.  This  being  the 
principle  which  underlies  it,  it  necessarily  follows  that  the  successful  business 
man  is  the  one  who  chooses  his  lieutenants  with  the  rarest  wisdom  as  to  their 
ability  and  capacity  for  work. 

Under  such  a  system  as  this,  the  bookkeeper  who  is  capable  of  becoming 
a  manager  in  business  is  the  one  who  will  be  promoted.  It  is  the  only  sys¬ 
tem  that  will  succeed.  The  business  man  who  can  not  judge  the  human 


nature  in  those  among  his  employes  sufficiently  to  rate  them  at  their  true 
worth  can  not  last  long.  If  he  can  rate  them  at  their  true  worth  the 
efficient  bookkeeper  will  gain  his  managerial  position-  when  he  is  entitled  to  it. 

Field  of  the  Traveling  Salesman. 

In  estimating  the  value  of  a  traveling  salesman  in  the  coal  business  a 
great  many  wholesale  shippers  have  in  mind  the  injunction  of  the  Hebrew 
clothing  man  who  wrote  to  his  salesman  on  the  road  i  **Vot  ve  want  iss  or¬ 
ders.”  Practically,  this  is  the  basis  for  estimating  the  value  of  a  salesman. 
I  he  man  who  can  obtain  orders  for  the  house  is  the  one  most  profitable  to  it, 
provided,  of  course,  these  orders  are  on  a  satisfactory  basis,  so  far  as  the 
price  and  the  credit  of  the  buyer  are  concerned. 

A  broad  view  of  the  field  of  the  coal  salesman,  however,  must  endow 
him  with  other  necessary  qualifications.  The  traveling  man  is  the  business 
representative  of  the  wholesale  merchant,  in  the  field.  He  must  be  some¬ 
thing  more  than  a  mere  automaton,  accepting  an  order  here,  and  inducing  a 
buyer  to  buy  a  carload  of  coal  there.  As  a  direct  representative,  he  must  be 
looking  out  for  the  interests  of  the  company  or  the  firm  he  represents  at  all 
times.  The  best  salesman  is  the  one  who  can  sell  coal  at  a  profit  to  his  house, 
who  can  settle  disputed  questions  between  the  buyer  and  the  seller  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  manner,  without  referring  the  subject  to  the  house,  who  can  keep  the 
house  thoroughly  posted  on  everything  that  is  being  done  by  its  competitors 
and  who  can  advance  the  interests  of  his  employers  in  a  very  material  way, 
even  to  the  extent  of  going  outside  of  the  realm  of  salesmanship.  As  a 
direct  representative  of  the  house  and  of  its  policy,  the  competent  salesman 
will  maintain  a  dignity  in  keeping  with  the  standing  of  the  firm  he  repre¬ 
sents.  He  will  be  clean  in  personal  appearance;  he  will  refrain  from  drunken 
bouts  and  questionable  relations  with  those  whose  standing  in  the  community 
IS  not  of  the  best;  he  will  be  so  much  of  a  thinking  man  that  he  can  meet 
any  emergency  promptly ;  he  should  be  able  to  advise  his  customers  where 
they  can  make  money  and  how  they  can  meet  with  great  success. 

All  these  qualifications  require  versatility  of  attainment.  They  will  make 
one  a  good  business  man  under  all  circumstances.  They  are  not  always 
found  in  every  salesman.  If  they  were,  there  soon  would  be  a  dearth  of 
salesmen  in  the  county,  because  the  latter  would  be  so  competent  that  they 
shortly  would  engage  in  business  for  themselves. 

Notwithstanding  the  numerous  qualifications  required  in  a  competent 
salesman,  this  high  goal  of  success  is  attainable  to  every  man  on  the  road 
who  IS  ambitious  to  get  on.  He  should  carefully  study  himself,  his  methods, 
his  attitude  toward  his  employers,  his  attitude,  toward  customers,  and  see  if 
he  reasonably  well  fills  the  requirements  exacted.  He  should  not  be  satisfied 
if  he  has  made  a  profit  for  the  house  in  September.  There  have  been  months 
possibly,  when  he  did  not  do  so.  He  should  only  be  satisfied  when  he  can’ 
look  back  on  the  past  and,  by  counting  the  milestones  of  progress,  know  that 
he  is  more  efficient  than  he  was  a  month  or  six  months  ago. 

No  man  can  stand  still  and  succeed.  He  must  make  progress  all  the 
time.  The  traveling  salesman,  whether  he  be  in  the  coal  business  or  selling 
scrapiron,  is  no  exception  to  this  rule. 

Here  is  good  advice  from  the  Chicago  Chronicle:  “Evidence  continues 
to  multiply  that,  if  it  depends  upon  John  Mitchell,  there  will  be  a  strike 
m  the  anthracite  coal  region  next  spring.  It  is  not  necessary  to  discuss 
the  merits  of  such  a  strike,  but  it  is  advisable  to  be  prepared  for  it.  As 
there  is  plenty  of  time  to  prepare,  there  should  be  no  such  scarcity  of  coal 
as  there  was  three  winters  ago.  A  cellar  full  of  coal'  will  be  a  good  in¬ 
vestment.” 

It  is  estimated  that  the  adoption  of  an  eight-hour  working  day  in 
the  anthracite  region  will  advance  the  cost  of  coal  twelve  per  cent.  This 
fact  should  be  given  as  wide  dissemination  among  consumers  as  possible. 
We  have  no  doubt  that  the  greater  portion  of  the  public  would  prefer  to 
sympathize  with  its  pocketbook  rather  than  John  Mitchell,  if  the  matter 
ever  comes  to  an  issue. 

“It  is  beginnning  to  look  like  a  great  anthracite  coal  strike  was  to  be 
pulled  off  in  the  spring  of  1906,”  says  a  newspaper  up  in  Michigan,  “if 
President  Mitchell  hits  it  right,  and  he  ought  to  know.”  By  a  close  pe^sal 
of  the  date  of  this  clipping  it  is  noted  that  it  occurred  the  morning  after 
the  Nelson  vs.  Britt  controversy.  Moreover,  it  sounds  like  it 

The  legislature  having  adjourned  in  Illinois,  Springfield,  the  capital 
of  the  state,  must  do  something  to  attract  attention  to  itself.  As  a  result, 
the  coal  men  there  are  engaged  in  a  price  war. 
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Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East 


Oi-'FicE  OK  The  Black  Diamono. 

New  York,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  12. 

The  anthracite  trade  conditions  continue  to  im¬ 
prove  continually  and  wholesalers  report  steady 
receipts  of  large  orders  and  more  of  them  than 
they  have  been  able  to  report  for  some  time.  '1  his 
looks  well  for  the  trade,  and  the  dealers  with 
one  accord  assert  that  business  is  considerably 
in  advance  of  what  it  has  been  for  many  seasons 
past.  “Everything  is  in  good  shape,”  they  will 
tell  you  if  you  ask  them  ijbout  conditions,  and 
this,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  retailers  say  that 
most  of  their  customers  have  been  given  their 
supply  for  the  winter’s  use,  and  that  as  a  result 
their  business  is  rather  quiet  for  this  time  of  the 
year.  A  great  deal  of  this  quietness  undoubtedly 
is  due  to  the  warm  weather  we  have  had  the  past 
week,  but  with  the  advent  of  colder  weather  which 
must  surely  be  expected  shortly,  the  retail  dealer 
expects  that  he  will  experience  increased  business. 

Domestic  sizes  are  well  taken  up  as  soon  as 
they  reach  the  shipping  points  nowadays.  Pea 
and  buckwheat  still  continue  to  be  somewhat  of  a 
drug  on  the  market,  while  barley  and  rice  prac¬ 
tically  are  eliminated  from  the  field,  so  large  has 
been  the  demand  for  these  coals.  For  the  coal 
received  here  during  the  past  week  high  prices 
have  been  asked  and  received. 

All-Rail  Demand  Is  Active. 

All-rail  trade  still  continues  to  be  a  big  factor 
in  the  business  and  undoubtedly  accounts  for  the 
fact  that  no  more  coal  is  being  sent  to  tidewater 
than  is  really  required.  All  the  trade  reports  rail 
business  as  active.  It  is  very  noticeable,  too,  that 
where  cutting  of  the  circular  price  has  occurred 
it  has  been  among  the  independents  to  secure  a 
market  for  their  product  along  the  line.  This 
has  been  stopped  and  everybody  is  now  asking 
the  full  circular  price.  This  has  had  a  beneficial 
effect  on  the  market  and  has  helped  things  ma¬ 
terially. 

Railroads  report  a  shortage  of  rolling  stock 
generally,  although  the  situation  is  not  one  to  be¬ 
come  alarmed  at.  Owing  to  the  increased  busi¬ 
ness  it  can  not  be  expected  that  the  situation  will 


materially  change  as  the  cold  weather  comes  on. 
Ihe  greatest  difficulty  in  this  respect  is  expected 
in  the  west,  where  many  large  and  extensive  or¬ 
ders  still  remain  unfilled.  An  extra  effort  is 
now  being  put  forth  to  fill  these  demands  before 
the  close  of  lake  navigation. 

There  has  been  no  noticeable  change  in  freight 
rates,  either  in  the  rivers  or  up  along  the  sound. 
Barge  owners  report  they  have  all  they  can  con¬ 
veniently  attend  to,  although  as  a  general  rule 
business  to  sound  points  has  not  shown  the  im¬ 
provement  apparent  in  other  directions. 

Bituminous  Coal  Trade  Continues  Strong. 

Atlantic  seaboard  bituminous  coal  trade  is 
strong,  and  on  most  grades  of  coaj  the  demand 
exceeds  the  supply.  Ordinary  grades  of  steam 
coal  are  quoted  at  $2.05(^2.70  f.  o.  b.  New  York 
harbor  shipping  ports,  with  sales  above  these  fig¬ 
ures,  with  the  indications  of  an  advance  rather 
than  a  reduction  in  price.  Most  of  the  shippers 
are  really  trying  to  take  care  of  the  most  needy 
of  the  orders  on  hand,  or  where  they  have  any 
coal  at  all  to  spare,  the  question  of  the  highest 
price  is  considered.  All  the  shipping  ports  seem 
to  be  clear  of  any  surplus  stocks  of  coal,  and  the 
near  future  does  not  promise  any  coal  to  spare 
in  any  of  the  grades.  There  is  some  inquiry  for 
vessels  for  southern  charters,  and  producers  that 
have  for  some  time  been  holding  orders  for  this 
class  of  business  until  the  hurricane  season  is 
over  are  now  endeavoring  to  clean  such  orders 
up  by  shipment  as  their  coal  supply  permits.  There 
seems  to  be  a  continued  lack  of  light  draft  ves¬ 
sels  at  all  ports,  and  this  has  been  the  case  for 
comparatively  a  long  period.  Such  business  has 
had  to  lay  dormant  and  consumers  not  under¬ 
standing  the  situation  clearly  are  beginning  to  be 
anxious.  However,  the  few  vessels  of  this  class 
are  asking  such  exorbitant  advances  that  it  would 
seem  as  if  the  greater  part  of  this  business  would 
remain  unshipped  until  craft  are  in  better  supply, 
and  in  the  meantime  there  is  a  plentiful  supply 
of  large  craft  to  take  care  of  orders  that  they  can 
charter  on,  while  they  in  turn  are  in  more_  than 
enough  supply  to  take  care  of  all  coal  arriving. 


Car  supply  in  some  territories  is  bad,  though  in 
a  fair  proportion  of  the  producing  regions  the 
supply  seems  to  be  fairly  good.  1  he  embargo  on 
all-rail  business  via  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
&  Hartford  railroad  continues.  It  is  understood 
there  was  a  meeting  of  the  superintendents  of  the 
various  railroads  affected,  but  the  results  achieved 
up  to  this  time  have  been  very  small  and  not  felt 
by  most  of  the  producers.  Consequently  this  coal 
has  to  be  taken  care  of  from  the  tide  shipments. 

Far  East  Trade  Active. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  is  active,  the  demand  gen¬ 
erally  exceeding  the  supply,  with  a  great  many 
light  draft  orders  in  the  market  from  this  terri¬ 
tory  in  an  effort  to  clean  up  contracts  of  this 
class  of  business. 

Trade  along  the  sound  is  only  limited  by  the 
amount  of  coal  that  producers  can  spare,  and 
consumers  not  under  contract  simply  must  take 
lower  grades  of  coal  than  they  have  been  used  to 
at  high  figures,  and,  accordingly,  receive  com¬ 
plaints  from  their  firemen  from  this  cause.  From 
the  comparatively  little  coal  taken  on  during  the 
summer  in  this  territory,  'it  is  believed  that  the 
stock  on  hand  is  not  great. 

New  York  harbor  trade  is  active,  prices  strong 
and  the  difficulty  is  to  procure  all  the  coal  needed 
at  the  moment.  Contractors  are  being  taken  care 
of  fairly  well,  but  current  trade  has  to  bid  prices 
up  to  get  coal. 

All-rail  trade  shows  a  large  demand.  Pro-  , 
ducers,  however,  are  making  every  effort  to  cut 
this  class  of  shipments  down  in  favor  of  tide. 

Car  supply,  everything  considered,  is  fair, 
though  complaints  from  some  districts  is  loud 
and  deep. 

Transportation  continues  good,  the  schedule 
being  exceeded  to  tide.  The  light  draft  vessels 
are  scarce,  large  craft  plentiful  and  rates  are 
firm  at  present  quotations.  \Ve  quote  current 
rates  of  freight  from  Philadelphia  as  follows: 
To  Boston,  Salem  and  Portland,  SOc;  Lynn,  New- 
buryport,  Gardiner  and  Bangor,  $1.00;  Ports¬ 
mouth,  85c;  sound,  70c;  Saco,  $1.10  and  towage; 
Bath,  85c. 


Market  Mlews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  \2.—  {St>ccial  Correspond¬ 
ence.)— ILiiccis  of  the  car  shortage  are  begin¬ 
ning  to  be  felt  in  the  lake  shipping  business,  a 
noticeable  falling  off  in  the  amount  of  coal  going 
up'  the  great  waterway  be  ng  observable.  In 
fact,  all  branches  of  the  business  are  feeling  the 
hardship  of  a  limited  supply  of  rolling  stock. 
Lake  trade  is  affected  for  the  reason  that  Uie 
amount  of  coal  coming  forward  from  the  collier¬ 
ies  is  meager,  and  the  general  trade  is  handi¬ 
capped  by  not  being  able  to  secure  cars  in  which 
to  distribute  the  mine  output.  At  the  same'time 
orders  are  coming  in  at  a  remarkably  increased 
volume,  and  the  dealers  are  in  a  dilemma  as  to 
how  the  business  will  be  cared  for. 

Hopeful  Tone  to  Bituminous. 

There  is  a  somewhat  gloomy  outlook  confront¬ 
ing  the  anthracite  dealers,  for  these  outside  or¬ 
ders  are  increasing  at  an  alarming  rate,  when 
the  drawbacks  under  which  they  are  working  are 
taken  into  account.  Efforts  to  secure  cars  have 
failed.  In  fact,  the  dealers  assert  that  instead  of 
improving,  the  condition  is  becoming  constantly 
and  rapidly  worse.  Of  course,  the  principal  or¬ 
ders  coming  in  at  present  are  not  of  large  size, 
as  the  heavy  buyers  have  st’ll  a  good  supply  on 
hand,  but  the  number  of  small  orders  is  unusually 
plentiful,  and  the  small  retailers  who  constitute 
the  bulk  of  these  customers  are  importunate. 
They  have  waited,  as  they  usually  do,  until  the 
last  possible  moment  before  making  their  requisi¬ 
tions,  and  now  they  can  not  well  wait,  for  they 
are  in  turn  being  badgered  by  their  own  custom¬ 
ers,  the  approach  of  cold  weather,  heralded  by  a 
few  frosty  nights,  having  aroused  them  to  ac¬ 
tivity. 


In  the  bituminous  market  there  is  a  hopeful 
tone,  and  if  cars  could  be  obtained  to  handle  busi¬ 
ness  promptly  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  soft 
coal  people  would  be  benefited  by  the  anthracite 
congestion.  Seldom  are  both  the  hard  and  soft 
coal  roads  tied  up  as  at  present  simultaneously. 
Usually  the  Pennsylvania  is  able  to  keep  the  soft 
coal  men  supplied,  no  matter  what  condition  pre¬ 
vails  as  to  cars  on  the  anthracite  roads,  but  at 
the  present  time  everybody  is  tied  up  by  this 
universal  handicap.  Clark  Roberts,  of  the  Hed- 
strom  company,  in  conversation  with  The  Black 
Diamond  representative  today,  said  : 

Interview  With  Leading  Shipper. 

“The  scarcity  of  box  cars  jcontinues  fully  as 
noticeable  as  at  any  time  durfng  the  past  month. 
In  fact,  the  condition,  instead  of  improving,  is 
apparently  growing  worse  every  day.  It  is  next 
to  impossible  to  get  bituminous  coal  forward  to 
its  destination.  Apparently  there  is  so  much 
other  business  for  the  rolling  stock  which  has 
heretofore  been  at  the  service  of  the  coal  trade 
that  we  can  not  get  a  sufficient  number  of  cars 
released  with  which  to  fill  our  orders.  The 
iron  and  steel  business  is  principally  responsible 
for  this,  for  it  has  increased  to  such  an  extent 
that  the  cars  available,  or  rather  su'table,  for 
coal  carrying  are  gobbled  up  by  this  trade  before 
we  can  get  hold  of  them.” 

The  price  of  bituminous  coal  has  gone  up  slight¬ 
ly  since  the  last  report,  though  not  to  the  extent 
which  might  have  been  expected.  A  month  ago 
mine-run  Allegheny  valley  sold  at  Buffalo  for 
$2.00  and  select  lump  at  $2.20.  The  same  coal 
is  now  selling  at  $2.10,  lump  and  nut  at  $2.20  and 
select  lump  at  $2.30;  slack,  $1.85;  Pittsburg,  $2.25, 


$2.35,  $2.45  for  the  corresponding  grades. 

Buffalo  is  not  the  only  point  where  trouble  is 
being  experienced.  Practically  all  shipping  points 
are  clamoring  for  more  tonnage,  both  lake  and 
rail.  At  the  mines  also  a  serious  condition  is 
developing.  One  prominent  local  shipper  said  to¬ 
day  that  not  enough  cars  could  be  obtained  to 
handle  more  than  one-half  the  output  of  the 
mines.  So  far  as  the  Pennsylvania  mines  are  con¬ 
cerned  the  trouble  appears  to  be  centered  in  the 
vicinity  of  Pittsburg. 

Railroads  generally  appreciate  the  ser'ous  char¬ 
acter  of  the  present  embargo,  for  reports  come 
from  the  big  railroad  centers  to  the  effect  that 
large  orders  for  freight  cars  of  the  kind  mo  t 
needed  in  the  coal  trade  have  been  placed  with  the 
manufacturers.  One  road  yesterday  placed  an 
order  for  30.000  cars  for  early  delivery. 

Lake  Shipments  Are  Reduced. 

Lake  shipments  for  the  week  reached  54,800 
tons,  distributed  as  follows : 


Port.  Tons. 

Chicago  . 29,100 

Duluth  .  5,300 

Sault  Ste.  Marie  .  1.150 

Menominee  .  1,000 

Milwaukee  . 12,250 

Superior  .  5,350 

Toledo  .  050 


The  construction  force  of  the  Erie  railroad  has 
now  under  way  the  task  of  building  a  huge  coal 
transfer,  a  depository  for  the  company’s  anthra¬ 
cite  which  supplies  local  trade.  Superintendent 
Charles  A.  Brunn,  of  the  Erie,  said  today  the 
transfer  would  be  finished  by  January  first,  1006. 
It  is  being  hustled  along  as  rap'dly  as  possible 
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Mr.  Brunn  said  also  that  the  covered  storage 
will  be  of  steel,  thus  making  the  structure  a  stable 
affair.  ’  It  is  to  be  500  feet  long  and  125  feet 
wide.  All  plans  affecting  the  new  transfer  pro¬ 
vide  modern  methods.  Considerable  machinery  is 
necessary  in  the  construction  and  this  will  be  of 
the  most  improved  character.  Provision  has  been 
made  for  rerizing  all  coal,  as  well  as  for  trans¬ 
ferring  it  from  one  car  to  another. 

The  structure  is  being  erected  on  the  south 
side  of  William  street,  east  of  Bailey  avenue.  Sev¬ 
eral  years  ago  the  company  erected  a  covered 
storage  in  William  street,  west  of  Bailey  avenue, 
having  a  capacity  of  125,000  tons.  There  are  few 
larger  transfers  than  this  in  the  state. 


Large  Coal  'Deal  Pending. 

What  seems  likely  to  be  an  important  deal  in 
coal  land  is  a  result  of  the  filing  of  an  option 
during  tlie  pa^t  week,  in  which  two  large  New 
York  companies  are  participants,  the  Maryland 
Coal  Co.  being  the  purchaser  and  the  firm  of 
Hillebrandt  &  Moore  the  sellers.  The  option, 
running  for  sixty  days,  is  on  a  tract  of  3,000 
acres  of  coal  land,  located  at  South  Forks,  Pa., 
in  the  Wilmore  basin.  This  tract  is  part  of  an 
estate,  the  heirs  being  a  boy  and  girl.  It  was  im¬ 
practicable  to  dispose  of  this  land  heretofore, 
the  trustees  desiring  to  hold  it.  Hillebrandt  & 
Moore  are  large  buyers  of  this  grade  of  coal, 
having  several  large  contracts  for  a  supply.  De¬ 
siring  to  increase  their  tonnage  on  this  product, 
they  took  up  negotiations  with  President  Stine- 
man,  of  the  Stineman  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  which 
property  is  located  in  that  field.  Mr.  Stineman 
secured  the  option  on  this  3,000-acre  tract  and 
assigned  it  over  to  Hillebrandt  &  Moore.  This 
firm  submitted  the  proposition  to  President  J.  E. 
Knapp,  of  the  Maryland  Coal  Co.,  who  entered 
into  an  agreement  with  Hillebrandt  &  Moore  in 
the  event  of  the  property  proving  to  be  as  re¬ 
ported,  on  examination,  that  it  would  be  operated 
by  the  Maryland  company,  and  the  output  of  the 
mines  would  be  divided  for  a  long  term  of  years, 
forty  per  cent  going  to  Hillebrandt  &  INIoore, 
who  will  have  the  exclusive  selling  rights  on  this 
coal  in  New  York,  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  and  sixty  per  cent,  to  the  former  company. 

The  deal  is  an  important  one  to  both  interests 
in  that  it  is  probably  the  only  tract  of  coal  land 
left  in  that  section  carrying  the  high-grade  Miller 
vein,  and  if  reports  are  verified  the  buyers  will 
have  at  least  a  five-foot  vein  of  standard  coal. 
In  this  purchase  Mr.  Stineman  secures  for  him¬ 
self  a  strip  of  this  land  adjoining  the  company’s 
property.  Hillebrandt  &  Moore  also  participate 
in  the  selling  of  this  product,  which  wdl  amount 
to  a  considerable  tonnage. 

The  Maryland  Coal  Co.  is  one  of  the  oldest  com¬ 
panies  operating  in  the  George’s  Creek  coal  field 
and  has  recently  acquired  a  tract  of  Pittsburg 
seam  coal  at  Grafton,  W.  Va.,  which  has  been 
developed,  the  coal,  being  about  ready  for  ship¬ 
ment.  This  latter  mine  is  said  to  be  one  of  the 
most  complete  and  modern  in  opera'-ion. 


Loving  Cup  for  Edmonds. 

The  Philadelphia  Coal  Exchange  recently  pre¬ 
sented  its  vice-president,  George  W.  Edmonds, 
with  a  handsome  silver  loving  cup  in  commem¬ 
oration  of  the  success  with  which  he  had  man¬ 
aged  the  annual  excursion  to  Lakes  George  and 
Champlain.  The  cup  was  gold  lined,  and  in 
addition  to  Mr.  Edmonds’  monogram  had  the 
following  inscription  engraved  on  it : 

“Presented  to  George  W.  Edmonds  by  the 
members  of  the  Philadelphia  Coal  Exchange 
and  their  friends  who  accompanied  them,  in 
grateful  remembrance  of  his  untiring  ef¬ 
forts  as  chairman  of  the  excursion  commit¬ 
tee.  Lake  George,  Lake  Champlain,  Sara¬ 
toga,  September  twelfth-sixteenth,  1905.” 

His  associates  on  the  committee  were  present¬ 
ed  with  silver  match  boxes  bearing  the  mono¬ 
grams  of  the  recipients,  N.  W.  Buzby  and  M.  J. 
McCusker,  and  also  the  names  of  the  three  places 
which  the  excursionists  visited. 

On  the  return  trip  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted  and  placed  on  the  minutes  of  the 
exchange : 

"Resolved,  That  as  we  are  about  to  reach  the 
end  of  our  journey,  after  a  most  enjoyable  trip 
of  four  days,  it  is  but  seemly  and  proper  that  we 


should  thankfully  acknowledge  the  beneficence 
and  care  of  an  all-wise  Providence,  who  has 
vouchsafed  to  us  safety,  pleasure  and  profit ;  and 
be  it  further 

‘‘Resolved,  That  this  meeting  desires  to  tender 
to  the  ever-popular  chairman  of  the  excursion 
committee,  George  W.  Edmonds,  its  heartiest 
thanks  and  warmest  praise  for  the  manner  and 
methods  of  its  entertainment  during  the  trip,  and 
specially  for  his  urbanity  and  personal  magnetism, 
which  have  added  so  much  to  the  enjoyment  of  the 
occasion.  He  is  the  right  man  in  the  right  place, 
the  ne  plus  ultra  of  good  fellows;  and  be  it 
further 

“Resolved,  That  the  other  mefnbers  of  the  ex¬ 
cursion  committee,  Buzby  and  McCusker,  are 
entitled  to  our  undying  regard  and  the  wannest 
thanks  for  the  many  conveniences  at  their  hands, 
and  for  their  solicitous  care  for  the  general  wel¬ 
fare  of  all. 

"Resolved,  To  the  ladies,  God  bless  them! 


(Where  would  we  be  without  them?)  To  them 
we  contritely  acknowledge  our  being  and  exist¬ 
ence.  To  them  we  go  for  comfort  and  sympathy. 
With  them  we  have  our  heaven  and  earth, 
through  them  may  we  be  led  to  that  heaven  which 
is  the  Goal  of  humanity.” 

Resolutions  of  regret  were  also  adopted  at  the 
inability  of  President  Walker,  of  the  exchange, 
to  take  part  in  the  excursion.  The  remainder 
of  the  meeting  was  devoted  to  routine  matters. 

V 


The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  &  Coal 
Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  transported 
over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  October  seventh, 
the  corresponding  week  last  year,  the  year  to  date 
and  the  corresponding  period  in  1904 : 


Cumber- 

Broad  top.  land. 

Week  ending  Oct.  7,  1905 _  10,194  20,075 

Corresponding  week,  1904 .  7,677  22,890 

Total  for  1905 . 517,059  743,597 

Corresponding  period,  1904 ... 449,705  848,288 


Total. 

36,270 

30,556 

1,260,650 

1,298,054 


A  Leading  Coal  Traffic  Manager. 


F.  E.  Herriman,  who  was  appointed  to  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  coal  traffic  manager  of  the  New  York 
Central  &  Hudson  River  railroad,  the  West  Shore 
railroad,  the  Rutland  railroad,  the  Boston  &  Al¬ 
bany  railroad,  the  New  York  &  Ottawa  railroad 
and  the  Ottawa  &  New  York  railway,  effective 
October  first,  assumes  important  responsibilities, 
being  given  control  of  the  large  coal  interests  of 
these  several  companies,  which  reflects  a  high 
appreciation  of  his  past  service  in  the  handling 
of  this  department,  and  is  a  recognition  of  h's 
ability  and  good  judgment.  Mr.  Herriman,  while 


and  lumber  agent  of  the  Chesapeake,  Ohio  & 
Southwestern  railroad  at  Louisville,  Ky.  On 
February  first,  1885,  he  became  identified  with  the 
Beech  Creek  railroad  as  its  general  freight  and 
passenger  agent,  which  was  at  that  time  prac¬ 
tically  a  new  road.  In  the  development  of  this 
road  and  the  Beech  Creek  coal  region  Mr.  Herri¬ 
man  proved  himself  an  untiring  worker,  and  in 
consequence  met  with  considerable  success  in 
building  up  a  profitable  tonnage,  especially  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  coal  mining  interests.  He  is 
deserving  of  much  credit  for  the  success  which 


only  identified  with  the  New  York  Central  since 
1899,  had  a  previous  experience  in  railroad  affairs 
and  the  development  of  coal  fields,  which  gave 
him  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  commercial  side 
of  the  industry. 

He  was  born  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  on  September 
thirtieth,  1859,  and  entered  the  railway  service 
as  clerk  to  the  superintendent  of  the  Cincinnati, 
Sandusky  &  Cleveland  railroad  in  1874,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  consecutively  pushing  his 
way  to  higher  offices,  as  secretary  to  the  general 
manager  of  the  same  company,  later  becoming 
assistant  to  the  president,  and  he  was  at  one  time 
purchasing  agent  for  the  same  road.  Following 
this  connection  he  accepted  a  position  as  coal 


this  field  has  attained  as  an  important  factor  in 
the  coal  market  today. 

In  1899  he  became  affiliated  with  the  New  York 
Central  railroad  as  division  coal  agent,  holding 
this  position  till  1901,  when  he  was  appointed  the 
general  coal  agent  of  all  the  New  York  Central 
lines  east  of  the  Niagara  frontier,  which  position 
he  has  held  up  to  his  present  promotion.  With 
the  increa  ed  jurisdiction  given  Mr.  Herriinati  in 
his  new  position,  the  office  is  important,  as  with 
the  company’s  coal  tonnage,  which  averages  about 
forty  per  cent  of  its  gross  traffic,  there  will,  no 
doubt,  be  opportunity  for  improvements  which, 
under  his  direction,  will  result  in  much  benefit  to 
the  road  and  to  coal  .shippers. 
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Eastern  Personal 

The  schooner  Thomas  B.  Schall  of  Baltimore 
ran  aground  last  week  off  Old  Point  Comfort. 
The  vessel  is  loaded  with  coal  from  Hampton 
Roads  and  is  reported  to  be  full  of  water,  which 
will  probably  make  it  a  total  loss.  Another 
schooner  was  also  reported  ashore  in  Hampton 
Roads,  off  Hampton  bar,  at  the  same  time. 

Many  of  the  largest  retail  coal  dealers  at  Phila¬ 
delphia  are  refusing  to  accept  orders  for  imme¬ 
diate  delivery  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  cars. 
No  relief  is  expected  until  the  new  cars  ordered 
by  tlie  railroads  have  begun  to  arrive.  It  has 
been  stated  by  one  of  the  large  dealers  that  bi¬ 
tuminous  coal  may  advance  to  $l.40@1.50  very 
soon  at  the  mines. 

Thos.  A.  Whelan  is  having  an  ordinance  pre¬ 
pared  prohibiting  the  use  of  bituminous  coal  in 
the  city  of  Baltimore.  The  present  ordinance  in 
that  city  exempts  factories  and  engines,  and  Mr. 
Whalen  recently  called  on  Mayor  Timanus  in 
order  to  secure  his  cooperation  in  preparing  the 
new  ordinance.  The  mayor  has  promised  all  the 
aid  at  his  command. 

The  Staten  Island  Rapid  Transit  Co.  has  exten¬ 
sive  improvements  under  way,  several  contracts 
having  already  been  awarded,  which  include  the 
l)uilding  of  a  stone  dock  485  feet  long  by  51  feet 
wide,  extension  of  other  docks,  installation  of 
car  unloaders  and  the  construction  of  a  foreign 
freight  pier  at  Thompkinsville.  An  additional 
dock  and  a  lighterage  pier  will  also  be  constructed 
at  St.  George. 

The  engineering  department  of  the  United 
States  government,  which  recently  opened  bids 
for  supplying  a  quantity  of  bituminous  coal,  to  be 
furnished  the  dredges  at  Ambrose  channel.  New 
York  harbor,  has  awarded  the  contract  for  the 
same  to  the  Amalgamated  Coal  Co.,  17  State 
street.  New  York.  'I'his  company  was  the  lowest 
bidder,  quoting  $3.01  at  Stapleton  trimmed  in 
l)unker  and  $2.79  at  pockets. 

No  action  has  been  taken  as  yet  to  adjust  the 
bunkering  business  at  New  York,  Philadelphia 
and  Baltimore  for  the  coming  year.  Several  in¬ 
formal  discussions  have  been  held,  and  most  in¬ 
terests,  anticipating  orders  on  this  class  of  trade, 
would  like  to  know  what  prices  are  likely  to  pre¬ 
vail.  Now  that  prices  have  been  narned  at  the 
Virginia  cape  ports,  acceptable  to  foreign  agents, 
there  should  be  no  hesitancy  in  adopting  compar¬ 
ative  figures  at  these  other  ports. 

The  Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.  and  the  Blaine 
Coal  Co.,  of  which  J.  E.  Davis  is  president,  which 
have  been  located  since  their  inception,  the  first 
of  the  year,  with  offices  on  the  ninth  floor  of 
No.  1  Broadway,  Newt  York  city,  have  outgrown 
the  space  occupied,  commercially,  and  to  facilitate 
the  handling  of  their  business  have  taken  a  large 
adjoining  suite  which  will  be  used  in  connection 
with  the  old  quarters.  The  additional  quarters 
have  been  redecorated  very  attractively,  and  with 
the  rich  mahogany  furniture  the  enlarged  suite  is 
a  most  pleasant  one. 

I'wo  new  veins  of  coal  have  been  discovered 
on  the  tract  owned  by  the  Northeast  Coal  Co., 
Scranton,  Pa.  One  of  the  veins  is  seven  feet  ten 
inches  and  the  other  is  five  feet  seven  inches. 
This  is  exceedingly  satisfying  to  the  residents  of 
that  vicinity,  as  it  assures  plenty  of  work  for 
the  next  several  years.  A  new  breaker,  twice  the 
size  of  the  one  first  intended,  is  to  be  built  at 
once,  and  about  500  tons  of  coal  are  now.  ready 
to  be  run  through  it.  Thos.  H.  Hull  and  John 
H.  Jordan  arc  among  the  Scranton  men  who  have 
large  holdings  in  the  company. 

The  Diamond  breaker,  now  being  built  for  the 
coal  department  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  railroad,  is  to  be  equipped  with  a  new 
invention  by  which  the  usefulness  of  the  wash- 
eries  will  be  materially  curtailed,  as  it  is  expected 
the  machinery  of  the  breaker  will  be  improved  to 
such  an  extent  that  it  will  prepare  all  sizes  of 
coal  as  small  as  buckwheat  Nos.  1,  2  and  3.  At 
present  all  coal  of  a  less  size  than  pea  is  sorted 
in  the  washery  after  passing  through  the  breaker. 
The  only  use  for  the  washeries,  if  this  plan  is 
generally  adopted,  will  be  in  connection  with  the 
culm,  but  it  may  be  that  Mr.  Nichtel,  inventor  of 
the  patent,  will  be  able  to  develop  his  invention. 
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so  that  it  will  be  capable  of  handling  this  finest 
of  all  coal  in  time. 

The  Reading  company’s  ocean-going  tug  Mon- 
ocacy,  recently  launched  at  Sparrow’s  Point,  near 
Baltimore,  arrived  at  Philadelphia  last  week  and 
will  be  placed  in  service  at  once.  This  is  one  of 
several  tugs  the  Reading  has  had  built  recently 
for  the  better  equipment  of  its  towing  business 
on  coal  between  Philadelphia  and  far  eastern 
ports.  It  is  also  having  constructed  at  this  time 
a  number  of  additional  barges  of  the  smaller  class, 
carrying  about  1,200  tons,  to  increase  the  shipping 
facilities  by  water  to  the  shoal  and  inland  water 
ports  in  order  to  protect  this  trade  against  delays 
in  all-rail  movement. 

At  a  conference  held  in  the  office  of  General 
Manager  Atterbury  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad 
it  was  decided  recently  to  place  an  order  for  1,500 
steel  passenger  cars,  to  cost  $5,000,000,  to  be  used 
in  the  service  of  that  road.  These  cars  will 
weigh  but  little  more  than  the  ordinary  wooden 
ones,  and  it  has  been  proved  that  they  can  not 
be  telescoped  nor  broken  in  on  the  sides  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  heavy  steel  plates.  An  operating 
official  of  the  Pennsylvania  predicts  that  it  will 
not  be  more  than  five  years  when  all  the  wooden 
cars  on  that  road  will  be  doomed  to  the  scrap 
heap  or  sold  to  other  rail  lines. 

A  new  tunnel,  to  connect  Rausch  Gap,  Schuylkill 
county.  Pa.,  and  the  Brookside  colliery  workings, 
one  of  the  largest  producers  of  the  Philadelphia 
&  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  is  to  be  undertaken 
soon.  A  large  body  of  coal  in  the  Lykens  valley, 
on  the  north  side  of  the  mountain,  is  to  be  tapped 
and  a  tunnel  to  the  Brookside  workings  is  con¬ 
sidered  the  most  economical  way  of  developing 
the  field,  as  the  Reading  company  has  no  line 
of  railway  connecting  the  two,  and  to  build  one. 
would  entail  great  expense,  as  there  is  an  exceed¬ 
ingly  heavy  grade.  It  is  expected  that  several 
years  will  be  required  for  the  completiori  of  the 
tunnel,  which  will  be  an  important  engineering 
feat. 

The  bureau  of  manufacturers  in  a  recent  publi¬ 
cation  quotes  the  London  Times  on  the  great  de¬ 
mand  for  Welsh  coal  at  home  and  abroad.  Last 
year  the  quantity  of  coal  exported  from  Cardiff 
'was  14,920,610  tons,  and  from  all  the  South  Wales 
ports  over  21,000,000  tons,  or  just  half  the  total 
coal  export  trade  of  the  whole  of  the  country. 
The  nearest  and  by  far  the  greatest  market  is  in 
the  Mediterranean,  and  the  following  were  the  ex¬ 
ports  from  Cardiff  in  1904  to  French,  Italian  and 
Egyptian  ports :  Alexandria,  503,000  tons ;  Gib¬ 
raltar,  189,826  tons;  Marseilles,  331,157  tons; 
Constantinople,  136,000  tons;  Bordeaux,  285,000 
tons;  Genoa,  970,000  tons;  Malta,  342,106  Ions, 
and  Port  Said,  1,114,086  tons.  To  Madeira  and 
the  Canary  islands  the  exports  amounted  to  over 
600,000  tons;  to  Aden,  167,000  tons;  to  Cape 
Town,  317,000  tons;  to  Colombo,  280,000  tons;  to 
the  Philippines,  57,000  tons;  Hongkong,  582,596 
tons;  Singapore,  113,000  tons;  Shanghai,  141,000 
tons,  and  over  1,200,000  tons  went  to  Uruguay 
and  the  Argentine  Republic.  Other  depots  could 
be  mentioned,  but  these  figures,  though  in  a  few 
cases  of  an  exceptional  character,  suffice  to  show 
how  largely  supplied  is  the  world’s  mercantile  ma¬ 
rine  with  coals  from  South  Wales,  and  incidentally 
to  explain  how  it  is  that  Cardiff  clears  more  ton¬ 
nage  for  foreign  trade  than  any  other  port  in 
the  world.  The  question  of  how  long  Wales 
will  be  able  to  continue  in  her  present  position 
as  the  main  source  of  the  world’s  supply  of  this 
valuable  kind  of  coal  is  agitating  the  minds  of 
Welsh  colliers.  The  United  States,  Australia, 
Japan,  India  and  other  countries  are  not  only  se¬ 
curing  sufficient  coal  for  their  own  fires  at  home, 
but  are  beginning  to  export  to  places  hitherto  en¬ 
tirely,  or  almost  entirely,  supplied  by  Wales. 

V 

A.  L.  Ufick,  president  of  the  state  federation  of 
labor  in  Iowa,  recently  addressed  a  party  of  500 
coal  miners  from  Polk  county  at  Altoona,  Iowa. 
The  meeting  was  a  demonstration  of  the  miners’ 
desire  to  have  matters  favorable  to  their  organiza¬ 
tion  considered  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  state 
federation. 


Iowa  Elects  Delegates. 

.•\t  a  meeting  of  the  Iowa  Coal  Operators’ 
Association,  held  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  this  week, 
representatives  were  named  to  attend  the  bitu¬ 
minous  conference  to  be  held  at  Chicago  Novem¬ 
ber  twenty-second.  Two  delegates  at  large  were 
.selected,  consisting  of  C.  H.  Morris,  president  of 
the  association,  and  J.  P.  Reese,  secretary.  In 
addition,  the  following  district  delegates  were 
named :  • 

First  District — Alex.  Dargavell,  Centerville, 
Iowa. 

Second  District — H.  L.  Waterman,  Ottumwa, 
Iowa. 

Third  District — B.  C.  Buxton,  Buxton,  Iowa. 

Fourth  District — E.  C.  Smith,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

Fifth  District — Col.  H.  H.  Canfield,  Boone,  Iowa. 

There  was  some  discussion  of  the  purposes  of 
the  Chicago  meeting,  but  all  of  this  was  informal. 
The  delegates  elected  were  empowered  to  use 
their  own  discretion  as  to  any  action  that  may 
come  up  for  a  decision. 


September  Production. 


I'he  anthracite  tonnage  of  the  individual  rail¬ 
roads  for  September  and  for  the  year  to  date 
compares  with  1904  as  follows ; 


1905. 

1904. 

Changes. 

•Reading  . 

.  .1,067,918 

733,838 

334,080 

•Lehigh  Valley  . 

. .  861,529 

649,092 

212.437 

•Jersey  Central  . 

.  .  709,700 

552,742 

156,958 

•Del.,  Lack.  &  West.. 

.  .  772,500 

572,564 

199,942 

•Delaware  &  Hudson. 

.  .  422,789 

290,609 

132,180 

tPennsylvania  . 

.  .  .325,414 

339,094 

13,680 

•Erie  . 

.  .  568,799 

405,916 

162,883 

•Ontario  &  Western  .  . 

.  .  218,980 

185,472 

33,508 

tD.,  S.  &  S . 

.  .  134,599 

137,276 

2,677 

Totals  . 

.  .5,082,232 

3,967,600 

1,114,632 

Year  to  date: 

*  Reading  . 

8,174,926 

6,870,073 

1,126,798 

•Lehigh  Valley  . 

.  .7,419,881 

549,808 

•Jersey  Central  . 

.  .5,896,574 

5,388,906 

507,668 

•D.,  L.  &  W . 

.  .6,939,033 

6,082,813 

856,220 

•D.  &  H . 

.  .4,258,367 

4,002,368 

255,999 

•Pennsylvania  . 

.  .3,598,210 

3,524,929 

73,281 

•Erie  . 

.  .4,669,415 

4,318,429 

350,986 

•o.  &  W . 

.  .2,113,527 

1,950,805 

162,722 

•D.,  S.  &  S . 

.  .1,196,070 

1,141,149 

54,921 

Totals  . 

.45,387,810 

42,173,768 

3,214,042 

‘Increase. 

tDecreasc. 


Pennsylvania  Shipments. 

The  shipments  of  coal  and  coke  originating  on 
the  Pennsylvania  railroad  east  of  Pittsburg  and 
Erie  for  the  week  ending  September  thirtieth 
aggregated  978,859  tons,  distributed  as  follows : 


1905.  1905.  1904. 

Weekending  Year  to  Year  to 

Sept.  30.  Sept.  30.  Oct.  1. 

-Vnthracite  Ooal  .  88,722  3,404,442  3,313,833 

liituminous  Coal  . 669,227  21,725,597  20,017.816 

Coke  . 220,910  8,153,901  0.321,2.50 


rotals  . 978,859  33,283,940  29.658,899 


Wagon  Prices  at  Chicago. 


.\NTHR-5CITE. 

Crate  .  $6.50 

Stove  . 

Chestnut  . - .  6.75 

Egg .  6-76 

BITUMINOUS. 

Hocking  lump  .  $4.00 

Hocking  nut  . 3-50 

Illinois  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.00 

Indiana  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.00 

Wilmington  chunks  .  3.50 

No.  1  washed  nut .  3.50 

Brazil  block  .  3.75 

Jackson  Hill  Ohio .  5.00 

Cannel  lump  .  6.25 

Smithing  .  4.50 

West  Virginia  splint .  4.00 

Gas-house  coke  .  5.00 


The  Saylor  Coal  Co.,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  has 
commenced  sinking  a  new  shaft  on  the  recently 
proved  coal  fields  it  has  acquired  north  of  the 
county  poor  farm. 
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Talks  in  the  Field  of  the  Retail  Dealer. 


In  the  retail  coal  business  too  much  competi¬ 
tion — -that  is,  too  many  dealers  in  a  community — 
make  it  impossible  for  anyone  engaged  in  the 
business  to  make  more  than  a  bare  living.  In 
fact,  in  some  communities  where  business  is 
crowded  a  large  proportion  of  those  engaged  in 
merchandising  coal  do  not  make  even  a  living. 

The  question  of  limiting  competition  is  a  most 
important  one,  but  is  not  given  much  thought  by 
the  average  retail  coal  merchant. 

If  he  attempts  to  restrict  competition,  generally 
it  is  by  force  as  applied  to  a  man  about  to  en¬ 
gage  in  business  who  has  neither  scales  nor  office, 
and  who  therefore  is  ineligible  to  receive  coal 
from  wholesalers  under  a  strict  interpretation  of 
the  rules  of  the  various  state  and  interstate  asso¬ 
ciations. 

But  there  is  another  feature  of  this  matter 
which  is  not  given  the  attention  and  thought  it 
requires. 

The  individual  merchant  can  prevent  others 
from  engaging  in  the  business,  if  he  is  a  compe¬ 
tent  merchant.  At  least,  to  a  very  large  extent 
he  can  limit  the  number  of  new  comers  entering 
the  field,  because  the  service  which  he  gives  to 
his  patrons  is  of  such  a  character  that  he  can 
command  their  trade  through  the  superiority  of 
his  facilities  for  supplying  them  with  coal. 

This  is  a  very  long  sentence,  but  there  is  much 
food  for  thought  in  connection  with  it. 

Visited  Three  Different  Towns. 

I  am  going  to  relate  my  experiences  in  three 
small  towns  which  I  visited  recently,  and  I  think 
the  wideawake  dealers  who  are  posted  on  proper 
methods  of  business  will  agree  that  I  am  right. 

In  one  town  there  are  three  dealers.  This 
village  is  not  more  than  a  thousand  miles  from 
Chicago.  It  is  so  near  that  the  dealers  ought 
to  wake  up. 

The  three  dealers  in  this  place  were  as  much 
asleep  so  far  as  adopting  modern  methods  is  con¬ 
cerned  as  Rip  Van  Winkle  during  his  long  siesta. 

One  of  them  has  his  office  in  the  corner  of 
a  livery  stable.  There  is  an  odor  in  connection 
with  it  which  would  frighten  away  any  woman 
of  cleanly  habits.  Inside  the  office  there  was  a 
profusion  of  lap  robes,  harnesses  and  other  ap¬ 
purtenances  of  the  stable.  The  coal  man  had 
one  corner  to  himself,  a  dilapidated  desk,  a  cus¬ 
pidor  running  over  with  tobacco  saliva,  and  gen¬ 
erally  was  about  as  untidy  as  any  I  have  seeir. 
He  was  reading  a  copy  of  a  sporting  paper  when 
I  called,  took  a  stub  pipe  out  of  his  mouth  and 
looked  at  me  with  an  expression  of  “Well,  who 
the  d — 1  are  you.” 

His  surroundings  and  the  conditions  pertaining 
to  his  business  were  enough  to  drive  business 
away  instead  of  attract  it.  I  wondered  how  he 
could  sell  any  coal  in  such  surroundings,  and  if 
I  were  a  salesman  I  think  I  would  want  to  know 
a  lot  about  his  credit  before  I  gave  him  a  car  on 
time. 

The  other  office  in  the  town  was  run  by  a  man 
beyond  sixty-five  years  of  age,  who  seemed  too 
lazy  to  find  out  what  you  wanted  when  you 
called  on  him.  Age  should  not  be  a  barrier  to 
any  man  engaging  in  business.  The  man  with  ex¬ 
perience  and  progress  in  his  makeup  should  be 
a  better  coal  merchant  than  one  who  has  none. 
But  whether  he  be  old  or  young  he  should  take 
enough  interest  in  those  who  call  upon  him  to 
find  out  what  they  are  after  without  waiting  for 
them  to  do  the  talking.  In  other  words  the  mod¬ 
ern  business  man  must  be  up  and  doing. 

In  the  third  office  there  was  an  inexperienced 
girl  to  wait  on  customers.  When  I  asked  for  the 
proprietor  she  said  that  he  had  gone  fishing.  The 
office  was  kept  clean  and  the  appurtenances  were 
fairly  business  like.  Probably  when  the  owner 
was  at  home  he  did  business  according  to  more 
advanced  ideas. 

Invited  Invasion  of  Field. 

Now  these  three  merchants  invited  the  invasion 
of  that  field  by  a  bright,  wide-awake  coal  man 
who  would  be  up  and  doing. 

They  will  have  competition  before  long  without 
a  doubt,  as  the  town  is  growing  some.  And  when 
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they  do  have  competition  and  the  new  man  who 
invades  the  field  captures  all  the  cream  of  the 
trade  because  he  is  attending  to  business  all  of 
the  time,  they  will  wonder  how  he  did  it,  and 
probably  claim  that  some  coal  trust  backed  him 
in  the  enterprise. 

All  those  dealers  invited  such'  an  invasion  of 
the  field.  The  first  because  he  was  filthy  and 
his  surroundings  were  the  same.  The  second  be¬ 
cause  he  was  not  awake.  The  third  because,  in 
his  absence,  he  did  not  entrust  his  business  to 
some  one  who  could  look  after  it  properly.  Do 
not  understand  that  I  am  opposed  to  a  coal  mer¬ 
chant  going  fishing.  He  should  so  conduct  his 
business  that  he  can  take  recreation.  But  when  he 
does  take  recreation  he  should  leave  it  in  com¬ 
petent  hands. 

In  the  second  village  which  I  visited  there 
was  only  one  dealer.  He  was  engaged  in  the 
coal  business,  the  ice  business,  building  material, 
and  bought  potatoes  and  grain  on  the  side  when¬ 
ever  he  had  the  opportunity. 

The  coal  business  was  a  minor  consideration 
entirely.  Other  lines  occupied  most  of  his  at¬ 
tention.  His  coal  sheds  rapidly  were  going  to 
ruin  because  they  had  received  no  attention.  His 
office  was  unpainted,  evidently  because  he  was  so 
busy  he  did  not  have  time  to  attend  to  this  de¬ 
tail.  Inside  it  was  as  bad  as  outside.  The  floor 
was  caked  with  coal  dust  and  cement.  The  win¬ 
dows  were  so  dusty  that  you  could  write  your 
name  anywhere. 

Second  Town  Visited. 

I  gave  much  thought  to  the  question  of  the  effi¬ 
ciency  of  this  coal  merchant,  because  local  condi¬ 
tions  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  engage  in 
some  other  line  than  fuel,  owing  to  the  small 
consumption  of  the  latter. 

And  I  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  he  was 
making  a  mistake  and  one  which  he  will  regret 
some  time.  He  has  too  many  irons  in  the  fire. 

If  coal  is  the  least  paying  proposition  connected 
with  his  business,  it  is  because  he  gives  it  too 
little  attention.  If  it  is  important  enough  for 
him  to  engage  in  it  at  all  it  is  so  important  that 
he  should  do  it  properly. 

This  idea  of  sticking  out  a  sign  that  you  are 
a  coal  merchant  and  then  letting  the  business  run 
itself  is  all  wrong.  If  you  run  the  business 
properly,  have  some  knowledge  of  conditions  per¬ 
taining  to  it  and  study  them  you  can  make  a 
success  of  even,  a  small  yard.  The  man  who 
makes  a  success  of  a  small  yard  will  soon  reach 
the  point  where  he  will  need  a  larger  one,  if 
not  in  the  locality  in  which  he  is  at  present,  in 
some  other  locality  where  conditions  are  much 
better. 

This  man  was  inviting  competition  because  Jie 
did  not  give  sufficient  attention  to  any  one  line 
of  business.  Some  other  dealer  will  invade  that 
town  one  of  these  days  and  the  first  thing  he 
will  do  will  be  to  go  at  it  right.  During  the 
coal  season  he  will  be  a  coal  merchant;  during 
the  ice  season,  an  ice  merchant,  and  if  he  also 
handles  building  material,  he  will  be  a  building 
material  merchant  when  the  season  is  on  for  that 
class  of  material.  This  man  was  nothing.  He 
was  a  jack  of  all  trades  and  a  master  of  none. 

If  you  asked  him  about  a  certain  coal  he  replied, 
well,  that  is  a  pretty  good  coal.  When  you  want¬ 
ed  particulars,  he  said  he  sold  so  many  cars.  That 
was  all  he  seemed  to  know  on  the  subject.  His 
incompetency,  or  rather  attempt  to  do  too  much 
without  becoming  proficient  in  any  one  line,  was 
the  weak  spot. 

In  Third  Town  Dealer  Was  a  Bully. 

In  the  third  town  there  was  only  one  dealer. 

I  chanced  in  while  a  customer  was  buying  coal 
and  you  should  have  seen  the  way  in  which 
he  treated  that  customer — a  woman.  He  was 
surly  and  snappy  to  her.  Pretty  nearly  took  her 
head  off  because  she  wanted  him  to  deliver  half 
a  ton  of  coal  to  her  house.  Said  he  did  not  de¬ 
liver  in  half  ton  lots. 

Probably  she  was  not  the  best  customer  in  the 
world.  A  half-ton  lot  customer  generally  isn’t 
considered  the  best  kind,  because  that  is  a  small 


lot  to  buy,  but  she  was  willing  to  pay  for  it 
and  had  her  money  ready  in  one  comer  of  her 
hand,  as  was  demonstrated  later. 

Finally  noting  that  I  was  eyeing  him  pretty 
closely  this  coal  merchant  snapped  out :  “Well, 
where  do  you  want  it  delivered?  I’ll  take  your 
order  this  time,  but  it  is  the  last.”  His  tone  was 
domineering  and  bullying.  It  was  not  the  tone 
a  man  should  use  toward  a  lady  at  any  time  or 
any  place. 

It  was  more  like  the  exclamation  of  a  drunken 
husband  to  a  poor  brow-beaten  wife.  Had 
I  been  the  customer  or  had  she  been  any  rela¬ 
tive  of  mine  I  would  have  told  him  to  go  to 
the  warm  place  before  I  would  have  bought 
coal  or  anything  else  from  him. 

I  made  some  inquiries  after  I  left  this  man’s 
place  to  ascertain  what  kind  of  a  merchant  he 
was. 

They  were  nearly  all  of  the  same  tenor.  He 
was  a  bully  in  business  and  in  everything  else. 
He  had  a  magnificent  stature  and  his  very 
strength  seemed  to  ooze  out  in  every  word  he 
said,  but  he  did  not  use  it  in  the  manner  that 
a  strong  man  usually  does— he  was  a  bully. 

This  man  has  a  good  location,  but  he  is  in¬ 
viting  competition.  A  new  dealer  might  go  in 
there_  and  make  it  exceedingly  interesting  for 
him  inside  of  six  months  or  a  year.  He  would 
open  up  on  a  new  dealer  by  cutting  prices,  but  in 
the  end  he  would  lose  his  customers,  because  he 
has  had  a  monopoly  of  the  business  so  long  he 
thinks  he  owns  the  coal  trade  of  that  town. 

It  is  not  always  such  flagrant  incompetency  as 
this  that  invites  competition  in  the  retail  end. 
Slackness  in  business  in  one  or  two  particulars 
only  may  prove  the  magnet  which  attracts  some 
other  merchant  to  that  field. 

How  to  Meet  Competition. 

The  coal  merchant  who  does  not  want  compe¬ 
tition  should  always  conduct  his  business  so  that 
there  will  not  be  any  opening  for  the  new  fel¬ 
low.  He  can  do  this  easily  enough  if  he  is  a 
business  man.  But  he  must  be  a  business  man. 

First  of  all  he  must  understand  the  essentials 
of  business:  Courtesy  to  all  customers  alike,  a 
gentlemanly  deportment  at  all  times.  By  this 
I  do  not  mean  that  he  should  be  so  courteous 
that  he  can  not  refuse  credit  to  a  customer  who 
is  poor  pay.  There  is  a  dignified  courtesy  dis¬ 
played  by  the  modern  retail  business  man,  which 
prevents  undue  familiarity  and  enables  him  to 
be  firm  when  firmness  is  required  and  genial 
when  geniality  will  win  a  new  customer.  Do 
not  confuse  firmness  with  brutality,  however. 
Bullying  tactics  and  a  dignified  refusal  to  sell  a 
customer  are  as  unlike  as  they  can  be. 

The  coal  merchant  who  will  make  a  success 
of  business  must  have  another  qualification.  He 
must  know  his  business.  When  a  man  asks  him 
about  a  certain  coal  he  must  understand  that 
coal  in  order  to  tell  the  inquirer  all  about  it. 

The  most  successful  retailers  today  are  those 
who  handle  goods  of  the  best  quality.  This  is 
true  in  every  line  of  business.  Handle  good 
coals  and  you  will  stand  a  much  better  chance 
of  winning  success  than  you  will  if  you  handle 
poor  coals,  and  expect  people  to  accept  them  as 
good  coals. 

A  short  time  ago  I  wrote  an  article  for  this 
column  about  buying  coal  for  the  retail  yard  in 
which  I  showed  the  saving  that  could  be  accom¬ 
plished  if  the  coal  were  bought  in  August  instead 
of  September.  Along  that  same  line  I  would  add 
that  the  purchase  of  good  coal  will  be  a  draw¬ 
ing  card  with  the  retailer.  If  he  actually  knows 
when  he  is  purchasing  good  coals,  he  will  be  in 
a  position  to  recommend  such  purchases  to  his 
customers.  If  he  is  ignorant,  well,  he  is  incom¬ 
petent  to  engage  in  the  coal  business. 

Other  Essentials  of  Success. 

If  one  is  to  meet  with  success  in  the  retail 
business  one  must  keep  the  office  in  good  con¬ 
dition.  The  floors  ^hould  be  kept  clean,  the 
office  furniture  should  be  attractive,  the  bins  in 
the  yard  should  be  kept  in  repair,  the  teams  and 
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wagons  should  look  as  if  they  were  properly  at¬ 
tended  to — every  detail  should  receive  attention. 

Promptness  in  paying  attention  to  the  wants 
of  customers  should  receive  attention.  A  promise 
should  never  be  made  to  deliver  coal  at  a  cer¬ 
tain  hour  or  date  un'.ess  that  promise  can  be 
fulfilled. 

All  these  details  make  for  competency  in  busi¬ 
ness.  There  is  one  other  that  has  not  been 
touched  upon.  That  other  consists  in  keeping 
up  with  modern  business  ideas.  Progress  is  be¬ 
ing  made  in  the  retail  coal  business.  A  man  can 
not  sit  back  in  his  chair  and  conduct  a  retail 
business  as  his  father  did  twenty  years  ago.  He 
must  be  up  and  doing,  note  the  improvements 
that  are  being  made  and  be  willing  to  adopt  any 
which  will  provide  better  facilities  for  his  cus¬ 
tomers  and  increase  the  tonnage  of  coal  which  he 
sells.  Modern  merchandising  applies  to  the  coal 
business  as  well  as  to  the  grocery  store. 


There  are  many  incompetent  dealers  engaged 
in  selling  coal  at  retail.  There  is  room  for  many 
who  are  competent  to  expand  and  crowd  these 
out  of  business.  With  the  great  advancement 
which  is  going  on  in  commercial  life  they  will 
be  crowded  out  before  they  know  it.  Which 
class  do  you  belong  to?  Are  you  a  graduate  of 
the  local  express  line  and  do  you  remain  at 
the  same  point  so  far  as  business  methods  are 
concerned  and  their  application  to  your  busi¬ 
ness  as  you  did  five  or  ten  years  ago,  or  are  you 
in  the  progressive  class?  Your  future  success  will 
depend  on  the  answer  to  this  question.  If  you 
are  asleep  wake  up!  If  you  are  too  much  smit¬ 
ten  with  your  own  opinions  to  adopt  new  ones, 
some  one  will  wake  you  up.  Business  is  different 
than  it  was  a  few  years  ago.  It  takes  the  sleep¬ 
less  man  to  get  ahead  now,  while  the  sleepy 
man  is  going  the  other  way  about  as  rapidly  as 
he  can.  The  Yard  Manager. 


The  New  Retailers'  International 

Association 


The  new  International  Council  of  Coal  Mer¬ 
chants,  recently  organized  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  by 
delegates  representing  coal  exchanges,  state  and 
interstate  associations,  and  through  the  merging 
of  the  International  Coal  Merchants’  Association 
and  the  National  Countil  of  State  and  Interstate 
Associations,  promises  to  be  an  organization  of 
considerable  interest  to  the  coal  trade.  It  is  the 
purpose  to  unify  all  the  retail  organizations  by 
means  of  a  central  body.  Each  association  form¬ 
ing  this  central  body  will  be  enabled  to  continue 
its  work  as  in  the  past,  but  through  unity  of 
action  it  is  planned  to  act  harmoniously  on  mat¬ 
ters  of  general  importance  to  the  retail  trade. 

The  new  organization,  it  is  planned,  will  be 
an  incorporated  body  and  corporation  papers 
probably  will  be  taken  out  under  the  laws  of 
Illinois.  They  will  provide  for  an  organization 
having  for  its  purpose  “the  mutual,  moral,  social, 
mental  and  material  improvement  of  its  members 
and  others  engaged  in  the  coal  business ;  the  pro¬ 
motion  and  encouragement  of  a  high  standard  of 
business  ethics  among  its  members  and  others 
engaged  in  the  coal  business;  the  promotion,  en¬ 
couragement  and  maintenance  of  a  common  cen¬ 
tral  bureau  of  information  to  procure  and  dis¬ 
seminate  any  and  all  legal  and  proper  information 
that  may  be  obtainable  which  will  tend  to  the 
benefit,  enlightenment  and  advancement  of  its 
members  and  others  engaged  in  mining,  shipping 
nr  retailing  coal.” 

The  by-laws  furnish  the  plan  of  the  new  or¬ 
ganization  in  detail,  and  undoubtedly  will  be  of 
Tnterest  to  the  whole  coal  trade.  They  are  as 
follows  : 

ARTICLE  I.  NAME. 

Section  1.  The  name  or  title  of  this  corporation  is 
and  shall  he  “International  Council  of  Coal  Merchants. 

Section  2.  The  principal  place  of  business  of  this  cor¬ 
poration  shall  be  Chicago,  in  the  County  of  Co^k  State 
of  Illinois,  but  business  offices  may  be  located  in  any 
other  state,  states  or  provinces  at  such  points  as  may 
from  time  to  time  be  designated  by  tbe  board  of  di¬ 
rectors. 

Section  3.  Officers  of  tbe  corporation  may  transact 
th^  business  pertaining  to  their  t^pective  offices  at  any 
business  office  designated  by  the  board  of  directors. 

ARTICLE  11.  MEMBERSHIP  SCOPE. 

Section  1.  To  the  end  that  the  work  of  this  corpora- 
tion  shall  be  international  in  its  scope  and  in^clude  rep- 
resen?ative  members  of  associations  from  the  various 
sections  of  the  United  States  and  Canada,  its  mem- 
bership  shall  be  distributed  amongst  interstate,  state 
ai.d  c^ty  associations,  provided  such  city  shall  have  a 
popuIatiL  of  not  less  than  600,000,  and  otherwise  ac- 
ceSable  to  the  board  of  directors,  as  shall  declare  their 
infenHon  to  affiliate  with  this  .  corporation  in  carrying 
out  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  organized  as  declared 
in  Section  2  of  its  Articles  of  Incorporation. 

HOW  DISTRIBUTED. 

Section  2.  Membership  in  this  corporation  shall  be 
distributed  amongst  such  associations  in  the  Propor- 
Uon  of  one  member  for  each  600  members  or  fraction 
thereof  represented:  provided,  however,  that  each  asso¬ 
ciation  shall  be  entitled  to  at  least  one  member. 

qualifications  for  and  limit  of  membership. 

Section  3.  Tbe  membership  of  this  corjioration  shall 
be  limited  to  regular  retail  coal  merchants  actively  engaged 
in  the  business  of  selling  coal  at  retail,,  who  shall  be 
accredited  members  of  some  regular  association  of  retail 
coal  merchants,  or  the  officers  or  directors  of  a  cellar 
association  of  retail  coal  merchants,  either  or  both. 
Eligibility  to  membershin,  and  the  acceptance  of  appl'ca- 
tions  for  membership,  shall  be  finally  determined  by  the 
board  of  directors. 


Section  4.  The  yearly  subscription  or  dues  required 
of  each  member  shall  be  one  hundred  dollars  ($100.00), 
but  the  board  of  directors  shall  have  power  to  call  upon 
members  from  time  to  time  for  such  portion  of  said 
subscription  only,  as  in  their  judgment  shall  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  meet  actual  expenses  of  the  corporation.  The 
decision  of  the  board  as  to  the  amount  necessary  shall 
be  final  and  binding. 

TERM  OF  MEMBERSHIP. 

Section  5.  The  annual  dues,  as  provided  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  section,  when  paid,  shall  entitle  the  party  to 
membership  and  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  thereof 
to  the  end  of  the  year  for  which  such  dues  are  paid, 
and  no  longer;  but  membership  may  be  renewed  for 
each  successive  year  by  the  prepayment  of  the  annual 
dues  for  any  such  year,  unless  the  board  of  directors 
shall,  for  cause,  determine  that  the  party  is  undesirable 
or  ineligible  to  membership. 

WITHDRAWAL  FROM  MEMBERSHIP. 

Section  6.  Any  member  may  withdraw  from  member¬ 
ship  at  any  time  by  giving  written  notice  to  the  secre¬ 
tary  of  such  withdrawal,  and  by  surrendering  his  cer¬ 
tificate  of  membership.  Any  member  going  out  of  the 
retail  coal  business,  or  transferring  his  membership 
outside  of  the  territory  embraced  by  the  association  of 
which  he  was  a  member  at  the  time  he  became  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  this  corporation,  shall  be  deemed  to  have  with¬ 
drawn  from  membership. 

FORFEITURE  OF  DUES  PAID. 

Section  7.  Any  member  withdrawing  from  membership, 
or  ceasing  to  be  a  member  for  any  reason,  shall  not  be 
entitled  to  a  refund  of  annual  dues,  or  any  part  thereof, 
but  the  same  and  the  whole  thereof  shall  belong  to  the 
corporation. 

ARTICLE  III.  MEETINGS. 

Section  1.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  members  shall 
be  held  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  on  the  third  Wednesday  of 
September  of  each  year,  commencing  with  the  year  1906, 
for  the  election  of  officers  and  a  board  of  directors,  and 
for  the  transaction  of  such  other  business  as  may  law- 
hilly  come  before  it. 

SPECIAL  MEETINGS. 

Section  2.  The  president  and  secretary  shall  call 

special  meetings  of  the  members  at  subh  time,  place  and 

date  as  may  be  deemed  for  the  best  interest  of  the 

corporation  in  their  judgment  or  in  the  judgment  of  the 
board  of  directors.  Special  meetings  of  the  members 
shall  be  called  by  the  president  at  any  time  upon  the 
written  request  of  one-third  of  the  members,  or  by  a 
majority  of  the  board  of  directors,  and  the  notice  of 
.such  meeting  shall  be  the  same  as  for  regular  meetings. 
A  special  meeting  of  the  members  shall  be  held  annually 
one  week  before  the  regular  annual  meeting  of  the 
members,  the  time  and  place  of  such  meeting  to  be 

determined  by  the  board  of  directors. 

RIGHT  TO  VOTE.  PROXIES. 

Section  3.  Each  member  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote 
and  may  vote  at  all  meetings,  regular  or  special,  either 
in  person  or  by  proxy  appointed  by  an  instrument  in 
writing  subscribed  to  by  the  member  or  by  his  duly 
authorized  attorney  which  shall  be  named  therein.  Be¬ 
fore  any  such  written  proxy  is  voted  upon  it  shall  be 
filed  with  the  secretary.  A  member  may  also  be  rep¬ 
resented  at  all  meetings  by  a  general  power  of  attornev 
produced  at  the  meeting.  Such  power  of  attorney  sh.all 
be  good  until  revoked. 

QUORUMS  FOR  MEETINGS  OF  MEMBERS. 

Section  4.  A  majority  of  the  members  represented 
in  person  or  by  proxy  shall  be  necessary  and  sufficient 
to  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  9f  busine^. 
If  less  than  a  quorum  be  present,  the  meeting  may  be 
adjourned  from  time  to  time  until  a  quorum  be  present. 
Any  meeting  at  which  a  quorum  is  present  may  be 
adjourned  in  like  manner  by  a  majority  vote  for  such 
time  or  upon  such  call  as  is  determined  by  vote.  At 
an  adjourned  meeting  at  which  a  quorum  shall  be  present, 
any  business  may  be  transacted  which  might  have  been 
transacted  at  an  original  meeting. 

NOTICE  OF  MEETINGS. 

Section  6.  All  meetings  of  members,  whether  annual 
or  special,  shall  be  called  by  the  secretary  by  mailing  a 
written  notice  thereof,  stating  the  day.  hour  and  place 
of  the  meeting,  and  in  'case  of  special  meetings,  the 
general  nature  of  the  business  to  be  transacted,  to  each 
member  of  record  at  his  last  known  postoffice  address. 


postage  prepaid,  at  least  ten  days,  exclusive  of  the  day 
of  mailing,  before  the  date  of  the  meeting.  A  failure 
to  give  notice  of  any  regu'ar  annual  meeting  shall  not 
invalidate  the  proceedings  thereof. 

NOTICE  MAY  BE  WAIVED. 

Section  6.  All  notices  of  meetings  herein  ppvided  for 
may  be  waived  at  any  time  by  members  signing  and 
filing  with  the  secretary  a  written  waiver.  Meetings 
may  be  held  at  any  time  where  a  majority  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  are  present,  cither  in  person  or  by  proi^,  and 
consent  thereto  by  signing  and  filing  a  waiver  of  notice 
of  any  such  meeting,  and  such  waiver  shall  be  legal  and 
valid  for  all  purposes  whether  or  not  previous  notice 
has  been  given,  and  at  such  meetings  any  appropriate 
action  relating  to  the  affairs  of  the  corporation  may  be 
taken. 

ARTICLE  IV.  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 

Section  1.  A  board  of  directors  shall  be  elected  by 
the  members  at  the  annual  meeting,  and  each  director 

so  elected  shall  hold  office  for  one  year  or  until  hii 

successor  shall  have  been  elected  and  qualified. 

Section  2.  A  majority  of  the  whole  board  shall  be 
necessary  and  sufficient  to  constitute  a  quorum  for  the 
transaction  of  business,  but  a  less  number  may  adjourn 
a  meeting  from  time  to  time  until  a  quorum  be  present 
provided,  however,  that  in  case  of  vacancies  on  the 
board,  a  majority  of  the  remaining  members  shall  con¬ 
stitute  a  quorum  for  the  purpose  of  filling  such  vacancies. 

'  MEETINGS  OF  THE  BOARD. 

Section  3.  .  The  annual  meetings  of  the  board  of 

directors  shall  be  held  as  soon  as  may  be  after  the 

annual  meeting  of  the  members.  Regular  business  rawt- 
ings  of  the  board  may  be  held  without  notice,  on  a 
and  at  an  hour  and  place  to  be  fixed  by  the  board. 
Special  meetings  may  be  called  at  any  time  by  the  presi¬ 
dent  or  any  two  directors  on  three  days’  notice  to 
director,  either  by  letter,  telegram  or  telephone.  All 
directors*  meetings  at  which  all  arc  present  and  sign 
a  written  consent  thereto,  shall  be  legal,  whether  or  not 
previous  notice  has  been  given. 

Section  4.  The  directors  may  hold  their  meetings 
and  have  one  or  more  offices  and  keep  the  books  of  the 
corporation  (except  the  books  required  by  law  to  be 
kept  in  the  state  of  Illinois),  at  any  office  of  the  cor¬ 
poration  without  or  within  the  state  of  Illinois,  or  at 
such  other  place  or  places  as  they  may  from  time  to 
time  determine. 

general  powers. 

Section  5.  The  duties  of  the  board  of  directors  of 
this  corporation  shall  be  the  government  of  the  corpo¬ 
ration,  and  to  have  the  management  and  control  of  its 
affairs,  to  appoint  agents  and  to  designate  their  powers 
and  duties,  to  appoint  an  attor«ey  and  general  coun¬ 
selor;  to  appoint  a  general  executive  committee;  to  nx 
the  salaries  of  officers,  agents  and  attorneys,  and  to 
require  bonds  from  them  or  any  of  them ;  to  nil  alj 
vacancies  of  officers  and  directors,  and  to  do  all  lawful 
acts  necessary  to  carry  the  corporate  franchises  conferred 
by  law  upon  this  corporation. 

ARTICLE  V.  OFFICERS. 

Section  1.  The  officers  of  this  corporation  shall  be 
a  president,  vice-president,  secretary  and  tr^surcr.  and 
such  other  subordinates  or  assistants  ^  the  board  of 
directors  may  deem  necessary.  The  officers 
the  secretary,  who  shall  be  elected  annually  by  the  board 
by  ballot)  shall  be  elected  by  the  members  at  their  an¬ 
nual  meeting,  and  shall  hold  office  for  one  year  and 
until  their  successors  shall  have  been  elected  and  qualified. 
The  president  and  vice-president  shall  be  members,  ex- 
officio,  of  the  board  of  directors. 

DUTIES  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 

Section  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  presidrat  to 
preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  members  and  of  t he  di- 
rectors,  and  to  attend  any  meetings  of  any  committees 
when  requested  to  do  so  by  its  chairman  He  sh^I 
sign  all  certificates  of  membership,  execute  d^ed^  mort- 
eages  bonds,  contracts  and  other  like  instruments  au 
ffized  by  ’the  board.  He  shall  see  that  aU  orders 
and  resolutions  of  the  board  are  carried 
shall  from  time  to  time  and  whenever 

all  matters  within  his  notic^ 

the  corporation  may  require  to  be  brought  to  their  notic^ 
DVrform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  required  of  him 
bv  law  or  by  these  by-laws  or  by  the  board  of  directors, 
and  i^  general  shall  have  the  power  and  duties  usual’y 
vested  in  the  office  of  president  of  a  corporation. 

DUTIES  OF  THE  VICE-PRESIDENT. 

Section  3.  The  vice-president  shall  perform  all 
duties  as  shall  be  assigned  to  him  by  the  board  of 
ffirectorf  In  case  of  the  death,  absence  or  inability 
of  the  president  to  act,  the  duties  of  that  officer  shall 
be  discharged  by  the  vice-president. 

DUTIES  OF  THE  SECRETARY. 

Section  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  secreta^  to 

iiisISS 

doc^umen«  ^ro9-r'"/^  *harge°'of  Ihe  slal  B°nd ‘have~^?r 
to  affix  the  same  ^o  “the  co^s'^"dk” 

as  shall  be  prescrio  nresident  a  bond  in  the  sum 

secretary  Shall  the  board  of  directors. 

to  be  fixed  by,  -  than  two  thousand  dollars 

r$2.0oS"o'I!).  the  premium  of  such  bond  to  he  paid  by 
the  corporation  in  the  manner  provided. 

duties  OF  THE  TREASURER* 

«  ^  -  Tt-  chall  he  the  duty  of  the  treasurer  to 

kefp'fuU  and  accurate  accounts  of  receipts  and  disbur^j 

S/'in  hooks  bolongmg  to  corporation  He^^shall 

^rects'\Xg?^g  to"Sr"cor4ra?ion,  and  shall  deposit 

[he  lame  to  "Jhe  credit  of  the  coiTor^^^^^^^  jn  such^^d^ 

for  the  pay- 

(CoDliniicd  on  page  41' 
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Western  Retail  Motes. 

s 

The  Meda  Supply  Co.  has  established  a  new 
retail  coal  yard  at  Oskaloosa,  Iowa. 

William  Wynn,  Knoxville,  Iowa,  has  changed 
the  location  of  his  coal  yard  to  Taggart’s  Mill. 

The  price  of  anthracite  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich., 
was  recently  advanced  to  $7.25  per  ton  at  retail. 

Creditors  of  Ullery  &  Ullery,  dealers  in  fuel  at 
South  Bend,  Ind.,  have  filed  a  petition  in  bank¬ 
ruptcy. 

The  capital  of  the  Beck  Coal  &  Lumber  Co., 
Harvey,  Ill.,  has  been  increased  from  $15,000  to 
$20,000. 

The  McMullin  Lumber  Co.  has  purchased  the 
lumber  and  coal  business  of  the  Wisconsin  Lum¬ 
ber  Co.  at  Kenyon,  Minn. 

The  Kansas  City  Coal  &  Fuel  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Kansas  City,  Kas.,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $10,000,  all  paid  up. 

Pendroy  Bros,  have  established  a  retail  coal 
and  wood  business  at  Denbigh,  N.  D.  James  A. 
Pendroy  is  manager  of  the  concern. 

Papers  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  by  the 
Murray  City  Coal  Co.  at  Columbus,  Ohio.  The 
concern  has  a  capital  stock  of  $25,000. 

I.  D.  Burgh,  after  managing  the  Duluth  Lum¬ 
ber  Co.,  Duluth,  Minn.,  for  one  year,  has  started 
a  coal  and  lumber  business  for  himself  at  Du¬ 
luth. 

Coal  sheds  are  being  erected  on  the  property 
of  the  Farmers’  Elevator  Co.,  Devil’s  Lake,  N.  D. 
The  company  will  handle  all  kinds  of  coal  this 
winter. 

George  Gibbons,  a  prominent  coal  dealer  at 
Peoria,  Ill.,  was  married  recently  at  Springfield, 
Ill.,  to  Miss  Nellie  Rogers,  a  school  teacher  at 
Astoria,  Ill. 

The  W.  D.  Johnson  Coal  Co.  has  been  awarded 
the  contract  for  furnishing  the  Ames  school, 
Boone,  Iowa,  with  450  tons  of  bituminous  coal  this 
winter  at  $2.42  per  ton. 

A.  Tredick,  a  well-known  resident  of  Daven¬ 
port,  Iowa,  has  become  connected  with  the  Hawk- 
eye  Fuel  Co.,  and  will  have  charge  of  the  retail 
business  of  the  company. 

The  barn  and  other  buildings  belonging  to 
Rusk  Bros.  Coal  Co.,  Mansfield,  Ohio,  were  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire  recently.  The  coal  sheds  and  lime 
house  of  the  company  were  saved. 

J.  W.  Hughes  has  sold  a  half  interest  in  the  firm 
of  J.  L.  Morrison  &  Co.,  coal  dealers  at  Dodge- 
ville,  Wis.,  to  F.  W.  Hadden.  The  style  of  the 
new  firm  will  be  Morrison  &  Hadden. 

Coal  men  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  who  were  in¬ 
dicted  under  the  anti-trust  law,  will  not  be  tried 
in  the  criminal  court  this  term,  according  to 
statements  made  by  Prosecutor  Keeler. 

The  Independence  Lumber  &  Coal  Co.  has  been 
.  incorporated  at  Independence,  Ohio,  with  a  capi¬ 
tal  stock  of  $6,000.  J.  W.  Morrison,  H.  P.  Grow 
and  Jeff  D.  Wilson  are  the  incorporators. 

The  partnership  between  H.  Hart  and  A.  Zim¬ 
merman,  Kenmore,  N.  D.,  has  been  dissolved. 
The  firm  has  been  doing  business  for  several 
years  past  under  the  name  of  the  Hart  Coal  & 
Ice  Co. 

A  new  coal  and  wood  business  has  been  start¬ 
ed  at  Waterloo,  Iowa.  Bachman  &  Kehe,  who  for 
a  number  of  years  have  been  engaged  in  the  ve¬ 
hicle  business,  have  launched  the  new  enter¬ 
prise. 

McCulloch  &  Mudgett  have  been  awarded  the 
contract  of  supplying  the  town  of  Jamestown, 
N.  D.,  with  the  coal  to  be  used  this  winter  at  $3.00 
a  ton  for  the  lignite  and  $9.75  for  anthracite,  de¬ 
livered. 

Retail  dealers  at  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  have  ad¬ 
vanced  the  price  of  coal  forty  cents  a  ton.  This 
raise  was  made  on  account  of  a  corresponding 
advance  at  the  mines  and  other  general  condi¬ 
tions  pertaining  to  the  sale  of  coal. 


The  wood  business  of  T.  D.  Platt,  Fargo,  N.  D., 
has  been  purchased  by  the  Gibbs  Grain  &  Fuel  Co., 
and  an  extensive  coal  and  wood  yard  is  to  be 
opened  at  this  location.  Mr.  Platt  will  be  mana¬ 
ger  of  the  new  company. 

The  Cooperative  Coal  Co.  has  filed  papers  of 
incorporation  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  with  an  author¬ 
ized  capital  of  $10,000.  The  incorporators  arc 
E.  F.  Peters,  M.  J.  Holloway,  T.  H.  Darby,  A.  C. 
Fry  and  William  M.  Benham. 

The  cify  of  Appleton,  Wis.,  will  effect  a  saving 
of  $27  this  year  on  the  coal  used  for  the  poor 
farm,  owing  to  a  reduction  of  sixty  cents  in  the 
price  under  contract.  The  supply  has  now  been 
put  in  and  will  cost  about  $400.  •' 

The  contract  for  supplying  the  town  of  Fargo, 
N.  D.,  has  been  divided  between  the  Washburn 
Coal  Co.  and  the  James  A.  Chesley  Co.  The 
Washburn  company  is  to  supply  lignite  at  $3.25 
and  the  Chesley  company  eastern  bituminous  coal 
at  $6.05  per  ton. 

Coal  men  at  Crookston,  Minn.,  have  secured 
the  services  of  the  most  prominent  lawyers  there 
and  are  now  securing  data  in  regard  to  the  city 
scale  ordinance.  The  coal  dealers  declare  the 
ordinance  will  not  stand  the  test,  and  they  are 
preparing  to  fight  it  to  the  end  in  the  local  courts. 


Southern  Retail  Notes. 

The  Louisville-Atlanta  Coal  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  with  a  capital  of 
$20,000,  divided  into  shares  of  $100  each. 

The  Independence  Lumber  &  Coal  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Independence,  Okla.,  with  a  capi¬ 
tal  of  $6,000.  The  incorporators  are  J.  W.  Mor¬ 
rison  and  H.  P.  Grow. 

The  Sardis  Lumber,  Coal  &  Ice  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Jackson,  Tenn.,  with  an  author¬ 
ized  capital  of  $25,000.  The  incorporators  are 
D.  L.  Rush,  A.  P.  Temple  and  R.  H.  Bell. 

The  Harding  Lumber  &  Coal  Co.  has  filed  in¬ 
corporation  papers  at  Guthrie,  Okla.,  with  a  capi¬ 
tal  stock  of  $25,000.  The  incorporators  are  E. 
.McCartney,  F.  C.  Harding  and  R.  B.  Lceka. 

The  retail  coal  dealers  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  have 
advanced  the  price  of  coal  twenty-fiye  cents  a 
ton.  The  reason  for  the  advance  in  price  is 
said  by  the  retailers  to  be  caused  by  an  advance 
in  the  wholesale  price. 

The  James  W.  Price  Transfer  &  Coal  Co.  has 
been  incorporated  at  Nashville,  Tenn.  The  com¬ 
pany  has  a  capital  of  $5,200  and  is  incorporated 
by  J.  W.  Price,  T.  B.  Little,  A.  M.  Hagan,  F  P. 
Lovell  and  Leroy  McGregor. 

Lloyd  Eldridge,  a  coal  and  wood  merchant  of 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla.,  died  recently  at  his  home, 
No.  26  east  Fourth  street.  His  death  was  due  to 
typhoid  fever  and  blood  poisoning.  He  was  sick 
only  a  few  days.  He  leaves  a  wife  and  one 
child.  1 

A  rule  has  been  promulgated  by  the  railroads 
entering  Atlanta,  Ga.,  which  requires  the  reweigh¬ 
ing  of  all  carload  shipments  of  coal  upon  the  re¬ 
quest  of  a  consignee,  provided  _the  request  is 
made  within  the  free  time  prescribed  by  the  stor¬ 
age  rules  as  laid  down  by  the  railroad  commis¬ 
sion. 


Eastern  Retail  Notes. 

The  Robinson  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  New  York  with  a  capital  of  $25,000  by  F.  K. 
Robinson,  J.  V.  Jirardin  and  A.  W.  Dyke. 

The  Epstein  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
New  York  by  S.  E.  Epstein,  Frank  Grumbley  and 
Oscar  Osborn.  The  capital  of  the  company  is 
$500. 

S.  N.  Hellen  has  incorporated  at  Portland, 
Maine,  with  a  capital  of  $25,000,  of  which  $400  is 
paid  in,  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  in  coal,  wood, 
etc.,  at  retail. 

The  G.  F.  Frost  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorpo¬ 
rated  at  New  York  with  a  capital  of  $25,000  by 


G.  F.  Frost  and  L.  S.  Blakerlee,  both  of 
Waltham,  Mass. 

M.  J.  Ronan  has  purchased  a  half  interest  in 
the  coal  and  wood  yard  of  W.  A.  Clarey,  Utica, 
N.  Y.  The  business  will  be  conducted  under  the 
name  of  Clarey  &  Ronan. 

The  coal  sheds  of  William  M.  Mills,  Sea  Cliff, 
L.  L,  were  recently  destroyed  by  a  fire,  which 
also  destroyed  other  property.  The  total  loss  is 
estimated  at  about  $25,000. 

The  coal  yard  of  A.  &  B.  L.  Watts,  Baltimore, 
Md.,  has  been  purchased  by  J.  Wheatfield.  Mr. 
Wheatfield  contemplates  tearing  down  the  old 
buildings  and  erecting  a  large  factory. 

The  Henry  B.  Turner  Coal  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  New  York,  N.  Y.,  with  a  capital 
of  $10,000.  The  incorporators  are  Lucy  A.  Tur¬ 
ner,  U.  G.  Blackford  and  Albert  L.  Jones. 

The  retail  coal  dealers  of  Northampton,  Mass., 
have  advanced  the  price  of  anthracite  fifty  cents 
per  ton.  This  is  more  than  the  usual  advance, 
but  the  coal  dealers  offer  a  discount  of  twenty- 
five  cents  a  ton  to  cash  buyers. 

President  Walker,  of  the  Coal  Exchange, 
Philadelphia,  recently  made  the  following  state¬ 
ment  ;  “Even  if  there  should  be  a  strike,  Phila¬ 
delphia  will  be  supplied  from  the  millions  of  tons 
of  coal  that  are  stored  in  anticipation  of  just 
such  trouble.” 

The  large  coal  warehouse  owned  by  A.  E.  Col¬ 
lins,  Springfield,  Mass.,  has  been  purchased  by 

H.  C.  Puffer  &  Co.,  who  own  the  adjoining  prop¬ 
erty.  The  present  quarters  are  to  be  torn  down 
and  a  large  coal  warehouse  is  to  be  built  to  oc¬ 
cupy  the  entire  site. 

The  drivers  in  the  employ  of  the  A.  J.  &  J.  J. 
McCullum  Coal  Co.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  went  on  a 
strike  recently,  demanding  that  their  pay  be  in¬ 
creased  and  their  working  hours  shortened.  The 
trouble  has  now  been  settled  by  compromise.  The 
men  have  returned  to  work. 

The  seventh  annual  ball  of  the  employes  of  the 
Hudson  County  Coal  Co.  is  to  be  held  at  Wood’s 
Hall,  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  on  October  eighteenth, 
and  promises  to  be  one  of  more  than  ordinary 
interest,  as  A.  M.  Henry,  of  the  company,  is  to 
begin  his  campaign  on  that  night  for  the  mayor¬ 
alty. 

The  coal  and  wood  shed  of  C.  A.  &  A.  W. 
Flint,  Manchester,  N.  H.,  was  totally  destroyed 
by  fire  recently.  In  addition  to  the  coal  and 
wood  yard,  two  freight  cars,  standing  on  the 
track  of  the  Portsmouth  railroad,  were  also 
burned.  It  is  thought  that  a  spark  from  a  pass¬ 
ing  train  caused  the  blaze. 

Local  coal  dealers  at  Augusta,  Maine,  are  hav¬ 
ing  a  rush  of  business,  as  all  the  consumers  de¬ 
mand  the  delivery  of  their  winter’s  supply  before 
the  time  comes  to  use  it.  The  dealers  are  storing 
all  the  coal  they  can,  so  that  after  the  larger 
part  of  the  orders  have  been  filled  the  closing  of 
the  river  by  ice  will  find  their  coal  pockets  full. 

The  retail  coal  dealers  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  state 
that  they  do  not  think  there  will  be  an  immediate 
advance  in  the  price  of  bituminous  coal,  but  it  is 
probable  that  before  the  end  of  the  month  there 
may  be  a  slight  advance.  All  the  dealers  have  the 
usual  tonnage  on  hand,  and  do  not  anticipate  any 
difficulty  in  getting  more  when  this  supply  is  e.x- 
hausted. 

Horace  F.  Larkin,  one  of  the  best  known  resi¬ 
dents  of  Delaware  county.  Pa.,  died  recently  at 
his  home  on  Market  street,  Marcus  Hook,  Pa. 
He  was  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Larkin  & 
Bloom,  coal  merchants  at  Marcus  Hook.  He  was 
an  active  member  of  the  Chester  lodge  of  Elks, 
and  was  prominently  connected  with  the  Masonic 
fraternity  of  that  place.  He  is  survived  by  a  wife 
and  two  children. 

The  smoke  ordinance  which  was  recently  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  city  council  at  Albanv,  N.  Y.,  is 
meeting  with  opposition  from  large  manufactur¬ 
ers.  For  the  manufacture  of  tile  and  other  clay 
products,  they  say,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
have  a  vast  amount  of  flame,  and  this  can  not  be 
obtained  from  anthracite  coal,  .\lderman  Shelly, 
father  of  the  ordinance,  has  offered  an  amend¬ 
ment  which  excepts  from  its  provisions  manufac¬ 
turing  plants  that  would  be  compelled  to  shut 
down  if  the  ordinance  were  passed. 
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Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  J\[otes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

rhe  1  larris-Sniith  Coal  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  I'niontown,  Pa.,  with  a  capital  of 
$10,000. 

The  Oxford  Coal  Co.,  Pottsville,  Pa.,  has  been 
incorporated  with  a  capital  of  $50,000  by  R.  E. 
Carter,  W.  P.  Roland  and  !■'.  E.  Donnelly,  all  of 
Scranton. 

The  Vandergrift  Coal  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Greensburg,  Pa.,  with  a  capital  of  $30,- 
000.  The  directors  are  T.  Maher,  W.  P.  Graff, 
L.  W.  Hicks  and  S.  J.  Robinson. 

Three  thousand  acres  of  coal  in  the  South  Fork 
basin,  near  Baltimore,  Md.,  have  been  purchased 
by  a  party  of  Baltimore  capitalists.  The  land  was 
bought  from  J.  A.  Fromheiser,  and  the  considera¬ 
tion  was  $250,000. 

S.  B.  Elkins,  Kingwood,  Pa.,  has  purchased 
1,500  acres  of  coal  along  the  Morgantown  and 
Kingwood  pike  from  W.  G.  Brown  Jr.  Mr. 
Elkins  is  to  get  the  coal  only,  the  surface  being 
retained  by  Mr.  Brown. 

A  coal  town  is  being  established  by  one  of  the 
companies  affiliated  with  the  Buffalo,  Rochester 
&  Pittsburg  railway,  in  White  township,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  One  hundred  and  sixty  acres  have  al¬ 
ready  been  purchased  for  the  site. 

The  United  States  Oil  &  Gas  Co.,  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  has  purchased  one-quarter  mile  of  land  along 
the  water  front  at  Huntington,  W.  Va.,  and  will 
expend  $500,000  in  the  erection  of  coal  tipples 
and  the  construction  of  a  line  of  barges  to_  be 
used  in  transporting  the  products  of  its  mines 
at  Holden  to  southern  markets. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

Extensive  repairs  and  improvements  are  being 
made  to  the  properties  of  the  Lehigh  &  Wilkes- 
barre  Coal  Co.  at  Pottsville,  Pa. 

The  Nova  Scotia  Steel  &  Coal  Co.,  Montreal, 
Canada,  has  declared  a  quarterly  dividend  of  two 
per  cent  for  the  quarter  ending  September  thir¬ 
tieth. 


The  500  men  employed  at  the  operations  of  the 
Cook’s  Run  Coal  Co.,  DuBois,  Pa.,  have  returned 
to  work,  after  being  idle  for  some  time  past  on 
account  of  a  strike. 

McClelland  &  Co.,  Avoca,  Pa.,  have  leased  the 
abandoned  colliery  at  Beaver  Meadow  and  have 
a  force  of  men  working  to  arrange  for  the  re 
opening  of  the  mine. 

The  sixty  miners  of  the  Logan  &  Alton  col¬ 
lieries  at  Lloydell,  Pa.,  who  recently  went  on 
strike  because  of  some  difficulty  over  the  check 
weighmen,  have  now  returned  to  work. 

A  huge  coal  transfer,  500  feet  long  and  125  feet 
wide,  is  being  built  for  the  Erie  railroad  at  Buf¬ 
falo,  N.  Y.  It  is  expected  that  the  building  will 
be  completed  before  the  first  of  the  year. 

It  is  proposed  to  build  a  tunnel  from  Rausch 
Gap  opening  in  Hubley  township.  Pa.,  to  connect 
with  the  famous  Brookside  colliery.  The  coal  will 
then  be  prepared  for  market,  in  the  Brookside 
breakers. 

Thomas  M.  Righter,  coal  operator  of  Mt.  Car¬ 
mel,  Pa.,  was  married  recently  to  Miss  Rene 
Mitchell,  of  Carlisle,  Pa.,  at  the  home  of  the  bride. 
The  ceremony  was  performed  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Norcross. 

Improvements  are  being  made  at  the  Kehley 
Run  colliery  of  the  Thomas  Colliery  Co.,  near 
Girard  Estate,  Pa.  The  improvements  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  extend  the  life  of  the  colliery  twenty- 
five  years. 

Dainty  &  Co.,  who  recently  sunk  a  slope  near 
Tomhicken,  Pa.,  have  timbered  the  workings  and 
everything  is  now  ready  for  mining.  An  engine 
is  being  installed  and  as  soon  as  it  is  in  place  the 
breaker  will  be  started. 

The  Old  Colony  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  is  building 
fifty  new  coke  ovens  at  Ligonier,  Pa.  These 
ovens  are  nearing  completion  and  will  be  fired  this 
fall,  as  the  company  has  more  orders  for  coal 
and  coke  than  it  can  supply. 

The  Lackawanna  Steel  Co.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  has 
twelve  coke  ovens  under  construction,  and  it  is 
believed  these  will  be  in  operation  by  the  first  of 
the  year.  The  ovens  will  give  employment  to 
100  men  and  will  produce  10.000  tons  of  coke  a 
month. 


The  mining  village  of  Jacksons,  Pa.,  is  sinking, 
due  to  the  underground  workings  of  the  North 
.Mahoney  colliery  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading 
Coal  &  Iron  Co.  Families  in  the  affected  area  are 
leaving  their  homes,  fearing  a  collapse  and  possi¬ 
ble  injuries. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  coal  operators  in  the 
Butler  and  Mercer  districts.  Pa.,  was  held  recently 
at  Brachton,  and  officers  were  elected  for  the  new 
year  as  follows:  C.  B.  McFarlane,  president;  Wil¬ 
liam  Collins,  vice-president,  and  Harry  Hamil¬ 
ton,  secretary. 

Work  on  sixty-eight  new  ovens  for  the  Geneva 
Coke  Co.  at  Lock  No.  7,  near  New  Geneva,  Pa., 
has  been  started  by  Engineers  Hogg  &  Porter.  It 
is  believed  that  the  ovens  will  be  completed  this 
fall,  and  the  company  will  then  have  a  plant  con¬ 
taining  200  ovens. 

Prospectors  are  searching  for  new  coal  lands  in 
the  Hazelton  district  of  Pennsylvania,  as  the  old 
workings  are  nearly  exhausted.  A  number  of 
thick  veins  have  been  discovered,  and  prepara¬ 
tions  are  being  made  by  four  companies  to  sink 
shafts  and  erect  breakers. 

Improvements  are  being  made  at  the  shafts  of 
the  J.  W.  Ellsworth  Coal  Co.,  Washington,  Pa., 
and  in  addition  to  the  work  on  the  shafts  the  com¬ 
pany  has  erected  forty  new  tile  houses  for  occu¬ 
pancy  by  additional  workmen  and  miners  that  will 
l)e  given  employment  within  a  short  time.- 

After  twenty-one  months,  the  rock  mines  at  the 
shaft  of  the  Eagle  Hill  colliery  of  the  Philadelphia 
&  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  have  reached  a  depth 
of  1,180  feet.  At  this  depth  the  seven-foot  vein 
was  found.  The  work  has  been  accomplished 
without  serious  accidents  to  any  of  the  many 
workmen  employed. 

The  Washin^on  County  Coal  Co.,  Pittsburg. 
Pa.,  with  a  capital  of  $250,000,  before  the  end  of 
the  year  will  furnish  an  important  addition  to  the 
tonnage  of  the  Wabash  railroad.  The  company 
has  1,300  acres  of  Pittsburg  vein  coaj,  the  vein  be¬ 
ing  about  five  and  one-half  feet  in  thickness,  which 
it  will  develop  on  a  large  scale. 

The  .A.vondale  colliery  of  the  Delaware.  Lacka¬ 
wanna  &  Western  Co.,  at  Wilkcsbarre.  Pa.,  has 
been  idle  for  some  time  on  account  of  the  repairs 
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being  made  to  the  breaker.  The  structure  under¬ 
going  repairs  has  been  used  continually  since 
1869.  The  repairs  are  extensive  and,  when  com¬ 
pleted,  it  will  be  almost  a  new  structure. 

The  A.  E.  Martin  Coal  works  at  Wyatt,  W.  Va., 
were  blown  up  with  dynamite  recently  and  totally 
wrecked.  Two  hours  after  the  explosion  two 
Italians  were  captured  with  the  aid  of  blood 
hounds,  but  they  refused  to  reveal  their  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  affair.  The  dynamite  was  fired  with 
electricity,  and,  it  is  believed,  was  planned  by 
experts. 

The  new  labor  law  is  causing  much  alarm 
among  Pennsylvania  coal  operators.  The  law  re¬ 
quires  that  all  workers  inside  or  outside  of  the 
mines,  under  twenty-one  years  of  age,  must  be 
able  to  read  and  write  English  and  be  conversant 
with  mathematics.  The  reading  clause  alone 
would  debar  more  than  seventy  per  cent  of  the 
present  employes.  This  law  goes  into  effect  Octo¬ 
ber  fifteenth,  and  it  is  feared  that  many  of  the 
mines  will  be  compelled  to  close  down,  owing  to 
lack  of  minors  having  the  necessary  qualifications. 

The  New  Retailers’  Inten 
national  Association 

(Continued  from  page  38) 

merit  of  money  and  sign  all  checks,  drafts,  certificates 
or  other  vouchers  for  the  payment  or  receipt  of  money, 
except  where  otherwise  expressly  ordered  by  the  board 
of  directors.  He  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as 
usually  appertain  to  the  office  of  treasurer  and  such 
other  duties  as  may  be  required  of  him  by  the  board  of 
directors.  The  treasurer  shall  file  with  the  president  a 
bond  in  the  sum  to  be  fixed  by,  and  satisfactory  to,  the 
board  of  directors,  such  sum  to  be  not  less  than  two 
thousand  dollars  ($2,000.00),  the  preinjium  of  such 
bond  to  be  paid  by  the  corporation  in  the  manner 
provided. 

ONE  PERSON  MAY  HOLD  TWO  OFFICES. 

Section  6.  One  person,  who  is  otherwise  eligible, 
may  hold  at  the  same  time  any  two  offices  of  this 
corporation  to  which  he  may  be  duly  elected,  except 
the  offices  of  president  and  secretary. 


ARTICLE  VI.  CORPORATE  FUNDS. 

Section  1.  All  moneys  of  the  corporation  or  under 
its  charge,  and  valuable  assets  capable  of  being  deposited, 
shall  be  deposited  in  some  responsible  bank  or  other 
depository  to  be  designated  by  the  board  of  directors, 
and  shall  be  deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  corporation 
by  and  in  its  corporate  name,  by  the  treasurer  or  such 
other  officer  or  agent  as  the  board  of  directors  may 
order  by  appropriate  resolution  or  other  action,  to  be 
duly  entered  of  record  in  the  minute  books  of  the 
corporation. 

ARTICLE  VII.  RESIGNATION. 

Section  1.  Any  director  or  officer  or  member  of  any 
committee  may  resign  at  any  time.  Such  resignation 
shall  be  made  in  writing  and  _shall_  take  effect  at  the 
time  specified  therein.  If  no  time  is  specified,  it  shall 
take  effect  from  the  time  of  its  receipt  by  the  secretary 
or  other  officer  who  shall  receive  it,  who  shall  record 
on  the  resignation  the  day,  hour  and  minute  of  its 
reception.  Formal  acceptance  shall  not  be  necessary  to 
make  it  effective. 

REMOVALS. 

Section  2.  The  board  of  directors  shall  have  the 
power  by  resolution  to  remove  for  cause  any  director 
or  other  officer  of  the  corporation  during  his  term  of 
office.  Such  resolution  shall  state  the  reason  or  cause 
for  removal  and  shall  be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of 
the  corporation.  The  passage  of  such  resolution  shall, 
ipso  facto,  create  a  vacancy  in  the  office  in  question  to 
be  filled  as  provided  by  these  by-laws. 

ARTICLE  VIII.  CORPORATE  SEAL. 

Section  1.  The  corporate  seal  of  this  corporation  shall 
be  a  circular  disc  with  a  raised  or  milled  circle  around 
the  outer  border  and  a  smaller  dotted  circle  within.  It 
shall  have  the  name  of  the  corporation  and  its  principal 
place  of  business  in  raised  letters  on  the  face  thereof, 
which  shall  appear  on  the  surface  in  the  space  mentioned 
between  the  above  mentioned  circles,  and  the  words, 
“Corporate  Seal”  across  the  face  of  the  inner  circle. 
The  seal  affixed  to  this  article  is  the  corporate  seal 
of  this  corporation. 

ARTICLE  IX.  AMENDMENTS. 

Section  1.  These  articles  may  be  altered,  repealed  or 
amended  or  new  by-laws  adopted  at  any  annual  meeting 
of  the  members  or  at  any  other  meeting  of  the  members 
duly  called  for  that  purpose. 

Section  2.  The  power  to  repeal,  alter  or  amend  by¬ 
laws  and  to  adopt  new  by-laws  may  be  delegated  by 
the  members  to  the  board  of  directors  by  vote  repre- 
-senting  not  less  than  three-fourths  ()4)  the  members. 

Section  3.  In  case  of  necessity,  of  which  the  board 
of  directors  shall  be  sole  judges,  such  board  may  amend 
these  articles,  and  such  amendment  shall  hold  good  until 
the  next  following  annual  meeting  of  the  members. 


Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Southern  Enterprises. 

The  Virginia  Coal  &  Timber  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $500,000. 

.\rticles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  at 
Frankfort,  Ky.,  by  the  Pluto  Coal  Co.,  Fayette, 
Ky.  The  company  has  a  capital  stock  of  $5,000. 

Albert  Blackstone  and  associates,  of  New  York, 
N.  Y.,  have  incorporated  the  Philippi  Collieries 
Co.,  to  develop  coal  properties  in  Barbour  county, 
Tenn. 

The  Lighter  Coal  Co.,  with  a  capital  of  $2,500, 
has  been  incorporated  at  Birmingham,  Ala.  The 
incorporators  are  B.  C.  Lighter,  W.  A.  Sherrill 
and  George  Huddleston. 

The  Virginia  Southwestern  Coal  &  Timber  Co. 
has  been  incorporated  by  J.  H.  Merriwether, 
George  E.  Terry  and  H.  F.  Mandler  at  Alexan¬ 
dria,  Va.  The  capital  stock  of  the  company  is 
$500,000. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  by  the 
Bunch  Coal  Co.  at  Little  Rock,  Ark.  The  capital 
stock  of  the  company  is  $25,000,  and  its  incor¬ 
porators  are  T.  H.  Bunch,  R.  H.  McNair  and 
J.  T.  Greenfield. 

The  William  J.  Oliver  Coal  &  Land  Co.  has 
been  incorporated  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  with  a  cap¬ 
ital  of  $50,000.  The  company  will  develop  5,000 
acres  of  land  near  Careyville,  Campbell  county, 
owned  by  W.  J.  Oliver,  of  Knoxville. 

A  company  with  $250,000  capital  is  to  be  in¬ 
corporated  at  Austin,  Tex.,  for  the  purpose  of  de¬ 
veloping  the  lignite  coal  beds  in  Freestone  and 
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Anderson  counties,  and  will  also  buy  and  sell 
lands  in  that  field.  Capitalists  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
and  at  Austin,  Tex.,  will  form  the  company. 

General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

I..  1’.  Sessions  lias  purchased  500  acres  of  coal 
land  near  Rockdale,  Tex.,  the  consideration  beiiiK 
$12,000. 

t  he  (jreen  River  Coal  Co.,  at  Spottsville,  Ky., 
has  been  purchased  by  William  Clendaniel  and 
R.  L.  Biddle.  It  will  he  operated  with  increased 
capital. 

The  American  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Louisville,  Ky., 
recently  filed  amended  articles  of  incorporation, 
increasing  the  capital  stock  of  the  company  from 
$5(),()()0  to  $100,000. 

Andrew  Casno,  a  wealthy  coal  mine  owner  near 
Gallup,  N.  M.,  was  assassinated  and  his  wife 
fatally  wounded  recently.  The  motive  for  the 
crime  is  thought  to  have  been  robbery. 

The  Virginia  &  Southwestern  railway  has  re¬ 
ceived  a  number  of  large  new  locomotives  and  500 
new  steel  gondola  cars,  which  will  be  used  to 
facilitate  the  handling  of  coal  and  iron  shipments. 

F.  M.  Wells,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  owner  of 
5,000  acres  of  valuable  coal  land  in  Fentress 
county,  Tenn.,  is  now  at  Knoxville  making  ar¬ 
rangements  for  the  development  of  the  property. 

George  Van  Zandt,  Chicago,  Ill.,  has  purchased 
from  W.  T.  Brown  at  Ragland,  Ala.,  220  acres  of 
coal  land  in  vicinity  of  Gadsden  for  $15,000.  Mr. 
Van  Zandt  already  owns  and  operates  a  mine  at 
that  place. 

The  Digman  mine,  at  Wilburton,  Okla.,  which 
was  recently  damaged  by  an  explosion,  has  re¬ 
sumed  operations.  The  old  contracts  to  furnish 
Texas  railroads  with  coal  may  be  assumed  by 
Mr.  Digman. 

'I'he  Mobile  &  Ohio  railroad  is  contemplating 
an  extension  into  the  Tuscaloosa  coal  fields  in 


Alabama.  This  land  is  under  the  control  of  Ala¬ 
bama  capitalists,  who  will  develop  it  as  soon  as 
there  are  shipping  facilities. 

The  fire  which  has  been  burning  for  some  time 
in  the  Sumter  mine  at  Bessemer,  Ala.,  has  now 
been  extinguished,  but  the  mine  is  still  filled  with 
water.  This  is  being  pumped  out  as  rapidly  as 
possible  and  very  shortly  the  mine  will  be  in 
operation. 

The  Fsser  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  recently  incor¬ 
porated  at  Esserville,  Va.,  has  purchased  and 
will  operate  the  plant  of  the  Guest  River  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  at  that  place.  The  daily  capacity  of 
these  mines  is  200  tons,  which  will  be  increased 
under  the  new  ownership. 

'I'he  mines  in  east  Tennessee,  near  Knoxville, 
are  in  first-class  condition  for  a  large  production, 
but  the  operators  are  being  seriously  inconven¬ 
ienced  by  the  car  shortage.  Owing  to  this  same 
cause,  the  mines  in  the  Coal  Creek  and  Middles- 
boro  districts  arc  being  worked  only  one-third 
time. 

'I'he  Mississippi  River  Coaling  Co.,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  La.,  was  recently  damaged  to  the  amount 
of  $50,000,  on  account  of  a  cave-in,  which  caused 
the  greater  part  of  the  wharf  to  slide  into  the 
river.  The  tower  at  the  plant  was  involved,  but 
this  can  be  replaced  in  two  weeks,  when  work  will 
be  resumed. 

The  Virginia  Iron,  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  with  offices 
at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  has  just  published  its  report 
in  pamphlet  form  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
thirtieth,  1905.  The  coal  mined  during  the  year 
amounted  to  992,362  tons,  and  the  coke  produced 
was  290,832  tons.  This  is  a  considerable  increase 
over  last  year. 

G.  W.  Maney,  Ft.  Smith,  Ark.,  has  purchased 
the  property  of  the  Henderson  Smokeless  Coal  Co. 
at  Bokeshe,  Ark.,  which  has  not  been  in  operation 
for  some  time,  due  to  the  fact  that  it  was  in  the 
hands  of  a  receiver.  Mr.  Many  has  made  arrange¬ 
ments  to  remove  100  families  to  Bokeshe  in  the 
near  future  and  will  then  resume  operations. 


Literary  ^^otes. 

With  its  new  dress  of  color  throughout  the  fashion 
and  advertising  sections  the  November  Delineator  presents 
a  most  attractive  appearance.  The  autumn  fashions  have 
a  large  place  in  the  number,  being  illustrated  and  de¬ 
scribed  in  detail  and  interpreted  by  such  authorities  on 
dress  as  Helen  Berkeley-Loyd  and  Edouard  La  Fontaine. 
The  table  of  contents  contains,  among  its  many  features 
of  interest,  an  article,  the  second  of  two,  by  Dr.  William 
If.  Maxwell,  superintendent  of  schools.  New  York  City, 
on  "Education  for  Life  Through  Living,”  which  describes 
the  routine"  of  a  great  public  school.  “A  Run  in  Ire¬ 
land”  is  a  delightful  travel  sketch  by  Seumas  MacManus, 
the  well-known  Irish  author.  N.  Hudson  Moore  writes 
of  "Tables  and  Sideboards”  in  "The  Collector’s  Manual," 
and  “The  Child’s  Dress”  is  the  subject  of  Dr.  Grace 
I’eckham  .Murray’s  paper.  "The  Romance  of  a  Gospel 
Singer”  is  a  timely  contribution  describing  some  interesting 
events  in  the  life  of  Charles  M.  Alexander,  the  revivalist. 
"The  Lucky-Piece,”  Albert  Bigelow  Paine’s  novel,  which 
has  been  running  in  the  magazine,  is  brought  to  an  end 
in  this  number,  and  "At  Spinster  Farm,”  by  Helen  M. 
Winslow,  is  continued.  A  delightful  story  of  boy  life, 
“The  Exaltation  of  William  Henry,”  is  from  the  pen  of 
Herminie  Templeton.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  interest 
and  value  to  housewives  in  the  departments,  and  for  the 
little  folks  stories  and  pastimes. 

Richard  Watson  “A  Gilder’s  Romance  of  the  Nine¬ 
teenth  Century,”  which  is  a  feature  of  the  October  Cen¬ 
tury,  grew  out  of  an  inquiry,  it  is  said,  as  to  the  direct 
references  by  Elizabeth  Barrett  and  Robert  Browning  to 
each  other  in  their  poetry,  with  a  view  to  grouping  such 
poems  as  might  appropriately  be  classed  with  the  “Sonnets 
from  the  Portuguese.”  Mr.  Gilder  concluded  that,  on  Mrs. 
Browning’s  part  there  would  naturally  appear  in  this  con¬ 
nection,  with  the  Portuguese  Sonnets,  the  six  lyrics,  “Life 
and  Love,”  “A  Denial,”  “Proof  and  Disproof,”  "Question 
and  Answer,”  “Inclusion”  and  “Insufficiency”;  and  on 
Mrs.  Browning’s  “One  Word  More,”  “Prospice”  and  the 
passage  beginning  “O  Lyric  Love”  from  “The  Ring  and 
the  Book.”  Considerable  new  material  has  been  gathered 
into  this  essay,  some  of  it  from  abroad;  and  the  near 
approach  of  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  Mrs. 
Browning’s  birth  lends  the  discussion  timely  interest. 

V 

The  Chicago,  Indianapolis  &  Evansville  railroad 
is  contemplating  building  a  branch  from  Indian¬ 
apolis  to  Evansville.  If  this  is  done  it  will  give 
the  city  of  Indianapolis  direct  connection  with  the 
Indiana  Harbor  railroad.  The  road  also  will  af¬ 
ford  transportation  facilities  from  the  undeveloped 
coal  fields  in  southwestern  Indiana. 
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General  Review 

Bullish  sentiment  prevails  to  an  unusual  extent  this  week  in 
connection  with  the  coal  trade  of  the  country.  This  is  true  particu¬ 
larly  in  eastern  territory  and  as  far  west  as  Pittsburg  and  the  smoke¬ 
less  producing  region.  The  car  shortage  has  developed  such 
unexpected  proportions,  the  crops  were  so  large  and  indus¬ 
trial  activity  is  so  pronounced  that  producers  and  shippers 
of  coal  are  now  led  to  believe  they  will  participate  in 
some  of  the  general  prosperity  of  the  country.  Their  opin¬ 
ions  and  the  sentiment  along  this  line  are  emphasized  by  the  pres¬ 
ent  condition  of  the  industry.  It  is  difficult  to  estimate  with  any  de¬ 
gree  of  accuracy  to  what  extent  coal  production  has  been  curtailed  in 
all  the  different  fields,  owing  to  inability  to  procure  cars  in  which  to 
make  shipments,  nevertheless  it  is  self-evident  that  it  has  been  reduced 
and  that  current  output  is  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
consumption.  If  the  car  shortage  continues,  and  it  is  likely  to  grow 
worse  during  the  next  thirty  days  instead  of  improve,  production  will 
be  still  further  reduced  and  coal  will  go  to  a  premium  above  the  pres¬ 
ent  circular  prices.  These  conclusions  seem  to  be  based  on  a  common 
sense  view  of  the  outlook  as  it  appears  at  present.  They  are  held  by 
all  the  large  producing  interest^  in  Pennsylvania,  West  Virginia  and 
Maryland,  and  to  some  extent  by  interests  west  of  that  territory. 

In  connection  with  the  much  better  sentiment  prevailing  in  the 
coal  trade  at  this  time  many  extravagant  assertions  have  been  made 
and  it  is  as  well  to  stamp  these  for  what  they  are  worth  as  to  per¬ 
mit  them  to  pass  unanswered  and  thus  cause  more  or  less  harm.  It 
has  been  asserted  in  some  quarters  that  the  present  curtailment  in  pro¬ 
duction,  due  to  lack  of  transportation,  would  continue  until  April  first 
of  next  year.  This  is  an  extravagant  assertion  for  the  reason  there 
is  no  telling  what  the  weather  may  be  in  the  meantime.  The  market 
on  coal  after  November  first  is  dependent  wholly  upon  weather  condi¬ 
tions.  Normally,  if  production  were  less  than  usual,  and  there  should 
be  a  mild  winter,  there  would  be  more  than  enough  coal  to  meet  re¬ 
quirements.  On  the  other  hand,  if  there  is  production  in  excess  of 
normal  requirements,  and  we  have  a  cold  winter,  all  this  coal  will  be 
absorbed  and  at  times,  due  to  the  uncertainties  of  transportation,  fuel 
would  be  scarce  in  many  markets.  Weather  conditions  will  determine 
the  future  activity  of  the  situation,  and  much  will  depend  upon  them 
with  reference  to  transportation.  If  there  is  an  old-fashioned  winter, 
with  plenty  of  snow,  we  may  look  for  higher  prices  and  considerable 
urgency  to  secure  spot  tonnage.  The  situation  through  which  we  are 
passing  at  present  will  help  bring  about  those  conditions.  Owing  to 
the  immense  traffic  which  is  being  offered  them  the  railroads  are  utiliz¬ 
ing  every  facility  at  their  command  and  are  exerting  themselves  to  the 
utmost  to  meet  the  situation.  The  strain  upon  the  operating  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  larger  roads  at  present  is  teirific,  and  it  is  beyond  human 
agency  to  continue  this  indefinitely.  Fortunately  thus  far  there  have 
been  no  congestions  at  important  terminal  points.  The  rail  lines  have 
been  only  handicapped  in  coping  with  the  situation  because  extraordi¬ 
nary  demands  were  made  upon  them  for  equipment.  The  cars  and 
motive  power  available  have  been  used  to  good  advantage.  But  this 
can  not  continue  without  developing  other  bad  features.  The  per¬ 
sonal  equation  in  the  situation  will  be  a  feature,  and  when  that 
occurs  movement  of  all  descriptions  of  freight  will  be  held  up  at  junc¬ 
tion  and  terminal  points,  because  sidings  and  other  physical  condi¬ 
tions  are  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  traffic.  If  we  have  an  old-fashioned 
winter  before  the  car  shortage  problem  had  been  disposed  of,  under 
those  circumstances  railroad  transportation  undoubtedly  would  be  im¬ 
paired  for  several  months. 

Coal  Markets  Are  All  Encouraging. 

•  The  general  aspect  of  every  important  coal  market  in  the  country 
is  encouraging  this  week.  In  the  eastern  anthracite  trade  the  short¬ 
age  of  cars  at  the  collieries  is  the  main  factor.  Demand  is  absorbing 
every  ton  of  coal  that  can  be  produced,  including  the  steam  sizes, 
which  are  not  always  active  until  the  advent  of  cold  weather.  Rail¬ 
road  companies,  in  order  that  they  may  make  the  best  use  of  their 
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facilities,  are  keeping  their  cars  in  service  to  the  fullest  extent  possi¬ 
ble.  To  do  this  it  is  necessary  for  them  to  embargo  foreign  lines  wliere 
empty  equipment  is  not  returned  promptly,  and  these  embargoes  are 
preventing  all-rail  buyers  from  always  obtaining  all  the  coal  they  need, 
although  the  Indian  summer  weather  the  past  fortnight  has  not  made 
it  urgently  necessary  that  fuel  should  be  obtained  for  household  pur¬ 
poses  yet.  The  barge  service  in  the  coastwise  trade  is  fully  employed 
in  moving  coal  to  New  England  and  sound  points.  Shoal-water  and 
ice-making  ports  are  still  taking  all  the  tonnage  they  can  obtain. 

Gondolas  in  the  Anthracite  Trade. 

In  the  anthracite  all-rail  trade  gondolas  are  coming  west  for  the 
first  time  in  a  number  of  years.  This  indicates  the  paucity  of  the  sup¬ 
ply  of  box-cars  in  the  region.  Some  companies  are  moving  coal  to 
Buffalo,  transferring  it  and  utilizing  gondolas  from  that  point  west¬ 
ward.  Wherever  a  retail  coal  merchant  or  buyer  can  be  induced  to 
accept  this  class  of  equipment  he  is  urged  to  do  so  on  the  ground  tliat 
he  will  obtain  his  coal  more  promptly  and  may  have  it  on  hand  when 
his  trade  requires  a  supply.  Movement  by  way  of  the  great  lakes 
to  western  points  is  also  showing  some  falling  off.  This  is  attributed 
largely  to  the  demand  for  equipment  for  the  movement  of  grain  from 
Buffalo  to  tide,  and  the  unwillingness  of  some  of  the  vessel  captains  at 
this  time  to  take  coal  cargoes  at  current  rates.  Grain  eastbound  is 
commanding  a  higher  rate  than  normal,  and  vessels  are  returning  from 
discharging  ports  light  in  order  to  accept  these  charters. 

The  retail  demand  for  anthracite  in  all  sections  of  the  country  is 
showing  a  decided  improvement.  In  the  west  the  cold  weather  the 
middle  and  latter  part  of  last  week  awakened  consumers  to  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  taking  in  a  supply.  For  a  few  days  dealers  in  the  larger  cities 
had  all  the  business  they  could  handle,  and  the  mild  weather  which 
followed  was  a  relief,  inasmuch  as  it  gave  them  an  opportunity  to 
catch  up  with  their  orders. 

The  bituminous  trade  is  more  susceptible  to  changes  at  this  season 
of  the  year  than  anthracite,  owing  to  the  fact  that  less  of  it  is  stocked 
in  the  summer,  and  when  domestic  demand  commences  it  is  generally 
of  large  proportions  and  is  urgent,  while  steam  consumption  increases 
at  about  the  same  time. 

In  the  eastern  trade  there  continues  to  be  a  scramble  for  coal  on 
the  part  of  the  large  users  of  this  product  who  were  unfortunate 
enough  not  to  sign  contracts  earlier.  Some  of  the  companies  ship¬ 
ping  to  eastern  points  have  temporarily  withdrawn  all  quotations  on 
“free”  coal.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  their  contract  obligations  re¬ 
quire  all  they  can  produce  in  the  present  state  of  the  car  supply. 

Car  supply  at  the  eastern  bituminous  mines  does  not  show  an  im¬ 
provement  over  last  week,  and  if  anything  is  slightly  less.  As  a  con¬ 
sequence  where  “free”  coal  is  offered  it  is  held  much  firmer  and  prices 
are  five  to  ten  cents  a  ton  higher  at  points  of  delivery.  In  New  York 
harbor  and  the  sound  trade  there  is  an  active  demand.  For  coast¬ 
wise  movement  to  shoal-water  and  light  draft  ports,  the  vessel  supply 
is  not  adequate  to  the  needs.  During  the  summer  light  draft  craft 
were  diverted  from  the  coal  to  the  lumber  trade,  owing  to  the  fact  tlie 
latter  was  more  profitable.  Inducements  held  out  for  the  return  of 
these  vessels  have  been  insufficient  so  far. 

In  the  west  the  car  supply  is  worse  than  it  was  a  week  ago,  and 
several  railroads  have  been  obliged  to  place  embargoes  on  all  their  coal 
shippers  in  order  to  clean  up  and  prevent  a  most  serious  congestion. 
This  is  true  of  one  coal-carrying  road  entering  Chicago,  and  also  of  a 
coal  carrier  out  of  Cincinnati.  Production  is  not  in  excess  of  thirty- 
five  to  sixty  per  cent  in  the  various  bituminous  fields,  and  in  spite  of 
the  mild  weather  which  has  proved  more  or  less  of  a  damjier  on  buy¬ 
ing.  the  supply  of  coal  has  not  been  sufficient  to  meet  the  recjuiremenls. 
Orders,  on  the  other  hand,  are  accumulating  in  shippers’  hands  at 
present  and  with  the  advent  of  November  there  is  every  prospect  of 
higher  prices  on  domestic  coals.  The  coke  situation  is  cliaracterized 
by  a  boom  which  has  resulted  in  an  advance  of  fifteen  to  twenty-five 
cents  a  ton  during  the  past  week  on  both  furnace  and  foundry  grades. 
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Transportation  is  the  predominant  factor  in 
the  coal  trade  again  this  week,  conditions,  if  any¬ 
thing,  as  to  movement  of  tonnage  from  all  the 
bituminous  fields  being  slightly  worse  than  they 
were  a  week  ago.  Prices  are  holding  very  steady 
on  all  descriptions  of  domestic  coal  for  western 
shipment,  while  the  steam  coals,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  the  poorer  grades  of  screenings,  are 
slightly  firmer.  'I'here  have  been  no  further 
price  advances,  but  the  indications  are  that  some 
coals  will  be  higher  with  the  advent  of  Novem¬ 
ber  than  they  are  at  present.  Most  of  the  large 
shipping  companies  are  running  behind  with  their 
orders,  owing  to  inability  to  secure  cars  at  the 
mines,  production  for  the  week  being  at  the  min¬ 
imum  point  so  far  this  year. 

In  connection  with  the  shortage  of  cars,  all 
kinds  of  predictions  are  being  made,  some  of 
them  being  based  on  facts,  while  others  are  based 
on  supposition  and  will  never  be  realized.  One 
of  these  predictions  is  to  the  effect  that  the 
car  supply  will  continue  short  until  next  April. 
Such  an  assertion  at  this  time  is  preposterous 
and  may  be  far  from  the  truth,  depending  upon 
the  weather  experienced  during  the  coming  win¬ 
ter,  which,  of  course,  will  have  a  wide  influence 
on  transportation  later  in  the  year.  It  is  safe  to 
assume,  however,  that  general  railroad  conditions 
will  not  show  any  improvement  before  the  first 
of  December  at  the  earliest.  The  grain  and 
merchandise  movement  will  require  until  that 
time,  and  unless  better  progress  is  made  toward 
improvement  than  at  present  it  may  be  later. 

While  the  situation  as  to  transportation  is  bad 
at  the  moment,  it  is  not  a  time  for  people,  and 
especially  coal  shippers,  to  lose  their  heads.  In 
the  Chicago  trade  this  week  it  is  reported  that 
one  shipper  has  ordered  forwarded  to  this  market 
1,000  cars  of  Kentucky  coal.  As  the  freight  rate 
on  this  particular  product  is  very  high,  it  is 
safe  to  assume  that  unless  the  market  materially 
strengthens  over  what  it  is  at  present  the  ship¬ 
ping  company  will  have  difficulty  in  coming  out 
even  on  the  proposition.  Foreign  coals  which 
have  not  before  been  introduced  into  the  leading 
markets  will  not  meet  with  as  ready  a  sale  as 
those  which  are  ordinarily  offered,  as  it  requires 
some  time  to  accustom  the  trade  to  them. 

Car  Shortage  Shows  No  Improvement. 

A  detailed  report  of  the  car  situation,  so  far  as 
'I'he  Black  Diamond  has  been  able  to  obtain  the 
facts,  indicates  that  generally  car  supply  is  less 
than  it  was  a  week  ago.  In  West  Virginia  it  is 
reported  that  Norfolk  &  Western  shipments  are 
slightly  heavier,  but  there  is  no  evidence  of  it  at 
Chicago.  Smokeless  coal  from  that  railroad  is 
as  scarce  as  it  has  been  at  any  time.  Run-of- 
mine  smokeless  cOal  is  scarcer,  if  anything.  The 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  has  made  no  progress  toward 
improvement  out  of  the  West  Virginia -field.  .'In 
the  Fairmont  region  the  largest  producing  com¬ 
pany  is  devoting  its  energies  to  moving  contract 
tonnage  and  is  not  accepting  any  new  business. 
The  same  is  true  of  the  Pittsburg  field.  In 
Ohio  it  is  reported  that  the  car  supply  in  the 
Hocking  valley  region  is  the  worst  known  in 
twenty-two  years.  This  information  comes 
from  a  leading  official  of  one  of  the  most  im¬ 
portant  coal  roads.  In  Indiana  the  main  north 
and  south  line  is  badly  congested  and  embargoed 
a  large  number  of  its  shippers  last  week.  It  was 
expected  the  embargo  would  be  removed  the  pres¬ 
ent  week,  but  the  terminals  are  badly  glutted 
with  freight,  and  it  will  require  some  time  to  vvork 
any  important  improvement.  If  the  leading  Sullivan 
and  Greene  county  mines  work  two  days  this 
week  they  will  be  doing  well  in  view  of  the  rail¬ 
road  situation.  In  Illinois  the  leading  coal-carry¬ 
ing  roads  are  extremely  short  of  requirements  as 
to  cars,  and  production  will  average  from  thirty- 
five  to  si.xty  per  cent  of  normal,  dependent  upon 
the  line  of  road  on  which  mines  are  located. 
Iowa  is  having  the  same  trouble  as  Illinois. 

The  mild  weather  the  present  week  has  relieved 
the  pressure  for  spot  coal  which  prevailed  seven 
days  ago.  Following  the  flurry  of  snow  last 
week,  many  letters  and  telegrams  were  received 
by  shipping  companies  demanding  to  know  why 


coal  had  not  been  shipped.  The  mild  weather 
has  made  the  pressure  less  urgent,  but  it  is  evi¬ 
dent  there  are  many  coal  buyers  who  are  short 
of  the  tonnage  they  should  have. 

'I'his  is  true  particularly  in  the  gas  belt  of  In¬ 
diana.  The  latter  part  of  last  week  at  all  the  im¬ 
portant  centers  in  that  territory  there  was  a 
clamor  for  coal,  and  a  famine  in  supplies  was 
freely  predicted  by  the  newspapers.  The  con¬ 
tinuance  of  Indian  summer  has  relieved  this  ap¬ 
prehension  to  some  extent,  but  dealers  are  still 
writing  to  know  why  coal  has  not  been  shipped 
and  when  it  will  be  forwarded. 

More  Activity  in  Anthracite. 

In  the  anthracite  trade  the  first  touch  of  win¬ 
ter  had  a  salutary  effect,  and  orders  began  to 
show  a  much  heavier  demand  the  latter  part  of 
last  week.  The  pressure  to  secure  coal  was  felt 
to  a  greater  extent  in  the  all-rail  business  than 
anywhere  else,  owing  to  the  shortage  of  equip¬ 
ment  in  the  region  for  forwarding  this  product. 
In  the  larger  cities,  such  as  Chicago,  St.  Louis, 
Cleveland,  Detroit  and  other  centers  where  an¬ 
thracite  is  used  largely  for  domestic  purposes, 
the  activity  was  more  pronounced  than  it  has 
been  at  any  time  this  year.  Orders  received  by 
shipping  companies  from  these  sources  came  in 
heavily.  The  consuming  trade  in  the  larger 
cities  has  not  yet  bought  coal-  freely,  and  when 
this  business  does  open  up  it  will  tax  the  facili¬ 
ties  of  retailers  to  supply  it.  In  the  western  trade 
— that  is,  west  of  the  Mississippi  valley — the  situ¬ 
ation  was  not  quite  so  active,  although  dealers 
there  are  beginning  to  investigate  the  situation. 

The  main  feature  in  connection  with  the  move¬ 
ment  of  anthracite  is  the  shortage  of  available 
equipment  in  the  producing  region.  Some  coal 
is  now  coming  forward  in  open  and  gondola 
cars,  the  volume  of  this  tonnage  being  rather 
larger  than  in  a  number  of  years.  Anything  that 
will  move  on  wheels  is  being  utilized,  and  coal 
which  ordinarily  is  transferred  at  Buffalo  from 
open  to  box  cars  for  western  movement  is  being 
transferred  to  qpen  and  gondola  cars.  Buyers 
who  are  anxious  to  obtain  spot  supplies  are  being 
urged  to  take  this  equipment,  because  the  belief 
is  general  that  car  supply  conditions  will  be  worse 
before  they  are  better.  One  shipping  agent  at 
Buffalo  this  week  writes  to  a  western  correspond¬ 
ent:  “There  is  much  grain  and  package  freight 
to  be  moved  here,  and  the  situation  as  to  cars  is 
very  bad.  I  have  looked  over  the  situation  very 
carefully,  but  can  not  see  any  hope  of  an  im¬ 
provement  during  the  next  thirty  days,  and  it 
is  my  belief  it  will  be  worse  than  it  is  at  present, 
which  is  saying  a  great  deal.” 

Movement  of  anthracite,  lake  and  rail,  has  been 
reduced  somewhat  owing  to  lack  of  available  ves¬ 
sels  at  Buffalo,  many  captains  preferring  to  return 
light  on  account  of  the  higher  freight  rates  on 
grain  eastbound.  Car  supply  at  western  dock 
loading  points  is  fair,  with  the  exception  of  Mil¬ 
waukee.  From  that  city  comes  the  report  that 
car  supply  on  all  the  railroads  is  short  of  the  re¬ 
quirements. 

Many  Orders  in  Bituminous  Trade. 

In  the  bituminous  trade,  outside  of  car  supply 
the  main  feature  is  to  get  the  coal.  Shipping 
companies  are  not  complaining  at  present  at 
any  lack  of  orders,  but  are  devoting  their  ener¬ 
gies  to  supply  such  coal  as  is  most  urgently 
needed. 

Of  coals  originating  in  eastern  fields,  the  ton¬ 
nage  coming  forward  is  even  less  than  it  was 
last  week.  Smokeless  run-of-mine  coal  in  the 
Chicago  market  is  in  very  short  supply,  and 
where  it  is  urgently  needed  on  the  spot  buyers 
pay  a  slight  premium  occasionally  to  obtain  it. 
The  market  on  standard  New  River  and  Poca¬ 
hontas  coal  holds  unusually  firm  at  $1.25@1.30 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.30@3.35  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Shipping  companies  in  the  west  can  not  take  care 
of  all  the  business  that  is  offered  to  them. 
Screened  lump  and  egg  holds  about  to  the  same 
relative  position  as  last  week,  namely  $2.00@2.25 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $4.05@4.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
New  River  egg  is  the  only  product  that  is  offered 
at  the  minimum  figure.  Much  of  the  rail  tonnage 
available  in  these  grades,  it  is  claimed,  is  mov¬ 


ing  by  way  of  car  ferry  to  northwestern  points  to 
supply  demand  in  that  territory. 

In  the  splint  trade  car  supply  is  the  main  fac¬ 
tor,  and  production  continues  to  be  considerably 
reduced.  Standard  grades  are  in  slightly  better 
demand  for  domestic  purposes.  Contract  require¬ 
ments  are  being  steadily  supplied  by  most  of  the 
shipping  companies,  but  they  are  refusing  to  take 
on  new  obligations  of  this  character  for  fear  that 
the  lack  of  transportation  will  prevent  them  from 
supplying  the  coal.  Standard  Kanawha  splint  is 
held  on  the  basis  of  $1.50@1.60  f.  b.  b.  the  mine, 
or  $3.40@3.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  for  lump.  Other 
grades  in  some  instances  are  held  slightly  firmer, 
ranging  up  to  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.6.5 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  for  coal  loaded  in  box  cars  or 
for  lump  coal  in  the  larger  sizes. 

Fairmont  Prices  Are  Withdrawn. 

Fairmont  producers  are  devoting  most  of  their 
energies  to  supplying  tonnage  on  contracts,  and 
one  large  factor  in  that  field  has  withdrawn  quo¬ 
tations  on  “free”  coal  until  the  situation  shall 
show  improvement.  As  a  result  of  these  condi¬ 
tions  spot  coal  has  shown  some  advance  for  three- 
quarter  preparation  and  is  held  on  the  basis  of 
$1.00@1.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.90(^3.00  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Domestic  lump  is  quoted  at  $.3.40  f.  o. 
b.  Chicago,  or  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mines. 

Very  little  “free”  Youghiogheny  coal  has  been 
offered  in  the  Chicago  market  during  the  week. 
Owing  to  the  light  supply  of  cars  for  rail  move¬ 
ment,  shippers  are  bending  their  energies  to  keep 
their  contract  buyers  supplied,  and  at  times  have 
been  under  much  pressure  to  accomplish  this. 
Spot  three-quarter  Youghiogheny  coal  is  held  on 
the  basis  of  $1.10@1.2O  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 
$3.00(^3.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  where  it  is  obtain¬ 
able. 

With  the  worst  car  supply  in  the  Hocking  val¬ 
ley  region  in  a  number  of  years,  it  follows  that 
movement  all-rail  has  been  very  much  restricted 
and  that  coal  is  difficult  to  obtain  on  the  spot. 
The  market  on  the  standard  product  is  being 
well  sustained  on  the  basis  of  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines  for  lump,  or  $3.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The 
mild  weather  has  prevented  buyers  clamoring  for 
this  product,  or  otherwise  the  supply  would  be 
much  short  of  the  requirements.  There  is  some 
talk  of  an  advance  in  the  all-rail  price  on  No¬ 
vember  first,  but  it  has  not  crystallized  into 
definite  information  up  to  the  present. 

In  the  western  bituminous  trade  screenings  con¬ 
tinue  weak  and  now  and  then  run-of-mine  is 
offered  at  lower  figures  than  the  circular  basis. 
Domestic  lump  and  egg  continue  very  steady, 
however,  on  the  circular  basis  to  points  out¬ 
side  of  Chicago. 

Range  of  Prices  on  Western  Coals. 

Sullivan  county  domestic  lump  coal  is  held 
steady  on  the  basis  of  $1.45@1.50  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  for  country  shipment,  or  $2.25(^2.30  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Orders  for  this  description  are  plenti¬ 
ful.  Egg  coal  in  the  domestic  grades  is  held  at 
$1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  shipment  outside  of 
Chicago,  or  $2.15  f.  o.  b.  this  city.  For  move¬ 
ment  in  Chicago  proper  the  mine  price  is  $1.20(g 
1.25,  or  $2.00(@2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  on  this  grade 
of  coal.  Run-of-mine  for  shipment  to  points 
outside  of  Chicago  is  held  on  the  basis  of  $1.05(@ 
1.10,  or  $1.85@1.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Screenings 
are  very  weak  and  rule  at  40(§45c  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine,  or  $1.20(gl.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  as  the  maxi¬ 
mum  price,  although  some  product  has  been  sold 
below  these  figures  during  the  week. 

Linton  domestic  lump  and  egg  is  held  on  the 
basis  of  $1.35@1.45  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.15(® 
2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Run-of-mine  is  quoted  at 
$1.00(gl.05  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  outside  ship¬ 
ment,  and  in  the  Chicago  trade  has  sold  a  nickel 
below  these  figures.  Screenings  occupy  about  the 
same  position  as  quoted  with  reference  to  Sulli¬ 
van  county. 

Brazil  block  coal  holds  steady  at  $2.00  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine,  or  $2.80  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  with  an  extra, 
charge  of  ten  cents  for  coal  loaded  in  box  cars. 

In  Illinois  coals  the  product  from  the  Carter- 
ville  field  is  held  at  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for 
domestic  lump  for  country  shipment.  In  the 
Chicago  trade  concessions  from  these  figures  are 
obtained  occasionally.  Domestic  egg  is  quoted  at 
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$1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  country  shipment  and 
$1.15@1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  to  the  Chicago  trade. 
The  Chicago  price  on  this  product  is  $2.15@2.25 
f.  o.  b.  this  city.  Washed  coals  hold  about  steady 
on  No.  1,  with  Nos.  3  and  4  inclined  to  be  weak 
in  conformity  with  the  general  market  on  the 
finer  grades  of  the  bituminous  product. 

Springfield  coals  have  been  advanced  for  the 
domestic  grades  in  some  quarters,  and  for  lump 
and  egg  are  held  on  the  basis  of  $1.35@1.50 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  country  shipment.  This 
makes  the  product  $2.15@2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago, 
although  sales  have  occurred  during  the  week 


Office  of  The*  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Oct.  19. 

The  same  strong  tone  that  has  been  the  pleas¬ 
ing  keynote  of  the  Cincinnati  market  all  fall  still 
prevails.  There  is  an  upward  tendency  in  prices, 
due  to  a  continued  heavy  demand  and  a  shortage 
of  cars.  A  spell  of  very  unpleasant  weather  last 
week  served  to  remind  thousands  of  persons  that 
coal  is,  and  will  be  a  necessity,  and  the  rapidity 
with  which  they  sent  in  their  orders,  both  whole¬ 
sale  and  retail,  shows  that  a  large  proportion  of 
the  buying  public,  including  many  dealers,  has  not 
yet  secured  its  winter  coal. 

As  already  noted,  there  is  an  excellent  de¬ 
mand  for  fuel,  and  wholesale  prices  especially 
are  being  advanced.  Producers  and  jobbers  have 
sent  out  more  quotations  on  coal  this  fall  than 
they  ever  did  before.  One  circular  would  go  out 
and  another  would  follow  it  in  a  few  days_  re¬ 
calling  the  former  and  naming  higher  prices. 
Each  circular  brought  in  so.  many  orders  that 
another  was  prepared  and  sent  out,  and  this, 
bringing  in  orders  at  the  advanced  prices,  was 
succeeded  in  turn  until  many  concerns  are  now 
sold  ahead  of  their  production,  and  many  of  them 
are  not  making  any  prices  whatever  until  they 
catch  up  with  their  orders.  There  is  still  an 
active  demand  for  Pocahontas  and  New  River 
lump  and  egg,  and  most  of  the  producers  and 
jobbers  have  no  difficulty  in  getting  $2.25  a  ton 
for  these  fuels.  War  Eagle  smokeless  lump  and 
egg  are  quoted  at  $2.00  a  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
while  the  nut  of  this  grade  is  worth  $1.35  and 
run-of-mine  $1.10.  This  coal  is  having  an  un¬ 
precedented  sale  and  is  giving  excellent  satis¬ 
faction.  Kanawha  splint  lump  ranges  from  $1.60 
a  ton  upward  for  the  standard  screen,  while  Glen 
Alum,  Thacker  and  other  favorite  grades  are 
quoted  at  the  same  price.  Coarse  lump,  such  as 
is  made  over  three  to  five  inch  screens,  is  quoted 
at  $1.75@1.90  a  ton  at  the  mines.  Run-of-mine 
ranges  at  $1.00@1.20  a  ton.  Nut  and  slack  is, 
perhaps,  in  better  demand  than  it  has  been  for 
several  weeks,  and  there  is  absolutely  no  surplus 
on  hand,  as  might  be  expected  from  the  unusual 
production  of  lump  coal.  An  increased  produc¬ 
tion  of  lump  always  makes  an  unusual  amount 
of  fine  coal,  and  this  is .  sometimes  a  drug  on 
tlffi 'market  while  lump  is  selling  at  fancy  prices. 
In  fact,  it  can  be  said  that  there  is  no  weak  spot 
in  the  entire  Cincinnati  market  at  present. 

Retail  Demand  is  Phenomenal. 

The  retail  coal  business  is  really  wonderful. 
It  is  a  fact  that  every  retail  concern  in'  the  city 
is  now  employing  its  entire  equipment  in  order 
to  keep  up  with  its  orders,  and  a  number  of  good 
companies  are  employing  extra  team's  to  help  out 
during  what  may  be  termed  a  “rush.”  No  changes 
have  been  made  in  retail  prices  and  none  is  likely 
until  November  first.  Pocahontas  and  New  River 
lump  are  worth  $4.00  a  ton  delivered  in  the  down¬ 
town  part  of  the  city  and  higher  prices  on  the 
hilltops  and  in  distant  suburbs.  Pittsburg,  Kana¬ 
wha,  Thacker  and  Fairmont  lump  are  still  sell¬ 
ing  for  $3.25  a  ton  delivered,  while  Luhrig  and 
Peacock  are  $3.00  a  ton.  Anthracite  is  worth 
$7.50  delivered  to  families.  Steam  coal  ranges 
from  $1.75  for  the  cheapest  nut  and  slack  to 
$2.50  a  ton  for  smokeless  run-of-mine. 

The  activity  in  the  coke  market  during  the 
past  few  weeks  has  caused  most  of  the  producing 
concerns  to  sell  their  product  not  only  up  to 
date,  but  intO'  the  future.  Those  companies  that 
were  either  unable  to  sell  or  whose  officials  were 
expecting  higher  prices  are  now  enjoying  the 
fruits  of  an  advance,  and  almost  without  cxcep- 


at  lower  figures  for  city  use.  Inch  and  a  quarter 
fueling  lump  coal  is  held  on  the  basis  of  $1.10@ 
1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.85@2.00  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Run-of-mine  coal  is  quoted  at  90c@ 
$1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.65@1.75  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Screenings  continue  weak  and  show 
a  wide  range,  the  average  price  being  25@35c 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.00@1.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Other  coals  hold  to  the  same  relative  basis  as 
formerly. 

In  the  coke  trade  there  has  been  an  absence  of 
spot  supplies  of  Connellsville  product  duriiig  the 
week,  and  the  market  has  been  variable,  but 


tion  the  quotations  that  are  now  being  made  on 
foundry  coke  are  $2.90@3.00  a  ton.  Furnace 
coke  is  selling  at  $2.25@2.75'a  ton  at  the  ovens. 
There  is  a  good,  active  demand  for  both  foundry 
and  furnace  grades. 

A  $500,000  Transportation  Deal. 

A  gigantic  coal  project,  upon  which  an  im¬ 
mense  amount  of  preliminary  work  has  been  done, 
was  closed  up  this  week  in  New  York.  The 
United  States  Coal  &  Oil  Co.  has  bought  out  the 
Guyan  Valley  Fuel  Co.,  of  Huntington,  W.  Va., 
and  will  immediately  erect  an  immense  coal  tipple 
at  Huntington  for  the  purpose  of  loading  coal 
into  barges,  and  will  at  the  same  time  erect  a 
great  coal  elevator  at  North  Bend,  Ohio,  for  the 
elevation  of  coal  from  barges  to  cars  on  the 
tracks  of  the  Big  Four  railroad.  The  company 
will  install  a  line  of  towboats  and  barges  for  the 
purpose  of  transporting  coal  from  the  tipples  at 
Huntington  to  Cincinnati,  and  estimates  it  will 
expend  $500,000  for  the  equipment  of  such  a 
plant  as  it  will  require  to  handle  its  proposed 
tonnage. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  the  United  States  Coal 
&  Oil  Co.,  one  of  the  largest  concerns  in  the 
country,  spent  several  million  dollars  buying  up 
desirable  coal  lands  along  Island  creek,  and 
opened  up  what  is  probably  the  most  expensively 
equipped  coal  mine  in  the  United  States.  The 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad  built  a  branch  up 
Island  creek  to  the  properties  of  the  United 
States  Coal  &  Oil  Co.  and  has  been  hauling  coal 
away  from  it  for  several  months.  The  equip¬ 
ment  of  the  coal  company’s  mine  is  so  great  and 
the  car  supply  has  been  relatively  so  small  that 
the  United  States  Coal  &  Oil  Co.  cast  about  to 
find  some  means  of  increasing  its  output,  or, 
rather,  to  find  some  outlet  for  the  great  tonnage 
this  mine  is  already  able  to  produce. 

The  Guyan  Valley  Fuel  Co.  was  organized 
several  years  ago,  and  secured  a  very  favorable 
rate  from  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad  for 
hauling  coal  from  Island  creek  to  the  Ohio  river 
at  Huntington.  This  company,  however,  was 
never  able  to  complete  its  plans  until  now  the 
United  States  Coal  &  Oil  Co.  takes  over  the 
Guyan  Valley  Fuel  Co.,  and  with  a  large  number) 
of  private  railroad  cars  will  furnish  the  Chesa-' 
peake  &  Ohio  railroad  with  all  the  cars  it  needs 
to  transport  the  tonnage  of  the  producing  coal 
company  from  its  mines  to  the  Ohio  rivfer  at 
Huntington  at  the  very  low  freight  rate  ob¬ 
tained  by  the  Guyan  Valley  Fuel  Co.  The  deal 
by  which  the  Guyan  Co.  was  absorbed  by  the 
United  States  Co.  was  concluded  on  Monday  of 
this  week  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria  hotel  in  New 
York,  the  Boston  stockholders  of  the  United 
States  Co.  having  come  to  New  York  to  meet 
J.  C.  Beebe,  who  has  been  general  manager  of 
the  Guyan  Valley  Co.  and  who  will  be  the  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  the  new  company.  Mr.  Beebe 
is  now  busily  engaged  in  building  his  great  coal 
tipple  at  Huntington,  plans  having  been  made 
previously  for  the  project.  He  has  also  placed 
an  order  for  a  large  number  of  railroad  cars  to 
be  used  between  the  mines  and  the  river  tipple, 
and  he  will  he  in  Cincinnati  in,  a  few  days  to 
close  up  the  contract  for  the  erection  of  an  im¬ 
mense  coal  elevator  at  North  Bend,  a  few  miles 
below  Cincinnati,  where  the  coal  will  be  unloaded 
from  barges  and  shipped  over  the  lines  of  the 
Big  Four  railroad.  Mr.  Beebe  also  has  options 
on  several  steamboats  and  a  number  of  barges, 
and  fully  expects  to  be  shipping  coal  by  rail  and 
river  before  the  first  of  April,  1906. 

The  United  States  Coal  &  Oil  Co.  will  gradual¬ 
ly  e.xtend  its  market  to  other  points  than  Cin- 


generally  is  stronger  than  it  was  a  week  ago. 
Quotations  on  seventy-two  hour  foundry  coke 
are  on  the  basis  of  $3.00@3.10  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens, 
or  $5.65@5.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Predictions  are 
freely  made  that  $6.00  coke  will  be  realized  in 
this  market  before  the  advent  of  the  new  year. 
Furnace  coke  is  quoted  at  $2.50@2.75  f.  o.  b.  the 
ovens,  the  Chicago  price  being  dependent  on  the 
freight  rate,  which  is  based  on  the  purpose  for 
which  it  is  to  be  used.  Virginia  coke  of  high 
grade  is  held  at  $5.25@5.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
West  Virginia  cokes  are  held  to  the  same  rela¬ 
tive  values  as  those  quoted. 


Cincinnati. 

cinnati  on  the  Oliio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  al¬ 
though  at  the  beginning  it  is  expected  to  confine 
its  shipments  of  river  coal  from  Huntington  to 
Cincinnati  for  elevation  and  reshipment  by  rail. 
The  Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.  will  be  the 

sales  agent  of  the  new  concern,  as  well  as  the 

sales  agent  of  the  United  States  Coal  &  Oil 

Co.’s  all-rail  output.  R.  H.  Lyman,,  of  this  city, 

is  the  efficient  manager  of  the  Island  Creek  Coal 
Sales  Co. 

Big  Four  Embargoes  All  Freight. 

An  order  was  issued  from  the  freight  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Big  Four  railroad  Wednesday  morn¬ 
ing  refusing  to  accept  all  freight  of  every  de¬ 
scription  for  shipment  w'est  and  north  until  it 
is  able  to  clear  itself  of  the  blockade  that  now 
exists  in  its  Cincinnati  and  terminal  yards.  This, 
of  course,  includes  coal,  and  is  not  very  pleasant 
news  to  the  coal  men  who  have  considerable  fuel 
to  forward  over  the  Big  Four.  The  Peninsylva- 
nia  issued  a  similar  order  ten  days  or  more  ago. 
but  that  did  not  affect  the  coal  interests  as  much 
as  the  present  embargo  on  the  Big  Four.  It  is 
expected  the  embargo  will  be  lifted  in  a  week  or 
ten  days. 

Coal  and  Railroad  Men  Meet. 

A  joint  meeting  of  representatives  of  the  coal 
operators  of  the  Kanawha  and  New  River  coal 
fields  and  the  officials  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
railroad  was  held  in  Richmond,  Va.,  on  Wednes¬ 
day  of  this  week.  The  object  of  the  meeting 
was  to  carry  out  a  plan  suggested  at  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  coal  operators  at  Cincinnati  for 
the  amelioration  of  the  unsatisfactory  condition 
of  the  car  service  on  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
railroad.  The  railroad  officials  have  been  mak¬ 
ing  promises  of  better  service  for  a  long  time, 
but' the  cars  are  not  forthcoming,  and  the  coal 
men  are  exasperated.  It  is  said  that  the  railroad 
has  1,500  large  steel  coal  cars  ordered,  and  that 
the  first  delivery  on  this  order  will  be  made  by 
the  car-building  companies  in  a  few  days.  After 
the  first  delivery  the  new  cars  are  expected  to 
come  along  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  to  fifty  a 
day,  and  this,  with  the  closing  of  the  lake  sea- 
soh,  is  expected  to  improve  materially  the  car 
service  of  -  the  road.  A  number  of  Cincinnati 
coal  men  attended  the  meeting  in  Richmond. 

A  Small  Run  of  River  Coal. 

The  river  shippers  are  again  playing  in  luck. 
The  recent  rains  caused  a  slight  rise  out  of  the 
Upper  Ohio  and  the  Kanawha  rivers,  and  as  a 
result,  Kanawha  shippers  were  enabled  to  get 
to  market  another  small  shipment  of  river  coal. 
While  there  was  no  scarcity  of  river  coal  afloat 
in  the  Cincinnati  harbor,  the  river  people  are 
always  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  move  their 
steamboats  and  barges,  and  they  are  glad  to  have 
an  additional  tonnage  of  coal  on  hand  here.  The 
present  coal  run  will  not  affect  the  market  in  the 
least. 

NEWS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

F.  L.  Garrison,  president  of  the  Kanawha  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  went  to  Richmond,  Va.,  on  Tues¬ 
day. 

J.  C.  Beebe,  general  manager  of  the  Guyan 
Valley  Fuel  Co.,  returned  Monday  night  from 
New  York. 

George  W.  Theis,  vicFpresident  and  general 
manager  of  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  spent  part  of  the  week  looking 
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over  his  company’s  extensive  business  here.  This 
company  owns  six  of  the  river  coal  elevators  at 
Cincinnati. 

W.  P.  Slaughter,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Glen  Alum  Fuel  Co.,  is  making 
a  trip  up  through  the  Kanawha  coal  district. 

L.  F.  Armentrout,  manager  of  the  Borderland 
Coal  Co.,  Borderland,  \V.  Va.,  is  spending  a  few 
days  here  in  the  interests  of  his  company. 

J.  O.  McCloskcy,  general  sales  agent  of  the 
Stearns  Coal  Co.,  is  in  the  south  again  looking 
after  the  affairs  of  the  company.  He  was  in 
Atlanta  on  Wednesday. 

'I'.  E.  Houston,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Thacker  company,  is  making  a 
trip  of  inspection  of  his  various  properties  in  the 
'I'liackcr  and  PocahoUtas  districts. 

Samuel  Dixon,  one  of  the  largest  producers 
of  smokeless  coal  in  the  New  River  district, 
spent  a  day  or  two  in  Cincinnati  this  week  on 


his  way  east.  As  noted  in  The  Black  Dia.mond 
last  week,  Mr.  Dixon  has  just  concluded  the 
purchase  of  the  Gordon  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  one  of 
the  largest  concerns  in  the  Kanawha  fields. 

W.  C.  Rogers,  manager  of  the  Fairmont  Coal 
Co.  here,  is  in  the  east  in  conference  with  other 
officials  of  his  company.  He  expects  to  spend  a 
week  in  New  York  before  he  returns. 

F.  B.  Raines,  the  popular  Cincinnati  manager 
of  the  War  Eagle  Fuel  Co.,  spent  part  of  the 
week  in  Columbus  in  consultation  with  the  offi¬ 
cials  at  the  head  office  of  the  company. 

F.  M.  Whittaker,  freight  traffic  manager  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad,  is  reported  quite 
ill  at  his  home  in  Avondale,  this  city.  Mr.  Whit¬ 
taker  is  held  in  very  high  esteem  by  all  of  the 
coal  men  of  Cincinnati. 

G.  E.  Forbush,  salesman  for  this  territory  for 
Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks,  has  taken  a  cosy 
suite  of  rooms  in  the  Alexandra,  a  swell  apart¬ 


Market  and  Trade  J^lews  from  the 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Oct.  19. 

“Demand  good,  prices  good,  output  good  and 
outlook  better,’’  is  the  laconic  description  of  the 
Pittsburg  market  at  the  present  time  by  a  lead¬ 
ing  local  shipper,  one  of  the  old  guard,  who  has 
seen  and  lived  through  the  ups  and  downs  of 
the  Pittsburg  coal  trade,  and,  therefore,  knovvs 
whereof  he  speaks.  That  the  coal  trade  here  is 
about  to  enjoy  a  season  of  real  prosperity  is  ad¬ 
mitted  by  every  well-informed  and  fair-minded 
coal  man.  Probably  the  most  satisfactory  feature 
of  this  market  now  is  the  steadiness  of  prices 
and  the  slow  but  insistent  advance  all  along  the 
line.  There  is  little  or  no  haggling  over  prices 
asked,  and  dealers  are  not  being  bothered  by  a 
surfeit  of  inquiries  for  price  lists  and  few  or¬ 
ders,  as  was  the  case  during  the  dull  periods. 
Some  high  figures  were  put  on  record  this  week. 
This  applies  particularly  to  small  coals,  which  are 
in  very  good  demand  just  now.  Run-of-mine 
has  been  quoted  as  high  as  $1.25  per  ton  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines,  but  such  a  figure  is  the  exception 
rather  than  the  rule.  Pittsburg  list  prices  run 
about  as  last  week  on  normal  orders.  Box  car 
loading,  short  time  shipments  and  other  condi¬ 
tional  orders  command  a  slight  premium.  The 
scale,  as  now  quoted  by  the  leading  Pittsburg 
shippers,  runs  as  follows :  Run-of-mine,  $1.10@ 
1.25  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mines;  three-quarter  inch, 
$1.15@1.30;  one  and  one-quarter  inch,  $1.20@ 
1.30;  slack,  70c@$1.00  per  ton  gross. 

Heavy  Demand  for  Lake  Coal. 

The  demand  for  lake  coal  is  heavy  and  every 
shipper  has  his  order  book  full.  Lake  ship¬ 
ping  has  over  a  month  to  run.  This,  the  princi¬ 
pal  outlet  for  Pittsburg  rail  business,  is  being 
crowded  to  its  very  limitations  with  tonnage. 
The  market  for  the  cheaper  grades  of  steam  coal 
has  been  greatly  stimulated  in  the  past  two  weeks 
by  the  heavy  industrial,  milling  and  railroad  op¬ 
erations.  Indeed,  there  is  abundant  call  for  prac¬ 
tically  every  grade  of  coal  at  this  time. 

River  coal  is  now  remarkably  quiet  as  far  as 
actual  movement  is  concerned.  A  large  per  cent 
of  river  mines  and  tipples  are  operating,  how¬ 
ever,  as  the  up-river  dock  storage  capacity  is  not 
yet  filled.  It  is  now  nearly  a  month  since  the 
last  shipment  went  south  and  river  men_  have 
given  up  hope  for  another  barge  stage  until  No¬ 
vember.  A  small  shipment  was  started  the  early 
part  of  the  week  on  a  slight  rise,  but  the  barges 
are  held  up  in  the  Pittsburg  harbor.  The  rise 
was  utilized  in  returning  empties  which  have 
been  tied  up  at  lower  river  points.  The  Monon- 
gahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has 
had  as  high  as  a  dozen  towboats  with  heavy 
tows  of  barges  practically  stranded  on  -the  dry 
beaches  at  various  southern  points. 

Car  Situation  Not  Improved. 

There  is  little  that  is  favorable  to  report  alwut 
the  local  car  situation.  The  Pennsylvania  lines, 
which  have  been  doing  as  well  as  could  be  ex¬ 
pected,  show  a  disposition  to  weaken,  and  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  and  Erie  are  not  supplying 


more  than  two  days’  quota  this  week.  The  Wa¬ 
bash  railroad  is  not  enough  of  a  coal  factor  lo¬ 
cally  to  render  its  car  situation  embarrassing. 
The  general  shortage  is  very  marked  and  is  work¬ 
ing  great  detriment  and  much  actual  loss  to  the 
coal  industry.  It  is  practically  the  only  serious 
restraint  to  otherwise  exceptionally  fine  trade  con¬ 
ditions. 

Slack  Market  Is  Stringent. 

The  condition  of  the  local  slack  market  con¬ 
tinues  to  grow  more  stringent  and  prices  are 
gathering  tone  with  every  day.  What  effect  the 
scarcity  and  price  of  this  product  will  have  upon 
the  eastern  and  central  west  cement  manufactur¬ 
ers  who  now  depend  upon  Pittsburg  slack  almost 
exclusively  can  only  be  conjectured.  The  price 
is  holding  firm  with  but  a  small  range;  $1.00 
per  ton  gross  for  product  from  practically  every 
western  Pennsylvania  region,  Westmoreland, 
Panhandle,  Washington  county  or  Youghiogheny. 
That  the  eastern  cement  people  are  becoming 
alarmed  at  the  conditions  of  Pittsburg  slack  is 
shown  by  the  large  number  of  cement  produc¬ 
ing  coal  buyers  that  are  in  this  city  at  present 
seeking  1906  contracts.  Eastern  manufacturers 
can  not  draw  on  the  slack  supply  of  other  west¬ 
ern  points,  where  the  product  is  not  so  scarce  nor 
high  in  price,  on  account  of  the  differential  freight 
rates.  Pittsburg  slack  has  not  been  so  scarce 
for  two  years. 

Retail  trade,  particularly  in  anthracite,  has 
been  lagging.  In  the  words  of  a  prominent  Fifth 
avenue  jobber,  speaking  of  the  general  apathetic 
spirit :  “The  retailer  will  put  off  his  contract  or¬ 
ders  for  winter  supply  just  a  day  too  long.  He 
will  realize,  too  late,  that  he  has  lost  a  nice 
marginal  profit  by  failure  to  get  down  his  con¬ 
tracts  at  the  prices  now  available.  He  will  be 
clamoring  for  coal  at  a  price  he  can  not  get  and 
at  a  time  when  he  may  have  trouble  in  getting 
his  coal  at  all.  Bituminous  family  coal,  deliv¬ 
ered,  has  reached  eleven  cents  per  bushel.  An¬ 
thracite  remains  around  $7.00  per  ton,  delivered. 
Large  school  and  office  building  contracts  have 
been  made  at  lower  figures,  however.  Advances 
in  retail  prices  are  looked  for,  but  it  is  not  ex¬ 
pected  that  they  will  exceed  1904  winter  prices. 

Coke  Is  Decidedly  Bullish. 

Coke  continues  a  most  active  feature  in  the 
western  Pennsylvania  fields.  The  percentage  of 
ovens  standing  idle  is  lower  at  present  than  has 
been  noted  for  several  years.  There  is  a  heavy 
demand  for  the  best  quality  furnace  coke,  and 
seventy-two  hour  product  is  being  burned  in 
ovens  that  have  been  doing  forty-eight  hour  serv¬ 
ice  throughout  the  summer.  Prices  are  advanc¬ 
ing  even  more  rapidly  than  in  coal.  Many  con¬ 
tracts  have  been  made  for  furnace  coke  for  the 
early  part  of  next  year,  and  some  for  the  entire 
year,  at  prices  ranging  at  $2.60(g;3.00  per  ton 
f.  o.  b.  the  ovens.  In  order  to  meet  the  inordinate 
demands  for  coke,  and  acting  on  the  promising 
conditions  for  a  thriving  1906  season,  many  coal 
operations  are  now  being  worked  purely  as  cok¬ 
ing  propositions  where  previously  the  product  was 
diverted  exclusively  into  the  coal  channels.  Quo- 


ment  building  on  Walnut  Hills.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Forbush  are  now  at  home  to  their  friends. 

William  Marmet,  president,  and  Capt.  Edwin 
Marmet,  vice-president  and  general  manager  of 
the  Marmet  Coal  Co.,  are  spending  the  week  at 
the  Kanawha  mines  of  the  company,  where  a  num¬ 
ber  of  important  improvements  are  under  way. 

T.  F.  Farrell,  general  manager  of  the  Poca¬ 
hontas  Coke  Co.,  Bramwell,  W.  Va.,  formerly 
traffic  manager  and  western  sales  agent  for  the 
New  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  spent 
Sunday  here  with  his  family.  Mr.  Farrell  is  de¬ 
lighted  with  his  new  work  and  is  getting  along 
splendidly. 

William  Sweeny,  manager  of  the  Cincinnati 
office  of  Percy  Heilner  &  Son,  is  receiving  the 
congratulations  of  his  coal  friends  and  his  em¬ 
ployers  upon  closing  up  the  contract  this  week 
to  supply  the  National  Cash  Register  Co.,  of 
Dayton,  Ohio,  with  coal  for  one  year  from  this 
date.  The  contract  calls  for  about  35,000  tons. 


Pittsburg  Field. 

tations  for  the  best  furnace  coke  are  now  run¬ 
ning  as  high  as  $2.75  per  ton. 

Coke  Plans  of  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co. 

The  directors  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  on 
Tuesday  of  this  week  held  an  important  meeting 
at  the  local  offices  on  Fifth  avenue.  The  com¬ 
pany  has  been  planning  for  some  time  to  enter 
the  coke  field  in  an  extensive  way,  and  much  of 
the  meeting  was  devoted  to  this  matter.  The 
company  recently  purchased  the  plant  of  the 
Hero  Coke  Co.,  which  includes  nearly  fifty  acres 
adjacent  to  the  coke  plants  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Co.  and  the  subsidiary  Colonial  Coke  Co.  on 
the  Pittsburg,  Virginia  &  Charleston  railroad. 
Contracts  for  the  erection  of  200  coke  ovens  were 
also  closed  at  the  meeting.  These  will  be  com¬ 
pleted  by  January  first,  about  one-third  being  in¬ 
tended  for  the  Colonial  plant  No.  3  and  100  for 
the  same  company’s  plant  No.  2.  Fifty  ovens 
will  be  constructed  at  the  Euclid  mines  on  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad. 

Car  Orders  Point  to  1906  Activity. 

Many  heavy  contracts  for  equipment  for  both 
coal  and  coke  operations  were  placed  in  Pitts¬ 
burg  this  week.  They  are  eminently  indicative 
of  what  may  be  expected  in  the  way  of  1906 
operations  in  this  district,  the  coke  people  par¬ 
ticularly  making  expansions  of  large  proportions. 
The  contracts  embrace  power  plants,  ovens,  elec¬ 
trical  equipment,  washing  machinery,  etc. 

Heyl  &  Patterson,  of  this  city,  report  that  they 
were  awarded  the  contract  to  furnish  coal  wash¬ 
ing  machinery  of  800  tons  daily  capacity  for  the 
Cascade  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  Tyler,  Pa.  This 
company  has  also  placed  contracts  for  200  coke 
ovens,  a  million  coke  oven  brick  and  complete 
coke  producing  equipment. 

The  Struthers  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  is  another  of 
the  local  concerns  which  is  planning  to  expand 
in  the  coke  field,  having  just  placed  contracts  for 
160  ovens  for  the  New  Salem  plant. 

The  New  River  &  Pocahontas  Consolidated 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  placed  orders  calling  for 
the  erection  of  sixty  miners’  houses  for  the  new 
plant  at  Dry  Fork  and  for  extensive  electrical 
equipment.  All  of  these  activities  will  make  for 
greatly  increased  operations  in  the  local  field, 
and  the  season  of  1906  bids  fair  to  fulfill  the  ex¬ 
pectations  of  producers,  who  now  appear  to  be 
extremely  optimistic  in  their  views. 

Labor  Union  Officials  Active. 

Pittsburg  headquarters  of  the  united  mine 
workers  present  an  appearance  of  great  activity. 
It  was  announced  this  week  that  President  John 
Mitchell  would,  in  all  probability,  return  to  this 
district  for  another  series  of  speeches,  and  Vice- 
President  T.  L.  Lewis,  who  has  been  placed  in 
charge  of  the  campaign  of  organization  for  the 
bituminous  regions,  will  be  here  next  week.  The 
fact  that  the  prime  factors  in  the  union,  President 
Mitchell  and  other  national  officials,  have  been 
devoting  so  much  attention  to  the  Pittsburg  dis¬ 
trict  and  the  important  Monongahela  valley  re¬ 
gion  is  of  the  greatest  significance  as  pointing 
to  the  possibilities  and  probabilities  of  strike 
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complications  after  the  termination  of  the  present 
wage  agreement.  That  the  movements  of  both 
the  operators  and  union  officials  in  the  western 
Pennsylvania  fields  are  important  signs  of  what 
may  follow  can  not  be  questioned.  The  Black 
Diamond  representative  has  it  from  one  of  the 
local  vice-presidents  of  the  Pittsburg  district 
branch  of  the  national  organization  that  the  real 
western  Pennsylvania  campaign  is  scheduled  to 
open  on  the  occasion  of  the  anniversary  of  the 
founding  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
and  that  President  Mitchell  has  been  booked  to 
make  personal  visits  to  many  of  the  mining  towns 
in  both  the  Monongahela  and  Chartiers  valleys 
following  this  meeting. 

The  Irwin  field  has  always  been  the  principal 
disturber  in  labor  matters,  and  it  promises  to 
keep  up  its  record.  Over  500  miners  at  the 
Yough  shaft  of  the  Penn  Gas  Coal  Co.  have  been 
on  strike  for  some  time,  and  the  Pittsburg  branch 
of  the  miners’  union  has  taken  advantage  of  this 
break  and  called  a  mass  meeting.  The  Irwin 
field  is  the  object  of  much  attention  among'  the 
organizers,  about  twenty  locals  having  been  or¬ 
ganized  there  during  the  present  agitation. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

Ira  E.  Bixler,  treasurer  of  the  Iron  City  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  has  been  engaged  in  an  extended 
trip  through  the  central  west. 

B.  H.  Schewe,  secretary  of  the  Moreland  Coke 
Co.  and  the  Old  Colony,  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  re¬ 
turned  this  week  from  an  extended  trip  west. 

Thomas  J.  Hawkins,  a  local  operator,  this  week 
added  to  his  holdings  an  important  tract  of  800 
acres  of  Westmoreland  county  coal,  the  purchase 
price  being  $25,000. 

Addison  Boren,  treasurer  of  the  Robinson  Ma¬ 
chine  Co.,  has  been  confined  to  his  home  by  a 
light  attack  of  typhoid  fever,  but  is  expected  to 
be  about  within  a  week. 

Capt.  L.  R.  Doty,  fourth  vice-president  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  was  in 
the  city  part  of  this  week.  On  Tuesday  he  at¬ 
tended  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  com¬ 
pany. 

William  K.  Richards,  president  of  the  Rich¬ 
ards  Coal  Mining  Co.,  and  son,  R.  S.‘ Richards, 
returned  this  week  from  Columbus,  Ohio,  where 
they  were  called  last  week  by  the  death  of  the 
former’s  mother. 

The  Pittsburgh  Coal  -Co.  this  week  announced 
its  intention  of  again  opening  the  mines  at  Bridge- 
ville  on  the  Chartiers  branch  of  the  Panhandle 
railroad  and  at  Summerhill.  Both  mines  have  not 
been  in  operation  for  over  six  months.  They 
employ  700  men. 

An  official  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  stated  to 
The  Black  Diamond  that  the  new  fueling  dock 
at  Point  Aux  Fresnes,  on  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie 
river,  which  will  be  erected  in  the  spring  at  a 
cost  of  $100,000,  will  be  constructed  by  the  com¬ 
pany,  the  plans  having  been  approved  this  week. 

Among  the  representatives  of  the  trade  calling 
in  Pittsburg  this  week  were  J.  H.  Glasser,  of 
C.  R.  Bachman,  Allentown,  Pa. ;  H.  J.  Lawrence, 
of  M.  A.  Hanna  &  Co.,  Cleveland,  Ohio;  H.  J. 
Lyons,  of  the  Monarch  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Union- 
town,  Pa. ;  George  D.  Cameron,  of  Pickands- 
Mather  Co.,  Qeveland,  Ohio;  W.  P.  Bonney,  of 
the  Pittsburg  &  Erie  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Erie,  Pa. 

A  new  railroad  that  has  for  its  object  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  untouched  coal  lands  in  Greene 
county  will  be  built  this  winter.  The  Waynes- 
burg  Southern  railroad,  with  a  capital  of  $120,- 
OOO,  was  chartered  this  week.  The  proposed  line 
will  be  twelve  miles  in  length  and  will  form  an 
important  tributary  to  all  the  main  lines  taking 
the  product  out  of  this  district.  Thomas  F.  Bar¬ 
rett,  of  Pittsburg,  is  president  and  Edward  Mc- 
Sweeney  aand  F.  E.  McSweeney,  of  this  city,  are 
directors. 

V 

After  a  shutdown  of  fifteen  months,  the  Wol¬ 
verine  mine  No.  2,  Bay  City,  Mich.,  will  resume 
operations  within  the  near  future.  About  a  year 
ago,  after  a  shutdown  of  several  months  for  re¬ 
pairs,  the  mine  was  put  out  of  commission  by  a 
fire  which  destroyed  all  the  improvements  that 
had  been  made.  It  was  impossible  to  repair  the 
damage  for  last  year’s  work,  and  the  mine  has 
remained  idle  since  that  time. 


Mining  News  from  West  Virginia. 


Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  Oct.  19. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Senator  Stephen  B.  Elkins  is  au¬ 
thority  for  the  statement  that  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  railroad  will  extend  the  Little  Kanawha  rail¬ 
road  to  Burnsville,  a  station  in  Braxton  county. 
This  extension  would  also  mean  a  connection 
with  the  new  Coal  &  Coke  road,  owned  by  Henry 
G.  Davis,  as  it  parallels  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  at 
Burnsville. 

The  importance  of  Senator  Elkins’  statement 
may  be  gathered  from  the  hubbub  and  tangle 
there  have  been  for  three  years  or  more  over 
the  Little  Kanawha  road,  it  being  the  entering 
wedge  between  Joseph  Ramsey  and  George  Gould. 
Of  itself,  it  is  comparatively  unimportant,  but  it 
was  first  seized  upon  by  the  Wabash  people  as 
one  link  for  their  line  which  was  to  intersect 
Vest  Virginia.  With  the  road  go  immense  hold¬ 
ings  in  coal  lands  in  Gilmer,  Braxton  and  one  or 
two  other  counties  in  the  interior  of  the  state. 

The  Little  Kanawha  river,  which  parallels  the 
road  for  almost  its  entire  distance,  has  a  partial 
system  of  private  locks  and  dams,  which  the  gov¬ 
ernment  is  going  to  take  over.  Citizens  of  Park¬ 
ersburg,  which  is  at  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Kan¬ 
awha,  where  it  empties  into  the  Ohio,  are  en¬ 
couraging  the  citizens  of  Ohio  to  go  ahead  with 
the  Ohio  canal  project.  This  canal  would  em¬ 
brace  the  Muskingum  river,  which  empties  into 
the  Ohio  at  Marietta,  twelve  miles  above  Parkers¬ 
burg.  Thence  through  Ohio  it  takes  up  the  old 
abandoned  state  canal,  and  it  is  proposed  to  carry 
it  to  the  Lake  Erie  at  Cleveland. 

The  completion  of  this  artificial  waterway,  or 
mostly  artificial,  would  practically  extend  it  into 
the  heart  of  West  Virginia,  with  the  improved 
Little  Kanawha  river  as  an  auxiliary.  Already 
there  has  been  a  government  appropriation  for 
dams  about  Marietta  and  Parkersburg,  which  will 
furnish  a  great  pool  directly  in  front  of  those 
cities.  But  if  the  canal  is  not  perfected  in  a  few 
years  and  time  must  be  waited  on  for  a  direct 
water  route  from  the  West  Virginia  coal  fields  to 
Lake  Erie,  the  extension  of  the  Little  Kanawha 
railroad  will  mean  a  large  coal  development  for 
rail  hauls.  So  that  the  railroad  extension  is 
rather  an  interesting  proposition. 

Could  Sell  Coal  &  Coke  Road. 

Ex-Senator  Henry  G.  Davis,  who  built  the  Coal 
&  Coke  road,  and  who  is  its  principal  owner, 
made  a  remark  at  the  West  Virginia  board  of 
trade  meeting  last  week  which  is  pertinent  to  re¬ 
call.  He  said  that  within  ten  days  he  had  been 
made  an  offer  for  his  Coal  &  Coke  railroad  and 
that  he  had  refused  it.  He  said  it  was  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  regret  that  every  other  railroad  in  the  state 
was  owned  directly  or  indirectly  by  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  railroad.  He  intimated  that  the  offer  came 
to  him  from  that  source,  but  he  declared  positively 
that  he  would  not  sell,  and  he  made  it  plain  that 
his  reason  was  that  he  did  not  like  to  see  the 
roads  in  the  state  exclusively  under  one  owner¬ 
ship. 

The  first  coal  harbor  to  be  built  on  the  Ohio 
river  within  West  Virginia  bounds  has  been  con¬ 
tracted  for  by  the  Guyan  Valley  Fuel  Co.  The 
harbor  will  be  at  Huntington,  where  the  offices 
of  the  company  are  located,  and  it  is  designed  to 
handle  the  output  of  the  mines  owned  by  the  com¬ 
pany  in  Logan  county,  or  along  the  Guyan  valley. 
The  United  States  Coal  &  Oil  Co.,  with  hold¬ 
ings  in  the  same  section,  is  mutually  interested 
in  the  harbor  project. 

It  is  claimed  for  these  companies  that  they  have 
been  handicapped  in  their  effort  to  fill  orders  by 
the  lack  of  railroad  cars.  The  United  States 
company  is  now  said  to  be  75,000  tons  behind  in 
its  orders,  which  is  a  large  amount  according  to 
the  age  of  the  corporation  and  its  operating 
limits.  The  W.  C.  Wilkins  Engineering  Co.  of 
Pittsburg  is  drawing  the  plans  for  the  harbor. 
The  tipple  will  have  3,000  tons’  capacity  in  ten 
hours.  It  is  said  150  steel  hoppers  will  be  or¬ 
dered  by  the  company  soon  for  hauling  coal  from 
the  Guyan  valley  to  the  harbor.  The  company 
has  substantial  encouragement  from  Cincinnati 
and  other  down-river  points  to  ship  by  water. 

Miners  Want  Additional  Members. 

The  executive  board  of  the  United  Mine  Work¬ 
ers  of  the  fifth  Ohio  sub-district  a  few  days  ago 


held  a  meeting  in  this  city.  One  of  the  results 
was  the  decision  to  prepare  a  circular  which  will 
be  printed  in  five  languages  and  distributed  freely 
through  the  Pittsburg  seam  district.  This  circu¬ 
lar  advises  the  men  who  are  out  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  to  get  into  it,  and  it  also  advises  them  to 
save  their  money  for  the  future.  On  its  face  it 
states  a  hope  that  there  will  not  be  a  strike,  but 
whether  it  is  a  bluff  or  a  sincere  effort  to  prepare 
for  war  in  a  time  of  peace  is  a  question. 

This  week  was  to  have  witnessed  a  decided  re¬ 
lief  in  the  car  situation  along  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio,  according  to  certain  sages  in  the  vicinity  of 
Fairmont,  but  if  there  has  been  that  consumma¬ 
tion  shippers  have  been  unable  to  discover  it. 
Conditions  at  Fairmont  are  not  improved  over 
what  they  have  been  for  at  least  a  month,  and 
the  general  average  is  about  the  same  throughout 
the  state — about  sixtv  per  cent  of  the  normal  de¬ 
mand.  The  prediction  of  betterment  was  based 
on  the  assumption  that  the  crop  movement  would 
be  signally  reduced  by  this  time. 

Owing  to  the  gravity  of  the  car  situation  the 
Fairmont  Coal  Co.  has  withdrawn  from  the  open 
market.  It  will  supply  exclusively  contract  busi¬ 
ness  until  the  situation  is  sufficiently  improved. 
The  company  officials  look  for  a  substantial  ad¬ 
vance  in  prices  in  the  near  future.  They  realize 
it  is  a  question  of  transportation  this  winter,  not 
taking  into  consideration  the  question  of  possible 
labor  trouble  next  spring,  but  believe  the  con¬ 
sumption  will  exceed  the  facilities  of  the  rail¬ 
roads.  On  that  score  they  look  for  higher  prices 
for  spot  coal. 

George  T.  Watson,  for  several  years  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  New  England  mine  of  the  Fair¬ 
mont  Coal  Co.,  which,  by  the  way,  is  one  of  the 
best  properties  of  that  corporation,  has  resigned 
to  become  the  general  manager  of  the  Fairmont 
&  Clarksburg  Traction  Co.  Mr.  Watson  is  related 
to  the  family  of  that  name  who  were  the  pioneer 
coal  operators  of  Fairmont  and  West  Virginia, 
and  he  will  make  a  success  of  his  new  charge 
without  doubt. 

The  Somerset  Coal  Co.,  controlled  by  the  Fair¬ 
mont  Coal  Co.,  has  just  purchased  2,500  acres 
near  its  holdings  in  Somerset  county.  Pa.,  and  will 
produce  from  these  lands  600,000  tons  a  year, 
beginning  operations  next  June.  Work  has  be¬ 
gun  already  on  a  three-mile  branch  railroad  to 
the  mines. 


Pacific  Coast  Trade. 

San  Fr.\ncisco,  Cal.,  Oct.  14. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Since  the  steamship  Sierra  left  this 
port  in  September  there  has  not  been  a  coal  ar¬ 
rival  from  Australia.  There  are  twenty-three  ves¬ 
sels  listed  to  load  coal  at  Newcastle,  N.  S.  W., 
with  a  carrying  capacity  of  about  50,000  tons.  In¬ 
cluded  in  this  list  are  three  steamers,  with  a  car¬ 
rying  capacity  of  about  15,000  tons.  The  arrivals 
of  colonial  coal  for  the  month  of  September,  1904, 
were  15,982  tons;  for  the  month  of  September 
the  present  year,  only  5,280  tons.  The  deliveries 
of  coal  from  British  Columbia  last  month  were 
over  18,000  tons.  The  total  deliveries  of  coal 
from  all  sources  this  year  for  September  show  a 
shrinkage  of  19,000  tons,  against  the  coal  arrivals 
of  the  same  period  for  1904.  There  is  a  percep¬ 
tible  shrinkage  of  all  grades  of  coal  in  the  yards 
here,  still  the  wholesale  prices  remain  unchanged, 
as  early  relief  is  expected  from  the  British  Co¬ 
lumbia  collieries,  as  soon  as  future  freight  engage¬ 
ments  can  be  arranged.  There  is  but  one  vessel 
due  from  Newcastle,  N.  S.  W.,  but  the  three 
steamer  cargoes  should  be  received  here  early 
next  month. 

The  strike  at  British  Columbia  that  has  been 
in  progress  for  the  past  four  months  has  been 
amicably  settled,  and  work  will  be  re-commenced 
at  an  early  date.  Duration  of  the  agreement  will 
be  for  two  years,  and  the  minimum  rate  of  wages 
to  the  miners  appears  to  be  a  very  generous  one. 
All  collieries  which  have  been  affected  by  the 
strike  just  ended  belong  to  the  Western  Fuel  Co., 
which  has  absolute  control  over  all  British  Co¬ 
lumbia  coal  products  coming  to  this  market.  Pro¬ 
ducers  of  fuel  oil  are  endeavoring  to  establish  a 
better  price  for  their  product.  It  is  very  doubtful 
if  they  will  be  successful. 


28 


the:  black  diamond 


[October  21 


The  Missouri  River  Coal  Trade. 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Oct.  10. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — 'I'lic  coal  trade  in  Kansas  City  and 
(itlicr  southwestern  markets  is  satisfactory  for 
tins  season  of  the  year,  and  is  better  than  it  was 
a  year  ago.  'I'he  demand  is  good,  retail  prices 
arc  fair,  but  there  should  be  an  advance  in  wholc- 
salc-(iuotations  to  give  the  operators  equitable  re¬ 
turns.  An  advance  probably  will  be  made  soon. 
'I'he  domestic  trade  is  steady,  although  no  real 
cold  weather  has  yet  been  experienced.  Dealers 
must  reap  a  harvest  this  winter,  for  next  year 
natural  gas  will  be  in  competition  with  domestic 
coal  in  Kansas  City.  It  is  now  being  burned  at 
twenty-five  cents  per  thousand  cubic  feet  by  more 
than  five  thousand  consumers  just  across  the  slate 
line  in  Kansas  City,  Kas.,  while  consumers  in 
Missouri  are  paying  $1.00  for  artificial  gas.  They 
are  complaining  loudly  through  the  newspapers, 
and  the  Kansas  City  (Mo.)  council  will  not  dare 
to  defer  much  longer  the  granting  of  a  franchise 
to  supply  the  city  with  natural  gas  which  has 
heen  piped  to  its  doors. 

Considerable  coal  is  going  into  storage  in  Kan¬ 
sas  City,  in  preparation  for  the  cold  weather. 
This  is  being  done  despite  the  shortage  "of  freight 
cars,  which  is  being  seriously  felt  in  many  of  the 
southwestern  markets.  Every  available  coal  car 
is  in  use,  and  many  small  operators  complain  that 
they  can  not  work  their  mines  full  time  because 
of  the  car  shortage.  The  freight  yards  at  Kan¬ 
sas  City  are  so  congested  with  loaded  cars  of  all 
kinds  that  the  condition  almost  amounts  to  a 
blockade.  Merchandise,  grain,  lumher  and  other 
building  materials  are  moving  in  tremendous 
quantities.  If  cold  weather  should  come  before 
the  congestion  is  relieved,  the  coal  in  storage  in 
Kansas  City  would  be  quickly  exhausted,  and  the 
inability  to  get  cars  undoubtedly  would  cause 
practically  a  coal  famine  in  Kansas  City.  Railroad 
men  and  .some  operators  look  for  trouble  all  win¬ 
ter  over  the  car  question  because  of  the  great  vol¬ 
ume  of  traffic  the  railroads  are  handling  and  will 
handle. 

Look  for  Car  Famine  All  Winter. 

If  there  is  severe  weather  then  the  railroads 
uudoubtedlv  will  resort  to  their  old  custom  of 
seizing  coal  in  transit.  No  coal  was  taken  that 
way  last  year,  because  there  was  very  little  cold 
weather  and  the  railroads  had  plenty  of  cars  for 
all  classes  of  freight. 

Iowa  bituminous  coal  is  competing  successfully 
with  Pittsburg,  Kas.,  coal  in  the  northern  Kansas 
market.'  Pittsburg  operators  say  that  di.scrimina- 
tion  in  freight  rates  has  driven  them  out  of  the 
Nehama  county  market.  The  rate  from  the  Iowa 
coal  fields  is  fifteen  cents  a  ton  lower  than  the 
rate  from  the  Pittsburg,  Kas.,  fields.  Coal  dealers 
in  western  Kansas  also  complain  that  the  Santa 
Fe  raihvav  is  not  makuig  good  on  its  proposed  re¬ 
ductions  in  freight  rates.  They  say  the  cut  ap¬ 
plies  solely  to  steam  coal,  and  that  lump  is  not 
affected.  This  gives  Colorado  coal  operators  the 
advantage  in  the  competition  for  the,  trade  of 
western  Kansas.  Pittsburg  operators  expect  that 
freight  rates,  however,  will  be  equalized  so  that 
they  will  get  a  part  of  the  coal  trade  of  all  classes 
in  the  western  part  of  the  state  this  winter.  The 
reduced  rates  on  steam  and  lump  coal  are  in  effect 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state.  The  rate  on 
steam  coal  to  Wichita,  in  the  western  part  of 
the  state,  is  $1.00  a  ton,  while  the  rate  on  lump 
coal  is  $1.50. 

Large  Coal  Deal  Completed. 

One  of  the  most  important  coal  deals  of  the 
year  was  closed  at  Pittsburg,  Kas.,  last  Satur¬ 
day.  Deeds  were  recorded  transferring  4,657 
acres  of  coal  land  near  Pittsburg,  formerly  owned 
by  the  Wear  Coal  Co.,  to  the  Concordia  Coal 
Co.,  a  newly  organized  concern.  Several  months 
ago  the  stock  in  the  Wear  Coal  Co.  was  sold  by 
F.  Y.  Wear  and  A.  B.  Kirkwood,  the  principal 
stockholders,  to  a  new  syndicate,  composed  nom¬ 
inally  of  officials  of  the  Central  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  of  Kansas  City,  but  generally  believed  to  be 
representatives  of  the  Gould  coal  interests.  The 
Western  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  is  the  Gould  concern 
which  is  supposed  to  control  the  Concordia  Coal 
Co.,  which  has  been  incorporated  in  Delaware. 


Gold  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $1,000,000  have  been 
voted  to  finance  the  new  company.  The  bonds 
draw  five  per  cent  interest  and  run  for  forty  years. 
An  operator  who  declines  to  permit  his  name 
to  be  used  says  the  Concordia  Coal  Co.  is  another 
step  in  the  plan  of  the  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
and  the  Western  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  to  gain 
absolute  control  of  the  southwestern  coal  field. 
Last  summer  they  began  to  absorb  small  opera¬ 
tions  and  merge  and  consolidate  the  larger  ones. 
These  companies,  with  one  other,  reorganized  and 
took  control  of  the  Southwestern  Interstate  Coal 
Operators’  Association  by  changing  the  constitu¬ 
tion  so  that  votes  and  representation  should  be 
according  to  tonnage.  Their  plan  is  to  control 
the  .southwestern  coal  industry  so  that  they  may 
stop  the  cutting  of  prices  by  small  operators 
and  present  a  united  front  in  their  dealings  with 
the  united  mine  workers. 

The  receivers  of  the  Devlin  bankrupt  estate 
announce  that  the  Devlin  coal  mines  in  Osage 
county,  Kas.,  which  have  been  closed  since  last 
summer,  will  be  reopened  and  the  miners  put  to 
work  again  at  once.  It  is  reported  that  officials 
of  the  Western  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  have  made 
an  inspection  of  the  Devlin  properties  in  Kan¬ 
sas,  and  a  deal  is  said  to  be  on  for  their  ab¬ 
sorption. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Kansas  Gas,  Water,  Elec¬ 
tric  Light  and  Street  Railway  Association  in 
Kansas  City  this  week  Prof.  Erasmus  Haworth, 
of  the  University  of  Kansas,  read  a  paper  on 
“Relative  Heat  Producing  Values  of  Natural 
Gas,  Oil  and  Coal.”  He  said  in  part : 

“It  is  exceedingly  hard  to  determine  the  rela¬ 
tive  heat  value  of  these  various  fuels  because  of 
the  lack  of  a  common  standard.  My  figures  are 
arrived  at  on  the  presumption  that  we  have  per¬ 
fect  conditions.  We  assume  that  combustion  is 
perfect.  As  a  matter  of  fact  this  can  be  true  only 
theoretically.” 

Professor  Haworth  offers  the  following  as 
the  result  of  researches,  the  fuels  being  compared 
by  weight : 

One  ton  of  oil  produces  40,000,000  British  ther¬ 
mal  units. 

One  ton  of  best  bituminous  coal  produces  28,- 
000,000  British  thermal  units. 

One  thousand  cubic  feet  of  natural  gas  pro¬ 
duces  100,000  British  therman  units. 

“In  actual  practice  coal  reaches  little  over  fifty 
per  cent  of  perfect  combustion,  and  oil  and  gas 
between  ninety  per  cent  and  ninety-five  per  cent 
of  perfect  combustion.” 

The  new  packing  plant  of  the  American  Dressed 
Beef  &  Provision  Co.  in  Kansas  City  is  burning 
natural  gas  under  two  of  its  boilers. 


The  St.  Louis  Coal  Market. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Oct.  19. —  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  market  is  ruling  firmer  this  week 
than  it  has  been  for  some  time  past.  There  is 
a  slight  demand  for  free  coal,  principally  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  car  famine  in  the  Illinois  district. 
The  situation  in  the  Illinois  field  in  regard  to 
the  shortage  of  equipment  is  probably  the  worst 
ever  known.  This  is  the  belief,  at  least,  of  the 
leading  operators. 

Complaints  are  being  received  from  all  parts  of 
the  southern  Illinois  coal  fields  that  operators  are 
only  able  to  run  their  mines  at  about  half  time 
for  the  want  of  cars,  and  that  the  coal  receipts 
are  barely  up  to  the  immediate  demand.  The 
situation  is  certainly  a  waiting  one. 

Practically  all  of  the  railroads  are  short  of  cars, 
and  in  some  sections  the  situation  is  serious.  This 
shortage  has  not  only  affected  the  supply  of  cars 
at  the  mines,  but  has  interrupted  the  movement 
to  destination.  Some  of  the  mines  are  working 
on  even  less  than  half  time,  which  threatens  to 
curtail  the  available  supply  of  coal  when  it  is 
needed  a  little  later. 

The  serious  situation  in  the  Illinois  field  has 
not  materially  affected  the  St.  Louis  market.  This 
is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  this  market  has 
in  the  past  been  continually  flooded  by  an  over¬ 
production.  The  car  shortage  has  created  a 
jiealthier  tone  locally  than  has  been  present  for 
a  long  time.  There  has  been  a  slight  increase, 
despite  reported  car  famine  in  the  Illinois  field. 


in  car  receipts  at  St.  Louis  over  the  same  period 
last  week. 

In  an  interview  your  correspondent  had  with 
Mr.  Houghtlin,  sales  agent  for  the  new  Southern 
Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  he  stated  that  he  believed  the 
situation  would  improve  materially  within  the 
next  week  or  so.  He  also  stated  that  his  com¬ 
pany  is  not  trying  to  corner  the  local  market 
and  that  its  sole  object  was  to  reduce  cost  of 
operations  for  the  various  mines  and  to  do  a 
general  coal  and  mining  business. 

Range  of  Local  Prices. 

Shaker  screened  lump  can  be  had  at  $1.17^$^ 
2.00  f.  o.  b.  East  St.  Ixiuis.  This  is  practically 
two  and  one-half  cents  higher  than  last  week. 

The  retail  market  is  in  practically  the  same 
condition  that  it  has  been  in  for  some  weeks 
past.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  demand  will 
increase  considerably  within  the  next  week  or 
so.  I  here  has  been  an  extra  heavy  fall  trade, 
which  has  shown  no  signs  as  yet  of  falling  off. 
The  recent  cold  weather  as  usual  created  a  little 
flurry  of  buying,  but  with  the  advent  of  warmer 
weather  it  soon  quieted  down. 

Shipments  of  Pennsylvania  anthracite  are  fair 
and  the  supply  quite  equals  the  demand.  The 
quality  of  all  grades  of  this  coal  is  very  good 
this  year,  especially  the  small  egg  size.  Prices 
on  this  coal  remain  the  same  as  last  week,  name-' 
ly,  $8.25  for  the  broken  sizes  per  ton  delivered 
and  $8.50  for  the  smaller  sizes,  stove,  egg  and 
chestnut,  per  ton  delivered.  This  price  will  re¬ 
main  stationary  during  the  winter.  There  is  a 
slightly  increased  demand  for  domestic  bitumi¬ 
nous  coals,  principally  on  account  of  the  cold 
weather.  The  demand,  however,  is  not  what  it 
ought  to  be  at  this  time  of  the  year,  and  what 
is  worse  the  local  dealers  are  not  making  much 
of  ah  effort  to  increase  it,  acknowledging  the 
local  gas  company  the  winner.  Prices  are  prac¬ 
tically  the  same  as  they  have  been  for  some  time. 


namely : 

Per  Bu. 

Description.  Delivered. 

Trenton  . cents 

Cartervillc  . 13  cents 

Staunton,  Mount  Olive . 12  cents 

vStandard  . H  cents 


There  continues  a  good  demand  for  Arkansas 
anthracite  and  shipments  are  fair.  This  coal  is 
better  prepared  this  year  than  heretofore,  being 
broken  into  .smaller  sizes,  and  is  very  much 
cleaner.  Excellent  satisfaction  is  expected  from 
this  coal  this  winter.  Prices  remain  the  same 
as  last  week,  viz.,  $7.00(g7.20  for  the  larger  sizes 
and  $7.25(a7.40  for  the  smaller  sizes  per  ton  de¬ 
livered. 

The  distributers  of  .\rkansas  semi-anthracite,  as 
usual,  report  good  sales.  This  coal  is  retailing 
at  $6.25  delivered. 


Statistics  at  Cleveland. 

The  statistical  position  of  coal  at  Cleveland 
up  to  and  inclusive  of  July  twenty-ninth,  this 
year,  as  compared  with  1904  and  1903  is  revealed 
by  the  following  tables : 

RECEIPTS  FOR  MONTH  TO  JULY  29. 


Anthracite  . 

Bituminous  . . 

1903- 

Tons. 

.  23,646 

.  520,456 

1904- 

Tons. 

18.898 

706,899 

1905. 

Tons. 

34,405 

551,548 

Totals  . 

544,102 

795,797 

585,953 

RECEIPTS  FOR 

YEAR  TO 

JULY  29. 

Anthracite  . 

Bituminous  . 

1903- 

Tons. 

.  183,206 
..2,908,016 

1904- 

Tons. 

123,089 

2,726,054 

190S- 

Tons. 

210,097 

2,700,027 

Totals  . 

.3,091,222 

2,849,143 

2.910,124 

Bituminous  shipments  for  the  corresponding 
period  this  year  amounted  to  1,139,087  tons,  as 
against  1,339,262  tons  in  1904  and  530,624  tons  in 
1903,  so  that  up  to  August  first  of  this  year 
movement  out  of  Cleveland  to  other  lake  ports 
was  200,000  tons  short  of  the  total  tonnage  moved 
for  the  same  period  last  year. 

V 

It  is  expected  that  the  coal  dock  at  Connor’s 
Point,  Wis.,  which  is  being  built  by  the  Hanna 
Coal  Co.,  will  be  receiving  shipments  of  coal 
the  latter  part  of  this  month.  The  coal  pockets 
and  the  unloading  rigs  are  nearly  completed. 
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Death  Calls  Richard  H.  Kfiith. 

Richard  H.  Keith,  president  of  the  Central 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  died  Tuesday,  October  seven¬ 
teenth,  at  his  home  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  after 
an  illness  of  more  than  a  year.  The  end  had  been 
expected  for  more  than  a  week. 

Richard  H.  Keith  was  a  native  Missourian. 
He  was  born  in  Marion  county.  May  twenty- 
third,  1843.  His  father.  Smith  Keith,  and  his 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Margaret  Por¬ 
ter,  had  come  from  Fauquier  county,  Virginia. 

In  1844  the  family  moved  to  Lafayette  county, 
where  the  Keith  family  owned  a  large  plantation. 
Richard  Keith  was  one  of  four  brothers.  Robert 
Keith  and  William  Keith  of  the  Robert  Keith 
Furniture  &  Carpet  Co.,  of  Kansas  City,  and 
James  Keith,  of  Oakland,  Cal.,  were  his  broth¬ 
ers.  Their  one  sister  is  now  Mrs.  Virginia  Lee. 
Richard  Keith  was  educated  at  the  Masonic 
college  at  Lexington,  Mo.,  and  went  to  Pettis 
county,  where  he  took  an  early  interest  in  politics, 
and  before  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  be¬ 
came  clerk  of  the  circuit  court.  He  was  holding 


that  office  and  studying  law  with  John  F.  Phillips, 
now  judge  of  the  United  States  district  court 
in  Kansas  City,  when  the  civil  war  began. 

Richard  Keith  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  army, 
serving  under  Sterling  Price.  His  first  pitched 
battle  was  the  fight  at  Lexington  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  his  boyhood  home.  In  this  battle 
the  Confederates  captured  Mulligan’s  Irish  bri¬ 
gade.  They  cut  them  off  from  the  water  supply 
which  helped  to  force  the  surrender. 

Mr.  Keith  was  in  the  artillery  service,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Landis  battery,  which  made  fame  for 
itself  in  the  early  part  of  the  war.  Price  went 
south  after  the  battle  of  Lexington  and  Mr. 
Keith  served  under  him  in  another  hard  fought 
battle  in  Missouri — the  fight  near  Springfield. 

Began  Coal  Career  in  1871. 

In  1866  Mr.  Keith  returned  to  Leavenworth. 
The  war  was  over  and  he  secured  a  place  in 
the  government  employ  as  wagon  master.  Later, 
he  opened  a  dry  goods  store  at  Leavenworth. 
The  business  was  not  very  satisfactory  and  in 
1871  Mr.  Keith  came  to  Kansas  City  and  opened 
an  office  to  sell  coal. 

The  firm  of  Keith  &  Hendy  was  formed  and 
continued  until  1880,  when  Mr.  Keith  bought  the 
Hendy  interests  and  consolidated  with  John 
Perry,  forming  the  firm  of  Keith  &  Perry.  This 
was  reorganized  as  the  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
in  1893.  The  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  went  into 


the  lumber  business  extensively  and  it  has  been 
the  source  of  a  considerable  part  of  its  pros¬ 
perity.  In  1902  under  Mr.  Keith’s  direction  the 
Kansas  &  Texas  Coal  Co.’s  properties  were  bought 
and  became  a  part  of  the  Central  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  making  it  the  most  important  mining  con¬ 
cern  west  of  the  Mississippi  river  except  the 
Colorado  Fuel  &  Iron  Co. 

In  1900  Mr.  Keith  and  Charles  Campbell  or¬ 
ganized  the  Louisiana  &  Texas  Lumber  Co., 
which  owns  one  of  the  biggest  lumber  mills  in 
the  south.  A  year  later  he  organized  the  Arkan¬ 
sas  &  Choctaw  railroad  and  built  what  was  known 
as  the  Red  River  route,  now  a  [tart  of  the  Frisco 
system. 

Mr.  Keith  was  married  soon  after  he  came  to 
Kansas  City  in  1871.  His  first  wife  was  Miss 
Anna  Boarman,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Charles  S. 
Boarman,  at  that  time  a  practicing  physician  in 
Kansas  City.  Three  children  were  born  to  them. 
The  oldest,  Charles  S.  Keith,  is  now  general 
manager  of  the  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  The 
daughter,  Margaret  Keith,  is  now  Mrs.  C.  W. 
Hastings.  Robert  L,  Keith,  the  second  son,  is 


a  physician  at  Seattle,  VVash.  Mrs.  Keith  died 
soon  after  the  younger  son  was  born,  and  in  1877 
Mr.  Keith  married  Mary  Lee  Boarman,  a  sister 
of  his  first  wife.  There  are  five  living  children  of 
the  second  marriage,  Mrs.  Henry  Koehler,  wife 
of  the  cashier  of  the  Western  Exchange  bank 
of  Kansas  City,  Richard  H.  Keith,  a  young  man 
who  is  learning  the  lumber  part  of  the  Central 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.’s  business,  and  three  younger 
daughters,  Virginia,  Emily  and  Mary. 

Mr.  Keith  made  a  large  fortune.  Strikes  rarely 
occurred  in  his  mines  and  he  usually  helped  to 
find  a  way  of  settlement.  The  old  miners  regard¬ 
ed  him  as  a  friend,  while  the  younger  men  knew 
him  only  by  reputation,  but  believed  he  would 
give  them  as  good  wages  as  the  business  would 
justify. 

As  a  dealer  he  always  believed  that  the  best 
interests  of  the  operator  could  be  served  by  mak¬ 
ing  fair  prices.  Not  many  years  ago  in  severe 
weather  there  was  an  apparent  shortage  of  coal 
and  one  morning  a  Kansas  City  newspaper  pub- 
uished  a  scare  story  of  a  great  coal  famine.  Coal 
was  selling  then  for  every  cent  the  market  justi¬ 
fied,  but  an  advance  of  fifty  cents  a  ton  was  an¬ 
nounced. 

Held  Prices  on  Steady  Basis. 

“It  is  not  fair,’’  Mr.  Keith  said,  when  inter¬ 
viewed,  “to  push  prices  up  in  a  temporary  short¬ 
age  and  I  have  given  orders  that  there  shall  be 


no  advance  in  prices  by  this  company.  I  will  sell 
at  the  old  prices  so  long  as  I  have  a.  pound  of 
coal  in  sight.” 

There  were  times  when  the  visible  supply  of 
coal  ran  dangerously  low,  but  the  dealers  who 
advanced  prices  had  to  go  back  to  the  old  pr'ce 
before  the  week  ended.  It  did  not  amount  to 
so  very  much,  but  it  saved  20,000  or  25,000  fami¬ 
lies  a  dollar  or  a  half-dollar  each.  It  showed 
the  disposition  of  the  man. 

Mr.  Keith  left  charity  affairs  to  his  family,  but 
his  check  made  up  a  good  many  deficienc'es  in 
more  than  one  charitable  organization.  He  would 
contribute  and  at  the  end  of  the  season  when 
the  day  for  settlement  came  Mrs.  Keith  would 
come  for  a  check  that  often  ran  into  the  thou¬ 
sands  to  pay  off  the  debts  of  the  organization 
and  start  it  new.  It  was  always  ready. 

The  work  of  forming  the  big  companies  in 
which  he  was  interested,  and  managing  them  took 
all  of  his  time.  For  twenty-four  years  he  took 
no  vacation.  Finally,  about  two  years  ago,  he 
made  W.  C.  Perry  active  vice-president  of  the 
company  and'  went  to  Europe.  But  the  overwork 
had  already  broken  him  down.  He  came  back 
little  better  for  his  trip.  He  went  south  and  spent 
a  winter  at  New  Orleans,  but  he  could  not  re¬ 
cover  his  strength. 

In  a  few  years  he  had  accomplished  much,  but 
in  doing  it  he  wore  him-elf  out  and  for"  a  year 
or  more  his  health  has  been  .shattered  and  he 
has  not  been  able  to  attend  to  business. 


Coal  Club  at  Quincy. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  retail  coal  merchants  of 
Quincy,  111.,  held  last  Thursday  evening,  the 
Quincy  Coal  Club  was  organized  with  a  member¬ 
ship  which  comprises  the  eighteen  local  coal  mer¬ 
chants  in  that  city.  The"  secretary,  F.  E.  Lukens, 
and  board  member,  J.  E.  Gates,  of  the  Illinois 
and  Wisconsin  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association, 
were  asked  to  be  present  at  this  meeting  and  as¬ 
sisted  materially  in  forming  the  new  organization. 
The  Quincy  Coal  Club  is  organized  under  the 
rules  and  'by-laws  of  the  international  council 
of  coal  merchants,  and  is  for  the  mental  and 
moral  improvement  of  the  dealers  of  that  city. 
One  of  the  specific  lines  of  work  to  be  taken  up 
is  to  prohibit  short  weights  and  short  measures 
in  the  delivery  of  fuel  to  consumers.  The  or¬ 
ganization  will  see  to  it  that  legislation  is  ob¬ 
tained  providing  that  all  deliveries  shall  be  full 
weight  and  measure.  protective  bureau  as 
to  credits  will  also  be  one  of  the  features  of  the 
organization.  Chronic  deadbeats  will  be  elimi¬ 
nated  so  far  as  possible  by  keeping  a  check  on 
them,  and  this  information  will  be  available  to 
every  coal  merchant  in  the  city. 

It  is  proposed  to  hold  meetings  of  the  new 
organization  once  a  week,  at  which  time  a  dinner 
will  be  given  at  one  of  the  local  clubs.  W.  T. 
Sprague,  a  well-known  dealer  of  Quincy,  _  was 
elected  president,  and  an  executive  committee, 
which  will  have  jurisdiction  over  the  affairs  of 
the  club,  was  named,  consisting  of  W.  T. 
Sprague,  Mr.  Ebbert,  of  Ebbert  &  Shannon,  and 
Mr.  Cochran,  of  the  People’s  Coal  &  Mining  Co. 
The  organization  is  affiliated  with  the  Illinois 
and  Wisednsin  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association. 


Tonnage  at  Indianapolis. 

Coal  movement  at  Indianapolis  is  reported  in 
cars,  instead  of  tons,  no  distinction  being  made 
between  anthracite  and  bituminous.  Receipts  and 
shipments  for  July  during  three  years  are  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 


July —  1903-  ‘904.  1905- 

Cars.  Cars.  Cars. 

Receipts  .  3,598  2,830  2,190 

Shipments  .  214  185  137 


Total  receipts  and  shipments  up  to  August 
first  of  this  year  and  for  the  corresponding  period 
in  1904  and  1903  are  as  follows : 


To  August  I  1903.  1904-  1905. 

Cars.  Cars.  Cars. 

Receipts  . 33,408  23,341  21.053 

Shipments  .  1,545  1.440  1,497 


V 

The  Standard  Coal  Co.,  Peoria,  Ill.,  reports  that 
it  is  now  ready  to  open  its  new  coal  mine,  which 
is  located  in  the  vicinity  of  the  old  operation. 
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Well,  that  snow  storm  in  the  west  did  not  last  long,  but  then  there  may 
be  others. 

If  the  anthracite  operators  should  agree  to  an  eight-hour  day  in  the 
mines,  would  the  miners  agree  to  work  that  length  of  time?  They  do  not 
do  it  in  the  bituminous  mines. 

Samuel  Gompers  has  gone  on  record  as  opposed  to  municipal  ownership 
of  public  utilities.  Let’s  see,  didn’t  Gompers  advocate  the  national  owner¬ 
ship  of  the  anthracite  mines  a  few  years  ago?  What’s  the  difference? 

Out  in  Montana  they  speak  with  awe  of  the  weight  of  a  ton  of  coal. 
One  newspaper,  commenting,  says ;  “There  is  a  tradition  that  a  ton  of  coal 
is  composed  of  2,000  pounds.”  If  it  is  a  tradition  only  it  should  be  revived. 

“Operators  and  miners  both  agree  that  there  will  be  a  labor  struggle  in 
the  coal  regions  next  spring,  or  earlier,  which  will  dwarf  all  previous  disas¬ 
ters  of  that  kind,”  says  the  World-Herald,  of  Omaha.  The  operators  agree 


to  nothing  of  the  kind.  Every  statement  they  have  made  has  been  for  peace. 
And  we  have  not  yet  heard  of  any  miners  who  agreed  there  was  going  to  be 
trouble.  Why  not  stick  to  the  truth  once  in  a  while  when  discussing  coal 
matters? 

A  newspaper  down  in  New  York  refers  to  coal  men  as  "coal  magnotes.” 

It  sounds  musical  all  right  enough,  particularly  the  “notes”  part  of  it,  but  as 
a  matter  of  fact  the  notes  coal  men.  deal  in  most  are  those  which  they  give 
to  the  other  fellow. 

The  Labor  Outlook, 

'J'he  Black  Diamond  continues  to  receive  many  inquiries  from  its  retail 
readers  asking  as  to  the  advisability  of  stocking  coal  in  anticipation  of  a 
strike,  or  whether  there  will  be  a  strike.  No  one  can  answer  these  questions 
intelligently  at  this  time.  There  have  been  no  further  developments  in  the 
anthracite  region,  and  there  are  not  likely  to  be  any  during  the  next  thirty 
days.  The  convention  of  miners  at  which  this  matter  will  be  considered  will 
be  held  on  December  tenth,  at  which  time  the  situation  may  take  on  a  different 
appearance.  John  Mitchell,  president  of  the  miners’  organization,  for  the 
time  being  has  discontinued  his  campaign  for  new  members  in  the  producing 
region,  having  completely  swung  around  the  circle.  As  a  consequence  of  the 
conclusion  of  this  campaign,  there  is  less  being  said  about  the  outlook  as  to 
labor  difficulties  than  there  was  a  few  weeks  ago.  In  all  probability  the  matter 
will  remain  unchanged  until  after  the  meeting  of  the  anthracite  miners. 

In  the  bituminous  fields,  now  and  then,  some  radical  operator  or  miner 
makes  a  statement  that  there  will  or  will  not  be  a  strike  at  the  expiration  of 
the-  present  contract.  There  is  no  basis  for  either  assertion.  This  matter 
will  not  come  up  for  adjudication  before  the  middle  or  latter  part  of  Jan¬ 
uary,  and  until  the  joint  meeting  of  operators  and  miners  is  held  at  Indian¬ 
apolis  there  is  no  one  who  can  answer  the  question  as  to  what  the  future 
holds  in  store  in  the  matter  of  continuing  the  joint  wage  agreement.  Pos¬ 
sibly  the  position  of  coal  may  be  so  well  defined  during  the  next  three  or 
four  months  that  there  will  be  no  trouble  whatever  in  settling  the  bituminous 
wage  scale  satisfactorily  to  all  interests. 

There  are  no  new  features  to  the  labor  situation  at  present.  Buyers  of 
coal  should  keep  in  touch  with  conditions,  but  they  are  not  warranted  at  this 
time  in  asserting  there  will  be  a  strike  next  April  in  either  the  anthracite  or 
the  bituminous  mines. 

Child  Labor  Legislation  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  courts  of  Pennsylvania  have  rendered  a  decision  with  reference  to 
the  child  labor  law,  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  which  is 
sweeping  in  its  character,  and  which  is  considered  as  having  a  bearing  on  the 
general  miners’  certificate  law  of  that  state,  which  requires  that  all  mine  work¬ 
ers  rhall  obtain  certificates  before  they  will  be  permitted  to  work  in  a  coal 
mine.  The  child  labor  law  provided  that  all  minors  under  twenty-one  years 
of  age  working  in  the  coal  operations  shall  be  able  to  read  and  write  the 
English  language,  and  that  they  can  only  work  after  a  certificate  has  .been 
issued  to  them  by  the  superintendent  of  schools.  A  test  case  was  brought 
before  Judge  Wheaton  at  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  involving  three  points  under 
the  law.  The  main  question  was  as  to  the  constitutionality  of  the  act. 

The  court,  after  hearing  the  evidence,  decided  that  the  act  in  part  was  a 
violation  of  the  fourteenth  amendment  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States.  In  this  connection  the  court  said :  “That  clause  of  the  fourteenth 
amendment  which  ordains  that  no  state  shall  deny  to  any  person  within  i  s 
jurisdiction  the  equal  protection  of  its  laws  undoubtedly  prohibits  partial 
legislation  by  any  discrimination  in  favor  of  particular  persons  as  against 
others  in  like  condition. 

“For  the  reasons  stated  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  so  much  of  the  act 
that  requires  the  furnishing  of  employment  certificates  and  as  provides  a 
method  for  obtaining  the  same,  and  imposes  duties  as  to  their  issuance,  and 
fines  and  penalties  for  employing  those  who  shall  not  have  procured  them,  is 
violative  of  the  fourteenth  amendment,  and  is  unconstitutional  and  void. 

If  the  court  placed  this  construction  upon  the  child  labor  law,  similar  in 
its  purport  to  the  general  miners’  certificate  law  of  the  state,  it  is  reasonable 
to’  conclude  that  the  latter  is  violative  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  in  the  same  re.'pcct.  Miners  from  the  bituminous  coal  producing 
states,  who  have  served  their  apprenticeship  and  who  have  attained  profi¬ 
ciency,  are  barred  from  working  in  the  anthracite  collieries  of  Pennsj.\ania 
under  the  present  general  certificate  law.  If  this  is  true,  it  follows  tnat  their 
rights  as  citizens  of  the  United  States  are  being  infringed  upon,  and  that  part 
of  the  privileges  and  rights  of  citizenship  as  miners  are  withheld.  A  case  is 
pending  in  which  this  point  will  be  passed  upon  by  the  courts  of  Pennsylva¬ 
nia.  We  can  not  see  how  the  decision  in  that  case  will  be  any  different  from 
the  one  recently  rendered  by  Judge  Wheaton. 
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Coal  Co.  Purchased  by  Lehigh  Valley  Interests. 


One  of  the  most  important  deals  in  the  an¬ 
thracite  region  in  a  number  of  years  was  con¬ 
summated  last  Friday  when  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Coal  Co.  directorate  concluded  the  purchase  of 
all  the  property  and  interests  af  Coxe  Bros.  & 
Co.,  Iric.,  in  the  anthracite  region,  together  with 
the  Delaware,  Susquehanna  &  Schuylkill  railroad, 
allied  water  companies,  the  business,  floating 
property  in  New  York  harbor,  docks  at  Milwau¬ 
kee  and  Duluth  and  business  at  Chicago. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Lehigh  Valley  Co. 
will  issue  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $19,000,000,  of 
which  $12,000,000  will  be  taken  by  Coxe  Bros. 
&  Co.,  Inc.,  in  lieu  of  cash  in  payment  for  the 
property.  The  deal  will  be  financed  in  Philadel¬ 
phia  and  the  bonds  will  be  redeemed  beginning 
in  1907. 

The  deal  is  an  important  one,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  were  the  largest 
“private”  interest  in  the  anthracite  region  and 
have  an  annual  production  considerably  in  excess 
of  1,000,000  tons  of  anthracite  coal.  A  large 
part  of  this  tonnage  was  sold  in  the  west  and  in 
the  Dominion  of  Canada.  Official  notice  of  the 
action  on  the  part  of  the  directorate  of  the  Le¬ 
high  Valley  Co.  is  as  follows : 

Official  Notice  of  Purchase. 

“The  board  of  directors  of  the  Lehigh  Valley 
railroad,  at  a  special  meeting  held  this  day  at 
the  office  of  the  company  in  Philadelphia,  author¬ 
ized  and  confirmed  the  purchase  of  the  entire 
capital  stock  of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  the  Dela¬ 
ware,  Susquehanna  &  Schuylkill_  railroad  and  the 
allied  water  companies,  the  Drifton  Water  Co., 
Beaver  Meadow  Water  Co.,  Tomhicken  Water 
Co.  and  Oneida  Water  Co. 

“The  purchase  of  these  stocks  carries  with  it 
the  ownership  of  all  the  collieries  and  mine 
properties  of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  including 
over  1,100  miners’  houses,  all  the  real  estate  of 
that  company  in  Chicago  and  Milwaukee  and  the 
floating  equipment  in  New  York  harbor,  as  well 
as  the  railroad  of  the  Delaware,  Susquehanna 
&  Schuylkill  Co.,  with  a  total  mileage  of  seventy- 
six  and  fifty-one  one-hundredths  miles,  together 
with  the  shops  and  equipment  of  twenty-three 
locomotives,  approximately  2,100  coal  cars,  pas¬ 
senger  coaches  and  work  cars. 

“The  companies  were  purchased  as  a  going  con¬ 
cern,  including  coal  mined  and  on  hand,  together 
■  with  all  railroad  and  mine  supplies.  All  of  these 
'  properties  are  free  and  clear  of  any  mortgages  or 
encumbrances  whatever. 

.  “The  consideration  to  be  paid  for  the  proper- 
I  ties  in  question  is  to  be  provided  for  by  an  issue 
f  of  collateral  trust  bonds  to  be  secured  by  pledge 
of  the  stocks  of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  and  the 
Delaware,  Susquehanna  &  Schuylkill  railroad. 

■ '  A  portion  of  these  bonds  will  be  retired  annually, 
commencing  with  1907. 

“The  Lehigh  Valley  interests  will  enter  into 
possession  of  the  properties  November  first,  1905. 

I  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  are  the  largest  indi- 
k.  vldual  operators  in  the  anthracite  field,  their  an- 
nual  capacity  exceeding  2,000,000  tons,  which  will 
hereafter  add  that  much  to  the  output  of  the  Le- 
.  high  Valley. Coal  Co.  and  insure  to  the  Lehigh 
Valley  railroad  the  haul  on  thfs  tonnage.  As  a 
'  result  of  the  consolidation  of  the  management  of 
the  newly  acquired  properties  with  those  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley,  many  economies  will  be  accom¬ 
plished,  thereby  reducing  the  operating  ex¬ 
penses.” 

r  The  Alleged  Purchase  Price. 

'  Details  as  to  the  amount  paid  for  the  proper¬ 
ties  are  lacking,  but  it  is  reported  that  the  deal 
involved  a  cash  payment  of  $6,400,000  to  Coxe 
r  Bros.  &  Co.,  the  payment  of  $600,000  for  new 
•  freight  cars  which  the  Delaware,  Susquehanna  & 

■  Schuylkill  railroad  had  ordered,  and  $12,000,000 
in  bonds.  This  means  that  practically  the  entire 
bond  issue  of  $19,000,000  will  be  utilized  in  tak¬ 
ing  over  the  properties  of  the  Coxe  interests. 
Definite  information  as  to  whether  the  purchase 
T  of  the  properties  carries  with  it  the  surplus  of 
jJ*.  $2,886,000  now  in  the  treasury  of  Coxe  Bros.  & 
Co.,  Inc.,  seems  to  be  lacking.  The  bond  issue 
which  will  be  utilized  in  the  purchase  of  these 
'V  properties  will  bear  interest  at  four  per  cent.  The 
interest  charges  on  the  bond  issue  will  amount  to 


$720,000  annually.  Last  year  the  net  earnings  of 
Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  including  the  net  from  the 
Delaware,  Susquehanna  &  Schuylkill  railroad, 
amounted  to  $830,221,  so  that  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Co.  will  receive  a  return  of  $110,000  over  and 
above  the  fixed  charge  of  carrying  the  properties, 
even  though  no  economies  result  from  the  change 
in  ownership.  It  is  felt,  however,  that  important 
economies  will  result  from  the  merger  and  that 
the  deal  will  show  a  larger  prdfit  for  the  .Le¬ 
high  Valley  interests  than  is  indicated  at  this 
time. 

If  the  Lehigh  Valley  secures  the  benefit  of  the 
surplus  in  the  treasury  of  Coxe  Bros.  8z  Co., 
Inc.,  the  interest  charges  will  be  reduced,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  purchase  price  practically  will 
amount  to  a  few  hundred  thousand  dollars  more 
than  $15,000,000.  If  this  surplus  is  included  it 
will  reduce  the  annual  interest  charges  about 
$100,000,  making  the  net  profit  to  the  Lehigh 
Valley  that  much  greater,  providing,  of  course, 
the  cost  of  operating  continues  as  at  present.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  owing  to  the  more  extensive 
properties  managed  and  economies  that  will  re¬ 
sult  in  almost  every  department  of  the  business, 
it  is  anticipated  the  profits  of  the  company  can 
be  considerably  increased  over  those  in  the  past. 

The  Properties  Taken  Over. 


Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  owned  6,822  acres  of 
•  surface  and  coal  outright  and  controlled  486 
acres,  making  its  total  acreage  7,308.  It  is  esti¬ 
mated  that  this  property  contains  65,000,000  tons 
of  anthracite  and  that  under  the  new  ownership 
it  will  require  twenty  years  to  work  it  out.  This 
would  mean  an  annual  production  of  about  2,000,- 
000  tons.  The  production  of  anthracite  by  the 
company  in  1904  was  1,022,000  tons.  The  col¬ 
lieries  of  the  company  are  located  in  three  coun¬ 
ties  in  Pennsylvania  and  are  as  follows : 

CARBON  COUNTY. 

Beaver,  Meadpw. 

LUZERNE  COUNTY. 


Derringer, 

Eckley, 

Tomhicken, 


Drifton  Nos.  1  and  2, 
Gowen, 

Stockton. 


.  SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY. 

Oneida. 

No  announcement  has  been  made  as  to  details 
connected  with  the  merging  of  these  interests, 
so  far  as  the  sales  force  and  other  departments 
of  the  business  are  concerned.  Western  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  two  companies  are  in  New 
York  this  week  in  connection  with  the  matter. 
If  it  is.  finally  determined  to  merge  the  sales 
and  accounting  forces  of  the  two  companies,  an¬ 
nouncement  will  be  made  later. 

Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  constitute  one  of  the 
oldest  producing  companies  in  the  anthracite  re¬ 
gion.  The  ownership  at  present  is  vested  in  the 


third  generation  of  the  family.  The  general 
western  office  of  the  company  was  opened  in 
Chicago  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighties  and  has 
been  in  charge  of  Mr.  Merry  weather  as  general 
western  agent  continuously  ever  since,  Mr.  Mer- 
ryweather  having  witnessed,  during  that  period, 
a  remarkable  increase  in  the  demand  for  anthra¬ 
cite  in  this  territory. 

Largest  Anthracite  Deal  Since  1901. 

The  sale  of  this  property  is  the  largest  in  the 
anthracite  region  since  1901,  when  J.  P.  Morgan 
&  Co.  conducted  the  negotiations  and  financed 
the  purchase  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  by 
the  Erie  railroad  for  a  consideration  which,  it  is 
claimed,  approximately  was  $27,500,000.  This 
deal  approaches  in  magnitude  the  one  made  four 
years  ago. 

The  Lehigh  Valley  railroad,  through  this  pur¬ 
chase,  will  be  strongly  intrenched,  both  as  a  coal¬ 
carrying  road  and  as  an  anthracite-producing 
company.  It  is  understood  the  Coxe  interests  ac¬ 
cepted  the  offer  for  the  reason,  it  is  claimed, 
that  they  were  tired  of  managing  the  properties. 
Two  members  of  the  Coxe  family  have  been  on 
the  directorate  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  railroad, 
and  there  always  have  been  close  relations  be¬ 
tween  the  two  interests. 


Council  to  Meet  Here. 

Secretary  W.  M.  Bertolet,  of  Reading,  Pa.,  has 
issued  a  call  for  a  general  meeting  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Council  of  Coal  Merchants,  to  be  held 
at  the  Great  Northern  hotel,  Chicago,  Thursday, 
October  twenty-sixth.  It  is  expected  that  this 
meeting  will  be  the  largest  in  point  of  attendance 
ever  held  at  which  the  retail  coal  merchants  of 
the  whole  country  will  be  represented.  There 
are  twenty-three  state  and  local  associations  now 
represented  in  the  international  council.  Each 
of  these  has  been  asked  to  send  delegates  of 
from  four  to  twelve  members  to  attend  the  Bacon 
convention  to  be  held  at  the  Auditorium  hotel 
in  Chicago  next  week,  at  which  rate  regulation 
will  be  considered. 

Delegates  will  be  present  at  this  convention  from 
every  part  of  the  United  States,  and  as  the  time 
was  opportune  it  was  decided  to  hold  a  general 
meeting  of  the  international  council  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  this  convention,  to  finish  up  the  business 
of  the  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  meeting. 

The  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  Retail  Coal  Deal¬ 
ers’  Association  already  has  elected  its  delegates 
to  the  Bacon  meeting  and  to  the  international 
council  meeting,  as  follows :  J.  Waldo  Thomp¬ 
son,  president;  F.  E.  Lukens.  secretary:  F. 
Mosher,  J.  E.  Gates,  R.  S.  Wilbur  and  D.  O. 
Stern.  Two  additional  delegates  will  also  be 
elected  by  this  association  under  the  quota  al¬ 
lotted  as  to  membership. 


Coal  Mined  In  Ohio  For  8  Months. 


A  general  idea  of  the  coal  production  in  Ohio 
this  year  can  be  obtained  from  the  table  of  sta¬ 
tistics  of  shipments  published  by  the  bureau  of 
statistics  of  the  department  of  commerce  and 
labor  at  Washington  for  the  eight  months  end¬ 
ing  September  first.  These  figures  show  that 
Hocking  coal  originating  on  the  two  carrying 
roads  out  of  that  region  aggregated  3,157,873 


tons  for  eight  months  this  year,  as  against  3,646,- 
986  tons  for  the  same  period  in  1904,  a  decrease 
of  489,113  tons,  due,  no  doubt,  to  the  dullness  in 
demand  during  midsummer.  The  total  ship¬ 
ments  of  coal  from  Ohio,  however,  were  619,815 
tons  greater  this  year  than  last  for  the  eight- 
months  period.  The  table  shows  these  figures 
by  months  in  detail : 


STATE.MEXT  OF  BITUMINOUS  COAL  MlNED  IN  OmO  AND  SniPPED  OVER  RAILROADS  SPECIFIED,  1904  AND  1906 
[Compiled  from  feports  of  Ohio  Coal  Traffic  Association,  Columbus,  Ohio.] 


RAILROADS. 

MAY— 

JUNE— 

JCLV— 

At'OeST— 

BIGHT  MOMTlia— 

im 

1905 

1904 

1005 

1904 

1905 

1901 

1905 

1904 

1905 

Hocking  Valley . 

Toledo  and  Ohio  Central . . .  . . 

BHllimore  and  Ohio . . 

Wheeling  and  Lake  Erie . 

Cleveland,  Lorain  and  Wheeling . 

Zanesville  and  Western . 

Toledo  Division,  Pennsylvania  Company. 
Lake  Eric,  Alliance  and  Wheeling . 

ToUI . 

tons. 
222, 08J 
123, 652 
109. 497 
86.008 
48,382 
32,592 
137,903 

AVf  ton*. 
266, 967 
107,886 
179,925 
207, 748 
166, 843 
40,921 
101,302 
48,930 

Nrt  tons. 
329,629 
202,875 
150,024 
192,451 
100,363 
49.938 
148, 772 
34,323 

Ifet  tons. 
285, 136 
132, 699 
166,807 
204,244 
170,208 
60,789 
127,395 
54,969 

li’et  Ions. 
370.410 
224,039 
141,978 
145,303 
139,506 
94,529 
142,960 
32,040 

A*el  tons. 
294.976 
114,526 
163. 745 
189.576 
)81.615 
60.012 
128.395 
56.277 

Set  tons. 
431,604 
220.225 
141,409 
206. V59 
1S6.S51 

1  95,2^ 

1.S4. 
51.306 

Jfrt  tons. 
874.604 
IAS.  ASM 
164.660 
238. 16’< 
190. 399 
1.'«,,876 
14fi.  I.’l 
A4.365 

y<t  tons. 

2.413.969 

1.283,017 

l.OiS- - 

l.<4X).4l  * 
.VH».  4»*- 
1.19^.  ir? 
117,668 

yst  tons. 

2  206,948 
VM.yiS 
1.411138 

1.3.*7  .-22 

S'l'.  v 
t.lt.i 

4*  5  .V4 

755.  U6 

1,120,622 

1,208,375 

1,202,247 

1  1,290,764  1  1,179,122 

'  1,486,907 

, 

1,475,  441 

1  9,011.948 

9,CA1.6« 
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Western  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


Jesse  H.  Sanford,  general  manager  of  the  I'-iii- 
pire  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Bellairc,  Ohio,  was  in  Chi¬ 
cago  during  the  week  on  a  business  trip. 

G.  Woodward,  western  manager  of  the 
Kanawha  h'uel  Co.,  Marquette  huilding,  Chicago, 
has  returned  from  an  eastern  business  trip. 

Nathaniel  J.  Scott,  president  of  the  Scott  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  Ellsworth  building.  Chicago,  is  at 
Memphis,  d'enn.,  this  week,  on  a  business  trip. 

George  Merry  weather,  general  western  agent 
of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  the  Rookery,  Chicago, 
is  in  New  York  city  tin's  week  on  a  business 
trip. 

E.  M.  Platt,  western  sales  agent  of  the  Lc- 
hieh  'Valley  Coal  Co.,  Western  Union  building, 
Chicago,  is  in  New  York  and  Buffalo  this  week 
on  business. 

W.  M.  Sanford,  of  the  Sanford  &  Zartman 
I. umber  Co.,  Freeport,  Ill.,  passed  through  Chi¬ 
cago  this  week  on  his  way  to  Kansas,  where  he 
will  take  a  brief  vacation  of  a  week  or  longer. 

J.  II.  M.  Claggelt,  resident  manager  of  the 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  Old 
Colony  building,  Chicago,  accompanied  by  Mrs. 
Claggett,  is  in  Maryland  this  week  enjoying  his 
annual  vacation. 

R.  B.  Whitsett,  president  of  the  R.  B.  Whit- 
sett  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Ellsworth  building,  Chi¬ 
cago,  left  for  Middlesboro,  Ky.,  the  latter  part 
of  the  week  on  a  business  trip,  and  may  remain 
there  most  of  the  winter. 

Governor  Deneen  of  Illinois  has  appointed  J. 
D.  Peters  labor  commissioner  to  succeed  Col. 
Randolph  Smith  of  Flora,  Ill.  Mr.  Peters  is  a 
resident  of  Carbondale,  Ill.,  and  is  manager  of 
the  Chicago  &  Carbondale  Coal  Co. 

The  Midland  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
under  the  laws  of  Delaware  with  headquarters 
at  Chicago  to  acquire  coal  mines  and  to  develop 
coal  properties.  The  capital  stock  is  $750,000,  but 
the  names  of  the  incorporators  are  not  given.  It 
is  supposed  to  be  a  small  merger  of  western 
mines. 

E.  M.  Poston,  president  of  the  New  York  Coal 
Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio,  was  in  Chicago  the  early 
part  of  the  week.  Mr.  Poston  reports  that  the 
car  supply  in  the  Flocking  'Valley  region,  where 
his  mines  are  located,  is  the  worst  in  a  number 
of  years  and  business  is  being  seriously  inter¬ 
fered  with  as  a  consequence. 

The  Ingersoll-Sergeant  Drill  Co.  -has  issued  a 
booklet  devoted  to  “Stone  Working  Tools,”  which 
describes  "these  appliances  very  carefully  and  fur¬ 
nishes  much  additional  information.  This  cata¬ 
logue  is  handsomely  printed  and  contains  a  num¬ 
ber  of  fine  half  tone  illustrations.  It  will  be  sent 
upon  application  to  any  of  the  offices  of  the  com¬ 
pany. 

T^ie  Crescent  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Plymouth 
building,  Chicago,  has  issued  a  very  handsome 
and  practical  memorandum  tablet  which  it  is 
distributing  among  its  friends  in  the  trade.  The 
tablet  is  enclosed  in  celluloid  covers  and  contains 
several  pages  on  which  memoranda  can  be  entered 
and  later  erased  after  it  has  been  made  use  of. 
The  covers  contain  a  list  of  the  many  coals  sold 
by  this  company. 

Plans  are  about  completed  for  the  new  dock 
which  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  will  construct  on 
the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  river  at  Point  Aux  Frene. 
The  dock  will  be  1,000  feet  in  length  and  will  have 
a  storage  capacity  of  35,000  tons  of  coal.  A  site 
consisting  of  100  acres  has  been  purchased  and 
the  improvement  will  represent  an  expepditure 
of  $100,000.  The  dock  will  be  completed  in  time 
for  service  next  season. 

Some  of  the  West  Virginia  shippers  of  coal 
anticipate  there  will  be  a  considerable  movement 
this  winter  to  the  Twin  Cities  and  northwest  by 
way  of  the  car  ferries  across  Lake  Michigan. 
Owing  to  the  withdrawal  of  freight  rates  on  the 
lake  haul  from  the  smokeless  and  the  splint  fields 
of  'West  Virginia  on  October  first,  the  season 
for  lake  movement  was  curtailed  about  two 
months  and  a  half.  It  is  claimed  that  the  total 
tonnage  of  splint  and  smokeless  coals  shipped 


to  lake  docks  this  year  was  less  than  for  several 
seasons,  and  this  shortage  will  have  to  be  made 
up  by  shipping  tlic  coal  rail  and  car  ferry.  Some 
smokeless  lumi)  and  egg  already  is  moving  by 
way  of  this  route. 

The  New  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio, 
has  issued  a  very  interesting  cartoon  entitled 
“Back  Again,”  showing  the  advent  of  King  Win¬ 
ter.  The  coal  dealer  is  seated  at  the  door  of  his 
office;  and  wears  an  expression  of  happy  delight, 
while  the  public  is  represented  as  under  the 
thumb  of  King  Winter.  The  cartoon  is  cleverly 
executed  and  incidentally  makes  mention  of  “The 
Heart  of  the  Flocking  District,”  which  is  the 
trademark  adopted  by  this  company. 

C.  J.  Devlin,  the  Kansas  operator  who  has  been 
in  Europe  for  the  past  two  months,  or  since  a 
short  time  after  his  financial  difficulties  occurred, 
sailed  for  this  country  on  October  fourteenth  and 
will  reach  his  home  at  Topeka  some  time  next 
week.  It  is  claimed  that  Mr.  Devlin  is  much  im¬ 
proved  in  health  as  a  result  of  his  sojourn  abroad, 
and  that  upon  his  return  he  will  immediately  take 
up  the  work  of  straightening  out  the  affairs  of 
the  various  companies  in  which  he  was  inter¬ 
ested  prior  to  the  trouble. 

F'reight  rates  on  the  Vandalia  line  to  Terre 
Haute,  Ind.,  have  been  slightly  reduced.  The  old 
rate  from  West  Terre  Haute,  Seelevville,  Rose- 
dale  and  Jessup  to  that  city  was  thirty  cents  a 
ton,  but  the  new  rate  is  only  twenty  cents  a  ton. 
The  shipper  or  consignee  must  pay  an  extra 
charge  of  $1.50  a  car,  hoVever,  where  cars  are 
switched  to  other  roads.  These  new  rates  apply 
to  steam  coal  only,  the  old  ones  continuing  on 
the  domestic  product.  The  other  roads  will  make 
no  change  in  their  freight  rates  on  coal  in  this 
territory,  it  is  claimed. 

John  Stuart,  an  aged  banker  and  for  many 
years  a  coal  operator  at  La  Salle,  Ill.,  died  re¬ 
cently  in  that  city  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years. 
Mr.  Stuart  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1826  and  went 
to  La  Salle  when  twenty-one  years  of  age,  being 
one  of  the  pioneer  residents.  In  1872,  with  others, 
he  organized  the  Union  Coal  Co.,  and  sunk  the 
l^nion  shaft,  which  is  now  owned  by  the  La  Salle 
County  Carbon  Coal  Co.,  continuing  as  treasurer 
of  this  company  till  1894,  when  he  sold  out  his 
interests  to  the  present  owners.  During  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  career  he  was  engaged  actively  in 
the  banking  business. 

W.  A.  Perrine,  manager  of  the  Watson  Coal 
Co.,  Herrin,  III,  was  in  Chicago  during  the  week 
on  a  business  trip.  Mr.  Perrine  is  also  interested 
in  the  company  which  is  developing  the  Hemlock 
mine,  a  short  distance  outside  of  Herrin,  in  the 
Carterville  district.  The  opening  is  ready  and 
the  mine  will  begin  hoisting  coal  as  soon  as  the 
railroad  completes  a  switch  to  the  property.  It 
is  expected  that  the  railroad  will  complete  its 
share  of  the  work  within  a  short  time  and  that 
a  considerable  tonnage  of  coal  can  be  produced 
during  November.  It  is  planned  that  the  Hem¬ 
lock  property  shall  be  one  of  the  largest  pro¬ 
ducers  in  tke  Carterville  district.  It  will  have  a 
capacity  of  1,500  tons  in  an  eight-hour  day. 
Modern  machinery  has  been  installed  at  the 
operation. 

It  is  reported  from  Oeveland,  Ohio,  that  ves¬ 
sels  for  lake  tonnage  to  dock  points  in  the  north¬ 
west  are  not  offering  as  freely  as  they  were. 
Vessel  masters  in  the  grain  trade  are  obtaining 
high  rates  on  east-bound  business,  and  in  many 
instances  where  cargoes  have  been  chartered  they 
are  returning  to  upper  lake  ports  light  in  order 
to  make  quicker  time  and  thus  increase  the  vol¬ 
ume  of  their  east-bound  business.  Coal  shippers, 
on  the  other  hand,  are  expressing  no  concern 
over  the  situation.  The  tonnage  of  bituminous 
product  moved  up  the  lake  is  sufficient  to  meet 
their  present  contracts,  and  many  of  the  docks 
are  so  heavily  loaded  there  is  no  storage  space 
available  for  additional  coal.  Sufficient  vessels  are 
offering  at  the  same  rates  as  prevailed  early  in 
the  season  to  take  care  of  all  the  coal  which  it 
is  desired  to  move  at  present. 

For  the  first  time  in  a  number  of  years  the 
anthracite  shipping  companies  are  using  gondola 
cars  for  the  purpose  of  making  shipments  from 


the  collieries  to  western  points  all-rail.  The  use 
of  this  equipment  became  necessary  as  a  result 
of  the  shortage  of  box  cars,  which  usually  are 
employed  in  this  service.  The  railroads  are 
short  of  box  cars  as  a  result  of  the  very  heavy 
grain  movement  from  lake  discharging  ports  to 
tide  and  the  increased  demands  in  the  move¬ 
ment  of  perishable  and  package  freight  east- 
bound.  Open  cars  were  first  pressed  into  service 
and  now  a  large  number  of  gondolas  are  coming 
westward.  The  latter  are  acceptable  to  some 
consignees,  and  wherever  a  buyer  can  use  them 
and  is  in  urgent  need  of  coal  he  is  being  asked 
to  accept  this  class  of  equipment.  The  use  of 
gondolas  is  strong  evidence  of  the  increasing 
shortage  of  equipment  in  the  east.  There  is  a 
feeling  on  the  part  of  eastern  railroad  officials 
that  the  worst  part  of  the  car  shortage  has  not 
yet  been  reached  and  that  the  situation  will  be 
a  source  of  many  delays  and  loss  to  western  buy¬ 
ers  who  have  not  taken  in  sufficient  tonnage  to 
last  them  during  the  next  thirty  to  sixty  days. 

Traveling  coal  salesmen  to  the  number  of  fifty 
or  more  held  a  meeting  last  Saturday  at  the 
Great  Northern  hotel  in  Chicago  for  the  purpose 
of  forming  an  organization  for  social  and  mutual 
advancement  similar  to  the  Hoo  Hoos  in  the 
lumber  trade  and  other  organizations  in  different 
branches  of  business.  The  initiative  was  taken 
in  forming  the  organization  by  traveling  sales¬ 
men,  but  nearly  every  one  identified  with  coal  in 
any  manner  will  be  eligible  to  membership.  A 
ritual  has  been  adopted  providing  for  the  initia¬ 
tion  of  those  who  become  identified  with  the 
order,  and  there  will  be  the  usual  pass-words  and 
grips  connected  with  a  fraternal  organization. 
The  organization  will  go  on  record  for  a  square 
deal  and  against  knocking,  the  latter  being  quite 
prevalent  in  the  coal  trade  in  some  quarters.  The 
following  officers  of  the  organization,  which  is 
known  as  the  Order  of  Ko-Koal,  have  been 
elected:  Modoc,  George  M.  Barclay;  Baron, 
Frank  H.  Collins;  Baroenal,  H.  B.  Du  Puy;  Bar¬ 
onet,  C.  G.  Lemmon ;  Pictor,  Arthur  M.  Hull ; 
Mazumer,  A.  F.  Boos;  Gazook,  L.  Romanski : 
Pitboss.  Sam  M.  Stanley;  Acohte,  A.  B.  Lem¬ 
mon  ;  Spotta,  J.  A.  Eggenberger ;  Swatta,  C.  R. 
Shabino.  It  is  hoped  to  increase  the  membership 
of  the  organization  very  rapidly. 

A  party  of  Chicago  coal  men  had  a  thrilling 
experience  last  Saturday  at  the  Belmont  golf 
grounds  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city.  The  party 
consisted  of  C.  W.  Gilmore,  vice-president  of  the 
Crescent  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  and  Mrs.  Gilmore; 
H.  E.  Bell,  of  Bell  &  Zoller,  and  Mrs.  Bell ;  G.  H. 
Conn,  sales  manager  for  the  Crescent  Coal  &  Min¬ 
ing  Co.,  and  Mrs.  Conn,  and  J.  S.  Peironnet, 
general  sales  agent  of  the  Peabody  Coal  Co., 
and  Mrs.  Peironnet.  The  men  of  the  party 
were  playing  a  foursop,ie  and  were  tied  to  the 
last  hole,  when  they  heard  a  great  shout  at  the 
clubhouse  where  the  ladies  were  enjoying  them¬ 
selves.  Hastening  to  the  clubhouse,  they  dis¬ 
covered  that  the  alarm  of  fire  had  been  sounded 
and  that  a  farmhouse  belonging  to  a  widow,  a 
short  distance  from  the  golf  grounds,  was  in 
flames.  They  were  the  only  men  in  sight  and 
they  hastily  organized  a  volunteer  fire  department. 
Gilmore  was  honored  with  the  position  of  fire 
marshal  and  began  operations  by  directing  that 
the  windows  be  removed  to  a  place  of  safety. 
Peironnet  and  Conn  were  the  bucket  brigade, 
while  Bell  mounted  to  the  top  of  the  structure 
and  began  tearing  down  the  chimney  to  save  the 
bricks.  All  in  all,  there  was  much  exciternent 
until  the  flames'  were  subdued.  The  only  serious 
accident  qccurred  to  G.  H.  Conn,  who  sprained 
his  ankle.  This  makes  twice  that  Gilmore  and 
Peironnet  have  had  excitement  on  trips  to  the 
Belmont  golf  club.  When  they  are  headed  in 
that  direction  in  the  future  it  will  be  a  safe  guess 
that  something  will  happen. 

V 

All  the  authority  and  jurisdiction  in  the  bank¬ 
ruptcy  proceedings  against  C.  J.  Devlin,  Topeka, 
Kas.,  will  be  certified  to  in  the  United  States 
district  court  at  Topeka,  Kas.  This  will  be  done 
in  order  to  avoid  any  conflict  of  court  authority  in 
the  matter. 
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Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East 


Office  of  T he  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  19. 

The  anthracite  market  maintains  a  steady  tone 
and  the  demand  from  the  trade  is  of  sufficient 
proportions  to  keep  the  tonnage  shipped  from  the 
collieries  moving  off  to  the  various  consuming 
'districts  without  any  accumulation  of  stock  wor¬ 
thy  of  note.  The  continued  mild  weather  which 
has  been  so  general  throughout  the  east  during 
several  weeks  past,  is  resulting  in  a  less  active 
market  At  retail  in  certain  quarters,  affecting  to 
a  certain  extent  the  number  of  orders  available 
from  these  sources  for  shipments  at  present.  The 
advance  of  the  season,  however,  to  a  point  where 
requirements  are  more  general,  regardless  of  local 
conditions,  is  prominently  in  evidence  at  this  time 
and  is  developing  a  demand  for  current  shipments 
on  the  different  sizes  that  is  likely  to  require  an 
increased  supply  of  coal.  This  is  affecting  the 
steam  grades  more  perceptibly  than  domestic 
coals,  yet  the  latter  show  a  considerable  tonnage, 
which  with  any  change  as  to  weather  or  a  further 
restriction  in  the  supply  of  cars,  would  make 
the  situation  acute. 

Even  pea  coal,  the  size  that  generally  has  been 
the  least  active  in  past  years,  which  has  shown 
heavy  accumulations  during  the  summer  and  early 
fall,  is  in  good  demand  at  this  time  with  most 
shippers,  and  in  some  instances  the  latter  are 
short  of  the  freshly  mined  product,  necessitating 
the  picking  up  of  stocks,  which  is  not  always  pos¬ 
sible  with  transportation  as  bad  as  at  present. 

Fine  Steam  Coals  Strong. 

The  finer  grades  are  also  reported  quite  strong. 
There  is  apparently  no  excess  of  buckwheat  in 
the  shipments  from  the  mines,  while  rice  and  bar¬ 
ley  are  in  short  supply.  Many  of  the  producing 
interests  are  experiencing  difficulty  in  furnishing 
the  tonnage  of  these  coals  called  for,  and  are  re¬ 
suming  operations  at  washeries  that  were  idle  the 
latter  part  of  the  summer,  preferring  to  do  this 
in  anticipation  of  a  possible  greater  stringency 
later  on  than  to  pick  up  any  surplus  supplies  that 
may  be  in  storage  at  present.  The  distribution 
of  the  product  is  moving  forward  in  regular  chan¬ 
nels  with  but  little  interruption,  though  the  main 
line  roads  are  taxed  to  their  utmost  by  the  greatly 
increased  traffic  now  offering  from  all  sources, 
which  is  particularly  heavy  from  the  west,  making 
deliveries  already  slow  to  distant  points  and  on 


business  consigned  to  foreign  roads.  In  some  in¬ 
stances  the  movement  is  being  curtailed  by  partial 
embargoes  having  been  placed  upon  it  so  that 
available  car  equipment  can  be  utilized  to  better 
advantage.  Considerable  business  is  still  in  hand 
for  shipment  to  western  Canadian  points,  which 
is  receiving  attention  now  in  proportion  to  the 
available  car  supply  at  the  collieries  and  the 
urgency  of  the  demand  from  th§  nearby  trade. 
Should  the  completion  of  orders  to  distant  points 
be  delayed  by  any  interruption  to  transportation, 
difficulty  may  be  experienced  in  getting  the  de¬ 
sired  shipments  forward  in  time  to  meet  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  the  buyers.  The  far  east,  while  not 
active  in  its  demand  for  coal,  is  in  a  quiet  way 
sending  in  a  good  many  orders.  This  is  notice¬ 
able  in  the  freer  movement  of  coal  from  tidewater 
loading  ports,  as  well  as  in  connection  with  the 
employment  of  the  full  barge  service.  The  sound 
ports  remain  fairly  busy,  taking  on  anthracite,  a 
large  proportion  of  which  is  being  reshipped  to 
inland  and  upstate  points.  In  the  aggregate  ton¬ 
nage  required  this  territory  is  more  of  a  factor 
than  heretofore. 

Demand  for  Bituminous  Strong. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  bituminous  coal  trade  is 
very  strong  and  the  question  at  the  moment  seems 
to  be  entirely  one  of  coal.  All  shippers  appar¬ 
ently  are  overwhelmed  with  orders  and  it  is  a 
matter  of  making  the  limited  tonnage  that  is 
reaching  the  hands  of  shippers  for  distribution 
go  as  far  as  possible.  As  is  usual,  when  the  pres¬ 
sure  for  coal  comes  from  all  points  and  the  car 
supply  fails,  a  shortage  in  production  is  reported 
from  all  the  various  fields.  The  railroads  are 
said  to  be  placing  heavy  orders  for  rolling  stock 
to  improve  the  supply  of  equipment,  but  practical 
results  from  such  orders  can  hardly  be  felt  this 
season  and  producers  will  have  to  be  satisfied 
with  facilities  which  are  available.  Active  efforts 
are  being  made  by  the  main  line  roads  to  help 
the  situation  as  much  as  possible  by  placing  em¬ 
bargoes  on  shipments  to  points  on  foreign  roads 
that  do  not  return  cars  promptly. 

A  feature  of  the  trade  is  the  great  shortage  of 
light  draft  vessels.  ^  The  reason  for  the  dearth  of 
this  class  of  craft  is  due  to  the  fact  that  during 
the  late  summer,  when  ocean  freights  were  very 
low  on  coal,  the  lumber  trade  offered  more  at¬ 
tractive  figures  and  diverted  this  class  of  vessels 
into  that  line  of  business.  In  this  branch  of  trade 


the  discharging  rules  call  for  only  25,000  feet  of 
lumber  per  day,  and  demurrage  does  not  com¬ 
mence  for  at  least  two  weeks,  so  that  it  is  not 
an  extraordinary  thing  to  take  three  weeks  to  un¬ 
load  a  cargo,  thus  delaying  the  return  of  these 
craft  to  the  coal  trade. 

Prices  Show  Higher  Range. 

Prices  on  current  and  spot  business  have  ad¬ 
vanced,  and  ordinary  grades  of  steam  coal  easily 
sell  at  $2.70@2.80  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  New  York 
harbor  shipping  ports.  It  is  believed  this  condi¬ 
tion  is  likely  to  continue,  and  further  advances  in 
the  price  are  probable. 

The  figures  named  are  due  to  the  stringency  of 
supplies  and  the  fact  that  the  market  at  present 
is  in  the  seller’s  favor  owing  to  the  shortage  of 
cars  for  transportation  and  the  curtailment  of 
production.  Shippers  do  not  always  have  “free” 
coal  to  Sparc  at  the  quoted  figures. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  is  sending  orders  forward 
representing  a  large  tonnage,  though  they  are 
obliged  to  take  their  turn  in  delivery,  the  shippers 
easing  off  the  more  urgent  orders  as  necessity 
calls  for  the  coal.  Along  the  sound  there  is  a 
good*  demand  and  this  territory  is  taking  all  the 
coal  that  can  be  shipped  to  it  and  more.  A  large 
part  of  this  business  which  formerly  was  shipped 
by  the  all-rail  route,  is  now  being  supplied  from 
tidewater.  New  York  harbor  is  short  of  coal  and 
contractors  are  distributing  all  that  is  available 
on  their  obligations.  Those  who  have  not  con¬ 
tracted  for  a  supply  simply  must  follow  prices  in 
their  advance  to  get  the  coal  they  need. 

The  all-rail  demand  is  active  and  could  absorb 
a  larger  tonnage  than  can  be  delivered  at  present 
owing  to  the  curtailment  in  cars  and  the  fact 
that  most  producers  are  cutting  these  shipments 
down  in  favor  of  tidewater  business.  This  is  the 
usual  custom  and  is  favored  by  the  carrying  roads. 

Car  supply  is  generally  short  on  all  roads,  and 
some  people  are  claiming  they  do  not  get  more 
than  a  third  of  their  requirements.  Transporta¬ 
tion  is  excellent,  coal  running  through  on  schedule 
time  and  in  some  cases  exceeds  it.  In  the  coast¬ 
wise  vessel  market  large  vessels  are  in  good  sup¬ 
ply,  with  light  craft  very  short.  We  quote  cur¬ 
rent  rates  of  freight  from  Philadelphia  as  follows : 
Boston,  Salem  and  Portland,  80c;  Lynn,  New- 
buryport,  Gardiner  and  Bangor,  $1.00;  sound 
ports,  70@75c;  Portsmouth  and  Bath,  85c;  New 
York  harbor  rates  are  60c  around  the  cape. 


Market  M[eu)s  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  n.— {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Probably  the  most  interesting  hews  of  the 
week  is  the  deal  by  which  the  Lehigh  Valley 
railroad  acquires  the  entire  mine  properties,  col¬ 
lieries,  railrdads  and  realty  owned  by  Coxc  Bros. 
&  Co.,  Inc.  The  purchase  includes  the  Delaware, 
Susquehanna  &  Schuylkill  railroad  and  all  allied 
water  companies. 

It  is  understood  that  the  property  will  be  paid 
for  by  an  issue  of  collateral  trust  bonds  in  the 
sum  of  $19,000,000,  to  be  redeemed  beginning  in 
1907.  These  bonds  bear  interest  at  four  per  cent 
and  it  is  stated  that  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.  will  take 
$12,000,000. 

This  purchase,  in  addition  to  the  property 
named  above,  also  includes  1,100  miners’  houses, 
all  the  real  estate  of  the  company  in  Chicago  and 
Milwaukee  and  the  floating  equipment  in  New 
York  harbor,  as  well  as  the  railroad  equipment 
of  the  Delaware,  Susquehanna  &  Schuylkill;  also 
all  coal  mined  and  on  hand,  together  with  all  rail¬ 
road  and  mine  supplies. 

With  the  consummation  of  the  Lehigh’s  pur¬ 
chase  of  the  Coxe  interest  comes  increased  work 
for  the  Lehigh’s  local  office,  now  located  in  the 
Fidelity  Trust  building.  As  soon  as  the  absorp- 
iton  of  the  new  interests  by  the  Lehigh  takes 
place,  all  of  the  business  now  transacted  by  Coxe 
Bros.  &  Co.  locally  from  the  offices  in  the  Pru¬ 
dential  building  will  be  transferred  to  the  offices 
of  the  Lehigh  Valley,  which  are  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Col.  J.  H.  Horton,  northern  sales  agent. 
As  the  transfer  does  not  take  place  until  Novem¬ 


ber,  it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  it  will  be  some 
time  later  that  the  consolidation  of  the  local 
offices  is  effected. 

Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.  have  no  realty  in  Buffalo. 
The  company’s  coal  is  handled  from  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  transfer  and  storage  plant  at  the  foot 
of  Michigan  street.  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.  have  had 
an  extensive  business  at  Buffalo,  but  most  of  their 
coal  has  been  shipped  west.  Locally  the  com¬ 
pany  has  no  business,  but  its  shipping  interests 
are  large.  It  is  exclusively  in  anthracite,  as  is 
the  business  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  and 
the  bulk  of  it  is  moved  by  the  lake  route. 

Deal  Pending  for  Some  Time. 

It  is  rumored  here  that  the  Lehigh  has  had  an 
eye  on  the  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.  holdings  for  several 
years.  The  output  of  several  million  tons  of  an¬ 
thracite  annually  was  a  juicy  plum  to  be  sought 
after.  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.  were  ready  to  sell. 
Members  of  the  well-known  family  who  had 
formerly  managed  the  extensive  coal  interests  of 
the  company  have  passed  away,  and  Mrs.  Coxe,  a 
widow,  who  had  carried  for  some  time  great  re¬ 
sponsibilities  in  connection  with  the  business,  de¬ 
sired  to  unburden  herself,  hence  the  sale. 

At  the  local  offices  of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.  today 
The  Black  Diamond  was  informed  that  no  of¬ 
ficial  notification  of  the  transaction  had  been  re¬ 
ceived.  Sam  Stanley  was  at  his  desk,  smiling  as 
ever,  and  as  busy.  Capt.  Jos.  Conrad,  shipping 
agent,  is  still  on  deck.  Both  admit  that  the  re¬ 


ports  are  doubtless  true,  but  say  they  do  not  know 
what  the  intentions  of  the  company  regarding 
themselves  may  be.  Among  the  coal  fraternity 
there  will  be  general  regret  if  through  the  change 
these  two  well-liked  officials  are  forced  out. 

Car  Shortage  Still  a  Factor. 

Still  the  car  shortage  continues  to  play  havoc 
with  the  lake  shipping  business,  and  many  rail 
orders  are  being  held  up  from  the  same  cause. 
Never  in  the  history  of  the  business  has  there 
been  such  a  handicap  as  local  dealers  and  ship¬ 
pers  are  working  under  at  present.  And  worst 
of  all,  there  is  no  apparent  prospect  of  betterment. 
There  has  been  a  continued  dropping  off  in  lake 
shipments  during  the  past  week,  the  total  for  the 
past  seven  days  only  reaching  48,850  tons.  This 
amount  was  distributed  as  follows: 


t  c/rid. 

iJuluth  .  9,SU0 

Superior  . 

Green  Bay  .  o  poo 

i<acine  . !  .  V.850 

Hancock  .  3,100 

Milwaukee  . 12,300 

Chicago  . 11,000 


A  perceptible  change  is  shown  in  this  distri¬ 
bution  from  that  of  recent  weeks,  in  that  a  larger 
percentage  of  the  total  shipment  has  gone  to  Lakt 
Superior  ports. 

Bituminous  conditions  are  practically  un¬ 
changed.  There  is  a  .stronger  demand,  but  cai 
shortage  prevents  the  dealers  taking  advantage  o 
the  increased  demands  of  the  trade.  Local  re 
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tailers  have  so  far  experienced  little  delay  in 
filling  increased  orders,  for  the  reserve  stock  held 
hy  the  big  companies  here  is  being  made  use  of 
to  supply  the  retail  trestles,  and  the  dealers’  wag¬ 
ons  are  well  cared  for. 

Miners  at  the  Morris  Run  properties  are  now 
actively  at  work.  Nearly  all  the  old  men  have 


been  taken  back  by  the  operators.  An  order  for 
l)ig  shipments  to  a  railroad  company  went  into 
effect  October  first.  The  men  are  to  be  paid  the 
Altoona  scale,  which  they  were  receiving  at  the 
time  they  went  on  strike  a  year  ago  last  April, 
when  they  were  threatened  with  a  reduction  of 
about  fourteen  per  cent. 


New  River  Output  in  September. 

The  output  of  New  River  coal  for  the  month 
of  September  as  computed  by  the  Journal,  of 
Fayette,  W.  Va.,  shows  an  increase  of  20,000 
tons  over  August.  The  output  from  the  various 


operations  was  as  follows : 

White  Oak  Coal  Co . 

Hemlock  Hollow  . 

Daily 

Allotment. 

.  600 

.  900 

Total 

Coal 

Loaded. 

42,665 

6,245 

8,830 

.  500 

5,640 

.  350 

2,190 

.  300 

3,420 

Beckiey  . 

.  750 

.  650 

7,380 

6,060 

Raleigh  . 

.  400 

15.045 

3,270 

.  450 

4,150 

.  400 

4,060 

.  600 

4,970 

.  600 

1,930 

.  550 

4,940 

. .  300 

1,950 

3,590 

Royal  . . 

.  350 

.  200 

3,060 

520 

Kphraim  Creek  . 

.  1,150 

.  400 

11,075 

4,560 

.  600 

4,790 

.  400 

3,260 

Stone  Cliff  . 

.  350 

.  450 

2,290 

3,980 

.  500 

4,490 

Kilsyth  . 

Sugar  Creek  . 

.  1,600 

.  900 

.  750 

14,090 

8,240 

7,565 

Turkey  Knob  . 

.  650 

.  450 

5,280 

4,565 

.  900 

8,105 

Derryhale  . 

.  800 

.  2,200 

6,450 

20,285 

Collins  . 

. 2,200 

.  350 

20,840 

2,700 

.  1,000 

9,050 

Harvey  . 

Prudence  . . 

Dunglen  . 

.  950 

.  1,100 

.  350 

.  150 

6,500 

10,060 

3,090 

1.325 

.  500 

5,235 

Fire  Creek  . 

.  100 

.  200 

1,090 

400 

.  800 

4,500 

Keeney’s  Creek  . 

.  350 

.  400 

2,860 

3,360 

.  600 

6,220 

.  350 

3,5i60 

.  500 

5,180 

.  500 

5,080 

.  150 

1,300 

.  250 

2,790 

.  300 

2,370 

.  300 

2,950 

.  350 

2,860 

.  250 

1,530 

Sunnyside  . 

.  150 

.  250 

1,480 

1,600 

.  1,200 

16,560 

.  200 

•  1,940 

Rend  Nos.  2,  4  and  5 . 

Thurmond,  Nos.  1  and  2 . 

.  1,000 

.  800 

26,480 

10,200 

6,855 

Red  Ash  . 

.  1,000 

.  350 

10,510 

2,420 

Cunard  . 

.  350 

.  500 

3,110 

4,760 

.  600 

5,830 

.  500 

7,665 

. . ;..  250 

2,180 

.  200 

1,340 

Sidney  . 

.  250 

2,440 

Total,  month’s  loading .  449,160 

Cars  Coke  Loaded— Quinnimont,  44;  Beech- 
wood,  15;  Macdonald,  74;  Turkey  Knob,  34; 
Sun,  76 ;  Collins  48 ;  Harvey,  65 ;  Fire  Creek,  55 ; 
Victoria,  130 ;  Ansted,  175 ;  Rush  Run,  74 ;  Brook¬ 
lyn,  43;  Chapman,  35;  Kaymoor,  114.  Total, 
982  cars. 

Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

Reported  by  W.  W.  Battle  &  Co.,  ship  and 
steamship  brokers.  Produce  Exchange,  New  York. 
The  tonnage  situation  is  now  as  follows : 

JVcsf  Indies,  Cuba  and  Mexico— As  the  urgent 
orders  were  all  arranged  for  about  a  week  ago, 
shippers  have  recently  been  endeavoring  to  secure 
tonnage  at  lower  rates,  but  we  only  know  of  one 
instance  where  they  have  met  with  success,  as  the 
other  steamers  that  were  negotiated  for  were  all 
taken  for  grain,  general  cargo,  cotton,  corn,  rock, 
timber,  etc.,  for  which  there  is  still  an  active  in- 
quirv  for  tonnage;  in  fact,  grain  boats  are  being 
chartered  for  next  May  loading  at  rates  equal 
to  November-December  loading.  It  would  appear 
that  freights  outward  will  hold  steady  for  at 
least  the  balance  of  this  year,  but  the  movement 
of  the  Cuban  sugar  crop  after  January  first  and 
the  arrival  of  the  Black  Sea  fleet  may  depress 
the  market  slightly  after  the  turn  of  the  year. 


Coal  Market  Conditions  at  Baltimore 

Baltimore,  Md.,  Oct.  \<i.-(,Special  Correspond-  the  railroads,  causes  delay  and  unnecessarily  com- 
ence.) — Lack  of  transportation  facilities  has  placed  plicates  the  situation.  Jptmnd  and 

the  bituminous  coal  trade  here  in  a  peculiar  posi-  Under  the  impetus  «  J-f’^^Th^ve 

tion  Nearly  every  big  operating  interest  has  been  the  conditions  noted,  prices  for  free  coal  have 

forceil  out  of  the  sales  market,  prohibited  by  moved  upward,  although  it  may  be  said  that  the 

,S  of  circ,,n,s",„ce,  from  offering  a  poon.l  advance  has  not  a  at 

of  coal  for  sale  because  it  lias  been  found  a  niost  irrespective  o  any  artificial  boo  ,  such  «  »  'ar 

impossible  to  keep  up  even  with  with  existing  shortage  would  seem  to  warrant  All  sun^’^r 

contracts.  A  representfitive  of  one  of  the  largest  Georges  Creek  was  ®  ^  |  Si  65(a)l  75 

coal  bandlnig  ciiibhiatlons  in  the  cast  in  discus-  'Lre^selii I'lg  a't  ^eighflfive 

Sing  the  situation  said.  cents  and  which  in  some  cases  sold  almost  ten 

the  Kar^Riaifrh°ve  knoTn'  it  for  a' long  time.  UieTis'^ver^ 

Lack  of  coal  has  prevented  us  from  quoting  prices.  ^ 

We  are  having  all  we  can  do  to  keep  up  with  car  shortage  has  drawn  general  attention 

our  existing  contracts  Otners  are  m  he  same  n,3V It  presenrtf  the  coal  trade  and  the  vast 

position,  although  1  have  not  heard  of  anyone  of  the  railroad  shipments  of  both  anthra- 

of  importance  as  yet  falling  down  on  a  contract.  bituminous.  The  present  year  has  been 

We  have  been  doing  pery4hing  we  can  to  re-  active  one  in  coal  carrying, 

lieve  the  situation,  but  it  is  Big  gains  in  coal  tonnage  on  all  eastern  roads 

us  to  get  the  cars  we  need.  1  here  is  very  little  statistics  available  at  present, 

coal  on  hand  here,  and  we  are  not  .avowing  any  shortage  conditions,  the  Con- 

one  to  accumulate  coal ;  just  supplying  them  for  gdidation  Coal  Co.  and  allied  interests  managed 
immediate  needs,  and  thus  far  have  been  able  Curtis  bay  piers  last  week  a  big 

to  keep  all  of  those  haying  contracts  going.  We  tonnage  Twenty-six  thousand  tons  of  bitumi- 
have  received  appeals  from  outside  interests,  but  England 

have  not  been  able  to  let^^go  of  a  pound  ot  coal  points,  except  4,200  tons,  which  started  for  Vera 
other  than  for  contracts.”  ,  •  •  Cruz.  ’  It  was  all  contract  coal,  however. 

The  above  is  only  one  of  many  such  opinions 

that  can  be  heard  on  all  sides.  All  of  the  bitumin-  Foreign  Exports  Show  Increase. 

ous  operating  interests  are  complaining.  1  he  con- 

dition  is  becoming  more  and  more  compbeated,  Coal  exports  from  the  port  of  Baltimore  during 

and  the  gloomy  view  is  expressed  that  there  can  September  reached  26,715  tons,  against  5,540  tons 

not  possibly  be  an  improvement  in  existing  con-  for  the  corresponding  month  in  1904.  The  vmue 

ditions  this  side  of  next  May.  It  is  expected,  in-  of  the  coal  exported  last  month  was  $76,140.  The 

deed,  that  winter  conditions  will  make  transpor-  following  were  the  cargoes  and  their  destina- 

tation  worse  as  the  weeks  roll  by  and  the  weather  tions :  . 

grows  more  rigorous.  All  the  railroads  are  re-  Tons 

ported  to  be  feelmg  the  famine  of  cars  alike.  lobelia,  Vera  Cruz .  3,605 

The  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Nortolk  ol  Norwegian  steamer  Banan,  fort  Limon .  962 

Western  and  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  are  all  short  British  steamer  Floriston,  Cavite,  P.  1 .  3,4oo 

vycsLciii  .  v.-  V  British  steamer  Earlsworth,  Vera  Cruz .  2.600 

of  carrying  equipment.  Steamer  Goodwin,  Cavite,  P.  I . 

_  .  •  A  •  •  British  steamer  Degama.  Vera  Cruz .  4,760 

New  Equipment  Slow  in  Arriving.  Norwegian  steamer  Caprivi,  Tampico .  3,900 

.  ^  ,  British  steamer  Tresco,  Havana .  1,268 

The  condition  at  present  is  rather  peculiar  be-  - 

cause  there  is  no  scarcity  of  bituminous  coal  at  Total  for  month . . . . .  .< 

the  mines.  It  is  simply  due  to  the  vastly  m-  The  collier  Lebanon  is  at  Norfolk,  from  which 

creased  volume  of  all  kinds  of  business  by  rail  port  it  will  soon  start  to  destroy  derelicts  along 

and  the  insufficiency  of  cars  and  motive  power.  the  Atlantic  coast.  This  boat  is  equipped  with 

The  situation  has  been  somewhat  aggravated  by  wireless  telegraph,  so  as  to  keep  in  touch  with 

the  fact  that  some  manufacturers  and  others  hav-  government  stations.  The  vessel  is  sent  out  on 

ing  large  contracts  have  insisted  on  the  immedi-  her  work  under  an  act  of  congress.  She  will  de- 

ate  delivery  of  the  maximum  of  coal  allowed  stroy,  among  other  derelicts  and  wrecks,  several 

under  their  agreements,  this  action  being  due  to  abandoned  vessels  that  formerly  plied  in  the 

the  talk  of  possible  trouble  among  the  bituminous  coal  trade. 

miners,  those  holding  contracts  not  wishing  to  be  Notes  from  the  Field. 

left  without  coal  in  the  event  of  any  possible  ,  -n,  ,  ■  .  u  * 

H.  Taylor,  one  of  Baltimore’s  oldest 

It  was  hoped  by  the  railroads,  especially  by  financiers  and  bituminous  coal  operators,  is  re- 

the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  which  has  out  orders  for  covering  from  injuries  received  from  a  fall  at  ai. 

rolling  stock  running  into  the  millions,  that  a  Atlantic  City  hotel  some  time  since, 

large  part  of  this  equipment  would  have  been  re-  j  Wheelwright,  vice-president  of  the  Con¬ 
ceived  by  now,  when  the  season  of  car  conges-  solidation  Coal  Co.,  who  takes  great  interest  in 

tion,  in  the  light  of  past  experience,  was  to  be  ex-  thoroughbred  horses,  has  been  attending  the 

pected.  Disappointment  in  the  deliveries  of  the  Richmond,  Va.,  horse  show.  Before  leaving 

cars,  etc.,  has  been  experienced,  however,  and  it  ^ity  Mr.  Wheelwright  gave  a  check  for 

is  said  that  it  will  be  some  months  before  any  ^500  to  be  presented  to  some  deserving  charitable 

material  portion  of  these  contracts  can  be  filled.  institution.  It  was  handed  over  to  the  Lee  Camp 

In  the  meantime  the  roads  are  expending  every  Soldiers’  Home,  where  confederate  veterans  are 

energy  in  this  section  to  get  the  best  possible  re-  ending  their  days. 

suits  from  existing  equipment.  Endeavors  a^  Anthracite  dealers  in  the  retail  trade  are 

being  made  to  keep  cars  moving  and  away  from  ^^^re  for  business  this  year  than  ever 

yards  and  sidings.  before  Not  long  since  dealers  waited  for  cus- 

Prices  Are  Much  Stronger  toners  to  come  to  them ;  now  they,  figuratively 

Prices  Are  iviucn  stronger.  speaking,  go  after  the  customers.  Besides  the 

Very  few  cars  are  now  allowed  to  remain  in  newspaper,  street  car  and  billboard  advertising 
the  yards,  either  loaded  or  unloaded,  but  are  be-  that  is  being  done  on  a  large  scale,  there  are  en- 

ing  moved  as  rapidly  as  emptied  to  the  points  of  ticing  (to  the  ladies)  offers  of  trading  stamps 

loading.  Complaint  is  made  along  this  line,  galore.  1  he  latest  is  froin  a  dealer  who  offers 

however,  that  cars  sent  to  the  lake  ports  with  to  give  twenty-five  small  bundles  of  wood  free 

coal  are  detained,  often  for  lengthy  periods,  to  with  every  ton  of  coal  ordered.  These  are  truly 

await  loading  with  ore.  This,  while  profitable  to  progressive  days. 
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The  steamer  Mae,  1,497  tons  register,  is  reported 
as  having  been  chartered  from  Baltimore  to  Dai¬ 
quiri,  Cuba,  at  $2.20. 

South  America. — The  big  strike  at  the  River 
Plate,  and  the  consequent  poor  homeward  busi¬ 
ness  from  there,  as  well  as  from  Brazil,  causes 
owners  to  ask  much  higher  rates  for  coal  out¬ 
ward. 

Mediterranean. — A  steamer  has  been  recently 
fixed  to  take  grain  in  this  direction  at  equivalent 
to  12s  on  coal. 

Far  East. — As  there  is  a  large  fleet  of  tonnage 
in  the  far  east  at  present,  owners  are  not  de¬ 
sirous  of  adding  their  boats  to  this  fleet,  and  are 
asking  higher  rates  outward. 

Tonnage  Scarcity. — This  is  commented  upon  by. 
all  of  the  shippers,  and  no  relief  has  been  felt  as 
yet,  and  we  doubt  if  there  will  be  any  in  the  near 
future,  as  there  is  little  unchartered  tonnage 
headed  in  this  direction. 

Cardiff-New  York  Coal  Charters. — These  fix¬ 
tures  recently  reported  are  for  steamers  that  are 
to  bring  English  admiralty  coal  here  to  supply 
the  British  fleet.  We  would  quote  freight  rates 
by  steamer  as  follows :  $1.50@1.60  to  Havana  or 
Matanzas ;  $2.00@2.25  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua ; 
$1.70@1.75  to  Cienfuegos;  $1.80@1.90  to  Daiquiri; 
$1.90@2.00  to  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $2.00  to 
St.  Thomas;  $2.00@2.10  to  St.  Lucia;  $2.00@2.15 
to  Barbados;  $1.50@1.60  to  Kingston;  $1.80@1.90 
to  Colon;  $2.75  to  Demerara;  $1.80  and  p.  c.  to 
Curacao;  $1.70@1.75  to  Bermuda;  1.90@1.95  to 
Vera  Cruz;  $1.90@1.95  to  Tampico;  12@13s  to 
Buenos  Ayres;  13@14s  to  Rosario;  13@14s  to 
Rio;  14@15s  to  Santos;  12s  to  a  direct  port  in 
the  Mediterranean,  not  east  of  the  west  coast  of 
Italy,  Spain  excluded;  $5.25@5.50  and  discharged 
to  Manila;  $5.75@6.00  to  Japanese  ports. 


The  I^ew  England  Trade. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Oct.  20.— {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  demand  for  anthracite  is  improving 
steadily,  and  while  there  has  been  no  particular 
rush  for  coal,  the  market  is  notably  stronger  than 
it  was  even  a  week  or  two  ago.  While  there 
have  been  no  changes  in  prices  at  retail,  con¬ 
sumers  apparently  are  concerned  very  little  over 
the  advance  of  twenty-five  cents  per  ton,  which  is 
likely  to  occur  any  day  now,  as  they  have  been 
taking  in  considerable  coal  in  a  quiet  way  for 
some  time  past,  giving  them  a  fair  amount  in 
stock.  This  is  having  an  effect  upon  the  whole¬ 
sale  business,  which  reports  a  better  run  of 
orders,  and  the  movement  to  the  various  dis¬ 
tributing  centers  is  regular  and  seasonable  in 
volume.  More  cargoes  of  coal,  in  consequence, 
are  arriving  daily  at  the  unloading  ports,  the 
latter  showing  the  usual  fall  activity.  It  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  this  class  of  trade  will  show  quite 
a  heavy  development  in  the  next  few  weeks,  not 
only  at  the  open  winter  ports,  but  the  ice-mak¬ 
ing  ports  as  well.  The  latter  have  not  yet  been 
fully  supplied  and  will  naturally  urge  shipment 
as  the  season  draws  to  a  close.  The  demand 
for  all-rail  deliveries  is  quite  active,  as  indi¬ 
cted  by  the  number  of  orders  received.  While 
in  some  instances  it  is  not  of  large  volume,  yet 
in  the  aggregate  it  makes  very  attractive  busi¬ 
ness,  for  which  shippers  are  grateful.  That  this 
activity  in  the  line  trade  will  continue  is  not 
questioned,  and  it  is  more  likely  to  show  an  in¬ 
crease  with  the  approach  of  cold  weather  and  in¬ 
creasing  delays  in  transportation  of  tonnage 
already  ordered. 

Contract  Buyers  Seek  Cover. 

Considerable  activity  prevails  in  the  bituminous 
coal  market  and  there  is  a  strong  disposition  on 
the  part  of  buyers  who  have  not  yet  contracted 
for  the  full  amount  of  their  requirements  for 
fall  and  winter  consumption,  to  get  under  cover 
as  early  as  possible,  regardless,  in  many  instances, 
of  conditions  and  prices.  While  the  large  users 
of  coal  in  this  territory  generally  contracted  for 
their  supply  and  obtained  the  coal  in  sufficient 
quantity  at  the  low  ocean  freights,  all  through 
the  season,  those  who  did  not  make  contracts  are 
now  feeling  the  short  supply  and  are  endeav¬ 
oring  to  secure  enough  to  keep  them  going,  pay¬ 
ing  the  advanced  prices  now  ruling,  even  on  the 
poorer  grades.  All  producers  seem  to  have 
more  orders  than  they  can  conveniently  fill  within 
the  time  limits  fixed,  and  many  are  not  accept¬ 
ing  any  volume  of  new  business  except  subject 
to  turn  in  loading  at  the  mines. 


Shipments  from  the  Virginia  cape  ports  are 
limited  by  the  short  car  supply  in  hauling  coal  to 
tide  and  vessel  tonnage  of  a  considerable  amount 
is  compelled  to  wait  for  cargoes,  some  of  it 
running  into  demurrage  before  the  coal  arrives. 
Other  ports  are  in  some  cases  short  of  coal,  and 
shipments  are  being  delayed  on  account  of  this, 
as  well  as  by  a  dearth  of  light  draft  vessels. 
Ocean  freights  are  firm,  larger  class  vessels  ask¬ 
ing  80@85  cents  from  the  lower  ports  to  around 
the  cape.  New  York  rates  are  sixty  cents. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Oct.  20. —  {Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) —  Anthracite  business  is  moder¬ 
ately  brisk  in  this  territory,  and  were  it  not  for 
the  continued  mild  weather,  which  naturally 
retards  buying  to  some  extent,  it  would  show 
a  strong  demand.  Enough  orders  are  coming 
in  from  day  to  day  for  current  consumption, 
which,  with  the  standing  orders  in  shippers’ 
hands,  are  absorbing  the  newly  mined  tonnage 
that  is  being  shipped.  The  demand  for  the  do¬ 
mestic  sizes  is  fairly  regular  and  is  of  such  pro¬ 
portions  as  to  show  that  it  is  being  used  for 
present  needs,  indicating  increased  requirements 
as  the  season  advances.  There  is  a  decidedly 
stronger  tone  on  the  small  sizes  for  steam  pur¬ 
poses,-  and  this  also  applies  to  pea  coal,  which 
is  in  better  demand  than  is  usual  at  this  time  of 
the  year.  No  accumulations  on  it  are  now  oc¬ 
curring.  Some  of  the  producing  interests  report 
a  shortage  of  this  coal  to  meet  current  require¬ 
ments  and  they  are  placing  in  operation  wash- 
eries  that  have  been  idle  for  some  time  past,  pre¬ 
ferring  to  furnish  new  coal  while  favorable 
weather  lasts  rather  than  draw  upon  storage 
stocks.  Shipments  via  the  Delaware  capes  are 
showing  a  steady  improvement,  a  large  tonnage 
of  this  coal  being  for  shoal-water  and  inland 
ports,  which  are  still  in  need  of  coal  to  replenish 
stocks  reduced  by  the  summer  trade  in  order 
to  have  a  full  supply  on  hand  to  carry  them  over 
the  ice  period. 

Deliveries  of  Bituminous  Are  Slow. 

The  bituminous  coal  market  is  in  a  very  strong 
condition  and  most  shippers  are  behind  in  mak¬ 
ing  deliveries  on  orders  in  hand.  The  reason 
for  the  stringency  in  getting  the  coal  forward  is 
due  entirely  to  scarcity  of  cars.  This  condition 
is  due  to  the  increased  industrial  traffic  and  the 
grain  movement,  both  of  which  call  for  an  ex¬ 
cess  number  of  cars  not  available  with  the  trans¬ 
portation  lines.  Under  these  conditions,  which 
are  abnormal,  the  railroads  can  not  keep  on  hand 
a  supply  of  cars  sufficient  to  meet  the  excessive 
business,  as  it  would  mean  a  considerable  ex¬ 
penditure  to  furnish  equipment  to  meet  the  de¬ 
mands  on  such  occasions,  for  which  they  would 
have  no  use  during  the  balance  of  the  year.  On 
the  other  hand  producers  are  greatly  incon¬ 
venienced  by  the  lack  of  cars,  which  reduces 
production.  The  difficulty  seems  to  be  chiefly 
with  the  buyer  who  early  in  the  year  did  not 
place  orders  to  meet  his  requirements,  and  gen¬ 
erally  failed  to  take  the  monthly  allotments  due 
him  during  the  summer  months.  When  the  fall 
and  winter  comes  he  realizes  his  needs  and  places 
orders  for  an  excess  tonnage  with  the  shippers 
and  expects  to  get  the  coal  in  increased  quantity. 
Prices  as  a  result  have  advanced  to  $1.25  per 
ton  at  the  mines  as  a  minimum. 


Purchased  by  Somerset  Co. 

The  Somerset  Coal  Co.,  Somerset,  Pa.,  recently 
purchased  1,750  acres  of  coal  land  in  the  Jenner 
field  of  Pennsylvania  from  the  Quemahoning  Val¬ 
ley  Mining  Co.  This  gives  the  Somerset  com¬ 
pany  a  total  acreage  of  24,000  acres  in  the  Jenner- 
Quemahoning  basin.  The  consideration  named 
in  the  deed  to  the  Somerset  Coal  Co.  is  $1.00,  but 
the  actual  price  was  $250,000  cash. 

In  addition  to  this  land  the  Pennmont  Coal 
Mining  Co.,  which  is  the  adjunct  of  the  Somerset 
Coal  Co.’s  Maryland  ally,  the  Consolidated  Coal 
Co.,  owns  24,000  acres  in  Shade,  Stony  Creek  and 
Brothers  Valley  townships,  in  practically  the 
same  field.  Clarence  Watson  is  president  of  both 
corporations,  and  in  addition  is  chief  executive 
officer  of  the  Fairmont  Coal  Co.  and  several 
minor  mining  companies  in  West  Virginia. 


The  Quemahoning  Valley  Co.  was  organized 
two  years  ago  by  W.  H.  Ruppel,  G.  R.  Scull,  F.  W. 
Biesecker  and  Frank  John.  With  the  sale  of 
the  property  the  control  of  the  company  passes 
into  the  hands  of  the  Somerset  Coal  Co. 


"Dealers  to  Meet  at  Milwaukee. 

At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  executive  board 
of  the  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  Retail  Coal  Deal¬ 
ers’  Association  it  was  decided  to  hold  the  semi¬ 
annual  meeting  of  the  association  at  Milwaukee 
in  December.  Concerning  this  meeting  the  asso¬ 
ciation  has  sent  out  the  following  notice : 

“Among  other  things  the  board  voted  to  hold 
a  semi-annual  meeting  at  Milwaukee,  December 
fourteenth  and  fifteenth.  The  meeting  on  the 
fourteenth  is  to  be  an  open  one  of  the  executive 
board  to  take  up  any  and  all  complaints  of  irregu¬ 
lar  shipments  that  have  not  been  satisfactorily 
adjusted.  Both  the  shipper  and  the  complainant 
will  be  given  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  fully 
upon  the  merits  of  the  complaint.  On  the 
fifteenth  the  regular  semi-annual  will  be  held 
at  9:30  a.  m.  Vice-President  Frank  Mosher  will 
tell  all  about  the  Buffalo  meeting  and  the  inter¬ 
national  council  of  coal  merchants.  J.  E.  Gates, 
of  Jacksonville,  Ill.,  will  give  a  descriptive  ac¬ 
count  of  the  trip  to  the  anthracite  mines  last 
June.  The  legal  committee  will  report  upon  mat¬ 
ters  of  importance  referred  to  it.  A  round  table 
discussion  by  all  members  will  be  one  of  the  fea¬ 
tures.  “Problems  Affecting  the  Present  and  Fu¬ 
ture  Welfare  of  the  Retail  Coal  Industry,”  “The 
Cost  Question”  and  “The  Cash  System”  will  be 
taken  up  and  thoroughly  discussed,  and  every 
member  is  requested  to  come  prepared  to  take 
part  in  the  round  table  feature  of  this  conven¬ 
tion. 

“The  secretary  was  instructed  to  make  all  neces¬ 
sary  arrangements  for  the  meeting,  and  he  will 
report  later  to  all  members  with  the  place  for 
holding  same,  together  with  a  complete  program.” 


Electrical  Show  at  Chicago. 

The  first  annual  electrical  show  given  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Electrical  Trades  Exposition 
Co.,  will  be  held  at  the  Coliseum,  Chicago,  Jan¬ 
uary  fifteenth  to  twenty-seventh,  1906.  Reser¬ 
vations  for  space  should  be  made  to  Thos.  R. 
Mergein,  general  manager,  464  Monadnock 
block,  Chicago. 


Wagon  Prices  at  Chicago. 

ANTHRACITE. 

Grate  .  $6.50 

Stove  .  6.75 

Chestnut  .  6.75 

Egg .  6.75 

BITUMINOUS. 

Hocking  lump  .  $4.00 

Hocking  nut  .  3.50 

Illinois  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.00 

Indiana  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.00 

Wilmington  chunks  .  '3.50 

No.  1  washed  nut .  3.50 

Brazil  block  .  3.75 

Jackson  Hill  Ohio .  5.00 

Cannel  lump  .  6.25 

Smithing  .  4.50 

West  Virginia  splint .  4.00 

Gas-house  coke  .  5.00 


Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  &  Coal 
Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  transported 
over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  October  four¬ 
teenth,  the  corresponding  week  last  year,  the  year 
to  date  and  the  corresponding  period  in  1904 : 

Cumber- 

Broad  Top.  land. 

Week  ending  Oct.  14,  1905...  18.840  23.435 

Corresponding  week,  1904....  9,157  21,157 

Total  for  1905 . 535.899  767.032 

Corresponding  period,  1904  ...  15,s, 922  869,445 

V 

The  United  Coal  Mining  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Chicago  with  a  capital  of  $200,000. 


Total. 

42.274 

30.314 

1.802.931 

1.828,308 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


Lucien  Hill,  New  York  manager  of  the  United 
Coal  Co.,  left  for  Philadelphia  the  first  of  the 
week  'on  a  business  trip,  in  conference  with  the 
company’s  manager  at  that  place.  He  will  he 
absent  for  several  days. 

The  coal  and  coke  tonnage  of  the  Chesapeake 
&  Ohio  Ohio  railroad  for  August  amounted  to 
715,887  tons,  against  G!)7,314  in  August,  1904.  1  he 

total  for  the  two  months  ending  August  thirty- 
first  was  1,399,005  tons,  against  1,313,343  for  the 
same  period  last  year. 

Muller  &  Gehring,  who  have  been  conducting  a 
coal  business  at  842  Tenth  avenue.  New  York 
city,  have  dissolved  partnership.  Mr.  Gchrmg 
will  continue  the  business  on  bis  own  account  and 
under  bis  name.  Mr.  Muller  will  devote  his  en¬ 
tire  attention  to  his  old  plant,  which  is  located 
on  King  street,  the  partnership  arrangement  being 
only  a  side  venture. 

Graham  K.  Mellcn,  eastern  manager  at  Boston 
of  the  J.  H.  Weaver  Co.,  spent  several  days  the 
present  week  at  the  New  York  office  with  the 
view  of  securing  increased  shipments  of  coal  foi 
that  territory.  Mr.  Mellen  reports  that  demaiKi 
in  the  cast  is  very  active,  and  the  greatest  diffi¬ 
culty  in  connection  with  the  business  at  this  tunc 
is  to  get  the  coal  forward. 

The  Somerset  Coal  Co.,  which  operates  many 
large  mines  in  Somerset  county.  Pa.,  and  is  the 
largest  holding  company  in  this  region,  has  pur¬ 
chased  the  property  of  the  Quemahonmg  Valley 
Mining  Co.,  including,  it  is  said,  1,700  acres  m 
the  Jenner  coal  field  of  the  Meyersdale  region. 
The  price  paid  is  said  to  have  been  $250,000.  This 
particular  grade  of  coal  is  of  a  very  high  quality 
and  generally  is  considered  as  the  best  in  the  val¬ 
ley,  fully  equal  to  any  of  the  special  coals  pro¬ 
duced  in  the  state. 

Meyer  Bros.  Co.,  at  107th  street,  New  York 
city,  sustained  a  loss  of  over  $3,000  by  the  fire 
which  destroyed  several  blocks  adjoining,  a  week 
ago.  The  fire,  which  started  on  108th  street, 
spread  to  J.  Reebers’  Sons  lumber  yard,  where  it 
burned  to  the  corner,  making  its  way  across  the 
street  into  the  coal  yard,  igniting  the  stock  and 
consuming  the  stable.  The  arrival  of  three  fire 
tugs  on  the  scene  about  this  time,  in  addition  to 
water  towers,  soon  subdued  the  flames  and  the 
loss  on  the  coal  was  not  great.  The  stables  will 
be  rebuilt  at  once. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
Norfolk  &  Western  railway  was  held  at  Roanoke, 
Va.,  on  Thursday  of  last  week  with  a  represen¬ 
tation  of  eighty-four  per  cent  of  the  stockholders. 
There  were  two  changes  in  the  board  of  directors. 
J.  B.  Thayer  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  oc¬ 
casioned  by  the  death  of  S.  M.  Prevost  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  and  N.*  Parker  Shortridge,  resigned,  was 
succeeded  by  William  G.  MacDonald  of  Philadel¬ 
phia.  The  board  of  directors  as  now  constituted 
includes  L.  E.  Johnson,  W.  H.  Barnes,  John  P. 
Green,  James  McCrea,  Samuel  Rea,  Henry  Fmk, 
Joseph  I.  Doran,  Victor  Morawetz,  W.  G.  Mac¬ 
Donald,  Vi^alter  H.  Thayer  and  J.  B.  Thayer. 

A  splendid  tribute  was  paid  John  Veith,  former 
general  mining  superintendent  of  the  Reading  col¬ 
lieries,  by  the  closing  down  of  all  coal  operations 
of  this  company  for  ten  minutes  on  Wednesday  of 
last  week  at  11  o’clock,  in  his  honor,  while  the 
funeral  took  place  in  Pottsville,  Pa.,  at  that  hour. 
Mr.  Veith  had  been  with  the  Philadelphia  &  Read¬ 
ing  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  for  nearly  fifty  years,  and  al¬ 
ways  had  been  highly  esteemed.  President  Baer, 
Vice-Presidents  Voorhees  and  Richards  and  Sec¬ 
retary  Brown  of  the  coal  company;  Secretary 
Taylor  of  the  railway,  and  several  other  officers 
of  the  two  corporations  attended  the  funeral  ser¬ 
vices  at  Pottsville  by  special  train  from  Phila¬ 
delphia.  I 

Capt.  Charles  Dimmers,  the  centenarian  canal 
boat  captain,  who  has  led  a  seafaring  life  for 
more  years  than  he  can  remember,  has  decided  to 
retire  from  active  business  owing  to  his  failing 
eyesight.  Mr.  Dimmers  has  just  passed  the  cen¬ 
tury  mark,  while  his  antecedents  lived  to  even  a 
greater  age,  which  he  expects  to  emulate.  He  is 
the  oldest  boatman  around  New  York  harbor, 
having  lived  on  bis  flagship  II.  H.  Baker  for 
seventy-nine  years.  In  his  younger  years  he 
owned  a  fleet  of  canal  boats  that  did  business  at 


most  of  the  Atlantic  ports.  As  he  became  older 
and  this  class  of  transportation  decreased,  he  dis¬ 
posed  of  his  hundred  and  some  odd  boats,  but 
always  retained  the  flagship  on  which  he  will 
continue  to  reside.  As  a  typical  canal  boatman 
he  has  few  equals  in  appearance,  and  is  well 
known  to  the  coal  trade. 

A  decision  was  rendered  by  Judge  Beitler,  of 
the  common  pleas  court,  last  week,  finding  for  the 
complainant  in  a  breach  of  contract  cause.  The 
Virginia  &  Pittsburg  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  brought  the 
action  to  recover  from  the  Phillipi  Coal  &  Mining 
Co.,  West  Virginia,  for  violation  of  a  contract 
and  recovered  a  verdict  of  $10,479.  According  to 
its  claim  it  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the 
Phillipi  company  on  September  fourteenth,  1899, 
for  the  purchase  of  coal  at  fifty-five  cents  a  ton 
to  be  delivered  at  the  mines  of  the  latter  company 
at  the  rate  of  five  to  eight  carloads  a  day.  The 
Virginia  company  contended  tnat  the  defendant 
failed  to  make  the  shipments,  and  as  the  market 
price  of  the  coal  had  materially  advanced  over 
the  price  called  for  in  the  contract  it  suffered  the 
damages  claimed.  The  defense  maintained  that 
the  contract  was  contingent  upon  the  representa¬ 
tion  of  the  plaintiff  company,  that  it  could  obtain 
cars  for  the  coal  from  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
railroad,  and  that  it  not  only  failed  to  do  this, 
but  also  neglected  to  give  proper  directions  for 
shipments.  The  court  took  a  contrary  view  of  the 
matter,  however. 

The  bureau  of  statistics  of  the  department  of 
commerce  and  labor  gives  the  exports  of  the  coal 
and  coke  from  the  United  States  for  the  eight 
months  ending  August  thirty-first  as  follows : 
Anthracite,  1,574,721  tons;  bituminous,  4,549,837 
tons;  coke,  396,140  tons.  Anthracite  coal  showed 
a  decrease  of  45,545  tons  from  the  corresponding 
period  in  1904,  'while  bituminous  coal  increased 
492,587  tons  and  coke  43,366  tons,  making  the  to¬ 
tal  increase  for  the  eight  months  490,406  tons. 
Coke  was  taken  chiefly  by  Mexico,  while  Canada 
slightly  increased  its  requirements.  This  latter 
country  is  the  principal  consumer  of  American 
coal,  having  received  4,679,455  tons,  an  increase 
of  382,000  tons  over  last  year.  Next  in  impor¬ 
tance  is  Mexico,  taking  591,520  tons,  a  decrease 
from  last  year  of  30,388  tons.  Other  countries 
following  in  order  are :  Cuba,  323,229  tons ;  other 
West  Indies,  196,955  tons;  Italy,  56,952  tons; 


I'Tance,  3,156  tons;  other  European  countries, 
17,726  tons;  other  countries,  255,565  tons,  a  total 
for  the  eight  months  of  6,124,558  tons,  an  increase 
of  447,042  tons  over  last  year.  Shipments  of  an¬ 
thracite  to  Canada  were  98.5  per  cent  of  the  total 
exports,  and  averaged  68.7  per  cent  of  bituminous 
coal.  The  imports  to  the  United  States  of  all 
kinds  of  coal  during  the  first  eight  months  of  the 


year  were  1,040,885  tons,  a  decrease  of  12,223 
tons.  The  amount  of  anthracite  imported  was  less 
than  10,000  tons. 

The  storm  and  rain  which  raged  along  the  Dela¬ 
ware  breakwater  on  Wednesday  night  of  last  week 
was  one  of  the  worst  that  has  ever  occurred  dur¬ 
ing  the  same  brief  period  of  time,  and  did  consid¬ 
erable  damage  to  small  craft  which  were  driven 
to  shelter  or  compelled  to  go  to  the  open  sea.  A 
small  schooner,  in  trying  to  make  the  harbor,  was 
hurled  on  the  shoals  near  Assateague,  where  life- 
bbats  reached  it  in  the  fury  of  the  storm  and  took 
several  of  the  men  aboard.  Secretary  Sherwood, 
of  the  maritime  exchange,  while  on  a  visit  of  in¬ 
spection  to  the  breakwater,  was  unable  to  get  back 
to  Lewes  that  night  owing  to  the  storm.  The 
barge  Hornet,  coal  laden,  began  leaking  in  the 
storm  and  was  towed  inside  the  breakwater  by  the 
tug  Paul  Jones,  also  having  in  tow,  the  barges 
Virginia,  Palmer  and  West  Virginia,  bound  for 
sound  ports.  Among  the  schooners  that  weather¬ 
ed  the  gale,  and  sought  shelter  from  the  storm, 
were  the  Wm.  Booth  from  Newport  News  to  New- 
buryport,  Pannie  H.  Stewart  from  Norfolk  and 
the  John  J.  Hanson,  Newport  News  to  Bangor, 
Maine,  all  coal  laden.  On  Tuesday,  Captain  War¬ 
rington  of  the  tug  Cumberland  was  swept  over¬ 
board  and  drowned,  while  the  tug  was  twelve 
miles  off  Cape  Henlopen.  The  tug  had  in  tow 
three  barges  owned  by  the  Consolidation  Coal 
Co.,  bound  from  Baltimore  to  Boston. 


The  Tug  James  McWilliams. 

The  tug  James  McWilliams,  which  has  been 
recently  launched  at  Jersey  City,  is  of  an  ideal 
type  for  use  in  the  towing  of  coal  for  harbor  and 
sound  business,  and  while  not  so  large  as  the 
ocean-going  tugs  it  is  very  staunchly  built  and 
more  economical  to  operate,  requiring  a  smaller 
crew  and  less  coal.  This  vessel  is  130  feet  over 
all,  twenty-five  teet  wide,  118  feet  keel  and  draws 
thirteen  feet  of  water.  The  boiler  capacity  is  125 
pounds  pressure;  engine  is  20x40-inch  and  28-inch 
stroke,  with  steam  reversing  gear  steeple.  Her 
bunker  capacity  holds  seventj'-five  tons  of  coal 
and  carries  sufficient  water  for  boiler  use  for  six 
days. 

The  new  tug  will  be  an  addition  to  the  Blue 


line’s  towing  facilities,  which  now  comprise  eight 
tugs  and  over  100  boats.  The  company  is  one  of 
the  largest  in  New  York  harbor,  and  makes  a  spe¬ 
cialty  of  harbor  and  sound  port  business,  in 
which  it  is  prominently  known.  Charles  H.  Mc¬ 
Williams,  son  of  the  late  James  McWilliams,  is 
the  company’s  business  manager  at  No.  1  Broad¬ 
way,  New  York  city. 
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Improvements  On  The  Baltimore 
Sr  Ohio  Railroad 


So  great  have  been  the  improvements  made  to 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  during  the  past 
eight  or  nind  years  that  it  is  now  really  a  new 
road,  and  unquestionably  one  of  the  very  best 
in  the  country.  Of  the  track  over  which  the 
trains  were  drawn  prior  to  1896,  there  is  very 
little  left  that  is  in  use.  In  this  huge  work  of 
reconstruction  from  one  end  of  the  system  to 
the  other  over  $100,006,000  have  already  been 
spent.  In  addition  there  is  much  work  being  done 
and  to  be  done  in  carrying  out  the  plans  of  the 
management. 

Between  Chicago  and  the  Alleghenies  the  rail¬ 
road  with  the  lowest  possible  grade  and  mini¬ 
mum  curvature  will  command  the  flow  of  the  two 
currents  of  traffic — coal  and  iron — from  the  re¬ 
gions  of  Pennsylvania  and  West  Virginia,  and 
grain,  provisions  and  cattle  seeking  the  eastern 
markets.  This  was  the  object  of  Mr.  Murray, 
now  the  president  of  the  road,  with  Mr.  Cowen, 
in  the  rehabilitation  of  the  property,  with  the  re¬ 
sult  of  now  having  grades  and  curves  that  firmly 
establish  the  road  as  ■  the  most  natural  route— 

‘  the  avenue  of  least  resistance” — for  the  move¬ 
ment  of  traffic  of  all  classes  between  the  Atlantic 
seaboard  and  the  gateway  of  the  west — Chicago. 

While  a  book  could  be  filled  in  enumerating  the 
improvements  that  have  been  made  in  detail,  it 
is  interesting  to  note  the  most  important  work. 
The  condensed  description  of  this  is  herewith 
given  by  divisions,  starting  from  Philadelphia ; 

Philadelphia  Division. 

Construction  of  fourteen  miles  of  new  passing 
sidings;  erection  of  block  signals  between  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  Baltimore,  ninety-six  miles ;  build¬ 
ing  of  a  pier  for  foreign  freight  on  the  Delaware 
river  front,  Philadelphia,  100x600  feet. 

Baltimore  Division. 

Enlarging  the  terminal  warehouse  at  Camden 
station,  Baltimore,  1000x50  feet,  and  eight  stories 
in  height;  building  a  large  coal  pier  at  Curtis 
bay  for  loading  coal  direct  from  cars  to  the  ves¬ 
sels,  with  a  capacity  of  fifty  tons  per  hour;  the 
erection  of  an  immense  two-story  immigrant 
pier  at  Locust  Point,  Baltimore,  796  feet  in 
length,  where  immigrants  are  landed  from  the 
North  German  Lloyd  steamships;  practical  re¬ 
construction  and  changing  the  old  main  line  be¬ 
tween  Relay  and  Washington  Junction,  to  cut 
out  curves  and  reduce  the  grade — there  are  four 
tunnels  on  the  line  with  an  aggregate  length  of 
a  little  over  3,000  feet;  construction  of  a  new 
line  near  Mount  Airy  eleven  miles  in  length,  with 
tunnel  2,757  feet  long;  reducing  grade  from  1J4 
per  cent  to  .85  per  cent.  This  new  line  is  used 
by  through  freight  trains,  the  old  being  operated 
for  passenger  and  local  freight  trains.  Building 
a  new  line  from  Washington  Junction  to  Adams- 
town,  five  miles  in  length  and  used  by  through 
freight  trains. 

Cumberland  Division. 

Construction  of  a  low-grade  line  from  Cherry 
Run  to  Hedgesville,  nine  and  one-half  miles, 
used  by  eastbound  freight  trains  in  lieu '  of  a 
freight  track ;  building  the  Patterson  Creek  & 
Potomac  railroad,  six  and  nine-tenths  miles  and 
double  tracked;  this  is  a  cut-off  line  that  saves 
eleven  miles  in  distance  and  808  degrees  of  curva¬ 
ture,  if  being  used  by  through  freight  trains ; 
building  the  South  Branch  line  to  Green  Spring 
Run,  five  miles,  and  cutting  down  the  grade  curv¬ 
ature  ;  building  a  new  roundhouse,  machine  shops, 
coaling  stations,  ash  pit,  etc.,  and  seventeen  miles 
of  yard  tracks  at  Keyser;  construction  of  third 
tracks  for  slow  moving  freight  trains  between 
various  points  on  the  division. 

Monongah  Division. 

New  roundhouse,  machine  shop,  coaling  sta¬ 
tions,  ash  pit,  etc.,  and  nineteen  miles  of  yard 
tracks  at  Fairmont;  building  of  Paw  Paw  rail¬ 
road  from  Buffalo  Creek  west  of  Fairmont  to 
Federal  Coal  Co.’s  plant,  eight  miles;  new  en¬ 
gine  house  at  Grafton ;  Cherry  extension  from 
mouth  of  forks  of  Cheriy  river,  nine  and  one- 


quarter  miles ;  Cranberry  b."anch  to  reach  tim¬ 
ber  land  of  Gauley  Lumber  Co.,  seven  miles ; 
Hacker’s  Run  branch,  four  and  seven-tenths 
miles,  to  connect  with  coal  fields;  extension  of 
line  to  Century  Coal  Co.’s  land,, nine  and  three- 
tenths  miles ;  Point  Pleasant,  Buckhannon  &  'I'y- 
gart’s  Valley  railroad,  between  Buckhannon  and 
Lemley  Junction,  twelve  and  one-half  miles. 

On  the  Wheeling  division  the  improvements 
are:  Bellaire  “Y”  connection;  viaduct  between 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  Benwood  bridge  and  Cleve¬ 
land,  Lorain  &  Wheeling  railway,  to  permit  run¬ 
ning  trains  direct  from  Benwood  to  Cleveland 
without  any  backing  in  or  shifting  movements. 

On  the  Connellsville  division  the  improvements 
are:  Second  track,  Hyndman  to  Sand  Patch, 
twenty  miles,  and  Garrett  to  Indian  Creek,  forty- 
five  miles,  including  low-grade  single-track  line 
Ijetween  confluence  and  east  end  of  Brook  tunnel, 
six  miles,  this  being  used  by  freight  trains ;  new 
roundhouse,  machine  shop,  coaling  station,  ash¬ 
pits,  etc.,  and  twenty-one  miles  of  yard  tracks  at 
Connellsville ;  Quemahoning  branch,  fifteen  miles ; 
Adamsburg  branch,  one  and  three-quarter  miles ; 
extension  of  Berlin  branch,  four  miles,  all  reach¬ 
ing  valuable  coal  property. 

Pittsburg  Division. 

New  roundhouse,  machine  shop,  coaling  station, 
ash  pit,  etc.,  four  and  one-half  mile.s  of  yard 
tracks  at  Glenwood,  Pa. ;  Andrews’  Run  line,  one 
and  one-quarter  miles ;  second  track  between 
Rand  and  Bruce,  five  and  one-half  miles ;  two 
large  tunnels  at  Whitehall  and  Thomas,  on  the 
Wheeling,  Pittsburg  &  Baltimore  branch  and 
changing  of  the  line  to  reduce  grades  and  elimi¬ 
nate  curves,  reducing  the  distance  nearly  two 
and  one-half  miles. 

On  the  New  Castle  division,  the  improvements 
made  are:  Nova  to  Chicago  Junction,  twenty- 
three  miles,  second  track  and  grade  reductions; 
new  roundhouse,  machine  shop,  coaling  station, 
ash  pit,  etc.,  eleven  miles  of  yard  tracks  at  New 
Castle  Junction. 

Cleveland  Division. 

New  coal  dock  at  Lorain  with  capacity  of  600 
tons  per  hour ;  new  roundhouse,  machine  shop, 
coaling  station,  ash  pit,  etc.,  and  seventeen  miles 
of  yard  tracks  at  Holloway;  new  cut-off  line 
from  Lester  to  Chippewa  Lake,  nearly  nine  miles, 
and  for  freight  service. 

On  the  Newark  division,  the  improvements 
made  are:  Second  track  from  Newark  to  Irwins, 
four  miles;  from  Bellaire  to  Junction  Switch, 
two  miles ;  extension  of  yard  tracks  at  Newark 
with  grade  reductions  all  along;  building  an 
e.xtension  from  Sayre,  Ohio,  to  coal  mines. 

On  the  Chicago  division,  the  following  bet¬ 
terments  have  been  made :  Second  track  from 
Chicago  Junction  to  Hamler,  seventy-one  miles; 
Alark  Centre  to  Auburn  Junction,  23J4  miles; 
Garrett  to  Avilla,  six  miles ;  Willow  Creek  to 
Wilson,  twelve  miles;  with  great  reductions  in 
grade.  Building  an  immense  grain  elevator  at 
South  Chicago;  commodious  yards  at  Chicago 
Junction,  Garrett  and  Wolf  Lake.  In  addition 
to  this  a  great  amount  of  work  has  been  done  in 
laying  passing  sidings  and  industrial  tracks,  the 
widening  of  tunnels  and  strengthening  of  bridges 
by  replacing  wooden  structures  by  stone  and 
steel  to  carry  heavy  locomotives  and  trains.  Two 
large  bridges  were  constructed  over  the  Ohio 
River,  one  at  Benwood  and  the  other  at  Parkers¬ 
burg. 

Improvements  in  Progress. 

Some  of  the  most  important  improvement  work 
now  in  progress,  and  which  is  nearly  completed, 
is  as  follows : 

On  the  Baltimore  division:  I'he  construction 
of  a  magnificent  general  office  building  at  the 
northwest  corner  of  Baltimore  and  Qiarles  streets 
— the  ‘‘hub”  of  Baltimore  cit}' — to  take  the  place 
of  the  old  one  that  was  destroyed  in  the  big 
fire  of  February  seventh  and  eighth,  1904.  'I'his 
building  will  be  thirteen  stories  in  height  and 
furnish  ample  accommodations  for  about  2,000 


officials  and  employes.  The  purchase  of  ground 
and  erection  of  the  building  will  cost  about 
$1,700,000.  Second  track  and  alignment  revision, 
■Metropolitan  branch,  Gaithersburg  to  German¬ 
town,  four  miles ;  Barnesville  to  Dickerson, 
three  miles ;  change  of  line  and  grade  between 
llollofields  and  Davis,  three  miles,  including  two 
tunnels,  1,000  feet  in  length  and  500  feet  in 
length;  new  roundhouses,  machine  shop,  coaling 
station,  ash  pit,  etc.,  and  three  miles  of  yard 
tracks  at  Riverside,  Baltimore. 

On  the  Washington  Terminal  I niprovcincnl : 
Consisting  of  rearrangement  of  tracks,  abolishing 
grade  crossings,  tunnel  under  Capital  hill,  new 
station  and  plaza.  The  station  will  be  used  by 
all  lines  entering  Washington.  The  Pennsylvania 
railroad  will  reach  it  from  the  north,  via  new 
Magruder  connection.  The  total  cost  of  this 
improvement  will  be  about  $16,000,000. 

On  the  Cumberland  division:  Third  tracks  for 
slow  freight  trains,  Baird  to  Hansrote,  six  miles; 
Orleans  Road  to  Great  Cacapon,  six  and  one- 
half  miles. 

On  the  Wheeling  division:  New  terminal,  in¬ 
cluding  passenger  station,  250x90  feet,  three 
stories  high,  at  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  second  track 
and  grade  reduction  between  Flushing  and  Fair- 
port  and  Barton  and  Bridgeport,  twenty  miles, 
including  large  yard  at  Bridgeport. 

On  the  Connellsville  diznsion:  Change  of  line 
and  new  bridge  over  Monongahela  river,  west  of 
Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  three  mile.s. 

On  the  Pittsburg  division:  'fhird  and  fourth 
tracks  between  Wheeling  Junction  and  McKees¬ 
port,  ten  miles,  including  commodious  yards  at 
Denniston  and  Demmler ;  also  yards  for  various 
industries  between  these  points.  Yard  tracks  at 
Smoky  Island,  Allegheny,  sixteen  miles. 

On  the  New  Castle  division:  Second  track, 
New  Castle  Junction  to  Struthers,  14  2-10  miles; 
third  track.  New  Castle  Junction  to  Mahoning- 
town,  one  mile;  reconstruction  T.  &  M.  R.  R. 
from  Haselton  through  Youngstown  and  vicinity 
to  avoid  grade  crossings  and  to  reduce  grade  to 
..3  per  cent  west  and  .37  per  cent  east,  8.52  miles ; 
Mahoning  Valley  Western  railway,  from  west¬ 
ern  terminus  of  T.  &  M.  R.  R.  to  Cuyahoga  Falls, 
43.18  miles.  This  line,  in  conjunction  with  T.  & 
M.,  forms  through  line  from  Haselton  to  Cuya¬ 
hoga  Falls,  a  distance  of  51.7  miles.  In  com¬ 
parison  with  the  old  line,  it  saves  six  miles  in 
distance;  over  seven  complete  circles  in  curva¬ 
ture  and  reduces  grades  from  .6  per  cent  to 
.3  per  cent  westbound  and  .37  per  cent  eastbound. 
Large  yards  at  Ohio  Junction  and  Haselton  will 
be  provided  to  handle  business  from  Carnegie  and 
Republic  Steel  companies,  respectively.  Con¬ 
nection  between  old  and  new  lines,  at  Girard. 
Ohio,  1.5  miles;  second  track  between  Sterling 
and  Nova,  twenty-six  miles,  including  change  of 
line  through  Lodi,  sixteen  miles,  to  obtain  a  .3 
per  cent  west  and  .37  per  cent  east  bound  grade. 
Vhen  this  improvement  is  completed  double  track 
will  extend  (except  through  Bakerstown  tunnel) 
from  Pittsburg  to  Hamler,  on  the  Chicago  di¬ 
vision,  a  distance  of  285  miles. 

On  the  Cleveland  Division:  Two  Sherzer  roll¬ 
ing  lift  bridges,  over  Cuyahoga  river,  at  Oeye- 
land;  round  house,  shop  facilities,  etc.,  at  Lorain, 
including  three  miles  additional  tracks. 

On  the  Newark  Division:  In  and  out  bound 
freight  houses,  with  office  connecting  both  with 
four  miles  of  tracks,  at  Columbus,  Ohio ;  new 
coaling  station,  ash  pits  and  three  miles  of  tracks 
at  Newark,  Ohio. 

On  the  Chieago  Diznsion:  Second  track  from 
.-Vvilla  to  Cromwell,  twenty  miles. 


Coal  Through  the  Soo. 

Coal  movement  through  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie 
canal  up  to  October  first  this  year  and  for  the 
corresponding  periods  in  1904  and  l‘.>03  is  as 


follows : 

rpoj.  ipoy.  lyos- 

Description.  .\et  tons.  \'et  tons.  Set  tons. 

.\nthr3citc  .  893,153  038, 4o9  662,804 

Hituniinous  . 4,042,688  3.208,38^t  4,190,459 


Totals  . 5.535.741  3,840.84>  4,859.203 


This  table  shows  that  anthracite  movement 
thus  far  this  season  has  been  24.345  tons  in 
excess  of  last  year,  but  230,349  tons  less  than  m 
1903.  Bituminous  movement  has  been  988.070  tons 
greater  than  in  1904  and  446,129  tons  less  than 
in  1903. 
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Proper  Advertising  for  The  Retailer 


There  is  one  feature  of  retail  advertising 
which  has  not  been  adojjted,  wliich  might  be  used 
witli  some  advantage  on  tlie  part  of  dealers 
handling  a  high-grade  coal. 

It  will  only  be  applicable  where  the  profit  is 
large  and  where  the  coal  merchant  has  the  ex¬ 
clusive  sale  of  any  description  of  coal  in  his  city 
or  town. 

Some  of  the  shipping  companies,  in  order  to 
guarantee  the  (ptality  of  their  product  and  to 
assure  the  retailer  that  he  obtains  his  coal  when 
he  purchases  it,  use  a  certificate  of  guarantee. 

These  certificates  contain  the  name  of  the  pur¬ 
chaser  and  are  issued  with  the  invoice  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  car  number. 

They  are  of  advantage  because  the  producing 
company  is  the  only  one  that  can  issue  them. 
The  dealer  in  coal  who  buys  this  guaranteed 


product  may  know  at  once,  if  no  certificate  is 
issued  to  him,  that  a  substitute  is  being  sold 
under  the  name  of  the  coal. 

Retailer  Can  Use  Certificate. 

We  reproduce  on  this  page  a  much  reduced 
copy  of  the  certificate  issued  by  the  Thacker  com¬ 
pany  in  connection  with  its  well-known  Thacker 
coal,  produced  in  the  splint  field  of  West  Vir¬ 
ginia.  The  reproduction  is  about  one-fourth  the 
size  of  the  original.  The  latter,  also,  is  printed 
in  colors,  which  can  not  be  reproduced  on  the 
etching  used  in  The  Black  Diamond,  owing  to 
the  inability  to  print  colors  on  the  reading  pages 
on  account  of  the  large  circulation.  This  certifi¬ 
cate  contains  a  blank  space  for  the  name  of  the 
purchaser,  the  car  number,  the  grade  of  coal  and 


the  date  of  purchase,  all  of  which  are  filled  out 
when  it  is  issued  to  the  purchaser. 

In  connection  with  the  retail  business  the  pro¬ 
gressive  dealer  who  is  handling  a  high  grade 
of  bituminous  product  could  adopt  the  same 
method  very  easily  and  at  slight  expense. 

Instead  of  using  the  car  number,  he  could  use 
the  number  of  the  order  for  this  coal,  and  the 
other  blanks  could  be  filled  out  as  in  the  whole¬ 
sale  trade. 

Such  a  guarantee  would  carry  a  great  deal  of 
weight  with  the  consumer. 

The  latter  would  understand,  w’hen  he  bought 
this  coal  and  the  certificate  was  issued,  that  the 
dealer  stood  back  of  it,  guaranteeing  its  quality, 
and  he  would  soon  become  accustomed  to  ex¬ 
pect  the  certificate  whenever  he  ordered  this  coal. 

This  w'ould  be  of  advantage  to  the  dealer  in 


more  ways  than  one.  If  other  dealers  in  the 
town  attempted  to  sell  a  coal  as  a  substitute, 
using  the  name  adopted  by  the  original  dealer 
in  this  product,  they  could  not  furnish  a  cer¬ 
tificate,  and  this  would  eliminate  a  kind  of  com¬ 
petition  which  is  decidedly  mean  to  meet.  For 
instance,  if  the  coal  merchant  is  purchasing  a 
superior  Indiana  product,  which  he  sells  as  the 
“I  X  L,”  and  issues  a  certificate  with  this,  he 
would  teach  his  customers  to  ask  for  it  and  the 
competition  on  coal  of  that  name  would  be  done 
away  with.  The  dealer  could  secure  a  wider 
margin  of  profit  and  would  come  nearer  to  con¬ 
trolling  his  sales  than  at  present. 

Another  feature  is  in  connection  with  the  ad¬ 
vertising  which  the  dealer  would  obtain  for  a 
high-grade  product. 

The  impression  on  the  mind  of  the  buyer  would 


be  that  this  coal  must  be  of  far  more  value  as  a 
fuel  than  a  product  in  connection  with  which  no 
certificate  was  issued.  He  would  reason  that  it 
must  be  a  more  valuable  coal,  or  the  coal  mer¬ 
chant  would  not  go  to  the  trouble  of  issuing 
such  a  certificate.  It  would  create  confidence  in 
the  mind  of  the  purchaser  which  would  make 
him  a  ready  customer  of  this  product,  and  in¬ 
directly  much  beneficial  advertising  would  result, 
because  the  householder  would  tell  his  friends 
all  about  it,  and  how  he  was  getting  superior 
coal,  better  in  quality  than  the  ordinary  product. 

Cost  of  Certificates  Slight. 

'Phe  cost  of  issuing  such  certificates  would  be 
comparatively  small  in  consideration  of  the 
benefits  that  would  result.  Devoid  of  color  work, 
which  necessarily  would  not  have  to  be  used,  a 
thousand  of  them  could  be  printed  for  a  sum 
less  than  $10.  To  make  them  more  formal  look¬ 
ing,  if  they  were  devoid  of  colors  a  huge  seal 
might  be  affixed  with  mucilage  and  stamped  with 
the  name  of  the  retailer,  a  small  die  or  stamp 
being  purchased  for  that  purpose. 

There  is  no  reason  why  this  scheme  should  be 
confined  merely  to  bituminous  coal.  If  a  dealer 
has  the  exclusive  agency  in  a  town  for  anthra¬ 
cite  product  or  a  cannel  coal,  he  might  apply  it 
in  connection  with  either  of  these. 

Wherever  it  is  used  in  connection  with  bitu¬ 
minous,  unless  the  merchant  has  the  exclusive 
agency  in  his  community  he  should  give  the  coal 
which  he  sells  under  the  certificate  a  name  which 
he  originates.  For  instance,  in  selling  a  Sullivan 
county  product  of  high  preparation  he  should  de¬ 
cide  on  a  name  to  call  this  coal,  so  if  he  does 
not  always  buy  it  from  one  shipping  company, 
but  purchases  some  coal  from  one  or  two  differ¬ 
ent  mines,  he  can  sell  it  as  his  product,  no  matter 
from  what  mine  it  comes. 

Gives  Coal  an  Individuality. 

This  will  give  his  coal  a  distinctive  individuality 
which  it  would  not  have  obtained  without  this 
method.  We  have  cited  Sullivan  county  coal  as 
an  instance  only.  This  general  rule  might  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  any  high-grade  West  Virginia,  Ohio, 
Pennsylvania,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa  or,  in  fact, 
any  bituminous  coals.  I  would  not  suggest  its 
use  in  connection  with  the  low-grade  steam  coals, 
because  the  quality  would  not  sustain  guarantee 
of  the  certificate. 

Best  results  can  be  secured  in  connection  with 
a  coal  which  contains  some  essential  qualities 
that  recommend  it. 

The  shipping  companies  that  use  certificates 
of  guarantee  do  not  do  so  in  order  to  increase 
their  price,  but  merely  as  a  protection  against 
substitution  of  other  coals  for  their  product.  If 
the  retail  merchant  used  this  plan  for  this  pur¬ 
pose  only  he  would  still  find  that  its  advantages 
would  more  than  pay  him  for  the  extra  trouble 
and  expense  it  caused  in  his  office. 

If  one  can  eliminate  undesirable  competition 
it  is  a  strong  factor  in  building  up  a  retail  busi¬ 
ness.  This  scheme  certainly  would  do  this,  and 
in  addition  its  value  from  an  advertising  stand¬ 
point  can  not  be  questioned. 

The  Ad  Ma.nager. 
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Little  Letters  from  the  Retail  Dealers. 


The  Black  Diamond  desires  that  retail  coal 
dealers  all  over  the  country  shall  have  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  expressing  their  opinions  freely  through 
these  columns,  with  reference  to  business  con¬ 
ditions,  reforms  in  business,  advanced  methods, 
or  on  any  subject  of  interest  to  this  department 
of  the  trade.  Questions  may  be  asked,  informa¬ 
tion  sought  and  any  subject  may  be  taken  up 
with  a  view  to  benefiting  the  writer  of  the  letter 
or  the  trade  in  general,  the  intention  being  that 
this  shall  be  an  open  forum  for  every  factor  in 
the  retail  business.  The  Black  Diamond  will 
appreciate  letters  mailed  to  this  department. 
Some  of  those  received  thus  far  are  as  follows; 

Outlook  Encouraging  in  Anderson. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Black  Diamond; 

Regarding  the  retail  business  in  our  locality, 
the  present  outlook  for  coal  is  very  bright.  Con¬ 
sumers  are  buying  earlier  this  season  than  for¬ 
merly.  The  reason  for  that  is  that  gas  is  getting 
short  with  us  and  people  are  forced  to  use  some¬ 


thing  for  fuel,  coal  being  cheaper.  I  can  not  see 
any  reason  why  this  should  not  be  the  best  sea¬ 
son  that  this  city  has  had  in  coal  since  the  gas 
boom.  Soft  coal  seems  to  outsell  anthracite  owing 
to  the  trade  not  having  the  experience  in  burning 
either,  but  I  find  year  after  year  an  increasing  de¬ 
mand  for  anthracite,  although  there  will  always 
be  a  greater  demand  for  the  bituminous  coal  owing 
to  the  cheapness  of  this  fuel. 

Old  Subscriber. 

Anderson,  Ind.,  October  14. 

Anderson,  Ind.,  was  one  of  the  points  where 
natural  gas  almost  put  the  local  retailers  out  of 
business  a  few  years  ago.  The  improvement  in 
trade  prospects  at  that  center  will  be  a  source  of 
encouragement  to  all  connected  with  the  industry. 
— (Editor.) 

Louisville  Consumers  Must  Buy  Coal. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Black  Diamond; 

We  can  very  readily  see  how  your  new  depart¬ 
ment  can  be  made  of  interest  to  retail  dealers. 


Our  experience  is,  consumers  have  been  a  little 
slow  this  season  in  laying  in  their  winter  supplies. 
Should  we  have  the  usual  amount  of  cold  weather 
during  the  winter  months  we  think  the  retail  de¬ 
mand  will  be  good.  The  consumption  of  anthra¬ 
cite  in  this  market  is  small — the  talk  of  a  strike 
in  the  anthracite  regions  does  not  affect  the  buy¬ 
ing  demand  here  at  all.  Very  truly, 

Byrne  &  Speed  Coal  Company, 

By  W.  A.  Jones,  Sec’y  and  Treas. 

Louisville,  Ky.,  Oct.  14. 

This  is  the  experience  of  the  entire  country. 
But  consumers  must  have  the  coal.  The  only 
fear  is  that  owing  to  their  delay  in  making  pur¬ 
chases  spme  may  not  always  be  able  to  secure 
deliveries  when  thev  require  the  product.  This  is 
not  true  with  the  Byrne  &  Speed  Coal  Co.,  be¬ 
cause  this  company  has  unexampled  facilities  for 
delivering  and  tonnage  that  may  be  required,  but 
elsewhere  such  troubles  may  be  experienced. — 
(Editor.) 
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Western  Retail  Motes. 

The  McLaughlin  Coal  Co.,  Butte,  Mont.,  has 
been  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $1,000. 

M.  R.  Haney  has  succeeded  the  Haney-Kelly 
Coal  Co.,  Dayton,  Ohio,  Mr.  Kelly  having  retired. 

The  coal  business  of  Walter  Bowman,  Man¬ 
kato,  Minn.,  has  been  purchased  by  S.  K.  Gran- 
nis. 

The  Banham  Coal  Co.,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  has 
increased  its  capital  stock  from  $5,000  to  $10,- 
000. 

The  E.  Gentry  Coal  &  Feed  Co.,  Indianapolis, 
Ind.,  has  been  dissolved,  E.  Gentry  continuing  the 
business. 

Driver  &  Bradt,  West  Bay  City,  Mich.,  have 
purchased  the  retail  coal,  wood  and  cement  busi¬ 
ness  of  J.  H.  Emery. 

The  contract  for  furnishing  coal  for  the  state- 
house  at  Lincoln,  Neb.,  hafe  been  awarded  to  the 
Whitebreast  Coal  Co.,  Omaha. 

The  coal  and  grain  business  of  H.  C.  Hart, 
Lincoln,  Neb.,  has  been  purchased  by  Lee  Hill 
and  C.  H.  Rundberg,  of  Ong,  Neb. 

I.  L.  Martin,  Dixon,  Ill.,  has  sold  his  coal 
business  to  York  Bros.,  who  are  already  located 
at  Dixon  in  the  cement  business. '' 

Local  retailers  have  advanced  the  price  of  In¬ 
diana  coal  at  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  forty  cents  a 
ton,  making  the  price  there  now  $2.60  delivered. 

The  firm  of  Prahl  Bros.,  coal  dealers  at  Spring- 
field,  Minn.,  has  been  dissolved  by  mutual  con¬ 
sent.  Albert  Prahl  will  continue  the  business. 

Robert  Starbeck  has  received  the  contract  for 
furnishing  the  coal  for  the  county  of  Chippewa, 
Minn.  His  bid  was  for  $5.90  per  ton  for  bitu¬ 
minous. 

A  large  coal  shed  is  being  erected  by  the  Hank- 
ley  Lumber  Co.,  Bowling  Green,  Ohio,  opposite 
the  Hickox-Mull  plant,  and  the  company  will  en¬ 
ter  the  retail  coal  business. 

William  Pilgrim,  for  many  years  a  leading  coal 
merchant  at  East  Liverpool,  Ohio,  and  president 
of  the  Enterprise  Coal  Co.,  died  recently  at  the 
age  of  seventy-three  years. 

Following  a  drop  of  fifty  cents  per  ton,  the 
price  of  bituminous  coal  at  Lincoln,  Ill.,  has 
again  been  reduced  twenty-five  cents.  That  makes 
the  price  $2.25  delivered. 

The  L.  Lampert  Lumber  Co.  has  been  awarded 
the  contract  for  supplying  the  power  house  at 
Lake  Benton,  Minn.,  with  twenty-five  tons  of 
Youghiogheny  coal  at  $5.95  a  ton. 

Warrants  have  been  sworn  out  for  the  arrest 
of  F.  W.  Lewis  and  C.  S.  Martin,  coal  merchants 
at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  It  is  alleged  they  have 
erected  buildings  without  a  city  license. 

The  Fowler  &  Wilson  Co.,  coal  dealers  at  Ot¬ 
tumwa,  Iowa,  has  opened  a  branch  office  in  the 
Central  office  building,  Davenport,  and  W.  C. 
Arthur  has  been  placed  in  charge  as  manager. 

The  Farmers’  Cooperative  Coal  Co.,  Luverne, 
Minn.,  was  awarded  the  contract  for  furnishing 
the  courthouse  and  jail  at  Luverne  with  a  win¬ 
ter  supply  of  coal.  The  bid  called  for  anthracite 
at  $9.50. 

W.  L.  Thomas  &  Sons,  Farmington,  Minn., 
have  opened  a  retail  coal  and  wood  yard  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  their  foundry.  A  car  of  bituminous  coal 
has  been  received  and  several  cars  of  anthracite 
are  reported  as  being  in  transit. 

On  account  of  the  car  shortage,  a  coal  famine 
is  predicted  by  the  coal  dealers  at  Anderson,  Ind. 
It  is  feared  that  not  only  Anderson,  but  every 
town  in  the  gas  belt  will  suffer  on  account  of  the 
shortage  of  railroad  equipment. 

J.  J.  Kilty  has  been  awarded  the  contract  for 
furnishing  the  engine  house  and  city  hospital  at 
Stillwater,  Minn.,  with  155  tons  of  coal.  Forty 
tons  of  anthracite  are  to  be  supplied  at  $8.40  a 
ton  and  the  balance  is  to  cost  $577.25. 

Bids  for  furnishing  coal  to  the  city  of  Detroit, 
Mich.,  were  declared  entirely  too  high  and  City 
Controller  Blades  was  requested  to  readvertise. 


The  lowest  bid  received  was  that  of  J.  Calvert’s 
Sons  at  $6.50  per  ton  for  anthracite. 

The  coal  and  wood  yard  of  O.  P.  Rosecrans, 
Detroit,  Mich.,  was  slightly  damaged  by  fire  re¬ 
cently,  The  origin  of  the  blaze  is  not  known, 
but  it  is  thought  it  started  in  the  feed  barn  of 
C.  Reuter,  next  door  to  the  coal  yard. 

Coal  sheds  are  being  erected  by  Peet  Bros., 
Anamosa,  Iowa,  between  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee 
&  St.  Paul  and  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  rail¬ 
way  tracks.  Besides  the  coai  business,  Peet  Bros, 
will  also  embark  in  the  lumber  business  later  on. 

H.  Lilly,  Springfield,  Ohio,  was  recently  ar¬ 
rested  on  a  warrant  sworn  out  by  A.  Beal,  a 
coal  merchant  of  that  city,  in  \fhich  he  charges 
Lilly  with  having  stolen  1,950'  pounds  of  Hock¬ 
ing  Valley  coal.  The  value  of  the  stolen  coal  is 
$2.93. 

Coal  dealers  at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  report  the 
fall  trade  opening  up  well  except  for  the  shortage 
of  cars.  Cars  are  being  used  to  haul  the  grain 
crop  of  the  northwest,  which  is  heavier  than  ever 
before,  and  also  for  the  greatly  increased  lumber 
traffic. 

The  coal  dealers  at  Muncie,  Ind.,  fear  a  famine 
of  bituminous  coal  in  the  near  future.  Several 
thousand  tons  are  in  storage,  but  it  is  impos¬ 
sible  to  increase  the  supply  on  account  of  the 
car  shortage,  and  the  amount  in  storage  will  not 
last  long. 

The  contract  for  furnishing  the  city  of  Ma¬ 
rion,  Ind.,  with  coal  has  been  awarded  to  the  Van- 
dalia  Coal  Co.  The  price  of  the  coal  is  subject 
to  the  existing  freight  rate  from  the  mine  to  the 
town,  and  any  increase  in  the  rate  must  be  added 
to  the  cost. 

J.  A.  Gmeinder  has  been  awarded  the  con¬ 
tract  for  furnishing  the  school  district  of  Maple- 
ton,  Minn.,  with  seventy-five  tons  of  coal  this 
coming  winter.  The  best  grade  of  screened 
Hocking  is  to  be  furnished  and  the  consideration 
is  $5.25  per  ton. 

The  leading  coal  dealers  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  are 
being  prosecuted  by  Prosecutor  Hunt,  as  it  is 
alleged  that  a  combine  has  been  formed  between 
them  for  the  purpose  of  advancing  the  price  of 
anthracite.  The  dealers  deny  all  knowledge  of 
any  combination. 

Patrick  Tynan  and  Edward  Palmer  have 
started  a  retail  coal  and  wood  business  at  Jack- 
son,  Mich.  The  building  which  they  occupy  was 
formerly  used  for  a  cold  storage  plant  and  has 
been  remodeled  and  made  into  a  modern  three- 
story  business  building. 

The  coal  and  wood  firm  of  J.  L.  Morrison  & 
Co.,  Dodgeville,  Wis.,  has  been  changed  to  Morri¬ 
son  &  Hadden.  Mr.  Hughes,  the  former  partner 
of  Mr.  Morrison,  has  other  business  interests 
which  take  most  of  his  time  and  is  unable  to 
give  the  proper  attention  to  the  coal  business. 

The  coal  season  has  now  opened  at  Minneapo¬ 
lis,  Minn.,  but,  as  nearly  every  teamster  in  the 
city  is  at  present  employed  by  the  city  and  large 
contractors  for  more  pay  than  the  scale,  it  is 
impossible  to  get  coal  delivered.  There  will  be 
no  relief  on  the  question  of  the  delivery  for  at 
least  six  weeks  to  come. 

The  coal  and  lumber  yard  of  J.  H.  Queal  &  Co., 
Comfrey,  Minn.,  was  partially  destroyed  by  fire 
recently.  Half  of  the  lumber  in  the  yard,  $500 
worth  of  coal  and  the  coal  shed  and  two  box 
cars  which  were  in  the  yard  were  destroyed.  The 
origin  of  the  fire  is  not  known,  but  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  to  have  been  started  by  tramps. 

The  contract  for  furnishing  the  schools  at 
Waterloo,  Iowa,  with  coal  this  winter  is  to  be 
divided  between  W.  A.  Bryant  &  Sons  Co.  and 
the  Crystal  Ice  Co.  The  contract  calls  for  Illi¬ 
nois  lump  at  $3.25  a  ton.  The  contract  for  fur¬ 
nishing  the  city  coal  was  awarded  to  Frank 
Shores  at  $3.40  a  ton  for  Big  Muddy  coal,  wagon 
delivery. 

large  reserve  pile  of  bituminous  coal,  the 
property  of  James  Pickands  &  Co.,  Marquette, 
-Mich.,  consisting  of  12,000  tons,  is  burning  near 
the  center  of  the  pile.  It  is  estimated  that  over 
2,000  tons  of  coal  will  have  to  be  removed  before 
the  flames  can  be  reached.  Gases  and  smoke  are 
greatly  hampering  the  firemen  in  extinguishing 
the  flames. 


Eastern  Retail  Motes. 

W.  H.  Jackson,  a  coal  and  wood  dealer  at  Bos¬ 
ton,  Mass.,  has  filed  a  petition  in  bankruptcy,  with 
liabilities  estimated  at  $12,486. 

The  W.  V.  Emery  Lumber  Co.,  Williamsport, 
Pa.,  will  open  an  extensive  coal  yard  on  the  site 
formerly  occupied  by  the  Keystone  Wood  Co. 

Charles  C.  West  will  build  a  large  coal  pocket 
at  once  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.  The  contract  for 
the  building  has  been  awarded  to  A.  F.  Chapman 
&  Co. 

The  G.  F.  Frost  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Boston,  Mass.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $25,000. 
The  incorporators  are  G.  F.  Frost,  R.  W.  Frost, 
P.  G.  Frost  and  L.  S.  Blakeslee. 

E.  P.  Aspinwall,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  has  filed  plans 
with  the  bureau  of  building  for  a  coal  trestle  at 
the  northeast  corner  of  Broadway  and  the  New 
York  Central  tracks.  The  trestle  is  to  cost  $7,000. 

The  Donaghmore  coal  yard  at  Lebanon,  Pa., 
has  been  sold  to  Erb  &  Craumer,  men’s  furnishers. 
The  coal  business  will  be  run  in  connection  with 
their  store,  with  offices  at  the  store,  777  Cumber¬ 
land  street,  and  also  at  the  yards. 

Bids  were  recently  received  for  furnishing  coal 
to  the  fire  department  at  Rensselaer,  N.  Y.  All 
the  bids  received  were  at  $6.50  a  ton.  The  board 
will  hold  another  meeting  to  reconsider  the  mat¬ 
ter  and  will  most  probably  advertise  for  new 
bids. 

The  coal  and  grain  business  of  Z.  Gingrich, 
West  Jonestown,  Pa.,  has  been  purchased  by  J. 
Boeshore,  a  well-known  business  man  of  Monroe 
Valley,  Pa.  Mr.  Boeshore  will  personally  conduct 
the  business  at  the  present  location  and  will  take 
charge  April  first. 

C.  W.  Fletcher,  manager  for  the  M.  A.  May¬ 
nard  Coal  Co.,  Springfield,  Mass.,  died  recently 
at  his  home,  90  Andrew  street,  in  that  city,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-one  years.  He  had  been  ill  for 
several  weeks,  but  his  death  came  suddenly  and 
was  due  to  heart  failure. 

Over  valuation  of  the  stock  of  the  Hartford 
Charcoal  Co.,  Hartford,  Conn.,  is  the  allegation 
made  by  the  receiver,  who  commenced  an  action 
recently  against  J.  H.  Goodrich  and  G.  W.  Ben¬ 
jamin,  chief  stockholders,  which  he  says  is  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  money  to  pay  creditors. 

The  most  modern  coal  bins  in  the  city  of  York, 
Pa.,  have  been  completed  by  Frey  Bros.  The  bins 
are  built  high  enough  from  the  ground  so  that  a 
wagon  can  be  driven  under  them  and  loaded  by 
lifting  a  bar  from  the  chute.  Inside  tracks  are 
laid  so  that  cars  can  be  run  into  the  shed  and 
dumped  with  the  least  possible  labor. 

Southern  Retail  Notes. 

The  Ivy  Ice  &  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Austin,  Tex.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $8,900. 

The  Sardis  Lumber,  Coal  &  Ice  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Jackson,  Miss.,  with  a  capital  of 
$25,000.  The  incorporators  are  D.  L.  Rush,  A.  P. 
Temple  and  others. 

Coal  wheelers  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  threaten 
to  go  on  strike  unless  their  pay  is  advanced  to 
forty  cents  an  hour.  The  contract  under  which 
they  have  been  working  for  the  last  year  expired 
the  last  of  September,  and  as  yet  no  new  contract 
has  been  made. 

The  O.  K.  Transfer  Co.,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla., 
has  made  arrangements  to  do  a  retail  coal  busi¬ 
ness  in  connection  with  its  hauling.  This  will 
mean  a  strong,  competition  in  the  local  trade,  and 
the  coal  dealers  there  have  organized  a  hauling 
company,  which  will  give  the  O.  K.  company 
competition  in  the  latter  business. 

William  Thomas  James,  son  of  the  wealthy 
Thomas  James,  retired  member  of  the  firm  of 
Dugan  &  James,  coal  dealers  at  Louisville,  Ky., 
died  recently  at  the  age  of  thirty-four  years.  For 
several  years  the  deceased  had  been  engaged  in 
the  coal  and  lumber  business  at  Lexington,  Okla., 
retiring  to  accept  the  position  of  president  of  the 
First  National  bank  at  Lexington. 
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Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  J\[otes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

The  Consumers’  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Bluefield,  W.  Va.,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$10,000. 

The  South  Sharon  coking  plant  at  South  Sha¬ 
ron,  Pa.,  which  has  been  purchased  by  the  United 
States  Steel  Corporation,  is  to  be  improved  to  the 
extent  of  $200,000. 

A  tract  of  2,.‘500  acres  in  Tremont  township, 
near  Pottsville,  Pa.,  has  been  purchased  by  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.  from  the  Consolidated 
Real  Estate  company. 

The  Washington  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  pur¬ 
chased  162  acres  of  land  in  Perry  township.  Pa., 
for  $20,000.  The  former  owners  of  the  land  were 
W.  H.  Warner  and  others  of  Cleveland. 

The  Harris-Smith  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Uniontown,  Pa.,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $10,000.  The  incorporators  are  W.  R. 
Harris,  L.  H.  Smith  and  John  R.  Carothers. 

The  Bessemer  Coke  Co.  has  purchased  the 
Mack  farm  in  Nicholson  township.  Pa.,  the  con¬ 
sideration  being  $100,000.  The  property  contains 
a  little  over  136  acres  and  was  sold  by  Mrs.  Han¬ 
nah  Mack. 

Sixty  acres  of  land,  containing  more  than  75,- 
000,000  tons  of  coal,  have  been  purchased  from  a 
number  of  Scranton  capitalists  by  the-  Schuylkill 
Coal  &  Iron  Co.  This  land  is  made  up  of  several 
tracts  in  Schuylkill  county.  Pa. 

Pittsburg  and  New  Castle  capitalists  are  about 
to  form  a  $2,000,000  corporation  at  New  Castle, 
Pa.,  for  the  purpose  of  developing  the  limestone 
and  coal  lands  along  the  Allegheny  &  Western 
railroad.  The  coal  deposits  on  the  property  are 
of  great  value. 

Incorporation  papers  have  been  filed  at  Fred¬ 
ericton,  New  Brunswick,  by  the  New  Brunswick 
Coal  Co.,  Limited.  The  capital  stock  of  the  com¬ 
pany  is  $25,000,  and  the  incorporators  are  G.  Mc- 
Avity,  C.  N.  Skinner,  A.  I.  Trueman,  A.  P.  Barn¬ 
hill  and  James  Barnes. 

The  Evan  Run  Coal  Co.  has  been  organized  at 
Stoyestown,  Pa.,  to  operate  2,000  acres  of  land 


in  that  region.  A  railroad  two  and  one-half  miles 
long  will  have  to  be  built,  but  as  the  property  is 
one  of  the  most  valuable  in  the  Somerset  field, 
development  work  will  be  commenced  at  once. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  capital  stock  of  the  Hartman  Coal  Co., 
Coshocton,  Ohio,  has  been  increased  from  $1,000,- 
000  to  $1,500,000. 

Fifty  new  coke  ovens,  a  number  of  miners’ 
houses  and  new  store  buildings  are  being  built 
by  the  Old  Colony  Coal  Co.  at  a  cost  of  $100,000 
at  Ligonicr,  Pa.,  and  Moundsville,  W.  Va. 

Foreign  coal  exports  from  Baltimore  during 
September  amounted  to  26,715  tons,  as  against 
5,540  tons  for  the  corresponding  month  in  1904. 
The  value  of  the  coal  exported  was  $76,140. 

Work  in  connection  with  the  new  breaker  of 
the  Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.  at  Audenreid, 
Pa.,  is  nearly  completed,  but  it  is  not  definitely 
known  when  the  breaker  will  begin  operations. 

Five  thousand  dollars  have  been  donated  by  J. 
E.  Watson,  the  well-known  coal  operator  of  West 
Virginia,  toward  the  erection  of  a  Young  Men’s 
Christian  Association  building  at  Fairmont, 
W.  Va. 

The  coal  and  timber  land  near  Uniontown, 
Fayette  county.  Pa.,  belonging  to  James  W.  Drape 
&  Co.,  has  been  sold  for  $40,000.  The  name  of 
the  buyer  is  withheld,  but  the  land  is  to  be  de¬ 
veloped  at  once. 

Operations  are  to  be  resumed  at  the  Dexter 
coke  plant,  near  Scottdale,  Pa.,  after  a  shutdown 
of  two  months.  Improvements,  including  the 
erection  of  a  new  tipple,  have  been  made  at  the 
plant  in  the  meantime. 

The  output  of  the  Dominion  Coal  Co.,  Glace 
Bay,  N.  S.,  for  the  month  of  September  was  322,- 
288  tons,  and  the  shipments  for  the  same  month 
were  299,403  tons.  The  output  shows  an  increase 
of  46,554  tons  over  September  last  year. 

A  seam  of  coal  has  been  struck  at  the  Acadia 
Coal  Co.’s  mines,  Stellarton,  N.  S.,  at  a  depth 
of  1,050  feet.  Twenty-five  feet  of  the  seam  has 


been  passed  through,  and  there  is  nothing  as  yet 
to  indicate  that  the  bottom  has  been  reached. 

On  account  of  the  failure  of  the  Phillipi  Coal 
Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  to  fulfill  a  contract  with 
the  Virginia  &  Pittsburg  Coal  Co.,  the  latter  has 
secured  a  verdict  for  $16,479.  The  defense  was 
inability  to  secure  sufficient  cars  to  make  the  ship¬ 
ments. 

On  account  of  the  scarcity  of  cars  the  West 
Newton  shaft,  one  of  the  greatest  mines  in  the 
vicinity  of  McKeesport,  Pa.,  is  to  be  shut  down. 
The  mine  generally  employs  from  300  to  400 
men,  and  the  suspension  is  a  serious  matter  to 
many  of  them. 

The  mines  owned  by  the  Melrose  Coal  Co.,  on 
the  Valley  road  near  Mosgrove,  Pa.,  will  shortly 
resume  operations  after  a  shutdown  of  several 
months.  Miners  in  the  vicinity  are  scarce,  and  a 
number  are  needed  by  the  company  in  order  to 
fully  equip  its  plant. 

Five  hundred  of  the  employes  of  the  Dodson 
Coal  Co.,  Shenandoah,  Pa.,  who  tied  up  the  oper¬ 
ations  of  the  Morea  colliery  recently  by  going 
out  on  strike,  have  now  resumed  their  work,  all 
the  grievances  of  the  miners  having  been  adjudi¬ 
cated  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

A  new  breaker,  to  take  the  place  of  that  which 
was  recently  destroyed  by  fire,  is  being  erected 
by  the  Pine  Hill  Coal  Co.  at  Minersville,  Pa. 
The  foundation  as  well  as  the  columns  are  to  be 
of  concrete,  and  when  completed  the  breaker  will 
have  a  capacity  of  600  tons  per  day. 

Commissioner  C.  P.  Neill  states  in  his  report 
for  the  month  of  September  that  the  price  of 
coal  larger  than  pea  was  $4.76  per  ton  at  or  near 
New  York.  As  a  result  the  miners  in  the  anthra¬ 
cite  region  are  entitled  to  an  increase  of  five  per 
cent  over  the  basing  rate  of  wages  fixed  by  the 
strike  commission. 

John  Veith,  Pottsville,  Pa.,  retired  general  min¬ 
ing  superintendent  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading 
Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  died  recently  from  a  stroke  of 
apoplexy.  Mr.  Veith  came  to  this  country  from 
Germany  in  1850.  and  worked  his  wav  up  from  a 
miner  to  general  superintendent,  which  place  he 
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held  until  December  last,  when  he  was  retired  on 
full  pay. 


45,523  tons  as  against  41,664  tons  for  the  same 
month  last  year. 


Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 


The  Cerro  de  Pasco  Mining  Co.  has  completed 
negotiations  for  the  erection  of  a  seventy-oven 
coke  plant  at  Cerro  de  Pasco,  Peru.  The  com¬ 
pany  is  composed  of  New  York  and  Pittsburg 
capitalists,  and  the  coke  will  be  used  in  the  gold 
and  silver  smelters.  The  ovens  will  be  the  first 
beehive  coke  ovens  ever  erected  in  Peru. 

The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad,  in  an  effort  to 
relieve  the  increasing  car  shortage  along  its  line, 
recently  issued  an  order  to  the  Lake  Shore  road 
that  it  will  not  load  any  more  cars  with  coal  for 
points  on  that  road  until  1,000  empties  are  re¬ 
turned.  The  cars  have  been  retained  for  more 
than  thirty  days,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  Lake 
Shore  road  will  act  promptly. 

Five  additional  mine  inspectors  in  Pennsylvania 
will  be  appointed  January  first.  This  will  make 
the  number  of  inspectors  in  the  state  twenty  in¬ 
stead  of  fifteen.  James  E.  Roderick,  chief  of  the 
state  department  of  mines,  held  an  important  con¬ 
ference  recently  in  the  office  of  Mine  Inspector 
M.  J.  Brennan,  in  the  Pennsylvania  Bank  build¬ 
ing,  at  Pottsville  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the 
sub]'  ect. 

The  tower  artd  back  brace  of  the  Dickson 
breaker  of  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  company  on 
East  Market  street,  Scranton,  Pa.,  was  totally 
wrecked  recently  by  a  car  loaded  with  coal,  which 
caught  in  the  guides  in  the  tower  near  the  top, 
and  then,  becoming  loose,  shot  down  the  pit,  tear¬ 
ing  away  everything  in  its  path.  The  accident 
will  deprive  over  500  men  and  boys  of  work  for 
over  a  month. 

Seattle  Shipments  Increase. 

Coal  shipments  from  Seattle,  Wash.,  for  the 
year  to  September  first,  amounted  to  294,956  tons, 
as  compared  with  270,972  tons  for  the  corres¬ 
ponding  period  a  year  ago,  an  increase  of  23,984 
tons.  Shipments  for  the  month  of  August  were 


Car-Ferry  Coal  Movement. 

The  car-ferry  movement  of  coal  across  lake 
Michigan  as  indicated  by  the  shipments  from 
terminals  at  eastern  ports  on  this  body  of  water 
to  September  first  of  this  year  were  as  follows : 


Anthracite.  Bituminous. 


Port. 

Frankfort  . 

Cons. 

T  ons. 
134,168 
99,888 
18,965 
269,717 

Fairport  . 

Grand  Haven  . 

Ludington  . 

Totals  . 

522,738 

These  figures  may  show  some  slight  deviation 
from  the  actual  car-ferry  movement,  but  are  as 
accurate  as  any  that  can  be  obtained. 


Literary  Notes. 

William  Barclay  Parsons,  member  of  the  Isthmian  Ca¬ 
nal  Commission  of  1904-1905  and  of  the  Board  of  Con¬ 
sulting  Engineers,  and  a  civil  engineer  of  high  repute, 
has  prepared  for  the  November  Century  a  comprehensive 
account  of  the  enterprise,  discussing  the  most  pressing 
problems  of  construction  and  their  solution,  the  control 
of  the  American  government,  work  already  accomplished, 
the  claims  of  sea-levels  and  locks,  Culebra  cut,  recent 
changes  in  conditions,  and  many  other  matters  of  inter¬ 
est. 

In  his  book,  “Government  Regulation  of  Railway 
Rates,”  which  has  just  appeared  under  the  imprint  of 
the  Macmillan  Co.,  Prof.  Hugo  R.  Meyer  points  out  a 
distinction  between  the  administration  of  railway  sys¬ 
tems  in  Europe  and  America  which  has  often  appealed  to 
those  who  have  had  occasion  to  transact  railway  busi¬ 
ness  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic.  To  quote  Professor 
Meyer’s  own  words:  “In  continental  Europe  the  regu¬ 
lation  of  railway  rates  by  public  authority  has  reduced 
the  railway  manager  largely  to  a  man  who  sits  in  his 
office  and  orders  his  subordinates  to  run  trains  back  and 
forth.  In  America  the  absence  of  restriction  upon  the 
railway  manager — beyond  that  imposed  by  the  common 
law — has  allowed  the  American  railway  manager  to  be¬ 
come  the  most  powerful  single  factor  in  our  national  life 
for  the  discovery  and  the  development  of  the  resources  of 
our  country,  and  the  promotion  of  trade  and  industry. 
To  promote  the  settlement  of  vast  stretches  of  unoccu¬ 
pied  lands,  and  to  find  ever  new  resources  to  develop 
(Continued  on  page  42) 


New  Southern  Enterprises. 

A  new  coal  mine  has  been  opened  at  Rockwood, 
Tenn.,  by  William  Bledsoe. 

The  Southern  Fuel  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Dallas,  Texas,  with  $40,000  capital  stock. 

The  Western  States  Fuel  Co.,  Oklahoma  City, 
Okla.,  was  incorporated  recently  with  a  capital  of 
$50,000  by  S.  P.  Render,  John  W.  Mosier  and  H. 
Hedrick. 

The  Franklin  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  with  an  authorized  capital 
of  $50,000.  The  incorporators  are  S.  V.  Carter, 
H.  S.  Harris,  R.  S.  Young,  C.  H.  Smith  and  H.  B. 
Lindsay. 

The  Chasta  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  by  F.  B.  Cooley  Sr.,  F.  B. 
Cooley  Jr.,  James  F.  Cooley,  S.  Brown  and  Alex¬ 
ander  Allen.  The  capital  stock  of  the  company 
is  $15,000. 

The  Alabama-Louisiana  Coal  Co.,  which  was  in¬ 
corporated  recently  at  Russellville,  Ala.,  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $200,000,  has  acquired  3,320  acres 
of  land  in  Franklin  county,  and  the  initial  output 
is  expected  to  be  400  tons  daily. 

Incorporation  papers  have  been  filed  at  Daw¬ 
son,  Ky.,  by  the  Dawson  Coal,  Coke  &  Railroad 
Co.,  with  a  capital  of  $500,000.  The  company 
has  also  purchased  the  Charleston  coal  field  near 
Dawson  Springs,  and  is  contemplating  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  a  similar  coal  field  in  Alabama. 

General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Campania  Comercial  Pan-Americana,  a  coal 
company  of  Mexico  City,  Mex.,  has  increased  its 
capital  stock  from  $100,000  to  $500,000. 

The  Domestic  Coal  Co.,  of  Nashville,  Tenn., 
has  been  granted  an  amended  charter  for  the  pur- 
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pose  of  increasing  its  capital  stock  from  $30,000 
to  $75,000. 

The  Seaboard  Coal  &  Timber  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  with  a  capital  of  $60,- 
000.  The  incorporators  are  C.  W.  Tebault,  E.  R. 
Kingsley  and  P.  L.  Grasty. 

The  International  Coal  Co.  has  purchased  the 
interest  of  the  Big  Square  Coal  Co.  at  Rockdale, 
Texas,  consisting  of  93  acres  of  coal  land  and  a 
mining  outfit.  The  consideration  was  $13,500. 

The  200  homes  and  the  hotel,  which  made  up 
the  coal  mining  town  of  Big  Creek,  W.  Va.,  were 
leveled  to  the  ground  recently  by  a  general  fire. 
The  Stone  Branch  Coal  Co.  sustained  two-thirds 
of  the  loss. 

Firemen  on  the  Mexican  Central  railroad  went 
on  a  strike  recently,  demanding  more  pay,  Ala¬ 
bama  coal  for  fuel  and  helpers.  The  company  has 
conceded  the  advance  in  pay  and  the  helpers,  but 
says  that  Alabama  coal  is  too  expensive. 

The  United  States  court  of  appeals  at  Cincin¬ 
nati  has  required  the  estate  of  I.  B.  Mernam, 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  to  pay  to  the  creditors  of 
Thos.  Merriam,  deceased,  $75,000,  which  was  real¬ 
ized  from  the  sale  of  coal  lands  lying  in  Cumber¬ 
land  county,  Tenn. 

J.  S.  Burrows,  J.  W.  Gross  and  W.  J.  Von 
Burress  of  the  United  States  Geological  Survey 
are  having  about  a  hundred  tons  of  coal  shipped 
from  Crab  Orchard,  Va.,  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where 
it  is  to  be  analyzed.  The  coal  is  from  the  land  of 
the  Interstate  Investment  Co. 

Three-fourths  of  the  miners  at  Wheatcroft, 
Ky.,  went  out  on  strike  recently  and  the  cause  of 
the  trouble  seems  to  be  a  mystery,  as  everything 
has  been  running  very  smoothly  between  the 
miners  and  employers.  The  mines  are  owned  by 
the  West  Kentucky  Coal  Co. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  segregated  coal  area  of 
the  Choctaw  nation  would  bring  $10,000,000  if 
sold  for  $25.00  an  acre,  the  price  fixed  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  tribe.  The  Chickasaw  legislature  has 


resumed  its  session  and  will  devote  considerable 
time  to  framing  an  act  for  the  disposal  of  the 
lands. 

The  Ida  Rose  Mining  Co.  has  been  organized 
by  L.  W.  Johns  and  T.  Y.  Huffman  at  Odenville, 
Ala.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $50,000.  The  com¬ 
pany  has  about  500  acres  of  land  in  the  upper 
Cahaba  coal  fields,  and  a  mine  is  to  be  opened  at 
which  a  mining  town  will  be  built  at  once. 


Tonnage  at  Milwaukee. 

Coal  receipts  at  Milwaukee  for  September  and 
for  the  year  to  October  first,  as  compared  with 
1904  and  1903  are  as  follows: 

September —  1904- 

Tons.  Tons. 

Anthracite  . 126,561  90,100 

Bituminouii  . 218,931  200,641 

Totals  . 340,492  290,641 


Developments  have  been  started  in  the  new 
Brush  Creek  coal  fields  in  Tennessee  by  the  Ben- 
nctt-Jellico  Coal  Co.,  a  $50,000  corporation,  and  it 
is  expected  that  1,000  tons  will  be  mined  daily.  A 
railroad  line  is  under  construction  to  the  com¬ 
pany’s  plant,  which  is  located  one  mile  from  Bar- 
boursville,  Ky. 

The  $2,000,000  first  mortgage,  twenty-five  year 
sinking  fund  five  per  cent  bonds  tif  the  West 
Kentucky  Coal  Co.  have  been  purchased  by  the 
firms  of  Spencer  Trask  &  Co.,  F.  S.  Smithers  & 
Co.  and  Francis  Bros.  &  Co.  of  New  York.  Part 
of  the  issue  is  now  being  offered  at  95  and  in¬ 
terest  to  net  5.35  per  cent. 

Peoria  Coal  Tonnage. 

The  tonnage  of  coal  arriving  and  shipped  from 
Peoria,  Ill.,  as  prepared  by  the  bureau  of  sta¬ 
tistics  of  the  department  of  commerce  and  labor 
at  Washington  is  shown  in  the  following  tables : 

FOR  FIVE  WEEKS  TO  SEPTEMBER  2. 

looi-  1904.  1905. 


Tons.  Tons.  Tons. 

lieceipts  . 101,248  102,889  124, Oio 

Shipments  .  73,772  76,248  77,821 

FOR  YEAR  TO  SEPTEMBER  2. 

igoS.  1904’  ^905’ 

Tons,  Tons.  Tons. 

Receipts  .  689,219  645,689  867,421 

Shipments  .  457,531  444,739  487,061 


Most  of  this  tonnage  is  bituminous,  although 
there  is  a  nominal  movement  of  anthracite 
through  that  city  as  a  gateway,  which,  however, 
is  a  small  percentage  of  the  whole. 


Receipts  for  the  year  to  October  first,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  two  preceding  seasons  covering 
the  same  period  were  as  follows : 

1903.  1904.  1905- 


Tons.  Tons.  Tons. 

Anthracite  .  714,091  540,604  575,552 

Bituminous  .  981,623  860,669  1,139,713 


Totals  . 1,695,714  1,401,173  1,715,265 


Total  receipts  at  Milwaukee  for  the  year  are 
314,092  tons  in  excess  of  last  year  and  19,551 
tons  greater  than  in  1903. 

Literary  ^^otes. 

(Continued  from  page  41) 

within  the  territory  already  occupied,  has  for  half  a  cen¬ 
tury  been  the  main  business  of  the  American  railway 
manager.  The  imagination  displayed  by  the  American 
railway  manager  in  discovering  potentialities  of  industry 
and  trade,  and  in  converting  those  potmtialities  into 
actualties,  has  been  equal  to  the  highest  flights  of  imag¬ 
ination  of  the  great  inventors  and  scientists;  while  the 
boldness  with  which  he  has  sought  to  realize  his  ‘visions’ 
has  rivaled  that  of  the  great  soldiers  and  statesmen." 

The  new  subscriber  to  The  Youth's  Companion  for  1906 
who  at  once  sends  the  subscription  price,  $1.75,  will  re¬ 
ceive  free  all  the  remaining  issues  of  the  paper  for  1905. 
These  issues  will  contain  nearly  fifty  complete  storie^ 
besides  the  opening  chapters  of  Grace  S.  Richmond’s 
serial,  “The  Churchills’  Latch-String,”  a  sequel  to  her 
story  of  “The  Second  Violin,”  which  appeared  in  the 
early  weeks  of  this  year.  Madame  Sembrich  will^^  con¬ 
tribute  an  article  on  “Sovereigns  I  Have  Sung  To,”  and 
there  will  be  three  stories  by  May  Roberts  Dark  under  the 
title,  “Tales  of  a  Pawnee  Hero.”  These  will  give  a  fore¬ 
taste  of  the  good  things  in  store  for  1906,  full  illus¬ 
trated  announcement  of  which  will  be  sent  to  any  address 
free  with  sample  copies  of  the  paper.  New  subscribers 
will  also  receive  a  gift  of  The  Companion's  “Minute- 
men”  Calendar  for  1900,  lithographed  in  twelve  colors 
and  gold.  The  Youth's  Companion,  144  Berkeley  street, 
Boston,  Mass. 
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General  Review 

When  The  Black  Diamond  predicted  a  bullish  market  on  coal 
the  early  part  of  September  there  were  doubtless  some  in  the  trade 
who  did  not  anticipate  that  there  would  be  such  a  remarkable  change 
within  such  a  short  period  of  time.  This  applies  particularly  to  some 
retail  dealers  in  coal  who  did  not  take  steps  to  replenish  their  stocks 
or  to  put  them  on  such  a  basis  that  they  could  even  meet  the  early 
fall  demand.  The  predictions  made  by  this  publication  at  that  time 
have  been  more  than  verified.  Dealers  who  gave  them  the  attention 
which  they  merited  will  be  in  a  position  to  make  a  large  additional 
profit  on  the  tonnage  of  coal  which  they  bought  while  transportation 
was  better  than  it  is  at  present,  while  buyers  generally  intrenched 
their  position  by  taking  in  coal  in  anticipation  of  a  stringency  in 
the  supply  due  to  the  shortage  in  railroad  equipment  and  inability 
to  get  the  coal  through  to  point  of  consumption  after  it  was  bought. 

Taking  all  the  pertinent  market  features  into  consideration,  there 
never  was  a  time,  unless  it  was  during  some  strike  year,  when  coal 
occupied  a  stronger  position  than  it  does  at  the  present  moment. 
Thus  far  the  consumption  for  domestic  purposes  has  not  been  heavy, 
owing  to  the  generally  mild  weather.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  October  has 
been  a  very  mild  month  comparatively.  Except  for  a  little  smat¬ 
tering  of  snow  here  and  there,  and  a  few  chilly  days,  the  average 
householder  has  had  little  warning  that  winter  was  at  hand.  In 
spite  of  the  fact  that  consumption  for  household  and  domestic  pur¬ 
poses  has  not  been  large,  there  is  a  shortage  of  coal  in  practically 
every  market  in  the  country.  This  shortage  was  induced  by  the 
inability  of  the  railroads  to  cope  with  the  large  tonnage  of  freight 
which  they  were  called  upon  to  move.  And  in  this  respect  very 
little  blame  can  attach  to  the  railroads  from  a  coal  standpoint.  Every 
important  buyer  had  ample  warning  of  what  was  in  store  long  before 
the  car  shortage  developed.  He  was  advised  with  and  pleaded  with 
to  take  in  tonnage  while  he  could  get  it.  His  negligence  in  failing 
to  do  so  has  made  the  transportation  situation  much  worse  than  it 
otherwise  would  be.  If  he  is  obliged  to  pay  fancy  prices  for  coal  from 
this  time  forward  it  will  be  his  own  fault.  The  assurance  of  large 
crops,  the  general  commercial  and  industrial  prosperity  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  the  activity  of  the  iron  andsteel  trade  were  all  intimations  that 
transportation  difficulties  would  ensue  and  that  low-grade  freight 
would  suffer  seriously  in  consequence.  Except  where  there  has  been 
mismanagement  in  the  operation  of  railroad  properties,  and  such 
cases  are  comparatively  few,  the  railroads  are  not  to  blame  for  pres¬ 
ent  conditions,  because  they  endeavored  by  every  possible  precau¬ 
tionary  measure  to  get  as  much  tonnage  forward  before  the  stringency 
commenced.  They  warned  their  shippers  to  move  all  freight  they 
could  prior  to  September  and  October.  They  did  more  than  this. 
They  placed  orders  for  additional  equipment  more  than  a  year  ago, 
and  the  car  and  locomotive  factories  have  been  operating  at  their 
full  capacity  on  these  orders  ever  since  in  an  effort  to  supply  the  equip¬ 
ment  that  was  necessary.  In  addition  operating  officials  prepared 
for  the  coming  emergency  by  increasing  the  storage  capacity  of  their 
freight  yards,  by  opening  new  yards  and  by  making  many  other 
physical  betterments.  The  railroads  planned  a  campaign  a  year  ago 
in  anticipation  of  just  such  conditions  as  we  are  experiencing  at 
present,  and  if  a  buyer  of  coal  is  in  bad  shape  as  to  supply  it  is 
either  because  of  a  lack  of  judgment  on  his  part  or  due  to  the  fact 
that  he  did  not  heed  the  warnings  which  were  sent  to  him  as  to  what 
might  be  expected. 

Outlook  Indicates  Worse  Transportation  Conditions. 

With  November  at  hand  there  is  much  casting  around  on  the 
part  of  producers  of  coal  and  railroad  officials  in  touch  with  coal 
transportation  to  ascertain  what  the  immediate  future  holds  in 
store.  The  consensus  of  opinion  seems  to  be  that  transportation 
conditions  will  be  worse  next  month  than  this.  The  strain  on  the 
equipment  of  railroads  for  the  past  sixty  days  has  been  terrific. 
Motive  power  during  this  period  has  been  in  good  shape,  but  it  can 
not  stand  the  continued  heavy  demands  made  upon  it,  particularly  if 
there  are  heavy  snow  storms  or  frosty  weather  occurs.  Many  of  the 
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locomotives  now  in  service  should  be  in  the  repair  shops  because  of 
their  condition.  It  will  not  be  long  until  some  of  this  equipment  will 
be  absolutely  unfit  for  service.  Then,  in  addition  to  a  shortage  of 
cars,  there  will  be  a  lack  of  motive  power.  This  outlook  as  to  the 
future  is  not  guesswork,  nor  are  these  ideas  advanced  with  a  view  to 
creating  a  general  alarm.  They  have  been  expressed  by  prominent 
railroad  officials  who  are  closely  in  touch  with  conditions  and  who 
have  even  volunteered  the  additional  information  that  if  the  volume 
of  traffic  on  some  of  the  American  roads  does  not  diminish  shortly 
some  lines  would  have  difficulty  in  operating  their  passenger  trains, 
let  alone  their  freight  equipment. 

Should  Place  Orders  in  Advance  of  Demand. 

Buyers  of  coal  should  take  heed  from  this  warning.  They  should 
place  ample  orders  ahead  of  their  requirements,  allowing  for  delays 
of  from  two  to  four  weeks  in  the  movement  of  coal  from  the  mines, 
if  they  desire  to  occupy  the  best  position.  The  bu3'er  who  waits  until 
he  is  nearly  out  before  ordering  his  coal  will  find  that  he  will  be 
entirely  out  before  it  reaches  him,  and  that  the  newspapers  will, 
sooner  or  later,  be  reporting  famine  conditions  in  his  town. 

In  the  anthracite  trade  car  shortage  at  the  collieries  is  the  lead¬ 
ing  feature  in  both  the  eastern  and  the  western  demand.  For  in¬ 
stance,  one  large  eompany  which  ordinarily  loads  150  cars  of  coal  in 
box  cars  at  its  mines  has  been  averaging  from  ten  to  fifteen  cars 
daily  during  the  week,  not  because  the  coal  could  not  be  produced, 
but  because  cars  of  all  descriptions  were  short  and  none  could  be 
obtained.  This  reduction  in  the  amount  of  coal  being  forwarded  in 
one  instance  probably  has  been  duplicated  in  numberless  others.  It 
is  a  well  known  fact  that  the  anthracite  collieries  are  all  working  on 
less  than  normal  time  because  of  a  lack  of  cars.  If  equipment  could 
be  obtained  they  would  be  producing  up  to  the  maximum  point,  there 
being  a  present  demand  for  all  the  coal  that  can  be  produced.  In 
the  tidewater  trade  gondolas  and  other  equipment  are  in  better  sup¬ 
ply,  but  in  the  territory  supplied  from  tide  distributing  points  there 
continues  to  be  a  call  for  more  coal  than  can  be  forwarded.  The 
Atlantic  coastwise  barge  service  is  fully  employed  and  the  larger 
centers  of  population  are  taking  all  the  coal  which  can  be  forwarded 
to  them,  while  shoalwater  and  ice-making  ports  are  clamoring  for 
more  tonnage  than  available  facilities  will  permit  to  be  forwarded. 
In  the  eastern  all-rail  trade  only  enough  coal  is  moving  forward  on 
the  main  line  roads  to  supply  the  demand,  while  on  foreign  roads  the 
tonnage  is  inadequate  to  fill  orders  in  hand.  Shipping  companies 
have  all  the  orders  they  can  take  care  of,  even  if  there  was  a  normal 
production,  but  with  the  output  curtailed  they  are  beginning  to  worry 
over  the  future.  Steam  sizes  are  very  short  and  coal  is  being  with¬ 
drawn  from  storage  to  meet  the  demand  for  this  product.  In  the 
western  trade,  tonnage  shipped  lake  and  rail  from  Buffalo  and  the 
collieries  is  much  reduced  as  a  eonsequence  of  lack  of  vessels  offering 
and  the  shortage  of  cars  to  move  it  from  the  collieries  to  the  loading 
ports.  In  the  western  all-rail  trade  a  serious  shortage  is  developing 
on  chestnut  and  egg  is  not  in  large  supply. 

The  bituminous  trade  in  all  parts  of  the  country  is  undergoing  a 
boom,  with  prices  advancing  and  supplies  inadequate  to  fill  orders 
already  in  hand.  In  consequence  of  these  conditions  the  market  is 
taking  on  a  speculative  tinge  at  some  points,  where  buyers  are  bidding 
against  each  other  to  secure  spot  supplies.  Bun-of-mine  steam 
grades  sold  in  the  eastern  markets  are  held  at  $1.25  and  $1.50  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine,  the  highest  price  which  has  ruled  in  several  j’ears.  In  the 
western  markets  nearly  all  the  large  interests  will  make  substantial 
advances  in  their  selling  prices  next  Wednesday.  All  common  grades 
of  coal  on  western  docks  will  be  advanced  twenty  cents  a  ton,  while 
smokeless  will  be  advanced  twenty-five  cents  a  ton.  All-rail  coals 
produced  in  the  great  central  bituminous  bolt  will  take  an  advance 
of  from  ten  to  twenty-five  cents  a  ton,  but  price  is  not  as  much  of  a 
factor  as  it  was  a  few  weeks  ago.  The  proposition  now  is  to  get  the 
coal  and  the  largest  tonnage  is  moving  from  those  fields  where  trans¬ 
portation  facilities  are  the  best. 
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The  direct  fruits  of  the  great  car  shortage  that 
has  prevailed  during  the  past  month  are  being 
felt  in,  all  branches  of  the  coal  trade.  The  sup¬ 
ply  of  all-rail  anthracite  is  inadequate  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  trade,  while  the  bitu¬ 
minous  market  is  taking  on  speculative  features, 
the  like  of  which  have  not  been  experienced 
since  the  winter  of  1902-1903,  following  the  an¬ 
thracite  strike.  Spot  coal  of  nearly  all  descrip¬ 
tions  is  at  a  premium  in  the  Chicago  inarKet  to¬ 
day,  particularly  in  the  domestic  sizes  and  grades. 
Dealers  are  sending  in  orders,  both  by  telegraph 
and  letters,  and  are  demanding  coal  at  once.  Iowa 
dealers,  who  seem  to  be  always  the  last  to  wake 
up,  are  getting  very  active,  and  at  many  points 
where  lethargy  has  prevailed  throughout  the  sum¬ 
mer  they  are  demanding  coal  and  asking  for  it 
at  once.  In  some  instances  they  are  extremely 
impatient  after  shipments  have  been  made,  and 
there  are  delays  on  the  part  of  the  railroads  in 
getting  the  coal  forward.  'I'here  is  reason  why 
Iowa  and  other  western  dealers  should  begin  to 
be  active  and  aggressive  in  demanding  coal.  In 
many  instances  their  storage  capacity  is  limited 
and  the  stock  on  hand  would  not  last  a  week  if 
a  storm  came  or  demand  were  urgent. 

One  saving  feature  of  the  situation  from  the 
standpoint  of  dealers  who  have  not  stored  coal 
heretofore  is  the  continuance  of  mild  weather  for 
the  past  fortnight.  Chilly  weather,  such  as  is 
sometimes  experienced  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
might  have  found  retail  coal  merchants  with  poor 
stocks,  which  would  be  absorbed  as  readily  as 
the  coal  could  be  hauled  out,  and  suffering  would 
have  followed,  due  to  a  lack  of  fuel.  It  is  dan¬ 
gerous  from  a  retail  standpoint,  however,  to  con¬ 
tinue  without  a  fair  stock  of  coal  on  hand.  Every 
conservative  coal  shipper  in  the  country  who  is 
in  touch  with  railroad  conditions  predicts  that 
the  car  supply  will  be  worse  before  it  is  better 
and  that  November  will  be  a  most  strenuous 
month  in  this  respect. 

Prospects  Indicate  Higher  Prices. 

If  premiums  are  being  offered  for  domestic  spot 
product  at  this  time,  it  is  assured  that  prices 
will  be  very  much  higher  before  the  end  of  an¬ 
other  thirty  days.  When  buyers  of  coal  begin  to 
bid  against  each  other  to  get  the  product  it  does 
not  take  very  long  to  force  selling  figures  to  a 
range  out  of  all  proportion  to  that  which  prevailed 
previous  to  this  buying  competition.  Thus  far 
premiums  offered  for  spot  coal  have  not  ranged 
more  than  ten  or  fifteen  cents  above  the  full  cir¬ 
cular  price,  but  this  is  only  the  beginning.  Thirty 
days’  continuance  of  these  conditions,  with  more 
favorable  weather  for  the  consumption  of  fuel, 
will  force  prices  much  higher. 

There  will  be  many  advances  in  the  prices  of 
coal  on  the  first  of  the  month.  One  of  the  most 
important  of  these  will  be  in  connection  with  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  sold  over  the  docks  on  Lakes  Michi¬ 
gan  and  Superior.  On  common  grades  of  do¬ 
mestic  coal,  such  as  Hocking,  Kanawha  splint, 
Fairmont,  Youghiogheny  and  No.  8,  there  will  be 
an  advance  of  twenty  cents  a  ton,  making  the 
selling  price  f.  o.  b.  the  docks  $3.50  for  lump 
product.  Run-of-pile  will  advance  in  a  like 
amount,  while  screenings  will  be  held  on  the 
same  basis  as  at  present.  Smokeless  run-of-pile 
and  screened  lump  and  egg  will  be  advanced 
twenty-five  cents  a  ton  on  the  first,  making  the 
dock  price  $5.50  for  screened  lump  and  egg  loaded 
on  cars. 

Many  Advances  Are  in  Prospect. 

No  decision  has  been  reached  as  to  all-rail 
Hocking,  but  it  is  not  expected  there  will  be  any 
advance,  although  the  market  would  sustain  it. 
Production  is  short  of  demand,  but  producing 
companies  prefer  to  follow  a  conservative  policy 
in  the  all-rail  trade.  Smokeless  run-of-mine  is 
likely  to  be  advanced  from  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
to  $1.50,  or  $3.55  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  In  the  present 
state  of  the  western  all-rail  market  probably  this 
advance  could  be  maintained  quite  easily. 
Screened  lump  and  egg  will  remain  stationary  for 
a  time  at  least. 

In  western  coals  there  is  talk  of  an  advance 
of  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  on  the  domestic  grades 


of  Carterville,  Sullivan  county,  Linton  and  Brazil 
block.  In  all  probability  this  advance  will  be  put 
in  effect  by  most  of  the  producing  companies.  It 
is  understood  that  No.  1  washed  will  be  advanced 
from  $1.85  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  in  Illinois  to  $2.25, 
or  forty  cents  a  ton.  Nominal  advances  may  be 
made  in  the  circular  prices  on  run-of-mine  coal 
from  the  principal  producing  regions  in  the  west, 
but  these  will  not  always  be  maintained  unless 
the  market  improves.  Screenings  will  show  im¬ 
provement,  but  it  is  not  expected  it  will  be  as  wide 
as  in  the  other  grades. 

The  car  supply  continues  to  be  very  bad  in 
practically  all  of  the  bituminous  producing  fields. 
Out  of  the  New  River  and  Kanawha  splint  dis¬ 
trict  there  has  been  no  change  from  a  week  ago, 
except  that  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  is  planning 
to  load  some  screened  lump  and  egg  smokeless 
coal  in  box  cars.  For  the  past  two  months  open 
equipment  has  been  used,  but  owing  to  the  move¬ 
ment  of  grain  to  tide  box  cars  are  slightly  more 
plentiful  and  a  limited  tonnage  will  be' loaded  dur¬ 
ing  the  coming  week,  which  will  be  increased  as 
rapidly  as  the  facilities  will  permit.  There  is 
a  shortage  of  cars  along  the  Norfolk  &  Western 
for  western  lake  loading,  although  all-rail  deliver¬ 
ies  hold  to  about  the  same  basis  as  a  week  ago, 
being  inadequate  to  meet  the  demand. 

The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  road  is  making  every 
effort  to  improve  its  service,  but  thus  far  has 
not  succeeded  to  any  great  extent.  An  investiga¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  officials'  of  this  road,  it  is 
claimed,  revealed  that  15,000  cars  were  on  foreign 
roads  in  the  west,  and  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  is 
making  strenuous  efforts  to  secure  the  return 
of  this  equipment  to  its  own  rails.  If  it  can 
accomplish  this  it  will  help  the  situation  material¬ 
ly.  At  present  car  supply  for  western  movement 
does  not  average  over  thirty-five  to  fifty  per  cent 
of  the  normal  needs  of  the  coal  operators  along 
this  road. 

Car  Supply  Continues  Very  Short. 

Out  of  the  Pittsburg  district  there  is  a  great 
shortage  of  cars  for  lake  movement  and  in  the 
western  all-rail  trade.  In  the  Hocking  valley  field 
it  is  reported  that  the  supply  of  cars  is  so  bad 
that  it  can  not  be  any  worse.  Mines  are  running 
one  or  two  days  a  week,  and  the  production  is  far 
short  of  the  volume  of  orders  booked  by  opera¬ 
tors. 

Indiana  is  looming  up  with  the  worst  car  short¬ 
age  and  transportation  situation  in  the  history  of 
coal  production  in  that  state.  One  large  company 
in  the  Suhivan  county  field  produced  twenty-five 
cars  of  coal  on  Tuesday,  although  it  has  a  num¬ 
ber  of  mines,  from  any  one  of  which  it  can  pro¬ 
duce  that  tonnage  of  coal  and  more.  On  Wednes¬ 
day  this  company  had  twenty-seven  empty  cars  to 
load.  This  is  a  reduction  in  the  output  of  the 
company  of  about  ninety  per  cent.  This  may  be 
an  extreme  case,  but  in  few  cases  will  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  any  of  the  mines  be  more  than  thirty 
per  cent  this  week.  Operations  in  the  Linton 
field  worked  part  of  two  days  the  early  part  of 
the  week  and  do  not  expect  to  produce  any  more 
coal  until  Monday.  In  Illinois  the  situation  is 
nearly  as  bad,  with  the  exception  of  the  third- 
vein  field,  where  car  supply  is  better  on  some  of 
the  roads.  Outside  of  the  northern  field,  output 
will  not  be  over  fifty  per  cent  of  the  capacity, 
while  in  the  Carterviile  district  about  two  days 
were  worked  this  week.  Iowa  is  also  suffering 
from  a  shortage  of  cars.  At  the  Milwaukee  docks 
empty  cattle  and  stock  cars  are  being  provided  for 
loading  purposes,  owing  to  the  shortage  of  other 
equipment.  Docks  at  Chicago  are  receiving  a  fair 
number  of  cars,  and  at  Duluth  and  Superior 
movement  is  said  to  be  fair,  cars  loaded  with 
grain  for  lake  shipment  being  available  for  the 
return  trip. 

Western  Anthracite  Demand  More  Active. 

In  the  western  anthracite  trade  the  market  is 
showing  more  activity  than  has  characterized  it 
any  time  for  eight  months  or  longer.  Shipping 
companies  are  having  a  much  better  run  of  or¬ 
ders  and  a  shortage  is  developing  on  some  of  the 
prepared  sizes.  This  particularly  is  true  with 
reference  to  chestnut  coal.  Nearly  all  the  com¬ 
panies,  with  one  exception,  are  short  of  this  size 


and  are  requiring  customers  to  take  other  descrip¬ 
tions  when  they  accept  chestnut  orders.  Some 
shortage  in  the  supply  of  egg  coal  has  also  de¬ 
veloped  with  some  of  the  companies,  but  it  is 
not  as  universal  as  with  chestnut.  Stove  seems 
to  be  in  ample  supply  with  all  the  larger  shipping 
companies.  Demand  is  developing  from  all  terri¬ 
tory,  including  the  larger  cities  and  the  far  west, 
both  of  which  have  been  more  or  less  stagnant 
heretofore  during  the  season.  Iowa  and  Ne¬ 
braska  dealers  are  calling  for  rail  coal,  which  is 
not  always  available,  and  docks  report  a  large 
volume  of  business  coming  by  mail  and  through 
the  regular  channels  from  those  states. 

Car  Supply  a  Bad  Feature. 

The  car  supply  for  western  all-rail  movement  in 
the  producing  regions  is  still  far  short  of  the  re¬ 
quirements.  One  large  company,  which  generally 
receives  an  average  of  100  cars  of  coal  all-rail 
each  day,  is  obtaining  about  ten  cars  now.  Other 
shipping  companies  are  suffering  in  their  receipts 
in  comparison.  Gondola  cars  continue  to  be  used 
for  movement  from  the  collieries  and  west  of 
Buffalo  where  dealers  have  facilities  for  unloading 
this  class  of  equipment.  In  fact,  all  kinds  of  cars 
are  in  demand  and  have  been  pressed  into  service. 

The  movement  of  coal  to  dock  points,  lake  and 
rail,  is  also  being  interrupted  seriously  and  shows 
a  falling  off  in  tonnage.  The  great  lake  storm 
the  latter  part  of  last  week  made  boats  timid 
about  accepting  cargoes  at  this  time  of  the  year, 
and  there  have  not  been  as  many  offering  at 
Buffalo.  The  high  rates  for  gram  east-bound 
also  make  this  a  more  profitable  cargo,  and  some 
boats  are  returning  up  the  lakes  light  in  order 
to  haul  as  much  grain  as  possible  while  the  rates 
continue  favorable. 

Fairmont  Coal  Shows  Stronger  Tone. 

In  the  western  market  on  spot  bituminous  coals 
prices  rule  very  firm  on  all  domestic  descriptions 
from  all  fields.  The  smokeless  market  continues 
to  be  on  a  very  strong  basis.  Screened  lump  and 
egg  is  in  active  demand  on  the  basis  of  $2.25 
f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or  $4.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  for 
the  standard  descriptions.  Some  Ocean  srnokeless 
has  been  sold  as  high  as  $4.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  dur¬ 
ing  the  week.  Run-of-mine  continues  to  be  much 
short  of  the  demand,  and  spot  coal  sells  frequent¬ 
ly  at  a  premium  of  five  cents  over  the  circular 
price.  Standard  grades  of  Pocahontas  or  New 
River  are  quoted  at  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 
$3.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Some  of  this  coal,  where 
it  was  urgently  needed,  has  sold  on  the  spot  as 
high  as  $3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  while  George’s 
Creek  has  sold  at  $3.40@3.45  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
It  is  expected  that  the  price  of  run-of-mine 
standard  grades  will  advance  to  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  on  the  first,  or  to  $3.55  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Movement  from  the  mines  at  present  is  only  about 
sufficient  to  meet  contract  requirements  of  the 
shipping  companies  and  spot  product  is  very  diflS- 
cult  to  obtain. 

Fairmont  coal  has  strengthened  visibly  in  the 
Chicago  market,  owing  to  the  absence  of  sup¬ 
plies.  Spot  three-quarter  coal  has  sold  during 
the  past  week  on  the  basis  of  $1.20  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine,  or  $3.10  f.  o.  b.  this  city.  Current  quota¬ 
tions  on  coal  to  be  shipped  from  the  mines  are  on 
the  basis  of  $1.10@1.20  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  where 
producing  companies  have  any  free  coal  to  offer. 
Domestic  product  is  quoted  at  $1.60@1.65  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $3.50@3.55  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Youghiogheny  coal  is  not  offered  freely  on  the 
open  market,  most  of  the  tonnage  coming  in  this 
direction  at  present  being  applied  on  contracts. 
Three-quarter  coal  is  quoted  at  $1.15@1.25  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $3.05@3.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Western  Coals  To  Be  Advanced- 

Owing  to  the  shortage  of  cars  in  the  Hocking 
valley  field,  the  tonnage  of  domestic  coal  moving 
all-rail  is  short  of  the  demand  and  most  of  the 
producing  companies  have  piled  up  a  large  number 
of  orders  which  are  being  filled  in  the  order  in 
tvhich  they  are  received.  Receipts  of  this  coal  the 
present  week  comparatively  are  light,  and  orders 
have  accumulated  with  shipping  companies. 

In  connection  with  the  leading  Indiana  coals, 
the  lack  of  facilities  on  the  Chicago  &  Eastern 
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Illinois  to  move  this  tonnage  has  resulted  in  a 
partial  paralysis,  of  the  trade  in  that  field.  Coal 
is  much  short  of  the  supply  and  most  of  the 
companies  \vho  have  obligated  themselves  are 
dodging  new  business  until  they  clean  up  that  al¬ 
ready  on  their  books.  Sullivan  county  lump  and 
egg  for  domestic  use  are  held  very  firm  on  the 
basis  of  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.30  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  leading  pro¬ 
ducing  companies  to  advance  the  price  twenty- 
five  cents  on  the  first  of  the  month,  or  to  the 
basis  of  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.55  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago,  for  both  descriptions.  Inch  and  a  quar¬ 
ter  lump  is  held  on  the  basis  of  $1.25@1.35  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine,  or  $2.05@2.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Run- 
of-mine  coal  is  not  held  so  firmly,  but  is  quoted 
on  the  basis  of  $1.00@1.15  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  on 
new  business,  or  $1.80@1.95  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Some  of  this  grade  of  coal  has  sold  during  the 
week  as  high  as  $1.95@2.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Lin¬ 
ton  coal  holds  to  about  the  same  comparative  basis 
as  Sullivan  county,  although  no  announcement 
has  been  made  as  to  prospective  price  changes  on 
November  first.  Brazil  block  coal  will  also  be 
advanced  November  first  twenty-five  cents  a  ton, 
or  to  the  basis  of  $2.20  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.00 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  for  coal  loaded  in  open  cars. 


Screenings  from  the  Sullivan  county  and  Linton 
field  continue  to  rule  very  weak  in  the  Chicago 
market  and  are  offered  on  the  basis  of  35@50c 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.15@1.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago 
Clinton  run-of-mine  coal  is  held  at  $1.00@1.05 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.70@1.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago, 
although  very  little  cheap  coal  is  available,  owing 
to  the  congestion  on  the  main  carrying  road. 

Carterville  coal  will  also  be  advanced  on  the 
first  to  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  lump,  or  to  the 
basis  of  $2.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Egg  coal  will 
rule  at  $1.65  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.65  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  No.  1  washed  coal  will  be  advanced  to 
$2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago, 
although  it  is  not  probable  the 'latter  figure  will 
always  be  maintained  in  the  Chicago  trade,  al¬ 
though  it  probably  will  be  to  points  outside  of 
this  city.  Screenings  from  this  field  are  very 
weak  and  rule  low.  Orders  for  domestic  lump 
and  egg  and  the  better  grades  of  washed  coal 
are  in  excess  of  the  production  at  the  moment. 

Springfield  grades  of  coal  continue  firm.  Do¬ 
mestic  lump  is  quoted  this  week  on  the  basis  of 
$1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2  25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Egg  is  held  on  a  corresponding  basis.  Run-of- 
mine  coal  is  quoted  at  $1.00@1.10  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine,  or  $1.75@1.85  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Screenings 


from  this  field  are  weak  and  in  heavy  supply. 
Trenton  sootless  coal  has  advanced  to  $2.10  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine.  Northern  Illinois  coals  hold  to  the  same 
basis  as  prevailed  the  early  part  of  the  month. 
No  further  advance  is  expected  with  the  advent 
of  November. 

Coke  Market  Is  Much  Higher. 

The  coke  market  has  developed  very  strong 
tendencies.  The  price  of  the  Connellsville  prod¬ 
uct  has  shown  an  advance  in  the  Chicago  market 
during  the  week  amounting  to  twenty-five  cents 
a  ton.  Present  quotations  on  seventy-two  hour 
foundry  from  this  field  are  on  the  basis  of  $3.40(f$ 
3.50  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens,  or  $6.05@6.15  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago.  Furnace  coke  is  also  held  around  $3.00 
f.  o.  b.  the  ovens.  Pocahontas  and  New  River 
high  grade  cokes  are  quoted  at  $5.90@6.00  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Southern  coke  is  quoted  at  $5.65'^5.90 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Demand  is  very  active  for  all 
descriptions  and  particularly  the  poorer  grades, 
which  are  not  available  at  any  comparative  price, 
apparently.  The  outlook  indicates  that  the  mar¬ 
ket  will  be  maintained  on  a  firm  basis  at  pres¬ 
ent  or  at  higher  prices  until  after  the  turn  of 
the  year. 


Market  Conditions  and  Trade  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Oct.  26. 

The  only  feature  in  the  coal  trade  of  this  dis¬ 
trict  is  the  continued  and  increasing  shortage  of 
cars.  It  is  about  the  only  topic  discussed  by  the 
coal  men  and  their  customers.  The  demand  for 
coal  is  excellent.  There  is  no  complaint  about 
prices,  either  from  the  persons  who  sell  coal  or 
from  those  who  buy  it.  The  whole  trouble  with 
the  coal  business  at  present  is  lack  of  cars. 

The  foregoing,  of  course,  does  not  apply  to  the 
river  dealers,  who  have  just  had  their  ample  but 
rapidly  diminishing  stocks  largely  augmented  by 
an  immense  shipment  of  coal  from  headwaters, 
both  at  Pittsburg  and  the  Kanawha.  These  lucky 
shippers  do  not  have  to  worry  about  cars  except 
for  that  part  of  their  business  in  which  they 
load  river  coal  for  shipment  west  and  north.  In 
this  they,  too,  suffer  from  the  same  general  short¬ 
age  of  transportation  equipment.  But  as  the  bulk 
of  their  business  is  simply  elevating  coal  from 
barges  in  the  river  and  delivering  it  in  wagons 
to  their  customers,  they  do  not  come  into  close 
relation  with  the  great  bugaboo  of  the  trade. 
The  advent  of  several  hundred  thousand  tons  of 
river  coal  during  the  week  caused  scarcely  a  ripple 
of  excitement  in  the  general  market.  Most  of 
the  coal  is  owned  by  large  concerns  which  mine 
it,  transport  it  to  market  and  then  retail  it  to 
consumers  so  that  it  cuts  very  little  figure  as  to 
prices  or  influence  on  prices.  Before  the  receipt 
of  the  present  lot  of  river  coal,  nut  and  slack 
afloat  in  barges  was  getting  rather  scarce,  and 
there  likely  would  have  been  an  advance  in  the 
price  of  this  grade  of  fuel  before  long,  but  with 
the  present  stock  former  prices  are  now  practical¬ 
ly  guaranteed  for  some  time  to  come.  Pittsburg 
nut  and  slack  is  worth  5@5l4c  a  bushel,  lump 
coal  ranges  at  7@7I^c,  while  Kanawha  prices  are 
about  the  same.  These  prices  will  stand  now, 
probably,  until  there  is  another  run  of  coal  from 
headwaters.  Rail  coal  men,  in  comparing  these 
prices  with  their  own,  must  not  forget  that  it 
takes  money  to  hold  barges  and  coal  boats  in 
harbors,  and  that  river  prices  are  always  for.  coal 
afloat  and  not  for  coal  elevated  and  loaded  on 
cars  or  wagons.  These  charges,  of  which  rail 
shippers  are  ignorant,  amount  to  a  considerable 
sum,  approximating  twenty-five  cents  a  ton. 

Rail  Coal  Has  Advanced. 

Prices  for  rail  coal  are  even  higher  than  they 
were  last  week.  Pocahontas  and  New  River 
lump  and  egg  are  eagerly  sought  at  $2.25  a  ton 
at  the  mines,  and  War  Eagle  smokeless  lump  has 
been  advanced  to  $2.25.  The  producers  of  this 
last  grade  of  coal  report  that  they  have  already 
made  sales  at  $2.25  and  that  this  is  now  a  fair 
price  for  their  lump  and  egg.  War  Eagle  nut  is 
$1.50  and  run-of-mine  $1.25  a  ton  at  the  mines. 
Standard  splint  lump  is  worth  $1.60  and  sales 
have  been  made  as  high  as  $1.75  for  inch  and  a 


half  coal.  Nut  and  slack  is  now  almost  as 
scarce  as  lump,  and  the  market  is  firm  at  a 
minimum  of  sixty  cents  a  ton  at  the  mines,,  with 
some  sales  as  high  as  seventy-five  cents. 

The  retail  market  is  not  quite  as  strong  as  it 
was  last  week  on  account  of  the  heavy  receipts 
of  river  coal.  Long  years  ago  it  became  a  custom 
to  reduce  the  retail  price  whenever  there  was  a 
heavy  run  of  coal  from  headwaters.  The  faith¬ 
ful  headline,  “Coal  Coming  Down,”  in  the  daily 
papers  has  served  for  many  years,  and  almost 
every  time  it  appeared  the  readers  took  the 
double  meaning  from  it  that  coal  coming  down 
meant  coming  down  in  price  as  well  as  down  the 
river.  In  this  case  “Coal  Coming  Down”  meant 
that  it  was  only  coming  down  the  river.  It  has 
not  yet  come  down  in  price,  and  it  is  not  likely 
to.  It  is  more  likely  to  advance  about  November 
first.  The  ordinary  grades  of  lump  coal  sell  for 
$3.25  a  ton  delivered,  while  Pocahontas  and  New 
River  bring  $4.00  and  anthracite  $7.50  a  ton  de¬ 
livered  to  consumers.  The  general  demand  is 
quite  satisfactory,  though  not  quite  as  heavy  as 
last  week.  Steam  coal  is  unchanged  and  firm. 
The  cheapest  nut  and  slack  is  worth  $1.75  a 
ton  and  ranges  upward  for  better  qualities.  Run- 
of-mine  for  steam  purposes  is  worth  from  $2.15 
to  $2.50  a  ton. 

The  strength  of  the  coke  market  reported  last 
week  is  fully  maintained.  There  is  an  excellent 
demand  for  both  furnace  and  foundry  grades, 
and  prices  show  a  constant  tendency  upward. 
Three  dollars  a  ton  is  now  a  common  quotation 
for  foundry  coke  at  the  ovens.  Furnace  is  worth 
$2.50@2.75  at  the  ovens. 

Four  Thousand  New  Coal  Cars. 

It  is  learned  from  most  reliable  sources  that 
as  a  result  of  the  conference  held  at  Richmond, 
Va.,  last  week  between  the  coal  operators  of  West 
Virginia  and  the  officials  of  the  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  railroad,  as  told  exclusively  in  The  Black 
Diamond,  President  Stevens,  of  the  Chesapeake 
&  Ohio  railroad,  has  given  his  personal  promise 
to  the  coal  men  that  he  will  recommend  to  the 
directors  of  the  railroad,  at  a  special  meeting  to 
be  held  in  a  few  davs,  that  an  order  be  placed  at 
once  for  4.000  additional  coal  cars  for  the  use  of 
the  road.  This  statement  will  come  as  the  most 
welcome  news  to  the  coal  men  that  can  be  print¬ 
ed.  The  promise  of  President  Stevens  is  taken 
with  great  earnestness  by  the  coal  operators  who 
have  suffered  so  seriously  all  fall  from  the  en¬ 
tirely  inadequate  car  supply  of  the  road,  and 
while  this  unusually  large  order  can  not  be  filled 
for  more  than  a  year,  the  coal  men  are  more 
than  deliehted  with  the  outlook  of  getting  this 
large  addition  to  the  equipment  of  the  coal  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  railroad. 

The  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad  is  now  getting 
its  first  installment  of  a  lot  of  1.500  coal  cars 
ordered  a  long  time  ago.  These  cars  are  coming 
from  the  makers  at  the  rate  of  twenty  a  day.  At 


this  rate  the  road  will  have  the  entire  lot  by  the 
middle  of  January  next,  when  the  demand  for 
coal  will  probably  be  at  its  height.  With  the 
withdrawal  of  many  cars  from  the  lake  service 
soon,  and  the  new  cars  that  are  coming  in  daily, 
the  officials  of  the  road  reassure  the  coal  men 
that  the  car  supply  during  the  next  two  months 
will  be  materially  improved  It  is  reported  that 
the  road  has  another  1,500  coal  cars  ordered  for 
delivery  some  time  next  year.  While  these  late 
orders  will  not  do  the  coal  men  any  good  this 
season,  it  is,  nevertheless,  good  news  to  learn 
that  the  road  will  have  a  much  larger  equipment 
soon. 

Another  Meeting  in  Columbus. 

Another  meeting  of  the  splint  and  gas  coal 
operators  of  West  Virginia  and  Ohio  will  be  held 
in  Columbus  this  week.  Since  these  coal  men 
first  met  in  Cincinnati,  about  three  months  ago, 
they  have  learned  that  great  good  is  likely  to  be 
the  outcome  of  these  conferences,  and  they  are 
now  holding  their  meetings  much  more  frequent¬ 
ly.  The  greatest  harmony  and  the  best  of  good 
feeling  prevails  at  these  meetings. 

Six  Million  Bushels  of  Coal. 

The  present  run  of  coal  from  Pittsburg  and 
from  the  Kanawha  district  is  adding  about  6,000,- 
000  bushels  of  fuel  to  the  .stock  on  hand  in  the 
Queen  City.  The  total  shipment  from  Pittsburg 
amounted  to  about  9,000,000  bushels,  and  to  this 
was  added  about  2,500,000  to  3,000,000  bushels 
from  the  Kanawha.  A  little  more  than  half  of 
the  entire  amount  is  intended  for  the  Cincinnati 
market,  the  balance  being  distributed  to  the  va¬ 
rious  towns  along  the  river  as  far  down  as  Louis¬ 
ville.  There  is  not  enough  water  to  allow  a 
movement  of  coal  farther  south  than  Louisville. 
Six  million  bushels  amount  to  about  250,000  tons. 
This  coal  afloat  will  keep  the  river  dealers  sup¬ 
plied  until  well  into  cold  weather. 

Joseph  Ramsey  in  Cincinnati. 

Joseph  Ramsey  Jr.,  ex-president  of  the  V'a- 
bash  railroad,  arrived  in  Cincinnati  Monday,  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  number  of  attorneys,  to  attend 
the  hearing  of  “The  Little  Kanaw'ha  Syndicate” 
case,  wdiicli  comes  up  in  the  United  States  court 
this  week.  John  S.  Jones,  a  wealthy  Chicago  coal 
man,  is  seeking  to  have  the  syndicate  placed  in 
the  hands  of  a  receiver.  The  syndicate  owns 
thousands  of  acres  of  valuable  coal  lands  in  West 
Virginia. 

Beebe  Here  Making  Contracts. 

J.  C.  Beebe,  general  manager  of  the  Guyan 
Valley  Fuel  Co.,  the  financing  of  which  was  told 
exclusively  in  The  Bi-ack  Diamond  last  week, 
spent  most  of  the  week  in  Cincinnati  on  business 
connected  with  his  immense  new  concern.  Within 
a  few  hours  of  the  signing  of  contracts  in  New 
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York  last  week  Mr.  Beebe  had  dredges  at  work 
at  Huntington  preparing  footings  for  cribs  for 
his  great  river  tipple,  and  he  is  hustling  matters 
along  at  this  end  of  the  line  in  a  way  that  is 
characteristic  of  him.  The  plans  for  the  big  ele¬ 
vator  to  be  located  at  North  Bend  are  not  yet 
completed,  but  they  will  be  in  a  few  days,  and 
contracts  will  be  let  for  the  erection  of  it  at 
once.  Mr.  Beebe  has  options  on  a  number  of 
steamboats  and  coal  barges,  and  will  have  the 
transportation  end  of  his  business  ready  before  the 
tipples  and  elevator  are  finished.  He  says  that 
his  first  appropriation  from  the  United  States 
Coal  &  Oil  Co.,  the  backers  of  his  scheme,  was 
$500,000,  as  already  mentioned  in  The  Black 

l')lAMOND. 

NEWS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

J.  R.  Thomas,  president  of  the  Carbon  Fuel 
Co.,  has  gone  to  Chicago  for  a  few  days. 

George  H.  Keeney,  the  Rising  Sun,  Ind.,  coal 
dealer,  was  in  the  city  Tuesday,  replenishing  his 
stock  of  river  coal. 

The  Damascus  Coal  Co.  has  contracted  to  sell 
the  entire  output  of  the  Williamson  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  of  Williamson,  W.  Va. 

Harry  P.  Jones,  president  and  manager  of  the 
Big  Hill  Coal  Co.,  and  one  of  the  largest  mine 
owners  in  Kentucky,  is  spending  the  week  in 
Pittsburg. 

Mr.  Hilligoss,  one  of  the  most  prominent  coal 
dealers  in  Shelbyville,  Ind.,  was  a  Cincinnati 
business  visitor  during  the  week.  He  has  many 
friends  in  this  city. 

J.  W.  Moore,  manager  of  the  Hughes  Creek 
Coal  Co.,  Roe,  W.  Va.,  was  a  visitor  on  ’change 
Wednesday.  He  makes  the  same  general  com¬ 
plaint  of  car  shortage. 

W.  H.  Flint,  one  of  the  well  known  independ¬ 
ent  Pittsburg  coal  shippers,  is  here  looking  after 
his  towboat,  W.  H.  Flint,  and  also  the  steamer 
Helen  White,  of  the  United  Coal  Co. 

A.  R.  Budd,  president  of  the  A.  R.  Budd  Coal 
Co.,  Pittsburg,  is  in  the  city  looking  after  his 


Market 

Office  of  T he  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Oct.  26. 

Very  little  that  is  unfavorable  can  be  said  of 
the  Pittsburg  market  this  week.  Every  coal 
shipper  in  the  district  is  enjoying  a  season  of 
prosperity,  and  there  are  more  orders  than  can 
be  handled  under  existing  conditions.  The  supply, 
notwithstanding  the  limited  transporiation  facili¬ 
ties  and  the  comparative  scarcity  of  labor,  is  being 
maintained  in  good  shape,  and  fully  eighty  per 
cent  of  all  the  bituminous  mines  in  the  district  are 
being  worked,  though  few  to  full  capacity.  The 
splendid  call  for  Pittsburg  coal  from  all  points 
particularly  the  lake  ports,  is  worthy  of  special 
note.  This  demand  has  carried  prices  from  a 
very  low  plane  to  a  good  standard,  and  there  is 
every  indication  that  these  satisfactory  prices  will 
ho’d  for  some  time  to  come. 

Strictly  speaking,  there  are  no  regular  market 
quotations  at  this  point  at  present.  Every  day 
sees  orders  closed  at  new  figures  and  it  is  safe 
to  say  that  few  orders  can  now  be  duplicated  at 
figures  that  ruled  two  weeks  ago.  Some  of  the 
larger  shippers  are  already  instructing  their  cus¬ 
tomers  that  October  prices  will  not  apply  after 
the  expiration  of  the  current  month,  and  it  is 
generally  expected  that  a  new  circular  will  be 
followed  by  all  Pittsburg  shippers  by  tacit  agree¬ 
ment  next  month.  The  prices  as  quoted  during 
the  last  few  weeks  by  The  Black  Diamond  have 
been  fully  maintained.  Indeed,  there  is  very  little 
Pittsburg  one  and  a  quarter  inch  coal  to  be  had 
at  the  mines  for  less  than  $1.25  per  ton.  High¬ 
est  run-of-mine  coal  is  quoted  at  $1.25  per  ton 
f.  o.  b.  the  mines.  One  local  interest  exhibited 
to  The  Black  Diamond  representative  duplicate 
orders  for  a  large  shipment  of  three-quarter  inch 
coal  at  $1.40  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  present 
month’s  delivery,  and  it  is  worthy  of  note  and 
most  suggestive  that  a  like  order  for  a  shipment 
in  November  at  the  same  price  was  turned  down 
One  and  a  quarter  inch  product  sold  four  weeks 


river  coal  business.  He  has  the  steamer  Frank 
Gilmore  out  from  Pittsburg  with  a  tow  of  coal 
for  Cincinnati. 

President  Stevens,  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Oh.io 
railroad,  spent  Tuesday  here,  and  a  number  of 
coal  men  caked  on  him  at  the  Grand  hotel.  He 
left  Tuesday  evening  with  his  family  in  his  private 
car  for  Chicago. 

The  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.’s  towboat  Ironsides  struck  the  coffer¬ 
dam  of  the  new  Ashland-Ironton  bridge  Monday 
and  sank  four  barges  of  coal.  The  loss  is  esti¬ 
mated  at  $10,000. 

William  Burlingham,  western  manager  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  returned 
on  Monday  of  this  week  from  an  extended  trip 
over  his  territory.  He  met  personally  nearly  all 
of  his  large  customers. 

The  Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  the  largest  distributer 
of  Kanawha  coal,  has  called  its  men  in  from  the 
road  and  is  not  soliciting  any  new  business  at 
present,  having  all  it  can  do  to  take  care  of  its 
contracts  and  regular  customers, 

Edwin  Murdock,  of  this  city,  has  pleaded  guilty 
to  obtaining  money  on  a  false  coal  voucher  on 
the  Great  Central  railroad,  and  has  been  re¬ 
manded  for  sentence.  He  and  his  brother  de¬ 
frauded  the  railroad  out  of  $2,097.38. 

George  W.  Theis,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Pittsburg,  and  W.  H.  Crump, 
master  of  transportation  of  the  same  company, 
are  here  looking  after  their  stea'mboats. 

P.  H.  Burlingham,  manager  of  the  Chicago 
office  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.  is  spending  a  few  days  in  Cincinnati,  re¬ 
newing  old  acquaintances.  He  reports  business 
good  with  him,  and  says  he  likes  to  live  in  Chi¬ 
cago. 

W.  DeL.  Walbridge,  president  of  the  American 
Coal  Co.,  president  of  the  Pocahontas  company, 
president  of  the  Kentucky  Block  Cannel  Coal  Co., 
as  well  as  many  other  mining  concerns,  is  ex¬ 


ago  as  low  as  $1.15  per  ton,  but  this  now  is  history 
and  it  does  not  appear  to  carry  the  earmarks  of 
repetition  for  some  time  to  come.  With  shippers 
refusing  to  apply  present  prices  to  any  shipments 
during  the  month  of  November,  the  situation  be¬ 
comes  bullish  indeed. 

Present  week  demand  far  exceeds  the  supply. 
The  unusual  lake  demands  are  keeping  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  market  cleaned  dry  and  small  consumers  are 
having  some  difficulty  in  securing  supplies.  Slack 
has  eased  up  perceptibly  the  past  week.  There 
is  more  of  this  product  now  to  be  had  and  con¬ 
sequently  the'  price  offerings  are  becoming  more 
liberal.  Panhandle  product  is  running  at  55@60c 
per  ton  net  and  Youghiogheny  slack  is  quoted  at 
G0@65c. 

River  Operations  Are  Again  Active. 

There  was  much  rejoicing  this  week  over  the 
unexpected  rise  in  the  three  rivers,  making  a  very 
fair  barge  stage  and  permitting  a  large  shipment 
south.  The  rise  will  bring  relief  to  the  con¬ 
gested  upper  pools  and  tipples  which  have  been 
overloaded  for  a  month  past  with  stored  product. 
Most  of  the  larger  shippers  had  all  barges  loaded 
and  ready  for  immediate  shipment  and  little  time 
was  lost  in  getting  the  fleet  under  way.  Approxi¬ 
mately  6,000,000  bushels  were  sent  from  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  harbor  and  upper  pools  Sunday  morning, 
the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.  handling  three- fourths  of  it.  The  C.  Jutte 
Coal  Co.  sent  500,000  bushels  and  the  United  Coal 
Co.  is  in  with  a  tow  of  600,000  bushels.  The 
Dilworth  Co.  and  the  Budd  Coal  Co.  also  made 
heavy  shipments. 

On  Monday  a  second  large  shipment  passed 
Pittsburg  from  up-river  mines,  on  both  the 
Monongahela  and  Allegheny  rivers.  An  effort 
will  be  made  to  get  out  a  heavy  tonnage  on  the 
present  rise,  as  during  the  recent  period  of  quiet 
in  river  shipping  a  remarkably  heavy  tonnage  was 
taken  out  of  all  river  mines  and  stored.  An 
official  of  the  shipping  department  of  the  Monon- 


pected  to  spend  a  few  days  in  Cincinnati,  begin¬ 
ning  next  week. 

E.  P.  Merrill,  superintendent  of  the  United 
States  Coal  &  Oil  Co.  at  Logan,  W.  Va.,  and 
president  of  the  Guyan  Valley  Fuel  Co.,  is  spend¬ 
ing  a  few  days  in  Cincinnati.  He  is  being  en¬ 
tertained  by  R.  H.  Lyman,  manager  of  the  Island 
Creek  Coal  Sales  Co. 

August  Bachman,  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
Norwood  Coal  Co.,  Norwood,  Ohio,  one  of  the 
large  suburbs  of  Cincinnati,  reports  business  ex¬ 
cellent  and  improving.  Mr.  Bachman  and  his 
partner,  James  Berry,  are  two  young  men  of  ex¬ 
cellent  ability  who  are  building  up  a  valuable 
trade. 

William  E.  Brown,  of  the  Brown-Hosea  Coal 
Co.,  is  dangerously  ill  from  an  operation  for 
peritonitis.  Mr.  Brown  has  been  engaged  in  the 
coal  business  only  a  short  time,  having  been  ticket 
agent  for  the  Big  Four  railroad  for  many  years. 
His  son,  Wil  iam  Brown,  is  more  widely  known  in 
the  coal  business. 

Thomas  J.  Bolger,  manager  of  the  retail  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Marmet  Coal  Co.,  is  an  applicant  for 
membership  in  the  Cincinnati  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  and  is  now  a  daily  attendant  on  ’change. 
Mr.  Bolger  worked  up  from  the  bottom  in  the 
coal  business  and  is  making  good  in  his  present 
responsible  position. 

William  L.  Immenhort,  who  has  been  a  valued 
employe  of  John  T.  Hesser  &  Co.  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years,  has  resigned  his  position  to  accept 
a  more  lucrative  one  with  the  Otto  Marmet  Coal 
&  Mining  Co.  and  the  Marmet-Halm  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  Mr.  Immenhort  will  have  charge  of  the 
office  of  these  two  companies  and  act  as  cashier. 

Andrew  Hickenlooper  Jr.,  who  resigned  some 
time  ago  as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Cin¬ 
cinnati  Gas  Coke,  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  has  been 
elected  vice-president  of  the  Krell  Piano  Co.,  one 
of  the  largest  piano  manufacturing  establishments 
in  the  country.  Mr.  Hickenlooper  will  have 
charge  of  the  wholesale  sales  department.  His 
father’s  estate  owns  practically  all  of  the  stock 
of  the  Krell  Piano  Co. 


Pittsburg  Field. 

gahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  stated 
to  The  Black  Diamond  that  this  week’s  ship¬ 
ments  will  come  very  close  to  8,000,000  bushels, 
and  will,  in  all  probability,  total  the  heaviest  ship¬ 
ments  for  any  one  month  this  year. 

The  demand  for  river  coal  is  most  healthy. 
Many  of  the  smaller  river  operators  are  under 
long-time  contracts  with  iron  and  steel  mills  along 
the  river,  and  in  view  of  the  industrial  activity- 
now  prevailing  the  conditions  are  very  satisfac¬ 
tory.  River  coal  has  taken  a  slight  advance  in 
price  over  the  figures  ruling  at  the  time  of  the 
last  shipment.  This  was  induced,  in  a  measure, 
by  the  expected  period  of  idleness  in  river  opera¬ 
tions,  which  did  not  materialize.  Most  of  the 
river  coal  men  did  not  expect  another  barge 
stage  until  Thanksgiving. 

Car  Supply  Below  Fifty  Per  Cent. 

The  car  situation  has  kept  up  its  embarrassing 
record  and  conditions  are  still  very  unsatisfactory. 
All  lines  going  out  of  Pittsburg  are  offenders 
alike.  The  supply  of  empties  available  on  any 
of  the  roads  out  of  Pittsburg  is  extremely  meager 
and  Panhandle  and  Pittsburg  &  Lake  Erie  mines 
especially  have  been  getting  a  gloomy  deal  dur¬ 
ing  the  week  just  passed.  Mines  that  readily  can 
take  care  of  a  normal  supply  of  ten  cars  daily 
consider  themselves  fortunate  if  they  are  fur¬ 
nished  with  three  or  four  cars.  Panhandle  opera¬ 
tors  were  somewhat  relieved,  however,  on 
Wednesday  of  this  week  by  the  announcement  by 
the  coal  and  coke  officials  of  that  road  that  here¬ 
after  a  fifty  per  cent  supply  at  least  would  posi¬ 
tively  be  forthcoming  at  all  mines.  This  will 
open  a  way  for  much  re’ief  and  curtail,  to  some 
extent  at  least,  the  loss  that  has  accrued  as  a  re¬ 
sult  of  the  shortage. 

The  Pennsylvania  has  withdrawn  its  coke  racks 
from  the  coal  channels,  thus  taking  away  from 
coal  shippers  the  nearest  approach  to  a  gondola 
available  for  a  month  past.  A  local  coal  and  coke 
agent  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  much  of  the 
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fault  of  the  existing  conditions  lies  with  the 
shipper  himself,  and  quoted  a  number  of  large 
shippers  who  go  right  ahead  paying  demurrage 
for  equipment  which  remains  in  their  yards  from 
day  to  day  unloaded,  at  the  same  time  clamoring 
for  more  cars.  The  same  man  stated  that  with 
the  judicious  aid  of  the  shippers  and  consumers 
who  actually  get  the  cars  the  average  supply  of 
1,200  cars  daily  in  the  Pittsburg  district  could 
easily  be  increased  to  18,000  cars. 

Coke  Trade  Continues  Steady. 

The  condition  of  the  local  coke  trade,  whether 
it  is  depressed  or  elevated  always  is  an  unfail¬ 
ing  indication  of  the  state  of  the  bituminous  coal 
trade,  both  lines  being  more  closely  allied  in  the 
bituminous  regions  of  Pennsylvania  than  in  any 
other  coal  center.  Following  the  general  upward 
trend  of  the  coal  trade,  coke  has  taken  on  re¬ 
newed  strength,  and  this  week’s  production  and 
shipments  in  the  extensive  Connellsville  and  Ma- 
sontown  districts  show  a  comfortable  increase 
over  the  figures  of  last  week.  The  car  supply  is 
having  some  influence,  of  course,  on  the  shipments 
of  coke,  but  coke  racks  are  never  so  scarce  as 
gondolas  and  hoppers,  and  coke  is  consequently 
moving  readily  in  districts  where  the  coal  output 
is  practically  tied  up. 

During  the  week  ending  October  eighteenth 
21,3.86  ovens,  out  of  a  total  of  23,233,  were  in 
blast.  The  same  week’s  production  was  266,625 
tons,  an  increase  over  the  production  of  the 
previous  week  of  1,210  tons.  The  fact  that  dur¬ 
ing  the  same  week  the  shipments  aggregated  11,- 
570  cars  is  ample  evidence  of  the  comparative 
plentifulness  of  coke  car  supply.  In  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  district  alone  the  shipments  aggregated 
4,206  cars. 

Coke  prices  remain  steady  and  local  brokers 
state  that  they  experience  little  or  no  difficulty  in 
securing  the  prices  as  quoted  in  the  last  issue  of 
The  Black  Diamond. 

Important  Outlet  for  Local  Coke. 

What  promises  to  be  one  of  the  most  important 
factors  of  the  western  Pennsylvania  and  Connells¬ 
ville  coke  industry  was  launched  last  week  in 
the  incorporation  of  the  Uniontown  &  Wheeling 
Short  Line  railroad  which  has  for  its  object  the 
construction  of  a  railroad  between  Uniontown 
and  Wheeling,  W.  Va.  The  new  line  will  solve 
one  of  the  great  economic  problems  in  the  trans¬ 
portation  of  the  coal  and  coke  output  of  the  ex¬ 
tensive  Connellsvil'e  and  Uniontown  regions,  par¬ 
ticularly  as  affecting  West  Virginia  distributing 
points.  It  will  be  the  long  desired  line  between 
Fayette  county,  through  Greene  county,  to 
Wheeling,  not  only  providing  an  outlet  for  Greene 
county  coal,  but  obtaining  an  easy  access  to  the 
big  coke  regions,  making  it  possible  for  the  im¬ 
portant  distributing  points  in  and  around  Wheel¬ 
ing  to  secure  the  product  without  the  long  haul 
via  Pittsburg,  now  necessary.  The  projected  line 
will  be  sixty-eight  miles  in  length  and  will  have 
connections  with  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  and 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  the  Masontown  &  New 
Salem,  owned  by  the  United  States  Steel  Co., 
the  Monongahela  railroad  and  the  Wheeling  Ter¬ 
minal.  which  al’ows  an  exchange  of  traffic  with 
the  Pennsylvania  lines  west.  Distances  to  many 
of  the  important  shipping  points  will  be  greatly  re¬ 
duced.  The  distance  from  the  Connellsvi’le  field 
to  Wheeling  will  be  cut  more  than  fifty  miles. 
Comparing  it  with  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  between 
the  two  terminal  points  there  will  be  a  saving  of 
seventy  miles  and  with  the  Pennsylvania  and  Pan¬ 
handle  lines  a  reduction  of  sixty-seven  miles. 
Distances  to  western  points,  Chicago,  Cincinnati 
and  northwestern  cities  will  be  reduced  from 
thirty  to  forty  miles  and  to  the  south  and  seaboard 
nearly  fifty  mi'es. 

Much  of  the  congested  traffic  in  the  Pittsburg 
railroad  district  is  expected  to  be  diverted  into 
this  route,  thus  relieving  to  a  great  _  extent  the 
slow  freight  movement,  particularly  in  the  coal 
and  coke  industries.  The  new  corporation  was 
organized  by  J.  V.  Thompson,  a  well  known 
Uniontown  coal  man  and  capitalist,  and  D.  F. 
Maroney,  a  Pittsburg  railroad  leader.  Mr. 
Thomoson  was  the  orignal  operator  interested  in 
the  Klondike  coke  regions,  after  it  was  seen  that 
the  Connellsville  coking  coal  would  soon  be  ex¬ 
hausted.  He  a’so  developed  the  large  tract  of 
Connellsville  coal  lands  in  Greene  county,  com¬ 
prising  over  100,000  acres,  said  to  be  the  last  avail¬ 
able  tract  of  the  old  line  of  Connellsville  coking 


coal.  Mr.  Maroney  was  formerly  superintendent 
of  the  Pittsburg  division  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
railroad. 

Pickands-Magee  Coke  Co.  Entertains. 

The  Pickands-Magee  Coke  Co.  on  the  evening 
of  Thursday,  October  eighteenth,  entertained 
about  sixty  guests  and  officers  of  the  company  at 
Uniontown.  Most  of  the  party  left  Pittsburg  in 
a  body  Thursday  morning  on  the  Monongahela 
railroad.  They  were  accompanied  by  Superin¬ 
tendent  Obey,  of  the  Monongahela  railroad,  who 
had  charge  of  the  car.  The  day  was  spent  visit¬ 
ing  the  leading  coke  plants  of  the  Uniontown  and 
Connellsville  regions.  The  party  also  inspected 
the  plants  of  the  Masontown  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
and  the  Southern  Connellsville  Coke  Co.  In  the 
evening  the  visitors  sat  down  to  an  elaborate 
banquet  of  nine  courses  at  Kuhn’s  cafe.  Union- 
town.  President  W.  C.  Magee  acted  as  toast¬ 
master.  There  were  brief  talks  by  a  number  of 
well  known  coal  and  coke  men  of  the  region, 
including  James  R.  Cray,  W.  W.  Pearshall  and 
S.  D.  Fulton,  all  of  Uniontown.  E.  H.  Fowler, 
shipping  agent  of  the  Pickands-Magee  Co.,  had 
charge  of  the  arrangements,  which  were  complete 
in  every  detail. 

On  Friday  the  officers  and  guests  of  the  enter¬ 
taining  company  proceeded  to  Brownsville. 
Among  those  who  accompanied  the  party  were 
W.  L.  Brown,  Chicago,  Ill.,  president  of  Pickands, 
Brown  &  Co. ;  C.  T.  Boynton,  vice-president  of 
the  same  company;  E.  L.  Perkins,  purchasing 
agent  for  the  International  Harvester  Co.,  Chi¬ 
cago,  Ill. ;  J.  M.  Campbell,  president  of  the 
Youngstown  Iron,  Sheet  &  Tube  Co.,  Youngs¬ 
town,  Ohio ;  H.  G.  Dalton,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Toledo  Furnace  Co.  and  connected 
with  Pickands-Mather  Co.  at  Cleveland.  Among 
those  who  were  present  at  the  banquet,  but  did 
not  continue  on  the  trip,  were  C.  F.  Bygate, 
Pittsburg;  W.  F.  Soisson,  Connellsville;  J.  B. 
Nessel,  commercial  agent  of  the  P.  &  L.  E.  rail¬ 
road,  Brownsville,  W.  Va. ;  W.  H.  Baggs,  Union- 
town,  traveling  freight  agent  for  the  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  railroad,  and  J.  J.  Armstrong,  Chicago. 

Contracting  Engineers  Are  Busy. 

The  unusual  activity  in  western  Pennsylvania 
coal  and  coke  operations  is  well  evidenced  by  the 
rush  of  business  now  being  handled  by  leading 
mining  and  contracting  engineers.  Hogg  &  Por¬ 
ter,  First  National  Bank  building,  Uniontown, 
Pa.',  report  one  of  the  heaviest  seasons  in  their 
history.  Besides  numerous  contracts  of  minor 
importance,  this  firm  is  now  engaged  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  operations :  Geneva  Coke  Co.,  New 
Geneva,  Pa.,  which  is  extending  its  plant  from 
sixty-eight  to  200  ovens.  The  plant  is  situated  on 
the  Monongahela  river  and  the  plans  and  specifi¬ 
cations  call  for  modern  equipment  in  every  de- 
tail. 

Hogg  &  Porter  also  are  furnishing  the  plans 
and  specifications  for  the  new  plant  of  the 
Plumer  Coke  Co.  at  Leckrone,  Pa.  This  company 
has  about  fifty  acres  of  Connellsville  coking  coal 
and  150  acres  of  surface  coal,  and  is  arranging  to 
build  sixty  coke  ovens  this  fall.  Work  has  been 
commenced  on  the  air  shaft  and  rock  slope  of 
the  mines.  The  slope  will  take  an  excavation 
nearly  300  feet  in  length,  almost  entirely  through 
solid  rock.  The  car  equipment  will  be  altogether 
electrical,  including  the  haulage  and  pumping 
system. 

The  American  Coal  Mining  Co.  is  starting  new 
coal  development  on  the  Hempfield  branch  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Southwestern,  near  Greensburg. 
The  estimated  capacity  will  be  2,000  tons  per  day. 
Gravity  haulage  will  be  used. 

A  suburb  of  Fairclrance,  Pa.,  is  being  laid  out 
by  Hoge  &  Porter  near  the  site  of  the  factories 
of  the  Diamond  Improvement  Co.’s  glass  plant. 
The  contract  calls  for  grrded  streets  and  forty 
acres  of  building  lots.  The  Diamond  Improve¬ 
ment  Co.  is  a  subsidiary  concern  of  the  Kanawha 
Glass  Co. 

Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  in  Railroad  Suit. 

Another  step  was  taken  this  week  in  the  suit 
in  equity,  William  C.  Kaufmann  vs.  the  Pittsburg 
&  Castle  Shannon  railrord,  of  which  Prcsiderit 
F.  L.  Robbins,  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  is 
president  and  W.  L.  Woodford  is  vice-president. 
Some  time  in  .\ugust  the  directors  of  the  defend¬ 
ant  railway  company,  which  hand'es  annually 
over  100,000  tons  of  the  product  from  the  mines 


of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  leased  the  holdings  of 
the  line  to  the  Pittsburgh  Railways  Co.  for  nine¬ 
ty-nine  years  at  an  annual  rental  of  $15,000.  The 
minority  stockholders  protested  the  action  at 
the  time  and  suit  was  commenced  to  restrain  the 
two  companies  from  carrying  out  the  terms  of 
the  contract.  The  plaintiffs  claim  that  another 
bid  was  submitted  for  the  lease  at  a  higher  figure 
than  that  offered  by  the  successful  bidder.  The 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  owns  nearly  the  entire 
amount  of  the  stock  of  the  railroad,  but  does  not 
operate  the  road  under  its  own  name.  It  is 
claimed  by  the  coal  company  and  by  the  ma¬ 
jority  stockholders  that  the  Kaufmann  bid  was 
made  for  the  purpose  of  compelling  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  Railways  Co.  to  pay  a  consideration  for  the 
withdrawal  of  a  competing  bidder  and  was  not 
made  in  good  faith.  The  Pittsburg  &  Castle 
Shannon  owns  300  coal  cars  and  earns  from  the 
Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  an  average  of  $13,000  per 
year  for  transporting  coal. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

Capt.  James  A.  Henderson  has  been  elected 
chairman  of  the  river  and  harbors  committee  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  to  succeed  the  late 
Capt.  John  F.  Dravo. 

Samuel  Mathers,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  one  of  the 
directors  of  the  Pickands-Mather  Co.,  of  that 
city,  was  in  Pittsburg  part  of  the  week,  mingling 
with  friends  in  the  trade  and  combining  business 
with  pleasure. 

F.  M.  Boynton,  president  of  F.  M.  Boynton, 
Inc.,  is  spending  the  current  week  in  Boston, 
Mass.  He  was  one  of  the  guests  of  honor  at 
the  "wedding  of  his  cousin.  Miss  Harriet  Boyn¬ 
ton,  and  acted  as  head  usher  at  the  nuptial  cere¬ 
monies. 

Jules  Hoffman,  a  well  known  shipper  of  De¬ 
troit,  Mich.,  called  on  the  local  trade  Tuesday  of 
this  week.  Mr.  Hoffman  states  that  the  lake  sea¬ 
son  for  this  time  of  year,  in  point  of  actual  de¬ 
mand  and  tonnage  handled,  is  one  of  the  heaviest 
in  the  history  of  the  trade. 

George  W.  Theis,  general  manager  of  the 
Monongahela  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  spent 
last  week  and  part  of  this  at  a  number  of  the 
larger  down-river  points  in  the  interest  of  his 
company.  Mr.  Theis  recently  returned  from  a 
pleasant  vacation  trip  to  upper  Michigan  points. 

Among  other  trade  visitors  in  Pittsburg  this 
week  were  the  following:  Irving  Underhill, 
president  of  C.  M.  Underhill  &  Co.,  Buffalo,  N. 
Y. ;  H.  Whisker,  Canadian  representative  of  the 
same  company:  Robert  A.  Woods,  of  the  Sterling 
Mining  Co.,  Cleveland,  Ohio ;  S.  M.  Humeric- 
house,  of  Hendley  &  Frame,  Baltimore. 

F.  H.  Stark,  superintendent  of  rolling  stock  of 
the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  was  recently  elected 
vice-president  of  the  Pittsburg  Rai'ways  Club, 
which  will  hold  its  annual  smoker  Friday  evening 
of  this  week.  Judge  Elliott  Rodgers,  of  the 
legal  department  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  is 
scheduled  to  deliver  an  address  at  this  meeting. 

The  new  plant  of  the  Connellsville  Machine  & 
Car  Co.  at  Connellsville,  Pa.,  now  in  course  of 
erection,  will  be  ready  for  operation  by  the  first 
of  next  year.  In  point  of  size  and  equipment  it 
will  far  exceed  the  old  plant  recently  destroyed 
by  fire.  The  plans  and  specifications  were  fur¬ 
nished  by  the  Osborne  Engineering  Co.,  of  Cleve¬ 
land,  Ohio. 

Pittsburg  steel  car  manufacturers  almost  exclu¬ 
sively  secured  the  contracts  for  the  heavy  freight 
car  orders  placed  recently  by  the  Pennsy’vania 
railroad,  the  orders  being  distributed  as  follows: 
Pressed  Steel  Car  Co.,  5,000  coal  hoppers  for  the 
lines  west  of  Pittsburg,  5,500  <Tondoias  and  4.000 
box  cars  for  the  lines  east  of  Pittsburg ;  Standard 
Steel  Car  Co.,  2,000  gondolas :  Cambria  Steel  Co., 
2,500  gondolas;  Middletown  Car  Works,  400  box 
cars. 

William  I.  Jones,  treasurer  of  the  Pittsburg 
Buffalo  Co.,  is  .spending  the  week 'touring  the 
western  part  of  Pennsylvania  as  a  member  of  the 
trade  extension  party  being  conducted  by  the 
Merchants’  and  Manufacturers’  Association  of 
Pittsburg.  The  party  left  Sunday  and  is  visiting 
most  of  the  larger  towns  in  the  coal  regions  of 
this  end  of  the  state.  Most  of  the  towns  on  the 
route  depend  almost  entirely  on  the  coal  indus¬ 
try,  and  Mr.  Jones,  bring  the  only  coal  man  in 
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the  party  of  over  100  representative  business  men 
of  Pittsburg,  is  taking  a  leading  part  in  the 
program  of  the  excursion. 

Col.  John  L.  Vance,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Ohio  Valley  Improvement  Associa¬ 
tion,  spent  the  greater  part  of  this  week  in  Pitts¬ 
burg  perfecting  final  arrangements  for  the  elev¬ 
enth  annual  convention  of  the  association  to  be 
held  at  Cairo,  111.,  on  November  fifteenth,  six¬ 
teenth  and  seventeenth,  lie  is  making  a  tottr  of 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Oct.  2G. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — 'I'he  domestic  coal  trade  in  Kansas 
City  began  to  boom  last  w'eek  with  the  arrival  of 
some  frosty  weather.  Thousands  of  householders 
who  had  neglected  to  put  in  even  part  of  the 
usual  supply  of  wdnter  coal  besieged  the  coal 
dealers  simultaneously  with  orders.  Everybody 
wanted  his  order  filled  without  delay,  and  for  a 
time  the  dealers  were  overrun  with  business. 
Last  Sunday  the  coal  wagons  were  filling  orders, 
but  with  a  rise  in  the  temperature  Monday  the 
business  was  reduced  in  volume.  The  nights  and 
mornings,  however,  are  cold  enough  to  demand 
fires  in  homes  and  office  buildings,  so  the  fall  and 
winter  trade  in  domestic  coal  may  be  said  to  have 
started  in  Kansas  City  and  other  southwestern 
towns.  There  is  plenty  of  coal  in  the  Kansas 
City  market,  and  the  retail  prices,  which  were 
advanced  last  month,  have  not  been  changed,  al¬ 
though  retailers  look  for  another  advance  later  on. 
Much  depends  on  the  demand  and  the  weather. 
Missouri,  Arkansas  and  Indian  Territory  coals 
are  all  from  twenty-five  to  fifty  cents  a  ton  higher 
than  they  were  last  summer.  The  advance  did  not 
include  Kansas  coal,  because,  it  is  said,  of  the 
competition  of  natural  gas  and  fuel  oil  in  that 
state. 

The  demand  for  steam  coal  in  the  southwest  is 
excellent.  This  class  of  trade  is  reported  to  be 
much  better  in  Kansas  City  now  than  it  was  a 
year  ago,  despite  the  fact  that  several  factories 
are  burning  oil  instead  of  coal.  Kansas  City  has 
grown  considerably  in  the  last  year.  There  are 
many  ne\y  factories  as  well  as  homes  and  commer¬ 
cial  and  consequently  there  are  many 

more  chimneys  this  fall  from  which  coal  smoke  is 
pouring.  These  new  industries  and  the  increased 
capacity  of  old  ones  more  than  make  up  for  the 
loss  of  coal  trade  by  the  Standard  Oil’s  reduction 
in  fuel  oil.  Next  year  the  competition  of  both 
fuel  oil  and  natural  gas  will  be  felt  much  more 
seriou-sly  in  Kansas  City  and  other  southwestern 
towns,  and  possibly  in  St.  Louis  too,  but  the 
coal  man  is  deal.ing  with  the  present  and  digging 
and  selling  coal  while  the  demand  is  good. 

Railroads  Are  Heavy  Consumers. 

Next  to  Chicago,  Kansas  City  is  the  greatest 
railroad  center  in  the  country,  and  every  railroad 
that  enters  the  town  is  probably  doing  a  heavier 
freight  business  than  ever  before  in  its  history. 
The  railroads  are  using  every  locomotive  they 
possess  and  are  burning  a  tremendous  amount 
of  coal  to  move  the  freight.  In  spite  of  their 
efforts  every  freight  yard  in  the  city  is  congested 
and  from  other  shippers  rs  well  as  coal  operators 
is  heard  a  constant  demand  for  cars.  The  cori- 
sumption  of  coal  for  transportation  purposes  this 
fall  and  winter  will  be  an  important  feature  of 
the  coal  trade  of  the  southwest. 

The  state  of  Kansas,  which  enacts  many  strange 
laws,  passed  a  measure  last  winter  providing  that 
if  railroads  do  not  furnish  cars  promptly  to  ship¬ 
pers  they  shall  pay  them  demurrage  in  the  same 
manner  that  shippers  have  to  pay  it  if  cars  are 
not  unloaded  within  forty-eight  hours.  None  of 
the  coal  dealers  has  tried  to  take  advantage  of 
this  law.  but  a  grain  shipper  has.  The  Missouri 
Pacific  railroad,  which  did  not  and  perhaps  could 
not  supply  the  car  to  the  grain  shipper,  will  test 
the  law  in  the  courts.  The  railroad  contends  that 
the  reciprocal  demurrage  statute  does  not  apply 
on  interstate  shipments  of  freight.  The  state 
railroad  board  is  considering  the  case  first. 

The  reduced  freight  rates  made  in  Kansas  City 
on  coal  by  the  Santa  Ee  railway  have  benefited 
the  coal  operators  of  Osage  county.  Under  the 
new  schedule  they  are  placed  on  a  parity  in  many 
markets  with  the  Pittsburg  field  and  can  compete 
with  it  on  some  grades  of  steam  coal. 


the  entire  Ohio  valley,  agitating  the  matter  of  a 
nine-foot  river  stage,  a  movement  of  the  great¬ 
est  importance  to  the  river  coal  trade  of  this  dis¬ 
trict.  On  Tuesday  Colonel  Vance  had  a  con¬ 
ference  with  President  John  H.  Jones,  of  the 
Pittsburg-Buffalo  Co.,  who  is  interested  in  the 
project,  and  with  John  E.  Shaw,  president  of  the 
Lake  Erie  &  Ohio  River  Ship  Canal  Co.,  another 
organization  that  has  for  its  ends  plans  greatly 
affecting  coal  operators’  interests. 


Claude  Heyden,  the  representative  of  an  east¬ 
ern  stove  manufacturer,  who  was  in  Kansas  City 
this  week,  says  that  natural  gas  is  having  a 
serious  effect  on  the  trade  in  coal  and  wood  stoves 
in  certain  districts. 

“We  have  been  feeling  the  effect  of  the  in¬ 
stallation  of  gas  for  some  time,  but  never  so  much 
as  now,”  said  Mr.  Ileyden.  “In  the  southeastern 
part  of  Kansas  the  trade  is  almost  at  a  standstill. 
In  some  cases  the  old  stoves  have  been  made  to 
burn  the  gas  simply  by  inserting  a  pipe  after  cut¬ 
ting  a  hole  in  the  bottom  of  the  stove  and  install¬ 
ing  a  regular  gas  burner. 

“The  people  through  the  district  have  not  been 
able  to  figure  out  why  Kansas  City  is  not  being 
supplied  with  gas.  We  in  our  business  can  only 
hope  that  the  supply  is  limited.  No,  I  know  no 
one  thinks  that  it  is,  but  the  people  in  Indiana  felt 
the  same  way  about  the  conditions  there  some 
years  ago.” 

Funeral  Held  of  Richard  H.  Keith. 

The  funeral  of  the  late  Richard  H.  Keith,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  was  held  in 
Kansas  City  last  Thursday  from  the  Church  of 
the  Redemptionist  Fathers.  Friends  and  business 
associates  from  all  parts  of  the  country  came  to 
pay  their  last  respects  to  the  dead.  The  church 
was  not  big  enough  to  hold  them  all,  and  the 
funeral  was  one  of  the  largest  ever  held  in  the 
history  of  Kansas  City.  The  Right  Rev.  Bishop 
Lillis,  in  pronouncing  the  funeral  oration,  pic¬ 
tured  the  value  of  a  worthy  life  and  upright 
career,  such_  as  were  exemplified  in  the  works  of 
Richard  Keith. 

The  offices,  mines  and  lumber  mills  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  in  all  parts  of  the  United 
States  were  closed  on  the  day  of  the  funeral. 
The  company  has  offices  in  Boston,  Seattle,  Los 
Angeles,  Omaha,  Kansas  City  and  other  cities; 
mines  in  Kansas,  Missouri,  Arkansas,  the  Indian 
Territory  and  Colorado,  and  lumber  mills  in  Ar¬ 
kansas,  Texas  and  Louisiana, 

The  active  pallbearers  were  officers  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  They  were  J.  C.  Sher- 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Oct.  26.— (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — According  to  the  statements  of  sev¬ 
eral  leading  operators  and  shippers,  the  coal 
trade  in  Indiana  is  better  now  than  it  has  been 
for  several  months.  So  far  as  the  domestic  trade 
is  concerned  this  is  due,  of  course,  very  largely 
to  the  change  in  weather  conditions,  but  the  in¬ 
creased  demand  for  steam  coal  is  accounted  for 
by  the  unusual  activity  in  nearly  all  lines  of  in¬ 
dustry  throughout  the  state. 

It  was  up  to  the  weather  man,  however,  to  do 
something  for  the  retail  trade,  for  business  was 
light  with  a  majority  of  the  dealers  until  a  fort¬ 
night  ago,  but  since  then  orders  have  been  plenti¬ 
ful.  The  demand  for  all  grades  has  been  very 
strong  and  prices  have  gone  upward  several 
notches.  Anthracite  is  selling  at  $7. ,50,  but  it  is 
very  likely  that  it  will  be  advanced  to  $7.75  be¬ 
fore  winter  commences.  Anthracite  is  becoming 
more  popular  as  a  fuel  here  as  the  property  own¬ 
ers  equip  their  houses  for  burning  coal.  There 
were  several  hundred  houses  in  Indianapolis  built 
during  the  brief  period  when  it  seemed  that  natural 
gas  would  last  forever  in  which  there  were  no  ar¬ 
rangements  whatever  for  burning  any  other  fuel. 
Although  the  property  owners  changed  them  as 
quickly  as  posible  there  are  houses  scattered 


wood,  E.  E.  Riley,  William  Monohan,  W.  S.  New¬ 
comb,  E.  C.  Hatch,  I.  H.  Petty,  John  A.  Sargent 
and  E.  R.  Sweeney.  A  brief  service  was  held  at 
St.  Mary’s  cemetery. 

The  board  of  directors  of  the  Central  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  will  meet  next  week  and  probably  will 
elect  W.  C.  Perry  president  to  succeed  the  late 
R.  H.  Keith.  W.  C.  Perry  is  now  vice-president 
of  the  company  and  is  a  heavy  stockholder.  He 
has  been  associated  with  the  company  for  many 
years  as  attorney  and  counselor. 

The  closing  of  the  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.’s 
mines  at  Pittsburg,  Kas.,  will  probably  cost  the 
company  $100.  The  operators  in  past  years  were 
much  hampered  by  the  numerous  funerals.  Every 
time  a  miner  or  a  member  of  his  family  died 
the  mine  would  be  closed  down.  The  last  con¬ 
ference  took  the  funeral  matter  up,  and  upon  the 
urgent  demand  of  the  operators  a  provision  was 
adopted  in  the  joint  agreement  providing  that  in 
no  case  shall  a  mine  be  thrown  idle  on  account 
of  a  death,  excepting  in  case  of  fatal  accident  in 
the  mine,  and  then  only  under  certain  conditions. 
The  joint  agreement  provides  that  if  the  miners 
violate  this  agreement  they  shall  pay  a  fine,  and 
that  in  case  any  coal  operator  violates  any  provi¬ 
sion  of  the  agreement  the  company  shall  be  liab'e 
to  a  fine  of  $100. 

Devlin  Creditors  Hold  Meeting. 

A  meeting  of  the  creditors  of  C.  J.  Devlin,  the 
bankrupt  Kansas  coal  operator,  was  held  in 
Topeka,  Kas.,  last  Saturday.  On  the  same  day 
Cyrus  Leland  and  J.  E.  Hurley,  receivers  of  the 
estate,  filed  a  report  in  the  United  States  district 
court  in  Topeka.  The  report  shows  that  the  as¬ 
sets  of  Mr.  Devlin’s  properties  amount  to  $4.9.56,- 
948.09  and  the  direct  liabilities  to  $4,592,208.26. 
This  would  indicate  that  the  assets  exceed  the 
liabilities  by  nearly  $400,000,  but  there  is  listed, 
however,  $1,039,379  in  contingent  liabilities,  these 
being  claims  for  which  the  receivers  do  not  know 
whether  the  estate  is  liable  or  not.  Among  these 
contingent  liabilities  is  an  item  of  $744,000  owed 
by  the  Southwestern  Fuel  Co.,  in  which  Mr. 
Devlin  was  largely  interested  and  w-hich  is  now- 
in  involuntary  bankruptcy.  The  Marquette  Third- 
Vein  Coal  Co.,  another  Devlin  property,  is  in¬ 
volved  for  $70,000.  J.  S.  Wylie,  part  owner  of 
the  Third-Vein  Co.,  is  also  listed  as  a  creditor 
for  $96,000  among  the  contingent  liabilities.  In 
the  summary  the  condition  of  the  Mount  Carmel 
Coal  Co.  furnished  a  surprise.  This  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  Mr.  Devlin’s  best  coal  property.  The 
report  show-s  the  assets  of  this  company  to  be 
$331,516  and  its  liabilities  $1.500,OCO. 

The  creditors  filed  their  claims  against  the  Dev¬ 
lin  estate.  Among  these  claims  w-as  one  for 
ninety  cents  from  the  Standard  Oil  Co.  The 
creditors  took  up  a  collection  and  forwarded  the 
ninety  cents  to  No.  26  Wall  street.  This  is  the 
first  of  the  Devlin  claims  to  be  paid.  None  of 
the  creditors  now  expects  the  estate  to  pay  out. . 


Indiana. 

throughout  the  entire  city  that  until  recently  have 
not  been  equipped  properly  for  burning  coal. 

The  better  appliances  for  burning  coal  may  have 
a  tendency  to  make  the  local  retail  trade  heavier 
during  the  coming  winter.  Most  of  the  local  deal¬ 
ers  are  getting  from  $6.00  to  $6.25  for  nearly  all 
the  best  grades  of  West  Virginia  coal,  w-hile  some 
of  the  best  grades  of  Indiana  are  hovering  around 
the  $4.00  mark.  There  is  no  uniform  policy- 
among  the  dealers  relative  to  prices  since  the 
Indianapolis  Coal  Exchange  quit  business,  but  a 
majority  are  quoting  the  same  prices.  It  is  under¬ 
stood  that  the  conditions  of  trade  prevailing  here 
are  practically  the  same  in  all  the  larger  cities 
of  the  state  where  there  has  been  an  increased  de¬ 
mand  in  all  grades  during  the  last  two  weeks. 
Prices  are  about  the  same  except  in  the  smaller 
cities  where  the  cost  of  handling  the  business  is 
much  less. 

Coal  Prices  Have  Advanced. 

The  increase  in  prices  for  steam  coal  has  been 
more  marked  than  for  domestic.  Operators  com¬ 
plain  of  the  shortage  of  cars  in  one  breath  and 
admit  in  the  next  that  it  has  caused  a  greater  de¬ 
mand  for  coal  and  consequentlv  a  boost  in  the 
market.  Mine-run  steam  coal  is  now  selling  at 
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$1.10@1.25  at  the  mines,  according  to  the  quality 
and  quantity.  Nut  coal  at  the  mines  is  bringing 
$1.25@1.50;  egg,  $1.40@1.75.  Some  of  the  com¬ 
panies  are  getting  better  than  70@80  cents  for 
screenings.  The  conditions  of  the  trade,  in  fact 
have  caused  the  Indiana  operators  and  whole¬ 
salers  to  be  more  optimistic  than  they  have  been 
for  some  time. 

The  decision  of  the  Indiana  railway  com¬ 
mission  in  the  gas  belt  rate  case  which  was  fore¬ 
casted  two  weeks  ago  by  The  Black  Diamond, 
has  helped  the  wholesale  trade  wonderfully.  It 
has  relieved  the  tension  in  the  largest  manu¬ 
facturing  center  in  the  state  and  as  a  result 
the  buying  of  coal  for  all  lines  of  industry  there 
has  been  heavier  during  the  last  ten  days  than 
for  a  long  time.  Many  of  the  manufacturers 
had  fully  made  up  their  minds  to  pull  up  stakes 
and  remove  to  some  locality  where  they  could  get 
cheaper  fuel,  but  with  the  decision  of  the  rail¬ 
way  commission  permitting  discrimination  in  their 
favor,  or  rather,  to  quote  from  the  commission’s 
opinion,  holding  that  the  making  of  lower  rates 
for  them  is  not  discrimination  against  the  other 
users  of  steam  coal  and  the  domestic  trade,  they 
are  putting  more  life  into  their  business.  The 
decision  assures  the  Indiana  operators  of  a  fine 
market  near  home,  and  there  is  no  immediate 
prospect  of  its  being  molested,  as  the  commis¬ 
sion  has  shown  that  it  intends  to  treat  the  con¬ 
ditions  along  broad  lines.  Governor  Hanly’s 
name  was  not  mentioned  in  connection  with  the 
case,  but  he  was  in  very  close  touch  with  all 
the  evidence,  and  it  is  said  that  he  was  very  well 
satisfied  with  the  result  of  the  deliberations. 

There  has  been  some  apprehension  among  the 
Indiana  operators  that  the  rates  fixed  by  the 
commission — sixty  cents  for  manufacturers,  sev¬ 
enty-five  for  other  users  of  steam  coal  and  eighty- 
five  for  domestic — might  hurt  their  domestic  trade, 
as  the  West  Virginia  and  Ohio  operators  can 
get  into  the  market  nearly  as  cheaply,  as  it  is 
claimed  the  railroads  favor  them,  but  the  feeling 
of  uneasiness  does  not  seem  to  be  general. 

It  is  now  understood  that  the  gas  belt  man¬ 
ufacturers  will  ask  the  railway  commission  to 
make  a  flat  rate  of  fifty  cents  a  ton  for  them. 
During  the  hearing  of  the  case  just  decided, 
Albert  Call,  of  Elwood,  attorney  for  the  gas  belt 
manufacturers’  '  association,  tried  to  show  that 
the  railroads  could  afford  to  make  a  fifty-cent 
rate  because  the  manufacturers  give  them  a  tre¬ 
mendous  volume  of  business  in  outgoing  freight. 
The  representatives  of  the  railroads,  however, 
stated  emphatically  that  they  could  not  haul  coal 
any  cheaper,  and  that  they  would  not  play  even 
with  the  manufacturers  were  it  not  for  the  out¬ 
going  freight. 

Manufacturers  Ask  for  a  Lower  Rate. 

If  the  proposition  is  presented  the  commission 
will  consider  it,  but  it  can  be  stated  on  reliable 
authority  that  the  commission  has  no  desire  to 
deal  unfairly  with  the  railroads  by  compelling 
them  to  make  a  lower  rate  to  suit  the  ideas 
of  some  of  the  manufacturers.  In  fact,  it  was 
predicted  today  by  a  man  in  close  touch  with 
the  situation  that  the  commission  would  promptly 
decide  to  let  the  rates  stand  as  they  are.  The 
decision  that  there  has  been  discrimination  in 
the  gas  belt  applies  to  all  parts  of  the  state,  and 
is  expected  to  keep  down  a  lot  of  complaints  that 
might  have  come  up  from  persons  or  companies 
that  were  not  favored  with  as  low  rates  as 
others  not  in  competition  with  them. 

President  Mitchell,  of  the  mine  workers,  is 
en  route  for  Scranton,  Pa.,  to  attend  the  annual 
celebration  of  “Mitchell  day,”  Saturday.  He 
has  been  visiting  his  family  at  Spring  Valley,  Ill., 
during  the  last  week,  but  he  is  so  busy  preparing 
for  the  wage  conferences  at  Indianapolis  and  in 
the  anthracite  fields  that  he  took  along  a  part  of 
his  office  force,  so  he  could  continue  his  work. 

It  was  stated  at  the  national  headquarters  here 
today  that  the  three  anthracite  districts  will 
probably  hold  their  wage  conference  at  Shamokin 
about  the  middle  of  December.  President  Mitchell 
will  confer  with  the  presidents  of  the  three  dis¬ 
tricts  and  probably  will  arrange  for  the  date 
and  the  place  then. 

The  impression  is  given  here  that  Mitchell 
and  his  associates  are  doing  everything  in  their 
power  to  perpetuate  peace  in  the  mining  regions. 
The  call  for  the  annual  convention  here  in  Jan¬ 
uary  and  the  joint  conference  with  the  oper¬ 
ators  of  Ohio,  Illinois,  Indiana  and  western 
Pennsylvania  in  February  is  now  being  prepared 
and  will  be  issued  within  the  next  two  or  three 


weeks.  The  mine  workers’  officials  are  very 
anxious  that  none  but  the  most  conservative  men 
shall  be  sent  as  delegates  by  the  locals,  as  they 
do  not  want  a  convention  that  will  prefer  a 
“knock-down-and-drag-out”  policy  if  the  oper¬ 
ators  do  not  show  a  disposition  to  bend  to  their 
will. 

The  time  for  making  nominations  of  officers 
for  the  mine  workers’  national  will  close  October 
thirty-first.  No  one  can  be  a  candidate  unless 
his  name  is  presented  by  five  locals.  Then  he 
can  run  if  he  wants  to,  but  up  to  this  time  no 
opposition  has  appeared  to  the  re-election  of 
President  Mitchell,  Vice-presjdent  Lewis  or  Sec¬ 
retary-Treasurer  Wilson,  so  it  is  very  likely  that 
they  will  be  continued  at  the  head  of  the  organi¬ 
zation  for  at  least  another  year. 


The  St.  Louis  Coal  Market. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Oct.  26. —  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.)— J\\z  market  here  is  in  a  flourishing  con¬ 
dition;  in  fact,  better  than  it  has  been  for  some 
time.  There  is  a  serious  car  shortage  throughout 
the  Illinois  district,  consequently  shipments  are 
very  poor.  Some  of  the  mines  are  only  working 
about  one-half  their  regular  capacity  on  account 
of  the  shortage  of  equipment.  Also  some  mines 
are  shut  down  altogether.  Trenton  mines  have 
not  been  working  for  the  past  week  or  ten  days. 
All  the  coal-carrying  roads  coming  into  St.  Louis 
are  experiencing  a  serious  shortage  of  equipment, 
the  Illinois  Central  and  Wabash  probably  being 
the  greatest  sufferers. 

There  is  a  considerable  market  for  free  coal, 
which  presumably  is  induced  by  car  famine  and 
cold  weather.  The  average  selling  price  on 
standard  shaker  screen  lump  for  the  past  week 
has  been  $1.30,  although  it  can  be  had  all  the  way 
from  $1.20  up,  which  is  considerably  better  than 
last  \veek.  The  demand  for  free  coal,  for  the 
first  time  in  several  months,  equals  the  supply. 
Whether  this  condition  of  affairs  will  remain 
throughout  the  winter  can  only  be  conjectured, 
but  it  is  sincerely  hoped  that  this  market  will 
not  again  be  flooded,  as  it  has  been  in  the  past 
few  months. 

The  retail  market  is  in  good  condition  and  or¬ 
ders  are  coming  in  at  a  rapid  rate  since  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  cold  weather.  There  has  been  an  e.x- 
ceptionally  heavy  fall  trade,  in  fact  heavier  than 
ever  known  before. 

Bituminous  Prices  ,Are  Higher. 

Prices  on  bituminous  coal  for  domestic  pur¬ 
poses  have  advanced  somewhat  during  the  past 
week.  The  demand  is  better  than  it  has  been  for 
some  time  past.  The  advance  was  caused  by  the 
serious  car  shortage  in  the  Illinois  field.  Prices 
are  as  follows : 

Per  Bu. 


Trenton  . 15c 

Carterville  . 14c 

Staunton,  Mount  Olive . 13c 

Standard  . 12c 


The  majority  of  housekeepers  burn  gas  during 
the  summer  months  and  coal  during  the  winter, 
which,  consequently,  makes  an  increased  demand 
at  this  time.  The  dealers  are  also  making  more 
of  an  effort  to  dispose  of  bituminous  coal  than 
they  have  in  the  past,  most  of  them  having  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  gas  company  the  winner  and 
ceased  trying  to  make  any  effort  to  dispose  of  it 
during  the  w’arm  weather,  m- 

The  demand  for  all  grades  of  Arkansas  anthra¬ 
cite  continues  very  good.  Shipments  are  fair,  no 
trouble  being  experienced  in  obtaining  all  the 
coal  needed  to  supply  the  current  demand. 

Arkansas  semi-anthracite  continues  to  be  in 
very  good  demand,  and  promises  to  be  a  very 
popular  coal.  The  distributers  have  been  making 
strenuous  efforts  to  dispose  of  this  product,  and 
it  is  safe  to  say  that  'their  efforts  have  been  re¬ 
warded.  It  is  similar  in  quality  to  Pocahontas, 
and  in  some  ways  is  better.  It  is  safe  to  pre¬ 
dict  that  it  will,  if  it  gives  good  satisfaction  this 
winter,  be  in  great  demand  in  the  future.  Ship¬ 
ments  are  all  that  can  be  expected  and  the  dis¬ 
tributers  and  having  no  trouble  in  filling  orders. 
This  coal  is  retailing  approximately  for  $6.25  per 
ton  delivered. 

A  New  York  company  has  recently  been  incor¬ 
porated  to  construct  an  electric  railway  line  from 
East  St.  Louis  to  Marissa,  Pinckneyville,  Willis- 
ville  and  Sparta,  taking  in  the  coal  belt.  The 
capitalists  interested  in  this  company  are  also  in¬ 


terested  in  the  present  electric  railway  lines  from 
East  St.  Louis  and  Belleville,  and  the  proposed 
road  w'ould  be  an  extension  of  that  line. 

The  company  is  now  obtaining  estimates  on 
the  construction  and  is  preparing  to  let  con¬ 
tracts. 


The  Ohio  Coal  Trade. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  Oct.  26. — (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)— On  Monday,  the  thirtieth  inst.,  it 
will  be  decided  whether  or  not  there  is  to  be 
another  advance  in  the  circular  prices  of  Hocking 
coal.  The  Ohio  Operators’  Association  held  a 
meeting  at  its  headquarters  in  this  city  on  Tues¬ 
day  last  for  the  purpose  of  considering  this  ques¬ 
tion.  There  was  a  large  attendance  and  the  sen¬ 
timent  was  against  authorizing  an  advance.  The 
influence  of  one  prominent  operator  was  suffi¬ 
cient,  however,  to  delay  action  until  the  date 
named,  when  there  will  be  another  session. 

Operators  generally  feel  that  they  have  noth¬ 
ing  to  complain  of  in  the  present  selling  price 
of  coal,  their  only  grievance  being  the  difficulty 
of  getting  it  to  market.  The  wisdom  of  an  ad¬ 
vance,  in  face  of  West  Virginia,  Indiana  and 
Illinois  competition,  is  doubted.  The  time  has 
gone  by  when  the  Hocking  valley  may  proceed 
arbitrarily  in  such  matters,  it  is  argued,  and 
such  a  policy  might  react  upon  its  interests,  if 
not  now,  a  little  later,  when  there  is  a  let-up 
in  the  demand.  Unless  existing  conditions  are 
relieved  spot  coal  will  soon  be  at  a  premium,  and 
it  is  thought  better  to  let  prices  adjust  themselves 
in  this  way  than  to  go  on  record  as  making  a 
formal  advance.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  claimed 
that  car  shortage  naturally  affects  quotations,  and 
that  the  present  situation  justifies  an  advance. 
The.  latter,  should  it  go  into  effect,  will  be  ten 
or  fifteen  cents  a  ton. 

Car  Shortage  Is  Serious. 

The  car  shortage  is  variously  estimated  at 
from  forty  to  sixty  per  cent  below  requirements. 
As  a  result,  many  mines  with  business  enough  to 
keep  them  going  at  full  capacity  are  running  only 
half  time.  There  is  no  relief  in  sight  except  tha( 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  on  whose  lines  conditions 
seem  to  he  the  most  aggravated,  promises  to  place 
in  service  by  November  first  a  large  installment 
of  the  5,000  new  cars  which  it  has  under  contract. 
The  scarcity  of  Hocking  coal  in  Chicago  contin¬ 
ues  to  be  a_  feature  of  the  local  market.  Based 
on  the  anxious  inquiries  which  are  being  wired 
from  that  city,  operators  are  expecting  premium 
prices  in  the  near  future.  The  market  rules 
strong  at  $1.50  for  domestic  lump.  All  companies 
have  orders  stacked  up  ahead  and  no  new  ones 
are  being  accepted  at  the  October  quotations. 
Fine  coal  for  steam  use  is  in  heavy  demand  at 
sixty  cents. 

Hardship  is  being  worked  on  local  retail  deal¬ 
ers  by  short  stocks  and  irregular  receipts.  The 
complaint  is  heard  that  they  are  making  no  monev 
and  an  advance  over  the  present  selling  price  of 
$3.00  for  domestic  lump  is  being  agitated,  as  a 
necessity  of  the  situation. 

Notes  from  the  Field. 

Harry  Loomis,  manager  of  the  National  Coal 
Co.,  of  Akron,  Ohio,  was  in  the  city  during  the 
past  week. 

H.  D.  Turney,  prominent  as  one  of  the  older 
Hocking  valley  operators,  has  been  on  a  trip  to 
the  Pacific  coast,  in  the  interests  of  an  Oregon 
irrigation  and  power  company  with  which  he  is 
officially  connected. 

The  Washington  Fuel  Co.,  of  this  city,  has 
opened  up  a  branch  headquarters  in  the  Traction 
building  at  Indianapolis,  with  E.  L,  Ensi.gn  in 
charge.  The  company  will  open  another  branch  at 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  on  November  first. 

George  Beeson,  late  auditor  of  the  Sunday 
Creek  Co.,  has  associated  himself  with  A.  Bren- 
holtz  in  the  General  Hocking  Fuel  Co.  Mr. 
Beeson  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  competent 
men  in  his  line  and  is  a  decided  acquisition  to 
the  company. 

H.  L.  Metzger  &  Co.,  operating  at  Jasonville, 
Ind.,  with  offices  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  will  remove  the 
latter  to  this  city.  S.  F.  L.  Dean,  of  Columbus,  has 
been  made  general  manager  of  the  concern,  also 
of  the  Chicago  &  Hocking  Coal  Co.  Mr.  Dean 
ret.nins  his  connection  with  the  Eagle  Coal  Co,,  of 
which  be  is  secretary. 
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Are  you  an  optimist?  You  will  be  before  the  winter  is  over  if  you  have 
anv  coal  to  sell. 

The  anthracite  miners  will  not  meet  until  the  early  part  of  December. 
All  talk  of  a  strike  prior  to  that  time  is  premature. 

Time  for  the  retailer  in  coal  to  prepare  for  his  harvest.  Cold  weather 
will  be  here  before  we  know  it,  and  there  are  many  householders  who  have 
not  yet  taken  in  a  supply  sufficient  to  last  them  through  the  first  cold  spell. 

What  did  we  tell  you  about  the  car  situation?  Our  predictions  have 
come  true  to  the  letter.  Car  supply  will  be  a  feature  in  connection  with  the 
coal  trade  for  the  next  thirty  days,  and  perhaps  for  a  longer  period. 

It  is  a  relief  to  turn  to  the  Kentucky  newspapers  when  reading  the 
public  prints  on  coal  matters.  They  do  not  refer  to  coal  men  as  “robber 
barons”  or  “pira’ical  magnates”  or  by  any  other  high-sounding  but  mislead¬ 
ing  names.  Here  is  what  one  of  the  Louisville  newspapers  said  recently : 


“Kentucky  in  coal  development  is  on  the  very  lowest  threshhold  of  the  step 
of  progress.  The  next  decade  will  see  wonderful  advancement  in  the  eastern 
circle  of  the  state’s  counties.  These  count  es  will  not  only  send  out  coal  in 
abundance,  but  use  it  freely  in  turning  the  wheels  of  domestic  industry. 
Kentucky  is  to  be  one  of  the  liveliest  industrial  center  in  the  union.”  It  is 
a  pity  that  some  of  the  older  coal-producing  rtates  do  not  appreciate  what 
the  development  of  this  hidden  wealth  means  and  has  meant  to  them  indus¬ 
trially. 

Car  Situation  Grows  Worse. 

As  was  prcdic'ed  in  this  column  several  weeks  ago,  the  car  situation  this 
week  rapidly  has  developed  some  features  which  are  indicative  of  still  higher 
prices,  and  the  necessity  for  strenuous  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  buyers,  if  they 
des  re  to  secure  the  delivery,  of  coal.  Retail  coal  dealers  and  consumers  who 
acted  on  our  advice,  given  a  month  or  six  weeks  ago,  and  purchased  their 
supply  for  immedia'e  requirements,  are  the  ones  who  can  view  the  situation 
without  alarm.  Those  who  did  not  act  on  this  advice  must  be  apprehensive 
of  the  immediate  future. 

In  the  eastern  states,  competent  author’ties  in  railroad  circles  say  that 
the  supply  of  cars  is  the  worst  that  it  has  been  in  the  past  twenty  years.  The 
requirements  can  not  be  supplied  even  for  the  short  hauls,  while  the  efficiency 
of  transportation  where  long  hauls  are  involved  is  much  less  than  fifty  per 
cent  of  normal.  Grain  is  being  held  in  vessels  at  Buffalo,  owing  to  the  inabil¬ 
ity  of  the  rail  lines  to  supply  equipment  for  transportation  to  tide.  The 
tonnage  of  perishable  freight,  including  fruits  and  produce,  which  is  moving 
from  the  producing  regions  in  western  New  York  and  in  Canada,  is  in  excess 
of  previous  years  by  a  considerable  per  cent,  and  all  the  cars  available  are 
being  utilized  in  this  branch  of  rervice,  because  this  freight  can  not  wait  until 
later  on. 

Some  idea  of  the  situation  may  be  obtained  when  it  is  known  that  anthra¬ 
cite  from  the  region  where  it  is  produced,  in  the  movement  wes'ward,  is 
shipped  in  any  available  car  that  can  be  secured  and  that  gondolas  have  been 
pressed  into  this  service.  Ordinarily  this  coal  is  only  moved  in  box  cars. 
Bituminous  producers  are  encountering  the  same  problems  that  prevail  in  the 
anthracite  region.  In  the  Pittsburg  field  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  Fairmont 
field  of  West  Virginia  the  car  supply  is  so  short  that  producing  coal  compa¬ 
nies  have  wi'hdrawn  quotations  on  “free”  coal  for  current  shipment,  and  are 
devoting  their  energies  largely  to  the  movement  of  tonnage  required  on  con¬ 
tracts.  They  claim  that  tonnage  under  contract  is  slightly  in  excess  of  the 
facil'ties  which  they  have  for  the  transportation  of  coal. 

In  the  western  trade  the  supply  of  cars  has  been  materially  reduced  at  the 
mines,  and  the  production  practically  will  not  average  more  than  two  days 
out  of  six  this  week.  One  of  ’he  main  north  and  south  lines  entering  Chicago 
from  Indiana  and  Illinois  embargoed  its  shippers  last  week  and  the  embargo 
has  contmued  practically  ever  since.  Its  terminals  were  congested,  and  it  was 
almost  impossible  to  get  coal  through  to  the  consignees  after  it  left  the 
mines.  Reports  of  delays  in  moving  coal  after  it  leaves  the  mines  are  fre¬ 
quent.  Cars,  wh'ch  ordinarily  reach  their  des'ination  in  one  or  two  days, 
have  been  out  from  ten  days  to  a  fortnight,  and  in  some  instances  no  trace 
of  them  has  been  obtained.  This  indicates  the  extent  of  the  car  shoUage  in 
a  general  way.  Details  only  corroborate  the  as'^ertion  that  transportation  is 
in  the  worst  position  it  has  been  in  a  number  of  years. 

The  outlook  for  an  improvement  immediately  is  far  from  encouraging. 
The  heavy  tonnage  of  freight  which  is  to  be  moved  will  continue  present  con¬ 
ditions  until  the  early  part  of  the  winter,  if  not  longer.  It  is  a  fact  that  if 
there  is  pressure  on  the  tranrportation  lines  to  move  their  tonnage  at  this 
time,  when  conditions  pertaining  to  the  physical  operation  are  almost  ideal, 
with  the  advent  of  cold  weather  and  frost  they  will  become  worse  instead  of 
better.  The  Black  Diamond  ventures  the  prophesy  that  there  will  be  no 
improvement  before  December  first  at  the  earliest.  It  is  probable  that  the 
car  shortage  will  continue  after  that  date,  and  it  is  extremely  likely  that  dur¬ 
ing  November  the  movement  of  freight  will  be  much  slower,  and  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  coal  will  be  lessened  owing  to  lack  of  transportation,  as  compared 
with  the  situa’ion  in  October.  Coal  operators  in  all  of  the  eartern  fields  were 
never  more  bullish  as  to  prices  than  today — not  even  excepting  the  latter 
part  of  1902,  when  the  anthracite  strike  had  resulted  in  abnormal  conditions. 
They  are  watching  the  situation  very  carefully  and.  while  in  extreme  cases 
may  be  carried  away  with  the  r  own  enthusiasm,  there  is  no  quertion  but 
what  they  have  facts  on  which  to  base  their  opinions.  Coal  dealers  and  coal- 
consumers  who  have  not  covered  their  requirements  up  to  December  first 
should  do  so  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  If  they  are  likely  to  need  coal  as 
early  as  the  middle  of  next  month  it  is  to  their  interest  to  place  their  orders 
at  once,  in  order  that  it  may  be  on  hand  when  it  is  wan’ed.  This  advice  is 
not  given  with  a  view  to  booming  the  market.  It  is  for  the  benefit  of  all  the 
clientele  of  The  Black  Diamond  who  read  this  paper  with  the  idea  of  ob¬ 
taining  authoritative  information  on  which  to  base  their  purchases  of  coal. 
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International  Council  Holds  Meeting 


The  International  Council  of  Coal  Merchants 
held  a  meeting  Thursday  eyening  at  the  Great 
Northern  hotel  in  Chicago,  most  of  the  delegates 
present  being  in  attendance  at  the  freight  rate 
convention  at  Studebaker  hall. 

The  meeting  of  the  International  Council  was 
called  to  order  with  about  fifty  delegates  present, 
representing  the  various  interstate,  state  and  city 
organizations.  The  register  showed  the  follow¬ 
ing  delegates  in  attendance ;  Col.  Wm.  F.  En- 
dress,  Jamestown,  N.  Y. ;  Robt.  H.  Lake,  Jack- 
son,  Mich. ;  R.  E.  Harris,  Omaha,  Neb. ;  Bushrod 
M.  Watts.  Baltimore,  Md. ;  Edwin  S.  Brady,  Bal¬ 
timore,  Md. ;  James  D.  Hughes,  Baltimore ;  G. 
H.  Machman,  Baltimore;  C.  M.  Morse,  Winona, 
Minn. ;  H.  M.  Kelly,  Harrisburg,  Pa. ;  G.  H. 
Reeves,  Minneapolis,  Minn. ;  D.  M.  Baker,  Adrian, 
Mich.;  Wm.  Koonzh,  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind. ;  G.  H. 
Krudop,  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.;  J.  W.  Landrum,  Terre 
Haute,  Ind. ;  Wm.  Bertolet.  Reading,  Pa. ;  Samuel 

B.  Crowell,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  C.  Frank  William¬ 
son,  Media,  Pa. ;  Jos.  H.  Palmer,  Wallingford, 
Pa.;  John  C.  Hay,  Listowell,  Ontario;  A.  E. 
Bradshaw,  Indianapolis,  Pa. ;  James  Walker,  Phil¬ 
adelphia,  Pa.;  Chas.  B.  Staale,  Albany,  N.  Y. ;  Ir¬ 
win  Eastman,  Lebanon,  Pa.;  Geo.  H.  Mitchell, 
Mill  Village,  Pa. ;  Chas.  K.  Scull,  Philadelphia, 
Pa. ;  Chas.  M.  Stuart,  Albany,  N.  Y. ;  W.  F. 
Plane,  Atlanta,  Ga. ;  Eli  Z.  Zinn,  York,  Pa. ;  W.  H. 
Kneas,  Morristown,  Pa.;  H.  Nesbit,  Atchison, 
Kas. ;  Isaiah  B.  Seibert.  Reading,  Pa. ;  J.  Martin 
Lautach,  Allentown,  Pa.;  N.  1.  Schermerhorn, 
Schenectady,  N.  Y. ;  John  H.  Lynch,  Albany,  N. 
Y. ;  J.  Scott  Baldwin,  Elmira,  N.  Y. ;  C.  B.  Math¬ 
er,  Elmira,  Pa.;  Chas.  T.  Taylor,  Mankato,  Minn.; 
F.  E.  Crandall,  Mankato,  Minn. ;  W.  C.  Leifer- 
man,  Minneapolis,  Minn. ;  F.  G.  Humphrey,  Wa- 
terbury.  Conn. ;  M.  H.  Moore,  Le  Mars,  Iowa ; 

C.  H.  Chisam,  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa ;  S.  W. 
Stickney,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ;  A.  H.  Tracy  Jr., 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. ;  George  Gregory,  Marshalltown, 
Iowa;  Geo.  T.  Calvert,  Detroit,  Mich.;  W.  R. 
Batcheller,  Boston,  Mass. ;  C.  E.  Halstead,  Spring- 
field,  Mass. ;  E.  W.  Staebler,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  shortly  after 
eight  o’clock,  the  first  order  of  business  being 
a  discussion  of  the  short-weight  and  demurrage 
problems.  Jos.  H.  Palmer,  of  Wallingford,  Pa., 
brought  up  the  short-weight  question,  saying  that 
eastern  retailers  were  sustaining  considerable 
losses  on  anthracite,  which  frequently  amounted 
to  two  and  a  half  and  three  per  cent.  ’  This 
loss  was  directly  out  of  pocket  of  the  retailers, 
and  the  eastern  members  felt  that  some  action 
should  be  taken  which  would  result  in  the  re¬ 
tailer  receiving  full  weight. 

James  Walker,  president  of  the  Philadelphia 
Coal  Exchange,  related  his  experience,  showing 
that  coal  received  in  open  cars  from  the  anthra¬ 
cite  collieries  was  short  in  weight,  and  that  this 
took  away  the  profit.s  of  the  retailers  to  a  very 
large  extent.  He  called  upon  Secretary  Chas. 
K.  Scull,  of  the  exchange  to  submit  figures  show¬ 
ing  the  shortage  on  cars  received  at  Philadelphia, 
as  reported  to  him. 

W.  R.  Batcheller,  secretary  of  the  New  England 
Retail  Association,  said  that  he  had  been  identi¬ 
fied  for  a  number  of  years  with  an  anthracite 
shipping  company,  and  he  knew  after  a  freight 
car  left  the  shops,  the  stenciled  tare  on  it  was 
never  changed,  but  remained  the  same,  as  a  conse¬ 
quence  of  which  it  did  not  represent  the  actual 
tare  of  the  car. 

Mr.  Palmer  explained  that  he  believed  the 
present  was  an  opportune  time  to  secure  a  reform 
of  this  abuse,  and  he  thought  those  present  should 
decide  on  a  definite  plan  of  action  and  upon  an 
expression  of  their  grievances  which  should  be 
placed  before  the  railroads.  He  said  if  this  were 
done  in  a  spirit  of  fairness,  the  dealers  would 
obtain  redress,  and  that  the  present  abuses  would 
be  corrected. 

Robert  Lake,  president  of  the  Michigan  and 
Indiana  Retail  Association,  called  attention  to 
.shortage  in  bituminous  shipments  and  particularly 
on  nut  coal.  He  said  that  on  a  recent  shipment 
of  three  cars  which  he  ordered  there  was  a  total 
shortage  of  fifteen  tons.  By  means  of  figures  he 
showed  that  if  an  allowance  were  not  made  for 
the  shortage  of  coal,  the  dealer  would  lose  money 
in  handling  it,  if  he  handled  it  on  the  same  profit 
as  he  would  if  he  received  full  weight.  He  sug¬ 
gested  that  every  dealer  ought  to  make  an  allow¬ 


ance  of  twenty-five  cents  a  ton,  which  should  be 
added  to  the  cost  of  the  coal,  to  make  up  for  the 
short  weight. 

W.  F.  Plane,  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  made  an  able 
address  showing  what  had  been  accomplished 
in  the  short-weight  matter  in  his  state.  He  said 
he  had  personally  made  complaint  before  the 
state  railroad  commission,  and  had  had  a  hearing 
which  resulted  in  improved  conditions.  In  addi¬ 
tion  the  legislature  of  Georgia  had  passed  a  law 
which  provided  that  coal  must  be  weighed  at  the 
request  of  the  consignee  when  it  was  believed 
it  was  short  in  weight,  and  if  it  was  short  in 
weight  the  railroad  company  would  make  no 
charge  for  this  weighing,  but  if  it  weighed  within 
500  pounds  of  the  amount  consigned  then  the  con¬ 
signee  must  pay  a  charge  of  $2.00  per  car. 

George  Gregory,  of  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  told 
what  the  Iowa  and  Nebraska  Retail  Coal  Dealers’ 
Association  had  gained  in  its  campaign  for  short 
weight,  namely,  a  bill  of  lading,  the  re-weighing 
of  the  car  at  destination  or  the  nearest  junction 
point  free,  if  it  was  found  to  be  short  in  weight, 
or  if  it  was  full-weight,  a  charge  of  $1.00  was 
made.  Wherever  a  shortage  was  found  to  exist  a 
claim  was  made  by  the  dealer  for  the  excess 
freight  charges  and  the  amount  of  coal  lost  or 
stolen,  and  these  claims  were  allowed  at  once 
by  the  railroads. 

R.  E.  Harris,  secretary  of  this  association, 
said  there  was  one  point  missed  by  Mr.  Gregory, 
and  that  was  that  where  there  no  scales  the  dealer 
was  permitted  to  weigh  his  coal  on  wagon  scales, 
as  he  unloaded  it,'  and  his  affidavit  was  accepted 
by  the  railroad  as  the  basis  of  the  claim  for  any 
shortage. 

C.  H.  Chisam,  president  of  the  association,  said 
that  since  the  adoption  of  these  new  weighing 
rules,  he  had  made  more  profit  out  of  his  coal 
business  than  ever  before.  He  told  of  the  fair 
treatment  received  by  the  representatives  of  the 
association  from  the  railroads  while  the  new  rules 
were  under  consideration  and  said  that  other  or¬ 
ganizations  could  obtain  the  same  rules  and  privi¬ 
leges  if  they  went  to  the  presidents  and  general 
managers  of  the  railroads,  as  did  the  Iowa  and 
Nebraska  association.  There  was  much  further 
desultory  debate  on  the  matter,  after  which  a  mo¬ 
tion  was  made  and  adopted  that  the  president 
appoint  a  committee  of  five  from  the  different 
state  organizations  to  consider  and  take  up  the 
matter  of  short  weights  and  demurrage  with  the 
various  railroads. 

The  convention  then  adjourned,  following  which 
a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  was  held  for 
the  purpose  of  considering  the  matter  of  incor¬ 
porating  the  International  Council  under  the  laws 
of  Illinois. 


Embodies  Modern  Ideas. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Black  Diamond; 

I  wish  to  congratulate  you  on  the  growth  and 
development  which  has  occurred  in  connection 
with  your  publication  in  recent  years.  The  Black 
Diamond  represents  to  me  the  highest  type  of 
a  coal  paper.  There  was  a  time  when  I  was 
willing  to  concede  that  an  eastern  publication 
was  superior  in  some  respects,  but  that  time  is 
past,  and  all  discriminating  readers  must  grant 
that  your  publication  stands  at  the  head  with 
no  competitors  in  its  class.  I  particularly  desire 
to  emphasize  my  appreciation  of  the  modern 
ideas  which  you  have  embodied  in  your  publica¬ 
tion.  It  is  easy  to  find  the  news  on  any  particu¬ 
lar  subject  because  of  the  headings  and  sub-head¬ 
ings  which  you  make  use  of,  and  your  service 
from  the  different  important  coal  markets  has 
never  been  equaled.  I  also  appreciate  the  large 
number  of  illustrations  used.  They  add  a  great 
deal  to  the  appearance  of  your  pub’ication,  while 
the  general  neatness  and  typographical  appearance 
are  the  equal  of  those  of  any  publication  in  the 
country,  not  even  excepting  the  magazines. 

The  only  ones  I  ever  hear  expressing  them¬ 
selves  in  criticism  of  The  Black  Diamond  are 
your  competitors.  They  all  endeavor  to  come  up 
to  the  standard  which  you  have  set  for  them, 
but  seem  to  fall  far  short  in  every  essential  re¬ 
spect.  Each  issue  of  The  Black  Diamond  con¬ 
tains  a  fund  of  valuable  news  and  informa¬ 


tion,  and  the  best  of  it  is  that  when  one  reads 
it  in  your  columns  he  knows  it  is  true,  which  is 
more  than  can  be  said  of  those  coal  papers 
which  rely  upon  clippings  for  their  news  service 
and  in  rewriting  them  get  them  distorted.  Keep 
up  the  good  work.  The  Black  Diamond  is  a 
class  paper  of  which  all  of  the  discriminating 
coal  men  in  the  country  should  feel  proud.  I 
know  I  do  and  have  heard  others  who  have  ex¬ 
pressed  themselves  in  the  same  vein. 

New  York.  Oct.  a*/.  Palatine. 


Form  Midland  Coal  Co. 

Last  week  attention  was  directed  in  The 
Black  Diamond  to  the  incorporation  of  the 
Midland  Coal  Co.,  under  the  laws  of  Delaware, 
with  headquarters  in  Chicago.  The  company  is 
capitalized  at  $750,000  and  has  its  headquarters 
at  suite  655  Monadnock  building,  Chicago. 

The  Midland  Coal  Co.  will  be  an  important 
coal  mining  enterprise.  Not  only  will  it  engage 
in  the  production  of  coal  on  an  e.xtensive  scale 
in  the  central  Kentucky  field,  but  it  will  build 
a  railroad  which  will  give  an  outlet  for  its  coal 
over  several  different  lines  of  railroad. 

The  company  is  composed  of  a  number  of  very 
prominent  capitalists  in  the  west  and  south. 
C.  B.  Hengen,  who  is  prominent  in  the  new  com¬ 
pany,  is  also  the  owner  and  president  of  the  Ore¬ 
gon  Southeastern  railroad,  which  operates  in 
Oregon.  Associated  with  him  are  a  number  of 
other  capitalists.  Flenry  D.  Laughlin,  a  promi¬ 
nent  capitalist  of  Chicago,  has  been  made  vice- 
president.  The  directorate  includes  these  two 
gentlemen  and  Robert  C.  Lewis,  treasurer  of  the 
Lincoln  Trust  Co.,  New  York  City;  Wm.  J. 
Cox,  president  of  the  Kentucky  Bank  &  Trust 
Co.,  of  Madisonville,  Kentucky;  Charles  E.  Mar¬ 
tin,  a  merchant  at  Earles,  Ky. ;  Gen.  James  H. 
Wilson,  a  capitalist  of  Wilmington,  Delaware. 
Robert  W.  Dunlop,  of  Chicago,  is  treasurer  and 
Gordon  &  Gordon  &  Cox,  of  Madisonville,  Ky., 
are  general  counsel,  while  Ira  C.  Wood  is  Chi¬ 
cago  counsel. 

Will  Develop  5,000  Acres. 

The  new  company  already  has  purchased  the 
Oregon  &  Kentucky  Coal  Co.,  which  owned  590 
acres  of  coal  land  at  Earles,  Ky.,  between  Central 
City  and  Madisonville.  In  addition  to  purchas¬ 
ing  this  company  outright,  it  has  acquired  enough 
additional  coal  to  make  a  tract  of  5,000  acres  in 
the  Muhlenberg  county  field.  Development  of 
this  field  already  has  been  commenced  and  an 
opening  has  been  completed  at  Earles,  Ky.  It 
is  planned  to  open  four  drift  mines,  each  having 
a  capacity  of  500  tons  daily.  This  coal  will  be 
prepared  in  two  large  tipples,  each  having  a 
capacity  of  1,000  tons  of  coal  annually.  The  com¬ 
pany  will  push  development  work  aggressively 
and  expects  to  be  producing  a  large  tonnage  by 
this  time  next  year,  and  will  be  producing  some 
coal  before  that  time.  The  No.  11  seam  will  be 
developed  first  and  is  of  good  quality.  The  No. 
0  seam  will  be  developed  later.  Both  of  these 
seams  can  be  worked  at  the  same  time. 

The  Midland  Coal  Co.  also  owns  the  Kentucky 
Midland  railroad  which  is  building  a  line  thirty 
miles  in  length  from  Central  City  to  Madison¬ 
ville,  Ky.  This  road  will  furnish  an  outlet  for 
the  coal  produced  by  the  company  on  three  differ¬ 
ent  roads,  through  its  connections  and  will  tap 
territory  which  has  not  been  developed  hereto¬ 
fore  owing  to  lack  of  transportation.  At  Madi¬ 
sonville  this  railroad  will  connect  with  the  main 
line  of  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  railroad;  the 
Providence  branch  of  the  same  road  and  with 
the  Kentucky  Valley  railroad  which  is  now  being 
built  between  Madisonville  and  Wheatcroft.  the 
latter  a  station  on  the  Illinois  Central  railroad. 
.\t  Central  City  connection  will  be  made  with 
both  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  and  the  Illinois 
Central  railroads.  It  is  believed  this  railroad 
which  is  owned  by  the  coal  company  will  ma¬ 
terially  add  to  the  earnings  of  the  latter  through 
the  general  freight  and  passenger  traffic  which  it 
will  develop,  the  whole  territory  which  it  will 
traverse  being  rich  in  coal  and  timber  resources. 

The  Midland  Coal  Co.  will  commence  busi¬ 
ness  under  particularly  favorable  conditions.  It 
is  expected  that  development  work  will  he  pushed 
as  rapidly  as  possible  and  that  good  progress  will 
be  made  in  getting  the  plans  of  the  compan\ 
well  under  way  before  the  end  of  the  winter. 
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Western  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


R.  H.  Williams,  of  Williams  &  Peters,  New 
York  city,  was  in  Chicago  last  week  on  a  busi¬ 
ness  trip. 

John  T.  Connery,  president  of  the  Miami  Coal 
Co.,  was  taken  ill  last  Sunday  with  intestinal 
troubles,  and  for  several  days  did  not  visit  his 
office  this  week. 

Menry  Ilolverscheid  of  Henry  I lolverscheid 
&  Co.,  First  National  bank  building,  Chicago,  is 
in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  this  week  for  the  purpose  of 
hurrying  up  shipments  of  coal. 

Col.  T.  N.  Mordue,  resident  manager  for 
Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Old  Colony  building, 
Chicago,  left  the  middle  of  the  week  for  Cleve¬ 
land  and  Detroit  on  a  business  trip. 

C.  M.  Moderwell,  of  C.  M.  Moderwell  &  Co., 
fifth  floor  of  the  Old  Colony  building,  ChicagQ. 
left  the  middle  of  the  week  for  a  business  trip 
to  Cleveland,  Pittsburg  and  Fairmont,  and  will 
be  gone  several  days. 

M.  A.  Hanna  &  Co.  have  removed  their  Chicago 
office  from  the  Hartford  building  to  suite  1602 
Fisher  building,  where  they  will  be  more  cen¬ 
trally  located  and  have  better  facilities  for  the 
transaction  of  business. 

E.  M.  Mancourt,  western  manager  of  the  Fair¬ 
mont,  Consolidation  and  Somerset  coal  compa¬ 
nies,  with  headquarters  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  was  in 
Chicago  during  the  week  to  meet  an  invalid 
brother  upon  his  return  from  New  Mexico. 

The  Milwaukee  Coke  &  Gas  Co.,  of  Milwaukee, 
announced  recently  that  it  will  shortly  increase 
its  capital  from  $1,000,000  to  $3,000,000.  The 
M.  A.  Hanna  Co.,  of  Cleveland,  and  Charles  Ray 
and  Ferdinand  Schlessinger,  of  Milwaukee,  are 
now  said  to  control  the  property. 

It  is  reported  from  Minneapolis  that  the  case 
of  E.  O.  Fellows,  the  coal  dealer  in  that  city 
who  was  arrested  last  summer  on  the  charge  of 
grand  larceny,  has  been  continued  over  the  term 
and  will  not  be  tried  till  December,  when  the  next 
term  of  the  district  court  will  be  held  there. 

The  retail  yard  of  the  Commonwealth  Fuel  Co., 
Belmont  and  Milwaukee  avenues.  Chicago,  has 
been  sold  to  the  Ehrmann  Coal  Co.  The  latter  will 
operate  it  in  the  future.  The  yard  is  equipped 
•with  modern  machinery  for  handling  and  storing 
coal  and  should  prove  profitable  to  the  new 
owners. 

S.  M.  Dalzell,  general  manager  of  the  Spring 
Valley  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago, 
has  been  confined  to  his  home  the  greater  part  of 
the  time  during  the  past  two  weeks  with  a  severe 
attack  of  rheumatism.  Only  once  during  that 
time  has  he  been  able  to  visit  the  office,  and  then 
only  for  a  short  time. 

J.  J.  Tierney,  president,  and  Thomas  F.  Far¬ 
rell,  general  manager,  of  the  Pocahontas  Coke 
Co.,  Bramwell,  W.  Va.,  were  in  Chicago  the  lat¬ 
ter  part  of  last  week  on  a  business  trip.  Mr. 
Farrell,  who  was  formerly  traffic  manager  of 
the  New  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
with  headquarters  at  Cincinnati,  met  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  friends  while  here. 

M.  L.  Gould,  general  sales  agent  of  the  United 
Fourth-Vein  Coal  Co.,  with  headquarters  in  the 
Terminal  Traction  building,  Indianapolis,  has 
been  forced  to  resign  on  account  of  a  serious  at¬ 
tack  of  sciatic  rheumatism.  Mr.  Gould  left  In¬ 
dianapolis  last  Friday  for  southern  mineral 
springs,  where  it  is  hoped  that  a  permanent  cure 
will  be  accomplished,  but  it  is  said  that  his  con¬ 
dition  is  precarious  and  demands  prompt  medical 
attention. 

The  Miami  Coal  Co.  opened  its  new  storage 
sheds  at  Kedzie  and  Albany  avenues  last  week, 
when  the  first  coal  ever  received  arrived.  The 
consignment  consisted  of  two  cars  of  anthra¬ 
cite  intended  for  the  storage  pockets,  and  to 
properly  commemorate  the  opening  of  the  plant 
the  coal  was  loaded  in  new  Erie  cars  which  were 
just  out  of  the  shops.  The  arrival  of  the  coal 
attracted  much  attention  in  that  part  of  the  city 
as  the  whole  neighborhood  has  been  interested 
in  the  development  of  the  plant.  The  Miami 
Coal  Co.,  now  that  it  has  practically  completed 


its  new  yard  at  that  point,  will  make  a  number 
of  improvements  in  its  yard  at  Blue  Island  ave¬ 
nue  between  Wood  and  Lincoln  streets.  This 
yard  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the  city,  having  a 
frontage  of  CS.'j  feet.  A  new  storage  shed  will 
be  built  which  will  be  200  feet  in  length  and  150 
feet  in  width.  It  will  have  a  storage  capacity  of 
about  20,000  tons  and  will  cost  $15',000.  The  shed 
will  be  equipped  with  scrapers  for  loading  to  the 
wagon  trade. 

The  Falling  Rock  Cannel  Coal  Co.,  New  York 
and  Chicago,  has  adopted  a  plan  of  sealing  all 
cars  of  this  coal  with  a  special  seal,  containing 
the  initials,  “F.  R.  C.,”  in  addition  to  which  a 
large  placard  will  be  placed  in  each  car  calling 
attention  to  the  fact  that  this  is  genuine  Falling 
Rock  cannel  coal.  It  is  claimed  by  the  producing 
company  that  other  coals  have  been  sold  as  the 
genuine  Falling  Rock,  and  this  plan  was  adopted 
to  prevent  this  substitution. 

A.  L.  Shaw,  with  the  Robert  Dick  Coal  Co., 
Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  for  a  number  of 
years  as  general  sales  agent,  has  resigned  to  be¬ 
come  general  sales  agent  of  the  Ziegler  Colliery 
Co.,  Fisher  building.  He  has  assumed  his  new 
duties.  Mr.  Shaw  is  a  eompetent  coal  man  and 
has  had  wide  experience  in  connection  with  the 
operating  end  of  the  business.  Prior  to  becom¬ 
ing  identified  with  the  Robert  Dick  Coal  Co.  he 
was  chief  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  coal  traffic 
manager  of  the  Illinois  Central  railroad  and 
had  several  years’  experience  in  the  railroad  busi¬ 
ness. 

L.  Ferris,  northwestern  sales  agent  of  Coxe 
Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  with  headquarters  in  the  An¬ 
drus  building  at  Minneapolis,  was  in  Chicago  for 
several  days  this  week  on  a  business  trip.  Mr. 
Ferris  reports  that  the  car  shortage  is  being  felt 
to  a  considerable  extent  at  northwestern  dock 
points,  and  particularly  in  getting  coal  to  the 
south  and  southwest  of  the  Twin  Cities,  where 
cars  are  used  largely  in  the  grain  trade.  He  does 
not  anticipate  there  will  be  any  improvement  in 
the  car  situation  in  that  territory  for  some  time, 
and  predicts  that  it  will  grow  worse  instead  of 
better. 

Wm.  D.  Elmstrom  &  Co.,  dealers  in  coal  at 
Forty-first  and  Lake  avenue,  Chicago,  are  plan¬ 
ning  to  build  an  office  at  Forty-second  street  and 
Lake  avenue,  which  will  be  more  centrally  lo¬ 
cated  for  that  section  of  the  city.  The  site  has 
been  secured  and  work  upon  the  office  will  com¬ 
mence  in  the  near  future.  During  the  summer 
the  elevation  of  the  tracks  alongside  the  yard  of 
this  firm  has  been  a  source  of  much  interruption 
to  business,  but  progress  is  being  made  by  the 
railroad  in  this  work  and  as  soon  as  it  is  com¬ 
pleted  Elmstrom  &  Co.  will  have  a  better  yard 
than  ever,  and  increased  facilities  for  doing  busi¬ 
ness. 

A.  O.  Tandy,  northwestern  sales  manager  of 
the  Vandalia  Coal  Co.,  with  headquarters  in  the 
Monadnock  building,  Chicago,,  has  closed  a  con¬ 
tract  for  his  company  with  the  National  Brick 
Co.  to  supply  it  with  all  the  coal  it  will  require 
during  the  next  twelve  months.  The  contract 
will  call  for  the  delivery  of  between  10,000  and 
15,000  tons  of  eoal  during  the  year,  although 
this  tonnage  may  be  increased,  as  the  company 
is  developing  very  rapidly.  The  contract  was 
awarded  Mr.  Tandy  after  much  competition  in 
which  practically  all  the  large  producing  com¬ 
panies  in  the  Indiana  field  participated.  The 
company  will  supply  Minshall  vein  coal  for 
special  purposes. 

Representatives  of  the  Northern  Coal  &  Dock 
Co.  at  Superior  have  closed  a  contract  with  the 
Barnett  &  Record  Co.,  of  Minneapolis,  for  the 
construction  of  this  dock  as  early  as  possible. 
Dredging  work  will  be  undertaken  at  once,  and 
it  is  expected  it  will  be  pushed  expeditiously 
until  completed  and  that  the  property  will  be  in 
readiness  to  receive  coal  by  June  first  at  the  latest. 
The  dock  will  be  774  feet  in  width  and  1,100  feet 
in  length.  Not  all  of  this  will  be  built  up  at 
once,  but  it  is  expected  that  at  least  half  of  this 
area  will  be  utilized  in  the  co.nstruction  work 
now  undertaken.  The  capacity  of  the  part  to 


be  built  will  be  300,000  tons.  It  is  understood  that 
control  of  this  property  has  passed  to  the 
Youghiogheny  &  Ohio  Coal  Co.,  of  Pittsburg. 

Many  of  the  track  dealers  of  Chicago  have 
been  out  of  Indiana  coal  during  the  past  week 
owing  to  inability  to  secure  shipments  over 
the  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  railroad. 
Much  of  the  trouble,  it  is  claimed,  is  due 
to  inability  to  get  coal  out  of  the  yards  of  the 
railroad  at  Dolton  after  it  is  reconsigned. 
The  work  of  increasing  the  storage  capacity  of 
these  yards  is  under  way  and  it  frequently  takes 
a  week  to  ten  days  to  get  a  car  out  to  dealers’ 
switch  or  to  team  track  after  a  reconsigning 
order  has  been  issued.  This  causes  much  loss  to 
track  dealers,  where  they  send  their  teams  to 
the  team  track  every  day  expecting  that  the 
car  has  arrived  and  find  that  it  has  not,  and 
that  the  time  required  by  the  teams  has  been 
wasted.  In  addition  some  of  the  dealers  are 
very  much  in  need  of  supplies  and  would  wel¬ 
come  the  coal  to  fill  orders  which  they  already 
have  in  hand. 


Trade  Notes  of  Interest. 

The  Jeffrey  Manufacturing  Co.,  of  Columbus, 
Ohio,  has  issued  a  handsome  catalogue  designated 
as  Bulletin  No.  10,  which  describes  practically  all 
the  mine  haulage  machinery  manufactured  by  this 
company  and  in  addition  gives  a  large  fund  of 
information  concerning  mine  equipment  and  mine 
engineering  problems.  The  catalogue  is  printed 
on  the  heaviest  of  embossed  paper  and  is  pro¬ 
fusely  illustrated  with  half-tone  pictures.  It  is 
bound  in  handsome  paper  covers  and  will  be  sent 
to  any  coal  operating  company  upon  application. 

“As  Others  See  Us’’  is  the.  title  of  a  hand¬ 
some  and  artistic  booklet  issued  by  the  Christy 
Bo.x  Car  Loader  Co.,  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 
This  booklet  was  prepared  with  great  care  and 
exemplifies  the  best  that  the  printers’  art  can  pro¬ 
duce.  In  addition  to  several  half-tone  illustra¬ 
tions  showing  the  different  box  car  loaders  manu¬ 
factured  by  this  company,  it  contains  a  large 
number  of  letters  from  users  of  Christy  box  car 
loaders,  who  express  their  satisfaction  at  the  re¬ 
sults  obtained  and  the  efficiency  of  this  class  of 
machinery.  The  booklet  will  be  sent  to  any  coal 
operator  upon  application  to  the  company. 

“Air  Power,”  which  has  been  issued  for  a 
number  of  years  by  the  Ingersoll-Sergeant  Drill 
Co.  and  other  interests  identified  with  the  use 
of  compressed  air  for  power  purposes,  discon¬ 
tinued  with  its  October  number,  which  was  the 
finest  ever  issued  by  this  publication.  The  front 
cover  page  is  graced  by  a  handsome  design,  and 
there  are  many  articles  of  interest  to  coal  opera¬ 
tors  within  its  pages.  This  useful  little  publica¬ 
tion  has  served  a  good  purpose  in  advancing  the 
interests  of  users  of  compressed  air  for  power 
purposes  and  will  be  missed  in  the  field  of  class 
journalism.  In  the  editorial  announcement  con¬ 
cerning  the  discontinuance  of  the  publication  it 
is  stated  that  this  has  been  decided  upon  for 
business  reasons. 

The  Broderick  &  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  was  awarded  gold  medals  at  the  Lewis  and 
Clark  exposition  at  Portland,  Ore.,  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  seven  groups :  Wire  rope,  cables  for  trans¬ 
mission  of  power,  aerial  cables  for  the  transpor¬ 
tation  of  ore,  hawser  steel  cables  for  marine  use, 
wire  ropes  for  hauling  timber  and  logging  pur¬ 
poses,  and  wire  ropes  and  aerial  cables  for  min¬ 
ing  purposes  of  all  kinds.  A  gold  medal  is  the 
highest  award  that  could  be  given  any  exhibitor 
at  this  exposition.  This  company  was  also  award¬ 
ed  a  gold  medal  for  originality  of  design  and  prac¬ 
tical  demonstration  of  the  entire  exhibit,  also  a 
gold  medal  for  aerial  tramways.  These  awards 
constitute  another  great  victory  for  “Power”  steel 
rope,  which  is  used  extensively  by  the  lumber 
camps  of  the  northwest  as  well  as  in  coal  mining. 
The  judgment  of  the  jury  of  awards  for  this 
exposition  is  a  confirmation  of  the  judgment  of 
the  jury  of  awards  at  St.  Louis  in  1904,  when 
this  company  received  the  only  grand  prize  of¬ 
fered  for  wire  rope,  the  official  copy  .of  which  is 
in  the  office  of  the  company. 
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Office  of  T he  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  Oct.  2C. 

The  anthracite  market  has  developed  consid¬ 
erable  activity  during  the  week,  which  is  more 
notable  in  the  aggregate  tonnage  shipped  than  in 
the  general  appearance  of  the  trade,  which  is 
seemingly  quiet.  The  development  of  new.  busi¬ 
ness  has  increased  quietly  on  all  descriptions  of 
coal  to  such  an  extent  that  producing  interests  are 
unable  to  fill  all  the  orders  received  with  the 
current  supply  of  coal  arriving  from  the  collieries. 
The  Reading  company  officially  reported  early  in 
the  week  that  it  was  selling  more  coal  than  it 
was  producing,  which  is  also  shown  by  the  fact 
that  stove  coal  in  stock  at  Port  Richmond  is  be¬ 
ing  picked  up,  because  of  the  shortage  of  this 
size  to  supply  present  needs.  This  is  also  true  of 
the  other  carrying  companies,  which  are  picking 
up  from  storage  such  grades  as  each,  individu¬ 
ally,  may  be  short  of  to  meet  the  demand.  This 
also  applies  to  the  steam  sizes.  The  demand  on 
all  coals  is  unusually  heavy  for  this  season  of  the 
year,  and  the  continuance  of  it  with  the  approach 
of  cold  weather  is  not  unlikely  to  result  in  a 
shortage.  With  the  exception  probably  of  egg, 
which  has  not  been  so  active,  the  different  sizes 
are  being  absorbed  by  the  trade  in  greater  quan¬ 
tity  than  production  is  supplying  and  an  increased 
tonnage  from  the  collieries  will  be  necessary. 

The  coal  coming  forward  is  reaching  the  vari¬ 
ous  districts  in  about  equal  proportions,  except 
where  the  latter  are  affected  by  a  shortage  in 
cars.  Trade  eastward  shows  a  decided  improve¬ 
ment  and  is  creating  an  activity  at  the  shipping 
ports,  not  witnessed  for  several  months.  The 
regularity  with  which  orders  are  coming  in  and 
their  proportions  keep  the  barges  under  charter 
continuously.  These  conditions  are  making  ship¬ 
pers  more  appreciative  of  the  transportation  lim¬ 
itations.  At  the  sound  ports  requirements  are 
large,  but  are  hampered  to  some  extent  in  dis¬ 
charging  by  the  delay  in  installing  sufficient  fa¬ 
cilities  to  handle  the  tonnage  at  New  Haven  and 
Bridgeport  by  the  New  Haven  road,  due  to  the 
strike  of  the  iron  workers. 

Light  Draft  Ports  Taking  Heavy  Tonnage. 

The  shoalwater  and  ice-making  ports  are  tak¬ 
ing  the  heaviest  shipments  at  this  time,  requir¬ 
ing  about  all  the  coal  that  can  be  given  them,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  available  craft  that  can  be  secured 
for  the  transportation  of  the  product.  Line  orders 
continue  an  important  feature  of  the  trade  and 


are  calling  for  a  tonnage  which  it  is  difficult  to 
ship  as  promptly  as  desired  to  certain  localities. 
Cars  for  this  class  of  business  are  becoming  short 
on  all  lines,  which  has  a  tendency  to  restrict  de¬ 
liveries.  And  the  fact  also  that  larger  require¬ 
ments  must  be  sent  to  tidewater  ports  is  rather 
restricting  line  shipments. 

New  York  harbor  trade  is  actively  taking  in 
coal,  as  the  needs  of  the  dealers  are  quite  large, 
and  with  colder  weather  to 'stimulate  the  tran¬ 
sient  demand,  an  increased  trade  is  anticipated. 
Notwithstanding  the  increased  output  of  the 
washery  product  in  the  anthracite  region  during 
several  weeks  past,  there  is  a  shortage  on  prac¬ 
tically  all  of  the  fine  sizes,  which  in  some  cases 
is  quite  serious.  While  storage  coal  is  being  used 
to  supply  orders  for  these  grades,  in  a  short  time 
it  will  be  entirely  absorbed  if  the  present  activity 
continues. 

Demand  for  Bituminous  Is  Heavy. 

Ihe  Atlantic  seaboard  bituminous  coal  trade 
shows  a  strong  demand,  which  is  in  excess  of 
the  current  supply.  Prices  in  consequence  on  all 
grades  of  coal  are  firm,  and  are  ranging  up¬ 
ward.  The  prevailing  figures  on  steam  coals 
are  $1._40@$1.50  per  ton  at  the  mines,  while  gas 
slack  is  about  $1.00,  with  little  available  for 
shipment.  The  shortage  of  cars  at  all  the  mines 
is  accentuated  by  the  above  conditions,  and  the 
indications  are  that  the  present  restriction  will 
continue  for  several  months.  Shoal-water  port 
business  is  demanding  shipments  most  urgently, 
in  an  effort  to  clean  up  all  contracts  as  far  as 
possible,  before  ice  makes.  Vessel  owners,  how¬ 
ever,  are  not  desirous  of  this  class  of  trade,  now 
that  the  season  is  getting  late,  and  suggest  that 
ice  clauses  be  inserted  in  the  charter,  which 
may  prevent  full  shipments  going  forward  to 
these  ports,  while  they  are  still  open.  Shoal¬ 
water  ports  nearer  New  York  are  taking  on 
coal  in  most  cases  where  they  can  procure  it, 
to  the  extent  of  their  discharging  facilities.  The 
accumulation  of  coal  at  the  different  discharg¬ 
ing  ports  in  a  great  measure  is  general,  and  de¬ 
lays  are  causing  demurrage  and  taking  up  the 
time  of  vessels,  preventing  them  from  getting 
back  to  the  loading  ports.  Operators  are  not 
inclined  to  take  on  any  more  orders,  even  at 
the  advanced  figures,  on  account  of  tlie  urgent 
demand,  fearing  a  greater  pressure  for  coal 
later  on. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  shows  a  large  number 
of  orders  in  the  hands  of  shippers  on  which 


buyers  continue  to  urge  prompt  shipment,  thus 
rather  making  the  coastwise  freight  rate  a  sec¬ 
ondary  consideration  in  getting  the  coal  for¬ 
ward.  Along  the  sound,  the  demand  is  fully  up 
to  the  tonnage  the  producers  can  supply,  and 
vessels  are  being  chartered  in  advance  and  put 
in  at  the  loading  ports  to  await  the  arrival  of 
the  coal,  where  shippers  will  permit  it.  The  de¬ 
lays  in  discharging  cargoes  at  some  of  these 
ports  are  greatly  interfering  with  consumers  get¬ 
ting  the  coal  on  time,  the  delays  in  unloading 
taking  from  ten  to  twelve  days,  and  longer  peri¬ 
ods  are  not  an  uncommon  occurrence. 

Delay  Due  to  Harbor  Improvements. 

The  New  Haven  railroad,  which  had  planned 
extensive  improvements  at  certain  ports,  has  been 
retarded  in  completing  them,  and  boats  from 
the  New  York  harbor  shipping  ports  are  de¬ 
layed  in  consequence,  and  rates  where  contracts 
are  not  in  force  are  advancing.  Trade  in  New 
York  harbor  is  not  receiving  a  full  supply  of 
coal,  and  is  short  of  the  demand  from  day  to 
day,  with  prices  ranging  at  $2.65@$2.95  f.o.b.  the 
shipping  ports,  according  to  quality.  No  stocks 
have  accumulated  at  any  of  the  ports,  and  vessels 
in  most  cases  are  on  hand  to  take  the  coal  as 
soon  as  it  arrives.  All-rail  trade  is  very  active, 
and  producers  are  having  trouble  in  supplying 
orders  on  this  class  of  business,  which  agents 
and  consumers  are  forcing  upon  them,  and  in 
some  instances  are  doing  this  against  instruc¬ 
tions.  Producers  desire  to  move  less  coal  all¬ 
rail  and  to  increase  tidewater  shipments  to  take 
care  of  more  urgent  trade.  Car  supply  is  short 
at  most  mines  in  a  marked  degree.  The  rail¬ 
roads  are  working  to  improve  conditions,,  but  no 
change  is  expected  immediately.  Indeed,  a  pessi¬ 
mistic  view  is  taken  of  the  outlook  in  this  re¬ 
spect  by  most  of  the  shippers.  Transportation 
is  generally  excellent,  and  this  aids  the  shipper 
materially  in  making  close  calculations,  and  also 
gives  good  service  where  cars  are  available. 

The  coastwise  vessel  market  shows  a  slightly 
better  supply  of  vessels,  though  limited  orders 
are  not  filled  as  closely  as  in  the  summer.  Large 
vessels  are  chartered  at  regular  current  rates,  but 
limited  craft  are  a  subject  for  separate  negotia¬ 
tions.  We  quote  rates  from  Philadelphia  as  follows : 
Boston,  Salem  and  Portland,  80c;  Lynn,  New- 
buryport,  Gardiner  and  Bangor,  $1.00;  Saco  and 
Gloucester,  $1.05@$1.10;  Portsmouth  and  Bath, 
85c;  sound  ports,  70@75c;  New  York  harbor 
rates  around  the  cape  are  55@60c. 


Market  J\lews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  26. —  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Most  noticeable  among  the  changes  in 
conditions  developed  in  the  coal  trade  this  week 
is  the  remarkable  slump  in  lake  shipments.  Never 
before  has  this  been  so  pronounced,  except  in 
the  period  of  the  great  strike.  For  the  past 
week  the  entire  lake  shipments  have  only  reached 
38,355  tons,  as  against  98,330  tons  for  the  cor¬ 
responding  period  of  last  vear,  a  falling  off  of 
59,975  tons. 

Shipments  for  Week  Light. 

The  shipments  for  the  week  were  distributed 


as  follows : 

Tons. 

Chicago  . 22,900 

Milwaukee  .  6,700 

Duluth  .  7,280 

Windsor  .  575 

Port  Colburn  .  900 


Total  . 38,355 


It  will  be  observed  that  consignments  were 
made  only  to  those  points  where  the  most  urgent 
demand  exists.  In  fact,  the  shippers  are  hus¬ 
banding  their  resources,  uncertain  how  the  pres¬ 
ent  conditions  are  to  end. 

The  above  figures  prove  conclusively  that 
what  coal  companies  and  coal  shippers  generally 
have  predicted  has  come  true.  The  car  shortage 


and  the  inability  to  get  stock  forward  from  the 
collieries  are  cutting  into  the  supply  at  this  dis¬ 
tributing  point  to  such  an  extent  that  the  falling 
off  in  lake  forwarding  has  reached  fully  sixty 
per  cent. 

Car  Shortage  Is  More  Critical. 

Shippers  report  the  car  shortage  more  critical 
than  at  any  time  in  the  history  of  the  Buffalo 
trade.  “This  shortage,”  said  a  member  of  the 
Hedstrom  Co.  today,  “began  nearly  two  months 
earlier  than  usual,  and  has  grown  worse  con¬ 
tinually.  Where  it  is  going  to  end  no  man  can 
predict,  but  unless  there  is  relief  soon,  the  trade 
is  certain  to  suffer  serious  loss.” 

Already  spot  coal  is  demanding  a  small  premi¬ 
um,  and  once  the  demand  becomes  active,  there 
is  no  telling  where  it  will  end.  The  trade  does 
not  appear  to  appreciate  the  true  condition  and 
is  taking  matters  very  easy.  It  probably  will 
awaken  when  it  is  too  late  and  will  then  blame 
the  shippers  because  orders  are  not  more  prompt¬ 
ly  met. 

There  is  a  material  stiffening  in  bituminous 
prices  and  the  soft  coal  men  are  blaming  the 
fates  which  just  now  prevent  their  taking  sub¬ 
stantial  advantage  of  the  improved  condition  of 
their  trade.  But  again  the  car  shortage  bobs  up, 
a  block  to  any  extensive  forwarding,  and  these 
dealers  are  correspondingly  depressed. 


Full  prices  at  all  docks  which  supply  steamers 
went  up  ten  cents  a  ton  yesterday,  advancing 
from  $2.50  to  $2.60.  All  prices  in  soft  coal 
are  showing  a  strong  upward  tendency.  Three- 
quarter  lump  is  now  $1.25  at  the  mines  and  mine 
run  only  ten  cents  less.  This  is  an  improvement 
of  fully  fifty  per  cent.  Coke  is  active  and  the 
demand,  strong  during  the  entire  season,  is  even 
better  than  before. 

Coke  Market  Shows  Advance. 

Foundry  coke  at  the  ovens  is  now  held  at  $3.50 
per  ton,  and  is  selling  readily  at  that  price. 

It  is  now  stated  that  the  Pennsylvania  &  Lake 
Erie  and  the  Lake  Shore  have  issued  a  standing 
order  that  none  of  the  hopper  cars  of  those 
lines  shall  come  east  of  Ashtabula.  It  is  under¬ 
stood  that  this  action  is  taken  to  protect  the 
individual  fuel  supply  of  the  roads  and  to  leave 
them  in  a  position  to  take  care  of  the  docks  at 
Ashtabula  and  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  It  will 
enable  them  to  return  cars  promptly  to  the  mines, 
which  they  could  not  do  if  the  hoppers  were 
sent  farther  east.  All  of  which  is  a  serious  handi¬ 
cap  to  the  Buffalo  trade. 

There  is  still  considerable  storage  coal  in  Buf¬ 
falo,  but  the  companies  are  holding  it  here  to  fill 
rush  orders,  sure  to  develop  at  any  time,  and  to 
take  care  of  the  local  trade,  which  is  unusually 
good. 
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Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  October  26. —  (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — If  the  coal  operator  could  get  all 
the  cars  he  wanted  these  would  be  piping  times. 
But,  with  this  handicap,  the  situation  is  very 
encouraging  and  the  bullish  tendency  looks  as 
if  it  would  continue  for  some  time. 

Out  of  the  Fairmont  district  the  independent 
operators  are  now  shipping  their  coal  to  east¬ 
ern  markets  where  it  is  commanding  good  prices. 
The  Fairmont  Coal  Co.  is  also  shipping  a  good 
tonnage  to  the  east.  All  coal  over  contract  al¬ 
lowances,  however,  could  be  rushed  with  advan¬ 
tage  to  the  lakes,  for  the  demand  from  that  quar¬ 
ter  is  insistent,  and  it  is  believed  the  lake  trade 
will  experience  a  shortage  before  spring  unless 
abundant  coal  is  received  in  the  meantime. 

Lake  shippers  want  prompt  delivery,  which  is 
the  paramount  question.  The  extent  of  the 
supply  rests  solely  on  the  ability  of  the  railroads 
to  move  the  coal,  and  the  situation  in  this  re¬ 
spect  is  just  as  bad  as  it  has  been  for  several 
weeks. 

There  is  practically  no  coal  in  the  open  market 
now  in  West  Virginia,  except  with  minor  pro¬ 
ducers.  The  big  shippers  have  their  hands  full 
trying  to  keep  up  with  contracts.  The  action  of 
the  Fairmont  Coal  Co.  in  withdrawing  from  the 
market,  as  noted  last  week,  represents  the  atti¬ 
tude  of  all  the  other  large  producers.  They  are 
forced  to  take  this  position,  much  to  their  re¬ 
gret,  owing  to  the  inability  of  the  railroads  to 
furnish  cars  and  motive  power. 

More  Demand  for  Coal  Land. 

With  this  high  tension  in  the  shipping  depart¬ 
ment  there  is  developing  a  corresponding  boom 
in  coal  lands  and  railroad  projects.  A  syndicate  of 
Chicago  men  is  engaged  this  week  in  an  endeavor 
to  close  up  a  deal  for  a  tract  in  Brooke  county,  near 
Wellsburg,  and  within  twenty  miles  of  Wheel¬ 
ing.  A  number  of  fairly  important  land  deals 
have  just  been  closed  in  Monongalia  and  Pres¬ 
ton  counties,  the  two  counties  which  are  being 
rapidly  developed  by  the  Morgantown  &  King- 
wood  railroad. 

The  long  talked  of  road  which  would  connect 
Wheeling  with  the  Connellsville  coking  coal 
region  has  looked  certain  of  practical  fulfillment 
many  times  in  the  last  twenty  years,  but  the 
venture  appears  absolutely  certain  now.  The  new 
company,  called  the  Uniontown  &  Wheeling  Short 
Line,  with  J.  V.  Thompson,  the  large  independent 
coal  land  owner  of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  and  J.  V. 
Maroney,  a  well  known  railroad  man,  also  em¬ 
braces  W.  H.  Hearne,  of  Wheeling,  and  other 
gentlemen  who  inspire  the  confidence  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  The  part  of  West  Virginia  the  line  will 
traverse  will  lend  all  reasonable  encouragement 
to  the  venture. 

This  new  road  would  give  the  Wheeling  mills 
and  furnaces  Connellsville  coke_  twenty-five  or 
fifty  cents  a  ton  cheaper  than  they  now  have  to  • 
pay  by  reason  of  the  roundabout  haul  through 
Pittsburg.  The  new  road,  which  is  over  vir¬ 
tually  the  same  routes  as  planned  by  many  other 
companies  that  never  got  much  beyond  their 
paper  organization,  will  be  almost  a  direct  cut 
across  country,  from  the  Monongahela  river  to 
the  Ohio  river.  It  will  tap,  so  far  as  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  is  concerned,  thousands  of  acres  of  Mar¬ 
shall  county  coal,  owned  chiefly  by  Mr.  Thomp¬ 
son  or  his  associates. 

Miners’  Organizers  at  Work. 

Organizers  for  the  united  mine  workers  have 
bobbed  up  in  the  Fairmont  district,  there  being 
three  of  them.  They  are  supposed  to  be  part  of 
a  force  sent  into  West  Virginia  to  do  missionary 
work  preparatory  to  trouble  generally  next  spring. 
Already  there  are  half  a  dozen  of  them  in  the 
Kanawha-New  River  field. 

It  is  necessary  for  organizers,  in  view  of  the 
strict  system  of  surveillance  maintained  in  the 
Fairmont  district,  to  keep  their  lights  under  a 
bushel,  but  they  soon  discovered  that  this  was 
impossible.  They  were  spotted  the  first  day  and 
with  this  discovery  all  hope  of  their  making 
headway  was  as  good  as  gone.  They  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  see  the  impossibility  of  hope  before 
long,  as  all  other  union  organizers  have  dis¬ 
covered  after  similar  unfruitful  efforts  in  the 
past. 


IVest  Virginia. 

The  report  that  George  Watson  had  resigned 
the  superintendency  of  the  New  England  mine 
of  the  Fairmont  Coal  Co.  to  become  general 
manager  of  the  Fairmont  &  Clarksburg  Traction 
Co.  turns  out  to  be  false.  Mr.  Watson  declined 
the  offer. 

Notes  from  the  Field. 

The  Federal  Coal  Co.,  at  Fairmont,  has  let  a 
contract  for  one  hundred  new  coke  ovens. 

Cupid  has  been  busy  in  the  same  district. 
J.  11.  Reid,  for  many  years  buyer  for  the  Mt. 
Carbon  Colliery  Co.,  has  gone  to  Kentucky  to 
be  married  to  a  Blue  Grass  belle. 

The  Fairmont  Co.  has  given  orders  to  open  up 
a  hundred  more  ovens  at  Monongah,  its  chief 
coking  field,  another  indication  of  the  heavy 
demand  for  coke  and  significant  of  the  prosperous 
condition  of  the  steel  industry. 

The  engagement  is  announced  of  Col.  Joseph 
E.  Beury,  of  Beury,  and  Miss  Helen  Collins,  of 
Charleston.  Mr.  Beury  is  the  youngest  son  of  the 
late  New  River  operator  of  that  name  and  Miss 
Collins  is  the  accomplished  daughter  of  Justus 
Collins,  one  of  the  best  known  operators  in  West 
Virginia. 


Southern  Coal  Conditions. 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  Oct.  26. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Retail  business  in  Nashville  is  pick¬ 
ing  up  steadily.  The  wholesale  trade  is  a  trifle 
better,  with  mills  and  factories  running  on  extra 
time,  thereby  consuming  more  coal  for  steam 
purposes.  The  Bon  Air  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  with 
offices  in  this  city,  is  very  busy  now  at  its  mines 
and  is  selling  large  orders  of  coal  to  manufacto¬ 
ries  over  the  state. 

John  D.  Anderson  &  Co.  find  an  improvement 
in  business  as  the  cool  days  with  old  Jack  Frost 
get  in  their  work. 

The  St.  Bernard  Coal  Co.  has  an  office  in  the 
Arcade  here  and  it  is  doing  a  larger  wholesale 
and  retail  business  this  month  than  last. 

Harry  Anderson,  of  the  well-known  coal  firm 
of  John  D.  Anderson  &  Co.,  this  city,  assumed 


The  subjoined  table,  prepared  by  the  bureau 
of  statistics  of  the  department  of  commerce  and 
labor  at  Washington,  will  be  of  interest  as  show¬ 
ing  the  general  statistical  position  of  the  coal 
movement  inland  in  the  United  States.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  this  table  the  total  coal  and  coke  move¬ 
ment  over  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  for  the 
seven  months  ending  July  thirty-first  was  2,876,- 
668  tons  in  excess  of  the  same  period  last  year. 
Total  movement  of  coal  and  coke  over  the  rails 


his  duties  as  coal  oil  inspector  at  Nashville  this 
week.  He  was  appointed  to  the  place  a  few  days 
ago  by  Governor  John  I.  Cox.  His  term  of 
office  will  be  two  years.  The  duties  of  the 
office  will  not  interfere  with  his  relations  to 
the  coal  business.  Mr.  Anderson  has  filled  posi¬ 
tions  in  a  number  of  social  and  business  or¬ 
ganizations  in  the  city,  and  his  appointment  was 
urged  upon  the  governor  by  a  large  delegation 
of  Nashville  business  men. 

Steps  ar-e  being  taken  by  the  Chattanooga  Co., 
limited,  and  others  to  launch  a  company  tor  the 
purpose  of  erecting  a  railroad  bridge  across  the 
Tennessee  river  at  Chattanooga  to  connect  that 
city  and  the  outside  world  with  the  rich  coal 
regions  in  the  Walden’s  Ridge  and  the  Signal 
Mountain  district.  The  matter  has  been  agi¬ 
tated  a  great  deal  the  last  few  years,  but  now  it 
is  asserted  that  the  bridge  will  be  built  and  that 
a  coal-carrying  railroad,  connecting  Chatta¬ 
nooga  with  the  mines  at  Daisy,  Sody,  Sale  Creek 
and  other  towns  along  the  Cincinnati  Southern 
railroad,  will  also  be  built.  The  Chattanooga 
Co.,  limited,  owns  over  40,000  acres  of  coal  and 
iron  ore  lands  in  the  Walden’s  Ridge  and  Signal 
Mountain  district,  which  it  has  been  anxious  to 
develop  for  many  years,  and  the  railroad  and 
the  bridge  are  the  only  means  by  which  these 
lands  can  be  developed. 

B.  A.  Treat  and  C.  W.  Harmon,  of  Lynn,  Ala., 
are  opening  up  a  new  coal  mine  on  Walden’s 
Ridge  under  the  name  of  the  Winston  Coal  Co. 
The  mine  is  adjacent  to  that  of  the  Domestic  Coal 
Co.  in  the  Harriman,  Tenn.,  district. 


Kanawha  Closes  Contract. 

The  Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  G.  M.  Woodward, 
western  manager,  Marquette  building,  Chicago, 
during  the  week  closed  a  contract  with  the 
Pullman  Co.  to  supply  the  latter  with  25,000  tons 
of  Kanawha  splint  coal  during  the  coming  year. 
This  is  the  third  year  in  succession  that  the 
Kanawha  Fuel  Co.  has  had  this  business,  which 
speaks  highly  for  the  quality  of  the  product  of 
this  company  and  the  business  policy  which  ena¬ 
bles  it  to  renew  its  contracts  year  after  year. 
There  was  much  competition  to  secure  the  con¬ 
tract,  and  both  the  Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  and  Mr. 
Woodward  are  entitled  to  congratulations  for 
having  succeeded  in  obtaining  it. 


of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  for  the  same  period 
was  539,754  tons  in  excess  of  the  same  period 
in  1904.  The  Norfolk  &  Western  shows  an  in¬ 
crease  of  1,132,892  tons. 

In  the  movement  of  coal  by  way  of  water 
courses  and  canals  the  increase  in  most  in¬ 
stances  was  proportionate  to  that  which  occurred 
on  the  main  rai'.road  lines.  The  table  will  be 
of  interest  to  those  who  desire  to  keep  in  touch 
with  the  statistical  position  of  coal. 


iMonthly  Co.vl  axd  (Joke  Traffic  of  Various  Railroads,  Rivers,  and  Canals  to  end  of  July,  <»  1904  and  1905. 


RAILROADS. 


MOXTHS. 

Baltimoro  and  Ohio. 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio. 

Huntingdon  and  Broad 
Top  Mountain. 

Norfolk  and  Western. 

I’onnsylvania  (CA.«t  of 
Piit^bu^  and  Erie). 

Southern. 

1004 

1005 

1904 

1905 

1904 

1905 

1904 

1905 

1904 

1905 

1904 

1905 

.Tnnuary . 

February . 

March . 

April . 

May . 

Juno . 

lulv . 

3,704, Rr>3 
1,783.941 
1,977.879 
l,8fi3,059 
1.618,195 
1,896. 930 
1,930,841 

2bH«. 

2.307.908 
2,058, 472 
2. 345,142 
2. 148, 499 
2,315. 493 
2, 314,944 

2. 261.908 

Tons. 
622,083 
561,254 
630, 360 
590,032 
532, 177 
571,132 
616, 029 

Toni. 
720,907 
657.230 
762,631 
654, 5S5 
730, 515 
663,463 
683,164 

Tons. 
132,776 
123,760 
-  180,814 

163,087 
128,806 
113,938 
118,405 

Tons. 

119,016 

113,846 

191,978 

134.301 

137.369 

110,606 

103,231 

Tons. 

888.577 

756,531 

978.314 

847,892 

902. 901 

904,200 

815,987 

roiis. 
1,020, 736 
944,416 
1,096,428 
1.018,  >86 
1,089,785 
1.058.066 
998. 977 

Tow#. 
3,031.125 
2,818, 758 
4,014,002 
3.377.631 
3,?26. 409 
2.973.256 
2,910,006 

Tons. 

3,022,509 

2.969,342 

4.467,041 

3. 543.  -235 
4. 207.  011 

3.566.634 

3.360.635 

Tom. 
339.451 
•289. 520 
363. 843 
304.087 
304,230 
301.014 
169.982 

Tbnr. 
336,252 
274.177 
347.473 
267,080 
•281. 73» 
25M91 
202.  S04 

7  monlh? . . 

12,775,098 

15,762,366 

3,745,779 

4,285,533 

,  %6,3SC 

910, 347 

6,094.402 

7  227  294 

22,851,187 

-25, 136. 407 

_ 

2.080. 276 

1.964. 312 

RIVERS  AND  CaNAL<. 


MONTHS. 

Che'^npeake  and  Ohio 
Canal. 

Davis  Island  Pam.  * 

Great  Kanawha  River. 

Kentucky  River. 
Lock  No.  1. 

Monongahela  River. 

Canal  and  Kalis  at 
Louisville. 

1004  1 

1005 

1904 

1905  j 

1904 

1905 

1904 

1905 

1904 

1905 

1904 

1905 

Tons.  j 

Tons. 

roll!.  ; 

7b««. 

Tons. 

142. SOO 
48,600 
126,000 
171, -200 
1-27,300 
170, 100 
117,620 

Tons.  ' 

Tons. 

8. 453 
SOO 
10,001 

7.  *204 
5.002 
3,003 
6.718 

Tons. 

131.817 

Tons. 
645,396 
449.  3S4 
932.706 

1 , 065. 4-55 
9'27.080 
873.  461 
876. 152 

14.5,100  1 

To.\f. 

32,431 

February . 

March . 

April . 

May . 

June . 

July . 

. i,‘y.S7'L!! 

2-2,811  '... 
23.389 
23,670  1 
•25,813  1 

‘lii'iis* 

•27,631 

2'>,835 

1-24,200 
775. 273 
716, 635 
605, 629 
70. 546 
256,661 

'"’too 

734,655  , 
412,208 
125,2411 
566,805 
369, 742  , 

13-2.-288 
167,000 
1.52, 120 
173,988 
162,040 
10-2,660 

•2.404 

7,200 

3,602 

8.34.J 

611 

2. 177 

315.801 
1,017.91.5 
1.095.345 
856.833 
664. 472 
4:»,9T6 

145. 169 
379,666 
•276.974  ; 
470.558  > 
46.96$  : 
17.662  ^ 

2.<'6U 
317.821 
259. 275 
326.299 
101.  S96 
90,963 

7  months .. 

100,840  1 

1 

71,584 

2,677.284 

2,720,870 

soa.iioc 

904,112 

26.737  ' 

39,681 

4.518, 159 

5. 769.636 

I,  U2, 157  ' 

1. 190. 865 
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The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Oct.  27. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Anthracite  trade  conditions  continue 
active  and  orders  are  coming  in  quite  freely. 
The  more  seasonable  weather  during  the  past 
week  in  a  measure  brought  the  increased  demand, 
though  standing  orders  which  require  regular 
attention  are  also  taking  coal  in  much  larger 
volume.  Total  requirements  have  steadily  in¬ 
creased  up  to  this  time  and  the  tonnage  required 
for  shipment  is  in  excess  of  the  tonnage  arriving 
from  the  collieries,  giving  practically  all  shippers 
more  orders  than  can  be  shipped  promptly.  This 
situation  has  been  felt  seriously  in  some  of  the 
distributing  centers,  where  certain  sizes  and 
grades  have  been  short,  necessitating  the  picking 
up  of  coal  from  storage  stocks,  accumulated  dur¬ 
ing  the  summer  in  order  to  fill  the  urgent  orders. 
The  present  activity  covers  a  wide  area,  which  in 
the  aggregate  tonnage  is  assuming  proportions 
so  extensive  it  is  becoming  difficult  to  make  de¬ 
liveries  on  time,  due  to  the  increase  in  the  de¬ 
mands  on  transportation  and  the  prevailing  short¬ 
age  of  equipment.  The  demand  from  all  local  line 
points  is  heavy  and  exceeds  other  territory  in 
the  number  of  orders,  though  tidewater  ship¬ 
ments  are  also  increasing  and  more  orders  are 
in  shippers  hands  than  can  be  promptly  shipped, 
on  account  of  the  shortage  of  both  coal  and 
suitable  vessels  at  loading  ports. 

The  retail  trade  is  reported  sufficiently  active 
to  keep  dealers  busy.  The  whiter  schedule  of 
prices  now  being  effective,  consumers  are  show¬ 
ing  less  inclination  to  hold  off  in  the  matter  of 
buying  coal. 

Bituminous  Demand  Is  Broad. 

The  bituminous  coal  market  shows  a  large  de¬ 
mand,  absorbing  all  the  coal  shipped  from  the 
mines  and  in  some  cases  there  are  serious  short¬ 
ages.  Cars  are  scarce  on  all  roads,  especially 
for  shipment  to  points  on  foreign  lines,  which 
business  is  greatly  delayed  as  a  result,  though 
through  sufficient  motive  power  and  efficient 
service  there  is  a  heavy  movement  to  shipping 
ports.  Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  wooden  cars 
for  shipment  to  New  England,  and  the  embar¬ 
goes  placed  on  this  business,  the  demand  from 
that  territory  is  very  heavy  and  apparently  the 
consumption  at  all  points  is  becoming  greater, 
requiring  an  increased  tonnage  of  coal.  Present 
prices  are  perceptibly  affected  by  the  improved 
conditions  and  are  ranging  upward.  The  pre¬ 
vailing  range  is  $1.25@1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mines, 
according  to  quality  and  other  circumstances. 

Producers  are  not  desirous  of  taking  on  any 
quantity  of  new  business,  rather  fearing  that 
the  present  car  situation  will  become  more  acute 
later.  There  is  no  accumulation  of  coal  at  any 
of  the  tidewater  points  and  vessels  in  many  cases 
are  put  in  line  for  loading  so  as  to  obtain  the 
coal  immediately  upon  arrival.  This  occurs  not¬ 
withstanding  a  shortage  of  the  light  draft  ves¬ 
sels,  which  are  demanding  advanced  rates.  On 
the  larger  class  of  vessels  current  quotations  are 
as  follows:  Boston,  Salem  and  Portsmouth,  80c; 
sound  ports,  70@75c ;  Lynn,  Newburyport,  Gar¬ 
diner  and  Bangor,  $1.00;  Saco  and  Gloucester, 
$1.05@1.10;  Portsmouth  and  Bath,  85c, 


The  ^ew  England  Trade. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Oct.  27. —  (Special  Correspon¬ 
dence.) — With  cooler  weather  interest  in  anthra¬ 
cite  increases  and  there  is  now  considerable  busi¬ 
ness  on  this  product.  Company  agents  and  ship¬ 
ping  houses  report  heavy  orders  for  current  ship¬ 
ment,  which  shows  little  variation  with  the  dif¬ 
ferent  factors,  present  business  being  regular  in 
character.  Orders  in  hand  require  all  the  coal 
that  can  be  shipped  by  the  water  routes  at  pres¬ 
ent.  This  trade  is  being  supplied  to  the  extent 
of  the  rail  and  water  facilities  available,  greater 
attention  being  directed  at  present  to  all-rail  busi¬ 
ness  from  the  north  and  west,  which  will  not  be 
so  accessib'e  for  delivery  later  in  the  .reason, 
while  tidewater  buyers  are  not  in  as  great  need 
of  coal.  The  demand  for  coal  from  practically 
all  inland  points,  requiring  all-rail  shipment,  is 
very  heavy  and  buyers  are  urging  the  delivery 
of  more  coal  than  is  being  shipped.  This  is  true 
of  New  England  points  and  farther  east  where 
local  roads  are  unable  to  handle  the  tonnage  with 
any  dispatch.  The  main  line  roads  also  feel  the 
restricted  car  supply  and  are  not  furnishing 


equipment  for  shipment  off  their  own  lines  to 
any  extent,  preferring  to  follow  a  conservative 
policy  in  anticipation  of  more  activity  later  on. 
Shipments  coastwise  are  becoming  quite  active, 
employing  all  the  barges  that  are  available  for 
this  purpose.  Some  delay  in  unloading  is  reported 
as  occurring  at  New  Haven  and  Bridgeport, 
where  new  hoisting  appliances  and  coal  pockets 
for  reloading  in  cars  are  under  construction  by 
the  New  Haven  road.  Owing  to  strikes  this 
work  was  delayed,  greatly  hampering  the  dis¬ 
charge  of  vesse.s,  which  frequently  requires  from 
ten  to  twelve  days. 

Bituminous  Demand  Is  Excessive. 

» 

The  bituminous  coal  market  is  very  active, 
calling  for  more  tonnage  than  can  be  supplied. 
Some  buyers  view  the  situation  with  alarm,  be¬ 
lieving  it  threatens  worse  conditions  as  weather 
becomes  less  favorable  for  the  delivery  of  the 
product.  The  difficulty  at  the  Virginia  Cape 
ports,  which  has  a  marked  effect  upon  shipments 
east,  is  caused  by  the  inadequate  supply  of  cars 
available.  This  situation  is  not  likely  to  improve 
in  the  near  future.  Vessels  of  the  large  class 
are  none  too  p  entiful,  while  smaller  craft  are 
short  of  the  supply.  With  this  condition  pre¬ 
vailing,  they  are  detained  for  days  beyond  the 
time  limit,  waiting  for  coal  to  arrive,  which  is 
seriously  retarding  movement.  Prices  are  firm 
and  premiums  are  being  offered  in  some  instances 
for  spot  coal  or  a  quick  cargo,  but  this  has  little 
effect,  as  producers  are  unab  e  to  increase  their 
shipments  and  are  already  obligated  for  more 
coal  than  they  are  forwarding.  The  price  being 
offered  is  $2.75  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  Hampton  Roads 
ports  and  vessel  freights  are  made  a  secondary 
consideration  to  get  the  coal  forwarded,  but  even 
on  this  basis  there  are  few  acceptances.  Shoal- 
water  port  demand  is  urgent,  owing  to  the 
colder  weather,  and  the  fact  that  vessel  captains 
are  demanding  ice  clauses,  which  means  that  these 
ports  will  soon  be  closed  up  and  freight  rates 
accordingly  will  be  advanced.  The  supply  of 
smaller  vessels  is  short  and  special  negotiations 
are  necessary  to  make  charters.  On  large  ves¬ 
sels  the  rates  are  80@85c  from  all  the  lower 
ports  to  around  the  cape,  and  70@75c  to  the 
sound. 


Organize  Association. 

Representative  coal  men  from  Georgia,  North 
and  South  Carolina,  Florida  and  Alabama,  met 
recently  at  the  Piedmont  hotel,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and 
organized  the  Southeastern  Retail  Coal  Mer¬ 
chants’  Association.  The  business  done  at  this 
meeting  was  chiefly  the  election  of  officers.  Rob¬ 
ert  W.  Graves,  Rome,  Ga.,  was  elected  president; 
A.  G.  Gower,  Greenvil  e,  S.  C.,  first  vice-presi¬ 
dent;  T.  M.  Weaver,  Asheville,  N.  C.,  second  vice- 
prpident;  W.  F.  Vanderver,  Montgomery,  Ala., 
third  vice-president;  W.  F.  Plane,  Atlanta,  Ga., 
secretary  and  treasurer. 

After  the  selection  of  the  officers,  a  board  of 
directors  was  elected :  J.  B.  Campbell,  Atlanta, 
Ga. ;  A.  C.  Danner,  Mobile,  Ala.;  W.  J.  Red¬ 
mond,  Macon,  Ga. ;  H.  V.  R.  Schrader,  Greenville, 
S.  C. 

The  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  organization 
were  also  drawn  up  at  this  meeting.  The  vis¬ 
iting  delegates  were  the  guests  of  the  retail  coal 
dealers  for  one  day  during  their  stay,  and  were 
shown  points  of  interest  in  and  around  the  city. 

Plan  Many  Improvements. 

The  United  States  Coal  &  Oil  Co.,  of  Boston, 
which  owns  and  operates  a  large  tract  of  coal 
land  at  Holden,  Logan  county,  West  Virginia, 
has  commenced  the  construction  of  coal  piers  and 
handling  facilities  at  Huntington,  W.  Va.,  with 
a  view  to  transporting  its  coal  over  the  Chesa¬ 
peake  &  Ohio  railroad  to  this  point,  and  from 
there  to  utilize  the  loading  plant  now  being  con¬ 
structed  to  dump  into  boats  for  delivery  to  Ohio 
river  points,  as  stated  in  The  Black  Diamond 
last  week.  The  Island  Creek  Coal  Sales  Co.,  of 
New  York,  has  the  exclusive  selling  agency  for 
the  product  of  this  company,  and  has  been  ship¬ 
ping  the  coal  freely,  with  much  success,  owing  to 
its  high  quality  both  for  domestic  and  steaming 
purposes,  since  early  this  year.  Owing  to  the  im¬ 
provements  this  company  will  be  favored  in 
reaching  an  extended  market  at  a  minimum  cost 
of  freight,  with  practically  no  restrictions  on 


shipment  by  a  curtailment  of  cars.  This  is  the 
great  feature  in  connection  with  water  shipments. 
The  river  market  will  be  practically  unlimited  for 
these  coals,  and  owing  to  the  location  of  the  plant, 
slack  water  will  not  cause  delays,  because  none 
of  it  will  be  experienced.  This  coal  can  be  sold 
throughout  territory  tributary  to  the  Kanawha 
river,  the  Ohio  river,  Mississippi,  and  thence  to 
New  Orleans  and  the  Panama  canal.  The  terri¬ 
tory  opened  up  by  the  Big  Four  connection  and 
the  two  elevators  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  one  at 
Newport,  Ky.,  which  will  be  acquired,  will  be 
very  extensive.  A  barge  line  owned  by  the  com¬ 
pany  will  supply  the  elevators  at  both  these 
points.  A  tipple  with  3,000  tons  capacity  is  now 
being  erected  at  Huntington,  W.  Va.,  while  a 
considerable  amount  of  dredging  will  have  to  be 
done  to  make  this  part  of  the  river  navigable. 
J.  E.  Davis,  president  of  the  Island  Creek  Coal 
Sales  Co.,  is  taking  a  deep  interest  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  proposition  and  its  future  success 
is  largely  dependent  upon  his  energies  and  ability. 


Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

Reported  by  W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  ship  and  steam¬ 
ship  brokers.  Produce  Exchange,  New  York: 
Since  our  last  report  a  few  steamers  have  offered 
for  Cuban  and  Mexican  coals  at  rates  recently 
quoted,  and  we  have  chartered  some  of  these 
boats,  but  have  been  unable  to  get  the  owners 
to  shade  their  figures,  although  charterers  are 
endeavoring  to  secure  some  concessions.  The 
windward  situation  is  unchanged,  owners  pre¬ 
ferring  Cuban  and  Mexican  coals  at  the  differ¬ 
ence  in  freight.  We  have  arranged  a  number  of 
contracts  recently  for  shipments  extending  over 
a  year’s  time  at  rates  very  much  under  today’s 
quotations. 

Steamers  have  recently  been  chartered  to  take 
coal  from  Cardiff  to  Buenos  Ayres  at  11s.  6d.  and 
from  Cardiff  to  Rio  at  12s.  6d.,  but  there  has 
been  no  demand  for  tonnage  for  coals  in  this 
direction  from  the  states. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows:  $1.50@1.60  to  Havana  or  Matanzas; 
$2.00  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua;  $1.80@1.90  to  Cien- 
fuegos;'  $1.90@2.00  to  Daiquiri;  $2.00@2.10  to 
Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $2.00@2.10  to  St. 
Thomas;  $2.05@2.10  to  St.  Lucia;  $2.00@2.10 
to  Barbados;  $1.50@1.60  to  Kingston;  $l.80@1.90 
to  Colon;  $1.90  to  Vera  Cruz;  $1.90  to  Tampico; 
12@13s.  to  Buenos  Ayres;  13@14s.  to  Rosario; 
13@14s.  to  Rio;  14@15s.  to  Santos;  12@  I2s.  6d. 
to  a  direct  port  in  the  Mediterranean,  not  east 
of  the  west  coast  of  Italy,  Spain  excluded;  $4.75 
@$5.00  and  discharged  to  Manila;  $5.00@$5.25 
to  Japanese  ports. 


Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  &  Coal 
Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  transported 
over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  October  twenty- 
first,  the  corresponding  week  last  year,  the  year 
to  date  and  the  corresponding  period  in  1904. 

Cumber- 

Broad  Top.  land.  Total. 

Week  ending  Oct.  81,  1905...  17,705  26,647  44.352 

Corresponding  week,  1904 .  9,871  2n,073  29,944 

Total  for  1905 . 553.604  793.679  1,347,283 

Corresponding  period,  1904. .  .468,793  889,519  1,358,311 

V 

The  coal  mines  of  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern 
railway  in  Macoupin  county.  Ill.,  will  be  worked 
with  a  larger  force  of  men  the  coming  winter 
than  ever  before.  It  is  believed  that  the  output 
will  be  increased  to  seventy-five  cars  a  day. 

V 

Jupiter  No.  3  mine,  at  Duquoin,  III.,  has  been 
purchased  from  the  Manufacturers’  Fuel  Co., 
of  Chicago,  by  a  number  of  local  capitalists. 
The  consideration,  was  $30,000.  The  mine  is  one 
of  the  largest  in  the  field  as  well  as  one  of 
the  best  equipped. 

V 

The  filing  of  a  number  of  leases  by  William 
Yannesman,  covering  all  the  available  coal  land 
near  Mt.  Vernon,  Ind.,  practically  insures  a 
coal  mine  for  that  city  at  an  early  date.  It 
is  understood  that  Illinois  coal  men  are  asso¬ 
ciated  in  the  venture. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


George  F.  Getz,  president  of  the  Globe  Coal  Co., 
Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  who  spent  several 
days  in  New  York  on  a  business  trip,  left  here 
on  Tuesday  of  this  week  for  his  home. 

The  wagon  shop  of  the  Curtis-Blaisdell  Co.  on 
East  Fifty-sixth  street.  New  York,  in  which 
were  two  steel  trucks  for  repairs,  took  fire  the 
first  of  last  week,  causing  damage  amounting  to 
$1,500. 

The  business  of  11.  B.  1  urner  &  Son,  both  de¬ 
ceased,  located  at  the  foot  of  East  Twenty-third 
street.  New  York,  has  been  incorporated  under 
the  name  of  the  Henry  B.  1  urner  Coal  Co.  The 
object  apparently  is  to  reorganize  the  business 
of  that  name  and  conduct  it,  if  possible,  to  liqui¬ 
date  the  old  liabilities.  It  is  understood  that  forty- 
five  per  cent  has  been  offered  the  creditors  in 
settlement,  though  no  definite  action  has  yet 
been  taken. 

Gardiner  I’attison,  who  has  been  absent  from 
business  all  summer  owing  to  poor  health,  has 
recovered  and  expects  to  return  to  his  duties 
at  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York,  the  first  of  next 
month,  with  the  firm  of  Pattison  &  Bowns,  with 
which  he  has  been  identified  as  senior  partner  for 
several  years.  In  order  to  retain  his  health,  he 
will  reside  out  of  town  in  the  future  and  take 
from  time  to  time  such  respite  from  his  duties 
as  may  be  necessary. 

A.  Thompson,  formerly  president  of  the  Philippi 
Coal  Mining  Co.,  and  W.  W.  Paterson,  vice-presi¬ 
dent  and  general  manager  of  sales  of  the  same 
company,  at  Philadelphia,  have  secured,  since 
disposing  of  their  bituminous  coal  interests,  a  tract 
of  anthracite  land  near  Frackville,  Pa.,  carrying 
the  well-known  Mahanoy  coal.  1  he  property  is 
being  rapidly  opened  up  and  breaker  equipment 
furnished.  The  plant  is  to  be  completed  and 
shipments  will  be  made  about  December  first. 

J.  Samuel  Smoot,  commissioner  of  the  Coal 
Merchants’  Association  of  New  York  city,  and 
J.  T.  Abell,  manager  of  the  Curtis-Blaisdell  Co., 
New  York,  left  the  first  of  last  week  for  the 
Maine  woods  to  enjoy  a  couple  of  weeks’  recrea¬ 
tion,  fishing  and  hunting  for  big  game.  Mr.  Abell, 
who  is  familiar  with  these  woods  and  streams, 
having  visited  them  on  former  occasions,  un¬ 
doubtedly  will  assure  his  associate  an  enjoyable 
trip  and  an  outing  that  he  may  long  remember. 

Mention  was  made  last  week  in  The  Black 
Diamond  of  the  fact  the  Virginia  &  Pittsburg 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.  had  obtained  judgment  against 
the  Philippi  Coal  Co.  in  the  amount  of  $16,000 
for  the  non-fulfillment  of  a  contract  to  deliver 
coal  at  a  certain  stipulated  price.  This  was  an 
error  which  The  Black  Diamond  is  pleased  to 
correct.  The  cause  was  brought  by  Hite  &  Ra- 
fetto,  shippers  of  coal  and  coke  at  Philadelphia, 
and  not  by  the  Virginia  &  Pittsburg  Co.,  which 
was  not  identified  with  the  case. 

The  retail  coal  dealers  of  New  York  city  are 
somewhat  disturbed  by  the  unsettled  condition  of 
the  International  Brotherhood  of  Teamsters, 
which  is  demanding  a  readjustment  of  the  wages 
and  an  agreement  that  no  non-union  men  shall 
be  employed.  To  urge  the  issue,  the  truckmen  of 
Thomas  Orr  were  called  out  on  strike  last  week 
and  still  remain  idle,  while  the  teamsters  and 
Team  Owners’  Association  are  considering  the 
situation.  At  the  moment  there  are  indications 
that  a  general  strike  of  all  teamsters  may  occur. 

Robert  C.  Hill,  vice-president  of  Madeira,  Hill 
&  Co.,  New  York,  returned  on  Wednesday  of  last 
week  from  a  hunting  and  fishing  trip  extending 
over  four  weeks,  to  the  Pontiac  country,  which 
is  in  the  wild  region  of  Canada.  Mr.  Hill  and 
wife,  accompanied  by  a  gentleman  friend  and  his 
wife,  were  in  camp  at  Keepawa,  as  the  guests 
of  the  Keepawa  club,  and  enjoyed  the  outing 
immensely.  Good  luck  attended  the  party  in 
their  hunting  expedition,  which  is  attested  by  the 
splendid  trophies  they  brought  with  them  on  their 
return. 

Charles  H.  McWilliams,  of  the  James  McWil¬ 
liams  Towing  Line,  New  York,  was  married  on 
the  eleventh  of  October  to  Miss  Helen  Coyle,  of 
Jersey  City.  The  wedding  was  private  and  only 
the  immediate  relatives  and  a  few  friends  were 
present,  though  Miss  Coyle  was  prominent  in 


social  circles  of  that  city.  After  the  ceremony 
the  bride  and  bridegroom  left  on  an  extended 
bridal  tour,  visiting  Niagara  Falls,  Grand  Rapids, 
Chicago,  St.  Louis,  Washington,  and  from  there 
will  go  to  Lakewood,  N.  J.,  where  they  will  re¬ 
main  until  November  first. 

The  Connecticut  Coal  Co.  at  Bridgeport,  Conn., 
which  was  organized  in  the  spring  of  this  year 
by  Sherman  1 .  Cate,  the  company’s  secretary  and 
treasurer,  for  the  purpose  of  handling  anthra¬ 
cite  and  bituminous  coals  throughout  New  Eng¬ 
land  territory,  has  met  with  considerable  success. 
In  order  to  give  its  trade  the  necessary  facilities 
in  the  shipment  of  the  product,  the  company  has 
arranged  for  the  entire  output  of  an  anthracite 
colliery,  located  on  the  Ontario  &  Western  rail¬ 
road  in  the  Carbondale  district.  This  is  consid¬ 
ered  in  New  England  as  one  of  the  best  coals 
from  the  region.  1  he  company  has  the  exclusive 
sale  of  this  coal  in  New  England  territory  and 
New  York  state,  on  all-rail  business.  It  is  an¬ 
ticipated  by  the  management  that  a  large  tonnage 
will  be  developed,  owing  to  its  high  character 
as  a  domestic  fuel. 

Charles  Mann,  president  of  Darrow,  Mann  & 
Co.,  one  of  the  prominent  coal  men  of  Boston, 
Mass.,  met  with  an  accident  while  engaged  in  a 
game  of  golf  on  Monday  of  last  week,  from 
which  he  died.  Mr.  Mann  was  very  fond  of  the 
Scotch  game  and  while  playing  on  one  of  the 
links  near  Boston,  accompanied  by  W.  S.  Wait,  of 
the  W.  S.  Wait  Coal  Co.,  on  Monday  afternoon, 
was  accidentally  hit  by  the  metal  end  of  the  golf 
stick  while  standing  back  of  Mr.  Wait,  who  was 
not  aware  of  his  proximity,  and  in  driving  his 
ball  brought  the  stick  around  with  a  strong 
swing,  coming  in  contact  with  Mr.  Mann’s  head. 
The  blow  stunned  him  and  later  he  succumbed 
to  the  shock  at  his  home  in  Newton,  Mass.  His 
sudden  death  is  greatly  deplored  by  the  coal  trade 
and  his  many  friends,  who  held  him  in  high  es¬ 
teem.  He  was  sixty-three  years  of  age  and 
spent  practically  all  his  life  in  the  coal  business, 
his  company  being  one  of  the  largest  wholesale 
interests  in  that  city. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of 
the  Western  Maryland  railroad  at  Baltimore  last 
week  five  new  directors  were  chosen,  as  follows: 
Frederick  A.  Delano,  Howard  Gould,  Gardiner 
M.  Lane,  of  Boston;  E.  L.  F'uller,  of  Scranton, 
and  W.  A.  Wilbur  of  South  Bethlehem,  Pa.  The 
members  of  the  board  of  directors  re-elected  are 
George  J.  Gould,  Winslow  E.  Pierce,  F.  S.  Land- 
street,  Edwin  Gould,  John  .W.  Gates,  James  H. 
Hyde,  Lawrence  Green  and  S.  Davies  Warfield. 
Joseph  Ramsey  Jr.,  who  retired  from  the  board, 
was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Delano.  The  stockholders 
ratified  the  purchase  of  various  railroad  proper¬ 
ties,  including  the  Western  Maryland  Tidewater 
railroad,  the  Potomac  Valley  railroad,  the  Pied¬ 
mont  &  Cumberland  railroad,  the  Piedmont  & 
Cumberland  Railroad  Co.,  of  West  Virginia,  the 
West  Virginia  Central  &  Pittsburg  railway,  the 
West  Virginia  Central  &  Pittsburg  Railway  Co., 
in  Maryland,  the  Belington  &  Beaver  Creek  rail¬ 
road,  and  the  Coal  &  Iron  Railway  Co. 

Frank  Benedict,  president  of  Benedict,  Downs 
&  Co.,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  who  had  been  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  wholesale  coal  business  since  his 
boyhood  days,  died  on  Wednesday  of  last  week 
from  complications  resulting  from  a  long  attack 
of  rheumatism.  He  was  fifty-two  years  of  age. 
Mr.  Benedict,  who  is  a  brother  to  Henry  Bene¬ 
dict,  the  senior  member  of  Benedict  &  Pardee 
Co.,  also  of  New  Haven,  has  been  a  great  suf¬ 
ferer  from  rheumatism  for  many  years,  from 
which  he  could  get  no  permanent  relief.  With  a 
complication  of  other  disorders  he  succumbed, 
after  having  been  unconscious  for  an  hour.  He 
has  always  been  identified  with  the  coal  trade, 
having  entered  the  business  of  his  father  when 
a  boy.  Later  he  became  prominent  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  world  and  acquired  large  shipping  interests. 
His  father  was  also  in  the  coal  business  and  one 
of  the  pioneers  in  introducing  anthracite  into 
Connecticut.  He  was  the  first  shipper  of  gas  coal 
to  New  England  territory,  and  during  the  earlier 
days  of  the  installation  of  gas  plants  throughout 
these  towns  and  cities  had  an  interest  in  many  of 
them.  The  death  of  Mr.  Benedict  comes  as  a  great 
shock  to  his  many  friends  in  business  circles,  who 


sincerely  regret  his  loss.  During  his  life  he  was 
noted  for  his  charitv  contributions,  his  liberality 
and  his  kindness  to  the  poor.  Many  a  young  man 
owes  his  start  and  prospects  in  life  to  the  help 
extended  him  by  Mr.  Benedict.  This  applies  to 
some  of  his  employes  who  have  now  an  interest 
in  the  company.  He  leaves  a  widow  and  two 
children. 

The  automatic  barge  loaders,  controlled  by  the 
Beech  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  for  the  bunkering 
of  vessels  in  New  York  harbor,  have  become  a 
popular  device,  not  only  for  loading  vessels,  but 
for  other  purposes  where  difficulty  is  experienced 
in  handling  coal  to  such  storage  places  where 
stevedoring  is  impracticable  and  expensive.  I  he 
company  has  obtained  the  contract,  at  the  re¬ 
quest  ot  the  Ellis  Island  officials,  for  the  delivery 
of  10,000  tons  of  pea  coal  awarded  recently  by 
the  government  to  the  Curtis-Blaisdell  Co.  The 
small  barge  was  started  on  this  business  Mon¬ 
day  morning  of  this  week.  'Ihis  barge  has  a  ca¬ 
pacity  of  500  tons  and  makes  the  trip,  loading  at 
Ferth  Amboy,  to  Ellis  island  and  discharges  cargo 
in  bins,  without  waste  or  dust,  in  half  a  day. 
I  he  barges,  which  are  built  to  carry  a  capacity 
necessary  to  bunker  vessels  larger  than  is  trans¬ 
ported  on  the  small  barge,  have  been  greatly 
changed  and  improved  since  passing  into  con¬ 
trol  of  the  present  owners,  and  the  service  which 
these  barges  now  render  in  furnishing  coal  to 
vessels,  with  greater  economy  in  time,  labor  and 
cost,  is  a  considerable  factor  and  bound  to  be  ap¬ 
preciated  in  this  trade. 

The  reopening  of  the  mines  of  the  Philippi  Coal 
Co.  at  Meriden,  near  Philippi,  VV.  Va.,  recently, 
marks  the  culmination  of  negotiations  that  have 
been  under  way  for  the  past  three  months,  by 
which  the  properties  of  this  company  and  others, 
comprising  6,400  acres  of  coal  and  800  acres  of 
surface,  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Philippi  CoD 
lieries  Co.,  a  new  organization  capitalized  at 
$600,000.  The  underground  capacity  of  the  mines 
is  4,000  tons  daily,  but  the  tipple  capacity  at 
present  is  not  more  than  2,500  tons.  An  addi¬ 
tional  tipple  will  be  built  at  once.  The  property 
is  located  on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad.  The 
negotiations  were  conducted  by  John  A.  Barnes, 
of  Mitchell,  Schiller  &  Barnes,  29  Broadway, 
New  York  city,  who  are  interested  in  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  5,000  acres  of  coal  adjoining  the 
Philippi  property,  belonging  to  the  Midland  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  on  which  a  plant  costing  $250,000  is 
being  erected.  The  officers  of  the  new  company- 
are:  John  A.  Barnes,  president;  William  P. 
Hurst,  vice-president,  Scottdale,  Pa.,  formerly 
with  the  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Co.;  Albert  Black- 
burne,  secretary  and  treasurer.  New  York,  and 
E.  A.  Atherton,  sales  agent  The  temporary- 
offices  are  now  at  29  Broadway,  New  Y’ork. 

What  was  attempted  in  the  consolidation  of 
several  of  the  larger  retail  interests  in  New 
York  city  two  years  ago,  in  order  to  bring  about 
more  economic  conditions  in  handling  coal  at  re¬ 
tail,  more  particularly  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
city,  has  now  been  practically  accomplished  by 
the  incorporation  of  the  well-known  firm  of 
Burns  Bros.  This  new  company  has  absorbed  the 
Hudson  Coal  Co.,  of  Jersey  City,  and  will  also 
take  over  the  Communipau  Coal  Co,  another  large 
interest  in  Jersey  City,  doing  business  in  New 
York  city  and  Brookly-n,  on  November  first  The 
name  of  the  new  company  will  continue  as  Burns 
Bros.,  and  it  will  retain  the  same  offices  as  here¬ 
tofore,  with  headquarters  at  26  Cortlandt  street, 
except  as  additional  room  may  be  needed  to  care 
for  the  additional  volume  of  business.  The  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  two  companies  absorbed  will  all  be 
handled  through  the  office  of  Burns  Bros.,  which 
will  take  over  such  yards  and  equipment  as  were 
controlled  by  them  in  Jersey  City,  New  York  and 
Brooklyn.  One  effect  will  be  greater  economy  in 
the  delivery-  of  coal,  which  was  probably  the 
most  attractive  feature  of  the  deal,  and  places 
the  new  company  in  a  splendid  position,  owing 
to  its  facilities  at  nearby  coal  plants  in  Jersey 
City.  The  distance  by  ferry  from  these  yards 
as  to  actual  cartage  to  the  down-town  district 
where  steam  deliveries  are  made  has  been  consid¬ 
erably  lessened  as  compared  with  the  haul  from 
New  York  receiving  points  to  this  district  An 
increased  equipment  for  handling  the  coal  at  the 
railroad  discharging  points  is  also  provided. 
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Extent  of  the  Greater  Erie  System 


To  the  2,552  miles  of  road  controlled  or  oper¬ 
ated  by  the  Erie  railroad,  is  now  added  the  3,643 
miles  of  the  Great  Central  system,  which  in¬ 
cludes  the  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  &  Dayton,  the 
Chicago,  Cincinnati  &  Louisville  and  the  Pere 
Marquette  railroads,  with  their  leased  and  oper¬ 
ated  lines.  The  new  system  will  be  known  for 
all  public  purposes  as  the  Erie.  With  the  present 
Erie  system,  which  not  only  includes  the  main 
line  from  Jersey  City  to  Chicago,  and  its  branches 
to  Buffalo,  Rochester,  Dunkirk,  Cleveland  and 
Dayton — and  its  local  lines — the  Northern  rail¬ 
road  of  New  Jersey,  the  New  Jersey  &  New  York 
railroad,  the  New  York  &  Greenwood  Lake  rail¬ 
way  and  the  New  York,  Susquehanna  &  Western 
railroad,  the  eastern  public  is  thoroughly  familiar, 
as  it  was  with  the  first  of  the  trunk  lines  to  be 
built  from  the  great  lakes  to  the  ocean. 

Of  the  physical  characteristics  of  the  Cincinnati, 
Hamilton  &  Dayton  less  is  known,  although  its 
prominence  in  financial  centers  has  made  the  name 
familiar.  The  main  line  of  the  Cincinnati,  Ham¬ 
ilton  &  Dayton  extends  from  Cincinnati  on  the 
south  almost  directly  north  to  Toledo  on  Lake 
Erie,  211  miles,  where  the  line  has  fine  terminal 
facilities  for  lake  traffic.  At  that  city  it  meets 
the  Pere  Marquette,  extending  north  sixty  miles 
to  Detroit,  where  there  are  also  ample  terminals 
for  lake  traffic.  From  Hamilton,  Ohio,  the  line 
extends  west  to  Springfield,  Ill.,  passing  across 
Indiana  through  Indianapolis  and  Decatur,  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  295  miles.  About  midway  between  Cin¬ 
cinnati  and  Detroit  is  a  line  extending  east  and 
west  from  Findlay,  Ohio,  to  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  a 
distance  of  seventy-eight  miles.  About  midway 
between  Indianapolis  and  Springfield,  Ill.,  extend¬ 
ing  from  Sidell  on  the  north  is  a  line  running  al¬ 
most  directly  south  to  Olney,  a  distance  of  eighty- 
five  miles.  From  Dayton,  Ohio,  a  line  extends 
southeast  169  miles  to  Ironton  on  the  Ohio  river, 
there  reaching  the  rich  coal  and  ore  regions  of 
that  state  and  those  just  across  the  river  in  West 
Virginia  and  Kentucky.  Minor  lines  connect  with 
the  main  stem  of  the  road  and  act  as  feeders  for 
the  rich  agricultural,  manufacturing,  ore  and  coal 
producing  territory  of  Ohio.  This  system  makes 
connections  with  the  existing  Erie  system  at  Day- 
ton,  Lima  and  Spencerville,  Ohio. 

Has  Many  Leased  Lines. 

The  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  &  Dayton  owns 
jointly  with  the  Southern  railway  the  lease  of  the 
Cincinnati  Southern,  extending  from  Cincinnati 
to  Chattanooga.  It  also  has  a  traffic  agreement 
by  which  it  has  a  second  entrance  to  Chicago 
oyer  the  “Monon”  route  from  Chicago  to  In¬ 
dianapolis. 

The  Chicago,  Cincinnati  &  Louisville  road, 
which  is  owned  and  operated  by  the  Cincinnati, 
Hamilton  &  Dayton,  extends  from  Cincinnati 
northwest  to  Griffith,  a  distance  of  253  miles, 
connecting  with  the  main  line  of  the  Chicago  & 
Erie  at  North  Judson,  and  from  Griffith  using  the 
present  Erie  road  as  an  entrance  into  Chicago. 
This  line  passes  through  Richmond,  Muncie  and 
Peru  and  other  important  points  in  Indiana.  The 
water  of  Lake  Michigan  are  also  reached  directly 
over  the  Chicago,  Cincinnati  &  Louisville  by  a 
branch  road  extending  from  La  Crosse,  Ind., 
north  thirty-six  miles  to  New  Buffalo,  where  con¬ 
nection  is  also  made  with  the  Pere  Marquette. 

The  Pere  Marquette,  with  its  branches,  leased 
and  operated  lines  in  Michigan  and  Canada,  is  a 
system  of  2,382  miles.  In  its  many  ramifications 
it  covers  all  the  rich  ore,  lumber  and  grain  pro¬ 
ducing  territories  of  the  entire  state  of  Michigan, 
with  terminals  on  Lake  Erie,  Lake  Huron  and 
Lake  Michigan.  Trackage  rights  over  the  Canada 
Southern  and  the  Michigan  Central,  from  St 
Thomas,  Ont,  its  eastern  terminal,  give  it  an 
eastern  terminal  at  Buffalo  and  Niagara  Falls. 
From  St.  Thomas  the  line  extends  west  through 
Ontario  to  Detroit,  thence  across  Michigan 
through  Lansing  and  Grand  Rapids  to  Lake  Mich¬ 
igan  at  Ottawa  Beach.  Thence  the  road  extends 
south  along  the  eastern  shore  of  Lake  Michigan 
to  Porter,  Ind.,  and  has  an  entrance  into  the 
Grand  Central  station  at  Chicago.  The  Canadian 
portion  of  the  Pere  Marquette  is  connected  by  a 
line  northwest  to  Port  Huron  on  Lake  Huron. 
Thence  branches  extend  north  to  Pointe  Aux 
Barques  and  Bay  City  on  the  same  lake,  and 


thence  west  through  Saginaw  direct  to  Ludington 
and  Manistee  on  Lake  Michigan.  From  Luding¬ 
ton  car  ferries  extend  across  the  lake  to  Mani¬ 
towoc  and  Kewaunee,  where  connections  are  made 
with  the  Wisconsin  Central  and  other  lines  to  the 
grain  districts  of  the  great  northwest.  From  the 
same  point  car  ferries  run  southwest  for  direct 
connections  with  Milwaukee.  These  are  the  two 
main  east  and  west  branches  oi  the  system. 

Pere  Marquette  Taps  Rich  Territory. 

A  number  of  branches  extending  generally 
north  and  south  gridiron  the  state  so  thoroughly 
that  they  reach  all  of  its  most  important  points, 
the  principal  one  of  these  extending  from  Toledo 
north,  passing  through  Flint  and  Saginaw  to 
Bay  City.  In  addition  to  its  line  skirting  the 
shores  of  Lake  Michigan,  the  Pere  Marquette 
has  a  system  running  from  Grand  Rapids  di¬ 
rectly  north  to  Traverse  City,  Charlevoix  ind 
Petoskey,  and  other  favorite  summer  resorts  at 
the  northern  end  of  Michigan. 

This  net  work  of  lines  will  give  to  the  Erie  a 
total  mileage  of  6,195  miles,  exclusive  of  double 
track  and  sidings.  It  forms  a  net  work  of  liries 
that  taps  three  of  the  great  lakes  and  reaches 
much  of  the  richest  territory  in  the  states  of  New 
York,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois, 
and  some  of  the  rnost  productive  territory  of  the 
province  of  Ontario. 

The  Erie  system  by  this  acquisition  gains  direct 
entrance  into  Cincinnati,  with  valuable  southern 
and  western  connections  resulting  therefrom,  gains 
a  short  line  to  Detroit  and  additional  terminal 
facilities  in  Chicago,  that  will  be  of  immense  ad¬ 
vantage  to  it.  It  also  brings  into  the  line  the 
great  cities  of  Indianapolis,  Fort  Wayne,  Toledo, 
Springfield,  Ill.,  Detroit,  Saginaw,  Grand  Rapids, 
Flint,  Mich.,  and  by  car  ferries  gains  direct  con¬ 
nection  with  the  roads  running  through  the  richest 
of  the  wheat,  lumber  and  ore  producing  country 
of  the  northwest. — The  Wall  Street  Summary. 

Big  West  Virginia  Coal  Beal 
Closed. 

A  half  million  dollars  is  the  price  received  by 
Mark  Packard,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  from  a  syndi¬ 
cate  of  business  men  of  Detroit  and  other  cities 
for  a  tract  of  coal  land  in  the  Pocahontas  field 
of  West  Virginia,  which  is  universally  known  to 
be  a  very  productive  coal  region.  The  big  deal 
was  consummated  in  Buffalo  a  day  or  two  ago, 
the  payment  of  the  full  amount  of  the  purchase 
price  being  made  and  the  syndicate  taking  im¬ 
mediate  title  to  the  property. 

Among  those  interested  in  the  transaction  and 
who  were  in  Buffalo  for  the  negotiations  were: 
H.  M.  Jewett,  president  of  Jewett,  Bigelow  & 
Brooks,  coal  miners  and  shippers,  of  Detroit, 
Mich.,  and  other  cities;  E.  H.  Jewett  and  Jay  W. 
Bigelow,  directors  of  the  same  company,  and  Mr. 
Cady,  of  Detroit;  Mr.  Chapman,  of  Syracuse, 
Mr.  Angell,  of  Detroit,  representing  one  of  the 
largest  financial  institutions  of  that  city,  and 
James  A.  Henchey,  manager  of  the  Tug  River 
Coal  Land  Co.,  of  Welch,  W.  Va.,  and  director 
of  the  Cumberland  Plateau  Corporation.  The  pur¬ 
chasers  came  almost  direct  from  an  inspection  of 
the  Pocahontas  field,  in  which  they  have  long 
had  a  desire  to  invest.  All  have  had  a  large 
experience  in  coal  mining  operations. 

Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks  are  one  of  the  most 
enterprising,  energetic  and  largest  firms  of  miners 
and  shippers  of  coal  in  this  country.  The  firm 
has  been  supplying  the  Boston  Elevated  railroad 
in  Boston  for  a  number  of  years,  and  also  such 
concerns  as  the  Calumet  &  Hecla,  in  the  Lake 
Superior  copper  mining  regions.  They  have  offices 
in  Chicago,  Ill.;  Detroit,  Mich.;  Marytown,  W. 
Va.;  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  Boston,  Mass.  The  ca¬ 
pacity  of  their  mines  at  present  is  several  thou¬ 
sand  tons  a  day.  It  is  understood  that  one  of  the 
firms  interested  with  them  will  require  in  their 
works  approximately  10,000  tons  of  coal  daily, 
necessitating  a  large  increase  in  the  production. 
Improvements  will  at  once  be  made  to  supply  the 
increased  demand. 

The  acreage  sold  is  2,249  acres,  representing 
about  one-fifth  of  the  coal  land  owned  by  Mr. 


Packard  in  West  Virginia.  It  is  unofficially  said 
that  this  is  only  the  beginning  of  a  combination 
that  may  eventually  require  all  of  the  land  owned 
by  Mr.  Packard  in  the  Pocahontas  field,  and  that 
the  combination  will  represent  a  capital  of  one 
and  a  half  or  two  million  dollars.  The  demands 
for  coal  on  Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks  are  increas¬ 
ing  rapidly,  and  it  seems  to  be  only  a  question  of 
time  when  they  will  find  it  necessary  to  extend 
their  operations.  The  coal  in  the  Pocahontas 
region  is  of  the  quality  that  their  customers  must 
have  for  their  purposes. 

But  the  late  transaction  will  mark  an  epoch  in 
the  history  of  the  famous  Pocahontas  field.  The 
plans  of  the  purchasers  comprehend  immediate 
development  on  an  extensive  scale. 


Controversy  Over  Boiler  Tests. 

Engineer  C.  T.  Malcomson,  of  the  United 
State  government  coal  testing  plant  at  the  world’s 
fair  site,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  Joseph  G.  Branch, 
St.  Louis  inspector  of  boilers  and  elevators,  are 
in  a  deadlock  over  the  question  of  city  inspectors 
inspecting  boilers  in  the  plant.  About  a  year 
ago,  when  Mr.  Branch’s  deputies  inspected  the 
plant,  at  the  time  of  the  fair,  the  engineer  in 
charge  paid  the  $5.00  inspection  fees  under  pro¬ 
test,  but  refused  to  put  St.  Louis  licensed  en¬ 
gineers  in  charge. 

Recently  Mr.  Malcomson  refused  to  abide  by 
the  regulations  laid  down  by  Inspector  Branch 
and  the  matter  came  to  a  crisis.  Mr.  Branch  has 
placed  the  city’s  interests  in  the  hands  of  City 
Counselor  Charles  W.  Bates,  and  says  the  plant 
will  either  be  closed,  unless  the  ordinances  are 
complied  with,  or  the  engineers  in  charge  will  be 
summoned  for  trial  in  the  police  courts.  Mr 
Malcomson  claims  that  the  boilers  belong  to  the 
government,  while  Mr.  Branch  declares  the  gov¬ 
ernment  does  not  own  the  ground  on  which  they 
are  located,  and  therefore  the  ordinances  must  be 
obeyed. 

The  testing  plant  was  established  by  an  act  of 
congress  and  is  the  only  one  of  its  kind  in  Amer¬ 
ica.  At  present  it  gives  employment  to  100  men 
and  IS  run  at  a  cost  of  $15,000  a  month.  Coals 
and  lignites  are  tested  to  ascertain  their  actual 
values. 

Mr.  Malcomson  has  been  assured  by  the  dis¬ 
trict  attorney  that  his  stand  in  the  controversy 
is  correct  and  that  if  the  case  is  taken  into  court 
he  will  be  upheld. 


Pennsylvania  Shipments. 


Shipments  of  coal  and  coke  originating  on  the 
lines  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  east  of  I^tts- 
burg  and  Erie  are  still  on  the  increase,  as  indi¬ 
cated  by  the  figures  for  the  week  ending  October 
fourteenth,  which  were  as  follows : 


Short  tons. 
Anthracite  coal 
Bituminous  coal 
Coke  . 


1905.  1905. 

Week  ending  Year  to 
Oct.  14.  Oct.  14. 

. .  .  83.518  3,666,086 

...642,361  22,982,411 

...223,901  8,609,807 


Totals 


949,780  36,158,304 


1904. 
Year  to 
Oct.  16. 

3.503,928 

21,149.165 

6,655,638 


31,308,729 


Wagon  Prices  at  Chicago. 


ANTHRACITE. 

Grate  .  $5  50 

Stove  .  6.75 

Chestnut  .  6.75 

Egg . '• .  6.75 

BITUMINOUS. 

Hocking  lump  .  $4.00 

Hocking  nut  .  3.50 

Illinois  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.00 

Indiana  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.00 

Wilmington  chunks  .  3.50 

No.  1  washed  nut .  3.50 

Brazil  block  .  3.75 

Jackson  Hill  Ohio .  5.OO 

Cannel  lump  .  6.25 

Smithing  .  4,50 

West  Virginia  splint .  4.OO 

Gas-house  coke  .  5.OO 
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Talks  in  the  Field  of  the  Retail  Dealer. 


The  square  deal  in  l)usiness  is  the  foundation 
of  success. 

Any  violation  of  the  rules  of  honesty  in  the 
end  will  injure  a  retail  coal  merchant  to  a 
greater  extent  than  it  will  help  him,  while  a 
strict  adherence  to  these  rules  will  be  of  great 
benefit  to  him. 

I  never  appreciated  this  to  any  greater  extent 
than  this  week,  when  a  leading  south  side  mer¬ 
chant  in  Chicago  related  his  experiences  and  told 
me  how  he  had  built  up  a  business,  starting  with¬ 
out  capital,  which  now  amounts  to  a  great  many 
thousand  tons  of  coal  annually,  and  furnishes 
employment  to  a  force  of  thirty-five  men  and 
thirty  horses.  He  attributes  his  whole  suc¬ 
cess  to  the  square  deal.  He  says  that  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  square  deal  he  would  have  re¬ 
mained  where  many  of  his  competitors  are  at  the 
present  time;  that  he  has  gained  business  while 
they  have  lost  it. 

This  coal  merchant  prefaced  his  remarks  by 
saying  that  he  never,  in  his  whole  business  career, 
had  employed  either  a  salesman  or  a  collector. 

“Our  customers,”  he  added,  “are  our  best  sales¬ 
men.  A  satisfied  customer  is  the  best  salesman 
any  merchant  in  any  line  of  business  can  have.” 

Relating  his  experiences  and  how  his  immense 
business  has  been  built  up,  he  continued : 

“My  business  received  its  great  impetus  during 
the  anthracite  strike  of  1902.  I  believe  that  hon¬ 
esty  is  the  foundation  of  all  success  in  business. 

I  believe  that  a  man  in  the  retail  trade  must  not 
only  be  honest  with  those  to  whom  he  sells  coal, 
but  also  to  those  from  whom  he  purchases.  This 
was  a  cardinal  principle  with  me  from  the  time 
T  started  in  business,  and  has  always  remained 
the  fotmdation  on  which  I  have  built.” 

Prosperity  Started  with  Strike. 

“During  the  great  strike  of  1902  I  sold  within 
2,000  tons  as  much  anthracite  that  season  as  I  did 
the  previous  year,  although  this  coal  was  very 
difficult  to  obtain  from  the  shipping  companies. 

I  always  had  dealt  with  one  shipping  company, 
and  it  was  known  by  the  members  of  this  com¬ 
pany  that  I  had  been  thoroughly  loyal  to  it  at 
all  times.  As  soon  as  this  company  began  to  re¬ 
ceive  coal  from  the  mines  it  commenced  to  take 
care  of  me  at  the  regular  circular  prices,  and  it 
took  care  of  me  throughout  the  enfire  winter  on 
the  circular  basis. 

“As  a  consequence,  I  sold  anthracite  to  my 
customers  throughout  the  period  at  the  regular 
retail  price.  Other  dealers  who  bought  their  coal 
at  circular  price,  because  they  vvere  loyal  cus¬ 
tomers  of  the  shipping  companies,  in  many  in¬ 
stances  thought  it  good  policy  to  secure  a  specu¬ 
lative  price  from  their  customers  in  excess  of 
what  they  paid. 

“I  was  looking  at  the  future  and  intending  to 
stay  in  business.  I  reasoned  that  if  I  made  my 
ordinary  profit  I  would  gain  a  reputation  for 
square  dealing  which  would  last  long  after  the 
strike  was  over,  and  further  developments  proved 
that  my  logic  was  sound. 

“In  connection  with  smokeless  coal  I  followed 
the  same  policy,  although  it  lost  me  money  on 
some  of  my  business.  Early  in  the  season  I  took 
a  number  of  steam  contracts  at  $3.85  per  ton  for 
the  coal  delivered.  Then  I  was  buying  it  at 
$3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

“Later  in  the  year  the  shipping  companies  ad¬ 
vanced  their  contract  price  to  me  fifty  cents  a 
ton,  making  it  cost  me  $3.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  1 
held  to  the  opinion  that  though  this  was  unjust 
to  me  I  could  not  afford  to  be  unjust  to  my  cus¬ 
tomers,  who  made  contracts  in  good  faith,  and 
accordingly  I  delivered  every  ton  for  which  I 
was  obligated  at  $3.85,  losjng  money  on  the  trans¬ 
action,  because  it  cost  me  more  than  thirty-five 
cents  to  deliver  the  coal. 

Knew  He  Acted  Honestly. 

“While  I  was  out  of  pocket,  I  had  the  consola¬ 
tion  of  knowing  that  I  was  acting  honestly  with 
my  customers,  and  had  not  betrayed  the  con¬ 
fidence  they  had  in  me  when  I  entered  into  the 
obligation.  Even  though  it  had  not  proved  a 
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profitable  transaction,  I  felt  that  honesty  was 
worth  something,  and  that  this  feeling  of  confi¬ 
dence  in  my  self  was  worth  more  than  the  price 
paid  for  it.” 

This  outlines  the  general  policy  adopted  by  this 
retailer.  Now  for  results.  In  this  connection 
he  said :  “The  results  were  far  greater  than 
I  anticipated  they  would  be.  In  1903,  the  year 
following  the  strike,  my  business  showed  an  ex¬ 
pansion  of  ninety  per  cent.  In  other  words,  I 
nearly  doubled  my  business  the  following  year. 

“There  was  a  substantial  increase  in  1904  and 
to  this  day  I  have  customers  who  come  in  and 
say  they  want  to  buy  coal  of  me  because  some  old 
customer  told  them  of  the  treatment  I  gave  my 
trade  during  the  strike.  It  works  like  an  endless 
chain.  Every  time  I  make  a  new  customer,  he 
tells  some  one  else  about  my  methods  of  doing 
business,  and  in  that  way  I  keep  on  making  gains 
year  after  year. 

Policy  Responsible  for  Business  Growth. 

“I  believe  that  this  policy  is  responsible  for 
the  great  growth  of  my  business.  I  do  not  think 
that  I  have  this  great  personal  following  as  a 
result  of  any  individual  characteristics.  Of  course, 

I  always  endeavor  to  treat  eyery  customer  right. 

“I  believe  in  being  courteous  to  them  at  all 
times,  and  in  endeavoring  to  give  them  what¬ 
ever  they  want,  and  also  indicate  the  coal  that 
will  give  the  best  results  for  the  purposes  for 
which  it  is  wanted.  I  think  I  am  fairly  expe¬ 
rienced  in  the  uses  for  which  coals  are  adapted, 
from  the  domestic  and  steam  standpoint,  and  my 
advice  is  of  value  to  my  customers,  but  if  this  is 
true,  I  regard  it  as  a  minor  consideration.” 

This  dealer  makes  a  success  of  the  business 
largely  as  he  says,  because  of  his  belief  in  a 
square  deal.  But  there  is  another  consideration 
which  enters  into  his  great  success.  He  is  a 
business  man  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  shrewd 
and  alert,  eager  to  take  advantage  of  any  legiti¬ 
mate  opening  which  will  bring  him  greater 
profit,  but  which  is  honest. 

For  instance,  in  the  matter  of  stocking  coal,  he 
is  a  shrewd  buyer,  and  generally  knows  when 
the  market  is  at  its  lowest  point.  He  probably 
has  in  stock  at  the  present  time,  25,000  tons  of 
bituminous  coal,  a  large  part  of  which  was  pur¬ 
chased  during  the  summer  when  the  price  was 
reasonable,  on  which  he  can  make  a  fair  profit 
during  the  winter. 

Not  only  has  he  stocked  bituminous,  but  also 
anthracite  and  every  grade  of  coal  for  which 
he  has  any  call  from  his  customers. 

His  storage  bins  are  so  full  that  recently  when 
he  took  in  an  additional  car  of  cannel,  to  supply 
some  of  his  trade,  he  could  not  find  a  place  in 
either  of  his  two  yards  in  which  to  stock  it, 
but  it  became  necessary  to  unload  it  adjacent 
to  his  office  in  another  part  of  the  city. 

Seldom  Loses  a  Customer. 

Owing  to  the  methods  which  he  follows,  and 
his  appreciation  of  modern  business  principles, 
this  dealer  seldom  loses  a  customer,  except  where 
the  latter  moves  to  another  part  of  the  city. 

Few  of  his  customers  ever  become  disgruntled, 
although  he  has  reached  a  point,  owing  to  his 
large  business,  where  he  is  not  anxious  to  cater 
to  trade  that  is  difficult  to  handle,  because  of 
frequent  complaints  as  to  the  deliveries  of  coal 
or  its  quality. 

He  feels  that  he  is  doing  the  best  he  can  for 
his  customers  on  the  basis  of  the  price  he  pays 
for  the  coal.  In  view  of  this  fact,  few  ever  com¬ 
plain,  and  when  they  do,  he  tells  that  customer 
that  in  the  future  he  prefers  that  he  trade  else¬ 
where. 

This  is  always  done  in  a  nice  manner  and  not 
in  a  gruff  tone  of  voice,  which  many  times  has 
its  influence  on  a  customer  and  makes  the  latter 
more  desirous  of  buying  coal  from  this  retailer. 
As  a  consequence  of  his  ability,  he  has  a  busi¬ 
ness  which  is  almost  ideal,  and  which  nets  him 
a  handsome  income  every  year. 

Of  course,  to  build  up  such  a  business,  is  im¬ 
possible  where  the  population  is  not  so  large 


as  in  a  city  like  Chicago,  but  there  are  many 
points  in  connection  with  the  success  of  this 
coal  merchant  which  can  be  adopted  by  other 
retailers,  wherever  they  may  be  located,  and 
which  will  add  to  the  success  of  every  enterprise. 
The  methods  of  this  merchant  should  be  closely 
scrutinized.  His  belief  in  the  square  deal  should 
be  adopted  by  every  dealer  who  desires  to  win 
success.  The  merchant  who  substitutes  or  gives 
short  weights  may  win  out  for  a  time,  but  in  the 
end  lie  will  have  to  pay  the  price. 

The  Yard  Manager. 


James  M.  Wells  for  Board. 

James  M.  Wells,  for  the  past  seventeen  years 
identified  with  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.  in 
Chicago  has  been  nominated  as  a  candidate  for 
trustee  of  the  drainage  board  to  serve  for  one 
year.  Mr.  Wells  was  born  in  Chicago  and  has 


JAMES  M.  WELLS. 


lived  in  this  city  his  entire  life.  Practically  dur¬ 
ing  his  entire  business  career  he  has  been  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  and  is  at 
present  superintendent  of  the  yards  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  having  the  title  pf  city  sales  agent. 

The  nomination  of  Mr.  Wells  as  candidate  for 
a  member  of  the  drainage  board  is  a  distinct  com¬ 
pliment  to  him.  While  he  has  always  been  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  democratic  party  he  has  never 
sought  any  nomination  at  the  hands  of  this  or¬ 
ganization.  He  did  not  seek  the  nomination  in 
this  instance,  but  was  selected  by  the  Cook  county- 
central  committee  for  a  place  on  the  ticket  and 
was  asked  if  he  would  accept  it  After  giving 
the  matter  some  consideration  he  decided  to  do 
so  and  is  making  an  active  campai^  in  which 
he  is  having  the  cooperation  of  his  numerous 
friends. 

He  is  the  son  of  Thomas  P.  Wells,  who  was  one 
of  the  prominent  contractors  of  Chicago  in  its 
early  history.  James  M.  Wells  was  bom  Sep¬ 
tember  twenty-seventh,  1863,  at  the  corner  of 
Indiana  and  Wells  streets  on  the  north  side, 
which  then  was  in  the  outlying  part  of  the  city. 
He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  was 
graduated  from  a  Chicago  high  school.  Mr. 
Wells  has  always  resided  on  the  north  side. 

Mr.  Wells  is  not  a  political  office  seeker  but 
is  a  business  man,  as  is  indicated  by  his  long 
ser\-ice  for  the  company  with  which  he  is  con¬ 
nected.  As  a  business  man  he  will  bring  many 
qualifications  which  will  make  him  an  efficient 
trustee  of  the  drainage  board. 
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Western  Retail  Motes, 

B.  F.  Hecker,  a  coal  dealer  at  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
was  recently  fined  $50  on  a  charge  of  selling  short 
weight  coal. 

Bids  for  supplying  the  city  of  Great  Falls, 
Mont.,  with  coal  have  been  received  and  are  now 
under  consideration. 

D.  L.  Riley  &  Son,  Lake  Park,  Iowa,  have 
disposed  of  their  lumber  and  coal  business  to  the 
Interior  Lumber  Co. 

H.  Kellogg,  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  was  awarded  the 
contract  for  furnishing  the  city  hall  with  anthra¬ 
cite  at  $7.70  per  ton. 

The  Kalamazoo  Ice  &  Fuel  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Kalamazoo,  Mich.  The  incorpora¬ 
tors  are  Walter  Baker  and  Peter  Leenaatts. 

Edward  Birmingham,  Ottawa,  Ohio,  has  sold 
his  coal  business  and  transfer  line  to  Frank 
Greer  and  Ed  Shondel.  Mr.  Birmingham  will  go 
to  New  York  to  reside. 

The  St.  Charles  Ice  &  Coal  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  St.  Charles,  Mo.,  with  a  capital 
of  $8,000,  all  paid  in.  The  incorporators  are  H.  H. 
Wilmes,  B.  A.  Wilmes  and  J.  J.  Amptmann. 

Work  on  the  new  plant  of  the  South  Bend 
Fuel  &  Gas  Co.  at  South  Bend,  Ind.,  is  progress¬ 
ing  rapidly.  It  is  believed  that  the  plant  will  be 
entirely  completed  by  the  first  of  November. 

E.  E.  Johnston  has  purchased  the  interest 
of  his  partner,  1.  G.  Willey,  in  the  coal  and  flour 
business  of  Johnston  &  Willey,  EstheryilJe,  Iowa. 
The  business  will  be  continued  under  his  name. 

Coal  dealers  at  Logansport,  Ind.,  report  a  coal 
shortage  caused  by  consumers  neglecting  to  or¬ 
der  coal  until  cold  weather.  The  dealers  are 
taking  orders,  but  can  promise  no  certain  date 
for  delivery. 

By  an  amendment  to  its  charter,  filed  recently, 
the  Ohio  Cooperative  Coal  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio, 
has  changed  its  name  to  the  Fobes-Tompkins 
Coal  Co.  and  also  increased  its  capital  from  $20,- 
000  to  $25,000. 

While  attending  a  reunion  of  his  family,  John 
N.  Schureman,  one  of  the  pioneer  coal  dealers 
at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  died  at  Lincoln,  Neb.  Mr. 
Schureman  was  eighty  years  old  and  a  resident  of 
St.  Louis  for  fifty-five  years. 

The  Elmore  Coal  Co.  has  completed  plans  for 
the  erection  of  a  coal  office  on  South  Main  street 
near  the  St.  Paul  freight  depot,  Rockford,  Ill.  The 
Elmore  company  was  established  thirty  years  ago 
and  is  the  oldest  firm  in  the  coal  business  in  that 
city. 

Coal  dealers  at  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  held  a  meet¬ 
ing  recently  for  the  purpose  of  securing  informa¬ 
tion  regarding  credits.  A  list  of  those  who  do 
not  pay  their  coal  bills  will  be  made  out,  and  cash 
will  be  demanded  from  them  in  advance  in  the 
future. 

Isaac  Royster,  a  coal  merchant  at  Peoria,  Ill., 
has  been  arrested  for  delivering  short-weight 
coal.  On  an  order  for  sixty-two  bushels  he  is 
said  to  have  delivered  forty-two.  It  is  alleged 
the  scale  tickets  calling  for  sixty-two  bushels 
were  forged. 

The  Thomas  &  Phalon  Coal  Co.  has  received 
a  lease  from  the  Burlington  road  for  a  she  for 
a  coal  yard  and  will  build  a  retail  plant  in  the 
Mill  street  yards  at  La  Crosse,  Wis.  Work  has 
been  commenced  and  will  be  pushed  until  the 
buildings  are  completed. 

Eastern  Retail  Motes. 

The  board  of  public  works  at  Meriden,  Conn., 
will  soon  advertise  for  bids  for  500  tons  of  bitu¬ 
minous  coal. 

The  Larkin  &  Bloom  Co.  has  been  awarded 
the  contract  for  furnishing  the  city  of  Chester, 
Pa.,  with  twenty-five  tons  of  anthracite  at  $6.14 
per  ton. 

The  Jamaica  Plains  Cooperative  Coal  &  Wood 
Co.  has  been  incorporated  at  Portland,  Maine, 
with  a  capital  of  $10,000.  The  incorporators  are 
M.  M.  Estabrook  and  J.  T.  Fagan. 

E.  D.  Peters,  caretaker  of  Mount  Bethel  ceme¬ 
tery,  has  leased  from  William  Morris  a  plot  of 


ground  at  Barber  and  Florence  streets,  Colum¬ 
bia,  Pa.,  where  he  will  open  a  retail  coal  yard. 

John  M.  Norris,  Reading,  Pa.,  has  become  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  J.  Langdon  &  Co.,  coal 
dealers  at  Elmira,  Pa.  Mr.  Norris  has  become  a 
resident  of  Elmira  in  consequence  of  his  busi¬ 
ness  interests. 

James  A.  Given,  for  thirty  years  a  coal  and 
wood  dealer  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  died  recently  at 
his  home,  1023  West  avenue,  in  that  city.  He  was 
widely  known  and  universally  liked.  The  burial 
took  place  with  Masonic  rites  at  Forest  Lawn 
cemetery. 

The  contract  for  furnishing  tl^e  city  of  Rensse¬ 
laer.  N.  Y.,  with  a  winter  supply  of  coal  has  been 
divided  between  five  coal  merchants  of  that  city, 
M.  F.  Coan,  C.  J.  Reno,  Waugh  &  Berry,  E.  A. 
Ailing  and  Bailie  &  Parker.  The  contract  was 
awarded  on  the  basis  of  $6.50  a  ton. 

Southern  Retail  Notes. 

The  Rowe  Transfer  &  Coal  Co.  is  erecting  a 
two-story  storage  building  on  the  corner  of 
Broadway  and  Park  avenue,  Knoxville,  Tenn. 
The  building  will  be  of  brick,  75x225  feet,  and 
will  be  of  mill  construction,  with  elevators  and 
other  storage  conveniences. 

Several  coal  dealers  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  are 
complaining  about  some  of  the  dealers  delivering 
short-weight  coal,  and  it  is  urged  that  the  city 
establish  a  city  weigh  office,  in  order  to  determine 
if  correct  weight  is  given.  No  arrests  have  been 
made  as  yet,  but  the  matter  will  be  thoroughly 
sifted. 

The  per  cent  of  increase  in  the  business  of  J. 
Drffourc  &  Sons,  coal  dealers  at  New  Orleans, 
La.,  during  the  past  year  is  reported  as  having 
been  very  satisfactory  to  the  firm.  They  have 
only  been  in  business  for  three  years,  but  their 
strict  attention  to  details  has  gained  for  them  a 
place  among  the  prominent  retail  merchants  in 
New  Orleans. 

Western  Coal  and  Coke  Motes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 

The  Dexter  Coal  Co.,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  has  in¬ 
creased  its  capital  stock  from  $60,000  to  $80,000. 
This  company  was  formerly  the  Diamond  Coal 
Co. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  by  the 
Coldwater  Coal  Co.,  at  Moscow,  Idaho.  The  com¬ 
pany  is  doing  business  in  the  Nicola  coal  fields 
in  British  Columbia. 

The  Bakewell  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Bellaire,  Iowa,  by  T.  W.  Pearsall,  J.  C.  Smith, 
J.  H.  Pearsall,  Levi  Waggoner  and  W.  F.  Kaiser, 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $90,000. 

New  York  coal  magnates  have  purchased  25,000 
acres  of  coal  land  near  Benton,  Mo.,  with  the 
intention  of  developing  the  land  in  the  near  fu¬ 
ture.  The  consideration  was  $400,000. 

The  B.  &  J.  C.  Mining,  Developing  &  Smelting 
Co.  has  been  incorporated  at  Chicago,  Ill.,  with  a 
capital  of  $10,000.  The  incorporators  are  J.  H. 
Shirley,  William  J.  Meyers  and  B.  B.  Ray. 

J.  M.  Edwards,  G.  W.  Crocker  and  James 
Langdon  have  taken  options  on  1,200  acres  of 
coal  land  near  Lewiston,  Wash.  The  property  is 
to  be  bought  for  Pittsburg  and  Denver  people. 

The  Newton  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $25,000.  The  incorporators  are  J.  C. 
Burns,  G.  E.  Walsh,  F.  H.  Games,  R.  J.  O’Dell 
and  O.  C.  Wagner. 

The  coal  underlying  the  farm  of  J.  Betts,  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  has  been  sold  to  the  Saylor  Coal 
Co.  for  $16,000.  Mr.  Betts  is  to  retain  the  surface, 
which  is  said  to  be  worth  $100  an  acre,  which  was 
about  the  price  obtained  for  the  mineral  rights. 

General  Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Enterprise  coal  mine  in  Knox  county,  Ind., 
has  been  reopened. 

The  People’s  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Quincy,  Ill., 
has  increased  its  capital  from  $25,000  to  $50,000. 

Extensive  improvements  are  being  made  by  the 
Western  Coal  Co.  at  its  plant  at  Heathon,  Colo. 


Double  hoisting  engines  are  being  installed  at  a 
cost  of  $10,000. 

The  Blackburn  coal  mines,  three  miles  from 
Petersburg,  Ind.,  owned  by  the  W.  S.  Little  Coal 
Co.,  have  resumed  operations  after  being  closed 
for  nearly  a  year. 

Ill.,  recently  opened  a  fine  vein  of  coal  at  a  depth 
of  165  feet.  The  cost  of  digging  was  $30  a  foot 
and  the  shaft  was  sunk  in  forty  days. 

The  St.  Louis,  Iron  Mountain  &  Southern  rail¬ 
way  will  build  a  six-mile  extension  of  its  branch 
to  Herrin,  Williamson  county.  Ill.,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  opening  up  the  coal  fields  near  Johnson 
City. 

The  Latham  Coal  Co.,  Citizens’  Coal  Co.  and 
the  Lincoln  Coal  Co.,  all  at  Bloomington,  Ill., 
it  is  claimed,  are  to  be  sold  to  an  eastern  syndi¬ 
cate.  The  value  of  the  mines  is  between  $600,000 
and  $700,000. 

Coal  drillers  are  sinking  testboles  in  Leepcr- 
town  township,  south  of  Red  Mills,  Ill.  If  coal  is 
found  a  mining  town  will  be  built  near  Bureau. 
The  work  is  being  done  by  the  Rock  Island  Coal 
Co.,  of  Chicago. 

The  Osage  mines  near  Topeka,  Kas.,  will  im- 
mediatelv  be  reopened  and  the  miners  put  to 
work.  This  announcement  was  made  by  Cyrus 
Leland  Jr.  and  James  E.  Hurley,  receivers  of  the 
Devlin  bankrupt  estate. 

The  Coal_  Belt  railway  is  to  build  a  railroad 
from  extensive  coal  fields  in  Carbon  countv.  Utah, 
to  Salt  Lake  City.  The  road  will  be  eightv-nine 
miles  lone  and  will  connect  with  the  San  Pedro, 
Los  Angeles  &  Salt  Lake  railroad  at  Spanish 
Fork. 

The  Flat  Rock  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  begun  op¬ 
erations  at  its  new  mine  at  Flat  Rock.  Ill.  A  larcre 
number  of  people  gathered  at  Flat  Rock  recently 
to  commemorate  the  breaking  of  ground.  T.  U. 
Gresham,  of  Harrisburg,  Ill.,  is  superintendent  of 
the  mine. 

Reese  Bros.,  who  for  several  years  have  been 
operating  the  coal  mines  at  Scandia.  Iowa,  made 
an  assignment  for  the  benefit  of  their  creditors 
recentlv.  The  cause  of  the  failure  is  said  to  be 
the  lack  of  funds  to  conduct  the  business  on  the 
basis  desired. 

It  is  expected  that  the  sinkers  who  are  eneaged 
in  opening  the  new  coal  mine  at  Mechanicsburg, 
Ill.,  will  strike  coal  in  two  or  three  weeks  at  the 
most.  They  have  passed  through  an  eighteen- 
foot  bed  of  shale  and  the  work  so  far  has  prog¬ 
ressed  with  success. 

The  shaft  of  the  Handy  Bros.  Mining  Co.,  Bay 
Citv,  Mich.,  is  now  down  to  a  depth  of  100  feet, 
and  it  is  expected  that  coal  will  be  reached  in 
about  thirty  days.  If  coal  is  struck  in  that  time 
the  company  will  haye  the  mine  in  operation  by 
the  first  of  the  new  year. 

During  the  past  six  weeks  bankruptcy  proceed¬ 
ings  have  been  filed  against  ten  companies  because 
of  the  Devlin  failure.  The  creditors  of  these  com¬ 
panies,  who  are  almost  entirely  identified  with  coal 
interests,  will  meet  October  nineteenth  at  Topeka, 
Kas.,  to  file  their  claims  and  elect  trustees. 

B.  C.  Stitz,  Norwood,  Minn.,  recently  visited 
Detroit,  Mich.,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
machinery  with  which  to  operate  a  peat  factory 
near  Norwood,  Minn.  The  Northwestern  Peat 
Fuel  Co.,  of  which  Mr.  Stitz  is  vice-president, 
will  install  a  plant  capable  of  turning  out  300  tons 
of  fuel  a  day. 

The  strike  of  the  Nanaimo  miners  at  Nanaimo. 
B.  C..  which  for  the  past  four  months  has  waged 
bitterly,  was  recentlv  called  off  and  the  miners 
returned  to  work.  The  settlement  is  in  the  na¬ 
ture  of  a  compromise,  both  the  operators  and 
miners  making  concessions.  A  contract  for  the 
next  two  years  has  been  signed. 

All  the  surface  buildings  of  the  Tremont  coal 
mine,  owned  by  the  Colorado  Fuel  &  Iron  Co., 
at  Bear  Gulch,  Colo.,  were  destroyed  by  fire  re¬ 
cently,  and  it  was  considered  a  miracle  that  the 
fifty  miners  who  were  in  the  mine  at  the  time  of 
the  fire  escaped  injury.  After  the  fire  they  were 
hoisted  from  the  mine,  one  at  a  time,  by  means 
of  a  rope  in  the  hands  of  twenty-five  men.  No 
one  knows  positively  the  origin  of  the  fire. 
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Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  J\lotes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

The  Big  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Charleston,  W.  Va.,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$100,000. 

The  C.  K.  Davis  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  New  York  with  a  capital  of  $600,000.  The 
incorporators  are  Francis  Dana,  W.  B.  F.  Rogers 
and  F.  A.  Gaynor. 

The  Pocahontas  Western  corporation  has  been 
incorporated  at  Norfolk,  W.  Va.,  with  an  author¬ 
ized  capital  of  $250,000  to  develop  coal  mines 
and  drill  for  oil  and  gas. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  contract  for  rebuilding  the  tipples  of  the 
Glendale  Coal  Co.  at  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  has 
been  awarded  to  Riggs  Bros. 

Isaac  Seamans,  Uniontown,  Pa.,  has  purchased 
1,000  acres  of  land  in  Amwell  township.  The 
price  of  the  land  was  $100  an  acre. 

It  is  stated  that  the  Henry  W.  Oliver  estate 
will  soon  start  the  erection  of  a  400-oven  coke 
plant,  to  develop  500  acres  of  coal  at  Oliver,  Pa. 

The  plant  of  the  Geneva  Coke  Co.  has  been 
sold  to  the  McKeefrey  Coal  Co.,  Masontown, 
Pa.,  for  $465,000.  The  new  owners  will  build 
sixty-eight  new  coke  ovens  at  once,  thus  in¬ 
creasing  the  plant  to  200  ovens. 

The  fan  house  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.’s 
mine  at  East  Eridgeville,  Pa.,  was  totally  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire  recently,  and  the  fan  and  ma¬ 
chinery  damaged  to  the  extent  of  $1,000,  neces¬ 
sitating  the  closing  of  the  mine  for  repairs. 

The  Knickerbocker  Smokeless  Coal  Co.,  which 
has  extensive  operations  near  Stoyestown,  Pa., 
is  inspecting  the  Oven  Run  coal  field  with  a 
view  to  beginning  drilling  operations  for  the 
purpose  of  testing  the  quality  and  depth  of  the 
coal. 

A  tract  of  land  on  Cobun’s  creek  near  Union- 
town,  Pa.,  has  been  sold  to  a  number  of  east¬ 


ern  capitalists  for  the  sum  of  $50,000  in  cash. 
It  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  best  tracts  of  coal 
land  in  the  state,  and  the  new  owners  will  begin 
at  once  to  develop  it. 

William  H.  Morris  recently  severed  his  Con¬ 
nection  with  the  Cambria  Coal  Co.,  Johnstown, 
Pa.,  his  interest  in  that  corporation  having  been 
purchased  by  a  number  of  well  known  operators. 
Mr.  Morris  will  leave  shortly  for  Canada,  where 
he  will  develop  coal  lands. 

The  new  Black  Diamond  Breaker  at  Wilxes- 
barre.  Pa.,  is  to  be  given  a  thorough  test  within 
a  few  days  according  to  the  officials  of  the  com¬ 
pany.  No  real  work  will  be  done  about  this 
structure  until  November  first,  when  the  breaker 
will  be  operated  with  a  full  force  of  men. 

The  holdings  of  the  Schuylkill  Coal  &  Iron  Co. 
in  the  vicinity  of  Pottsville,  Pa.,  now  aggregate 
nearly  3,000  acres.  The  Albright  estate,  the 
Chamberlain  estate  and  the  Thouron  and  Schall- 
Banan  tracts  were  recently  purchased  by  the  com¬ 
pany,  and  will  be  developed  in  the  near  future. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad 
to  construct  a  large  coal  yard  at  Firwood,  Pa. 
Considerable  land  already  has  been  purchased, 
and  the  remainder  that  will  be  required  is  to  be 
secured  by  the  condemnation  proceedings  com¬ 
menced  a  few  weeks  ago  by  the  Northern  Coal 
&  Iron  Co. 

The  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  recently  purchased 
the  coke  plant  and  thirty  acres  of  land  from 
the  Hero  Coke  Co.,  near  Pittsburg,  Pa.  The 
company  has  also  made  arrangements  for  the 
construction  of  187  new  coke  ovens  at  its  other 
plants,  which  are  to  be  completed  by  the  first 
of  the  new  year. 

Agents,  supposed  to  be  in  the  employ  of  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad,  are  taking  leases  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Allegheny  river  between  East 
Brady,  Armstrong  and  Kiskiminetas  counties, 
about  forty-one  miles  long.  Companies  operat- 
uig  between  these  points  have  been  asked  to  name 
prices  on  their  mines. 

j\  general  strike  of  the  3,000  miners  employed 
by  the  G.  B.  Markle  Co.,  Hazelton,  Pa.,  occurred 


recently.  As  soon  as  the  men  left  the  workings 
the  company  prepared  to  close  down  indefinitely 
and  made  preparations  to  put  this  policy  in 
force.  Leaders  among  the  miners  are  endeav¬ 
oring  to  settle  the  dispute. 

Chief  Roderick,  of  the  bureau  of  mines,  of 
Pennsylvania,  urges  that  a  commission  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  take  testimony  from  experts,  upon 
which  a  new  set  of  mining  laws  cou'd  be  framed. 
The  existing  laws,  he  claims,  are  merely  com¬ 
promises  with  a  nullifying  proviso  attached  to 
every  clause  of  importance. 

The  Kingston  Coal  Co.,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  has 
been  restrained  from  mining  coal  underlying 
the  cemetery  of  the  St.  Vincent  Roman  Catho  ic 
church,  at  Plymouth.  The  application  for  the 
injunction  was  made  by  Father  Donahoe,  pastor 
of  the  church.  The  graves  of  those  interred  in 
the  cemetery  have  been  threatened  for  some  time 
by  cave-ins. 

After  considering  the  matter  several  months, 
the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  has  decided  to  erect  a 
new  breaker  to  take  the  place  of  Nos.  8  and  10, 
at  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.  Ground  has  been  broken 
for  the  new  structure  and  it  will  be  one  of  the 
best  equipped  breakers  owned  by  the  company. 
The  capacity  will  be  in  the  neighborhood  of 
3,000  tons  a  day. 

Extensive  improvements  have  been  planned  by 
the  Erie  Coal  Co.  at  its  Erie  colliery,  Mayfield. 
Pa.  The  building  of  a  power  plant  is  one  of 
the  many  improvements  undertaken.  An  exten¬ 
sive  boiler  plant  equipped  with  900-horsepower 
Sterling  boilers,  and  the  erection  of  a  washer>- 
with  a  capacity  of  1,000  tons  a  day  are  also  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  plans  of  the  company. 

In  an  opinion  handed  down  by  Judge  Hender¬ 
son,  Scranton,  Pa.,  the  superior  court  has  upheld 
the  ten  per  cent  increase  in  wages  awarded  the 
miners  by  the  anthracite  strike  commission.  The 
case  was  brought  by  the  miners  of  the  Royal 
Oak  colliery  against  the  Llewellyn  Coal  Co., 
of  Shamokin,  to  recover  back  pay  due  them 
under  the  ten  per  cent  increase  awarded  by  the 
strike  commission. 
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Literary  Notes. 


To  The  JQnockers.  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 


Frederick  Trevor  Hill,  the  author  of  “The  Accomplice,” 
"The  Case  and  Exceptions,”  and  other  books,  has  just 
completed  work  on  a  series  of  articles  to  be  called  “Lin¬ 
coln  the  Lawyer,”  which  The  Century  will  print,  begin¬ 
ning^  in  December.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  Lin¬ 
coln’s  practice  as  a  lawyer  extended  over  twenty-four 
years,  his  achievement  as  a  statesman  so  transcended  his 
legal  accomplishment  that  his  chief  biographers  have  nec¬ 
essarily  given  but  brief  space  to  his  experience  as  a 
lawyer.  Mr.  Hill’s  articles  are  largely  based  upon  the 
exarninatiqn  of  court  records  and  other  personal  inves¬ 
tigations  in  the  old  Eighth  Illinois  circuit,  over  which 
l.incoln  traveled.  Mr.  Hill  has  had  the  assistance  of  Rob¬ 
ert  T.  Lincoln,  Robert  R.  Hitt,  Judge  Lawrence  Weldon, 
and  many  members  of  the  bar  and  officers  of  the  Illi¬ 
nois  Historical  Society. 

During  1906  The  Youth's  Companion  will  publish  in 
fifty-two  weekly  issues  seven  serial  stories,  each  a  book 
in  itself,  reflecting  American  life  in  home,  camp  and 
field;  fifty  special  articles  contributed  by  famous  men 
and  women — travellers,  essayists,  soldiers,  sailors,  states¬ 
men  and  men  of  affairs;  200  thoughtful  and  timely  edi¬ 
torial  articles  on  important  public  and  domestic  questions; 
250  complete  stories  by  the  best  of  living  story  writers — 
-stories  of  character,  stories  of  achievement,  stories  of 
humor;  1,000  notes  on  current  events  and  discoveries  in 
the  field  of  science  and  natural  history;  2,000  bright  and 
amusing  anecdotes,  items  of  strange  and  curious  knowl¬ 
edge,  poems  and  sketches.  This  is  what  The  Companion 
offers  its  readers  during  1906.  And  the  quality  of  it 
is  fully  equal  to  the  quantity.  The  paper  is  interesting 
without  being  sensational,  bright  without  being  flashy, 
elevating  and  strengthening  without  being  prosy — a  pa¬ 
per  for  every  member  of  the  family.  A  full  announce¬ 
ment  of  the  new  volume  will  be  sent  with  sample  copies 
of  the  paper  to  any  address  on  request.  The  new  sub¬ 
scriber  for  1906  who  sends  $1.75  for  the  new  volume 
at  once  will  receive  free  all  the  remaining  issues  for 
1905,  including  the  double  holiday  numbers;  also  The 
Companion's  “Minutemen”  Calendar  for  1906,  litho¬ 
graphed  in  twelve  colors  and  gold.  The  Youth's  Com¬ 
panion,  144  Berkeley  street,  Boston,  Mass. 

“Americans  will  find  a  cure  for  the  evils  that  now 
beset  and  hamper  them,”  is  the  keynote  to  the  remark¬ 
able  new  series  of  articles,  “Soldiers  of  the  Common 
Good,”  by  Charles  Edward  Russell-^articles  descriptive 
of  the  wisest  experiments  that  are  being  tried,  the  world 
over,  with  the  ideal  democracy  in  view.  Read  Mr.  Rus¬ 
sell’s  stirring  “Foreword,”  in  the  November  Everybody's, 
with  its  prophecy  that  the  issue  of  all  great  sociological 
experiments  will  be  “the  rise  of  the  common  people,” 
and  you  will  conclude  that  his  sincere,  sympathetic,  un¬ 
hackneyed  story  of  the  strugg’es  of  present-day_  humanity 
promises  to  be  something  vital  to  every  American.  The 
new  series  seems  particularly  to  the  point  in  connection 
with  such  a  blunt,  out-and-out  story  of  corruption  as 
Mr.  Lawson  tells  in  this  month’s  installment  of  “Fren- 
(Continued  on  page  42) 


There  is  a  class  of  bigoted,  knowledge-o’er  bur¬ 
dened  fools  whom  of  posey  profess  to  compre¬ 
hend  all  methods  and  all  rules.  Though  ne’er 
producing  any  meritorious  writings  of  their  own, 
with  privilege  of  self-assumed  malignantly  are 
prone,  at  works  of  others  to  mangle,  hack  and 
claw,  in  search  of  unprecedented  style,  un¬ 
strung  spot  or  flaw,  at  which  to  scoff  and  cast 
their  insolent  derision,  decrying  that  the  thing 
must  perish  at  their  adverse  decision. 

And  when  (in  their  shallow  views)  the  coveted 
defective  points  th'ey  find,  e.xert  themselves  to 
herald  them  to  all  mankind,  thus  seeking,  by 
blasting  others’  efforts,  to  bring  their  loathsome 
name  to  notice  and  have  it  dragged  into  the 
realms  of  fame.  Whene’er  a  bard  first  dares 
to  print  his  song,  these  (all  knowing  ones),  in¬ 
capable  of  wrong,  denounce  his.  verse,  declare  his 
name  is  at  an  end;  and  with  justice  characteristic 
seek  hastily  to  rend  all  hope  of  laurel  from  his 
brow. 

No  genius,  no  honest  merit  do  they  allow;, 
whate’er  the  theme,  whate’er  the  verse  may  be, 
the  parts  that  they  decry  are  all  these  (would- 
be)  wise  ones  see. 

Unbridled  at  the  poor,  misguided  bard  they 
rail,  yet  with  all  their  spiritless  learning  and  pur¬ 
loined  style  they  fail.  Then  pouring  out  their 
venomous,  unmerited  abuse,  themselves  a  worth¬ 
ful  composition  fail  to  produce,  but  while  legions 
of  these  varmint  sink,  to  be  remembered  never, 
the  incorrigible  poet  will  survive  and  charm 
forever. 

A  Real  Poet. 

V 

In  anticipation  of  a  strike  next  April,  all  the 
large  manufacturing  plants  in  the  vicinity  of  De¬ 
troit,  Mich.,  are  stocking  coal.  Thousands  of 
tons  of  coal  are  arriving  daily,  and  it  is  expected 
that  before  snow  flies  the  big  plants  will  have 
enough  on  hand  to  last  them  a  year. 


New  Southern  Enterprises. 

Peter  Adamson  Jr.,  Wilburton,  I.  T.,  is  arrang¬ 
ing  for  the  development  of  a  six-foot  vein  of 
coal  in  that  field. 

The  Goss  mine  at  Hilliard,  Teiin.,  has  been 
leased  to  E.  Singleton,  of  Jasper,  Tenn.  Mr. 
Singleton  will  put  the  mine  in  operation  as  soon 
as  some  minor  repairs  can  be  made. 

About  $‘200,000  will  be  expended  in  developing 
the  coal  properties  of  the  Green  River  Coal  Co.. 
a  new  corporation  at  Spottsville,  Md.  The  in¬ 
corporators  are  Wm.  Clendaniel  and  R.  L.  Rrid- 
(lle,  both  of  Donora,  Pa. 

A  tract  of  225,000  acres  of  valuable  coal  in 
the  southwestern  part  of  Virginia  is  to  be  devel- 
oned  by  the  Clinchfield  Coal  Co.,  backed  by 
Thomas  F.  Ryan,  Blair  &  Co.,  and  other  large 
financial  interests.  The  company  has  already 
built  seventy  miles  of  railroad,  from  the  Virginia 
line  south  to  the  Seaboard  Air  line  at  Hickory, 
North  Carolina. 

General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

.\n  amendment  to  the  articles  of  incorporation 
was  filed  by  the  Arkansas  Anthracite  Coal  Co.. 
Little  Rock.  .\rk..  increasing  its  capital  stock  to 
$700,000. 

The  wages  of  the  miners  employed  in  the 
Middlesboro  district  near  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  have 
been  reduced  ten  per  cent  from  the  wages  of  a 
year  ago. 

An  amendment  has  been  made  to  the  charter  of 
the  Domestic  Coal  Co.,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  au¬ 
thorizing  the  increase  of  its  capital  from  $30,000 
to  $75,000. 

.\  suit  for  the  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage  on 
the  property  of  the  Cumberland  Valley  Coal  & 
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Coke  Co.  has  been  filed  in  the  United  States 
district  court  at  Covington,  Ky. 

The  coal  contracts  of  the  Southern  railway, 
which  expired  October  first,  have  been  renewed 
with  a  reduction  in  the  price  for  coal  paid  by  the 
Southern,  said  to  amount  to  about  ten  cents 
on  a  ton. 

The  Northern  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  New  York, 
N.  Y.,  has  purchased  the  Mason  farm  on  Camp 
Branch  Creek,  near  Mt.  Sterling,  Ky.  The  prop¬ 
erty  contains  several  thousand  acres  and  the  con¬ 
sideration  was  $40  per  acre. 

Because  the  operators  have  refused  to  recog¬ 
nize  the  union  at  Wheatcroft,  Ky.,  the  fifty  min¬ 
ers  employed  at  the  Baker  mines  are  out  on  a 
strike.  An  effort  is  being  made  to  organize  all 
of  the  miners  in  that  locality,  and  the  operators 
are  figting  the  proposition. 

Tt  is  reported  that  northern  Mexico  contains 
the  best  coal  beds  in  the  republic,  and  though 
the  industry  is  in  its  infancy  at  the  present  time, 
the  next  few  years  will  witness  a  most  wonderful 
development,  when  coal  and  coke,  as  good  in  qual¬ 
ity  as  can  be  found  anywhere,  will  be  developed. 

The  only  anthracite  coal  mine  at  Madrid,  N.  M., 
has  been  shut  down,  throwing  150  miners  out  of 
work.  The  mine  has  been  dismantled  and  all 
the  timbers  torn  down.  It  is  expected  that  the 
men  will  find  employment  in  the  near  future  in 
the  Cook  &  White  bituminous  mine  adjoining. 

A  contract  was  signed  recently  in  the  city  of 
Mexico  by  representatives  of  the  Mexican  Inter¬ 
national  railway  and  the  Mexican  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.  by  which  the  former  will  take  charge  of  the 
latter’s  coal  mines,  on  condition  that  the  railway 
is  to  get  00.000  tons  of  coal  a  month  at  cost, 
plus  a  slight  premium. 

A  violent  race  war  is  on  at  the  mines  of  the 
Degnan  &  McConnell  Coal  Co.,  Howe,  I.  T.,  as 
a  result  of  negro  miners  being  imported  to  work 
in  the  mines.  The  houses  of  the  negro  miners 
were  ransacked,  and  all  firearms  taken  by  the 


whites.  They  were  then  allowed  twenty-four 
hours  in  which  to  leave  the  town. 

George  W.  Bramblett,  Nicholas  county,  Ky., 
has  sold  12,000  acres  of  land  in  Harlan  county 
to  eastern  capitalists.  The  land  contains  thou¬ 
sands  of  acres  of  fine  timber  and  numerous  veins 
of  cannel  and  bituminous  coal.  The  consid¬ 
eration  was  $152,000  and  the  new  owners  will 
at  once  begin  developing  the  land. 

Permission  has  been  given  to  the  Southern 
railroad  by  the  railroad  commission,  to  charge  a 
lower  rate  for  coal  into  New  Albany  and  Evans¬ 
ville,  Ind.,  than  for  the  stations  between  the  coal 
fields  and  these  terminal  points.  This  concession  is 
made  so  that  the  Indiana  mines  may  compete 
with  the  Kentucky  mines,  where  the  cost  of 
production  is  lower,  owing  to  the  lower  scale  of 
wages  paid. 

Fifty  locomotives  and  2,500  cars  have  been 
ordered  by  the  Norfolk  &  Western  railway  to 
be  used  in  hauling  coal  from  the  mines  to  tide¬ 
water.  A  large  force  of  men  has  for  some  time 
been  employed  laying  extra  tracks  in  the  yards 
of  the  company  at  Lambert’s  Point.  In  addition, 
the  company  will  have  an  independent  electric 
light  plant  to  light  the  big  yards  and  terminals 
at  the  point. 

The  Alabama  Consolidated  Coal  &  Iron  Co. 
is  having  a  hundred  new  coke  ovens  erected, 
fifty  at  Lewisburg  and  fifty  at  Searles,  Ala.  The 
Lewisburg  ovens  are  nearly  completed  and  will  be 
ready  for  the  torch  within  a  few  days.  There 
is  such  a  heavy  demand  for  coke  and  the  future 
prospects  are  so  bright  that  every  effort  is  being 
made  to  have  the  work  completed  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment. 

V 

The  Weir  Coal  Co.,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  has  pur¬ 
chased  5,000  acres  of  coal  land  near  Mayden, 
Colo.  The  land  was  secured  by  Mr.  Mansfield, 
western  agent  for  the  company.  In  addition  to 
the  5.000  acres  purchased  for  the  company,  Mr. 
Mansfield  has  purchased  530  acres  for  his  own 
use.  It  is  expected  this  coal  will  be  developed. 


Literary  ^lotes. 
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zied  Finance.”  Some  unlcnown  facts  about  William  A. 
Clark,  of  Montana;  the  story  of  H.  H.  Roger’s  “deliv¬ 
ery”  of  the  United  States  senate;  and  the  true  story 
of  the  collapse  of  the  Globe  Bank  of  Boston,  are  among 
the  fragments  of  American  financial  history  that  Mr. 
Lawson  now  relates  for  the  first  time.  The  variety  of  its 
subject  matter  makes  this  number  of  Everybody's  one  of 
international  interest.  Vance  Thompson,  in  an  illustrated 
leading  article,  tells  the  amazing  history  of  “The  Roths¬ 
childs  of  France”:  Ernest  Poole  gives  a  miserable  young 
Russian  student’s  heartbreaking  story  in  “The  Night 
that  Made  me  a  Revolutionist’  ,  Edmund  Ruswll  brings 
the  Orient  powerful'y  before  the  reader  in  his  illustrated 
description  of  “The  Sacred  Animals  of  India”:  and  in 
her  continuation  of  the  history  of  “Ella  Rawls  Reader, 
Financier,”  Juliet  Wilbor  Tompkins  tells  of  the  adven¬ 
tures  in  Peru  of  this  real-life  heroine.  In  distinctly 
humorous  vein  is  Eugene  Wood’s  deliriously  informal 
essay  “Chickens.”  Conspicuous  in  the  November  fiction 
is  George  Bronson-Howard’s  strong  Phi’inpine  story,  with 
the  piquing  title,  “The  First  Love  of  the  Saxon’  ;  Mar¬ 
ion  flamilton  Carter  goes  to  medieval  Italy  for  the  theme 
of  her  vivid  story,  “The  Deciding  Silence”:  “Hell-for- 
Leather”  is  one  of  the  best  of  G.  B.  Lancaster’s  popular 
stories  of  New  Zealand  tales;  and  Frederick  Orin  Bart¬ 
lett’s  “As  in  the  Beginning”  is  an  excellent  love  story. 
An  admirable  study  of  rural  character,  with  real  humor, 
is  Elizabeth  Flint  Wade’s  “The  Fourth  Elizabeth”:  and 
Margaret  L.  Knapp’s  “A  Piece  of  Paper”  is  a  more  than 
usually  original  story._  A  complete  discussion  of  the 
autumn  plays  is  given  in  “The  Players.” 

Barney  O’dfield,  the  famous  professional  automobile 
racer,  has  crashed  into  the  race  track  fence  no  less  than 
seven  times,  and  owes  his  escape  from  death  to  marvelous 
good  luck.  Only  recently  Earl  Kiser,  famous  in  the  bi¬ 
cycle  days,  lost  a  leg  as  the  result  of  an  accident  while 
driving  the  old  Winton  Bullet  in  a  track  competition, 
and  other  similar  accidents  has  made  the  season  of  U>05 
memorab’e  in  the  annals  of  automobile  track  raring.  The 
last  severe  accident  seems  to  have  brought  matters  to  a 
head,  for  the  shocking  injuries  sustained  by  Webb  lay 
at  a  recent  race  meet  near  Buffalo  made  it  clear  that 
track  raring  must  cease  until  such  a  time  as  track  owners 
will  permit  the  tracks  to  be  properly  oiled,  thus  prevent¬ 
ing  the  raising  of  huge  dust  clouds  which  make  it  im¬ 
possible  for  drivers  to  see  where  they  are  going. — Willard 
Nixon  in  Recreation  for  October. 

V 

Matthew  Murray,  who  for  several  years  has 
been  connected  with  the  La  Salle  County  Carbon 
Coal  Co.,  Ottawa,  Ill.,  died  recently  as  the  re¬ 
sult  of  injuries  received  while  performing  his 
duties  as  superintendent  of  the  Rockwell  mine. 
Mr.  Murray  was  caught  between  two  freight  cars 
and  crushed  so  badly  that  he  died  two  hours 
later.  i 
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General  Review 

Few  of  those  even  directly  connected  witli  the  coal  trade  appre¬ 
ciate  the  extent  of  the  car  shortage  during  October  and  its  general 
effect  on  the  demand  for  fuel.  Operating  interests  are  thoroughly 
posted  concerning  conditions  in  their  own  field,  because  the  inability 
to  operate  mines  has  been  a  source  of  loss  to  them,  and  in  very  many 
instances  they  are  behind  on  contract  deliveries,  while  the  matter  of 
taking  on  orders  for  “free”  coal  is  altogether  out  of  question,  even 
though  present  prices  are  attractive  and  furnish  much  temptation  to 
them.  Conditions  which  exist  in  one  field  are  quite  generally  dupli¬ 
cated  in  all  the  others,  with  only  slight  variations. 

An  indication  of  the  general  situation  may  be  found  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  shipments  of  anthracite  from  Buffalo  by  way  of  the 
great  lakes.  As  compared  with  a  year  ago  the  tonnage  which  moved 
by  way  of  the  great  inland  waterway  shows  a  shrinkage  of  fully  fifty 
per  cent.  The  figures  reveal  that  shipments  during  October  this  year 
were  slightly  in  excess  of  200,000  tons,  while  for  the  same  month 
last  year  they  were  considerably  over  400,000  tons.  October  is  one 
of  the  months  in  the  year  when  anthracite  shippers  endeavor  to  get 
forward  a  large  tonnage  of  coal  to  western  dock  distributing  points, 
in  anticipation  of  the  demand  during  winter.  If  the  facilities  are 
available  this  tonnage  is  moved  in  preference  to  supplying  the  trade 
nearer  home,  owing  to  the  fact  that  water  transportation  is  cheap. 
This  year  the  facilities  were  not  available  and  this  alone  accounts  for 
the  considerable  shrinkage  that  occurred.  Anthracite  producing  com¬ 
panies  were  not  able  to  secure  sufficient  cars  to  move  the  coal  from 
the  collieries  to  the  lake  loading  ports,  and  if  they  had  been  able  to 
accomplish  this,  they  could  not  have  obtained  a  sufficient  number  of 
vessels  to  move  the  tonnage  by  water  after  it  arrived  there.  The 
heavy  demand  for  lake  charters  to  move  the  northwest  grain  crop, 
diverted  lake  boats  from  the  coal  carrying  trade,  to  the  extent  that 
freight  rates  advanced  in  some  quarters.  Vessels  that  had  grain 
charters  preferred  returning  to  Duluth,  Superior  and  Milwaukee  light, 
because  the  profits  from  carrying  grain  were  so  much  heavier  as  to 
make  this  plan  profitable.  This  shrinkage  in  the  movement  of  coal 
to  storage  points  out  of  the  anthracite  region  has  been  duplicated  to  a 
greater  or  lesser  extent  in  every  bituminous  field  in  the  country. 

In  the  smokeless  region,  the  recent  boom  in  coke  resulted  in  such 
high  prices  for  slack  at  the  mines  for  coke-making  purposes  that  many 
of  the  operations  are  making  prepared  coal,  becanse  it  is  more  profit¬ 
able  to  do  so.  In  a  way,  this  has  been  of  benefit.  If  the  production  of 
run-of-mine  coal  had  been  as  heavy  as  normal,  the  railroads  would 
not  have  had  facilities  for  transporting  it  to  destination  and  produc¬ 
tion  would  have  been  no  greater  than  that  which  occurred.  The  rail¬ 
roads  frbm  that  region  have  been  taxed  to  the  limits  of  their  facili¬ 
ties  to  handle  the  coal  which  has  been  produced,  and  even  then  the 
tonnage  available  has  failed  to  supply  all  of  the  needs  of  buyers. 

Out  of  Pittsburg  and  the  Fairmont  region,  large  producing  com¬ 
panies,  with  numerous  contract  obligations  to  supply,  have  been  unablo 
to  meet  all  the  demands  for  this  tonnage,  and  consequently  are  behind 
on  their  deliveries  on  such  contracts.  This  means  that  their  produc¬ 
tion  has  beep  seriously  restricted  by  the  railroad  situation.  How 
much  the  restriction  has  been  as  compared  with  a  normal  tonnage  is 
largely  a  matter  of  estimate  at  this  time,  but  it  is  safe  to  say  that  it 
has  equaled  fully  fifty  per  cent  of  the  tonnage  which  it  was  expected 
to  produce  under  normal  conditions. 

What  the  Car  Shortage  Has  Done. 

Here  is  another  straw  which  shows  to  what  extent  the  production 
of  the  country  has  been  interfered  with  during  the  past  thirty  days. 
One  of  the  average  operating  companies  in  the  Hocking  field  on 
Monday  of  this  week  planned  to  close  down  indefinitely,  beginning 
with  November  first.  This  action  was  based  on  the  shortage  of  cars. 
During  October  this  mine  worked  about  one  day  each  week,  or  five 
days  for  the  entire  month,  and  the  operating  company  has  come  to 
the  conclusion,  due  to  the  fact  that  its  miners  are  going  to  other 
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fields,  that  it  would  be  much  better  to  suspend  operations  than  to 
attempt  to  work  under  such  a  handicap.  Farther  west  the  conditions 
are  not  much  better.  In  the  Carterville  district  of  Illinois,  one  mine 
worked  eight  full  days  during  the  month  and  six  days  when  it  liad 
cars  for  only  a  few  hours.  This  record  probably  has  been  duplicated 
many  times  over  in  the  Sullivan  fields  of  Indiana. 

The  effect  of  this  immense  stoppage  of  production  in  mines  which 
ordinarily  v^ork  at  least  two-thirds  to  ninety  per  cent  of  the  time 
lias  been  to  create  speculative  markets  similar  to  those  experienced 
when  there  is  a  great  strike.  And  in  results  the  conditions  are  almost 
identical.  If  the  mines  do  not  work,  they  can  not  produce  coal.  They 
can  not  work  if  there  are  no  cars  to  load  or  if  the  miners  are  on 
strike. 

Speculative  Tendency  in  East  on  Anthracite. 

In  the  eastern  anthracite  trade  the  speculative  tendency  is  devel¬ 
oping  to  quite  an  extent  on  “private”  coal.  For  the  most  part  higher 
prices  than  the  circular  basis  have  been  obtained  in  the  line  trade  on 
foreign  roads.  In  order  to  get  the  most  benefit  from  the  equipment 
available,  the  railroads  out  of  the  region  have  embargoed  foreign 
roads,  and  as  a  consequence  the  dealers  on  these  lines  are  hard  pressed 
for  tonnage.  They  are  accordingly  willing  to  offer  concessions  in 
order  to  secure  spot  supplies  to  tide  them  over  until  car  supply  is 
more  adequate  to  the  needs  of  the  coal  buying  public. 

There  is  also  a  speculative  tendency  in  the  east  on  some  of  the 
steam  sizes  of  anthracite.  Evidently  the  agitation  as  to  prospective 
labor  troubles  is  bearing  fruit  and  buyers  are  taking  in  stores  in 
anticipation  of  any  emergency  that  may  occur.  This  is  seen  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  market  for  pea  coal.  This  size  at  this  season  of 
the  year  usually  is  in  dull  demand  and  frequently  is  very  draggy. 
This  season  tlie  market  conditions  are  the  reverse.  Shipping  com¬ 
panies  have  increased  their  washery  eapacity  and  in  other  w'ays  have 
endeavored  to  cope  with  it,  but  in  spite  of  the  larger  tonnage  available 
they  have  found  it  necessary  to  withdraw  this  size  from  storage  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  trade.  Demand  from  shoal-water  ports 
along  the  Atlantic  coast  is  in  excess  of  the  tonnage  that  can  be  moved 
to  that  territory  before  ice  makes,  even  though  tlie  early  winter  should 
be  characterized  by  mild  weather. 

In  the  western  anthracite  trade  demand  is  much  more  active  than 
it  was  and  in  the  all-rail  movement  all  classes  of  equipment  are  being 
pressed  into  service  to  get  the  coal  forwaTd.  WeMern  tnarkets  show 
a  decided  shortage  of  chestnut,  while  small  egg  is  scarce  with  soni'- 
of  the  shipping  companies. 

The  bituminous  market  in  the  east  is  as  active  this  week  as  it  was 
last,  which  means  that  all  the  tonnage  Avhich  can  be  forwarded  to 
buyers  at  any  point  is  being  absorbed  upon  arrival.  In  some  of  the 
eastern  territory  the  tonnage  available  is  short  of  the  requirements 
and  “free”  coal  in  the  higlier  grades  is  most  difficult  to  obtain  outside 
of  contract  obligations.  It  is  felt  that  some  of  the  poorer  grades  are 
showing  a  little  easier  tone,  but  this  is  having  no  effect  on  the  general 
market  so 'far  as  can  be  observed.  In  the  all-rail  trade  supplies  are 
much  short  of  the  requirements. 

Western  bituminous  markets  have  developed  a  speculative  ten¬ 
dency  during  the  week  wdiich  previously  has  not  been  duplicated  since 
the  winter  of.  1902-1903.  The  colder  weather  has  created  an  active 
consuming  demand  for  domestic  sizes  and  buyers  are  demanding 
prompt  shipments  to  meet  the  demand  from  consumers.  As  a  result 
of  these  conditions  prices  on  practically  all  eastern  coals  sold  in 
western  all-rail  markets  are  from  ten  to  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  higher 
than  the  circular  basis,  forced  there  by  competition  among  buyers. 
Western  coals  are  in  very  short  supply  and  are  hold  firm  on  the  basis 
of  the  new  eirculars  which  went  into  effect  tlie  middle  of  the  week- 
advancing  the  price  twenty-five  cents  a  ton.  Some  of  the  shipping 
companies  are  refusing  to  take  orders  at  these  new  prices,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  tliey  liave  accumulated  business  and  have  no  coal  to  sell. 
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Office  of  T he  Black  Diamond, 
Chicago,  111.,  Nov.  3. 

A  contimied  shortage  of  cars  at  all  the  bitu¬ 
minous  mines  for  nearly  two  months,  during 
which  production  has  been  reduced  anywhere 
from  twenty-five  to  seventy-five  per  cent  in  the 
various  fields,  is  having  its  influence  on  western 
coal  markets.  For  the  first  time  in  several  years 
the  Chicago  market  developed  speculative  ten¬ 
dencies  this  week  and  coal  sold  at  prices  that 
have  frequently  advanced  ten  or  fifteen  cents  a 
day.  A  shipping  company  who  bought  coal  in 
the  morning  frequently  sold  it  in  the  afternoon 
at  a  substantial  advance  over  the  price  paid, 
while  wholesale  companies  who  bought  coal  on 
contracts  made  in  mid-summer  have  been  making 
a  profit  of  anywhere  from  twenty-five  to  fifty 
cents  a  ton.  'fhe  speculative  tendency  of  the 
market  at  this  writing  is  pronounced,  and  un¬ 
less  there  is  a  much  larger  supply  of  cars  at  the 
mines  within  the  near  future  will  exceed  all 
bounds.  Every  item  on  the  list,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  screenings,  has  sustained  a  strong  ad¬ 
vance,  while  most  of  the  eastern  coals  are  sell¬ 
ing  at  a  premium  over  the  circular  prices  which 
were  announced  on  Wednesday. 

The  seriousness  of  the  car  situation  has  led 
some  of  the  railroads  to  take  steps  with  a  view 
to  preventing  it  from  getting  any  worse,  if  pos¬ 
sible.  The  Chicago  Car  Service  Association  has 
sent  out  notice  that  the  “free”  time  on  loaded 
cars  at  Chicago,  after  the  fifteenth  instant,  will 
be  reduced  to  five  days  instead  of  seven,  which 
has  been  the  rule  heretofore.  The  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  has  issued  an  order  prohibiting  loaded  coal 
cars  from  going  west  of  Chicago,  and  the  Chi¬ 
cago  &  Alton  is  considering  a  proposition  to 
count  the  number  of  loaded  cars  on  track  at 
Chicago  consigned  to  an  operating  company  the 
same  as  empties,  reducing  the  number  of  cars 
supplied  at  the  mines,  while  the  loads  remain. 

These  constitute  a  few  of  the  measures  adopted 
to  furnish  relief  from  the  heavy  demands  made 
upon  the  coal  companies.  Shippers  are  making 
no  objections,  so  far  as  can  be  learned,  to  the 
adoption  of  such  measures  as  are  necessary,  be¬ 
ing  as  anxious  to  get  the  coal  forward  as  the 
railroads  are  to  furnish  relief. 

No  Abatement  in  Car  Shortage. 

There  seems  to  be  no  abatement  in  the  prevail¬ 
ing  car  shortage  anywhere  and  no  hope  as  to 
the  immediate  future  is  being  held  out  by  the 
railroad  companies.  Cars  in  the  Indiana  field 
are  in  very  poor  supply,  and  it  is  generally  con¬ 
ceded  that  the  mines  will  operate  less  time  than 
they  did  last  week,  although  there  will  not  be 
much  difference  in  this  respect.  The  worst  short¬ 
age  in  Illinois  is  being  experienced  along  the 
Chicago  &  Alton  and  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illi¬ 
nois  railroads.  Car  supply  on  the  former  has 
not  been  over  forty  per  cent  this  week,  while  on 
the  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  it  has  been  vari¬ 
able  and  probably  has  not  averaged  more  than 
thirty-five  to  fifty  per  cent.  Some  idea  of  the 
situation  in  the  Carterville  district  during  Octo¬ 
ber  can  be  obtained  when  the  figures  at  one  mine 
are  taken.  At  this  operation  the  company  worked 
fourteen  days  during  the  month  and  only  about 
eight  days  on  full  time.  Probably  the  production 
was  about  thirty-five  per  cent  of  a  normal  ca¬ 
pacity.  This  is  not  an  exceptional  mine,  but 
these  same  conditions  prevail  at  many  other 
operations. 

In  Ohio  the  car  supply  in  the  Hocking  region  is 
as  bad  as  it  has  ever  been,  and  one  operating 
company  threatened  to  close  down  .on  the  first  of 
November,  owing  to  the  fact  that  it  was  only 
working  about  one  day  a  week,  and  this  was  so 
unprofitable  that  it  could  not  hold  its  miners. 
The  situation  in  the  all-rail  movement  has  de¬ 
veloped  such  a  paucity  of  cars  that  domestic  coal 
is.  held  at  a  premium  over  the  circular  basis  and 
shipping  companies  are  besieged  to  take  care  of 
orders  at  prices  much  higher  than  they  ask. 

Western  Pennsylvania  reports  a  most  serious 
car  shortage  and  producing  companies  are  unable 
to  move  enough  tonnage  to  meet  their  contract 
requirements.  The  consequence  has  been  that 
“free”  coal  has  taken  a  sudden  spurt  in  price, 
and  contract  buyers  who  did  not  cover  their  re¬ 


quirements  earlier  in  the  season  are  paying  fifty 
per  cent  more  for  tonnage  as  a  result  of  their 
neglect.  The  conditions  that  prevail  in  the 
Youghiogheny  fields  are  duplicated  in  the  Fair¬ 
mont  district  of  West  Virginia,  with  the  same 
results  as  to  price  and  supply  of  “free”  coal  in  the 
leading  all-rail  markets. 

Smokeless  Continues  Very  Firm. 

The  smokeless  market,  which  began  to  develop 
advancing  tendencies  early  in  August,  continues 
to  occupy  much  attention.  Practically  there  is 
no  run-of-mine  coal  coming  forward  through  the 
regular  shipping  companies  which  is  not  already 
under  contract,  while  jobbers  who  ship  this 
product  can  demand  and  obtain  a  premium  over 
the  circular  price.  Screened  lump  and  egg  rules 
steady  at  the  previous  range,  but  this  coal  is  ab¬ 
sorbed  as  quickly  as  it  reaches  destination,  and 
some  of  the  shipping  companies  are  unable  to 
meet  the  demands  made  upon  them. 

Probably  the  western  demand  for  coal  was  ac¬ 
centuated  this  week  by  the  heavy  snow  storm 
which  prevailed  in  the  northwest.  Several  inches 
of  snow  fell  as  far  south  as  Nebraska,  and  there 
is  every  indication  that  it  will  remain  on  the 
ground  throughout  the  winter,  judging  by  the 
lower  temperature  which  has  prevailed  since  this 
storm.  Chicago  and  territory  east  of  the  great 
lakes  are  also  experiencing  colder  weather,  with 
the  result  that  consumption  of  fuel  is  increasing. 
This  is  creating  a  more  active  demand  from  re¬ 
tail  consumers  and  is  giving  support  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  upward  tendency  of  the  market. 

In  the  anthracite  trade  of  the  west  the  condi¬ 
tions  remain  much  the  same  as  a  week  ago,  ex¬ 
cept  that  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  vol¬ 
ume  of  new  orders  coming  in  to  shipping  com¬ 
panies,  ayid  they  are  now  well  rushed  with  busi¬ 
ness.  All-rail  coal  continues  to  be  in  short  supply, 
and  where  dock  supplies  are  available  some  orders 
that  ordinarily  would  be  filled  from  all-rail 
sources  are  being  supplied  from  these  reserve 
stocks. 

Chestnut  Short  of  Demand. 

The  shipping  companies,  almost  without  ex¬ 
ception,  are  overrun  with  orders  for  the  nut  size, 
which  is  much  short  of  current  requirements. 
In  order  that  as  wide  a  distribution  as  possible 
may  be  secured  for  this  size  of  coal,  most  of  the  ' 
companies  are  now  requiring  that  orders  shall 
include  sizes  on  which  they  are  long,  or  they  will 
refuse  to  accept  them.  The  supply  of  small  egg 
in  some  hands  is  short  of  requirements,  but  stove 
coal  is  in  fair  supply  and  can  be  obtained  from 
most  any  of  the  shipping  companies.  The  cold 
weather  has  increased  the  retail  business  at  al¬ 
most  every  point,  and  some  of  the  orders  coming 
in  for  coal  ask  for  shipments  very  promptly,  as 
dealers  are  running  low  on  stocks.  Probably  the 
colder  weather  the  latter  part  of  the  week  will 
increase  the  urgency  of  the  demand,  particularly 
in  the  all-rail  trade  west  of  Chicago,  where 
stocks  in  retail  hands  comparatively  are  light. 

In  the  movement  of  all-rail  coal  from  the  pro¬ 
ducing  region  the  shortage  of  cars  continues  un¬ 
abated  and  orders  placed  the  middle  of  last  month 
have  not  yet  been  filled  in  some  instances.  Gon¬ 
dolas  are  still  being  pressed  into  service  for  west¬ 
ern  movement  and  are  being  accepted  by  some 
all-rail  consignees  who  must  obtain  a  supply  of 
coal. 

Shipments  from  Buffalo  for  western  dock  points 
continue  light,  owing  to  the  absence  of  offerings 
of  suitable  vessels,  and  also  due  to  the  shortage 
of  cars  for  the  movement  from  the  collieries  to 
lake  ports.  The  shipments  last  week  showed  a 
considerable  falling  '  off,  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  the  report  this  weqk  will  be  on  about  the 
same  basis. 

Demand  for  coal  in  the  northwest  at  dock  points 
is  active,  but  the  shipments  are  restricted,  more 
or  less,  by  the  absence  of  cars.  At  Duluth  and 
Superior  there  are  plenty  of  Great  Northern  and 
Northern  Pacific  cars,  but  southwest  of  the 
Twin  Cities  equipment  is  scarce  and  orders  are 
running  in  excess  of  movement.  At  Milwaukee 
the  shipping  companies  have  accumulated  a  large 
number  of  orders  which  can  not  be  shipped  owing 
to  the  short  supply  of  equipment. 


In  the  western  bituminous  trade,  eastern  bitu¬ 
minous  coals  sold  in  competitive  markets  are 
scarce  and  generally  command  a  premium  over 
the  circular  basis.  Smokeless  run-of-mine  is  in 
very  short  supply  in  all  the  western  all-rail  mar¬ 
kets.  Most  of  the  shipping  companies  are  apply¬ 
ing  tonnage  that  comes  forward  to  them  on  cur¬ 
rent  obligations  at  the  circular,  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines,  or  $3.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Free  coal  in 
jobbers’  hands  has  sold  as  high  as  $1.35  f  o.  b. 
the  mines,  or  ^3.40  f.  o  .b.  Chicago.  Even  Tug 
River  offered  in  the  open  market  has  brought 
prices  as  high  as  standard  New  River  and  Po¬ 
cahontas.  1  he  demand  for  screened  lump  and 
egg  continues  to  absorb  all  the  shipments  that 
come  forward  from  the  mines.  Prices  hold 
steady  on  the  basis  of  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or 
$4.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Ocean  and  some  other 
grades  of  smokeless  lump  and  egg  are  held  ten 
cents  higher  at  Chicago. 

Standard  grades  of  splint  are  in  very  active  re¬ 
quest  in  the  all-rail  trade  and  the  tonnage  is 
being  absorbed  as  soon  as  it  arrives  at  destina¬ 
tion.  On  the  first,  prices  were  advanced  on  the 
Kanawha  grade  of  coal  to  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mines, 
or  $3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  for  lump.  Winifrede 
coal  has  been  advanced  to  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
or  $3.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  loaded  in  open  or  box 
cars.  Movement  is  held  up,  owing  to  the  short¬ 
age  of  cars  in  the  producing  regions. 

Fairmont  coal  on  the  spot  is  in  very  short 
supply  in  the  Chicago  market  and  rules  strong 
where  any  is  offered.  Three-quarter  coal  is  now 
held  at  $1.25@1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or  $3.15@ 
3.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  with  the  tonnage  coming 
forward  comparatively  light.  Domestic  grades 
of  Fairmont  are  quoted  at  $1.60@1.70  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines,  or  $3.50@3.60  f.  o.  b.  the  mines. 

Youghiogheny  Takes  an  Advance. 

Shippers  of  Youghiogheny  coal  from  western 
Pennsylvania  have  been  obliged  to  turn  down 
a  large  tonnage  of  business  during  the  week, 
owing  to  their  inability  to  take  care  of  it  in  the 
present  condition  of  the  market.  Where  large 
obligations  had  been  assumed  these  are  taking 
all  the  coal  it  is  possible  for  them  to  produce. 
As  a  consequence  of  these  conditions,  spot  prices 
on  three-quarter  coal  have  taken  a  remarkable 
advance  and  quotations  are  on  the  basis  of  $1.35@ 

1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or  $3.25@3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago.  Contract  business  continues  on  the  basis 
of  the  obligations  assumed  earlier  in  the  year. 
Very  little  spot  coal  is  offered  in  the  Chicago 
market  this  week ;  an  order  for  five  cars  probably 
would  have  cleaned  up  all  that  was  available. 

Hocking  shippers  are  besieged  with  orders  and 
are  turning  back  business  right  and  left  No 
change  was  made  in  the  circular  quotation  of 
$1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  domestic  lump  on  the 
first  instant,  .but  buyers  are  so  desirous  of  se¬ 
curing  this  coal  that  they  are  voluntarily  of¬ 
fering  premiums  to  shipping  companies  in  order 
that  they  may  secure  spot  supplies.  The  Chi¬ 
cago  market  shows  sales  during  the  week  at  a 
range  of  $1.60@1.85  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.25@ 

3.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Most  of  the  trading  for 
standard  coal  has  been  on  the  basis  of  $3.35  f. 
o.  b.  this  city,  although  sales  have  been  made  at 
higher  figures. 

Western  coals  are  as  firm  as  any  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  a  general  advance  occurring  on  the  first  of 
the  month  of  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  on  lump  and 
egg,  while  the  scramble  for  run-of-mine  is  a 
grand  go-as-you-please,  the  highest  bidder  tak¬ 
ing  the  coal.  Sullivan  county  lump  and  egg  is 
in  very  short  supply  owing  to  the  railroad  situ¬ 
ation  in  that  territory  and  all  of  the  producing 
companies  are  snowed  under  with  orders  which 
they  can  not  fill,  because  they  can  not  operate 
their  mines.  Nominally  the  quotations  are  $1.75 
f.  o.  b.  the  mines  for  these  grades  or  $2.55  f.  o. 
b.  Chicago,  but  some  companies  are  refusing  to 
take  business  at  these  figures  because  their  orders 
will  take  all  the  coal  they  can  produce. 

Western  Coals  Rule  Very  Firm. 

Run-of-mine  from  that  field  is  a  scarce  article 
and  very  little  has  been  offered  during  the  week. 
Prevailing  quotations  have  been  on  the  basis  of 
$1.20@1.30  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.00@2.10  f.  o.  b. 
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Chicago  and  most  of  the  movement  has  been  at 
this  range  of  prices.  Screenings  from  this  field 
are  not  the  drag  they  were,  although  they  re¬ 
main  low  in  price  owing  to  the  heavy  supply 
from  other  sources.  Linton  or  No.  4  coal  in 
movement  to  the  retail  trade  holds  to  about  the 
same  figures  as  Sullivan  county.  Southern  In¬ 
diana  lump  coal  is  held  at  $2.60@2.70  f.  o._  b. 
Chicago  and  is  coming  in  rather  freely,  owing 
to  the  heavy  demand  for  spot  product.  Some 
Kentucky  coal  is  being  offered,  but  prices  rule 
much  higher,  ranging  at  $3.75@3.95  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago  for  domestic  lump. 

In  the  Illinois  list  of  coal  Carterville  is  held 
on  the  basis  of  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  do¬ 
mestic  lump,  or  $2.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  It  is  re¬ 
ported  that  some  of  the  companies  refuse  to  ac¬ 
cept  further  orders,  even  at  these  prices,  owing 
to  an  accumulation  of  business.  Egg  is  held  on 
the  basis  of  $1.65  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or  $2.65  f.  o. 
b.  Chicago.  Three-inch  screenings  are  not  of¬ 
fered  freely,  most  of  this  coal  being  utilized  at 
present  in  the  washeries.  No.  1  washed  nut  is 


Market 

Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Nov.  2. 

Every  angle  of  the  coal  trade  in  this  district, 
always  of  course  excepting  the  old  enemy,  the  car 
question,  points  to  steady  and  consistent  im¬ 
provement.  The  advent  of  November  sees  con¬ 
ditions  fully  fifty  per  cent  better  than  those  ex¬ 
isting  the  early  part  of  October.  Last  month’s 
prices  are  being  maintained  with  little  or  no 
trouble  and  the  trade  position  of  coal  is  becom¬ 
ing  well  intrenched.  Its  strength  is  amply  in 
evidence  as  shown  by  the  steady  advance  in 
prices  last  month.  After  due  allowance  is  made 
for  the  harm  wrought  by  the  car  shortage,  the 
local  situation  may  be  described  without  reser¬ 
vation  as  being  most  satisfactory  in  every  re¬ 
spect.  The  conditions  as  reported  last  week 
from  this  field  remain  practically  the  same.  Ad¬ 
ditional  emphasis,  however,  may  be  placed  on 
the  demand  for  lake  coal  and  the  tonnage  going 
out  of  this  district  to  lake  terminals.  The  lake 
shipping  season  is  fast  drawing  to  a  close,  but 
there  is  no  abatement  of  the  heavy  coal  move¬ 
ment  in  that  direction.  December  fifth  is  the 
official  date  for  closing  lake  navigation,  but  it 
is  possible  that  some  vessels  may  clear  after 
that  date,  according  to  an  official  in  the  trans¬ 
portation  department  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co. 

There  has  been  a  noticeable  improvement  in 
the  eastern  movement  during  the  last  few  days 
on  such  routes  where  differential  freight  rates 
do  not  interpose  a  ban,  eastern  demand  taking 
fully  forty  per  cent  of  available  tonnage.  Slack 
particularly  has  been  in  brisk  demand  from  east¬ 
ern  points.  This  product,  moving  to  that  trade, 
has  reached  the  high  figure  of  $1.00  per  ton,  gross 
i.  o.  b.  the  mines.  The  slack  from  all  of  the 
Pittsburg  mines  is  well  bought  up.  Panhandle 
product  is  about  the  most  difficult  to  secure. 
Prices  range  at  50@60  cents  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines.  Pittsburg  coal  prices  for  the  week  run 
about  as  follows  on  normal  shipments,  and  those 
not  conditioned  by  hurry-up  orders Run-of- 
mine,  $1.10@1.20  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  mine;  three- 
quarter  inch,  $1.20@1.30  per  ton;  one  and  one- 
quarter  inch,  $1.30@1.40  per  ton.  The  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Co.  has  made  an  advance  for  coal  at  lake 
docks,  to  apply  to  independent  buyers  not  under 
contract  until  the  close  of  the  lake  season.  Run- 
of-mine  prices  at  the  lakes  are  now  approxi¬ 
mately  forty  cents  higher  per  ton  than  last  sum¬ 
mer. 

River  Coal  Is  Again  Quiet. 

River  coal  had  its  inning  last  week,  and  before 
the  passing  of  the  barge  stage  in  the  three  rivers 
a  heavy  tonnage  was  released  from  _  Pittsburg 
harbor  and  sent  south.  River  coal  is  holding 
an  advantage  over  all-rail  business  in  many  re¬ 
spects  at  this  time,  not  the  least  being  that  it  is 
not  hampered  by  the  car  situation.  Were  it  not 
for  the  fact  that  a  large  percentage  of  the  river 
mine  output  is  under  long  time  contract  with 
iron,  steel  and  allied  manufacturing  interests 
along  the  banks  of  the  Ohio  river,  these  oper¬ 
ators  could  profit  by  the  temporary  embarrass¬ 
ment  of  the  all-rail  interests.  Another  early 


held  at  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.25  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago,  and  is  firm  at  these  figures.  Other  de¬ 
scriptions  of  washed  coal  rule  steady. 

Springfield  Coals  Are  Higher. 

Springfield  grades  of  coal  are  held  firmly  at 
$1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  domestic  lump  and  egg, 
or  on  the  basis  of  $2.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Inch 
and  a  quarter  coal  from  this  field  is  quoted  at 
$1.30@1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.05@2.10  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Run-of-mine  coal  is  strong  on  the 
basis  of  $1.15@1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.90@ 
2.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Inch  and  a  quarter  screen¬ 
ings  are  quoted  at  35@40c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 
$1.10@1.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  but' are  showing  ad¬ 
vancing  tendencies.  Wilmington  and  third-vein 
coals  are  held  on  the  basis  of  $2.10  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines  for  chunks  and  $2.00  for  lump. 

Some  Wabash  and  block  screenings  have  been 
offered  in  the  Chicago  market  during  the  week 
slightly  under  the  figures  quoted  on  Springfield 
fine  coals. 


river  shipment  is  within  the  range  of  possibil¬ 
ities.  Col.  T.  C.  Poe,  of  the  Pittsburg  &  Cin¬ 
cinnati  Packet  line,  which  handles  a  heavy  ton¬ 
nage  of  local  river  coal,  predicts  another  rise 
this  month.  As  he  has  not  failed  in  his  pre¬ 
dictions  for  a  year,  his  forecasts  bear  consider¬ 
able  weight.  Upper  pool  mines  are  operating 
to  full  capacity,  at  least  fifty  per  cent  of  the 
barges  now  being  again  available  for  loading. 
Only  two  mines  in  the  Pittsburg  river  district 
are  not  in  operation  at  present. 

Car  Supply  Below  Half  of  Normal. 

Mines  on  all  of  the  Pittsburg  railroads,  with 
the  possible  exception  of  the  Wabash,  which  does- 
not  touch  the  important  operations  in  the  dis¬ 
trict,  report  a  further  slump  in  the  car  supply. 
Panhandle  mines  which  were  given  temporary 
relief  last  week  by  being  furnished  with  a  fifty 
per  cent  supply,  again  find  themselves  in  embar¬ 
rassing  straits  and  report  but  two  days’  quota 
this  week.  Western  cars  are  returning  to  the 
field  with  less  loss  of  time  than  those  sent  to 
eastern  points.  Rail  shippers  until  this  time  have 
relied  on  a  fair  car  supply  during  the  early  days 
of  each  week  owing  to  the  return  of  cars  over 
Sunday,  with  nothing  outgoing  from  the  iron  and 
steel  mills,  but  even  this  small  source  of  encour¬ 
agement  is  disappearing. 

Some  local  shippers  have  other  features  of  the 
car  question  to  contend  with  now.  They  report 
that  railroads  are  following  the  usual  course  in 
times  of  threatened  coal  shortage  and  are  con¬ 
fiscating  coal  in  transit  to  their  own  use,  even 
to  the  extent  of  storing  some  of  it. 

A  coal  and  coke  official  of  a  leading  railroad 
said  to  The  Black  Diamond  that  present  indi¬ 
cations  point  to  an  improvement  in  the  car  sup¬ 
ply  within  the  current  month,  and  that  there  is 
no  ground  for  fears  of  a  real  car  famine.  It  is 
sincerely  hoped  that  this  will  prove  to  be  the 
case,  as  rarely  has  the  local  demand  had  such 
a  healthy  tone.  The  meager  facilities  for  quick 
transportation  have  been  the  only  severe  handi¬ 
cap  holding  back  what  otherwise  would  be  ideal 
coal  trade  conditions. 

Coke  Situation  Continues  Strong. 

A  feeling  of  the  greatest  optimism  prevails 
among  coke  operators  as  to  what  the  new  year 
holds  in  store  for  this  industry.  Not  for  two  years 
has  the  coke  market  shown  such  a  solid  front. 
The  activity  comes,  of  course,  as  a  natural  con¬ 
sequence  of  the  heavy  industrial  and  manufactur¬ 
ing  operations  in  which  coke  is  essential.  Large 
extensions  to  coke  plants  and  new  coke  enter¬ 
prises  are  reported  daily  and  the  output  in  tons 
is  increasing  each  week.  During  the  week  just 
closed  prices  for  both  furnace  and  lower  grade 
forty-eight  hour  coke  advanced  fifty  cents  per 
ton  and  the  quotations  are  now  easily  over¬ 
topping  the  $3.00  mark.  The  better  grades  of 
coke,  particularly  seventy-two  hour  burned  pro¬ 
duct  for  best  foundry  use,  are  in  very  heavy  de¬ 
mand  and  prices  promise  to  advance  to  a  specu¬ 
lative  figure  before  the  new  year.  The  output 
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Franklin  county  lump  is  quoted  at  $1.65@1.85 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.55@2.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
The  demand  is  absorbing  practically  all  the  free 
coal  that  is  coming  forward. 

Coke  Takes  Upward  Boom. 

The  coke  market  took  a  sudden  spurt  this  week 
and  prices  have  advanced  phenomenally  on  high- 
grade  foundry  descriptions.  Connellsville  seventy- 
two  hour  foundry  coke  was  in  short  supply  tbe 
middle  of  the  week  and  was  quoted  on  the  spot 
at  $4.00@4.25  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens,  or  $6.65@6.90 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Furnace  coke  also  showed  an 
advance  and  was  held  at  $3.25@3.50  f.  o.  b.  the 
ovens  for  standard  grades.  Some  inferior  grades 
of  West  Virginia  coke  were  quoted  as  high  as 
$2.75  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens.  The  situation  is  very 
stringent  in  the  west  as  to  coke  supplies,  and  the 
outlook  is  for  a  firm  market  till  tlie  first  of  the 
year.  It  was  reported  from  Indiana  that  one 
plant  was  obliged  to  close  down  owing  to  a  lack 
of  supplies. 


Pittsburg  Field. 

and  shipments  for  the  Connellsville  region  this 
week  show  steady  gains  both  in  tonnage  and  car 
supply,  east  and  west  of  the  Pittsburg  district. 

Hazel  Kirk  Officials  Killed. 

The  new  Pittsburg  &  Westmoreland  Coal  Co. 
of  this  city  met  with  an  irreparable  loss  Sunday 
of  this  week,  in  an  explosion  at  shaft  No.  2  of 
the  Hazel  Kirk  mines,  near  Monongahcla,  Pa. 
The  accident  resulted  in  the  loss  of  five  lives,  all 
of  the  men  killed  being  mine  officials.  Super¬ 
intendent  John  Hornickel,  one  of  the  victims, 
was  regarded  as  a  valuable  mine  expert.  He  had 
been  in  the  employ  of  the  Hazel  Kirk  Coal  Co.  for 
many  years.  He  was  formerly  manager  of  the 
mechanical  department  of  the  Youghiogheny  Gas 
Coal  Co.  and  later  general  manager  of  the  mines 
of  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  He  leaves  a  number  of  brothers,  all 
of  whom  are  in  the  coal  business,  Luther  Hornick¬ 
el  being  general  manager  of  all  the  properties  of 
M.  A.  Hanna  &  Co.,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

The  disaster  was  the  indirect  result  of  a  fire 
and  explosion  in  the  same  shaft  a  month  ago.  At 
that  time  a  part  of  shaft  No.  2  became  ignited  fol¬ 
lowing  an  explosion  of  fire  damp.  The  section 
was  then  cut  off  by  brattices  to  shut  out  the  air. 
The  premature  opening  of  these  brattices  Sunday 
resulted  in  the  fatalities.  A  number  of  officials 
from  the  Pittsburg  offices  of  the  company  have 
been  at  Monongahela  superintending  the  work  of 
repair  and  inspection.  It  will  be  some  time  before 
the  damaged  part  of  the  mine  will  again  be  in 
operation. 

Many  Coal  Deals  Closed. 

The  last  fortnight  there  have  been  many  im¬ 
portant  coal  land  deals  in  the  western  Pennsylva¬ 
nia  fields.  The  Black  Diamond  representative 
was  told  by  a  leading  coal  land  broker  of  Union- 
town  that  the  sum  total  of  the  money  involved  in 
tli'e  transfer  of  coal  lands  in  Westmoreland,  Wash¬ 
ington  and  Greene  counties  this  fall  exceeds  that 
of  any  previous  year  in  the  history  of  that  field. 
Coal  acreage  in  these  counties  is  being  eagerly 
taken  up  and  prices  on  both  fee  simple  and  min¬ 
ing  privilege  basis  are  advancing  steadily.  The 
proposed  new  short  line  having  its  terminals  in  the 
important  producing  district  of  Uniontown  and 
the  equally  important  distributing  point  at  Wheel¬ 
ing,  W.  Va.,  has  had  the  effect  of  considerably 
enhancing  the  value  of  these  lands. 

One  of  the  rnost  important  sales  this  week  was 
that  of  1,300  acres  in  the  heart  of  the  Connells¬ 
ville  region  by  Joseph  V.  Thompson  to  Rainey 
Bros.  The  purchasers  have  announced  their  in¬ 
tention  of  greatly  extending  their  coal  and  coke 
operations  in  the  Connellsville  and  Uniontown 
fields.  This  coal  lies  in  Menallen  township,  near 
the  partly  developed  holdings  of  the  Brier  Hill 
and  Orient  coal  and  coke  plants.  The  Raineys’ 
will  develop  the  tract. 

Another  transfer  of  large  proportions  was  in 
Washington  county  The  purchaser  in  this  in¬ 
stance  was  Isaac  Seamans,  one  of  the  foremost 
coal  and  coke  operators  in  Uniontown.  The 
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block  comprises  1,000  acres,  the  purchase  price 
l)eing  $100  per  acre. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

Among  the  trade  visitors  in  this  city  this  rvcek 
was  Thomas  S,  Hanna,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

W.  H.  Crump  of  the  transportation  dcpartmeni 
of  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  returned  Saturday  from  a  business  trip 
to  Cincinnati. 

A.  R.  Budd,  president  of  the  A.  R.  Budd  Coal 
Co.,  returned  Monday  from  a  run  to  lower  river 
points.  On  the  last  Ohio  river  rise  he  shipped 
approximately  .300,000  bushels  of  coal  south. 

President  W.  L.  Brown  and  vice-president  C. 
T.  Boynton,  of  Pickands,  Brown  &  Co.,  Chicago, 
111.,  returned  to  their  home  city  this  week  after 
a  sojourn  of  a  week  with  friends  and  business 
associates  here. 

The  plant  of  the  TIockensmith  Wheel  &  Mine 
Car  Co.  at  Penn  Station,  Pa.,  has  been  almost 
entirely  equipped  with  new  machinery  during  the 
past  two  years,  and  it  is  now  operating  to  full 
capacity,  both  in  the  foundry  and  mine  car  de¬ 
partments.  About  500  car  wheels  are  being 
turned  out  daily.  The  company  recently  took  up 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Nov.  3. 

There  is  no  great  change  in  this  market  this 
week.  The  one  feature  continues  to  be  the_  unpre¬ 
cedented  shortage  of  cars.  As  predicted  in  The 
Black  Diamond  at  the  time  the  scarcity  of  cars 
first  became  a  serious  matter,  the  car  supply  has 
been  gradually  growing  worse  and  worse  instead 
of  better  and  better.  This  week  has  been  the 
worst  ever  seen  in  every  district  that  is  tribu¬ 
tary  to  this  market.  As  noted  all  along  in  this 
report,  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad,_the  great¬ 
est  coal  carrying  road  that  enters  Cincinnati,  has 
given  the  most  inadequate  service  while  the  Nor¬ 
folk  &  Western,  the  Louisville  &  Nashville  and 
other  roads,  have  been  giving  reasonably  good 
service.  This  week  has  been  the  worst  on  all 
the  roads.  What  the  car  supply  will  be  when 
the  weather  becomes  bad  and  the  regular  winter 
demand  for  coal  commences  can  only  be  conjec¬ 
tured.  Tt  is  safe  to  predict,  however,  that  condi¬ 
tions  will  be  worse  before  they  are  better.  So 
far  as  prices  are  concerned  nobody  has  any  par¬ 
ticular  complaint  to  make.  If  coal  could  be  for¬ 
warded  promptly  everybody  would  be  happy,  both 
the  buyer  and  the  seller,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  another  advance  went  into  effect  on  the  first 
of  November. 

The  current  quotations  on  coal  in  this  district 
are  as  follows  this  week:  Standard  Kanawha 
lump  over  an  inch  and  a  half  screen,  $1.60  a  ton, 
f.  o.  b.  mines;  three  quarter  inch  lump,  $1.40;  nut, 
pea  and  slack,  65c,  run  of  mine  gas  $1.00,  three 
quarter  gas  lump  $1.15,  and  gas  slack  70  cents. 
Thacker  prices  are;  Nut  and  slack,  _  70  cents; 
run  of  mine,  $1.00;  one  and  a  quarter  inch  lump, 
$1.60;  three  inch  lump,  $1.75,  and  egg,  $1.50.  Po¬ 
cahontas  and  New  River  lump  is  quoted  at  $2.00@ 
2.25  a  ton  and  run  of  mine  $1.25(a5l.40  a  ton. 
War  EaMe  smokeless  is  held  at  $2.25  a  ton  for 
lump  and  egg;  $1.50  for  nut._  and  $1.25  for  run 
of  mine.  As  noted  last  week  in  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond,  the  receipts  of  large  quantities  of  river 
coal  had  no  apnreciable  effect  upon  the  general 
market.  Quotations  on  river  coal  afloat  in  barges 
are  as  follows;  Pittsburg  lump  7(^7j4  cents  a 
bushel ;  Kanawha  lump  7  cents,  Pittsburg  nut  and 
slack  5(^59?  cents  a  bushel,  and  •  Kanawha  nut 
and  slack  4(^5  cents  a  bushel.  The  local  elevator 
men  who  unload  coal  from  barges  and  load  it 
upon  cars  for  shipment  west  and  north  raised 
their  price  for  re-screened  lump  at  the  elevators 
to  $2.50  a  ton.  effective  November  first.  The  price 
had  been  $2.35  a  ton. 

Coke  Prices  Much  Higher. 

No  changes  have  been  made  in  retail  prices 
current  here,  but  from  a  reliable  source  it  was 
learned  today  that  an  advance  is  likely  to  occur 
almost  any  day  now  in  the  price  of  the  standard 
grades  of  splint.  The  retail  price  is  now  $3.25 


its  office  in  a  fine  new  structure  adjoining  the 
factory. 

Ralph  Richards,  secretary  of  the  Richards  Coal 
Mining  Co.,  returned  Tuesday  from  a  visit  in  St. 
Louis,  Mo.  The  company  is  arranging  to  remove 
its  offices  into  spacious  and  finely  appointed  quar¬ 
ters  in  the  new  annex  to  the  Frick  building. 

Officials  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  take  a  lead¬ 
ing  part  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  Pittsburg 
Railways  club.  Additional  honor  came  this  week 
to  F'.  H.  Stark,  superintendent  of  the  rolling  stock 
of  the  company,  in  his  election  to  the  presidency. 
The  club  numbers  among  its  members  many  of 
the  leading  manufacturers  of  Pittsburg. 

S.  P.  Woodside,  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  is 
one  of  the  committee  of  traffic  representatives  of 
the  Pittsburg  industrial  corporations  of  the  Du- 
ciucsne  club.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  club  a 
testimonial  of  appreciation  was  extended  to  W. 
D.  Holliday,  who  has  retired  from  the  office  of 
assistant  general  freight  agent  of  the  Wabash 
railroad. 

The  Atlantic  Crushed  Coke  Co.,  of  Greensburg, 
Pa.,  recently  moved  into  well  appointed  offices  in 
the  Huff  building,  opposite  the  new  million- 
dollar  court  house  in  Greensburg.  Secretary 


a  ton,  and  this  will  be  advanced  to  $3.50.  Poca¬ 
hontas  and  New  River  lump  sell  for  $4.00  deliv¬ 
ered  to  consumers,  and  anthracite  -$7.50. 

A  further  advance  must  be  recorded  in  the  coke 
market.  Last  week  $3.00  a  ton  was  considered  the 
top  price  for  foundry  coke  at  the  ovens.  This 
week  any  number  of  sales  have  been  made  at 
$3.25,  a  few  at  $3.50  and  one  straggling  sale  of  a 
particular  grade  to  a  foundryman  who  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  buy,  was  made  at  $4.00  a  ton.  These  last 
prices  are  not  the  market,  however.  They  repre¬ 
sent  sales  of  grades  not  otherwise  procurable  on 
the  open  market,  and  the  sellers,  seeing  a  chance 
to  squeeze  the  buyers  who  had  no  recourse,  com¬ 
pelled  a  round  advance  for  spot  coke.  The  mar¬ 
ket  really  is  very  strong  at  $3.25  a  ton  for  foun¬ 
dry  and  $2.50@2.75  for  furnace.  Coke  cars  are 
comparatively  as  scarce  as  coal  cars,  and  coke 
men  are  having  their  troubles  in  forwarding  ship¬ 
ments  with  any  degree  of  promptness. 

Decry  Circular  Quotations. 

One  of  the  important  subjects  discussed  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Ohio  and  West  Virginia  coal  men 
at  Columbus  last  week,  an  exclusive  notice  of 
which  appeared  in  The  Black  Diamond,  was  the 
practice  of  many  coal  companies  throughout  the 
country  in  sending  out,  more  or  less  broadcast, 
circulars  quoting  prices  on  their  products,  and  a 
resolution  was  passed  with  only  one  dissenting 
vote  declaring  it  be  the  sense  of  the  meeting 
that  the  practice  be  discontinued  at  once.  It  was 
argued  that  as  a  chain  is  no  stronger  than  its 
weakest  link,  a  coal  market  is  no  stronger  than 
its  lowest  quotation.  A  coal  dealer,  receiving  a 
low  quotation  on  a  coal  in  which  he  has  no  in¬ 
terest,  and  which  he  never  handles,  almost  always 
uses  it  with  success,  forcing  down  the  prices  of 
the  shipper  or  producer  from  whom  he  buys. 
The  circular  quotatign  is  therefore  very  harmful 
to  the  wholesale  trade,  and  it  is  likely  that  it  will 
be  discontinued  while  large  printing  and  postage 
bills  are  saved,  amounting  to  a  considerable  ad¬ 
vantage. 

NEWS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

F.  C.  Todd,  president  of  the  Damascus  Coal 
Co.,  is  in  the  east  on  business. 

J.  P.  Johnson,  one  of  the  well  known  coal  deal¬ 
ers  of  Hamilton,  Ohio,  was  here  this  week  in¬ 
creasing  his  orders  for  coal. 

J.  J.  Sullivan,  vice  president  of  the  Damascus 
Coal  Co.,  returned  Tuesday  from  a  business  trip 
east  including  Philadelphia  and  New  York. 

Captain  Edwin  Marmet,  vice  president  and  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  the  Marmet  Coal  Co.,  is  in  New 
York  with  his  wife  on  a  two  weeks’  pleasure  trip. 

Robert  Hosea,  the  new  partner  in  the  Brown- 
Hosea  Coal  Co.,  spent  most  of  the  week  in  the 
Jellico  coal  fields  familiarizing  himself  with  con¬ 


Burkett  of  the  company  stated  to  The  Black 
Diamond  representative  this  week  that  coke  prices 
will  continue  to  soar,  from  all  indications,  until 
a  record  stage  has  been  reached. 

William  I.  Jones,  treasurer  of  the  Pittsburg- 
Buffalo  Co.,  has  returned  from  a  week’s  tour  of 
western  Pennsylvania.  He  was  one  of  a  party 
of  a  trade  extension  excursionists  conducted  under 
the  auspices  of  Merchants  and  Manufacturers 
Association  of  Pittsburg.  At  Connellsville  the 
party  was  met  and  entertained  by  a  committee 
including'  the  leading  coke  producers  of  that 
region. 

J.  Frank  Tilley,  of  the  Monongahela  River 
Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  one  of  the  best 
informed  men  on  river  coal  affairs  in  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  district,  was  elected  treasurer  of  the  National 
Board  of  Steam  Navigators  at  the  annual  conven¬ 
tion  of  that  body  at  St.  Louis,  this  week.  The  as¬ 
sociation  is  interested  in  river  and  harbor  navi¬ 
gation  in  the  United  States.  Mr.  Tilley  was  as¬ 
sociated  for  a  long  time  with  the  late  Capt. 
John  F.  Dravo  in  river  work  and  is  in  touch 
with  existing  river  conditions.  He  and  W.  H. 
Crump  both  of  the  Monongahela  River  Consoli¬ 
dated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  were  delegates  to  the  con¬ 
vention. 


Cincinnati. 


ditions  at  the  mines,  and  perfecting  arrangements 
for  getting  more  coal  from  that  district.  Mr. 
Hosea  is  proving  himself  a  capable  coal  man. 

William  Qauss,  president  of  the  Cincinnati  Gas 
Coke,  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  returned  Monday  of 
this  week  from  a  business  trip  to  St.  Louis  and 
Chicago. 

J.  C.  Wheeler,  the  popular  sales  manager  for 
the  New  River  Coal  Sales  Co.,  returned  a  day 
or  two  ago  from  a  business  trip  to  St  Paul  and 
Chicago. 

F.  M.  Whittaker,  freight  traffic  manager  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad,  is  reported  much 
improved.  He  is  suffering  from  an  attack  of 
typhoid. 

William  Brown,  the  coal  man  who  underwent 
an  operation  for  peritonitis  about  a  week  ago,  is 
reported  much  improved  and  his  physicians  now 
predict  his  speedy  recovery. 

H.  P.  Jones,  president  and  manager  of  the  Big 
Hill  Coal  Co.,  and  general  manager  and  treasurer 
of  the  Wallsend  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  is  spending 
most  of  the  week  at  his  Kentucky  mines. 

P.  E.  Keiley,  representing  the  Highland  Rim 
Mining  Co.,  Four  Mile,  Ky.,  was  a  Cincinnati 
business  visitor  during  the  week  and  was  enter¬ 
tained  by  William  E.  Brown,  of  the  Brown-Hosea 
Coal  Co. 

Five  acres  of  land  on  Spring  Grove  avenue, 
north  of  the  old  Abbey,  have  been  purchased  by 
J.  G.  West  &  Co.  as  a  site  for  a  coal  elevator  and 
coal  yard.  The  property  is  on  the  line  of  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  South-western  railroad. 

The  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  branch  of  the  Monon¬ 
gahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  is 
offering  for  sale  its  Brighton  coal  office,  scales, 
stable,  etc.,  located  on  the  Cincinnati  Southern 
railroad  and  Bank  and  McLean  avenues,  this  city. 

W.  L.  Comer,  a  well  known  coal  dealer  of 
Reading,  Ohio,  one  of  the  populous  suburbs  of 
Cincinnati,  is  a  candidate  for  the  position  of 
county  commissioner  in  the  election  next  week. 
His  many  friends  in  the  coal  business  are  hust¬ 
ling  for  him. 

F.  L.  Garrison,  president  of  the  Kanawha  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  after  attending  the  meeting  of  the 
coal  operators  at  Columbus  last  Friday  went  to 
his  mines  on  Cabin  creek,  in  the  Kanawha  dis¬ 
trict  for  a  few  days,  and  returned  to  Cincinnati 
Wednesday  morning. 

The  Cincinnati  Gas  Coke,  Coal  &  Mining  Co. 
is  experiencing  considerable  trouble  with  a  coal 
pile  fire  at  its  Smith  street  yard.  Through  the 
carelessness  of  employes  of  the  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  railroad  a  piece  of  burning  waste  from  a  hot 
box  on  a  freight  car  was  thrown  down  through 
the  steel  trestle  and  it  is  thought  that  this  set  fire 
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to  the  coal.  The  company  will  be  obliged  to 
move  the  entire  pile  in  order  to  extinguish  the 
fire,  which  has  gained  considerable  headway. 

O.  P.  Curran,  Jr.,  president  of  the  Curran  Coal 
Co.,  entertained  a  number  of  personal  friends  and 
business  associates  at  a  house  warming  and  Hal¬ 
loween  party  Tuesday  evening  at  his  new  resi¬ 
dence  in  Norwood.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curran  proved 
themselves  delightful  entertainers. 

C.  D.  Martin,  manager  for  G.  M.  Halm  &  Co., 
is  spending  the  week  in  the  east.  Newark,  N. 
J.,  is  his  principal  objective  point,  and  it  is  said 
that  the  business  that  takes  him  there  will  re¬ 
quire  the  services  of  a  clergyman  to  close  up. 
His  many  friends  will  heartily  congratulate  him 
upon  the  closing  up  of  this  affair. 

The  board  of  public  service  of  Cincinnati  is  ad¬ 
vertising  for  bids  for  hauling  “the  outdoor  poor 
coal”  during  the  coming  winter.  Proposals  will 
be  received  until  noon  November  fifteenth  and 
then  publicly  opened.  The  contract  is  an  unde¬ 
sirable  one,  as  most  of  the  coal  has  to  be  hauled 
in  the  severest  weather,  and  in  ton  and  half  ton 
lots. 

The  report  of  the  Cincinnati  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  for  the  month  of  October,  1905,  shows  that 
the  receipts  of  railroad  coal  were  7,382  cars,  com¬ 
pared  with  7,152  cars  last  year,  and  the  shipments 
were  4,688  cars,  compared  with  4,508  cars  last 
year.  The  receipts  of  anthracite  for  October 
were  thirty-two  cars,  against  seventy-five  cars  for 
October,  1904. 

The  continued  heavy  rains  during  the  latter 
part  of  last  week  made  the  Ohio  river  rise  to 
such  an  extent  that  it  was  possible  to  take  several 
tows  of  coal  south  from  Louisville.  At  the  time 
the  report  to  The  Black  Diamond  was  closed 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Nov.  2. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — With  snow  this  week  in  Missouri 
and  Kansas,  the  fall  and  winter  coal  trade  in 
the  southwest  got  an  early  start.  The  domestic 
demand  for  coal  is  good  from  the  Missouri  river 
to  the  Rocky  mountains,  and  the  prospects  for  a 
record  breaking  business  this  winter  are  consid¬ 
ered  to  be  excellent.  It  is  many  years  since 
snow  came  in  this  territory  so  early,  and  the 
signs  now  are  said  to  presage  a  long  and  severe 
winter.  If  it  comes,  then  the  operators  and  deal¬ 
ers  will  reap  some  of  the  profits  they  missed  last 
winter.  Retail  and  wholesale  prices  were  raised 
in  Kansas  last  week  to  meet  advances  made  in 
September  on  Missouri,  Arkansas  and  Indian  ter¬ 
ritory  coal.  The  raise  in  Kansas  coal  was  de¬ 
layed  because  of  the  competition  of  natural  gas 
and  fuel  oil.  Another  advance  in  the  price  of 
the  bituminous  and  semi-anthracite  coal  from 
the  entire  southwestern  field  is  expected  soon  and 
may  come  this  week. 

The  advance  made  in  Kansas  coal  by  the  oper¬ 
ators  last  week  was  twenty-five  cents  a  ton,  and 
the  next  advance  probably  will  be  the  same 
amount.  Osage  City  shaft  coal  is  now  $2.75  a 
ton  wholesale;  Burlingame  at  the  shaft  is  $2.65. 

There  is  plenty  of  coal  in  Kansas  City  and 
other  markets  nearby  to  meet  all  the  demands  at 
present,  but  the  supply  would  not  withstand  any 
protracted  call,  as  coal  is  moving  from  the  mines 
slowly  and  uncertainly.  Operators  that  furnish 
all  their  lump  coal  to  the  railroads  can  get  plenty 
of  cars,  but  other  mines  in  the  southwest  are  fre¬ 
quently  idle  for  a  part  of  the  time  because  of  a 
shortage  of  cars. 

Car  Shortage  Affects  Other  Lines. 

The  railroad  traffic,  which  already  has  been 
very  heavy,  seems  to  be  increasing  and  live  stock 
dealers  as  well  as  grain  men  and  coal  operators 
are  complaining  that  they  can  not  get  cars. 
Nearly  every  big  coal  operator  has  railroad  con¬ 
tracts.  Every  mining  district  is  a  center  of 
supply  for  the  railroads  because  it  costs  the  lat¬ 
ter  money  to  move  coal  for  their  own  use.  But 
the  railroads  seldom  suffer  in  a  time  of  coal 
shortage.  They  confiscate  it  in  transit,  as  they 
have  a  right  to  do  if  they  pay  a  fair  price.  There 
is  no  shortage  of  coal  now  for  dofnestic  or  steam 
purposes,  but  what  the  winter  will  bring  forth 
if  the  car  shortage  continues,  is  difficult  to  fore- 


there  was  no  likelihood  of  a  rise  of  sufficient 
magnitude  to  allow  coal  tows  to  be  taken  farthet 
south  than  Louisville. 

A  meeting  of  all  the  coal  operators  in  the  state 
of  Kentucky  will  be  held  at  Louisville  on  Novem¬ 
ber  thirteenth  to  take  action  on  the  Esch-Town- 
send  bill.  The  meeting  is  called  by  Hywell  Davies, 
one  of  the  brainiest  men  in  the  southern  coal 
fields,  and  the  meeting  will  probably  declare 
against  the  measure.  It  is  claimed  by  the  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  Tennessee  operators  that  the  passage 
of  the  bill  will  work  a  hardship  upon  them. 

.  The  case  of  the  McKell  estate  against  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad  was  argued  this  week 
in  the  United  States  court  here, •and  a  motion  was 
made  to  make  more  definite  and  certain  and  to 
separately  state  the  various  causes  of  action. 
The  action  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  is  to  re¬ 
cover  about  $3,000,000  claimed  to  be  due  on  a 
breach  of  contract.  It  is  charged  that  the  road 
was  to  mine  and  ship  each  year  a  certain  quan¬ 
tity  of  coal  from  hundreds  of  acres  of  coal  lands 
in  West  Virginia  and  it  is  alleged  that  this  was 
not  done.  A  forrnidable  line  of  legal  talent  was 
present  for  each  side. 

An  interesting  session  of  the  Kentucky  State 
Railroad  Commission  was  held  at  Frankfort  Tues¬ 
day  which  resulted  in  the  adjustment  of  a  seri¬ 
ous  difference  between  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
railroad  and  the  Ashland  Coal,  Iron  &  Railroad 
company  over  rates  on  coal.  The  matter  was  set¬ 
tled  by  the  commission  making  the  arbitrary  rate 
of  $2.50  a  car  for  all  coal  hauled  on  the  Ashland 
Coal  &  Iron  railroad  as  its  proportion  of  the 
through  coal  shipments  over  the  Lexington  and 
Cincinnati  divisions  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
rialroad.  The  meeting  was  brought  about  by  the 
complaint  of  the  Atkins  Coal  Co. 


tell.  A  shortage  of  cars  means  a  reduction  of 
the  coal  output.  In  some  mines  in  this  district, 
the  miners  are  working  only  three  days  a  week. 


chiefly  because  there  are  not  enough  cars  avail¬ 
able  to  handle  the  coal.  The  railroads  say  they 
can  not  get  enough  cars  for  the  demand.  There 
are  few  new  cars  in  this  part  of  the  west,  and 
the  old  ones  seem  to  be  wearing  out  and  break¬ 
ing  down.  Some  of  the  railroads  say  they  or¬ 
dered  new  cars,  but  that  they  have  not  been  de¬ 
livered.  The  fact  is  that  the  western  railroads 
seem  to  have  encountered  more  prosperity  this 
fall  than  they  anticipated,  and  consequently  are 
not  equipped  to  handle  the  great  volume  of  un¬ 
expected,  but  welcome  traffic. 

The  demand  for  coal  for  manufacturing  pur¬ 
poses  is  also  very  heavy.  Altogether  the  indi¬ 
cations  are  for  a  big  movement  this  winter  with 
higher  prices. 


The  receivers  of  the  Devlin  coal  properties  in 
Kansas  have  arranged  to  stay  in  the  Southwest¬ 
ern  Interstate  Coal  Operators’  Association,  there¬ 
by  employing  union  miners.  Following  the  Dev¬ 
lin  failure,  the  unsettled  state  of  affairs  of  the 
Devlin  coal  companies,  the  Mount  Carmel  Coal 
Co.  and  other  Devlin  corporations  dropped  their 
assessments  in  the  coal  operators’  association  and 
were  suspended  from  membership. 

The  receivers  assured  President  Richardson  of 
the  miners’  union  that  they  would  maintain  mu¬ 
tual  relations,  and  that  the  membership  in  the 
Coal  Operators’  Association  would  be  continued, 
and  the  miners’  agreement  complied  with.  They 
will  have  a  representative  at  the  Indianapolis 
conference  next  winter. 

The  organization  of  the  Concordia  Coal  Co.  to 
operate  in  southeastern  Kansas  has  given  rise  to 
many  stories  of  combinations  in  the  coal  business. 
The  new  company  connects  the  two  largest  coal 
companies  that  do  business  in  Kansas  City  terri¬ 
tory,  the  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  and  the 
Western  Coal  &  Mining  Co. 

Officers  of  the  two  big  companies  say  they  are 
entirely  separate  and  are  mining  coal  for  differ¬ 
ent  purposes.  Some  of  the  officers  of  the  two 
companies  joined  in  the  organization  of  the  Con-, 
cordia  company  and  sold  the  stock  so  that  part 
of  it  is  held  bv  the  Gould  interests  and  part  by 
scattered  stockholders  of  the  Kansas  City  com¬ 
pany.  The  result  has  been  that  the  two  big  com¬ 
panies  have  worked  together  at  times  in  dealing 
with  questions  of  mine  operation,  and  a  story 
has  gone  the  rounds  that  George  J.  Gould  and 
his  associates  are  stockholders  in  the  Central 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.  An  officer  of  the  Central  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.  said  this  week  that  the  Goulds  have 
no  stock  in  his  company  and  are  in  no  way  in¬ 
terested  in  it. 

The  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  sells  its  coal 
largely  at  retail  and  does  most  of  its  mining  and 
shipping  on  roads  that  are  competitors  of  the 
Gould  roads.  Consequently  the  operators  say 
there  is  no  likelihood  of  the  Goulds  ever  buying 
the  Kansas  City  company,  although  there  is  no 
denial  of  the  fact  that  the  two  are  closely  asso¬ 
ciated  in  the  new  company,  which  seems  to  be 
a  growing  factor  in  the  industry. 

Keith  Will  Is  Filed. 

The  will  of  Richard  H.  Keith,  president  of 
the  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  who  died  October 
seventeenth,  was  filed  for  probate  in  Kansas  City 
this  week.  The  estate  is  said  to  be  valued  at 
about  $2,000,000,  but  the  amount  is  not  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  will.  The  terms  of  the  latter  are 
thought  to  be  remarkable  in  some  respects.  One 
son,  Dr.  Robert  L.  Keith,  who  lives  in  Seattle, 
Wash.,  is  cut  off  with  $50,000.  The  estate 
will  not  be  divided  until  July,  1913.  In  the 
meantime  it  will  be  managed  for  the  joint  in¬ 
terest  of  all  concerned  by  Charles  S.  Keith,  the 
eldest  son  of  Mr.  Keith,  and  by  the  Fidelity  Trust 
Co.,  as  co-trustees. 

Mr.  Keith  left  all  his  property  to  his  immediate 
family  and  relatives.  A  legacy  of  $20,000  is  given 
to  his  sister,  Mrs.  Virginia  Lee,  and  $10,000  to 
her  daughter.  Miss  Laura  Lee.  A  further  sum 
of  $10,000  is  bequeathed  to  his  brothers,  James 
E.  Keith  and  William  Thomas  Keith.  The  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  estate,  with  the  exception  of 
household  goods,  horses,  carriages  and  such 
things,  which  arc  left  especially  to  Mrs.  Keith,  is 
given  equally  to  the  widow  and  the  seven  chil¬ 
dren. 

Mr.  Keith’s  survivors  are  his  widow,  Mrs. 
Mary  L.  Keith,  and  eight  children,  Charles  S. 
Keith,  Mrs.  Clarence  W.  Hastings,  Dr.  Robert 
L.  Keith,  Mrs.  Henry  Koehler,  Richard  H.  Keith 
Jr.  and  three  unmarried  daughters.  Misses  Vir¬ 
ginia,  Emily  and  Mary  Taylor  Keith. 


Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  &  Coal 
Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  transported 
over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  October  twenty- 
eighth,  the  corresponding  week  last  year,  the  year 
to  date  and  the  corresponding  period  in  1904 : 

Cumber- 

Broad  Top.  land.  Total. 

Week  ending  Get.  28,  1005 _  20,429  25,101  45,530 

Corresponding  week,  1904  ....  9,025  20,310  29,334 

Total  for  1906  . 574,033  818,780  1,399,813 

Corresponding  period,  1904, .  .477,817  909,824  1,387,646 


The  Missouri  River  Coal  Trade. 
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Wheeling,  W.  Va,,  Nov.  2. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — In  behalf  of  the  much-abused  rail¬ 
roads  it  must  he  confessed  that  they  are  doing 
their  utmost  to  relieve  the  terrific  demands  pn 
them  for  cars.  Their  side  of  the  controversy  is 
seldom  heard,  yet  the  traffic  managers  are  exert¬ 
ing  their  wits  almost  every  hour  of  the  day  to 
satisfy  the  incessant  demand  from  many  different 
points. 

'I'his  week  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  received  1,000 
new  gondolas  and  box  cars  from  Chicago,  and 
has  a  further  order  placed  for  10,000  cars  of 
the  same  character.  Furthermore,  to  hasten 
movement  the  company  has  issued  orders  that 
twenty-four  hours  shall  be  the  limit  for  unload¬ 
ing,  loading  or  otherwise  holding  a  car  at  any 
particular  point,  an  order  which  is  expected  to 
keep  the  cars  moving  and  thus  indirectly  increase 
the  supply. 

In  the  New  River  district  there  is  acute  com¬ 
plaint  against  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad. 
It  is  based  on  the  alleged  fact  that  the  railroad 
is  not  sufficiently  interested  in  the  several  opera¬ 
tions  in  that  field  since  it  beean  to  reach  out 
for  more  territory.  It  is  pointed  out  that  some  of 
the  coal  lands  the  railroad  company  is  interested 
in  will  not  he  available  for  proper  develop¬ 
ment  for  ten  or  more  years  yet.  Hence  there 
is  much  complaint  and  a  demand  that  better 
service  be  provided  to  existing  active  operations. 

It  is  also  asserted  that  better  service  was  pro¬ 
vided  by  this  railroad  when  it  had  only  a  single 
track.  Now  it  is  a  double-track  road.  The  col¬ 
lieries  in  the  New  River  valley  are  among  the 
most  Important  in  West  Virginia. 

Railroads  Order  More  Equipment. 

The  Norfolk  &  Western,  the  third  great  coal- 
carrier  in  this  s'ate.  has  placed  an  order  for  fifty 
locomotives  and  2. ,500  cars.  This  road  is  now 
hauling  as  much  coal  as  possible  on  a  single 
track,  and  its  double  track  will  come  as  soon  as  it 
can  he  completed.  It  has  been  suffering  con¬ 
siderably  from  congestion  at  tidewater,  and  has 
constructed  a  good  deal  of  extra  trackage  in 
the  terminals  at  Lambert’s  Point.  Extra  locomo¬ 
tives  and  cars  are  absolutely  needed  for  switch¬ 
ing  purposes  alone  on  this  road.  Consequently 
when  the  new  car  order  results  in  more  cars 
through  service  will  not  be  handicapped  as  at 
present. 

After  the  lake  business  is  closed  an  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  freight  service  is  looked  for,  particu¬ 
larly  on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio.  Many  cars  are 
reported  to  be  at  the  lakes  waiting  for  boats, 
and  as  soon  as  these  vessels  receive  their  cargoes 
the  empties  will  come  back  to  the  mines.  At  this 


Toledo,  Ohio,  Nov.  2. —  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  coal  situation  in  northwestern  Ohio 
is  far  from  satisfactory  at  present.  Dealers  are 
having  no  trouble  to  get  business,  but  the  volume 
of  their  business  depends  largely  upon  the  ton¬ 
nage  of  coal  they  are  able  to  get  for  their  cus¬ 
tomers.  In  fact,  consumers  are  in  many  instances 
being  forced  to  appeal  to  other  companies  to  fur¬ 
nish  the  amount  of  coal  absolutely  necessary  to 
keep  their  fires  going,  while  instances  are  on 
record  where  dealers  have  been  obliged  to  have 
coal  sent  by  express  in  order  to  hold  some  of 
their  customers  whom  they  did  not  want  to  lose. 

The  marine  shipments  for  October  show  a  de¬ 
cline,  and  according  to  custom  house  figures 
which  were  compiled  today,  only  79,540  tons  have 
left'  the  local  docks  for  up  lake  ports,  as  against 
106,000  tons  for  the  same  month  a  year  ago. 
This  decrease  has  not  been  occasioned  by  lack 
of  orders,  for  northwestern  consumers  are  clam¬ 
oring  for  coal,  but  the  coal  is  not  available  at 
this  end. 

The  scarcity  of  coal  here  is  occasioned  by  the 
lack  of  cars :  in  fact,  the  car  shortage  occupies 
the  center  of  the  coal  stage  at  present  and  deal¬ 
ers  can  not  see  any  promise  of  improvement  this 
fall.  Thus  far  prices  have  remained  stationary. 


time  of  the  year,  and  with  the  Atlantic  trade 
very  good,  all  the  cars  in  sight  can  be  utilized  to 
good  advantage  for  shipment  to  eastern  markets. 

Next  to  the  engrossing  subject  of  transporta¬ 
tion,  and  the  eagerness  to  take  advantage  of  the 
improved  prices.  West  Virginia  coal  operators  are 
interested  in  the  taxation  of  their  properties.  A 
new  system  of  state  taxation  is  now  being  put 
into  practical  form,  and  where  there  is  evident 
injustice  coal  interests  intend  to  resist.  In  com¬ 
mon  with  all  other  classes  of  property,  their 
lands  and  their  mines  are  to  be  assessed  at  their 
true  and  actual  value  this  year  for  the  purposes 
of  taxation  next  year  and  thereafter.  The  state 
has  appointed  a  man  or  two  in  each  county  to 
fix  the  actual  value  of  such  property. 

Taxes  on  Valuation  Basis. 

As  it  is  human  to  err,  it  follows  that  there  will 
be  inequalities  in  the  respective  valuations,  and 
owing  to  a  sort  of  socialistic  or  populistic  propa¬ 
ganda  by  which  the  present  state  administration 
was  elected  last  year,  the  coal  people  are  the  ob¬ 
jects  of  a  certain  prejudice. 

They  are  being  held  up  as  “tax  dodgers”  and 
are  derisively  sjioken  of  in  similar  phrases.  The 
fact  that  these  men  invested  their  capital  in  virgin 
wildernesses^  a  few  years  ago  and  made  these  in¬ 
vestments  with  faith  in  the  future  is  evidently  of 
no  consideration.  Neither  is  the  other  fact  that 
the  populous  towns  their  energy  has  created 
would  not  now  be  in  existence,  which  of  them¬ 
selves  prove  a  source  of  additional  tax  revenues. 

The  county  courts  of  McDowell,  Mercer  and 
Wyoming,  in  the  Pocahontas  Flat  Top  region, 
have  repudiated  the  arbitrary,  true  and  actual  ap¬ 
praisement  made  by  the  assessors  and  have  made 
horizontal  reductions,  averaging  about  fifty  per 
cent.  In  taking  this  action  they  benefited  the 
farms,  homes  and  other  properties  as  well  as 
mining  properties,  but  the  state  authorities  are 
not  to  be  denied  their  pound  of  flesh  and  give  out 
the  information  that  they  will  meet  and  restore 
the  original  assessments  some  time  next  month. 

In  Mercer  county  the  Pocahontas  Colliery  Co. 
took  the  initiative  and  was  granted  a  fair-sized 
reduction.  In  this  case  the  assessor  confessed  that 
he  had  been  in  error.  The  county  court  of  Fay¬ 
ette,  which  is  in  the  New  River  district,  intimates 
that  it  will  be  governed  by  a  similar  quota  of 
common  sense. 

But  the  state  board  of  public  works,  composed 
of  the  state  administration  heads,  constitutes  a 
reviewing  body,  and  it  is  intimated  that  it  will 
disregard  the  cuts  made  by  the  county  bodies. 
The  chaotic  assessment  situation  is  unsettling 
coal  land  values  and  generally  is  productive  of 
confusion  in  the  meantime. 


although  somewhat  strengthened,  but  if  present 
conditions  continue  there  will  be  an  advance  be¬ 
fore  long. 

It  is  not  intended  to  imply  that  an  actual  coal 
famine  exists  here.  No  fires  have  been  put  out 
through  lack  of  coal,  but  deliveries  are  very  slow 
and  there  is  not  a  dealer  in  town  who  does  any 
amount  of  business,  but  who  is  clamoring  for 
heavier  regular  deliveries.  The  grain  shipments 
and  delay  on  the  part  of  country  dealers  to 
order  their  suoplies,  are  held  accountable  for  the 
present  condition,  but  the  latter  do  not  show  any 
signs  of  improvement.  Even  after  the  grain  has 
been  moved,  winter  will  be  here,  and  this  in 
itself  will  prove  a  barrier  to  the  rapid  movement 
of  coal. 

Some  Coal  Has  Been  Confiscated. 

A  few  stories  have  reached  the  city  of  railroads 
appropriating  coal,  but  the  general  impression  is 
that  these  reports  have  been  exaggerated  and 
that  railroads  are  not  having  much  trouble  in 
keeping  their  engines  supplied  with  coal. 

It  is  absolutely  impossible,  according  to  the 
statements  of  large  lake  shippers,  to  get  the  re¬ 
quired  amount  of  coal  to  the  northwest  by  water. 
Only  a  little  over  a  month  remains  before  insur¬ 


ance  expires  and  there  are  enough  orders  for 
coal  to  keep  vessels  going  twice  or  three  times  as 
long.  This  means  that  considerable  coal  will 
have  to  go  up  by  rail,  which  will  mean  a  further 
delay  in  getting  cars  back  to  the  mines,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  an  increased  car  shortage.  Railroads 
have  sent  out  reports  of  large  orders  for  new 
rolling  stock,  but  they  have  neglected  to  state 
what  share  of  the  new  supplies  will  be  needed  to 
take  the  place  of  stock  which  has  been  sent  to 
the  waste  pile. 

Domestic  business  has  picked  up  wonderfully 
during  the  past  few  weeks.  The  cold  weather, 
the  forerunner  of  actual  winter,  has  set  people  to 
thinking  of  their  furnaces  and  there  has  been  a 
constant  demand  for  coal  to  fill  orders.  Prac¬ 
tically  all  the  anthracite  dealers  have  in  their 
winter’s  supply,  so  there  is  no  indication  of  a 
shortage  in  this  department,  although  the  whole¬ 
sale  shippers  who  supply  the  smaller  outside 
towns  have  not  yet  supplied  all  their  orders,  and 
according  to  reports  will  not  be  able  to  do  so 
for  some  time  yet. 

From  the  retailers’  point  of  view  the  season 
should  be  a  good  one.  The  summer  has  been 
one  of  the  busiest  on  record,  and  all  kinds  of 
labor  has  been  in  great  demand.  This  has  put 
money  in  the  hands  of  all  and  there  should  be 
considerably  less  credit  than  last  winter,  although, 
of  course,  there  is  always  a  class  of  business 
which  does  not  think  of  paying  cash.  Bullish 
reports  continue  to  come  in  and  these  lead  dealers 
to  believe  that  prices  will  go  higher  before  the 
season  is  over.  ,  No  late  reports  have  been  re¬ 
ceived  regarding  strike  conditions,  but  previous 
reports  are  and  have  done  their  work. 


The  St.  Louis  Coal  Market. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Nov.  2. —  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  market  here  is  in  a  flourishing  con¬ 
dition,  and  almost  any  reasonable  price  for  coal 
can  be  obtained.  There  is  quite  a  demand  for 
free  coal  of  all  descriptions  and  prices  are  very 
good.  In  fact,  they  have  advanced  to  $1.30@1.70 
during  the  past  week. 

The  car  situation  is  still  a  serious  one.  Some 
of  the  mines  are  only  running  half  time  on  ac¬ 
count  of  shortage  in  equipment.  The  mines  along 
the  Illinois  Central,  the  Chicago  &  Alton  and 
the  Wabash  are  the  worst  sufferers.  The  Louis¬ 
ville  &  Nashville  is  not  allowing  any  cars  to 
leave  its  system,  and  is  transferring  coal  in  East 
St.  Louis. 

Most  of  the  large  dealers  have  been  sold  out 
before  noon  every  day  this  week,  which  is  an  un¬ 
usual  thing  in  this  market.  One  of  the  principal 
causes  for  the  increased  demand  for  “free”  coal 
is,  in  all  probability,  the  cold  weather  which  has 
prevailed  the  past  week.  Shaker  screen  lump  can 
be  had  f.  o.  b.  East  St.  Louis  at  from  $1.65  up. 
The  screenings  can  be  had  at  about  $1.00.  The 
retail  market  is  also  active,  and  orders  are  com¬ 
ing  in  at  quite  a  rapid  rate,  in  fact,  faster  than 
they  can  be  filled. 

Shipments  of  Pennsylvania  anthracite  are  not 
heavy,  principally  on  account  of  congestion  of 
traffic  in  the  east,  and  shortage  of  car  supply.  All 
grades  of  this  coal  are  well  prepared  this  year. 
"The  shortage  of  supply  does  not  seriously  affect 
the  retail  market  here,  because  most  of  the  large 
consumers  buy  their  coal  early  in  the  season 
when  the  price  is  lower  and  supply  better.  Most 
of  the  orders  coming  in  now  are  for  small  lots. 
Prices  on  anthracite  coal  remain  the  same  as  last 
week,  $8.25  for  broken  size  per  ton  delivered,  and 
$8.50  for  the  smaller  sizes,  stove,  egg  and  chest¬ 
nut,  delivered.  These  prices  will  remain  sta¬ 
tionary  during  the  winter  months. 

Bituminous  Markets  Active. 

The  bituminous  coal  market  is  active  and  good 
prices  have  been  realized  during  the  past  week. 
Most  of  the  consumers  who  bum  gas  during  the 
summer  months  have  returned  to  the  old-fash¬ 
ioned  cook  stove.  Prices  on  domestic  sizes  are 
materially  affected  by  the  car  shortage  in  the  111- 
nois  field.  They  are  as  follows: 

Per  bu. 


Trenton  . 15c 

Carterville  . He 

Staunton  or  Mt.  Olive . 13c 

Standard  . 13c 


Arkansas  semi-anthracite  continues  to  be  in 
good  demand,  prices  remaining  the  same  as  last - 
week,  viz:  $6.25  per  ton  delivered. 


The  Ohio  Coal  Trade. 
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Western  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


The  Great  Western  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  re¬ 
moved  its  principal  offices  from  Chicago  to  East 
St.  Louis. 

The  capital  stock  of  the  Chicago-Tennessee 
Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  has  been  increased  from  $600,- 
000  to  $1,000,000. 

W.  M.  Logan,  president  of  the  E.  E.  Pattison 
Coal  Co.,  Manhattan  building,  Chicago,  is  in 
West  Virginia  this  week  on  a  business  trip. 

A.  Brenholtz,  president  of  the  General  Hock¬ 
ing  Coal  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio,  was  in  Chicago 
the  early  part  of  the  week  on  a  business  trip. 

W.  S.  Harman,  the  well  known  shipper  of  coal 
and  coke,  Plymouth  building,  Chicago,  left 
Wednesday  evening  of  this  week  on  an  eastern 
business  trip. 

P.  H.  Burlingham,  western  manager  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony 
building,  Chicago,  has  returned  from  a  business 
trip  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

E.  R.  Lightcap,  well  known  to  the  coal  trade 
of  Chicago,  has  become  identified  with  the  O’Gara 
Coal  Co.,  Marquette  building,  Chicago,  assuming 
his  new  duties  on  November  first. 

A  partial  list  of  retail  coal  dealers  who  visited 
Chicago  during  the  past  week  is  as  follows ; 

F.  H.  Henry,  Belle  Plaine,  Iowa;  1.  N.  Evans, 
Milledgeville,  Ill. ;  A.  D.  Sears,  Plano,  Ill.,  and 
J.  P.  Quirk,  Wheatland,  Wis. 

The  Balyet-Stewart  Coal  Co.,  Van  Wert,  Ohio, 
has  been  succeeded  by  the  Balyet  Coal  Co.,  in 
which  I.  Vorpe  is  the  principal  stockholder.  Mr. 
Vorpe  passed  through  Chicago  this  week  on  his 
return  from  the  west,  when  he  announced  the 
change  in  ownership. 

J.  D.  La  Teer  has  been  appointed  general  sales 
manager  for  the  Robert  Dick  Coal  Co.,  Old  Col¬ 
ony  building,  Chicago.  Mr.  La  Teer  has  been 
identified  with  Carterville  interests  for  several 
years  past  and  is  thoroughly  posted  and  experi¬ 
enced  in  connection  with  this  coal. 

The  Pure  Ice  Co.,  at  Quincy,  Ill.,  entertained 
the  Quincy  Coal  club  last  Monday  at  a  dinner 
given  at  the  Elks’  club  rooms  in  that  city,  provid¬ 
ing  an  elaborate  menu,  which  was  thoroughly  en¬ 
joyed  by  the  dealers  present.  The  time  was 
given  up  to  a  discussion  of  trade  topics. 

The  Crescent  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Plymouth 
building,  Chicago,  has  opened  an  office  at  Blue- 
field,  West  Virginia,  which  will  be  maintained 
in  all  probability  all  winter,  for  the  purpose  of 
increasing  shipments  of  smokeless  coal  to  the 
west.  The  office  is  in  charge  of  J.  B.  Pearson. 

Patrick  O’Brien,  a  resident  of  Chicago  for 
more  than  half  a  century,  and  one  of  the  pioneer 
coal  dealers  on  the  west  side,  died  recently  at 
the  home  of  his  son.  Police  Captain  P.  D. 
O’Brien,  6223  Lexington  avenue.  Mr.  O’Brien 
was  ninety-two  years  of  age  and  was  engaged  in 
the  coal  business  for  more  than  forty  years. 

G.  H.  Krudop,  president,  and  C.  E.  Moellering, 
secretary,  of  the  Fort  Wayne  Coal  Exchange, 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  were  in  Chicago  the  latter 
part  of  last  week  in  attendance  at  the  meeting  of 
International  Council  of  Retail  Coal  Merchants 
and  the  rate  convention.  They  called  upon  a 
number  of  their  friends  in  the  shipping  trade 
while  in  the  city. 

John  J.  Hayes,  the  well-known  shipper  of  coal 
and  coke,  Plymouth  building,  Chicago,  has  been 
confined  to  his  home  for  several  weeks  with  a 
severe  attack  of  sciatic  rheumatism,  which  has 
confined  him  to  the  bed  most  of  the  time.  Mr. 
Hayes  is  hopeful  that  he  will  be  able  to  get  out 
within  a  few  days,  but  at  present  is  under  the 
care  of  a  physician. 

The  state  superintendent  of  insurance  of  Illi¬ 
nois  has  issued  a  license  to  the  Illinois  Coal 
Operators’  Mutual  Employers’  Liability  Insurance 
Co.,  a  mutual  organization  to  furnish  liability 
insurance  to  coal  mine  owners.  Glenn  W.  Traer 
of  Chicago  has  been  made  president  and  E.  T. 
Bent  of  Oglesby  secretary.  The  company  will 
be  managed  by  a  board  of  nine  directors,  con¬ 
sisting  of  Glenn  W.  Traer,  R.  R.  Hammond,  H. 
C.  Adams,  Chicago;  E.  T.  Bent,  Oglesby;  F.  W. 


Lukins,  Virden;  C.  C.  Davis,  Centralia ;  J.  J. 
Parish,  Harrisburg;  W.  S.  Wilson,  Pinckneyville, 
and  B.  F.  Bush,  St.  Louis. 

C.  L.  Dering,  manager  at  Chicago,  Old  Colony 
building,  for  S.  C.  Schenck,  agent  of  the  coal  de¬ 
partment  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  West¬ 
ern,  is  at  Lake  Puckaway,  Wis.,  this  week  on  a 
duck  shooting  trip.  Mr.  Dering  is  a  member  of  a 
hunting  club  at  that  point  and  spends  a  few  days 
each  year  enjoying  his  favorite^  pastime. 

The  many  friends  of  G.  H.  Schank,  the  well- 
known  coal  dealer  at  Libcrtyville,  Ill.,  will  be 
shocked  to  learn  of  the  death  of  his  wife  this 
week.  Mr.  Schank  is  probably  one  of  the  oldest 
coal  dealers  in  the  state  of  Illinois.  He  is  one 
of  the  pioneer  settlers  in  the  state  and  has  been 
in  the  coal  business  almost  continuously  since 
his  removal  to  this  part  of  the  country. 

N.  J.  Scott,  president  of  the  Scott  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  Ellsworth  building,  Chicago,  has  returned 
from  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  made  arrange¬ 
ments  to  secure  extensive  shipments  of  Ken¬ 
tucky  coal  to  this  and  other  western  markets. 
This  coal  is  known  as  Beattyville  block  and  mines 
in  large  chunks.  Mr.  Scott  believes  that  it  can 
be  introduced  into  Chicago  territory  with  suc¬ 
cess. 

J.  H.  M.  Claggett,  resident  manager  of  the 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  accom¬ 
panied  by  Mrs.  Claggett,  has  returned  from  an 
eastern  vacation  trip  spent  at  his  old  home  at 
Fredericktown,  Maryland.  He  gave  the  coal  sit¬ 
uation  in  the  east  some  attention  while  absent 
from  Chicago,  but  does  not  hold  out  any  hope 
that  there  will  be  an  immediate  improvement  in 
the  car  supply  at  the  various  anthracite  collieries. 

S.  M.  Dalzell,  general  manager  of  the  Spring 
Valley  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago, 
is  in  a  serious  condition  as  a  result  of  a  severe 
attack  of  rheumatism.  He  has  been  confined  to 
his  bed  since  the  latter  part  of  last  week  and  is 
under  the  care  of  two  doctors  and  a  nurse,  only 
the  immediate  relatives  being  permitted  to  see 
him.  The  numerous  personal  friends  of  Mr.  Dal¬ 
zell  in  business  circles  of  Chicago  and  throughout 
the  west  are  hopeful  of  his  early  recovery. 

Through  an  error  last  week  it  was  stated  in 
The  Black  Diamond  that  the  new  offices  of  M. 
A.  Hanna  &  Co.  were  located  at  1602  Fisher 
building,  Chicago.  These  offices  are  occupied  by 
the  D.  S.  Pate  Lumber  Co.,  which  has  had  its 
main  office  at  that  point  for  six  or  seven  years, 
and  controls  the  lease  for  some  years  to  come. 
M.  A.  Hanna  &  Co.  occupy  the  suite  at  1610 
Fisher  building,  where  they  have  ample  room  for 
the  transaction  of  a  large  volume  of  business. 

The  Sedalia  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  building, 
Chicago,  has  been  appointed  exclusive  western 
sales  agent  for  the  Pittsburg  &  Washington  Coal 
Co.,  of  Pittsburg.  This  company,  in  addition  to 
operating  mines  under  its  own  corporate  name, 
also  owns  and  operates  the  Meadow  Lands  Coal 
Co.,  Pittsburg  &  Meadow  Lands  Coal  Co.,  and 
the  Rex  Carbon  Coal  Co.  It  has  a  daily  capacity 
of  10,000  tons  of  Youghiogheny  gas  and  steam 
coal,  a  large  part  of  which  will  be  sold  in  the 
western  all-rail  trade.  The  Sedalia  Coal  Co. 
will  have  the  disposition  of  this  product  in  west¬ 
ern  Ohio,  Michigan,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Chicago 
and  the  northwest. 

T.  C.  Keller  and  A.  B.  Steffens,  interested  in 
the  Keller  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chi¬ 
cago,  have  made  extensive  purchases  of  coal  land 
in  the  Franklin  county  field  and  are  preparing 
for  important  development  work.  The  tract 
which  they  have  under  option  and  which  they 
have  partially  taken  over  consists  of  about  5,000 
acres  and  is  located  on  the  Chicago,  Burlington 
&  Quincy,  Chicago  8z  Eastern  Illinois  and  Illinois 
Central  railroads.  The  land  located  on  the  Chi¬ 
cago  &  Eastern  Illinois,  which  is  a  few  miles 
northeast  of  Benton  and  extends  to  the  corporate 
limits  of  that  town,  will  be  developed  first  in  all 
probability.  This  company  has  always  been  a 
shipper  over  the  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois,  and 
it  is  the  intention  to  remain  with  that  road  so 
far  as  possible.  Another  mine  will  later  be  lo¬ 
cated  in  all  probability  at  Christopher,  which  is 
also  on  the  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois.  The  first 


mine  will  be  opened  as  soon  as  possilile,  and  some 
of  the  machinery  has  been  purchased.  The  com¬ 
pany  will  probably  operate  under  new  articles  of 
incorporation,  the  name  of  which  has  not  yet 
been  decided  upon,  but  which  will  include  as  prin¬ 
cipal  stockholders  both  Mr.  Steffens  and  Mr. 
Keller. 

The  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  railroad  expects 
to  provide  much  better  service  for  coal  oper¬ 
ators  located  on  this  line  of  railroad  within  a 
comparatively  short  time.  It  is  •announced  this 
week  that  the  extensive  betterments  undertaken 
last  spring  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  facil¬ 
ities  of  the  road  will  be  about  completed  by 
November  tenth.  Following  this  it  is  the  inten¬ 
tion  to  bring  coal  through  from  the  mines  in 
forty-eight  hours  on  an  average.  The  congestion 
at  Dolton,  which  has  been  a  source  of  some 
trouble  recently,  it  is  claimed  will  be  removed  as 
soon  as  the  betterments  are  completed  and  coal 
will  be  put  through  the  terminals  within  a  rea¬ 
sonable  length  of  time,  providing  excellent  serv¬ 
ice. 

The  Luhnow  Coal  Co.,  one  of  the  well-known 
factors  in  the  west  side  coal  trade  of  Chicago, 
this  week  completed  negotiations  and  took  over 
the  retail  yard  of  the  North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  at 
Fifteenth  place  and  Loomis  street,  Chicago,  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  Chicago  Terminal  &  Transfer  rail¬ 
road.  This  yard  is  one  of  the  largest  on  the 
west  side,  covering  an  area  of  81  by  400  feet. 
The  Luhnow  Coal  Co.  now  owns  four  yards  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  west  side  at  Carroll  and  Wood 
streets.  Sixteenth  and  Wood  streets,  Robey  street 
and  Fullerton  avenue  and  Fifteenth  place  and 
Loomis  street.  It  is  one  of  the  important  factors 
in  the  west  side  retail  trade,  and  if  it  keeps  on 
expanding  will  have  a  large  proportion  of  the 
business  in  that  territory. 

The  Chicago  Car  Service  Association  has  given 
notice  to  the  coal  shippers  in  this  city  that  on 
and  after  November  fifteenth  only  five  days  free 
time  will  be  allowed  on  coal  standing  before  de¬ 
murrage  charges  accrue.  In  the  past  seven  days 
free  time  has  been  permitted.  It  is  understood 
that  the  reduction  in  the  time  allowance  is  for 
the  purpose  of  increasing  the  service  of  coal  cars 
during  the  winter,  in  an  effort  to  prevent  any 
stringency  in  supply  when  cold  weather  develops. 
Individual  railroads  have  also  given  notice  of  a 
reduction  in  free  time,  and  this  rule  will  be  in 
general  effect  after  the  date  mentioned.  Coal 
shippers  feel  that  any  reasonable  change  of  this 
character  is  necessary  in  view  of  the  short  supply 
of  equipment  at  the  mines. 

Evidently  it  does  not  pay  to  libel  coal  dealers 
indiscriminately  and  without  justification.  In  all 
probability  Mayor  Rose  of  Milwaukee  will  find 
this  out  sooner  or  later.  During  the  unpleasant¬ 
ness  in  the  winter  of  1902  and  1903  he  made  as¬ 
sertions  concerning  the  Gross  Coal  Co.  of  that 
city  to  which  they  took  decided  objections,  re¬ 
sulting  in  a  libel  suit  for  $25,000  brought  by  them. 
When  the  case  came  to  trial  Mayor  Rose  entered 
a  demurrer,  claiming  that  there  was  insufficient 
basis  for  action.  The  supreme  court  of  Wiscon¬ 
sin  has  overruled  the  demurrer  and  the  case 
will  now  come  to  trial,  the  court  holding  that  a 
letter  which  was  written  by  Mayor  Rose  con¬ 
cerning  the  coal  company  is  libelous  per  se,  under 
the  circumstances  set  forth  in  the  complaint. 

Coal  dealers  on  the  west  side  in  Chicago  have 
organized  the  West  Side  Coal  Dealers’  Bowling 
League,  and  have  arranged  a  schedule  of  games 
which  will  continue  twice  a  week  up  to  the 
first  of  the  year.  The  coal  companies  represented 
are  the  Western  Fuel  Co.,  Vandalia  Coal  Co., 
Garden  City  Fuel  Co.  and  Franklin  Coal  Co. 
The  first  game  was  played  Wednesday  of  this 
week  at  Ream’s  alleys,  956  West  Madison  street. 
The  officers  of  the  new  league  are  as  follows : 
President,  W.  P.  Worth,  Garden  City  Fuel  Co. ; 
secretary,  A.  H.  Glaser,  Franklin  Coal  Co. ;  treas¬ 
urer,  Homer  D.  Jones,  Western  Fuel  Co.  The 
teams  will  consist  of  three  men  each,  and  as 
the  men  composing  them  have  had  considerable 
experience  on  the  alleys  it  is  expected  that  the 
race  will  be  a  close  one.  .A..  O.  Tandy  is  captain 
of  the  Vandalia  Coal  Co.  team,  declining  all  other 
honors  to  accept  this  position. 
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Shipping  companies  do  not  seem  to  be  as  anxious  to  secure  orders  as 
they  were.  What  they  are  after  now  is  to  get  coal  to  apply  on  them. 

The  long,  low,  dull  thud  from  the  direction  of  Detroit  was  not  due  to  an 
earthquake.  It  was  only  caused  by  the  grand  jury  investigating  the  coal  men. 

Down  in  Houston,  Texas,  a  newspaper  devotes  nearly  a  column  of  its 
valuable  space  to  a  discussion  of  the  disastrous  results  that  will  attend  an 
anthracite  strike.  How  much  anthracite  does  Houston  use? 

The  Tribune,  up  at  Granite  Falls,  Minn.,  reviewing  the  probability  of  a 
strike,  says:  “If  we  are  to  have  these  upheavals  at  stated  periods,  let  us 
provide  for  the  dialema  by  the  enactment  of  laws  preventable.”  Dialema  1 
This  is  calling  names  with  a  vengeance. 

Industrial  Canada,  a  protectionists’  organ  in  Canada,  has  come  out  for 
free  trade  in  coal  on  the  ground  that  the  duty  “merely  enhances  the  cost  of 
manufacturing  and  increases  the  price  of  goods  to  the  domestic  consumer.” 
This  is  the  truth  of  the  matter  from  a  Canadian  standpoint.  Free  trade  in 


coal  for  that  country  would  materially  increase  its  industrial  prosperity,  and 
Industrial  Canada  takes  a  broad  view  of  the  question  when  it  advocates  this 
departure,  although  generally  holding  to  a  protectionist  policy. 

In  England  it  requires  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  employes  at  the  col¬ 
lieries  before  a  strike  can  be  ordered.  Here  is  a  suggestion  for  leaders  in  the 
union  movement  in  this  country.  Such  a  provision  would  prevent  many  un¬ 
called  for  and  unsuccessful  labor  troubles. 

The  total  coal  output  in  India  in  1903  was  7,374,000  tons.  One  county 
in  Pennsylvania  can  produce  more  than  double  this  tonnage.  India  is  a  coun¬ 
try  of  no  i)rogress.  We  are  the  perfection  of  civilized  progress  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  Does  coal  do  it? 

Much  misrepresentation  is  being  indulged  in  concerning  the  purpose  of 
the  meeting  of  coal  operators  to  be  held  in  Chicago  November  twenty-second. 
Probably  half  the  press  of  this  country  has  asserted  that  the  anthracite  op¬ 
erators  will  be  represented  at  this  meeting.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  will  have 
no  bearing  whatever  on  either  the  anthracite  or  the  bituminous  labor  situ¬ 
ation.  If  the  same  allowance  is  made  concerning  all  of  the  assertions  made  by 
the  daily  press  that  must  be  made  in  connection  with  statements  concerning 
this  proposed  meeting,  the  average  is  about  one  per  cent  of  truth  to  ninety-nine 
per  cent  of  falsehood. 

The  Truth  About  the  Car  Shortage. 

In  some  quarters  there  is  an  inclination  on  the  part  of  shippers  to  blame 
the  railroads  for  the  present  car  -shortage.  Generally  speaking,  there  is  no 
cause  for  serious  criticism  against  the  railroad  companies  on  this  score,  ex¬ 
cept  in  a  few  isolated  cases,  where  mismanagement  has  resulted  in  condi¬ 
tions  that  are  detrimental  to  the  best  interests  of  the  shipping  public. 

In  anticipation  of  a  wide  expansion  of  the  business  of  the  United  States, 
many  of  the  railroads  of  the  country,  a  year  ago,  placed  orders  for  increased 
equipment.  These  orders  were  so  large  that  they  have  kept  the  car  and 
locomotive  manufacturers  busy  throughout  the  past  twelve  months.  The 
facilities  of  such  factories  have  been  taxed  to  the  utmost  to  fill  them.  These 
new  cars  and  locomotives  have  been  going  into  service  ever  since  mid¬ 
summer  on  these  orders  placed  a  year  ago,  and  there  will  be  additions  to  the 
equipment  continuously  throughout  the  winter. 

The  railroads  have  faced  unusual  conditions  during  the  past  three 
months.  The  tonnage  which  they  have  been  called  upon  to  haul  is  unquestion¬ 
ably  the  heaviest  in  their  history,  and  has  even  exceeded  their  most  extrav¬ 
agant  expectations.  The  extensive  crops  have  been  a  factor  that  has  absorbed 
more  attention  than  that  of  any  other  commodity  in  an  effort  to  get  them 
to  market  or  storage  in  seasonable  time. 

There  is  another  feature  which  has  had  an  influence  on  the  situation. 
The  yellow  fever  scare  in  the  south  tied  up  a  vast  number  of  cars,  which  were 
not  released  until  recently.  Practically,  these  were  out  of  service  for 
several  months,  and  the  transportation  of  commodities  to  southern  markets 
was  held  up  during  that  time.  As  soon  as  conditions  would  warrant,  southern 
consignees  began  to  demand  the  prompt  movement  of  freight  to  them,  and 
there  was  a  large  tonnage  to  be  handled  to  that  territory.  Southern  railroads 
had  the  cars  in  their  territory,  and  they  have  held  on  to  them. 

As  a  result  of  the  extreme  shortage  of  railroad  equipment  in  the  coal 
trade,  speculation  has  become  apparent  in  some  quarters.  Some  shippers  of 
coal  are  holding  cars  on  the  track  for  the  purpose  of  securing  an  advance 
in  price  on  the  product  and  are  delaying  the  movement  unnecessarily  in  order 
to  profit  thereby.  The  railroads  will  be  justified  in  taking  any  action  which 
will  curb  this  desire  to  speculate  and  further  cripple  them  in  the  movement 
of  coal.  One  plan  adopted  by  a  western  road  is  to  hold  the  operator  responsi¬ 
ble  for  the  prompt  unloading  of  cars  at  destination.  So  long  as  the  operator 
has  loaded  cars  on  the  track  at  the  terminals,  these  loads  will  count  against 
his  empty  supply  at  the  mines  and  he  will  not  secure  his  usual  quota  of  cars. 
This  will  have  a  tendency  to  force  more  prompt  unloading  so  far  as  the  op¬ 
erators  can  control  the  disposition  of  the  product  when  it  reaches  destination. 

The  car  situation  is  of  such  a  serious  nature  that  railroad  officials  are 
justified  in  taking  any  action  which  will  bring  about  an  improvement,  even 
though  individuals  occasionally  suffer.  Very  little  responsibility  can  be  at¬ 
tached  to  them  for  existing  conditions.  Consignees  are  to  blame  to  a  large 
extent,  because  they  did  not  take  warning  from  the  information  conveyed 
to  them  of  future  troubles  two  or  three  months  ago  and  crowd  forward  con¬ 
signments  of  freight  when  it  could  be  moved.  Facing  a  stringency  in  trans¬ 
portation,  however,  it  is  up  to  the  railroads  now  to  do  the  best  they  can  to 
relieve  it 
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A  Prominent  Cincinnati  Coal  Man 


C.  R.  Moriarty,  manager  of  the  Cincinnati 
office  of  the  Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  is  one  of  the 
youngest  men  in  the  coal  business,  but  he  has 
had  an  unusually  wide  and  varied  experience. 
He  entered  the  realms  of  the  coal  trade  last 
spring  well  qualified  to  hold  his  own  and  is  more 
than  making  good  in  his  new  and  responsible 
position. 

Although  he  is  now  but  thirty-five  years  of 


age,  he  spent  twenty  years  in  the  railroad  busi¬ 
ness,  and  has  filled  every  position  from  that  of 
messenger  boy  to  superintendent.  For  fourteen 
years  he  was  in  the  service  of  the  Chesapeake 
&  Ohio  railroad,  and  at  the  time  he  resigned 
he  held  the  high  position  of  assistant  superin- 


O’Gara  Coal  Co. 

On  Wednesday  of  this  week  the  new  O’Gara 
Coal  Co.,  which  was  incorporated  early  in  the 
spring  for  the  purpose  of  taking  over  twelve 
mines  in  the  Harrisburg  (Ill.)  field  and  which 
purchased  50,000  acres  of  coal  land  in  that  terri¬ 
tory,  began  its  business  existence.  Coincident 
with  the  commencement  of  business  by  this  com¬ 
pany,  O’Gara,  King  &  Co.  ceased  to  exist  as  an 
active  factor  in  the  coal  trade  of  Chicago  and 
the  west.  This  coal  company  was  organized  in 
May,  1897,  and  was  the  sales  agency  for  twelve 
mines  located  in  West  Virginia,  Ohio,  Indiana 
and  Illinois,  the  ownership  of  the  mines  resting 
with  T.  J.  O’Gara  individually.  With  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  O’Gara  Coal  Co.  the  business  of 
O’Gara,  King  &  Co.  was  purchased  by  the  new 
corporation  outright,  and  the  former  becomes  the 
selling  agency  for  all  the  mines  taken  over  _  in 
southern  Illinois,  as  well  as  the  mines  which 
Mr.  O’Gara  owns  personally,  he  continuing  to 
retain  the  ownership  of  these  properties. 

The  O’Gara  Coal  Co.  will  be  one  of  the  most 
important  factors  in  the  western  trade,  although 
at  present  it  is  not  getting  a  maximum  produc¬ 
tion  from  the  mines,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Big 
Four  railroad  has  not  completed  the  betterments 
along  its  right  of  way.  Rapid  progress  is  being 
made  in  completing  these  improvements,  however. 


tendent,  being  the  youngest  man  that  ever  held 
that  position  on  the  road.  He  had  charge  of  the 
main  line  of  this  road  from  Russell  to  Handley, 
and  had  charge  of  the  Kanawha  coal  district. 

It  was  while  in  this  position  that  he  learned 
much  of  the  coal  business,  and  gained  experience 
that  is  now  so  valuable  to  him  and  his  com¬ 
pany.  Mr.  Moriarty  has  a  most  pleasing  per¬ 
sonality,  and  has,  in  an  unusual  degree,  the 


ability  of  making  friends.  He  is  popular  among 
railroad  men  and  is  now  making  many  new 
friends  in  the  coal  trade.  He  took  charge  of 
the  Cincinnati  business  of  the  Kanawha  Fuel 
Co.  last  March,  since  which  time  he  has  made 
Cincinnati  his  home. 


Begins  Business. 

and  by  the  first  of  the  year  this  company  will 
be  producing  a  large  tonnage  from  these  prop¬ 
erties. 

Will  Sell  Output  of  Many  Mines. 

In  addition  to  acting  as  sales  agent  for  the 
thirteen  mines  in  southern  Illinois,  this  company 
will  also  be  selling  agent  for  one  mine  owned 
in  West  Virginia,  four  in  Ohio,  four  in  Indiana 
and  three  in  the  Springfield  district  of  Illinois. 
This  will  supply  an  immense  tonnage,  the  com¬ 
pany  having  the  exclusive  sale  of  the  output  of 
twenty-five  mines  in  the  four  states  mentioned. 

In  the  Harrisburg  field  three  mines  already 
have  been  taken  over  by  the  new  company  and 
are  now  being  operated  by  it,  while  it  is  the 
expectation  that  eventually  three  additional  prop¬ 
erties  will  be  included.  This  tonnage  can  be  in¬ 
creased  as  rapidly  as  necessity  demands,^  owing 
to  the  immense  acreage  of  virgin  coal  which  will 
be  owned  by  the  new  company. 

The  executive  officials  of  the  O’Gara  Coal  Co. 
have  been  elected  and  are  as  follows :  President 
and  General  Manager,  T.  J.  O’Gara;  Treasurer, 
Walter  B.  Kerr;  Secretary,  James  E.  Ward. 
The  new  company  will  start  out  under  the  most 
auspicious  of  conditions  and  it  is  predicted  that 
it  will  meet  with  much  success. 


Entertains  Coal  Delegates. 

F.  N.  Pease,  southwestern  sales  agent,  and 
J.  T.  Leath  of  Williams  &  Peters,  Bedford  build 
ing,  Chicago,  entertained  eastern  delegates  from 
the  line  of  the  Erie  railroad  to  the  meeting  of  the 
International  Council  held  in  Chicago  last  week, 
in  a  manner  which  can  not  fail  to  give  these  coal 
men  a  very  good  impression  of  the  west  and 
particularly  the  hospitalitv  of  this  coal  company. 
The  entertainment  consisted  of  a  trip  through 
the  bores  of  the  Illinois  Tunnel  Co.,  under  the 
streets  of  Chicago,  dinner  at  the  Calumet  club 
and  an  evening  spent  at  the  Auditorium  theater, 
where  “Humpty  Dumpty”-  was  witnessed.  Dur¬ 
ing  all  these  various  hospitable  events,  the  party 
was  under  the  personal  direction  of  Mr.  Pease 
and  Mr.  Leath,  both  of  whom  are  royal  enter¬ 
tainers. 

The  guests  of  the  company  met  Friday  at  two 
o’clock  at  the  Great  Northern  hotel  and  de¬ 
scended  into  the  tunnel  at  the  general  offices  of 
the  Tunnel  Co.  at  77  Monroe  street,  passing  uiKlcr 
the  city  to  the  Heyworth  building,  Madison 
street  and  Wabash  avenue.  The  trip  was  an 
interesting  one  to  the  eastern  coal  men  and  was 
thoroughly  enjoyed.  After  the  exit  from  the  tun¬ 
nels  an  inspection  trip  was  made  to  the  Chicago 
Athletic  club,  where  the  visitors  were  extended 
all  the  hospitality  of  this  famous  social  organi¬ 
zation. 

Dinner  at  the  Calumet  Club. 

The  party  then  disbanded,  but  met  again  at 
the  Great  Northern  hotel  at  six  o’clock  and  went 
from  there  to  the  Calumet  club,  where  they  were 
entertained  with  an  elaborate  dinner.  Following 
the  discussion  of  the  menu,  a  number  of  congrat¬ 
ulatory  speeches  were  made,  which  were  re¬ 
sponded  to  by  Mr.  Pease  and  Mr.  Leath.  The 
evening  was  rounded  out  by  witnessing  the  elab¬ 
orate  presentation  of  “Humpty  Dumpty”  at  the 
Auditorium,  which  was  thoroughly  enjoyed.  It 
was  toward  midnight  when  the  party  broke  up. 
and  those  who  were  members^  of  it  were  loud  in 
their  praise  of  the  manner  in  which  they  had 
been  taken  care  of  and  the  genial  hospitality 
which  has  been  extended  them.  Those  in  the 
party  were  as  follows :  W.  F.  Endress,  president 
of  the  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  Retail  Coal 
Association,  Jamestown,  New  York;  C.  E.  Hal- 
sted,  treasurer  of  the  New  England  Retail  Asso¬ 
ciation,  Springfield,  Mass.;  George  H.  Mitchell, 
secretary  of  the  New  York  and  Pennsylvania 
Retail  Coal  Association,  Mill  Village,  New  York; 
Robert  Lake,  president  of  the  Indiana  and  Mich¬ 
igan  Association,  Jackson,  Mich.;  L.  Waldo 
Thompson,  president  of  the  Illinois  and  Wiscon¬ 
sin  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  Beloit,  Wis. ; 
O.  W.  Sears,  Binghamton,  New  York;  W.  R. 
Batchelor,  secretary  New  England  Association, 
Boston,  Mass.;  J.  C.  Hay,  Listowell,  Ontario; 
George  Stickney,  Buffalo,  N.  Y ;  J.  A.  Hughes, 
Jamestown,  N.  Y.;  J.  A.  Raeburn,  Washington, 
D.  C. ;  B.  U.  Taylor,  Olean,  N.  Y.;  J.  S.  Baldwin, 
Elmira,  N.  Y. ;  C.  B.  Mather,  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  and 
F.  N.  Hamilton,  New  York. 


Beech  Creek  Tonnage. 

Coal  originating  on  the  Beech  Creek  railroad, 
of  the  New  York  Central  lines  for  the  week¬ 
ending  October  seventh  amounted  to  179,351  tons, 
making  the  total  to  that  date  this  year  6.835.031 
tons  as  compared  with  5,482,365  tons  for  the 
same  period  last  year.  Coke  shipments  for  the 
same  week  were  1,977  tons,  or  a  total  of  67,426 
for  the  year  as  against  19,997  tons  for  the  same 
period  in  1904. 

Coal  movement  over  this  road  for  the  week 
ending  October  twenty-first  amounted  to  170.969 
tons,  a  total  of  that  date  for  the  year  of  7.181,702 
tons  as  compared  with  5,805.366  tons  in  1904. 
an  increase  of  1,376,336  tons.  Coke  tonnage  for 
the  same  week  was  1.532.  making  a  total  of 
70,254,  as  a.gainst  21,266  tons  in  1904.  an  increase 
of  48,988  tons,  or  over  200  per  cent. 

The  St.  Paul  &.  Western  Coal  Co.,  the  pioneer 
with  docks  at  Superior,  Wis.,  has  completed  ne¬ 
gotiations  by  which  its  dock  capacity  will  be  ma¬ 
terially  increased.  The  tract  purchased  consists 
of  a  frontage  of  1,300  feet,  south  of,  and  adjoin¬ 
ing,  the  present  dock  property.  It  is  the  intention 
to  begin  work  on  the  improvements  at  an  early 
date. 
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Death  of  Chas.  J.  Devlin. 

Chas.  J.  Devlin,  the  well-known  western  coal 
operator  and  banker,  died  at  two  o’clock  Wednes¬ 
day  of  this  week  at  St.  Elizabeth’s  hospital  in 
Chicago.  Mr.  Devlin  had  spent  three  months 
traveling  in  Europe  in  an  effort  to  regain  his 
health,  which  had  been  failing  him  since  his 
financial  troubles  in  July,  and  was  returning  to 
Topeka,  Kas.,  to  rehalnlitate  his  fortune  and  re-^ 
pay  his  creditors. 

Mr.  Devlin  at  one  time  was  at  the  head  of 
twenty-six  different  corporations  in  the  west 
and  was  one  of  the  largest  coal  operators  in  the 
country.  For  some  time  he  had  been  a  victim 
of  melancholia,  but  his  mind  cleared  greatly  upon 
his  arrival  at  New  York  last  week  and  he  in¬ 
sisted  upon  starting  immediately  for  Chicago  to 
hold  a  conference  with  his  friends.  Upon  his 
arrival  in  this  city  he  established  himself  at  the 
St.  Elizabeth  hospital,  which  institution  had  re¬ 
ceived  numerous  benefactions  at  his  hands.  His 
friends  were  notified  to  meet  him  there,  but  upon 
their  arrival  he  was  in  a  serious  condition. 

Among  those  who  were  at  the  hospital  with 
him  when  death  came  were  Mrs.  H.  J.  Miller,  his 
wife’s  mother;  J.  E.  Porterfield  of  Spring  Valley, 
his  brother-in-law,  his  wife  and  three  children. 
At  eleven  o’clock  Tuesday  morning  Mr.  Devlin 
was  talking  cheerfully  to  his  wife  and  daughter, 


Blossom,  when  suddenly  he  fell  to  the  floor  in 
a  faint.  Dr.  A.  F.  Kramps,  76  Union  place,  who 
is  an  old  friend  of  the  Devlin  family,  was  sum¬ 
moned.  It  was  evident  at  once  that  the  end  was 
at  hand.  At  four  o’clock  the  patient  suffered 
another  hemorrhage  and  became  unconscious. 
He  died  ten  hours  later. 

Was  a  Self-Made  Man. 

Mr.  Devlin  was  a  self-made  man,  and  it  was 
one  of  his  boasts  that  he  had  never  had  a  vaca¬ 
tion,  but  was  at  his  desk  every  day  from  morning 
till  night.  His  story  is  the  rise  of  a  newsboy 
to  a  captain  of  industry.  He  was  born  in  St, 
Louis  fifty-two  years  ago  and  was  of  poor  Irish 
parentage.  When  he  arrived  at  the  age  of  ten 
years  his  father  died,  and  this  compelled  the 
young  boy  to  seek  for  work.  After  doing  odd 
jobs  for  a  few  years  he  secured  a  position  as 
clerk  in  a  coal  mine.  This  gave  him  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  study  civil  engineering  at  night.  Two 
years  later  Devlin  was  made  manager  of  the 
mine,  and  in  that  capacity  became  acquainted 
with  the  large  fa'ctors  in  the  coal  industry. 

When  a  syndicate  came  along  and  bought  up 
the  coal  fields  in  LaSalle  county,  Devlin  moved 
to  new  territory,  and  it  was  here  the  foundation 


of  his  fortune  was  laid.  He  was  the  first  mayor 
elected  at  Spring  Valley,  Ill.,  which  in  five  years 
had  a  population  of  5,000.  Through  his  influence 
$3,000,000  was  invested  by  W.  S.  Scott  and  a 
number  of  eastern  capitalists  in  the  coal  fields 
at  that  point. 

In  1880  Mr.  Devlin  was  made  manager  of  the. 
fuel  properties  of  the  Santa  Fe  railroad.  After 
the  receivership  of  this  road,  ten  vears  ago,  it 
leased  its  coal  properties  to  him,  and  his  career 
was  then  begun  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years. 

At  the  time  of  the  strike  in  1897  Mr.  Devlin’s 
influence  with  his  men  was  strongly  felt.  After 
he  failed  there  was  a  movement  among  them  to 
take  up  a  collection  of  $10  a  man  and  reimburse 
him.  During  the  strike  Mr.  Devlin  made  money 
rapidly  as  a  result  of  retaining  his  old  employes, 
but  later  on,  after  the  strike  was  settled,  he 
suffered  great  losses  as  a  result  of  the  price  war. 

Companies  Which  He  Controlled. 

Among  the  companies  controlled  by  Mr.  Devlin 
up  to  last  July  were;  The  Mt.  Carmel  Coal  Co., 
the  Marquette  Third  Vein  Coal  Co.  and  the 
Devlin-Miller  Coal  Co.,  together  with  many  oth¬ 
ers.  Mr.  Devlin  filed  a  petition  in  bankruptcy 
July  sixth,  and  after  the  appointment  of  receivers 
sailed  for  Europe  to  recover  his  health.  The  life 
insurance  carried  by  Mr.  Devlin  aggregated 
$1,231, .500.  Following  is  a  list  of  the  more  im¬ 
portant  companies  and  their  respective  amounts : 
Mutual  Life,  $300,000;  New  York  Life,  $175,500; 
Northwestern  Life,  $70,000;  Fidelity  Mutual,  $60,- 
000;  Equitable  Life,  $57,000;  Phoenix  Life,  $55,- 
000;  Pennsylvania  Mutual,  $50,000;  Connecticut 
Mutual,  $50,000;  State  Mutual,  $50,000;  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Mutual,  $50,000;  Union  Central,  $50,000; 
Germania  I.ife,  $50,000;  Provident  Life,  $55,000. 

Mr.  Devlin  was  an  able  business  man,  and  it 
was  only  through  his  illness  that  the  crash  came 
this  year.  He  had  the  respect  of  a  wide  circle 
of  business  associates,  including  some  of  the  most 
prominent  capitalists  in  the  country,  and  was 
loved  and  respected  by  a  large  army  of  employes. 
During  his  days  of  prosperity  he  was  extremely 
liberal  in  his  charities  and  all  through  the  west 
stories  are  told  of  large  sums  given  unostenta¬ 
tiously,  but  where  they  would  bring  benefit  to 
suffering  humanity. 


Southern  Coal  Conditions. 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  Nov.  2. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — There  appears  to  be  an  improve¬ 
ment  in  both  the  wholesale  and  retail  depart¬ 
ments  in  this  market  and  in  other  southern  cities 
of  the  Mississippi  valley.  While  extensive  min¬ 
ing  development  is  going  on  in  eastern  Tennessee 
and  northern  Alabama  on  one  hand,  big  local  or¬ 
ganizations  and  corporations  more  than  local  in 
coal  circles,  are  being  put  into  the  field  in  other 
portions  of  the  south.  Prices  seem  to  have  a 
strengthening  tendency  now  and  next  month  un¬ 
doubtedly  will  see  some  advances.  Salesmen 
Jrom  the  mining  districts  are  waiting  upon  the 
Memphis  trade  with  much  frequency.  All  quar¬ 
antine  restrictions  are  removed  and  residents 
who  were  away  for  the  summer  are  returning  to 
build  fires. 

R.  L.  Brown,  of  the  Brown  Coal  Co.,  of  this 
city,  is  spending  a  few  days  in  the  mining  dis¬ 
trict  of  Alabama.  He  recently  made  a  trip  among 
the  mines  in  Kentucky. 

When  asked  about  conditions  in  the  Memphis 
territory,  the  Brown  Coal  Co.  said  to  The  Black 
Diamond  correspondent ;  “Prices  of  coal  in  the 
wholesale  department  are  advancing  some.  The 
movement  is  slow  on  account  of  difficulties  at¬ 
tendant  upon  getting  cars.  In  retail  lines  there 
have  been  no  advances  yet.  This  branch  of  the 
trade  is  quite  good  and  coal  is  moving  freely.’’ 

Interviews  With  the  Dealers. 

Hunt  &  Bro.,  in  the  Porter  building,  who  are 
also  interested  in  both  the  wholesale  and  retail 
branch  of  the  trade,  said ;  “Our  wholesale  busi¬ 
ness  in  coal  is  very  good,  comparatively  better 
than  last  year.  We  are  running  ahead  of  1904 
in  the  volume  of  our  business.  The  demand 
for  coal  is  very  fair  and  prices  are  about  the 
same  as  they  have  been.  A  slight  advance  in 
prices  is  expected  in  November.  October  prices 
have  been  running  along  on  a  summer  basis.  The 
retail  business  has  been  dragging  more  or  less  on 
account  of  the  quarantine  which  was  recently 
raised.  Right  now  the  demand  is  becoming  quite 


brisk.  The  greatest  trouble  we  are  having  now 
is  in  getting  cars  at  the  mines.” 

The  Southern  Tidewater  Co.  is  a  large  coal 
syndicate  incorporated  at  Dover,  Del.,  on  Oc¬ 
tober  twenty-fifth,  with  a  capital  of  $2,500,000. 
This  company  will  spend  over  $300,000  on  the 
river  front  at  Memphis  on  property  and  improve¬ 
ments.  The  new  corporation  will  have  river  fa¬ 
cilities  at  Cairo,  Memphis,  New  Orleans,  Vicks¬ 
burg,  Greenville  and  other  river  points  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  its  coal  station  at  Uniontown,  Ky.,  where 
it  owns  mines  with  a  daily  output  of  about  1,000 
tons.  Extensive  sheds  will  be  erected  in  Mem¬ 
phis  and  the  company  will  operate  here  on  a  large 
scale.  The  incorporators  are;  John  Tevis,  Lou¬ 
isville,  Ky. ;  M.  F.  McGhee  and  Thomas  A.  Tay¬ 
lor,  of  Memphis;  A.  J.  Campbell,  Colliersville, 
Tenn.,  and  D.  F.  Cameron,  St.  Louis.  It  is  ne¬ 
gotiating  for  420  feet  of  property  fronting  on  the 
river.  The  officers  were  elected  Saturday  at  a 
meeting  of  the  directors  held  at  the  Gayosa  ho¬ 
tel,  Memphis.  They  are;  John  T.  Tevis,  presi¬ 
dent  ;  M.  S.  McGhee,  vice-president ;  Thos.  A. 
Taylor,  second  vice-president  and  general  man¬ 
ager,  and  D.  S.  Satterwhite,  of  Louisville,  secre¬ 
tary. 

New  Railroad  Projects. 

Over  at  Nashville  it  has  been  formally  an¬ 
nounced  by  the  officials  of  the  two  roads  that  the 
Illinois  Central  and  the  Southern  railway  will 
enter  the  city  over  the  northern  and  eastern 
trackage  respectively  of  the  Tennessee  Central. 
Presidents  Stuyvesant  Fish,  Samuel  Spencer  and 
other  officials  and  directors  of  the  roads  have 
visited  Nashville  the  past  few  days  and  an¬ 
nounced  their  plans  to  the  citizens  and  commer¬ 
cial  bodies.  The  Frisco  railroad  is  said  to  be  ne¬ 
gotiating  for  some  sort  of  an  entrance  by  way  of 
Joppa,  Ill.,  and  Paducah,  Ky.,  but  as  yet  this  is 
merely  supposition.  All  shipping  interests  will 
profit  very  much  by  these  railroad  developments 
at  Nashville. 

Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

Reported  by  W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  ship  and 
steamship  brokers.  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York.  The  freight  market  remains  strong;  in 
fact,  there  was  a  still  further  advance  in  general 
cargo  rates  on  Saturday  last,  and  tonnage  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  very,  very  scarce. 

The  only  recent  coal  charter  worthy  of  note 
was  the  fixture  of  the  steamer  Fortuna,  about 
4,300  tons  coal  capacity,  to  load  at  Norfolk  for 
Curacao  at  $2.00,  charterers  paying  the  foreign 
port  charges  and  guaranteeing  the  stevedoring 
for  discharging  at  ten  cents  a  ton,  November 
loading,  this  fixture  being  twenty  cents  a  ton 
higher  than  recent  charters  for  similar  business 
made  a  couple  of  weeks  ago. 

The  active  demand  for  tonnage  to  take  general 
cargo  to  Brazil  and  the  River  Plate  has  ad¬ 
vanced  freight  quotations  in  this  direction  very 
considerably,  and  Mediterranean  coal  now  has 
to  compete  with  cotton  to  that  destination.  As 
the  demand  for  tonnage  to  take  case  oil  to  the 
far  east  is  not  as  active  as  it  was  recently,  this 
should  make  it  easier  to  secure  steamers  to  take 
coal  in  that  direction. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows;  $1.50@1.75  to  Havana  or  Matanzas; 
$2.00@2.25  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua ;  $1. 80(7?!. 90  to 
Cienfuegos;  $1.90@2.00  to  Daiquiri;  $2.00  to 
Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $2.00  to  St.  Thomas; 
$2.10  to  St.  Lucia;  $2.00@2.10  to  Barbados;  $1.55 
(all. 60  to  Kingston;  $1.S0@2.00  to  Colon;  $2.(XI  to 
Vera  Cruz;  $2.00  to  Tampico;  15@17s  to  Buenos 
Ayres;  16@19s  to  Rosario;  16(gl8s  to  Rio;  ^7(n) 
19s  to  Santos;  12s6d@13s6d  to  a  direct  port  in 
the  Mediterranean,  not  east  of  the  west  coast  of 
Italy,  Spain  excluded ;  $4.75@5.00  and  discharged 
to  Manila;  $5.00(g!5.25  to  Japanese  ports. 

Pennsylvania  Shipments. 

The  Penn.sylvania  railroad’s  statement  of  the 
coal  and  coke  originating  on  its  lines  east  of 
Pittsburg  and  Erie  for  the  week  ended  October 
twentv-first,  with  comparisons,  follows ; 

1905.  1905.  1904. 

Week  ending  Year  to  Year  to 
Oct.  21.  Oct.  21.  Oct.  22. 

Short  tons — 


.Anthracite  .  81.0S4  3.647,170  3,597.045 

Bituminous  . 636.953  23.619.364  21,667,846 

Coke  . 237,294  8.847,101  6,835,290 


Total  . 955,331  36,113,635  32,100,181 
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Office  of  T he  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  Nov.  2. 

There  is  no  cessation  in  the  demand  for  an¬ 
thracite  and  the  requirements  are  of  much  greater 
proportions  than  was  expected  by  any  one  in  the 
trade.  There  is  no  way  by  which  the  amount  of 
additional  business  offered  for  shipment  which 
has  not  been  filled  can  be  estimated  accurately  as 
to  quantity,  due  to  the  uncertain  car  supply  avail¬ 
able  at  practically  all  the  mines,  limiting  delivery 
on  orders,  and  preventing  the  acceptance  of  new 
business.  The  wide  distribution  of  coal  to  the 
various  localities,  some  of  it  going  to  a  great 
distance  and  on  foreign  lines,  for  some  time  past, 
has  had  the  effect  of  reducing  the  number  of 
cars  that  could  be  depended  on  for  loading  at 
the  collieries.  This  varies  with  different  pro¬ 
ducing  interests,  and  in  some  instances  a  full  day 
can  not  be  worked,  curtailing  the  current  output, 
reducing  the  loading  capacity  to  almost  half  of 
normal. 

That  the  car  shortage  is  not  likely  to  improve 
in  the  near  future  is  generally  believed,  as  with 
heavy  traffic  on  all  rail  lines,  foreign  roads  are 
retaining  equipment  much  longer  than  usual, 
which  is  greatly  interfering  with  the  movement 
of  tonnage  that  has  accumulated  in  shippers’ 
hands.  All  producers  report  a  volume  of  busi¬ 
ness  in  excess  of  former  years,  calling  for  more 
coal  in  certain  grades  than  possibly  can  be 
shipped.  In  order  to  lessen  the  tension  on  some 
sizes,  stocks  are  being  picked  up  from  the  most 
convenient  storage  points,  and  these  stores  in 
some  instances  are  being  rapidly  depleted.  It  is 
said  that  the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  which  had 
stocked  a  large  quantity  of  buckwheat  at  its  piers 
at  South  Amboy,  has  commenced  loading  this 
coal  to  supply  the  demand  in  excess  of  mine 
shipments. 

Pea  Coal  Is  Most  Active. 

While  this  is  true  of  most  of  the  other  com¬ 
panies,  as  to  the  finer  sizes,  pea  coal  is  develop¬ 
ing  a  demand  that  is  unprecedented  in  the  history 
of  the  trade.  For  years  it  always  has  been  the 
one  size  that  dragged  in  the  market,  but  today, 
without  exception,  it  is  short  of  actual  require¬ 
ments,  and  there  are  no  signs  .of  an  abatement  in 
the  demand. 

The  domestic  sizes  are  moving  off  quite  freely, 
and  in  no  case  is  there  any  surplus.  In  fact, 
some  stock  coal  in  these  grades  is  being  used  for 


filling  orders  that  show  urgency.  Egg,  and  in  a 
few  cases  nut,  are  in  better  supply  than  other 
sizes  of  prepared  coal,  although  these  are  not 
heavy,  and  shippers  are  glad  of  the  reserve,  to 
help  out  with  later  in  the  season.  Shipments  to 
tide-water  ports  are  steadily  improving,  and  the 
demand  for  cargoes  is  showing  an  increased 
activity.  This  was  expected  with  better  coal 
consuming  weather,  and  is  likely  to  improve  still 
further  as  the  season  advances.  * 

The  greatest  activity  prevails  in  the  all-rail 
business,  however,  which  is  remarkable,  not  only 
in  quantity,  but  the  constancy  of  the  demand.  Or¬ 
ders  from  all  quarters  are  coming  in  faster  than 
they  can  be  filled  and  the  trade  is  offering 
premiums  on  pea  and  No.  1  buckwheat  at  the 
mines  for  individual  coal,  in  order  to  insure 
prompt  delivery.  It  is  thought  that  a  consider¬ 
able  percentage  of  this  trade  is  stocking  up  for 
next-  .spring,  preferring  the  fine  sizes,  including 
pea,  which  are  comparatively  cheaper  to  carry 
over.  If  there  is  a  strike  these  coals  will  be 
used  instead  of  the  domestic  sizes,  whereas  if 
peace  is  maintained  the  value  of  this  fine  fuel 
will  remain  the  same  and  no  loss  will  be  sus¬ 
tained. 

No  Abatement  in  Bituminous  Demand. 

The  strong  market  that  has  prevailed  in  the 
Atlantic  seaboard  bituminous  coal  trade  con¬ 
tinues  without  interruption.  In  some  localities, 
where  a  cheaper  grade  of  coal  is  produced,  there 
may  have  been  a  slight  weakening  in  prices  dur¬ 
ing  the  week,  but  this  has  had  no  effect  on  the 
general  market,  which  remains  very  firm.  The 
car  supply  continues  to  be  the  chief  feature  in 
regulating  the  output,  restricting  it  to  the  number 
of  cars  allowed  to  go  to  the  operations. 

Some  individuals  are  cut  down  in  their  supply 
to  twenty-five  and  fifty  per  cent  of  their  require¬ 
ments,  though  this  does  not  apply  to  all  pro¬ 
ducers,  as  some  seem  to  be  receiving  close  to 
their  mine  capacity.  These  latter  are  making  no 
complaint,  being  thankful  that  the  situation  is  no 
worse.  The  embargoes  to  certain  foreign  roads 
continue,  and  some  buyers  are  of  the  opinion  that 
it  is  not  wholly  unsatisfactory  to  receive  a  pro¬ 
portion  of  coal  via  the  nearest  tidewater  ports. 
This  trade  often  receives  better  service  by  water, 
and  the  charges  can'  be  paid  direct  instead  of  di¬ 
viding  them  up  between  different  roads  v/hen 
shipped  all-rail.  Present  embargoes  are  likely  to 


continue  until  the  pressure  for  coal  is  materially 
reduced  or  entirely  removed,  although  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  that  the  through  long  haul  on  all-rail  busi¬ 
ness  is  permanent  and  will  show  an  increased 
tonnage  from  year  to  year. 

Vessel  owners  outside  of  the  producing  and 
leading  vessel  owners  have  regarded  the  water 
transportation  situation  with  interest  for  several 
years,  and  while  the  yearly  contract  rate  on  coal 
has  been  reduced  to  a  minimum  of  profit,  yet  they 
feel  that  the  long  haul  on  all-rail  shipments  can  not 
put  them  entirely  out  of  business.  This  attitude 
of  mind  has  a  tendency  to  maintain  the  water 
service,  for  which  more  boats  are  being  built 
from  time  to  time. 

Far  East  Demand  Is  Strong. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  continues  strong,  and 
all  shippers  have  an  abundance  of  orders,  with  a 
comparatively  large  proportion  of  this  business 
coming  from  early  ice  making  ports,  apparently 
in  an  effort  to  get  an  additional  last  cargo.  Along 
the  sound,  the  trade  is  taking  in  practically  all 
the  coal  it  can  get,  and  the  requirements  are  in 
e.xcess  of  the  tonnage  available.  The  principal 
ports  in  the  sound  are  still  hampered  by  deficient 
discharging  facilities,  which  is  causing  long  de¬ 
lays  to  vessels  desiring  a  berth,  extending  the 
time  of  waiting  to  ten  days  and  upward.  Rail¬ 
roads  are  promising  no  relief,  as  they  say  the 
strike  of  the  iron  workers  continues,  and  in  con¬ 
sequence  all  must  suffer  alike. 

New  York  harbor  seems  to  be  receiving  a  bet¬ 
ter  supply  of  coal  on  certain  grades,  which,  how¬ 
ever,  is  absorbed  quickly  with  prices  holding 
fairly  firm.  On  the  cheaper  grades  the  figures 
range  at  $2.55@2.60  per  ton,  while  the  regular 
steam  coals  command  $2.90@2.95  f.  o.  b.  the 
shipping  ports.  The  all-rail  trade  is  taking  on  all 
the  coal  that  can  be  shipped,  or  that  is  allowed 
to  go  to  that  territory,  producers  cutting  ton¬ 
nage  down  in  favor  of  tidewater  shipments.  Car 
supply  is  short  and  apparently  is  affected  by  lo¬ 
cality.  Transportation  from  the  mines  is  variable, 
but  fairly  good.  In  the  coastwise  vessel  market 
small  craft  is  in  short  supply,  while  large  vessels 
are  plentiful. 

We  quote  rates  from  Philadelphia  as  follows : 
Boston,  Salem,  Portland,  80c;  Lynn,  Newbury- 
port,  Gardiner  and  Bangor,  $1.00 ;  Saco  and 
Gloucester,  $1.05@$1.10;  Portsmouth  and  Bath, 
85c;  sound  ports,  70@75c;  New  York  harbor  to 
around  the  cape,  55@60c. 


Market  ^fews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  2. —  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.)- — There  is  no  longer  any  question  of  lack 
of  activity  in  either  the  anthracite  or  bituminous 
markets.  Without  the  drawback  .of  the  un¬ 
precedented  car  shortage,  business  would  be  the 
liveliest  in  years.  Not  only  is  regular  trade 
strong  and  eager,  but  new  business  is  being  con¬ 
stantly  developed.  The  demand  for  all  grades  of 
coal  is  unusually  heavy  for  this  season  of  the 
year,  and  with  the  cold  weather  at  hand  there  is 
no  probability  of  a  let  up  in  the  near  future. 

Local  retail  trade  was  never  in  better  condi¬ 
tion  than  at  the  present  time.  All  the  big  deal¬ 
ers  are  rushed  to  the  limit  of  their  delivery  ca¬ 
pacity  and  the  “little  fellows,”  of  whom  Buffalo 
has  an  innumerable  host,  are  making  good. 
While  the  shortage  of  cars  has  seriously  affected 
lake  and  line  order  business,  the  local  people 
have  been  well  cared  for  by  the  sales  agents,  the 
retail  trestles  being  kept  well  supplied  with  all 
sizes.  Even  the  usual  shortage  in  nut  has  not 
been  felt  as  yet.  In  conversation  with  a  prom¬ 
inent  local  dealer  concerning  existing  conditions, 
he  said: 

Retail  Buying  Is  Heavy. 

“Of  course,  while  the  car  shortage  has  not  yet 
affected  our  business,  it  is  bound  to  do  so  if  the 
trouble  continues,  and  the  consumer,  realizing 
this,  is  anxious  to  lay  in  his  stock  before  any 
trouble  occurs.  Another  reason  is  that  at  the 
time  the  coal  dealers  held  their  recent  meeting 


here  the  local  papers  made  the  statement  that  one 
purpose  of  the  conference  was  to  consider  the 
question  of  advancing  prices.  Of  course,  read¬ 
ers  of  those  papers,  or  some  of  them,  were  im¬ 
pressed  by  the  idea,  and  they  are  buying  readily 
now  for  fear  that  such  a  result  may  come.  But 
there  will  be  no  advance.  The  season  promises  to 
be  one  of  the  best  in  many  years  for  the  retailers. 
There’s  no  trouble  to  sell  coal  now. 

“Bituminous  coal  shippers  in  this  city  have 
been  compelled  to  refuse  some  big  orders  within 
the  past  few  days,  owing  to  lack  of  spot  coal. 
They  say  the  car  shortage  is  growing  worse 
and  they  do  not  anticipate  relief  in  the  near  fu¬ 
ture,  in  fact,  they  have  little  hope  that  the  situa¬ 
tion  will  change  for  the  better  in  a  long  time. 
Consumers  of  fuel  coal  are  beginning  to  realize 
the  serious  handicap  suffered  by  the  dealers.” 

Incoming  shipments  of  coal  are  very  light,  but 
it  may  be  said  coal  is  still  moving.  Heavy  con¬ 
sumers  are  being  cared  for  with  small  shipments, 
each  getting  a  very  small  proportion  of  the 
amount  ordered,  thus  enabling  him  to  ward  off 
the  crisis  longer.  Vigorous  efforts  are  being  put 
forth  to  prevent  a  crisis,  but  there  now  seems  to 
be  little  doubt  but  that  it  must  come  soon,  unless 
the  railroads  hurry  with  a  liberal  supply  of  cars. 
This  applies  to  both  anthracite  and  bituminous, 
but  so  far  as  the  former  is  concerned  Buffalo 
can  be  easily  eliminated  from  the  famine  area. 
Buffalo,  fortunately,  has  a  good  supply  of  an¬ 
thracite  in  store,  estimated  as  being  sufficiently 
large  to  enable  the  dealers  to  save  the  city  from 


a  famine.  But  with  other  cities  the  situation  is 
quite  different.  West  of  Buffalo  the  large  cities 
are  likely  to  meet  some  embarrassment  before  the 
car  situation  clears  up. 

Local  men  assert  that  this  year  is  the  first  in 
the  history  of  Buffalo  that  the  car  shortage  was 
felt  so  early.  It  assumed  alarming  features  six 
weeks  ago  and  has  steadily  grown  worse. 

The  great  cry  is  for  gondola  cars,  which  the 
railroads  can’t  deliver. 

It  is  claimed  that  individual  owners  are  keeping 
their  cars  in  the  coal  region  as  much  as  possible 
and  this  adds  to  the  famine.  The  individual  own¬ 
ers  are  working  their  mines  as  hard  as  possible 
and  will  be  ready  to  ship  great  quantities  of  coal 
into  tins  district  when  cars  become  available. 

While  anthracite  prices  long  since  reached 
their  maximum  for  the  year,  bituminous  keeps 
advancing.  Pittsburg  lump  now  sells  at  $2.50@ 
2.65  at  Buffalo.  Mine  run  sells  about  ten  cents 
less,  depending  on  the  quality,  and  select  lump 
ten  cents  in  excess  of  the  above  prices.  River 
coal  that  sold  for  $2  is  now  $2.10,  the  smaller 
grades  selling  at  $2.25@2.35. 

October  Shipments  Show  Shrinkage. 

While  lake  shipments  have  been  larger  than 
expected  for  the  month  just  closed,  the  amount 
forwarded  has  been  much  less  than  would  have 
been  the  case  had  cars  been  more  in  evidence. 
With  a  strong  eastern  demand  the  operators  ap¬ 
parently  have  chosen  to  use  much  of  their  rolling 
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stock  available  in  meeting  these  requirements,  and 
the  Buffalo  district  has  suffered  accordingly. 

Total  lake  forwarding  for  October  reached 
206,155  tons,  as  against  432,870  in  1904.  October 
shipments  were  distributed  as  follows : 


Sui)crior  . 

.  20,050 

.  2,260 

.  36,680 

.  91,400 

Duluth  . 

.  28,500 

.  1,900 

.  6,100 

.  450 

.  1,850 

.  3,100 

Sault  Ste.  Marie . 

.  1,150 

.  575 

.  1,000 

.  2,000 

Tatals . . 

A  New  Railroad  Project. 

Within  two  weeks  three  construction  crews  will 
be  employed  on  the  work  of  building  the  Pitts¬ 
burg,  Binghamton  &  Eastern.  'Ihe  work  will  be 
started  from  Binghamton.  E.  W.  Sawyer,  su¬ 
perintendent  of  the  new  road,  has  gone  to  Bing¬ 
hamton  and  his  offices  already  have  been  opened. 
He  will  direct  operations  from  there.  The  first 
line  will  be  built  from  Binghamton  to  Ansonia. 

One  construction  crew  will  work  west  from 
Canton  to  Ansonia,  where  connection  is  to  be 
made  with  the  Buffalo  and  Susquehanna.  From 
Towanda,  a  second  crew  will  proceed  eastward 
and  westward  and  a  Binghamton  crew  will  work 
westward.  At  Binghamton,  the  new  road  will 
connect  with  the  Delaware  &  Hudson,  one  of 
the  leading  anthracite  roads,  but  which,  because 
of  no  connecting  road,  has  always  been  handi¬ 
capped  in  procuring  bituminous  coal. 

The  Pittsburg,  Binghamton  &  Eastern  will 
solve  that  dilemma,  for  the  Buffalo  &  Susque¬ 
hanna,  at  Ansonia,  will  deliver  bituminous  coal 
direct  from  the  Goodyear  mines  in  Clearfield 
county,  and  over  the  new  connecting  link  it  will 
be  a  comparatively  short  haul,  not  over  120  miles, 
to  deliver  the  coal  to  the  Delaware  &  Hudson. 

As  an  auxiliary  of  the  Pittsburg,  Binghamton 
&  Eastern  the  Central  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  has 
been  organized  and  several  months  ago  acquired 
a  lease  of  nearly  7,000  acres  in  Lycoming  and 
Tioga  counties,  under  which  coal  is  known  to  ex¬ 
ist.  A  branch  of  the  Pittsburg,  Binghamton  & 
Eastern  will  be  built  south  from  its  main  survey, 
tapping  this  vast  deposit  of  bituminous  coal  and 
opening  a  region  which  ten  years  ago  was  not 
known  to  contain  coal. 

Adjoining  the  territory  leased  by  the  Central 
Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  is  a  large  acreage  of  coal 
land  owned  by  Mrs.  Anna  Weightman  Walker  of 
Philadelphia  who,  up  to  this  time,  has  flatly  re¬ 
fused  to  lease.  The  coal  has  been  prospected  and 
proved  on  Mrs.  Walker’s  land,  and  her  agent  has 
endeavored  to  have  the  owner  release  the  terri¬ 
tory,  but  she  refused. 


Wagon  Prices  at  Chicago. 


ANTHRACITE. 

Grate  .  $6.50 

Stove  . 

Chestnut  .  6.75 

Egg  .  6.75 

bituminous. 

Smokeless  lump  . .  $5.25 

Smokeless  run-of-mine  .  3.75 

Hocking  lump  .  4.25 

Hocking  nut  .  3.75 

Illinois  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.25 

Indiana  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.25 

Wilmington  chunks  .  3.75 

No.  1  washed  nut . '. .  3.75 

Brazil  block  .  3.75 

Jackson  Hill  Ohio .  5.60 

Cannel  lump  .  6.25 

Smithing  .  4.75 

West  Virginia  splint .  4.50 

Gas-house  coke  .  5.50 


V 

The  Equitable  mine  at  Duquoin,  Ill.,  recently 
produced  1,388  tons  of  coal  in  eight  hours.  This 
shattered  all  records  in  the  history  of  the  coal 
industry  at  Duquoin.  In  a  few  months,  it  is 
claimed,  this  mine  will  have  a  daily  output  of 
2,000  tons  in  an  eight-hour  day. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  Nov.  2. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Speaking  in  a  general  way,  it  may 
be  said  that  the  coal  trade  here,  both  bituminous 
and  anthracite,  is  in  a  better  condition  than  it 
has  been  for  many,  many  weeks — yes,  months. 
This  is  in  spite  of  continued  car  shortage  and 
the  fact  that  while  there  has  been  chilly  weather 
there  has  been  no  real  cold  spell  yet. 

Certain  it  is  that  there  is  no  surplus  stock  of 
coal  on  hand.  Anthracite  interests,  however,  re¬ 
port  that  there  is  enough  in  stock  to  meet  present 
demands,  and  prices  are  steady,  with  a  healthy 
demand  for  all  grades  usually  required.  While, 
of  course,  the  strike  talk  has  not  altogether 
abated,  it  seems  to  have  been  laid  aside  as  a 
matter  of  no  immediate  importance  by  the  vast 
majority  of  buyers.  The  great  American  people 
are,  after  the  first  impulse,  inclined  to  look  upon 
the  bright  side  of  a  situation,  and  Baltimore  coal 
men  are  no  exception  to  the  rule.  They  prefer 
for  the  present  to  attend  to  the  present,  with  its 
fairly  prosperous  results  to  themselves,  and  let 
such  a  distant  future  as  next  April  take  care  of 
itself. 

This  feeling  among  the  coal  dealers  seems  to  be 
shared  to  a  large  extent  by  householders.  While 
thousands  have  laid  in  a  supply  of  coal  that  will 
last  all  winter,  the  tonnage  moved  thus  far  has 
not  been  very  much  heavier  than  in  years  devoid 
of  strike  talk.  Reports  from  some  other  eastern 
cities  that  householders  have  laid  in  a  couple  of 
year’s  supply  in  anticipation' of  a  great  strike  are 
not  duplicated  in  this  city.  As  a  matter  of  fact 
the  increase  that  has  come  about  in  the  matter 
of  storing  coal  early  can  be  attributed  to  general 
prosperous  conditions,  the  vast  amount  of  re¬ 
building  work  going  on  with  its  consequent  in¬ 
creased  circulation  of  money,  combined  with  a 
desire  to  get  coal  as  cheaply  as  possible  early  in 
the  season,  irrespective  of  strike  threats. 

Bituminous  Coal  Is  Higher. 

And  even  bituminous,  which  has  been  kicked 
and  cuffed  right  and  left  in  the  matter  of  prices 
for  many  a  month,  has  turned  like  the  proverbial 
worm  and  is  holding  its  head  high  and  bringing 
a  higher  price.  It  is  true  that  car  shortage, 
which  has  resulted  in  hardly  a  pound  of  bitumi¬ 
nous  being  offered  for  sale  outside  of  contracts, 
has  had  its  effect  in  booming  the  market,  but 
natural  conditions,  including  a  great  demand  for 
the  fuel,  would  have  brought  about  better  prices, 
even  were  cars  more  plentiful.  Coal  men  all  see 
better  things  for  bituminous,  and  all  are  agreed 
that  if  the  operators  themselves  will  only  keep 
away  from  an  overproduction  prices  can  be  kept 
up  pretty  well,  even  during  the  fiat  season  next 
summer. 

Cars  are  certainly  scarce.  There  is  no  denying 
that  fact.  And  it  does  not  take  long  to  sell  the 
small  amount  of  free  coal  coming  in  to  this  mar¬ 
ket.  There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  special  re¬ 
lief  for  a  long  time  to  come,  but  the  coal  rnan 
has  determined  to  make  the  best  of  the  situation, 
and,  all  in  all,  as  stated  at  the  opening  of  this 
article,  conditions  generally  in  the  trade  are  not 
so  bad. 

Campaign  Against  Short  Weight. 

The  “short-weight”  coal  dealer  has  again  been 
heard  from,  and  a  certain  class  of  the  public, 
always  ready  to  associate  even  the  “very  little” 
dealer  with  the  term  “coal,  baron,”  and  the  term 
“coal  baron”  with  that  of  “coal  robber,”  looks 
askance  at  all  the  trade.  Unfortunately,  there 
are  among  coal  men,  as  in  every  other  branch  of 
trade,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  in  every  class  and 
condition  of  humanity,  some  fellows  that  are  ever 
ready  to  take  an  unfair  advantage,  even  to  the 
point  of  downright  theft.  And  then,  again,  there 
are  men  who,  by  reason  of  careless  employes,  are 
placed  in  the  same  position  as  would  be  the  dis¬ 
honest  member  of  the  trade,  by  having  his  carts 
caught  with  short  weight.  Be  this  as  it  may,  one 
arrest  has  already  been  made,  and  the  circum¬ 
stances  were  rather  peculiar.  The  dealer  sent 
to  another  for  a  ton  of  coal  and  it  was  sent  to 
him  after  being  properly  weighed.  At  the  pur¬ 
chaser’s  yard  it  was  weighed  again,  and  as  his 
scales  showed  a  surplus  he  had  the  same  thrown 
off  and  the  rest  delivered  as  a  full  ton.  The  po¬ 


lice  magistrate,  in  view  of  the  ‘fact  that  it  was 
the  second  charge  of  the  same  kind  against  the 
dealer  within  a  few  weeks,  fined  him  $10  and  told 
him  that  if  the  offense  was  repeated  he  would 
be  more  severely  dealt  with.  As  a  matter  of 
comment  it  may  be  said  that  the  police  have  de¬ 
termined  upon  a  vigorous  short-weight  coal  cru¬ 
sade,  and  under  the  law  the  officers  can  stop 
any  coal  cart  on  the  street,  make  the  driver  go 
to  the  nearest  standard  scales,  and  if  the  coal  is 
short  have  the  dealer  arrested.  Under  such  cir¬ 
cumstances  it  behooves  each  dealer  to  see  that 
his  employes  give  absolutely  fair  weight,  as  a 
mistake  may  prove  costly  to  his  reputation. 

The  several  coal  dealers  who  are  members  of 
the  city  council  have  been  vigorously  fighting 
a  traffic  ordinance  which  would  require  all  teams 
left  standing  on  streets  where  there  are  car 
tracks  to  have  horses’  heads  turned  in  the  way 
in  which  cars  are  running.  They  argue  that  the 
ordinance  would  work  a  great  hardship  on  the 
coal  trade  and  the  outcome  is  awaited  with  in¬ 
terest. 

A  party  of  Martinsburg,  W.  Va.,  capitalists, 
composed  of  H.  H.  Emmert,  Frank  S.  Emmert, 
Dr.  A.  Andrews,  J.  William  Stewart,  John  O. 
Lewen,  W.  A.  Roush,  Allen  B.  Noll,  D.  C. 
Westenhaver  and  Edgar  B.  Stewart,  of  Morgan¬ 
town,  W.  Va.,  have  completed  a  deal  whereby 
they  sold  to  people  representing  the  Little  Kana¬ 
wha  syndicate  a  tract  of  1,100  acres  of  coal  lands 
located  in  Monongalia  county,  W.  Va.,  the 
price  being  $82,500.  The  land  was  purchased  by 
these  gentlemen  about  three  years  ago  for  $36,- 
300,  and  the  proposed  railroad  through  that  ter¬ 
ritory  enormously  enhanced  the  value.  The 
coal  was  bought  as  a  speculation  and  the  deal 
turned  out  to  be  a  profitable  one,  as  must  be 
very  evident  from  the  above  figures. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Nov.  2. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  anthracite  trade  continues  very 
brisk  and  considering  the  mild  weather,  which 
has  recently  -prevailed,  it  is  exceptionally  good. 
In  some  directions  it  is  reported  as  less  active, 
by  reason  of  the  large'  distribution  of  coal  djiring 
the  past  month,  though  trade  just  at  this  time  of 
the  year  is  always  inclined  to  be  more  or  less 
irregular,  due  to  the  uncertainty  of  winter  re¬ 
quirements.  The  general  call  keeps  up  a  constant 
demand,  which  in  the  aggregate  tonnage  exceeds 
in  volume  current  production  at  the  collieries, 
making  the  situation  active,  and  in  some  instances, 
very  uncomfortable  for  shippers,  owing  to  their 
inability  to  supply  the  descriptions  desired.  While 
mining  facilities  are  being  taxed  and  washeries 
are  being  operated  on  full  time  there  is  neverthe¬ 
less  a  shortage  of  tonnage  needed  to  fill  orders 
coming  in  daily.  This  is  attributed  to  the  reduced 
supply  of  cars  due  to  delays  of  equipment  on  for¬ 
eign  lines,  where  it  is  frequently  employed  for 
other  freight  traffic.  The  car  shortage,  which  is 
affecting  all  anthracite  carriers,  is  not  likely  to 
improve  while  the  general  commercial  activity 
continues,  and  it  is  just  possible  that  the  situa¬ 
tion  may  become  worse.  All-rail  deliveries  are 
still  urgent,  calling  for  a  large  tonnage  which 
can  not  always  be  supplied.  Orders  are  accumu¬ 
lating  regardless  of  this  condition,  buyers  evi¬ 
dently  preferring  to  place  business  ahead,  hoping 
to  secure  coal  at  an  early  date.  Tide  water  ship¬ 
ments  are  in  good  demand,  especially  to  the  ice¬ 
making  ports,  which  can  not  receive  more  than 
one,  or  possibly  two,  cargoes  before  ice  makes. 
Vessel  owners  already  are  insisting  on  ice  clauses 
and  advanced  freight  rates  for  this  class  of  busi¬ 
ness. 

Bituminous  Conditions  Are  Excellent. 

The  bituminous  coal  trade  is  now  in  excellent 
shape,  so  far  as  the  demand  and  price  of  the  prod¬ 
uct  are  concerned,  the  only  complaint  being  as  to 
a  scarcity  of  cars.  Prices  are  good  on  the  steam 
grades,  ranging  $1.25@1.50  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  cars 
at  the  mines,  according  to  quality,  or  needs  of 
the  consumer.  The  run  of  orders  for  all-rail  de¬ 
livery  is  very  heavy,  most  of  the  important  pro¬ 
ducers  being  offered  more  business  than  they  can 
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accept  owing  to  inability  to  fill  those  already  in 
hand,  the  bulk  of  this  trade  having  contracted  for 
supplies  previously.  Cars  continue  very  shorf 
with  most  shippers  and  on  occasions  there  are 
actual  shortages  of  coal  at  some  points.  Ship¬ 
ments  to  foreign  roads  are  materially  restricted  by 
the  general  embargoes  issued  by  main  line  roads 
some  time  ago,  which  are  preventing  much  coal 
from  being  shipped  to  those  points.  This  is  hav¬ 
ing  a  tendency  to  increase  the  business  to  tide 
water  points,  thence  by  vessel  to  the  most  con¬ 
venient  receiving  port  in  the  sound,  where  it  is 
reshipped  all-rail  to  destination.  No  accumula¬ 
tion  of  coal  has  occurred  at  any  of  the  shipping 
ports  for  some  time  past,  which  is  having  a  good 
effect  on  prices. 

The  vessel  market  shows  a  dearth  of  light  draft 
vessels,  while  big  craft  is  plentiful.  Boston,  Sa¬ 
lem  and  Portland  are  quoted  at  80c;  Lynn,  New- 
buryport,  Gardiner  and  Bangor,  $1.00;  Saco  $1.05 
@1.10;  Sound  ports,  70@75c;  Portsmouth  and 
Bath,  85c. 


The  ?lew  England  Trade, 

Boston,  Mass.,  Nov.  2. — {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Anthracite  shows  a  freer  movement  in 
this  territory,  indicating  the  usual  increased  de¬ 
mand  at  this  season  of  the  year.  The  market  is 
based  on  weather  conditions,  reflecting  either  an 
increase  or  decrease  of  orders,  according  to  the 
fluctuation  of  the  thermometer,  giving  the  trade 
for  one  or  more  days  an  active  business,  which 
will  drop  off  again  quite  as  suddenly. 

The  seasonable  expansion  of  the  market  is 
quite  perceptible,  however,  in  the  greater  regu¬ 
larity  and  volume  of  the  business  transacted. 
This  is  helping  the  wholesale  trade  and  keeps 
the  tonnage  movement,  to  these  ports,  on  a 
steadier  basis  than  for  some  time.  The  barge 
service  to  the  sound  and  farther  eastern  ports  is 
said  to  be  quite  busy,  particularly  as  to  the  small¬ 
er  vessels,  which  are  needed  for  shoal-water  and 
inland  points,  where  orders  are  urgent  for  an 
additional  cargo  before  the  ports  are  closed  by 
ice.  This  class  of  trade  at  the  season  frequently 
delays  purchases  till  the  last  moment,  the  coal 
often  being  caught  in  the  ice  to  remain  until  a 
thaw  liberates  the  vessel.  Demand  along  the 
sound  is  active,  both  for  local  consumption  and 
reshipment  to  inland  points.  It  is  believed  that 
a  considerable  percentage  of  tonnage  which  in 
recent  years  was  handled  all-rail  in  preference  to 
water,  has  in  a  measure  been  recoverd  this  sum¬ 
mer  by  an  increase  in  movement  via  the  sound 
ports.  The  requirements  for  coal  along  the  con¬ 
solidated  lines  and  points  farther  east  are  of 
larger  proportion  than  can  be  provided  for  at 
present  because  of  the  car  shortage,  which  is  seri¬ 
ously  affecting  distribution  in  that  territory. 

No  Abatement  in  Bituminous  Demand. 

There  is  no  let  up  in  the  demand  for  bituminous 
coal  with  consuming  interests  here.  While  it  is 
thought  many  of  the  larger  buyers  must  be  well 
supplied,  due  to  the  heavy  shipments  made  to 
them  the  last  few  months,  yet  they  continue  to 
call  for  coal  and  are  placing  orders  regularly, 
which  indicates  their  desire  to  accumulate  large 
stocks  for  the  winter  months.  The  better  grades 
are  so  short  that  most  of  the  shippers  report  re¬ 
ceiving  premiums  of  10@15  cents  per  ton  where 
shipment  can  be  assured  the  purchaser.  The 
reason  for  this  is  that  cars  are  scarce  and  trans¬ 
portation  slow  from  the  mines  to  Hampton  Road 
ports,  reducing  the  volume  arriving  there,  making 
it  much  less  than  is  called  for  with  the  result 
that  where  a  buyer  wants  a  cargo  of  Pocahontas 
or  New  River  for  early  shipment  he  is  obliged 
to  pay  $2.70@2.75  f.  o.  b.  those  shipping  ports  for 
early  delivery.  This  applies  also  to  Georges  creek 
coals,  which  are  in  strong  demand,  and  where 
the  buyer  has  not  contracted  he  must  pay  in  ex¬ 
cess  of  the  schedule  prices,  in  fact,  it  is  difficult 
to  get  this  coal  at  any  price,  due  to  its  having 
been  all  sold  up  earlier  in  the  year  on  contract. 
Pennsylvania  coals  are  also  finding  a  more  ready 
market  in  the  east  and  are  selling  at  better  prices 
than  ruled  all  summer,  $2.50  f.  o.  b.  Philadelphia, 
and  $2.80@2.90  f.  o.  b.  New  York.  The  vessel 
market  is  fairly  strong,  though  large  vessels  are 
in  good  supply,  and  small  craft  scarce.  Rates  from 
the  lower  ports  to  Boston  are  80@85  cents;  New 
York,  55@60  cents. 


Made  a  ^let  Deficit. 

An  editorial  in  the  Cleveland  World  recently 
on  municipal  ownership  in  that  city  says : 

“The  mania  of  some  people  for  dabbling  in 
municipal  socialism,  mainly  because  they  are 
chock  full  of  the  altruistic  spirit  and  have  not 
to  pay  the  bills  in  the  way  of  collecting  taxes, 
is  responsible  for  the  failure  of  another  experi¬ 
ment. 

“During  the  coal  strike  the  people  of  a  number 
of  cities  were  called  upon  to  pay  a  high  price 
for  coal.  Immediately  political  agitators  began 
to  take  advantage  of  the  situation.  Among  oth¬ 
ers,  Mayor  Maybury,  of  Detroit,  called  a  con¬ 
vention  of  municipal  officials  to  discuss  the  situa¬ 
tion,  and  one  .of  the  plans  proposed  was  municipal 
coal  yards,  at  which  coal  could  be  secured  at  a 
lower  price  than  on  the  open  market. 

“Mayor  Maybury  tried  to  give  the  plan  a 
practical  test.  He  appointed  a  municipal  coal 
commission,  which  was  to  put  to  shame  the  local 
coal  dealers  who  were  selling  coal  at  a  living 
profit  and  render  a  great  public  service  by  fur¬ 
nishing  anthracite  coal  at  cost. 

“By  selling  coal  at  cost  and  having  no  inci¬ 
dental  expenses  to  pay,  the  commission  actually 
did  undersell  the  coal  dealers  fifty  cents  a  ton, 
and  great  things  were  expected  of  it.  Some  per¬ 
sons  even  thought  the  commission  would  de¬ 
velop  into  a  permanent  branch  of  the  city  govern¬ 
ment. 

“This  all  sounded  very  well,  and  the  matter 
would  not  have  attracted  any  unusual  attention 
had  it  not  been  that  the  bills  had  to  be  paid. 


That  modern  advertising  ideas  can  be  success¬ 
fully  employed  in  the  coal  trade,  as  well  as  in 
other  lines  of  business,’ is  aptly  demonstrated  by 
the  Washington  Fuel  Co.,  of  Columbus,  Ohio. 
The  illustration  shows  the  display  of  this  com¬ 
pany  at  the  recent  Ohio  state  fair.  The  space 
occupied,  seventeen  feet  square,  was  tastefully 
decorated  and  prominent  placards  called  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  several  kinds  of  coal  which  comprise 
the  company’s  product  The  whole  effect  was 


such  as  to  catch  the  eye  and  excite  interest. 

This  interest  was  further  stimulated  by  the 
novel  idea  of  distributing  to  the  sightseeing  pub¬ 
lic  10,000  souvenir  coins,  redeemable  at  a  value 
of  twenty-five  cents  on  payment  for  the  company’s 
coal  through  any  dealer.  Over  500  of  the  coins 
were  cashed  in  by  coal  consumers  in  a  short 
period  after  the  fair,  and  they  are  still  being  re¬ 
ceived.  Previous  to  the  fair  invitations  had  been 


Then,  like  all  experiments  of  the  kind,  it  was 
found  that  another  failure  had  been  recorded. 
The  report  of  the  commissioners  shows  a  net 
deficiency  of  $1,072.76. 

“The  commission  bought  3,881  tons  of  coal  and 
sold  3,481.  The  other  400  tons  were  lost  in  dis¬ 
tribution.  Whether  it  evaporated  or  was  con¬ 
verted  into  dust  by  a  sort  of  sweating  process 
the  report  does  not  state,  but  it  disappeared.  In 
the  language  of  the  street,  it  was  ‘lost  in  the 
shufflle.’  Four  hundred  tons  of  anthracite  lost, 
vanished  into  thin  air,  gone  like  the  baseless 
fabric  of  a  vision,  gave  the  municipal  experiment 
a  black  eye. 

“The  result  is  that,  with  no  interest  charges, 
no  dividends  and  no  taxes  to  pay,  with  the  clerical 
hire  paid  for  by  the  city,  and  no  allowance  for 
depreciation,  the  commission  did  succeed  in  un¬ 
derselling  the  local  dealers  and  made  a  net  deficit 
of  six  per  cent  on  the  investment.” 

V 

In  celebration  of  the  discovery  of  a  three-foot 
vein  of  coal  one  mile  west  of  Chilhowee,  Mo.,  the 
residents  of  that  town  gave  a  banquet  recently, 
which  was  attended  by  Mayor  Falkner  and  a 
number  of  capitalists.  The  visitors  were  also 
taken  through  the  mine. 

V 

A  seven-foot  vein  has  been  opened  up  in  the 
mine  of  the  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  five 
miles  northeast  of  Erie,  Colo.  Two  miles  of 
railroad  are  being  built  to  connect  the  mine  with 
the  Boulder  Valley  railroad. 


sent  out  to  dealers  likely  to  be  in  the  city  asking 
them  to  call  at  the  company’s  downtown  head¬ 
quarters,  where  a  special  room  had  been  fitted  up 
for  their  convenience  and  entertainment.  A  large 
number  took  advantage  of  this  hospitality,  and 
acquaintances  were  formed  and  customers  gained 
which  have  proved  a  valuable  business  factor. 

The  company  though  composed  of  well-known 
coal  people,  is  comparatively  a  new  organiza¬ 
tion.  In  launching  the  enterprise,  last  June,  a 


circular  was  sent  out  broadcast  offering  a  prize  of 
a  car-load  of  “Pickaninny”  coal  to  the  dealer 
who  would  suggest  the  most  suitable  name.  That 
of  the  Washington  Fuel  Co.  was  promptly  se¬ 
lected  from  a  large  list  of  names  received  and  the 
prize  was  promptly  awarded.  As  supplementing 
the  regular  channels  of  advertising,  such  novel 
methods  of  claiming  attention  are  usually  pro¬ 
ductive  of  excellent  results. 


.A  Hovel  Advertising  Campaign. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


Henry  C.  Frick  has  now  become  a  permanent 
resident  of  New  York  city,  and  will  occupy 
George  Vanderbilt’s  house  at  640  Fifth  avenue. 

Davis  Elkins,  of  West  Virginia,  who  is  the  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  the  West  Virginia  Coal  Co.  at 
Morgantown,  was  in  New  York  City  for  several 
days,  over  Sunday  and  the  first  of  the  week,  to 
enjoy  a  change  and  confer  with  his  brother, 
Stephen  B.  Elkins  Jr.,  who  is  the  general  man¬ 
ager  of  sales  for  the  company. 

The  department  of  docks  and  ferries,  pier  “A,” 
foot  of  Battery  place.  New  York  City,  is  calling 
for  bids,  which  will  be  received  by  the  commis¬ 
sioner  of  docks  until  Friday,  November  tenth,  at 
two  o’clock  p.  m.,  for  furnishing  and  delivering 
about  10,000  tons  of  anthracite  pea  coal.  The 
time  for  delivery  is  to  be  within  sixty  days  of  the 
award  of  contract. 

J.  K.  Wimbrough,  general  manager  of  sales 
of  the  Penfield  Coal  Co.,  at  South  Bethlehem, 
Pa.,  stopped  over  in  New  York  the  latter  part  of 
last  week  on  his  return  from  Canada,  where  he 
spent  two  weeks  on  business.  Stopping  at  Buf¬ 
falo,  Toronto,  Montreal  and  several  smaller  cities 
he  found  the  coal  trade  active  at  all  points  and 
was  well  remunerated  for  his  work  on  this  trip. 

The  Brooklyn  water  department  opened  bids 
on  Wednesday  of  last  week  to  furnish  4,000  tons 
of  bituminous  coal  f.  o.  b.  cars  Long  Island  City. 
A.  M.  Wittenberg,  of  Ne\v  York,  was  awarded 
the  business,  being  the  lowest  bidder  at  $3.19. 
Bids  also  were  opened  at  the  same  time  for  fur¬ 
nishing  to  the  different  water  power  stations  22,- 
800  tons  of  No.  1  buckwheat  coal ;  4,000  tons  No. 
2  and  1,800  tons  of  pea  coal.  This  contract  went 
to  R.  Reimer,  of  Brooklyn. 

James  Kerr,  president  of  the  Beech  Creek  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  is  spending  several  days  this  week 
at  the  mines  of  the  company  in  the  Beech  creek 
coal  region.  Mr.  Kerr  gives  very  close  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  production  of  coal,  considering  this  of 
the  greatest  importance  in  establishing  a  steady 
market.  This  is  merely  one  of  many  trips  which 
he  makes  during  the  year  to  maintain  the  product 
of  the  company  at  a  high  standard,  which  has 
gained  it  such  a  satisfactory  reputation. 

The  new  coal  plant  of  Leonard  Bros.,  located 
at  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-sixth  street  and  the 
Harlem  river,  has  just  been  completed  in  good 
time  for  the  heavier  fall  and  winter  business,  giv¬ 
ing  them  a  greatly  increased  capacity  and  modern 
facilities  to  supply  their  growing  trade.  The 
plant  has  a  capacity  of  2,000  tons  and  as  much 
more  can  be  stored  in  an  emergency.  It  is  con¬ 
structed  on  modern  lines,  being  equipped  with 
a  view  to  the  greatest  economy  in  handling 
coal. 

J.  R.  Ernst,  339  East  Twenty-ninth  street. 
New  York,  has  sold  the  property  on  which  his 
coal  yard  is  located  and  will  vacate  it  on  April 
first  of  next  year.  The  property  having  become 
valuable  because  of  its  location,  it  was  to  his  in¬ 
terest  to  sell  it,  as  there  has  been  little  profit 
in  these  inland  coal  yards  of  late  years,  owing 
to  the  more  modern  plants  located  on  the  water 
front,  enabling  them  to  handle  the  product  at 
a  greatly  reduced  cost.  The  new  owners  will 
utilize  this  property  for  other  purposes. 

The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  has  issued  an 
announcement  to  coke  shippers  that  the  freight 
rate  on  coke  to  tidewater  points  in  New  York 
harbor  will  be  advanced  shortly  twenty  cents  per 
ton,  making  the  through  freight  rate  from  the 
ovens  to  tidewater  $2.55  per  ton.  This  is  to 
equalize  the  rate  on  Baltimore  &  Ohio  coke  with 
that  of  Connellsville  which  has  been  paying 
$2.25  to  Jersey  City  and  $2.75  to  tidewater,  while 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  rate  was  $2.05  to  Jersey 
City  and  $2.35  for  tide  delivery,  a  difference  of 
forty  cents  at  the  latter  port,  which  will  be  re¬ 
duced  twenty  cents. 

The  first  of  a  number  of  light  draft  barges, 
which  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  railway  is 
having  built  by  Robert  Palmer  &  Sons  Co.,  was 
launched  last  week  at  Noank,  Conn.  Its  com¬ 
pletion  will  be  rushed  and  its  arrival  at  Port 
Richmond  for  loading  is  expected  in  about  ten 
days.  This  barge  is  one  of  six  1,000-ton  steel 


barges  ordered  some  time  ago  for  the  purpose  of 
increasing  the  seagoing  fleet,  to  the  shoal-water 
and  inland  ports  of  the  east,  where  larger  boats 
can  not  go,  owing  to  shallow  water.  With  the 
activity  in  all  shipments  to  this  eastern  territory, 
it  is  of  importance  to  have  a  full  equipment  of 
suitable  craft  to  reach  competitive  points. 

According  to  Justice  Joseph  B.  Bray,  of  Or¬ 
ange,  N.  J.,  bituminous  smoke  is  not  dangerous 
to  health.  A  few  days  ago  he  refused  to  take 
a  complaint  against  the  Public  Service  Corpora¬ 
tion  of  New  Jersey,  preferred  by  the  chief  of  po¬ 
lice,  an  alderman  who  is  chairman  of  the  council 
health  committee  and  Roundsman  T.  J.  Brown, 
of  the  police  force,  of  Orange.  “It  is  not  danger¬ 
ous  ;  it  may  be  offensive,  but  you  must  have  proof 
that  it  is.  It  is  a  pretty  serious  matter  to  make 
a  complaint  unless  you  have  plenty  of  evidence,” 
declared  the  justice.  Evidently  the  Jersey  law 
in  regard  to  the  smoke  nuisance  is  not  to  be 
compared  with  that  in  New  York  city,  where  ar¬ 
rests  are  made  for  violations. 

The  board  of  directors  of  the  Norfolk  & 
Western  railway  at  a  meeting  in  Philadelphia,  on 
Wednesday  of  last  week,  declared  a  semi-annual 
dividend  of  two  per  cent  on  the  common  stock, 
advancing  the  annual  rate  from  three  per  cent  to 
four  per  cent.  Dividends  were  begun  in  1901 
by  the  payment  of  one  per  cent  semi-annually. 
In  1902  semi-annual  dividends  were  paid  at  the 
rate  of  one  and  one-half  per  cent,  which  have 
continued  up  to  this  time.  The  directors  also 
authorized  the  issue  of  $2,000,000  car  trust  certifi¬ 
cates  to  pay  for  rolling  stock  previously  pur¬ 
chased.  President  Johnston  announced  that  he 
has  not  yet  placed  an  order  for  fifty  locomotives 
and  3,000  freight  cars,  but  would  do  so  in  about 
ten  days  after  all  bids  are  received. 

D.  G.  Thompson,  traffic  manager  of  the  Beech 
Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  New  York,  left  the  first 
of  the  week  for  Arcadia,  Pa.,  to  get  in  on  the 
first  day’s  hunt  to  kill  “b’rer  rabbit,”  which 
opened  Wednesday.  Many  guns  have  been 
cleaned  and  dogs  exercised  for  weeks  past  in  or¬ 
der  to  be  in  trim  for  this  event.  The  season 
promises  to  be  the  most  successful  ever  known 
in  that  section  of  the  state,  as  in  late  summer 
it  was  not  uncommon  to  see  rabbits  at  every 
turn  of  a  drive  through  the  country.  Mr. 
Thompson,  who  is  a  great  lover  of  the  sport, 
could  not  resist  the  temptation  to  have  a  few 
days  in  the  woods,  even  though  demand  for  coal 
is  active  and  cars  are  short.  His  associates  ex¬ 
pect  him  to  make  good  on  his  return,  which  he 
undoubtedly  will  do. 

The  coal  tonnage  shipped  over  the  Chesapeake 
&  Ohio  railroad  for  July  and  August  is  reported 
as  follows;  New  River,  864,445  tons,  a  decrease 
of  68,317  tons  as  compared  with  last  year;  Kana¬ 
wha,  390,183  tons,  an  increase  of  77,324  tons  over 
the  corresponding  months  in  1904;  connecting 
lines,  66,386  tons,  an  increase  of  44,629  tons,  mak¬ 
ing  the  total  amount  of  coal  carried  for  the  two 
months,  1,335,195  tons,  showing  a  total  increase 
of  54,443  tons  over  the  same  months  last  year. 
Of  the  coal  originating  on  this  line  during  this 
period,  522,722  tons  were  shipped  west;  565,171 
tons  were  sent  to  tidewater,  and  181,267  tons  were 
delivered  to  points  east  of  the  mines.  The  coke 
tonnage  for  the  months  of  July  and  August  was 
63,814  tons,  of  which  28,512  tons  were  carried 
east  and  35,302  tons  west. 

The  Coal  Merchants’  Association  of  New  York 
has  issued  a  new  circular,  effective  during  No¬ 
vember.  Prices  remain  on  the  same  basis  as  for 
September  and  October,  $0.25  for  the  prepared 
sizes  of  anthracite,  including  chestnut,  for  do¬ 
mestic  purposes,  and  $4.50  for  pea.  At  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  general  committee  held  recently,  a 
discussion  was  in  order  over  the  question 
as  to  whether  or  not  apartment  houses 
having  elevators  were  or  were  not  properly 
termed  “steam  trade.”  It  was  agreed  by  the 
committee  that  this  class  of  buyers  could  not 
really  be  considered  as  steam  trade,  but  merely 
come  under  the  heading  of  apartment  houses, 
which  designation  is  made  in  the  new  schedule. 
The  old  schedule  read:  “Steam  trade — Trade 
using  coal  for  running  elevators  or  generating 


steam  for  power,  etc,”  which  now  reads:  “Trade 
using  coal  for  power,  etc,”  eliminating  the  use 
of  coal  for  running  elevators  at  the  steam  trade 
price. 

A  committee  appointed  by  the  miners  at  one 
of  the  collieries  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  Ha 
Western-  last  w-eek  called  upon  General  Superin¬ 
tendent  Phillips  to  settle  some  grievances,  but  he 
declined  to  confer  with  them,  because  they  were 
accompanied  by  three  officers  of  the  miners’ 
union.  Mr.  Phillips  said  that  it  was  the  rule 
of  the  company  to  confer  only  with  employes. 
The  officers  of  the  union  then  retired  and  the 
superintendent  heard  the  grievances  of  the  men. 
The  action  of  the  miners’  union  in  sending  its 
officers  is  significant,  indicating  a  desire  to  see 
how  far  the  company  would  go  in  recognizing 
that  organization.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  that  Mr.  Phillips’  action  indicates  the 
policy  that  will  be  followed  by  all  of  the  big  coal 
companies  in  their  relations  to  their  employes. 

On  Monday  of  this  week  Roy  A.  Rainey  and 
Paul  J.  Rainey,  of  New  York,  who  succeeded  to 
the  enormous  coke  business  of  their  father,  the 
late  W.  J.  Rainey,  several  years  ago,  purchased 
1,300  acres  of  coal  land  located  in  the  central 
part  of  the  Connellsville  coke  region  from  Jo¬ 
seph  V.  Thompson,  of  Uniontown,  Pa.  The  price 
paid  for  the  property  is  said  to  be  $1,500,000. 
The  land  lies  in  Menallen  township,  immediately 
adjacent  to  the  holdings  of  the  Brier  Hill  and 
Orient  coke  plants.  It  is  proposed  by  the  pur¬ 
chasers  to  develop  it  and  build  two  coke  plants  of 
650  ovens  and  300  ovens  each.  This  rather  re¬ 
futes  the  report  current,  when  the  offices  of  the 
company  were  moved  to  New  York  two  years 
ago  from  Cleveland,  that  it  w'ould  reduce  its 
coke  interests.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  this  addi¬ 
tional  property  will  result  in  expansion  and  will 
make  these  interests  a  permanent  factor  in  the 
Connellsville  field. 

The  New  York  Central  railroad  placed  orders 
last  week  for  a  total  of  25,000  freight  cars,  call¬ 
ing  for  an  expenditure  of  about  $25,000,000.  This 
order  exceeds  that  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad 
for  21,000  cars,  which  up  to  a  week  ago  was  the 
largest  obligation  for  equipment  ever  incurred  by 
a  railroad  in  this  country.  The  placing  of  such 
enormous  orders  for  railroad  equipment  is  indic¬ 
ative  of  the  great  pressure  under  which  these 
railroads  are  working  to  move  the  increased  vol¬ 
ume  of  traffic  that  they  are  called  upon  to  move. 
More  cars  are  being  manufactured  than  ever  be¬ 
fore.  Within  the  past  two  months  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  railroad,  including  its  large  order  of  two 
weeks,  has  placed  orders  for  41,000  cars.  These 
orders  and  that  given  by  the  New  York  Central 
last  Friday,  bring  the  total  of  freight  cars  or¬ 
dered  so  far  this  year  up  to  225,000.  The  largest 
number  of  freight  cars  ever  ordered  in  a  single 
year  before  was  195,000  in  1902.  Last  week  the 
Erie  railroad  ordered  fifty  locomotives  to  add  to 
its  motive  power. 

George  S.  Taylor,  who  was  identified  with  the 
freight  department  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  railroad 
practically  his  entire  business  life  and  was  for 
many  years  coal  freight  agent,  died,  after  a  period 
of  illness,,  on  Wednesday,  October  twenty-fifth, 
from  liver  troubles.  Mr.  Taylor  was  at  the  office 
of  the  company,  attending  to  his  duties  up  to 
within  several  days  of  his  death.  He  had  for 
some  years  past  been  a  sufferer  from  spleen 
trouble,  and  during  September  and  part  of  Oc¬ 
tober  was  laid  up  with  an  attack,  but  recovered, 
and  was  at  his  office  only  a  week  when  he  again 
became  ill,  resulting  in  his  demise.  Mr.  Taylor 
was  born  February  twenty-eighth,  1865,  at  Mauch 
Chunk,  Pa.,  and  was  the  son  of  John  Taylor, 
who  was  for  many  years  freight  traffic  manager 
of  the  Lehigh  Valley  railroad.  Entering  the 
employ  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  as  a  young  man,  he 
was  steadily  advanced  to  more  important  posi¬ 
tions,  until  he  received  the  appointment  of  coal 
freight  agent,  which  he  held  up  to  several  years 
ago.  The  funeral  services  were  held  at  Bethle¬ 
hem,  Pa.,  where  the  last  rites  were  held  at  the 
Nisky  Hill  cemetery.  He  was  never  married. 
Mr.  Taylor  was  highly  esteemed  by  a  wide  circle 
of  friends  for  his  kindness  and  generosity.  His 
loss  is  sincerely  regretted. 
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Talks  in  the  Field  of  the  Retail  Dealer. 


Last  week  I  called  attention  to  the  policy  fol¬ 
lowed  by  one  large  dealer  in  the  matter  of 
buying  anthracite  from  one  company,  and  thus 
obtaining  a  supply  when  other  dealers  were  unable 
to  secure  any.  It  will  be  remembered  that  I 
stated  that  a  dealer  in  Chicago  was  enabled  to 
secure  most  of  his  entire  tonnage  during  1902 
at  the  circular  price,  and  that  he  sold  this  coal 
to  his  customers  at  the  retail  circular  price, 
which  was  much  below  what  other  merchants 
charged,  thus  increasing  the  volume  of  his  busi¬ 
ness  the  following  year  ninety  per  cent. 

Other  large  dealers  do  not  take  this  view 
of  the  case. 

They  practically  all  agree  that  a  spirit  of  loyalty 
should  prevail  toward  shipping  companies,  but 
advocate  as  a  good  proposition,  that  the  coal 
merchant  who  buys  a  large  tonnage,  ought  to  pur¬ 
chase  from  two  or  three  different  sources,  thus 
being  in  a  position  to  obtain  coal  if  one  of  the 
shipping  companies  is  unable  to  sell  him. 

A  leading  retail  coal  merchant  of  Chicago, 
discussing  this  subject  during  the  week,  with  the 
writer,  said : 

“I  believe  that  the  retail  coal  merchant  who 
buys  a  large  tonnage  of  anthracite — more  than 
5,000  tons  annually,  should  have  such  a  standing 
with  at  least  three  shipping  companies  that  he  can 
depend  on  them  for  tonnage  in  any  emergency. 

“I  do  not  think  it  is  wise,  from  my  standpoint 
at  least,  to  tfe  up  with  one  company.  This  com¬ 
pany  may  be  placed  in  a  position  where  it  can 
not  supply  the  coal,  and  then,  the  retail  merchant 
finds  that  none  of  the  other  companies  will  sell 
him,  because  he  has  been  purchasing  from  this 
one  source,  and  the  other  companies  do  not  feel 
under  any  obligation. 

Divides  Up  His  Tonnage. 

“I  divide  up  the  tonnage  which  I  buy  between 
three  different  companies.  It  is  so  large  that  each 
of  the  companies  feels  satisfied  with  the  orders 
which  I  place  with  it,  and  my  standing  with 
each  is  satisfactory 'at  all  times. 

“I  find  that  this  works  to  my  advantage  in  this 
way.  Where  I  buy  from  three  companies,  each 
of  them  is  anxious  to  secure  all  of  my  trade  if 
possible.  There  is  competition  in  the  service 
which  I  obtain  from  these  three  companies,  and 
as  a  consequence  they  all  feel  that  I  am  entitled 
to  any  consideration  they  may  be  able  to  give 
me  in  an  emergency.  During  the  twenty  years  I 
have  been  in  business,  I  have  followed  this 
policy.  Whenever  I  have  been  obliged  to  pur¬ 
chase  a  large  tonnage  of  coal,  I  have  divided  it 
pro  rata  among  the  three  companies,  and  offered 
them  an  order.  If  any  one  of  the  companies 
was  unable  to  supply  the  coal,  I  have  increased 
my  order  with  the  other  two,  but  have  always 
given  each  company  an  opportunity  to  get  its 
share  of  the  business. 

“I  have  talked  with  these  companies  about  this 
,  policy,  and  generally  have  found  that  they  thopght 
it  _was  fair  to  them,  and  they  have  appreciated  my 
fairness  in  the  matter. 

“During  the  strike  of  1902,  and  after  the  re¬ 
sumption  of  mining  in  the  anthracite  region,  I 
received  all  of  the  coal  that  I  needed,  and  at  the 
circular  price. 

How  Strike  Affected  Dealer. 

“One  of  the'  companies  was  unable  to  supply 
the  tonnage  which  I  ordered  from  it,  but  the  other 
two  realized  that  I  had  been  loyal  to  them,  and 
they  made  it  up. 

“There  is  one  feature  in  connection  with  my 
business,  which  probably  has  enhanced  my  stand¬ 
ing  with  the  anthracite  shipping  companies.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  summer,  instead  of  shopping  around,  and 
buying  coal  from  many  different  sources  because 
I  could  save  a  few  cents  on  a  ton,  I  have  placed 
part  of  rny  tonnage  with  the  regular  companies 
when  business  was  dull.  They  have  appreciated 
these  orders  at  that  time,  and  that  has  increased 
the  harmonious  relations  existing  between  us. 

I  do  not  think  it  is  fair  to  buy  coal  outside 
during  April,  May,  June  and  July,  and  then  when 
a  shortage  in  my  supply  occurs,  in  September 
and  October,  to  go  to  the  anthracite  companies. 


Written  for  The  Black  Diamond. 

and  expect  they  will  give  me  prompt  service. 

I  realize  that  in  mid-summer  they  have  a  large 
tonnage  of  coal  coming  forward  and  are  anxicws 
to  move  it,  particularly  their  all-rail  product.  I 
realize  that  if  I  expect  favors  from  them,  I  must 
be  in  a  position  to  meet  them  half  way.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  I  take  in  all  the  coal  that  my  storage 
capacity  will  hald  as  early  as  possible. 

“There  is  another  feature  in  connection  with 
the  relations  existing  between  the  large  coal  mer¬ 
chant  and  the  shipping  company  which  I  desire 
to  emphasize. 

“In  The  Black  Diamond,  last  week,  you  called 
attention  to  the  honesty  of  the  dealer  whom  you 
quoted,  in  his  attitude  toward  the  people  to  whom 
he  sold  coal.  I  believe  you  also  mentioned  some¬ 
thing  about  his  attitude  toward  the  people  from 
whom  he  made  purchases. 

“This  latter  is  a  vital  point. 

“I  seldom  reject  any  anthracite  that  is  shipped 
to  me.  This  is  because  I  feel  that  the  loss  from 
a  poor  car  of  coal  will  be  slight  at  the  most,  and 
the  producing  company  can  not  avoid  occasional 
shipments  of  coal  which  are  not  equal  in  quality 
to  the  average. 

Knows  How  Coal  Is  Prepared. 

“I  have  visited  the  anthracite  mines,  and  I 
know  that  every  precaution  is  taken  to  prepare  the 
coal  as  well  as  possible,  so  that  when  a  poor  car 
comes  forward  it  is  a  mistake  and  is  not  shipped 
with  the  intention  of  giving  poor  quality  to 
the  purchaser.  If  it  is  very  bad,  I  take  the 
matter  up  with  the  shipping  company  in  a  nice 
manner,  accepting  the  coal,  and  asking  them  to 
inspect  it  before  it  is  unloaded.  I  find  that  this 
policy  pays,  and  that  where  I  have  a  valid 
complaint  for  poor  quality,  the  shipping  company 
invariably  makes  an  allowance  as  to  the  price, 
which  is  entirely  satisfactory. 

“As  I  have  never  received  anything  but  fair 
treatment  on  this  score,  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
general  policy  of  the  shipping  companies,  is  to  be 
fair  to  their  customers,  and  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  this  holds  true  with  the  small  buyer  as  well 
as  the  large. 

“Amicable  relations  with  shipping  companies, 
after  they  are  once  established,  I  find  to  be  a 
good  asset.  The  conditions  in  the  anthracite 
trade  are  such  that  a  fair  deal  is  essential  to  the 
retail  merchant  if  he  wishes  to  make  a  success 
of  this  branch  of  the  business.  Properly,  the 
way  to  obtain  a  fair  deal  is  to  be  fair  to  the 
companies. 

_  “I  find  that  sometimes  I  receive  a  car  of  anthra¬ 
cite  which  is  short  in  weight,  but  my  experience 
has  been  that  where  shortage  occurs,  it  is  gener¬ 
ally  made  up  on  the  next  car,  so  that  it  evens 
itself  up  in  the  course  of  a  year. 

“Practically  all  of  my  tonnage  comes  in  box 
cars,  so  there  is  little  chance  for  theft  en  route. 

A  shortage  in  weight,  therefore,  I  do  not  believe, 
is  intentional,  but  may  be  due  to  careless  weigh¬ 
ing,  and  if  there  is  carelessness  in  weighing  coal 
at  the  colliery,  there  is  just  as  much  chance  of 
overweight  as  there  is  of  underweight.  This  is 
the  reason  I  have  not  been  particular  in  always 
demanding  that  each  car  come  up  to  weight. 

Loss  in  Weight  in  Selling. 

“In  my  experience,  I  have  found  that  in  moving 
coal  bought  by  the  carload,  and  sold  by  the 
wagon  load,  the  loss  over  the  wagon  scales 
arnounts  to  one  per  cent  in  anthracite.  In  weigh- 
this  coal  out  there  is  sure  to  be  a  small  shortage 
because  the  wagon  scales  may  weigh  under  differ¬ 
ent  conditions,  or  the  load  may  contain  over 
weight.  I  allow  for  this  one  per  cent  when  I 
make  my  price  to  the  consuming  trade,  and  I 
think  every  dealer  should  do  so.  It  does  not 
amount  to  much  in  the  aggregate,  but  is  an  item 
which  enters  into  the  actual  cost  of  the  coal.” 

I  have  given  the  views  of  this  dealer  to  an 
elaborate  extent  as  showing  his  policy,  because 
there  are  several  ways  of  looking  at  this,  matter 
of  one’s  position  with  relation  to  the  shipping 
company. 

The  necessity  of  obtaining  coal  in  an  emergency 
makes  it  essential  that  the  coal  dealer  shall  be 


on  a  safe  footing  with  the  selling  company.  I 
eliminate  from  this  consideration  any  sentiment 
but  put  it  on  the  modern  business  basis. 

Of  the  two  policies,  the  one  outlined  last  week 
and  the  one  given  above,  I  would  not  care  to 
express  a  preference.  Both  are  good  from  the 
ordinary  point  of  view.  Pxobably  the  dealer  who 
only  handles  one  or  two  thousand  tons  yearly, 
will  find  it  to  his  advantage  to  purchase  this 
tonnage  from  one  company. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  dealer  who  buys  from. 
10,000  to  50,000  tons  of  anthracite  may  find  it 
advantageous  to  divide  his  business  between  two 
or  three  companies.  No  matter  how  willing  a 
shipping  company  may  be  to  supply  coal,  there 
are  times  at  which  its  volume  of  business  is  so 
large  that  its  willingnesss  is  counteracted  by  cir¬ 
cumstances.  When  such  an  emergency  exists,  the 
buyer,  if  he  has  other  resources,  is  following  a 
safe  policy.  The  Yard  Manager. 


Little  IQanawha  Deal. 

The  Little  Kanawha  syndicate  coal  lands  and 
railroads  have  been  purchased  by  the  Vanderbilt 
line,  the  Pittsburg  &  Lake  Erie  railroad.  This 
gives  the  Vanderbilts  a  new  line  through  Vir¬ 
ginia  to  the  Atlantic  seaboard.  The  property  ac¬ 
quired  in  this  deal  is  composed  of  the  Little 
Kanawha  railroad,  the  Parkersburg  Bridge  & 
Terminal  Co.,  which  has  a  charter  to  bridge  the 
Ohio  at  that  city,  the  Burnsville  &  Eastern,  the 
Buckhannon  &  Northern,  the  Zanesville,  Marietta 
.&  Parkersburg  and  the  Marietta,  Columbus  & 
Cleveland.  In  addition  to  this  there  are  85,000 
acres  of  coal  land  in  the  central  part  of  the 
state,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  Vanderbilts, 
with  their  new  property,  will  cooperate  with  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio.  John  S.  Jones,  of  Chicago, 
one  of  the  large  stockholders,  has  interposed  an 
objection  to  the  sale  in  the  United  States  court 
at  Cincinnati.  Mr.  Jones  asks  for  the  appointment 
of  a  receiver,  alleging  that  money  subscribed  for 
development  has  been  misused. 

Here  is  Consolation. 

The  Messenger,  at  Fort  Dodge,  Iowa,  has 
broken  forth  into  poetical  prose  with  reference 
to  the  coal  man.  The  Black  Diamond  gives 
the  article  for  what  it  is  worth : 

“Now,  Mr.  Coal  Baron,  cheer  up.  It  has  been 
a  sad  season  for  you,  we  know,  but  just  think  of 
the  benefit  that  has  come  to  the  coffers  of  Mr. 
Ice  Magnate.  You  know  you  had  a  long  season 
last  year  and  how  you  did  warp  it  to  the  deluded 
Mr.  Consumer.  It  does  look  hard  to  see  some 
one  else  drawing  the  gold  coin  from  the  pocket 
of  the  latter  when  it  is  really  your  inning.  Never 
mind,  dear  Mr.  Coal  Man,  it  looks  now  as  though 
Mr.  Ice  Man  would  be  compelled  to -vacate  the 
throne  he  has  usurped  for  so  many  long  months. 
Do  you  know  the  mercury,  which  has  hovered 
persistently  high  fot  goodness  knows  how  long, 
fell  thirty-six  degrees  since  yesterday?  Just 
think  of  that!  Just  think,  too,  of  the  time  which 
approaches  when  your  fat  hands  will  be  rubbed 
in  glee  when  Mr.  Ice  Man  is  losing  sleep  because 
he  can’t  get  in  your  game.  Think,  too,  of  the 
poor,  shivering  millions  who  must  come  to  you 
for  the  dusky  diamonds  wherewith  to  keep  the 
cold  out,  and  think  how  your  bank  account  will 
be  swelled  at  the  expense  of  the  poor  devil  who 
can  not  look  upon  your  soulless  fat  body  in  scorn 
during  the  months  that  are  now  at  hand. 

“It’s  your  turn  now,  and  if  you  don’t  twist  the 
thumbscrews  on  the  poor  mortal  who  must  have 
your  goods,  you  will  be  establishing  a  precedent 
in  the  coal  world.  Don’t  you  do  it,  Mr.  Coal 
Baron,  it’s  your  time  at  the  bat  and  up  to  you  to 
make  a  cleaning  of  the  bags.  Will  you  do  it? 
Well,  we  pin  our  faith  in  you  at  this  point  of 
the  story.  The  world  is  yours,  but  say,  Mr. 
Coal  Baron,  dear  Mr.  Coal  Baron,  kind,  good 
and  all  the  rest  of  it,  Mr.  Coal  Baron,  be  good 
to  us  all ;  we  like  you. 
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Pennsylvania  Mine  Districts. 


In  a  recent  interview  with  James  E.  Roderick, 
chief  of  the  state  department  of  mines  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  he  made  the  following  statements  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  number  of  mine  inspectors  employed 
in  that  state: 

“I  may  state  to  commence  that  the  law  provid¬ 
ing  an  increase  in  the  number  of  anthracite  in¬ 
spectors  from  fifteen  to  twenty  becomes  effective 
January  first,  1906,  The  law  gives  the  chief  of 
department  of  mines  the  power  to  rearrange  the 
districts  and  assign  inspectors  for  each.  I  gave 
this  matter  close  study  during  the  past  months, 
as  it  was  a  difficult  problem  to  make  an  equitable 
division  of  the  work  among  the  inspectors. 

“After  rearranging  the  districts  to  my  own 
satisfaction,  I  made  a  tour  of  the  anthracite  coun¬ 
ties,  meeting  the  inspectors  of  Luzerne  county 
in  Wilkesbarre,  October  second,  the  inspectors  of 
Lackawanna  county  in  Scranton,  October  third, 
the  inspectors  of  Schuylkill,  Columbia  and  North¬ 
umberland  in  Pottsville,  October  sixth. 

“To  each  group  of  inspectors  I  submitted  my 
rearrangements  of  the  districts,  and  I  am  pleased 
to  say  that  my  division  gave  entire  satisfaction. 

“The  districts  and  inspectors,  counties  and 
headquarters  are  as  follows  : 


First  district — P.  J.  Moore,  Carbondale,  Lackawanna. 

Second  district— L.  M.  Evans,  Scranton,  Lackawanna. 

Third  district — H.  O.  Prytherch,  Scranton,  Lackawanna. 

Fourth  district — D.  T.  Williams,  Scranton,  Lackawanna. 

Fifth  district — *Johnson,  Scranton,  Lackawanna. 

Sixth  district — Hugh  MacDonald,  Pittston,  Luzerne. 

Seventh  district — P.  M.  Boyle,  Kingston,  Luzerne. 

Eighth  district — James  Martin,  Wilkesbarre,  Luzerne. 

Ninth  district — D.  T.  Davis,  Plymouth,  Luzerne. 

Tenth  district — ‘Walsh,  Nanticoke,  Luzerne. 

Eleventh  district — D.  T.  Roderick,  Hazleton,  Luzerne. 

Twelfth  district — P.  C.  Fenton,  Mahanoy  City,  Schuyl¬ 
kill. 

Thirteenth  district — A.  B.  Lamb,  Shenandoah,  Schuyl¬ 
kill. 

Fourteenth  district — J.  O.  Donnell,  Centralia,  Schuyl¬ 
kill. 

Fifteenth  district — B.  1.  Evans,  Moutit  Carmel,  Schuyl¬ 
kill. 

Sixteenth  district — M.  McLaughlin,  Shamokin,  North¬ 
umberland.  ,  ,  ^  , 

Seventeenth  district — Isaac  Davies,  Lansford,  Carbon. 

Eighteenth  district — John  Curran,  Pottsville,  Schuylkill. 

Nineteenth  district- — M.  J.  Brennan,  Pottsville,  Schuyl- 
kll. 

Twentieth  district — C.  J.  Price,  Lykens,  Dauphin. 

‘New  inspectors  not  in  service. 

“To  make  an  equitable  division  of  work  among 
the  inspectors,  it  became  necessary  to  ignore 


county  lines  entirely,  so  the  Lackawanna  inspec¬ 
tors  have,  in  addition  to  that  county,  the  counties 
of  Wayne,  Susquehanna,  Sullivan  and  a  part  of 
the  southeastern  section  of  Luzerne. 

“The  inspector  of  Carbon  county  is  given  the 
southeastern  portion  of  Schuylkill,  the  inspector 
of  Dauphin  county  is  given  the  southwestern 
portion  of  Schuylkill,  while  the  inspector  of  Co¬ 
lumbia  is  given  the  northwestern  portion  of 
Schuylkill. 

“As  to  the  employment  of  boys,  I  endeavored 
to  impress  on  the  inspectors  in  all  districts  that 
it  is  their  duty  to  see  that  the  age  law  is  complied 
with,  so  far  as  it  applies  to  children  of  fourteen 
and  sixteen  years  of  age  employed  respectively 
outside  and  inside  of  the  mines. 

“In  my  opinion,  however,  the  age  law  for  chil¬ 
dren  inside  and  outside  of  the  anthracite  mines 
was  very  crudely  drawn,  and  I  am  glad  to  hear 
that  the  sections  providing  for  educational  qualifi¬ 
cations  of  boys  employed  in  mines  have  been  de¬ 
clared  unconstitutional.’’ 

Coal  Men  Favor  Regulation. 

The  plan  of  President  Roosevelt  for  the  con¬ 
trol  of  railroad  rates  was  recently  indorsed  by 
the  Retail  Fuel  Dealers’  Association  of  St.  Paul, 
Minn.  The  resolutions  adopted  were  as  follows: 

Whereas,  The  St.  Paul  Retail  Fuel  Dealers’ 
Association  recognizes  in  Theodore  Roosevelt, 
president  of  the  United  States,  a  man  of  great 
intelligence  and  honesty  of  purpose,  whose  pa¬ 
triotic  impulses  would  impel  him  to  recommend 
only  such  measures  as  in.  his  best  judgment 
would  result  in  the  greatest  good  for  the  great¬ 
est  number,  and 

Whereas,  In  his  investigation  of  the  traffic 
question  as  applied  to  interstate  commerce,  his 
sources  of  information  extending  into  every  com¬ 
mercial  center  and  every  avenue  of  trade  through¬ 
out  the  republic,  enables  him  to  intelligently  arrive 
at  right  conclusions,  and  having  implicit  confi¬ 
dence  in  his  integrity  of  purpose  and  clearness 
of  judgment;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  St.  Paul  Retail  Fuel  Deal¬ 
ers’  Association  hereby  heartily  approve  and 
indorse  the  plan  of  railroad  rate  regulation  recom¬ 
mended  by  President  Roosevelt  in  his  message 
addressed  to  the  congress  of  the  United  States 
at  its  last  session,  and  pledge  our  association  to 


do  all  in  its  power  to  sustain  him  during  his 
administration  in  every  righteous  effort  to  en¬ 
force  his  views  upon  the  lawmakers  of  our  nation. 
Be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  our  association  hereby  request 
the  United  States  senators  and  members  of  the 
lower  house  of  congress  from  Minnesota  to  sus¬ 
tain  our  fearless  and  courageous  president  by  vot¬ 
ing  for  any  measure  for  the  government  regu¬ 
lation  of  railroad  rates  which  may  receive  his 
unqualified  sanction  and  approval. 

English  View  of  Mine  Engineer. 

In  order  to  be  a  successful  mining  engineer, 
the  following  qualifications  are  necessary,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Mining  Journal  of  London :  “A 
sound  education  and  a  business  training;  a  sound 
constitution,  strict  integrity ;  a  practical  knowl¬ 
edge  of  geology  and  minerology;  proficiency  as  a 
prospector,  miner,  mechanic,  mill  man,  surveyor, 
chemist,  assayer  and  metallurgist;  linguistic  pro¬ 
ficiency,  as  he  may  have  to  work  in  different 
countries;  judicial  capacity,  for  he  is  often  called 
upon  to  exercise  magisterial  functions;  tact, 
diplomacy,  and  general  ability  to  hold  his  own 
in  social  life;  and,  finally,  ability  to  ride,  swim, 
row,  box,  and  shoot,  not  only  in  sport  but  in  self- 
defense.  According  to  such  a  list,  the  successful 
mining  engineer  would  be  a  sort  of  ‘admirable 
Crichton.’  As  a  matter  of  fact  in  actual  life  he 
can  lay  no  claim  to  such  superb  all-around  ef¬ 
ficiency.  He  is  usually  a  practical,  hard-headed 
man  who  has  acquired  his  training  in  and  about 
mines. 

“The  college-trained  mining  man  may  aim  at 
the  elaborate  program  above  set  forth,  but  his 
chances  of  ever  exercising  one-half  of  such 
showy  qualifications  are  of  the  remotest.  When 
it  comes  to  the  choice  of  an  engineer  for  a  re¬ 
sponsible  post  he  will  be  liable  to  find  himself 
passed  over  for  one  who  may  not  be  Jack  of  so 
many  trades,  but  will  certainly  be  a  master  along 
certain  special  lines.  The  manager  so  appointed 
then  speedily  gathers  around  him  the  highly- 
skilled  labor  in  the  departments  wherein  he  him¬ 
self  may  lay  no  special  claim  to  minute  technical 
skill.  He  distributes  the  aggregate  responsibility, 
and  it  is  his  sure  knowledge  of  men  that  in  the 
end  counts  more  heavily  than  any  other  single 
qualification  in  making  his  own  career  a  successful 
one. 


Little  Letters  from  the  Retail  Dealers. 


To  the  Editor  of  The  Black  Diamond: 

We  have  been  running  a  small  retail  coal 
yard  in  Hagerstown  for  the  past  thirty  years, 
and  are  the  oldest  coal  dealers  in  our  city.  We 
are  also  engaged  in  the  milling  business,  as  you 
will  note  by  our  letter  head.  Just  at  the  present 
time,  we  are  crowded  with  orders  for  coal. 
Jack  Frost  having  made  his  appearance,  which 
stirred  up  the  coal  orders ;  but  we  find  it  very 
difficult  to  get  some  kinds  of  coal,  especially  the 
bituminous'  coals  from  the  smaller  veins,  which 
is  due  chiefly  to  car  supply,  the  usual  cry  at  this 
time  of  the  year.  We  find  the  bituminous  trade  in¬ 
creasing  every  year,  due  to  the  high  price  of 
anthracite  coal,  and  we  predict  that  the  anthra¬ 
cite  coal  will  lose  its  hold  on  the  market  if  the 
operators  do  not  reduce  the  price  of  their  out¬ 
put,  instead  of  holding  the  price  up  as  they  have 
been  the  last  few  years. 

We  are  getting  $7.00  per  ton  for  egg,  stove 
and  nut  coal  now,  which  coals  have  sold  many 
times  for  $5.50  per  ton,  and  the  rate  of  freight 
is  about  the  same  as  it  had  been.  We  are  sell¬ 
ing  bituminous  run-of-mine  coal  for  $3.25  per 
ton  or  a  difference  in  price  of  $3.75  per  ton, 
between  the  two  coals,  which  difference  sells 
the  bituminous  coal.  There  are  nine  coal  dealers 
in  Hagerstown,  which  has  a  population  of  .about 
15,000  inhabitants,  and  competition  is  very  sharp. 
The  worst  feature  of  the  coal  trade  that  we 
have  to  contend  with  is  the  carrying  in  of  coal. 
At  one  time  we  could  use  the  patent  wagon  to 
chute  the  coal  in  the  cellar,  but  now  the  consumer 
wishes  his  coal  carried  back,  and  then  down  in 
the  cellar  to  a  more  convenient  spot  for  him, 
which  all  takes  up  time,  as  it  holds  the  team 
when  we  could  be  hauling  some  other  order. 


We  had  a  charge  of  twenty-five  cents  per  ton 
for  carrying  coal,  but  some  of  our  dealers  were 
over  anxious  to  do  business,  and  began  the  de¬ 
livery  of  coal  free  of  carrying  charge,  which 
killed  the  charge  of  twenty-five  cents  for  carry¬ 
ing  adopted,  and  it  had  to  be  abandoned.  Talk 
of  a  strike  has  not  affected  the  buying  of  coal 
with  us,  as  we  have  a  great  many  customers  who 
buy  their  coal  in  April  and  May  when  the  price 
is  at  the  lowest  point,  and  what  people  are  buy¬ 
ing  now  is  on  account  of  actual  necessity,  and 
not  on  account  of  strike  talk. 

We  hope  that  this  little  outline  of  our  business 
will  prove  valuable  to  you  and  that  it  will  give 
you  some  idea  of  what  is  going  on  in  the  coal 
trade  with  us  in  the  east.  We  take  pleasure  in 
granting  your  request  of  this  letter,  which  should 
have  been  written  sooner,  but  has  been  delayed 
owing  to  oppressive  business. 

We  beg  to  remain. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

Boyer  &  Heard. 

Hagerstown,  Md.,  Oct.  26. 

This  is  a  very  interesting  letter  and  one  that 
should  be  read  by  every  retailer,  because  it  is  a 
frank  confession  as  to  actual  conditions.  Nearly 
all  the  dealers  are  having  some  difficulty  in  getting 
coal,  owing  to  car  shortage  and  other  causes, 
but  in  a  way  this  is  helpful  to  business,  although 
annoying  at  times. 

The  dealers  of  Hagerstown  should  get  together 
on  the  carrying  charge  proposition.  It  is  too  bad 
that  they  are  losing  this,  because  it  is  practically 
taking  the  money  out  of  pocket,  to  give  it  to 
the  consumers.  A  local  exchange  or  a  dinner 
once  a  month  might  promote  a  feeling  of  mutual 
interest  which  would  result  in  a  uniform  carry¬ 


ing  in  charge  on  the  part  of  all  dealers.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  there  should  be  such  a  charge  in 
justice  to  those  consumers  who  can  take  in  coal 
direct  from  the  wagon.  If  they  provide  such  fa¬ 
cilities  they  ought  to  be  able  to  buy  coal  cheaper 
than  the  customer  who  does  not  and  who  makes 
the  dealer  go  to  extra  expense  in  making  deliv¬ 
eries. 

With  only  nine  dealers  in  Hagerstown,  it  should 
be  easy  to  get  together  if  they  are  all  business 
men.  A  luncheon  at  $1.00  or  fifty  cents  a  plate, 
to  which  they  might  all  be  invited,  would,  per¬ 
haps,  be  a  stepping  stone  to  getting  together  on 
this  and  other  matters  of  vital  importance. —  fEd- 
itor.) 

Good  Trade  at  New  Albany. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Black  Diamond: 

Will  say  that  I  have  had  an  excellent  retail 
trade  during  the  entire  summer.  Since  the  last 
cool  spell  the  demand  is  considerably  greater,  and 
it  has  been  almost  impossible  for  us  to  fill  our 
orders.  Our  car  orders  are  also  coming  in  very 
lively  and  prices  have  advanced  about  twenty- 
five  cents  per  ton.  Look  for  good  trade  during 
the  entire  winter.  Yours  respectfully, 

E.  T.  Slider, 

New  Albany,  Oct.  14. 

New  Albany,  Ind.,  has  a  progressive  dealer  in 
E.  T.  Slider,  and  his  success  in  the  coal  business 
at  that  point  has  been  marked.  The  city  in  which 
he  is  located  is  also  progressive  and  is  destined 
to  become  one  of  the  gateways  for  the  wholesale 
distribution  of  coal  to  the  southwest.  May  he 
continue  to  have  a  trade  which  will  be  equal  to 
his  facilities  to  supply  it  is  the  wish  of  his  large 
number  of  friends. — (Editor.) 
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Western  Retail  J\[otes. 

E.  P.  Howe  has  sold  his  interest  in  the  coal 
business  of  the  Western  Elevator  Co.  at  Glen- 
ville,  Minn. 

The  Lindstrom  Coal  &  Wood  Co.  has  been 
organized  at  Lindstrom,  Minn.,  by  A.  E.  Rogers, 
to  conduct  a  retail  business. 

The  J.  H.  Queal  Lumber  Co.  is  erecting  a  new 
coal  shed  at  Comfrey,  Minn.,  located  a  short  dis¬ 
tance  south  of  its  old  sheds. 

J.  A.  Seitters,  Dayton,  Ohio,  will  continue  the 
coal  arid  wood  business  formerly  conducted  by 
Seitters  &  Bohn,  of  that  city. 

A  fuel  business  will  be  started  at  Walum, 
N.  D.,  by  J.  E.  Johnson  and  J.  Hogness,  for¬ 
merly  in  the  hardware  business  at  Minneapolis. 

Extensive  coal  sheds  have  been  built  by  J.  J. 
Madden  at  Pine  City,  Minn.,  and  Mr.  Madden 
expects  to  engage  in  the  retail  business  this  win¬ 
ter. 

The  Prosser  Feed  &  Fuel  Co.,  Prosser,  Wash., 
has  opened  a  new  office  in  that  city  and  the  out¬ 
look  is  very  encouraging  for  a  good  winter’s 
business. 

The  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  railroad 
has  granted  the  Farmers’  Cooperative  Co.  a  site 
for  an  elevator,  lumber  and  coal  yard  at  Gar¬ 
ner,  Iowa. 

An  investigation  is  to  be  held  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  why  purchases  of 
municipal  coal  have  been  made  without  competi¬ 
tive  bidding. 

G.  Holmquist,  of  the  Holmquist  &  Sons  Coal 
Co.,  Rockford,  Ill.,  is  in  a  serious  condition,  ow¬ 
ing  to  loss  of  blood  caused  by  the  bursting  of 
a  blood  vessel. 

Charles  Hanson,  a  coal  dealer  at  103  Sangamon 
street,  Chicago,  Ill.,  was  recently  held  up  and 
robbed  of  eleven  dollars  by  two  holdup  men  who 
entered  his  office. 

Following  the  indictment  of  several  coal  men 
for  selling  short-weight  coal,  the  merchants  and 
public  of  Racine,  Wis.,  demanded  that  an  official 
weigher  be  appointed. 

Extensive  coal  sheds  and  a  neat  office  have 
been  constructed  by  the  Gibbs  Grain  &  Fuel  Co. 
at  Fargo,  N.  D.,  on  the  Great  Northern  railway 
tracks  at  Tenth  street. 

The  Frazier  Ice  &  Fuel  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Muncie,  Ind.,  with  a  capital  of  $5,000. 
The  incorporators  are  W.  C.  George,  J.  E.  Flat¬ 
ter  and  Edward  Frazier. 

The  storehouse  of  Ramage  &  Murray,  Los  An¬ 
geles,  Cal.,  was  recently  entered  by  burglars, 
who  carted  away  fifteen  hundredweight  of  coal 
in  a  wagon,  which  was  also  stolen. 

L.  D.  Bishop,  manager  of  the  Superior  Lum¬ 
ber  &  Coal  Co.,  Terril,  Iowa,  has  resigned  his 
position  and  will  enter  the  employ  of  the  Im¬ 
perial  Elevator  Co.  at  Aneta,  N.  D. 

The  contract  for  supplying  the  fire  department 
at  Akron,  Ohio,  with  coal  this  winter  has  been 
awarded  to  J.  M.  Davidson,  of  that  city.  The 
aggregated  amount  of  the  bid  is  about  $1,500. 

The  Fenlon-Wickham  Coal  Co.,  whose  old  loca¬ 
tion  has  been  occupied  by  the  Independent  Tele¬ 
phone  Co.,  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  has  now  se¬ 
cured  permanent  offices  at  107  Pearl  street,  in 
that  city. 

The  coal  contract  to  supply  the  city  of  Great 
Falls,  Mont.,  has  been  divided  between  two  deal¬ 
ers,  T.  M.  Good  and  Louis  Dahn.  Mr.  Dahn 
will  supply  the  egg  coal,  while  Mr.  Good  will  fur¬ 
nish  the  lump. 

The  interest  of  George  Seibel  in  the  firm  of 
Sattler  &  Seibel,  coal  merchants  at  McQusky, 
N.  D.,  has  been  purchased  by  G.  Winter,  of 
Harvey,  and  the  title  of  the  firm  will  be  changed 
to  Sattler  &  Winter. 

Not  a  pound  of  coal  of  any  kind  is  for  sale  at 
the  present  time  at  Stoughton,  Wis.  The  con¬ 
sumers  are  sending  teams  a  distance  of  thirty 
miles  to  the  Soo  line  in  order  to  get  enough  to 
supply  their  immediate  wants. 

A  new  and  modern  coal  dock  is  to  be  built 
in  the  near  future  by  the  Duluth  &  Iron  Range 


railroad  at  Two  Harbors,  Minn.  Pockets  with 
a  capacity  of  5,000  tons  are  also  to  be  provided 
for  loading  the  coal  into  the  cars. 

A  law  recently  went  into  effect  at  Chicago,  Ill., 
requiring  that  half-bushel  coal  baskets  be  dis¬ 
carded  and  that  only  uniform  baskets  of  the 
bushel  capacity,  stamped  by  the  city  sealer,  be 
used  in  selling  coal  by  the  basket  dealers. 

G.  H.  Krudop,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  has  just  con¬ 
tracted  for  the  entire  output  of  the  mine  sold  in 
his  city  that  produces  the  Luhrig  washed  nut 
coal.  This  is  a  large  order  and  gives  some  idea 
of  the  scope  of  Mr.  Krudop’s  extensive  busi¬ 
ness. 

» 

The  local  coal  dealers  at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah, 
are  having  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  getting  coal, 
caused  by  the  shortage  in  cars.  Very  little  stock 
is  on  hand,  and  should  the  weather  turn  cold 
suddenly  the  city  will  be  threatened  with  a  serious 
coal  famine. 

The  school  board  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  has  re¬ 
scinded  its  action  taken  at  the  last  meeting  re¬ 
quiring  the  firm  of  Brown  &  Brown  to  remove 
coal  delivered  to  the  city  schools  because  it  was 
alleged  it  was  not  up  to  the  standard  called  for 
in  the  contract. 

The  price  war  which  has  been  on  for  some 
time  at  Lincoln,  111.,  is  still  waging  as_  bitterly  as 
it  was  several  weeks  ago.  Lump  coal  is  now  sell¬ 
ing  for  $2.00  per  ton  delivered,  which  is  a  re¬ 
duction  of  $1.50  per  ton  from  the  price  of  lump 
at  this  time  last  year. 

The  coal  dealers  at  Ft.  Dodge,  Iowa,  have 
decided  to  sell  for  cash  on  delivery  only,  this  com¬ 
ing  winter.  Many  of  the  bills  for  coal  delivered 
early  last  winter  have  not  yet  been  paid,  and  for 
this  reason  action  was  taken,  putting  the  coal 
business  on  a  cash  basis. 

A  shortage  of  coal  is  reported  at  Lansing, 
Mich.,  the  mine  operators  being  unable  to  keep 
up  with  orders  from  that  city.  The  one  price 
schedule,  adopted  recently  by  the  retail  dealers 
of  Lansing,  as  a  consequence  is  discontinued,  and 
anthracite  is  quoted  at  $7.35@7.75  delivered. 

Eastern  Retail  ^lotes. 

Lewis  Streeter,  Pattenburg,  N.  J.,  is  building 
coal  dumps  and  will  start  a  retail  coal  business 
at  this  point  this  winter. 

A  coal  pocket  is  to  be  built  near  Steamboat 
square,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  by  the  Delaware  &  Hud¬ 
son,  provided  available  land  can  be  secured. 

James  Filbert,  coal  dealer  at  Robesonia,  Pa., 
has  a  force  of  masons  at  work  erecting  stone 
piers  for  his  new  coal  storage  plant  west  of  the 
station. 

The  Gloucester  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Gloucester,  Mass.,  with  a  capital  of  $50,000. 
The  incorporators  are  R.  E.  Goodwin,  C.  T. 
Heberle  and  C.  N.  Chase. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  Coal 
Exchange  was  postponed  from  October  until 
November  seventh  on  account  of  the  coming 
city  election  in  Philadelphia. 

The  Brooklyn  Rapid  Transit  Co.,  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  is  laying  in  a  larger  supply  of  coal  this 
winter  than  ever  before,  in  anticipation  of  a 
strike  in  the  anthracite  region. 

Frank  B.  Deck,  Dolgeville,  N.  Y.,  bought  the 
entire  stock  of  the  Dolgeville  Coal  Co.  at  auction 
recently  in  that  city.  The  price  paid  was  $795, 
while  the  value  of  the  stock  is  said  to  be  $5,800. 

The  contract  for  furnishing  coal  to  the  city 
of  Green  Island,  N.  Y.,  has  been  awarded  to 
W.  F.  Keatings,  a  coal  merchant  at  that  place. 
The  contract  calls  for  anthracite  at  $5.90  per 
ton. 

Owens  &  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at  Larch- 
mont,  N.  Y.,  to  deal  in  coal,  coke  and  wood  at  re¬ 
tail.  The  capital  of  the  corporation  is  $100,000,  arid 
the  incorporators  are  R.  K.  Owens,  R.  T.  Heiston 
and  B.  S.  Davis. 

The  price  war  at  Rutland,  Vt.,  remains  un¬ 
changed,  the  price  of  anthracite  being  about 
$5.89  per  ton.  This  is  more  than  one  dollar 


cheaper  than  the  coal  was  selling  last  summer, 
the  price  then  being  $7.00. 

The  Lackawanna  railroad  is  having  much  trou¬ 
ble  now  that  the  cold  weather  has  set  in,  as  a 
result  of  small  thefts  of  coal  from  its  cars  while 
standing  on  the  track.  Energetic  measures  will 
be  employed  to  check  the  commission  of  larceny. 

Western  Coal  and  Coke  J\[otes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 

The  Eastern  Illinois  Mining  Co.,  Joplin,  Mo., 
has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$5,000. 

Coal  has  been  found  fourteen  feet  below  the 
surface  at  Shepard,  Mich.  The  opening  of  a  mine 
is  probable. 

A  forty-inch  vein  of  coal  was  struck  recently 
at  a  depth  of  225  feet  on  the  J.  H.  Russell  farm, 
one  mile  west  of  Chilhowee,  Mo. 

A  five-foot  vein  of  coal  has  been  discovered 
by  the  Pleasant  Valley  Coal  Co.  at  Coalville, 
Iowa.  Development  work  is  in  progress. 

Charles  McAvoy,  purchasing  agent  of  the 
Illinois  Central,  has  contracted  for  6,000  acres 
of  coal  rights  between  Pawnee  and  Taylorville, 
Ill. 

The  Florence  Coal  Co.,  which  recently  leased 
the  Willie  mine  near  Williamsburg,  Colo.,  is  build¬ 
ing  a  tipple  and  preparing  the  property  for  pro¬ 
duction. 

The  Duquoin  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Duquoin,  Ill.,  by  Harry  C.  Miller,  Frank  Horn 
and  Pat  J.  Conaty.  The  capital  stock  of  the 
company  is  $2,000. 

Coal  miners  in  El  Paso  county,  Colo.,  have 
received  an  increase  in  their  wages  of  thirty- 
three  cents  per  day.  In  the  future  they  will 
receive  $2.75  a  day. 

The  Acme  Coal  &  Lime  Co.  has  been  formed 
with  a  capital  of  $10,000  at  Terre  Haute,  Ind. 
The  incorporators  are  J.  W.  Thompson,  J.  R. 
Witty  and  Charles  L.  Hartenfels. 

The  Elliott-Walker  Mine  Development  Co.  has 
been  incorporated  at  Denver,  Colo.,  with  a  capi¬ 
tal  stock  of  $50,000.  The  incorporators  are  S.  T. 
Elliott,  J.  W.  Walker  and  J.  C.  Anderson. 

The  Brereton  Coal  Co.  will  erect  a  coal  wash¬ 
ing  plant  near  Galesburg,  Ill.,  which  will  have 
a  capacity  of  1,600  tons  of  slack  a  day.  The  cost 
of  the  plant  will  be  between  $50,000  and  $60,000. 

The  Standard  Compressed  Fuel  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  with  a  capital  of 
$10,000.  The  incorporators  are  E.  A.  Dewey, 
M.  J.  Gavin,  E.  V.  O’Dwyer,  E.  Jones  and  C.  D. 
Kountz. 

A  new  coal  company  has  been  formed  at  Flor¬ 
ence,  Colo.,  by  James  A.  Condit  and  others  of 
that  place.  A  twenty-year  lease  has  been  secured 
on  the  Bassick  coal  property,  one  mile  south  of 
Rockvale. 

Local  officials  of  the  mine  workers  at  Farm¬ 
ington,  Ill.,  were  fined  $10  each  for  permitting 
the-  miners  at  that  place  to  go  out  on  a  strike 
recently,  thus  violating  their  agreement  with  the 
operators. 

A  petrified  horse  hoof  in  a  coal  mine  near 
Eldora,  Iowa,  has  proved  a  puzzle  to  scientists/ 
It  measures  eight  inches  across  one  way,  and 
weighs  fully  ten  pounds.  The  hoof  is  on  exhibi¬ 
tion  at  Stratford,  Ill. 

The  Leatherwood  Consolidated  Coal  Co.  has 
been  incorporated  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $20,000.  The  incorporators  are  Charles 
Hartman,  F.  L.  Mulholland,  R.  V.  Phillips,  E.  H. 
Horton  and  E.  F.  Bore. 

Coal  has  been  discovered  in  the  vicinity  of 
Lost  Prairie,  Ore.  One  of  the  largest  seams 
opened  is  seven  miles  northeast  of  Flora  on  the 
farm  of  George  Cannon.  Railroads  are  needed 
for  the  development  of  the  property. 

The  Wilson-Mesa  Mining  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Denver,  Colo.,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $300,000.  The  incorporators  are  William 
Campbell,  L.  Hatch,  G.  J.  D.  Williams.  The 
offices  of  the  company  are  at  Grand  Junction, 
Colo. 
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Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  ^lotes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

The  Eureka  Colliery  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Macdonald,  W.  Va.,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$75,000. 

White’s  Creek  Coal  Mining  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Somerset,  Pa.  The  incorporators 
are  J.  N.  Snyder,  W.  W.  Knable  and  W.  B. 
Parker. 

A  new  coal  operation,  the  Hudson  colliery,  with 
a  capacity  of  J,000  tons  daily,  has  been  opened  at 
Shenandoah,  Pa.,  furnishing  employment  to  150 
men  and  boys. 

The  Tunnel  Coal  Co.  is  to  be  incorporated  at 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  by  I.  M.  Price,  W.  S.  Heilner 
and  B.  W.  Turner,  November  ninth,  to  engage  in 
a  general  coal  mining  business. 

The  Paint  mountain  Coal  &  Lumber  Co.  has 
been  incorporated  at  Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $50,000.  The  incorporators  are 
A.  C.  Hawkins,  J.  G.  Floyd,  J.  E.  Lemley  and 
others. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Decker’s  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  is  erect¬ 
ing  100  new  coke  ovens  at  Rock  Forge,  on  the 
M.  &  K.  railroad,  near  Richard,  W.  Va. 

A  deal  has  just  been  closed  by  the  United 
States  Steel  Corporation  for  the  entire  output  of 
coke  of  the  W.  J.  Rainey  Coke  Co.,  Pittsburg, 
Pa. 

A  large  tract  of  coal  land  in  Fayette  county,  W. 
Va.,  has  been  purchased  by  J.  O.  Cole  and  C.  Crane, 
of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  The  consideration  was  $47,- 
564. 

The  Dominion  Coal  Co.  has  let  a  contract  for 
$100,000  for  the  installation  of  electrical  appa¬ 
ratus  in  the  mines  of  the  company  at  Glace  Bay, 
Nova  Scotia. 

The  underground  workings  of  the  Girard  col¬ 
liery,  _  Mahanoy  City,  Pa.,  are  on  fire.  Every  ef¬ 
fort  is  being  put  forth  to  save  the  mine,  which 
provides  employment  for  700  men  and  boys. 

Old  openings,  which  were  abandoned  some 
fifty-five  or  more  years  ago,  are  now  being  suc¬ 


cessfully  worked  by  the  Lehigh  Coal  &  Naviga¬ 
tion  Co.  at  Bear  Ridge,  south  of  Cumbola,  Pa. 

E.  D.  Fulton  and  W.  W.  Parish,  of  Uniontown, 
Pa.,  recently  sold  three-fourths  of  their  holdings 
in  the  Geneva  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  New  Geneva, 
Pa.  The  price  paid  for  the  holdings  was  $405,- 
000. 

An  improved  safety  device  for  mine  carriages 
has  been  invented  and  patented  by  A.  W.  Baker, 
foreman  of  carpenters  at  the  Buttonwood  col¬ 
liery  of  the  Parrish  Coal  Co.,  near  Wilkesbarre, 
Pa. 

An  electric  power  and  lighting  plant  is  being 
installed  at  the  Clear  Springs  colliery,  Pittston, 
Pa,  In  the  course  of  time  several  electric  loco¬ 
motives  will  be  introduced,  which  will  do  away 
with  mule  haulage. 

The  Federal  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  operating  mines 
along  the  Paw  Paw  branch  of  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  railroad.  West  Virginia,  has  let  the  con¬ 
tract  for  the  construction  of  100  coke  ovens  to  be 
erected  at  an  early  date. 

The  jig_  runners  of  the  Bast  colliery  of  the 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  went  on 
strike  recently.  Several  hundred  men  and  boys 
were  affected,  but  the  trouble  has  been  adjusted 
and  the  men  have  returned  to  work. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  at  a  meet¬ 
ing^  of  the  Belton  Coal  Co.,  recently  held  in 
Uniontown,  Pa.:  L.  Gadis,  president;  T.  S. 
Lackey,  vice-president;  Attorney  Williams,  secre¬ 
tary  ;  J.  C.  McClenathan,  treasurer. 

It  is  stated  that  at  the  meeting  of  the  Lehigh 
Coal  &  Navigation  directors,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
which  will  be  held  next  month,  the  stock  will  be 
placed  on  a  nine  or  ten  per  cent  dividend  basis, 
as  against  eight  per  cent  at  present. 

The  Camden  Coke  Co.  has  established  a  branch 
at  Chester,  Pa.,  where  a  wharf  will  be  erected 
and  cargoes  discharged.  The  Camden  Coke  Co. 
is  capitalized  at  $2,000,000  and  is  one  of  the 
strongest  corporations  of  its  kind  in  the  coun¬ 
try. 

J.  C.  Stapffer  recently  filed  a  petition  in  the 
United  States  district  court  at  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
asking  that  the  International  Coal  Mining  Co., 


Philadelphia,  be  adjudged  a  bankrupt,  with  a 
view  of  winding  up  the  affairs  of  the  corpora¬ 
tion. 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co. 
has  decided  to  pump  the  water  from  many  of  its 
deserted  collieries  near  Pottsville,  Pa.,  and  also 
to  make  extensive  developments  in  the  lower 
basin,  which  will  largely  increase  its  anthracite 
output. 

The  strike  at  the  mines  of  G.  B.  Markle  &  Co, 
in  the  anthracite  region  has  been  called  off  an'l 
the  .3,000  miners,  after  being  out  for  a  week,  have 
returned  to  work,  the  company’s  position  being 
sustained  with  reference  to  the  employe  who  was 
discharged. 

At  mine  No.  1  of  the  Ellsworth  Coal  Co., 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  a  total  of  1,330  pit  cars  of  coal 
were  taken  out  of  a  single  shaft  in  one  day,  and 
in  addition  to  the  coal  eighty-nine  cars  of  debris 
and  slate  were  hoisted.  This  record  is  consid¬ 
ered  remarkable. 

After  tunneling  for  more  than  six  months,  the 
No._  11  vein  at  the  Reading  company’s  Sterling 
colliery  has  been  located.  It  is  reported  to  be 
six  feet  thick  and  a  large  number  of  men  and 
boys  will  be  given  employment  in  that  part  of 
the  mines  in  developing  it. 

A  new  washery  is  to  be  built  by  the  Hillside 
Coal  &  Iron  Co.  in  the  rear  of  the  Hillside  col¬ 
liery  at  Avoca,  Pa.,  and  the  breaker  is  to  be 
thoroughly  overhauled.  Other  improvements  will 
also  be  effected,  which  will  cause  a  suspension 
at  the  mines  for  two  months. 

During  the  past  four  months  large  quantities 
of  coal  have  been  taken  from  the  Susquehanna 
river  between  Sunbury  and  Nanticoke,  Pa.  This 
river  coal,  which  is  carried  down  stream  from 
the  coal  beds  of  Nanticoke,  finds  ready  sale  at 
the  river  bank  for  $1.25  a  ton. 

One  of  the  collieries  of  the  Dominion  Coal  Co. 
in  Nova  Scotia  is  idle  on  account  of  the  men  re¬ 
fusing  to  continue  the  use  of  a  newly  introduced 
explosive  known  as  “bobbonite.”  The  miners 
claim  they  will  stay  out  until  the  use  of  the  regu¬ 
lar  “bulldog”  powder  is  resumed. 

One  of  the  features  in  the  construction  of  the 
Parrish  breaker  of  the  Parrish  Coal  Co.,  Wilkes¬ 
barre,  Pa.,  is  that  several  two-inch  steam  pipes 
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run  alongside  of  every  chute  where  the  slate- 
pickers  sit,  and  on  the  coldest  day  of  winter  the 
latter  will  be  warm  and  comfortable. 

The  strike  which  has  been  on  at  the  mines  of 
the  Falls  Creek  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Lock  Haven, 
Pa.,  for  the  past  three  or  four  weeks,  has  been 
settled  and  the  miners  have  returned  to  work 
under  the  conditions  of  the  Altoona  scale,  which 
both  the  miners  and  the  employers  have  signed. 

The  prospecting  which  has  been  done  in  the 
vicinity  of  New  Florence,  Pa.,  shows  the  coal 
to  be  at  too  great  a  depth  to  be  mined  with 
profit.  Many  of  the  farmers  in  the  vicinity  are 
very  much  disappointed,  as  they  had  optioned 
their  lands  at  a  good  price  with  a  view  to  shar¬ 
ing  the  profits. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of 
the  Republic  Iron  &  Steel  Co.,  held  in  Jersey 
City  last  week,  E.  J.  Berwind,  of  the  Berwind- 
White  Coal  Mining  Co.,  New  York,  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  that  cor¬ 
poration.  Mr.  Berwind,  through  his  large  and 
diverse  interests,  is  a  director  in  a  large  number 
of  corporations. 

A  new  dust  eradicator  has  been  put  in  use  at 
No.  14  breaker,  Pittston,  Pa.  The  machine  is 
capable  of  drawing  from  the  interior  of  the 
breaker  720  cubic  feet  of  dust  a  day  by  means  of 
a  large  suction  fan  placed  close  to  the  head  of  a 


galvanized  iron  pipe,  which  extends  from  a  brick 
enclosure  almost  to  the  top  of  the  breaker.  The 
fine  coal  dust  is  propelled  through  this  pipe  by 
means  of  the  air  current  created  by  the  fan. 

Literary  Notes, 

W.  S.  Harwood,  who  wrote  the  recently  published 
articles  on  Luther  Burbank  in  The  Century,  has  written 
for  the  same  magazine  the  story  of  how  California’s  crops 
are  saved — largely  by  the  work  of  the  United  States 
department  of  agriculture.  Mr.  Harwood  will  narrate 
how  science  has  succeeded  in  exterminating  insect  pests 
that  had  well  nigh  ruined  the  chief  crops  of  California. 

Miss  Helen  Nicolay,  daughter  of  John  G.  Nicol^,  joint 
author  with  John  Hay  of  the  authorized  life  of  Lincoln, 
has  written  a  boys’  life  of  Lincoln  which  is  to  appear  in 
St.  Nicholas  during  the  coming  year.  While  the  work 
is  founded  on  Messrs.  Nicolay  and  Hay’s  history,  yet  it 
has  in  it  much  new  material  which  is  of  especial  interest 
to  young  folks.  It  will  be  fully  illustrated  and  one  of 
the  leading  features  of  St.  Nicholas  during  the  coming 
year. 

In  the  American  Monthly  Review  of  Reviews  for  No¬ 
vember,  the  most  prominent  topics  of  discussion  are,  the 
independent  tendency  in  American  politics,  as  illustrated 
in  Mr.  Jerome’s  fight  for  re-election  in  New  York  and 
in  other  local  campaigns  in  various  parts  of  the  country; 
the  question  of  insurance  management;  the  meeting  of 
Russia’s  first  parliament,  the  Duma,  and  the  method  of 
its  election;  the  lessons  in  sanitation  taught  us  by  Japan’s 
recent  war  experience;  the  movement  for  church  federa¬ 
tion  in  America  and  England;  the  contribution  made  by 
Jews  to  our  national  life  (apropos  of  the  two-hundred- 
and-fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  landing  of  the  first  Jews 
in  America) ;  the  present  condition  of  rural  Ireland,  and 

(Continued  on  page  42) 


Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Southern  Enterprises. 

The  Worley  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Rockdale,  Tex.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $20,000. 
The  incorporators  are  A.  I.  Worley,  C.  Hanson 
and  William  Martin. 

J.  V.  Watkins,  of  Corsicana,  Tenn.,  and  others 
are  organizing  a  company  for  the  development  of 
10,000  acres  of  coal  and  timber  land  in  Freestone 
and  Anderson  counties,  Tenn. 

The  Southern  Tidewater  Coaling  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $2,500,000.  The  incorporators  are  J. 
Tevis,  M.  F.  McGhee,  A.  J.  Campbell  and  D.  F. 
Cameron. 

The  Commercial  Mining  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.,  and  Parsons, 
Kas.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $250,000.  The  in¬ 
corporators  are  W.  C.  Stevens,  F.  B.  Jones  and 
W.  S.  Whittinghill. 

General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Tesla  Coal  Co.  is  said  to  be  debating  the 
question  of  erecting  a  new  factory  at  Oakland, 
Cal.,  rather  than  reconstruct  the  buildings  re¬ 
cently  destroyed  by  fire  at  Stockton. 

A  new  coal  mine  is  being  opened  up  two  miles 
south  of  Rockport,  Ky.,  by  the  Broadway  Mining 


G.  G.  BOWMAN 


MINERand  SHIPPER 

ANTHRACITE  -  COKE-  BITUMINOUS 

SOIiK  8HIPPKR 
“Avoca”  (Plttaton  District).  ** Lopez”  (Bernice  Diatrlet). 

HUME  AttENT 

‘‘Buck  Bonntaln”  ^'Perfection”  BnalthlnB 

Vein  Lehlah”  “Best”  Oas 

"Wilkes  Barre”  "White  Oak  Steam 

And  other  grades  Anthracite  And  other  grades  Bltmalnoms 
Connellsvllle,  Latrobe,  Ctallltzln  and  West  Virginia  Coke. 

ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  1 19  WILLIAM  ST.,  PIHSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P.  R.  R.,  P.  &  R.  R.  R., 

L.  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R.,  and  their  connections. 


Standard  Quality  Round,  50  Cents 
Standard  Quality  Octagon,  60  Cents 
Extra  Quality  Round,  75  Cents 
Extra  Quality  Octagon,  85  Cents 


Standard  Grade,  3  Cents 
Crucible  Grade,  Cents 
Extra  Tool,  4  Cents 
All  Strictly  Guaranteed 


MADE  ON  EARTH 
AND  LOWEST  PRICE 


BEST  RAIL  BENDER 

For  12  lb.  Rail,  $9.00;  20  lb.,  $10.00;  35  lb.,  $13.50;  50  lb.,  $20.00 

U.  S.  TOOL  CO.  ro°x'"'Vr;  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


1 


TffiHABBINGT0N»KING  PERFORATING  CO. 


PERFORATED  STEEL  AND  BRONZE  PLATES 

For  Cleaning  and  Sizing 

OOiVU^,  OOKE^,  ORBJ,  ROCK,  Ki:Oe 
In  Shaking  or  Revolving  Screens. 

Perforated  Steel  Plates  and  Cylinders  up  to  one-half  inch  in  thickness  for 
hcftvv  service. 

Plates  of  Any  Dimensions  to  ten  feet  wide  by  twenty  feet  in  length,  punched 

and  rolled  as  required.  ,  ^ 

Blue  Prints,  Samples  and  Information  on  request.  The  name  of  this  Company 
is  a  synonym  for  the  best  goods  in  this  line. 

THE  HARRINGTON  &  KING  PERFORATING  CO. 

Main  Office  &  Works:  215  North  Uulon  Street,  CHICAGO,  ILL,  U.  S.  A. 
New  York  Office:  114  Liberty  Street. 


CXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX)00C)000<XXX)00CXXX)0000C)(XXX)000owo>o\AJuLAAAAAAAAJUUUUUUU(J000^ 


The  ST.  Louis  and 
Big  Muddy GoalGo. 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICE, 

CARBONDALE,  ILL. 


MINES  NEAR 

CARTERVILLE, 

Williamson  County, 
Illinois. 


CAPACITY 

2,500 

TONS 

DAILY. 


SOLE 

PROPRIETORS 

HURRICANE 

COAL 


A  600  ton  dally  capacity 
Lobrlg  Coal  Washlag 
Plant  operated  In  coa* 
nectloo  with  mine. 


'i:'rea<3«  Aifax*iz. 

Mentio.  Th»  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertiaera. 


43 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


[Novbmbeb  4 


Co.  The  shaft  has  been  sunk  to  a  depth  of  fifty 
feet  and  work  is  progressing  rapidly. 

The  Cumberland  River  &  Nashville  railroad 
contemplates  the  building  of  a  road  into  the  coal 
fields  of  Kentucky  from  Somerset.  This  will 
open  up  the  greatest  coal  counties  in  that  state. 

It  is  believed  that  the  car  shortage  in  the 
vicinity  of  Birmingham,  Ala.,  will  be  relieved 
within  the  next  few  days,  when  deliveries  are 
expected  on  new  cars  ordered  some  time  ago. 

R.  A,  Ayers  and  H.  J.  Ayers,  of  Big  Stone  Gap, 
Va.,  have  leased  500  acres  of  coal  land  to  the 
Seaboard  Coal  Co.  and  500  acres  to  the  Rich- 
lands  Coal  Co. 

The  engine  room  of  the  King,  Wootters  &  War¬ 
ren  coal  mine,  three  miles  north  of  Lovelady, 
Tex.,  burned  recently,  damaging  the  machinery  to 
the  extent  of  $500  and  suspending  operations  for 
several  days. 

Suit  for  $75,000  has  been  filed  in  the  United 
States  circuit  court  at  Mobile,  Ala.,  by  the  South¬ 
ern  Coal  Co.  against  the  Southern  railway,  al¬ 
leging  that  the  railroad  confiscated  cars  of  coal 
in  transit. 

Directors  of  the  Tennessee  Land  &  Coal  Co.  re¬ 
cently  met  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  elected  the 


following  officers:  James  E.  Jones,  president; 
L.  T.  Smith,  vice-president;  S.  E.  Sims,  secre¬ 
tary,  and  C.  A.  King,  treasurer. 

The  closing  of  the  canal  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  is 
to  be  postponed  for  a  week  or  probably  longer, 
as  tows  of  coal  now  on  the  way  down  the  Ohio 
river  will  have  to  pass  through  before  the  gates 
can  be  closed. 

The  coke  ovens  of  the  Sheffield  Coal  &  Iron 
Co.,  Jasper,  Ala.,  are  now  in  full  blast,  and  the 
production  of  coke  is  going  steadily  on.  .This 
operation  has  stimulated  business  in  Jasper,  as 
a  large  number  of  men  and  boys  have  been  given 
employment. 

The  Pratt  Coal  Co.  is  rapidly  developing  the 
coal  lands  which  were  recently  purchased  in  the 
vicinity  of  Palos,  Ala.,  and  is  stiil  buying  land. 
Three  hundred  frame  dwellings,  for  the  use  of 
employes,  are  being  erected  near  Quinton,  where 
an  eleven-foot  vein  of  coal  is  now  being  mined. 

The  coal  operators  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  have 
never  had  as  many  orders  on  their  books  as 
they  have  at  present,  and  have  never  had  to 
turn  down  so  many  because  of  the  inability  to 
supply  the  demand.  Steam  coal  has  advanced 
twenty  cents  during  the  last  thirty  days,  and  do¬ 
mestic  coal  twenty-five  cents  in  the  same  period. 


Literary  ^lotes. 
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the  workings  of  the  new  land  law;  and  the  provision 
for  sports  and  games  in  the  park  playgrounds  of  our 
great  cities. 

Can  you  think  of  a  gift  more  certain  to  be  acceptable 
than  a  year’s  subscription  to  The  Youth's  Companionf  Is 
there  any  one,  young  or  old,  who,  having  once  had  the 
paper  in  bis  bands  and  looked  through  it,  did  not  wish 
to  possess  it  for  his  very  own?  It  is  a  gift  which, 
far  from  losing  its  freshness  as  Christmas  recedes  into 
the  past,  grows  more  delightful,  more  necessary  to  one’s 
enjoyment  week  by  week.  The  boy  likes  it,  for  it  reflects 
in  its  pages  every  boyish  taste  and  every  fine  boyish  as¬ 
piration.  The  father  likes  it,  not  only  for  its  fiction  but 
for  its  fund  of  information  of  the  practical  sort.  The 
girl  likes  it  for  the  stories,  anecdotes,  sketches  and  edi¬ 
torial  articles  printed  in  each  number  especially  for  her. 
The  mother  likes  it  for  its  stories  of  domestic  life  and 
family  affection,  for  its  children’s  page  and  for  its  med¬ 
ical  article.  On  receipt  of  SI. 75,  the  yearly  subscrip¬ 
tion  price,  the  publishers  send  to  the  new  subscriber  all 
the  remaining  issues  of  The  Companion  for  1905  and  the 
"Minutemen”  Calendar  for  1906.  lithographed  in  twelve 
colors  and  go'd.  Full  illustrated  announcement  of  the 
new  volume  for  1906  will  be  sent  with  sample  copies  of 
the  paper  to  any  address  free.  The  Youth's  Companion, 
144  Berkeley  street,  Boston,  Mass. 

V 

The  Crescent  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Denver,  Colo.,  with  a  capital  of  $250,000.  The 
incorporators  are  John  McDonough  and  R.  W. 
Redding. 
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General  Review 

Fob  the  past  fortnight  the  attention  of  the  coal  trade  has  been 
largely  centered  in  the  developments  connected  with  the  bituminous 
product.  This  week  there  has  been  a  shifting  of  the  scenes,  and  in  the 
eastern  states,  at  least,  the  position  of  anthracite  is  attracting  a  large 
share  of  attention.  Bituminous  continues  to  be  short  of  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  country  as  a  result  of  the  car  famine,  which  is  curtailing 
production,  and  the  conditions  in  this  respect  are  as  much  accentuated 
as  ever,  but  this  is  beginning  to  be  an  old  story  now — it  has  continued 
for  such  a  long  time. 

In  anthracite  the  demand  has  taken  an  unusual  spurt  and  operat¬ 
ing  officials  are  freely  making  the  prediction  that  this  will  be  one  of 
the  most  active  winters  in  the  history  of  the  industry.  There  will 
be  more  or  less  agitation  concerning  the  strike  situation  from  this  time 
forward.  The  miners  are  preparing  to  issue  a  call  for  a  convention  of 
the  mine  workers  in  the  three  principal  districts  to  be  held  at  Sha- 
mokin,  commencing  December  fourteenth.  It  is  confidently  expected 
that  the  demands  of  the  miners  will  be  outlined  at  this  meeting.  The 
future  can  largely  be  judged  by  the  action  taken  at  that  time.  If  the 
convention  should  happen  to  be  conservative  and  only  make  demands 
which  are  legitimate  there  might  be  considerable  hope  of  continued 
peace  after  April  first.  But  if  it  is  dominated  by  the  radicals  in  the 
miners’  organization,  the  labor  problem  will  be  a  delicate  one  to  handle 
and  may  bring  on  a  cessation  of  work  at  the  mines. 

Aside  from  the  approach  of  the  time  when  the  miners  will  formu¬ 
late  their  demands,  there  is  great  activity  in  the  anthracite  trade. 
Officials  of  the  shipping  companies  are  freely  making  the  prediction 
that  there  will  be  times  during  the  winter  when  the  available  supply  of 
coal  will  not  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  trade.  At 
present  this  situation  prevails  to  a  large  extent  in  eastern  markets. 
Shipping  companies  are  turning  down  business  or  are  accepting  it  with 
the  understanding  that  orders  will  be  filled  in  rotation  and  only  as  the 
coal  can  be  supplied.  Many  of  the  companies  have  accumulated  orders 
which  will  require  at  least  a  fortnight  to  supply  under  the  most 
favorable  of  conditions.  From  this  time  forward  the  conditions  as  to 
production  are  not  likely  to  be  so  favorable.  Extreme  cold  weather 
will  freeze  up  the  washeries  and  place  impediments  in  the  way  of 
operating  the  collieries  at  their  full  capacity.  In  addition  to  these 
handicaps,  which  are  likely  to  be  experienced  at  any  time  now,  as  soon 
as  there  are  heavy  falls  of  snow,  the  transportation  situation  undoubt¬ 
edly  will  grow  much  worse  than  at  present. 

Some  idea  of  the  strenuous  times  being  experienced  in  the  east¬ 
ern  anthracite  trade  can  be  obtained  when  it  is  known  that  the  Octo¬ 
ber  production  exceeded  5,000,000  tons  and  that  the  total  production 
this  year  thus  far  has  been  slightly  in  excess  of  50,000,000  tons  as 
against  47,000,000  tons  for  the  same  period  in  1904.  Evidently  the 
increased  tonnage  has  been  absorbed  most  readily,  for  nothing  like  the 
demand  forl;oal  was  being  experienced  a  year  ago  that  has  prevailed 
during  the  past  two  weeks.  In  addition  to  the  activity  to  secure  the 
freshly  mined  product,  the  shipping  companies  are  withdrawing  ton¬ 
nage  l*om  storage  with  a  view  to  supplying  the  demand  which  is 
urgent  and  which  can  not  otherwise  be  supplied.  Storage  stocks  today, 
notwithstanding  the  larger  storage  facilities  available  last  summer,  are 
considerably  less  than  they  were  a  year  ago,  and  at  the  present  rate  of 
withdraw'al  of  this  coal  there  will  be  practically  no  anthracite  in 
storage  by  the  first  of  the  new  year.  This  is  a  remarkable  condition, 
and  already  is  the  cause  of  some  worry  to  the  shipping  companies,  who 
begin  to  fear  that  they  will  not  be  able  to  take  care  of  all  the  busi¬ 
ness  that  will  come  to  them  this  winter. 

Anthracite  Buying  Has  Been  Active. 

Buying  of  anthracite  in  all  parts  of  the  country  has  been  active 
during  the  past  week.  In  the  west  there  is  a  marked  shortage  of 
chestnut  size  which  makes  it  necessary  for  buyers  to  do  considerable 
shopping  around  before  they  can  obtain  a  sufficient  tonnage  to  meet  cur¬ 
rent  requirements.  Moreover,  the  movement  of  coal  westward  by 
way  of  the  great  lakes  continues  to  be  less  than  a  year  ago.  Total 


of  fKe  Markets. 

movement  during  October  was  fifty  per  cent  less  than  the  same  montli 
in  1904,  while  in  November  thus  far  it  has  not  averaged  over  fifty 
per  cent  of  the  tonnage  for  the  first  ten  days  of  the  month  last  year. 
In  the  east  the  demand  from  the  shoal-water  ports  will  shortly  ease 
off,  but  the  activity  in  the  all-rail  trade  is  becoming  more  pronounced 
and  is  taking  enough  coal  to  more  than  balance  the  curtailment  of 
movement  coastwise.  Deep-water  Atlantic  ports  are  also  taking  more 
coal  and  will  be  active  factors  in  the  situation  in  the  immediate  future. 
A  remarkable  expansion  in  the  consumption  of  steam  sizes  of  anthra¬ 
cite  has  also  occurred  in  the  east  and  this  coal  is  more  active  than  it 
was  ever  known  to  be  at  this  season  of  the  year. 

Bituminous  Market  Shows  Speculative  Features. 

In  the  bituminous  trade  the  market  still  shows  speculative  fea¬ 
tures  at  nearly  all  points,  with  Chicago  probably  in  the  lead  in  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  speculations  and  the  remarkable  advance  in  trading  prices. 
Other  leading  markets,  however,  are  not  far  behind,  and  every  one  who 
uses  this  fuel  is  apparently  endeavoring  to  secure  a  supply  before  the 
situation  grows  any  worse  as  to  transportation.  The  month  of  No¬ 
vember  opened  with  one  of  the  most  active  markets  on  record,  and 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  providing  that  normal  winter  weather 
prevails,  the  demand  will  exceed  the  supply  the  next  three  months. 

In  the  eastern  bituminous  markets  there  is  a  call  for  all  the  coal 
that  can  be  produced,  with  prices  generally  ranging  higher  than  a 
year  ago.  In  New  York  harbor  and  the  sound  ports  all  the  coal  that 
can  be  forwarded  is  being  absorbed  readily  at  a  range  of  prices  around 
$2.60@2.75  f.  0.  b.  alongside.  Some  idea  of  the  situation  as  to  coal 
for  all-rail  shipment  from  the  mines  can  be  obtained  when  it  is  known 
that  the  ordinary  steam  grades,  which  consist  principally  of  run-of- 
mine,  are  being  held  firmly  at  $1.35@$1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  This 
price  is  from  twenty-five  to  fifty  cents  higher  than  a  year  ago  at  this 
time  for  the  same  grades  of  coal.  There  is  considerable  specula¬ 
tion  in  the  east  as  to  whether  these  conditions  will  continue  throughout 
the  winter,  and  where  the  subject  has  been  thoroughly  discussed  con¬ 
servative  operators  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  prices  will  be 
higher  before  they  are  lower.  The  car  supply  in  those  fields  continues 
to  be  much  short  of  the  requirements,  with  no  hope  of  any  improve¬ 
ment.  Coastwise  freight  rates  are  high  on  light  draft  vessels,  but  on 
deep-water  craft  rule  about  steady,  although  considerable  trouble  is  ex¬ 
perienced  at  both  loading  and  discharging  ports  in  securing  suit¬ 
able  berths. 

In  the  western  trade  there  are  a  number  of  features  which  will 
conspire  to  keep  the  market  at  its  present  level  or  add  to  the  prices 
which  are  now  prevailing.  One  feature  which  is  attracting  attention 
is  the  curtailment  in  the  tonnage  moving  up  the  great  lakes  to  dock 
points  during  the  past  month  and  a  half.  It  is  generally  conceded  now 
that  the  stocks  at  dock  points  will  be  less  than  they  were  a  year  ago, 
and  much  less  than  the  principal  operating  companies  expected  they 
would  be  at  the  end  of  the  season.  During  the  past  forty  or  fifty  days 
the  ear  shortage  has  prevented  the  njines  from  operating  on  full  time, 
and  if  the  mines  had  been  able  to  produce  anything  like  a  normal  ton¬ 
nage,  the  railroads  could  not  have  moved  the  coal  to  loading  ports. 
Quite  naturally,  the  tonnage  was  curtailed  seriously.  If  the  docks 
enter  the  winter  with  light  stocks  this  means  that  there  will  be  greater 
activity  in  the  all-rail  trade  after  the  season  of  navigation  closes. 

In  addition  to  these  conditions  some  of  the  railroads  are  already 
running  short  of  a  supply  of  fuel  for  locomotive  purposes.  The  conse¬ 
quence  has  been  frequent  confiscation  of  coal  in  transit  over  their 
lines  during  the  past  week.  With  comparatively  mild  weather  prevail¬ 
ing  confiscations  were  never  before  known  to  occur  at  this  season  of 
the  year  unless  strikes  had  created  a  shortage  of  coal.  This  is  one 
of  the  effects  of  the  car  famine.  Operating  companies  have  been  un¬ 
able  to  produce  enough  coal  to  meet  their  contract  requirements,  and 
accordingly  large  consumers  have  been  obliged  to  secure  coal  where  it 
could  be  obtained.  Prices  have  shown  advancing  tendencies  on  nearly 
every  grade  of  bituminous  coal  sold  in  the  west  during  the  past  week. 
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Speculative  markets  continue  to  prevail  in  the 
west,  particularly  with  reference  to  bituniinous 
coal,  i'he  supply  of  the  latter  available  bn  the 
spot  continues  much  short  of  the  requirements 
owing  to  the  shortage  of  cars,  and  buyers  are 
competing  to  secure  tonnage.  As  a  result  prices 
have  gained  during  the  week  on  nearly  all  de¬ 
scriptions.  An  index  to  the  general  situation 
can  be  obtained  when  it  is  known  that  producing 
and  shipping  companies,  in  nearly  every  in¬ 
stance,  have  withdrawn  their  men  from  the  road 
and  are  sending  them  to  the  mines  in  the  various 
bituminous  fields  to  secure  increased  shipments. 
In  some  instances  these  buyers  remain  at  the 
mines  and  as  soon  as  a  car  of  coal  is  loaded  bid 
against  each  other  with  the  operating  company 
to  secure  the  car  number.  The  situation  as  to 
supply  of  coal  at  Chicago  and  in  all  the  other 
leading  markets  is  the  worst  ever  experienced 
in  the  coal  trade  caused  by  a  stringency  of 
equipment  and  when  there  is  no  other  cause, 
such  as  a  strike,  to  intervene  and  create  a  pau¬ 
city  of  supplies. 

There  is  no  immediate  indication  that  there  will 
be  any  improvement  in  the  situation.  In  fact, 
every  week  seems  to  result  in  a  shorter  supply 
of  cai^  and  a  greater  demand  for  coal,  until 
the  market  may  run  away  with  itself  unless 
some  relief  is  furnished.  (Jn  some  coals  prices 
are  fully  100  per  cent  higher  at  the  mine  than 
they  were  two  months  ago.  This  advance  in  price 
is  not  fictitious  but  is  due  to  the  buying  demand 
and  the  increasing  competition  to  secure  a  sup¬ 
ply.  There  are  those  in  the  trade  who  are  ex¬ 
tremely  conservative  with  reference  to  such  sit¬ 
uations  as  the  present  and  who  deplore  the  spec¬ 
ulative  tendency  of  the  market,  but  they  can  not 
stay  the  buying  demand  at  present.  When  people 
are  short  of  coal,  and  the  tonnage  produced  is 
insufficient  to  meet  their  requirements  naturally 
the  market  takes  an  advance.  That  is  just  what 
is  occurring  at  present. 

Car  Famine  Is  Not  Abated. 

The  prospects  for  an  abatement  of  the  car 
famine  are  even  remote,  although  the  lake  season 
is  drawing  to  a  close.  It  has  been  believed 
all  along  that  with  the  close  of  navigation  on 
the  great  lakes  a  number  of  cars  would  be  di¬ 
verted  to  the  all-rail  trade  and  that  the  tonnage 
of  coal  would  be  increased.  Here  is  the  situa¬ 
tion  on  one  carrying  road.  The  Hocking  Valley 
in  Ohio  has  1,400  cars  approximately  engaged  in 
transporting  coal  to  lake  docks.  Ordinarily  at 
this  season  of  the  year  it  should  have  5,000  cars 
in  that  branch  of  its  business.  When  the  lake 
season  is  ended  the  addition  of  this  equipment 
to  the  all-rail  trade  will  not  help  the  situation 
very  greatly,  owing  to  the  difficulty  which  will 
be  experienced  in  getting  the  cars  back  from  for¬ 
eign  roads  and  also  because  of  the  further 
fact  that  the  haul  will  be  longer.  Other  rail¬ 
roads  engaged  in  hauling  coal  to  lake  ports  are 
in  the  same  position,  relatively,  as  to  equipment. 
The  tonnage  which  moved  to  northwestern  docks 
during  October  was  very  small  comparatively,  be¬ 
cause  the  railroads  did  not  have  the  usual  quota 
of  cars. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  from  a  careful  analy¬ 
sis  of  the  situation,  that  this  source  of  hope  as 
to  an  improved  car  supply  will  not  furnish  much 
relief.  There  is  still  another  feature  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  matter.  The  strain  on  the  motive 
power  of  the  various  coal  carrying  roads  during 
the  past  two  months  has  been  tremendous.  This 
can  not  continue  without  locomotives  “playing” 
out,  and  as  soon  as  there  is  cold  weather,  the 
inability  to  move  tonnage  will  be  caused  both  by 
lack  of  motive  power  and  shortage  of  cars. 

Much  Coal  Has  Been  Confiscated. 

The  Black  Diamond  believes  in  being  most 
conservative  in  its  market  reports,  owing  to  the 
importance  which  attaches  to  them,  but  it  can 
not  be  disputed  that  all  the  indications  are  de¬ 
cidedly  bullish  as  to  the  future.  Another  feature 
has  developed  during  the  week.  The  Chicago 
Great  Western  railroad  confiscated  a  number  of 
cars  of  coal  in  transit  owing  to  a  short  supply 


of  fuel.  It  has  contracts  sufficient  to  cover 
its  requirements,  but  the  producing  companies 
can  not  supply  tonnage  on  these  because  they 
can  not  operate  and  they  can  not  operate  because 
they  can  not  secure  cars  at  the  mines.  East  of 
Chicago  the  Pere  Marquette  is  in  the  same  rela¬ 
tive  position.  It  has  a  contract  for  coal  off  its 
line  of  road ;  the  foreign  road  embargoed  ship¬ 
ments  and  the  Pere  Marquette  can  not  get  coal. 
It  is  buying  wherever  it  can  purchase,  and  in 
addition  is  confiscating  the  tonnage  where  it  can 
be  obtained.  These  are  two  notable  examples 
where  coal  is  being  taken  by  railroad  companies. 
Probably  there  are  numerous  other  instances 
which  have  come  to  the  attention  of  shipping 
companies.  Confiscations  of  coal  are  always  an 
indication  of  a  shortage  of  supply  and  can  not 
be  construed  in  any  other  way.  The  railroads 
contract  for  coal  at  a  less  price  than  they  are 
obliged  to  pay  when  they  confiscate  it,  and  pre¬ 
fer  obtaining  it  from  the  regular  channels  when 
they  can  do  so.  They  only  confiscate  when  it  is 
absolutely  necessary. 

Condition  of  the  Car  Supply. 

The  car  supply  of  the  bituminous  mines  is 
not  more  than  thirty-five  to  forty  per  cent  of 
the  requirements  in  any  field.  It  would  be  ab¬ 
solutely  impossible  to  point  to  any  bituminous 
field  in  the  country  where  a  normal  supply  of 
cars  was  being  obtained.  In  the  New  River  and 
Pocahontas  fields  the  available  car  supply  since 
the  first  of  the  month  has  varied  from  twenty- 
five  to  forty  per  cent.  The  largest  run  was  on 
last  Monday  when  it  amounted  to  about  fifty  per 
cent.  Large  splint  and  Fairmont  producing  com¬ 
panies  in  West  Virginia  are  oversold  and  every 
day  are  running  farther  behind  on  their  contract 
obligations,  these  mines  operating  from  thirty- 
five  to  fifty  per  cent  of  their  capacity.  Spot  coal 
out  of  the  Youghiogheny  field  of  Pennsylvania 
is  at  a  decided  premium  over  previous  prices. 
Hocking  shippers  have  orders  in  hand  which  will 
last  anywhere  from  twenty-five  to  sixty  days. 
Indiana  coal  operators  show  a  little  better  running 
time  this  week,  but  it  has  made  no  impression 
on  the  general  situation,  most  of  this  tonnage 
applying  on  orders  accepted  thirty  days  ago.  Illi¬ 
nois  shows  variable  conditions  averaging  from  a 
day  to  two  and  a  half  days  a  week.  Probably 
the  total  production  in  all  the  bituminous  fields 
this  week  will  not  reach  fifty  per  cent,  and  a 
conservative  estimate  would  place  it  at  thirty- 
five  to  forty  per  cent  of  normal.  It  is  not  sur¬ 
prising  that  under  these  conditions  the  specula¬ 
tive  tendency  has  become  more  pronounced  and 
that  spot  coal  has  commanded  a  premium  wher¬ 
ever  it  could  be  obtained. 

And  the  anthracite  trade  in  the  west  is  not 
much  behind  the  bituminous  in  the  matter  of 
activity.  The  chilly  weather  this  week  resulted 
in  an  increased  demand  from  retailers  who  had 
not  covered  their  requirements  and  producing 
companies  have  been  flooded  with  orders  as  a 
consequence.  These  orders  are  coming  forward 
for  chestnut  coal  particularly,  which  is  in  short 
supply  with  practically  all  of  the  shipping  com¬ 
panies.  In  one  or  two  instances  shipping  agents 
have  gone  down  to  the  collieries  for  the  purpose 
of  seeing  if  they  can  not  bring  about  an  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  tonnage  being  forwarded  to  them. 
Most  all  of  the  companies  in  the  west  demand  that 
customers  shall  take  other  sizes  of  coal  when  plac¬ 
ing  orders  for  chestnut,  in  order  that  the  busi¬ 
ness  may  be  better  distributed. 

Anthracite  Demand  is  Active. 

The  situation  as  to  car  supply  at  the  eastern 
collieries  shows  no  improvement  whatever  and 
in  some  quarters  the  impression  exists  that  it  is 
worse  than  it  has  been  at  any  time  this  year. 
Some  of  the  companies  are  making  practically 
no  shipments  to  the  west  because  the  equipment 
can  not  be  obtained,  and  line  buyers  are  obliged 
to  shop  around  considerably  in  order  to  obtain 
the  tonnage  which  is  required  by  their  trade. 
This  has  resulted  in  some  duplication  of  orders 
in  shippers’  hands  and  possibly  makes  the  volume 
of  business  appear  larger  than  it  is,  but  after 
making  allowance  for  such  duplication  many  of 
the  companies  have  all  the  all-rail  orders  they 
can  deliver  within  the  next  three  or  four  weeks. 


It  is  possible  that  jobbing  companies  can  obtain 
a  premium  for  desirable  sizes  of  coal  if  these 
conditions  continue. 

Lake  movement  continues  to  be  seriously  ham¬ 
pered  owing  to  the  lack  of  cars  for  transpor¬ 
tation  to  loading  ports.  The  supply  of  equipment 
is  slightly  less  than  it  was  a  week  ago  and  it  is 
expected  that  the  movement  in  vessel  bottoms 
will  show  a  reduction  in  consequence,  when  the 
figures  are  available.  Dealers  are  experiencing 
a  more  active  demand  for  the  prepared  sizes 
of  anthracite  in  the  west  as  a  result  of  the  more 
seasonable  weather. 

Smokeless  Coals  to  Be  Advanced. 

In  a  general  way  the  bituminous  conditions 
have  been  outlined  already  in  this  report,  but 
specific  details  only  serve  to  show  greater  strength 
in  the  situation.  Smokeless  coal  moving  on  con¬ 
tracts  is  held  at  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  run- 
of-mine  or  $3.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Lump  and  egg 
in  the  standard  grades  are  held  at  $2.25  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $4.30  at  Chicago.  Spot  coal  offered 
in  the  open  market  is  quoted  on  the  basis  of 
$1.25@1.45  for  run  of  mine  or  $3.30@3.50  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago,  although  the  minimum  quotations  apply 
only  to  favored  customers.  The  supply  is  short 
of  the  requirements  and  the  maximum  figures 
are  obtained  in  most  of  the  trading.  Screened 
lump  and  egg  in  the  standard  sizes  are  held  at 
$2.25@2.45  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $4.30@4.50  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  There  is  a  prospect  that  prices  will  be 
advanced  to  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  run-of- 
mine  and  $2.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  lump  and 
egg  on  or  before  December  first,  the  market  be¬ 
ing  very  strong,  while  the  supply  of  coal  is  short. 
Tug  river  run-of-mine  coal  is  selling  rapidly  on 
the  basis  of  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.30  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago  and  spot  coal  moves  out  immediately. 

One  of  the  largest  splint  producing  companies 
has  withdrawn  from  the  market  temporarily 
owing  to  a  supply  of  orders  on  hand  and  no  coal 
with  which  to  fill  them.  Owing  to  these  condi¬ 
tions  it  is  accepting  no  new  business  and  is  ap¬ 
plying  shipments  to  the  orders  now  booked  and  to 
contract  obligations.  Prevailing  quotations  on 
standard  grades  of  splint  are  $1.85(^.00  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines  or  $3.75@3.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Con¬ 
tracts  take  the  same  prices  as  formerly.  Other 
grades  of  splint  show  about  the  same  range  up 
to  $4.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Fairmont  coal  is  short  of  the  requirements  and 
is  held  very  firmly  by  all  the  shipping  companies. 
Three-quarter  coal  is  quoted  on  the  basis  of 
$1.45@1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  spot  product  or 
$3.35@3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Very  little  spot  coal 
is  offered  and  an  order  for  five  or  ten  cars  prob¬ 
ably  would  clean  up  the  Chicago  market.  Do¬ 
mestic  Fairmont  is  quoted  at  $1.75@2.00  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $3.65@3.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Car 
supply  is  affecting  the  movement. 

Little  is  heard  of  Youghiogheny  three-quarter 
coal  in  the  Chicago  market  this  week,  but  such 
product  as  is  offered  on  the-  spot  readily  com¬ 
mands  a  premium.  In  the  absence  of  active  trad¬ 
ing  in  this  commodity  due  to  the  fact  that  most 
of  the  production  is  being  applied  on  contracts 
it  is  difficult  to  arrive  at  correct  quotations.  Ap¬ 
parently  $1.50@1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.40@ 
3.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  will  about  represent  the 
present  market. 

Hocking  Coal  Is  Much  Higher. 

Hocking  coal  shows  a  wide  range  of  prices 
according  to  whether  the  buyer  had  contracted 
for  tonnage  or  not  previous  to  the  recent  boom. 
On  old  business  the  circular  is  being  obtained, 
but  where  shipping  companies  are  not  under  ob¬ 
ligation  they  are  asking  much  higher  prices,  the 
prevailing  quotations  being  $1.75@2.25  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $3.40@3.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  This  is  a 
wide  range  but  the  market  is  ragged.  Most  of 
the  trading  in  spot  coal,  however,  has  been  on  the 
basis  of  $3.65@3.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  this  week. 
On  Thursday  of  this  week  the  leading  producing 
companies  made  a  further  advance  in  the  cir¬ 
cular  price  to  the  basis  of  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
for  all-rail  deliveries  or  $3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Most  of  the  producing  interests  are  heavily 
oversold  in  the  present  state  of  the  car  supply 
and  circular  quotations  are  largely  nominal  as 
affecting  new  business  owing  to  their  inability 
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to  make  prompt  delivery.  They  apply  almost 
wholly  on  old  orders  being  filled  at  present. 

In  the  western  coals  the  situation  is  strenuous. 
Lines  of  demarcation  as  to  the  various  fields 
have  been  largely  obliterated,  coal  from  Illinois 
and  Indiana  being  known  as  lump,  egg,  nut,  run- 
of-mine  and  screenings. 

Western  Coals  Are  Higher 

Almost  all  of  the  leading  Indiana  coals  are 
held  on  about  the  same  basis.  Domestic  lump 
is  quoted  in  movement  to  the  retail  trade  on  the 
basis  of  $1.75@2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or  at 
$2.55@3.80  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Spot  coal  in  job¬ 
bers’  hands  has  brought  the  higher  figures  during 
the  week.  Indiana  inch  and  a  quarter  lump  for 
fueling  purposes  has  taken  a  sudden  boom  and 
is  now  quoted  at  $1.55@1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or 
$2.40@2.55  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Egg  coal  for  do¬ 
mestic  use  is  held  on  the  same  basis  as  domestic 
lump.  Nut  coal  is  quoted  at  $1.40@1.65  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines  or  $2.20@2.45  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Run-of- 
mine  coal  is  firm  on  the  basis  of  $1.30@1.45 
f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or  $2.10@2.25  f.  o_.  b.  Chicago. 
These  prices  quite  generally  prevail  in  the  move¬ 
ment  to  the  trade  on  Sullivan,  Greene  county  and 
Vigo  county  coals.  No  distinction  is  inade  by 
buyers,  although  the  higher  grades  are  given  the 
preference  when  they  can  be  purchased. 


Market  and 

Office  of  T he  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Nov.  9. 

The  first  week  in  November  closes  with  a  good 
record.  The  October  predictions  made  in  this 
review,  both  as  to  demand  and  prices,  have  been 
fulfilled  to  a  high  degree.  The  pronounced  fea¬ 
ture  of  the  market  this  week  lies  in  the  quota¬ 
tions  and  the  ease  with  which  prices  are  being 
maintained.  One  and  a  quarter  inch  product 
especially  has  been  performing  in  a  manner  cal¬ 
culated  to  upset  circular  figures,  and,  strictly 
speaking,  there  are  no  regular  quotations  cover¬ 
ing  this  size.  Dealers  in  domestic  coal  in  the 
adjacent  western  states  who  are  not  yet  supplied 
with  winter  tonnage  must  have  this  size  now  or 
not  at  all,  and  consequently  they  are  not  disposed 
to  haggle  over  the  cost.  Actual  sales  were  re¬ 
corded  this  week  by  reliable  shippers  for  one 
and  a  quarter  inch  coal  at  $1.45  per  ton  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine.  The  present  month  will  see  remarkable 
activity  in  domestic  grades  and  sizes  of  bitumi¬ 
nous  coals,  as  it  is  the  last  call.  Run-of-mine 
holds  strong  at  $1.20(5)1.25  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine;  three-quarter  inch,  the  usual  differential 
higher,  ten  cents,  or  $1.25(^1.35  per  ton. 

As  to  the  demand  and  market  for  Pittsburg 
coal,  every  ton  is  sold  without  difficulty.  The 
lake  demands,  east  and  west,  keep  the  market 
well  cleaned  up.  The  eleventh  hour  of  lake  ship¬ 
ping  has  arrived,  as  navigation  ceases  the  first 
week  in  December,  and  after  this  date  all  insur¬ 
ance  on  lake  shipments  expires.  The  larger  ship¬ 
pers  of  this  district  will  not  be  without  a  west¬ 
ern  market,  even  after  the  lake  movement  closes, 
as  each  year  a  certain  tonnage  of  coal  is  sent  to 
the  northwest  all-rail.  The  coal  must  reach  its 
destination,  even  if  the  lakes  are  not  navigable. 
Rail  rates  place  the  cost  of  the  product,  after 
reaching  the  northwest,  to  almost  a  forbidden 
figure,  and  it  is  for  this  reason  that  such  tre¬ 
mendous  efforts  are  now  being  put  forth  to  in¬ 
crease  the  lake  tonnage  as  much  as  possible  be¬ 
fore  boats  go  out  of  commission.  Shippers  say 
that  the  movement  of  coal  this  year  promises 
to  be  very  late,  and  much  December  loading  is 
not  an  improbability.  Lake  shipping  is  being 
pushed  as  fast  as  the  limited  transportation  fa¬ 
cilities  will  permit,  but  it  now  begins  to  look 
as  if  the  aggregate  tonnage  will  fall  far  short 
of  a  good  average.  It  is  the  car  shortage,  of 
course,  that  is  responsible. 

Car  Situation  Not  Improved. 

It  is  this  feature  of  the  market  more  than  any¬ 
thing  else  that  has  put  the  bullish  stamp  on  the 
situation  as  far  as  prices  are  concerned.  The 
car  situation  has  improved  but  little  since  the 
last  report.  Pittsburg  mines  are  compelled  to  do 
business  on  a  fifty  per  cent  supply  and  worse. 
Shippers  of  all  classes  are  calling  for  cars  and 


In  Carterville  coals,  the  market  is  held  un¬ 
usually  steady  and  firm  owing  to  the  heavy  de¬ 
mand  and  lack  of  car  supply.  Domestic  lump 
and  egg  are  held  on  the  basis  of  $1.75(§2.00  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines  or  $2.75@3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  One 
sale  of  this  coal  was  reported  during  the  week 
at  Chicago  at  $2.65  f.  o.  b.  this  city,  but  was  the 
minimum  figure  for  spot  product  so  far  as  learned. 
Three  inch  screenings  from  that  field  have  been 
held  very  firm  and  are  quoted  at  65(g75c  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $1.65(gl.75  f.  0  b.  Chicago.  Washed 
coals  are  also  on  a  firm  market.  No.  1  washed 
is  scarce  and  is  held  firmly  in  Chicago  at  $2.25 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.25  f.  o.  b.  this  city.  No.  2 
washed  is  also  bringing  the  filll  circular  basis  of 
$1.60  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.60  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Other  sizes  are  in  active  request. 

Springfield  and  other  similar  grades  of  coal 
are  active  and  prevailing  wholesale  prices  are  the 
same  as  those  given  as  applying  to  the  Indiana 
grades.  Buyers  have  invaded  that  producing 
field  and  are  bidding  for  coal  at  the  tipples  which 
is  having  a  tendency  to  force  prices  up  very 
rapidly.  Possibly  some  of  this  coal  has  been  sold 
at  figures  higher  than  those  mentioned,  but  they 
represent  most  of  the  trading.  Screenings  from 
the  Springfield  district  are  quoted  on  the  basis 
of  45(@60c,  according  to  the  necessities  of  the 
buyer.  This  is  on  the  basis  of  $1.20(gl.35  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago,  which  is  a  considerable  improvement 


the  trouble  is  not  confined  to  the  coal  trade.  Coal 
and  ore  shipments  by  rail  will  ease  up  consider¬ 
ably  toward  the  end  of  the  month  by  virtue  of 
the  closing  season,  and  this  is  the  only  rift  in 
the  clouds,  which  have  been  dark  indeed.  Coal 
men  are  disgruntled,  not  by  reason  of  any  lack 
of  demand  or  unsatisfactory  prices,  etc.,  but  by 
the  thought  of  the  possibilities  in  the  situation 
were  it  not  for  the  car  “famine,”  as  it  is  now  called. 

The  railroads  are  placing  certain  restrictions 
on  the  use  of  their  cars  with  a  view  to  the  bet¬ 
terment  of  transportation  conditions.  A  Balti¬ 
more  &  Ohio  official  told  The  Black  Diamond 
that  if  all  the  roads  and  coal  shippers  alike  would 
impose  certain  conditions,  regulating  the  imme¬ 
diate  unloading  and  return  of  all  cars,_  distance 
of  shipment,  etc.,  the  situation  would  be  improved 
an  hundredfold.  It  would  be  difficult  in  practice, 
although  admirable  in  theory. 

River  Coal  Remains  Quiet. 

River  coal  is  again  quiet,  the  bpge  stage  of 
last  week  having  disappeared.  Eighty-five  per 
cent  of  Pittsburg  river  mines  are  in  full  opera¬ 
tion,  however,  in  anticipation  of  another  rise  this 
month. 

Local  retail  trade  fluctuates  considerably.  There 
has  been  a  noticeable  brickness  about  the  do¬ 
mestic  anthracite  market,  which  product  is  as 
high  as  $6.00(®7.00  per  ton  delivered.  Family 
bituminous  holds  to  ten  cents  per  bushel  de¬ 
livered. 

Pittsburg  slack  is  keeping  up  its  record  of  un¬ 
stable  prices,  the  fluctuations  having  as  limits 
50c(g$1.00.  This  week’s  quotations  read  eighty 
cents  per  ton  for  Pittsburg  product.  Westmore¬ 
land  county  slack  for  eastern  shipment  reaches 
$1.10  gross. 

Coke  Prices  Make  Sharp  Advance. 

Another  sharp  advance  in  the  prices  of  all 
grades  of  coke  went  into  effect  this  week.  Con- 
nellsville  operators  announced  an  advance  of 
twenty  cents  per  ton  and  upward  on  future  ship¬ 
ments,  limited,  however,  to  the  present  month. 
This  advance  has  come  without  the  usual  reports 
of  idle  ovens  having  been  fired.  This  is  easily 
explained  by  the  car  shortage,  the  effects  of 
which  have  finally  reached  the  coke  trade.  Coke 
quotations  have  been  raised  nearly  fifty  per  cent 
during  the  past  two  months,  but  the  output  is 
not  much  greater  than  it  was  during  the  dull 
period,  owing  to  the  lack  of  adequate  transporta¬ 
tion.  Production  has  been  comparatively  slow 
since  coke  racks  and  box  cars  have  become  a 
scarce  article,  and  shipments  are  consequently 
not  up  to  the  standard.  The  demand  for  coke 
of  the  better  grades  continues  unabated,  however, 
and  every  indication  points  to  a  further  increase 
in  quotations. 


Trade  J\lews  from  the 


over  a  week  ago.  The  market  on  fine  grades  of 
coal  is  in  a  position  to  advance.  Owing  to  the 
high  price  of  western  run-of-mine,  it  is  antici¬ 
pated  that  where  grate  bars  are  so  equipped  fine 
coals  will  be  used  in  preference  to  the  coarser 
coals. 

Coke  Market  Helds  Firm. 

The  western  coke  market  continues  to  be  very 
active  and  prices  hold  steady  on  about  the  same 
basis  as  a  week  ago.  Connellsville  seventy-two 
hour  foundry  coke  is  quoted  on  the  basis  of  $4.00 
(1^4.10  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens  or  $0.65@0.75  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Furnace  coke  from  that  field  is  held  at 
$3.25(g3.50  f.  0.  b.  the  ovens.  High  grade  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  foundry  coke  shows  little  deviation  from  the 
prices  prevailing  on  Connellsville,  although  at 
times  it  may  be  bought  a  few  cents  lower.  De¬ 
mand  is  absorbing  all  the  coke  coming  forward 
this  week.  Some  contracts  to  April  first  have 
been  placed  during  the  week  on  the  basis  of 
$3.50(@3.75  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens.  These  call  for  a 
small  tonnage  and  in  most  instances  run  till  April 
first. 

Smithing  coal  is  held  stronger  and  is  quoted 
at  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  for  standard  grades 
or  $3.55  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  round  lots..  Small 
orders  are  filled  on  the  basis  of  $3.80  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Other  grades  of  coal  rule  very  firm. 


Pittsburg  Field. 

A  summary  of  the  Connellsville  region  for  the 
week  just  closed  shows  a  total  of  23,233  ovens, 
of  which  21,376  are  in  blast.  The  week’s  pro¬ 
duction  was  267,997  tons,  an  increase  of  248 
tons  over  the  previous  week.  The  shipments  ag- 
greated  11,734  cars,  4,247  going  to  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  district  and  6,218  cars  west  of  Pittsburg. 

Transportation  in  the  Coke  Regions. 

Connellsville  coal  and  coke  operations  are  con¬ 
tinually  confronted  with  the  transportation  prob¬ 
lem  and  the  track  facilities  in  that  field  are  woe¬ 
fully  short  of  the  requirements.  The  new  Union- 
town  &  Wheeling  short  line,  which  will  be  in 
operation  some  time  next  year,  will  improve  con¬ 
ditions  to  a  very  great  extent.  The  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  railroad  is  adding  considerable  track  work 
and  improvements  on  the  Uniontown  and  Con¬ 
nellsville  divisions.  Extra  yard  trackage  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  largest  coke  plants  is  being  put 
down,  and  the  important  Somerset  &  Cambria 
branch,  upon  which  heavy  calls  are  made  by  the 
coke  output,  will  be  double-tracked  for  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  two  miles.  This  entire  branch  may  be 
double-tracked  within  the  next  year.  Ernest  H. 
Fowler,  of  Uniontown,  chief  shipping  agent  for 
the  Pickands-Magee  Coke  Co.  at  the  Uniontown 
offices,  stated  to  The  Black  Diamond  repre¬ 
sentative  that  the  Uniontown  and  Connellsville 
field  could  stand  much  in  the  way  of  better  track 
facilities.  It  is  not  so  much  the  question  of  cars, 
but  of  track  capacity. 

The  Uniontown  &  Wheeling  short  line,  the 
proposed  coal  and  coke  line  which  will  connect 
these  two  cities,  has  consolidated  with  four  other 
railroad  companies,  all  coal  and  coke  interests. 
They  are  the  Leckrone  &  Little  Whitely,  the  Mid¬ 
land,  the  Waynesburg  &  Monongahela  and  the 
Ohio  &  Marshall  County  railroads. 

Important  Deals  of  the  Week. 

The  Little  Kanawha  syndicate,  now  controlled 
by  the  Pittsburg  &  Lake  Erie  and  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  railroads,  this  week  added  to  its  holdings 
30,000  acres  of  coal  land  on  the  Buckhannon  & 
Northern  railroad  near  Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  in¬ 
creasing  the  total  owned  by  the  Little  Kanawha 
to  100,000  acres. 

The  Kittanning  Iron  Co.  will  erect  a  mammoth 
coke  plant  at  Hays  Run,  a  short  distance  from 
Kittanning,  this  winter.  The  company  recently 
closed  negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  a  large 
coal  tract  in  that  vicinity.  Most  of  the  output 
will  be  consumed  by  the  company’s  allied  indus¬ 
tries. 

Another  Coal  Railroad. 

The  Uniontown  &  Wheeling  short  line  rail¬ 
road,  projected  by  a  number  of  heavy  coal  land 
owners,  will  cross  the  Monongahela  river  at 
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McCann’s  Ferry  on  a  bridge  that  will  be  unique 
in  western  Pennsylvania  construction.  Tlie 
channel  span  of  the  bridge  will  be  425  feet  long 
and  the  height  of  the  structure  will  be  120  feet 
above  the  pool  stage  of  the  river,  a  much  greater 
height  than  is  required  by  law,  but  necessary  to 
secure  suitable  grades  for  the  road.  The  bridge 
will  be  a  double-deck  struclure,  the  upper  level 
being  for  steam  railroad  use  and  the  lower  for  an 
electric  line,  passenger  and  vehicle  use.  This 
new  short  line  will  build  an  eighteen-mile  branch 
to  Millsboro,  opening  up  an  additional  large  coal 
acreage. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

Vice-President  W.  R.  Woodford,  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Coal  Co.,  returned  from  a  business  trip 
to  lake  points  the  early  part  of  this  week. 

J.  K.  Ewing,  president  of  the  Pittsburg  Block 
Coal  Co.,  has  returned  from  a  business  trip 
south.  The  mines  of  this  company  at  Hopedale, 
Ohio,  on  which  development  work  was  recently 
commenced,  are  being  opened  rapidly  and  by 
spring  will  be  in  full  operation. 

Judge  Elliott  Rodgers,  of  the  legal  department 
of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  put  in  a  strenuous 
week  as  republican  campaign  manager  in  the  city 
of  Allegheny.  His  efforts  were  crowned  with 
success  to  a  high  degree,  the  city  turning  in  a 
good-sized  republican  majority. 

It  is  yet  too  early  to  know  who  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  operators  will  attend  the  operators’  confer¬ 
ence  at  Chicago,  November  twenty-second.  There 
has  been  some  talk  locally  to  the  effect  that  Presi¬ 
dent  F.  L.  Robbins,  of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co., 
would  not  participate  in  the  conference,  but  this 
has  not  been  verified. 

The  Pittsburg-Buffalo  Co.  is  defendant  in  a 
suit  in  equity  brought  against  it  by  the  General 
Electric  Co.,  of  this  city,  praying  for  an  injunc¬ 
tion  covering  the  use  of  a  contrivance  called  the 
Anderson  patent,  which  is  said  to  cover  certain 
trolley  wheel  devices  on  the  mine  engines  and 
locomotives  in  use  by  the  Pittsburg-Buffalo  Co. 
The  company  states  that  it  purchased  the  ap¬ 


pliances  unwittingly  and  threw  them  away  after 
finding  them  disadvantageous.  The  matter  is 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  circuit  court. 

J-  V.  'Ihompson,  of  Uniontown,  Pa.,  one  of 
the  foremost  operators  in  the  Uniontown  and 
Connellsville  districts  and  the  organizer  of  the 
new  coal  and  coke  railroad,  the  Uniontown  & 
Wheeling  short  line,  was  in  Pittsburg  part  of 
this  week  attending  to  the  affairs  of  the  new  road. 
President  D.  F.  Maroney,  of  the  same  company, 
is  in  the  east. 

Local  river  men  are  interested  in  the  visit  next 
week  to  this  city  of  Capt.  J.  C.  Silver,  of  New 
York,  president  of  the  National  Harbors  Asso¬ 
ciation,  and  Benjamin  F.  Perkins,  secretary.  A 
number  of  officials  of  the  Monogahela  River  Con¬ 
solidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  have  arranged  for  a 
reception  for  these  officials,  J.  Frank  Tilley  having 
the  matter  in  charge. 

The  Old  Colony  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  is  erecting  a 
block  of  miners’  houses  at  the  coal  and  coke  de¬ 
velopments  of  the  company  at  Ligonier,  Pa. 
Numerous  additions  and  extensions  are  planned 
for  the  coke  plant  at  that  place  for  1906.  B.  H. 
Schewe,  secretary  of  the  company,  is  the  son  of 
A.  H.  Schewe,  treasurer,  and  is  also  the  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Moreland  Coke  Co.,  with  offices  in  the 
Bessemer  building. 

George  R.  Wood,  electrical  mining  engineer, 
who  has  been  identified  with  the  installation  of 
electrical  equipment  in  numerous  Pittsburg  dis¬ 
trict  operations,  recently  took  up  his  office  quarters 
'  on  the  twentieth  floor  of  the  Farmers’  Bank  build¬ 
ing.  Arnong  the  recent  orders  of  importance 
placed  with  Mr.  Wood  is  the  contract  for  in¬ 
stalling  complete  electrical  equipment  at  the  Star 
Junction  mines  of  the  Washington  Coal  &  Coke 
Co. 

E.  M.  Sands,  of  F.  M.  Boynton,  Inc.,  returned 
this  week  from  a  business  jaunt  through  Indiana 
and  Ohio.  He  brings  home  a  weird  tale  of  cer¬ 
tain  elements  of  the  coal  trade  in  the  Buckeye 
state.  The  scarcity  of  slack  and  the  almost  un¬ 
precedented  demand  tor  the  product  have  been 
well  known  features  of  the  market,  and  Mr. 
Sands  promulgates  a  theory  that  partially  ex¬ 
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plains  this  condition.  The  Ohio  farmer,  he  says, 
is  feeding  slack  to  the  hogs  and  the  product  is 
put  up  at  the  mines  in  two-bushel  wheat  sacks. 
Mr.  Sands  is  somewhat  of  a  humorist. 

1  he  officials  of  the  Monongahela  River  Con¬ 
solidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  United  Coal  Co.,  C. 
Jutte  Co.  and  other  leading  river  companies  this 
week  received  invitations  from  Mayor  Parsons, 
of  Cairo,  Ill.,  to  attend  the  annual  convention  of 
the  Ohio  yalley  Improvement  Association  to  be 
held  at  Cairo,  November  fifteenth,  sixteenth  and 
seventeenth.  About  a  score  of  river  coal  men 
from  Pittsburg  and  vicinity  have  announced  their 
intention  of  going  to  the  convention.  More  than 
passing  interest  is  manifested  locally  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  late  Capt.  John  F.  Dravo  was 
the  leading  factor  in  the  movement. 

The  Pittsburg  coal  trade  this  week  lost  one  of 
its  members  in  the  death  on  Tuesday  of  William 
P  O’Neill,  who  died  at  his  home  on  Neville 
island  at  the  age  of  forty  years.  Six  years  ago 
he  was  in  the  river  coal  business,  but  sold  his 
holdings  to  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.  Since  that  time  he  has  acted 
at  times  as  general  agent  and  secretary  of  that 
company.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  local  operators,  O’Neill  &  Co.  He  retired 
from  active  business  life  nearly  a  year  ago  and 
went  to  Arizona  for  his  health.  He  is  survived 
by  two  sons.  His  wife  preceded  him  in  death 
about  two  years  ago. 

Vice-President  W.  R.  Woodford,  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Coal  Co.,  this  week  stated  to  the  repre¬ 
sentative  of  The  Black  Diamond  that  there  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  a  dearth  of  proficient  mine  experts, 
men  qualified  to  take  charge  of  mining  operations 
as  superintendents.  This  is  particularly  true  a^ 
applied  to  the  younger  men.  He  suggested  that 
a  course  covering  the  practical  mining  of  coal 
and  ore  should  be  added  to  the  curriculum  of 
technical  schools,  especially  in  the  great  coal  cen¬ 
ters,  such  as  Pittsburg.  The  demand  for  skilled 
mine  men  with  technical  and  practical  knowledge 
of  the  workings  and  science  of  mine  operation  is 
very  great,  and  they  can  command  remuneration 
commensurate  with  their  ability. 


Market  Conditions  and  Trade  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Nov.  9. 

Every  coal  company  in  the  city  of  Cincinnati 
made  the  same  report  to  The  Black  Diamond 
today.  Orders  for  coal  are  plentiful,  'prices  are 
satisfactory  in  every  respect,  but  deliveries  are 
being  delayed  more  and  more.  One  company, 
the  New  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
confessed  to  being  800  flat  cars  and  200  hoppers 
short  on  its  orders,  and  this  company,  one  of  the 
most  representative  in  the  market,  has  been  com¬ 
pelled  to  refuse  considerable  business  for  western 
shipment  on  account  of  the  unprecedented  short¬ 
age  of  cars.  The  Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  another  of 
the  largest  producers  in  West  Virginia,  reports 
that  it  has  not  taken  a  new  order  since  the  first 
day  of  September,  and,  with  large  contracts  on 
its  hands,  has  been  compelled  to  buy  river  coal  in 
rather  large  quantities  to  supply  some  of  its 
urgent  obligations.  These  two  companies  are 
cited  as  being  typical  of  the  entire  market.  While 
other  producing  and  shipping  companies  have 
small  quantities  of  free  coal  which  they  can  dis¬ 
pose  of,  they  can  get  almost  any  price  they  ask 
for  it.  A  sale  of  Luhrig  lump  was  made  during 
the  week  at  $2.00  a  ton  at  the  mines.  The  Luhrig 
Coal  Co.  issued  a  eircular  quotation,  effective 
November  first,  of  $1.60  a  ton  for  Luhrig  re¬ 
screened  lump  and  $1.75  for  washed  domestic 
egg  at  the  mines.  These  prices  had  scarcely 
reached  the  mails  when  the  company  issued  an¬ 
other  circular,  effective  November  sixth,  quoting 
the  same  lump  at  $1.75  and  the  egg  at  $1.85  a 
ton  at  the  mines.  This  company  has  compara¬ 
tively  more  free  coal  than  any  other  in  this 
market,  fl'here  is  now  practically  no  market  price 
for  any  kind  of  lump.  There  is  a  tacit  under¬ 
standing  among  the  coal  men  that  $1.60  shall  be 
the  minimum  price  for  standard  Kanawha  lump 
f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  but  none  of  the  selling  con¬ 
cerns  will  take  an  order  at  this  figure.  A  few 
orders  are  being  booked  for  future  business  at 


$1.75  a  ton  for  lump  at  the  mines,  but  most  of 
the  shippers  are  not  making  any  quotations  what¬ 
ever  for  the  future,  but  are  trying  to  catch  up 
with  orders  in  hand.  When,  on  account  of  an 
embargo  on  some  particular  railroad,  a  lot  of 
coal  destined  for  a  particular  customer  is  held 
up,  it  is  sometimes  possible  to  divert  it  to  an¬ 
other  road,  and  it  becomes  at  once  “free”  coal, 
but  the  owners  prefer  to  sell  on  the  open  market, 
with  the  results,  as  indicated  in  the  foregoing, 
that  prices  considerably  above  the  nominal  quota¬ 
tions  are  being  obtained. 

Shortage  in  Smokeless  Continues. 

Pocahontas  and  New  River  lump,  as  well  as 
War  Eagle  lump  and  egg,  are  being  quoted  at 
$2.25  a  ton,  but  orders  are  filled  in.  rotation,  and 
in  many  instances  the  buyer  of  smokeless  coal  is 
given  no  definite  idea  of  when  he  may  expect 
the 'Coal.  The  minimum  price  on  good  Kanawha 
nut  and  slack  is  now  sixty-five  cents  at  the  mines, 
and  this  grade  of  coal  is  commanding  as  high 
as  eighty-five  cents,  while  smokeless  run-of- 
mine  is  in  demand  at  $1.35  a  ton. 

River  prices  are  practically  unchanged.  Pitts¬ 
burg  and  Kanawha  lump  are  worth  7@7j4c  a 
bushel  of  2,688  cubic  inches  afloat  in  barges,  and 
nut  and  slack  ranges  at  4j4@5j4c  a  bushel.  River 
lump  elevated  and  re-screened  and  loaded  on  cars 
is  worth  a  minimum  of  $2.50  a  ton  at  the  ele¬ 
vators.  The  local  freight  rate  to  points  usually 
reached  from  here  is  proportionally  higher  than 
the  through  rates  from  the  mines  and  makes  a 
higher  price  than  these  figures  impossible. 

There  has  been  a  great  falling  off  in  the  retail 
demand  during  the  past  week.  Although  the 
weather  has  been  favorable  for  an  increased 
tonnage,  orders  have  not  been  as  numerous.  No 
changes  have  been  made  in  retail  prices,  which 
are  as  follows:  Pocahontas  and  New  River,  $4.00 
a  ton  delivered  to  families  and  other  small  con¬ 
sumers  ;  $3.25  for  Kanawha,  Pittsburg,  Thacker 
and  equivalent  grades ;  $3.00  for  Luhrig  and  $7.50 


for  anthracite.  Steam  coal  delivered  to  factories, 
breweries,  office  buildings  and  such  buyers  is 
worth  $1.75  a  ton  for  the  cheapest  nut  and  slack 
up  to  $2.50  a  ton  for  smokeless  run-of-mine. 

The  recently  reported  great  strength  in  the 
coke  market  still  prevails.  There  is  no  trouble 
in  disposing  of  any  reasonable  output  at  good 
prices,  and  a  further  tendency  toward  the  im¬ 
provement  of  the  coke  trade  is  seen  in  the  fact 
that  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad  has  an  un¬ 
usually  large  number  of  coal  cars  and  box  cars 
on  the  “heavy  repair”  tracks,  and  from  the  fact 
that  this  road  has  recently  sent  back  into  com¬ 
mission  quite  a  number  of  box  cars  after  repair¬ 
ing,  which  will  be  used  almost  exclusively  in  the 
coke  trade.  The  coke  market  quotations  range 
from  $3.00  upward  for  foundry  coke  and  from 
$2.75  up  for  furnace  at  the  ovens.  A  fancy  grade 
of  New  River  coke  has  been  bringing  $3.25@ 
3.50  for  two  weeks,  but  this  is  a  little  above  the 
market. 

C.  &  O.  Orders  4,000  Coal  Cars. 

The  committee  of  coal  men  from  the  New 
River  and  Kanawha  districts  which  urged  upon  the 
management  of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad, 
at  a  meeting  held  in  Richmond,  Va.,  a  few  weeks 
ago,  the  necessity  of  the  railroad  placing  an  or¬ 
der  for  4,000  additional  coal  cars,  has  been  noti¬ 
fied  by  telegraph  that  the  management  of  the 
road  has  placed  its  order  for  this  number.  This 
will  be  particularly  pleasing  news  to  every  coal 
shipper  on  the  line  of  this  road.  The  order  is 
for  delivery  as  quickly  as  possible,  but  that  means 
some  time  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
1906.  The  announcement  of  the  meeting  which 
brought  about  this  result  was  published  at  the 
time  e.xclusively  in  The  Black  Diamond. 

Two  Days’  Car  Supply  a  Week. 

An  official  report  of  the  number  of  coal  cars 
furnished  the  mines  on  the  lines  of  the  Chesapeake 
&  Ohio  railroad  from  July  first,  1905,  up  to  and 


No.  19] 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


23 


including  Friday  of  last  week,  shows  that  for  102 
working  days  cars  were  supplied  for  thirty-three 
and  four-tenths  days’  work.  In  other  words,  the 
mines  were  able  to  work  thirty-three  and  four- 
tenths  days  out  of  102  days,  and  lost  sixty-eight 
and  six-tenths  days’  time.  Looking  at  it  in 
still  another  way,  the  mines  have  had  a  small 
fraction  more  than  two  days’  work  a  week  since 
July  first. 

Advance  for  Eastern  Shipments. 

A  meeting  of  a  number  of  the  Kanawha  coal 
producers  was  held  at  Richmond,  Va.,  on  Fri¬ 
day  of  last  week  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
the  coal  trade,  and  probably  as  a  result  of  that 
meeting  circulars  have  been  issued  that  prices  of 
lump  coal  for  eastern  shipment  will  hereafter 
conform  to  western  prices,  namely  a  minimum 
of  $1.60  a  ton  for  Kanawha  lump  at  the  mines. 
This  is  a  substantial  advance  over  those  that  have 
been  current. 

Embargoes  Except  One  Raised. 

Notice  was  sent  out  from  a  number  of  the  im¬ 
portant  railroads  which  lead  out  from  Cincinnati 
as  a  center  that,  beginning  Wednesday  morning, 
embargoes  on  all  freight,  including  coal,  would 
be  raised.  The  Big  Four,  Cincinnati,  Hamilton 
&  Dayton  and  the  Cincinnati  Northern  have  had 
the  lid  shut  down  tight  for  some  time,  and  the 
relief  will  be  very  greatly  appreciated  by  the  coal 
men.  The  Pennsylvania  lines  are  still  maintain¬ 
ing  their  embargo.  Many  of  the  coal  men  are 
of  the  opinion  that  the  lifting  of  the  embargoes 
will  be  only  for  a  few  days. 

Many  Vessels  Wait  for  Coal. 

A  well  known  Cincinnati  coal  man,  who  has 
been  spending  some  time  in  the  east,  made  the 
statement  to  The  Black  Diamond  that  last 
week  while  he  was  at  Newport  News  there  were 
vessels  aggregating  27,000  tons  awaiting  cargoes 
of  coal,  while  the  available  supply  was  less  than 
fifty  cars,  with  very  little  tonnage  en  route  from 
the  mines. 

NEWS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

C.  D.  Hopkins,  of  the  Hocking  Mining  Co., 
Athens,  Ohio,  was  a  Cincinnati  visitor  during  the 
week. 

William  E.  Brown,  president  of  the  Brown- 
Hosea  Coal  Co.,  is  in  the  south  closing  up  some 
business  for  his  company. 

C.  D.  Martin,  manager  for  George  M.  Halm 
&  Co.,  returned  from  the  east  a  day  or  two  ago, 
and  had  the  misfortune  to  be  on  a-  train  that 
was  in  a  serious  wreck. 

John  B.  Silk,  traveling  man  for  the  William 
A.  Stone  Coal  Co.,  has  just  returned  from  a  trip 
through  Kentucky,  visiting  the  mines  of  which 
his  company  sells  the  output. 

Ed  Goldberg,  of  the  Breman  Coal  Co.,  De¬ 
troit,  Mich.,  was  a  caller  at  a  number  of  the 
coal  offices  here  on  Tuesday  of  this  week. 

E.  P.  Merrill,  superintendent  of  the  United 
States  Coal  &  Oil  Co.  at  Logan,  W.  Va.,  and 
president  of  the  Guyan  Valley  Fuel  Co.  at  Hunt¬ 
ington,  W.  Va.,  spent  part  of  the  week  here  on 
business. 

W.  L.  Comer,  the  Reading,  Ohio,  coal  man, 
was  elected  to  the  important  position  of  county 
commissioner  Tuesday.  He  will  be  the  one 
democrat  on  the  board,  which  consists  of  three 
members. 

George  W.  Johnson,  traffic  manager  of  the 
Damascus  Coal  Co.,  is  spending  the  week  along 
the  Norfolk  &  Western  railroad  trying  to  get 
coal  through  more  promptly  than  it  has  been  com¬ 
ing  lately. 

The  W.  E.  Smith  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $20,000.  W.  E.  Smith,  the  president,  is 
president  of  the  Wellston  Fuel  Co.,  which  oper¬ 
ates  a  mine  near  Wellston,  Ohio. 

J.  C.  Wheeler,  general  sales  agent  for  the  New 
River  Coal  Sales  Co.,  of  this  city,  went  to  Rich¬ 
mond,  Va.,  the  latter  part  of  last  week  and  from 
there  to  Baltimore,  Md.  He  has  the  output  of 
his  mines  well  sold  up  and  is  taking  a  few  days 
off  for  a  pleasure  trip. 

Sidney  P.  Hostler,  at  one  time  manager  of  the 
Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  but  now  a  well  known  Chi¬ 


cago  coal  shipper,  was  here  for  a  day  or  two 
this  week.  It  is  understood  that  he  left  orders 
with  several  companies  for  a  good  round  lot  of 
coal. 

.  E.  J.  Atherton,  traffic  manager  of  the  Philippi 
Collieries  Co.,  29  Broadway,  New  York,  with 
mines  at  Meriden,  W.  Va.,  was  a  Cincinnati  busi¬ 
ness  visitor  during  the  week.  Mr.  Atherton  has 
many  friends  here,  as  he  was  formerly  widely 
known  in  local  railroad  circles. 

J.  C.  Beebe,  general  manager  of  the  Guyan 
Valley  Euel  Co.,  with  headquarters  at  Hunting- 
ton,  W.  Va.,  was  in  the  city  early  in  the  week. 
Fie  states  that  good  progress  \s  now  being  made 
in  the  work  of  preparing  the  footing  for  the 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Nov.  9. — (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  price  of  coal  in  Kansas  City 
and  contiguous  markets  was  raised  from  twenty- 
five  to  fifty  cents  a  ton  this  week.  This  is  the 
second  advance  this  season,  the  other  occurring 
the  middle  of  September.  Bituminous  and  semi¬ 
anthracite  coals  are  higher  now  than  they  were 
in  this  market  last  winter,  but  are  not  so  high 
as  they  were  two  years  ago.  But  there  was  little 
or  no  profit  in  the  coal  business  in  the  southwest 
last  year,  and  the  coal  man  is  only  coming  into 
his  own  this  season. 

The  new  price  lists  rhow  an  advance  of  twenty- 
five  cents  a  ton  on  all  kinds  of  bituminous  coal 
used  for  domestic  purposes,  and  fifty  cents  a 
ton  on  anthracite  and  semi  anthracite  coal  for 
lump  and  nut.  There  is  no  advance  in  the 
price  of  any  of  the  different  slack  coals.  They 
are  sold  in  competition  with  fuel  oil,  and  the 
railroads  in  the  routhwest  are  hauling  slack  coal 
for  from  twenty-five  to  fifty  cents  a  ton  less  than 
is  charged  for  the  transportation  of  domestic  coals. 
The  railroads  explain  this  situation  with  the 
statement  that  the  consumers  who  burn  lump  and 
nut  coal  can  not  buy  anything  else  while  the 
buyers  of  slack  coal  will  use  oil  if  freight  rates 
are  too  high  and  the  railroads  will  lose  tonnage. 

Present  Range  of  Prices. 

Last  winter  the  highest  price  for  Arkansas  semi¬ 
anthracite  coal  was  $5.50  a  ton ;  last  summer  it 
was  $5.00,  and  now  it  is  $6.00  a  ton  retail.  Two 
years  ago  it  was  $6.50.  Cherokee  lump  is  $4.00 
a  ton  now.  It  was  $.^.50  last  summer.  Cherokee 
nut  is  $3.75.  It  was  $3.25  last  summer  and  Chero¬ 
kee  slack  is  $3.00.  Semianthracite  slack  is  $4.00. 
These  prices  are  for  coal  delivered  in  less  than 
carload  lots.  Heavy  consumers,  of  course,  pay 
less.  Pennsylvania  anthracite  is  $11  a  ton,  which 
is  fifty  cents  higher  than  it  was  last  winter. 

All  grades  of  coal  in  the  Kansas  City  market 
probably  will  go  higher  before  the  winter  is  over, 
dealers  say.  The  railroads  are  to  blame  for  the 
increase  in  prices,”  said  L.  M.  Miller,  of  the 
Bolen-Darnall  Coal  Co.  ‘‘They  have  not  kept 
pace  with  the  progress  of  the  country  and  have 
not  enough  coal  cars  to  supply  the  demand. 
There  is  little  chance  for  an  improvement  in  con¬ 
ditions  for  some  time,  for,  while  most  of  the 
western  roads  have  ordered  more  car.-,  the  car 
building  concerns  have  more  orders  than  they 
can  fill.  The  west  has  been  peopled  so  rapidly 
and  so  many  new  enterprises  demanding  coal 
have!  been  started  that  we  can  not  get  the  roads 
to  handle  it  fast  enough. 

“The  anthracite  all  comes  from  Pennsylvania, 
the  semi  anthracite  from  Arkansas  and  the  bitu¬ 
minous  from  Kansas  and  Missouri,  and  all  roads 
in  every  direction  are  equally  at  a  loss  to  provide 
the  necessary  equipment  to  handle  the  business. 
I  can  not  say  how  much  higher  prices  of  coal 
are  likely  to  go.  It  will  depend  upon  the  num¬ 
ber  of  cars  the  railroads  can  supply  and  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  weather.” 

The  coal  trade  in  the  southwest,  wholesale  and 
retail,  is  excellent,  although  the  weather  is  not 
severe.  Retail  dealers  in  Kansas  City  are  from 
two  to  three  days  behind  in  their  orders.  All 
dealers  say  the  trade  prospects  for  this  winter  are 
very  satisfactory. 

Four  of  the  large  coal  operators  in  the  Indian 
territory  went  to  Chicago  this  week  to  meet 
officials  of  the  Rock  Island  railway  with  a  view 
to  securing  relief  from  the  present  car  shortage. 
William  Busby,  of  South  McAlester,  one  of  the 


cribs  of  the  river  tipples  for  this  company  at 
Huntington.  Work  was  delayed  fdr  a  week  or 
more  on  account  of  the  recent  rise  in  the  river. 
Mr.  Beebe  thinks  he  will  be  ready  to  run  coal 
into  barges  at  the  new  tipple  April  first,  1906. 

The  Pike  Collieries  Co.,  which  is  opening  up 
one  of  the  largest  operations  on  the  Norfolk  & 
Western  railroad,  is  making  excellent  progress  in 
increasing  the  tonnage  of  its  mines.  The  power 
plant,  which  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  was  started  this  week,  and  hereafter  mining 
will  be  done  by  machinery.  The  mine  and  entire 
plant  is  designed  to  produce  3,000  tons  of  coal 
a  day.  The  New  River  Coal  Sales  Co.,  of  this 
city,  will  sell  the  output  of  the  operation. 


party,  said  that  the  Indian  territory  operators 
had  many  large  con'racts  which  they  could  not 
fill  promptly  because  of  the  car  shortage.  The 
delay  means  serious  losses  to  them. 

The  directors  of  the  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
of  Kansas  City  met  last  week  and  elected  W.  C. 
Perry  president  of  the  company  to  succeed  the 
late  Richard  H.  Keith.  Mr.  Perry  had  been  vice- 
president  and  acting  president  of  the  company  for 
about  two  years.  Charles  Campbell  war.  continued 
as  a  vice-president,  and  Charles  S.  Keith,  general 
manager,  was  also  elected  a  vice-president.  Clar¬ 
ence  W.  Hastings  was  elected  a  director  and  ap¬ 
pointed  on  the  executive  committee  of  the  com¬ 
pany.  The  directors  adopted  resolutions  on  the 
death  of  R.  H.  Keith. 

Eight-Hour  Day  Is  Sustained. 

The  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  on 
Tuesday  of  this  week,  affirmed  the  decision  of  the 
supreme  court  of  Missouri,  upholding  the  validity 
of  the  Missouri  law  making  eight  hours  a  legaj 
day’s  work  in  the  mines.  The  case  was  that  of 
Cantwell  et  al.  vs.  Missouri.  The  decision  will 
affect  all  the  coal  mines,  as  well  as  the  metal 
mines,  in  Missouri. 

The  Kansas  board  of  railroad  commissioners 
heard  testimony  this  week  in  the  coal  case.  C. 
W.  Taylor,  attorney  for  the  board,  attempted  to 
show  discrimina'^ion  by  the  railroads  against  the 
Pittsburg  and  Osa.ge  mining  di<'tricts  on  coal 
shipped  to  various  points.  A.  A.  Berney,  a  retail 
dealer  of  Horton.  Kas..  testified  that  the  rate  on 
lump  coal  from  the  Centerville  district  to  Horton 
is  $1.10_  a  Jon,  while  from  Pittsburg,  the  same  dis¬ 
tance,  it  is  $1.40  a  ton.  He  testified  that  it  was 
possible  to  get  coal  from  the  Iowa  fields  in  four 
days,  while  the  average  time  for  a  shipment  from 
Pittsburg,  Kas.,  district  was  ten  days.  Sometimes 
it  'took  a  month,  he  said.  Two  years  ago  the  rate 
to  Horton  from  Osage  city  was  $1.10,  but  now 
it  is_  $1.50,  the  witness  testified.  G.  B.  Kelley, 
president  of  the  Champion  Coal  Co.,  of  Kansas 
City,  testified  that  the  reduction  in  coal  tariff  rates 
announced  by  the  Kansas  railroads  October  tenth 
last  affected  slack  coal  materially,  but  that  very 
few  reductions  were  made  in  the  rates  on  lump 
coal  to  any  points. 

The  funeral  of  C.  J.  Devlin,  the  former  mill¬ 
ionaire  Kansas  coal  operator,  who  died  in  Chicago 
last  week,  was  held  in  La  Salle,  Ill.,  last  Friday. 
It  was  reported  in  Kansas  City  that  the  stroke 
of  paralysis  which  caused  Mr.  Devlins’  death  was 
brought  on  by  worry,  caused  by  the  announce¬ 
ment,  after  he  had  reached  Chicago,  that  the 
creditors  of  the  Spring  Valley  National  bank  in 
Illinois  intended  to  prosecute  him. 

Condition  of  the  Devlin  Estate. 

A  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Devlin  e.s- 
tate,  issued  recently  by  the  receivers,  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 


Direct  liabilities  . $4,692,208.2(5 

Contingent  liabilities  .  1,039,379.00 

Total  liabilities  . $5,681,5.87.20 

Assets  .  4,956,943.09 

Excess  of  liabilities  . $  674,039.17 


Mr.  Devlin  carried  $1,241,500  life  insurance. 
Of  this,  $677,000  was  turned  over  by  Mrs.  Devlin 
to  tbe  First  National  bank  of  Topeka,  Kas.,  the 
day  before  it  failed.  Tlie  balance  of  the  insur¬ 
ance  will  go  to  Mrs.  Devlin  and  the  children. 
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The  amount  given  to  the  bank  will  probably 
enable  it  to  pay  its  creditors  in  full,  although 
other  creditors  may  attack  the  transfer  in  the 
courts.  The  receiver  of  the  bank  was  consider¬ 
ing  tlie  plan  to  cash  in  the  $077,000  in  insurance 
for  $70,000  rather  than  pay  annual  premiums  of 
$:i0,000,  when  he  lieard  of  Mr.  Devlin’s  death. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Devlin  will  not  change  the 
situation  in  regard  to  the  handling  of  his  finan¬ 
cial  affairs.  Courts  and  receivers  will  deal  with 
his  administration  instead  of  himself.  If  anything 


Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  Nov.  9. —  {Special  Corres¬ 
pondence.) — A  quiet  movement  is  under  way  to 
effect  a  combination  of  Ohio  valley  operators, 
which  will  embrace  the  leading  operations  of  the 
eastern  Ohio  district.  Nothing  of  the  movement 
has  so  far  come  to  light  and  a  successful  result 
may  not  be  achieved,  but  plans  are  being  per¬ 
fected  for  the  organization  and  in  the  near  future 
the  details  will  be  presented  to  all  the  operators 
needed  for  the  proposed  consolidation. 

The  plan  in  mind  is  to  effect  a  combination  after 
the  order  of  the  Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  which  is 
the  most  adjacent  to  the  Ohio  field,  and  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  which  has  given  the  Ohio  operators  some¬ 
thing  to  think  about.  It  is  altogether  likely  that 
West  Virginia  Panhandle  operators  will  be  so¬ 
licited  to  join  it  and  their  proximity  would  make 
them  a  logical  part  of  it. 

Michael  Gallagher,  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  one  of 
the  leading  operators,  is  one  of  the  men  actively 
engaged  in  the  preliminaries  and  he  speaks  hope¬ 
fully  of  the  outcome.  The  failure  of  the  selling 
agency  for  the  eastern  Ohio  companies  may  mean 
a  similar  failure  in  this  case,  but  that  failure  is 
the  spur  to  the  present  negotiations. 

This  selling  agency  was  put  on  foot  with  a  good 
deal  of  enthusiasm  last  winter.  Something  of  the 
sort  was  necessary  to  get  desired  uniformity  in 
prices,  and  also  to  weld  the  various  interests 
together.  There  is  an  operators’  association  in  this 
district,  which  has  been  of  considerable  benefit 
in  meeting  labor  problems,  but  it  is  believed  that 
the  consolidations  which  have  been  of  such  direct 
financial  benefit  in  other  fields  are  a  model  for  the 
coal  men  in  this  field. 

Big  Ohio  Combination  Planned. 

The  independents  just  now  with  their  troubles 
about  delivery  may  be  in  a  mood  to  give  reason¬ 
ably  flattering  options  on  their  properties.  The 
Pittsburg  seam  is  worked  throughout  the  district, 
and  the  coal  is  shipped  over  the  Wabash  and  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  lines.  At  present  the  scheme 
is  not  fully  developed,  but  fuller  details  will  be 
due  in  good  time. 

The  prevailing  car  shortage  is  telling  in  the 
New  River  field.  The  October  output  was  414,- 
665  tons,  the  lightest  for  several  months,  and 
over  35,000  tons  below  the  September  output. 
From  early  spring  each  succeeding  month  showed 
a  gain  until  October,  consequently  the  lack  of  car 
supply  in  the  face  of  an  improved  demand  for 
coal  is  set  forth  strikingly. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Nov.  9. — {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  present  situation  throughout  the 
Indiana  coal  field  is  similar  to  what  it  is  in  other 
states,  where  there  is  a  serious  shortage  of  cars. 
Promises  of  relief  have  not  been  fulfilled  and  the 
Indiana  operators  are  experiencing  great  trouble 
in  getting  their  coal  away  from  the  mines.  Manu¬ 
facturers  in  hundreds  of  instances  are  short  of 
fuel  and  will  have  to  close  down  unless  cars  are 
furnished  within  a  very  short  time.  Among  the 
smaller  retail  dealers  the  conditions  are  already 
becoming  very  troublesome  and  portend  greater 
inconvenience  than  ever  before  unless  the  rail¬ 
roads  come  to  the  front  before  the  winter  rush 
begins. 

Throughout  Indiana  the  mines  are  being  oper¬ 
ated  on  an  average  of  less  than  four  days  a  week. 
Along  the  Southern  Indiana  railroad  in  districts 
where  several  thousand  men  are  employed,  many 


is  left  after  the  debts  are  paid,  receivers  or  trus¬ 
tees  will  turn  it  over  to  estate. 

The  coal  mines  of  the  Oiicopee  and  Frontenac 
mining  districts  in  Kansas  adopted  a  testimonial 
last  week  deploring  the  untimely  death  of 
C.  J.  Devlin.  The  tribute  of  the  miners  to  the 
dead  operator  closed  with  these  words : 

“When  we  were  in  doubt  he  gave  us  counsel. 
When  we  were  in  trouble  he  was  our  friend. 
When  we  were  sick  or  in  distress  he  gave  us 
help.’’’ 


The  New  River  mines  are  working  about  half 
time  and  for  the  first  few  days  in  November  the 
supply  of  cars  was  lamentably  short.  The  oper¬ 
ators  in  this  region  are  fairly  storming  with  in¬ 
dignation  and  have  besieged  President  Stevens 
of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  with  appeals.  There  is 
considerable  talk  of  invoking  legal  aid  if  it  can 
be  shown  in  any  way  to  be  advantageous,  although 
on  what  ground  these  steps  would  be  taken  is  not 
clear. 

The  operator  in  any  part  of  West  Virginia  who 
has  the  ability  to  market  his  coal  readily  can  get 
good  prices.  Spot  coal  is  in  demand,  but  the 
trouble  is  to  get  into  that  class. 

No  improvement  over  the  preceding  three  or 
four  weeks  is  shown  on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  or 
Norfolk  &  Western  roads,  and  the  output  of  the 
mines  is  dependent  entirely  on  -car  service. 

Demand  for  Coal  Lands  Active. 

Notwithstanding  the  vexatious  conditions  the 
activity  in  coal  lands  continues  unabated;  in  fact, 
it  seems  to  have  been  stimulated  into  new  life 
by  the  delivery  problem.  The  largest  deal  for 
some  time  recently  consummated  practically  was 
for  a  30,000  acre  tract  in  the  outer  Fairmont  dis¬ 
trict,  embracing  lands  in  Marion  and  Monon¬ 
galia  counties.  The  price  for  the  tract  is  re¬ 
ported  to  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  $2,000,000  and 
interests  close  to  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad 
are  said  to  be  the  purchasers.  The  negotiations 
have  got  to  the  option  stage  and  as  the  price 
is  satisfactory  to  the  unnamed  syndicate  there  is 
little  doubt  of  the  deal  going  through. 

Miners  who  were  evicted  from  company  houses 
in  the  last  New  River  strike  and  who  claim  they 
suffered  damages  aggregating  over  $100,000,  each 
striker  suing  for  $2,500,  will  have  the  second 
chance  to  fight  their  case  in  the  Kanawha  circuit 
court  soon,  as  the  papers  have  been  drawn.  Half 
a  dozen  companies  are  named  as  defendants,  but 
they  are  not  worrying  over  the  final  decision.  The 
cases  were  up  at  a  former  term  of  the  court,  but 
were  not  tried  and  the  prosecution  is  being  made 
by  the  miners’  organization. 

B.  P.  Henritze,  of  Welch,  and  H.  M.  Myers,  of 
Bramwell,  are  organizing  the  Yucon  Coal  Co.,  to 
operate  a  mine  in  McDowell  county. 

Surveying  for  the  plant  of  the  Jed  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  near  Welch,  has  been  completed  and  work 
on  the  shaft  of  this  new  operation  will  begin  at  an 
early  date. 


Indiana. 

of  the  operators  have  been  unable  to  get  cars  to 
run  their  properties  more  than  two  and  a  half 
days  a  week  during  the  last  fortnight.  The  con¬ 
ditions  are  said  to  be  some  better  at  mines  which 
originate  coal  for  the  Big  Four,  the  Vandalia 
and  the  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois,  but  the  oper¬ 
ators  who  are  depending  on  these  roads  to  take 
coal  originated  along  the  Southern  Indiana  and 
the  Evansville  &  Terre  Haute  are  having  more 
serious  trouble  than  usually  is  expected  at  this 
time  of  the  year. 

Serious  Congestion  at  Terre  Haute. 

The  yards  of  all  the  roads  centering  at  Terre 
Haute  have  been  congested  with  coal  for  the  last 
two  or  three  weeks  and  it  was  reported  that  the 
Big  Four  and  the  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois 
had  placed  an  embargo  against  the  coal  delivered 
there  by  the  Southern  Indiana  and  the  Evansville 


&  Terre  Haute  roads,  but  the  stories  to  that  effect 
have  been  exaggerated.  The  Big  Four,  Vandalia 
and  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  have  given  pref¬ 
erence  to  the  coal  on  their  own  lines,  but  are 
now  moving  coal  from  the  other  lines  as  rapidly 
as  possible,  and  relief  is  promised  within  a  short 
lime.  The  trouble  seems  to  be  that  the  roads 
arc  short  of  motive  power  as  well  as  cars. 

A  representative  of  the  Big  Four  said  today 
that  this  company  had  not  placed  an  embargo  on 
the  Southern  Indiana  or  Evansville  &  Terre  Haute 
coal,  but,  that  an  arrangement  has  been  made 
whereby  the  Southern  will  deliver  coal  to  the  Big 
Four  at  Westport  instead  of  Terre  Haute.  It 
will  be  taken  from  Westport  to  points  in  the  gas 
belt  over  the  Michigan  division  of  the  latter. 
'I  his  arrangement  will  have  a  tendency  to  relieve 
the  congested  conditions  at  Terre  Haute.  He 
also  said  that  the  Big  Four  will  be  able  to  handle 
more  coal  as  soon  as  it  completes  its  new  road  to 
Chicago  by  the  way  of  Danville,  III.  This  di¬ 
vision  and  the  Chicago  division  of  the  Southern 
Indiana  may  be  completed  by  the  first  of  the  year, 
which  would  give  the  Indiana  companies  a  better 
chance  to  get  their  coal  to  market. 

But  as  conditions  now  stand  the  prospects  for 
the  consumers  and  dealers  who  depend  on  the 
Indiana  fields  are  not  as  good  as  they  should  be. 
Retail  dealers  here  are  already  experiencing 
trouble  and  are  afraid  to  think  of  what  they 
will  have  to  undergo  when  winter  commences, 
,  unless  better  transportation  facilities  are  afforded. 
Aside  from  four  or  five  larger  companies  prac¬ 
tically  none  of  the  retailers  here  has  enough  stock 
on  hand  to  last  long.  Under  the  circumstances 
it  would  not  be  surprising  if  there  was  another 
advance  by  the  retailers  on  December  first. 

Indiana  Prices  Are  Higher, 

The  prices  on  all  Indiana  coal  were  advanced 
twenty-five  cents  a  ton  at  the  mines  November 
first.  The  prevailing  quotations  at  the  mine  fol¬ 
low  : 

Ton  F.  O.  B. 


Description.  the  mine. 

Four-inch  lump  . $1.75 

One  and  a  quarter  inch  lump .  1.50 

Mine-run  . 1.25 

Two-inch  screenings . 70 

One  and  a  quarter  inch  screenings . 60 

Egg  nut  (No.  4) .  1.75 

One  and  a  quarter  mixed  nut .  1.35 

Brazil  block  .  2.25 

Minshall  .  2.25 


Many  of  the  operators  are  obtaining  prices 
twenty-five  cents  higher  a  ton  for  spot  coal.  Manu¬ 
facturers  in  the  gas  belt  and  other  sections  are 
pressing  the  operators  hard  for  coal,  as  they  have 
barely  enough  to  meet  their  requirements.  The 
conditions  make  it  easy  for  the  companies  to  get 
higher  prices  without  trouble.  The  retailers  here 
have  not  advanced  prices  any  since  October  first, 
when  they  received  notice  from  the  operators  of 
the  advance  that  has  just  taken  place  at  the  mines. 

Many  companies  would  not  have  been  able  to 
run  full  time  during  the  last  two  weeks,  even 
if  they  had  had  plenty  of  cars,  as  President 
IVIitchell  is  now  making  a  tour  of  the  Indiana 
fields.  He  is  making  speeches  to  the  miners, 
urging  them  firmly  to  resist  all  efforts  toward  a 
further  reduction  of  wages  and  assuring  them 
that  he  will  never  again  counsel  a  reduction. 
Miners  who  have  had  opportunity  to  work  have 
left  the  mines  to  attend  these  meetings. 

Among  the  Indiana  operators  the  feeling  is 
growing  that  Mitchdl  is  fortifying  in  case  of  a 
failure  to  reach  an  agreement  at  the  wage  confer¬ 
ence  here  in  January,  and  the  result  will  be  that 
nearly  every  company  will  have  a  representative 
at  the  Chicago  meeting  November  twenty-second 
to  organize  for  the  joint  meeting. 

Call  for  the  Anthracite  Convention. 

It  was  learned  at  the  mine  workers’  national 
headquarters  today  that  the  wage  conference  of 
the  three  anthracite  districts  will  begin  at  Sha- 
mokin,  Pa.,  December  fourteenth.  The  call  has 
been  prepared  by  the  district  presidents  and  will 
be  sent  out  soon.  President  Mitchell  looks  for¬ 
ward  to  this  as  one  of  the  most  important  con¬ 
ventions  in  the  history  of  the  organization,  as  it 
will  frame  the  demands  that  will  be  made  upon 
the  anthracite  operators  next  spring.  He  will 
spend  most  of  his  time  encouraging  the  bitumi¬ 
nous  miners  of  Indiana  and  Illinois  between  now 
and  the  date  of  the  convention.  Secretary-Treas¬ 
urer  Wilson  is  now  campaigning  among  the  Ohio 
miners,  urging  them  to  stand  firmly  against  any 
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reduction.  The  call  for  the  national  convention 
and  joint  wage  conference  will  be  sent  out  from 
here  week  after  next. 

The  Terre  Haute  Retail  Dealers’  Association 
has  decided  to  advance  prices  another  notch, 
making  a  total  of  fifty-five  cents  a  ton  on  all 
grades  since  August  first.  In  nearly  all  of  the 


Columbus,  Ohio,  Nov.  9.— -(Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.') — Demand  for  Hocking  coal  continues 
to  be  active  and  operators  are  having  an  anxious 
time  taking  care  of  the  customers  who  depend 
upon  them  year  after  year  for  a  supply.  One 
company  voices  a  popular  sentiment  in  declaring 
that  it  would  be  a  welcome  relief  to  be  cleaned 
up  on  orders  for  a  few  days.  The  circular  price 
for  Hocking  of  $1.50  has  been  lost  sight  of  for 
the  past  week  or  more,  the  premium  freely  offered 
advancing  it  to  to  $1.75,  and  at  present  $2.00  is 
being  realized  in  some  quarters  for  spot  coal. 
Retail  dealers’  stocks  in  Chicago  and  elsewhere 
are  generally  low,  and  almost  any  reasonable  price 
demanded  may  be  realized. 

There  is  no  disposition  to  boost  quotations  to 
a  point  beyond  that  which  would  be  naturally 
sustained  by  the  market,  as  is  shown  by  the  action 
of  the  Ohio  Operators’  Association  a  week  ago 
in  deciding  to  make  no  change  from  the  October 
circular.  At  the  same  time  it  is  essential  that 
producers  should  secure  what  might  be  termed 
fancy  prices  in  the  form  of  premiums,  as  the 
earlier  part  of  the  season  was  very  unprofitable 
and  the  car  shortage  is  restricting  their  output 
perhaps  to  a  greater  degree  than  in  any  previous 
year.  This  handicap  is  as  serious  as.  ever.  The 
railroads  are  generally  credited  with  doing  the 
best  they  can  to  relieve  the  situation,  bending 
their  energies  to  securing  the  prompt  return  of 
empty  cars,  which  are  sidetracked  by  other  lines 
in  the  interests  of  live  freight.  In  the  present 
crisis  a  cold  snap  would  work  considerable  hard¬ 
ship  and  send  prices  booming  upward. 

Local  Retail  Trade  Unprofitable. 

The  local  coal  trade  is  brisk,  but  unprofitable, 
owing  to  scarcity  and  to  high  prices  at  the  mines. 
Stocks  are  very  low.  At  $3.00  per  ton  for  do¬ 
mestic  lump,  Columbus  consumers_  enjoy  cheaper 
fuel  than  those  of  most  any  city- in  the  countr}'. 
The  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association  at  a  meet¬ 
ing  held  a  few  days  ago  to  consider  the  question 
of  advancing  prices  decided  in  the  negative.  A 
franchise  has  been  granted  to  a  new  natural^  gas 
company,  which  will  make  increased  competition 
from  this  source  before  another  year. 

As  yet  Ohio  operators  have  taken  no  action 
regarding  the  sending  of  delegates  to  the  confer¬ 
ence  at  Chicago  on  November  twenty-second, 
where  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  form  a  national 
organization  of  operators’  associations.  This 
meeting  will  also  have  for  its  object  a  discussion 
of  the  problems  which  will  occur  in  making  a  new 
agreement  with  the  miners  in  January.  In  face 
of  President  Mitchell’s  public  statement  a  few 
days  ago  that  any  lowering  of  the  wage  scale 
anywhere  will  be  vigorously  opposed,  local  oper¬ 
ators  insist  that  a  reduction  of  ten  or  fifteen  cents 
per  ton  is  vital  to  their  interests,  because  of  the 
growing  aggressiveness  of  West  Virpdnia,  with 
unorganized  labor  and  low-  rate  of  mining,  in  the 
Hocking  valley  market.  It  is  expected  that  Ohio 
and  Pennsylvania  will  act  together  in  the  matter 
of  deciding  whether  or  not  it  will  be  the  part  of 
wisdom  to  become  identified  with  the  movement 
to  be  inaugurated  in  Chicago  on  the  date  men¬ 
tioned. 

Personal  and  General  Notes. 

William  Blood,  of  the  Atlas  Coal  Co.,  Burg’s 
Run,  Ohio,  was  in  the  city  during  the  past  week. 

J.  W.  Abell,  president  of  the  Muskingum  Coal 
&  Railway  Co.,  at  Zanesville,  Ohio,  paid  Columbus 
a  visit  this  week. 

Thomas  Johnson,  of  the  Johnson  Coal  Co.,  who 
has  been  confined  at  Grant  hospital  for  several 
weeks  past,  as  the  result  of  an  operation,  is  now 
convalescent. 

Daniel  Hitt,  late  of  the  Hamilton  Coal  Co.,  has 
joined  forces  with  the  Kelly’s  Creek  Colliery  Co. 


large  cities  of  the  state  the  retailers  have  advanced 
prices  from  twenty-five  to  fifty  cents  a  ton  to 
meet  the  advance  at  the  mines. 

The  railroads  have  already  felt  the  shortage  of 
fuel  and  during  the  past  week  have  confiscated 
a  large  tonnage  consigned  to  the  gas  belt  and 
Indianapolis  consumers. 


in  the  capacity  of  western  representative,  with 
headquarters  in  Columbus. 

Local  coal  circles  regret  the  loss  of  Tracey  B. 
Guthrie,  general  manager  of  the  late  Continental 
Coal  Co.,  which  was  recently  merged  with  the 
Sunday  Creek  Co.  This  regret  found  expression 
in  a  farewell  dinner  to  him  previous  to  his  de¬ 
parture  for  New  York  city,  where  he  has  taken 
a  position  with  the  Republic  Iron  &  Steel  Co. 

The  quarters  of  the  recently  organized  Colum¬ 
bus  ^Coal  Club  are  being  fitted  up  in  the  eleventh 
story  of  the  new  Columbus  Savings  &  Trust  Co. 
building  and  will  soon'  be  ready  for  occupancy. 
Frank  S.  Brooks,  secretary  of  the  Ohio  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Coal  Operators,  will  have  his  office  in 
connection  with  the  rooms  of  the  club,  of  which 
he  is  one  of  the  promoters. 


The  Pacific  Coast  Trade. 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Nov.  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)— S'mzt  the  Steamship  “Sonoma”  left 
this  port  there  has  been  but  one  coal  arrival 
from  Australia,  viz.,  “Clan  Graham,”  2,330  tons. 
There  are  three  sailing  vessels  and  one  steamer, 
all  coal  carriers,  which  are  fully  due  to  arrive 
here  this  month.  There  are  on  the  chartered 
list  from  Newcastle,  N.  S.  W.,  to  load  coal,  twen¬ 
ty-three  vessels,  with  a  carrying  capacity  of  about 
48,000  tons.  The  “Clan  Graham”  was  the  only 
vessel  to  deliver  colonial  coal  here  in  October. 
The  same  month  last  year  there  were  nine  ves¬ 
sels,  which  delivered  23,719  tons.  This  shows 
a  very  pronounced  shrinkage  this  year. 

The  arrival  of  coal  from  all  sources  for  the 
month  of  October  this  year  is  28,652  tons  less 
than  October,  1904.  There  are  but  vtry  small 
stocks  of  Australian  grades  now  here  in  yard. 
Still  there  appears  to  be  no  change  in  the  ask¬ 
ing  prices  for  the  little  that  is  here,  although  the 
fall  demand  is  now  beginning;  and,  to  make 
good  the  deficit,  three  steamers  have  been  char¬ 
tered  to  bring  Newcastle  coal,  which  should  ar¬ 
rive  here  during  the  month.  New  steamer  engage¬ 
ments  recently  have  been  made  for  the  transporta¬ 
tion  of  British  Columbia  fuel  to  this  port.  These, 
with  shipments  from  other  coast  ports,  will  sup¬ 
ply  nearly  all  immediate  requirements  for  the 
winter  trade.  Harmony  again  prevails  among  Jhe 
Nanaimo  coal  miners,  and  the  output  promises 
to  be  materially  augmented. 

Freight  rates  from  the  colonies  are  quoted  at 
an  advance,  making  Australian  products  _  cost 
.somewhat  higher.  The  output  of  fuel  oil  is  not 
decreasing,  and  there  is  no  perceptible  change  in 
values,  although  producers  are  demanding  higher 
prices. 


The  St.  Louis  Coal  Market. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Nov.  9. —  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — There  is  no  material  change  in  the  market 
this  week  with  the  exception  of  standard  coal, 
which  seems  to  be  a  little  more  plentiful,  this 
having  had  some  tendency  to  slightly  weaken 
prices.  All  high  grade  coals  are  extremely  scarce 
and  a  great  many  companies  are  unable  to  accept 
further  orders  on  account  of  the  severe  shortage 
of  cars  which  has  become  more  and  more  notice¬ 
able  the  past  week.  A  great  many  mines  have 
been  unable  to  operate  and  others  only  at  about 
half  their  capacity.  Average  prices  of  coal  at 
East  St.  Louis  f.  o.  b.  cars  are  as  follows : 


Trenton  and  Big  Muddy . $2.2.5 

Carterville  .  2.10 

Staunton  . $1.60@  1.70 

Standard  Shaker  Screen  .  1.40 

Standard  Flat  Bar .  1.25 

Standard  run-of  minc  .  1.15 

Standard  screenings  . $0.25®  .35 


Pennsylvania  anthracite  rules  very  firm  and 
very  little  coal  is  reported  as  arriving.  Full  cir¬ 


cular  price  of  $6.70@$6.95  per  ton  is  being  re¬ 
ceived  for  this  product  in  every  instance. 

Reports  from  the  Arkansas  anthracite  fields  are 
very  encouraging  to' the  operator,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  that  the  equipment  situation  is  about  the 
same  in  this  as  it  is  in  the  Illinois  field.  All 
operators  seem  to  have  more  orders  than  they 
can  handle  promptly.  The  same  conditions  pre¬ 
vail  in  the  semi-anthracite  fields  with  a  slight 
advance  in  price  over  last  week.  Run-of-mine  coal 
is  bringing  $1.75  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  cars  at  the  mines; 
lump  and  egg,  $2.50  f.  o.  b.  mines. 

The  retail  situation  is  also  about  the  same  as 
last  week.  The  weather  having  moderated  the 
past  few  days,  this  has  given  the  dealer  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  catch  up  with  his  orders.  The  demand, 
however,  is  reported  good  from  all  sections  and 
prices  arc  being  well  maintained  as  follows : 


Per  bu. 

nig  Muddy  . $0.15 

Carterville  and  Trenton . 14 

Staunton  and  Mt.  Olive . 12 

Standard  . 11 

Per  ton. 

Arkansas  anthracite  grate . $7.00 

Arkansas  anthracite  egg .  7.25 

Arkansas  anthracite  stove .  7.50 

Pennsylvania  anthracite  grate .  8.25 

Pennsylvania  anthracite,  egg,  stove  and 

chestnut  .  8.50 

Crushed  coke  . $5.50^  C.OO 


There  is  a  scarcity  of  smithing  coal  at  present 
and  a  slight  advance  has  been  made  in  price,  up 
to  $1.00^4.10  east  St.  Louis  for  the  better  grades. 

J.  S.  Fee,  president  of  the  Fee-Davis  Coal  Co., 
returned  from  the  east  the  early  part  of  last  week. 

W.  C.  Huber,  of  the  Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
was  in  the  city  two  or  three  days  last  week. 

C.  F.  Stem,  of  the  Guy  G.  Gibson  Coal  Co.  of 
Chicago,  was  a  visitor  last  week. 


Neuj  Plan  of  .Advertising. 

A  new  way  of  advertising  his  business  has  been 
originated  by  an  energetic  young  western  coal 
merchant.  It  seems  to  be  the  most  attractive 
kind  of  an  advertisement,  especially  to  those 
of  the  masculine  persuasion.  He  has  secured  as 
a  drawing  card  a  handsome  young  lady  of  nine¬ 
teen  years,  and  the  only  fear  the  merchant  has  is 
that  some  of  his  customers,  attracted  to  his  place 
of  business  by  her  charms,  will  marry  her  before 
he  can  amass  a  fortune  through  the  new  custo¬ 
mers  she  attracts. 

The  only  duties  of  this  girl  are  to  sit  in  the 
window  and  look  wise,  but  her  orders  are  “do 
not  flirt.”  The  young  employer  does  all  the 
office  work,  and,  of  course,  there  is  no  danger  that 
he  will  become  infatuated  with  “his  help.” 

There  is  one  trouble  with  this  advertisement, 
however.  Every  day  sign  painters  call  at  the 
office  and  demand  that  she  join  their  union,  as 
her  presence  in  the  window  does  away  with  the 
necessity  of  lettering  the  office. 


Wagon  Prices  at  Chicago. 


ANTHRACITE. 

Grate  .  $6.50 

Stove  .  6.75 

Chestnut  .  6.75 

Egg  .  6.75 

BITUMINOUS. 

Smokeless  lump  .  $5.25 

Smokeless  run-of-mine  .  3.75 

Hocking  lump  .  4.25 

Hocking  nut  .  3.75 

Illinois  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.25 

Indiana  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.25 

Wilmington  chunks  .  3.75 

No.  1  washed  nut .  3.75 

Brazil  block  .  3.75 

Jackson  Hill  Ohio  . .  5.00 

Cannel  lump  .  6.25 

Smithing  .  4.75 

West  Virginia  splint .  4.50 

Gas-house  coke  .  5.50 


Prof.  Henry  Landes  and  about  a  dozen  students 
of  the  State  University  at  Seattle,  Wash.,  re¬ 
cently  took  a  trip  through  the  mines  of  the  New¬ 
castle  Coal  Co.  near  Seattle.  This  was  done 
for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the  students  to  wit¬ 
ness  mining  machinery  in  operation  and  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  underground  strata. 
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Keep  cool. 

Have  you  sold  any  car  numbers  this  week? 

This  is  a  good  time  to  watch  out  for  “tainted”  money  in  the  coal  business. 

VC 

The  western  dealer,  who  bought  a  large  tonnage  of  coal  in  July  or 
August,  is  entitled  to  wear  a  broad  grin  these  days. 

Do  NOT  PERMIT  the  present  opportunity  to  make  money,  because  it  is  an 
unusual  one,  overrule  your  principles  of  honesty  and  integrity. 

An  eastern  paper  refers  to  “coal  and  gold”  in  the  same  breath.  If  the 
prices  of  the  former  keep  on  booming,  it  looks  as  if  there  might  be  some  con¬ 
nection. 

Some  of  the  newspaper  writers,  who  are  dealing  with  the  situation  as  to 
labor  in  the  anthracite  region,  intimate  that  peace  can  be  preserved  next  year 


if  the  operators  display  tact  in  dealing  with  the  miners.  A  still  better  plan 
would  be  to  have  both  sides  display  tact. 

Although  prices  are  high,  it  is  not  a  good  plan  to  substitute  cheap  coal 
for  the  high  grade  product  because  you  may  be  able  to  do  so  without  being 
caught  at  it. 

VC 

Look  out  for  coal  contract  violations.  The  courts  of  the  land  have  an 
unfortunate  way  at  present  of  assessing  the  man  who  violates  his  contract, 
large  sums  of  money. 

VC 

The  Lesson  in  Devlin's  Career. 

The  death  of  Chas.  J.  Devlin,  for  a  number  of  years  the  most  prom¬ 
inent  factor  in  connection  with  western  coal  mining,  last  week,  was  a  shock 
to  a  large  number  of  intimate  business  friends.  Mr.  Devlin,  through  his 
remarkable  executive  ability,  his  intense  activity,  and  his  broad  comprehen¬ 
sion  of  business  conditions  and  opportunities,  had  built  up  a  business  struc¬ 
ture  which  furnished  employment  to  thousands  of  men  and  extended  through 
three  western  states.  Starting  with  absolutely  nothing  as  capital,  in  a  period 
of  a  score  of  years,  he  gained  a  position  which  made  him  several  times  a 
millionaire. 

Mr.  Devlin  had  many  admirable  characteristics.  Sympathetic  in  his 
nature,  he  contributed  large  sums  of  money  to  hospitals,  the  church,  and 
philanthropic  institutions.  He  was  considerate  of  his  employes  and  had 
their  respect  and  regard.  From  the  standpoint  of  integrity,  he  stood  high 
in  the  business  world. 

*  *  * 

The  career  of  Mr.  Devlin  should  furnish  much  food  for  thought  to  those 
who  are  endeavoring  to  win  the  greatest  business  success.  In  spite  of  his  re¬ 
markable  ability  and  his  great  davancement,  there  were  flaws  in  his  char¬ 
acter  which  show  now  more  plainly,  and  the  consideration  of  which  may  lead 
other  business  men  to  avoid  some  of  the  pitfalls  of  life. 

He  carried  on  his  shoulders  too  great  a  load  for  any  human.  At  the  head 
of  vast  enterprises,  he  entrusted  none  of  the  smaller  details  of  the  business 
to  lieutenants  with  power  to  carry  out  his  plans,  but  endeavored  to  accom¬ 
plish  everything  himself.  It  was  a.  one-man  proposition.  He  had  his  mind 
filled  with  plans  for  further  extensive  developments  of  his  business,  with  the 
finances  of  various  corporations,  with  the  details  of  the  operation  of  mines, 
with  the  sale  of  coal  and  all  the  numerous  attendant  features;  with  his  rail¬ 
road  interests,  and  with  the  affairs  of  his  banks.  None  of  his  employes  en¬ 
joyed  his  confidence  to  the  extent  that  he  was  entrusted  with  any  important 
executive  authority. 

Mr.  Devlin  probably  was  an  intellectual  giant  in  his  capacity  for  busi¬ 
ness,  but  he  should  have  surrounded  himself  with  competent  sub-officials  who 
could  have  assumed  part  of  this  load,  and  in  whom  he  could  have  placed 
absolute  dependence.  Modern  business,  where  large  interests  are  at  stake, 
is  a  game  of  peaceful  warfare,  paradoxical  as  this  statement  may  seem.  The 
successful  genius  of  business  is  the  man  who  can  take  a  general  survey  of 
the  situation,  can  plan  on  broad  lines,  can  peer  into  the  future  and  discern 
what  it  holds  in  store — and  leave  the  execution  of  those  plans  to  his  .gen¬ 
erals,  his  colonels  and  his  captains.  He  can  not  carry  the  load  alone.  Busi¬ 
ness  has  many  angles.  It  requires  ver.satility  of  management  for  large  inter¬ 
ests  to  fully  succeed. 

*  *  * 

There  is  still  another  feature  in  connection  with  the  career  of  Mr. 
Devlin,  which  is  considered  important.  Financial  power  and  prominence  con¬ 
stitute  the  goal  toward  which  a  great  many  business  men  are  strug.gling. 
When  they  obtain  a  fortune  of  a  million  dollars,  or  two  million  dollars,  or 
three  million  dollars,  there  is  keen  rivalry  to  double  this  amount  and  exceed 
the  fortune  of  some  other  successful  man.  When  this  has  been  done,  there 
looms  up  on  the  horizon  some  one  with  double  their  fortune,  and  they  attempt 
to  emulate  or  exceed  him  in  the  prominence  and  extent  of  their  financial 
power.  This  was  true  of  Mr.  Devlin.  Four  or  five  years  ago,  his  fortune 
amounted  to  two  or  three  million  dollars,  in  excess  of  all  his  liabilities.  This 
was  more  money  than  he  could  ever  use  or  spend  for  his  personal  comfort 
and  pleasure,  and  for  the  comfort  and  pleasure  of  those  dependent  upon  him. 
It  would  satisfy  every  demand  that  he  might  have  during  his  long  life,  and 
during  the  life  of  his  family.  But  he  was  not  content.  Ambition  drove  him 
forward  into  larger  enterprises,  and  a  greater  expansion  of  his  credits.  Linder 
the  increasing  load  the  human  brain  gave  way.  The  great  general  of  in¬ 
dustry  was  exiled  to  the  island  of  Saint  Helena  by  disease.  The  battle  was 
over.  He  had  undertaken  a  task  too  great  for  him,  and  had  met  with 
a  rout. 

Ambition  within  proper  bounds  is  laudable.  But  the  amibitious  man 
must  keep  a  cool  head  and  a  steady  nerve.  He  must  have  the  two  diamet- 
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rically  opposed  characteristics  of  progress  and  conservatism.  He  must  be 
progressive  up  to  the  bounds  of  his  limitations.  He  must  be  conservative,  so 
he  will  not  exceed  those  bounds.  The  flaw  in  the  career  of  Mr.  Devlin  was 
that  he  did  not  know  when  to  stop.  He  did  not  understand  his  own  limita¬ 
tions.  He  did  not  realize  that  the  brain  is  ash  and  that  the  body  is  clay. 

♦  ♦  * 

In  all  kindness,  Mr.  Devlin  is  entitled  to  a  position,  well  earned,  as  a 
successful  captain  of  industry.  His  prominence  in  this  regard  is  among  the 
leaders,  not  because  of  the  number  of  dollars  which  he  left  to  those  who 
survive  him,  but  due  to  his  remarkable  development  of  enterprises,  his  em¬ 
ployment  of  thousands  of  men,  and  because  he  built  up  from  nothing  and  be¬ 
came  a  great  industrial  general.  Napoleon,  to  this  day,  is  admired  and 
respected,  but  the  flaws  in  his  character  are  pointed  out  that  others  may  profit 
by  taking  heed  of  them.  And  so  it  is  with  Devlin.  His  career  stands  forth 
as  one  of  success,  but  those  who  desire  to  gain  greater  success  can  well  afford 
to  profit  by  the  lessons  of  his  life,  and  endeavor  in  every  possible  way  to 
avoid  the  mistakes  which  he  made. 

Handling  Lumber  and  Coal  at  Retail. 

The  question  of  Handling  lumber,  coal  and  other  commodities  as  one  busi¬ 
ness  is  one  that  is  of  more  interest  to  retail  dealers  in  the  west  than  it  is  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  country.  With  a  small  population  in  many  western 
cities  and  towns  the  retailer  in  coal  has  found  it  necessary  to  engage  in  other 
enterprises.  He  has  found  that  the  coal  business  is  profitable  only  about  six 
months  in  the  year,  and  during  the  other  six  months  he  either  must  handle 
some  commodity  which  is  seasonable  or  remain  idle.  There  seems  to  be  a 
natural  affinity  ^between  coal  and  lumber  for  the  reason  that  there  is  a  season 
for  each  of  these  commodities,  which  does  not  overlap  to  any  great  extent 
nor  are  there  any  conditions  which  are  prohibitive  against  combining  the  two 
lines  of  business.  Viewing  the  question  from  the  lumber  standpoint,  the 
American  Lumhermayi,  one  of  the  leading  class  journals,  recently  said: 

“Without  doubt  dealers  handling  this  commodity  have  discussed  the  sub¬ 
ject  with  themselves  and  it  is  probable  that  the  majority  have  settled  it  to 
their  own  satisfaction,  at  least.  The  query  constitutes  one  of  the  ‘burning 
questions,’  at  this  time.  Beginning  with  the  fall  months  it  requires  a  con¬ 
siderable  part  of  the  dealer’s  time  and  that  of  his  employes  and  teams  as  well 
to  supply  his  coal  trade.  Frequently  his  men  and  teams  are  needed  to  handle 
lumber  and  the  coal  trade  may  be  classified  as  a  disturber.  Later  in  the  sea¬ 
son,  however,  coal  will  be  one  of  the  principal  articles  handled  at  many  yards 
and  at  some  probably  coal  will  constitute  the  bulk  of  the  sales. 

“In  adding  coal  to  the  list  of  articles  carried  the  retail  dealer  has  given 
weight  to  two  arguments :  First,  it  provides  work  for  his  men  and  teams  at 
a  time  when  otherwise  they  would  not  be  continuously  employed  and,  second, 
it  serves  to  advertise  the  fact  that  he  is  in  business.  Some  operators  have 
stated  that  between  loss  in  weight  and  loss  from  customers  who  fail  to  pay 
there  is  little  or  nothing  in  the  business;  therefore  it  is  pertinent  to  consider 
this  question  now  from  a  standpoint  of  net  results.  Viewed  in  this  practical 
manner  that  part  of  the  business  made  up  of  sales  of  coal  can  scarcely  be  as 
satisfactory  as  the  average  dealer  would  desire.  Take  an  average  yard  where 
probably  300  tons  of  coal  will  be  handled  and  it  may  be  safe  to  assume  that 
seventy-five  tons  will  be  anthracite,  seventy-five  the  better  grades  of  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  and  150  of  the  lower  grades  of  bituminous.  Estimating  the  orig¬ 
inal  cost  at  destination  at  $8,  $6  and  $3  makes  a  total  investment  of  $1,500. 
Adding  to  the  initial  cost  the  expense  of  handling,  say  fifty  cents  a  ton,  makes 
the  coal  cost  $1,650. 

“Local  conditions  have  much  to  do  with  the  ability  of  the  dealer  to  dispose 
of  his  coal  profitably.  Assuming  that  competition  is  not  burdensome  it  may 
be  possible  for  the  coal  to  be  retailed  at  $9,  $6.75  and  $3.75  respectively  for 
the  various  grades.  This  would  make  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  $1,743.75. 
The  usual  shrinkage  in  weight  caused  by  loss  in  transit,  loss  in  handling,  by 
giving  down  weight  and  similar  causes  would  not  be  less  than  two  per  cent, 
which  is  a  very  conservative  estimate.  Deducting  this  loss  would  leave 
$1,708.88.  A  certain  portion  of  this  book  account  never  will  be  collected. 
Estimating  this  loss  at  two  per  cent,  which  perhaps  is  below  the  average, 
would  make  the  net  proceeds  $1,674.70  on  an  original  investment  of  $1,500 
and  a  net  cost  of  handling  of  $150,  leaving  a  net  profit  of  only  $24.70.  This 
is  a  margin  of  1.5  per  cent,  but  in  addition  the  teams  and  men  have  been 
kept  busy  and  have  earned  $150  when  otherwise  they  might  have  been  idle, 
so  that  on  the  entire  transaction  after  deducting  loss  of  underweight  and  loss 
of  bad  debts  there  is  left  a  net  balance  to  pay  for  the  cost  of  maintenance, 
teams  and  keeping  men  on  hand  $174.72,  or  approximately  11.6  per  cent  profit 
on  the  $1,500  investment. 

“The  figures  used  may  not  be  illustrative  of  the  coal  business  at  every 
point,  but  probably  would  strike  a  fair  average  for  the  yard  engaged  in  this 
trade.” 

There  is  only  one  further  suggestion  that  we  might  make.  Naturally  the 
publication  from  which  we  quote  places  lumber  first,  as  the  more  important 


of  the  two  commodities.  There  was  a  time  when  this  was  true.  When  wood 
was  used  extensively  in  the  west  as  fuel,  coal  was  a  side  issue.  That  time 
has  rapidly  disappeared.  Coal  is  becoming  more  important  every  year,  and 
the  successful  retailer  now  must  give  as  much  attention  to  conducting  a  coal 
business  as  to  the  lumber  trade.  There  are  so  many  different  descriptions  of 
bituminous  coal  in  the  west  that  it  requires  an  education  to  have  full  knowl¬ 
edge  of  them.  If  the  merchant  who  deals  in  both  coal  and  lumber  wishes  to 
be  successful  he  must  know  as  much  about  coal  as  he  does  about  lumber. 
He  should  not  miss  an  opportunity  to  post  himself  on  this  subject,  nor  should 
he  be  remiss  in  attention  to  the  details  of  the  coal  business.  When  he  is  a  coal 
man  he  should  have  his  mind  on  coal  and  realize  the  necessity  of  being  effi¬ 
cient  dn  supplying  his  customers  and  ascertaining  their  wants.  When  he  is 
a  lumber  man  this  holds  equally  true  as  to  that  product. 

With  the  development  of  our  western  country  and  its  growth  as  to  popu¬ 
lation,  both  the  coal  and  lumber  business  will  drift  into  more  certain  channels. 
The  time  will  come  when  there  will  be  so  much  demand  for  coal  from  steam 
users,  as  well  as  domestic  consumers,  that  the  coal  merchant  will  find  that  he 
can  not  devote  much  attention  to  other  lines.  This  will  prove  particularly 
true  in  the  cities  where  the  population  is  in  excess  of  2,000  or  3,000  people. 
With  the  development  of  the  coal  trade  there  will  come  a  demand  for  better 
facilities  for  handling  it.  Coal  pockets  and  storage  bins  will  be  essential  if 
the  dealer  means  to  succeed.  When  these  are  required  the  retail  merchant 
will  not  have  much  opportunity  to  devote  attention  to  other  lines.  Until  they 
are  required,  however,  coal  and  lumber  will  continue  to  be  the  commodities 
in  which  the  merchant  can  deal  with  the  greatest  success,  and  combine  two 
lines  of  business. 

Jt  Private  View,  of  Strike  Possibilities. 

Contributions  by  private  citizens  to  public  newspapers  are  not  always 
worthy  of  attention.  Occasionally,  however,  ideas  expressed  in  such  com¬ 
munications  are  in  advance  of  those  advocated  by  the  newspaper.  A  recent 
letter  to  the  New  York  Sun  from  a  writer  who  signs  himself  “Anthracite” 
hits  the  nail  on  the  head  so  far  as  the  actual  facts  connected  with  the  strike 
outlook  are  concerned.  This  writer  says: 

“The  writer  was  born  and  raised  in  the  coal  fields  and  knows  miners  and 
operators.  The  miners  are  better  paid  and  better  off  than  the  same  class  of 
labor  in  the  cities.  A  large  percentage  of  the  miners  own  real  estate  and  live 
well.  The  majority  of  them  work  from  six  to  seven  hours  a  day,  so  that 
their  demand  for  an  eight-hour  day  is  all  nonsense. 

“In  regard  to  recognition  of  the  union,  John  Mitchell  is  doing  it  for  his 
own  glory.  He  has  been  making  speeches  through  the  coal  fields  asking  the 
miners  to  pay  dues  and  increase  the  membership.  I  have  been  told  by  miners 
that  they  did  not  want  to  join  the  union  but  were  afraid  to  stay  out. 

“The  operators  do  not  care  if  a  strike  comes,  because  it  always  raises 
the  price  of  coal,  and  coal  never  goes  down  to  the  same  level.  The  public 
pays  for  the  glory  of  John  Mitchell.  The  writer  is  not  connected  in  any 
way,  shape  or  manner  with  the  coal  interests.” 

We  would  take  exception  to  only  one  paragraph  in  this  letter.  Where  the 
writer  asserts  that  the  coal  operators  do  not  care  if  a  strike  comes,  we  believe 
he  is  wrong.  The  coal  operators  of  the  anthracite  region  are  as  good  citizens 
as  any  others  in  this  country,  and  we  believe  that  they  would  much  prefer 
peace  to  a  strike.  They  feel,  however,  that  they  are  right,  and  will  not  sac¬ 
rifice  principle  in  order  to'  maintain  peace.  .\nd  it  looks  very  much  as  if 
they  were  right  in  their  position  at  present.  They  submitted  their  controversy 
to  a  national  arbitration  board,  which  decided  between  them  and  the  miners, 
accepting  the  result  of  that  arbitration  gracefully.  This  was  the  dictum  of 
an  arbitration  board  which  was  neutral  and  non-partisan.  There  have  been 
no  changes  in  conditions  or  otherwise  which  should  make  concessions  neces¬ 
sary  to  the  miners.  With  the  courage  of  their  convictions  the  anthracite  oper¬ 
ators  will  demand  the  continuance  of  the  present  wage  conditions  in  the  pro¬ 
ducing  region.  A  departure  from  this  program  on  their  part  would  be  cow¬ 
ardly.  The  writer  erred  when  he  intimated  that  they  courted  a  strike  for 
the  financial  profit  resulting  from  it.  The  interruption  to  business  for  a  long 
period  and  the  consequent  rioting  and  anarchy  might  result  in  very  heavy 
losses.  The  anthracite  operators  want  peace.  But  they  only  want  it  so  long 
as  they  can  have  it  at  an  honorable  price.  They  do  not  want  it  if  they  are 
obliged  to  run  their  collieries  for  the  benefit  of  the  labor  unions  only. 

Henry  Edward  Rood,  in  the  North  American  Reviczv  in  a  recent  article, 
said :  “Like  seventy  million  of  my  brethren  and  sisters,  I  am  getting  some¬ 
what  tired  of  Mr.  Mitchell’s  threat  to  make  us  freeze;  to  deprive  many  of  us 
of  our  livelihood  by  shutting  down  the  mills;  to  lessen  the  number  of  trains 
by  which  we  travel ;  to  close  the  schools  and  churches,  unless  we  force  the 
mine  operators  to  grant  the  requests  of  the  unions  which  he  represents.  All  of 
these  things,  you  remember,  he  did  in  1902.”  This  is  a  concise  way  of  stating 
the  situation. 
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Western  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


K.  L.  Booth,  vice-president  of  the  North  West¬ 
ern  Fuel  Co.,  is  in  New  York  and  Buffalo  this 
week  on  business. 

F..  E.  Pinney  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  was  in 
Chicago  this  week.  Mr.  Pinney  reports  that 
Cedar  Rapids  is  rather  short  of  coal  and  that  the 
demand  accordingly  is  active. 

J.  J.  O’Rourke  has  been  appointed  manager  at 
Chicago  of  the  Citizen’s  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  of 
Springfield,  111.,  with  offices  in  the  Manhattan 
building,  to  succeed  Win.  J.  O’Rourke,  who  has 
resigned. 

Jewett,  Bigelow  &  Brooks  Coal  Co.,  ninth  floor 
of  the  h'isher  huilding,  is  increasing  its  office  space 
by  taking  an  additional  suite,  which  will  give 
this  company  just  double  the  room  it  formerly 
occupied. 

F.  C.  Bryan,  vice-president  and  general  man¬ 
ager  of  the  St.  Paul  &  Western  Coal  Co.,  and 
the  Boston  Coal  Dock  &  Wharf  Co.,  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  was  in  Chicago  during  the  week  on  a 
business  trip. 

W.  M.  Logan,  president  of  the  E.  E.  Pattison 
Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  has  returned  from  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  reports  that  the  car  supply  in  the  Po¬ 
cahontas  field  is  very  poor,  with  a  prospect  that 
it  will  he  worse  before  the  winter  is  over. 

Ralph  Peters,  formerly  traveling  salesman  with 
the  North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  Chicago,  has  ac¬ 
cepted  a  similar  position  with  the  Standard 
Washed  Coal  Co.,  Plymouth  building,  and  will 
represent  this  company  in  Iowa  territory. 

John  T.  Connery,  president  of  the  Miami  Coal 
Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  left  Wednes¬ 
day  night  of  this  week  for  French  Lick,  Ind., 
where  he  will  remain  for  about  a  week  recover¬ 
ing  from  a  recent  severe  attack  of  neuralgia. 

Arthur  J.  MacBride,  Chicago  sales  agent  of 
the  New  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
Fisher  huilding,  Chicago,  is  in  the  producing  fields 
of  West  Virginia  this  week  endeavoring  to  se¬ 
cure  increased  shipments  of  coal  to  this  territory. 

The  Standard  Washed  Coal  Co.,  Plymouth 
building,  Chicago,  has  issued  an  attractive  cir¬ 
cular  for  November,  giving  a  complete  list  of 
the  coals  sold  by  this  company  and  the  prevailing 
prices.  The  circular  is  printed  in  two  colors  and 
was  compiled  with  much  care. 

O.  J.  Pond,  salesman  in  Indiana  for  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Coal  Co.,  with  headquarters  at  New 
Haven,  Ind.,  was  in  Chicago  during  the  week  on 
business.  Mr.  Pond  has  been  seriously  indis¬ 
posed  during  the  past  fortnight  and  only  recently 
recovered  sufficiently  to  leave  his  home. 

F.  E.  Lukens,  secretary  of  the  Illinois  and  Wis¬ 
consin  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  went  to 
Milwaukee  Wednesday  of  this  week  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  completing  arrangements  for  the  semi¬ 
annual  convention  of  the  association,  to  be  held  in 
that  city  December  fourteenth  and  fifteenth. 

Coal  was  received  the  latter  part  of  last  week 
at  the  new  dock  of  M.  A.  Hanna  &  Co.,  Superior, 
Wis.  The  new  dock  is  not  yet  completed,  but 
some  coal  is  being  received  on  it,  although  the 
tonnage  this  season  possibly  will  be  light  owing 
to  the  lateness  with  which  it  will  be  in  readiness. 

L.  T.  Dickason,  the  well-known  coal  operator 
who  resides  in  Chicago,  has  been  confined  to  his 
home  in  this  city  as  a  result  of  a  painful  accident 
which  he  sustained  about  a  week  ago.  While  at 
Lake  Geneva  he  slipped  and  fell,  badly  dislocating 
his  wrist.  The  accident  was  a  most  painful  one. 

S.  M.  Dalzell,  general  manager  of  the  Spring 
Valley  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago, 
who  has  been  confined  to  his  home  by  a  serious 
attack  of  rheumatism,  is  gradually  improving  and 
has  now  reached  a  point  in  his  convalescence 
where  he  can  leave  his  bed  for  a  short  time 
each  day. 

Col.  T.  N.  Mordue,  resident  manager  of  Cast- 
ner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Old  Colony  building,  Chi¬ 
cago,  left  Tuesday  evening  for  the  east  on  busi¬ 
ness.  Before  his  return  he  will  visit  Philadel¬ 
phia,  where  he  will  confer  with  members  of  the 
firm  concerning  the  western  outlook,  and  will 


spend  a  couple  of  days  in  New  York  city  and 
Pittsburg,  returning  to  Chicago  the  early  part  of 
the  coming  week. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Hocking  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  which  was  incorporated  at  Columbus, 
Ohio,  the  latter  part  of  last  month,  officers  were 
elected  as  follows:  President,  1.  V.  Malone; 
vice-president  and  general  manager,  H.  A.  Van 
Auken ;  secretary  and  treasurer,  J.  F.  Treadway; 
counsel,  C.  W.  Drake. 

1 1.  H.  Heiner,  vice-president  and  general  man¬ 
ager  of  the  sales  of  the  Sunday  Creek  Co.,  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ohio,  was  in  Chicago  this  week  on  a  business 
trip.  When  asked  concerning  the  car  situation 
Mr.  Heiner  said  that  it  was  very  bad  in  the 
1  locking  valley  region  and  that  he  did  not  see 
any  immediate  prospect  of  an  improvement. 

F.  S.  Benedict,  manager  of  sales,  and  W.  P. 
Cox,  sales  agent  of  the  Thacker  Co.,  Union 
Trust  building,  Cincinnati,  were  in  Chicago  dur¬ 
ing  the  week  on  a  business  trip  and  called  upon 
a  number  of  their  friends  in  the  coal  trade.  Both 
of  them  arc  former  Chicagoans,  and  they  have  a 
wide  circle  of  business  and  social  acquaintances. 

William  A.  Brewerton,  a  promising  young  coal 
man  of  Chicago  with  the  O’Gara  Coal  Co.,  Mar¬ 
quette  building,  was  married  Wednesday  evening 
of  this  week  to  Miss  Ella  Quinan  of  Chicago. 
Mr.  Brewerton  started  in  the  coal  business  about 
seven  years  ago,  and  has  been  promoted  from 
time  to  time  till  he  is  now  chief  clerk  of  the 
company. 

The  Reliance  coal  mine,  two  and  a  half  miles  . 
south  of  Shelburn,  Ind.,  was  sold  at  public  auction 
at  the  court  house  steps  at  Sullivan,  Ind.,  recently 
to  John  P.  Hoskins,  who,  it  is  claimed,  made 
the  purchase  for  F.  S.  Peabody  of  Chicago.  'Ihe 
price  paid  for  the  property  was  $25,700  in  cash 
and  the  purchaser  assumed  a  mortgage  of  $50,000 
against  the  property. 

Tracey  W.  Guthrie,  formerly  general  manager 
of  the  Continental  Coal  Co.,  with  headquarters  at 
Columbus,  Ohio,  has  been  appointed  general  coal 
and  coke  agent  of  the  Republic  Iron  &  Steel  Co., 
and  will  have  headquarters  in  New  York  city. 
The  position  is  an  important  one  and  Mr.  Guthrie, 
through  his  long  connection  with  the  coal  indus¬ 
try,  is  well  qualified  to  fill  it. 

G.  M.  Woodward,  western  manager  for  the 
Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  and  other  eastern  coal  inter¬ 
ests,  Marquette  building,  Chicago,  returned  the 
middle  of  the  week  from  the  northwest,  where 
he  investigated  the  coal  situation.  Demand  at 
the  Twin  Cities  is  active  at  present  and  the  ship¬ 
ping  companies  have  all  the  business  which  they 
can  supply  in  view  of  the  car  shortage  and  other 
prevailing  conditions. 

Through  a  typographical  error  it  was  made  to 
appear  in  The  Black  Diamond  last  week  that 
the  O’Gara  Coal  Co.  had  only  taken  over  a  small 
number  of  mines  in  the  Harrisburg  field  of  Illi¬ 
nois.  The  company  has  taken  over  thirteen  mines 
in  that  field  and  controls  the  output  of  twenty- 
five  mines  in  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio  and  West 
Virginia,  making  it  one  of  the  largest  producing 
companies  in  the  west. 

John  H.  Brown,  senior  member  of  E.  L.  Hed- 
strom  &  Co.,  Marquette  building,  Chicago,  after 
an  illness  of  several  months,  is  again  able  to  visit 
his  office,  although  he  is  still  rather  weak  and 
has  not  fully  recovered.  Mr.  Brown  was  taken 
ill  in  mid-summer  and  for  a  'time  his  condition 
was  serious.  His  improvement  in  health  will 
prove  pleasant  news  to  a  large  circle  of  friends 
both  in  eastern  and  western  coal  circles. 

M.  L.  Gould  of  the  United  Fourth  Vein  Coal 
Co.,  who  was  recently  obliged  to  resign  as  gen¬ 
eral  sales  agent  of  that  companv  with  headquar¬ 
ters  at  Indianapolis,  as  a  result  of  sciatic  rheu¬ 
matism,  is  improving  very  rapidly  at  Mudlavia 
Springs,  Ind.,  and  has  been  able  to  discard  the 
use  of  an  invalid  chair.  It  will  probably  be  some 
time  before  he  can  return  to  active  business,  buf 
considering  his  serious  condition  his  improvement 
has  been  marked. 

J.  H.  Garaghty,  who  sold  out  his  mine  properties 
early  in  the  year  and  left  Chicago  for  a  European 
trip,  with  his  family,  will  sail  for  the  United 


States  on  December  second,  and  will  remain  at 
Columbus,  Ohio,  over  the  Christmas  holidays.  He 
will  spend  the  remainder  of  the  winter  in  Cali¬ 
fornia,  continuing  his  vacation.  Mr.  Garaghty  and 
family  will  sail  from  Liverpool  on  the  maiden 
trip  of  the  steamship  Carmania,  which,  it. is  be¬ 
lieved,  is  the  fastest  vessel  afloat 

The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  has  placed  an 
embargo  on  loaded  coal  cars  passing  through 
Chicago  or  Peoria  to  points  west  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  river,  and  all  coal  for  points  in  that  terri¬ 
tory  must  be  transferred  at  terminals.  The  em¬ 
bargo  does  not  apply  on  coal  shipped  through 
Chicago  to  points  in  Illinois  or  Wisconsin.  The 
purpose  of  the  embargo  is  to  keep  the  coal  cars 
of  the  company  in  the  territory  of  the  railroad 
in  an  effort  to  improve  the  car  supply. 

Wm.  J.  O’Rourke  has  engaged  in  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness  at  suite  542  Monadnock  building,  Chicago, 
and  represents  as  sales  agent  several  mines  in 
Illinois  in  the  Springfield  district.  The  whole¬ 
sale  business  will  be  conducted  in  the  name  of 
Wm.  J.  O’Rourke,  who  owns  and  controls  it.  The 
retail  end  of  the  business  will  be  conducted  under 
the  name  of  the  National  Fuel  Co.  and  the  West¬ 
ern  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  owning  and  operating  a 
retail  yard  on  the  north  side  and  one  on  the  west 
side.  These  companies  have  not  been  incor¬ 
porated. 

News  was  received  in  Chicago  this  week  of 
the  resignation  of  Irving  A.  Stearns  as  president 
of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  and  the  election  to 
the  presidency  of  this  company  of  E.  B.  Thomas, 
president  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  railroad.  J.  A. 
Middleton,  of  the  Lehigh  Valley,  has  been  elected 
vice-president  of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  and  the  latter 
corporation  is  now  under  the  direct  control  of 
the  Lehigh  Valley  interests.  No  formal  transfer 
of  the  property  has  yet  occurred  in  the  west,  and 
details  in  connection  with  the  merger  have  not 
been  announced,  although  it  is  generally  believed 
that  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  interests  will  be 
conservative  in  making  any  changes  as  to  policy 
of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  or  the  employes  of  the  latter. 

Red  Wing,  Minn.,  comes  to  the  front  with  the 
latest  concerning  one  of  its  coal  dealers.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  story,  the  dealer  received  a  “hurry- 
up”  order  for  coal  during  the  recent  cold  weather 
and  immediately  dispatched  his  driver  with  a  load 
of  coal  to  the  house  of  the  customer.  When  the 
driver  arrived  there  was  no  one  at  home,  so  he 
looked  around  with  a  view  to  finding  the  bin  and 
dumping  the  coal.  He  found  what  he  took  to  be 
a  window  to  the  cellar  and  unloaded  the  product. 
That  afternoon  late  the  dealer  was  called  up  by 
the  customer,  who  wanted  to  know  why  the  coal 
was  not  delivered.  An  investigation  followed 
and  it  was  revealed  that  the  driver  had  made  a 
mistake — he  had  dumped  the  coal  into  the  cistern. 

Track  dealers  on  nearly  all  lines  of  railroad  in 
Chicago  continue  to  complain  of  the  delays  in 
moving  coal  through  the  terminal  yards  to 
switches.  The  length  of  time  required  to  accom¬ 
plish  this  varies  with  different  railroads,  ranging 
from  one  to  two  weeks,  after  the  product  is  con¬ 
signed  by  the  shipping  company.  In  the  mean¬ 
time  the  consignee  never  knows  when  the  coal 
will  reach  his  track  and  must  keep  his  teams 
emplo}'ed  till  it  arrives.  Frequently  he  will  send 
teams  to  the  team  track  or  switch  every  day  for 
a  week  or  ten  days,  and  they  will  return  empty. 
All  eastern  and  southern  railroads  are  more  or 
less  congested  in  their  terminal  yards,  and  all  are 
in  about  the  same  position  as  to  local  switching 
of  loaded  coal  cars. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Phillips  of  Ottumwa, 
Iowa,  spent  a  few  days  in  Chicago  this  week. 
Mr.  Phillips  is  the  principal  owner  of  the  Ot¬ 
tumwa  Box  Car  Loader  Co.  He  reports  that 
the  company’s  new  factory  is  working  night  and 
daj-,  both  in  the  bo.x  car  loader  and  structural 
iron  work  departments.  The  company  reports 
recent  sales  of  box  car  loaders  as  follows : 
Colorado  Fuel  &  Iron  Co.,  Denver,  Colo.,  two 
loaders ;  Penn  Gas  Coal  Co.,  Erie,  Pa.,  one  loader ; 
Verner  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Carnegie.  Pa.,  one 
loader:  Empire  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Bellaire.  Ohio, 
one  loader;  Victor  Coal  &  Coke  Co..  Denver. 
Colo.,  three  loaders;  Springfield  Colliery  Co.. 
Springfield,  Ill.,  one  loader;  Consolidated  Coal 
Co.,  Denver,  Colo.,  one  loader. 
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The  New  Truesdale  Breaker  is  Completed. 


The  new  Truesdale  breaker  of  the  coal  de¬ 
partment  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  ^  West¬ 
ern,  situated  within  a  mile  of  Nanticoke,  Pa.,  has 
practically  reached  completion  and  will  be  in 
full  operation  within  a  comparatively  short  time. 
It  is  one  of  the  most  thoroughly  equipped  break¬ 
ers  in  the  country,  having  every  modern  labor 
saving  device  obtainable,  and  will  prepare  the 
coal  which  passes  through  it  most  methodically. 
In  addition  to  being  the  most  modern  breaker 
in  that  field,  it  also  will  have  the  largest  capacity. 
It  is  designed  to  prepare  4,000  tons  of  coal  per 
day,  and  this  capacity  at  times  probably  will  be 
exceeded  by  fifty  per  cent.  The  double  breaker 


TRUESDALE  BREAKER 

and  washery,  for  that  it  really  is,  has  been  built 
at  a  cost  approximately  placed  at  $175,000.  Some 
idea  of  the  extent  of  this  plant  may  be  obtained 
when  it  is  known  that  it  required  2,500,000  feet 
of  lumber  in  its  construction.  The  plant  proba¬ 
bly  will  be  shipping  coal  in  November,  although 
it  will  be  later  before  it  reaches  its  full  tonnage. 
All  the  improvements  in  connection  with  the 
breaker  and  washery  are  most  substantial,  in¬ 
tended  to  give  the  plant  a  long  life.  Concrete 
has  been  used  throughout  in  the  foundations, 
while  the  boiler  and  engine  houses  are  built  of 
brick. 

Takes  Coal  from  Four  Openings. 

This  breaker  will  be  supplied  with  coal  from 
four  openings — two  shafts,  a  slope  and  a  drift. 
The  shafts  have  a  depth  of  568  and  596  feet  re¬ 
spectively,  reaching  one  of  the  lower  seams  of 
anthracite.  Starting  from  the  breaker  level,  the 


slope  was  sunk  on  one  of  the  overlaying  seams 
about  1,200  feet  with  a  pitch  of  twenty-two  de¬ 
grees.  The  drift  opening  is  about  1,500  feet  to 
the  red  ash  or  bottom  seam,  and  intersects  five 
beds  of  coal.  It  has  a  pitch  of  thirty-three  de¬ 
grees.  Until  the  underground  development  be¬ 
comes  more  extended,  enabling  a  larger  number 
of  miners  to  work  only  one  side  of  the  breaker 
will  be  in  service.  It  is  expected,  however,  that 
the  other  side  will  be  equipped,  within  the  next 
two  years,  or  sooner  if  it  is  required. 

The  Auchincloss  breaker  of  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  &  Western  was  built  with  a  view  to 
experimenting  with  modern  mechanical  equip- 


OF  THE  DELAWARE,  LACKAWANNA  &  WESTERN  CO., 

ment,  and  the  machinery  of  the  Truesdale  breaker 
closely  resembles  the  former,  particularly  as  to 
such  of  it  as  was  thoroughly  tested  and  found  to 
be  adapted  to  the  work  required  of  it.  All  the 
machinery  in  the  Truesdale  breaker  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  the  hoisting  engines  and  fans,  will  be 
run  by  individual  electric  motor  drives.  The 
breaker  will  prepare  grate,  egg,  stove  and  chestnut 
sizes  dry.  Everything  of  a  smaller  size  will  go 
to  the  washery,  where  chestnut,  pea,  buckwheat. 
No.  1,  rice  and  barley  sizes  will  be  made. 

The  coal  from  the  shafts  will  be  hoisted  on 
self-dumping  cages,  which  will  deliver  by  chutes 
to  a  pocket  at  the  foot  of  the  main  breaker  con¬ 
veyor.  The  cars  from  the  slope  and  drift  will  also 
be  unloaded  at  this  point  by  means  of  a  steam 
dump. 

A  bucket  conveyor  traveling  up  a  steel  incline 
will  deliver  the  coal  to  the  bars  at  the  top  of 
the  breaker.  The  lump  coal  will  go  over  pick¬ 
ing  bands,  after  which  it  will  be  broken  before 


going  to  the  screens,  while  the  smaller  coal  will 
go  through  the  bars  direct  to  the  screens  and  rolls. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  coal  will  take  three 
courses  in  passing  through  the  breaker  on  each 
side,  individual  treatment  being  provided  for 
each  size  in  order  to  obtain  the  best  possible 
preparation.  Usually  the  coal  will  be  cleaned  by 
mechanical  pickers,  but  when  this  can  not  be 
accomplished  successfully  it  will  be  cleaned  by 
hand. 

In  addition  to  the  employment  of  electricity 
quite  generally  for  operating  purposes  there  are 
many  other  modern  features  in  connection  with 
the  breaker.  Each  circular  double-jacketed  screen 


NEAR  NANTICOKE,  PA.  ^ 

will  produce  only  two  sizes,  but  the  coal  which 
is  prepared  through  them  will  run  rnore  uniform 
and  have  a  higher  quality  commercially. 

Nichter  revolving  spirals  will  also  be  installed 
for  the  purpose  of  picking  the  slate  and  other 
foreign  matter  out  of  the  coal.  This  mechanical 
device  for  doing  the  work  which  it  was  thought 
for  many  years  could  only  be  done  by  human 
labor,  has  been  tested  in  the  Pettebone  colliery 
owned  by  the  company  with  success.  Twenty- 
three  of  the  pickers  will  be  installed  in  the  Trues¬ 
dale  breaker. 

The  large  flat  pockets  in  the  breaker  will 
have  storage  capacity  for  3,640  tons  of  coal 
thus  enabling  the  plant  to  operate  a  whole  day 
without  railroad  cars  when  the  latter  are  in 
short  supply. 

In  the  washery,  which  is  located  fifty  feet 
from  the  breaker,  the  important  features  are  the 
five-deck  shaking  screens  and  the  spiral  pickers, 
the  latter  to  clean  chestnut  and  pea  sizes.  All 
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the  “bony”  coal  is  sent  (brongh  the  rolls  in  the 
breaker,  but  is  prepared  in  the  washery.' 

In  this  new  plant  one  of  the  prime  considera¬ 
tions  was  to  provide  ample  room  for  the  work 
which  was  to  be  performed,  while  perfect  light¬ 
ing  was  considered  necessary  in  order  to  accom¬ 
plish  the  best  results.  Both  buildings  are  to  be 
painted  white  inside  which  will  add  to  available 
light,  although  windows  have  been  located  at 
every  possible  point.  The  exterior  will  be  painted 
red,  with  a  fire-proof,  cold-water  paint.  Elec¬ 


tric  lights  will  be  distributed  throughout  the 
buildings  to  be  used  for  lighting  purposes. 

Plant  to  Operate  by  Electricity. 

Owing  to  the  operation  of  this  entire  plant  by 
electricity  the  power  available  will  be  very  im¬ 
portant.  It  is  estimated  that  607  electrical  horse- 
pf)wer  will  be  used  in  the  breaker  and  26  horse¬ 
power  in  the  washery.  This  power  will  be  gen¬ 
erated  in  a  1,500  k.w.  central  station  located  on 
the  Susquehanna  river,  which  will  also  supply 


the  Avondale,  Auchincloss  and  Bliss  collieries 
with  power.  Work  at  the  new  colliery  has  been 
under  the  direction  of  Col.  R.  A.  Phillips,  gen¬ 
eral  superintendent ;  C.  E.  Tobey,  assistant  super¬ 
intendent;  H.  G.  Davies,  district  superintendent; 
W.  S.  Langstaff,  outside  foreman,  with  C.  H. 
Schaefer,  assistant.  H.  M.  Warren  is  electrical 
and  J.  F.  Snyder,  the  mining  engineer  of  the  com¬ 
pany.  The  plans  were  prepared  by  F.  Kichter, 
mechanical  engineer  and  inventor  of  the  Nichtcr 
spiral. 


Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East. 


Offtck  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  Nov.  9. 

The  anthracite  market  continues  to  develop 
in  strength  and  activity  to  a  degree  which  is 
beyond  that  which  was  anticipated  concerning  it, 
with  the  possibility  of  a  shortage  of  this  product 
prevailing  in  the  near  future.  That  this  is  not 
unlikely  to  occur  as  colder  weather  approaches 
is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  current  production 
is  not  up  to  the  tonnage  called  for  at  this  time, 
which  makes  it  necessary  for  shippers  to  pick  up 
from  storage  nearly  all  the  sizes.  If  this  con¬ 
tinues  for  any  length  of  time  it  will  rapidly  de¬ 
plete  storage  supplies.  Notwithstanding  that 
stock  coal  is  being  shipped  in  addition  to  the  new¬ 
ly  mined  coal,  on  the  orders  received,  it  makes 
but  little  impression  on  the  total  business  com¬ 
ing  in  and  does  not  afford  the  relief  desired. 
In  fact,  the  distribution  of  tonnage  is  less  than 
current  demand  calls  for.  The  situation  is,  in  a 
measure,  due  to  a  shortage  of  available  cars  to 
transport  all  the  coal  needed,  so  that  no  definite 
information  can  be  given  as  to  delivery  or  ar¬ 
rival  at  destination  points.  The  actual  demand 
for  fuel,  which  is  unprecedented  for  a  normal 
period,  is  no  doubt  the  real  cause  of  the  present 
stringency.  Producing  interests,  with  hardly  an 
exception,  are  not  soliciting  any  new  business, 
and  salesmen  generally  are  being  withdrawn 
from  their  regular  trips,  the  companies  having 
practically^  accepted  more  orders  than  can  be 
filled  within  the  required  limits.  On  the  domestic 
sizes  there  is  a  daily  shortage  of  several  grades 
at  the  shipping  ports  for  loading  purposes,  and 
orders  calling  for  these  coals  are  held  over 
accordingly,  shippers  in  some  instances  merely 
shipping  enough  tonnage  to  satisfy  the  urgent  de¬ 
mands  of  their  customers. 

Heavy  Demand  for  All-Rail  Coal. 

The  demand  for  all-rail  delivery  appears  to  be 
more  urgent  and  the  requirements  from  that 
territory  are  in  excess  of  available  supplies.  This 
trade  is  merely  given  coal  in  such  proportions 
as  to  relieve  the  more  needy  buyers  in  the  order 
in  which  it  was  bought.  The  development  of  this 
class  of  business  is  showing  a  remarkable  growth 
and  the  tonnage  called  for  is  much  heavier  than 
was  expected,  but  owing  to  its  volume  at  present 
it  is  believed  that  in  the  future  it  must  be  re¬ 
garded  as  an  important  factor  in  the  distribution 
of  tonnage.  A  feature  in  the  trade  of  consid¬ 
erable  importance  is  that  these  conditions  occur 
in  a  year  of  normal  production.  The  tonnage 


from  the  mines  for  the  ten  months  exceeds  the 
same  period  in  1904  by  over  3,000,000  tons.  With 
the  heavy  requirements  now  being  experienced, 
and  likely  to  continue  until  the  first  of  the  year, 
the  aggregate  shipments  during  the  twelve  months 
of  1905  are  certain  to  exceed  all  former  records. 

The  October  shipments  show  an  increase  over 
the  volume  expected,  which  it  was  thought 
would  be  curtailed  by  the  car  shortage,  and 
amount  to  5,205,694  tons,  exceeding  September 
as  well  as  October  of  1904,  making  the  total  for 
the  ten  months  50,593,694  tons,  as  compared  with 
47,305,310  tons  during  the  corresponding  period 
of_  1904.  The  steam  grades  are  more  active  at 
this  time.  Every  shipper  reports  an  accumula¬ 
tion  of  orders  which  it  is  impossible  to  fill  as 
desired,  even  with  the  stock  piles  supplying  some 
coal.  In  many  instances  shippers  are  obliged  to 
refuse  the  acceptance  of  additional  business  in 
this  line.  No  doubt  a  proportion  of  this  demand 
is  for  stocking  purposes  to  carry  consumers  over 
next  spring,  yet  it  is  a  fact,  recognized  by  the 
trade,  that  never  before  has  the  consumption 
been  so  great.  Many  consumers  are  planning  to 
use  this  fuel  both  day  and  night  in  greatly  in¬ 
creased  quantities,  and  where  a  month  ago  sur¬ 
plus  stocks  were  carried  by  the  trade  they  are  en¬ 
tirely  cleaned  up  today. 

Bituminous  Demand  Is  Still  Expanding. 

The  demand  for  bituminous  coal  along  the  At¬ 
lantic  seaboard  continues  very  active,  and  all 
shippers  are  strenuously  endeavoring  to  provide 
for  the  orders  to  the  best  advantage  of  each 
buyer.  There  is  some  discussion  in  the  trade  to 
the  effect  that  the  present  heavy  demand  is  not 
in  excess  of  what  was  expected  and  what  should 
naturally  be  expected  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
resulting  in  a  shortage  of  coal,  higher  prices 
and,  in  some  cases,  distress. 

One  question,  however,  is  not  quite  clear,  as  to 
whether  the  shipments  now  being  made  are  for 
present  consumption  or  for  a  winter  supply.  So 
far  as  it  applies  to  contract  business,  after  tak¬ 
ing  into  consideration  more  recent  orders  for  ice¬ 
making  ports,  which  are  receiving  more  than  a 
normal  tonnage^  to  last  through  the  winter,  it 
is  believed  it  is_  going  into  storage,  although 
there  is  no  question  but  that  a  large  percentage 
of  the  present  shipments  are  for  current  needs, 
due  largely  to  the  shortage  of  cars.  The  next 
week  or  ten  days  will  see  all  the  ice-making  port 
orders  filled,  and  with  ocean  freights  advancing 
shippers  may  be  in  a  slightly  improved  position. 


although  no  one  anticipates  an  oversupply  of  coal 
before  next  spring. 

All  the  tidewater  shipping  ports  are  accepting 
coal  up  to  the  limit  of  their  facilities,  with  ves¬ 
sels  delayed  in  securing  their  turn  for  a  berth 
at  these  ports  anywhere  from  four  days  to  two 
weeks.  This  is  affecting  the  farther  lower  ports 
more  perceptibly  than  Philadelphia  and  New 
York  by  reason  of  a  smaller  supply  of  vessels 
available  at  the  latter  ports  in  comparison  with 
Hampton  Roads.  Trade  in  the  far  east  continues 
to  call  for  more  coal  than  its  quota  by  contract 
entitles  it  to,  and  producers  who  are  unable  at 
the  moment  to  supply  all  the  business  simply  pro¬ 
pose  to  enforce  the  regular  monthly  propoition  of 
allotment.  The  large  way  in  which  coal  has  been 
absorbed  in  this  territory  is  remarkable  when 
com.pared  with  former  years.  The  trade  is  in¬ 
clined  to  the  belief  that  there  must  be  a  con¬ 
siderable  stock  of  coal  on  hand  for  the  winter 
supply. 

Ocean  Freight  Rates  Advancing. 

Consumers  apparently  are  willing  to  pay  ad¬ 
vances  in  ocean  freights,  especially  on  light-draft 
vessels,  and  even  premiums  to  secure  an  extra 
cargo  or  two,  where  prompt  loading  can  be  given. 
Trade  along  the  sound  shows  a  very  heavy  de¬ 
mand,  and  producers  at  these  points  have  been 
obliged  also  to  enforce  the  proportionate  monthly 
allotment  clause  in  their  contracts  for  several 
weeks  past.  Sound  boats  for  New  York  harbor 
shipment  are  in  short  supply,  and  in  consequence 
rates  are  advancing,  except  where  agreements 
covering  the  season  had  been  entered  into  pre¬ 
viously.  New  York  harbor  is  active  and  taking 
practically  all  the  coal  shipped  to  it  at  advanced 
prices.  No  accumulations  have  occurred  for 
some  time,  and  prices  on  regular  steam  coals  are 
$2.75@3.00,  with  the  lower  grades  down  to  $2.60 
f.  o.  b.  the  shipping  ports. 

All-rail  business  is  demanding  more  coal  than 
can  be  shipped,  making  prices  firm  at  $1.35@1.50 
f.  o.  b.  cars  at  the  mines.  Car  supply  is  variable, 
in  some-  instances  some  producers  getting  very 
few  cars,  while  others  are  receiving  more,  but 
not  enough  to  supply  their  wants. 

Transportation  is  generally  good.  The  coast¬ 
wise  vessel  market  is  fair.  Small  craft  is  in 
shorter  supply  than  the  larger  vessels.  We  quote 
current  rates  of  freight  from  Philadelphia  as 
follows:  Boston,  Salem  and  Portland.  70(®75c; 
Lynn,  Newburyport,  Gardiner  and  Bangor,  $1.00; 
Portsmouth  and  Bath,  85@90c;  Saco,  $1.10@1.15; 
New  York  harbor  rates  around  the  cape  are  60c. 


Market  J^ews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  9. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.') — Excitement  of  a  remarkably  spirit¬ 
ed  municipal  election  has  pervaded  the  atmos¬ 
phere  of  Buffalo  this  week  and  has  served  to  at¬ 
tract  attention  from  business  to  a  manifest  ex¬ 
tent.  At  the  same  time  the  demand  for  coal  has 
been  constantly  increasing  and  the  quantity  deal¬ 
ers  have_  been  able  to  supply  consumers,  owing  to 
the  persistency  of  the  car  shortage,  has  been  de¬ 
creased. 

Buffalo  consumers  are  not  suffering,  for  good 
care  has  been  taken  to  provide  for  an  emergency, 
and  local  dealers  are  caring  for  home  interests 
first.  There  has  been  an  unusually  heavy  de¬ 
mand  for  coal,  big  orders  having  been  received 
from  many  western  cities,  which  Buffalo  sales 
agents  have  been  forced  to  turn  down  simply  be¬ 


cause  they  can  not  get  cars  to  bring  the  stock 
to  the  lake  docks.  That  this  is  true  is  revealed 
by  the  remarkable  falling  off  in  lake  shipments 
for  the  past  week,  they  having  been  less,  prob¬ 
ably,  for  that  period  than  for  any  seven  days  of 
the  season. 

Lake  Shipments  Show  Decrease. 


Here  are  the  custom  house  figures: 


Port. 

Tons. 

Duluth  . 

_  4,300 

Chicago  . 

. 16,300 

Toledo  . 

Superior  . 

. 27,600 

Fort  William  .  . 

_  7.000 

Alpena  . 

.  300 

Windsor  . 

- 1,000 

Racine  . 

.  2,200 

.  2  son 

Marquette  . 

. .  . .  2,700 

Total  . 

_ 68,150 

Shipments  for  the  corresponding  week  of  last 
year  were  113,724  tons,  a  decrease  of  45,574  tons. 


One  feature  of  the  car  famine  which  has  proved 
such  a  heavy  handicap  to  the  coal  men  has  been 
the  congested  condition  of  the  grain  elevators 
at  this  port.  So  serious  did  the  situation  be¬ 
come  that  the  railroads  absolutely  were  forced 
to  bring  additional  rolling  stock  here  to  relieve 
the  blockade,  and  the  result  is  a  still  further  fall¬ 
ing  off  in  the  number  of  cars  procurable  for  the 
anthracite  collieries.  Coming,  as  it  does,  on 
top  of  an  unprecedented  deficiency  in  rolling 
stock  to  meet  the  demand,  the  condition  is  greatly 
aggravated. 

There  has  been  a  perceptible  increase  in  the 
demand  for  small  sizes  of  anthracite,  pea  especially 
having  come  more  into  use,  by  consumers  than 
in  any  previous  season.  Even  in  the  local  retail 
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trade  there  is  an  unprecedented  demand,  no  doubt 
stimulated  by  the  scant  supply  of  chestnut. 

Reports  from  the  bituminous  dealers  are  in¬ 
dicative  of  a  rapidly  increasing  demand,  but 
gondola  cars  are  being  held  by  the  ore  trade 
lines  for  their  own  use  and  the  result  is  absolute 
inability  to  fill  orders  as  fast  as  they  are  received. 

Local  retail  conditions  remain  unchanged,  the 
demand  being  fully  met  by  the  reserve  stocks,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  coal  that  can  be  brought  forward 
from  the  mines. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Nov.  10. —  (^Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  anthracite  trade  continues  ac¬ 
tive  and  is  most  promising  from  all  viewpoints. 
The  volume  of  business  developing  daily  is  of  large 
proportions  and  in  some  instances  is  in  excess 
of  the  tonnage  that  can  be  delivered  promptly, 
indicating  the  strong  tone  prevailing  and  the 
large  requirements  that  still  remain  unfilled. 
Where  all  the  orders  come  from  is  difficult  to 
explain  owing  to  their  abundance  and  the  fact 
that  the  sources  of  the  new  'business  previously 
had  been  shipped  a  large  tonnage  which  was  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  sufficient  to  carry  the  trade  over  well 
into  winter.  It  is  evident  now  that  stocks  gener- 
erally  have  been  depleted,  making  current  needs 
large.  Transportation  continues  bad  owing  to 
the  shortage  of  cars,  without  much  prospect  of 
relief  in  the  near  future.  Orders  are  accumu¬ 
lating  in  shippers’  hands,  to  such  an  extent  that 
they  are  unable  to  cope  with  the  situation  and 
it  is  likely  to  become  greatly  accentuated  during 
the  month.  With  several  holidays  intervening, 
making  barely  twenty-two  working  days,  the  out¬ 
put  will  be  reduced.  All  the  producing  companies 
are  short  of  certain  sizes,  making  it  necessary 
to  withdraw  from  storage  enough  coal  to  meet 
these  deficiencies.  The  demand  is  unlimited  and 
comes  from  all  directions  with  equal  urgency. 
The  line  trade  possibly  is  asking  for  the  heaviest 
tonnage,  although  tidewater  shipments  are  heavy 
and  require  close  attention. 

Car  Famine  Affects  Bituminous  Coal. 

In  bituminous  coal  circles  the  situation  varies 
but  little  from  that  in  the  anthracite  market. 
Coal  is  in  short  supply  with  most  of  the  trade 
and  with  a  car  famine  prevailing  at  the  mines 
little  hope  is  given  shippers  of  any  improvement. 
Owing  to  these  conditions  orders  naturally  are 
plentiful  on  all  grades  of  coal,  but  producers  with 
a  large  mining  capacity  are  not  in  a  position  to 
accept  much  new  business  on  account  of  the  un¬ 
certain  car  supply  and  contract  obligations  for 
more  coal  than  they  can  produce.  Most  of  the 
railroads  on  which  the  tonnage  originates  are 
enforcing  embargoes  against  foreign  roads,  pre¬ 
venting  available  cars  from  leaving  their  rails, 
thus  providing  as  good  service  as  possible  for 
their  Own  shippers  to  tidewater  shipping  ports. 
Prices  show  the  effect  of  the  stringency  in  sup¬ 
plies.  Steam  grades  range  at  $1.35@1.50  f.  o.  b. 
cars  at  the  mines,  though  these  prices  only  apply 
on  free  coal  and  not  on  contract  deliveries.  The 
coastwise  vessel  market  is  firm  and  small  craft 
are  scarce.  Quotations  from  here  are:  Boston, 
Salem  and  Portland,  80@85c;  sound  ports,  70@ 
75c;  Lynn,  Newburyport,  Gardiner  and  Bangor, 
$1.00;  Portsmouth  and  Bath,  85@90c;  Saco, 
$1.10@1.15. 


The  I^ew  England  Trade. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Nov.  10. — {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  anthracite  situation  is  not  much 
changed  from  a  week  ago.  Orders  for  immediate 
delivery  are  slightly  heavier  and  with  most  ship¬ 
pers  are  of  sufficient  proportions  to  keep  the 
barge  service  busy.  Trade  at  this  point  probably 
shows  more  variation  in  its  development  to  sea¬ 
sonable  proportions  than  at  any  other  market. 
For  a  day  or  two  it  will  be  very  active,  giving  in¬ 
dications  of  a  general  revival  of  trade.  Then 
just  as  abruptly  it  will  show  a  falling  off.  There 
is  no  particular  complaint  of  any  lack  of  orders, 
all  the  product  available  in  the  coastwise  trade 
being  absorbed  readily. 

A  larger  tonnage  is  in  demand  at  sound  ports, 
and  in  connection  with  the  unsupplied  demand  at 
the  ice-making  ports  is  taking  all  the  coal  that 
can  be  forwarded.  The  movement  of  coal  from 


sound  ports,  over  the  consolidated  lines,  is  very 
slow,  being  principally  delayed  by  the  lack  of 
unloading  facilities  upon  the  arrival  of  cargoes 
at  these  ports,  and  as  there  are  no  assurances 
on  the  part  of  the  railroads  of  an  early  improve¬ 
ment  in  these  conditions,  it  is  not  unlikely  when 
a  further  curtailment  of  coal  shipments  occurs 
that  inland  points  dependent  upon  this  route  will 
be  very  short  of  tonnage.  All-rail  trade  is  active 
and  calling  for  more  coal  than  can  be  shipped. 
Producing  companies  not  being  able  to  secure 
enough  cars  for  business  on  the  lines  on  which 
they  are  located,  are  somewhat  reluctant  to 
permit  coal  to  go  to  foreign  roads,  from  which 
the  empties  will  not  be  returne'd  promptly. 

Bituminous  Orders  Exceed  Supply. 

Demand  for  bituminous  coal  is  very  strong 
and  more  orders  come  in  from  day  to  day  than 
can  be  filled.  No  doubt  a  certain  amount  of 
this  tonnage  is  placed  for  future  consumption  in 
anticipation  of  greater  needs  and  a  desire  to  pre¬ 
pare  for  any  delays  that  may  occur  in  the  trans¬ 
portation  of  coal  due  to  inclement  weather. 
Where  orders  are  placed  with  shippers,  in  excess 
of  the  quota  arranged  for  by  contract,  they  are 
reduced  in  amount  to  the  ratio  of  the  coal  arriv¬ 
ing  at  the  shipping  ports.  In  many  instances 
where  coal  is  particularly  desired  premiums  of 
from  ten  to  fifteen  cents  are  being  paid,  with  any 
additional  costs  as  to  higher  coastwise  freight 
rates.  The  greater  activity  at  the  sound  ports 
has  created  a  demand  for  vessel  bottoms,  suitable 
for  this  business,  resulting  in  an  advance  in 
freight  rates  from  New  York  harbor  loading 
ports  of  ten  to  twenty  cents.  At  the  higher  rates 
boats  are  scarce,  causing  shippers  much  trouble 
in  securing  charters.  Prices  are  naturally  higher 
on  coal  at  all  points.  Coal  moving  from  Hamp¬ 
ton  roads  is  $2.60@2.75  alongside;  Georges  Creek 
at  Philadelphia  is  $2.75@3.25.  Pennsylvania  coals 
f.  o.  b.  the  latter  port  are  $2.60@2.70,  while  the 
mine  prices  for  line  business  are  $1.25@1.50  per 
ton  f.  o.  b.  cars,  according  to  quality.  The  vessel 
market  is  strong,  with  smaller  craft  short  of  the 
demand.  The  lower  ports  quote  80@85c  around 
the  cape  and  70@75c  to  the  sound. 


Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

Reported  by  W.  W.  Battle  &  Co.,  ship  and 
steamship  brokers.  Produce  Exchange,  New  York. 
The  freight  situation  is  little  changed  since  the 
last  report,  and  tonnage  is  still  very  scarce.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  past  week  cotton  freights  from  Wilming¬ 
ton  to  Liverpool  and  Bremen  have  advanced 
from  30s  to  35s  for  November  loading,  and  coal 
shippers  have  offered  $1.75  firm  to  Havana  for 
first  half  November  loading,  but  were  unable  to 
secure  tonnage  even  at  this  figure.  These  facts 
show  the  trend  of  the  market.  Occasionally,  for 
special  reasons,  there  are  steamers,  desiring  to 
make  a  certain  voyage,  that  are  willing  to  accept 
less  ■‘ban  market  rates,  but  as  a  rule  the  few  boats 
offering  will  only  entertain  coal  if  they  can 
secure  rates  recently  quoted.  A  steamer  has  been 
chartered  to  take  coal  to  Mexico  for  December 
loading  at  $1.75,  which  is  much  under  recent 
quotations,  and  although  this  figure  is  bid  for 
additional  tonnage,  other  owners  do  not  seem  in¬ 
clined  to  close  at  this  rate. 

The  rates  to  the  Windward  islands  remain 
strong,  but  it  would  not  surprise  us  to  see  freights 
to  Cuban  and  Mexican  ports  decline  slightly,  as 
owners  will  probably  desire  such  business  to  place 
their  steamers  in  position  for  gulf.  United  King 
dom,  continental  ports,  which  rates  are  advanc¬ 
ing  steadily. 

We  can  arrange  contracts  for  transportation, 
extending  over  one  year’s  time,  at  considerably  un¬ 
der  current  quota: ions.  There  are  no  new  devel¬ 
opments  with  reference  to  coal  to  Mediter¬ 
ranean,  South  American  and  far  eastern  ports. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as  fol¬ 
lows:  $1.50(^11.05  to  Havana  or  Malanzas ;  $2.00 
(@2.25  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua ;  $1.80(@1.90  to  Cien- 
fuegos;  $1.90(@2.00  to  Daiquiri;  $2.00@2.10  to 
Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $2.00  to  St.  Thomas; 
$2.10  to  St.  Lucia;  $2.10(@2.20  to  Barbados;  $1.00 
to  Kingston;  $1.90(@2.00  to  Colon;  $1.80(@1.90  to 
Vera  Cruz;  $1.80@1.90  to  Tampico;  15s(®17s  to 
Buenos  Ayres;  16s@19s  to  Rosario;  16s@18s  to 
Rio;  17s(@19s  to  Santos;  12s  0d(@13s  Od  to  a 
direct  port  in  the  Mediterranean,  not  east  of  tlie 
west  coast  of  Italy,  Spain  excluded;  $5.25  and 
discharged  to  Manila ;  $5.50  to  Japanese  ports. 


Netu  River  Tonnage  Less. 

Production  of  New  River  coal  during  the 
month  of  October  showed  a  reduction  of  35,000 
tons  as  compared  with  September,  the  total  for 
the  month  being  less  than  for  any  other  month 
this  year.  The  figures,  as  published  by  the  Fay¬ 
ette,  W.  Va.,  Journal,  are  as  follows : 


White  Oak  Coal  Co.  . .  . 

Hemlock  Hollow  . 

Greenwood  . 

Oiiinnimont  . 

Glendale  . 

Laurel  . 

lieckley  . 

Mabscott  . 

Kale'gh  . 

I’incy  No.  1  . 

I’incy  No.  2  . 

Piney  No.  3  . 

Lanark  . 

•Stonewall  . 

Wright  No.  1  . 

Wright  No.  2  . 

Terry  . 

Royal  . 

Riugeview  . 

Ephriam  Creek  . 

Alaska  . 

lieechwood  No.  1  . 

Beechwood  No.  2  . 

Stone  Cliff  . 

Graham  . 

Oswald  . 

K'lsyth  . 

Sugar  Creek  . 

Macdonald  . 

Turkey  Knob  . 

Dunn  Loup  No.  I  . 

Dunn  Loup  No.  2  . 

Derryhale  . 

Sun  Nos.  1  and  2 . 

Collins  . 

Laura  . 

Star  . 

Harvey  . 

Prudence  . 

Dunglen  . 

Rig  Bend  . 

Echo  . ;  . 

Fire  Creek  . 

Kohinoor  . 

Victoria  . 

Keeney’s  Creek  . 

Nuttall  . 

Blume  . 

Rothwell  . 

Smokeless  . 

Ballinger  No.  1  . 

Ballinger  No.  2  . 

Boone  . 

Fayette  . 

Mfg.  &  Cuns  . 

Michigan  . 

Elmo  . 

Sunnys'de  . 

New  Castle  . 

Ansted  . 

Rend  No.  1  . 

Rend  Nos.  2.  4  and  .5... 
Thurmond,  Nos.  1  and  2 

Rush  Run  . 

Red  Ash  . 

Brooklyn  . 

Cunard  . 

Chapman  . 

Brown  . 

Kaynioor  No.  1  . 

Kaymoor  No.  2  . 

Cataract  . 

Sidney  . 

Total  month’s  loading 


Daily 

Total 

Allot- 

Coal 

ment 

Loaded 

3,200 

43,585 

600 

4,730 

950 

7,420 

300 

5,990 

330 

1,950 

300 

2,110 

830 

7,090 

700 

5,320 

1,600 

14,100 

430 

3,400 

450 

3,250 

450 

3,820 

600 

5,020 

500 

1,230 

600 

5,370 

300 

2,490 

450 

3,430 

350 

2,585 

200 

1,890 

1,200 

9,830 

400 

3,230 

600 

4,115 

400 

2,890 

350 

1,530 

500 

4,440 

500 

4,030 

1.700 

15,140 

900 

8,330 

750 

6,640 

600 

4,815 

450 

4,100 

900 

8,430 

800 

5,730 

2,200 

18,500 

2,200 

20,050 

350 

2,860 

1,000 

9,720 

950 

9,410 

1,100 

6,770 

350 

2,200 

150 

825 

500 

2,130 

100 

1,220 

200 

1,700 

800 

2,760 

350 

2,870 

400 

2,675 

600 

4,040 

350 

2.240 

500 

3.540 

500 

3.920 

150 

1.060 

250 

2.150 

300 

2,200 

300 

2,120 

350 

2.330 

250 

1,720 

150 

695 

250 

1,210 

1,200 

16.960 

200 

1,550 

2,300 

25.160 

1,000 

5,840 

800 

6,460 

1,000 

9,655 

350 

2,230 

350 

2,990 

500 

6,210 

600 

4,440 

500 

6,770 

250 

3,295 

200 

1.320 

350 

2.840 

414,665 

Cars  coke  loaded — Greenwood,  54 :  Beechwood, 
18;  Stone  Cliff,  2;  Macdonald,  108;  Turkey  Knob, 
29;  Sun,  101;  Collin.s,  45;  Harvey,  78;  Fire  Creek, 
48;  Victoria,  127;  Ansted,  164;  Thurmond,  81; 
Red  Ash,  67 ;  Chapman,  40 ;  Kaymoor,  126. 


Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  &  Coal 
Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  transported 
over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  November 
fourth,  the  corresponding  week  last  year,  the  year 
to  date  and  the  corresponding  period  in  1904 : 

Cumber- 

Broad  Top.  land.  Total. 

Week  ending  Nov.  4,  lOO.S _ 2L«10  25.088  46,008 

Corresponding  week,  1904....  8,083  10,103  28.179 

Total  for  1903  . 393,043  844.408  1.439.311 

Corresponding  period,  190 1 ...  486,802  929,023  1,413,823 

The  Victor  Fuel  Co.  has  decided  to  move  its 
superintendent’s  office  from  Trinidad  to  Denver, 
Colo.  The  object  of  this  move  is  to  centralize  all 
the  heads  of  the  departments  in  the  one  city. 

V 

L.  W.  Cosner,  Bedford,  Ind.,  has  purchased  the 
business  formerly  conducted  by  the  Bedford  Coal 
Co.  at  that  place. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


The  prices  for  bunker  coal  at  New  York  for 
the  ensuing  year  will  be  $3.25  alongside  per  ton, 
with  an  allowance  of  twenty-five  cents  to  apply 
where  certain  conditions  prevail. 

Mr.  Hall,  senior  member  of  the  Hall-Bellis- 
Jagels  Co.  at  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  has  retired  from  the 
company  and  the  coal  business.  Being  a  man  of 
considerable  wealth,  he  will  devote  his  time  to 
personal  affairs.  His  retirement  has  caused  a 
change  in  the  company’s  name,  which  is  now  the 
Jagels  &  Beilis  Co. 

The  Broderick  &  Bascom  Rope  Co.,  nianufac- 
turer  of  wire  rope  and  cordage,  and  winner  of 
the  gold  medal  at  the  Louisiana  and  Portland 
expositions  for  the  general  excellence  of  its  pro¬ 
duct,  has  opened  an  office  in  New  York  City  at 
19  Murray  street,  where  all  eastern  orders  will 
receive  prompt  attention  in  the  future. 

Thomas  M.  Richards,  second  vice-president  of 
the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  at 
Philadelphia,  celebrated,  on  October  twenty- 
seventh,  his  seventieth  birthday.  Mr.  Richards  is 
assuredly  one  of  the  veterans  of  the  coal  trade, 
having  been  associated  with  the  Reading  interests 
for  forty-seven  years,  although  he  is  still  young 
and  vigorous  in  appearance  and  does  not  show 
his  age. 

L.  C.  Gilbert,  of  the  L.  C.  Gilbert  Co.,  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  was  in  New  York  the  latter  part 
of  the  week  on  a  business  trip.  Mr.  Gilbert  is 
frequently  in  this  city  for  the  purpose  of  pur¬ 
chasing  coal,  of  which  the  company  is  a  large 
buyer.  He  reports  an  active  demand  in  that 
territory,  keeping  all  the  companies  busy  in  sup¬ 
plying  the  requirements  called  for,  and  expects 
this  will  continue. 

A.  M.  Henry,  of  the  Hudson  Coal  Co.,  Jersey 
City,  is  running  for  mayor  against  Mayor  Fagan, 
and  the  fight  for  election  is  more  strenuous  than 
it  has  been  previously  for  years.  Mayor  Fagan 
is  determined  to  win  out  and  is  setting  a  hot 
pace,  but  Mr.  Henry  has  the  support  of  the  con¬ 
servative  element,  which  is  quite  strong  this  year, 
and,  being  a  popular  candidate,  it  is  generally  be¬ 
lieved  he  will  be  elected. 

Christian  Bogh,  of  Allentown,  Pa.,  died  sud¬ 
denly  of  apoplexy  at  his  home  in  that  city  on 
Thursday,  November  second,  at  the  age  of  sev¬ 
enty-four  years.  In  twenty  years,  during  the 
time  when  most  of  the  anthracite  coal  was  car¬ 
ried  to  market  by  canalboats,  he  built  more  than 
2,000  of  these  boats  for  the  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navi¬ 
gation  Co.,  retiring  from  this  business  in  1876  on 
account  of  railroad  competition. 

Walter  L.  Righter,  of  the  W.  L.  Righter  Coal 
Co.,  Jersey  Central  building.  New  York,  has 
taken  up  a  residence  in  Plainfield,  N.  J.,  and  has 
removed  his  family  there.  Mr.  Righter  resided 
the  past  year  at  Mount  Carmel,  Pa.,  taking  sev¬ 
eral  days  over  Sunday  to  make  the  weekly  trip, 
which  finally  became  too  burdensome.  He  decided 
to  get  nearer  to  his  business,  which  is  now  in¬ 
creasing  steadily,  requiring  his  entire  attention. 

Robert  C.  Hill,  vice-president  of  Madeira,  Hill 
&  Co.,  New  York,  spent  several  days,  returning 
Saturday  of  last  week,  at  the  anthracite  opera¬ 
tions  in  the  upper  coal  fields.  This  company, 
which,  during  the  past  year,  has  greatly  increased 
its  anthracite  tonnage  by  acquiring  additional 
collieries,  gives  very  close  attention  to  the  min¬ 
ing  and  preparation  of  the  coal,  resulting  in  a 
high-grade  product,  with  no  variation  in  quality. 

The  friends  of  J.  Samuel  Smoot,  commissioner 
of  the  New  York  Coal  Merchants’  Association, 
and  J.  T.  Abell,  manager  of  the  Curtis  &  Blais- 
dell  Co.,  who  returned  from  a  hunting  trip  in 
the  Maine  woods,  gratified  their  many  friends  by 
supplying  them  with  a  generous  amount  of  veni¬ 
son  on  their  arrival  home.  Both  Mr.  Smoot  and 
Mr.  Abell  sent  down  the  regulation  number  of 
deer,  two  for  each,  though  Mr.  Abell  also  obtained 
a  moose. 

Daniel  F.  Connor,  New  York  sales  agent  for 
Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  reports  a  prosperous  busi¬ 
ness  on  standard  grades  of  coal,  showing  a 
monthly  increase  in  the  tonnage  handled  and 
the  profits  accruing  therefrom.  This  is  one  of 
the  few  houses  which  has,  with  able  manage¬ 


ment,  been  enabled  not  only  to  hold  its  own,  but 
to  materially  increase  its  business,  regardless  of 
the  strong  competition  which  recently  has  pre¬ 
vailed  in  coal  circles.  The  firm  in  recent  years 
has  established  a  large  all-rail  trade,  which  is 
an  important  factor  in  the  tidewater  business, 
placing  them  in  an  important  position  in  this 
market. 

Burns  Bros,  have  had  a  very  active  week  fol¬ 
lowing  the  absorption  of  the  Hudson  Coal  Co. 
and  the  Communipau  Coal  Co.  in  getting  the 
organization  into  shape  and  removing  the  office 
furniture  of  the  above  companies,  as  well  as  that 
of  Burns  Bros.,  to  the  tenth  floor  of  the  Have- 
meyer  building,  26  Cortland  street.  New  York. 
Burns  Bros,  have  been  located  for  a  good  many 
years  on  one  of  the  lower  floors  of  this  build¬ 
ing,  but,  finding  that  this  space  would  be  inade¬ 
quate  to  accommodate  their  new  interests,  half 
of  the  tenth  floor  was  leased,  which  will  give  the 
required  floor  space,  with  all  the  modern  con¬ 
veniences.  The  officers  of  the  company  are  as 
follows:  M.  F.  Burns,  president;  Allison  Dodd, 
vice-president;  W.  E.  Belknap,  treasurer,  and 
Cortland  Linkroum,  general  manager. 

Crashing  into  ten  empty  coal  barges  in  tow 
of  the  tug  Zouave,  on  her  way  back  from  New 
Haven  to  South  Amboy,  while  in  the  narrow 
confines  of  Hell  Gate,  Captain  Johnston,  of  the 
steamship  Horatio  Hall,  bound  for  Portland, 
Maine,  sank  one  of  the  barges,  on  which  was  a 
man  and  his  wife,  while  on  another  boat,  the 
Mira,  Margaret  McGee,  a  woman  thirty  years 
old,  was  knocked  to  the  deck  by  the  collision  and 
was  later  removed  to  the  Williamsburg  hospital, 
where  it  was  found  three  ribs  were  broken.  It 
was  at  first  thought  that  the  man  and  his  wife 
had  been  lost,  but  later  it  developed  that  they 
had  been  picked  up  by  a  steamship.  The  barge 
missing  is  the  Marie  Augusta,  and  two  other 
barges  are  badly  damaged.  The  barges  and  tug 
Zouave  are  owned  by  the  James  McWilliams  tow¬ 
ing  line  of  New  York  and  had  made  a  tow  for 
William  Horre  &  Co. 

John  H.  Meyer,  of  Meyer,  Dencker  &  Hoerig 
and  Meyer  Bros.,  New  York,  has  again  taken  up 
his  office  duties  during  the  week  at  No.  1  Broad¬ 
way  after  an  absence  of  nearly  five  months,  dur¬ 
ing  which  he  left  the  business  of  the  coal  compa¬ 
nies  to  his  associates.  Mr.  Meyer  has  been  busy 
all  summer,  aside  from  taking  a  vacation  with 
his  family  at  his  farm  near  Monticello,  Catskill 
mountains,  making-  his  usual  fall  trip  to  the 
western  states  for  a  fresh  supply  of  horses  for 
the  companies’  business,  but  has  given  most  of 
his  time  to  looking  after  his  real  estate  interests. 
He  had  built  six  apartment  houses  on  Melrose 
avenue,  the  Bronx,  three  of  which  have  been 
sold.  Two  more  are  now  under  construction  on 
East  Fifty-first  street,  which  will  be  modern  in 
every  detail.  These  apartments  are  six  stories, 
finished  in  hardwood  throughout,  with  all  con¬ 
veniences,  and  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  in  a 
month  or  six  weeks.  Judging  from  these  large 
interests,  Mr.  Meyer’s  time  necessarily  will  be 
directed  to  a  great  extent  to  his  personal  prop¬ 
erty. 

Coal  pirates  have  again  become  active  in  the 
stealing  of  anthracite  from  barges  as  they  pass 
up  through  the  Kill  Von  Kull  on  their  tows  from 
Perth  and  South  Amboy  to  New  York  harbor. 
The  Coal  Merchants’  Association  of  New  York 
took  this  matter  up  vigorously  a  year  ago,  when 
many  tons-  were  taken  out  of  the  boats  and  sold 
in  Elizabethport,  Jersey  City  and  for  their  use, 
some  of  the  pirates  going  so  far  as  to  establish 
depots  from  which  they  sold  this  coal.  At  that 
time,  through  the  able  assistance  of  the  harbor 
police,  this  nefarious  practice  was  broken  up 
by  making  several  arrests  and  securing  convic¬ 
tions,  and  little  had  been  heard  of  it  till  recently. 
The  last  few  weeks  boats  have  again  reported  a 
shortage,  and  it  was  discovered  that  the  pirates 
were  again  in  business.  A  week  ago  two  men 
were  seen  approaching  barges  from  the  Jersey 
coast.  They  were  driven  off  by  the  police  and 
escaped  to  Elizabethport,  where  two  railroad  de¬ 
tectives  captured  them.  Both  are  now  awaiting 
trial.  The  coal  association  has  taken  steps  dur¬ 
ing  the  week  to  have  these  tows  closely  guarded 


to  avoid  the  possible  loss  of  thousands  of  tons 
of  coal,  such  as  has  occurred  in  the  past. 

A  new  company  has  been  incorporated  during 
the  week  under  the  name  of  the  Morrison  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  for  the  purpose  of  mining  and  market¬ 
ing  bituminous  coal  in  New  York  and  eastern 
markets.  The  company  includes  men  well  versed 
in  coal  affairs  who  have  been  identified  with  the 
industry  for  years,  which  assures  them  success 
in  the  new  enterprise.  David  L.  Morrison,  presi¬ 
dent,  after  whom  the  company  is  named,  has  had 
an  experience  of  some  fifteen  years  in  the  whole¬ 
sale  coal  business  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  where 
he  is  well  known.  His  career  gives  him  an 
entree  into  this  market  which  is  not  always 
available.  Stuart  Kearney,  secretary  and  treas¬ 
urer,  has  for  some  years  been  connected  with  coal 
mining  in  the  different  regions,  and  has  a  per¬ 
sonal  interest  in  several  mines,  which  he  has 
turned  over  to  the  company.  This  tonnage  will 
be  the  principal  coal  handled  at  present.  R.  R. 
Forth,  who  is  manager  of  the  new  company,  is 
well  known  to  the  New  York  trade,  having  been 
in  business  here  for  some  time,  selling  a  line  of 
high-grade  coals,  which  will  be  retained  as  miners’ 
agents.  The  company  will  also  make  a  feature 
of  anthracite.  The  office  of  the  Morrison  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.  is  at  No.  1  Broadway,  formerly  occu¬ 
pied  by  R.  R.  Forth. 

After  a  year  or  more  of  investigation  and  ex¬ 
periment  in  an  effort  to  manufacture  a  service¬ 
able  briquette  from  the  fine  sizes  of  anthracite, 
E.  B.  Arnold,  for  many  years  identified  with  the 
coal  trade  at  No.  1  Broadway,  and  formerly  sales 
agent  of  Haddock,  Shonk  &  Co.,  has  manufac¬ 
tured  a  briquette  that  gives  entire  satisfaction  as 
a  domestic  and  steam  fuel.  Considering  the 
many  attempts  made  in  the  past  to  compress  the 
finer  grades  of  coal  into  such  a  form  as  to  be 
suitable  for  stove  or  grate  purposes,  and  at  the 
same  time  produce  a  more  economical  fuel  than 
anthracite,  Mr.  Arnold  is  entitled  to  much  credit 
for  his  success.  A  plant  has  been  constructed  ad¬ 
joining  that  of  the  D.  Grieme  Coal  Co.  on  Forty- 
seventh  street  and  North  river.  New  York,  where 
for  the  past  year  experiments  along  .this  line  have 
been  made,  and  Mr.  Arnold  is  now  in  a  position 
to  turn  out  the  manufactured  product.  All  the 
difficulties  encountered  in  making  briquettes  have 
been  overcome  by  using  special  machinery  de¬ 
signed  by  Mr.  Arnold.  After  the  coal  is  put 
through  a  process  of  crushing,  mixing  with  a 
binder  and  subjected  to  about  400  degrees  of 
heat  it  is  then  compressed  into  a  spherical  shape 
about  the  size  of  stove  coal.  The  usual  defects, 
such  as  disintegration  of  coal  before  it  is  en¬ 
tirely  consumed  and  falling  through  the  grate 
bars,  are  entirely  eliminated. 


Pennsylvania  Shipments. 

On  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  east  of  Pittsburg 
and  Erie  there  originated  a  greater  tonnage  of 
coal  and  coke  during  the  week  ending  October 
twenty-eighth  than  for  any  week  this  year,  the 
total  of  coke  and  bituminous  and  anthracite  coal 
for  the  first  time  exceeding  1,000,000  tons.  The 
shipments  were  divided  as  follows : 

Weekending  Year  to  Same  period 


Oct.  28.  Oct.  28.  in  1904. 

Anthracite  coal  .  97,556  3,744,726  3,694,062 

Bituminous  coal  .  715,232  24,334,596  22,230,326 

Coke  .  253,064  9,100,705  7,017,076 


Totals . 1,066,392  37,180.027  32,941,464 


Coal  Receipts  at  Duluth. 

Coal  receipts  at  Duluth  for  the  month  of  Octo¬ 
ber  show'ed  a  decrease  as  compared  with  both  Sep¬ 
tember  and  August,  generally  attributed  to  the  car 
shortage  in  the  producing  regions.  The  receipts  of 
bituminous  coal  last  month  amounted  to  179,887  tons 
as  compared  with  221,038  tons  for  September  and 
over  300,000  tons  for  August,  a  decrease  of  nearly 
fifty  per  cent  from  the  latter  month.  Receipts  of 
anthracite  during  October  amounted  to  63,332 
tons.  Total  receipts  of  anthracite  and  bituminous 
coal  in  October  last  year  amounted  to  nearly  500,- 
000  tons. 
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A  Leading  Cincinnati  Coal  Operator. 


Harry  P.  Jones  is  the  youngest  of  the  Jones 
family,  known  throughout  the  country  as  exten¬ 
sive  producers  of  bituminous  coal.  He  probably 
has  had  a  wider  and  more  extensive  experience 
in  the  coal  business  than  any  other  man  in  the 
world  of  his  age.  He  now  is  barely  past  thirty, 
yet  has  held  with  greatest  success,  some  of  the 
most  important  positions  in  at  least  two  of  the 
largest  coal  producing  corporations  in  the 
country.  He  is  the  son  of  James  Jones,  one  of 


Coal  &  Coke  Co.  He  resigned  this  work  to  be¬ 
come  general  manager  of  the  Pittsburg-Buffalo 
Co.  Getting  that  company  in  fine  condition  and 
seeing  great  opportunities  for  men  of  wealth 
and  business  ability  in  Kentucky,  he  organized 
the  Big  Hill  Coal  Co.,  and  entered  the  Cincin¬ 
nati  coal  market. 

This  is  now  a  great  producing  concern  and 
has  taken  some  big  contracts  in  Cincinnati,  in¬ 
cluding  the  city  water  works.  A  week  or  two 


the  pioneer  coal  men  of  the  Pittsburg  district. 

As  a  boy  and  young  man,  he  learned  every 
department  of  his  father’s  business.  When  the 
business  of  James  Jones  &  Sons  was  turned  into 
The  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  it  brought  considerably  over  $1,000,- 
000.  This  phenomenally  successful  family  con¬ 
tinued  to  prosper  and  under  the  corporate  name 
of  the  Pittsburg-Buffalo  Co.  is  now  the  largest 
independent  producer  of  coal  in  Pennsylvania. 

Harry  P.  Jones  for  a  time  had  charge  of  all 
the  mines  of  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated 


ago  Mr.  Jones  bought  a  half  interest  in  and  be¬ 
came  general  manager  and  treasurer  of  the  Walls- 
end  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  another  good  producing 
property.  He  is  now  opening  up  another  mine 
on  Straight  Creek,  Ky. 

A  short  time  ago  Mr.  Jones  moved  his  family 
to  Cincinnati  and  it  looks  now  as  if  he  intended 
to  devote  more  and  more  of  his  time  and  en¬ 
ergy  to  his  Kentucky  investments.  He  is  a 
young  man  of  wonderful  ability,  and  although 
he  has  been  unusually  successful,  a  bright  fu¬ 
ture  is  still  before  him. 


Memorial  to  'R,.  H.  Kjeith. 

A  memorial  has  been  adopted  in  memory  of 
the  late  Richard  H.  Keith  by  the  coal  operators 
of  the  southwestern  field,  as  follows : 

“The  Nestor  of  the  coal  trade  of  the  west 
has  fallen.  Colonel  Richard  H.  Keith,  at  5 :45 
o’clock  a.  m.,  October  seventeenth,  1905,  closed 
his  eyes  to  the  scenes  of  this  world  and  peace¬ 
fully  passed  to  the  Great  Beyond. 

“Colonel  Keith  came  from  sturdy  Scotch-Irish 
ancestry,  and  was  born  in  Marion  county,  Mo., 
on  May  twenty-third,  1842.  With  his  parents 
he  removed  to  Lexington,  Mo.  At  the  breaking 
out  of  the  civil  war  he  joined  the  confederate 
army,  serving  in  the  artillery  branch  of  the 
service,  performing  his  duty  with  that  fidelity  and 
energy  that  characterized  his  subsequent  business 
career. 

“In  1871  he  removed  to  Kansas  City  and  opened 
a  retail  coal  office  in  a  small  way.  By  persistent 
effort  and  careful  business  management  the  busi¬ 
ness  prospered,  and  soon  after  he  formed  a  part¬ 
nership  with  John  Perry,  of  Fort  Scott,  Kan., 
under  the  name  of  the  Keith  &  Perry  Coal  Co. 
This  concern,  under  these  able  leaders,  soon 
forged  to  the  front  and  became  a  dominating 
factor  in  the  coal  industry.  Subsequently  another 
advance  step  was  taken  and  the  Central  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  was  organized,  which  acquired  by  pur¬ 
chase  the  properties  of  the  Keith  &  Perry  Coal 
Co.,  the  Sweetwater  Coal  Co.,  of  Wyoming,  and 
the  Kansas  &  Texas  Coal  Co.,  of  Missouri.  A 
department  was  also  added  for  the  wholesale 
manufacture  and  sale  of  lumber. 

“Colonel  Keith’s  superior  business  ability  and 
sagacity  soon  made  the  Central  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.  one  of  the  strongest  coal  and  lumber  com¬ 
panies  of  the  country.  In  all  the  business  affairs 
of  life  Colonel  Keith  was  vigilant  and  forceful. 
In  his  domestic  relations  he  was  thoughtful,  ten¬ 
der  and  indulgent.  The  nobility  of  his  nature 
shone  forth  in  his  treatment  of  employes  and 
those  less  fortunate  than  himself.  He  had  a  heart 
as  tender  as  a  child’s.  To  the  suffering  and 
needy  he  was  ever  a  generous  friend.  His  hon¬ 
esty  and  integrity  were  unquestioned.  His  word 
was  as  good  as  his  bond.  To  his  friends  he  was 
ever  loyal.  His  ideals  were  high. 

“To  Colonel  Keith  as  a  counselor,  business  as¬ 
sociate  and  friend,  we  do  hereby  bear  testimony, 
and  shall  ever  deem  it  a  rare  privilege  to  liave 
known  him  and  been  guided  by  his  wise  counsel. 
We  admired  and  respected  him.  May  the  young 
men  of  the  future  emulate  his  virtues. 

“To  the  stricken  family  and  relatives  we  extend 
our  heartfelt  sympathy  in  their  great  loss. 

“Northwestern  Coal  Mining  Co.,  J.  R.  Crowe 
Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Fidelity  Coal  Co.,  Higby 
Coal  Co.,  Randolph-Macon  Coal  Co.,  Western 
Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Hamilton  Coal  &  Mercantile 
Co.,  Columbus  Coal  Co.,  S.  W.  Kniffin,  Bolen- 
Darnall  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Cherokee  Fuel  Co., 
Sheridan  Coal  Co.,  Nevius  Coal  Co.,  Laning- 
Harris  Coal  &  Gas  Co.,  Fleming  Coal  Co.,  Mayer 
Coal  Co.,  Pittsburg  &  Midway  Coal  Mining  Co.” 


Little  Letters  from  the  Retail  Dealers. 


The  Black  Diamond  conducts  this  department 
for  the  benefit  of  its  retail  readers,  who  are  in¬ 
vited  to  express  their  opinions  on  any  subject 
pertaining  to  the  coal  business.  There  will  be 
appropriate  editorial  comment  on  the  various  let¬ 
ters  received.  i 

Mines  Sell  to  Consumers. 

To  'the  Editor  of  The  Black  Diamond: 

The  local  coal  trade  is  opening  up  very  well 
this  fall.  Consumers  are  putting  in  coal  for  win¬ 
ter  use,  but  the  talk  of  a  strike  in  the  anthracite 
region  does  not  affect  us  much.  We  use  mostly 
bituminous  coal  in  this  locality.  About  the  only 
trouble  we  have  is  that  the  mines  sell  direct  to 
the  consumers  at  the  same  price  that  they  sell 
to  dealers.  I  do  not  see  as  I  can  give  you  any 
other  information.  Yours  truly, 

W.  B.  Hallett. 

Spartanburg,  5.  C.,  October  28. 

Coal  dealers  can  sympathize  with  Mr.  Hallett 
on  the  proposition  of  mines  selling  direct  to  the 


consumers  at  wholesale  prices.  This  has  a  demor¬ 
alizing  influence  on  the  retail  business,  and  should 
be  stopped,  if  possible.  This  dealer  can  accorn- 
plish  much  that  will  benefit  him  by  protesting  in 
a  letter  to  the  shipping  company  every  time  a 
sale  of  this  kind  is  made  in  his  territory,  partic¬ 
ularly  if  such  sale  robs  him  of  business  to  which 
he  is  entitled.  Con.sistent  protests  of  this  kind 
if  continued  will  result  in  reforms.  Shipping  com¬ 
panies,  unless  they  are  wholly  devoid  of  business 
principles,  will  realize,  when  the  matter  is  brought 
to  their  attention,  that  the  dealer  can  not  survive 
if  he  is  brought  in  competition  with  those  from 
whom  he  buys  his  coal  at  the  same  prices  as  he 
pays.  A  better  plan  will  be  to  get  all  the  dealers 
in  a  town  to  join  in  a  protest  of  this  kind,  if 
they  can  be  induced  to  take  sufficient  interest. — 
(^Editor.) 

Should  Demand  Shipping  Bills. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Black  Diamond: 

If  retail  dealers  would  give  preference  to  job¬ 


bers  and  wholesalers  who  send  shipping  bills 
with  the  bill  of  the  coal,  all  of  the  jobbers  and 
wholesalers  would  soon  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  was  to  their  interest  to  furnish  these  ship¬ 
ping  bills,  and  they  would  quit  making  e.xcuses 
for  not  furnishing  the  same. 

Wilbur  Lumber  Co. 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  Nov.  i. 

The  statements  made  in  this  letter  are  true. 
Doubtless  there  has  not  been  a  more  general 
use  of  the  bill  of  lading  in  connection  with  coal 
shipments  because  the  demand  has  not  been  gen¬ 
eral.  Where  dealers  make  the  request  as  in 
Iowa  and  Nebraska,  there  are  few  shipping  com¬ 
panies  who  do  not  furnish  these  documents.  Bills 
of  lading  accompany  other  commodities.  Why  not 
coal  ?  The  time  is  evidently  coining  when  they 
will  be  in  more  general  use  all  through  the  coun¬ 
try.  They  are  of  benefit  to  the  shipping  com¬ 
panies  as  placing  the  burden  for  shortages  on  the 
carrying  companies,  and  the  general  opinion  seems 
to  be  that  is  where  it  belongs. —  {Editor.) 
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[November  11 


Meeting  of  the  Discussion  Club. 


The  November  meeting  of  the  Discussion  Club 
was  held  in  the  yard  of  a  leading  Chicago  re¬ 
tailer  on  a  mild  day  last  week.  Like  all  the 
preceding  sessions,  it  was  entirely  informal,  half 
a  dozen  retail  coal  dealers  having  gathered  to¬ 
gether  for  the  purpose  of  talking  over  the  busi¬ 
ness  in  their  locality. 

“I  have  an  idea,”  said  the  veteran  dealer,  “that 
the  man  who  invests  in  horse  flesh  this  fall  will 
make  good  profit  out  of  his  investment.” 

“How  is  that?”  inquired  the  corner  dealer. 
“I  am  out  to  make  money  if  I  can,  in  the  busi¬ 
ness,  and  I  would  like  to  get  posted,  too.” 

The  old  dealer  looked  around  the  circle,  as 
much  as  to  inquire  whether  the  others  present 
were  interested  in  the  subject,  and,  noting  a 
look  of  curiosity  in  the  faces  of  the  others,  began ; 

“We  all  know  that  consumers  were  negligent 
about  buying  their  coal  up  to  the  first  of  this 
month,”  he  continued,  “and  that  this  will  throw 
a  large  volume  of  business,  which  ordinarily  is 
taken  care  of  from  the  first  of  September  on,  not 
far  into  the  winter.  This  means  that  it  will  take 
all  of  our  delivering  facilities  to  take  care  of  this 
business,  and  in  addition  we  will  be  obliged  to 
increase  those  facilities.  If  the  business  had 
followed  regular  channels  during  the  summer 
there  would  be  no  necessity  for  increasing  the 
facilities  in  that  way,  but  every  one  has  neglected 
buying  coal  as  long  as  possible.” 

“Will  they  not  use  less  coal  as  a  consequence?” 
asked  the  corner  coal  merchant. 

Will  Use  a  Large  Tonnage. 

“No,  I  think  not,”  was  the  reply.  “I  think 
as  large  or  a  larger  tonnage  will  be  required  this 
winter  than  last.  As  a  general  thing  the  coun¬ 
try  is  more  prosperous,  and  the  delay  in  pur¬ 
chasing  coal  is  not  due  to  the  fact  that  purchas¬ 
ers  have  no  money,  but  can  be  attributed  more  to 
negligence. 

“Accordingly,  now  that  ‘the  season  has  opened, 
it  means  that  people  will  be  more  clamorous  for 
supplies,  and,  owing  to  light  stocks  of  coal  with 
consumers,  they  will  demand  that  deliveries  be 
made  more  promptly. 

“The  cost  of  hiring  extra  teams  in  the  retail 
business,  when  these  conditions  occur,  is  an  im¬ 
portant  item. 

“If  you  will  stop  to  figure  it  up,  you  will  find 
that  the  average  cost  for  haulage  is  about  sixty 
cents  a  ton  where  you  are  hiring  teams,  and  the 
latter  can  make  deliveries  of  from  twelve  to  six¬ 
teen  tons  a  day,  which  makes  the  cost  from  $7.20 
to  $9.60  for  either  a  two-  or  three-  horse  team. 

“it  is  my  opinion  that  this  provides  a  consid¬ 
erable  profit  for  the  teaming  company,  that  the 
man  who  hauls  the  coal  under  this  arrangement 
makes  as  much  as  the  dealer  who  sells  it.” 

“I  never  thought  of  that  before,”  said  the  new 
dealer.  “There  is  something  in  that.” 

“It  is  true,  nevertheless,”  continued  the  vet¬ 
eran.  “Now,  we  all  know  that  a  great  many 
draft  horses,  which  are  not  likely  to  have  employ¬ 
ment  during  the  winter,  are  for  sale  in  the  fall, 
due  to  the  fact  that  it  would  be  too  expensive 
to  keep  them  over.  I  have  invariably  found  that 
horses  were  cheaper  in  November  and  December 
than  in  April  and  May.  Sometimes  a  buyer  can 
save  $25  to  $50  on  each  animal  by  buying  in 
the  fall,  and  where  the  purchaser  has  work  for 
the  horses  to  do  which  will  more  than  pay  for 
their  keeping  it  looks  like  a  good  investment  to 
me. 

Making  Money  on  Horses. 

“I  employ  thirty  horses  in  my  business  at  pres¬ 
ent,  and  I  feel  that  I  will  need  at  least  five  new 
teams  for  my  deliveries.  During  the  past  week 
I  have  employed  seven  extra  teams,  so  this  is  a 
very  conservative  estimate.  Judging  from  condi¬ 
tions,  I  think  those  seven  teams  can  be  employed 
every  working  day  this  winter  with  good  ad¬ 
vantage,  and  I  am  preparing  to  buy  the  five  addi¬ 
tional  teams  which  will  bring  my  quota  of  horses 
up  to  forty.” 

“Have  you  ever  tried  the  plan  in  the  past?” 
asked  the  little  dealer. 

“I  tried  it  in  the  winter  of  1902,  and  it  is  my 
impression  that  I  cleaned  up  at  least  $100  on 
each  horse  I  bought  that  year.” 


“Do  you  sell  them  in  the  spring,  when  busi¬ 
ness  becomes  light  again?”  asked  the  corner  mer¬ 
chant. 

“I  bought  four  teams  that  winter,”  was  the  re¬ 
ply,  “and  in  the  spring  1  sold  two  of  them.  I 
found  that  my  business  had  grown  some,  and 
during  that  summer  was  able  to  give  the  other 
two  teams  work  most  of  the  time.  On  three  of 
the  horses  I  sold  I  made  a  profit  of  $75,  or  $25 
on  each  horse,  while  on  the  fourth  horse  I  made 
a  profit  of  $35  over  the  price  I  paid  for  it.  I 
kept  pretty  close  tab  on  the  purchase  of  these 
teams,  and  feel  confident  that  they  were  one  of 
the  best  investments  I  ever  made  in  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness;  that  is  why  I  am  going  to  try  the  plan 
again  this  fall.” 

“Did  you  have  trouble  in  selling  those  four 
horses?”  was  asked  by  the  new  dealer. 

No  Trouble  Selling  Horses. 

“I  did  not,”  was  the  reply.  “I  sold  them  in¬ 
side  of  three  weeks  after  I  made  up  my  mind  to 
do  so.  I  inserted  a  want  ‘ad’  in  one  of  the 
papers,  calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  I  had 
these  horses  for  sale,  and  it  brought  a  number  of 
buyers  to  my  yard.  I  sold  three  of  them  to  coal 
men  who  were  foolish  enough  not  to  know  that 
they  would  have  saved  money  by  making  the 
purchase  in  the  fall,  and  the  other  one  I  sold  to 
a  teaming  company,  it  being  a  good  match  for  a 
heavy  horse  which  this  company  owned. 

“Is  there  any  one  else  who  has  had  some  ex¬ 
perience?”  asked  the  veteran  dealer. 

The  silent  man,  who  had  said  nothing,  replied 
that  he  had  given  the  matter  some  thought,  and 
that  he  was  convinced  that  Mr.  M.  had  hit  the 
nail  square  on  the  head.  He  said  at  times  he 
had  thought  of  giving  up  the  coal  business  and 
going  into  the  teaming  business,  because  he 
figured  he  could  make  a  larger  profit  out  of  it. 
He  added  that  he  was  a  pretty  good  judge  of 
horses  and  that  this  was  a  matter  which,  to  be 
carried  out  successfully,  depended  a  good  deal 
on  the  judgment  of  the  horse  buyer. 

“I  believe  that  the  horse  buyer  is  born,  not 
made,”  he  added  by  way  of  comment,  “and  while 
the  general  proposition  outlined  by  my  friend  is 
a  good  one,  the  man  who  does  not  know  anything 
about  horses,  should  he  attempt  to  carry  it  out, 
might  lose  money.  The  man  who  does  know 
something  about  carrying  it  out  could  make  money 
easy  enough  if  he  used  his  judgment  in  buying 
the  horse.” 

“How  much  do  you  think  it  costs  yob  to  main¬ 
tain  a  team  of  delivery  horses  in  actual  busi¬ 
ness?”  asked  the  new  dealer. 

Cost  of  Maintaining  Teams. 

“Well,  that  depends  upon  circumstances,” 
said  the  silent  merchant.  “It  costs  $2.50  to  $3.00 
a  day  for  a  driver ;  about  $1.00  a  day  for  feed  and 
keeping  up  the  team,  and  during  the  slippery 
weather,  at  least  $2.50  each  week  for  shoeing 
a  horse.  I  have  had  some  of  my  horses,  haul¬ 
ing  heavy  loads,  shod  as  often  as  twice  a  week 
in  very  slippery  weather,  but  when  there  is  no 
snow  or  ice  on  the  ground,  they  can  get  along 
for  two  or  three  weeks  sometimes  without  shoe¬ 
ing.  I  reckon  on  about  fifty  cents  a  day  as  the 
expense  for  a  team  in  keeping  it  properly  shod 
through  the  season.  This  brings  the  cost  up  to 
about  $4.00  a  day  for  keeping  a  two  horse  team 
in  the  field.” 

“On  that  basis  then,  you  figure  on  a  profit  of 
$2.00  to  $2.50  on  each  team  you  own  during  the 
busy  season,  don’t  you  ?”  asked  the  veteran 
dealer. 

“Generally  I  do,”  said  the  silent  merchant. 
“Sometimes  there  are  additional  expenses  which 
must  be  considered.  For  instance  a  wagon 
breaks  down,  or  there  is  some  other  item  which 
increases  the  operating  cost.” 

“I  think  we  have  succeeded  in  threshing  out 
this  subject,”  said  the  veteran,  “and  might  as 
vyell  adjourn.  The  meeting  now  stands  adjourned 
till  December.” 

V 

A  receiver  has  been  appointed  for  the  T.  E. 
Hill  Co.,  a  bankrupt  corporation  of  Chicago,  Ill. 
Large  coal  mining  interests  are  held  by  the  com¬ 
pany  in  the  southern  part  of  the  state. 


Gas  From  Indiana  Coal. 

Ihe  Marietta  Glass  Co.,  Sixteenth  street  and 
Sherman  drive,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  is  now  in  oper¬ 
ation,  and  is  using,  to  take  the  place  of  coal,  raw 
producer  gas  made  from  Indiana  coal.  This  gas 
costs  the  company  from  six  to  seven  cents  per 
thousand  cubic  feet,  and  has  proved  very  satis¬ 
factory. 

When  interviewed  concerning  the  matter,  Mr. 
Buttler,  president  of  the  company,  made  the  fol¬ 
lowing  statements: 

“We  hear  a  great  deal  about  the  relative  heating 
power  of  producer  gas  and  natural  gas.  Some 
say  that  producer  gas  runs  but  200  heat  units, 
while  natural  gas  runs  from  960  to  1,300,  or  in 
other  words,  that  natural  gas  is  five  or  six  times 
as  hot  as  the  producer  gas,  but  we  do  not  care 
about  that.  We  know  this,  that  we  have  used 
natural  gas  up  at  Redkey  at  eight  cents  a  thou¬ 
sand  cubic  feet,  and  that  we  can  produce  just 
as  much  glass  here  for  the  same  money  invested 
in  coal  made  into  producer  gas  as  we  could  with 
the  natural  gas  at  that  price. 

“Both  have  certain  disadvantages.  For  in¬ 
stance,  the  producer  gas  that  we  make  and  use 
is  only  raw  gas,  and  is  very  dirty,  and  it  clogs 
up  the  pipes  so  that  we  have  to  burn  or  clean 
them  out  once  a  week.  But  the  natural  gas 
was  uncertain  in  winter,  and  often  the  pipes 
would  freeze  up,  and  we  were  always  confronted 
with  the  fact  that  it  was  giving  out  and  was 
going  to  go  out  entirely.  We  know  that  we  can 
make  this  gas  as  long  as  Indiana  produces  coal, 
and  it  gives  us  the  assurance  of  permanency.” 

This  is  not  the  only  company  that  is  using 
producer  gas  for  fuel.  There  are  a  number  of 
Indiana  manufacturing^firms  that  are  being  oper¬ 
ated  with  this  raw  gas,  it  being  preferable  to 
coal  used  direct,  on  account  of  the  resultant 
economy. 


Massillon  Production  Is  Heavy. 

All  the  coal  mines  in  the  vicinity  of  Massillon, 
Ohio,  are  reported  as  being  in  full  swing,  and  the 
daily  output  of  coal  is  equal  to  that  of  any  time  in 
the  past.  The  demand  also  is  now  at  its  height,  and 
the  amount  sold  fully  absorbs  all  that  is  pro¬ 
duced.  The  output  from  the  mines  of  the  Mas¬ 
sillon  Coal  Mining  Co.  for  the  month  of  Septem¬ 
ber  was  even  greater  than  a  year  ago,  and  the 
October  output  is  believed  to  have  been  heavier 
than  September. 

This  coal  mining  company  has  thirteen  mines  in 
the  district,  ten  of  which  are  in  daily  operation 
and  is  a  large  producer,  2,000  tons  being  its 
daily  output.  This  amount  can  be  increased  to 
3,000  tons  if  necessary.  Mines  Nos.  1,  4,  6,  7, 
15  and  16  have  been  worked  out  and  two  others 
which  were  only  banks  were  never  large  pro¬ 
ducers.  The  largest  mine  in  the  Massillon  district 
produces  about  400  tons  a  day,  but  this  is  very 
small  as  compared  to  the  large  mine  of  the  Dil- 
lonvale  district,  which  has  produced  2,000  tons 
in  eight  hours. 

V 

The  railroad  and  warehouse  commission  of 
Minnesota  at  a  recent  meeting  established  a  new 
minimum  for  coal  shipments,  which  is  to  be  uni¬ 
form  throughout  the  state.  A  minimum  of  40,000 
pounds  for  the  car  has  been  fixed  by  the  railroad 
commission.  This  is  subject  to  reduction  in  ac¬ 
cordance  with  the  marked  capacity  of  the  car. 
If  a  dealer  orders  a  30,000  pound  car  of  coal  and 
the  marked  capacity  is  30,000  pounds  he  will  only 
pay  for  that  amount.  In  the  past  the  minimum 
on  a  car  of  coal  has  varied  with  the  different  rail¬ 
roads  and  was  not  based  on  the  marked  capacity 
but  on  arbitrary  tariff  regulations.  This  will  be 
done  away  with  under  the  new  ruling,  and  freight 
will  not  be  collected  on  more  coal  than  the  car 
contains,  as  has  frequently  happened  in  the  past. 

The  mine  operators  near  Bay  City,  Mich.,  are 
experiencing  an  unusually  good  demand  for  coal 
this  season,  but  there  is  a  scarcity  of  miners. 
One  of  the  large  companies,  the  Central  Coal 
IMining  Co.,  reports  that  it  is  300  cars  behind  in 
its  orders  for  October  as  compared  with  the  same 
month  last  year. 
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Western  Retail  Motes. 

The  Elkhorn  &  Kimballton  Lumber  Co.,  Ham¬ 
lin,  Iowa,  has  built  an  extensive  addition  to  its 
coal  sheds  in  that  city. 

The  Northwestern  Elevator  Co.,  Halsted,  Minn., 
has  built  a  large  new  coal  shed  and  will  embark 
in  the  retail  coal  business  this  winter. 

Bids  received  at  Bay  City,  Mich.,  for  a  winter 
supply  of  coal  for  the  city  hall  were  ail  re¬ 
jected  as  being  too  high.  New  bids  will  be  ad¬ 
vertised  for. 

Ullery  &  Ullery,  coal  merchants  at  South  Bend, 
Ind.,  have  been  declared  bankrupt.  The  assets 
of  the  firm  are  placed  at  $3,247.67  and  the  liabil¬ 
ities  at  $4,925.39. 

The  Frazier  Ice  &  Fuel  Co.  has  been  incorpo¬ 
rated  at  Muncie,  Ind.,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$5,000.  The  incorporators  are  Edw.  Frazier,  W. 
C.  George  and  J.  E.  Flatter. 

The  office  of  E.  Kemp  &  Co.,  coal  dealers  at 
Clinton,  Ill.,  was  entered  by  robbers  recently. 
The  door  to  the  safe  was  blown  open,  but  as  it 
contained  no  money,  no  damage  was  done. 

The  Glenwood  Coal  Co.  has  been  awarded  the 
contract  for  supplying  the  state  buildings  at  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  with  800  tons  of  coal  a  month. 
The  bid  calls  for  nut  mixture  at  $1.75  a  ton. 

There  is  a  coal  famine  at  Dillon,  Mont.,  all  the 
dealers  having  exhausted  their  supply  and  being 
unable  to  obtain  any  more  at  present  owing  to 
a  shortage  of  cars  on  the  Oregon  Short  Line. 

The  retail  coal  and  lumber  business  of  Armin 
&  Bennett,  Woodstock,  Minn.,  has  been  sold  to 
the  Interior  Lumber  Co.,  who  will  carry  a  com¬ 
plete  assortment  of  lumber  and  coal  of  all  grades. 

The  coal  consumption  in  Appleton,  Wis.,  last 
year  was  over  20,000  tons,  including  both  anthra¬ 
cite  and  bituminous.  This  year  the  local  dealers 
report  that  a  still  larger  tonnage  will  be  con¬ 
sumed. 

The  price  of  coal  in  Topeka,  Kas.,  despite  the 
competition  of  fuel  gas,  has  been  advanced  from 
$4.00  to  $4.25  per  ton.  It  is  probable  that  before 
the  winter  is  over  the  price  will  be  advanced 
to  $4.50. 

The  Spokane  Coal  &  Wood  Co.,  Spokane, 
Wash.,  is  constructing  a  new  warehouse  located 
at  De  Smet  and  Division  streets.  The  structure 
will  be  three  stories  high,  made  of  brick,  and  will 
cost  $16,000. 

Retail  coal  dealers  at  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  met 
recently  at  the  Midland  hotel  to  take  action  con¬ 
cerning  full  weights.  An  inspector  is  to  be  hired 
whose  duty  it  will  be  to  see  that  correct  weights 
are  given  customers. 

The  coal  famine  has  become  so  serious  in  sorne 
of  the  smaller  cities  in  the  Dakotas  that  electric 
light  plants  have  been  compelled  to  shut  down. 
The  streets  will  remain  unlighted  until  a  new 
supply  of  coal  is  shipped. 

H.  E.  Parker  has  leased  a  section  of  land  at 
Sioux  Falls,  S.  D.,  and  will  start  a  retail  coal 
and  wood  business.  Work  on  the  sheds  has  been 
commenced  and  Mr.  Parker  expects  to  have  them 
ready  in  time  for  the  winter  business. 

The  retail  coal  dealers  at  Litchfield,  Utah,  are 
complaining  bitterly  on  account  of  the  shortage 
of  cars.  Unless  the  situation  is  relieved  very 
soon,  several  of  the  yards  will  have  to  go  out 
of  business,  as  they  are  out  of  coal. 

Burglars  recently  entered  the  coal  and_  wood 
office  of  the  Badger  Coal  Co.,  Janesville,  Wis.,  and 
not  finding  any  money,  tore  up  all  the  valuable 
papers  that  could  be  found.  The  insurance  pol¬ 
icies  were  among  the  papers  destroyed. 

The  price  of  anthracite  coal  at  Kalamazoo, 
Mich.,  has  been  advanced  to  $8.00  a  ton,  and 
Lehigh  Valley  to  $8.25  per  ton.  There  are  twen¬ 
ty-two  dealers  in  the  city  and  every  one  is  affil¬ 
iated  with  the  local  association  at  that  point. 

After  having  been  awarded  the  contract  for 
furnishing  coal  to  the  county  institutions  at  Great 
Falls,  Mont.,  Louis  Dahn,  a  coal  dealer  at  that 
city,  has  notified  the  county  board  of  his  refusal 
to  accept  the  contract.  His  bid  was  $2.55  a  ton, 
and  upon  his  refusal  of  the  contract  it  was 


awarded  to  Tod  &  Kelly,  the  next  lowest  bid¬ 
der,  at  $2.75. 

A  mutual  grain  company  has  been  organized 
at  Boliva,  Ill.,  by  the  farmers  residing  near  that 
city.  The  company  is  to  deal  in  grain,  coal  and 
lumber  and  is  incorporated  by  J.  B.  Parish,  W. 
C.  Igan,  Wm.  Cole,  W.  T.  Baker  and  P.  Ras¬ 
mussen. 

A  prominent  retail  coal  dealer  at  Detroit,  Mich., 
announced  recently  that  between  $1,000  and  $1,500 
worth  of  coal  is  stolen  each  year  from  the  railroad 
cars  in  transit  to  that  city.  He  also  said  that 
nothing  could  be  done  to  remedy  the  matter,  as 
the  thieves  were  all  acquainted  with  the  road 
officers.  '  - 

The  car  situation  at  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  is  said 
by  the  local  dealers  to  be  growing  worse  every 
day,  as  about  one-third  of  their  orders  are  being 
filled  at  the  mines.  The  Retail  Dealers’  Associa¬ 
tion  is  considering  the  advisability  of  taking  up 
the  present  situation  with  the  governor  to  see 
if  something  can  not  be  done. 


Eastern  Retail  Motes. 

Howard  Haines  has  disposed  of  his  coal  and 
lumber  business  which  he  had  conducted  at  Mag¬ 
nolia,  N.  J.,  for  a  number  of  years.  , 

James  Reider,  a  coal  dealer  at  138  Broadway, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  had  a  narrow  escape  from  being 
drowned  recently  when  he  fell  into  the  East  river 
at  Broome  street,  Manhattan. 

The  Niagara  Falls  Coal  &  Supply  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.,  with  a 
capital  of  $10,000.  The  incorporators  are  C.  B. 
Hyde,  G.  F.  Anderson  and  Arthur  Killian. 

The  contract  for  supplying  coal  to  the  munici¬ 
pal  buildings  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  was  awarded  to 
three  different  firms,  Johns  Bros.,  Nottingham- 
Wrem  Co.,  and  the  Norfolk  Coal  &  Ice  Co. 

E.  Leaver  and  J.  W.  Leaver  have  purchased 
the  retail  coal  and  wood  yard  of  I.  B.  Yost, 
Boyertown,  Pa.  Leaver  Bros,  are  making  repaiis 
and  are  preparing  to  put  in  a  large  supply  of  coal. 

Robinson  &  Jones  has  been  incorporated  at 
Natick,  Mass.,  to  deal  in  coal,  wood,  etc.,  at  retail, 
with  a  capi'^al  of  $15,000.  The  incorporators  are 
W.  B.  Robinson,  C.  H.  Jones  and  C.  F.  Robinson, 
all  of  Natick,  Mass. 

Jagels  &  Beilis  have  been  incorporated  at 
Hoboken,  N.  Y.,  to  deal  in  coal,  wood,  lumber, 
ice,  etc.  The  capital  of  the  company  is  $200,000, 
and  the  incorporators  are  J.  W.  Beilis,  C.  H.  C. 
Jagels,  and  Wm.  Jagels. 

F.  W.  H.  Nelson,  a  wealthy  coal  dealer  living 
at  171  Eighth  street,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  recently  re¬ 
ceived  a  letter  signed  by  the  “Black  Hand’’  re¬ 
questing  the  payment  of  $5,000.  The  letter  was 
turned  over  to  the  captain  of  police  of  that  pre¬ 
cinct. 

The  Connecticut  Valley  Coal  Dealers’  Associa¬ 
tion  banqueted  in  the  Massasoit  house.  Spring- 
field,  Mass.,  recently,  and  after  dinner  speeches, 
in  which  the  social  side  of  the  organization  was 
emphasized,  followed  the  dinner.  About  forty 
coal  men  were  present. 


Southern  Retail  Notes. 

J.  A.  Bennett  is  successor  to  the  firm  Bennett 
&  Day,  Taylorsville,  Ky.  Mr.  Bennett  will  con¬ 
tinue  the  handling  of  retail  coal  as  well  as  the 
other  lines  formerly  handled  by  Bennett  &  Day. 

The  Carmen  Ice  &  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorpo¬ 
rated  at  Carmen,  Okla.  The  capital  of  the  com¬ 
pany  is  given  as  $20,000  and  the  incorporators 
are  Alex.  Harrison,  Kansas  City,  C.  L.  Luning, 
J.  W.  Busber  and  L.  A.  Salter,  of  Carmen. 

The  price  of  coal  at  Austin,  Tex.,  when  it  can 
be  procured,  is  $8.00  per  ton.  _  Frequently,  for 
several  days  at  a  time,  no  coal  is  on  the  market 
at  all.  The  railroad  commission  was  recently 
appealed  to  and  the  Katy  railroad  was  asked  not 
to  permit  further  delays  in  shipments.  The  com¬ 
mission  received  a  reply  that  the  cars  would  be 
hurried. 

The  prosecuting  attorney  at  San  Antonio,  Tex., 
recently  censured  what  he  alleged  was  the  wood 


trust  of  that  city  which  he  claimed  was  recently 
formed.  Among  other  things  he  mentioned  that 
the  men  who  started  this  “trust”  were  liable  to 
be  sent  to  the  penitentiary.  United  States  Dis¬ 
trict  .'\ttorney  Terrell  favors  the  idea  of  estab¬ 
lishing  a  coal  yard  for  the  purpose  of  handling  the 
Eagle  Pass  coal.  This  coal  is  much  cheaper  than 
the  price  asked  for  wood,  and  is  a  great  deal 
easier  to  handle. 


Western  Coal  and  Coke  Motes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 

The  Big  Four  railroad  has  purchased  a  large 
tract  of  land  near  Harrisburg,  Ill.,  from  Lyford 
Caynine.  The  consideration  was  $80,000. 

The  Hanover  Coal  Co.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  has 
been  forced  to  close  its  mine  at  Edinburg,  III.,  by 
State  Mine  Inspector  Williams. 

A  four-foot  vein  of  cannel  coal  has  been 
opened  in  the  Sangre  de  Cristo  range,  forty  miles 
west  of  Florence,  Colo.,  by  William  Ash,  of  that 
city. 

W.  J.  Weeks,  of  Butte,  Mont.,  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  by  Governor  Toole  to  be  state  coal  mine 
inspector,  succeeding  H.  F.  Welch,  whose  term 
has  expired. 

Orders  have  been  issued  to  close  the  mine 
known  as  the  Home  Coal  Co.  indefinitely.  The 
mine  is  one  of  the  three  acquired  by  the  Van- 
dalia  Coal  Co. 

Extensive  improvements,  including  new  ma¬ 
chinery  and  a  new  power  house,  are  being  con¬ 
structed  at  the  plant  of  the  Troll  Mining  Co., 
Maynard,  Ohio. 

Thomas  Hiatt,  former  superintendent  of  the 
Lattas  Creek  coal  mine,  has  been  made  general 
superintendent  of  the  Southern  Indiana  Coal  Co., 
Terre  Haute,  Ind. 

The  Lynn  coal  mine,  near  Bicknell,  Ind.,  is  re¬ 
ported  as  being  on  fire,  and  large  clouds  of 
smoke  are  issuing  from  the  shaft.  The  loss,  it  is 
believed,  will  be  very  heavy. 

A.  R.  Bemis  has  been  named  as  receiver  for 
the  Deer  Creek  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  at  the  request  of  Simon  Striker,  who  holds 
a  claim  against  the  company  for  $2,500. 

The  Frisco  railroad  contemplates  building  a 
new  line  into  the  southern  part  of  Indiana  to 
New  Albany,  Ind.,  and  Louisville,  Ky.,  for  the 
purpose  of  developing  coal  fields  in  that  section. 

On  account  of  the  scarcity  of  coal  cars,  the 
coal  mines  at  Florence,  Colo.,  are  rushed  with 
orders.  It  is  impossible  to  get  cars  fast  enough 
to  supply  more  than  one-third  of  the  demand 
for  coal. 

Fully  1,000  men  are  needed  in  the  mines  in 
the  vicinity  of  Bay  City,  Mich.,  at  once.  The 
mines  are  now  unable  to  keep  up  with  their  or¬ 
ders,  although  some  of  them  are  hoisting  1,000 
tons  of  coal  daily. 

The  office  of  the  Decatur  Coal  Co.,  Decatur, 
Ill.,  was  recently  entered  by  burglars  and  the 
safe  in  which  the  money  and  valuables  of  the  cor¬ 
poration  were  kept  was  totally  destroyed.  Very 
little  money  was  secured. 

The  Keystone  Coal  Co.,  of  which  C.  Heisner, 
of  Chicago,  is  president,  has  let  the  contract  for 
the  sinking  of  a  new  shaft  at  Shelburn,  Ind.  The 
shaft  will  be  327  feet  in  depth,  making  one  of 
the  deepest  mines  in  that  field. 

The  fire  in  the  coal  pile  of  the  Milwaukee- West¬ 
ern  Fuel  Co.,  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  is  reported  as 
being  under  control.  The  fire  is  not  entirely  out, 
but  it  is  impossible  to  extinguish  it  without 
causing  more  damage  than  the  loss  by  the  fire. 

The  Freeman  Coal  Co.  has  its  mine  at  Bick¬ 
nell,  Ind.,  nearly  completed.  The  heaviest  ma¬ 
chinery  is  being  installed  and  the  mine  will  be 
one  of  the  most  thoroughly  equipped  in  the  state. 
A  mile  of  track  is  being  built  to  reach  the  mine. 

Relay  mine  No.  3,  of  the  Centerville  Block 
Coal  Co.,  Centerville,  Iowa,  was  partially  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire  recently.  The  loss  was  $5,000  and 
is  fully  covered  by  insurance.  The  200  miners 
employed  in  and  about  the  mine  are  out  of  work 
and  will  remain  so  until  the  mine  is  rebuilt. 
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Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  ^^otes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 


in  readiness  and  has  been  placed  in  operation. 
Coal  that  was  run  through  the  breaker  at  the 
first  run  has  been  distributed  as  souvenirs. 


Recently  the  breaker  was  burned  to  the  ground 
and  the  miners  employed  were  thrown  out  of 
work. 


The  Shauferoke  Coal  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Scranton,  Pa.,  with  a  capital  of  $.'5,000. 

The  Forge  Coal  Mining  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  with  a  capital  of 
$30,000. 

The  Majestic  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Chicago,  Ill.,  with  a  capital  of  $20,- 
000  to  operate  in  West  Virginia  and  Illinois. 

A  charter  has  been  issued  by  the  state  depart¬ 
ment  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  White  Mills  Coal 
Co..  White  Mills,  Pa.  The  capital  of  the  com¬ 
pany  is  $7,000. 

The  Bessemer  &  I.ake  Erie  Coal  Mining  Co. 
has  filed  papers  of  incorporation  at  Rochester, 
N.  Y.  The  capital  of  the  company  is  $300,000 
and  the  incorporators  are  J.  R.  Graham,  C.  W. 
Rarke  and  W.  A.  Donnelly. 

The  New  Cedar  Grove  Coal  &  Brick  Co.  was 
recently  incorporated  at  Cedar  Grove,  W.  Va. 
The  capital  of  the  company  is  $2.5,000  and  the 
incorporators  are  I-eo  Schaffer,  H.  Calderwood, 
Thomas  Boyd  and  Henry  Boyd. 

The  Washington  Fuel  Co.  has  been  incorporat¬ 
ed  at  Grafton,  W.  Va.,  with  a  capital  of  $50,000, 
The  incorporators  are  W.  F,  Harvev,  Fdw. 
Gebhardt,  Ora  Doolittle  and  Murray  Biggs,  of 
Charleston,  W.  Va.,  and  D.  E.  Brown,  of  Inde¬ 
pendence,  W.  Va. 

The  Hunton  Mining  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Binehamton,  N.  Y.,  with  a  capital  of  $400,- 
000.  The  incorporators  are  F.  W.  Hunton,  Bos¬ 
ton  ;  C,  E,  Ashcroft,  Concord,  N.  H. ;  D,  C. 
Voshurg,  Mill  City,  Pa. ;  A.  G.  Hall  and  T.  B. 
Eloyd,  both  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Federal  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  is  about  to  con¬ 
struct  100  coke  ovens  at  Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  on 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad. 

The  Truesdale  breaker  of  the  Delaware,  Lack¬ 
awanna  &  Western  railroad,  which  is  the  largest 
in  the  world,  located  near  Nanticoke,  Pa.,  is  now 


The  Boston  &  Maine  railroad  has  discontinued 
storing  coal,  having  in  the  neighborhood  of  50,- 
000  tons  in  storage  at  Mechanicsville,  N.  Y. 

A  tract  of  land  in  Fayette  county,  W.  Va., 
valued  at  $47,564,  has  been  purchased  from  F.  D. 
Stolling  by  J.  O.  Cole  and  C.  Crane,  both  of  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  Ohio. 

Eleven  hundred  acres  of  coal  land  have  been 
purchased  by  J.  Ramsey  and  associates  of  New 
York,  in  Monongalia  county,  W.  Va.  The  con¬ 
sideration  is  $32,500. 

A  breaker  is  being  erected  at  the  Cain  Bros.’ 
mine,  Pottsville,  Pa.  The  land  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Cain  holdings  is  rich  with  coal  that  has 
never  been  developed. 

The  Kittanning  Iron  Co.  wdll  build  a  coke  plant 
costing  $200,000  at  Hays  Run,  Pa.  The  com¬ 
pany  has  purchased  100  acres  of  land  on  which 
the  plant  will  be  erected. 

The  hearing  of  the  famous  Shea  case,  in  which 
an  effort  is  being  made  to  prove  the  unconstitu¬ 
tionality  of  the  miners’  certificate  law,  will  take 
place  at  Scranton  in  the  near  future. 

The  Knickerbocker  Smokeless  Coal  Co.  is  mak¬ 
ing  preparations  for  drilling  operations  in  the 
Oven  Run  coal  field  near  Breastwork,  Pa.,  for 
a  test  of  the  quality  and  the  depth  of  the  coal. 

A  new  breaker  with  a  capacity  of  2,000  tons 
per  day  is  being  constructed  by  the  Pine  Hill 
Coal  Co.  at  Pottsville,  Pa.  This  breaker  will 
replace  the  one  destroyed  by  fire  last  August. 

A  depth  of  320  feet  has  been  reached  by  drill¬ 
ers  at  Buckville,  Pa.,  and  several  small  veins  of 
coal  have  been  opened.  The  present  drill  hole 
probably  will  be  sunk  to  a  depth  of  2,000  feet. 

The  Kittanning  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  resumed 
operations  at  its  Rimerton,  Pa.,  plant.  About 
TOO  men  are  employed  in  the  mines,  and  the  coal 
is  conveyed  across  the  river  by  means  of  a  steel 
cable. 

The  No.  9  breaker  of  the  Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre 
Coal  Co.  at  Sugar  Notch,  Pa.,  is  being  rebuilt. 


The  new  Black  Diamond  breaker  of  the  Dela¬ 
ware  &  Hudson  Co.,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  has  gone 
into  operation  and  is  one  of  the  most  modern 
in  the  state,  all  of  the  machinery  being  operated 
by  electricity. 

The  large  coke  companies  in  Pennsylvania  an¬ 
nounce  that  they  can  sell  double  their  capacity 
of  coke  for  next  year’s  delivery.  Coke  has  ad¬ 
vanced  thirty-three  per  cent  within  the  last  two 
or  three  months. 

The  fire  in  the  Jersey  mine  at  Avondale,  Pa., 
which  has  been  in  progress  for  two  years,  has 
broken  out  again.  Additional  fire  fighters  have 
been  put  to  work  in  the  hope  of  staying  the 
progress  of  the  flames. 

The  mine  and  tipple  owned  by  L.  Berkebile 
at  Johnstown,  Pa.,  is  to  be  sold  to  eastern  capi¬ 
talists.  The  consideration,  it  is  said,  will  be 
between  $50,000  and  $75,000.  The  mine  can 
ship  300  tons  daily  to  tidewater. 

Fire  has  broken  out  in  the  workings  of  the 
Girard  Mammoth  colliery  at  Raven  Run,  Pa. 
Strenuous  efforts  are  being  made  to  extinguish 
the  flames  by  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  & 
Iron  Co.,  owners  of  the  property. 

A  fire  recently  broke  out  in  the  Turkey  Run 
mine  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron 
Co.  near  Shamokin,  Pa.  This  is  one  of  the 
largest  mines  owmed  by  the  company.  The  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  damage  is  not  yet  known. 

The  Fairmont  Coal  Co.  is  said  to  have  pur¬ 
chased  a  tract  of  8,200  acres  of  land  in  the  Bat- 
telle  district  in  Monongalia  county,  W.  Va. 
The  price  paid  for  this  land  was  $82,000,  $20,000 
cash  and  the  balance  within  a  short  time. 

Mayberry  B.  Bell,  owner  of  the  Bell  Tunnel 
colliery.  Mount  Carmel,  Pa.,  died  recently  at  the 
home  of  his  daughter  in  Allentown,  Pa.  Mr. 
Bell  was  eighty-seven  years  old  and  had  served 
as  chief  burgess  of  Pottsville  for  fifteen  years. 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co. 
is  about  to  make  determined  efforts  to  e.xtinguish 
the  fire  which  has  been  burning  in  the  Enter¬ 
prise  mine  near  Mahanoy  City.  Pa.,  for  more  than 
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two  years.  The  surface  will  be  stripped  to  the 
coal  and  it  is  believed  this  plan  will  prove  effect¬ 
ive. 

The  Rochester  &  Pittsburg  Coal  Co.,  it  is  re¬ 
ported,  has  refused  to  grant  the  demands  of  the 
miners’  mass  meetings  held  recently  at  Reynolds- 
ville.  Pa.  As  a  result  it  is  feared  that  a  strike 
of  the  7,000  miners  in  the  district  may  be  called. 

W.  H.  Truesdale,  president  of  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  &  Western  railroad,  arrived  in 
Scranton,  Pa.,  a  few  days  ago  in  company  with 
Vice-President  E.  E.  Loomis,  and  a  thorough 
inspection  of  the  collieries  owned  by  the  com¬ 
pany  in  that  region  was  made. 

E.  D.  Fulton  and  W.  W.  Parish,  of  Union- 
town,  Pa.,  have  sold  three-fourth  of  their  hold¬ 
ings  in  the  Geneva  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  New 
Geneva,  Pa.,  to  M.  D.  McKeefrey,  of  Leetonia, 
Pa.,  and  Wilson  A.  Shaw,  of  Pittsburg.  The 
price  paid  for  the  holdings  was  $465,000. 

Independent  coal  operators  in  Somerset  county. 
Pa.,  are  contemplating  the  advisability  of  bring¬ 
ing  suit  against  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad 
in  an  effort  to  compel  that  road  to  furnish  more 
cars  than  are  available  at  present.  It  is  be¬ 
lieved  they  will  get  some  redress  through  the 
courts. 

It  has  been  estimated  by  a  government  statis¬ 
tician  that  the  Lehigh  Valley  Co.  owns  land  cov¬ 
ering  400,000,000  tons  of  unmined  coal  and  that 


the  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Co.’s  holdings 
amount  to  370,000,000  tons.  A  company  to  take 
over  this  land  must  be  capitalized  at  more  than 
'$1,000,000,000. 

J.  B.  F.  Rinehart,  cashier  of  the  Farmers’  and 
Drovers’  National  bank  of  Waynesburg.  W.  Va., 
S.  F.  Grimm  and  W.  J.  Kyle  have  closed  the 
sale  of  a  2,000-acre  coal  block  in  Marshall  coun¬ 
ty  which  nets  a  profit  of  about  $35,000.  The 
land,  which  had  been  optioned  from  farmers, 
sold  at  $45  an  acre. 

Literary  Notes. 

One  Inindred  contributors  of  text  and  picture  make  the 
November  National  the  most  richly  varied  and  pictur¬ 
esque  report  of  the  current  life  of  Amer'ca  in  the  whole 
field  of  monthly  periodicals.  Nor  docs  the  National  treat 
.\mcrican  life  alone.  Yone  Noguchi’s  delightfully  inti¬ 
mate  “W  th  Rossetti  in  London”  and  Poultney  Bigelow’s 
“The  First  Lady  of  China”  are  papers  that  strike  the 
note  of  universal  interest.  Capt.  Arthur  McCray  reviews 
recent  and  current  north  polar  expeditions.  Charles  War¬ 
ren  .Stoddard,  in  “The  Doom  of  a  Prima  Donna,”  tells 
the  thr.’lling  story  of  the  strange  life  and  the  fearful 
death  of  a  world  famous  singer.  Michael  A.  Lane  ridi¬ 
cules  “Boston  peace  advocates”  in  “The  Good  There  Is 
In  War.”  Joe  Mitchell  Chappie  presents  sixteen  pages 
of  fresh  gossip,  lavishly  illustrated,  about  “AffaTS  at 
Washington.”  Frank  Putnam  discusses  insurance  reve¬ 
lations  under  the  suggestive  heading,  “Is  Thiev.’ng  a  Safe 
and  Genteel  Profession?” 

For  color  work,  press  work  and  general  beauty  and  use¬ 
fulness,  the  December  Delineator  is  conspicuous  among 
the  Christmas  magazines.  E,’ght  paintings  by  J.  C.  Leyen- 
(Continued  on  page  38.) 


Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Southern  Enterprises. 

The  Mammoth  Vein  Coal  Mining  Co.  has  been 
organized  at  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  to  mine  coal. 

The  Tennessee  Land  &  Coal  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Monterey,  Tcnn.,  with  $2,000,000 
capital  stock.  The  incorporators  are  S.  E.  Sims, 
Pontiac,  Ill.,  and  associates. 

A  company  has  been  organized  by  Cooley  Bros, 
and  associates,  with  $50,000  capital  stock,  to  de¬ 
velop  coal  lands  near  Jellico,  Tenn.  A.  Allen, 
Oliver  Springs,  Tenn.,  is  to  be  general  manager. 

The  Careyville  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Nashville.  Tenn.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $60,- 
000.  The  incorporators  are  S.  W.  Lamoreaiix, 
C.  A.  Lamoreanx,  J.  H.  Bowling,  W.  H.  Aus¬ 
tin,  T.  C.  Jacks,  TI.  B.  Lindsay  and  Charles  H. 
Smith. 

The  Gunter  Mountain  Coal  Mining  Co.  has 
been  incorporated  at  Scottsboro,  Ala.,  with  a  capi¬ 
tal  of  $200,000,  a  large  part  of  which  will  be 
used  in  developing  properties.  The  incorporators 
are  J.  A.  Cable,  F.  F.  .Stubbs,  G.  S.  Hardie  and 
associates. 

General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

A  loaded  coal  barge  at  the  landing  of  C.  Jutte 
&  Co.,  at  the  foot  of  Penn  street,  Louisville,  Ky., 
sprung  a  leak  recently  and  sank  in  several  feet 


C  n  shipper 

•  Ua  UUfiniHII  ANTHRACITE-COXE-BITUMINOUS 

SOIiE  SHIPPER 

“Avoca”  (Plttston  District).  “liopez”  (Bernice  District). 

^  91INE  AHEIVT 

“Perfection”  Smithing 
“Bi|f  Vein  lichiKli”  A‘Best”  Cias 

“Wilkes  Barre”  “White  Oak  Steam 

A.nd.  ottier  grfi.<l68  Anthr&cite  And  othor 
Connellsville,  Latrobe,  Gallitzln  and  West  Virginia  Coke. 

ADDRESS  ALL  CDMMUNICATIONS  TO  1 19  WILLIAM  ST.,  PITTSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  Tia  P.  R.  R.,  P.  &  R,  R.  R., 
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of  water.  It  is  not  believed  that  much  of  the 
fuel  can  be  saved. 

The  Port  Arthur  Canal  &  Dock  Co.  has  had 
plans  and  specifications  prepared  for  the  erection 
of  a  coal  chute  on  the  water  front  at  Port  Arthur, 
Tex. 

Dr.  Bennett,  of  Jellico,  Ky.,  manager  of  the 
Bennett-Jellico  Coal  Co.,  has  purchased  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  the  Blue  Gem  Coal  Co.,  in  that  field,  which 
he  will  operate. 

The  meetings  of  the  California  Miners’  Associa¬ 
tion,  instead  of  being  held  in  San  Francisco  as 
heretofore,  will  be  held  in  the  different  mining 
towns,  in  all  sections  of  the  state. 

The  Southern  and  the  Louisville  &  Nashville 
railroads  are  engaged  in  a  fight  for  the  right  of 
way  into  the  coal  fields  in  southeastern  Kentucky. 
The  result  of  the  fight  will  probably  be  two  lines 
of  road. 

The  Broadway  Mining  Co.  has  begun  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  coal  properties  near  Rockport,  Ky. 
A  shaft  has  been  sunk  fifty  feet  and  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  a  mining  town  will  be  built  at  the  new 
enterprise. 

Eighty  new  houses  are  being  built  at  Gardiner, 
near  Sturgis,  Ky.,  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
laborers  of  the  West  Kentucky  Coal  Co.  The 
erection  of  400  houses  will  be  commenced  as 


soon  as  these  are  completed,  including  a  bank, 
office  building,  commissary  and  store  building  and 
machine  shops.  The  town  will  be  lighted  by  elec¬ 
tricity  from  the  plant  of  the  West  Kentucky  Coal 
Co. 

The  Shawnee  Gas  Co.,  operating  a  plant  at 
Shawnee,  Okla.,  has  announced  that  it  will  build 
a  coal,  gas,  coke  and  tar  plan^  at  a  cost  of 
$150,000.  Development  work  will  begin  within 
the  next  few  days. 

Coal  operators  at  South  McAlester,  I.  T.,  met 
recently  in  the  offices  of  the  McAlester  Fuel  As¬ 
sociation  to  consider,  among  other  things,  the  an¬ 
ticipated  demand  of  the  miners’  union  for  an 
increased  wage  scale. 

The  Mexican  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  exchanged 
its  railroad  for  the  coal  properties  of  the  Interna¬ 
tional  railroad.  The  exact  date  on  which  the 
transfer  will  take  effect  can  not  be  learned,  but 
it  is  believed  to  be  either  December  first  or  Jan¬ 
uary  first. 

E.  F.  Wager,  of  Laredo,  Tex.,  who  is  at  the 
head  of  the  Rio  Grande  &  Eagle  Pass  railroad 
and  the  Cannel  Coal  Co.,  stated  recently  that  the 
latter  was  getting  out  about  7,000  tons  of  pure 
cannel  coal  per  month.  A  splendid  market  is 
found  for  this  coal  in  Mexico,  especially  in  Mon¬ 
terey  province,  where  this  product  is  used  for 
the  smelters. 


Literary  ^lotes. 

(Continued  from  page  41) 

decker,  illustrating  and  interpreting  the  Twenty-third 
Psalm,  is  the  most  extensive  color  feature  of  the  number, 
but  a  painting  by  Alphonse  Mucha,  accompanying  a  poem, 
“The  Mother  of  Bartimeus,”  by  Theodosia  Garrison,  is 
fully  as  notable  as  an  art  work.  The  short  fiction  of  the 
number  comprises  stories  by  Hamlin  Garland,  John  Luther 
Long,  Gilbert  Parker  and  Alee  Brown.  The  opening 
chapters  of  a  new  serial — a  woman’s  club  story — “The 
Presidnet  of  Quex,”  are  given;  it  is  said  to  be  in  the 
nature  of  a  reply  to  “The  Evolution  of  a  Club  Woman,” 
which  created  great  ‘nterest  in  the  magazine  last  year. 
There  is  also  the  continuation  of  “At  Spinster  Farm,” 
articles  on  brass  and  copper  utensils  in  “The  (^Hector’s 
Manual,”  and  the  child  at  play  in  “The  R'ghts  of  the 
Chi'd.”  A  scries  of  illustrated  papers  under  the  title, 
“Some  Heroines  of  Shakespeare— by  their  Impei:sonat- 
ors,”  also  begins  in  tb's  number  with  Eleanor  Robson 
on  Juliet.  The  pastimes  for  children  are  filled  with  the 
spirit  of  the  season,  and  there  is  an  abundance  of  mat¬ 
ter  of  housewifely  'nterest. 

The  “Pinkey  Perkins”  stories  by  Captain  Hammond, 
of  West  Point,  which  have  been  appearing  in  St.  Nicholas 
dur'ng  the  past  year,  have  been  gathereo  into  book  form 
and  appear  from  The  Century  Co.’s  press.  These  stories 
have  been  very  popular  with  the  young  folks,  and  it  is 
said  that  Captain  Hammond  has  been  prevailed  upon  to 
continue  them,  and  to  write  more  of  Pinkey’s  experiences 
for  the  coming  year  of  St.  Nicholas. 

A  letter  just  received  in  New  York  from  Mrs.  Humphry 
Ward  was  dated  at  Versailles  and  spoke  enthusiastically 
of  the  beauty  of  the  fall  days  there.  Later  chapters  of 
Mrs.  Ward’s  new  novel,  “Fenw'ck’s  Career,”  beginning 
in  the  November  Century,  shift  the  scenes  of  the  story 
to  this  beautiful  historic  spot. 
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General  Review 

No  APPARENT  abatement  has  occurred  in  the  demand  for  coal. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  in  territory  where  the  weather  has  been  colder 
during  thg  past  week  or  where  there  hawe  been  even  slight  snow 
storms  there  is  more  activity.  Demand  at  every  point  is  absorbing  all 
the  coal  that  can  be  moved  by  the  carrying  companies,  and  whore 
those  weather  conditions  have  ruled  to  which  reference  is  made  in 
the  opening  paragraph,  there  is  a  clamor  for  tonnage  which  comes 
very  near  to  approaching  the  panicky  conditions  which  prevailed  three 
years  ago  following  the  anthracite  strike.  In  many  respects  the 
development  of  the  fall  demand  for  coal  this  year  has  followed 
closely  along  the  lines  of  the  development  of  the  market  in  the  strike 
year.  Prices  in  October  of  1903  were  remarkably  strong  and  advanc¬ 
ing  all  through  the  month,  with  the  supply  of  coal  insufficient  to 
meet  the  requirements.  In  November  prices  held  about  to  the  October 
level,  with  flurries  for  a  few  days  at  a  time,  when  coal  was  slow  in 
co-ming  in  or  when  the  weather  was  severe,  making  it  necessary  for 
consumers  to  cover  their  requirements  by  placing  orders.  The  real 
boom  developed  about  the  tenth  of  December  and  continued  until  the 
early  part  of  March,  when  it  abated  as  quickly  as  it  commenced,  many 
shippers  being  caught  with  surplus  coal  on  track,  which  they  were 
obliged  to  sacriflee  ad  prices  ranging  from  fifty  cents  to  one  dollar 
below  the  price  paid  for  it  at  the  mines. 

There  are  some  symptoms  of  a  recurrence  of  these  conditions 
during  the  coming  winter,  although  one  can  not  always  reason  by 
analogy  that  certain  results  will  follow  because  there  are  certain 
causes.  The  causes  this  year  thus  far  have  been  entirely  different 
from  those  in  1903,  but  the  results  have  been  much  the  same  to  the 
present  time.  Then  it  was  a  great  strike  which  removed  out  of  the 
market  many  thousand  tons  of  coal  that  otherwise  would  have  been 
available,  creating  a  shortage  in  production,  making  the  demand 
greater  than  the  supply. 

Even  though  the  boom  in  prices  the  coming  winter  does  not  reach 
the  same  proportions  that  it  did  in  1903  and  the  early  part  of  1903, 
it  is  certain  that  there  will  be  a  shortage  of  coal  for  some  time  to 
come  and  that  spot  product  where  it  is  urgently  needed  will  command 
much  higher  figures  than  a  year  ago.  For  more  than  two  months 
now,  the  production  at  the  bituminous  mines  of  the  country  has 
been  reduced  from  one-third  to  one-half  of  the  normal  output.  Pos¬ 
sibly  this  curtailment  in  production  will  continue  for  another  thirty 
days,  and  perhaps  much  longer.  If  it  occurs  for  thirty  days,  owing 
'to  a  shortage  of  cars  at  the  mines,  this  means  that  the  total  bituminous 
production  of  the  country  will  be  reduced  from  one-twelfth  to  one- 
eighth.  If  we  are  producing  a  million  tons  of  coal  for  each  of  the 
three  hundred  working  days  in  normal  times,  this  means  a  reduction 
of  between  35,0Q0,000  and  35,000,000  tons  in  the  production  for  the 
year  1905.  \^ile  these  figures  are  estimated  and  are  largely  theo¬ 
retical,  they  will  furnish  an  index  as  to  the  true  condition  of  affairs 
better  than  it  can  be  explained  in  any  other  way. 

But  these  estimated  figures  do  not  tell  the  whole  story.  During 
the  six  months  from  April  to  October  first,  the  mines  did  not 
operate  on  fuil  time  because  they  could  not  secure  the  business.  Every 
factor  in  the  trade  was  negligent  about  taking  in  coal  owing  to  the 
low  range  of  prices  and  the  general  demoralization  of  the  market. 

Stocks  Everywhere  Were  Light. 

As  a  consequence,  the  shortage  in  cars  came  on,  with  stocks  at 
nearly  all  points  on  a  low  basis.  Since  then  there  has  been  a  further 
reduction  in  these  stocks  and  practically  the  industry  today  is  on  a 
hand-to-mouth  basis,  buyers  taking  coal  as  quickly  as  they  can  get  it 
from  the  mine  shaft  and  having  no  reserve  supplies  on  which  they 
can  draw,  in  an  emergency.  The  only  factor  which  will  prevent  a 
market  approaching  the  conditions  that  prevailed  in  1903  will  be  a 
better  supply  of  cars  at  the  minis  in  all  the  bituminous  fields  sitcli  as 
will  permit  of  nearly  a  normal  production  all  through  the  winter. 
If  transportation  can  be  improved  to  this  extent,  prices  may  hold 


of  tKe  Markets. 

to  about  the  present  level  or  go  some  higher — they  will  not  go  any 
lower.  If  transportation  can  not  be  improved  the  situation  will 
grow  more  acute  with  the  advancement  of  the  season  and  may 
closely  approach  in  the  maximum  prices  those  which  prevailed  in 
1903. 

No  Hope  of  Improved  Car  Supply. 

At  present  there  does  not  seem  to  be  much  hope  that  car  supply 
will  increase  or  that  transportation  will  improve.  As  a  matter  of  fact 
most  of  the  sentiment  among  leading  railroad  men  seems  to  be  that 
conditions  in  the  carrying  trade  can  not  show  any  improvement  until 
after  the  holidays.  If  any  benefit  is  to  be  derived  by  increasing  the 
lu’oduction  of  coal  the  change  must  occur  before  that  time.  There  are 
too  many  circumstances  which  interfere  with  train  movement  in 
mid-winter  to  expect  much  improvemi  nt  if  transportation  continues 
demoralized  up  to  January  first. 

One  feature  of  the  situation  which  is  developing  in  the  west 
is  the  shortage  of  fuel  supplies  with  the  railroad  companies.  These 
are  the  largest  consumers  of  the  bituminous  product  in  the  United 
States,  and  when  there  is  a  shortage  in  their  supply,  it  is  time  for 
other  consumers  to  run  to  cover  and  begin  to  take  in  all  the  coal 
that  can  be  obtained.  Four  leading  railroads  are  reported  in  the 
west  this  week  as  being  in  the  market  for  tonnage.  One  of  the 
most  important  systems  in  the  country  is  also  said  to  be  short  of 
coal,  but  this  is  being  kept  a  state  secret  until  the  facts  are  revealed 
by  its  purchases.  As  very  little  coal  was  stored  in  the  summer 
by  transportation  companies,  and  some  were  so  heedless  of  the 
future  as  not  to  make  contracts  even  for  their  tonnage  because  they 
preferred  to  buy  in  the  open  market,  this  phase  of  the  situation  may 
assume  serious  proportions.  It  is  reported  that  one  railroad  con¬ 
fiscated  twenty  cars  of  smokeless  run-of-mine  coal  in  the  Chicago 
terminals  last  week,  owing  to  the  fact  that  it  was  absolutely  out 
of  fuel,  while  small  conflscations  have  been  reported  from  other 
sections  of  the  country.  In  the  aggregate  volume  of  coal  taken 
these  are  not  important  at  this  time,  but  they  are  important  as  to 
the  future,  because  they  are  indicative  of  a  lack  of  supply. 

More  in  detail  the  situation  as  to  the  markets  is  fully  as  interest¬ 
ing  as  it  is  in  general.  In  the  eastern  trade  contract  buyers  are  tak¬ 
ing  their  full  quota  of  coal  and  are  using  all  the  influence  they 
can  command  to  secure  a  slight  additional  tonnage  for  storage  pur¬ 
poses.  The  eastern  all-rail  and  line  trade  is  clamoring  for  coal,  and 
with  the  car  shortage  worse  than  it  was  a  week  ago,  shippers  are  at 
their  wits’  ends  to  supply  current  requirements.  Tide-water  de¬ 
mand  is  unusually  active  and  spot  coal  has  been  forced  up  nearly 
to  $3.00  f.  0.  b.  New  York  harbor  ports.  This  activity  and  tlie 
general  condition  of  the  market  as  to  prices  and  demand  is  fully  a 
month  in  advance  of  a  year  ago,  although  bituminous  producets  who 
shipped  to  the  east  last  winter  had  a  reasonably  profitable  season 
owing  to  the  severe  weather. 

In  the  western  bituminous  trade,  the  market  holds  to  about 
the  same  level  as  last  week.  At  that  time  Chicago,  owing  to  a  short¬ 
age  of  spot  supplies  of  bituminous  product,  was  one  of  the  highest 
markets  in  the  country.  During  the  past  seven  days  Chicago  has 
continued  to  hold  a  steady  market  at  the  previous  range  of  prices, 
but  at  other  centers  in  western  territory  values  have  advanced  until 
practically  all  the  leading  markets  are  now  on  tlie  Chicago  liasis. 
Car  supply  in  the  west  has  shown  no  improvement,  and  railroad 
officials  are  making  predictions  that  it  will  be  worse  in  December. 

In  the  anthracite  trade  the  conditions  as  to  bituminous  are 
largely  duplicated,  excepting  that  prices  hold  to  a  steady  level,  there 
being  an  absence  of  speculative  excitement.  Eastern  producing 
companies  are  venturing  the  prediction  that  the  tonnage  produced 
this  winter  will  be  insuflicient  to  meet  the  nquirements  of  the 
trade,  basing  their  predictions  on  the  present  demand.  Small  slocks 
of  anthracite  in  the  domestic  sizes  are  in  storage  at  western  dock- 
points  and  this  coal  can  be  drawn  upon  as  a  reserve  stock. 
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Office  of  T he  Black  Diamond, 
Chicago,  III.,  Nov.  17. 

Comparatively  mild  weather  in  the  west  during 
the  past  week  has  resulted  in  market  conditions 
holding  steady,  both  as  to  the  available  supply 
of  coal  and  the  prevailing  range  of  prices.  Bitu¬ 
minous  coals  are  selling  at  about  the  same  figures 
they  were  a  week  ago,  with  the  prospects  of  fur¬ 
ther  advances  whenever  cold  weather  or  snow 
storms  make  their  advent.  The  general  transpor¬ 
tation  situation  from  the  mines  has  not  improved 
any,  although  weather  conditions  have  been  fa¬ 
vorable.  Here  and  there  it  is  reported  that 
some  railroad  has  been  able  to  move  a  few  addi¬ 
tional  cars,  but  the  increase  in  the  tonnage  has 
not  been  sufficient  to  ease  off  prices  on  leading 
grades  of  coal.  Buyers,  both  retail  dealers  and 
consumers,  are  following  a  waiting  policy  to  some 
extent  this  week,  hoping  that  transportation  will 
show  an  improvement  and  they  may  be  able  to 
purchase  coal  at  a  lower  price.  This  is  particu¬ 
larly  true  of  those  located  outside  of  the  larger 
cities.  Country  dealers  seem  to  be  hesitating 
about  making  further  purchases.  A  few  cold 
days,  however,  would  bring  in  a  large  number  of 
orders,  as  stocks  have  been  depleted. 

Interest  continues  to  center  in  conditions  per¬ 
taining  to  transportation,  both  present  and  pros¬ 
pective.  The  car  supply  this  week  has  ranged 
from  thirty-five  to  fifty  per  cent  of  normal.  As 
to  the  future,  much  uncertainty  prevails.  One 
Chicago  coal  man  interviewed  every  prominent 
railroad  freight  agent  of  western  lines  in  this 
city  during  the  week  and  the  consensus  of  opin¬ 
ion  of  these  officials  seemed  to  be  that  the  con¬ 
ditions  as  to  car  supply  will  be  worse  during 
the  next  thirty  days  than  at  present.  This  idea 
is  based  on  the  supposition  that  the  merchandise 
movement  prior  to  the  holidays  will  be  the 
heaviest  ever  known,  and  that  this  one  item  of 
freight  will  tax  the  facilities  of  all  the  railroads 
to  the  fullest  extent.  It  is  also  claimed  that  there 
is  much  grain  which  must  be  moved  within  the 
next  thirty  days  and  that  December  corn  move¬ 
ment  will  be  the  heaviest  on  record,  owing  to 
the  extent  of  this  crop.  Several  of  the  general 
freight  agents  were  authority  for  the  statement 
that  the  coal  men  would  not  receive  as  many  cars 
for  the  transportation  of  their  product  up  to 
the  holidays  from  this  time  as  they  have  during 
the  past  thirty  days.  This  is  a  decidedly  bull¬ 
ish  argument.  Coal  dealers  should  take  warn¬ 
ing  from  it  and  purchase  coal  where  they  can  se¬ 
cure  it  to  meet  their  requirements  until  after 
the  turn  of  the  year.  If  they  fail  to  do  so  they 
probably  will  find  that  during  the  next  thirty 
days  they  will  be  unable  to  supply  their  trade  part 
of  the  time. 

Review  of  the  Car  Situation. 

The  car  situation  in  Indiana,  Illinois,  Ohio, 
West  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  at  the  mines  has 
shown  no  improvement.  In  some  parts  of  the 
Illinois  field  it  is  claimed  that  fewer  cars  are 
available,  but  in  Indiana  it  is  reported  that  the 
railroads  cleaned  up  the  yards  at  Terre  Haute 
over  Sunday  and  brought  in  a  larger  tonnage  of 
coal.  Ohio  is  still  shipping  all  the  tonnage  for 
which  there  are  transportation  facilities  to  lake 
loading  ports,  and  the  all-rail  trade  is  a  secondary 
consideration.  West  Virginia  has  a  variable  car 
supply,  taking  about  half  to  a  third  of  the  nor¬ 
mal  tonnage  and  falling  back  to  fifteen  to  twenty- 
five  per  cent  the  next  day.  Western  Pennsylva- 
nit  is  shipping  only  a  small  tonnage  of  all-rail 
coal  outside  of  that  which  is  to  apply  on  con¬ 
tracts.  Movement  up  the  great  lakes  to  dock 
points  continues  light,  owing  to  inability  to  se¬ 
cure  vessels  and  the  lack  of  cars  from  the  mines 
for  loading  them. 

The  question  of  car  supply  in  the  all-rail  trade 
following  the  close  of  navigation  is  a  matter  of 
considerable  speculation  on  the  part  of  the  ship¬ 
ping  companies,  and  opinions  seem  to  vary. 
Owing  to  the  heavy  traffic  it  seems  to  be  the 
general  opinion  there  will  not  be  any  improvement 
for  some  weeks  after  the  lake  season  closes,  but 
later,  if  there  are  not  severe  snow  storms  and 
the  weather  should  not  be  too  severe,  some  ad¬ 
vantages  would  accrue  to  coal  shippers.  It  is  as¬ 
sured  there  will  be  a  heavy  movement  northwest 


by  car  ferry  and  all-rail  all  through  the  winter. 
Movement  of  tonnage  to  that  territory  by  water 
the  latter  part  of  the  season  has  not  been  satis¬ 
factory,  and  it  is  felt  that  to  supply  all  of  the 
demands  it  will  be  necessary  to  augment  the 
stocks  on  the  docks. 

Railroads  Are  in  the  Market. 

The  railroads  continue  to  feel  the  car  short¬ 
age  more  or  less  and  are  more  active  factors  in 
the  purchase  of  coal  than  they  were.  It  is  claimed 
there  are  four  great  systems  now  in  the  market 
for  tonnage  in  the  west,  and  that  all  of  them 
are  confiscating  more  or  less  coal  to  keep  up  their 
supply  of  locomotive  fuel.  The  four  railroads 
which  are  said  to  be  doing  this  are  the  Chicago 
Great  Western,  Panhandle,  Fere  Marquette  and 
Grand  Trunk.  It  is  claimed  that  the  Panhandle 
confiscated  twenty  cars  of  smokeless  in  its  Chi¬ 
cago  yards  the  latter  part  of  last  week  for  the 
purpose  of  fueling  its  locomotives.  It  has  been 
buying  since  that  time  and  has  been  obliged  to 
pay  high  prices.  No  further  confiscations  have 
been  reported  by  the  Great  Western,  but  doubtless 
they  have  not  been  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  public.  Both  the  Pere  Marquette  and  Grand 
Trunk  receive  coal  which  originates  on  other  lines 
and  it  is  claimed  they  have  not  been  able  to  get 
a  full  supply  forward  from  the  mines  owing  to 
embargoes  and  other  causes. 

Wholesale  shippers  of  coal  have  not  been  as 
active  in  bidding  for  tonnage  during  the  week  as 
they  were  last,  but  they  have  put  prices  up  to 
such  a  point  that  at  present  it  is  dangerous  to  com¬ 
pete  for  tonnage.  Severe  weather,  however, 
would  probably  send  a  crowd  of  buyers  to  the 
mines  to  wait  until  the  coal  was  loaded  and 
then  they  would  bid  for  it. 

Western  Anthracite  Demand  Active. 

In  the  western  anthracite  trade  all  of  the  ship¬ 
ping  companies  are  transacting  a  fair  volume  of 
business.  The  shortage  of  chestnut,  which  has 
been  a  feature  of  the  market  for  the  past  three 
weeks,  continues  with  most  of  the  shipping  com¬ 
panies,  and  orders  are  accepted  subject  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  proportion  of  the  other  sizes.  Retail  demand 
for  anthracite  is  active  all  through  the  west  and 
shipping  companies  have  difficulty  in  filling  the 
orders  which  come  in  to  them,  particularly  in  the 
all-rail  trade.  Some  idea  of  the  situation  as  to 
equipment  available  for  all-rail  western  move¬ 
ment  can  be  obtained  when  it  is  known  that  one 
large  company  received  on  its  manifest  Monday 
about  ninety  per  cent  of  gondolas.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  out  of  twenty-five  cars  only  three  were 
boxes.  This  coal  was  transferred  at  Buffalo, 
and  the  supply  of  box  cars  at  that  point  is  very 
short  of  the  demand.  Dealers  and  consumers 
are  being  urged  to  take  gondolas  if  they  are  par¬ 
ticularly  anxious  to  secure  coal,  because  this 
equipment  can  be  provided. 

The  lake  movement  of  anthracite  continues  to 
suffer,  owing  to  inability  to  get  coal  forward  by 
rail  to  the  loading  ports,  and  also  due  to  the 
small  number  of  vessels  offering.  This  week 
it  is  believed  the  tonnage  which  will  be  forwarded 
will  be  lighter  than  the  tonnage  for  the  corres¬ 
ponding  period  a  year  ago.  There  is  some 
discussion  as  to  when  the  season  of  lake  nav¬ 
igation  will  close.  Insurance  will  expire  on 
December  fifth,  as  it  has  in  previous  years,  but 
if  the  season  should  be  mild  it  is  more  than  prob¬ 
able  a  few  cargoes  would  come  forward  after 
that  date.  Should  the  weather  suddenly  turn 
colder  it  is  thought  that  Lake  Superior  might 
be  closed  before  that  date.  Already  there  has 
been  some  ice  in  the  straits.  Coal  is  being  for¬ 
warded  as  rapidly  as  available  facilities  will  per¬ 
mit.  Cars  for  loading  at  dock  points  continue  to 
be  short.  Milwaukee  is  the  worst  sufferer  in 
this  respect,  although  the  territory  southwest  of 
the  Twin  Cities  is  having  difficulty  in  getting 
fuel  for  the  same  reason. 

Smokeless  Coals  Rule  Firm. 

In  the  bituminous  trade  prices  have  reached 
their  level,  for  the  present  at  least,  and  largely 
are  a  duplication  of  those  which  prevailed  a 
week  ago.  Country  buyers  are  holding  off. 


and  until  consumers  are  in  the  market  more  ac¬ 
tively,  before  ordering  further  tonnage.  There 
is  sufficient  business  coming  forward  all  the 
time  to  absorb  all  the  coal  available  at  terminal 
points,  and  this  condition  is  holding  the  market 
very  firm. 

Smokeless  coals  continue  to  attract  a  large 
share  of  the  attention  in  the  trade,  and  all  de¬ 
scriptions  hold  firm  as  to  price.  Car  supply  has 
not  improved  to  any  appreciable  extent,  and  at 
no  point  is  there  more  of  this  coal  than  can  be 
absorbed  quite  readily.  Run-of-mine  standard 
New  River  and  Pocahontas  is  quoted  on  a  wide 
range,  according  to  whether  the  shipping  com¬ 
pany  has  contracts  which  are  taking  all  the  coal 
it  can  produce  or  not.  Prevailing  prices  in  the 
Chicago  market  are  $1.25@1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
or  $3.30@3.55  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Most  of  the  free 
coal  has  been  sold  during  the  week  on  the  basis 
of  $1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or  $3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago.  Prepared  sizes  are  held  very  firmly  at 
$2.25@2.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  ^.30^.40  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Thin-vein  and  Tug  River  run-of-mine 
are  held  at  $1.25@1.30  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.30@ 
3.35  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  There  is  no  prospect  of 
any  improvement  in  the  car  supply  before  the 
close  of  navigation,  if  it  occurs  at  that  time. 

Standard  splint  coal  continues  to  be  firmly  held 
in  western  markets  and  buyers  must  do  consid¬ 
erable  shopping  around  before  they  are  able  to 
purchase  this  product.  Some  of  the  companies 
have  more  orders  than  they  can  fill  immediately 
and  are  refusing  business.  Standard  splint  coals 
loaded  in  open  cars  are  held  on  the  basis  of  $1.85@ 
2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or  $3.75@3.90  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Black  band  is  quoted  at  $3.90@4.00 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Other  grades  of  coal  show  about 
the  same  range. 

Fairmont  Coal  Is  Scarce. 

The  supply  of  Fairmont  coal  in  western  all¬ 
rail  markets  is  very  light  and  prices  are  firmly 
maintained.  One  shipping  company  was  enabled 
to  get  a  single  car  through  in  two  weeks.  Other 
companies  may  have  had  better  success,  but  little 
is  offered  for  sale  at  any  price.  Where  coal  is 
obtainable  on  the  spot  it  can  be  bought  at  $1.35@ 
1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  for  three-quarter,  or  $3.25 
@3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  No  run-of-mine  is  avail¬ 
able.  Domestic  lump  is  quoted  at  $1.75@1.85 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.65@3.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
It  is  reported  that  there  has  been  a  slight  in¬ 
crease  in  the  tonnage  of  Baltimore  &  Ohio  coal 
reaching  Chicago  during  the  past  week,  but  most 
of  this  product  undoubtedly  was  sold  before  it 
arrived. 

Youghiogheny  gas  coal  continues  to  be  in 
short  supply  in  the  leading  all-rail  markets,  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  shortage  of  available  cars  at  the  mines. 
Many  of  the  producers  have  large  contracts  which 
they  must  meet,  and  this  is  taking  about  all  the 
tonnage  that  can  be  produced.  Spot  coal  in  Chi¬ 
cago  was  difficult  to  obtain  this  week,  but  prices 
show  about  the  same  range  as  a  week  ago.  Quo¬ 
tations  on  three-quarter  coal  are  on  the  basis  of 
$1.40@1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.30@3.40  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Only  one  sale  was  reported  this  week, 
and  it  was  at  the  maximum  figures  mentioned. 

Hocking  Coal  Is  Active. 

In  the  Hocking  trade  coal  seems  to  be  more 
plentiful,  but  prices  are  well  maintained  at  about 
the  same  range  as  last  week.  The  leading  pro¬ 
ducing  companies  continue  their  quotations  at 
$1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  'domestic  lump  and 
are  filling  orders  at  this  figure  as  rapidly  as  coal 
can  be  produced  and  shipped.  This  is  on  the 
basis  of  $3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Speculative  coal 
bought  on  the  spot,  however,  is  much  higher. 
Shipping  companies  at  the  mines  are  asking  $2.00 
@2.10  f.  0.  b.  cars,  and  in  Chicago  the  range  of 
prices  is  $3.65@3.85  f.  o.  b.  cars  this  city.  Most 
of  the  trading  has  been  on  the  basis  of  $3.75 
fi  o.  b.  Chicago.  Some  No.  8  coal  is  being  of¬ 
fered  as  Hocking  and  other  substitutes  are  in 
the  market,  owing  to  the  shortage  of  supply  of 
the  genuine  article.  This  is  complicating  the 
situation  and  makes  it  necessary  that  buyers 
should  be  careful  as  to  the  coal  they  take  in  if 
they  desire  genuine  Hocking.  Dock  prices  con¬ 
tinue  below  the  all-rail  figures,  and  the  dock  in- 
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terests,  it  is  claimed,  are  overwhelmed  with  or¬ 
ders  from  territory  where  freight  rates  are  equal¬ 
ized. 

In  western  bituminous  coals  the  only  im¬ 
portant  change  has  been  a  further  advance  in  fine 
coals,  which  are  bringing  somewhere  near  the 
figures  which  they  should  command  at  this  sea¬ 
son  of  the  year.  The  leading  descriptions  of  In¬ 
diana  domestic  lump  and  egg  coal  are  quoted  at 
$1.75@2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  on  the  basis  of 
$2.55@2.80  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Most  of  the  ship¬ 
ping  companies  have  all  the  orders  they  can  fill 
for  the  next  thirty  days  and  are  only  taking  on 
new  business  subject  to  car  supply  and  prices 
ruling  at  the  time  of  shipment.  On  spot  coal 
$2.00  is  about  the  prevailing  price.  Inch  and  a 
quarter  locomotive  fuel  is  held  at  $1.75@1.85 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.55@2.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago, 
and  spot  coal  readily  commands  this  figure.  Run- 
of-mine  continues  to  be  firm  on  the  basis  of 
$1.30@1.50  f.  0.  b.  the  mines,  or  $2.10@2.25 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  On  screenings  there  is  a  wide 
range  of  prices.  Some  Linton  inch  and  a  quarter 
were  sold  as  low  as  50c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  this 
week,  but  this  was  a  special  case.  The  prevail¬ 
ing  quotations  on  this  grade  of  coal  are  60@75c 


Market 

Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Nov.  16. 

Shippers  are  unanimous  in  their  expressions 
of  satisfaction  over  the  conditions  governing  the 
market  for  the  current  week.  Every  shipper  is 
enjoying  a  good  share  of  the  business  now  in 
the  market,  and  prices  are  eminently  satisfactory 
and  higher  than  they  have  been  before  this 
year.  The  urgency  of  all  demands,  coupled  with 
the  difficulty  in  delivering  coal,  gives  a  strong 
tone  to  the  market.  Circular  prices,  •  while  they 
may  appear  somewhat  high  to  the  consumer, 
are  being  maintained  without  any  difficulty.  The 
buyer  as  well  as  the  shipper  is  alive  to  the  diffi¬ 
cult  position  of  the  coal  trade  from  the  ship¬ 
per’s  standpoint  and  understands  that  prices 
asked  are  by  no  means  unreasonable.  Shippers 
are  not  cutting  prices,  and  concessions  are  made 
only  in  the  case  of  very  desirable  contracts  and 
on  orders  allowing  plenty  of  time  for  execution. 

Leading  Price  Features  of  the  Week. 

One  and  a  quarter  inch  Pittsburg  coal  con¬ 
tinues  to  advance  in  price  and  $1.50'  per  ton 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  has  been  quoted  and  accepted 
in  many  cases.  This  figure  promises  to  repre¬ 
sent.  the  minimum  for  this  size  before  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  the  current  month.  Nut  gas  coal 
quotations  have  advanced  steadily  and  orders 
at  $1.25  per  ton  for  tills  product  are  common. 
Pittsburg  slack  has  been  the  disturber  in  this 
market  for  the  past  fortnight,  the  prices  fluctu¬ 
ating  from  day  to  day,  one  might  say  almost 
spasmodically.  Mid-week  quotations  for  Pitts¬ 
burg,  Panhandle  and  Westmoreland  slack  read 
around  eighty  cents  per  ton,  with  eastern  gross 
prices  much  higher.  Run-of-mine  Pittsburg 
steam  coal  prices  do  not  show  much  of  a  range, 
the  popular  order  being -.  closed  at  $1.20  per 
ton. 

The  shipments  going  out  of  Pittsburg,  particu¬ 
larly  to  lake  points,  are  as  heavy  as  the  average 
during  the  November  period,  notwithstanding 
the  short  car  supply,  which  shows  but  scant  im¬ 
provement.  It  has  been  a  remarkable  season  for 
lake  coal.  Not  for  many  years  have  large  ship¬ 
pers  bent  such  energies  in  that  direction  to  the 
practical  exclusion  of  other  issues.  Shipments 
on  the  general  run  of  orders  east  and  west  are 
much  retarded.  Operators  are  expending  more 
energy  in  their  efforts  to  secure  empties  than 
they  are  using  in  securing  new  orders  or  new 
customers.  There  is  considerable  comfort,  how¬ 
ever,  in  the  fact  that  the  car  situation  has  not 
shown  any  tendencies  to  grow  worse  locally. 
Freight  officials  assure  the  trade  that  the  end 
of  the  present  month  will  show  the  passing  of 
the  worst  of  the  car  shortage.  Although  all 
the  local  railroads  have  issued  trite  orders  hold¬ 
ing  their  own  cars  on  their  own  roads,  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  these  orders  is  impracticable  and  rail¬ 
roads  and  coal  shippers  alike  show  a  disposition 
to  help  each  other  wherever  possible. 


f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.40@1.55  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Brazil  block  holds  strong  at  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  for  lump,  or  $3.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  loaded 
in  open  cars.  Box  cars  are  ten  cents  higher  per 
ton. 

Western  Coals  Rule  Steady. 

Illinois  coals  continue  to  show  about  the  same 
range  as  last  week.  Carterville  domestic  lump 
and  egg  is  held  at  $1.75@2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine. 
The  circular  quotation  is  the  minimum  figure, 
but  some  spot  coal  is  being  sold  at  $2.00  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  where  it  is  urgently  needed.  Washed 
coals  continue  very  firm.  No.  1»  washed  is  held 
on  the  basis  of  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  and  is 
firm.  No.  2  is  strong  at  $1.60  f.  o.  b.  the  mine. 
The  other  sizes  are  firm  and  in  short  supply. 
Three-inch  screenings  are  scarce  and  are  held 
at  75@85c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  where  they  are  avail¬ 
able. 

Springfield  coal  is  quoted  on  the  basis  of  $2.00 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  lump  and  egg,  or  $2.75  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Inch  and  a  quarter  lump  is  quoted  at 
$1.75(%1.85  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.50@2.60  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Run-of-mine  is  quoted  at  $1.40@1.50 


River  coal  trade,  which  is  dependent  entirely 
on  the  whims  of  the  weather  man,  is  still  wait¬ 
ing  for  the  all  important  barge  stage  in  the 
three  rivers.  Until  it  comes,  the  shipping  de¬ 
partments  of  all  river  companies  will  be  in¬ 
active,  although  all  the  upper  pool  mines  are  in 
full  operation.  A  large  tonnage  of  coal  is  now 
in  the  local  harbor  awaiting  shipment.  River 
demands  are  running  well  apace  with  rail  de¬ 
mands.  Large  consumers,  notably  the  mills 
and  manufactories  located  on  the  Ohio  river, 
are  now  placing  their  contracts  for  the  season  of 
1906.  Prices  hover  around  $7.00  per  100  bushels, 
which  is  a  shade  lower  than  rail  coal  quoted  by 
the  ton. 

The  Week  in  the  Coke  Trade. 

Local  retailers  have  settled  down  to  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  season,  the  demands  for  both  bitu¬ 
minous  and  anthracite  being  fully  up  to  the 
winter  standard,  with  prices  showing  a  good 
tone.  Bituminous  delivered,  which  has  been 
holding  at  ten  cents  per  bushel,  has  reached 
twelve  cents.  Dealers  report  a  healthy  anthra¬ 
cite  market,  with  encouraging  winter  prospects. 

The  coke  trade  continues  to  make  steady 
gains,  both  in  point  of  production  and  price. 
The  Connellsville  and  Uniontown  region,  which 
supplies  the  great  bulk  of  coke  consumed  in  the 
United  States,  shows  a  very  large  increase  in 
output  over  that  of  the  past  three  weeks,  this 
condition  resulting  from  an  improvement  in  the 
car  supply  and  the  firing  of  many  idle  ovens. 
Last  week’s  production  in  this  district  aggregates 
5,000  tons  more  than  for  the  preceding  week. 
Western  demand  for  coke  is  heavier  now  than  it 
has  been  for  several  months.  Pittsburg  brokers 
and  shippers  continue  very  optimistic  regarding 
the  future  and  reiterate  that  1906  prices  will 
be  much  higher  than  they  are  now.  Few  1906 
contracts  are  being  negotiated  at  the  prevailing 
quotations. 

The  following  figures  show  something  about 
the  week’s  production  and  shipments  originating 
in  the  extensive  Connellsville  region :  Out  of 
23,233  ovens,  21,483  were  in  operation.  The 
week’s  production  is  estimated  at  271,891  tons 
and  the  shipments  total  11,911  cars,  4,285  going 
into  the  Pittsburg  district,  6,339  west  of  Pitts¬ 
burg  and  1,287  east  of  the  region.  The  ship¬ 
ments  amounted  to  69,384  tons  for  the  week, 
an  increase  of  nearly  1,000  tons  over  the  ship¬ 
ments  of  last  week. 

The  Black  Diamond  representative  this  week 
heard  a  lively  discussion  between  two  coke  pro¬ 
ducers,  one  operating  in  Connellsville  and  the 
other  in  Uniontown,  the  point  at  issue  being  the 
correctness  of  the  use  of  the  term  Connellsville 
coke.  The  coke  center  is  gradually  forcing  its 
way  toward  Uniontown,  and  that  city  now  lays 
claim  to  the  coke  producing  honors,  an  adver¬ 
tisement  that  Connellsville  has  enjoyed  un¬ 
divided  ever  since  the  first  coke  oven  was  built. 
Strictly  Connellsville  coking  coal  is  fast  disap¬ 
pearing  and  the  scene  of  coke  activities  is  shift¬ 


f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.15@2.35  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Screenings  rule  strong  on  the  basis  of  60@70c 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.35@1.45  f.  o.  b.  the  mine. 
Three-inch  screenings  from  this  field  are  held 
at  $1.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago. 

Wilmington  lump  coal  has  been  advanced  to 
$2.30  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  from  $2.00.  Chunks  are 
held  for  what  they  will  bring,  no  quotations  being 
promulgated.  Northern  Illinois  third-vein  coal 
is  quoted  at  former  figures,  not  yet  having  been 
advanced. 

The  coke  trade  is  still  very  active,  although 
prices  are  on  the  same  basis  as  a  week  ago. 
Seventy-two  hour  Connellsville  foundry  coke  is 
held  at  $3.75@4.00  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens,  or  $6.40@ 
6.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Connellsville  furnace  coke 
is  quoted  at  $3.15@3.25  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens.  South¬ 
ern  foundry  coke  is  held  at  $6.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Specialties  continue  very  firm.  Smithing  coal 
is  active,  the  movement  being  restricted  by  the 
prevailing  car  shortage.  Some  shippers  of  can- 
nel  coal  are  preparing  to  advance  the  price 
twenty-five  cents  a  ton  on  December  first,  owing 
to  the  active  demand. 


ing.  Uniontown  also  claims  more  capital  invest¬ 
ed  in  both  coke  and  coal  enterprises,  larger  ton¬ 
nage  and  more  railroads. 

Important  River  Contracts  Closed. 

The  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  this  week  closed  two  of  the  largest 
contracts  this  year.  They  are  to  supply  the 
St.  Louis  Gas  Co.  and  tlie  Cincinnati  Gas  & 
Electric  Co.,  and  are  considered  the  “plums” 
of  the  annual  river  coal  contracts.  The  sales 
department  of  the  successful  company  has  not 
given  out  the  terms  of  the  contracts,  but  it  is 
understood  that  they  will  total  over  5,000,000  bush¬ 
els.  The  St.  Louis  Gas  Co.  contract  calls  for  de¬ 
livery  during  the  year  1906,  while  that  of  the 
Cincinnati  Gas  &  Electric  Co.  provides  a  limit 
of  two  years.  There  has  always  been  much 
keen  competition  among  river  coal  companies 
of  this  city  and  at  the  other  river  shipping  points 
for  a  part  of  this  business.  The  Monongahela 
River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  not 
had  this  business  for  some  time,  as  the  orders 
have  not  been  placed  with  one  company,  but  split 
up  among  a  number  of  smaller  shippers.  The 
first  shipment  in  both  cases  will  be  made  in  Janu¬ 
ary,  1906,  barge  stage  permitting. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

James  G.  Geegan,  general  manager  of  the 
Clyde  Coal  Co.,  has  returned  from  a  business 
trip  south. 

W.  G.  Cronkright,  vice-president  of  the  Old 
Colony  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  has  returned  to  this 
city  after  an  absence  of  a  few  days. 

Addison  Boren,  treasurer  of  the  Robinson 
Machine  Co.,  has  recovered  from  a  mild  attack 
of  typhoid  fever,  which  confined  him  to  his  home 
for  several  days. 

The  Allegheny  Coal  Co.  this  week  disposed  of 
some  of  its  holdings  to  the  Pennsylvania  Swed¬ 
ish  Iron  Co.  It  is  a  small  tract  of  land  near 
the  borough  of  Cheswick. 

E.  H.  Fowler,  chief  of  the  shipping  depart¬ 
ment  of  Pickands-Magee  Coke  Co.,  who  makes 
his  headquarters  at  the  Uniontown  offices  of 
the  company,  spent  part  of  the  week  in  this  city. 

W.  J.  Earon,  who  has  been  connected  with 
the  Pittsburg  office  of  F.  M.  Boynton,  Inc., 
left  this  week  for  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  In  the  future 
he  will  be  connected  with  the  Buffalo  office  of 
the  company. 

The  Hazel  Kirk  Coal  Co.  this  week  appointed 
a  new  mine  superintendent  for  the  mines  at 
Monongahela,  Pa.  He  is  Charles  McVicker, 
formerly  superintendent  of  the  Gallatin  and 
Sunnyside  mines  of  the  Monongahela  River  Con¬ 
solidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

President  John  H.  Jones,  of  the  Pittsburg- 
Buffalo  Co.,  is  chairman  of  the  greater  Pitts¬ 
burg  committee  of  the  Merchants’  and  Manufac- 


and  Trade  ^lews  from  the  Pittsburg  Field. 


22 


.  [November  18 


T 


turers’  Association  of  this  city,  which  is  now 
agitating  the  matter  of  municipal  extension.  Mr. 
Jones  returned  this  week  from  a  business  trip 
out  of  the  city. 

An  official  of  the  Hazel  Kirk  Coal  Co.,  who 
has  just  returned  from  the  mines  at  shaft  No.  2, 
near  Monongahela,  which  were  greatly  damaged 
by  fire  several  weeks  ago,  states  that  the  mines 
have  resumed  operations  and  that  additional 
thirteen-inch  brattice  work  has  been  constructed 
to  insure  greater  safety.  Part  of  the  mine  is 
still  burning. 

Hogg  &  Porter,  civil  and  mining  engineers  of 
Uniontown,  Pa.,  are  unusually  busy  at  this  time 
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with  orders  calling  for  the  construction  of  coke 
plants.  They  say  that  the  activity  in  this  in¬ 
dustry  is  almost  unprecedented  and  that  the 
coke  producing  capacity  for  the  season  of  190C 
will  be  at  least  twenty-five  per  cent  greater  than 
it  is  at  the  present  time. 

Among  the  important  deals  consummated  this 
week  is  the  transfer  of  the  plant  of  the  Hogg 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  formerly  operated  by  J.  V. 
'1  hompson,  the  Uniontown  coal  man,  to  a  Union- 
town  syndicate,  comprising  George  L.  Hibbs, 
G.  S.  Hara,  R.  F.  Hopwood  and  other  well 
known  operators.  'J  he  plant,  which  is  located 
in  the  district  near  Brownsville,  W.  Va.,  will  be 
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considerably  enlarged  and  go  into  operation 
at  once. 

The  Pittsburg  delegation  of  river  coal  men 
and  others  interested  in  the  convention  of  the 
Ohio  Valley  Improvement  Association  at  Cairo, 
Ill.,  left  this  city  in  a  body  Wednesday  morning 
over  the  Panhandle  railroad.  The  Mononga¬ 
hela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  is 
represented  by  J.  Frank  Tilley,  Capt.  William 
Crump  and  Capt.  Arthur  Moren.  The  Pitts¬ 
burg  chamber  of  commerce  is  also  represented 
by  a  delegation.  Mr.  Tilley  stated  to  The 
Black  Diamond  that  a  number  of  measures  of 
vital  interest  to  the  river  coal  trade  would  be 
brought  up  for  discussion. 


Market  Conditions  and  Trade  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Nov.  10. 

There  is  no  market  price  for  railroad  coal 
wholesale  in  the  Cincinnati  district.  It  is  doubt¬ 
ful  if  an  order  for  twenty  cars  of  spot  coal 
could  be  filled  by  the  combined  sales  agencies 
of  the  city.  Coal  is  now  worth  about  whatever 
the  seller  asks  for  it.  As  already  noted,  spot 
coal  is  almost  out  of  the  question.  Occasionally 
a  lot  of  coal  already  sold  is  held  up  by  an  em¬ 
bargo,  and  it  is  possible  to  divert  its  routing  and 
it  becomes  “free”  coal  on  another  road  and  is 
sold  as  such  at  fancy  prices,  but  this  practice  is 
unusual.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  no  one  in  the 
coal  business  here  has  ever  seen  the  car  supply 
as  bad  as  it  is  at  present.  Even  the  Norfolk  & 
Western  railroad,  which  has  been  giving  its 
coal  patrons  fairly  good  service  all  summer 
and  fall,  considering  the  number  of  its  coal  cars, 
has  fallen  down  to  about  the  percentage  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio,  which  all  along  has  been  the 
worst  of  the  lot.  An  average  of  two  days’  sup¬ 
ply  a  week  is  all  that  can  be  expected  on  the 
latter,  while  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  the  Louis¬ 
ville  &  Nashville  and  the  Cincinnati  Southern 
are  giving  from  two  to  three  days’  supply  a 
week. 

There  is  scarcely  a  single  Cincinnati  selling 
agency  that  has  a  man  out  on  the  road  trying  to 
sell  coal.  If  the  salesmen  are  out  at  all  it  is 
probably  to  explain  why  shipments  are  so  long 
delayed  or  to  make  collections.  They  are  not 
out  to  sell  coal.  There  probably  is  not  a  con¬ 
cern  in  the  city  that  will  take  an  order  at  the 
prices  supposed  to  be  current  quotations,  namely, 
$2.25  for  Pocahontas  and  New  River  lump  and 
egg  and  $1.75  for  Kanawha,  Thacker,  Luhrig, 
etc.  The  highest  sale  reported  thus  far  is  $2.10 
a  ton  for  Darby  four-inch  lump  at  the  mine. 
War  Eagle  lump  and  egg  are  quoted  at  $2.25 
a  ton  at  the  mines.  Kanawha  nut  and  slack 
range  from  sixty-five  cents  upward  at  the 
mines,  while  smokeless  run-of-mine  ranges  from 
$1.40  upward. 

The  river  situation  shows  no  change.  Kana¬ 
wha  and  Pittsburg  lump  afloat  in  barges  are 
worth  7@7j4c  a  bushel,  which  is  equivalent  to 
about  $1.75@1.90  a  ton,  and  nut  and  slack  range 
from  4j4@5j4c  a  bushel  afloat.  In  round  figures 
it  is  worth  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  to  elevate 
this  coal  to  the  top  of  the  river  bank  and  thus 
put  it  on  a  par  with  rail  coal.  The  river  ele¬ 
vators  are  now  a  unit  in  asking  $2.50  a  ton  for 
river  lump  elevated  and  loaded  on  cars,  but 
cars  are  nearly  as  scarce  for  loading  here  as 
they  are  at  the  mines. 

The  coke  trade  continues  to  improve,  even 
more  rapidly  than  coal.  Prices  hardly  go  into 
effect  before  they  are  withdrawn  and  higher 
ones  quoted.  A  common  quotation  for  New 
River  foundry  coke  is  now  $3.75@4.00  a  ton  at 
the  ovens,  while  furnace  is  selling  at  $3.00@ 
3.25.  The  car  supply  for  coke  shipments  is  fully 
as  scant  as  it  is  for  coal. 

No  Advance  in  Retail  Prices. 

There  is  a  peculiar  state  of  affairs  in  the 
local  retail  market.  With  increasing  wholesale 
prices  the  most  natural  thing  in  the  world  is 
to  expect  an  advance  in  retail  prices,  but  this 
has  not  come.  It  has  been  much  discussed  in¬ 
formally,  and  everybody  is  of  the  opinion  that 
the  retail  price  of  soft  coal  should  have  been 
raised  as  early  as  October  first,  and  surely  on 


November  first,  but  it  develops  that  an  old 
grudge  between  prominent  river  dealers  is  di¬ 
rectly  responsible  for  the  retail  prices  remain¬ 
ing  where  they  are  so  long.  Suburban  dealers 
are  clamoring  for  an  advance,  claiming  they 
are  making  no  money,  but  they  can  not  raise 
their  prices  until  those  in  the  city  go  up.  It  is 
likely  that  Pittsburg,  Kanawha  and  other  stand¬ 
ard  grades  of  bituminous  coal  will  be  advanced 
in  a  few  days,  for  so  many  dealers  are  now  buy¬ 
ing  high-priced  coal  wholesale  that  they  will  be 
compelled  to  raise  their  price  or  get  out  of  busi¬ 
ness. 

Current  quotations  are  $3.25  a  ton  for  Kana¬ 
wha,  Pittsburg,  Thacker  and  Fairmont,  and  $3.00 
a  ton  for  Luhrig  lump  delivered  to  families. 
Pocahontas  and  New  River  sell  for  $4.00  and 
anthracite  $7.50.  Nut  and  slack  ranges  at  $1.75 
@2.25  and  run-of-mine  $2.15@2.50  delivered  to 
steam  plants. 

Daily  Paper  and  Coal  Cars. 

A  local  daily  newspaper,  under  a  two-line 
head  of  “Coal  Cars  Plentiful — Many  Will  Be 
Available  Despite  the  General  Shortage,”  car¬ 
ried  the  following  item  Monday;  “Despite  the 
general  shortage  of  freight  cars  suffered  by  all 
the  railroads,  it  is  not  likely  that  the  supply  of 
coal  cars  available  will  be  insufficient  to  carry 
the  heavy  shipment  of  fuel  made  necessary  by 
the  advent  of  winter.  A  railroad'  traffic  offi¬ 
cial  declared  yesterday  that  there  would  be  no 
lack  of  coal  cars  and  that  the  consumers  need 
feel  no  apprehension  over  a  possible  shortage. 
‘There  is  a  general  shortage  of  freight  cars, 
despite  the  fact  that  some  roads  seek  to  disclaim 
it,’  he  said,  ‘but  the  outlook  is  for  plenty  of 
coal  cars.  The  roads  are  making  efforts  to  keep 
as  many  cars  as  possible  in  reserve,  and  this  is 
particularly  true  of  coal  cars.’  ”  It  is  in  this 
manner  that  the  great  metropolitan  daily  news¬ 
papers  keep  the  public  informed  (?)  on  coal  mat¬ 
ters. 

River  Company  Makes  Big  Sale. 

The  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  known  generally  as  the  river  combine, 
has  just  closed,  through  its  local  sales  agent, 
Walter  B.  Crail,  an  unusual  sale  of  coal  to  the 
Cincinnati,  Gas  Coke,  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  The 
sale  aggregates  between  7,000,000  and  8,000,000 
bushels  of  gas  coal  and  about  two  years  will 
elapse  before  the  total  tonnage  can  be  deliv¬ 
ered.  The  price  at  which  this  vast  amount  of 
fuel  changes  hands  is  not  given  out.  The  Gas 
&  Electric  Co.  already  had  large  contracts  with 
the  Kanawha  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  and  the  Kanawha 
Fuel  Co.  for  Kanawha  coal,  but  this  last  sale  is 
Pittsburg  coal. 

NEWS  NOTES  AND  PERSONALS. 

J.  J.  Sullivan,  vice-president  of  the  Damascus 
Coal  Co.,  returned  Wednesday  morning  from  a 
trip  through  Michigan. 

Lee  Shaffer,  the  well  known  Hamilton,  Ohio, 
coal  dealer,  is  just  able  to  be  out  again  after 
an  illness  of  five  weeks. 

F.  L.  Garrison,  president  of  the  Kanawha 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  left  Tuesday  for  Charleston 
and  his  West  Virginia  mines. 

Capt.  Edward  Schonebaum,  manager  of  the 
Otto  Marmet  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  is  having  his 
two  towboats,  the  Otto  Marmet  and  the  Ray¬ 


mond,  fully  repaired  at  the  Queen  City  Marine 
Ways  and  put  into  first-class  condition  for  the 
winter  trade. 

The  Virginia  Anthracite  Coal  Co.,  which  has 
had  an  office  here  for  a  year  or  so,  will  close  up 
its  local  branch  on  December  first. 

Robert  S.  Magee,  vice-president  of  the  Cur¬ 
ran  Coal  Co.,  spent  most  of  the  week  at  the 
mines  trying  to  hurry  some  coal  forward. 

William  Clauss,  president  of  the  Cincinnati 
Gas  Coke,  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  is  making  a  trip 
through  the  west,  including  the  cities  of  Chicago 
and  Milwaukee. 

An  explosion  of  the  boiler  of  the  steam  coal 
shovel  of  the  Queen  City  Coal  Co.  last  Thurs¬ 
day  caused  the  death  of  Richard  Mullen,  the  as¬ 
sistant  engineer. 

William  Sweeny,  manager  for  Percy  Heilner 
&  Son,  is  short  of  coal  and  is  spending  all  his 
time  at  the  mines  making  an  effort  to  get  as 
much  tonnage  through  as  possible. 

C.  R.  Coleman,  of  the  Kentucky  Fuel  Co., 
East  Bernstadt,  Ky.,  was  a  Cincinnati  business 
visitor  during  the  week.  The  Brown-Hosea  Coal 
Co.  sells  most  of  the  output  of  this  company. 

H.  G.  Cass,  of  Anderson  &  Shaffer,  Hamilton, 
Ohio,  spent  Tuesday  here  among  the  coal  offices. 
While  his  company  is  not  out  of  coal,  having  a 
large  quantity  stored,  it  is  not  getting  it  fast 
enough  to  meet  current  demands,  and  it  is  loath 
to  move  its  stored  product  so  early. 

The  circuit  court  of  appeals  began  Tuesday 
to  hear  the  arguments  of  the  Luhrig  Coal  Co., 
appealing  the  case  wherein  a  former  decision 
was  rendered  giving  judgment  against  it  in 
favor  of  the  Jones  &  Adams  Co.  for  $60,000 
damages  for  alleged  breach  of  contract. 

R.  A.  Jaynes,  manager  of  the  Darby  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  is  making  a  tour  of  the  Jellico  dis¬ 
trict  this  week  and  will  visit  his  own  mines  be¬ 
fore  he  returns.  The  Darby  company’s  new 
mining  plant  is  now  working  perfectly,  and  the 
only  thing  in  the  world  needed  is  more  cars. 

D.  E.  Layhe,  traffic  manager  and  western 
sales  agent  of  the  New  River  Consolidated  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  with  headquarters  here,  is  putting 
in  considerable  time  at  the  various  mines  in  the 
New  River  district,  exerting  himself  toward 
getting  as  much  coal  out  as  possible.  His  com¬ 
pany  is  considerably  behind  in  filling  its  or¬ 
ders,  as  are  many  other  selling  companies. 

Arthur  J.  MacBride,  manager  of  the  Chicago 
office  of  the  New  River  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  stopped  here  for  a  day  on  his  return 
from  a  trip  to  the  mines.  Mr.  MacBride  is  a 
Cincinnati  railroad  boy,  and  has  scores  of 
friends  in  the  Queen  City  who  are  glad  he  is 
making  a  decided  success  of  the  coal  business 
in  Chicago.  He  is  always  a  welcome  visitor 
here. 

At  the  request  of  the  river  coal  men  of  Cin¬ 
cinnati,  the  Cincinnati  chamber  of  commerce  has 
made  a  formal  appeal  to  Secretary  of  War  Taft 
for  protection  from  ice  in  the  river.  Last  win¬ 
ter  over  $550,000  damage  was  done  at  Cincin¬ 
nati  by  the  action  of  the  ice,  and  it  is  believed 
that  a  series  of  ice  piers  along  the  river  front 
will  greatly  lessen  the  losses.  The  government 
is  asked  to  build  the  piers. 

D.  E.  Spangler,  superintendent  of  transpor¬ 
tation  of  the  Norfolk  &  Western  railroad,  spent 
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a  day  or  tv/o  in  Cincinnati  this  week.  He  was 
a  caller  at  a  number  of  coal  offices.  Mr.  Spang¬ 
ler  is  very  popular  with  the  coal  men  and  they 
all  have  great  faith  in  him  as  a  railroad  man. 
He  has  kept  the  equipment  of  the  Norfolk  & 
Western  moving  wonderfully  well  all  summer 
and  fall,  and  is  now  serving  the  mines  with 
fewer  cars  because  connecting  railroads  are  not 
moving  Norfolk  &  Western  cars  out  of  Cin¬ 
cinnati. 

Charles  A.  Hinsch,  of  the  Hinsch  Coal  Co.,  is 
also  president  of  the  Fifth  National  bank,  which 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Nov.  16. —  {Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.)- — The  weather  has  been  warm  in 
the  southwest  tliis  week,  and  yet  the  coal  trade 
in  all  its  branches  has  been  active.  Last  Sunday 
was  too  warm  a  day  in  Kansas  City  for  over¬ 
coats,  and  yet  there  were  more  coal  wagons 
than  ice  carts  on  the  streets.  Retail  dealers 
who  have  been  behind  in  their  orders  delivered 
coal  all  day  Sunday  in  an  effort  to  catch  up. 
This  shows  the  condition  of- the  domestic  trade, 
which  is  remarkable  considering  the  tempera¬ 
ture  and  the  fact  that  prices  have  been  raised 
twice  since  September.  The  demand  for  coal 
for  transportation  and  manufacturing  purposes 
is  also  large  and  is  increasing  in  volume. 

“The  coal  man  has  started  out  pretty  well  this 
season,”  said  one  of  the  leading  operators  of 
the  southwest,  “and  I  look  for  a  constantly  grow¬ 
ing  trade  until  next  March.  We  only  need  two 
things  now  to  make  us  content — cold  weather  and 
more  cars.  The  first  is  certain  to  come,  but  I 
am  doubtful  about  the  latter.  Prices  are  on  a 
fairly  profitable  basis  now,  but  I  look  for  another 
advance  in  wholesale  and  retail  quotations  be¬ 
fore  Christmas.  The  shortage  of  cars  has  cur¬ 
tailed  the  production  of  some  of  the  southwest¬ 
ern  mines,  in  fact,  we  can  not  get  enough  cars 
unless  we  are  filling  an  order  for  the  railroads 
themselves.  Then  they  produce  the  empties. 

Railroad  Coal  Consumption  Heavy. 

“The  railroads  are  tremendously  busy  and  are 
burning  more  coal  than  ever  before  in  their  his¬ 
tory.  There  is  less  coal  in.  storage  than  there  was 
a  year  ago,  and  with  an  average  winter  I  look 
for  some  lively  times  in  the  southwestern  coal 
market.  One  week  of  extreme  weather  would 
exhaust  the  coal  in  storage,  and  then  you  would 
see  the  railroads  confiscating  fuel  by  the  train¬ 
load,  and  read  in  the  newspaper  of  a  coal  fam¬ 
ine  in  Kansas  City  and  other  western  towns. 
I  believe  some  of  the  dealers  will  have  trouble 
in  keeping  their  contracts  this  winter  and  the 
manufacturer  who  receives  coal  every  day  or 
two  may  have  to  shut  down  for  a  time.  Con¬ 
ditions  like  these,  of  course,  wilt  have  a  tendency 
to  make  prices  buoyant. 

“The  car  situation  is  better  this  week  than  it 
has  been  recently,  but  the  big  corn  crop  is 
about  ready  to  market  and  this  means  more 
trouble  for  the  coal  man  and  the  coal  con¬ 

sumer.  Corn  will  be  moving  just  about  the  time 
that  the  weather  becomes  really  cold  and  cars 
will  be  mighty  scarce. 

“The  activity  of  the  coal,  trade  is  a  surprise 
to  some  of  the  operators  who  feared  that  the 
unprofitable  experiences  of  last  winter  might  be 
repeated.  But  many  of  the  small  operators  were 
frozen  out  last  spring  and  the  big  ones  now 

have  all  they  can  do.  The  introduction  of  natu¬ 
ral  gas  and  fuel  oil  in  some  of  the  southwest¬ 
ern  cities  has  had  less  effect  on  the  coal  trade 

than  was  expected.  Many  families  and  some 
factories  are  burning  natural  gas,  and  yet  the 
domestic  as  well  as  the  wholesale  coal  demand 
is  greater  than  it  was  last  year.  Fuel  oil  has 
kept  down  the  price  of  slack  coal  in  Kansas,  but 
a  reduction  of  freight  rates  by  the  railroads 
has  enabled  operators  to  successfully  compete 
with  the  oil.  I  believe  there  will  be  a  profitable 
market  for  every  ton  of  coal  that  is  mined  this 
winter  in  Kansas,  Missouri,  Arkansas  and  the 
Indian  Territory.” 

Premiums  Offered  for  Coal. 

The  shortage  of  freight  cars  in  the  west  af¬ 
fects  the  movement  of  live  stock,  merchandise 
and  grain  as  well  as  coal.  Several  Kansas  coal 


has  just  had  its  banking  room  in  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  building  remodeled  and  refitted  at 
a  cost  of  $75,000.  Mr.  Hinsch  gave  an  “open¬ 
ing”  at  the  bank  last  Saturday  and  several 
thousand  business  men  and  women  called  upon 
him.  I'he  bank  was  profusely  decorated  with 
-American  Beauty  roses  and  chrysanthemums 
and  presented  a  very  handsome  appearance.  C. 
A.  Hinsch  does  not  give  much  attention  to  the 
coal  business,  his  brother.  Chapman  R.  Hinsch, 
being  the  general  manager  of  the  Hinsch  Coal  & 
Coke  Co. 


Coal  Trade. 

mines  have  been  compelled  to  shut  down  tem¬ 
porarily  because  of  a  shortage  of  cars.  Some 
coal  dealers  in  western  Kansas  have  offered  a 
premium  of  from  twenty-five  to  seventy-five 
cents  a  ton  to  operators  for  prompt  delivery  of 
coal.  The  premium  could  not  be  accepted  be¬ 
cause  the  delivery  could  not  be  assured. 

Governor  Folk,  of  Missouri,  has  sent  out  in¬ 
structions  to  the  mine  inspectors  to  enforce  the 
state  eight-hour  law  for  all  miners,  the  con¬ 
stitutionality  of  which  has  been  upheld  by  the 
United  States  supreme  court.  The  law  has 
practically  been  enforced  in  the  coal  mines  since 
it  became  operative  and  Governor  Folk’s  order 
applies  particularly  to  the  lead  and  zinc  miners 
in  southwest  Missouri. 

S.  W.  Kniffin,  former  secretary  of  the  South¬ 
western  Interstate  Coal  Operators’  Association, 
is  organizing  a  new  coal  company  to  operate  in 


Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  Nov.  16.— (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — A  better  feeling  between  the  opera¬ 
tors  of  the  New  River  and  Kanawha  fields  and 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad  officials  is  very  likely 
to  come  from  a  conference  held  in  the  city  of 
Charleston  yesterday.  This  conference  followed 
the  recent  meeting  at  Richmond,  where  the  oper¬ 
ators’  complaints  were  taken  up  and  where  it 
was  announced  that  an  order  for  4,000  cars  had 
been  placed  by  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  to  relieve 
depressing  conditions. 

President  George  W.  Stevens  and  other  high 
officials  of  the  railroad  were  at  Charleston  to 
look  over  the  ground  and  they  invited  the  opera¬ 
tors  to  meet  with  them.  After  the  affair  in  hand 
was  discussed  the  operators  were  the  guests  of 
President  otevens  at  a  banquet. 

In  this  connection  there  is  an  interesting  and 
fairly  well  authenticated  report  that  steps  are  un¬ 
der  way  for  the  formation  of  a  consolidation  to 
embrace  all  or  nearly  all  of  the  New  River  opera¬ 
tors.  This  gossip  may  not  have  any  relation 
whatever  to  the  conference  or  to  the  conditions 
complained  of,  and  may  be  onlv  a  coincidence. 

But  as  the  dominating  railroad  interests  in 
other  fields  in  West  Virginia  and  other  states 
have  completed  affiliations  with  mining  companies 
controlling  the  output  of  their  respective  districts 
it  would  be  only  natural  if  such  a  plan  was 
being  considered  in  the  New  River  region,  which 
so  far  has  been  free  from  corporate  mergers. 
Combinations  have  been  attempted  before  in  that 
field,  but  without  the  desired  success. 

Will  Promote  Better  Feeling. 

The  conference  with  these  officials  will  do 
much,  however,  to  promote  a  better  feeling  mu¬ 
tually.  The  recent  big  car  order  was  received 
as  an  indication  of  the  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
railroad  to  give  better  service,  although  it  will 
be  some  months  before  the  order  can  be  filled. 

Nothing  further  has  developed  in  the  reported 
steps  to  consolidate  the  important  mining  proper¬ 
ties  in  the  eastern  Ohio  district.  When  the 
situation  there  is  considered  it  is  evident  that 
such  a  project  will  be  difficult  to  promote.  The 
three  largest  companies  are  each  capitalized  in 
the  millions  and  appear  to  have  no  trouble  in 
marketing  their  coal,  their  present  complaint 
being  the  prevailing  short  car  supply.  These  are 
the  M.  A.  Hanna  Coal  Co.,  the  Lorain  Coal  & 


the  Pittsburg,  Kas.,  field.  He  has  secured  op¬ 
tions  on  1,000  acres  of  coal  land  north  of  Pitts¬ 
burg.  with  connections  on  the  Frisco  and  Mis¬ 
souri  Pacific  railroads.  The  land  is  said  to 
be  underlaid  with  a  three-foot  vein  of  coal, 
and  the  purchase  price  of  the  tract,  it  is  said, 
was  $100,000. 

J.  N.  Hodges,  general  manager  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  &  Midway  Coal  Co.,  has  bought  eighty 
acres  of  coal  land  north  of  Pittsburg,  Kas.,  for 
$4,000. 

Western  Mining  Notes. 

A  race  war  is  on  at  the  mines  of  the  Degnan 
Z.  McConnell  Coal  Co.,  Howe,  1.  T.,  as  a  result 
of  negro  miners  being  imported  to  wotk  in  the 
mines.  The  houses  of  the  negro  miners  were 
ransacked  and  all  firearms  taken  hy  the  whites. 
'I'hey  were  then  allowed  twenty-four  hours  in 
which  to  leave  the  town. 

The  Wear  Coal  Co.,  of  Pittsburg,  Kas.,  is 
securing  coal  land  interests  in  Colorado.  The 
companv  has  purchased  5,000  acres  of  coal  land 
near  Mayden,  Colo.  The  land  was  secured  by 
Mr.  Mansfield,  western  agent  for  the  com¬ 
pany,  who  also  purchased  530  acres  additional 
for  his  own  use. 

The  Indian  Territory  Coal  Operators’  Asso¬ 
ciation  held  a  meeting  this  week  at  South  Mc- 
Alester  to  consider  the  shortage  of  cars.  It  is 
said  that  all  the  mines  have  orders  which  would 
require  them  to  work  at  full  capacity,  but  that 
the  railroads  are  apparently  unable  to  Rirnish 
cars  to  haul  the  output.  The  heavy  grain  crops 
in  the  north  and  northwest  have  drawn  away 
more  than  the  normal  number  of  cars,  and  the 
coal  district  is  suffering  accordingly. 


Dock  Co.  and  the  Youghiogheny  &  Ohio  Coal  Co. 
Among  the  most  of  small  operators  the  con¬ 
solidation  idea  will  appeal  with  more  force. 

The  West  Virginia  state  board  of  trade,  formed 
last  month,  has  sent  a  communication  to  the  Nor¬ 
folk  &  Western,  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  and  Balti¬ 
more  &  Ohio  railroad,  requesting  lower  freight 
rates  for  coal  between  local  points  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia.  It  was  stated  that  reduced  rates-  would 
foster  additional  manufacturing  enterprises  in 
the  state.  The  request  was  based  on  an  allega¬ 
tion  that  the  roads  were  carrying  coal  out  of  the 
state  to  distant  points  for  less  money  than  within 
West  Virginia.  Replies  have  been  received  from 
the  Norfolk  &  Western  and  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
companies,  in  which  this  allegation  is  courteously 
refuted.  The  alleged  discrimination  was  denied 
and  the  request  for  lower  rates  was  not  complied 
with. 

Fairmont  Production  One-Half  of  Normal. 

The  October  loading  in  the  Fairmont  field  was 
just  one-half  what  it  should  have  been  with  a 
normal  car  supply.  Among  certain  shippers  in 
that  field  not  identified  with  the  Fairmont  Coal 
Co.  there  were  intimations  and  hints  that  this 
company  was  being  unduly  favored  by  the  rail¬ 
road.  Immediately  upon  being  apprised  of  this 
talk.  General  Manager  L.  L.  Malone,  of  the  coal 
company,  invited  the  kickers  to  inspect  the  books 
to  see  for  themselves.  This  frank  invitation  set¬ 
tled  the  matter  and  there  apparently  is  no  desire 
on  the  part  of  the  discontented  to  resurrect  the 
subject. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  business  of  this  com¬ 
pany  has  suffered  severely,  due  to  the  inability 
of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  to  furnish  even 
a  fair  quota  of  cars.  For  several  weeks  past 
the  situation  has  been  so  bad  that  it  has  been  out 
of  the  open  market  and  has  been  obliged  to  pur¬ 
chase  river  coal  to  supply  some  of  its  regular 
trade.  The  car  problem  has  taxed  the  Fairmont 
Coal  Co.  officials  to  the  utmost  and  their  miners 
only  occasionally  work  a  full  week. 

Chief  Mine  Inspector  Paul  declares  that  this 
is  the  danger  season  in  mining.  The  changes 
in  atmospheric  conditions  at  this  time  of  the  year 
make  explosions  more  likely  than  at  any  other 
period,  and  he  hopes  that  mine  workers  will  ex¬ 
ercise  proper  pre.  His  investigation  of  the  re¬ 
cent  accident  in  the  Tidewater  mines  at  Vivian, 
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where  seven  negro  miners  were  killed  by  an  ex¬ 
plosion,  develops  that  the  men  took  a  keg  of 
powder  into  the  mine  with  them  in  violation  of 
the  operators’  orders. 

Samuel  Dixon,  the  New  River  operator,  is 
spreading  out  into  the  Pocahontas  field  and  has 


organized  the  Dixon  Pocahontas  Co.  to  develop 
lands  in  McDowell  county. 

Because  the  management  loaded  cars  when  the 
Robey  mine  was  not  working,  the  400  miners  are 
on  strike.  The  mine  is  on  the  Wheeling  &  Lake 
Erie  division  of  the  Wabash. 


Company  Has  New  Vice-President 


At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Western  Maryland  railroad,  held  at  its  offices, 
120  Broadway,  New  York,  on  Thursday,  Novem¬ 
ber  ninth,  Thomas  B.  Davis  Jr.  was  elected  vice- 
president  of  the  Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  an 
affiliated  corporation,  with  full  power  to  control 
and  manage  all  the  departments  in  connection 
with  this  interest.  Mr.  Davis,  who  has  been 
identified  with  the  Consolidation,  Fairmont  and 
Somerset  coal  companies  as  assistant  general 
manager  of  sales  for  several  years,  consented, 
after  continued  negotiations,  to  accept  this  im¬ 
portant  position. 

The  duties  of  this  office,  which  he  will  assume 


The  new  vice-president  of  the  Davis  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  is  a  son  of  William  R.  Davis,  the  lat¬ 
ter  being  a  brother  of  Henry  G.  E>avis,  who  is 
so  prominent  in  coal  mining  circles  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia.  These  two  brothers  went  into  partnership 
many  years  ago,  locating  at  Piedmont,  W.  Va., 
where  they  became  interested  in  the  coal  industry 
and  were  the  pioneer  operators  of  the  state.  Their 
interest  in  the  development  of  this  territory  has 
been  attended  with  wonderful  progress  since 
then,  until  today  they  are  the  owners  of  important 
coal  properties,  have  extensive  railroad  holdings 
and  are  engaged  in  many  other  business  activi¬ 
ties.  Piedmont  was  the  name  given  to  the  town 


as  soon  as  his  personal  affairs  will  permit,  prob¬ 
ably  within  a  week  or  two,  will  be  arduous  and 
comprehensive  when  it  is  considered  that  the 
Western  Maryland  will  be  linked  up  with  the 
West  Virginia  Central  &  Pittsburg  railroad  by 
the  first  of  the  year.  When  this  has  been  ac¬ 
complished  it  is  proposed  to  develop  and  broaden 
out  the  present  large  interests  of  the  coal  com¬ 
pany  by  increasing  its  business  materially  in 
both  the  eastern  and  western  markets.  Mr.  Davis 
is  well  fitted  to  undertake  and  execute  the  work 
which  will  be  under  his  direction  and  control, 
having  been  identified  with  the  company  at  an 
earlier  period,  when  his  ability  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  coal  operations  was  demonstrated.  Later 
he  was  individually  interested  in  the  Fairmont 
field,  and  his  success  in  that  connection  brought 
the  present  appointment,  an  office  which  has  not 
been  filled  for  years. 

Mr.  Davis  will  sever  his  connection  with  the 
three  large  companies,  with  the  management  of 
which  he  was  closely  identified.  It  was  with  some 
hesitancy  and  many  regrets  that  he  gave  up  asso¬ 
ciations  which  were  so  harmonious  and  pleas¬ 
ant,  though  he  still  retains  his  financial  interest 
in  these  corporations. 


at  that  time,  and  was  adopted  to  designate  the 
big  vein  Cumberland  coal,  which  was  one  of  the 
first  they  ever  produced. 

Is  a  Graduate  of  Yale. 

Spending  most  of  his  younger  years  in  West 
Virginia,  T.  B.  Davis  Jr.  attended  Yale  univer¬ 
sity  and  was  graduated  in  the  class  of  1897. 
After  leaving  his  studies  he  took  a  position  in 
the  operating  department  of  the  Davis  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  Here  he  served  on  the  engineer  corps, 
then  became  assistant  foreman  of  the  mines,  suc¬ 
ceeding  this  by  becoming  foreman,  assistant  su¬ 
perintendent,  and  later  general  superintendent. 
Having  obtained  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
mining  department,  he  acquired  several  mines  in 
the  Fairmont  region,  which  he  operated  inde¬ 
pendently.  While  so  occupied  he  became  asso¬ 
ciated  with  Clarence  W.  Watson,  now  president 
of  the  Fairmont,  Consolidation  and  Somerset 
companies,  the  largest  operator  in  that  region. 
When  plans  had  matured  for  the  formation  of 
the  Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  he  sold  out  his  mines  to 
the  Watson  interests  and  became  directly  inter¬ 
ested  with  them,  later  devoting  his  time  to  the 
formation  of  the  Somerset  Coal  Co.  and  to  se¬ 


curing  its  coal  interests,  becoming  general  mana¬ 
ger  of  this  company  in  1902.  About  a  year  later, 
in  1903,  at  the  request  of  President  Watson,  who 
desired  his  services  in  the  sales  department,  he 
was  appointed  to  the  position  which  he  has  just 
resigned. 

Mr.  Davis,  as  vice-president,  will  have  his  office 
at  No.  1  Broadway,  New  York  City.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Yale  club,  the  University  club  of 
New  York  and  the  Maryland  club  of  Baltimore. 


Miners  Call  Wage  Meeting. 

President  Thomas  D.  Nicholls,  of  Efistrict  No. 
1,  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  has  issued 
the  call  for  the  anthracite  miners’  convention  to 
be  held  at  Shamokin,  Pa.,  on  December  four¬ 
teenth,  for  the  purpose  of  formulating  the  de¬ 
mands  to  be  made  upon  the  operators  at  the 
expiration  of  the  present  agreement  next  April. 
The  call  is  as  follows: 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  Districts  i,  7  and 

9,  United  Mine  IVorkers  of  America: 

Gentlemen — You  are  aware  that  the  awards  of 
the  anthracite  coal  strike  commission  will  expire 
on  March  thirty-first,  1906,  and  that  the  impor¬ 
tant  questions  arising  because  of  this  fact  must  be 
duly  considered  by  the  mine  workers  of  the  an¬ 
thracite  region.  Therefore,  in  pursuance  of  a 
decision  of  the  executive  boards  of  Districts  1, 
7  and  9,  you  are  hereby  notified  that  a  joint  con¬ 
vention  of  Districts  1,  7  and  9  will  be  held  in 
the  G.  A.  R.  opera  house  at  Shamokin,  Pa., 
commencing  Thursday,  December  fourteenth, 
1905,  at  10  a.  m. 

The  object  of  the  convention  will  be  to  con¬ 
sider  and  take  action  concerning  conditions  of 
employment,  to  become  effective  after  March 
thirty-first,  1906. 

Inasmuch  as  this  will  be  a  most  important  con¬ 
vention,  it  is  hoped  that  local  unions  will  use 
great  care  in  selecting  as  delegates  members  who 
are  well  known  as  best  fitted  to  represent  the 
local  unions. 

Delegates  shall  be  elected  directly  from  the 
local  unions  and  shall  have  one  vote  for  100 
members  or  less  and  an  additional  vote  for  each 
100  members  or  majority  fraction  thereof,  but 
no  representative  shall  have  more  than  five  votes, 
and  no  person  .shall  be  eligible  as  representative 
who  is  not  a  miner  or  mine  worker  or  employed 
by  the  organization,  and  is  a  bona  fide  member 
of  a  local  union  in  the  district  where  said  dele¬ 
gates  reside.  Note:  The  term  “miner  or  mine 
worker’’  includes  any  one  working  in  or  around 
the  mines  and  a  member  of  a  local  union. 

Local  unions  which  are  in  arrears  for  the  two 
months  preceding  the  month  of  December  shall 
not  be  entitled  to  representation;  that  is,  locals 
must  have  paid  up  in  full  at  least  to  the  month 
of  November  before  being  entitled  to  send  a 
delegate. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  by  a 
joint  meeting  of  the  executive  boards  of  Districts 
1,  7  and  9: 

Delegates  to  Be  Selected. 

“Inasmuch  as  delegates  who  attend  the  joint 
convention  will  be  directly  familiar  with  the  work 
on  hand  at  that  time,  we,  therefore,  recommend : 

“That  local  unions  select  the  national  dele¬ 
gates  from  among  only  such  delegates  as  have 
attended  the  meetings.’’ 

The  local  secretary  will  read  this  circular  at 
the  first  regular  meeting,  and  in  order  that  each 
member  wfill  have  an  opportunity  to  vote  in  the 
selection  of  delegates,  the  local  will  arrange  to 
give  all  members  at  least  one  week’s  notice  of 
the  time  of  meeting  when  the  election  of  dele¬ 
gates  will  take  place. 

Local  secretaries  w’ill  have  the  credential 
marked  “Duplicate’’  properly  filled  out  and  re¬ 
turned  to  the  secretary  of  the  district  to  which 
the  local  belongs  not  later  than  Saturday,  De¬ 
cember  tenth,  locals  in  District  No.  1  sending 
them  to  John  T.  Dempsey,  407  Pauli  building, 
Scranton,  Pa. ;  District  No.  7  to  John  P.  Gal¬ 
lagher,  53  Seager  building,  Hazleton,  Pa. ;  Dis¬ 
trict  No.  9  to  George  W.  Hartlein,  Shamokin. 
Pa. 

The  credential  marked  “Original”  must  be 
presented  by  the  delegate  at  the  convention. 

Fraternally  yours, 

T.  D.  Nicholls,  President  District  No.  i. 

W.  H.  Dettrey,  President  District  No.  7. 

John  Fahv,  President  District  No.  p. 


No.  20] 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


25 


Western  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


M.  M.  Blunt  is  a  new  retail  coal  dealer  at 
Preston,  Minn. 

E.  A.  Fulcomer  has  succeeded  to  the  retail 
coal  business  of  J.  Fulcomer  &  Son  at  Belle¬ 
ville,  Kas. 

A.  M.  Clavin,  a  well  known  coal  dealer  at 
Sterling,  Ill.,  was  in  Chicago  during  the  week 
on  business. 

J.  W.  Lowe,  shipper  of  bituminous  coal.  Old 
Colony  building,  Chicago,  was  at  Dayton,  Ohio, 
this  week,  on  a  business  trip. 

Fred  Scherer,  a  leading  retail  coal  merchant  at 
Ottawa,  Ill.,  was  in  Chicago  during  the  week 
hurrying  up  shipments  of  coal. 

F.  R.  Johnson,  of  the  De  Camp  Fuel  Co.,  St. 
Louis,  and  the  De  Camp  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Chi¬ 
cago,  was  in  the  latter  city  this  week  on  business. 

C.  L.  Thompson,  general  manager  of  sales 
of  the  Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  Erie,  Pa.,  was  in 
Chicago  the  latter  part  of  last  week  on  a  busi¬ 
ness  trip. 

Walter  S.  Bogle,  president  of  the  Crescent 
Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Plymouth  building,  Chi¬ 
cago,  has  returned  from  an  eastern  business  trip 
of  several  weeks’  duration. 

H.  D.  Brown,  of  the  Brown  Coal  Co.,  Sioux 
City,  Iowa,  was  in  Chicago  this  week  calling 
upon  a  number  of  his  friends  among  the  ship¬ 
ping  companies. 

Col.  T.  N.  Mordue,  resident  manager  of  Cast- 
ner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Old  Colony  building,  Chi¬ 
cago,  returned  the  early  part  of  the  week  from 
an  eastern  business  trip. 

C.  M.  Howard  &  Co.,  retail  coal  dealers  at 
Merrill,  Wis.,  have  sold  out  their  business  to 
Robert  Traulow  and  W.  H.  Cannon,  who  will 
conduct  it  in  the  future. 

C.  W.  Gilmore,  vice-president  of  the  Crescent 
Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Plymouth  building,  Chi 
cago,  left  for  Cincinnati  on  a  business  trip  Tues¬ 
day  evening  of  this  week. 

The  Saylor  Coal  Co.  has  purchased  a  tract  of 
land  along  the  Northwestern  railroad,  about  two 
miles  south  of  Ankeny,  Iowa,  and  will  develop 
it.  The  consideration  was  $8,450. 

R.  N.  Shaw,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Cline-Shaw  Fuel  Co.,  Galesburg,  Ill.,  was  a 
visitor  to  Chicago  this  week,  spending  most  of 
the  time  looking  after  coal  shipments. 

William  Clauss,  president  of  the  Cincinnati 
Gas  Coke,_  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  was  in  Chicago  the  early  part  of  the  week 
looking  after  his  extensive  local  business  inter¬ 
ests. 

Carl  Scholz,  president  of  the  Rock  Island 
Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  is  in 
Indian  territory  this  week  looking  after  the 
operating  interests  of  the  company  in  that  re¬ 
gion. 

E.  M._  Platt,  general  western  sales  agent  of 
the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Western  Union 
building,  is_  in  the  east  this  week  on  a  business 
trip  and  will  visit  New  York  and  Philadelphia 
before  his  return. 

George  Cronks,  vice-president  and  treasurer 
of  _C.  B.  Havens  &  Co.,  Omaha,  Neb.,  was  in 
Chicago  during  the  week  looking  up  the  local 
coal  situation  and  hurrying  up  shipments  to 
Missouri  river  territory. 

L.  H.  Smith,  of  the  Spring  Valley  Coal  Co., 
Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  was  confinecj  to 
his  home  several  days  the  latter  part  of  last 
week  and  early  part  of  the  present  week  as  a 
result  of  a  severe  attack  of  the  grip. 

The  Bituminous  Coal  Operators’  Association 
of  the  eighth  district  recently  held  a  meeting  at 
Peoria  and  elected  officers  as  follows :  Presi- 
dnt,  Isaac  Wantling,  Peoria;  vice-president,  W. 
J.  Spencer,  Canton;  secretary-treasurer,  Horace 
Clark,  Peoria;  state  board,  Glenn  W.  Traer, 
Chicago;  Richard  Newsam,  Peoria,  and  Robert 
Lee,  Rock  Island. 

Coal  receipts  at  Milwaukee  up  to  November 
first  were  1,908,931  tons.  October  receipts  were : 


Anthracite,  58,748  tons;  bituminous,  134,918  tons. 
During  October,  1904,  113,801  tons  of  anthra¬ 
cite  were  received  and  177,470  tons  of  bitu¬ 
minous  coal.  To  November  first,  this  year,  the 
total  anthracite  received  was  634,300  tons  and 
the  total  of  bituminous,  274,581  tons. 

E.  E.  Grumbine,  formerly  car  clerk  for  Coxe 
Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  the  Rookery,  Chicago,  has  re¬ 
signed  to  accept  a  similar  position  with  the  Sus¬ 
quehanna  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony’  building.  J.  B. 
McCabe,  formerly  car  clerk  with  the  Susque¬ 
hanna  Coal  Co.,  has  accepted  a  position  with  the 
Miami  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  building.  Both  are 
well  known  in  the  Chicago  coal  trade. 

Some  of  the  terminal  companies  in  Chicago 
are  said  to  be  short  of  motive  power  this  week, 
as  a  result  of  which  there  are  many  delays  in 
moving  loaded  coal  cars  after  they  are  re¬ 
consigned  to  retailers  and  consumers.  The  Belt 
railroad  is  said  to  be  the  worst  sufferer  in  this 
respect,  although  the  Chicago  Terminal  also  is 
experiencing  considerable  difficulty  in  furnishing 
prompt  movement  of  coal. 

J.  W.  Dawson,  general  manager  of  the  Kellys 
Creek  Colliery  Co.,  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  writes 
The  Black  Diamond  as  follows:  “You  will 
render  your  readers  a  service  and  confer  a 
favor  upon  us  by  announcing  conspicuously  that 
we  can  not  accept  any  more  orders  -for  coal  to 
be  shipped  before  December  tenth.  We  take 
this  action  to  save  our  friends  the  annoyance 
and  delay  resulting  from  writing  us  for  quota¬ 
tions  and  sending  us  orders,  when  we  already 
have  more  orders  on  our  books  than  can  be 
filled  promptly.” 

The  numerous  friends  of  S.  M.  Dalzell,  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  the  Spring  Valley  Coal  Co. 
and  president  of  the  Illinois  Third-Vein  Coal 
Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  will  be 
pleased  to  learn  that  he  has  so  far  recovered 
from  the  recent  severe  attack  of  rheumatism  as 
to  be  able  to  visit  his  office  several  hours  every 
day  this  week.  Under  proper  medical  care  Mr. 
Dalzell  has  made  rapid  progress  toward  recov¬ 
ery,  although  he  is  still  very  weak  as  a  result 
of  his  long  illness,  extending  over  a  period  of 
about  four  weeks. 

John  J.  Hayes,  the  well  known  shipper  of  coal 
and  coke,  Plymouth  building,  Chicago,  who  has 
been  a  sufferer  from  sciatic  rheumatism  for 
the  past  month,  was  able  to  visit  his  office  for 
the  first  time  on  Monday  of  this  week.  Mr. 
Hayes  has  not  fully  recovered  and  is  very  weak 
as  a  result  of  the  disease,  but  he  felt  that  it  was 
essential  that  he  should  attend  to  several  mat¬ 
ters  of  business  and  came  down  to  his  office  in 
a  carriage.  He  is  now  on  the  road  to  recovery, 
which  will  be  gratifying  news  to  his  numerous 
friends  in  the  coal  trade. 

L.  Ferris,  northwestern  sales  agent  of  Coxe 
Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  with  headquarters  at  Minne¬ 
apolis,  was  in  Chicago  the  early  part  of  the  week 
on  a  business  trip.  Mr.  Ferris  reports  that  the 
car  shortage  in  the  northwest  is  assuming 
alarming  proportions,  particularly  in  territory  to 
the  southwest  of  the  Twin  Cities,  on  both  the 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  and  Chicago  & 
Northwestern  railroads.  Owing  to  the  heavy 
movement  of  merchandise  it  is  the  expectation 
that  the  transportation  situation  in  that  territory 
will  grow  worse  during  the  next  thirty  days  in¬ 
stead  of  better. 

The  free  time  on  coal  standing  at  Chicago 
on  track  was  reduced  on  Wednesday  of  this 
week  from  seven  to  five  days,  the  new  demur¬ 
rage  rule  going  into  effect  with  the  railroad 
companies  without  opposition  on  the  part  of 
coal  shippers.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  rule, 
as  a  temporary  regulation,  is  looked  upon  rather 
as  a  necessity  by  coal  shippers,  owing  to  the 
shortage  of  cars  at  western  mines.  No  doubt 
is  entertained  but  that  it  will  increase  the  equip- 
ment_  available  during  the  present  stringency, 
and  if  it  accomplishes  this  purpose  a  good  end 
will  have  been  attained. 

Most  of  the  Chicago  track  dealers  this  week 
increased  the  price  of  bituminous  coal  to  wagon 
dealers  who  receive  their  supplies  from  this 


source.  This  advance  was  not  general,  but  was 
made  by  individual  dealers,  some  of  them  put¬ 
ting  it  in  effect  the  middle  of  the  week,  while 
others  will  advance  prices  on  Monday.  Some 
will  not  advance  their  selling  figures,  and  where 
advances  have  been  made  they  have  applied  to 
different  coals.  Generally,  Hocking  domestic 
lump  and  nut  are  twenty-five  cents  higher  per 
ton,  while  practically  all  western  coals  have 
advanced  in  the  same  amount. 

A  Chicago  coal  man  who  interviewed  the 
general  freight  and  commercial  agents  of  va¬ 
rious  railroads  out  of  Chicago,  this  week,  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  what  the  prospects 
were  as  to  transportation,  is  of  the  opinion  that 
December  will  see  worse  conditions  than  those 
prevailing  at  present.  This  prediction  is  based 
on  the  statements  made  by  these  officials  to  the 
effect  that  the  merchandise  movement  would 
show  a  heavier  volume.  There  was  much  grain 
in  the  west  yet  to  be  removed,  and  the  corn  crop 
would  he  available  for  movement  within  a  short 
time.  One  of  these  traffic  officials  made  the  as¬ 
sertion  that  coal  men  would  be  lucky  if  they  se¬ 
cured  as  large  a  supply  of  cars  in  Decemher  as 
they  are  receiving  at  present.  There  is  not 
much  encouragement  in  these  assertions  to  op¬ 
erating  interests  who  are  working  mines  only 
one  or  two  days  a  week  as  at  present. 

The  R.  B.  Harder  Coal  Co.,  fifth  floor  of  the 
Plymouth  building,  303  Dearborn  street.  Chi¬ 
cago,  has  increased  its  office  room,  taking  half 
of  the  floor,  which  is  about  double  the  space  that 
was  leased  originally.  Owing  to  the  rapid  growth 
of  the  business  of  the  company  during  the  four 
or  five  months  since  it  was  organized,  this  addi¬ 
tional  space  was  necessary.  A  small  army  of 
stenographers  and  correspondents  is  now  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  company  in  addition  to  a  greatly 
increased  accounting  and  auditing  force.  In  the 
new  quarters  R.  B.  Harder  and  C.  C.  Harder, 
members  of  the  company,  have  a  commodious 
private  office  on  the  Dearborn  street  side.  There 
are  also  private  offices  for  Edward  F.  Cooke 
and  F.  A.  Holmes.  A  switchboard  has  been- 
installed  and  a  reception  room  provided.  This 
company  has  had  a  phenomenal  growth  and  is 
doing  a  very  large  business  with  retail  dealers 
in  all  western  territory. 

A  coal  salesman  who  made  a  trip  through  the 
west  side  coal  yards  in  Chicago  one  day  this 
week  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  stocks  in  track  dealers’  yards  reports  that 
he  was  much  surprised  at  the  small  tonnage  of 
coal  on  hand.  He  says  that  only  one  company 
has  a  stock  as  large  as  usual  at  this  season  and 
some  of  the  dealers  are  even  now  buying  on  a 
hand-to-mouth  basis,  taking  in  coal  when  they 
can  get  it  and  delivering  it  to  customers  by  un¬ 
loading  direct  from  cars  into  delivery  wagons. 
He  asserts  that  if  there  should  be  a  sudden  cold 
wave  or  much  snow,  which  would  further  im¬ 
pede  transportation,  many  of  these  companies 
would  be  out  of  business  owing  to  the  fact  that 
their  stocks  would  be  so  speedily  dissipated  by 
the  orders  which  came  to  them.  He  thinks  the 
outlook  in  the  Chicago  trade  is  serious  as  to  a 
genuine  coal  famine  later  on  unless  transporta¬ 
tion  shows  speedy  improvement. 

While  not  much  improvement  is  noted  in  gen¬ 
eral  western  transportation  as  to  coal,  the  Chi¬ 
cago  &  Eastern  Illinois  railroad  has  slightly  im¬ 
proved  its  service  within  the  past  week,  and 
within  a  short  time,  it  is  believed,  will  be  giv¬ 
ing  much  better  service  to  coal  shippers.  The 
congestion  of  freight  at  Terre  Haute  was  cleaned 
up  last  Sunday,  including  many  coal  cars,  and 
moved  to  Chicago  and  other  points.  There  has 
been  some  trouble  during  the  week  at  Dolton, 
due  to  the  congestion,  which  has  not  been  re¬ 
lieved  fully  at  that  point,  but  this  will  receive 
next  attention,  and  it  is  anticipated  an  improve¬ 
ment  will  occur  at  that  point  within  a  short 
time.  Undoubtedly  the  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illi¬ 
nois  railroad  will  suffer  from  a  shortage  of  cars 
for  some  time  to  come,  as  this  is  a  trouble  that 
is  general  throughout  the  whole  country,  but 
quicker  time  will  be  made  in  moving  loaded  coal 
cars,  and  this  will  result  in  a  heavier  tonnage 
being  handled  in  the  cars  which  are  available. 
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Retailers  ought  to  get  into  the  game.  If  every  one  else  is  making  a 
profit  on  coal,  they  should  feel  that  they  were  entitled  to  it,  and  as  a  matter 
of  fact  they  certainly  are. 

Do  NOT  blame  the  railroads  too  much  on  account  of  the  present  car 
shortage.  Remember,  if  it  were  not  for  these  conditions,  the  price  of  coal 
might  be  considerably  lower. 

A  profit  of  thirty  dollars  on  one  car  of  coal  is  “easier”  money  than  a 
profit  of  thirty  dollars  on  three  cars  of  coal.  There  is  not  so  much  expense 
in  selling  the  former  as  the  latter. 

Do  NOT  forget  the  coal  mine  operator.  If  he  is  operating  his  mine  only 
one  or  two  days  a  week,  you  must  remember  that  his  profits  are  considerably 
curtailed,  because  his  fixed  charges  go  on  just  the  same. 

This  reminds  us  of  old  times.  A  dispatch  from  Moline,  Ill.,  says;  “A 
coal  famine  is  feared  unless  the  weather  man  can  be  induced  to  continue  the 


mild  weather  which  has  been  prevailing.  Not  only  are  fuel  stocks  lower  than 
usual  at  this  time  of  the  year,  but  there  is  a  marked  shortage  of  cars  for 
transporting  the  coal  to  the  retailer.” 

You  CAN  figure  it  out  for  your  elf.  If  there  is  a  boom  in  coal  this 
winter,  and  prices  go  to  a  high  basis,  there  will  be  hundreds  of  new  mines 
opened  in  all  parts  of  the  country  within  the  next  two  years.  Do  we  need 
them  ? 

The  production  of  coal  in  the  United  Kingdom  for  1904  was  232,428,272 
tons,  an  increase  of  2,083,803  tons  over  1903.  Despite  this  increased  produc¬ 
tion,  the  total  value  of  the  product  was  approximately ,$20,000,000  less  than  in 
1903.  'I  his  is  an  indication  of  the  shrinkage  of  coal  values  which  has  occurred 
in  that  country  and  is  about  on  the  same  basis  as  the  shrinkage  which  oc¬ 
curred  in  the  United  States. 

Some  idea  of  the  expansion  in  the  coal  business  that  has  occurred  in 
eastern  Ohio  can  be  obtained  from  the  statistics  of  coal  movement.  For  the 
first  eight  months  of  this  year,  the  Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie  railroad  shipped 
1,675,841  tons,  as  against  1,493,858  tons  for  the  same  period  last  year,  an 
increase  of  181,983  tons.  During  the  same  period  the  Cleveland,  Lorain  & 
Wheeling,  this  year,  shipped  1,327,022  tons,  as  against  1,000,419  tons  for  the 
same  period  last  year,  an  increase  of  326,603  tons.  This  heavier  movement 
of  coal  probably  represents  slightly  more  tonnage  than  the  increased  require¬ 
ments  of  the  country  called  for  during  that  period. 


The  Question  of  Rate  Regulation. 

A  matter  of  considerable  importance  to  busihess  men  generally  has  been 
the  agitation  concerning  the  government  regulation  of  freight  rates.  President 
Roosevelt  has  advocated  a  plan  providing  that  freight  rates  shall  be  equalized 
and  shall  be  placed  under  government  control.  Several  bills  were  introduced 
into  congress  at  the  last  session  having  this  for  their  purpose,  the  most  promi¬ 
nent  being  the  Esch-Townsend  bill.  Recently  two  rate  conventions  were  held 
in  Chicago  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  various  phases  of  this  general 
subject.  It  is  thought  probable  that  congress,  at  its  coming  session,  will  pass 
some  kind  of  a  rate  regulation  bill. 

Generally,  the  coal  men  of  the  country,  both  operators  and  shippers,  have 
not  taken  much  interest  in  this  subject,  except  occasionally  to  go  on  record 
in  favor  of  the  present  order  of  things.  There  never  has  been  any  serious 
complaint  from  coal  producers  or  shippers  as  to  the  prevailing  freight  rates 
on  this  commodity.  They  are  satisfied  that  the  expense  of  carrying  it  is 
reasonably  low,  and,  while  occasionally  there  is  some  agitation  in  favor  of 
a  revision  of  freight  rates  from  some  one  territory  to  consuming  points,  the 
sentiment  in  favor  of  such  revision  has  never  been  vigorous  or  bitter.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  freight  rates  on  coal  at  present  are  fairly  well  equalized  as  to 
the  quality  of  the  product,  and  are  based  generally  on  the  cost  of  production  in 
the  different  regions. 

Coal  men  have  reason  to  fear  that  if  there  was  any  disturbance  of  these 
rates  the  present  equality  of  carrying  charges  would  be  overturned  and 
chaos  might  follow.  They  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  better  to  let  well 
enough  alone,  and  if  there  is  to  be  any  railroad  legislation  its  purpose 
should  be  to  increase  the  facilities  of  transportation  rather  than  to  revolu¬ 
tionize  rates. 

It  is  understood  to  be  one  of  the  purposes  of  the  rate  regulators  to 
eliminate  the  so-called  discrimination,  giving  local  points  a  pro  rata  rate  on 
the  basis  of  the  through  rate.  In  other  words,  the  rate  applying  under  the 
short  haul  will  be  proportionately  smaller  than  the  rate  on  the  long  haul. 
If  this  principle  were  applied  to  the  coal  trade  the  markets  for  many  of  thfe 
mining  communities  would  be  largely  restricted.  West  Virginia  sells  a 
large  percentage  of  its  coal  tonnage  at  a  distance  of  500  to  1,500  miles  from 
the  point  of  production.  Ohio  distributes  a  portion  of  its  tonnage  in  markets 
which  might  be  called  foreign  to*  that  field. 

The  recent  expansion  of  coal  mining  in  Illinois  and  Indiana  has  been 
with  a  view  to  invading  the  northwest  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the 
point  of  production.  If  the  through  freight  rate  on  coal  from  these  fields 
was  equalized  on  the  basis  of  the  local  points  tributary  to  them,  it  would 
become  so  high  that  distribution  at  a  long  distance  would  be  impossible. 
Consumers  in  the  Missouri  river  valley  would  be  obliged  to  depend  almost 
wholly  on  the  coal  produced  in  Kansas  and  Iowa.  If  the  freight  rate  on 
coal  hauled  a  long  distance  were  advanced  to  the  basis  of  the  local  rate,  at 
so  much  per  ton  per  mile,  the  fuel  bill  of  the  northwest,  including  Wis¬ 
consin,  Minnesota  and  the  Dakotas,  where  no  coal  is  produced,  would  be 
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materially  increased.  It  must  be  evident,  therefore,  that  a  disturbance  of 
freight  rates  on  coal  would  be  a  hardship. 

Another  feature  in  this  connection  which  might  be  directed  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  rate  regulators  applies  to  the  development  of  new  coal  territory. 
New  mines  are  being  opened  and  new  markets  are  being  sought  for  by  the 
coal  operators  in  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Arkansas  and  the  Rocky  mountain 
states.  These  bituminous  areas  are  remote  from  centers  of  population  where 
coal  is  used  for  manufacturing  purposes,  and  in  order  to  accomplish  the 
greatest  development  and  give  coal  producers  an  opportunity  to  secure  a 
market  for  their  product  it  is  necessary  that  the  railroads  should  promul¬ 
gate  carrying  charges  which  will  permit  of  this  competition.  If  they  do  not 
do  so,  the  more  favored  coal  producing  areas  as  to  location  will  occupy  the 
best  position  and  will  usurp  all  the  business. 

Rate  regulation,  as  applied  to  Some  other  commodities,  may  be  of  pub¬ 
lic  benefit.  Coal  operators  and  shippers  can  not  see,  in  the  present  movement, 
that  they  will  gain  any  advantage.  They  can  see  that  a  disturbance  of  rates 
might  cause  the  loss  of  thousands  of  dollars  invested  in  coal  properties  in 
good  faith,  with  the  understanding  that  the  railroads  would  make  equitable 
carrying  charge  for  the  distribution  of  this  tonnage.  It  may  be  that  the 
general  idea  as  to  rate  regulation  as  outlined  above  is  erroneous.  At  any  rate, 
whether  this  is  true  or  not,  the  coal  producing  interests  can  not  see  any 
advantage  that  they  might  gain  from  a  change.  They  can  see  where  an 
incompetent  administration  of  freight  rates  would  do  them  a  large  amount 
of  injury.  As  a  consequence,  a  large  proportion  of  the  coal  shippers  are 
anti-rate  regulators. 


The  Contract  Obligation. 

In  times  of  a  flurry  in  coal  prices  much  litigation  is  born.  A  producer 
or  shipper  who  has  obligated  himself  to  supply  tonnage  at  a  certain  price, 
finding  that  he  can  obtain  a  much  better  figure  through  the  sale  of  “free” 
coal,  is  tempted  and  falls.  He  will  divert  coal  which  should  apply  on  his  con¬ 
tracts,  to  spot  buyers,  and  his  obligation  remains  unfilled  or  only  partially 
met.  There  is  no  disputing  the  fact  that  the  temptation  to  violate  contracts 
this  year  is  very  great.  Much  of  the  tonnage  accepted  in  the  summer  to  be 
supplied  during  the  remainder  of  the  mining  year  was  at  such  a  low  figure 
that  the  operator  practically  will  not  come  out  even.  Now  that  he  can  make 
a  small  profit  on  his  coal,  for  the  first  time,  probably,  in  eighteen  months, 
he  has  a  feeling  that  he  should  do  so. 

Laying  aside  all  principles  of  business  honesty  in  considering  the  viola¬ 
tion  of  a  coal  contract,  and  taking  up  the  problem  from  a  financial  stand¬ 
point,  it  is  dangerous  to  divert  coal  from  consumers,  where  it  belongs,  and 
sell  it  in  the  open  market.  In  the  great  coal  boom  of  1902  and  190.3  many 
contracts  were  violated.  The  temptation  then  was  even  greater  than  it  is 
today.  Prices,  in  some  instances,  had  appreciated  200,  and  300  per  cent. 
Those  violations  of  coal  contracts  brought  a  grist  of  litigation.  In  nearly 
every  instance  where  suit  was  brought  against  a  violator  of  a  contract  the 
court  rendered  judgment  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff. 

Numberless  decisions  are  on  record  in  nearly  all  of  the  important  coal 
markets  where  the  sanctity  of  the  contract  has  been  sustained.  These  judg¬ 
ments,  in  some  instances,  have  amounted  to  thousands  of  dollars.  Not  only 
have  the  huge  profits  of  those  who  violated  their  obligations  been  dissipated, 
but  a  stigma  attached  to  the  man  who  did  not  live  up  to  his  agreement,  and 
he  was  given  much  undesirable  publicity  in  the  newspapers  when  judgment 
was  rendered  in  the  courts.  His  reputation  for  integrity  and  honesty  was 
thereby  damaged,  without  any  means  of  redress  at  his  command.  Where 
suits  were  brought  against  violators  of  contracts  the  latter  probably  lost  much 
more  in  the  end  than  they  ever  gained. 

The  same  conditions  will  occur  at  the  end  of  the  present  season  if  con¬ 
tracts  are  violated.  Litigation  will  crowd  the  courts,  judgments  will  be  ren¬ 
dered  and  must  be  paid,  the  reputations  of  losing  litigants  will  be  damaged 
and  the  price  for  yielding  to  temptation  will  be  a  heavy  one.  Can  you  afford 
to  pay  this  price?  If  not,  you  had  better  live  up  to  your  contracts. 


Spelling  of  the  Word  Pittsburg. 

There  has  always  been  much  discussion  in  the  coal  trade  as  to  the  proper 
spelling  of  the  word  Pittsburg,  as  applied  to  the  city  and  the  district  in 
western  Pennsylvania  where  coal  is  produced.  There  are  many  adherents 
of  the  proposition  to  spell  the  word  with  an  “h,”  while  common  usage  dic¬ 
tates  that  this  consonant  should  be  left  off.  Fortunately,  there  is  a  court  of 
appeals  along  such  lines  whose  decision  should  be  final.  The  United  States 
Bureau  on  Geographical  Names,  a  function  of  the  government,  passes  on 
the  spelling  of  all  names  concerning  which  there  is  any  question.  This 
board  has  determined  that  the  name  shall  be  Pittsburg.  In  this  connection 
it  has  ruled :  “The  city  was  chartered  in  1816,  its  name  being  spelled  without 


the  ‘h,’  and  its  official  form  is  still  Pittsburg.  The  ‘h’  appears  to  have  been 
added  by  the  postoffice  department,  and  through  that  connection  local  usage 
appears  to  have  become  divided.  While  the  majority  of  local  newspapers 
print  it  Pittsburg,  as  here  given,  certain  others  use  the  final  ‘h’.” 

The  spelling  given  by  the  board  as  proper  is  without  the  “h.”  This 
spelling  of  the  word  has  been  used  in  The  Reack  Diamoxd  continuously, 
except  when  referring  to  companies  which  have  incorporated  under  the 
name  Pittsburgh. 


The  Use  of  Circular  Quotations. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  coal  operators  of  the  splint  district  of  West 
Virginia,  held  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  it  was  the  consensus  of  opinion  that  it 
was  wise  to  discontinue  sending  out  monthly  circulars  containing  quotations 
on  coal.  The  discussion  of  this  subject  is  not  at  hand,  but  no  doubt  would 
make  interesting  reading  from  the  standpoint  of  progress  in  trade  ethics  if 
it  were  available.  Custom  has  established  that  a  monthly  circular  should  be 
sent  out  by  coal  companies.  Custom  alone  is  responsible  for  the  general  use 
of  these  circular  quotations.  One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  new  jobber  in  the 
coal  business  is  to  lease  an  office,  buy  a  desk  and  other  office  furniture  and 
issue  a  monthly  circular  giving  a  list  of  coals.  Some  of  the  coals  which  he 
lists  he  is  not  in  a  position  to  supply  unless  he  goes  into  the  open  market 
and  purchases  them,  but  a  long  circular  list  looks  good,  and  he  thinks  will 
create  a  favorable  impression. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  use  of  circulars  for  the  purpose  of  apprising  the 
trade  of  prevailing  prices  is  almost  obsolete  in  every  other  line  but  the  coal 
industry.  The  action  of  the  splint  operators  in  discontinuing  this  method  of 
drumming  up  trade  is  based  on  progress.  More  money  is  wasted  in  publish¬ 
ing  the  monthly  circular  of  the  ordinary  coal  company  than  in  any  other  way. 

Circular  quotations  are  sent  out  by  nearly  every  wholesale  and  operating 
firm  in  the  bituminous  branch  of  the  business.  The  ordinary  retailer  re¬ 
ceives  anywhere  from  twenty-five  to  fifty  of  them  a  month,  and  usually,  with 
the  exception  of  those  from  the  companies  with  which  he  ordinarily  does 
business,  he  dumps  them  into  the  waste  basket.  Some  of  them  are  never 
even  taken  out  of  the  envelope. 

The  cost  of  issuing  these  circulars  ranges  from  $50  to  $100  a  month,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  list  of  retailers  and  consumers  which  the  coal  company  has 
compiled.  This  means  an  item  of  $600  to  $1,200  annually  which  is  spent  in 
this  class  of  advertising.  Frequently  the  sum  is  larger  than  the  maximum 
amount  stated.  This  same  expenditure  in  judicious  advertising,  in  the  most 
reliable  trade  newspaper,  would  bring  far  greater  results. 

Retail  organizations  of  coal  merchants  are  opposed  to  the  issuance  of 
circular  quotations.  At  the  convention  of  the  Northwestern  Retail  Coal 
Dealers’  Association,  held  at  Duluth  last  summer,  a  very  able  paper  was 
read  on  this  subject.  The  principal  objection  urged  against  the  circular  was 
that  it  frequently  went  to  consumers  and  caused  dealers  annoyance  from 
the  fact  that  retail  buyers  were  informed  as  to  the  wholesale  prices  and 
would  demand  that  coal  be  sold  to  them  at  retail  at  these  quotations. 

Usually  the  circular  sent  out  can  be  attacked  on  the  ground  that  it  is 
a  duplicate  in  the  quotations  furnished  of  those  supplied  by  other  shipping 
companies.  Because  of  this  fact  it  is  not  likely  to  bring  new  customers  to 
a  shipping  company  in  very  many  instances.  In  times  like  the  present,  when 
the  market  is  fluctuating,  circular  quotations  sent  out  on  the  first  of  the 
month  are  hardly  an  index  to  the  market  conditions.  By  the  time  they  are 
printed  so  many  advances  have  occurred  that  the  dealer,  when  he  orders 
according  to  them,  posssibly  may  not  be  able  to  buy  the  coal  at  those  figures. 
This  creates  confusion  in  the  trade  and  generally  does  more  harm  than  good. 
It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  benefits  to  be  derived  are  much  smaller 
than  the  investment.  Circular  quotations  are  out  of  date,  and  the  trade  may 
as  well  recognize  this  fact  now  as  later.  Progressive  coal  companies  have 
recognized  it  for  some  time. 

A  CONFERENCE  of  bituminous  coal  operators  will  be  held  in  Chicago  the 
coming  week  for  the  purpose  of  considering  contractual  relations  with  the 
miners.  This  conference  is  purely  voluntary  and  has  no  power  to  negotiate 
with  the  miners,  or  to  act,  more  than  that  the  various  suggestions  which  are 
offered  may  bear  fruit  in  the  state  organizations  of  operators  later  on.  The 
meeting  may  be  of  some  interest  as  showing  the  attitude  of  the  coal  operators 
on  the  wage  question. 

It  looks  very  much  as  if  the  coal  man  might  have  good  reason  to  enjoy 
his  Thanksgiving  dinner  this  year.  \Vlien  he  compares  the  present  market 
with  that  which  prevailed  twelve  months  ago  he  certainly  has  reason  to  be 
thankful. 
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Description  of  a  Modern  Bituminous  Washery. 


At  no  place  in  this  country  has  the 
washing  and  sizing  of  coal  for  fuel  pur- 
■poses  been  more  cafefully  worked  out 
than  in  the  Carterville  district  of  southern  Illi¬ 
nois.  The  exceptionally  fine  quality  of  the  coal, 
when  cleansed  of  its  slate  and  sulphur,  the  segre¬ 
gated  nature  of  these  materials,  which  makes 
their  removal  easy,  and  the  aggressive  character 
of  the  coal  operators  of  this  district  have  all 
helped  to  bring  this  about.  From  the  time  when 
the  first  Luhrig  washery  in  this  country  was  built 
at  the  Brush  mine,  in  1894,  to  the  completion  of 
the  Wilson  washery,  which  forms  the  subject  of 
this  article,  Luhrig,  Campbell  and  Stewart  wash- 
eries  have  been  built  in  various  designs,  each 
succeeding  plant  striving  to  outdo  its  predecessor 
in  the  quality  of  its  product,  until  today  the  Wil¬ 
son  plant  stands  as  the  acme  of  perfection  in  the 


located  nearby.  As  two  of  these  mines  are  new 
operations  of  large  capacity,  the  washery  was 
designed  for  a  capacity  of  120  tons  per  hour. 
Mow  well  this  was  accomplished  will  appear 
from  results  given  below. 

Owing  to  the  location  of  tracks  immediately 
north  of  the  mine,  and  a  deep  pond  near  by  on 
the  south,  it  was  necessary  to  place  the  coal  un¬ 
loading  plant  north  of  the  mine  tipple  and  the 
washery  on  the  south  of  the  tipple,  as  shown. 

'I'he  plant  consists  of  the  following  units :  A 
gondola  car  unloader  of  elevator  type  is  located 
immediately  north  of  tipple.  From  the  car  un¬ 
loader  coal  is  taken  through  the  tipple  on  an 
apron  conveyor,  on  to  which  the  small  coal 
from  the  tipple  is  deposited  as  made,  without 
reference  to  whether  the  unloader  is  running 
or  not.  From  the  apron  conveyor  coal  is  ele- 


Fourteen  forty-ton  gondola  cars  were  unloaded 
in  three  hours. 

One  day,  when  the  car  hook  was  broken,  at¬ 
tachment  was  made  to  the  loaded  cars  under 
unloader  in  such  a  way  that  the  wheels  were 
thrown  very  hard  against  the  outer  rail  on  the 
curve  approaching  the  unloader.  The  operator 
noticed  that  the  car  puller  was  laboring,  but  did 
not  realize  the  load  he  was  pulling  without  dam¬ 
age  to  the  machinery.  All  he  saw  was  that  each 
car  wheel  was  cutting  a  clean  steel  shaving,  about 
one-sixteenth  by  three-sixteenths  inches,  section 
off  the  head  of  the  rail. 

How  Plant  Has  Succeeded. 

One  day,  when  the  raw  coal  bin  was  full  and 
no  more  coal  coming  from  the  mine  or  unloader. 


washing  of  steam  coal  in  this  country,  if  not,  in¬ 
deed,  in  the  world. 

The  perfection  of  this  plant  is  due,  first,  to  the 
determination  of  W.  S.  Wilson,  the  president 
of  the  Wilson  Coal  Washing  Co.,  that  this  plant 
should  be  the  best  that  could  be  built — no  ex¬ 
pense  being  spared  to  make  it  so — and,  second,  to 
his  foresight  in  bringing  into  its  design  the 
widest  experience  obtainable  in  this  country. 
William  Bauman,  the  superintendent,  has  been 
for  eight  years  in  charge  of  coal  mines,  operating 
coal  washeries,  and  knew  the  imperfections  of 
existing  plants.  Advice  was  taken  from  Carl 
Schuman,  who  has  devoted  twenty  years  of  his 
life  exclusively  to  the  building  and  operation  of 
washeries  in  Germany,  England,  Scotland  and 
America.  Plans  were  prepared  and  the  plant 
built  under  the  personal  supervision  of  J.  V. 
Schaefer,  of  the  Roberts  &  Schaefer  Co.,  Old 
Colony  building,  Chicago. 

Location  of  the  Washery. 

The  Wilson  washery  is  located  at  Mine  No.  2 
of  the  Carterville  Mining  Co.,  about  four  miles 
north  of  Carterville,  Ill.,  located  on  the  Illi¬ 
nois  Central  and  the  Coal  Belt  railways,  and  is 
designed  to  wash  the  coal  from  this  mine  and 
also  from  the  other  two  mines  of  this  company. 


■L  VIEW  OF  THE  WILSON  WASHERY  AT  CARTERVILLE, 

vated  by  means  of  a  specially  designed  raw  coal 
elevator,  with  a  300-ton  raw  coal  bin.  From  the 
raw  coal  bin  coal  is  elevated  and  washed  in  a 
Luhrjg  washery  of  improved  design  and  made 
into  the  five  standard  Carterville  sizes  and  depos¬ 
ited  into  bins  holding  eighty  tons  of  each  size. 
The  refuse  is  hauled  away  in  a  self-dumping  car. 

Coal  Handled  in  All  Sizes. 

Coal  comes  from  the  mines  all  sizes,  mixed, 
everything  that  will  go  through  a  three-inch  round 
hole  in  shaking  screens.  This  is  divided  into  five 
sizes  and  each  size  washed  by  itself,  thoroughly 
rinsed  with  clean  water  and  lowered  without 
breakage  into  its  bin. 

The  capacities  called  for  by  the  contract  were: 
Unloader,  100  tons  per  hour;  raw  coal  apron  con¬ 
veyor  and  elevator,  250  tons  per  hour;  washery, 
120  tons  per  hour. 

Capacities  that  have  been  attained  in  daily 
operation  without  crowding  or  sacrificing  the 
quality  of  the  washed  coal :  Unloader,  180  tons 
per  hour;  raw  coal  elevator  and  apron  conveyor, 
350  tons  per  hour;  washery,  210  tons  per  hour. 

A  few  of  the  records  of  performances  that  have 
been  noted  in  daily  operation  are  as  follows: 

A  single  forty-ton  gondola  car  was  unloaded  in 
eight  and  one-quarter  minutes. 


n.L. 

the  300  tons  it  contained  were  washed  and  the 
day’s  run  completed  in  seventy-five  minutes,  or 
at  a  rate  of  240  tons  per  hour. 

The  thing  which  most  strongly  impresses  the 
observer  about  the  plant  is  its  extreme  solidity 
and  the  substantial  character  of  every  part. 

The  unloader  is  a  marvel  of  strength,  eating  its 
way  through  a  car  of  coal  like  a  hungry  boy 
through  a  piece  of  pie,  and  crying  for  more. 

The  raw  coal  elevator,  especially  designed  for 
this  service,  is  eighty-five  feet  high.  It  runs  al¬ 
most  noiselessly  and  elevates  350  tons  per  hour 
with  surprising  ease.  Its  chains  are  made  of  one- 
half-inch  by  four-inch  steel  and  its  buckets  are 
four  feet  long,  following  each  other  in  a  con¬ 
tinuous  line  sixty  in  a  minute,  200  pounds  in  a 
bucket. 

Largest  Revolving  Screw  Ever  Made. 

The  revolving  screen  that  makes  the  sizes  is 
the  largest  ever  put  into  a  washery  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  It  is  sixteen^  feet  long,  thirteen  feet  in 
diameter  and  its  eighteen  tons  of  dead  weight 
is  carried  on  a  ten-inch  steel  shaft.  Although 
located  at  the  very  top  of  the  building,  it  runs 
without  a  tremor,  smoothly  and  easily  and  with¬ 
out  imparting  any  vibration  to  the  building.  Its 
weight  is  carried  on  a  special  “A”  frame  that 
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carries  the  stresses  down  to  the  concrete  founda¬ 
tions. 

The  rinsing  devices  (whereby  each  size  of  coal, 
after  washing,  is  sprayed  with  fresh  water  so 
that  it  will  go  into  its  respective  bin  bright  and 
clean)  have  been  designed  with  great  care,  and 
operate  very  effectively. 

Nc  Breakage  in  Nut  Coal. 

In  order  that  the  nut  coals  may  be  deposited 
into  their  bins  with  a  minimum  of  breakage,  each 
nut  coal  bin  is  now  fitted  with  cast  iron  spirals, 
whereby  coal,  instead  of  falling,  slides  smoothly 
and  easily  to  its  resting  place  in  the  bin  and  the 
only  breakage  which  can  possibly  occur  is  that 
which  is  unavoidable  in  dropping  it  from  the  bin 
into  the  car  in  loading  out. 

It  is  never  safe  to  predict  what  future  improve¬ 
ments  may  be.  It  is  certainly  apparent  that  Mr. 
Wilson  may  pride  himself  on  possessing  a  plant 
that  will  wash  a  larger  amount  of  coal,  wash  it 
cleaner  and  at  a  smaller  cost  than  any  other 
plant  in  this  country  at  the  present  time.  The 


The  Black  Diamond  and  his  numerous  western 
friends  all  entertain  the  hope  that  he  will  not 
forsake  the  coal  business,  but  will  continue  to 
be  one  of  the  leading  factors  in  it. 


Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

Reported  by  W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  ship  and 
steamship  brokers.  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York. 

During  the  week  little  has  been  accomplished 
in  chartering  for  export  coal,  and  the  fixtures 
that  have  been  reported  were  simply  boats  named 
to  cover  old  contracts.  • 

November  tonnage  is  very  scarce  and  steam¬ 
ers  can  secure  rates  equal  to  those  recently  paid, 
and  the  owners  of  the  few  boats  available  for 
December  loading  are  not  willing  to  grant  con¬ 
cessions.  Coal  exporters  are  all  endeavoring  to 
charter  at  more  favorable  rates,  but  in  nearly 
every  case  owners  are  declining  coal  business 
offered  and  accepting  grain,  cotton,  etc.,  as  they 
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only  thing  left  for  the  next  operator  to  do  is  to 
wrap  his  coal  in  tissue  paper  and  ship  it  boxed, 
like  oranges  Who  will  be  “the  next  fellow”? 
The  Black  Diamond  puts  in  a  bid  for  the  first 
box  thus  shipped. 


Changes  in  Coxe  Bros.  ^  Co. 

E.  M.  Platt,  general  western  agent  of  the  Le¬ 
high  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Western  Union  building, 
Chicago,  has  been  placed  in  charge  in  the  west 
of  the  business  of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  which 
was  recently  purchased  by  this  company,  but  at 
the  request  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  management 
George  Merryweather,  general  western  agent  of 
Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  has  consented  to  remain 
temporarily  to  render  the  new  owners  assist¬ 
ance. 

Mr.  Merrjrweather  has  as  yet  made  no  definite 
plans  for  the  future.  For  many  years  he  has 
been  the  dean  of  the  anthracite  trade  in  the 
west,  having  become  identified  with  this  company 
twenty-nine  years  ago.  He  came  to  Chicago  in 
1880  and  opened  up  the  business  of  Coxe  Bros. 
&  Co.,  Inc.,  and  has  had  personal  charge  of  all 
western  territory,  including  Buffalo  and  Cana¬ 
dian  trade,  continuously  ever  since.  The  busi¬ 
ness  in  his  department  has  grown  from  nothing 
until  it  now  amounts  to  1,000,000  tons  of  coal 
annually.  Practically,  Mr.  Merryweather  had 
full  authority  and  responsibility  in  developing  a 
demand  for  this  tonnage,  and  the  growth  of  this 
business  has  been  due  to  his  able  administrative 
ability.  He  surrounded  himself  with  a  compe¬ 
tent  business  organization  in  all  departments, 
and  by  adopting  an  aggressive  policy  built  up  a 
business  that  was  lucrative  and  at  the  same  time 
conformed  to  the  strictest  interpretation  of  the 
principles  of  honesty.  Mr.  Merryweather  has 
not  only  been  one  of  the  substantial  and  in¬ 
fluential  men  in  the  western  coal  business,  whose 
influence  has  always  been  for  the  betterment  of 
the  trade,  but  he  holds  a  high  position  among  the 
prominent  business  men  of  Chicago  through  the 
success  which  has  come  to  him  in  building  up 
the  business  of  this  company,  with  which  he 
was  identified  for  such  a  long  term  of  years. 


seem  to  find  such  business  more  profitable  at 
the  rates  offered. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows :  $1.50@1.70  to  Havana  or  Matanzas ; 

$2.10@2.25  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua;  $1.80@2.00 
to  Cienfuegos;  $1.90@2.10  to  Daiquiri;  $2.00@ 
2.20  to  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $1.80@1.90  and 
port  charges  to  Curacao;  $2.00@2.10  to  St. 
Thomas;  $2.10@2.15  to  St.  Lucia;  $2.10@2.20  to 
Barbadoes ;  $1.60  to  Kingston ;  $1.90  to  Vera  Cruz ; 
$1.90  to  Tampico;  15@16s  to  Buenos  Ayres; 
16@17s  to  Rio;  17@18s  to  Rosario;  18@19s  to 
Santos ;  12s  6d@13s  to  a  direct  port  in  the 
Mediterranean  not  east  of  the  west  coast  of 
Italy,  Spain  excluded ;  $5.25@5.50  and  dis¬ 

charged  to  Manila;  $5.50@5.75  to  Japanese  ports. 


Coal  Operators  to 

A  conference  of  bituminous  coal  operators  of 
the  states  where  contractual  relations  exist  with 
organized  labor  will  be  held,  commencing  at 
ten  o’clock  next  Tuesday  morning,  in  the  green 
room  at  the  Auditorium  Annex.  Delegates  to 
this  conference  have  been  named  by  the  coal  op¬ 
erators  of  Indiana,  Iowa  and  the  southwestern 
association.  In  addition  it  is  expected  there 
will  be  a  liberal  sprinkling  of  leading  coal  operators 
from  several  other  states,  although  no  delega¬ 
tions  have  been  elected  from  Ohio  or  western 
Pennsylvania. 

The  meeting  will  be  under  the  direction  ot 
the  Association  of  Commissioners  and  Secreta¬ 
ries  of  Bituminous  Coal  Operators’  Associations, 
which  was  organized  nearly  a  year  ago  and  in¬ 
cludes  most  of  the  officials  of  the  different  op¬ 
erators’  organizations  in  the  bituminous  fields. 

No  formal  plan  has  been  mapped  out  for  the 
meeting,  but  it  is  expected  that  many  matters 
of  importance  will  be  considered.  The  question 
of  contractual  relations  will  doubtless  be  con¬ 
sidered  in  toto  and  suggestions  will  be  made  as 
to  lines  of  policy  which  may  be  followed  at  the 
conference  of  bituminous  operators  and  miners 


Production  of  Jinthracite. 

An  increase  of  more  than  3,000,000  tons  has  been 
made  in  the  production  of  anthracite  so  far  this 
year,  as  compared  with  the  same  period  of  1904. 
The  production  aggregates  50,593,504  tons,  while 
that  for  the  same  time  in  1904  amounted  to  47,- 
305,310  tons.  The  production  for  October,  1905, 
was  5,205,694,  while  that  for  October,  1904,  was 
5,131,542  tons.  The  large  increase  is  attributed  to 
the  fear  of  a  strike  in  the  anthracite  region  next 
year,  and  the  consequent  desire  of  large  consum¬ 
ers  to  store  supplies. 

The  production  by  companies  was  as  follows: 


Oct.,  1905.  Oct.,  1904. 
— Tons — 


Philadelphia  &  Reading . 

I-ehigh  Valley  . 

Central  of  New  Jersey  . 

Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western.. 

Delaware  &  Hudson  . 

Pennsylvania  . 

Erie  . 

N.  Y.,  Ontario  &  Western . 

Delaware,  Susq.  &  S . 

Totals  . 


Philadelphia  &  Reading  . 

Lehigh  Valley  . 

Central  of  New  Jersey . 

Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western.. 

Delaware  &  Hudson  . 

Pennsylvania  . 

Erie  . 

N.  Y.,  Ontario  &  Western . 

Delaware,  Susq.  &  S . 

Totals  . 


.1,106,688 

1,154,609 

970,678 

.  709,770 

601,004 

.  767,701 

868,226 

360.900 

414,884 

402,655 

220,236 

138,4.55 

5,131,542 

Year  1905. 

Year  1904. 

— Tons — 

10,408,312 

9,328,635 

8,299,353 

7,840,646 

6.679,344 

5,989,910 

7,706,734 

7,671,039 

4.727,674 

4,363,538 

,  4,022,458 

3,939,913 

5,100,687 

4,721,084 

2,358,837 

2.171,041 

1,279,604 

50,593,694 

47,305,310 

A  Hoodoo  Grievance. 

The  grievance  of  the  miners  at  the  Oak  Hill 
colliery  at  Minersville,  Pa.,  was  recently  investi¬ 
gated  by  the  anthracite  conciliation  board.  This 
grievance  is  termed  by  the  board  the  “hoodoo,” 
as  it  was  the  first  one  taken  up,  and  of  the  130 
grievances  all  have  been  disposed  of  but  it.  The 
miners  claim  they  are  not  paid  for  lifting  “cab,” 
which  is  the  term  applied  to  bony  or  useless 
material,  whereas  the  operators  contend  that  it 
was  lifted  by  the  men  prior  to  the  strike  of 
1902. 

Since  the  case  was  started  three  of  the  most 
important  witnesses  have  died,  the  notes  taken 
by  the  board  have  been  burned  with  a  lot  of 
waste  paper  by  mistake,  and  it  has  met  with 
many  other  vicissitudes,  such  as  postponements, 
etc.  Several  hearings  to  consider  it  were  ar¬ 
ranged  for,  but  there  was  a  postponement  every 
time.  Three  meetings  were  arranged  within 
a  week,  but  on  account  of  the  absence  of 
two  or  three  of  the  members  of  the  board 
it  was  found  necessary  to  fix  the  date  of  the 
meeting  for  some  later  day.  Owing  to  the 
circumstances  which  have  made  it  impossible  to 
reach  a  decision,  the  miners  have  applied  the 
term  “hoodoo”  to  the  grievance. 


Meet  in  Chicago. 

for  the  central  competitive  field,  to  be  held  at 
Indianapolis  in  January.  In  connection  with  the 
present  contracts  there  are  many  aggressions  on 
the  part  of  the  miners  from  time  to  time,  and  it 
is  anticipated  that  a  joint  contract  more  care¬ 
fully  considered  would  prevent  these  to  some 
extent. 

If  there  is  any  discussion  of  the  wage  ques¬ 
tion  at  this  conference  it  will  be  purely  in¬ 
formal,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  organization 
has  no  executive  powers  and  at  the  best  can  only 
recommend  to  the  various  operators’  associations 
for  action  any  plans  which  are  approved  at  this 
meeting.  Anthracite  interests  will  not  be  repre¬ 
sented  at  the  conference,  notwithstanding  the 
statements  published  in  the  newspapers. 

P.  Zanani,  a  miner  employed  in  the  collieries 
of  James  Dunsmuir  at  Cumberland,  B.  C,  was 
recently  found  guilty  of  working  over  eight 
hours  underground,  violating  the  new  eight  hour 
law,  and  was  fined. 
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Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East 


Office  OF  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  10. 

Tlie  colder  weather  prevailing  since  the  first  of 
the  week  has  further  stimulated  the  demand  for 
anthracite,  which  is  resulting  in  much  difficulty 
on  the  part  of  the  shipping  companies  iu  meeting 
all  the  requirements  of  the  market.  'I'he  demand 
from  all  quarters  for  prompt  shipment  continues 
very  heavy  and  in  excess  of  the  usual  needs 
at  this  time  of  the  year,  as  well  as  the  available 
facilities  to  move  forward  the  coal  desired.  It 
is  thought  that  a  considerable  percentage  of  the 
tonnage,  now  being  so  urgently  demanded,  is  to 
make  up  the  deficiency  caused  by  failure  to  store 
coal  during  the  summer  months.  Many  buyers, 
who  had  arranged  for  the  delivery  of  certain 
quantities  of  coal  during  the  summer  and  fall 
months,  to  be  taken  in  about  equal  rnonthly  pro¬ 
portions,  were  very  lax  in  conforming  to  such 
arrangements,  and  a  large  surplus  still  remains 
to  be  shipped  upon  these  orders. 

The  current  needs  of  the  general  trade  and  of 
those  customers  who  have  taken  their  usual  sum¬ 
mer  allotments  are  now  rapidly  becoming  of  such 
proportions  in  the  aggregate  tonnage  as  to  ab-. 
sorb  all  the  coal  shipped  from  the  mines.  It  vvill 
be  necessary  to  restrict  some  of  the  orders  which 
are  calling  for  coal  in  excess  of  that  designated 
for  current  monthly  shipment.  With  no  im¬ 
provement  in  the  car  situation,  deliveries  on 
present  business  are  slow,  affecting  the  line  and 
all-rail  points  on  foreign  roads  most  seriously. 
No  improvement  in  the  supply  of  cars  is  antici¬ 
pated  in  the  near  future,  in  fact  it  is  feared  that 
it  may  become  more  acute.  None  of  the  carrying 
companies  has  enough  cars  of  its  own  under  con¬ 
trol,  to  move  the  coal  tonnage  up  to  the  capacity 
of  the  mines,  and  with  many  of  the  cars  retained 
by  foreign  roads,  no  immediate  relief  is  antici¬ 
pated. 

Tidewater  Movement  is  Regular. 

At  tidewater  points,  a  more  regular  movement 
is  reported  than  in  the  all-rail  business,  but  even 
'this  is  restricted  on  certain  sizes,  and  coal  has  to 
be  taken  from  storage  to  supply  this  business. 
But  few  of  the  producing  companies  are  obtaining 
enough  coal  from  the  mines  at  present  to  enable 
them  to  fill  the  orders  that  are  being  received 
daily.  On  some  of  these,  shipments  may  be  de¬ 
layed  temporarily,  but  in  other  cases  a  certain 
size  of  coal  is  exchanged  with  some  other  shipper 


who  has  a  full  supply,  and  thus  the  obligations  of 
of  the  trade  are  carried  out,  though  a  considerable 
proportion  of  coal  of  all  sizes,  continues  to  be 
picked  up  in-order  to  fill  current  demand. 

Trade  coastwise  is  increasing  steadily,  and  the 
demand  from  the  sound  and  farther  eastern  ports, 
is  fast  becoming  of  such  volume  that  shipments 
are  likely  to  be  retarded  bv  a  shortage  of  coal,  or 
due  to  a  lack  of  facilities  in  receiving  it  at  the  dis¬ 
charging  ports.  Where  companies  have  their  own 
docks,  this  docs  not  apply,  as  to  unloading,  but 
for  all  other  craft  in  the  vessel  market,  the  delays 
at  New  Haven  and  Bridgeport  require  two  weeks 
or  longer,  while  discharging  at  Providence  is  very 
slow,  and  Boston  it  is  taking  from  eight  to  ten 
days.  This  too  is  interfering  with  the  time  of 
vessels  in  getting  around  to  the  shipping  ports  and 
has  created  a  slight  shortage  in  bottoms  that  has 
forced  freight  rates  up  ten  and  twenty  cents 
per  ton  on  available  charters. 

Steam  Sizes  Continue  Most  Active. 

The  steam  sizes  of  anthracite  show  no  let  up  in 
the  heavy  demand  that  has  been  experienced  for 
some  time  past,  and  the  indications  are  that  these 
fine  sizes  will  show  increased  requirements  as 
the  season  advances.  Stocks  of  this  coal  are 
being  rapidly  depleted,  and  with  winter  at  hand  it 
is  not  evident  how  a  sufficient  tonnage  can  be 
furnished. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  bituminous  trade  con¬ 
tinues  to  show  a  short  supply  of  coal  and  a  heavy 
demand.  No  shipper  has  any  stocks  of  coal  to 
work  upon  and  the  shipments  from  the  mines  are 
being  curtailed  by  a  short  car  supply  which  ac¬ 
centuates  the  present  condition.  The  situation  as 
viewed  by  the  trade  is  simply  one  of  a  little  more 
business  than  the  ordinary  fall  demand,  and  a  car 
supply  not  able  to  keep  up  with  it.  Some  con¬ 
sumers  are  said  to  be  placing  orders  in  different 
producers’  hands,  increasing  the  apparent  demand 
fictitiously.  The  shipper’s  position  at  this  time 
is  not  a  happy  one,  in  trying  to  please  all  the  trade 
which  is  pulling  and  hauling  to  secure  coal.  Diffi¬ 
culty  often  arises  because  consumers  believe  they 
should  have  the  first  car  arriving  at  the  shipping 
ports,  which  forces  operators  to  fall  back  upon 
the  usual  conditions  and  terms  of  the  trade, 
which  protect  them  in  times  like  those  at  present. 
There  are  still  some  last  orders  for  ice-making 
ports,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  this  class  of  busi¬ 


ness  will  soon  be  supplied  as  the  ice  season  is 
near  at  hand. 

The  opinion  prevails  that  the  strenous  condition 
of  the  trade,  which  has  ruled  for  some  weeks 
past,  is  more  pronounced  this  year  than  in  many 
fall  seasons  of  the  past,  and  also  has  come  earlier 
than  usual.  Prices  at  present  on  current  busi¬ 
ness  are  strong,  and  ordinary  steam  grades  of 
coal  can  be  had  at  $2.70@2.75  f.  o.  b.  the  New 
York  harbor  shipping  ports,  with  better  grades 
up  to  $2.00.  But  it  is  not  so  much  a  question  of 
prices  as  to  get  the  coal,  and  the  tonnage  the 
shipper  can  spare  out  of  his  limited  supply,  the 
question  of  necessity  having  considerable  weight 
in  this  respect. 

Eastern  Demand  is  Active. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  shows  a  heavy  demand 
from  contractors  who  are  taking  a  large  volume  of 
tonnage,  in  many  cases  in  excess  of  the  monthly 
allotments  agreed  upon.  All  shipping  ports  are 
congested  with  vessels  waiting  their  turn,  and 
where  coal  is  at  the  piers  awaiting  shipment 
vessels  chartered  for  loading  have  been  detained 
several  days,  before  securing  berth  to  take  on  a 
cargo. 

Along  the  sound,  trade  is  good  and  its  require¬ 
ments  are  greater  than  can  be  supplied  at  this 
time.  It  is  evident  that  buyers  in  this  territory 
now  regret  their  short  sighted  policy  of  not 
taking  on  a  larger  tonnage  during  the  summer 
when  coal  and  vessels  were  available.  Sound 
barges  are  very  scarce,  and  rates  are  accordingly 
high  and  advancing.  New  York  harbor  is  short 
of  coal  and  there  is  no  surplus  available.  A 
smaller  tonnage  of  coal  is  at  tide  just  now  than 
usual,  and  shippers  are  endeavoring  to  take  care 
of  the  more  needy  contractors,  but  seem  to  be  fall¬ 
ing  behind  on  the  orders  reaching  them.  All¬ 
rail  business  seems  to  follow  the  lead  of  the 
other  markets,  in  producing  a  greater  demand 
than  can  be  supplied. 

The  car  supply  is  poor  in  all  quarters.  Trans¬ 
portation  is  thi  only  bright  feature,  it  being  gen¬ 
erally  good,  except  where  local  congestion  occurs. 
In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  there  is  a  fair 
supply  of  tonnage  offering  and  rates  remain  un¬ 
changed  from  Philadelphia  as  follows :  Boston, 
Salem  and  Portland,  80@85c ;  sound  ports,  70@ 
75c;  Lynn,  Newburyport,  Gardiner  and  Bangor, 
$1.00;  Portsmouth  and  Bath,  85@90c;  Saco,  $1.10 
@1.15;  New  York  to  Boston,  60c. 


Market  J\[ews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  16. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  shrinkage  in  bituminous  coal 
shipments  into  Buffalo  has  now  reached  a  point 
where  only  about  twenty-five  per  cent  of  a 
normal  tonnage  is  being  received.  On  some  days 
the  record  of  receipts  shows  even  a  more  pro¬ 
nounced  falling  off.  Yesterday  only  ten  prs 
were  reported,  where  under  normal  conditions 
100  should  have  come  in.  Conditions  grow  worse 
continually,  and  local  dealers  in  bituminous  are 
becoming  greatly  alarmed  at  the  outlook. 

It  is  now  regarded  by  both  anthracite  and 
bituminous  coal  men  as  highly  improbable  that 
the  railroads  can  do  anything  which  will  ma¬ 
terially  aid  consumers  until  the  beginning  of 
the  year  at  least.  Cars  required  in  the  coal 
trade  are  engaged  in  handling  other  freight. 
When  the  season  of  fall  coal  trade  opened, 
dealers  found  that  the  demand  for  gondola  cars 
was  already  taxed  to  the  maximum  in  the  ore 
business,  and  other  cars  usually  available  for 
the  coal  trade  were  at  that  time  engaged  in 
hauling  iron  and  steel,  a  large  percentage  op¬ 
erating  in  the  Pittsburg  district.  It  was  also 
discovered  at  the  same  time  that  the  building 
of  new  railroads  in  the  west  and  through  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  West  Virginia  accounted  for  the 
absence  of  considerable  tonnage  which  the  rail¬ 
roads  found  convenient  to  retain  in  private  use. 

Then  the  enormous  harvests  in  the  west  gave 
a  call  for  a  vast  tonnage,  this  being  increased 
by  the  evident  purpose  of  the  through  lines  to 


divert  this  grain  traffic  from  the  lakes  to  the  all¬ 
rail  route.  Since  then  the  coal  shippers  have 
been  forced  to  shift  for  themselves.  The  re¬ 
sult  has  been  an  increasing  demand  for  coal 
from  points  west,  accompanied  by  a  constantly 
decreasing  available  supply  and  an  advance  in 
bituminous  prices,  which  now  range  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

Range  of  Bituminous  Prices. 


While  the  bituminous  shippers  have  suffered 
greatly  in  their  business  through  the  handicap 
put  upon  them  by  the  inability  to  procure  rolling 
stock  with  which  to  move  coal,  anthracite  ship¬ 
pers  are  little  better  off.  Early  storage  of  con¬ 
siderable  stock  has,  of  course,  enabled  them  to 
keep  up,  with  orders  fairly  well,  but  on  both 
rail  and  lake  there  has  been  a  cutting  of  cor¬ 
ners  here  and  there  which  in  the  aggregate  takes 
a  big  slice  off  the  trade. 


On  cars  International  Bridge  for  Canadian 
shipment : 

F.  O.  B. 


Description.  Cars. 

Pittsburg  154  lump . $2.80 

Pittsburg  54  lump .  2.70 

Pittsburg  mine-run  .  2.60 

Pittsburg  slack  .  2.20 


Buffalo  prices  are  five  cents  lower. 

Fairmount  and  Allegheny  river  coal  prices  are 
as  follows : 

F.  O.  B. 


Description.  Cars. 

154  lump  . $2.60 

^  lump  .  2.50 

Mine  run  .  2.40 

Slack  .  2.05 


E.  C.  Roberts,  of  the  Hedstrom  Co.,  has  just 
returned  from  a  visit  to  the  river  district  and 
reports  conditions  very  bad.  The  mines  are 
running  at  less  than  half  time,  owing  to  the  car 
shortage,  and  operators  are  losing  business  con¬ 
tinually.  There  appears  to  be  no  early  remedy 
in  sight. 


Slight  Improvement  in  Lake  Movement. 


There  has  been  a  slight  improvement  in  lake 
shipping  during  the  past  week,  as  may  be  noted 
from  the  following  figures  obtained  at  the  cus¬ 
toms  house: 


Total  shipments  for  the  week  were  89,850 
tons,  distributed  as  follows; 

Hancock  .  3,000 

Chicago  . 17,300 

Superior  . 29,000 

Port  Colborne  .  450 

Gladstone  .  500 

Green  Bay  .  4,350 

Duluth  . 14,400 

Bay  City  .  1,400 

Milwaukee  . 11,300 

Marquette  .  3,000 

Racine  .  1,500 

Houghton  .  3,000 

Byng  Inlet  .  150 

Shipments  for  the  same  period  last  year  were 
86,675  tons. 

One  complication  has  affected  the  local  situ¬ 
ation  to  a  marked  degree.  That  is  the  suspi- 


No.  30] 


31 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


cion  on  the  part  of  many  large  consumers  that 
there  will  be  a  strike  in  the  Pennsylvania  field 
next  spring.  Orders  booked  by  local  sales  agents 
are  for  several  times  the  quantity  actually  need¬ 
ed.  The  big  consumers  are  looking  ahead  to 
avoid,  if  possible,  the  troubles  they  encountered 
during  the  strike  of  1902. 

One  of  the  features  of  the  week  has  been  the 
marked  increase  in  lake  shipping  rates. 


The  ^ew  England  Trade. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Nov.  17. —  {Special  Correspon¬ 
dence.) — With  the  first  appearance  of  winter 
weather  this  week,  anthracite  buying  took  on  re¬ 
newed  activity  and  the  consuming  trade  is  rap¬ 
idly  taking  in  necessary  supplies.  The  trade  in 
this  territory  has  been  on  the  mend  for  some 
time  past,  following  a  rather  sluggish  period  of 
buying  during  the  early  fall.  The  number  of 
orders  now  coming  in  is  entirely  satisfactory  to 
shippers,  who  appear  to  have  more  business  than 
coal.  On  all  shipments  outside  of  the  companies’ 
barges  there  is  considerable  delay  before  it 
reaches  discharging  ports.  Vessels  are*  scarce, 
both  in  this  harbor  and  the  sound  ports.  Fre¬ 
quently  when  they  are  chartered  they  are  indefi¬ 
nitely  delayed  at  shipping  ports,  due  to  a  short¬ 
age  of  coal  or  the  number  of  vessels  waiting  for 
berth  room.  These  conditions  again  occur  on 
reaching  discharging  ports,  taking  anywhere  from 
one  to  two  weeks  more  before  the  vessel  can 
reach  the  dock  to  discharge  its  cargo.  This  sit¬ 
uation  is  probably  more  pronounced  in  sound 
territory  than  anywhere  else  and  in  some  in¬ 
stances  is  reaching  a  condition  there  that  is  quite 
serious,  interfering  with  consumers  obtaining  the 
necessary  coal  to  keep  them  going.  The  demand 
for  all-rail  coal  is  in  excess  of  the  tonnage  which 
can  be  shipped  at  present,  principally  due  to  the 
inadequate  car  supply.  A  larger  tonnage  is  likely 
to  go  forward  on  this  class  of  trade  later,  but  it 
is  doubtful  if  it  will  be  in  time  to  give  the  relief 
desired.  No  action  has  yet  been  taken  by  the 
retail  city  trade,  as  to  naming  fall  and  winter 
prices,  which  usually  have  gone  into  effect  on 
the  first  of  October. 

Demand  For  Bituminous  Is  Active. 

The  bituminous  coal  trade  remains  active  and 
is  calling  for  a  tonnage  of  coal  in  excess  of  its 
monthly  contract  allotment.  In  some  instances 
orders  are  increased  slightly  to  satisfy  consumers, 
but  this  occurs  infrequently,  even  at  the  adyanced 
prices  offered,  for  the  reason  that  few  skippers 
have  any  surplus  coal  and  prefer  for  the  sake  of 
peace  to  abide  by  the  usual  terms  of  delivery  on 
contract.  The  movement  ol  bituminous  coal  to 
this  market  has  increased  to  such  an  extent  the 
past  two  months  over  the  corresponding  period 
last  year  that  it  is  questioned  whether  the  present 
demand  is  for  current  need  or  to  accumulate  stor¬ 
age  coal.  That  the  consumption  has  been  broader 
than  last  year  is  generally  conceded,  as  a  result 
of  the  increased  manufacturing  activity  which 
has  been  going  on  since  early  spring. 

The  shortage  in  the  standard  grades  of  coal 
has  affected  prices  somewhat  and  a  premium  of 
ten  to  fifteen  cents  per  ton  can  readily  be  ob¬ 
tained  on  Georges  Creek  and  Hampton  Roads 
shipments.  Pennsylvania  coals  range  at  $2.40@2.60 
f.  o.  b.  Philadelphia  shipping  ports;  Vessels  have 
been  offering  slightly  freer  in  this  market  the 
past  week  but  rates  are  unchanged :  80@85c  from 
the  lower  ports  to  around  the  cape  and  70@75c 
to  the  sound  ports. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Nov.  17. —  {Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — The  demand  for  anthracite  con¬ 
tinues  very  heavy,  with  only  a  limited  supply  avail¬ 
able  for  distribution.  Current  orders  from  all 
quarters  show  no  apparent  decrease  in  volume 
as  compared  with  the  several  preceding  weeks. 
Some  of  this  business  is  of  such  a  character  that 
shipments  can  not  be  delayed,  making  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  supply  coal  from  storage.  As  a  result, 
reserve  stocks  are  being  steadily  reduced.  With 
the  colder  weather  now  prevailing  there  is  an 
additional  stimulus  to  the  demand,  which,  un¬ 
doubtedly,  will  result  in  further  delays  in  the 
movement  of  coal.  Considerable  pressure  to 
secure  deliveries  at  this  time  is  being  felt,  owing 


to  the  car  shortage,  which  is  holding  up  orders 
to  points  off  the  main  lines  of  railroads  for  weeks 
at  a  time.  In  some  cases  embargoes  are  in  force 
and  these  are  not  likely  to  be  removed  in  the 
near  future.  If  any  bad  weather  should  occur 
while  these  conditions  prevail  it  would  accentuate 
the  situation.  The  market  generally  is  very 
strong  and  orders  for  all  sizes  and  grades  are 
heavier  than  the  movement  from  the  collieries. 
The  special  coals  are  practically  out  of  the  mar¬ 
ket,  shippers  merely  piecing  out  to  regular  cus¬ 
tomers  the  tonnage  they  can  spare  from  the  lim¬ 
ited  output.  Shipments  coastwise  are  quite  active 
and  taking  a  large  proportion  of  the  tonnage 
mined.  Many  of  the  orders  for  sound  and  east¬ 
ern  delivery  are  still  for  the  ice-making  ports  and 
are  now  urgent  owing  to  the  likelihood  of  these 
ports  being  closed  by  ice  at  any  time. 

At  retail  an  active  business  is  being  done 
and  dealers  generally  are  quite  busy,  with  prices 
holding  firm. 

Shortage  In  Bituminous  Coal. 

Conditions  in  the  bituminous  coal  market  show 
little  change  from  the  recent  activity,  and  most 
producers  report  a  shortage  on  account  of  the 
stringent  car  situation.  There  seems  to  be  no 


Baltimore,  Md.,  Nov.  16.  —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)— The  upward  tendency  of  the  mar¬ 
ket,  the  closeness  with  which  coal  is  being  held, 
and  the  fact  that  the  demand  for  both  bituminous 
and  anthracite  is  exceeding  the  tonnage  arriving, 
continue  as  the  main  features  of  the  coal  situa¬ 
tion  here.  Keeping  up  with  contracts  and  sup¬ 
plying  regular  customers  is  the  task  that  coal 
men  have  before  them.  This  seems  to  apply  more 
strictly  to  bituminous  than  to  anthracite,  but  the 
continued  car  shortage  is  having  its  effect  on  both 
branches  of  the  trade. 

What  has  caused  this  shortage  of  coal?  In¬ 
terests  here  in  the  trade  do  not  believe  that  all 
the  trouble  is  chargeable  to  the  car  congestion. 
Production,  it  is  stated,  has  been  ample  for  any 
ordinary  year.  If  such  is  the  case,  then  it  must 
be  true  that  there  has  been  a  large  increase  in 
consumption.  Speaking  strictly  from  a  Balti¬ 
more  viewpoint,  this  is  probably  true,  as,  since 
the  great  fire  of  February,  1904,  there  has  been 
a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  and  im¬ 
portance  of  the  manufacturing  plants  in  this 
city,  and  the  buildings  that  have  gone  up  in  the 
place  of  those  destroyed  by  the  great  fire  are  many 
times  larger  than  the  old  structures  and,  there¬ 
fore,  require  more  coal  for  heating. 

There  is  a  considerable  demand  for  coal  to  be 
stored,  and  in  both  lines  of  the  business  this 
problem  is  being  met  by  supplying  only  enough 
for  consumption  demands.  There  have  been  no 
reports  yet  of  any  one  shutting  down  due  to  lack 
of  coal,  but  there  is  more  than  a  possibility  that 
some  manufacturers  will  be  hit,  and  hard  hit  at 
that,  before  the  winter  is  over. 

Transportation  Will  Not  Improve. 

Railroad  men  offer  no  substantial  encourage¬ 
ment  of  improvement  in  transportation  facil¬ 
ities.  From  every  section,  east  and  west,  comes 
the  same  cry  of  a  shortage  of  equipment.  When 
real  winter  commences  there  is  liable  to  be  a  tie-up 
on  all  the  railroads,  and  with  the  small  tonnage 
of  coal  now  on  hand  at  consuming  points  some 
business  interests  will  be  “squeezed”  for  lack  of 
fuel,  which  will  be  very  embarrassing  and  possibly 
cause  loss. 

Each  and  every  railroad  is  making  herculean 
efforts  to  better  the  situation,  but  without  any¬ 
thing  but  temporary  and  isolated  success. 
Loaded  coal  cars  are  not  permitted  to  stand 
for  days  on  sidetracks  and  switches,  although  it 
is  only  six  months  since  this  was  a  common  oc¬ 
currence.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  rail¬ 
roads  are  anxious  to  secure  the  empty  cars  and 
send  them  back  to  the  mines  for  a  new  load, 
and  the  consumer  and  dealer  are  just  as  anxious 
to  get  the  car  emptied,  as  he  can  readily  dispose 
of  all  the  coal  that  can  be  delivered  to  him. 

Coal  is  bringing  all  manner  of  prices.  Small 
advances  have  been  made  in  many  instances,  and 
unless  things  grow  more  easy  there  is  liable  to 


indication  of  any  relief  immediately,  and  the 
general  Impression  seems  to  be  that  the  present 
shortage  of  coal  at  tidewater  and  line  points  will 
continue  indefinitely.  'I'he  number  of  cars  re¬ 
ceived  is  not  sufficient  to  give  full  shipments  on 
regular  contract  orders,  which  prevents  ship¬ 
pers  from  accepting  any  new  business.  The  lat¬ 
ter  is  now  offering  freely  at  higher  than  circular 
prices.  'I'hese  conditions  at  times  result  in  re¬ 
ductions  on  shipments  to  some  buyers  so  as  to 
make  the  available  tonnage  go  as  far  as  possible. 
Prices  are  very  strong  and  show  higher  figures 
for  coal  at  the  mines  for  all-rail  business  than 
are  obtained  at  tidewater  shipping  ports,  which 
is  rather  unusual  considering  that  in  the  past  these 
conditions  have  usually  been  the  reverse  The 
ordinary  steam  grades  are  held  at  $1.50  per  ton 
f.  o.  b.  the  mines  while  special  coals  are  firm  up 
to  $1.85.  The  rail  trade  is  being  somewhat  neg¬ 
lected  as  there  are  not  sufficient  cars  to  be  had 
to  furnish  the  transportation  desired.  As  a  con¬ 
sequence  heavier  shipments  are  being  made  to 
tidewater,  owing  to  the  railroads  favoring  this 
business  as  their  equipment  is  in  more  continuous 
service  and  a  larger  tonnage  can  be  handled. 
Vessels  for  coastwise  charter  are  more  plentiful 
but  owing  to  the  shortage  of  coal  delays  in  load¬ 
ing  are  long  and  tedious. 


be  a  stampede  at  any  time  to  higher  prices  all 
around.  The  consumer,  it  may  be  mentioned,  is 
fast  awakening  to  the  realization  of  his  danger, 
both  from  the  standpoint  of  prices  which  he  may 
be  obliged  to  pay  for  the  fuel  and  from  the  stand¬ 
point  of  being  able  to  obtain  no  fuel  at  all.  The 
incentive  to  store  will  probably  grow  stronger 
and  stronger  as  the  colder  weather  comes  on, 
and  also  as  the  possibility  of  miners’  troubles 
becomes  more  and  more  of  an  immediate  con¬ 
sideration.  The  universal  cry  of  inability  to  get 
coal  to  consuming  points  is  now  not  only  the 
talk  of  the  trade,  but  every  branch  of  business, 
and  even  householders  are  now  being  forced  to 
sit  up  and  take  notice  of  the  real  conditions. 

Coal  Is  Short  in  All  Quarters. 

Operators,  jobbers  and  salesmen,  the  latter  not 
being  able  to  sell  coal  because  their  companies 
have  none  for  them  to  sell,  all  have  their  tales 
of  woe.  The  operator  complains  because  he  has 
coal  but  can  not  move  it  from  the  mines,  the 
jobber  talks  of  inability  to  get  coal,  and  the  sales¬ 
man  looks  blue  after  a  dull  summer  season  to 
find  that  he  is  blocked  at  a  time  when  he  had 
hoped  to  be  turning  an  honest  penny. 

The  ship  Acme,  commanded  by  Captain  Mc¬ 
Kay,  which  sailed  from  this  port  coal-laden  for 
Manila  and  which  went  ashore  September  thir¬ 
teenth  in  Princess  channel,  near  Batavia,  and 
was  floated  on  September  nineteenth,  is  reported 
to  be  leaking  slightly.  The  vessel  will  proceed 
in  tow  to  Cavite,  an  agreement  having  been  made 
with  a  Singapore  firm  to  tow  the  vessel  for 
$300  a  day. 

Another  big  schooner  is  to  be  added  to  the 
coastwise  trade,  and  in  all  probability  will  be 
devoted  to  coal  carrying.  The  four-masted  Her¬ 
bert  D.  Maxwell,  buiU  at  a  cost  of  $51,000  for 
Maryland  and  Delaware  capitalists,  was  launched 
Tuesday  from  the  New  England  shipbuilding 
yard  at  Bath,  Maine.  It  is  ready  for  sea  and  will 
be  commanded  by  Capt.  \V.  J.  Quillan,  of 
Bethel,  Del.,  who  is  managing  owner. 

Charters  have  remained  about  the  same.  The 
last  Boston  quotation  was  for  the  schooner  O.  D. 
Witherill,  600  tons,  to  Boston,  at  eighty-five  cents. 
This  is  an  indication  of  the  general  range  of 
coastwise  freight  rates. 


Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  &  Coal 
Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  transported 
over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  November  elev¬ 
enth,  the  corresponding  week  last  year,  the  year 
to  <late  and  the  corresponding  period  in  1904 ; 

Cumber- 

Broad  Top.  land.  Total. 

Week  ending  Nov.  11,  1905...  21,077  10,700  40,777 

CorresnondinK  week,  1904....  9,510  16,001  25,511 

Tot.il  for  1905  . 616,119  864,168  1.480,288 

Corresponding  period,  1904 ...  496,312  945,023  1,441,336 
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Promotion  For  Frank  W.  Wilshire. 


Frank  W.  Wilshire,  who  for  the  past  two 
years  has  been  the  Philadelphia  manager  of  the 
Consolidation,  Fairmont  and  Somerset  coal 
companies,  through  an  appreciation  of  his  serv¬ 
ices  has  received  promotion  and  has  become 
assistant  to  the  general  manager  of  sales  of  this 
company.  Announcement  was  made  this  week 
of  his  appointment.  He  will  succeed  T.  B. 
Davis  Jr.,  resigned,  the  appointment  to  be  ef¬ 
fective  from  November  fifteenth.  Mr.  Wil- 
shire’s  experience  in  railroad  affairs,  with  an 
extended  connection  of  many  years  with  this  in¬ 
dustry,  furnished  him  with  valuable  knowledge 
which  was  of  material  assistance  in  his  advance¬ 
ment  in  the  coal  trade,  in  which  he  has  already 
distinguished  himself,  and  even  greater  things 
are  expected  of  him. 

Mr.  Wilshire  is  a  native  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
and  when  still  a  young  man,  in  1890,  entered  the 
service  of  Oscar  G.  Murray,  then  traffic  manager 
of  the  Big  Four  and  freight  traffic  manager  of 


the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad  at  Cincinnati,  as 
an  office  boy.  Working  his  way  up,  he  soon 
passed  through  the  different  departments  in  the 
office,  and  in  1895  was  appointed  soliciting 
agent  of  the  Big  Four,  with  offices  at  Brighton 
station,  Cincinnati.  In  June,  1896,  he  went  to 
Cleveland  to  accept  a  position  as  private  secre¬ 
tary  to  L.  R.  Brockenbrough,  then  general  agent 
at  that  place  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  rail¬ 
road,  where  he  remained  until  March,  1897, 
when  Mr.  Brockenbrough  was  removed  to 
Pittsburg  as  general  freight  agent  of  that  road, 
Mr.  Wilshire  accompanying  him  as  his  sec¬ 
retary.  Remaining  in  this  position  until  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1898,  he  was  asked  by  Oscar  G.  Mur¬ 
ray,  his  old  employer,  then  receiver  of  the  Balti¬ 
more  &  Ohio  railroad,  to  act  as  his  secretary. 
He  accepted  and  remained  in  that  capacity  until 
the  expiration  of  the  receivership,  when  he  be¬ 
came  assistant  to  F.  S.  Landstreet,  general  mana¬ 
ger  of  the  Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  at  No.  1 
Broadway,  New  York,  on  December  first,  1898. 
This  marked  his  entry  into  the  coal  industry, 
and  he  has  been  prominently  identified  with  it 
ever  since.  He  has  been  with  the  Fairmont  in¬ 
terests  since  1900.  In  that  year  he  opened  the 
first  office  in  Philadelphia  of  the  Montana  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  and  was  its  resident  manager  until 
July,  1901,  when  the  company  was  absorbed. 


with  other  Fairmont  interests,  by  the  Fairmont 
Coal  Co.  He  was  appointed  Philadelphia  mana¬ 
ger  of  this  company,  and  also  of  the  other  two 
companies,  when  they  were  consolidated  with  it, 
and  held  this  office  up  to  the  date  of  his  more 
recent  promotion.  Mr.  Wilshire  take  an  in¬ 
terest  in  social  affairs  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Germantown  cricket  club  and  the  Philadelphia 
cricket  club. 

W.  M.  Wilshire  Advanced. 

Effective  from  November  fifteenth,  W.  M. 
Wilshire,  for  the  past  two  years  assistant  to 
his  brother,  F.  W.  Wilshire,  manager  of  the 
Consolidation,  Fairmont  and  Somerset  coal  com¬ 
panies  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  was  appointed  mana¬ 
ger  in  that  city.  He  is  very  ably  fitted  for  his 
new  position,  having  had  a  varied  experience  in 
the  years  he  has  been  associated  with  the  trade, 
which  will  be  of  service  to  him  in  his  new  posi¬ 


tion.  Starting  at  the  company’s  Philadelphia 
office  as  cltief  clerk,  he  remained  until  appointed 
traffic  manager  of  the  Fairmont  Coal  Co.’s  west¬ 
ern  business,  with  offices  at  Chicago.  Following 
this  appointment,  he  went  to  Baltimore  and  was 
with  President  Watson,  of  these  companies, 
where  he  remained  until  two  years  ago,  when 
he  became  assistant  manager  at  Philadelphia. 


Coal  in  Idaho. 

Since  it  has  been  made  public  that  the  Oregon 
Short  Line  proposes  to  build  an  extension  into 
the  section  north  and  east  of  St.  Anthony,  Idaho, 
a  large  amount  of  attention  has  been  attracted  to 
that  locality.  In  Teton  basin,  Idaho,  over  fifty 
veins  of  coal  are  known  to  exist,  and  the  pros¬ 
pecting  of  a  number  of  them  is  now  well  under 
way.  The  most  prospecting  which  is  being  done 
is  on  the  claims  of  the  Horseshoe  Coal  Co.  This 
company  has  developed  four  veins  to  a  depth  of 
100  feet  or  more  and  has  ten  more  veins  which 
will  be  developed  some  time  next  summer,  when 
it  is  expected  the  railroad  will  be  completed. 

Some  of  this  coal  has  been  pronounced  by 
chemists  to  have  good  coking  qualities,  and  if 
such  is  the  case  it  will  find  a  ready  market  at 
the  Montana  smelters,  which  now  obtain  a  small 


percentage  of  their  coke  from  Utah,  but  the  most 
of  it  from  Pennsylvania. 

Other  veins  in  the  basin,  a  few  of  which  are 
being  developed,  are  as  follows:  One  vein  on 
Packsaddle  creek,  five  feet  thick,  owned  by  Ram- 
mel  Bros.,  the  Griffith  mine.  Little  mine  and 
Haden  mine,  four  to  six  veins  each,  of  good 
thickness,  all  on  Horseshoe  creek.  Also  in  the 
mountains  south  of  Teton  basin  are  several 
known  veins  of  large  dimensions  and  of  good 
quality  which  are  undeveloped  because  of  lack 
of  transportation  facilities.  Coal  has  also  been 
found  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county  near 
Henry’s  Lake,  but  the  extent  and  quality  of  it 
is  unknown. 

Up  to  five  years  ago  Idaho  had  no  developed 
coal  deposits  whatever.  Prospects  favor  the 
opening  of  several  mining  properties  in  addition 
to  those  mentioned  above. 


Hold  a  Coruscation. 

The  order  Kokoal,  which  was  instituted  six 
weeks  ago  in  connection  with  the  coal  trade, 
held  its  first  coruscation  last  Saturday  night  at 
the  Masonic  temple  in  Chicago,  a  class  of  105 
neophytes  being  initiated  into  the  mysterious 
realms  of  the  organization.  Among  those  who 
have  become  members  of  it  are  a  number  of  re¬ 
tailers  and  secretaries  of  the  different  western 
retail  organizations.  Following  the  work  of  the 
order  and  the  initiation  of  this  very  large  class, 
refreshments  were  served.  A  glee  club  also  fur¬ 
nished  music  and  the  evening  was  very  enjoy- 
ably  spent  by  those  present. 

'1  he  work  in  connection  with  the  initiation  of 
candidates  has  not  been  perfected,  but  when  it 
is  it  will  be  a  very  pleasant  feature  of  the  so¬ 
cial  evening  spent  in  this  way.  The  member¬ 
ship  of  Kokoal  now  amounts  to  about  150,  in¬ 
cluding  most  of  the  western  coal  salesmen. 
.Members  have  adopted  a  pin  which  sometimes 
reads  “KO,”  but  generally  “OK,”  and  it  is 
said  the  latter  applies  to  all  the  members. 


JIrkansas  Operators  Organize. 

A  meeting  was  held  in  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  re¬ 
cently,  by  the  coal  operators  of  the  state  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  a  state  organization  and 
formulating  a  scale  for  state  mines  to  take  the 
place  of  the  present  scale  when  it  shall  have  ex¬ 
pired.  The  Arkansas  Coal  Operators'  Asso¬ 
ciation  was  organized.  J.  \V.  Finney,  Hunting- 
ton,  was  elected  president  and  H.  W.  Jackson, 
Spadra,  secretary. 

A  scale  was  also  considered  which  was  satis¬ 
factory  to  all  the  operators  and  which  will  be 
presented  for  consideration  at  a  joint  meeting 
with  the  miners,  to  be  held  at  South  McAlester, 
I.  T.,  November  seventeenth.  This  is  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  coal  development  in  the 
state  that  both  the  Spadra  and  Russellville  an¬ 
thracite  districts  are  together  on  the  scale  ques¬ 
tion.  Every  mine  in  the  state  was  represented 
and  the  meeting  was  a  harmonious  one. 


Wagon  Prices  at  Chicago. 


ANTHRACITE. 

Grate  . $6.50 

Stove  .  6.75 

Chestnut  .  6.75 

Egg  .  6.75 

BITUMINOUS. 

Smokeless  lump  .  $5.25 

Smokeless  run-of-mine  . 3.75 

Hocking  lump  .  4.50 

Hocking  nut  .  4.00 

Illinois  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.50 

Indiana  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.50 

Wilmington  chunks  .  4.00 

No.  1  washed  nut .  4.00 

Brazil  block  .  4.00 

Jackson  Hill  Ohio . 5.00 

Cannel  lump  .  6.25 

Smithing  . 1 .  5.00 

West  Virginia  splint .  4.50 

Gas-house  coke  .  5.50 

V 


It  is  reported  that  the  Craig  &  Lingard  mine 
at  Kalo,  Iowa,  has  been  floo  led  with  water  and 
considerable  damage  done  to  the  workings. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


S.  P.  Burton,  of  Boston,  was  in  New  York  the 
latter  part  of  last  week  on  a  business  trip,  and 
incidentally  called  upon  some  of  his  friends  to 
renew  old  associations. 

J.  E.  Davis,  president  of  the  Island  Creek  Coal 
Sales  Co.,  New  York,  returned  the  first  of  the 
week  from  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  spent  sev¬ 
eral  days  on  a  business  trip. 

Commissioner  Neil’s  report  on  the  average 
price  of  anthracite  coal  at  New  York  harbor  for 
the  month  of  October  gives  the  miners  an  in¬ 
crease  of  six  per  cent  in  wages.  This  is  an  in¬ 
crease  of  one  per  cent  over  the  September  wages. 

Robert  W.  Griffith,  who  was  formerly  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Barnes  &  Tucker  Co.,  at  New 
York,  prior  to  his  two  years’  of  service  in  the 
Philadelphia  office  of  the  company,  is  again  back 
in  his  old  position,  and  a  promotion  is  likely  to 
be  given  him  shortly. 

W.  H.  Davies,  superintendent  of  the  Hazelton 
division  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  railroad,  on  Mon¬ 
day  of  this  week  was  appointed  superintendent 
of  the  company’s  recent  acquisition,  the  Coxe 
mines.  He  succeeds  L.  C.  Smith,  of  Drifton, 
formerly  chief  of  the  mining  and  railroad  depart¬ 
ment. 

James  C.  Co  wee,  vice-president  and  treasurer 
of  the  David  Judson  Coal  Co.,  at  Troy,  N.  Y., 
was  in  New  York  city  the  first  of  the  week  on 
a  business  trip.  Mr.  Cowee  says  that  the  coal 
trade  is  very  active  in  that  section  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  it  is  difficult  to  secure  the  necessary 
amount  of  tonnage  to  fill  all  the  orders  coming  in. 

The  Lehigh  Valley  railroad  has  inaugurated  a 
retrenchment  policy  in  connection  with  the  Dela¬ 
ware,  Susquehanna  &  Schuylkill  road.  The  office 
of  the  purchasing  agent,  and  the  car  account  bu¬ 
reau,  formerly  located  at  Drifton,  have  been 
abolished  and  merged  with  the  Lehigh  Valley 
system.  No  doubt  other  economies  will  follow 
as  the  management  finds  it  convenient  to  make 
such  changes. 

A  fire  on  November  tenth  destroyed  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  railroad  coal  chutes  at  Trenton,  N.  J., 
used  in  transferring  coal  to  canal  boats  for  the 
Philadelphia  water  front  trade.  They  caught 
fire  from  a  passing  locomotive  and  thirty  cars 
loaded  with  coal  were  badly  damaged.  A  canal 
boat  and  other  property  were  also  burned.  Trains 
over  the  Belvidere  division  were  held  up  by  the 
fire  and  miles  of  coal  trains  were  halted. 

It  was  officially  announced  during  the  week  that 
the  state  canals  of  New  York  have  been  ordered 
closed  November  tv/enty-eight.  This,  of  course, 
does  not  necessarily  close  the  canals  to  naviga¬ 
tion,  providing  they  are  free  from  ice,  but  merely 
marks  the  time  when  the  state  will  discontinue 
its  responsibility  for  service,  and  is  generally  the 
time  when  insurance  on  cargo  is  withdrawn,  or 
advanced,  according  to  weather  and  ice  condi¬ 
tions. 

The  coal  pockets  under  construction  for  John 
Scharmann  at  535  East  One  Hundred  and  Sev¬ 
enteenth  street.  New  York  city,  are  now  nearing 
completion,  and  it  is  expected  will  be  ready  in 
about  two  weeks,  in  good  time  for  the  winter 
season.  The  plant  has  a  capacity  of  about  2,000 
tons,  and  being  equipped  with  modern  appli¬ 
ances,  to  obtain  the  greatest  efficiency,  Mr.  Schar¬ 
mann  has  facilities  for  developing  his  business 
along  broader  lines. 

Walter  B.  Kerr,  treasurer  of  the  O’Gara  Coal 
Co.,  Chicago,  arrived  in  New  York  on  Monday 
of  this  week  in  the  interest  of  the  company,  to 
remain  for  several  days.  Mr.  Kerr  says  he  likes 
Chicago  and  the  west  very  much,  as  well  as  his 
duties  in  connection  with  the  position  he  holds. 
He  spoke  enthusiastically  of  the  bright  prospects 
of  the  company,  and  said  that  the  work  of  in¬ 
creasing  the  already  large  capacity  of  the  mines 
would  be  pushed  vigorously. 

The  department  of  docks  and  ferries  of  the 
city  of  New  York  received  on  Friday  of  last 
week  bids  for  furnishing  10,000  tons  of  anthracite 
pea  coal  at  St.  George,  S.  I.,  to  be  delivered  in 
bins  within  sixty  days  from  November  tenth. 
The  tenders  submitted  were  as  follows:  Wm. 


J.  Quinlan,  $3.29 ;  Curtis,  Blaisdell  Co.,  $3.54 ; 
Beech  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  $3.65.  The  con¬ 
tract  was  awarded  to  W.  J.  Quinlan  at  $3.29,  as 
against  $2.74  on  the  prior  contract  for  pea  coal, 
awarded  about  two  months  ago. 

Lucien  Hill,  general  eastern  manager  of  the 
United  Coal  Co.,  returned  on  Monday  from  a 
business  trip  to  Pittsburg,  where  he  was  in  con¬ 
ference  with  the  owners  of  the  Quemahoning 
mines.  Mr.  Hill  is  kept  very  busy  just  at  this 
time,  as  the  new  mines  in  Somerset  county.  Pa., 
have  been  entirely  completed,  as  to  openings  and 
construction  of  tipples,  etc.  Sidings  and  the  nec¬ 
essary  connections  with  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
railroad  are  now  finished,  and  he  is  making  every 
effort  to  handle  a  heavy  tonnage  of  coal  in  this 
market. 

D.  E.  Van  Wickle,  of  Percy  Heilner  &  Son. 
New  York,  took  advantage  of  the  opening  of 
the  rabbit  season  in  New  Jersey,  taking  a  day 
off  from  his  duties.  He  joined  a  party  of  hunt¬ 
ers,  who  spent  the  day  in  shooting  the  elusive 
hare,  and  managed  to  secure  thirty-two.  Mr. 
Van  Wickle  has  been  a  resident  of  New  Jersey 
for  many  years,  living  at  Matawan,  Monmouth 
county,  and  though  still  a  young  man,  had  the 
honor  in  the  recent  election  of  being  re-elected 
to  the  mayoralty  of  the  town  for  the  sixth  time, 
making  his  term  fourteen  years  in  this  office. 
This  is  a  record  seldom  equaled  in  large  cities, 
and  is  one  to  be  proud  of. 

The  Boston  chamber  of  commerce  reports  that 
the  receipts  of  domestic  anthracite  and  bituminous 
coal  at  that  city  for  the  month  of  October  and 
since  January  of  this  year,  compared  with  the 
same  period  the  previous  year,  has  been :  An¬ 
thracite,  192,536  tons  and  1,612,502  tons,  against 
182,106  tons  and  1,727,456  tons  last  year,  showing 
a  slight  increase  for  the  month,  though  the  re¬ 
duction  for  ten  months  is  11'4,954  tons.  Bitu¬ 
minous  receipts  were  248,767  tons  for  October  and 
2,338,584  tons  for  the  year,  against  196,840  tons 
and  2,095,129  tons,  an  increase  of  51,927  tons  for 
the  month  and  243,455  tons  in  the  ten  months  of 
the  year.  This  shows  the  greater  activity  that 
has  prevailed  in  that  market  during  the  past  two 
months.  Receipts  of  provincial  bituminous  coal 
for  the  year  to  November  first  were  497,468  tons, 
against  450,811  tons  last  year. 

A  pleasant  surprise  party  was  given  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  James  A.  Walker  on  Saturday  night  of  last 
week  at  their  home,  1508  Christian  street,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pa.,  by  a  number  of  their  friends  on  the 
occasion  of  the  thirtieth  anniversary  of  their  mar¬ 
riage.  Among  those  present  were  Mrs.  A.  H. 
Wescoat  and  George  W.  Wiggins,  who  were 
present  at  the  wedding.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker 
were  married  November  eleventh,  1875,  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  W.  W.  Barr.  Mr.  Walker  is  president 
of  the  Philadelphia  Coal  Exchange,  president  of 
the  Board  of  Ministerial  League,  a  trustee  of  the 
Presbytery  and  a  director  of  the  Allegheny  sem¬ 
inary.  He  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
church  work  in  the  United  Presbyterian  church, 
and  for  thirty-seven  years  has  been  superintend¬ 
ent  of  the  Sunday  school  of  the  Eighth  church. 
He  has  been  in  the  coal  business  for  thirty-nine 
years. 

The  department  of  commerce  and  labor,  in  a 
recent  publication,  quotes  the  Anglo-Oriental 
Commerce  of  India,  for  October,  “that  the  total 
number  of  coal  mines  in  operation  in  1904  was 
296  (256  in  Bengal)  as  compared  with  302  (279 
in  Bengal)  in  1903.  The  production  in  Bengal  in 
1904  represents  more  than  six-sevenths  of  the 
whole  Indian  output  of  coal,  which  has  been  as 
follows  in  the  past  three  years:  1902,  7,424,402 
tons ;  1903,  7,438,386  tons,  and  1904,  8,216,706  tons. 
The  output  has  increased  every  year  for  the  last 
nineteen  years,  from  1,294,221  tons  in  1885,  to  the 
figures  given  above  for  1904.  The  exports  from 
Calcutta  in  1904-5  amounted  to  2,375,977  tons, 
about  three-fourths  of  this  being  loaded  into 
coastwise  vessels,  including  770,589  tons  of 
bunker  coal  shipped  for  use  on  steamers  engaged 
in  the  foreign  and  coasting  trade ;  3,146,566  tons 
left  the  port,  or  nearly  forty-five  per  cent  of  the 
output  of  Bengal  collieries  in  1904. 

A  serious  accident  occurred  on  Saturday  last 
at  Palmer’s  coal  pockets,  Newton  creek,  Brook¬ 
lyn,  due  to  the  breaking  of  a  cable.  In  hoisting 


a  bucket  of  coal,  it  fell  upon  the  men  working  in 
the  barge,  killing  one  instantly  and  injuring  three 
others.  The  barge  Westfield,  coal  laden,  was 
alongside  the  docks  unloading  its  cargo,  which 
was  being  hoisted  in  an  iron  bucket,  holding 
about  a  ton,  from  the  boat  to  the  pockets,  seventy- 
five  feet  above.  The  men  were  engaged  in  filling 
the  bucket  for  several  hours,  and  paid  little  at¬ 
tention  to  the  coal  after  it  left  them.  On  one  of 
the  trips  up,  after  almost  reaching  the  top,  the 
cable  broke,  and  before  warning  could  be  given, 
the  bucket  dropped  directly  upon  John  Brown,  a 
coal  trimmer,  killing  him  instantlv  and  seriously 
injuring  his  three  helpers  by  scalp  wounds  and 
contusions  of  the  body.  Superintendent  Mullen, 
of  the  Palmer  yards,  said  that  the  cable  was  in¬ 
stalled  only  two  weeks  ago  and  had  stood  the 
regulation  test. 

In  the  smoke  suits  against  the  Interborough 
company  of  New  York  city,  which  have  held 
over  since  last  summer,  Henry  G.  Statt,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  company’s  power  house  at  Sev¬ 
enty-fifth  street  and  the  East  river,  while  in  spe¬ 
cial  sessions  on  Monday  before  Justices  Olmsted, 
Wyatt  and  MoAvoy,  said  that  if  the  company 
were  to  burn  nothing  but  anthracite  in  its  power 
house  the  price  of  that  kind  of  fuel  would  be 
doubled  in  this  city.  “That  argument  does  not 
appeal  very  much  to  this  court,’’  remarked  Jus¬ 
tice  Olmsted.  “It  savors  too  much  of  a  threat 
that  the  members  of  the  court  will  have  to  spend 
more  money  for  their  coal  if  they  go  on.’’  Statt 
said  the  power  house  was  the  largest  in  the 
world,  devouring  about  7,000  tons  of  semi-bitu¬ 
minous  coal  a  day.  “To  run  the  elevated  lines 
with  it,  we  would  have  to  use  1,800  tons  a  day, 
or  one-half  of  the  supply  brought  to  the  city 
daily.  We  would  have  to  build  a  power  house 
twice  as  big,  and  even  then  we  could  not  furnish 
power  enough  with  that  kind  of  coal  to  handle 
the  traffic  on  the  elevated  lines.”  It  is  evident 
that  Statt  knows  little  about  anthracite  and  its 
consumption  in  New  York  city,  or  it  may  be 
merely  that  the  company  does  not  want  to  change 
to  a  smokeless  fuel. 

The  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Co.  announced 
on  Thursday  of  last  week  the  following  appoint¬ 
ments  :  Richard  T.  Davies,  acting  general  coal 
agent,  at  Philadelphia,  with  headquarters  at  108 
South  Fourth  street;  J.  B.  Cox,  sales  agent  in 
New  York  and  New  England,  with  headquarters 
at  143  Liberty  street.  New  York;  J.  B.  White- 
head,  purchasing  agent  of  the  company,  with 
headquarters  at  108  Fourth  street,  Philadelphia. 
With  the  exception  of  Mr.  Davies’  appointment, 
effective  at  once,  the  others  become  effective  on 
December  first.  The  change  which  is  made  by 
this  announcement  was  occasioned  by  the  serious 
illness  of  Mr.  Hill,  general  manager  of  sales  at 
Philadelphia,  who  has  been  in  the  company’s  em¬ 
ploy  for  over  thirty  years.  It  is  also  evident  that 
the  company  will  change  its  policy,  in  the  future 
taking  over  direct  charge  of  all  its  coal  sales,  by 
appointing  J.  B.  Cox  sales  agent  at  New  York. 
Mr.  Davies,  who  will  have  charge  of  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  business,  has  been  the  representative  of 
the  company  for  many  years  in  New  York,  in 
charge  of  its  shipping  and  other  interests,  having 
an  office  in  connection  with  F.  A.  Potts  &  Co. 
Mr.  Cox  has  been  identified  with  F.  A.  Potts  & 
Co.  of  New  York  for  about  twenty-seven  years, 
and  is  well  known  to  the  coal  trade  in  this  city. 
Mr.  Hill,  since  early  in  the  summer,  has  been 
confined  to  his  home  owing  to  a  physical  break¬ 
down,  and  his  present  condition  is  very  serious. 
He  is  nearly  seventy  years  of  age,  and  it  is  not 
believed  he  can  recover. 


Beech  Creek  Tonnage. 

Coal  transported  over  the  Beech  Creek  branch 
of  the  New  York  Central  railroad  for  the  week 
ending  October  thirty-first  amounted  to  279,979 
tons.  The  total  for  the  year  to  that  date  was 
7,461,680  tons,  as  compared  with  6,037,482  tons 
for  the  same  period  in  1904,  or  an  increase  of 
1,424,198  tons,  an  increase  of  twenty-three  per 
cent. 

Coke  tonnage  to  November  first  this  year 
amounted  to  73,289  tons,  as  compared  with  21,903 
tons  for  the  same  period  last  year. 
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A  Successful  Jingle  Contest  for  Retail  Dealers. 


On  November  first  the  North  Western  Fuel  Co., 
conducting  a  large  retail  business  in  St.  Paul  and 
Minneapolis,  concluded  a  most  succe.isful  “jingle” 
contest.  In  connection  with  this  contest  cash 
prizes  were  offered  to  school  children  who  sub¬ 
mitted  rhymes,  advertising  the  virtues  of  “Scran¬ 
ton”  coal,  and  the  North  Western  Fuel  Co.,  as 
the  distributer  of  it. 

An  advertisement  was  inserted  in  the  news¬ 
papers  of  the  two  cities  to  secure  contestants  who 
would  take  an  interest  in  the  matter.  This  ad¬ 
vertisement  attracted  a  large  amount  of  atten¬ 
tion  and  many  hundred  jingles  were  entered  in 
the  contest  before  it  was  brought  to  a  close. 

Evidently  the  contest  was  considered  a  decided 
success  by  this  company.  In  a  letter  to  The 
Black  Diamond  H.  P.  Imhuestock,  city  agent  of 
the  company,  who  had  charge  of  the  contest,  says : 

“Our  jingle  contest  has  ended,  and  as  requested 
I  submit  herewith  a  few  of  the  jingles,  and  our 
opinion  as  to  the  benefits  derived  therefrom.  Will 
say  that  the  primary  object  of  this  contest  was 
for  publicity  which  I  think  we  have  achieved  in 
a  very  large  degree,  as  we  have  been  the  talk  of 
all  the  school  children,  their  fathers  and  moth¬ 
ers,  for  the  past  month.  We  had  about  350 
answers  in  this  city,  and  about  450  in  Minne¬ 
apolis.  Of  course,  there  were  a  great  many  that 
were  not  worth  printing,  and  there  were  a  large 
number  that  had  considerable  merit.  As  an  ad¬ 
vertising  proposition  we  are  entirely  satisfied  with 
the  results  obtained. 

“I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  jingles,  taking 
the  first,  second,  third  and  fourth  prizes,  also  a 
few  of  the  others  that  the  judges  considered 
worthy  of  special  mention.  We  now  expect  to 
use  these  jingles  in  our  daily  papers  and  will 
keep  using  them  as  long  as  we  have  any  left 
that  we  think  are  worth  it. 

“We  gave  $10.00  for  the  first,  $7.50  for  the  sec¬ 
ond,  $5.00  for  the  third,  $2.50  for  the.  fourth,  and 
$1.00  each  for  any  other  jingles  submitted  that 
we  see  fit  to  use.” 

The  jingles  which  received  prizes  and  were 
accepted  under  this  plan  are  herewith  given. 


SCRANTON,  the  coal  that’s  the  best  you 
can  buy. 

Cleanest  of  anthracite,  quality  high; 

Radiates  heat,  through  your  house  sends  a 
glow,  . 

Ashes,  it  leaves,  which  are  white  as  the 
snow. 

Non-clinkering,  also,  to  make  it  still  better, 

’Twill  fill  your  requirements  right  up  to  the 
letter. 

Order  some ;  now  is  the  time,  you’ll  confess ; 

North  Western  Fuel  Co.  is  the  address. 


JINGLE  WHICH  RECEIVED  FIRST  PRIZE. 


The  carbon  gems  long  hid  in  Scranton  s 
hills. 

Like  tiny  suns  whose  life  has  smothered 
laid. 

Now  melt  the  breath  of  hoary  winter  chill 
And  cheer  the  hearth  with  golden  light 
arrayed. 

Each  nugget  dark  responding  to  the  light 
Glows  red  with  heat  and  only  ashes 
leave ; 

Give  rosy  fingered  solacing  delight 

And  golden  dreams  that  fireside  com¬ 
forts  weave. 


JINGLE  WHICH  RECEIVED  THIRD  PRIZE. 


Here’s  to  the  coal  of  Spotless  Town, 
That  can  turn  the  weather  upside  down ; 
No  dust  or  dirt  where  it  is  put, 

It  never  blackens  or  leaves  a  soot. 
Your  wife’s  good  natured. 

So  is  her  Mother; 

Get  wise;  use — SCRANTON  COAL 
And  have  no  other. 


JINGLE  RECEIVING  SPECIAL  MENTION. 


Shout,  shout  hurrah,  for  Scranton  Coal, 
free-burning,  hard  and  bright. 

Confirming  what  best  judges  say — the  King 
of  Anthracite. 

Remarkable  its  heating  power,  each  chunk 
with  comfort  glows, 

A  very  stream  of  energy  from  every  fur¬ 
nace  flows. 

No  other  coal  but  Scranton  contains  the 
flame  or  flash, 

The  clinker  disappears,  consumed,  and 
leaves  the  whitened  ash. 

O  fuel  of  the  future  years,  great  sire  of 
heat  and  steam. 

No  thought  can  disturb  your  settled  place 
in  myriad  homes  supreme. 


JINGLE  WHICH  RECEIVED  SECOND  PRIZE. 


No  Bliss  Serene  or  Comforts  rare 
With  Scranton  Coal  fires  can  compare ; 
Fires  banked  high — good  books  nigh. 
Uplifting  heart  and  pleasing  eye. 

Ever  bright  and  ruby  light 
Lingers  on  the  dazzled  sight; 

Carbon  Jewels  burning  fine 
Only  leaving  ash  behind. 


JINGLE  WHICH  RECEIVED  FOURTH  PRIZE. 


'Tis  not  for  the  money  I  write  this  poem. 

But  the  welfare  of  others  and  their  com¬ 
forts  at  home 

When  Jack  Frost  stings  your  ears  and  your 
'  nose. 

And  the  North  Wind  takes  your  breath  as 
he  blows. 

How  pleasant  to  see,  as  you  enter  the  door. 

The  ruddy  hearth  and  the  polished  floor; 

But  your  good-natured  wife  explains  the 
whole — ■ 

’Tis  due  to  the  use  of  “SCRANTON 
COAL.” 


JINGLE  RECEIVING  SPECIAL  MENTION. 


Once  there  was  sent  to  Hades  a  Minnesota 
Gent, 

Because  while  living  on  the  earth  he’d  been 
on  pleasure  bent. 

At  first  he  felt  a  little  scared  and  shaky  in 
the  knees. 

Till  he  saw  familiar  faces ;  then,  of  course, 
was  more  at  ease; 

But  what  made  him  feel  at  home  and 
quenched  his  thirsty  soul 

Was  the  signboard,  painted  scarlet,  “We 
all  burn  Scranton  Coal.” 


JINGLE  RECEIVING  SPECIAL  MENTION. 


Old  Nick  got  a  sinner  so  exceedingly 
tough 

That  he  couldn’t  find  heat  to  cook  him 
enough. 

He  really  didn’t  know  what  to  do. 

In  fact  he  was  in  a  devil  of  a  stew. 

But  as  honest  effort  reaches  the  goal, 

At  last  he  found  out  about  Scranton  Coal ; 

He  phoned  up  to  Saint  Paul  and  had  some 
sent  down. 

And  he  roasted  that  sinner  a  beautiful 
brown. 


JINGLE  RECEIVING  SPECIAL  MENTION. 


Scranton  coal,  a  standard  brand. 

Can  not  be  matched  in  all  this  land; 
Rich  in  carbon,  free  from  soot. 

And  of  clinkers  destitute. 

No  other  gives  such  steady  blaze. 

The  ideal  fuel  for  winter  days ; 

Of  perfection  we  have  reached  the  goal — 
No  other  burns  like  Scranton  Coal. 


JINGLE  RECEIVING  SPECIAL  MENTION. 


The  two  great  Cities — called  “The  Twins” — 
Always  striving  to  see  which  one  wins, 
Upon  one  subject 
Have  come  together — 

Use  Scranton  Coal 
For  wintry  weather; 

This  is  the  fuel  they  both  concede 
Never  will  fail  to  be  in  the  lead. 


JINGLE  RECEIVING  SPECIAL  MENTION. 


As  Santa  Claus  came  down  the  stack 
Of  an  elegant  modern  flat. 

And  saw  the  damage  to  his  pack 
From  the  coal  soot,  greasy  and  black. 

He  loudly  murmured,  “On  my  soul. 

I’ve  had  quite  enough  of  that.” 

So  he  left  for  the  landlord  a  china  bowl, 
Bearing  this  legend:  “Use  Scranton  Coal.” 


JINGLE  RECEIVING  SPECIAL  MENTION. 


List :  oh  people  whilst  I  sing 
Scranton  Coal’s  the  only  thing 
Free  from  dirt  and  free  from  slate 
When  you  buy  you  get  full  weight. 

Burns  in  furnace,  stove  or  grate 
Meals  well  cooked  and  never  late 
House  kept  warm — give  it  a  test 
At  price  no  higher  than  the  rest. 


JINGLE  RECEIVING  SPECIAL  MENTION. 


Pennsylvania  Shipments. 

Shipments  of  coal  and  coke  originating  on  the 
lines  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  east  of  Pitts¬ 
burg  and  Erie  for  the  week  ending  November 
fourth  amounted  to  961,988  tons,  distributed  as 
follows : 

1905.  1005.  1904. 

Weekending  Year  to  Year  to 


Nov.  4.  Nov.  4.  Nov.  5. 

Anthracite  coal  .  78,760  3,823,486  8,770,051 

Bituminous  coal  . 640,870  24,975,466  22,788,263 

Coke  . 242,358  9,343,063  7,197,619 


Totals  . 961,988  38,142,015  33,755,933 


V 

Progress  is  being  made  in  the  construction  of 
the  Southern  Indiana  railroad  from  Terre  Haute, 
Ind.,  to  Chicago.  No  definite  date  is  announced 
officially  for  the  opening  of  this  road  from  the 
coal  fields,  but  it  is  understood  that  it  will  en¬ 
gage  in  the  freight-carrying  trade  about  the  first 
of  the  year,  although  it  probably  will  be  some 
months  later  before  it  engages  in  passenger 
traffic.  All  of  the  bridges  between  the  two 
terminals  have  been  put  in,  including  the  bridge 
over  the  Big  Vermillion  river,  which  is  one  of 
the  most  important  on  the  line.  This  bridge  re¬ 
quired  3,000,000  pounds  of  steel,  which  was 
hauled  to  the  site  with  horses  and  built  before 
the  line  was  opened  to  that  point.  The  right 
of  way  has  been  graded  the  entire  distance  be¬ 
tween  Chicago  and  Terre  Haute.  All  that  re¬ 
mains  to  be  done  is  to  lay  eighty  miles  of  steel. 
It  is  understood  that  John  R.  Walsh,  the  prin¬ 
cipal  owner  of  the  railroad,  has  issued  orders  to 
the  contractors  engaged  in  laj-ing  the  steel  that 
this  work  must  be  prosecuted  with  the  greatest 
vigor. 
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Western  Retail  J^lotes. 

The  number  of  directors  in  the  Belt  Line  Coal 
Co.,  Chicago,  Ill.,  has  been  increased  from  three 
to  five. 

John  Heinson  has  purchased  the  half  interest 
of  W.  S.  Roach  in  the  coal  business  of  W.  S. 
Roach  &  Co.,  Woodhull,  Ill. 

The  Bowen-Regur  Coal  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  .with  a  capital  of 
$50,000  by  E.  L.  Bowen  and  W.  J.  Regur. 

The  Acme  Coal  Co.,  recently  organized  at 
Terre  Hautq,  Ind.,  is  constructing  a  new  storage 
shed,  60x100  feet,  at  Tenth  and  Poplar  streets. 

Fred  A.  Grow  has  started  a  retail  coal  and 
wood  business  at  Eagle  Harbor,  Wash.,  and  has 
already  disposed  of  a  large  quantity  of  both  coal 
and  wood. 

D.  L.  Houser,  a  pioneer  coal  man  of  Iowa  City, 
Iowa,  is  confined  to  his  home  on  Iowa  avenue. 
He  is  unable  to  be  out,  although  he  is  not  dan¬ 
gerously  ill. 

Twenty-six  of  the  twenty-seven  coal  dealers 
at  Edwardsville,  Ill.,  have  formed  a  local  asso¬ 
ciation.  Coal  will  be  sold  only  to  those  who  pay 
cash  in  the  future. 

The  George  M.  Jones  Co.,  coal  merchants  at 
Toledo,  Ohio,  has  been  awarded  the  contract  for 
furnishing  the  city  asylum  and  hospital  with  coal 
the  coming  winter. 

The  E.  E.  Pinney  Coal  Co.  has  been  awarded 
the  contract  for  furnishing  the  city  of  Worthing¬ 
ton,  Minn.,  with  a  winter  supply  of  Youghiogheny 
coal  at  $5.39  per  ton. 

G.  W.  Van  Dusen  &  Co.  have  been  awarded 
the  contract  for  furnishing  the  courthouse  at 
Clark,  S.  D.,  with  thirty-five  tons  of  anthracite 
coal  at  $10.75  per  ton. 

L.  Alboucq  is  building  a  coal  shed,  16x32  feet, 
near  the  west  end  of  the  Hayden  Lumber  Com¬ 
pany,  Hartline,  Wash.,  and  will  engage  in  the  re¬ 
tail  business  this  winter. 

Harry  Smith,  who  is  in  the  draying  business 
at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  is  building  extensive 
coal  sheds  and  will  operate  a  retail  business  in 
connection  with  his  other  interests. 

The  S.  Hage  Lumber  Co.  has  received  the  con¬ 
tract  for  supplying  the  court  house  at  Madelia, 
Minn.,  with  coal  the  coming  winter.  The  coal 
is  to  be  supplied  at  $6.00  per  ton. 

Retail  dealers  at  Cairo,  Ill.,  report  that  they 
are  unable  to  secure  further  shipments  of  coal 
on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  cars,  and  that  the 
city  is  on  the  verge  of  a  coal  famine. 

The  Crawford  Coal  &  Ice  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $50,000.  The  incorporators  are  J.  H.  Craw¬ 
ford,  F.  Heintz  and  Amber  Crawford. 

The  coal  and  wood  business  of  Sheperd  Davis, 
South  Bend,  Ind.,  has  been  transferred  to  the 
Indiana  Coal  Co.,  who  will  continue  to  operate 
the  yard  at  the  corner  of  Division  and  Walnut 
streets. 

Because  of  the  lack  of  cars,  there  is  a  shortage 
of  bituminous  coal  at  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  There 
is  a  large  quantity  of  anthracite  on  hand,  how¬ 
ever,  which  the  manufacturing  companies  are 
commencing  to  use. 

Freight  officials  of  the  Pennsylvania  lines  at 
Richmond,  Ind.,  have  consented  to  a  conference 
with  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Richmond 
Merchants’  association  to  consider  the  question 
of  reducing  coal  rates. 

E.  C.  Smith  and  W.  L.  Smith  have  formed 
a  partnership  under  the  style  of  Smith  Bros. 
Coal  Co.  to  engage  in  the  retail  coal  business  at 
Des  Moines,  Iowa.  Both  are  connected  with 
the  Carbondale  mines. 

On  account  of  the  large  number  of  short  weight 
orders  delivered  at  Butte,  Mont.,  A.  Orton  has 
been  appointed  city  inspector  of  weights.  A 
dealer’s  second  offense  is  followed  by  arrest  and 
a  fine  of  $100  is  imposed. 

Thomas  Mulgrew,  a  coal  dealer  at  Dubuque, 
Iowa,  was  recently  swindled  out  of  $4,000  by  a 
man  representing  himself  to  be  John  R.  Hoover, 
of  Linn  county,  Iowa,  who  claimed  that  he 


wanted  to  purchase  a  farm  and  was  compelled 
to  borrow  $i4,000. 

W.  E.  Veon,  a  coal  merchant  at  Bowbells, 
N.  D.,  has  sold  his  property  and  coal  busine.ss  to 
T.  Stromseth.  As  soon  as  he  disposes  of  the 
coal  on  hand  he  will  move  to  his  farm,  where  he 
will  reside  in  the  future. 

The  price  of  anthracite  in  Sioux  City,  Iowa, 
has  advanced  to  $10.75  per  ton  on  account  of 
the  present  shortage  of  cars.  The  demand  for 
coal  in  Sioux  City  is  mostly  for  bituminous  on 
which  there  has  been  no  advance. 

The  new  office  of  the  Elmore  Coal  Co.,  in 
South  Main  street,  Rockford,  Ilf.,  is  nearly  com¬ 
pleted.  It  occupies  a  site  between  the  Milwau¬ 
kee  and  Burlington  freight  depot.s,  which  is  an 
ideal  location  for  a  coal  and  wood  office. 

When  the  city  of  Dubuque,  Iowa,  advertised 
for  bids  for  supplying  the  municipality  with  a 
winter’s  supply  of  coal  and  wood  only  one  dealer 
responded.  The  members  of  the  council  will 
advertise  for  bids  from  outside  of  the  city. 

A  cut  of  thirty  cents  per  ton  from  Duluth  to 
Hutchinson,  Minn.,  has  been  made  in  the  freight 
rate  by  the  Great  Northern  railroad  on  all  bitu¬ 
minous  coals.  It  is  not  known  whether  there  will 
be  any  reduction  on  the  anthracite  rate  or  not. 

Eastern  l^etail  ^^otes. 

The  Kneil  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Westfield,  Mass.,  with  a  capital  of  $10,000  by  R. 
H.  Kneil,  S.  B.  Campbell  and  H.  A.  Dalton. 

William  F.  Keating,  a  coal  merchant  at  Green 
Island,  N.  Y.,  died  recently  at  his  home  in  that 
city  after  a  three  days’  illness,  as  a  result  of 
pneumonia. 

McDowell  &  Bro.,  coal  merchants  at  Oiester, 
Pa.,  are  erecting  a  new  office  at  the  corner  of 
Second  and  Morton  streets,  where  a  new  set  of 
scales  will  be  installed. 

A  driver  for  Henry  Zipp,  a  coal  merchant  at 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  was  recently  robbed  of  $14  which 
had  been  given  him  as  change  for  a  $20  bill 
which  he  was  to  receive  in  payment  for  a  ton  of 
coal. 

Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  is  in  the  grip  of  a  bituminous 
coal  famine,  brought  about  by  the  scarcity  of  cars 
at  the  mines.  The  dealers  are  hard  pressed  and 
are  bending  every  energy  to  secure  a  supply  for 
the  city. 

Robinson  &  Jones  have  been  incorporated  at 
Natick,  Mass.,  to  deal  in  coal,  etc.  The  capital 
of  the  company  is  $15,000  and  the  incorporators 
are  W.  B.  Robinson,  C.  H.  Jones  and  Charles  F. 
Robinson. 

J.  M.  Solomon,  a  coal  dealer  at  Wilmington, 
Del.,  has  made  an  assignment  to  J.  F.  Neary  as 
trustee  for  all  of  the  creditors.  The  liabilities 
are  placed  at  $25,000  and  the  assets  are  said  to  ex¬ 
ceed  this  amount. 

Citizens  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  are  making  com¬ 
plaint  against  the  proposed  erection  of  coal  pock¬ 
ets  at  Bowery  and  Market  streets,  claiming  that 
it  will  be'  a  nuisance  and  menace  in  case  of  fire 
if  it  is  built  of  wood. 


which  was  recently  published:  “Frank  B.  Deck, 
Dolgeville,  N.  Y.,  bought  the  entire  stock  of  the 
Dolgeville  Coal  Co.  at  auction  recently  in  that 
city.  The  price  paid  was  $795,  while  the  value 
of  the  stock  is  .said  to  be  $5,800.’’  This  was  an 
error,  as  the  capital  of  the  Dolgeville  Coal  Co. 
is  $20,000,  all  issued  and  paid  in,  and  the  amount 
purchased  by  the  treasurer,  Frank  J.  Beck,  was 
$5,300,  par  value,  sold  at  auction  for  $795. 

Southern  Retail  Notes. 

'1  he  People’s  Coal  &  Ice  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  with  a  capital  of 
$50,000. 

The  capital  of  the*  Dyersburg  Ice  &•  Coal  Co., 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  has  been  increased  from  $15,000 
to  $25,000. 

J.  G.  Savory,  one  of  the  leading  coal  merchants 
at  Talladega,  Ala.,  recently  went  into  bank¬ 
ruptcy,  his  liabilities  amounting  to  $7,000  and  the 
assets  to  $1,200. 

W.  J.  Chase  has  sold  to  the  Berlin  Coal  Co., 
Memphis,  Tenn.,  a  tract  of  land  fronting  132 
feet  on  Johnson  avenue,  near  Concord.  The 
land  will  be  used  for  retail  coal  yards.  The  con¬ 
sideration  was  $16,000. 

Owen  J.  Hession,  a  prominent  coal  merchant 
and  politician  at  Wilmington,  Del.,  died  recently 
at  his  home.  No.  138  Banning  street,  of  kidney 
trouble,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years.  He  is 
survived  by  a  wife  and  two  children. 

W.  L.  Shelly,  a  coal  and  wood  dealer  at  East 
First  street,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  was  recently  vic¬ 
timized  by  a  swindler,  who  secured  $8.20  in 
change  for  a  worthless  $10  bill,  after  ordering 
some  coat  sent  to  a  fictitious  address. 

The  White  Oak  Coal  Co.  has  under  construc¬ 
tion  at  Richmond,  Va.,  one  of  the  largest  coal 
ele-vators  in  the  country,  which  will  he  ready  for 
business  in  the  near  future.  The  structure,  when 
completed,  will  have  a  capacity  of  more  than  10,- 
000  tons,  apd  twenty-five  carts  may  be  loaded  at 
the  same  time. 

The  Atlanta  Ice  &  Coal  Co.  has  begun  the 
erection  of  one  of  the  largest  cold  storage  plants 
in  the  south  at  Atlanta.  Ga.,  at  a  cost  of  $2.50,- 
000.  The  new  plant  will  be  located  on  the  corner 
of  Marietta  street  and  North  avenue  on  proper¬ 
ty  recently  purchased  from  H.  T.  Inman. 

Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 

The  Norfolk  &  Montana  Mining  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Anaconda,  Mont.  The  incorpora¬ 
tors  are  I.  Rosenfield,  of  Anaconda,  and  A.  Vrany, 
of  Norfolk,  Va. 

The  Western  Fuel  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Butte,  Mont.,  with  a  capital  of  $20,000.  The 
incorporators  are  Fred  Cobb,  V.  W.  Huff,  C.  H. 
Lane  and  E.  S.  Shields. 

The  Imperial  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  _  Duquoin,  III.,  with  a  capital  of 
$50,000.  The  incorporators  are  T.  T.  Howell,  L. 
B.  Kelly  and  C.  F.  Kelly. 


The  Scott  Building  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Boonton,  N.  J.,  with  a  capital  of  $100,000,  to 
deal  in  coal,  lumber,  etc.,  at  retail.  The  incor- 
norators  are  O.  Decker,  A.  Kayhart  and  Peter 
Decker,  all  of  Boonton. 

John  G.  Burch,  a  coal  merchant  of  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  died  recently  at  his  home  on  Watervliet 
avenue,  after  an  illness  which  had  lasted  for  some 
time.  Mr.  Burch  is  survived  by  his  widow,  three 
sons  and  two  daughters. 

Burns  Bros.,  Edgewater,  N.  J.,  have  been  in¬ 
corporated  to  deal  in  coal,  wood,  etc.,  at  retail, 
with  a  capital  of  $1,500,000.  The  incorporators 
of  the  company  are  S.  M.  Schatzkin,  N.  J.  Am¬ 
brose,  L.  Gallagher  and  N.  J.  Michael. 

A  swindler,  representing  himself  to  be  the 
agent  for  a  coal  and  wood  firm  that  had  pur¬ 
chased  a  great  deal  of  coal  from  a  railroad 
wreck,  and  for  that  reason  was  disposing  of  it  , 
much  below  cost,  received  considerable  money 
from  housewives  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.  A 

The  attention  of  The  Black  Diamond  hasa 
been  called  to  the  following  incorrect  statementj 


The  Lincoln  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  with  a  capital  of  $10,- 
000,  by  M.  K.  Smith,  W.  H.  Jeffrey,  W.  M.  Edi¬ 
son,  W.  T.  S.  O’Hara  and  Arthur  E.  Chase. 

The  Round  Top  Coal  Co.  has  filed  papers  of 
incorporation  at  Portland,  Ore.,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $100,000.  The  incorporators  are  H.  H. 
Parker,  A.  E.  Gebhardt  and  S.  B.  Linthicum. 

The  Pittsburg  Coal  Co.  has  filed  papers  of  in¬ 
corporation  in  Wisconsin  at  Superior.  The  capi¬ 
tal  of  the  corporation  is  $100,000  and  the  incor¬ 
porators  are  H.  H.  Grace,  C.  P.  White  and 
Charles  Gallagher. 

The  Ohio  River  &  Western  Coal  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Woodsfield.  Ohio.  The  capital 
stock  of  the  company  is  $100,000  and  the  incor- 
portators  are  S.  L.  Mooney,  W.  C.  Mooney,  F.  L. 
Mooney  and  W.  E.  Malloy. 

The  Sostad  Mining  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Dallas,  Tex.,  to  do  a  coal  mining  business  at 
Guthrie  and  Nelson,  British  Columbia,  with 
$1,000,000  capital  stock.  The  incorporators  are 
A.  Sostad,  O.  J.  Alfsmo  and  G.  V.  Pattison. 
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Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  J^otes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

The  Washington  Fuel  Co.  has  been  incorpo¬ 
rated  at  Grafton,  West  Virginia,  with  a  capital 
of  $50,000  to  mine  coal. 

The  Solid  Petroleum  Fuel  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  New  York,  N.  Y.,  with  a  capital  of 
$100,000.  'I'he  incorporators  arc  hunile  Rieser, 
j.  L.  Glover  and  Mary  Eisenbach. 

The  Central  Tennessee  Coal  &  'I'imber  Co. 
has  been  incor|)orated  at  Augusta,  Maine,  with  a 
capital  of  $100,000  to  deal  in  coal,  timber,  etc. 
'I'lic  incorporators  of  the  company  arc  I.  L. 
Fairbanks  and  L.  A.  Burleigh. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  .Sonman  Coal  Co.,  Ebensburg,  Pa.,  has 
leased  eighty  new  steel  hopper-bottom  coal  cars 
of  100,000  pounds  capacity  each. 

.‘\n  increase  of  six  per  cent  for  October  wages 
has  been  awarded  the  anthracite  miners.  This 
is  an  increase  of  one  per  cent  over  the  Septem¬ 
ber  wages. 

After  a  hard  fight  of  two  months,  the  fire  in 
the  Buck  Ridge  colliery,  .Shamokin,  Pa.,  has  been 
extinguished,  and  the  new  workings  will  be  put 
in  suitable  condition  as  soon  as.  possible. 

S.  W.  Kniffin,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  has  secured 
options  on  1,000  acres  of  coal  land  in  the  vicinity 
of  Mulberrv,  Kas  .  and  it  is  believed  that  exten¬ 
sive  operations  will  be  developed  in  the  spring. 

In  a  report  just  issued  by  the  Dominion  Coal 
Co.,  Glace  Bay,  N.  S.,  an  increase  of  39,279  tons 
is  showm  in  the  output  for  the  month  of  October, 
1905,  as  compared  with  the  same  month  last  year. 

A  deal  was  recently  closed  for  the  transfer 
of  several  hundred  acres  of  coal  land  in  Inde¬ 
pendence  township.  Pa,,  to  L.  A.  Russell,  of 
Cannonsburg.  Pa.  The  consideration  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  $100  an  acre. 

The  long  dispute  between  the  J.  S.  Wentz 
Coal  Co.,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  and  its  employes,  has 
betn  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned 
by  the  anthracite  conciliation  board,  which  held 


a  meeting  recently  ats  Pottsville.  The  case 
grew  out  of  a  complaint  made  by  the  employes  in 
wdiich  they  asserted  that  the  company’s  method 
of  increasing  the  wages  according  to  the  sliding 
scale  was  incorrect,  and  that  it  favored  the  op¬ 
erators. 

The  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Co,,  has  de¬ 
clared  its  Second  four  per  cent  dividend  within 
a  year,  wdiich  places  the  stock  of  this  corporation 
upon  an  eight  per  cent  basis.  This  second 
divitlend  was  not  unexpected. 

'I  he  Merchants’  Coal  Co.,  I’altimore,  Md.,  is 
contemplating  the  purchase  of  1,000  coal  cars,  as 
a  result  of  the  shortage  of  e(|uipment  on  the  Bal¬ 
timore  &  Ohio  railroad,  the  mines  of  the  company 
being  located  on  this  rail  line. 

A  tract  of  coal  land  consistiug  of  530  acres, 
in  Reilly  and  'I'remont  townships,  near  Pottsville, 
Pa.,  has  been  sold  by  the  heirs  of  the  Bannan 
estate.  The  land  lies  immediately  north  and 
west  of  the  new  Blackwood  breaker. 

I'rank  Cooper,  Wellersburg,  Pa.,  acting  for  a 
number  of  Philadelphia  capitalists,  has  taken  op¬ 
tions  on  several  hundred  acres  of  coal  land  in  the 
vicinity  of  Lonaconing,  Pa.  It  is  stated  that  the 
deal  will  be  completed  within  the  next  w'eek  or 
two. 

Proceedings  have  been  commenced  to  restrain 
the  anthracite  companies  from  dumping  culm 
into  the  river  at  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.  Although  only 
one  company  is  named  as  defendant,  all  of  the 
companies  in  that  region  are  included  in  the  legal 
proceedings  instituted. 

Several  miners  were  killed  and  a  number  of 
others  seriously  injured  in  an  explosion  which 
recently  occurred  at  the  mines  of  the  Tidewater 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Vivian,  W.  Va.  The  cause 
of  the  explosion  is  not  known,  but  it  is  thought 
was  caused  by  a  blown  out  shot. 

I'he  fire  which  has  been  burning  for  some  time 
in  the  Turkey  Run  mine  of  the  Philadelphia  & 
Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  was  extinguished  after 
seventy-two  hours  of  hard  and  dangerous  work. 
The  fire  was  approached  by  building  a  tunnel 
500  feet  in  length  along  the  gangway. 

A  mammoth  conduit  is  to  be  constructed  soon 
for  the  Washington  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  at  Star 
Junction,  Pa.,  where  the  company  is  now  erecting 


.500  additional  coke  ovens.  The  conduit  will  be 
used  to  carry  the  heat  from  the  ovens  to  four 
large  Sterling  boilers,  and  will  be  so  arranged 
that  it  will  have  connection  with  each  of  the 
ovens. 

'I'he  sale  of  25,000  acres  of  coal  land,  one  of 
the  largest  deals  ever  consummated  by  local 
capitalists,  was  closed  recently  at  Uniontown,  Pa. 
'I'he  property  is  located  in  Monongalia  and 
Marion  counties.  West  Virginia,  and  the  price 
paid  by  a  syndicate  is  said  to  have  been  $2,- 
500,000. 

Extensive  work  is  in  progress  at  the  'I'homas- 
ton  colliery  in  the  Heckscherville  valley,  near 
I’ottsville,  Pa.,  preparatory  to  opening  up  that 
operation  again.  The  foundation  for  a  boiler 
house  has  already  been  laid,  and  pumps  are  being 
erected  to  lift  the  water  from  the  inner  workings 
of  the  mine. 

Drillers  have  been  at  work  for  some  time  on 
Bopst  mountain  near  Williamsport,  Pa.,  to  as¬ 
certain  if  possible  what  minerals  or  metals  of 
value  are  to  be  found.  The  results  are  reported 
as  being  far  better  than  was  expected.  Coal  has 
been  found  in  several  places,  while  traces  of 
gold  have  also  been  discovered. 

V 

An  unusual  lawsuit  has  been  commenced  at 
Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  which  will  be  watched  with 
considerable  interest  by  coal  operators  and  ship¬ 
pers  providing  the  allegations  made  are  support¬ 
ed  by  facts.  The  Deep  Vein  Coal  Co.,  which 
has  a  mine  on  the  west  side  at  Terre  Haute, 
has  begun  an  action  against  William  M.  Camp¬ 
bell,  William  Hurst,  William  Griffith  and  Lee 
Byers,  composing  the  Sugar  Valley  Coal  Co.,  ask¬ 
ing  for  an  injunction  and  demanding  damages  in 
the  amount  of  $1,000.  The  complaint  alleges  that 
the  defendant  company  has  been  using  the  legal¬ 
ly  adopted  name  o{  the  plaintiff  to  deceive  the 
public  and  secure  patronage  from  customers  who 
desired  to  patronize  the  Deep  Vein  Co.,  and  that 
the  defendant  has  sold  a  large  amount  of  coal  by 
means  of  the  alleged  deception.  The  plaintiff 
asks  that  damages  be  awarded  ^nd  that  an  in¬ 
junction  be  issued  preventing  the  defendant  from 
using  the  name  ‘‘Deep  Vein”  in  connection  with 
its  business. 
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Literary  Notes. 

It  has  seemed  in  years  past  as  if  St.  Nicholas  simply 
could  not  be  any  better;  but  every  year  standards  ad¬ 
vance  and  brains  and  hands  grow  more  skillful  in  pro¬ 
ducing  a  magazine  that  delights  young  hearts.  So  a  host 
of  finer  features  than  ever  is  promised  for  the  coming 
year.  First,  there  will  be  Miss  Helen  Nicolay’s  “The 
Boy’s  Life  of  Abraham  Lincoln,”  a  vivid  and  striking 
story  of  a  good  and  great  man  with  whom  every  Amer¬ 
ican  boy  and  girl  should  make  acquaintance.  Miss  Nico- 
lay  is  the  daughter  of  John  G.  Nicolay,  one  of  Lincoln’s 
private  secretaries  who,  with  John  Hay,  wrote  the  author¬ 
ized  life  of  Lincoln.  Perhaps  no  one  living  is  better 
qualified  to  write  such  a  biography.  “The  Boy’s  Life  of 
Abraham  Lincoln”  begins  in  the  November  number  and 
runs  through  the  year.  And  this  is  only  a  beginning. 
Capt.  Harold  Hammond  has  written  more  “Pinkey  Per¬ 
kins”  stories  for  coming  numbers  of  St.  Nicholas.  “The 
Crimson  Sweater,”  by  Ralph  Henry  Barbour,  is  a  new 
serial  story  for  both  girls  and  boys.  Still  another  serial 
story  is  “From  Sioux  to  Susan.”  It  is  about  a  girl,  bivt 
boys  will  like  her.  Ralph  D.  Paine,  Maurice  Francis 
Egan,  Rebecca  Harding  Davis,  and  other  favorites  of 
young  readers  are  at  work  on  stories  and  sketches'  for 
St.  Nicholas  readers.  Then  there  is  to  be  a  series  of 
stories  of  useful  inventions — the  bit  of  fairyland  wrapped 
up  in  a  match,  for  instance,  or  a  stove,  or  a  house,  or 

a  clock.  S.  E.  Forman  has  dived  deep  into  the  magic 

of  common  things  for  the  readers  of  St.  Nicholas  during 
1906.  St.  Nicholas  League  is  50,000  strong  and  growing 
fast.  Its  membership,  its  competitions,  and  its  prizes 

are  open  to  all  young  people  on  the  simplest  of  condi¬ 
tions  and  without  any  cost.  Another  department.  Nature 
and  Science,  is  doing  fine  work  in  arousing  a  whole¬ 
some  interest  in  Nature.  There  are  other  departments; 
there  are  always  pictures  and  jingles  and  delightful 

sketches  almost  without  end.  The  child  who  reads  St. 
Nicholas  is  richer  and  happier  for  it  all  his  life.  Bet¬ 
ter  begin  with  November,  1905. 

We  certainly  have  lived  in  a  groove  as  far  as  telescopic 
sights  go.  For  years  they  have  been  looked  upon  as  a 


sort  of  underhand  advantage,  and  riflemen  of  rigidly 
correct  ideas  would  not  condescend  to  use  them.  Yet,  in 
target  shooting  we  have  allowed  palm  rests,  _  Schutzen 
butts,  hair  triggers,  abnormally  heavy  barrels,  spirit  levels, 
wind  gauges  and  vernier  sights,  thouglt.  we  turned  balky 
immediately  the  telescope  was  proposed  as  an  additional 
fitting.  It  looks  as  though  the  telescope  were  to  emerge 
from  its  long  night.  Last  spring  the  Zettler  rifle  club 
permitted  the  use  of  the  sight  at  its  indoor  champion¬ 
ship.  And  this  famous  club  has  followed  up  its  initial 
action  by  permitting  the  use  of  the  telescope  at  its  thirty- 
first  annual  festival  and  tournament  recently  held  at 
Union  Hill,  N.  J. — Recreation,  for  November. 

The  December  chapters  of  Mrs.  Humphry  Ward’s 
“Fenwick’s  Career,”  which  began  in  the  November  Cen¬ 
tury,  find  the  young  Westmoreland  painter  hard  at  work 
in  London,  just  getting  his  first  glimpses  of  new  worlds 
of  work,  thought  and  social  life.  In  this  number,  too, 
are  introduced  Lord  Findon  and  his  charming  daughter, 
Madame  de  Pastourelles,  both  o^  whom  seem  likely  to 
prove  important  characters  in  the  development  of  the 
story. 

V 

The  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Kansas  City, 
Alo.,  has  purchased  45,000  acres  of  valuable  tim¬ 
ber  land  in  the  southwest,  which  is  estimated  will 
last  for  forty  years.  The  consideration  was  $750,- 
000  and  fire  deal  is  likely  to  be  financed  by  an 
issue  of  bonds. 

V 

The  Kenmare  coal  mine  at  Kenmare,  N.  D.,  is 
now  owned  by  John  Birkholtz,  of  Grand  Forks. 
The  mine  at  one  time  was  incorporated  for 
$1,000,000.  All  that  Mr.  Birkholtz  paid  for  the 
property  was  to  assume  a  mortgage  for  $10,000. 


Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Southern  Enterprises. 

The  Empire  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  with  a  capital  of  $100,000. 

The  Kentucky-Jellico  Coal  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Knox,  Ky.,  with  a  capital  of  $10,000. 

The  Southern  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  has  been  incor- 
l)orated  at  Nashville,  'J  enn.,  with  a  capital  of 
$300,000. 

The  Shamrock  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Frankfort,  Ky.,  to  mine  coal  in 
Bell  County.  The  capital  of  the  company  is 
$30,000. 

Incorporation  papers  have  been  filed  by  the 
Empire  Coal  Co.  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  to  maintain 
and  operate  coal  mines.  The  capital  of  the  com¬ 
pany  is  given  at  $100,000. 

General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  opening  of  coal  mines  at  Henryetta,  I.  T., 
has  caused  competition  in  the  coal  business  in 
that  field  and  coal  prices  have  slumped. 

The  state  of  Tennessee  is  contemplating  the 
purchase  of  additional  coal  lands  for  the  purpose 
of  utilizing  the  labor  of  the  state  convicts. 

The  Jackson  Coal  Co.,  which  opened  up  mines 
on  the  Hog  Camp  branch  of  the  Louisville  & 
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Nashville  railroad  some  six  months  ago,  began 
shipping  coal  recently. 

Fine  specimens  of  coal  have  been  found  in  the 
vicinity  of  Jackson,  Ala.,  and  it  is  believed  that 
a  small  coal  mine  will  be  flevelopcd  within  a  few 
■weeks.  The  coal  is  of  the  same  grade  as  that 
mined  around  Blocton. 

The  stockholders  of  the  East  Tennessee  Iron 
&  Coal  Co.,  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  met  recently  and 
elected  the  following  officers ;  President  and  treas¬ 
urer,  J.  D.  Rath;  vice-president,  L.  D.  Tyson; 
secretary,  H.  J.  Merwin. 

The  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Tennes¬ 
see  Land  &  Coal  Co.,  which  was  to  have  been  held 
in  Nashville  recently,  failed  to  materialize  on  ac¬ 
count  of  a  number  of  the  heaviest  stockholders 
being  unable  to  attend. 

R.  C.  Middleton  and  associates  of  Jasper,  Ala., 
have  purchased  the  mining  property  of  the  Al¬ 
drich  Mining  Co.  at  Brilliant,  Ala.,  the  price  paid 
being  $175,000.  The  property  is  situated  on  a 
branch  of  the  Illinois  Central  railroad. 

Articles  of  incorporation  will  be  filed  at  Aus¬ 
tin,  Tex.,  in  the  near  future,  for  the  incorpora¬ 
tion  of  a  land  and  coal  company  which  will  de¬ 
velop  lignite  coal  beds  in  Freestone  and  An¬ 
derson  counties  in  that  state.  The  company  is 


to  be  composed  of  Texas  and  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
people,  and  is  to  have  a  capital  of  $250,000.  The 
headquarters  will  be  at  Corsicana,  Tex.  J.  V. 
Watkins,  of  the  latter  city,  is  interested  in  the 
new  corporation. 

Rear  Admiral  H.  N.  Manny,  chief  of  the  bu¬ 
reau  of  equipment  of  the  navy  department,  and 
Commander  V.  N.  Nelson,  recently  spent  several 
days  in  San  Diego,  Cal.,  in  search  of  a  site  for 
the  proposed  government  coaling  station. 

The  Mobile  &  Ohio  railroad  is  preparing  to 
construct  a  road  into  the  valuable  Tuscaloosa  coal 
field  of  Alabama.  The  development  of  this  field 
has  been  commenced  by  a  number  of  Chicago 
capitalists  represented  by  W.  H.  Skaggs. 

'I'he  Henry  E.  Weaver  Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill., 
has  leased  the  coking  plant  of  the  Chicago- 
Tennessee  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  at  Waldensia,  Tenn., 
and  the  ovens,  which  have  remained  idle  during 
the  summer  will  go  into  operation  at  once. 

Announcement  was  made  recently  that  the 
wages  of  union  miners  in  Alabama  have  been 
raised  2l4c  per  ton  as  a  result  of  the  higher  price 
of  iron.  The  maximum  wage  of  57l4  cents  per 
ton  will  be  paid  coal  miners  from  now  on. 

The  South  &  Western  railway,  with  headquar¬ 
ters  at  Bristol,  Va.,  is  daily  increasing  its  force 


of  employes  by  the  addition  of  experienced  men 
from  the  different  railroads  in  the  south.  Three- 
thousand  men  are  at  work  on  the  new  coal  road 
from  the  southwestern  fields  of  Virginia,  to  a 
point  on  the  south  Atlantic  coast. 

Chesley  Williams,  a  former  prominent  coal 
mine  operator  at  Madisonville,  Ky.,  died  recently 
in  that  city  as  the  result  of  stomach  trouble.  He 
was  one  of  the  largest  property  holders  at  Mad¬ 
isonville,  and  leaves  a  wife  and  two  children. 

Three  men  were  killed  and  a  number  seriously 
injured  in  an  explosion  in  one  of  the  mines  of 
the  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  at  Hartford,  Ark., 
recently.  The  cause  of  the  explosion  is  merely 
conjectured,  but  it  is  supposed  to  have  been  due 
to  a  windy  shot. 

The  West  Kentucky  Coal  Co.,  Sturgis,  Ky.,  has 
recruited  400  nonunion  miners  from  Missouri  and 
Pennsylvania  to  take  the  place  of  union  miners 
who  are  out  on  a  strike.  Twenty-two  Pinkerton 
guards  have  been  sent  from  St.  Louis  to  pre¬ 
serve  peace,  it  is  claimed. 

A  contract  for  a  $2,000,000  bridge  across  the 
Ohio  river  from  Ironton,  Ohio,  to  Ashland,  Ky., 
has  been  let  by  the  Toledo  &  Ironton  Railway. 
This  will  furnish  a  new  outlet  from  the  West 
Virginia  coal  mines,  and  also  will  result  in  open¬ 
ing  up  new  coal  mines  in  Kentucky. 
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With  the  approach  of  the  time  when  the  anthracite  miners  will 
hold  their  convention  at  Shamokin,  Pa.,  to  decide  upon  the  position 
they  will  take  with  reference  to  wage  conditions,  and  with  the  meeting 
held  in  Chicago  this  week  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  national 
association  of  bituminous  coal  operators,  the  question  of  relations 
between  employer  and  employe  in  the  mining  industry  is  crowding 
into  the  foreground.  While  at  the  present  time  it  does  not  supplant 
the  interest  of  the  shippers  of  coal  in  the  car  question  and  motive 
power,  it  will  not  be  long  until  this  matter  will  occupy  the  center  of 
the  stage. 

It  is  altogether  too  early  to  anticipate  what  labor  negotiations 
may  bring  forth.  In  connection  with  the  anthracite  situation,  reports 
received  by  The  Black  Diamond  from  authoritative  sources  are  indic¬ 
ative  of  a  conservative  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  miners.  It  is 
reported  that  there  is  not  nearly  so  much  agitation  among  those  em¬ 
ployed  at  the  anthracite  collieries  as  there  was  several  months  ago  at 
the  time  of  Mr.  Mitchell’s  campaign  for  new  members.  The  conserva¬ 
tive  element  among  the  leaders  seems  to  have  bem  at  work  with  a  view 
to  creating  a  better  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  men,  and  there  is  little 
individual  complaint  as  to  the  conditions  of  work.  Possibly  the  feel¬ 
ing  prevails  among  the  mine-workers  that  it  is  a  good  policy  to  let 
well  enough  alone. 

At  the  Shamokin  convention,  which  will  commence  its  meeting 
on  December  fourteenth,  all  the  elements  among  the  miners  will  doubt¬ 
less  be  represented.  If  the  radicals  are  in  the  ascendancy  and  control 
the  meeting,  the  outlook  for  the  peace  will  be  considerably  diminished. 
On  the  other  hand,  should  the  conservatives  among  the  miners  be  in 
the  majority,  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt  but  what  a  peaceful  settlement 
of  the  problems  confronting  both  miners  and  operators  can  be  accom¬ 
plished.  Several  plans  of  procedure  are  under  consideration.  From 
the  miners’  standpoint,  it  is  claimed  that  a  committee  may  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  ask  for  a  conference  with  the  operators.  This  will  not  be 
demanded  in  the  form  of  an  ultimatum,  so  it  is  asserted,  but  will  be 
solicited  with  a  view  to  arranging  an  amicable  settlement.  Some  of 
the  miners  are  authority  for  the  statement  that  if  the  conference  is 
not  granted,  then  the  award  will  be  allowed  to  lapse  on  April  first, 
unless  some  move  is  made  by  the  operators  in  the  meantime.  The 
miners  do  not  seem  as  anxious  to  press  the  demands  outlined  some  time 
ago  for  recognition  of  the  union  and  the  eight  hour  day.  If  they  are 
inclined  to  continue  the  present  arrangement,  there  is  no  reason 
to  believe  that  there  will  be  any  industrial  disturbance  in  the  region 
next  spring. 

Some  of  the  operators  have  proposed  that  the  miners  shall  adopt 
resolutions  at  the  Shamokin  convention  providing  for  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  strike  award  another  term  of  years,  either  one  or  three, 
and  they  believe  if  this  is  done  that  the  operators  will  hold  a  meeting 
agreeing  to  this  resolution.  This  would  be  an  easy,  and  at  the  same 
time  a  satisfactory  way  in  which  to  settle  the  matter.  The  miners,  by 
taking  the  initiative  in  this  respect,  could  earn  much  glory  for  them¬ 
selves,  and  their  position  before  the  American  people  would  be  im¬ 
measurably  strengthened  by  such  action.  The  operators  propose  this 
for  the  reason  that  the  miners  will  hold  their  convention  early,  before 
the  award  expires,  and  they  could  thus  take  the  initiative.  Possibly 
if  the  conservatives  are  in  control  of  this  meeting  the  plan  will  be 
followed.  As  to  how  Mr.  Mitchell  might  regard  this  proposition  is 
not  known.  It  is  fair  to  say,  however,  that  he  probal)ly  will  be  bound 
by  the  action  of  the  majority  of  the  mine-workers,  just  as  he  was  in 
1902,  when  the  strike  was  declared  and  he  was  obliged  to  organize  it. 

Labor  Outlook  Is  Not  So  Critical. 

The  situation  as  to  possible  labor  troubles  in  the  anthracite  situa¬ 
tion  does  not  appear  to  be  nearly  as  critical  as  it  was  a  few  montlis 
ago.  Nevertheless  eventualities  will  depend  almost  entirely  upon  the 
character  of  the  delegates  who  meet  at  Shamokin  next  month.  They 
will  have  the  future  peace  or  turmoil  of  the  anthracite  industry  largely 
in  their  hands.  The  operators  h  el  that  there  is  no  justification  for 


of  tKe  Markets. 

granting  any  further  demands  on  the  part  of  the  miners;  that  the 
award  of  the  commission  was  fair  to  them,  and  they  are  not  likely 
to  deviate  from  this  position. 

The  me(ting  of  bituminous  operators  in  Chicago  this  week  as  a 
prelude  to  the  Indianapolis  meeting  in  January  has  some  significance. 
The  real  purpose  of  this  meeting  is  to  bring  about  closer  relations  be¬ 
tween  employer  and  employe  on  a  more  substantial  and  surer  basis 
by  perfecting  the  machinery  under  which  joint  contracts  are  made. 
Many  of  the  operators  present  at  this  meeting  ivere  interviewed  witli 
reference  to  the  labor  outlook.  The  sentiment  s(  enied  to  be  quite  gen¬ 
eral  that  there  was  no  more  reason  to  expect  a  rupture  in  the  con¬ 
tractual  relations  tlu'  coming  winter  than  there  was  two  years  ago. 

Bituminous  Operators  Are  Optimistic. 

The  operators  learned  a  lesson  from  the  break  in  the  negotiations 
which  occurred  at  that  time,  tlie  result  being  peace  after  an  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  the  convention  sine  die,  and  tliey  are  optimistic  concerning 
the  belief  that  peace  can  be  preserved  next  ye  ar.  As  a  matter  of  fact 
there  is  no  reason  to  take  a  contrary  view  of  the  situation  at  this 
writing.  Neither  side  has  gone  on  record  as  to  the  demands  that  will 
be  made  or  the  grievances  which  will  be  expressed.  In  the  absence  of 
a  formal  expression  on  this  point,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  there 
have  been  peaceful  relations  for  eight  years,  during  which  some  trying 
ordeals  have  been  passed  through  by  both  the  contracting  parties, 
there  is  every  reason  to  express  the  hope  that  peace  will  continue  in 
the  future. 

The  coal  trade  of  the  country  continues  to  be  on  a  most  satis¬ 
factory  basis  in  every  respect.  Car  shortage  is  curtailing  production 
to  a  marked  extent,  with  tlie  risult  that  demand  is  greater  than  the 
supply  and  prices  on  competing  coals  are  firm  at  tlie  recent  advances 
that  have  occurred. 

In  the  anthracite  trade,  both  east  and  west,  the  shortage  of  cars 
at  the  collieries  continues  to  be  a  disturbing  factor  and  is  restricting 
the  production.  Tonnage  available  in  the  eastern  market  is  not  nearly 
sufficient  to  meet  current  requirement,  although  colliery  managers  say 
that  if  they  could  obtain  sufficient  cars  they  could  meet  all  the  present 
demands  of  the  trade.  Movement  of  coal  to  the  ice-making  and  shoal- 
water  ports  coastwise  is  nearly  at  an  end,  and  it  will  not  be  long  now 
until  the  all-rail  trade,  wdiich  has  been  somewhat  neglected,  will  be 
able  to  obtain  a  heavier  tonnage  of  coal.  With  the  advancement  of 
winter,  however,  the  demands  of  that  territory  will  increase,  so  that 
there  will  be  no  excess  tonnage.  Fine  steam  coals  in  the  east  are  on 
a  very  strong  basis.  In  the  west,  the  movement  of  coal  to  dock  points 
is  heavier  this  week  and  the  season  of  navigation  doubtless  will  close 
with  a  rush.  Vessels  are  plentiful  at  Buffalo  and  rates  are  likely  to 
continue  steady  until  insurance  expires,  when  they  may  advance. 
With  only  a  week  and  a  half  remaining  of  the  official  season  of  navi¬ 
gation,  it  will  not  be  long  until  all  coal  from  the  collieries  will  be 
forwarded  by  rail.  At  present  western  rail  deliveries  are  suffering 
severely,  owing  to  the  lack  of  equipment  at  the  mines.  lilost  of  the 
shipping  companies  at  Chicago  and  other  important  markets  are  un¬ 
able  to  supply  the  demand,  due  to  this  cause.  Chestnut  coal  in  the 
western  all-rail  trade  particularly  is  active. 

The  bituminous  markets  continue  strong  at  all  points.  At  eastern 
tide-water  prices  are  some  higher  than  they  were'  a  week  ago,  the 
advance  amounting  to  about  ten  cents  a  ton  on  tbe  standard  coals. 
This  has  occurred  notwithstanding  a  slight  improvement  in  the  car 
supply  at  the  mines.  In  the  eastern  all-rail  trade,  Pennsylvania  coals, 
outside  of  contract  obligations,  are  firm  at  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for 
run-of-mino  grades.  Western  demand  for  bituminous  is  active  and 
the  car  shortage  continues  to  be  a  feature  in  all  the  leading  markets. 
There  is  no  immediate  hope  of  any  improvement  in  transportation, 
although  some  equipment  employed  in  'the  lake  trade  will  be  released 
when  navigation  closes  early  next  month.  Prices  on  rail  coal  at  Chi¬ 
cago  and  other  loading  centers  continue  on  a  speculative  basis  and 
tonnage  availabh'  on  the  spot  is  short  of  the  requirements  of  the  trade. 
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Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Chicago,  III.,  Nov.  24. 

Conditions  in  the  western  coal  trade  have 
quieted  down  somewhat  during  the  past  week, 
due  to  the  continued  mild  weather  for  this  sea¬ 
son  of  tlie  year.  As  was  stated  at  the  beginning 
of  the  month,  the  market  is  on  a  weather  basis 
and  is  more  or  less  dependent  upon  the  prevailing 
temperature  and  the  frequency  with  which  snow 
storms  may  occur.  The  temperature  in  the  west 
this  week  has  been  high  for  this  season  of  the 
year,  with  the  result  tliat  the  urgency  with  which 
dealers  and  consumers  were  insisting  upon  the 
delivery  of  coal  has  worn  off  to  some  extent. 
Orders  from  retail  dealers  throughout  the  west 
the  early  part  of  the  week  were  considerably 
less  in  volume  than  they  were  on  the  correspond¬ 
ing  days  a  week  ago.  Since  that  time  the  volume 
of  new  business  which  has  developed  has  been 
within  conservative  limits.  It  is  felt  that  another 
week  of  mild  weather  might  result  in  some  reduc¬ 
tion  in  prices  current  on  spot  coal  at  Chicago  and 
other  important  points,  but  this  is  a  matter  that 
rests  wholly  on  future  weather  conditions  and 
can  not  be  safely  predicted  at  this  time  of  the 
year. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  keen  edge 
of  the  market  has  worn  off,  there  has  not  been 
much  change  in  prices  on  the  leading  bituminous 
products.  Western  coals  hold  to  about  the  same 
basis  in  the  Chicago  market  they  did  last  Friday 
and  all  the  operating  companies  have  more  orders 
on  their  books  than  they  can  fill  promptly.  East¬ 
ern  spot  coals  held  at  speculative  prices  now  and 
then  can  be  bought  at  lower  figures  than'  last 
week,  but  generally  the  range  of  prices  remains 
about  the  same  on  desirable  product. 

Car  Shortage  as  Bad  as  Ever. 

The  transportation  situation  remains  practically 
unchanged  in  the  west,  in  spite  of  the  milder 
weather  prevailing.  Cars  are  short  in  all  of  the 
fields  and  production  does  not  average  more  than 
thirty-five  to  sixty  per  cent  of  a  normal  tonnage. 
In  many  districts  the  producing  companies  have 
enough  orders  on  their  books  to  absorb  all  the 
tonnage  which  they  produce  inside  of  the  next 
thirty  days.  This  is  particularly  true  in  the  Car- 
terville  district  of  Illinois  and  applies  to  both 
the  washery  product  in  the  larger  sizes  and  the 
domestic  coals.  There  is  a  feeling  in  some  quar¬ 
ters  that  there  has  been  a  slight  improvement  as 
to  transportation  out  of  both  the  New  River  and 
Pocahontas  regions  of  West  'Virginia.  Kanawha 
operators  are  receiving  a  slightly  better  supply 
of  cars,  but  are  behind  with  their  orders.  Fair¬ 
mont  producing  companies  will  have  a  larger 
tonnage  this  week  as  a  result  of  a  slightly  better 
car  supply,  but  most  of  this  coal  will  go  to  the 
lake  and  tidewater  shipping  ports,  so  that  it  will 
not  be  felt  to  any  extent  in  the  western  all-rail 
trade.  Western  Pennsylvania  continues  to  be 
unusually  short  of  equipment,  and  there  has  been 
no  appreciable  influence  in  the  volume  of  all-rail 
coal  available  at  the  leading  markets. 

In  Ohio  the  car  situation  continues  to  be  very 
bad,  and  operating  companies  are  making  serious 
complaint  at  the  restriction  placed  on  their  pro¬ 
ducing  capacity.  More  than  fifty  per  cent  of  the 
coal  produced  in  the  Hocking  region  is  being 
taken  by  railroads  and  contract  buyers,  so  that 
very  little  free  coal  is  available.  In  Indiana  rail¬ 
road  companies  are  giving  a  slightly  better  sup¬ 
ply  of  cars,  but  the  improvement  has  not  been  of 
sufficient  volume  thus  far  to  relieve  the  urgency 
with  which  producing  companies  are  besieged  to 
supply  coal  on  obligations  accepted  some  time 
ago.  Probably  the  Carterville  field  is  the  worst 
sufferer  from  the  car  shortage  in  Illinois,  al¬ 
though  the  Springfield  district  is  a  close  second 
in  this  respect.  Central  Illinois  ranks  third  and 
northern  Illinois,  while  somewhat  short  of  cars, 
is  probably  producing  during  a  great  number  of 
hours  than  any  other  district  east  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  river. 

Transportation  Outlook  Is  Improved. 

Railroad  officials  are  taking  a  somewhat  more 
optimistic  view  of  the  situation  and  are  promising 
some  improvement  in  transportation  conditions  if 
the  present  weather  continues.  They  do  not  even 


intimate  they  will  be  in  a  position  before  the 
first  of  January  to  supply  all  the  cars  required, 
but  think  that  with  present  almost  ideal  condi¬ 
tions  movement  will  be  so  heavy  that  much  of 
the  traffic  will  have  been  disposed  of  before  cold 
weather  occurs.  This  will  be  a  considerable  fac¬ 
tor  in  helping  out  the  situation  when  transporta¬ 
tion  is  much  worse  and  may  increase  the  tonnage 
of  coal  moving  at  that  time.  Otherwise  coal 
would  be  obliged  to  wait,  while  more  profitable 
tonnage  would  receive  the  preference.  Every  ad¬ 
vantage  is  being  taken  of  these  favorable  condi¬ 
tions  by  operating  officials  to  prepare  for  win¬ 
ter  weather  when  it  occurs. 

Purchases  of  coal  by  railroads  and  confisca¬ 
tions  do  not  seem  to  be  attracting  quite  as  much 
attention  as  a  week  ago.  Nearly  all  the  railroads 
which  were  short  of  coal  at  that  time  are  taking 
in  supplies  at  present,  but  apparently  there  are 
fewer  prs  being  confiscated.  The  Pere  Mar¬ 
quette  is  reported  to  have  taken  a  few  cars  of 
New  River  coal  on  its  rails  the  latter  part  of 
last  week.  In  connection  with  the  movement  of 
railroad  fuel  it  is  announced  that  the  Chicago  & 
Northwestern  is  storing  some  tonnage  in  antici¬ 
pation  of  possible  labor  troubles  next  spring. 
Whether  this  company  is  storing  a  larger  tonnage 
than  usual  does  not  appear,  but  it  is  current 
rumor  that  it  is  taking  in  about  200,000  tons  at 
four  different  storage  points.  This  report  can  not 
be  confirmed,  but  is  given  considerable  credence 
in  coal  circles. 

Western  Anthracite  Demand  Steady. 

In  the  western  anthracite  trade  there  has  been 
little  change  since  a  week  ago.  All  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  shipping  companies  continue  to  report  a 
stringency  of  cars  for  western  loading  at  the  col¬ 
lieries  and  the  trade  dependent  upon  all-rail  de¬ 
liveries  >  in  this  territory  is  having  much  diffi¬ 
culty  in  obtaining  a  supply.  In  central  Illinois 
there  are  a  number  of  towns  and  cities  where 
dealers  have  been  scraping  the  bottom  of  their 
bins  for  a  week  or  more  and  at  some  all-rail 
points  in  Indiana  the  newspapers  report  a  serious 
shortage  of  tonnage.  Probably  the  situation  at 
all-rail  points  would  be  much  worse  than  it  is  if 
the  weather  were  not  so  mild.  Dealers  are  visit¬ 
ing  Chicago  and  insisting  upon  coal  where  their 
stocks  have  run  low.  In  many  instances  they 
are  able  to  get  a  car  or  two  to  tide  them  over 
until  shipments  can  be  increased.  With  consump¬ 
tive  demand  considerably  reduced  on  account  of 
the  higher  temperature  consumers  are  not  de¬ 
manding  coal  so  urgently  and  this  enables  deal¬ 
ers  to  accumulate  a  supply.  In  the  Chicago 
trade,  dealers  report  that  the  demand  is  not  quite 
so  active  as  it  was  a  fortnight  ago.  They  say 
there  always  is  a  lull  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
after  the  first  buying  is  over,  and  that  consumers 
who  buy  on  a  hand-to-mouth  basis  do  not  become 
a  large  factor  in  the  market  until  early  in 
December,  after  which  they  place  orders  with 
greater  activity. 

While  shipping  companies  have  enough  business 
to  keep  them  going,  particularly  in  the  all-rail 
trade  they  are  not  rushed  as  they  were  a  few 
weeks  ago.  Much  all-rail  coal  is  still  coming 
forward  in  gondola  cars,  owing  to  the  shortage 
of  equipment  on  the  leading  rail  lines,  and  this  is 
being  placed  to  good  advantage  where  dealers 
have  facilities  for  taking  it  in.  In  some  instances 
owing  to  the  height  of  the  sheds  or  for  other 
reasons  gondolas  can  not  be  handled. 

Dock  Prices  May  Be  Higher. 

The  movement  of  anthracite  by  way  of  the 
great  lakes  to  dock  points  promises  to  be  heavy 
.this  week,  although  the  total  tonnage  will  be 
smaller  than  for  the  corresponding  period  a 
year  ago.  Every  effort  is  being  made  by  the 
shipping  interests  to  forward  coal  before  the 
close  of  navigation  and  cars  are  being  pressed 
into  service  from  the  collieries  for  this  purpose. 
Insurance  will  expire  about  December  fifth,  but 
if  the  weather  remains  mild  it  is  expected  that 
lake  tonnage  will  be  forwarded  after  that  date  as 
late  as  December  fifteenth. 

In  the  bituminous  trade  one  of  the  most 
important  features  of  the  western  situation  is 
the  likelihood  of  a  further  advance  in  dock 
prices  on  December  first.  The  individual  com¬ 


panies  have  taken  no  action  concerning  this  matter 
yet,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  an  advance  of  about 
twenty-five  cents  a  ton  may  be  made.  Dock  coal 
is  now  selling  twenty-five  cents  below  all-rail 
coal  shipped  from  Chicago  into  competitive 
territory  on  an  equalized  freight  rate.  After  a 
poor  summer  the  dock  interests  feel  that  their 
product  should  sell  at  a  figure  as  high  as  that 
obtained  for  the  rail  coal  and  it  is  more  than  likely 
they  will  take  some  action  during  the  coming 
week.  Owing  to  the  shortage  which  has  devel¬ 
oped  there  seems  to  be  no  doubt  but  what  a  further 
advance  could  be  sustained  and  that  the  market 
warrants  it. 

West  Virginia  smokeless  coal  continues  to 
rule  at  a  steady  range  of  prices  for  the  leading 
standard  descriptions.  New  River  and  Poca¬ 
hontas  run-of-mine  coal  are  in  short  supply  and 
are  quoted  at  $1.35@1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$.3.40@3.55  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The  circular  quota¬ 
tion  is  $1.25,  but  practically  no  free  coal  is 
being  sold  at  this  figure.  War  Eagle  smokeless 
from  West  Virginia  is  quoted  at  $1.25  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  ^.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Standard 
lump  and  egg  is  quoted  at  $2.20@2.25  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  4.25@4.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Some  de¬ 
murrage  coal  was  offered  in  this  grade  during 
the  week  and  was  sacrificed  in  order  to  move  it, 
the  price  being  lowered  five  or  ten  cents  a  ton. 
War  Eagle  lump  and  egg  is  quoted  at  $2.25  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $4.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Kanawha  Coal  Is  Firm. 

Kanawha  splint  coal  does  not  seem  to  be  in 
large  supply,  and  most  of  the  movement  is  on 
contracts,  as  a  result  of  which  the  spot  mar¬ 
ket  rules  very  firm.  Some  of  the  shipping  com¬ 
panies  have  withdrawn  quotations  on  spot  coal 
until  they  can  supply  their  orders.  Ruling  prices 
are  $1.75@1.85  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  lump  prod¬ 
uct,  or  $3.65@3.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Winifrede 
is  quoted  at  $1.85  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.75  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  These  figures  about  represent  the  mar¬ 
ket  on  “free”  coal. 

Fairmont  coal  is  in  light  supply  in  the  west, 
most  of  the  movement  at  present  applying  on 
contracts  and  to  dock  storage  points.  Domestic 
lump  coal  is  held  on  the  basis  of  $1.50@1.60 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.40@3.50  f.  o.  b-  Chicago. 
Three-quarter  coal  is  quoted  at  $1.25@1.35  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine,  or  $3.15@3.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Youghiogheny  coal  continues  to  be  in  light 
supply  on  the  spot  and  generally  orders  are  ac¬ 
cepted  only  for  shipment  from  the  mines.  Quota¬ 
tions  are  subject  to  change  without  notice,  and 
where  they  have  been  published  are  with  the 
understanding  that  they  must  be  accepted  by  tele¬ 
graph.  Inch  and  a  quarter  lump  coal  is  held  on 
the  basis  of  $1.60  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.50 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Three-quarter  coal  is  quoted  at 
$1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago, 
while  run-of-mine  is  steady  at  $1.40  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine,  or  $3.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

The  situation  as  to  Hocking  coal  has  shown 
little  change  during  the  past  week.  The  demand 
is  in  excess  of  the  supply  in  the  all-rail  trade, 
and  prices  continue  on  a  speculative  basis,  al¬ 
though  occasionally  selling  figures  are  shaded 
ten  cents  from  those  which  prevailed  a  week  ago. 
The  market  on  lump  coal  on  the  spot  seems  to  be 
on  the  basis  of  $2.00@2.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or 
$3.65@3.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Circular  quotations 
are  nominally  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  but  there  is 
so  much  competition  for  coal  that  a  premium 
is  really  paid.  Other  grades  hold  to  a  strong 
basis. 

Western  Coals  Hold  Firm. 

In  western  coals  there  has  been  little  change 
from  last  week,  except  on  screenings,  which  are 
a  trifle  easier.  The  demand  for  run-of-mine  has 
been  so  heavy  that  some  operations  are  working 
on  this  grade  of  coal  almost  entirely,  owing  to 
the  fact  the  profit  is  larger. 

Sullivan  and  Greene  county  lump  for  domestic 
use  is  on  the  basis  of  $1.90@2.10  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines,  or  $2.70@2.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The  sup¬ 
ply  is  short  of  demand  at  present.  Inch  and  a 
quarter  locomotive  fuel  continues  on  the  basis 
of  $1.75@1.S5  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.55@2.65 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Run-of-mine  coal  is  held  at  $1.40 
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@1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.20@2.30  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Screenings  are  about  five  cents  lower 
than  last  week  and  are  quoted  at  55@65c  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine,  or  $1.35@1.45  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Brazil 
block  coal  continues  active  on  the  basis  of  $2.25@ 
2.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.05@3.15  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago. 

In  the  Illinois  field  Carterville  is  in  light  sup¬ 
ply  and  most  all  of  the  companies  are  oversold. 
Some  circulars  have  been  sent  out  on  the  basis 
of  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Very  little  coal  has  been  offered  under  these 
figures,  although  in  some  instances  favored  cus¬ 
tomers  have  been  taken  care  of  on  the  basis  of 
the  last  circular,  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  for  lump 
and  egg.  Very  little  coal  is  being  offered  the 
Chicago  trade  at  present,  which  is  an  indication  of 
the  fact  that  the  mines  are  oversold  on  their 


Market  and 

Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  November  23. 

“I  confidently  look  for  $2.00  coal  before  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  the  present  year,  a  year  which  for 
erratic  antics  in  the  coal  trade  is  entitled  to  the 
blue  ribbon.”  We  present  this  nut-shell  review 
and  forecast  of  the  Pittsburg  market  as  it  was 
voiced  this  week  by  a  leader  in  the  local  trade. 
It  is  but  a  sample  of  the  expressions  heard  on 
all  sides,  all  corroborative  of  the  same  sentiment. 
Two-dollar  coal  may  come,  but  it  does  not  fol¬ 
low  that  the  emoluments  to  the  shipper  will  be 
correspondingly  high.  If  it  does  come  it  will  be 
because  the  price  has  been  forced  by  the  increased 
cost  of  getting  the  coal  to  the  consumer,  the  large 
item  being  difficult  transportation. 

Car  Question  Trite  But  Important. 

The  present  coal  trade  position  is  most  difficult 
and  the  fault  must  be  visited  upon  the  car  situa¬ 
tion,  the  discussion  of  which  is  growing  some¬ 
what  stale  but  none  the  less  important.  Some 
promises  have  been  made  by  railroad  coal  and 
coke  officials  as  to  an  improvement  at  the  end  of 
the  current  month.  They  are  based  no  doubt 
on  the  coming  cessation  of  lake  shipping.  But 
that  there  are  obstacles  in  the  way  of  much  of 
an  improvement  even  after  the  lake  season  comes 
to  a  close  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  The 
Black  Diamond  this  week  by  a  local  shipper  who 
is  a  keen  student  of  trade  conditions.  His  inves¬ 
tigations  show  that  there  now  lies  at  the  iron, 
steel,  wire,  tube  and  allied  industry  rnills  in  this 
district  enough  finished  product  awaiting  deliv¬ 
ery  to  more  than  call  into  requisition  every  car 
now  being  operated  in  the  movement  of  lake  coal. 
When  the  removal  of  this  imrnense  tonnage  of 
iron  product  is  commenced  it  will  also  mean  two 
locomotives  for  every  twenty-five  cars  instead  of 
one  engine  for  every  fifty.  His  reasoning  points 
with  good  judgment  to  a  continuation  of  the  car 
shortage. 

The  percentage  of  mines  in  operation  is  decreas¬ 
ing  daily  as  it  is  found  useless  to  produce  the 
fuel  because  it  can  not  be  moved.  The  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Coal  Co.  reports  great  difficulty  in  meeting 
its  heavy  contract  orders.  It  uses  the  Wabash 
lines  east  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  has  been  receiving 
a  fair  quota  of  cars  until  recently.  The  West 
Side  Belt  line  mines  of  the  company  have  been 
practically  shut  down,  only  two  of  the  seven  be¬ 
ing  operated.  All  of  the  Pittsburg  railroads  show 
weakness ;  the  Panhandle  mines  are  not  exceed¬ 
ing  fifty  per  cent  of  normal  output  as  three  days’ 
car  supply  in  a  week  is  the  maximum.  Pitts¬ 
burg  &  Lake  Erie  and  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  are 
furnishing  the  mines  along  their  routes  a  scant 
fifty  per  cent  supply  at  best. 

Prices  Continue  Very  Firm. 

Returning  to  the  market  in  point  of  price. 
Figures  in  The  Black  Diamond  last  week  con¬ 
tinue  to  hold  good ;  they  represent  the  circular  fig¬ 
ures  which  are  only  formalities  in  most  instances. 
It  is  safe  to  say  that  but  few  orders  filled  by  dif¬ 
ferent  shippers  are  at  the  same  quotation.  The 
tone  of  the  market  is  very  satisfactory.  Inch  and 
a  quarter  Pittsburg  coal  easily  commands  $1.45@ 
1.50  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  The  demand  for 
small  coal  has  taken  on  renewed  activity,  nut 
gas  coal  particularly  being  an  important  factor 


tonnage.  Washed  grades  of  coal  continue  firm 
on  the  basis  of  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  No.  1 
and  $1.60  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  No.  2,  smaller 
grades  holding  up  to  the  circular  basis. 

Other  southern  Illinois  coals  from  the  Frank¬ 
lin  and  Saline  county  fields  rule  on  about  the 
same  basis  as  Carterville. 

Springfield  coal  rules  fairly  steady  on  the  lead¬ 
ing  descriptions.  Domestic  lump  and  egg  is  held 
on  the  basis  of  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  or  $2.75 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Inch  and  a  quarter  lump  is 
quoted  at  $1.75@1.85  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.50@ 
2.60  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Run-of-mine  is  steady  at 
$1.35@1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  or  $2.10@2.25  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Screenings  rule  at  60@60c  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine,  or  $1.25@1.35  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Wilmington  lump  coal  is  quoted  at  $2.30  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine ;  northern  third-vein  coal  at  $2.00  f.  o.  b. 


this  week.  Run-of-mine  prices  are  irregular  and 
follow  a  broad  scale  governed  only  by  the  dis¬ 
position  of  the  seller  in  quoting  them.  The 
minimum  is  $1.20  per  ton  at  the  mine.  The  de¬ 
mand  for  slack  is  increasing,  the  same  being  true 
of  the  price.  Western  mill  demands  are  espe¬ 
cially  heavy  and  all  of  the  available  product  is 
taken  up;  the  installation  of  automatic  stokers 
in  iron  mills  is  one  of  the  causes  leading  to  the 
heavy  slack  calls. 

The  retail  end  of  the  trade  is  beginning  to  feel 
the  effects  of  the  wholesale  troubles  and  there  is 
a  growing  disposition  among  Pittsburg  retailers 
to  make  a  small  advance  in  the  prices  of  both 
bituminous  and  anthracite.  It  is  quite  probable 
that  December  first  will  see  such  an  increase. 
Anthracite  under  the  new  order  may  reach  $7.50 
@8.00  per  ton  delivered,  while  family  bituminous 
delivered  would  reach  12@  14  cents  per  bushel. 

Week  in  the  Coke  Trade. 

The  coke  trade  for  this  week  shows  but  few 
changes  from  the  conditions  that  prevailed  last 
week.  Prices  carry  a  bullish  aspect.  It  is  par¬ 
ticularly  noteworthy  that  a  large  number  of  steel 
and  iron  mills,  pig  iron  furnaces,  etc.,  are  erecting 
their  own  coke  plants,  this  independent  activity 
resulting  in  a  great  measure  from  the  expected 
high  prices  for  the  product  next  year.  The 
straight  coke  trade  will  not  be  affected  much  by 
this,  however,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  great  activity 
in  new  coke  operations,  additions  of  ovens,  etc. 

The  week’s  production  in  the  Connellsville 
region  showed  only  a  slight  gain  over  that  of  last 
week,  which  is  estimated  at  200  cars.  Few  addi¬ 
tional  ovens  were  fired.  The  car  situation  in  the 
coke  territory  has  been  somewhat  relieved,  a  large 
number  of  the  large  steel  hoppers  being  brought 
into  the  region  during  the  last  two  weeks.  Fig¬ 
ures  for  the  week  just  closed  show  a  total  of 
23,233  ovens,  with  21,542  in  blast;  the  production 
amounted  to  272,306  tons,  an  increase  of  500  tons. 
The  shipments  total  11,721  cars,  4,215  going  to 
the  Pittsburg  district,  6,233  west  of  Pittsburg,  and 
1,273  east  of  Pittsburg.  The  shipments  amounted 
to  277,050  tons. 

Pittsburg  Gets  Another  Large  Contract. 

November  is  keeping  up  its  established  record 
as  a  month  of  large  coal  contracts.  Following 
close  upon  the  heels  of  the  blue  ribbon  contract 
closed  last  week  by  the  Monongahela  River  Con¬ 
solidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  mention  of  which 
was  made  in  the  last  issue  of  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond,  comes  the  closing  of  a  five-year  deal  be¬ 
tween  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  and  the  Republic 
Iron  &  Steel  Co.  The  negotiations  were  closed 
on  Tuesday  of  this  week.  The  agreement  covers 
a  period  of  five  years  from  April,  1906.  The  re¬ 
quirements  will  call  for  a  minimum  of  500,000 
tons  per  year.  The  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  has  been 
meeting  the  coal  requirements  of  the  steel  com¬ 
pany  since  last  April,  but  the  new  contract  cancels 
all  former  agreements.  A  rider  attached  pro¬ 
vides  that  the  steel  company  shall  take  all  of  the 
slack  that  the  coal  company  may  find  it  conven¬ 
ient  to  ship  on  the  requisitions  of  the  buying  com¬ 
pany  during  the  summer  or  comparatively  dull 
months  of  the  slack  trade.  In  winter  only  lump 
coal  will  be  shipped  and  such  slack  as  the  selling 
company  may  have  at  its  disposal. 


the  mine.  Other  Illinois  products  hold  to  about 
the  range  of  prices  given. 

Feeling  Easier  in  Coke  Trade. 

In  the  coke  trade  there  is  a  somewhat  easier 
feeling,  and,  while  quotations  are  nominally  the 
same,  prices  are  being  shaded  slightly  to  move 
spot  product.  There  was  one  consignment  of 
fifty  cars  of  coke  in  the  Chicago  market  this  week, 
the  largest  amount  of  “free”  coke  that  has  been 
received  by  one  consignee  in  some  time,  and  this 
had  a  tendency  to  make  the  market  easier.  Quota¬ 
tions  on  Connellsville  seventy-two  liour  are  on 
the  basis  of  $3.75@4.00  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens,  or  $6.40 
@6.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Southern  foundry  is 
quoted  at  $6.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Furnace  coke  is 
quoted  at  $3.00@3.25  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens  for  Con- 
ncllsville  and  $2.75  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens  for  Kanawha. 


Field. 

This  most  advantageous  contract  will  cover 
nearly  the  entire  supply  of  coal  for  the  extensive 
interests  of  the  Republic  Iron  &  Steel  Co.  and 
may  aggregate  in  the  five  years  as  much  as 
4,000,000  tons.  It  will  also  insure  steady  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  company’s  mines  in  this  district.  Next 
to  the  twenty-five  year  contract  with  the  United 
States  Steel  Corporation,  this  is  one  of  the  largest 
now  on  the  books  of  the  company. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

Ralph  Richards,  secretary  of  the  Richards  Coal 
Mining  Co.,  is  spending  the  week  at  Uniontown 
and  Connellsville. 

H.  J.  Elliott,  representative  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Co.  in  Chicago  territory,  is  spending  the  cur¬ 
rent  week  in  Pittsburg.  Mr.  Elliott  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  leading  gas  coal  experts  in  this 
district. 

George  Porter  Jr.,  member  of  the  firm  of 
Hogg  &  Porter,  civil  and  mining  engineer,  at 
Uniontown  .and  Connellsville,  Pa.,  has  lately  pur¬ 
chased  a  magnificent  three-story  residence  at  a 
cost  of  about  $15,000. 

E.  M.  Sands,  treasurer  of  F.  M.  Boynton,  Inc., 
Pittsburg  and  Buffalo,  who  has  been  actively 
identified  with  the  local  business  of  this  company, 
has  gone  to  Chicago,  where  he  will  take  charge 
of  the  Old  Colony  Coal  Co.,  which  acts  as  the 
Chicago  agency  of  F.  M.  Boynton’s  interests. 

George  R.  Wood,  well  known  to  the  local  trade 
as  a  civil  and  mining  engineer,  has  been  spend¬ 
ing  some  time  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.  He  returned 
Wednesday  of  this  week  and  immediately  left 
for  Thurmond,  W.  Va.,  where  he  has  contracts 
for  electrical  mine  equipment  in  a  number  of 
operations. 

The  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  was  compelled  this  week  to  close  down 
the  mines  at  Tremont  on  the  Pittsburgh  &  Lake 
Erie  railroad  on  account  of  the  destruction  by 
fire  of  the  entire  tipple.  The  loss  will  approxi¬ 
mate  $2,000.  Operation  will  be  resumed  upon 
the  completion  of  repairs. 

The  Westmoreland  Coal  Co.  is  engaged  in  mak¬ 
ing  extensive  improvements  at  the  mines  of  the 
company  at  Export  in  the  Irwin  district.  A  new 
shaft  and  tipple  are  being  added  at  a  cost  of 
$40,000.  The  company  has  been  making  a  new 
record  in  point  of  production  in  the  past  season, 
the  monthly  output  being  close  to  70,000  tons. 

It  is  reported  that  the  properties  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  &  New  Orleans  Coal  Co.  in  Moon  and 
Findlay  townships,  this  county,  will  be  offered 
at  trustee’s  foreclosure  sale  some  time  in  De¬ 
cember.  The  sale  is  made  necessary  to  secure 
the  holders  of  the  company’s  bonds,  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  Safe  Deposit  &  Trust  Co.  being  the  trus¬ 
tee. 

The  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  has  commenced  work 
on  the  construction  of  a  twelve-story  office  build¬ 
ing  on  the  site  adjoining  the  present  offices  of 
the  company,  232  Fifth  avenue.  1  here  has  been 
considerable  delay  in  the  work.  For  months  after 
the  completion  of  the  plans  for  the  building 
it  was  announced  that  the  work  could  not  be 
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carried  on  on  account  of  the  non-arrival  of  struc¬ 
tural  steel.  A  large  part  of  the  new  building 
will  be  occupied  by  the  ofiices  of  the  company 
and  subsidiary  corporations. 

The  twenty-fifth  annual  convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  is  in  progress  here 
this  week.  President  John  Mitchell  of  the  united 
mine  workers  is  taking  advantage  of  his  presence 
in  the  district  by  holding  mass  meeting  at  the 
leading  i)oints  in  the  bituminous  regions,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  Monongahela  valley  and  the  Irwin 
district. 

The  im])ortancc  and  value  of  the  projected 
short  line  between  Uniontown,  Pa.,  and  Wheel¬ 
ing,  W.  Va.,  as  affecting  the  coal  trade  of  the 
Pittsburg  district  has  been  the  subject  of  much 
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'I'here  practically  is  no  change  in  the  general 
coal  situation  here,  dhe  supply  of  cars  is  fully 
as  bad  as  it  has  been  at  any  time,  and  while  there 
is  a  noticeable  falling  off  in  the  number  of  orders 
received,  it  would  not  make  any  difference  if 
there  were  ten  times  as  many  orders,  for  the 
selling  agencies  and  producers  are  not  able  to  fill 
those  they  already  have  on  their  books.  As  noted 
last  week,  there  is  practically  no  market  price  for 
coal,  because  nobody  has  any  tonnage  of  any  im¬ 
portance  for  sale.  Some  ridiculously  high  quota¬ 
tions  are  being  made  for  the  purpose  of  scaring 
off  the  prospective  buyer,  and  a  comparatively 
small  quantity  of  coal  is  being  sold  at  high  figures. 
To  give  an  idea  of  the  market,  however,  it  would 
only  be  fair  to  say  that  standard  splint  lump 
ranges  at  $i.80@2.00  a  ton  at  the  mines;  New 
River  and  Pocahontas  lump  and  egg,  $2.35@2.50, 
and  War  Eagle  lump  and  egg,  $2.25.  Nut  and 
slack  ranges  from  60  cents  a  ton  upward,  and 
smokeless  run-of-mine  is  worth  $1.50  a  ton  at  the 
mines. 

Dealers  in  smokeless  coal  at  retail  raised  their 
price  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  beginning  Tuesday, 
and  it  is  more  than  probable  that  a  statement  will 
be  made  this  week  announcing  that  the  river  and 
rail  people  who  sell  splint  coal  will  put  up  their 
price  in  a  few  days.  Conditions  have  warranted 
an  advance  in  the  local  retail  price  for  several 
weeks,  but  two  or  three  companies  which  have 
plenty  of  coal  afloat  in  the  river  have  steadfastly 
refused  to  meet  the  natural  demands  of  the 
market. 

Retail  Prices  Are  Higher. 

The  smokeless  people,  having  no  competition 
from  the  river  shippers,  but  following  the  trend 
of  the  market,  advanced  their  price  this  week, 
making  the  current  quotations  on  Pocahontas  and 
New  River  lump  $4.25  a  ton  delivered  in  the 
down-town  part  of  the  city,  and  $4.50  on  the  hills 
and  in  distant  suburbs.  The  price  of  Pittsburg, 
Kanawha,  Thacker  and  other  standard  domestic 
lump  is  still  $3.25  a  ton  in  the  city  and  $3.50  on 
the  hills.  Anthracite  is  worth  $7.50,  delivered. 
The  retail  market  has  been  quite  dull  for  a  week 
or  more.  Probably  the  delightful  weather  is  ac¬ 
countable  for  it. 

There  is  no  change  of  any  consequence  in  the 
river  situation.  A  slight  swell  out  of  the  Kana¬ 
wha  last  week  permitted  the  Kanawha  shippers 
to  get  out  half  a  dozen  tows  of  coal,  which  added 
about  a  million  bushels  to  the  stock  afloat.  Prices 
are  unchanged,  and  range  at  7@7k2  cents  a  bushel 
for  Pittsburg  and  Kanawha  lump,  and  4J4@5J4 
cents  for  nut  and  slack  afloat  in  barges.  Most 
of  the  railroads  leading  out  of  Cincinnati  still 
hold  an  embargo  on  all  freight  from  other  roads, 
and  this  is  holding  back  a  large  tonnage  of  coal 
in  transit. 

The  scarcity  of  cars  makes  coke  as  difficult  to 
get  as  certain  grades  of  coal,  and  the  market  is 
fully  as  strong  as  it  has  been  for  several  weeks. 
Spot  coke  is  selling  as  high  as  $4.00  a  ton  at  the 
ovens  for  foundry  descriptions.- 

Another  Important  Coal  Deal. 

Col.  J.  C.  Beebe,  general  manager  of  the  Guyan 
Valley  Fuel  Co.,  arrived  in  the  city  Tuesday,  and 
concluded  negotiations  by  which  the  Guyan  Valley 
Fuel  Co.  buys  out  the  entire  holdings  of  the  Col¬ 


comment  among  local  operators  since  its  incep¬ 
tion.  'I  his  week  three  of  the  leading  railroads 
out  of  Pittsburg  have  made  overtures  for  the 
purchase  of  the  interests  of  the  new  company, 
l)Ut  without  results.  The  road  has  been  planned 
for  early  use  so  as  to  develop  the  coal  and  coke 
along  its  route  in  time  for  the  season  of  1906. 

N.  O.  Brownlee,  a  well-known  local  operator, 
is  at  the  head  of  a  new  company  which  has  ap¬ 
plied  for  a  charter  to  operate  in  Washington 
county.  These  interests  have  purchased  about 
12,000  acres  of  coal  land  south  of  the  borough 
of  Washington,  Pa.,  and  are  planning  to  build  an 
eighteen-mile  railroad  from  the  property  to  the 
Oliio  river,  from  which  point  it  is  intended  to 
ship  the  product  to  southern  markets.  Mr. 


lins  &  Hartweg  Co.,  one  of  the  largest  trans¬ 
portation  companies  on  the  Ohio  and  Kanawha 
rivers.  Readers  of  The  Black  Diamond  will 
recall  the  exclusive  announcement  a  few  weeks 
ago  of  the  United  States  Coal  &  Oil  Co.  putting 
$500,000  into  the  Guyan  Valley  Fuel  Co.  for  the 
purpose  of  building  an  immense  coal  tipple  at 
Huntington,  W.  Va.,  and  erecting  a  large  coal 
elevator  at  North  Bend,  a  few  miles  below  Cin¬ 
cinnati  ;  also  to  purchase  or  build  a  line  of  steam¬ 
boats  and  barges.  The  purchase  of  the  Collins  & 
Hartweg  Co.  is  in  line  with  former  statements  of 
the  company.  The  Collins  &  Hartweg  Co.  owned 
the  fine  towboats  Val  P.  Collins  and  Catherine 
Davis,  about  one  hundred  coal  barges,  and  the 
Charleston  Dry  Dock  Co.,  of  Charleston,  W.  Va. 
Its  business  was  the  transportation  of  coal  from 
the  Kanawha  river  to  Cincinnati.  The  new  own¬ 
ers  will  take  over  all  the  contracts  of  the  selling 
company,  and  by  the  time  these  are  filled,  it  will 
be  ready  to  ship  coal  from  its  own  great  tipple 
at  Huntington.  The  Collins  &  Hartweg  Co.  will 
go  out  of  business.  Capt.  Gottlieb  Hartweg  be¬ 
comes,  by  the  deal,  manager  of  all  the  floating 
property  of  the  Guyan  Valley  Fuel  Co.  He  is  a 
veteran  in  the  river  transportation  business,  and 
while  a  very  rich  man  himself,  takes  his  present 
position  simply  to  help  out  those  to  whom 
he  sold,  because  they  are  all  more  or  less  inex¬ 
perienced  in  the  river  end  of  the  business.  No 
figures  have  been  given  out,  but  the  amount  of 
money  paid  is  understood  to  be  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  of  $150,000.  Colonel  Beebe  is  being  con¬ 
gratulated  on  the  success  with  which  he  carried 
through  this  deal,  which  is  admitted  by  all  to  be 
a  most  advantageous  one  for  his  company. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

William  Biehl  has  bought  out  his  partner  in 
the  coal  and  teaming  business  conducted  under 
the  name  of  Cone  &  Biehl. 

T.  Cassidy,  the  Lexington,  Ky.,  coal  man,  was 
robbed  of  a  diamond  valued  at  $350  in  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Union  depot  here  a  few  days  ago. 

C.  M.  Budd,  formerly  a  well  known  coal  man 
of  this  city,  but  now  connected  with  a  Paducah 
(Ky.)  coal  company,  is  visiting  friends  here  this 
week. 

A.  R.  Budd,  president  of  the  A.  R.  Budd  Coal 
Co.,  Pittsburg,  was  a  Cincinnati  business  visitor 
last  week.  He  has  considerable  river  coal  in  this 
market. 

The  splint  tipple  of  the  Eureka  Colliery  Co., 
one  of  the  best  known  operations  in  the  Kanawha 
district,  burned  last  Thursday.  It  is  reported 
that  the  company  will  rebuild  at  once. 

President  William  Clauss,  of  the  Cincinnati  Gas 
Coke  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  had  a  three-quarter  col¬ 
umn  interview  in  The  Enquirer  Sunday  that  was 
a  correct  exposition  of  the  coal  situation. 

William  Burlingham,  western  manager  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  is  making 
a  trip  along  the  operations  of  the  Norfolk  &  West¬ 
ern  railroad  this  week  trying  to  find  some  “free” 
coal. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Pike 
Collieries  Co.  Tuesday,  Dr.  R.  M.  McGuffin  re¬ 
signed  as  president,  and  his  brother.  Col.  J.  A. 
McGuffin  was  elected.  The  Pike  operation  is  one 
of  the  largest  on  the  Norfolk  &  Western  railroad, 
and  will  probably  not  get  up  to  its  maximum  out¬ 


Brownlee  has  not  yet  decided  whether  the  offices 
of  the  company  will  be  located  in  Pittsburg  or 
Washington,  Pa. 

The  Deckers  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  of  this 
city  has  recently  been  reorganized  and  is  now  the 
Connellsville  Basin  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  The  per¬ 
sonnel  of  the  officers  remains  the  same,  with  H. 
A.  Kuhn  president  of  the  new  organization.  The 
company  owns  and  controls  2,300  acres  of  coal  in 
the  vicinity  of  Richards,  W.  Va.,  adjoining  the 
Elkins  coal  lands  and  located  about  six  miles 
from  Morgantown.  Over  200  coke  ovens  will  be 
completed  and  in  operation  by  January  fifteenth, 
1900.  Tipples  and  breakery  machinery  are  being 
installed.  The  local  offices  of  the  company  are 
located  in  the  Farmers’  Bank  building. 


Cincinnati. 


put  for  several  months.  It  is  a  new  mine.  Its 
output  is  sold  by  the  New  River  Coal  Sales  Co., 
of  this  city,  of  which  J.  C.  Wheeler  is  general 
sales  agent. 

M.  h.  Sternberger,  the  well  known  coal  man, 
who  is  interested  with  Eugene  Zimmerman  and 
others  in  an  immense  coal  deal  in  Kentucky,  spent 
several  days  the  latter  part  of  last  week  in  Cin¬ 
cinnati. 

F.  M.  Whittaker,  freight  traffic  manager  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad,  is  out  again  after  a 
siege  of  live  weeks  with  typhoid  fever.  Mr.  Whit¬ 
taker  is  one  of  the  most  popular  railroad  men  of 
the  city. 

William  E.  Brown,  the  coal  man,  was  removed 
from  the  Good  Samaritan  hospital  to  his  home  in 
the  Auburndale  Monday,  after  partially  recover¬ 
ing  from  a  dangerous  surgical  operation.  He  is 
now  out  of  danger. 

R.  H.  Lyman,  manager  of  the  Island  Creek  Coal 
Sales  Co.,  spent  the  first  part  of  the  week  at  the 
company’s  mines.  The  Island  Creek  Co.  is  like 
most  of  the  other  selling  concerns  of  this  city — 
has  more  coal  sold  than  it  can  get  from  its  mines. 

E.  P.  Merrill,  formerly  superintendent  of  the 
United  States  Coal  &  Oil  Co.,  with  headquarters 
at  Holden,  W.  Va.,  has  been  promoted  to  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  general  manager  of  that  company,  which 
is  one  of  the  largest  in  the  country.  Mr.  Merrill 
is  also  president  of  the  Guyan  Valley  Fuel  Co. 
He  is  a  very  able  man. 

A  team  of  horses  belonging  to  C.  J.  Luchte,  the 
Race  street  coal  dealer,  was  struck  by  a  locomo¬ 
tive  at  .Mill  street  Monday  morning,  and  carried 
six  hundred  feet  across  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
trestle,  lodged  on  the  front  of  the  engine.  When 
the  train  stopped  both  horses  were  found  to  be 
unhurt,  but  the  coal  wagon  was  demolished. 

The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  is  now  receiv¬ 
ing,  at  the  rate  of  two  a  day,  a  lot  of  210  new 
freight  locomotives.  This  road  has  under  con¬ 
tract,  besides  the  210  freight  engines,  thirty-five 
passenger  engines,  five  switching  engines  and  10,- 
000  freight  cars.  Coal  men  hope  that  this  equip¬ 
ment  will  give  them  greatly  improved  service  m 
the  coal  business. 

The  meanest  swindle  that  has  come  to  the  no¬ 
tice  of  the  Cincinnati  police  department  for  a  long 
time  was  reported  a  few  days  ago.  A  large  num¬ 
ber  of  complaints  have  been  made  that  a  man  goes 
among  the  very  poor  people  of  the  city  and  takes 
orders  for  coal  at  greatly  reduced  prices,  requir¬ 
ing  payment  in  advance.  He  is  the  rankest  kind 
of  an  imposter,  and  will  doubtless  come  to  grief 
at  the  hands  of  the  police,  as  it  is  claimed  the 
coal  is  never  delivered. 

Now  that  cars  are  scarcer  than  they  were  ever 
known  to  be  before,  another  reason  for  the  short¬ 
age  on  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  has  just  come  out, 
and  it  is  this :  It  has  been  discovered  that  the  light 
equipment  of  the  road,  the  twenty-five  and  thirty- 
ton  cars,  are  constructed  too  lightly  to  stand 
present  usage  with  much  heavier  locomotives  em¬ 
ployed,  larger  cars  and  longer  trains,  and  the 
light  cars  are  continually  causing  wrecks  on  the 
road.  The  railroad  has  not  increased  its  shop 
facilities  as  rapidly  as  its  rolling  stock,  and  large 
numbers  of  cars  are  now  lying  idle  waiting  to 
be  repaired. 
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Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Nov.  23. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)- — The  coal  trade,  wholesale  and  re¬ 
tail,  in  the  southwest  continues  to  be  active. 
Prices  are  firm  and  unchanged  since  last  week. 
The  transportation,  manufacturing  and  domestic 
demand  for  the  various  grades  of  coal  is  increas¬ 
ing  in  volume  and  the  trade  prospects  are  excel¬ 
lent.  This  is  the  situation  in  Kansas  Cit}'  and 
other  coal  markets  in  the  southwest  this  week, 
although  the  weather  is  warmer  than  is  usually 
experienced  so  late  in  the  fall.  Kansas  City  is 
enjoying  a  succession  of  Indian  summer  days, 
which  do  not  require  much  coal  to  keep  homes 
and  other  buildings  comfortable,  and  which  ordi¬ 
narily  would  have  a  depressing  effect  on  the  fuel 
trade.  But  the  factories  and  the  railroads  were 
never  so  busy  before  and  the  householder  seems 
determined  to  fill  his  coal  bin  before  real  cold 
weather  comes,  and  he  is  wise. 

The  railroads  can  not  get  enough  cars  this  week 
to  move  the  corn  crop,  so  what  chance  would  the 
coal  man  have  if  the  temperature  should  sud¬ 
denly  drop  to  zero?  Cars  are  scarce,  but  dealers 
and  consumers  have  yet  to  experience  actual  hard¬ 
ship  from  this  source.  It  is  looked  for  later  in 
the  season. 

“The  retail  trade  in  Kansas  City  is  much  better 
than  it  was  last  year,”  said  E.  R.  Sweeney,  city 
manager  of  the  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  “The 
prospects  for  an  active  market  all  winter  are  good, 
if  we  have  an  average  amount  of  cold  weather. 
Householders  would  not  buy  to  any  extent  last 
summer  when  prices  were  lower,  but  they  are 
buying  now  steadily  at  higher  quotations.  We 
have  bought  ten  extra  teams  to  deliver  coal. 
Usually  at  this  season,  wagons  are  available  which 
have  been  hauling  building  material,  but  the 
weather  has  been  so  mild  that  there  are  no  idle 
teams  in  the  city. 

Higher  Retail  Prices  Expected. 

“There  probably  will  be  another  advance  in  the 
retail  coal  prices  this  season.  I  expect  that  Arkan¬ 
sas  semi-anthracite  will  advance  fifty  cents  a  ton, 
making  the  price  $6.50,  and  there  probably  will  be 
an  advance  of  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  on  bitumi¬ 
nous  coal.  The  car  shortage  has  not  affected  us 
seriously.  We  manage  to  keep  all  our  customers 
supplied  with  coal.” 

The  city  of  Joplin  is  just  recovering  from  a 
coal  famine,  which  lasted  more  than  a  week. 
Many  zinc  and  lead  mines  had  to  suspend  opera¬ 
tions  because  cars  could  not  be  obtained  to  haul 
coal  to  them.  Domestic  consumers  were  also  in¬ 
convenienced.  The  shortage  was  also  felt  in 
Webb  City  and  other  towns  in  southwestern  Mis¬ 
souri,  which,  strangely  enough,  are  not  far  from 
the  Pittsburg,  Kas.,  coal  district.  The  situation 
was  relieved  this  week. 

The  bituminous  convention  in  Chicago  this 
week  was  attended  by  several  members  of  the 
Southwestern  Interstate  Coal  Operators’  Associa¬ 
tion.  Six  representatives  were  named  from  Dis¬ 
trict  14,  five  from  District  25  and  four  from  Dis¬ 
trict  21.  The  list  of  delegates  was  as  follows : 

District  14 — S.  J.  Tonkin,  Parsons,  Southwest¬ 
ern  Development  Co.;  James  Hamilton,  Weir  City, 
Hamilton  Coal  Co.;  J.  A.  Johnson,  Osage  City, 
Johnson  Coal  Co. ;  J.  A.  Hurley,  Topeka,  receiver 
Mount  Carmel  Coal  Co. ;  J.  R.  Crowe,  Kansas 
City,  J.  R.  Crowe  Coal  Co. ;  W.  C.  Perry,  Kansas 
City,  Central  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

District  21 — William  Busby,  South  McAlester, 
I.  T.,  Osage  Coal  &  Mining  Co. ;  Franklin  Bache, 
Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  Rock  Island  Coal  Co.;  W.  K. 
Gordon,  Thurber,  Tex.,  Texas  &  Pacific  Coal  Co.; 
R.  D.  Dunlap,  Sparta,  Ark. 

-  District  25 — W.  E.  Murlin,  Huntville,  Mo., 
Murlin  Coal  Co.;  G.  W.  Kierstead,  Higginsville, 
Mo.,  Kierstead  Coal  Co. ;  A.  P.  King,  Leaven¬ 
worth,  Home  Riverside  Coal  Co. ;  J.  H.  Bovard, 
Kansas  City;  Judge  J.  C.  Tarsney,  Kansas  City, 
Manufacturers’  Coal  Co. 

Regarding  the  conference  in  Chicago,  Bennett 
Brown,  commissioner  of  the  Southwestern  Opera¬ 
tors’  Association,  said; 

“The  purpose  of  the  meeting  should  not  be 
misunderstood.  It  is  not  to  raise  the  price  of  coal, 
to  reduce  wages  or  bring  about  a  lockout  and 
make  coal  scarce.  The  prime  object  is  to  bring 
the  bituminous  coal  mine  operators  of  the  country 
to  a  better  understanding  of  their  rights,  duties 


and  dangers — to  provide,  if  possible,  the  machin¬ 
ery  for  making  and  enforcing  contracts  without 
resort  to  strike  or  lockout.” 

I'he  executive  officials  of  the  three  southwest¬ 
ern  districts  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of 
America,  will  meet  in  Pittsburg,  Kas.,  in  joint 
conference  December  first,  for  the  purpose  of  dis¬ 
cussing  the  approaching  conference  with  the  coal 
operators. 

The  national  conference  of  miners  and  opera¬ 
tors  of  the  bituminous  fields  will  be  held  in  In¬ 
dianapolis,  Ind.,  in  January,  and  the  miners  of 
the  southwest  for  the  first  time  will  go  into  a 
joint  wage  conference  with  the  miners  of  the 
other  bituminous  districts,  throughout  the  United 
States,  to  meet  the  operators  and  prepare  a  na¬ 
tional  bituminous  coal  wage  schedule. 

Miners  Favor  Present  Wage  Scale. 

It  is  probable  that  the  southwestern  miners  will 
demand  that  the  present  wage  schedule  stand. 

The  district  convention  of  miners  of  District 
14,  comprising  all  of  Kansas,  excepting  Leaven¬ 
worth  county,  and  several  counties  in  western 
Missouri,  will  be  held  in  Pittsburg,  Kas.,  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  after  the  close  of  the  inter-state  conference. 
'Fhe  call  for  the  district  convention  will  not  be 
issued  until  some  time  next  month.  The  conven¬ 
tion  will  be  a  large  one  as  every  local  union  will 
be  entitled  to  from  one  to  five  delegates.  The 
district  joint  conference  of  miners  and  operators 
will  also  be  held  in  Pittsburg,  Kas.,  in  March, 
commencing  on  Monday,  March  fifth. 

The  inter-state  convention,  which  was  held  in 
Pittsburg,  Kas.,  last  time,  will  this  winter  be  held 
in  Indianapolis,  Ind.  It  will  convene  on  January 
twenty-fifth,  after  the  national  convention  of 
miners,  which  will  be  held  earlier  in  January. 

The  Missouri  Fire  Prevention  Association, 
which  is  in  session  in  Kansas  City  this  week,  is 
difcussing  the  hazard  in  the  use  of  crude  oil  as 
a  fuel.  The  storage  of  oil  and  the  defects  in 
burners  makes  the  use  of  oil  less  safe  than  that 
of  coal,  the  association  claims.  Insurance  rates 
have  been  raised  in  some  instances  where  oil  was 
substituted  for  coal. 

Coal  Lands  Now  in  Kansas. 

The  Missouri  river  has  presented  some  valuable 
coal  lands  to  the  state  of  Kansas  by  changing  its 
channel.  It  has  added  200  acres  of  land  to  the 
island  near  Lansing,  Kas.,  which  the  state  bought 
two  years  ago.  The  island  contains  700  acres  and 


Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  Nov.  23. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — A  judicial  decision  of  far-reaching 
influence  and  of  great  interest  has  just  been 
handed  down  by  the  supreme  court  of  appeals 
of  West  Virginia.  The  court,  with  one  dissent¬ 
ing  member,  affirms  the  decision  of  Judge  Mason, 
of  the  circuit  court,  to  the  effect  that  a  coal  com¬ 
pany  is  not  liable  for  damages  to  surface  land  in 
the  removal  of  coal. 

This  decision  is  in  the  face  of  nearly  all  prece¬ 
dents  and  decisions  of  other  courts  in  this  country 
and  England.  It  settles,  so  far  as  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  is  concerned,  a  question  which  heretofore 
has  been  tinged  with  doubt,  and  the  result  will 
be  that  landowners  in  giving  deeds  or  leases  for 
their  coal  will  be  careful  to  insist  on  the  inser¬ 
tion  of  a  damage  clause,  if  they  are  mindful  of 
the  decision. 

The  case  at  issue  came  from  Harrison  county 
and  was  entitled  Leander  Griffin  vs.  the  Fairmont 
Coal  Co.  Griffin  deeded  a  sixty-eight-acre  tract 
to  cx-Senator  J.  N.  Camden  several  years  ago, 
and  this  deed  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Fair¬ 
mont  company  when  it  purchased  the  Camden 
holdings  in  that  territory.  In  removing  the  coal 
considerable  damage  was  done  to  tlie  surface  and 
Griffin  sued  the  company  for  $5,000.  His  deed 
gave  the  right  “to  mine,  excavate  and  remove 
all  of  said  coal.”  Judge  Mason  held  this  was 
equivalent  to  a  waiver  of  damages.  He  said  that 
the  plaintiff  sold  the  coal  with  the  necessary  and 
convenient  mining  rights,  and  that  the  transac- 


the  state  paid  $15,000  for  it.  Now  it  contains  900 
acres  and  is  growing.  It  was  bought  to  secure 
more  coal  rights  for  the  state  prison  mines. 

The  Pittsburg  Coal  Co.,  of  Pittsburg,  Kas.,  has 
leased  the  coal  property  at  EngJevale,  Kas.,  to  the 
Haynes  Coal  Co.  The  Englevale  shaft  is  250  feet 
deep.  The  coal  is  of  excellent  quality  and  the 
mine  is  a  valuable  property.  The  Pittsburg  Coal 
Co.  is  an  Omaha  corporation.  It  began  operation - 
in  the  Pittsburg  field  about  three  years  ago. 

The  first  payments  on  the  life  insurance  held 
by  C.  J.  Devlin,  the  late  millionaire  coal  operator, 
were  made  last  week  in  Topeka,  Kas.  The  New 
York  Life  Insurance  Co.  turned  over  to  the  re¬ 
ceiver  $154,965  due  on  two  policies.  One  of  the 
policies  was  for  $107,000  and  the  o'her  for  $50,- 
000.  From  the  latter  policy,  however,  the  insur¬ 
ance  company  deducted  $2,035,  which  was  due  as 
a  premium.  'I'he  amount  of  the  insurance  assigned 
to  the  bank  was  $667,000.  The  amount  of  the 
insurance  left  for  Mrs.  Devlin  was  about  $564,500, 
but  the  receiver  says  that  $100,000  of  this  has  been 
allowed  to  lapse  and  that  $115,000  has  been  as¬ 
signed  away. 

Suicide  of  W.  E.  Thomas. 

W.  E.  Thomas,  who  was  associated  with  C.  J. 
Devlin,  the  late  millionaire  coal  operator,  at¬ 
tempted  suicide  at  his  home  in  Leavenworth,  Kas., 
Tuesday  night  of  this  week.  He  drank  carbolic 
acid  and  was  found  in  his  bath  room  in  an  un¬ 
conscious  condition.  He  probably  will  recover. 
Mr.  Thomas  has  been  the  general  manager  of 
the  Southwest  Fuel  Co.  and  was  also  interested 
in  the  Kansas  City  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  He  was  a 
stockholder  in  the  First  National  Bank  of  To¬ 
peka  and  the  City  National  Bank  of  Kansas  City, 
both  of  which  failed  as  a  result  of  the  Devlin 
crash. 

Mr.  Thomas  had  been  in  ill  health  since  the 
failure  of  the  Topeka  bank  and  the  failure  of 
the  Devlin  interests,  as  he  was  heavily  involved, 
his  liabilities  being  about  $480,000  and  his  assets 
about  $175,000.  A  trained  nurse  had  been  attend¬ 
ing  him  for  the  past  month. 

The  attempt  at  suicide  is  due  to  financial 
troubles  of  'riiomas  in  connection  with  the  failure 
of  the  Devlin  enterprises.  Previous  to  this  fail¬ 
ure  Thomas  was  worth  about  $500,000.  Soon 
after  the  failure  he  became  ill  through  worry  and 
has  been  at  his  home  in  Leavenworth  for  months 
under  the  care  of  physicians.  Attempts  were  made 
to  get  him  to  Topeka  to  testify  in  the  bankruptcy 
proceedings,  but  he  was  too  ill  to  leave  the  house. 
Since  the  death  of  Devlin,  he  has  refused  to  see 
old  friends  and  his  family  denied  reporters  and 
others  admission  to  his  home.  Pie  was  a  wreck 
physically. 


tion  was  closed  with  the  signing  of  the  contract, 
the  feature  of  damages  that  might  follow  to  the 
surface  by  reason  of  the  removal  of  the  coal 
from  underneath  not  being  specified. 

No  Basis  for  Damages. 

The  plaintiff  took  an  appeal  to  the  supreme 
court,  which  upheld  Judge  Mason’s  opinion  that 
there  was  no  liability  for  damage  in  the  absence 
of  any  specific  or  implied  responsibility.  In  the 
opinion  of  Judge  Mason,  the  grant  was  equivalent 
to  a  waiver  of  the  damages  that  would  necessarily 
ensue  from  the  removal  of  the  coal.  This  is 
wherein  the  decision  differs  from  the  decisions 
of  other  American  and  the  English  courts. 

The  supreme  court  of  Iowa  held,  however,  that 
enough  coal  should  be  left  to  support  the  sur¬ 
face,  and  it  is  said  that  the  courts  of  Illinois  and 
other  states  have  also  ruled  that  the  miner  should 
leave  supports  or  props  sufficient  to  prevent  dam¬ 
age  to  the  surface  land.  The  Griffin  deed  was 
written  in  1889,  and  most  of  those  made  in  the 
last  year  or  so  contain  exemptions  or  provide  for 
protection. 

The  Pultney  coal  mines,  of  Bellairc,  Ohio,  op¬ 
posite  Wheeling,  have  been  sold  to  the  George 
M.  Jones  Co.,  of  Toledo,  for  a  price  reliably 
said  to  be  $180,000.  The  property  includes  an 
operation  with  a  capacity  of  1.2i;o  tons  and  about 
1.500  acres  of  land. 

The  Glendale  mine,  at  Glendale.  W.  Va.,  south 
of  Wheeling,  was  sold  this  week  for  $175,000, 
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but  the  identity  of  the  purchaser  or  purchasers 
can  not  l)e  learned.  The  Glendale  Mining  Co. 
lias  operated  the  property  for  years,  and  it  is 
one  of  the  most  modern  in  that  field,  with  good 
cf|uipnient  and  an  Ohio  river  frontage. 

Nothing  definite  has  developed  as  a  result  of 
the  conference  between  President  Stevens  and 
other  Chesajicake  &  Ohio  officials  with  a  num¬ 
ber  of  New  River  and  Kanawha  operators  at 
Charleston  last  week,  except  that  the  coal  men 
were  informed  that  the  company  was  desirous  of 
giving  them  all  the  car  service  it  possibly  could. 
Mention  was  made  of  the  recent  4.00()-car  order 
and  the  efforts  to  have  it  filled  with  all  possilile 
speed.  Something  was  said,  also,  that  the  road 
did  not  have  as  many  terminals  as  would  he  con¬ 
ducive  to  ideal  service. 

The  operators  appeared  to  feel  better  after  the 
conference,  and  those  who  were  present  and  were 
also  guests  at  a  banquet  given  by  President  Stev¬ 
ens  included  the  following:  Samuel  Dixon, 
William  A'IcKell.  J.  R.  I'liomas,  M.  '1'.  Davis, 
Neil  Robinson,  M.  T.  Roach,  Gen.  J.  W.  St. 
Clair,  Charles  C.  Reury,  Malcolm  Jackson,  Con¬ 
gressman  J.  H.  Gaines,  all  of  West  Virginia,  and 
President  Stevens,  General  ATanager  C.  F.  Doyle 
and  Superintendent  E.  W.  Trice,  representing  the 
railroad. 

For  the  past  few  days  the  car  situation  has  im¬ 
proved  out  of  the  Fairmont  field  on  the  Balti¬ 
more  &  Ohio,  and  this  improvement,  which  may 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Nov.  23. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.)— PTicGS  of  coal  to  all  classes  of  con¬ 
sumers  are  advancing  throughout  Indiana,  and 
prominent  dealers  are  now  predicting  they  will 
he  much  higher  than  last  winter  unless  there  is 
relief  soon  from  the  car  famine.  An  advance 
of  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  on  all  grades  has  been 
made  here  during  the  last  few  days  by  all  dealers, 
and  it  is  likely  there  will  he  a  similar  increase 
before  Christmas  if  there  should  be  severe  cold 
weather.  But,  as  one  dealer  put  it  today,  it  “all 
depends  very  largely  on  whether  or  not  the  rail¬ 
road  companies  come  to  the  front  with  adequate 
transportation  facilities.” 

Some  of  the  local  dealers  who  do  a  wholesale 
as  well  as  retail  business  claim  they  are  losing 
money,  notwithstanding  the  recent  advance  of 
twenty-five  cents  a  ton,  as  it  is  costing  more  to 
get  the  coal  than  was  estimated  when  they  made 
contracts  they  now  have  on  their  hooks.  They 
are  not  only  paying  more  for  the  coal  at  the 
mines,  but  ten  cents  a  ton  more  on  nearly  all 
they  get  from  the  Sullivan  and  Greene  county 
fields,  which  furnish  a  large  supply  for  the  local 
and  gas  belt  markets. 

The  Big  Four  has  been  handling  coal  from 
Terre  Haute  to  Indianapolis  for  fifty  cents  a 
ton.  The  Vandalia  charges  sixty  cents  and  is  get¬ 
ting  most  of  the  business;  practically  all  of  it, 
some  of  the  dealer  say.  The  charge  was  repeated 
today  that  the  Big  Four  has  placed  an  embargo 
on  all  coal  that  does  not  originate  on  its  own 
lines  and  that  it  is  not  handling  any  which  inter¬ 
feres  with  other  classes  of  business.  The  result 
is  that  dealers  who  figured  their  contracts  close, 
expecting  to  get  coal  here  at  fifty  cents  over  the 
Big  Four  are  losing  out,  because  they  have  to  pay 
the  Vandalia  sixty  cents,  which  has  been  its  rate 
for_  over  a  year.  The  Big  Four  representatives 
deny  there  is  an  embargo,  but  one  wholesaler  said 
today  that  if  there  is  not  it  is  strange  he  can  not 
get  more  coal  through  over  that  line. 

Efforts  to  Help  Coal  Movement. 

It  was  reported  today  that  the  Indiana  railway 
commission  was  preparing  to  send  out  a  letter 
to  the  railroad  companies  urging  them  to  ex¬ 
change  cars  more  freely  at  junctions  in  order 
to  prevent  a  congestion  of  coal  and  demanding 
that  there  be  no  discrimination  against  coal  con¬ 
signed  from  non-competitive  points.  It  has  been 
charged  that  the  roads  discriminated  in  favor  of 
places  where  there  was  competition  for  business. 
The  commission  expects  to  remedy  the  situation, 
hut  the  operators  and  dealers  are  not  in  a  very 
hopeful  frame  of  mind. 

It  was  thought  there  might  he  some  signs  of 
relief  before  this,  but  the  shortage  is  just  as 
noticeable  as  ever  and  but  few  of  the  mines 
in  Indiana  are  being  operated  as  much  as  three 


he  only  spasmodic,  is  fairly  true  of  the  other 
lines.  Demand  for  coal  from  the  east  is  heavy, 
particularly  for  slack. 

The  cement  factories,  which  are  great  users 
of  slack,  have  been  active  in  sending  in  orders 
from  the  west  as  well  as  the  east.  The  growth 
of  the  cement  industry  in  late  years  has  been  re¬ 
markable,  this  product  being  used  extensively 
now  in  all  modern  buildings,  and  with  its  growth 
the  demand  for  slack  coal  has  increased. 

Slack  is  bringing  60@75c  at  the  mines.  Lump 
is  around  $1..50  and  three-quarter  $1.25.  'I'liese 
jmices  show  a  signal  advance  since  last  summer, 
when  they  were  50@70c  lower,  although  the  low 
mark  was  reached  during  a  lirpited  period. 

Coal  will  be  shipped  from  West  Virginia  to 
the  lakes  as  late  as  December  fifteenth,  unless 
the  weather  is  too  cold.  The  railroads  and  ship¬ 
pers  are  stirring  themselves  to  take  advantage  of 
the  tail  end  of  the  season  now. 

Tlic  Wagner-Palmros  Co.,  with  headquarters 
at  Fairmont,  in  the  business  of  selling  mine  equip¬ 
ment,  is  to  be  reorganized  and  expanded.  The 
control  has  passed  to  Lee  L.  Malone,  general 
manager  of  the  Fairmont  Coal  Co.,  and  Walton 
Miller,  a  hanker. 

President  C.  W.  Watson,  of  the  Fairmont, 
Consolidation  and  Somerset  companies,  was  one 
of  tiie  prize  winners  at  the  New  York  horse  show, 
exhibiting  a  horse  in  the  class  of  non-winners  at 
any  other  show. 


Indiana. 

days  a  week.  If  the  weather  were  as  cold  as  it 
is  sometimes  at  this  time  of  the  year  the  dealers 
would  have  greater  difficulty  in  supplying  the 
demand,  but  the  retail  business  has  not  been  as 
brisk  as  usual  owing  to  the  weather.  The  big 
dealers,  however,  have  a  smaller  reserve  supply 
on  hand  than  usual  for  this  time  of  the  year 
and  the  little  fellows  are  in  hot  water  most  of 
the  time  trying  to  obtain  enough  coal  to  supply 
their  customers. 

Present  Range  of  Prices. 

A  strong  demand  for  steam  coal  is  reported, 
as  nearly  all  lines  of  industry  are  active,  but  they 
are  being  hampered  somewhat  by  the  car  short¬ 
age.  Most  of  the  companies  are  getting  $1.50 
@1.60  at  the  mine  for  the  best  grades  of  mine- 
run.  Screenings  are  70@90  cents,  according  to 
the  quantity  and  quality.  One  and  a  quarter 
inch  lump  is  bringing  as  high  as  $1.75  at  the 
mines.  Brazil  block  is  being  delivered  here  on 
track  for  $2.75  a  ton.  Greene  and  Sullivan 
county  coal  (best  grades)  are  being  delivered  to 
the  domestic  trade  for  $3.50  a  ton.  On  the  track 
they  are  selling  here  for  $2.40.  Anthracite  is 
now  selling  for  $7.75  and  there  is  a  steady  de¬ 
mand.  It  is  said  that  some  of  the  big  companies 
who  made  an  advance  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty- 
five  cents  a  ton  at  the  mines  the  first  of  No¬ 
vember  have  withdrawn  these  prices  and  will 
only  make  quotations  from  day  to  day  until  the 
uncertainty  over  the  supply  of  cars  is  removed. 

There  is  a  rumor  among  coal  dealers  that  the 
Brazil  division  of  the  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois 
road  has  been  leased  to  a  railroad  company  that 
will  begin  moving  twenty  trains  a  day  over  it  for 
northwestern  markets  after  November  first.  The 
branch  taps  some  of  the  richest  coal  fields  in 
the  state. 

Owing  to  the  prospect  of  the  building  of  a  new 
road  by  the  Chicago,  Indianapolis  &  Evansville  Co., 
which  recently  incorporated,  prices  of  coal  lands 
in  Pike  and  other  counties  along  the  route  have 
advanced  very  materially.  The  railroad  company 
is  said  to  be  investing  heavily  in  land  in  Pike 
county. 

New  Coal  Companies  Formed. 

The  hotel  and  business  men  here  do  not  seem 
to  be  enthusiastic  over  the  coming  of  the  miners 
in  January  for  their  national  convention.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  central  trades  council  who  have  so¬ 
licited  funds,  as  usual,  for  entertainment  of  the 
miners  have  found  that  contributions  are  so  hard 
to  get  that  they  have  about  determined  not  to 
invite  tbe  miners  to  come  again.  It  was  formerly 
the  custom  under  the  interstate  agreement  to  al¬ 
ternate  the  conventions  between  Indianapolis,  Chi¬ 
cago,  Columbus  and  Pittsburg,  representing  the 
four  states  in  the  competitive  district,  but  owing 


to  the  central  location  of  Indianapolis  the  rule 
was  abandoned  nearly  four  years  ago. 

C.  C.  Martin,  of  Montgomery,  Ind.,  manager  of 
the  Davies  County  Coal  Co.,  will  soon  sink  an¬ 
other  shaft  near  the  No.  3  mine. 

The  American  Coal  and  Mining  Co.,  capital  $150,- 
000 ;  directors,  C.  P.  McCaffery,  A.  D.  Scott,  W. 
C.  Shoemaker,  R.  T.  Snapp  and  C,  D.  Trow¬ 
bridge,  and  the  Peabody-Alwart  Coal  Mining 
Co.,  capital  $100,000;  directors,  Arthur  W.  Under¬ 
wood,  Nathan  Smyser,  J.  A.  McKeown,  Nelson 
Tbomasson  Jr.  and  R.  J.  Devine,  have  been  in¬ 
corporated  here  to  do  business  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  state. 

The  St.  Louis  Coal  Market. 

St.  Louis  Mo.,  Nov.  23. — (Special  Correspond- 
'cnce.) — The  continued  warm  weather  in  this  mar¬ 
ket  has  had  a  demoralizing  effect  on  the  price  of 
coal  and,  to  use  the  coal  man’s  expression,  the 
bottom  has  dropped  out  of  the  market. 

Quite  a  number  of  Chicago  companies  have 
had  representatives  in  the  southern  Illinois  fields 
this  week  trying  to  buy  coal  to  be  shipped  to 
that  market,  but  as  the  railroads  have  placed  re¬ 
strictions  on  their  equipment  it  is  doubtful  if  any 
amount  of  coal  has  been  diverted  from  this  mar¬ 
ket. 

The  prevailing  prices  on  carlot  business  are  as 
follows,  f.  o.  b.  East  St.  Louis,  Ill. : 


Big  Muddy  . $2.25 

Trenton  .  2.25 

Carterville,  lump  and  egg  .  2.10 

Standard  shaker  screen . 1.25 

Standard  flat  bar  .  1.15 

Standard  run-of-mine  .  1.00 

Standard  screenings  . 35 

Staunton  and  Mt.  Olive .  1.60 


John  P.  Heinrich,  of  the  Heinrich  Coal  Co., 
tendered  a  banquet  to  a  number  of  his  friends 
in  the  coal  trade  on  Monday  of  this  week,  cele¬ 
brating  his  twentieth  anniversary  in  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness  at  St.  Louis. 

A.  A.  Bryden  was  toast-master  and,  after  the 
menu  had  been  disposed  of,  he  called  upon  .\lex. 
Hamilton,  who,  on  behalf  of  those  present,  pre¬ 
sented  to  Mr.  Heinrich  a  silver  chest.  Those 
present  in  the  coal  trade  were :  J.  E.  Rutledge, 
James  G.  Skidmore,  Chas.  G.  Schroeter,  Wm.  L. 
Schmick,  Jos.  Taylor,  J.  L.  Penny,  Jno.  C. 
Schroeter,  Wm.  Stephen,  J.  T.  Avery,  F.  A.  Aid, 
G.  A.  Abbott,  J.  D.  Barth,  Frank  Bergs,  G.  Boeh- 
mer,  W.  H.  Boehmer,  Edward  Devoy,  A.  H. 
Donk,  Emil  Donk,  Chas.  Gartside,  Nathaniel  H. 
Lefavor,  Chas.  Alaguire,  Harry  Mathews,  Jas. 
C.  Blythe  and  J.  D.  Lumaghi. 

The  creditors  of  the  Belding  Coal  Co.  filed  a 
petition  of  involuntary  bankruptcy  this  week. 
The  liabilities  are  about  $4,500  and  assets  about 
$1,500. 

The  retail  market  is  very  quiet  and  complaints 
are  heard  from  all  quarters.  Prices  are  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

Per  Bu. 


Big  Muddy  and  Trenton  . $0.15 

Carterville  . 14 

Staunton  and  Mt.  Olive . 13 

Standard  . . . - . 11 


Leslie  Mullen,  general  sales  agent  of  the  New 
Ohio  Washed  Coal  Co.,  Chicago,  was  a  visitor 
this  week. 

Geo.  Lane,  of  the  Guy  G.  Gibson  Coal  Co.,  Chi¬ 
cago,  was  in  the  city. 

Air.  Jeffries,  of  the  Deep  Vein  Coal  Co.,  Chi¬ 
cago,  was  in  the  city. 

Wagon  Prices  at  Chicago. 


ANTHRACITE. 

Grate  . $6.50 

Stove  .  6.75 

Chestnut  .  6.75 

Egg  .  6.75 

BITUMINOUS. 

Smokeless  lump  . .  $5.25 

Smokeless  run-of-mine  .  3.75. 

Hocking  lump  .  4.50 

Hocking  nut  .  4.00 

Illinois  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.50 

Indiana  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.50 

Wilmington  chunks  .  4.00 

No.  1  washed  nut .  4.00 

Brazil  block  .  4.00 

Jackson  Hill  Ohio .  5.00 

Cannel  lump  .  6.25 

Smithing  .  5.00 

West  Virginia  splint .  4.50 

Gas-house  coke  .  5.50 


Market  and  Conditions  in 
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The  Hocking  Valley  Trade. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  Nov.  23. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Premium  prices  on  Chicago  coal, 
ranging  at  10@25  cents,  and  in  a  few  rumored 
instances  as  high  as  50  cents  per  ton  over  the  new 
circular  price  of  $1.75,  have  been  the  feature  of 
the  market  during  the  past  week.  There  are  in¬ 
dications  that  these  fancy  figures  have  reached 
their  maximum  for  the  present,  at  least,  as  the 
great  volume  of  coal  which  they  have  diverted  to 
the  western  metropolis,  at  the  expense  of  other 
points,  is  said  to  have  placed  the  dealers  there  in 
a  more  independent  position. 

In  some  few  other  cities,  notably  Detroit,  deal¬ 
ers  have  offered  to  forego  their  usual  commission 
on  spot  Hocking  coal,  which  virtually  amounts  to 
a  premium.  The  prices  on  all  grades  of  Hocking 
which  went  into  effect  ten  days  ago  are  being 
held  strong,  with  orders  far  in  excess  of  the 
operators’  ability  to  fill  them.  The  demand  is 
heavier  than  at  any  time  within  the  past  three 
years,  and  the  car  shortage  is  the  worst  ever  ex¬ 
perienced.  Among  the  relief  measures  taken  by 
the  Hocking  Valley  and  the  Toledo  &  Ohio  Cen¬ 
tral  railroads  is  an  order  requiring  shipments  go¬ 
ing  west  of  Chicago  to  be  transferred  into  the 
cars  of  the  receiving  road.  Experience  has  proved 
that  in  the  present  congested  freight  condition 
when  a  car  gets  any  considerable  distance  away 
from  home  it  is  difficult  to  get  it  returned.  The 
unprecedented  shipments  of  steel  rails  from_  Pitts¬ 
burg  to  far  western  points  have  monopolized  a 
large  part  of  the  rolling  stock  that  otherwise 
would  have  been  utilized  in  the  coal  trade. 

Further  Advances  Are  Predicted. 

To  just  what  extreme  prices  will  go  in  the  next 
month  or  six  weeks  is  a  matter  of  conjecture,  but 
a  further  advance  is  looked  for  as  soon  as  cold 
weather  sets  in.  There  is  a  shortage  of  winter 
supply  throughout  all  the  Hocking  selling  terri¬ 
tory  and  many  localities  are  in  danger  of  suffering 
a  partial  coal  famine.  The  conditions  of  last 
July,  when  Hocking  lump  went  begging  as  low  as 
ninety-five  cents,  gave  dealers  a  false_  sense  _  of 
security  and  caused  them  to  be  tardy  in  placing 
their  orders. 

Should  the  strike  ^care  develop  any  proportions 
in  January,  as  is  anticipated,  it  will  greatly  aggra¬ 
vate  the  situation,  as  there  will  be  a  scramble  on 
the  part  of  railroad  companies,  manufacturers 
and  public  service  companies  not  to  be  caught 
.short-handed.  Demand  for  Hocking  from  the 
upper  lake  market  continues  heavy  and  naviga¬ 
tion  is  expected  to  continue  without  interruption 
as  long  as  the  weather  remains  favorable. 

Hocking  valley  operators  were  not  represented 
in  the  conference  of  the  coal  operators’  organiza¬ 
tions  held  at  Chicago  during  the  past  week,  and 
the  event  has  not  excited  much  interest  on  the 
part  of  either  mine-owner  or  miner.  A  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  latter  states  that  it  will  have  no 
bearing  on  the  January  agreement  in  so  far  as 
working  up  any  strained  relations  is  concerned, 
and  that  the  miners  would  be  glad  to  see  a  strong 
national  organization  perfected  among  the  opera¬ 
tors,  as  it  would  promote  the  general  prosperity 
of  the  coal  business,  as  well  as  lessen  the  difficul¬ 
ties  of  reaching  a  wage  agreement.  It  is  claimed 
that  the  least  difficulties  are  experienced  with 
those  coal  corporations  which  are  the  most  thor¬ 
oughly  organized. 

The  retail  price  of  coal  has  been  advanced  from 
$3.00  to  $3.50  for  Hocking  domestic  lump,  with  no 
falling  off  in  demand.  There  is  very  little  coal 
in  stock. 

Notes  From  the  Field. 

S.  F.  L.  Dean  has  resigned  his  position  as  sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Eagle  Coal  Co.,  and  will  go  into 
business  for  himself. 

John  M.  Williams,  of  the  Taylor-Williams  Coal 
Co.,  is  back  at  his  desk  after  a  two  months’  vaca¬ 
tion  spent  in  Europe. 

The  New  York  Coal  Co.,  with  offices  on  the 
twelfth  floor  of  the  Harrison  building,  has  found 
it  necessary  to  add  to  the  size  of  its  quarters. 

The  Middle  States  Coal  Co.,  of  this  city,  will 
soon  fire  100  new  coke  ovens.  It  reports  an  un¬ 
precedented  business,  with  prices  strong  at  $3.00 
at  the  ovens. 

The  rumored  merging  of  the  mining  machinery 
interest  of  the  Jeffery  Co.,  of  Columbus,  with  the 


several  other  similar  corporations  throughout  the 
country,  receives  partial  confirmation  from  local 
officials,  but  the  particulars  have  not  yet  been  dis¬ 
closed.  The  large  plant  here  is  compelled  to 
work  overtime  to  take  care  of  its  orders,  which 
were  never  so  large. 


Southwestern  Coal  Higher. 

Owing  to  the  extreme  shortage  of  available  cars 
on  all  roads  in  Arkansas  and  Indian  territory, 
the  price  of  coal  has  been  advanced  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  figures ;  , 

SEMI-ANTHRACITE. 


Description.  f.  o.  b.  mine. 

Mammoth  vein  . ...$2.ri5 

Domestic  lump  .  2.40 

Kgg  .  2.40 

Mine  run  .  1.G5 

Mill  (egg,  nut  and  slack)  .  1.40  , 

Slack  . 90 

.Steam  lump  .  1.00 

WILBURTON. 

Fancy  lump  .  2.90 

Domestic  lump  .  2.7.5 

Egg  (two-inch)  . 2.75 

Egg  and  nut  mixed  over  l-inch  screen .  2.40 

Steam  lump  (one-inch)  .  2.50 

Mine  run  .  2.00 

Screened  nut  .  1.90 

Screened  pea  .  1.05 

Slack  . 90 


MC  ALESTER. 


Fancy  lump  . . 

Domestic  lump  (two-inch) 


u  c  . 

Mine  run 
Pea  ..... 
Slack  . .  . 


3.05 

3.40 

3.15 

2.15 

2.40 
1.05 
1.00 


These  prices  apply  on  all  shipments  except 
those  moving  on  accepted  contracts.  The  situa¬ 
tion  is  more  unfavorable  than  it  has  been  for 
a  long  time,  the  cost  of  production  having  been 
enormously  increased  by  cutting  down  the  ti_ma 
of  operation  to  about  two  days  a  week,  owing 
to  the  shortage  of  cars. 


Favors  Circular  Prices. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Bl.5CK  Diamond: 

The  writer  of  this  letter  has  noted  several  arti¬ 
cles  in  The  Black  Diamond  relative  to  monthly 
circular  price  quotations.  From  personal  expe¬ 
rience  we  believe  them  to  be  a  good  thing  for 
the  dealer  and  that  they  should  not.  be  discon¬ 
tinued.  We  find  that  they  quite  often  vary  widely 
as  to  price  on  the  same  class  of  product.  The 
statement  that  jobbers  list  coal  they  do  not  con¬ 
trol  is,  no  doubt,  true,  and  it  follows  that  deal¬ 
ers  who  buy  at  second  hand  must  expect  at  times 
to  have  their  own  troubles. 

The  one  and  only  very  undesirable  feature,  as  we 
see  it,  relative  to  monthly  price  quotations  is  that 
the  company  mailing  them,  as  a  rule,  is  not  care¬ 
ful  enough  regarding  its  mailing  lists,  but  sends 
to  every  Tom,  Dick  and  Harry  whose  name  may 
appear  in  a  commercial  report  or  “blue  book,”  re- 
gardjess  of  the  vintage  of  such  directory.  From 
personal  knowledge  we  know  of  bankers,  saw  and 
tile  mill  men  who  use  no  coal  but  are  constantly 
in  receipt  of  such  circulars  and  could  buy  if  they 
wish,  and  do  quite  often,  peddling  it  out  to  their 
friends  at  cost,  to  the  detriment  of  the  regular 
dealer,  who  has  hundreds  of  dollars  invested  in 
business  equipment.  We  believe  such  quotations 
should  be  lirqited  to  regular  dealers,  as  defined 
by  the  various  associations  of  coal  dealers  and 
users  of  twenty-five  or  more  cars  of  steam  coal 
per  year. 

In  the  state  of  Ohio  the  largest  producers  fur¬ 
nish  monthly  price  lists,  and  as  a  rule  the  dealer 
can  rest  assured  that  his  competitor,  if  buying  of 
the  same  company,  is  paying  the  same  price.  On 
the  other  hand,  one  of  the  large  sales  agencies 
for  the  sale  of  West  Virginia  coal  issues  no  list, 
and,  as  it  would  seem,  endeavors  to  “get  any  old 
price  the  traffic  will  bear.”  In  buying  of  a  com¬ 
pany  of  this  class  the  dealer  is  never  altogether 
sure  but  that  he  is  paying  more  than  conditions, 
cost  of  production,  warrant,  or  than  his  com¬ 
petitor  is  paying.  Of  the  two  methods  we  prefer 
the  company  which  openly  publishes  its  prices 
and  which  does  not  then  deviate  therefrom. 

Respectfully,  W.  R.  '1  ilton. 

Prairie  Depot,  Ohio,  Nov.  i8. 

V 

A  two-foot  vein  of  coal  has  been  discovered 
at  Oregon,  Ill. 


Western  Coal  and  Coke  Alotes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 

'I'he  Swanson  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Belleville,  Ill.,  by  Thomas  Fisher,  N.  Raab 
and  W.  Oener.  The  capital  of  the  company  is 
$1,000. 

The  Junior  Colliery  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Chicago,  Ill.,  by  R.  C.  Butler,  D.  V.  Rubridge 
and  E.  A.  Best.  The  capital  of  the  company  is 
$:>5,0()0. 

The  Central  Colliery  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Chicago,  Ill.,  with  a  capital  of  $10,000  by 
W.  C.  McLean,  Harry  Edson  and  llarry  A. 
Daugherty. 

The  Paradise  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Duquoin,  Ill.,  by  John  Forrester, 
James  Forrester  and  Guy  C.  Gibson.  The  capital 
of  the  company  is  $5,000. 

The  Colorado  Standard  Coal  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Denver,  Colo.,  with  a  capital  of 
$35,000.  The  incorporators  are  B.  L.  Smith, 
A.  P.  Smith  and  P'rank  McDonough,  all  of  Den¬ 
ver. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  at 
Duquoin,  Ill.,  by  -the  Jupiter  Coal  &  Mining 
Co.  The  capital  of  the  company  is  $0,000  and  the 
incorporators  are  George  Heinmiller,  Jonah  Fla- 
vel  and  R.  F.  Kilgen. 

The  Raccoon  Mining  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  with  a  capital  of  $25,000 
by  J.  R.  Connelly,  C.  D.  Pierson,  J.  T.  Pierson 
and  George  J.  Nattkemper.  The  mine  of  the 
company  is  located  north  of  Brazil. 

The  Indiana-Fairmont  Coal  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Bloomfield,  Ind.,  with  a  capital 
of  $10,000,  to  purchase  and  develop  coal  proper¬ 
ties.  The  incorporators  are  Charles  T.  Davis, 
H.  W.  Letsinger  and  J.  E.  McLaughlin. 

The  Ohio  River  &  Western  Coal  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Columbus,  Ohio.  The  incorpo¬ 
rators  are  S.  L.  Mooney,  W.  C.  Mooney,  F.  L. 
Hambleton,  F.  L.  Mooney  and  W.  E.  Mallory, 
all  prominently  identified  with  the  O.  R.  &  W. 
railroad. 

The  Christinia  Mining  Co.  has  filed  articles  of 
incorporation  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  with  a  capital 
of  $100,000.  The  incorporators  are  L.  E.  Seager, 
R.  E.  Gwinn  and  Z.  G.  Roe.  The  company  is 
organized  to  promote  mining  properties  in  Me.x- 
ico  but  will  have  its  headquarters  in  Des  Moines. 

The  Colorado  Central  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  will 
file  articles  of  incorporation  at  Colorado  Springs, 
Colo.,  in  the  near  future.  The  company  has  leased 
640  acres  of  coal  land  near  Canon  City  for  a 
period  of  twenty  years,  and  it  is  expected  that 
mines  will  be  opened  within  ninety  days.  The 
incorporators  will  be  W.  F.  Little,  H.  L.  Little 
and  J.  F.  Hadley,  all  of  Colorado  Springs. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

Preparations  are  being  made  for  the  resump¬ 
tion  of  work  in  the  Great  Northern  coal  mines 
at  Tenino,  Wash.,  which  have  been  idle  for  some 
time. 

The  Letsinger  coal  mine  at  Jasonville,  Ind., 
has  been  reopened  after  a  shut  down  of  more  than 
a  year.  The  mine  has  been  leased  and  will  be 
operated. 

The  Washington  Briquetting  Co.,  recently  or¬ 
ganized  at  Tacoma,  Wash.,  is  now  marketing 
fuel  made  from  lignite  coal  dust,  otherwise  al¬ 
most  valueless. 

The  new  coal  chutes  of  the  ’Frisco  railroad  at 
Ft.  Scott,  Kas.,  erected  a  few  months  ago,  have 
been  destroyed  by  fire.  The  loss  is  estimated  at 
$30,000,  partially  insured. 

W.  P.  Rend,  Chicago,  Ill.,  has  purchased  3,000 
acres  of  coal  land  in  Franklin  county,  east  of 
Duquoin,  Ill.,  from  S.  W.  Jones  and  E.  N.  Rea, 
and  will  develop  several  mines. 

After  several  unsuccessful  attempts,  the  Big 
Vein  Coal  Co.  has  purchased  2,500  acres  of  coal 
land  cast  of  SalinevUlc,  Ohio,  belonging  to  the 
Brewster  Bros.,  of  Youngstown,  Ohio. 

William  K.  Miller,  of  the  Miller  Coal  Co., 
Mulberry,  Kas.,  recently  purchased  840  acres  of 
coal  land  southwest  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.  The 
consideration  was  $100  an  acre  or  $84,000. 
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sary  qualifications  for  becoming  an  anthracite  miner;  that  there  are  different 
conditions  in  the  latter  mines,  and  it  requires  experience  in  digging  that  coal 
to  conduct  mining  operations  with  safety. 

The  issue  is  clearly  defined  in  the  evidence  thus  submitted.  The  attempt 
of  the  operators  is  to  prevent  discrimination,  if  any  exists.  They  are  of.the 
opinion  that  the  legislation  applies  to  a  class  of  miners  and  prohibits  a  cer¬ 
tain  other  class  from  seeking  lawful  employment.  The  courts  in  the  past 
have  been  careful  to  nullify  any  legislation  of  this  character,  whether  it 
applies  to  miners  or  merchants.  If  the  operators  have  proved  their  conten¬ 
tions,  evidently  the  decision  will  be  in  their  favor.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
the  miners  have  shown  by  the  evidence  that  it  requires  a  different  degree  of 
proficiency  to  become  an  anthracite  miner,  that  experience  in  these  col¬ 
lieries  is  a  necessity  and  that  they  are  in  a  separate  class  as  to  mining  condi¬ 
tions,  they  probably  will  receive  the  decision.  The  court  will  proceed  carefully 
in  reaching  its  findings  in  this  matter.  It  is  understood  that  three  judges 
have  been  called  in  to  pass  upon  the  evidence  and  that  they  will  render  an 
opinion.  This  is  a  vital  question,  and  it  should  be  handled  as  carefully  as 
possible  in  order  that  no  injustice  may  be  done. 
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Well,  this  Indian  summer  can  not  last  forever! 

Bituminous  miners  in  the  Pennsylvania  district  have  announced  that 
they  will  demand  twelve  per  cent  increase  in  the  wage  scale  at  the  Indianap¬ 
olis  conference  in  January.  Based  on  the  condition  of  the  coal  trade  during 
the  past  year  and  a  half,  they  will  be  very  fortunate,  indeed,  if  the  operators 
decide  to  continue  the  present  scale. 

The  Shea  Certificate  Case. 

Much  interest  attaches  to  the  hearing  in  the  courts  of  Pennsylvania  of 
the  suit  brought  to  test  the  constitutionality  of  the  anthracite  certificate  law. 
This  is  known  in  court  circles  as  the  “Shea  case.”  Evidence  has  been  heard 
by  the  court  bearing  on  both  sides  of  the  controversy.  The  operating  inter¬ 
ests,  in  presenting  their  testimony,  have  endeavored  to  show  that  the  com¬ 
petent  miner,  if  he  has  worked  in  the  bituminous  mines,  can  seek  employ¬ 
ment  in  the  anthracite  collieries  and  will  be  efficient  in  cutting  this  coal.  The 
evidence  which  they  have  submitted  has  had  a  tendency  to  show  that  there 
is  discrimination  against  the  bituminous  miners  under  the  operation  of  the 
certificate  law,  inasmuch  as  they  are  prohibited  from  seeking  employment  in 
these  mines. 

The  miners  have  submitted  testimony  endeavoring  to  prove  that  compe¬ 
tency  and  efficiency  as  a  bituminous  miner  does  not  carry  with  it  the  neces- 


Proposed  Operators’  Jtssociation. 

This  week  bituminous  coal  operators,  representing  eight  or  ten  western 
states,  met  in  Chicago  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  initiative  in  forming  a 
national  bituminous  coal  operators’  association.  The  plans  as  to  this  new 
association  are  in  embryo  at  this  time,  although  it  has  been  decided  that  such 
an  organization  shall  become  a  fact.  Committees  have  been  appointed  to 
proceed  with  the  organization  and  it  is  likely  that  a  meeting  will  be  held 
within  a  short  time  at  which  a  definite  plan  will  be  proposed.  So  far  as 
progress  has  been  made  up  to  the  present  time,  it  is  the  intention  that  the 

national  association  shall  be  a  federation  of  the  district  associations  of  bitumi- 

« 

nous  operators.  In  other  words,  it  will  be  composed  largely  of  delegates 
from  various  districts  in  which  there  are  effective  organized  forces  to  negotiate 
with  the  miners. 

There  are  certain  weaknesses  at  the  present  time,  from  the  operators’ 
standpoint,  in  the  operation  of  the  joint  agreement.  The  bituminous  opera¬ 
tors  are  not  a  cohesive  force,  but  each  district  deals  with  the  miners  separately 
after  the  general  agreement  has  been  signed  at  Indianapolis.  As  a  conse¬ 
quence,  the  miners,  who  are  a  united  body,  can  occasionally  violate  the  letter 
of  their  agreement  with  impunity  and  at  present  there  is  no  means  by  which 
this  can  be  corrected  without  a  strike.  Wherever  there  is  a  disagreement  as 
to  the  interpretation  of  the  general  contract  between  the  operators  and  the 
miners  in  a  district,  there  is  no  board  of  appeal.  Difference  of  opinion 
frequently  occurs  and  in  order  to  preserve  peace  it  quite  often  happens  that 
the  operators  and  the  miners  submit  the  matter  to  the  national  officers  of 
the  miners’  organization  for  final  judgment.  John  Mitchell  has  been  called 
in  in  more  than  one  instance  to  arbitrate  in  matters  of  this  kind.  Other 
national  officers  have  been  asked  to  decide  knotty  questions  where  there 
was  a  sincere  difference  of  opinion.  At  present  this  method  of  deciding  these 
questions  usually  proves  satisfactory,  but  it  is  an  injustice  both  to  the 
national  officers  of  the  miners’  organization  and  to  the  operators,  to  be 
obliged  to  depend  upon  such  tribunal  for  a  settlement. 

While  the  scope  of  the  new  national  association  can  not  be  anticipated, 
inasmuch  as  it  has  not  been  definitely  outlined,  nevertheless  there  is  a 
sentiment  among  operators  in  various  states  that  the  national  executive  com¬ 
mittee  will  be  an  organization  that  can  meet  the  national  board  of  the  united 
mine  workers  on  equal  terms;  that  the  two  might  form  a  joint  tribunal 
which  would  adjudicate  matters  of  difference  between  the  operators  and 
miners  and  preserve  peace. 

Where  the  general  agreement  is  in  force  in  other  industries,  there  are 
national  boards  of  employers  which  rank  on  an  equality  with  the  national 
boards  of  the  employes’  organizations.  Such  a  national  board  of  employers 
in  connection  with  coal  mining  would  have  plenty  of  scope  for  its  efforts, 
and  there  would  be  a  redundancy  of  good  it  might  accomplish. 

That  there  is  a  need  for  a  national  organization  of  bituminous  coal  opera¬ 
tors  is  shown  from  the  interest  taken  in  the  initial  meeting  this  week.  There 
were  nearly  a  hundred  operators  present  from  five  or  more  district  organiza¬ 
tions,  and  these  operators  took  a  keen  interest  in  the  proposed  national 
association. 

No  excuse  need  be  offered  for  the  proposed  association  of  operators.  It 
is  unnecessary  to  say  that  its  purpose  will  not  be  to  do  away  with  the  general 
agreement  or  limit  any  of  the  rights  of  the  miners  under  the  contractual 
relation.  The  intention  of  those  having  it  in  view  is  rather  to  perfect  the 
machinery  of  the  general  agreement,  thereby  lessening  the  friction  that 
exists  at  present,  and  offer  equal  rights  to  both  miners  and  operators  under 
the  present  relationship.  If  it  can  accomplish  this,  the  number  of  petty 
local  strikes  will  be  reduced,  and  there  will  be  still  greater  harmony  in  the 
bituminous  coal  fields. 
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Western  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


F.  B.  Lockhart,  of  the  United  Coal  Co.,  Pitts¬ 
burg,  Pa.,  was  in  Chicago  the  latter  part  of  the 
week  on  business. 


and  the  shipments  529,371  tons.  These  figures 
show  that  Peoria  is  distributing  a  slightly  heavier 
tonnage  this  year  than  the  two  preceding  years. 


could  arrange  for  the  cars  in  which  to  handle  the 
coal.” 

The  Berry  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  1012  Tribune 
huilding,  Chicago,  has  acquired  2,560  acres  of  coal 
land  two  miles  cast  of  Granville,  Ill.,  on  the 
Oglesby  &  Granville  railroad,  now  being  built, 
and  will  develop  the  property  at  once  by  open¬ 
ing  a  large  mine.  The  upperworks  and  general 
plan  of  the  mine  will  be  a  duplicate  of  the  Gran¬ 
ville  shaft  of  the  St.  Paul  Coal  Co.,  described  in 
The  Black  Diamond  several  months  ago.  B.  F. 
Berry,  the  president  of  the  Wills  Creek  Coal  Co., 
operating  in  the  Ohio  field,  and  the  Jewett,  Big¬ 
elow,  Brooks  Coal  Co.,  Fisher  building,  is  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Berry  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Up  to  the  first  of  November  this  year  the  re¬ 
ceipts  of  anthracite  at  Superior,  Wis.,  amounted 
to  427,061  tons  as  compared  with  461,509  tons  for 
the  same  period  last  year.  Total  receipts  of  bi¬ 
tuminous  coal  this  year  amounted  to  1,353,633 
tons  as  compared  with  1,774,252  tons  a  year  ago. 
Total  receipts  of  all  kinds  of  coal  at  Superior 
amounted  to  1,780,694  tons  this  season  as  com¬ 
pared  with  2,235,761  tons  for  the  same  period  last 
year.  This  reveals  a  shortage  in  the  tonnage  the 
present  season  of  nearly  half  a  million  tons,  and 
it  is  not  anticipated  this  large  amount  can  be 
made  up  before  the  close  of  navigation. 

In  a  suit  brought  by  the  Bluefield  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  against  Worrell  Clarkson,  a  coal  shipper  at 
St.  Paul,  Minn.,  the  verdict  was  judgment  to  the 
amount  of  $1,830.72  for  the  defendant.  The  plain¬ 
tiff  corporation  alleged  that  it  furnished  the  de¬ 
fendant  with  a  quantity  of  coal  and  sued  to  re¬ 
cover  a  balance  due  of  $1,256.39.  The  defendant 
alleged  that  the  plaintiff  agreed  to  furnish  10,000 
tons  of  coal  and  failed  to  live  up  to  its  contract 
obligation.  The  Bluefield  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  de¬ 
fended  its  failure  to  do  so  on  the  alleged  ground 
that  it  could  not  secure  sufficient  cars  to  move 
the  coal.  The  court  gave  a  verdict  in  favor  of 
Clarkson,  although  he  was  the  defendant,  which 
is  something  unusual'. 

The  La  Salle  County  Carbon  Coal  Co.,  Old 
Colony  building,  Chicago,  is  preparing  to  develop 
a  new  operation  on  land  which  it  owns  four  and 
a  half  miles  east  of  Granville,  Ill.,  in  the  third- 
vein  district.  This  company  owns  40,000  acres 
of  coal  in  that  part  of  the  state  and  already  oper¬ 
ates  five  mines  in  the  La  Salle  county  field.  The 
new  operation  will  be  developed  with  a  view  to 
producing  a  large  tonnage  and  a  modern  steel 
tipple  will  be  built,  while  the  shaft  will  be  a  large 
one,  permitting  of  the  handling  of  two  pit  cars 
tandem.  The  new  mine  will  be  located  on  the 
Oglesby  &  Granville  railroad  in  course  of  con¬ 
struction.  Sinking  operations  on  the  shaft  will 
be  commenced  within  a  short  time. 

The  many  friends  of  J.  M.  Christy,  of  the 
Christy  Box  Car  Loader  Co.,  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
will  regret  to  learn  of  a  serious  accident  which 
happened  to  him  Monday  of  this  week.  While 
superintending  the  installation  of  a  box  car  loader 
at  a  mine  at  Cuba,  Ill.,  an  ignorant  operator  started 
the  loader,  which  caught  him  and  crushed  his  left 
foot  up  to  the  heel.  Physicians  were  quickly 
summoned  and  the  part  of  the  member  that  was 
crushed  was  quickly  amputated.  Although  in 
considerable  pain,  Mr.  Christy  was  borne  to  his 
home  at  Des  Moines  as  quickly  as  possible,  it 
being  necessary  to  make  two  changes  of  cars  en 
route.  He  arrived  at  Des  Moines  late  Monday 
night  and  was  taken  to  Mercy  hospital.  On 
Tuesday  morning  the  leg  below  the  knee  was 
amputated,  Mr.  Christy  withstanding  this  second 
operation  with  great  fortitude.  Wednesday  it 
was  reported  that  he  was  resting  as  comfortably 
as  possible  and  that  every  indication  pointed  to 
his  recovery.  He  has  been  through  a  trying  time 
of  it,  however,  and  stood  the  ordeals  with  great 
courage.  Mr.  Christy  is  one  of  the  best-known 
coal  men  in  operating  circles  in  the  west.  For 
a  number  of  years  he  operated  mines  in  Iowa 
and  more  recently  has  attended  the  various  state 
and  interstate  conventions  of  operators  and  min¬ 
ers,  where  he  met  many  coal  operators.  He 
will  have  the  sympathy  of  a  large  circle  of  friends 
in  this  time  of  trouble.  The  Black  Diamond 
wishes  to  express  its  sincere  regret  that  he  was 
the  victim  of  this  severe  accident. 


W.  S.  Bogle,  president  of  the  Crescent  Coal  & 
Mining  Co.,  Plymouth  building,  Chicago,  was  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  this  week  on  business. 

F.  M.  Boynton,  president  of  F.  M.  Boynton, 
Inc.,  Buffalo  and  Pittsburg,  was  in  Chicago  the 
latter  part  of  last  week  on  a  business  trip. 

Henry  Holverscheid  of  Henry  Flolverscheid  & 
Co.,  First  National  bank  building,  Chicago,  is  in 
Louisville,  Ky.,  this  week  on  a  business  trip. 

G.  H.  Reeves,  secretary  of  the  Northwestern 
Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  Minneapolis, 
Minn.,  was  in  Chicago  this  week  on  a  business 
trip. 

G.  M.  Woodward,  western  manager  of  the 
Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Marquette  building,  Chicago, 
was  on  a  business  trip  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  the 
middle  of  the  week. 

George  H.  Farrand,  president  of  the  Sedalia 
Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  returned 
the  early  part  of  the  week  from  a  business  trip 
through  the  western  Pennsylvania  coal  fields. 

It  is  reported  from  Pana,  III.,  that  Farson, 
Leach  &  Co.,  of  Chicago,  are  negotiating  for  one 
of  the  mining  properties  of  the  Pana  Coal  Co., 
and  that  it  is  being  bought  for  outside  interests. 

D.  C.  Hitt,  who  has  been  representing  the  W. 

J.  Hamilton  Coal  Co.  for  many  years  as  salesman, 
has  accepted  a  position  as  traveling  salesman  for 
the  Kellys  Creek  Colliery  Co.  of  Charleston,  W. 
Va. 

C.  M.  Morse,  of  the  Western  Elevator  Co., 
Winona,  Minn.,  was  in  Chicago  the  early  part  of 
the  week  on  business.  Mr.  Morse  was  formerly 
president  of  the  Northwestern  Retail  Coal  Deal¬ 
ers’  Association. 

H.  R.  Wallbaum,  with  the  De  Camp  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  has  re¬ 
turned  from  swinging  around  the  circle  in  Ohio, 
West  'Virginia  and  western  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  visited  a  number  of  bituminous  operations. 

Frank  J.  Posta,  of  the  Chicago  &  Wellston  Coal 
Co.,  Twelfth  and  Clark  streets,  Chicago,  has  re¬ 
turned  from  a  trip  to  the  New  River  region  of 
West  Virginia,  where  he  investigated  mining 
conditions  thoroughly,  spending  nearly  two  weeks 
at  the  various  operations. 

.  It  is  expected  that  the  trial  of  E.  O.  Fellows, 
indicted  for  alleged  embezzlement  at  Minneapolis, 
will  be  taken  up  the  present  week.  Mr.  Fellows 
has  been  in  jail  since  his  arrest  the  early  part 
of  the  year.  He  claims  to  have  a  good  defense 
to  the  charges  made  against  him. 

R.  B.  Harder,  president  of  the  R.  B.  Harder 
Coal  Co.,  Plymouth  building,  Chicago,  left  the 
middle  of  the  week  for  Denver,  Colo.,  and  the 
far  west,  where  he  will  remain  for  a  week  or  ten 
days  taking  a  brief  respite  from  his  labors.  The 
trip  will  be  one  purely  of  pleasure  and  recreation. 

George  C.  Hobart,  formerly  in  the  coal  business 
in  Chicago  and  well  known  in  this  city,  but  who 
is  now  located  at  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  was  visit¬ 
ing  a  number  of  his  old  friends  in  Chicago  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  week.  Mr.  Hobart  expects  to  remain 
in  the  city  for  a  short  time,  but  will  return  later 
to  the  Pacific  coast. 

Sidney  P.  Hostler,  president  of  the  Hostler 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Ellsworth  building,  Chicago,  re¬ 
turned  the  early  part  of  the  week  from  a  busi¬ 
ness  and  recreation  trip  through  various  southern 
states,  spending  considerable  time  in  the  Clinch 
valley  region.  Mr.  Hostler  reports  that  he  had 
a  very  pleasant  trip. 

Some  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  coal  traffic  ■' 
through  Peoria,  Ill.,  as  a  gateway  can  be  ob--'" 
tained  from  the  figures  of  coal  movement  at  that 
point.  For  the  year  1905  to  October  first  the  rc-j, 
ceipts  were  973,561  tons  and  the  shipments  were^. 
556,484  tons.  In  1904  the  receipts  for  the  corre-S 
spending  period  were  745,452  tons  and  the  ship- W 
ments  were  523,286  tons.  For  1903  the  receipt' L 
for  the  corresponding  period  were  781,554  tons* 


Walter  B.  Kerr,  treasurer  of  the  O’Gara  Coal 
Co.,  Marquette  building,  Chicago,  has  returned 
from  an  eastern  business  trip,  during  which  he 
remained  several  days  at  his  old  home  in  New 
York  city.  Mr.  Kerr  report^  that  the  eastern 
markets  on  bituminous  coals  are  very  active,  par¬ 
ticularly  on  spot  product,  which  is  short  of  the 
demand. 

It  is  announced  that  George  Merryweather,  the 
veteran  general  western  sales  agent  of  Coxe 
Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  Chicago,  will  turn  over  the 
active  management  of  the  affairs  of  his  office  to 

E.  M.  Platt,  general  western  sales  agent  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  on  December  first,  but 
will  remain  with  the  company  till  January  first 
in  an  advisory  capacity. 

John  T.  Connery,  president  of  the  Miami  Coal 
Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chicago,  returned  the 
early  part  of  the  week  from  a  trip  to  French 
Lick  Springs,  Ind.,  where  he  went  about  ten 
days  ago  for  the  benefit  of  his  health.  The  nu¬ 
merous  friends  of  Mr.  Connery  in  Chicago  will 
be  pleased  to  learn  that  the  trip  did  him  a  world 
of  good  and  that  he  has  fully  recovered  his 
health. 

A  coruscation  of  the  Kokoal  will  be  held  at 
Rockford  III,  on  the  evening  of  December  sec¬ 
ond,  at  which  time  a  number  of  retail  coal  dealers 
in  the  Fox  river  valley  will  be  inducted  into  the 
mysteries  of  the  order.  It  is  anticipated  that  a 
large  number  of  members  from  Chicago  will  be 
present  at  this  meeting,  and  the  Rockford  con¬ 
tingent  is  planning  to  take  care  of  them  in  ex¬ 
cellent  shape. 

Arthur  J.  MacBride,  western  sales  agent  of  the 
New  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Fisher 
building,  Chicago,  has  returned  from  a  trip  to  the 
New  River  region  of  West  Virginia.  He  reports 
that  car  supply  is  unusually  bad  and  whenever 
there  is  a  heavy  snowstorm  the  tonnage  from  that 
field  will  be  considerably  reduced.  Mr.  MacBride 
earned  a  new  title  while,  at  the  mines.  He  is  now 
called  “Mr.  Smokeless.” 

George  N.  Black,  owner  of  the  Barclay  Coal 
Mining  Co.,  and  prominent  as  the  former  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Springfield  park  board,  Springfield, 
Ill.,  met  with  a  serious  accident  recently  from 
which  it  is  not  known  whether  he  will  recover. 
He  fell  while  ascending  a  flight  of  stairs  at  his 
home  and  was  rendered  unconscious,  from  which 
he  did  not  recover  for  several  days.  He  is  at 
an  advanced  age,  which  made  the  accident  more 
critical. 

Capt.  De  Forest  Pomeroy,  well-known  in  the 
Chicago  coal  trade,  who  has  been  ill  with  rheu¬ 
matism  since  the  middle  of  July,  is  on  the  road 
to  recovery.  He  is  now  able  to  leave  his  home 
every  day  for  a  short  walk,  and  is  much  improved 
in  health,  having  been  confined  for  more  than 
two  months.  Captain  Pomeroy  has  been  through 
a  long  siege  and  his  many  friends  in  the  coal 
trade  will  be  glad  to  welcome  him  back  when 
he  is  fully  recovered. 

F.  M.  Bovnton,  president  of  F.  M.  Boynton, 
Inc.,  writes  The  Black  Diamond  as  follows :  “I 
beg  to  advise  you  that  E.  M.  Sands,  formerly 
treasurer  of  this  company,  has  resigned,  and  will 
be  from  this  date  located  at  the  Chicago  office, 
which  is  under  the  name  of  the  Old  Colony  Coal 
Co.,  Inc.,  he  having  purchased  an  interest  in  that 
j  branch.  W.  J.  Earon,  formerly  connected  with 
'  our  Pittsburg  office,  is  now  located  at  Buffalo,  N. 
I<  Y;  in  charge  of  our  Buffalo  and  Canadian  trade.” 

i'i  J.  W.  Dawson,  general  manager  of  the  Kellys 
KCreek  Colliery  Co.,  writes  to  'The  Black  Dia- 
™\iOND  as  follows:  “While  our  company  can  not 
iccept  any  new  orders  for  coal  to  be  shipped  pre- 
ious  to  December  the  fifteenth,we  have  just 
)laced  an  order  for  a  large  number  of  new  coal 
■ars  which  we  expect  to  receive  during  the  month 
if  December.  These  cars  will  more  than  double 
lur  entire  output,  after  which  we  will  be  in  a 
'osition  to  take  cars  of  a  very  much  heavier  ton- 
age  than  at  present.  In  the  meantime  we  would 
e  very  glad  to  load  at  a  very  attractive  figure 
for  any  jobber,  industrial  plant  or  railroad,  who 
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Rational  Bituminous  Operators’  Association  Proposed. 


At  a  meeting  of  bituminous  coal  operators  from 
Kansas,  Arkansas,  Indian  Territory,  Missouri, 
Iowa,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Michigan  and  eastern 
Ohio,  held  at  the  Auditorium  in  Chicago  on 
Wednesday  of  this  week,  steps  were  taken  with 
a  view  to  forming  a  national  body  of  bituminous 
operators  in  states  where  the  joint  agreement 
is  in  effect  with  the  United  Mine  Workers  of 
America.  A  committee  and  sub-committee  are 
at  work  on  the  plan  of  organization,  which  will 
he  submitted  to  the  bituminous  operators  at  a 
later  meeting.  The  latter  probably  will  be  held 
prior  to  the  joint  meeting  with  the  miners  at 
Indianapolis  on  January  twenty-fifth,  although 
the  matter  of  calling  this  meeting  has  not  been 
fully  decided  upon  at  this  time. 

So  far  the  proposed  national  association  is  in 
a  formative  state,  and  although  those  present  at 
the  initial  conference  on  Wednesday  expressed 
themselves  freely  as  to  the  objects  which  it  was 
proposed  to  accomplish,  it  has  not  been  deter¬ 
mined  and  will  not  be  until  the  next  meeting 
just  what  work  will  be  done  by  the  national 
l)ody.  The  main  purpose  is  to  complete  the  ma¬ 
chinery  under  which  joint  contracts  are  made 
with  the  miners  and  place  the  relations  between 
the  operators  and  miners  on  a  more  substantial 
basis,  so  that  equal  justice  will  result  to  both 
sides.  Possibly  it  may  be  determined  to  have  a 
national  executive  committee,  which  can  meet 
jointly  with  the  national  board  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  America,  to  hear  appeal  cases 
and  take  action  where  district  operators  and 
miners  have  failed  to  agree.  In  the  past  the  min¬ 
ers  have  maintained  their  national  organiza¬ 
tion  but  the  operators  have  had  no  such  body 
which  could  meet  them  on  a  basis  of  equality. 
One  of  the  main  purnoses  of  this  national  organi¬ 
zation  probably  will  he  to  supply  this  need. 


Form  a  Temporary  Organization. 


At  the  conference  of  the  operators  on  Wednes¬ 
day  morning,  W.  C.  Perry,  president  of  the 
Southwestern  Coal  Operators’  Association,  was 
elected  temporary  chairman  and  C.  L.  Scroggs 
of  the  Illinois  Bituminous  Coal  Operators’  Asso¬ 
ciation  was  elected  temporary  secretary. 

On  motion  it  was  decided  to  appoint  a  commit¬ 
tee  on  rules  and  order  of  one  representative  from 
each  district  represented  at  the  meeting,  and  a 
similar  committee  on  credentials.  The  various 
districts  named  the  members  of  these  committees 
as  follows : 

COMMITTEE  ON  CREDENTIALS. 


A.  J.  Moorshead _ Illinois  Association. 

W.  E.  Murlin . Southwestern  Association. 

H.  J.  Canfield . Iowa  Association. 

Edward  Johnson. ...  Pittsburg  No.  8  Vein  Ass’n. 

Philip  Penna . Indiana  Association. 

E.  B.  Foss . Michigan  Association. 

COMMITTEE  ON  RULES  AND  ORDER. 

Glenn  W.  Traer . Illinois  Association. 

W.  J.  Gordon . Southwestern  Association. 

E.  C.  Smith . Iowa  Association. 

John  Newell  . Pittsburg  No.  8  Vein  Ass’n. 

J.  Smith  Talley . Indiana  Association. 

R.  N.  Randall . Michigan  Association. 


Following  a  recess,  during  which  the  commit¬ 
tees  formulated  their  reports,  the  convention  was 
resumed. 

The  Delegates  Present. 


The  following  delegates  were  given  seats  by 
the  committee  on  credentials: 


ILLINOIS  COAL  OPERATORS’  ASSOCIATION. 


A.  L.  Sweet, 

S.  M.  Dalzell, 

H.  N.  Taylor, 

L.  E.  Fischer, 

R.  R.  Hammond, 
W.  C.  Hartshorn, 

H.  C.  Adams, 

D.  D.  Shumwav, 
Lee  Kincaid, 

F.  W.  Lukins, 
Walter  Puterbaugh, 

S.  A.  Shafer, 

E.  C.  Donk, 

W.  K.  Kavanaugh, 
A.  J.  Moorshead, 


C.  C.  Davis, 

W.  H.  Greenwood, 

N.  B.  Morrison, 
James  Forrester, 

J.  D.  Peters, 

J.  J.  Parish, 
Richard  Newsam, 
G.  W.  Traer, 
Robert  Lee, 
Randolph  Smith, 
Joseph  Lumaghi, 
B.  F.  Bush, 

O.  L.  Garrison, 

J.  A.  Agee, 

E.  T.  Bent, 


-SOUTHWESTERN  COAL  OPERATORS’  ASSOCIATION. 


S.  J.  Tonkin, 

J.  M.  Fleming, 
Mr.  Burnett, 

E.  S.  Nevins, 
W.  C.  Perry, 

W.  E.  Murlin, 

G.  W.  Kinstead, 
A.  P.  King, 

J.  H.  Bovard, 


J.  C.  Tarsney, 
William  Busby, 

F.  Bache, 

W.  K.  Gordon, 
W.  H.  Shaw, 
James  A.  Bowen, 
James  Hamilton, 
1.  Pickering. 


INDIANA  COAL  OPERATORS’  ASSOCIATION. 


J.  C.  Kolsem, 

J.  Smith  Talley, 
R.  R.  Hammond, 
Carl  Scholz, 

Job  Freeman, 


A.  M.  Ogle, 

George  C.  Richards, 

J.  K.  Siefert, 

W.  J.  Snyder, 

Col.  W.  fl.  Zimmerman. 


IOWA  COAL  operators’  ASSOCIATION. 


C.  H.  Morris, 
John  P.  Reese, 
Alex  Dargavel, 

H.  L.  Waterman, 


B.  C.  Buxton, 
E.  C.  Smith, 

H.  H.  Canfield, 


MICHIGAN  operators’  ASSOCIATION. 

R.  M.  Randall,  E.  B.  Foss. 

PITTSBURGH  NO.  8  VEIN  OF  EASTERN  OHIO. 

F.  E.  Young,  Edward  Johnson, 

John  Newell,  Patrick  McBryde. 

Luke  Hornickel, 

During  the  afternoon  the  operators  met  in 
executive  session  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
the  matter  of  forming  a  national  organization, 
and  nearly  every  one  present  expressed  an  opin¬ 
ion  on  the  subject.  There  seemed  to  be  general 
unanimity  in  favor  of  the  proposition,  although 
some  difference  of  opinion  existed  as  to  the  scope 
of  the  proposed  organization  and  what  might  be 
accomplished  through  it.  At  the  conclusion  of 
the  debate  the  following  resolution  was  unani¬ 
mously  adopted: 

Resolutions  Adopted. 


Resolved:  First — That  we  favor  the  formation 
of  a  National  Association  of  Bituminous  Coal 
Mine  Operators. 

Second — That  the  chairman  or  president  of  the 
several  bituminous  coal  operators’  associations, 
together  with  the  commissioners  and  secretaries, 
constitute  a  committee  to  consider  the  matter  and 
draft  constitution,  by-laws,  etc.,  the  same  to  be 
reported  to  a  meeting  of  the  coal  operators  in¬ 
terested,  to  be  called  at  the  discretion  of  said 
committee. 

The  committee  appointed  pursuant  to  the  fore¬ 
going  resolution  was  as  follows: 

Illinois. — O.  L.  Garrison,  president;  Herman 
Justi,  commissioner;  C.  L.  Scroggs,  secretary  of 
Commission- 


South  Western  Coal  Operators’  Ass’n. — W.  C. 
Perry,  president ;  Bennett  Brown,  commissioner. 

Indiana. — J.  C.  Kolsem,  president  Bituminous 
.'\ss’n ;  P.  H.  Penna,  commissioner ;  W.  J.  Sny¬ 
der,  vice-president  Block  Association;  W.  H. 
Zimmerman,  commissioner. 

Eastern  Ohio. — T.  E.  Young,  president;  P.  H. 
.McBryde,  secretary. 

Michigan. — R.  M.  Randall,  president;  T.  W. 
Davis,  commissioner. 

Iowa. — C.  H.  Morris,  president;  John  P.  Reese, 
commissioner. 

The  special  committee  met  immediately  after 
the  adjournment  of  the  convention  and  selected 
the  following  sub-committee:  Bennett  Brown, 
Herman  Justi,  John  P.  Reese,  P.  H.  Penna,  P. 
McBryde  and  T.  W.  I>avis,  commissioners  of  the 
various  associations.  This  committee  will  hold 
further  meetings  and  decide  upon  the  time  and 
place  for  the  next  meeting  when  it  has  a  report 
ready  to  submit. 


Oppose  Pjate  Bill. 

Coal  operators  representing  fifty-three  compa¬ 
nies  throughout  Kentucky  and  a  portion  of  Tenn¬ 
essee  held  a  meeting  recently  at  the  Old  Inn, 
Louisville,  Ky.,  to  discuss  the  Esch-Townsend 
bill.  The  following  resolutions  were  adopted 
and  a  committee  appointed  to  present  them  to 
congress : 

We  respectfully  petition  the  United  States  sen¬ 
ate  and  house  of  representatives  that  we  be  given 
an  opportunity  to  be  heard  on  the  pending  federal 
railroad  rate  legislation  before  the  same  is  en¬ 
acted  into  a  law. 

“It  is  our  •  belief  that  the  demand  for  rate 
legislation  is  the  outgrowth  of  the  failure  of 
some  of  the  common  carriers  to  impartially  ap¬ 
ply  the  published  tariff  to  all  shippers  by  the 
granting  of  rebates,  or  concessions  from  tariff 
rates,  either  directly  or  indirectly. 

“The  President  of  the  United  States  is  right 
in  demanding  the  stoppage  of  all  rebates,  and 
we  believe  that  the  Elkins  law  effectively  remedie,s 
the  rebate  question  when  properly  enforced;  and 
we  urge,  in  order  to  enforce  same,  that  such 
additional  steps  be  taken  which  are  necessary  to 
provide  the  proper  machinery  for  the  persistent 
and  effective  stoppage  of  rebates  of  whatever 
character  arising  from  the  failure  to  obser^'e 
impartially  the  published  rates  of  railroads. 

“Any  legislation  that  will  radically  disturb 
the  prevailing  conditions  as  to  the  making  and 
changing  of  tariff  rates  will  inure  to  our  injury 
by  destroying  the  elasticity  of  present  rate-mak¬ 
ing  methods ;  and  so  far  as  coal  rates  are  inter¬ 
fered  with  at  all  by  establishing  rates  depending 
principally  on  mileage  success  will  depend  on 
geographical  relation  to  the  points  of  consump¬ 
tion,  and  local  monopolies  will  be  created  by  law, 
which  the  present  elastic  rate  making  methods 
make  impossible. 

“While  we  recognize  that  there  are  evils  to 
remedy,  we  do  not  believe  that  the  Esch-Town- 
send  bill,  or  any  similar  legislation  giving  any 
commission  the  power  to  make  rates,  will  fur¬ 
nish  any  relief,  therefore  we  oppose  the  passage 
of  same. 

“The  coal  industry  furnishes  the  largest  ton¬ 
nage  of  any  one  commodity,  and  any  legislation 
effecting  its  equilibrium  in  any  radical  respect 
is  liable  to  cause  irreparable  injury,  not  only  to 
the  coal  trade,  but  to  all  depending  employes 
and  industries. 

“Therefore  we  pray  for  a  hearing. 

“W.  R.  Cole,  Chairman. 
“John  B.  Atkinson, 

“J.  M.  Dibrell, 

“M.  S.  Barker, 

“Hywel  Davies.’' 

V 

The  shortage  of  coke  which  was  threatening 
at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  on  account  of  the  recent 
fire  at  the  coking  plant  of  the  Utah  Fuel  Co., 
is  now  at  an  end,  enough  repairs  having  been 
made  to  enable  the  plant  to  resume  operations. 
It  is  now  producing  250  tons  of  coke  per  day 
and  it  is  expected  that  within  the  ne.xt  week  or 
two  this  amount  will  be  doubled. 
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A  Prominent  River  Coal  Man 


Edward  Schonebaum,  manager  and  treasurer  of 
the  Otto  Marmet  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  and  man¬ 
ager  and  treasurer  of  the  Marmet-Halm  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  of  Cincinnati,  is  one  of  the  most  promi¬ 
nent  coal  men  of  the  Queen  City.  After  leaving 
school,  while  still  quite  young,  Edward  Schone¬ 
baum  became  connected  with  the  Marmet  family, 
and  has  ever  since  been  in  their  employ,  a  period 
of  more  than  thirty  years.  During  that  time,  by 
dint  of  energy  and  hard  work,  he  rose  from  the 
most  unimportant  position  to  that  of  general 
manager  and  treasurer  of  one  of  the  greatest  coal 
producing  companies  in  the  Cincinnati  and  Kan¬ 
awha  districts.  Mr.  Schonebaum  was  not  born 
with  a  silver  spoon  in  his  mouth,  but'  has  had  to 
work  hard  for  every  advantage  he  now  enjoys. 
He  is  yet  a  young  man,  however,  and  probably 
has  many  years  before  him  in  the  coal  business. 
He  has  a  very  wide  experience  in  the  coal  trade. 


covering  almost  every  position  in  the  retail, 
wholesale,  mining  and  shipping  departments  of 
the  business. 

Is  a  Practical  Operator. 

He  has  had  charge  of  the  Raymond  City  mines 
for  over  fifteen  years,  and  during  that  time  has 
increased  the  output  of  that  operation  until  it 
probably  is  the  greatest  producing  mine  on  the 
Kanawha  river.  There  is  scarcely  a  day  in  the 
month  that  Raymond  does  not  load  over  1,500 
tons  of  coal.  Having  water  transportation  the 
mine  is  not  dependent  upon  railroad  cars,  al¬ 
though  the  Raymond  railroad  tipple,  on  the  line 
of  the  Kanawha  &  Michigan  railway,  is  a  steel 
structure  which  has  no  equal  in  the  district.  Mr. 
Schonebaum  takes  great  pride  in  the  Raymond 
mine,  and  it  undoubtedly  is  one  of  the  best 
equipped  properties  in  the  United  States.  Only 
a  few  weeks  ago  he  had  the  pleasure  of  enter¬ 
taining  at  Raymond  City  a  party  of  Pittsburg 
coal  mine  experts,  and  they  expressed  themselves 
as  believing  that  this  mine  is  the  most  perfect 
physically  of  any  they  have  ever  seen. 

Besides  having  personal  supervision  of  every¬ 
thing  pertaining  to  the  production  of  Raymond 
coal  at  Raymond  City,  Mr.  Schonebaum  has  the 
direct  management  of  the  Otto  Marmet  Coal  & 
Mining  Co.’s  two  steamboats,  the  Otto  Marmet 
and  Raymond  and  a  fleet  of  one  hundred  coal 


barges  and  such  other  equipment  as  usually  goes 
with  such  a  property. 

The  selling  branch  of  the  company  is  the  Mar¬ 
met-Halm  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  which  has  a  large 
plant  at  North  Bend,  Ohio,  a  few  miles  below 
Cincinnati.  Here  much  of  the  product  of  the 
mines  is  unloaded  from  barges  and  loaded  on 
cars  for  shipment  west  and  north.  The  com¬ 
pany  has  a  modern  coal  elevator,  a  steam  coal 
shovel  and  other  equipment  at  llie  river,  and  sixty 
coke  ovens  for  the  manufacture  of  coke.  From 
this  plant  upward  of  G,000  cars  of  coke  are 
shipped  annually,  and  beside  the  product  of  the 
company’s  own  mines,  it  frequently  buys  as  much 
as  100,000  tons  of  Pittsburg  coal  a  year.  This 
company  also  sells  the  output  of  the  Coalburg 
Collieries  Co.  on  the  Kanawha  river.  The  mining 
plant  at  Raymond  City  owns  the  title  to  over 
13,000  acres  of  coal.  Both  the  Otto  Marmet  Coal 


Se  Mining  Co.  and  the  Marmet-Halm  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.  are  owned  practically  by  Mrs.  Marmet,  widow 
of  the  late  Otto  Marmet.  Mr.  Schonebaum  spends 
about  half  his  time  at  the  mines  and  the  other 
half  in  Cincinnati,  and  is  one  of  the  busiest  men 
in  the  trade.  He  is  particularly  well  known  in 
the  river  business,  and  is  very  popular  wherever 
known. 


W.  Va.  Railroad  Map. 

I.  C.  White,  state  geologist  at  Brammell,  W. 
Va.,  has  just  issued  a  new  railroad  and  county 
products  map,  under  date  of  October  first,  1905, 
showing  all  the  railroads  of  the  state  and  their 
routes  to  the  seaboard  and  lakes,  either  completed 
or  under  definite  construction  up  to  October  first 
of  this  year.  The  main  trunk  lines  and  their 
branches  are  printed  in  separate  colors  so  as  to 
indicate  at  a  gftince  the  shortest  and  best  routes 
for  shipments,  etc. 

Also  the  chief  products  of  every  county  in 
the  state  are  shown  by  the  counties  on  the  mar¬ 
gin  of  the  map.  The  coal,  oil  and  gas  areas  of 
the  state  are  not  indicated  on  this  map,  as  the 
attempt  to  do  so  would  have  obscured  the  rail¬ 
road  colors  and  led  to  confusion.  The  price  of 
the  map,  either  folded  or  rolled,  best  for  office 
use,  postage  paid  by  the  West  Virginia  Geological 
Survey,  is  fifty  cents  when  ordered  separately. 


Soo  Coal  Movement. 

Movement  of  coal  through  the  Soo  Ste.  Marie 
canal  to  November  first  of  this  year  was  961,421 
tons  greater  than  in  1904  for  the  same  period 
and  632,353  tons  less  than  the  corresponding  pe¬ 
riod  in  1903.  The  talfle  of  statistics  for  the  three 
year  period  is  as  follows : 

Nov.  1.  Nov.  J.  Nov.  1. 


Description  1905.  1904.  1903. 

Anthracite  .  749,322  818,998  1,034,211 

Bituminous  . 4,849,791  3,818,694  5,197,255 


Totals  . 5,599,113  4,637,092  6,231,466 


Comparisons  show  that  the  tonnage  of  anthra¬ 
cite  moving  to  upper  lake  ports  this  year  was 
69,676  tons  less  than  in  1904  and  284,889  tons 
less  than  in  1903.  Bituminous  shipments  this  year 
are  1,031,097  tons  greater  than  in  1904  and  347,464 
tons  less  than  in  1903.  Stocks  of  bituminous  coal 
at  dock  distributing  points,  therefore,  are  about 
the  average  as  compared  with  the  two  preceding 
years,  and  with  normal  conditions  there  should 
be  enough  coal  to  supply  the  demand.  Anthra¬ 
cite  supplies  may  run  short  unless  there  are 
heavier  shipments  this  month  and  during  early 
December. 


Production  in  Tennessee. 

Mine  Inspector  R.  A.  Shifflett,  of  Tennessee, 
has  completed  statistics  showing  the  production 
of  coal  in  that  state  in  1904,  as  follows : 


District.  Tons.  Value. 

First  . 1,211,153  $1,476,168 

Second  . 1,222,013  1,372,435 

Third  . 2,414,076  2,768,492 


Total  . 4,847,242  $5,617,095 


This  shows  an  average  value  of  $1.16  per  ton. 
The  net  increase  in  the  volume  of  the  product, 
as  compared  with  1903,  was  36,484  tons;  net  de¬ 
crease  in  value  as  compared  with  1903,  $556,- 
629;  average  number  of  days  active,  209. 


Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

Reported  by  W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  ship  and 
steamship  brokers.  Produce  Exchange,  New  York. 

Since  our  last  report,  grain  freights  from  ports 
north  of  Hatteras  have  advanced  to  a  new  high 
level  and  steamers  are  being  chartered  for  this 
business  as  far  ahead  as  February  at  the  ad¬ 
vanced  rate.  Shippers  are  in  the  market  for  boats 
until  May-June,  but  are  not  willing  to  give  the 
advanced  rate  as  yet  for  tonnage  after  February. 
The  grain  business  is  absorbing  the  majority 
of  steamers  that  are  offered,  and  but  few  boats 
are  now  available  for  coal.  Not  many  coal 
charters  were  completed  during  the  past  week, 
and  although  a  steamer  of  6,000  tons  capacity 
was  offering  at  a  favorable  figure  on  coal  to  Mex¬ 
ico  (owing  to  owners  being  obliged  to  send  her 
in  that  direction),  she  was  placed  with  difficulty, 
as  she  conflicted  with  other  tonnage  already  se¬ 
cured. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  strength  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  freight  market  in  all  directions,  we  are  in 
position  to  arrange  contracts  for  periods  of  time 
for  the  transportation  of  coal  to.  Cuban,  Mexican 
and  West  Indian  ports  at  rates  considerably  un¬ 
der  today’s  quotations.  For  single  boats,  how¬ 
ever,  full  rates  must  in  most  cases  be  paid. 

The  complete  absence  of  homeward  business 
from  Brazil  and  the  River  Plate  has  caused  a 
still  further  advance  in  freights  outward,  and 
the  decreased  demand  for  tonnage  in  the  far  east 
has  had  the  effect  of  strengthening  outward  rates. 
The  Mediterranean  situation  is  unchanged. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows:  $1.50@1.60  to  Havana  or  Matanzas; 
$2.00@2.25  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua;  $1.80@1.90 
to  Cienfuegos;  $1.90@  2.00  to  Daiquiri;  $2.00 
to  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $1.75@1.85  and  port 
charges  to  Curacoa;  $2.00@2.10  to  St.  Thomas; 
$2.10@2.15  to  St.  Lucia;  $2.10@2.20  to  Barba¬ 
dos;  $1.60  to  Kingston;  $1.90  to  Vera  Cruz; 
$1.90  to  Tampico;  17s  6d@18s  to  Buenos  Ayres; 
18s  6d@19s  to  Rosario;  17s  6d'^18s  to  Rio;  18s 
6d@19s  to  Santos;  13s  to  a  direct  port  in  the 
Mediterranean,  not  east  of  the  west  coast  of  Italy, 
Spain  excluded ;  $5.25@5.50  and  discharged  to 
Manila;  $5.50@5.75  to  Japanese  ports. 
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Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  23. 

Seasonable  weather  continues  to  have  its  effect 
on  the  anthracite  trade,  creating  an  active  demand 
and  holding  the  market  strong.  The  conditions 
existing  at  this  time  are  not  based  on  production 
or  demand,  hut  are  entirely  dependent  on  trans¬ 
portation  and  equipment.  While  the  requirements 
of  the  trade  for  some  weeks  have  been  in  excess 
of  the  supply,  the  quantity  of  coal  necessary  for 
this  business  could  have  been  produced  were  it 
not  for  lack  of  equipment  and  motive  power, 
which  is  hampering  practically  all  the  transporta¬ 
tion  lines  at  this  season.  The  railroad  situation 
is  really  not  an  unusual  one,  as  with  the  increased 
tonnage  moving  in  all  lines  of  trade  as  colder 
weather  approaches,  more  cars  are  called  for  than 
in  normal  times,  and  the  hauls  cover  greater  dis¬ 
tances  and  are  often  held  on  foreign  roads  for 
longer  periods  than  is  necessary,  causing  a  short¬ 
age  of  equipment  and  placing  a  strain  on  the 
motive  power  to  an  unusual  extent,  impairing  its 
efficiency. 

That  there  will  be  an  improvement  as  the  heavy 
seasonable  business  is  gotten  out  of  the  way,  and 
coal  movement  is  given  more  attention,  there  is 
no  doubt.  This  improvement  will  be  materially 
aided  with  the  closing  of  lake  navigation,  increas¬ 
ing  the  car  supply  and  motive  power  for  use  in 
the  local  and  eastern  territory.  A  reduced  move¬ 
ment  of  coal  generally  has  a  tendency  to  stimu¬ 
late  the  market  where  deliveries  are  delayed,  often 
inducing  additional  orders  and  greater  urgency 
for  the  tonnage.  It  is  thought  that  the  present 
movement  of  coal  from  the  collieries  is  sufficiejit 
to  supply  about  two-thirds  of  the  orders.  The 
supply  should  now  improve  almost  any  time  and 
a  few  weeks  more  will  probably  see  a  normal  ton¬ 
nage  going  forward  to  all  points.  A  feature  in 
the  mining  region  apparent,  as  the  time  for  the 
Shamokin  convention  draws  near,  is  the  attitude 
of  the  men,  who  are  showing  a  more  conciliatory 
spirit.  The  feeling  of  unrest  that  pervaded  the 
region  when  President  Mitchell  made  his  tour  has 
now  practically  subsided,  this  change  having  been 
brought  about  largely  by  a  majority  of  miners 
and  the  labor  leaders  who  are  strongly  opposed 
to  a  strike  and  are  using  every  effort  to  create 
a  spirit  of  harmony. 

Sentiment  Changes  Among  Miners. 

Locals  are  preparing  to  send  delegates  to  the 
convention  without  instructions,  but  with  the  un¬ 


derstanding  that  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the 
wage  scale  is  desired,  even  to  the  extent  of  omit¬ 
ting  the  matter  of  recognition  of  the  union.  It  is 
now  believed  that  this  feeling  is  becoming  more 
general  tbroughout  all  the  region  as  indicated  by 
the  few  disputes  which  have  occurred  recently. 
'1  rade  eastward  is  quite  strong  and  enough  orders 
are  placed  with  shippers  daily  to  absorb  all  the 
coal  arriving  at  shipping  ports,  while  it  is  known 
that  stocks  at  the  local  discharging  ports  in  that 
territory  are  considerably  reduced  from  the  ton¬ 
nage  on  hand  in  the  early  fall  months.  In  some 
cases  they  are  being  replenished  as  coal  can  be 
spared'.  The  all-rail  business  continue^  heavy 
and  is  taking  more  than  its  proportion  of  coal. 

All-rail  shipments  to  points  on  main  line  roads 
are  receiving  attention,  though  there  are  consid¬ 
erable  delays  on  orders  from  such  territory  where 
cars  must  go  to  foreign  lines.  The  foreign  roads 
are  short  of  empties  to  go  to  the  mines  for  load¬ 
ing,  while  the  carrying  companies  can  not  afford 
to  load  their  own  cars,  as  it  would  put  them  out 
of  service  too  long  before  they  returned  and  in¬ 
terfere  with  other  shipments.  The  local  trade 
is  very  good,  especially  on  the  finer  sizes,  in  many 
cases  prices  being  bid  up  10@15  cents  per  ton 
for  such  tonnage  as  is  available  in  the  harbor. 

Seaboard  Bituminous  Trade  Easier. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  bituminous  coal  trade 
shows  that  the  producing  interests  are  in  slightly 
better  control  of  the  situation  than  has  been  the 
case  for  a  week  or  two  past.  The  feature  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  the  question  of  car  supply  and  motive 
power  on  some  lines.  Regular  contract  demand  is 
absorbing  all  the  coal  that  can  be  supplied,  and 
no  surplus  is  on  hand  at  any  point,  with  any  of 
the  larger  producing  companies,  except  possibly 
for  an  occasional  cargo.  The  situation,  as  it  ap¬ 
pears  at  present,  is  apparently  one  entirely  resting 
with  the  railroads,  the  shortage  of  car  supply  and 
motive  power  to  some  extent  having  improved. 

There  seems  to  be  a  more  general  desire  this 
year  to  stock  as  early  as  possible,  an  increased 
supply  of  coal  for  winter  use,  due  probably  to  the 
strike  talk  which  is  influencing  consumers  to  en¬ 
deavor  to  secure  a  supply  up  to  their  storage 
capacity  to  offset  any  shortage  later  on.  It  is  also 
believed  that  many  consumers  having  a  full  stock 
of  coal  at  present  will  be  inclined  to  keep  their 
present  supply  up  to  the  limit  of  their  storage 
capacity  by  taking  additional  shipments  as  they 
can  be  secured. 


There  is  some  inquiry  for  export  coal,  and  more 
shipments  have  been  made  of  this  tonnage  the 
past  week  or  two,  at  somewhat  better  prices  than 
can  be  obtained  in  the  domestic  trade.  More  ves¬ 
sels  are  available  for  this  class  of  business,  offer¬ 
ing  low  freights  to  West  Indies,  South  American 
ports  and  gulf  ports,  which  resulted  in  a  num¬ 
ber  of  charters  being  made  to  take  advantage  of 
them.  Additional  business  may  continue  to  go 
forward. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  shows  a  continued  strong 
demand,  which  appears  to  have  become  regular 
in  its  requirements,  new  orders  being  sent  in  as 
shipments  on  old  business  are  completed.  In  some 
cases  producers  are  in  better  shape  and  holding 
their  own  instead  of  falling  behind  on  deliveries, 
as  of  late.  Some  of  the  loading  ports  are  so  full 
of  vessels,  w’aiting  their  turn  or  for  the  arrival 
of  coal,  which  greatly  delays  them  in  getting  their 
cargoes,  which  makes  the  movement  more  back¬ 
ward. 

Along  the  sound  ports,  trade  is  said  to  be  in 
better  volume  than  was  generally  supposed.  The 
demand  from  this  territory  continues  without  in¬ 
terruption,  however,  and  the  movement  of  coal  is 
on  a  considerable  scale.  At  New  York  harbor 
'  there  is  a  good  demand  for  coal,  and  the  trade 
is  easily  taking  all  that  can  reach  the  shipping 
ports,  while  prices  on  current  business  are  a  little 
stronger  than  last  week.  About  $2.80@2.90  f.  o.  b. 
the  shipping  ports  on  the  ordinary  steam  grades  is 
obtainable. 

The  all-rail  trade  is  active,  and  is  striving  to 
place  additional  orders  for  immediate  shipment, 
while  the  producing  interests  are  considering  the 
question  of  continuing  the  shipments  up  to  the 
present  volume.  Prices  are  firm  and  $1.50  at  the 
mines  is  about  the  figure  named  on  all  this  busi¬ 
ness. 

The  car  supply  is  variable,  according  to  indi¬ 
vidual  requests  and  local  condition  prevailing. 
The  situation  is  no  worse  than  it  was,  though  no 
one  is  sure  of  the  supply  that  will  be  furnished 
from  day  to  day,  making  it  hard  to  calculate 
closely.  Transportation  is  fairly  good.  In  the 
coastwise  vessel  market,  vessels  are  quite  plenti¬ 
ful,  especially  of  the  larger  class.  Philadelphia 
quotations  for  current  charters  are  as  follows: 
Boston,  Salem,  Portland,  80c ;  sound  ports,  70@ 
75c;  Lynn  and  Newburyport.  $1.00;  Gardiner  and 
Bangor,  $1.10  and  upward;  Portsmouth,  85c; 
New  York  to  around  the  cape,  60@65  cents. 


Market  Mfews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  23. — {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Anthracite  dealers  are  having  more  seri¬ 
ous  trouble  in  supplying  their  patrons  with  the 
smaller  sizes,  especially  nut,  for  which  there  is  an 
unusually  large  and  urgent  demand.  The  supply 
is  limited  and  all  indications  point  to  a  continued 
inability  on  the  part  of  the  shippers  to  procure, 
first,  the  coal,  and  finally  the  means  of  transporta¬ 
tion.  These  shippers  have  no  control  over  the  car 
situation,  which  continues  bad.  It  may  be  stated 
positively,  according  to  assertions  made  by  Buf¬ 
falo  coal  men,  that  the  car  shortage  is  growing 
worse  and  with  the  decreasing  supply  of  equip¬ 
ment  the  prices  of  bituminous  are  continually  and 
steadily  advancing.  It  is  fortunate  for  consum¬ 
ers  of  anthracite  that  prices  can  not  be  affected 
by  the  failure  to  obtain  rolling  stock,  the  maxi¬ 
mum  of  price  on  anthracite  having  been  reached 
several  weeks  ago. 

Lake  Vessel  Rates  Firm. 

Lake  rates  continue  firm  at  50  cents  to  Duluth 
and  other  Lake  Superior  ports;  60  cents  to  Chi¬ 
cago  and  Milwaukee.  The  rail  rate  is  stationary 
at  $1.75  gross.  While  there  has  been  some  ad¬ 
vance  in  lake  carrying  rates  from  the  season’s 
regular  charge,  shippers  have  not  yet  begun  bid¬ 
ding  for  tonnage,  vessels  for  cargoes  being  fairly 
plentiful  up  to  this  time  to  handle  the  somewhat 
limited  stock  available.  As  the  end  of  the  ship¬ 
ping  season  approaches,  however,  the  vesselmen 


will  become  more  obdurate,  and  as  there  is  a 
rush  of  forwarding  in  the  closing  weeks,  rates 
will  undoubtedly  go  to  an  auction  scale  within 
a  few  days.  Some  of  the  bituminous  shippers 
have  bid  on  tonnage,  but  their  action  has  had  no 
appreciable  influence  on  the  rate. 

Bituminous  Prices  Are  Strong. 

Bituminous  shippers  complain  of  an  embargo 
at  Port  Stanley  and  at  Conneaut,  which  has  an 
effect  on  the  local  trade  in  preventing  the  for- 
vvarding  of  cars,  but  it  is  predicted  that  the  situa¬ 
tion  will  become  clarified  within  a  few  days.  It 
has  been  so  bad  this  week,  however,  that  there 
has  been  a  decidedly  nervous  tone  to  the  trade. 
It  affects  the  condition  at  the  mines  directly  and 
in  Buffalo  indirectly;  indirectly  here  because  boats 
are  delayed  at  the  elevators  because  of  a  conges¬ 
tion  of  grain,  and  it  therefore  becomes  difficult 
to  get  the  little  coal  that  comes  forward  trans¬ 
ported  to  ports  up  the  lake.  • 

Prices  quoted  here  today  on  bituminous  on  a 
basis  of  shipment  to  the  International  bridge  are 
as  follows :  Pittsburg  one  and  a  quarter  inch 
lump,  $2.90 ;  three-quarter  inch  lump,  $2.80 ;  mine- 
run,  $2.70 ;  slack,  $2.30.  Fairmount  and  Allegheny 
river  coal :  One  and  a  quarter  inch  lump,  $2.60 ; 
three-quarter  inch  lump,  $2.50;  mine-run,  $2.40; 
slack,  $2.05. 

These  prices  are  five  cents  less  at  Buffalo.  The 
above  quotations  show  a  uniform  advance  of  ten 


cents  a  ton  on  all  Pittsburg  coal,  with  river  coal 
remaining  stationary,  but  with  an  upward  ten¬ 
dency.  In  fact,  there  are  strong  indications  of  a 
decided  advance  during  the  coming  week. 

Mr.  Page,  representing  the  Witch  Hazel  coal 
interests  of  Youngstown,  Ohio,  was  a  visitor  in 
the  city  this  week. 

The  jobbing  interests  are  most  seriously  af¬ 
fected  by  the  car  shortage.  Many  small  dealers, 
who,  in  ordinary  seasons  have  constant  business, 
have  been  practically  sidetracked  by  the  inability 
to  get  coal  ordered  and  there  is  good  reason  to 
predict  that  if  the  present  tie-up  continues  much 
longer,  several  of  these  middlemen  will  be  forced 
to  shut  up  shop. 

The  Eastern  and  Central  New  York  Retail  Coal 
Merchants’  Association  has  been  incorporated. 
The  principal  office  is  to  be  in  Albany  and  the 
directors  are:  John  H.  Lynch  and  Charles  M. 
Stuart,  Albany;  James  W.  Hunting,  Glens  Falls; 
Edward  B.  Ashton,  Saratoga;  Antonie  Dussault, 
Cohoes ;  Howard  G.  Denney,  Gloversville ;  Albert 
L.  Brooker,  Troy;  Andrew  D.  Morgan,  Ilion; 
Nicholas  I.  Schermerhorn,  Schenectady. 

This  organization  is  one  result  of  the  national 
convention  of  coal  men  recently  held  in  Buffalo. 

Lake  Shipments  Show  Increase. 

Lake  shipments  show  something  of  an  increase 
for  the  past  week,  as  is  to  be  expected  at  this 
season.  Total  forwarding  as  reported  at  the  cus- 
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tom  house  amounted  to  100,493  tons,  comprised  in 
thirty-five  cargoes,  distributed  as  follows : 


Chicago  . 38,550 

Gladstone  .  800 

Duluth  . 28,640 

Manitowoc  .  3,000 

Green  Bay  .  3,300 

Waukegan  .  3,700 

Milwaukee  .  5,300 

Sault  Ste.  Marie..., .  2,403 

Su'perior  . 15,800 


Charles  L.  Conch,  of  the  F.  P.  Weaver  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  accompanied  by  Charles  W.  Mass,  of 
the  same  concern,  departed  today  for  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  bituminous  fields,  on  a  tour  of  observa¬ 
tion. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Nov.  24. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  anthracite  trade  improves  as 
more  seasonable  weather  develops.  Orders  for 
coal  are  heavier  than  last  year  at  this  season 
and  indications  are  that  trade  will  be  brisk 
throughout  the  season.  Business  continues  to 
accumulate  with  producing  interests  to  such  an 
extent  that  no  definite  promises  can  be  made 
as  to  the  time  when  deliveries  will  be  made. 
This  condition  is  caused  by  a  continued  short¬ 
age  of  cars  and  lack  of  motive  power,  both  of 
which  are  inadequate  to  move  the  coal  that  could 
be  produced  or  that  is  required  by  the  trade. 
Transportation  will  shortly  improve,  it  is  thought, 
as  certain  lines  of  traffic  are  cleaned  up,  reduc¬ 
ing  the  volume  of  urgent  business  on  the  main 
line  roads.  The  demand  for  special  grades  of 
coal  is  of  such  proportions  that  it  is  impossible 
to  fill  all  the  orders  received.  The  popularity 
of  red  ash  varieties  makes  these  coals  in  urgent 
demand  in  preference  to  all  other  grades  and 
causes  snippers  much  worry  in  satistying  the 
clamor  of  consumers.  The  city  and  adjoining 
trade  is  very  active  and  requires  daily  shipment 
of  coal  which  at  times  is  short  of  the  tonnage 
needed  for  current  consumption.  The  steam  sizes 
are  particularly  strong,  showing  an  increased 
consumption  to  such  an  extent  that  it  is  difficult 
to  provide  tonnage  up  to  the  quantity  desired. 
There  is  a  better  movement  of  coal  eastward, 
via  the  Delaware  capes,  which  is  keeping  com¬ 
pany  barges  busy.  This  demand  is  likely  to  con¬ 
tinue  on  a  larger  scale  as  stocks  in  consumers’ 
bins  are  being  reduced. 

Bituminous  Activity  Continues. 

The  activity  in  the  bituminous  market  shows 
no  signs  of  diminishing  and  most  shippers  report 
more  orders  than  they  can  conveniently  supply. 
In  some  directions,  where  they  are  favored  with 
good  transportation,  producers  claim  that  they 
are  well  caught  up  on  line  business.  Nearly 
everybody  has  some  orders  for  all-rail  delivery 
which  are  being  delayed  by  reason  of  the  short 
car  supply,  and  the  disinclination  of  the  railroads 
to  permit  their  equipment  to  go  forward  to  cer¬ 
tain  territory.  The  production  of  coal  has  been 
gradually  increased,  with  the  larger  companies,  at 
least,  resulting  in  a  larger  tonnage  being  moved 
forward  to  take  care  of  additional  requirements. 
While  shipments  have  been  very  heavy  to  all 
the  shipping  ports,  there  is  very  little  spot  coal 
available  at  those  points,  the  vessels  being  in 
good  supply,  they  are  crowding  each  other  to 
take  on  cargo.  Where  coal  is  delayed  in  arriv¬ 
ing,  the  detention  of  vessels  in  loading  extends 
over  the  usual  limitations,  causing  demurrage 
charges  to  accrue.  Prices  are  accordingly  af¬ 
fected,  though  the  range  of  values  is  compara¬ 
tively  narrower  than  in  the  all-rail  trade.  At 
Philadelphia  shipping  ports,  f.  o.  b.  vessel,  ordi¬ 
nary  grades  of  steam  coal  are  quoted  at  $2.40@ 
2.60;  New  York,  •  $2.75@2.90,  while  the  price  at 
the  mines,  f.  o.  b.  cars,  is  $1.50  per  ton.  The 
coastwise  vessel  markat  is  firm  and  vessels  of 
the  larger  class  are  plentiful.  Current  rates  of 
freight  are  quoted  at  80c  to  Boston,  Salem  and 
Portland;  70@75c  to  the  sound  ports;  85c  to 
Portsmouth;  $1.00  to  Lynn  and  Newburyport; 
$1.10  to  Gardiner  and  Bangor. 

Mexican  Coal  Imports. 

One  of  the  most  important  question  in  Mexico 
at  the  present  time  is  that  of  fuel  for  the  man¬ 
ufactories  and  other  growing  industries,  which 
require  enormous  quantities  of  coal  and  coke, 
now  being  imported  at  considerable  cost.  A 


great  many  coal  fields  have  been  opened  in 
Mexico,  but  as  yet  very  few  are  being  operated, 
owing  to  the  lack  of  transportation  facilities. 

The  Mexican  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  New  York, 
owns  and  works  deposits  in  the  state  of  Coahuila, 
which  in  1904  produced  42,000  tons  of  coal  and 
6,000  tons  of  coke.  This  is  considered  one  of  the 
largest  operations  in  Mexico,  however,  and  is 
located  on  the  International  railway. 

Following  is  given  a  table  showing  the  amount 
of  coal  and  coke,  and  the  gold  value  of  same, 
imported  into  Mexico  since  1900: 


Year. 

1900- 01  . 

1901- 02  . 

1902- 03  . 

1903- 04  . 

July-Dec. 

1904  .... 

COAL. 

TJons. 

.  585,546 
.  832,221 
.  975,885 
.1,161,598 
.  429,213 

Invoice  values. 
$1,419,965 
2,123,869 
2,752,999 
2,806,875 
1,022,963 

1900- 01  . 

1901- 02  . 

1902- 03  . 

1903- 04  . 

July-Dec. 

COKE. 

.  238,313 
.  286,199 
.  347,528 

1,026,728 

2,088,670 

1,971,469 

1,288,620 

493,700 

1904  .... 

.  135,267 

The  Mew  England  Trade. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Nov.  24. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  anthracite  trade  is  responding 
to  the  stimulus  of  colder  weather  with  the  de¬ 
mand  steadily  increasing.  The  fact  that  winter 
prices  at  retail  were  made  effective  from  the 
eighteenth  of  the  month  has  interested  many  buy¬ 
ers  who  had  given  no  attention  to  securing 
a  winter  supply.  Consumers  frequently  become 
indifferent  to  their  future  needs  when  prices  re¬ 
main  at  a  fixed  basis  for  several  months,  as  was 
the  case  this  year,  and  it  requires  an  event  of 
this  kind  to  arouse  them  to  a  realization  of  their 
position  as  to  being  protected  with  a  supply  for 
future  use.  The  advance  was  fifty  cents  per  ton 
on  egg,  stove  and  chestnut,  and  twenty-five  cents 
on  furnace,  making  the  present  circular  prices 
on  domestic  sizes  at  retail :  Egg,  $7.00 ;  stove 
and  chestnut,  $7.25;  furnace,  $6.50;  Franklin, 
$8.50;  Shamokin,  $7.50;  pea,  $5.25.  This  is 
twenty-five  cents  higher  than  the  price  which 
prevailed  last  winter  on  all  sizes  except  furnace, 
which  is  on  the  same  basis. 

There  is  a  constant  supply  of  coal  arriving  at 
the  shipping  ports  which  is  being  freely  ab¬ 
sorbed,  while  the  stocks  in  pockets  are  also  being 
drawn  upon  to  an  extent  which  will  make  it 
necessary  to  replenish  them.  At  the  sound  ports 
a  steady  demand  is  reported  for  coal  to  supply, 
not  only  the  local  trade,  but  also  for  reship¬ 
ment  to  points  inland  and  up  the  state.  The 
requirements  for  this  line  of  trade  are  heavy 
and  in  the  aggregate  more  tonnage  is  being 
called  for  than  can  be  handled  at  the  discharg¬ 
ing  ports,  due  to  the  lack  of  facilities  and  the 
dearth  of  empty  cars  at  these  points  for  loading 
on  the  consolidated  lines. 

The  all-rail  trade,  both  in  New  England  and 
the  far  east  shows  a  greater  demand  than  can 
be  supplied,  the  tonnage  available  being  limited 
to  the  number  of  cars  that  the  originating  roads 
will  permit  to  go  forward.  These  should  be 
ample,  but  on  account  of  the  detention  of  the 
cars  by  receiving  lines,  the  service  is  very  poor. 

Bituminous  Coal  Rules  Firm. 

A  greater  tonnage  of  lower  grades  of  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  has  been  reaching  these  ports  lately 
and  fair  prices  are  being  paid  for  it.  Some  of  this 
coal  is  shipped  on  the  market  before  it  is  sold, 
but  seems  nevertheless  to  find  a  ready  market, 
no  doubt  due  to  the  shortage  of  the  standard 
grades  which  are  seldom  offered.  Last  week  a 
cargo  of  the  latter  was  shipped  to  the  sound  with 
a  view  of  obtaining  a  premium,  but  the  shipper 
did  not  succeed  in  doing  this.  It  is  evident  that 
consumers  are  not  so  short  of  coal  that  it  is 
necessary  to  pay  premiums  for  spot  cargoes. 
Generally  they  have  enough  on  hand  for  several 
weeks’  consumption,  and  would  rather  take  any 
additional  tonnage  needed  from  the  shippers  to 
whom  they  are  under  contract,  even  at  an  ad¬ 
vanced  price. 

Pennsylvania  coals  can  be  had  at  about  $3.10 
@3.20  alongside  this  harbor,  while  in  the  all-rail 
trade  prices  are  $1.35@1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mines. 
Standard  grades  are  selling  at  the  full  circular 
figures  and  in  some  cases  where  the  needs  of 
buyers  are  urgent,  10@15  cents  more  is  paid  to 
secure  a  cargo.  Producers  of  Pocahontas  and 


New  River  coal  are  practically  all  sold  up  and 
with  the  uncertainty  as  to  ability  to  increase  ship¬ 
ments  over  the  present  volume  they  are  not  in¬ 
clined  to  obligate  themselves  for  any  additional 
tonnage,  notwithstanding  the  price,  as  most  of 
them  have  had  numerous  troubles  in  the  past 
caused  by  assuming  too  large  obligations.  The 
vessel  situation  is  fairly  easy  as  to  the  supply  of 
craft  and  rates  are  firm.  The  farther  lower  ports 
quote  80@85c  to  around  the  cape  and  70@75c 
to  the  sound. 


Coxe  Bros.  Co.  Officials  Out. 

Since  the  purchase  of  the  entire  coal  property, 
including  the  railroad  of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  by 
the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  but  few  changes  have 
been  made  in  the  management  of  the  former,  out¬ 
side  of  the  election  of  a  new  board  of  directors 
and  executive  officials.  The  interests  to  be  ab¬ 
sorbed  being  very  large,  progress  in  the  matter 
of  merging  them  naturally  is  slow,  besides  legal 
requirements  must  be  met. 

The  different  departments  of  the  business  of 
Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.  are  being  taken  over  as  it  is 
convenient,  and  it  is  understood  that  the  arrange¬ 
ments  for  handling  all  of  these  new  interests  will 
be  concluded  by  December  thirty-first.  The  audit¬ 
ing  department  of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.  was  taken 
over  during  the  week,  and  the  employes  in  con¬ 
nection  with  it  are  still  in  service,  including  Mr. 
White,  who  has  been  in  charge.  Irving  A. 
Stearns,  the  former  president,  retired  on  Novem¬ 
ber  first,  and  since  that  time  has  been  devoting 
his  time  to  personal  matters. 

He  has  made  no  arrangements  for  the  future, 
but  is  likely  to  spend  the  winter  enjoying  a  rest, 
either  in  southern  California  or  may  go  abroad. 
On  his  return,  it  is  said,  he  probably  will  open  an 
office  in  New  York  as  consulting  engineer.  This 
was  Mr.  Steam’s  profession  as  a  young  man,  and 
he  has  had  wide  experience  since  then,  including 
many  years  of  service  in  this  capacity  with  the 
anthracite  interests  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad. 
When  President  Walter  retired  from  Coxe  Bros. 
&  Co.  to  accept  the  same  office  with  the  Lehigh 
Valley  railroad,  Mr.  Stearns  was  tendered  the 
presidency  of  both  the  railroad  and  coal  com¬ 
pany,  which  he  accepted  in  1897,  having  retained 
this  office  up  to  the  time  of  the  merger. 

He  is  a  director  of  the  Standard  Trust  Co., 
New  York,  the  Lehigh  Valley  railroad,  the  Phoe¬ 
nix  National  bank.  New  York,  the  Manganese 
Steel  Safe  Co.,  New  York,  and  the  Wyoming  Na¬ 
tional  bank,  at  Wilkesbarre.  His  personal  inter¬ 
ests  in  other  affairs  are  large,  which  will  take  up 
considerable  of  his  time,  and  with  his  high  ability 
in  technical  lines,  he  undoubtedly  will  be  fully 
employed. 

Other  Officials  Who  Will  Retire. 

Henry  G.  Ely,  who  has  been  identified  with 
Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.  interests  for  twenty-eight  years, 
will  retire  from  his  present  office  on  January  first 
Mr.  Ely  has  had  a  long  experience  in  the  coal 
trade,  was  prominently  connected  with  it,  and 
held  the  position  he  still  retains,  which  is  consid¬ 
ered  one  of  the  important  offices  in  the  trade,  for 
twenty-three  years.  Entering  the  business  with 
his  brother,  under  the  name  of  E.  B.  Ely  &  Co., 
in  1872,  at  New  York,  they  introduced  to  the 
trade  the  Beaver  Meadow  coal,  which  has  since 
become  so  widely  known  as  one  of  the  coals  pro¬ 
duced  by  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.  In  1875  the  company 
became  financially  embarrassed,  but  through  a 
compromise  was  enabled  to  continue  the  business 
until  January,  1877,  when  the  mines  and  interests 
of  the  company  were  taken  over  by  the  Coxe 
Bros.,  Mr.  Ely  taking  a  position  from  that  date 
with  the  company.  In  1880  he  opened  the  first 
office  in  eastern  territory  at  Boston,  Mass.,  of 
which  he  was  in  charge  as  sales  agent. 

Mr.  Ely  returned  from  Boston  in  1882  to  accept 
the  office  of  general  eastern  sales  agent,  which  he 
holds  now.  During  all  his  connection  with  the 
trade  he  has  been  highly  esteemed  for  his  ability, 
his  high  regard  for  honor,  and  his  straightforward 
methods  in  all  business  affairs.  He  has  not  yet 
determined  in  what  line  of  business,  if  any,  he 
will  engage  after  the  first  of  the  year.  Having 
been  so  closely  allied  to  this  company  through  a 
long  period  of  years,  his  first  thought  will  be 
toward  obtaining  some  recreation.  It  is  possible, 
Mr.  Ely  says,  that  he  may  continue  in  the  coal 
trade,  but  if  he  does  he  will  make  the  bituminous 
product  his  specialty. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


D.  F.  Connor,  New  York  sales  agent  of  Whit¬ 
ney  &  Kemmerer,  spent  several  days  of  last  week 
on  a  business  trip  to  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  in  the  in¬ 
terest  of  the  firm. 

C.  B.  Davis,  formerly  with  the  Percy  Heilner 
&  Son  Co.,  New  York,  has  taken  a  position  as 
salesman  with  Haddock,  Blanchard  &  Co.  at  its 
New  York  office. 

E.  M.  Platt,  general  western  sales  agent  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.  at  Chicago,  spent  several 
days  last  week  in  New  York  city,  conferring  with 
the  officials  of  the  company. 

The  bark  John  Eila,  from  Philadelphia  for 
Manila,  with  coal,  arrived  at  Cape  Town  on 
Wednesday  last.  The  cargoes  showed  signs  of 
heating  as  the  temperature  registered  15G  degrees. 

Wm.  C.  Ackley,  formerly  with  Hatfield  & 
Hilles,  New  York,  has  accepted  a  position  with 
the  Blaine  Coal  Co.  and  the  Island  Creek  Coal 
Sales  Co.,  No.  1  Broadway,  and  will  assume  his 
duties  the  first  of  the  week. 

A  cargo  of  Welsh  coal  of  4,000  tons  in  the 
harbor  of  New  York  for  the  bunkers  of  the  Brit¬ 
ish  fleet  last  week,  was  a  feature  which  has  not 
occurred  since  1002  and  1003,  when  a  number  of 
coal  cargoes  were  shipped  to  this  port. 

E.  L.  Carpenter,  New  York  manager  of  the 
Consolidation,  Fairmont  and  Somerset  Coal  com¬ 
panies,  left  last  week  on  a  vacation  trip  to  the 
west.  Mr.  Carpenter  has  been  attending  very 
closely  to  business  all  summer,  and  is  taking  a 
two  weeks  recreation  trip. 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co. 
is  feeling  the  pressure  of  the  recent  heavy  de¬ 
mand  for  coal,  especially  on  the  domestic  sizes, 
and  to  meet  the  current  requirements  began  mak¬ 
ing  shipments  from  the  company’s  storage  yards 
at  Mahanoy  City,  Pa.,  on  November  sixteenth. 

Walter  Lewis,  assistant  sales  agent  of  the  Sus¬ 
quehanna  Coal  Co.  at  New  York,  removed  his 
family  last  week  from  the  city  to  Grand  Avenue, 
Asbury  Park,  N.  J.,  where  he  has  obtained  very 
desirable  quarters.  It  is  understood  he  is  likely 
to  remain  there  for  the  winter,  coming  by  train 
to  his  office  daily. 

C.  J.  Wittenberg  of  New  York,  president  of 
the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  who 
sailed  for  Europe  about  two  months  ago  to  meet 
his  wife  and  daughter  in  Paris,  they  having  spent 
the  summer  on  the  continent,  is  expected  to  ar¬ 
rive  home  on  Monday  of  next  week.  He  will  be 
accompanied  by  his  family. 

Clarence  W.  Watson,  president  of  the  Consoli¬ 
dation,  Fairmont  and  Somerset  Coal  companies, 
of  Baltimore,  who  exhibited  a  fine  string  of  horses 
at  the  New  York  horse  show  last  week,  won  on 
his  entries  four  blues,  three  thirds  and  two 
fourths,  making  a  splendid  showing  considering 
the  large  number  of  horses  competing. 

M.  S.  Kemmerer,  of  Whitney  &  Kemmerer, 
who  owns  large  bituminous  coal  interests  in  the 
state  of  Washington,  left  on  a  trip  to  this  prop¬ 
erty  a  week  ago,  and  is  not  expected  to  return 
before  the  end  of  the  month.  Mr.  Kemmerer’s 
coal  interests  are  quite  extensive  in  different 
states  on  the  Pacific  coast,  as  well  as  in  the  east¬ 
ern  and  southern  fields. 

The  Lehigh  &  Wilkesbarre  Coal  Co.  has  re¬ 
cently  had  built  one  hundred  coal  cars,  which 
have  been  sent  to  Salem,  Mass.,  where  they  are 
now  in  service,  helping  the  company  to  move  for¬ 
ward  an  increased  amount  of  tonnage  to  points 
inland  in  that  state  and  farther  north.  This  pol¬ 
icy  is  adopted  with  a  view  of  providing  cars  for 
a  certain  amount  of  tonnage,  tor  which  the  local 
roads  in  that  territory  can  not  furnish  the  neces¬ 
sary  equipment. 

President  David  Willcox  of  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  Co.  makes  a  very  strong  reply  to  Presi¬ 
dent  Roosevelt  and  Secretary  Taft  on  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  rate  regulation,  in  an  article  which  ap¬ 
pears  in  the  Yale  Review  for  November.  Mr. 
Willcox  says:  “Nothing  could  be  more  dangerous 
to  the  value  of  railroad  property  than  the  system 
now  proposed  of  committing  its  future  -  to  the 
control  of  a  political  body,  whose  chief  function 
would  be  to  appease  certain  hostile  claims.  Con¬ 


stant  reduction,  now  here  and  now  there,  would 
easily  destroy  the  property.  Government  owner¬ 
ship  would  be  far  preferable  because  it  would 
involve  payment  of  the  value  of  the  property  be¬ 
fore  its  earning  power  was  destroyed.” 

F.  E.  Herriman,  coal  and  traffic  manager  of 
the  New  York  Central  &  Hudson  River  railroad, 
issued  under  date  of  November  fifteenth,  1905, 
the  following  announcement:  “Wm.  T.  Grier, 
chief  clerk  in  charge  of  the  Philadelphia  office, 
after  a  long  term  of  faithful  service  in  various 
capacities,  has  resigned  to  become  associated  with 
other  interests.  Notice  is  hereby  given  that  all 
correspondence  formerly  addressed  to  Mr.  Grier 
should  be  hereafter  sent  to  the  Philadelphia  of¬ 
fice  as  usual,  and  addressed  to  H.  W.  Henry, 
general  coal  agent,  or  to  the  undersigned,  F.  E. 
Herriman,  coal  traffic  manager.  The  Philadelphia 
office  will  continue  to  have  charge  of  all  business 
that  has  heretofore  received  attention  there.” 

The  British  steamship  Britannia,  which  sailed 
from  Philadelphia  on  Tuesday  of  last  week  for 
Havana,  with  4,800  tons  of  coal,  had  an  unfor¬ 
tunate  experience  in  entering  on  her  voyage  by 
running  on  the  rocks  off  Bellevue  just  below 
Marcus  Hook,  badly  injuring  her  bottom,  and  had 
to  be  beached  to  prevent  her  from  sinking.  This 
followed  her  mishap  of  the  previous  day,  when 
the  vessel  grounded  on  Horseshoe  curve,  but  was 
assisted  off  and  proceeded  on  her  voyage  early 
the  following  morning.  Temporary  repairs  were 
made  to  the  vessel,  as  she  was  filling  rapidly  with 
water,  and  two  tugs  brought  her  to  port  and  she 
was  docked  at  pier  28,  south.  The  cargo  of  coal 
will  be  lightered  and  the  vessel  was  sent  to 
Cramp’s  for  repairs. 

The  coal  pocket  of  Leonard  Bros,  at  One  Hun¬ 
dred  and  Thirty-sixth  street  and  Harlem  river. 
New  York,  which  has  been  under  construction 
for  some  time,  is  now  nearing  completion  and 
it  is  expected  that  it  will  be  put  in  operation 
within  the  next  few  weeks.  This  plant,  which 
is  constructed  on  modern  lines,  including  ma¬ 
chinery  of  the  most  recent  type  in  its  equipment, 
with  the  view  of  obtaining  the  greatest  economy 
in  its  operation,  will  place  this  firm  in  a  strong 
position  to  develop  a  large  and  profitable  business 
in  that  territory.  The  pocket  has  a  storage  ca¬ 
pacity  of  2,000  tons,  with  plenty  of  additional 
ground  room  for  the  storage  of  all  the  coal  they 
desire,  which  is  an  important  factor  in  times 
when  heavy  stocks  are  needed. 

W.  L.  Connell,  prominently  identified  with  the 
operation  of  anthracite  coal  companies,  and  pres¬ 
ident  of  the  anthracite  conciliation  board,  pro¬ 
poses  the  continuance  of  this  organization  by  an 
extension  of  the  strike  commission’s  award  and 
suggests  that  it  could  be  done  in  the  miners’  con¬ 
vention  at  Shamokin,  Pa.  He  says:  “A  reso¬ 
lution  could  be  adopted  indicating  the  desire  of 
the  miners  to  extend  the  award  for  three,  five 
or  as  many  years  as  may  be  deemed  advisable. 
A  convention  of  the  operators  could  be  called, 
and  the  proposition  be  settled  very  easily.  The 
reason  I  suggested  that  a  resolution  be  consid¬ 
ered  at  Shamokin,  is  because  the  convention  will 
be  held  in  December,  and  one  of  the  principal 
matters  to  be  acted  upon  is  the  expiration  of  the 
award. 

In  a  decision  last  week  as  to  whether  coal  im¬ 
ported  and  held  in  store  is  dutiable,  a  former  de¬ 
cision  was  overruled  by  Judge  Somerville  of  the 
board  of  general  appraisers.  The  claim  was  filed 
by  Thos.  Evans  of  Galveston  protesting  against 
the  action  of  the  collector  of  customs  in  levying 
duty  at  the  rate  of  sixty-seven  cents  per  ton  on 
coal  transferred  from  one  steamship  to  another 
without  being  landed.  The  steamships  in  ques¬ 
tion  belong  to  the  same  line.  Mr.  Evans  claimed 
that  the  transfer  of  the  coal  stores  came  within 
the  provisions  of  the  custom  regulations,  article 
108,  wherein  it  is  set  forth  that  no  duty  is  appli¬ 
cable  to  coal  transferred  in  the  manner  mentioned 
above.  None  of  the  interested  parties,  though 
notified,  appeared  befo.e  the  board  at  the  appointed 
dates  to  submit  evidence  in  support  of  the  pro¬ 
test  and  the  claim  is  therefore  overruled. 

H.  B.  Crandall,  coal  traffic  agent  of  the  Lehigh 
Valley  railroad,  has  issued  an  announcement  to 
the  trade  to  the  effect  that  on  and  after  December 


first,  1905,  all  cars  containing  anthracite  for  water 
shipment,  standing  at  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J.,  under 
load,  will  be  subject  to  demurrage  similar  to  that 
assessed  by  the  car  service  association  generally, 
except  on  an  allowance  of  seventy-two  hours  for 
unloading.  A  charge  of  $1.00  per  car  per  day  on 
all  cars  not  unloaded  within  seventy-two  hours 
will  be  made.  Owing  to  contemplated  changes  in 
the  storing  facilities  at  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J.>  no 
specific  allotment  of  space  will  hereafter  be  made 
to  any  one.  A  charge  of  ten  cents  per  ton  per 
month  or  any  part  thereof  will  be  made  on  coal 
put  in  storage  on  and  after  December  first,  1905. 
This  company  can  not  guarantee  to  furnish  stor¬ 
age  and  will  only  do  so  from  time  to  time  as  fa¬ 
cilities  may  permit.  Up  to  the  pre.sent  time  the 
company  has  been  storing  such  coal  in  pockets 
as  was  not  moved,  but  this  ceases  after  December 
first. 

The  cold  weather  last  week  has  been  felt  by 
the  local  coal  trade  in  New  York  city,  greatly 
increasing  the  requirements,  which  has  developed 
a  condition  in  harbor  transportation  that  is  ma¬ 
terially  affecting  the  movement  of  coal  from  the 
shipping  ports.  This  condition  is  caused  by  the 
shortage  of  available  boats  offering  for  this  class 
of  business  and  the  large  dealers,  who  have  not 
sufficient  supply  of  bottoms  of  their  own  to  carry 
their  entire  requirements,  are  greatly  delayed  in 
getting  tonnage  forward.  This  affects  the  factors 
doing  a  wholesale  business  in  bituminous  coal,  in 
addition  to  the  yard  trade,  more  particularly  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  larger  number  ot  vessels  required. 
This  trade  also  feels  the  lack  of  docking  facili¬ 
ties,  especially  on  the  west  side  of  the  city,  where 
yards  in  recent  years  have  been  leased  to  indi¬ 
vidual  interests,  permitting  only  a  few  places 
where  coal  can  be  discharged,  for  convenient  de¬ 
livery  to  consuming  plants,  thereby  incurring  an 
additional  expense  in  the  long  hauls  necessary. 
It  is  thought  that  the  present  shortage  of  harbor 
craft  is  due  to  the  large  demand  for  boats  in  the 
sound  trade,  which  is  paying  increased  rates  to 
secure  them,  and  owners  are  accepting  the  busi¬ 
ness  in  preference  to  New  York  harbor. 

The  bureau  of  manufacturers,  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  commerce  and  labor,  under  date  of  No¬ 
vember  fifteenth,  reports  through  Vice-Consul- 
General  Gorman,  of  Montreal,  that  Canadian 
manufacturers  have  started  a  movement  with  a 
view  to  obtaining  coal  from  Wales,  and  have 
had  experiments  made  to  ascertain  its  value,  com¬ 
pared  with  the  product  of  the  United  States.  He 
writes :  "Some  months  ago  the  Canadian  Manu¬ 
facturers’  Association  shipped  to  coal  owners  in 
Wales  samples  of  six  different  grades  of  coal. 
These  samples  were  of  coals  such  as  are  used  every 
day  in  the  factories  in  Canada,  and  were  imported 
from  the  United  States.  The  English  colliery 
owners  requested  the  coal  for  testing  purposes, 
and  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  coal  of  similar 
properties  could  be  delivered  to  points  in  Canada 
at  prices  to  compete  with  the  prices  for  which 
the  United  States  coal  was  sold.  Investigations 
are  still  being  carried  on  to  determine  the  feasi¬ 
bility  of  the  project.  It  is  not  seen  how  this  can 
be  accomplished  with  the  high  ocean  freights  to 
the  Canadian  seaboard,  where  it  would  also  come 
in  competition  with  the  domestic  coal,  which  is 
fairly  suitable  for  steam  purposes  and  produced 
at  a  price  not  in  excess  of  the  ocean  freights  on 
shipments  from  abroad.  To  points  in  the  in¬ 
terior,  rail  freights  would  be  a  factor,  and  in 
favor  of  the  American  product,  owing  to  closer 
proximity  to  those  markets. 


Beech  Creek  Tonnage. 

Coal  tonnage  originating  on  the  Beech  Creek 
branch  of  the  New  York  Central  railroad  for  the 
week  ending  November  seventh  amounted  to  196,- 
843  tons,  making  the  total  to  that  date  for  the 
year  7,658,523  tons,  compared  with  6,194,016  tons 
for  the  same  period  in  1904.  This  is  an  increase 
of  1,464,507  tons. 

Coke  tonnage  for  the  same  week  amounted  to 
1,399  tons,  making  the  total  this  year  to  that 
date  74,688  tons  as  compared  with  22,244  tons 
during  the  same  period  in  1904. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 

Proper  Methods  of  Advertising  for  the  Retail  Dealer. 


The  Black  Diamond  is  in  receipt  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  letter  from  T.  D.  Spalding  &  Son,  retail 
coal  dealers  at  Gibson  City,  Ill :  “We  send  you 


Looks  Like  Coal. 

Yes,  SIate_  and  Shale 
both  look  like  Coal. 

You  bought  them  for 
Coal. 

You  paid  the  same 
price  for  them  you  did 
for  Coal. 

You  actually  paid  more 
for  them  then  you  did  lor 
Coal,  as  they  are  much 
heavier  than  Coal. 

Ask  Your  Wife  About  It? 

She  will  tell  you  that  half  a  ton  of  it  wouldn't  boil 
a  tea  kettle.  And  yet  you  have  been  fooling  yourself 
for  the  last  year  thinking  you  were  buying  some  cheap 
nut  coal. 

It’s  like  buying  sour  bread.  The  most  expensive 
kind — there's  too  much  waste.  Your  neighbors  are 
buying 

Spalding’s  Mohawk  Washed  Kitchen  Coal 

That  don’t  have  any  slate  in  it.  Try  a  load  and  you 
will  be  surprised  how  soon  the  kettle  will  boil  and 
how  little  Coal  it  will  take  to  get  breakfast. 

Yours  for  clean  Coal, 

SPALDING 

The  Coal  Man. 


one  of  our  advertisements,  which  we  are  using 
in  our  local  weekly  paper,  changing  them  every 
week ;  also  a  circular  we  are 
mailing  to  a  selected  list  of 
names,  both  in  this  city  and  in 
the  country  for  your  sugges¬ 
tions.” 

The  advertisement  referred  to 
is  reproduced  on  this  page  about 
one-third  of  the  size  it  appear¬ 
ed  in  the  local  paper 

Referring  to  this  advertise¬ 
ment  in  a  general  way ;  it  must 
be  evident  that  the  printer  has 
done  his  part  in  making  it  ef¬ 
fective. 

The  type  used  throughout  is 
modern,  it  is  surrounded  by  a 
neat  border  and  for  a  newspaper 
printed  in  a  small  city  the  press 
work  is  very  good. 

It  can  be  said  that  the  ar¬ 
rangement  is  also  excellent. 

There  is  sufficient  white  space 
throughout  the  advertisement  to 
make  the  printed  matter  stand 
out  prominently  and  so  that  the 
catch  lines  like:  “Looks  Like 
Coal,”  “Ask  Your  Wife  About 
It.”  “Spalding’s  Mohawk 
Washed  Kitchen  Coal,  ”  and 
the  name  of  the  advertiser  are 
prominent  and  immediately  at¬ 
tract  the  eye. 

Another  feature  which  will 
attract  attention  to  the  adver¬ 
tisement  is  the  illustration  used. 

I  am  a  great  believer  in  the  use 
of  illustrations  for  advertising 
purposes.  In  this  connection  I 
was*  talking  with  a  business 
man  the  other  day  about  the 
general  proposition  of  advertis¬ 
ing,  and  he  referred  to  the  mag¬ 
azines,  saying  that  he  found  the 
most  important  feature  in  them 
to  be  the  advertising  pages,  that 
he  always  looked  over  the  latter,  whether  he 
had  opportunity  to  read  the  articles  which  they 
contained  or  not. 


I  asked  him  why  he  was  interested  in  maga¬ 
zine  advertising,  and  he  said  it  was  due  to  the 
progress  that  had  been  made  in  the  use  of  illus¬ 
trations,  and  that  many  of  these  were  as  ex¬ 
cellent  and  as  interesting  as  the  pictorial  arti¬ 
cles  in  the  reading  pages.  This  man  had  no 
interest  in  advertising  as  a  ousiness,  but  simply 
was  attracted  by  the  excellence  of  that  displayed 
in  the  magazines,  and  through  curiosity  and  this 
interest  scanned  the  publicity  pages  very  closely. 

I  am  citing  this  instance  to  emphasize  the  fact 
that  illustrations  universally  help  advertising, 
because  they  attract  attention  when  nothing  else 
will.  The  mind  readily  grasps  a  picture  fre¬ 
quently  when  it  is  too  dull  to  thoroughly  digest 
the  page  of  solid  reading  matter.  If  the  mind 
is  not  dull,  the  picture  furnishes  a  happy  relief 
from  the  reading  pages  and  an  attractive  illus¬ 
tration  will  center  the  interest  and  result  in  the 
reader  attempting  to  ascertain  what  it  refers  to, 
thereby  taking  an  interest  in  the  text  which  ac¬ 
companies  it.  There  does  not  seem  to  be  much 
connection  in  this  instance  between  the  picture 
and  the  text  of  the  advertisement,  but  at  the 
same  time  it  is  a  good  feature  and  gives  the 
“ad”  greater  efficacy  in  reaching  new  possible 
customer-s. 

Creates  Confidence  With  Customers. 

With  reference  to  the  written  matter  of  this 
advertisement,  no  criticism  can  be  made.  The 
arrangement  is  strong  throughout  and  will  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  average  consumer  of  coal  because  it 
states  a  fact,  so  far  as  the  benefits  are  concerned, 
resulting  from  the  use  of  good  coal  as  compared 
with  that  which  is  poor  in  quality.  The  direct 
expression  in  each  of  the  sentences  in  the  argu¬ 
ment  is  a  strong  point  in  this  advertisement. 
They  center  on  one  thought — a  comparison  of 
good  and  bad  coal — and  there  is  no  superfluity 
of  words,  no  circumlocution,  but  a  statement 
direct  to  the  point,  terse  and  pithy.  In  this 
respect  the  advertisement  is  very  clever. 

There  is  one  other  thought  in  this  connec¬ 
tion.  This  class  of  advertising  is  good  in  a 


general  way.  It  conveys  to  the  public  the  im¬ 
pression  that  the  advertiser  is  doing  his  level 
best  to  supply  his  customers  with  high-grade 


coal,  consequently  it  engenders  confidence  among 
them  in  his  integrity  and  in  his  knowledge  of 
the  business.  If  consumers  have  confidence  in 
a  dealer,  and  think  he  has  a  knowledge  of  the 
business  in  which  he  is  engaged,  they  will  buy 
coal  of  him  with  less  complaint  and  pay  a  fairer 
price  for  it  than  they  will  when  they  are  skepti¬ 
cal.  Every  honest  retail  coal  dealer  should  en¬ 
deavor  to  create  this  impression  among  his  cus¬ 
tomers. 

The  booklet  referred  to  in  the  letter  of  T.  D. 
Spalding  &  Son  was  a  four-page  pamphlet 
printed  in  two  colors,  also  containing  illustrations. 
The  title  page  of  this  booklet  is  reproduced  on 
this  page  somewhat  smaller  than  the  original. 
It  is  impossible  to  do  it  full  justice,  because  of 
the  fact  that  the  display  lines  in  the  original 
were  printed  in  red,  while  the  remainder  of  the 
text  was  printed  in  black,  this  contrast  in  colors 
being  more  effective  than  our  illustration,  which 
is  all  in  black. 

The  general  tenor  of  this  pamphlet  is  similar 
to  the  advertisement  to  which  1  have  referred. 
It  discusses  the  advantages  resulting  from  buy¬ 
ing  good  coal  and  states  explicitly  why  Mohawk 
Washed  Kitchen  Coal  is  the  most  efficient  prod¬ 
uct  on  the  market. 

This  booklet  is  used  as  a  supplementary  aid 
to  the  newspaper  advertisement.  It  is  prepared 
in  the  same  style  as  the  latter,  with  a  great  deal 
of  care,  and  yet  with  direct,  terse  statements 
throughout,  containing  good  English,  neither  too 
emphatic  nor  listless  in  expression,  but  convinc¬ 
ing.  It  is  the  style  to  be  followed  in  the  best 
kind  of  advertising,  and  should  be  a  pattern  to 
those  who  are  desirous  of  obtaining  the  best  re¬ 
sults. 

The  Coal  Fiend  of  Kokomo. 

Another  advertisement  sent  to  this  depart¬ 
ment  for  suggestion  is  the  work  of  Panabaker 
&  Son,  Kokomo,  Ind.  This  is  in  the  shape  of 
verse,  entitled  “The  Coal  Fiend  of  Kokomo.” 
While  I  have  always  been  of  the  opinion  that 
Indiana  was  the  home  of  the  original  poets  and 
authors,  this  advertisement  has  proved  that  it  is 
also  the  home  of  advertisers  who  have  original 
conceptions  of  methods  of  advertising.  This  ad¬ 
vertisement  was  inserted  in  one  of  the  local 
papers  at  that  point  for  the  purpose  of  calling 
attention  to  the  varieties  of  coals  which  this 
firm  handled. 

As  a  departure  from  the  conventional  methods 
of  publicity  it  undoubtedly  was  efficient.  A 
jingle  of  this  kind  would  attract  attention  for  a 
time,  but,  like  every  other  good  thing,  it  should 
be  handled  with  considerable  care.  It  should 
be  published  only  once,  and  then  should  be  fol¬ 
lowed  by  advertising  in  prose.  The  best  policy 
to  pursue  would  be  to  take  up  in  the  prose  ad¬ 
vertisements,  which  follow,  each  of  the  different 
coals  and  call  attention  to  their  leading  charac¬ 
teristics  for  fuel  purposes.  This  would  require 
something  like  seven  or  eight  weeks.  Then  the 
“Coal  Fiend”  might  return  to  verse  again  for 
an  issue  if  the  muse  was  working,  and  he  could 
do  so  without  too  much  effort. 

The  verses  are  published  on  this  page. 

THE  COAL  FIEND  OF  KOKOMO. 

We  have  quite  a  list  of  coals. 

While  some  have  one  or  two; 

The  “Peerless”  and  the  “Pittsburg” 

Are  both  tried  and  true, 

And  the  “Splint”  from  West  Virginia 
Is  a  perfect  .wonder,  too. 

The  “Jackson  Hill”  and  “Hocking” 

Have  always  stood  the  storm. 

In  summer  cooked  your  dinner. 

In  winter  kept  you  warm; 

But  if  you  want  a  coal 
To  quickly  start  a  fire, 

Just  buy  some  of  our  “Cannel’’ 

And  watch  the  flame  grow  higher. 

If  you  want  a  cheap  coal. 

We  have  the  “Indiana,” 

But  when  you  want  the  Hard  Coal, 

Then  buy  our  “SUSQUEHANNA,” 

And  if  these  are  not  sufficient. 

And  you  want  another  whack, 

Just  call  around  and  sec  us — 

And  we  will  sell  you  all  our  “Slack.” 

The  Ad  Man. 


A  HOT  TALK  ON 
A  COAL  SUBJECT 


=OR  WHY^ 


Spalding’s  Mohawk 
Washed  Kitchen  Coal 

Is  Better  Than  Any  Other. 


We  wish  to  call  your  attention 
to  some  of  the  many  good  qualities 
of  MOHAWK  WASHED  KITCH¬ 
EN  COAL  and  try  to  induce  you  to 
give  it  a  trial.  We  believe  you  will 
find  it  so  much  CLEANER  AND 
BETTER  than  any  nut  coal  you 
ever  bought  that  hereafter  you  will 
buy  no  other.  Let  us  tell  you 
something  about  all  nut  coals  and 
MOHAWK  WASHED  COAL  in 
particular. 

Practically  all  of  the  nut  coal  shipped  contains  more  or  less 

;LATE.  shale,  fireclay,  stones,  ikon  pyrites  and 
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Southern  Coal  Conditions. 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  Nov.  23. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Tlic  coal  market  in  this  part  of  the 
south  shows  higher  prices  and  there  will  be  ad¬ 
vances  in  the  retail  department  within  the  next 
few  weeks.  This  tendency  already  has  been  quite 
freely  discussed  among  the  Memphis  retailers,  but 
cold  weather  has  hardly  set  in  yet.  Some  new 
yards  are  being  started  up  about  the  city,  and 
while  Memphis  is  supposed  to  have  a  population 
of  175,000,  the  competition  here  is  already  very 
keen.  Most  of  the  coal  is  brought  here  from 
Alabama  and  Kentucky.  'J'he  city  is  seeing  a  de¬ 
parture  along  progressive  river  barge  plans. 

I'he  wholesale  trade  is  satisfactory.  Many  new 
office  buildings  which  have  been  constructed,  and 
additions  with  metropoli'an  growth,  in  the  way 
of  hotels  and  manufacturing  establishments,  cause 
the  coal  men  here  to  find  improved  trade  along 
wholesale  lines.  Only  three  or  four  of  the  Mem¬ 
phis  firms  are  interested  in  mines.  One  coal  com- 
liany  here  that  is  interested  in  mines  utilizes  some 
of  its  rolling  stock  for  a  magnificent  transfer  com¬ 
pany,  one  of  the  most  prominent  in  the  south. 
Many  of  the  retailers  in  coal  here  carry  a  summer 
ice  business,  and  when  ice  is  out  of  season  for 
general  purposes  the  energetic  Memphians  pay 
their  respects  to  the  grain  business. 

The  Southern  Coal  Co.  has  moved  its  office  to 
the  Porter  building,  corner  of  Main  street  and 
South  court.  This  company  until  lately  was  quar¬ 
tered  for  years  in  the  basement  of  the  Illinois 
Central  building  at  Main  and  Madison  streets, 
which  was  badly  damaged  by  fire  a  few  nights  ago. 

The  Brown-Lam  Coal  Co.  has  opened  an  office 
at  548  Randolph  huilding,  this- city. 

The  Berlin  Coal  Co.,  which  already  owns  two 
large  yards  in  this  city,  has  purchased  a  site  of 
several  acres  and  will  start  another  yard  in  the 
northern  portion  of  the  city.  It  has  near  Lennox 
suburb  a  considerable  yard  for  the  fast  growing 
east  end  suburb  and  Madison  Heights.  This  new 
acquisition  will  cost  about  $15,000.  All  realty 
values  in  Memphis  arc  high.  The  Berlin  people 
report  the  best  business  in  the  history  of  this 
company  this  fall. 

Retail  Trade  is  Very  Active. 

The  McLaughlin  Coal  &  Grain  Co.  in  East 
Memphis  is  doing  a  retail  business  and  has  en¬ 
larged  its  yards  along  the  Nashville,  Chattanooga 
&  St.  Louis  railroad. 

The  Galloway  Coal  Co.  reports  a  large  develop¬ 
ment  at  its  Alabama  mines.  It  keeps  several  hun¬ 
dred  horses  and  men  busy  the  year  round.  This 


company  has  branches  for  its  wholesale  and  re¬ 
tail  trade  throughout  the  city.  Its  offices  on  Sec¬ 
ond  street,  just  cast  of  Court  square,  are  the  most 
representative  of  the  coal  business  of  any  in 
Memphis.  Across  the  windows  in  gilt  and  fre¬ 
quently  revised  figures  is  the  story  of  what  the 
Galloway  Coal  Co.  is  doing  in  output,  new  mines 
and  comparisons  with  former  years.  Mr.  Holmes, 
of  the  company,  indicates  that  it  is  very  busy  with 
city  trade  at  this  season,  the  wise  providers  mak¬ 
ing  this  the  last  month  to  lay  in  heavy  winter 
supplies. 

The  Brown  Coal  Co.  reports  considerable  diffi¬ 
culty  in  getting  cars.  It  notes  advances  in  prices 
in  the  wholesale  department  and  expects  still  fur¬ 
ther  advances,  considering  the  difficulties  attend¬ 
ant  on  getting  supplies  of  coal.  R.  L.  Brown,  of 
the  company,  has  just  returned  from  a  protracted 
visit  to  the  Alabama  mining  district  and  he  found 
transportation  conditions  at  the  mines  more  acute 
than  usual  at  this  season. 

Hunt  &  Bro.,  in  the  Porter  building,  were  vis- 
i‘ed  this  afternoon  by  'I'he  Black  Diamond  cor¬ 
respondent.  'I'hey  have  found  no  cessation  in  the 
car  difficulties,  but  note  that  business  is  opening 
up  much  better,  .so  the  situation  is  not  necessarily 
gloomy,  'fhey  expect  higher  prices  after  this 
month  on  city  business. 

Bryan  &  Eberhardt  report  November  retail 
business  as  very  good  and  think  the  coal  situation 
in  Memphis  will  be  one  of  much  strength  this 
winter. 

Over  at  Knoxville  the  retailers  have  made  an 
advance  of  twenty-five  cents  per  ton  on  prices 
and  consumers  are  complaining  and  talking  of 
organizing  “protective  associations.’’  Knoxville 
always  hears  a  tale  of  woe  when  coal  prices  are 
advanced.  Last  year  the  legislature  of  the  state 
wanted  to  investigate  a  slight  raise,  'i'his  city  is 
in  the  heart  of  a  good  coal  district  and  the  devel¬ 
opment  thereabouts  is  something  extraordinary 
in  mining  circles. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Bon  Air  Coal  &  Iron  Co. 
has  sold  some  of  its  properties.  This  rumor 
comes  from  Sparta,  Tenn.,  but  does  not  indicate 
to  whom  the  sale  was  made,  although  it  is  hinted 
that  the  Southern  railroad  is  interested. 

'I'he  coal  men  of  Nashville  are  much  interested 
in  the  results  which  will  follow  the  entrance  of 
the  Illinois  Central  and  Southern  railways  into 
that  city. 

Birmingham  Dealers  Organize. 

A  meeting  of  the  retail  coal  dealers  of  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Ala.,  was  recently  held  in  the  offices 
of  Hinds  Peevey,  and  an  association  was  organ¬ 


ized,  the  object  of  which  is  to  protect  the  inter- 
cses  of  the  retail  dealers  in  that  city.  H.  O. 
Hoyt  was  elected  president,  P.  McCrossin,  vice- 
president,  and  Frank  Rushton  and  H.  L.  Francis, 
secretaries. 

A  committee  was  also  appointed  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  conferring  with  the  mayor  and  proper 
committees  of  the  board  of  aldermen  with  a  view 
to  obtaining  a  change  in  the  weights  and  measures 
ordinance  of  the  council.  The  association  ob¬ 
jects  to  having  brokers  and  mine  agents  selling 
coal  by  weight  in  the  city,  and  will  ask  that  they 
be  compelled  to  take  out  a  license  the  same  as 
the  retailers. 

'I'he  same  committee  has  been  instructed  to 
confer  with  the  Alabama  Car  Service  Association 
with  a  view  to  remedying  the  bunching  of  cars, 
which  always  occurs  with  coal  going  into  Bir¬ 
mingham.  It  is  thought  that  the  only  thing  neces¬ 
sary  is  to  lengthen  the  “free”  time  from  forty- 
eight  to  seventy-two  hours. 

Another  meeting  is  to  be  held  within  the  next 
week  or  two,  at  which  the  committee  will  report 
on  the  progress  made. 


Pennsylvania  Shipments. 

'I'he  shipments  of  coal  and  coke  originating  on 
the  Pennsylvania  railroad  east  of  Pittsburg  and 
Erie  for  the  week  ending  November  eleventh, 
made  another  high  record  with  an  aggregate  ton¬ 
nage  of  1,072,830  tons.  The  distribution  of  this 
tonnage  was  as  follows: 

1905.  1905  190*. 

Week  ending  Year  to  Year  to 


Nov.  11.  Nov.  11.  Nov.  12. 

Anthracite  .  82,333  3,905,819  3,868,520 

Bituminous  . 737,403  25,712,869  23,388.633 

Coke  . 253,094  9,596,157  7,386,429 


'fotal  . 1,072,830  39,214,845  34,043,582 


Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 


The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  &  Coal 
Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  transported 
over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  November  eigh¬ 
teenth,  the  corresponding  week  last  year,  the  year 
to  date  and  the  corresponding  period  in  1904 : 


Cumber- 

Broad  Top.  land.  Total. 


Week  ending  Nov.  18,  1905...  21,318  27,450 

Corresponding  week,  1904....  12,246  23,888 

Total  for  1905 . 637,437  891,618 

Corresponding  period,  1904 ..  .508,559  968,911 


48,768 

36,134 

1,529,055 

1,477,470 


Little  Letters  from  the  Retail  Dealers. 


Apparently  the  state  of  the  retail  trade  through¬ 
out  the  country  shows  improvement  as  indicated 
by  the  letters  received  in  this  department  re¬ 
cently.  Several  follow ; 

Good  Trade  at  Abingdon. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Black  Diamond: 

The  retail  business  in  this  locality  is  very  good. 
The  consumers  for  the  most  part  have  bought 
the  first  supply  of  their  winter  tonnage  of  coal. 
We  hear  but  little  talk  of  the  strike. 

The  one  correction  we  are  most  anxious  to 
have  brought  about  is  that  the  railroad  companies 
shall  be  held  responsible  for  the  shortage  in  the 
cars  of  coal  shipped  in.  I  am, 

Yours  very  truly, 

Abingdon,  111.  F.  L.  Torrance. 

There  has  been  considerable  agitation  as  to 
the  question  of  responsibility  of  the  railroads 
where  a  shortage  of  coal  occurs  in  transit.  The 
retail  buyer  of  coal,  by  asking  for  a  bill  of  lading 
in  connection  with  every  car  of  coal  which  he 
buys  and  insisting  upon  getting  it,  can  protect 
himself  to  a  considerable  extent  against  short¬ 
ages.  'I'he  coal,  if  it  appears  to  he  short  in 
weight  upon  arrival,  should  be  weighed  upon 
track  scales,  and  the  bill  of  lading  used  as  a 
basis  for  the  claim  made  upon  the  railroad  com¬ 
pany  for  both  the  recovery  of  the  excess  freight 
paid  and  the  loss  of  coal  in  transit.  Western 
railroads  will  allow  such  claims,  although  it 
sometimes  requires  persistency  on  the  part  of 
the  dealer.  If  the  latter  does  not  feel  that  he 


can  secure  the  claim  sometimes  the  shipping  com¬ 
pany  will  collect  it  for  him,  providing  it  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  show  the  evidence  of  a  shortage.  If  the 
dealer  can  not  secure  the  reweighing  of  a  loaded 
car  on  track  scales,,  then  he  should  weigh  out  in 
wagon  lots  from  the  car,  making  an  affidavit  if 
the  shortage  amounts  to  more  than  1,000  pounds 
per  car,  and  this  will  constitute  the  basis  of  a 
valid  claim  against  the  railroad  company. — (Edi¬ 
tor.  ) 

Have  Bought  for  Winter  at  Anna. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Black  Diamond: 

Will  say  that  I  have  given  over  my  coal  busi¬ 
ness  to  T.  M.  Shick  for  the  present.  As  regards 
the  trade  at  this  place  in  coal,  the  most  of  our 
people  have  taken  in  their  supply  already  for  the 
winter.  Yours  truly, 

Anna,  111.  A.  W.  Sims. 

The  citizens  of  Anna  are  very  fortunate  in 
many  respects.  The  present  car  shortage  is  ad¬ 
vancing  the  price  of  fuel  rapidly,  while  it  is  dif¬ 
ficult  to  get  enough  coal  to  go  around.  If  the 
dealers,  through  personal  effort,  induced  them  to 
purchase  their  winter  supply  early,  consumers 
should  appreciate  it  materially. — (Editor.) 

Family  Bins  Full  at  Poughkeepsie. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Black  Diamond: 

A  large  percentage  of  the  family  trade  in  this 
town  has  already  been  supplied.  This  was  due 
to  the  policy  of  the  dealers  giving  the  consumers 
the  benefit  of  the  spring  price. 


We  do  not  think  that  the  strike  talk  has  made 
any  difference  here  so  far,  as  there  does  not 
seem  to  be  any  panicky  feeling  among  coal  con¬ 
sumers  so  far  as  we  can  ascertain.  The  market 
here  will  be  governed  entirely  by  temperatures 
from  now  until  spring,  unless  there  should  be  a 
more  marked  possibility  of  a  strike  during  the 
coming  year,  in  which  event,  no  doubt,  the  well- 
to-do  class  would  af^empt  to  supply  themselves 
for  another  year  at  least. 

Our  policy  here  is  to  put  as  much  coal  in  the 
hands  of  consumers  during  the  summer  months 
as  possible.  This,  as  above  stated,  makes  a 
weather  market  for  the  balance  of  the  year. 

Yours  truly, 

Wilbur  Company,  D.  W.  Wilbur,  President 

Poughkeepsie,  N.  V. 

Dealers  who  urge  their  customers  to  take  in 
coal  early  are  co.nferring  a  benefit  .on  them. 
Householders  with  a  supply  of  coal  in  their  bins 
are  not  obliged  to  worrj-  about  a  car  shortage 
or  any  of  the  other  annoying  features  that  will 
be  experienced  in  the  coal  trade  from  this  time 
forward.  They  will  have  coal  when  they  necil  it. 
The  dealers  also  will  find  that  life  is  easier,  be¬ 
cause  their  work  will  be  confined  almost  entirely 
to  supplying  the  transient  trade  and  enough  coal 
can  be  obtained  for  this  purpose,  except  in  times 
of  a  general  strike.  The  forehanded  dealer  will 
induce  his  customers  to  h?  forehanded,  and  they 
will  follow  his  suggestions  to  a  very  large  ex¬ 
tent. — (Editor.) 
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Western  Retail  ^^otes. 

Retail  coal  dealers  at  Bloomington,  111.,,  have 
advanced  the  price  of  bituminous  coal  fifty  cents 
a  ton,  due  to  short  supplies. 

The  coal  and  wood  business  formerly  owned 
by  Miller  &  Miller,  Greenville,  Mich,,  has  been 
purchased  by  Earl  B.  Slawson. 

The  retail  coal  and  wood  business  of  L.  H. 
Heaton,  Lake  Odessa,  Mich.,  has  been  purchased 
by  Ben  Garlinger,  who  will  continue  it. 

d'he  office  of  Smith  &  Co.,  coal  dealers  at  Sulli¬ 
van,  Ill.,  was  recently  entered  by  burglars,  who 
were  frightened  away  before  any  booty  was  ob¬ 
tained. 

E.  T.  McDonald  has  been  awarded  tbe  con¬ 
tract  for  furnishing  the  isolation  hospital  at  Mil¬ 
waukee,  Wis.,  with  150  tons  of  chestnut  anthracite 
at  $7.05  a  ton. 

The  coal  shed  of  Reese  Bros.,  Perry,  Iowa, 
has  been  sold  to  John  Knosby  and  has  been 
moved  to  Willis  avenue  and  the  Minneapolis  & 
St.  Louis  railroad  tracks. 

J.  M.  George,  senior  member  of  the  coal  and 
wood  firm  of  Catton  &  George,  Champaign,  Ill., 
has  sold  his  interest  in  the  business  to  the  junior 
partner,  Ben  Catton,  who  will  continue  it. 

Local  dealers  from  Menominee,  Mich.,  report 
that  there  is  likely  to  be  a  bituminous  coal  fam¬ 
ine  at  that  point  on  account  of  the  loss  by  fire  of 
the  steamer  Hackett,  containing  a  cargo  of  coal. 

B.  K.  Hatch  has  leased  the  railroad  land  just 
north  of  the  Farmers’  elevator  and  purchased 
the  building  standing  upon  it  at  West  Concord, 
Minn.,  and  is  preparing  to  erect  large  coal  sheds. 

On  account  of  the  shortage  of  cars,  the  resi¬ 
dents  of  Bingham,  Utah,  anticipate  a  coal  famine. 
The  shortage  of  cars  is  attributed  to  the  heavy 
demands  on  the  railroads  for  cars  to  move  the 
sugar-beet  crop. 

Schumacher  &  Wiggins,  at  Wilson  Creek, 
Wash.,  are  planning  to  sell  coal  and  wood  at 
retail.  The  company  has  rented  the  Marble  build¬ 
ing  as  an  office  and  the  scales  formerly  used  by 
R.  J.  Armstrong. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  240  school  scales 
in  the  city  of  Chicago  be  used  for  the  purpose  of 
reweighing  deliveries  of  coal  to  consumers  to 
prevent  short  weight.  The  janitors  and  engineers 
are  to  act  as  weighers. 

The  old  office  building  of  the  Chicago  &  North¬ 
western  railroad  at  Lake  street  and  Fifth  avenue, 
Chicago,  Ill.,  has  been  traded  in  part  exchange  for 
the  Peabody  Coal  Co.  property  near  the  Kinzie 
street  station  of  the  railroad. 

Since  September  first  the  price  on  all  grades 
of  bituminous  coal  at  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  has  been 
advanced  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  cents  per  ton. 
Coal  dealers  predict  another  similar  advance 
before  the  first  of  the  new  year. 

Dealers  at  Decatur,  Ill.,  are  complaining  se¬ 
riously  on  account  of  their  inability  to  get  coal 
from  the  mines.  They  claim  the  trouble  is  caused 
by  the  car  shortage  and  also  the  labor  troubles 
which  are  threatening  in  the  anthracite  region. 

Prosecutor  T.  J.  Ross,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  has 
stated  that  he  has  had  a  number  of  conferences 
with  Virgil  P.  Kline  regarding  the  trial  of  the 
coal  dealers  indicted  in  that  city,  and  that  the 
cases  will  be  heard  within  the  next  two  weeks. 

Coal  is  said  to  be  very  scarce  at  Granger, 
Wash.,  due  to  the  shortage  of  cars  along  the  line 
of  the  Northern  Pacific  railroad.  As  soon  as  it  is 
learned  that  a  car  of  coal  is  to  arrive,  teams  line 
up  and  wait  for  the  arrival  of  the  local  freight 
for  hours. 

A  retail  coal  business  is  to  be  organized  at 
Sheboygan,  Mich.,  by  Lombard  &  Rittenhouse 
on  their  property  north  of  Division  street,  near 
the  Michigan  Central  tracks.  Several  cars  of 
coal  have  been  received  and  more  is  on  the  way 
from  the  mines. 

The  general  store,  living  apartments,  coal  sheds 
containing  200  tons  of  coal,  the  lumber  yards  and 
barns,  belonging  to  the  Mosher  &  Sweeting 
Co.,  Kirksville,  Mo.,  were  destroyed  by  fire  sev¬ 
eral  days  ago.  The  flame  was  started  by  light¬ 
ing  a  match  in  a  room  where  a  large  oil  tank 


was  kept.  It  is  estimated  that  the  loss  will 
amount  to  $10,000,  with  insurance  of  only  $3,000. 

On  account  of  the  shortage  of  cars,  the  prices 
of  coal  at  Mattoon,  111.,  have  been  advanced  con¬ 
siderably,  anthracite  advancing  from  $7.50  to 
$7.75  and  mine-run  bituminous  coal  from  $2.50 
to  $2.75  a  ton.  Unless  relief  comes  at  once  fur¬ 
ther  advances  will  occur. 

The  anthracite  tonnage  now  on  hand  at  Alex¬ 
andria,  Ind.,  is  the  smallest  ever  known  at  this 
time  of  the  year,  and  there  is  very  little  wood 
to  be  purchased.  Although  the  city  is  piped  with 
natural  gas,  the  real  reason  for  the  shortage  is 
given  as  the  scarcity  of  cars. 

The  local  coal  dealers  of  Douglas,  Wyo.,  report 
a  serious  coal  famine,  which  is  caused  by  the 
Union  Pacific  railroad  refusing  to  send  any  coal 
to  points  off  its  line.  The  Glenrock  and  Muddy 
mines,  the  only  ones  in  the  vicinity,  are  unable 
to  fill  the  orders  now  coming  in. 

Northern  South  Dakota  is  threatened  with  a 
coal  famine,  due  to  a  scarcity  of  cars,  which  in 
turn  is  attributed  to  the  rush  of  grain  to  the  city 
markets.  If  the  cold  weather  does  not  set  in  too 
abruptly  the  situation  will  not  be  serious,  as 
it  is  expected  cars  will  be  available  in  the  near 
future. 

N.  Van  Sandt,  Sterling,  Ill.,  who  for  thirty 
years  has  conducted  a  retail  coal  and  wood  busi¬ 
ness  at  that  city,  has  just  been  admitted  to  the 
bar.  Mr.  Van  Sandt  is  sixty-five  years  of  age 
and  in  every  respect  a  self-made  man.  He  stands 
high  socially  and  is  known  as  an  energetic  church 
worker. 

The  contract  for  furnishing  the  county  build¬ 
ings  at  Omaha,  Neb.,  has  been  divided  between 
two  coal  dealers  this  winter,  the  Victor  White 
Co.  supplying  the  charity  orders  and  the  anthra¬ 
cite  for  the  courthouse  and  jail  and  the  Central 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.  the  bituminous  coal  required  for 
the  hospital. 

Judge  Barnes,  of  Chicago,  recently  issued  a 
second  mandate  in  the  case  of  the  Retail  Coal 
Dealers’  Association  of  Illinois  and  Wisconsin, 
ordering  the  members  promptly  to  pay  the  fines 
imposed  upon  them  two  years  ago,  when  they 
were  found  guilty  of  a  conspiracy  in  restraint 
of  trade.  The  fines,  amounting  to  $1,094.40,  were 
paid. 

Eastern  Itetail  J^lotes. 

William  Bussinger,  Johnsville,  Pa.,  has  pur¬ 
chased  the  coal  yard  of  the  estate  of  the  late 
D.  R.  Ritchie,  Hatboro,  Pa.,  the  consideration 
being  $5,100. 

The  Kneil  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Westfield,  Mass.,  to  deal  in  coal,  wood,  etc.,  with 
a  capital  of  $10,000.  The  incorporators  are  R. 
H.  Kneil,  S.  B.  Campbell  and  A.  Dalton. 

Local  coal  dealers  at  Nyack,  N.  Y.,  report  a 
shortage  of  the  stove  sizes  of  anthracite,  caused 
by  the  congestion  of  the  freight  traffic  and  in¬ 
ability  to  move  all-rail  coal  promptly. 

Recently  inspectors  of  the  board  of  health 
served  a  notice  on  the  Hudson  River  Electric 
Co.,  Utica,  N.  Y.,  to  abate  the  bituminous  coal 
nuisance  existing  at  its  plant  in  that  city. 

The  local  coal  dealers  of  Plainfield,  N.  J.,  are 
preparing  a  list  of  deadbeats  for  mutual  use  Jo 
keep  themselves  informed  as  to  the  financial 
status  of  customers  who  apply  for  credit. 

The  William  McEwan  Coal  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  with  a  capital  of 
$75,000.  The  incorporators  are  E.  W.  Pierce, 
A.  O.  Young,  M.  C.  Converse  and  W.  W.  James. 

J.  &  A.  Steinberg  &  Kaplan  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  113  Passaic  street,  Passaic,  N.  J.,  with 
a  capital  of  $25,000,  as  wholesale  and  retail  coal 
and  wood  dealers.  The  incorporators  are  J. 
Steinberg,  Albert  Steinberg,  Frank  Steinberg 
and  William  H.  Smith. 

The  Consumers’  Ice  Co.,  Burlington,  Vtf,  will 
open  a  coal  department  and  it  is  expected  that  the 
title  of  the  firm  will  be  changed  to  the  People’s 
Coal  &  Ice  Co.  The  present  officers  of  the  com¬ 
pany  are  E.  S.  Adist,  president,  and  A.  O.  Fer¬ 
guson,  treasurer  and  manager. 

The  passing  of  the  Rutland  railroad  into  the 
control  of  the  New  York  Central  has  made 


possible  the  bringing  of  more  all-rail  coal  into 
Burlington,  Vt.,  whereas  the  larger  part  of  the 
tonnage  was  formerly  brought  by  vessel.  This 
means  of  transportation  will  insure  less  break¬ 
age,  as  the  coal  will  not  have  to  be  handled  at 
tidewater. 

All  grades  of  coal  have  been  advanced  in  price 
at  Boston,  Mass.  The  increase  on  all  anthracite, 
except  furnace  and  pea,  was  fifty  cents  per  ton, 
the  latter  advancing  twenty-five  cents  a  ton.  This 
is  the  regular  advance  made  every  winter  and 
came  six  weeks  later  this  year  than  last. 

The  Dundee  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
219  Central  avenue,  Passaic,  N.  J.,  to  deal  in 
coal  and  mining  properties.  'I'he  capital  of  the 
company  is  $25,000  and  the  incorporators  are  P. 
Richmond,  M.  Richmond,  Samuel  B.  Steinberg, 
Bella  Steinberg,  Hyman  Richmond  and  Harris 
Evansky. 

Southern  Retail  Notes. 

It  is  expected  that  the  retail  price  of  all  coal 
in  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  will  be  advanced  twenty-five 
cents  a  ton  in  the  near  future. 

The  coal  yards  of  the  Independent  Coal  Co., 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  have  been  moved  from  202 
Morgan  street  to  327  E.  Jackson  ave.,  where  the 
firm  will  continue  in  business. 

After  four  weeks  of  serious  illness  from  can¬ 
cer  of  the  stomach,  William  R.  Walker  Sr., 
prominent  in  the  coal  business  at  Jeffersonville, 
Ky.,  died  at  his  home,  121  West  Market  street, 
in  that  city.  He  is  survived  by  his  widow  and 
five  children. 

Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 

The  Acme  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  by  J.  W.  Thompson,  C.  L. 
Hartenfels  and  L.  R.  Witty. 

The  Swansea  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Belleville,  Ill.,  with  a  capital  of  $1,000.  The 
incorporators  are  Thomas  Fischer,  N.  Raab  and 
others. 

The  East  Creek  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Portland,  Ore.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $100,- 
000,  by  H.  H.  Parker,  A.  E.  Gebhardt  and  S.  B. 
Linthicum. 

The  Paradise  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Duquoin,  Ill.,  by  John  Forester,  James 
Forester  and  Guy  C.  Gibson.  The  capital  of*  the 
corporation  is  $5,000. 

The  Mystic  Block  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorpo¬ 
rated  at  Mystic,  Iowa,  with  a  capital  of  $1,000,000. 
The  incorporators  are  W.  H.  Jones,  W.  Over¬ 
man  and  William  Foulks. 

The  Lincoln  Mining  Co.  has  filed  papers  of  in¬ 
corporation  at  Lincoln,  Ill.  The  incorporators 
are  David  H.  Harts,  Frank  Herer,  David  H. 
Harts  Jr.  The  capital  of  the  company  is  $2,500 
divided  into  shares  of  $100  each. 

The  Patoka  River  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorpo¬ 
rated  at  Huntingsburg,  Ind.,  by  S.  H.  Wulf- 
mann,  H.  P.  Klein  and  A.  H.  Koerner.  The 
capital  of  the  company  is  $200,000. 

The  Illinois  Coalette  Fuel  &  Mining  Co.  has 
been  incorporated  at  Alton,  Ill.,  with  a  capital  of 
$1,000,000.  The  incorporators  are  E.  D.  Misner, 
George  E.  Wilkinson  and  H.  L.  Hanford. 

The  Star  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Toledo,  Ohio,  with  a  capital  of  $40,000.  The 
incorporators  are  L.  A.  Levison,  J.  H.  Jacobson, 
Louis  Epstein,  D.  J..  Epstein  and  C.  J.  Long. 

General  Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

Representatives  of  the  Frisco  railroad  have 
been  taking  options  on  land  in  the  southeastern 
part  of  Vigo  county,  Ind. 

Relay  mine  No.  3,  of  the  Centerville  Block 
Coal  Co.,  Centerville,  Iowa,  was  recently  damaged 
by  fire  to  the  extent  of  $5,000.  The  damage  was 
fully  covered  by  insurance. 

A  fire  is  raging  in  the  mine  of  the  Youghio- 
gheny  &  Ohio  Coal  Co.,  near  Amsterdam,  Ohio. 
It  originated  from  a  shot  fired  by  Giarles  Hoff¬ 
man,  who  was  fatally  burned.  All  of  the  200 
miners  escaped  but  many  were  slightly  burned. 
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Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  ^lotes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

The  New  Cedar  Grove  Coal  &  Brick  Co.  ha.s 
been  incorporated  at  Cedar  Grove,  W.  Va  .  with 
a  capital  of  $2.'), 000,  by  Leo  Schaffer,  Ileiiry 
Caldcrwood  and  Thomas  Boyd. 

I  he  New  Jersey  Mineral  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  East  Orange,  N.  J.,  to  mine  coal,  etc., 
with  a  capital  of  $2,000,000.  The  incorporators 
are  11.  M.  Picking,  Charles  O.  Geyer  and  A.  W. 
Condit. 

I  he  Duplex  Metals  Co.  has  been  incori)orated 
at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  with  a  capital  of  $2,000,000, 
by  B.  1',.  Eldrcd,  Bronx villc,  II.  A.  Bingbam  and 
.A.lcxandcr  F.  Garbe,  New  York  city,  to  deal  in 
metals,  coal  and  coke. 

1  he  Empire  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Dover,  Del.,  to  engage  in  a  general  mining  busi¬ 
ness.  1  he  incorporators  of  the  company  arc 
all  of  Nashville,  'I'enn.,  and  the  capital  of  the 
company  is  $100,000. 

1  he  Cosmopolitan  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Connellsville,  Pa.,  with  a  capital 
of  $1,000,000  by  W.  II.  Cochran  and  W.  Atkin¬ 
son.  The  company  will  develop  a  tract  of  land  in 
Braxton  county,  W.  Va. 

The  Jefferson  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Charleston,  W.  Va.,  with  a  capital  of  $10,000, 
I’y  J-  Q-  Dickinson,  A.  E.  Humphreys,  W.  S. 
Edwards,  F.  A.  Smith  and  B.  Minor,  to  mine 
coal  and  manufacture  lumber. 

The  Dixon-Pocahontas  Fuel  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Macdonald,  W.  Va.,  by  S.  Dixon, 
J.  W.  Smiley,  W.  K.  Smiley,  James  Faulkner 
and  F.  W.  Scarborough  to  mine  coal  and  man¬ 
ufacture  coke.  The  capital  of  the  company  is 
$200,000. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

Work  on  the  new  breaker  at  Marion  Heights, 
Pa.,  is  rapidly  nearing  completion. 

The  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.  has  instituted  a 
suit  in  equity  against  Thomas  H.  Atherton  and 
others,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  restraining  them  from 
terminating  a  coal  mining  lease  held-by  this  com¬ 


pany,  as  valuable  improvements  have  been  made 
on  the  land  since  the  time  it  was  leased.  To  ter¬ 
minate  it  now  would  be  doing  a  great  injustice  to 
the  plaintiff  corporation  and  cause  loss. 

C.  C.  VV'olfe  and  J.  N.  Montgomery,  who  re¬ 
cently  purchased  2,000  acres  of  coal  land  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  Pa.,  have  now  transferred  the  land  to 
Washington  capitalists. 

'1  he  coal  storage  yards  being  erected  at  Ransom, 
Pa.,  by  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.  are  nearly 
completed,  and  it  is  expected  that  coal  will  be 
stored  there  within  a  short  time. 

W.  J.  Parshall  and  James  Henderson,  Union- 
town,  Pa.,  have  i)urchased  fifty-five  acres  of  coal 
land  in  Nicholson  township  from  J.  J.  Hon- 
saker.  'I'he  consideration  was  $20,000. 

'I  he  Kittanning  Iron  &  Steel  Co.  has  decided 
to  build  a  coke  plant  at  Mosgrove,  Pa.,  and 
several  hundred  acres  of  farm  and  coal  lands 
have  been  purchased.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
plant  will  cost  $200,000. 

'I'he  J.  W.  Ellsworth  Coal  Co.  has  let  the  con¬ 
tract  for  the  erection  of  seventy-five  new  coke 
ovens  at  Scenery  Hill.  Pa.  The  contract  call's 
for  the  completion  of  one  oven  per  day  until 
the  seventy-five  are  in  readiness. 

Forty-five  damage  suits,  growing  out  of  the 
eviction  of  miners  last  winter,  were  filed  at 
Charleston,  W.  Va.,  against  the  leading  coal  com¬ 
panies  in  the  contiguous  fields.  The  damages 
asked  amount  to  a  total  of  $112,000. 

A  Pittsburg  syndicate  recently  purchased  from 
John  Ames,  Washington,  Pa.,  a  block  of  ninety- 
two  acres  of  undeveloped  coal  Itfnd  near  Odell 
for  $176  an  acre,  this  being  the  largest  amount 
ever  paid  in  that  field  for  coal  land. 

The  Carnbridge  Coal  Co.  has  filed  its  demurrer 
to  the  equity  suit  recently  instituted  by  the  bor¬ 
ough  of  Girardville,  Pa.,  to  restrain  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  and  ten  other  companies  from  depositing 
culm  and  coal  dirt  in  Mahanoy  creek. 

By  a  series  of  transactions  recently  concluded 
in  Uniontown,  Pa.,  25,000  acres  of  choice  coal 
in  Monongalia  and  Marion  counties.  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  have  passed  into  the  hands  of  a  syndicate 
of  capitalists,  who  pay  the  former  owners  about 
$2,500,000  for  their  holdings.  It  is  not  known 


who  the  purchasers  are,  but  there  is  a  rumor  that 
the  land  has  been  purchased  for  the  Fairmont 
Coal  Co. 

A  large  safe  in  the  office  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Coal  Co.,  at  Eleo,  Pa.,  was  recently  wrecked 
by  robbers,  but  very  little  money  was  secured, 
as  the  funds  to  meet  the  company’s  pay  roll 
had  been  distributed  the  day  previous. 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 
to  meet  the  big  demand  for  steam  and  domestic 
sizes,  is  now  shipping  anthracite  from  its  local 
storage  yards  at  Mahanoy  City.  Pa.,  where  over 
2.50,000  tons  were  stored  last  summer. 

I  he  culm  bank  at  the  Seneca  colliery  of  the  Le¬ 
high  Valley  Coal  Co.,  Pittston,  Pa.,  is  burning 
and  a  gang  of  men  are  working  day  and  night 
trying  to  extinguish  the  flames.  In  addition, 
a  channel  has  been  cut  through  the  pile  to  limit 
the  burning  area. 

The  Century  coke  plant,  on  Dunlap’s  creek, 
near  Brownsville,  Pa.,  was  sold  recently  to  C.  E. 
Lenhart,  of  the  Fayette  Coke  Co.,  and  J.  II. 
Hillman,  of  Pittsburg,  who  e.xpect  to  form  the 
Century  Coke  Co.  and  take  in  a  number  of  other 
capitalists  as  stockholders. 

T.  A.  Taylor,  one  of  the  leading  coal  mine  ope¬ 
rators  at  Uniontown.  Pa.,  has  let  the  contract 
for  sinking  a  new  shaft  at  a  cost  of  $56,000.  The 
shaft  will  be  large  enough  for  four  cages,  and 
will  have  a  capacity  for  .2,000  tons  daily,  which 
is  the  largest  in  that  field. 

Eight  men  were  recently  killed  and  a  number 
injured  in  a  gas  explosion  at  the  new  workings 
of  the  Braznell  Coal  Co.,  of  Pittsburg.  The  e.x- 
plosion  occurred  at  a  depth  of  fifty  feet  and  the 
victims  had  absolutely  no  chance  of  escape,  be¬ 
ing  imprisoned  between  narrow  walls. 

Great  excitement  has  resulted  among  the  citi- 
pns  on  account  of  the  settling  of  the  old  work¬ 
ings  of  the  _Mary  Vein  colliery  at  that  place. 
This  has  continued  for  the  past  ten  days.  Several 
of  the  houses  in  the  neighborhood  have  been 
damaged  by  the  cave-in,  and  a  number  of  homes 
have  been  abandoned. 

A  death  benefit  plan  has  been  agreed  upon  bv 
the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.,  and  its  emploves. 
The  company  agrees  to  pay  to  the  family'  of 
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each  man  killed  from  accident  in  the  mines, 
$50  and  at  the  same  time  to  add  $1.00  to  the 
fund  from  the  wages  of  each  miner,  and  fifty 
cents  from  the  wages  of  each  laborer. 

Louis  Keiper,  C.  R.  Trent  and  several  other 
capitalists  whose  names  are  withheld,  have  pur¬ 
chased  the  Louis  Berkebile  mine  in  the  seventh 
ward,  Johnstown,  Pa.,  and  have  also  secured 
375  acres  of  land  adjoining  from  the  Jerry  Wal¬ 
ter  and  the  Griffith  heirs.  The  price  paid  for  the 
property  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  $120,000. 

Charles  Mcllvain,  of  Butler,  Pa.,  has  been 
appointed  receiver  of  the  National  Coal  Co., 
New  Castle,  Pa.,  by  Judge  Galbreath,  at  the 
request  of  P.  F.  McCool,  president  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  who,  after  the  other  officials  had  taken  pos¬ 
session  of  the  mines  and  property,  commenced 
equity  proceedings  asking  for  the  appointment 
of  a  receiver. 

I.  A.  Stearns,  superintendent  of  the  properties 
of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  has  resigned  and  will 
leave  for  California  within  a  short  time  to  as¬ 
sume  a  responsible  position  in  that  part  of  the 
country.  D.  Davis,  who  has  had  charge  of  the 
company’s  mines  in  the  Hazelton  district,  will  be 
sent  to  Drifton  to  take  charge  of  the  collieries 
there.  T.  Thomas,  who  has  had  charge  of  the 
West  Pittston  division,  will  succeed  Mr.  Davis 
at  Hazelton,  and  will  be  succeeded  by  W.  D. 
Owens,  who  has  been  in  charge  of  the  Exeter 
colliery  at  West  Pittston. 

Literary  Notes, 

The  Delineator  for  December  is  an  example  of  the 
great  progress  that  has  been  made  in  colored  illustrat¬ 
ing  that  has  been  made  in  magazine  literature  in  recent 
years.  The  color  work  throughout  the  magazine  is  ex¬ 
ceptional  and  sets  a  high  standard  for  other  publishers 
to  follow. 

The  printing  of  Alfred  Domett’s  “Christmas  Hymn” 
in  illuminated  text  with  four  illustrations  by  F.  X. 
Leyendecker  in  full  color,  beside  eight  other  pages  in 
tint,  makes  the  Christmas  Century  a  magazine  rich  in 
color,  .\mong  the  pictures  in  tint  will  be  Timothy  Cole’s 
wood  engraving  of  Zurbaran’s  “Saint  Catharine  in  Pray¬ 


er,”  a  picture  of  the  Christ  by  Paul  Julien  Meylan,  and 
Andre  Castaigne’s  drawing  of  an  interior  of  the  Hotel 
de  Crillon-Polignac.  There  will  be  also  four  full  page 
productions,  in  black  and  white,  of  drawings  by  Thorn¬ 
ton  Oakley  of  interesting  scenes  in  lower  New  York. 

“Soldiers  of  the  Common  Good”  is  Charles  Edward 
Russell’s  term  for  the  brave  and  thoughtful  men  who,  in 
every  modern  civilized  country,  are  striving  to  promote 
the  greater  welfare  of  the  millions;  dramatic  and  pro¬ 
foundly  moving  are  the  tales  of  these  sociological  pio¬ 
neers,  which  he  tells  in  the  opening  chapters  of  his  new 
serial  in  the  December  Everybody’s.  How  many  Amer- 
'cans  know  the  history  of  the  Toad  Lane  weavers,  who, 
by  saving  twopence  a  week,  founded  the  great  system 
of  cooperation  in  England?  Or  how  many  of  us  rea¬ 
lize,  for  that  matter,  the  tremendous  hold  that  co-opera¬ 
tion  has  on  the  industrial  life  of  Groat  Rritain  today? 
The  citizen  who  has  hope  for  the  future  will  find  this 
good  reading.  It  is  a  splendid  offset,  as  well,  for  the 
appalling  disclosures  made  this  montli  by  Mr.  Lawson 
in  “Frenzied  Finance.”  With  his  usual  couragous  ean- 
dor,  Mr.  Lawson  now  makes  public  the  ghastly  plot 
whereby  “Standard  Oil”  tried  to  make  millions  from  the 
fatal  illness  of  President  McKinley.  He  also  relates  a 
momentous  instance  of  treachery  on  the  part  of  H.  H. 
Rogers;  and  gives  a  remarkably  convincing  pen-picture  of 
that  sturdy  buccaneer  of  finance,  J.  Pierpont  Morgan. 
A  narrative  of  peculiar  interest  is  that  of  Ibn  Jubayr 
Ali,  who  tells  of  the  famous  annual  Moslem  pilgrimage 
to  Mecca,  the  holy  city  of  the  Mohammedans.  The  re¬ 
markable  photographs  accompanying  this  article  made 
by  express  command  of  the  Sultan  of  Turkey,  are  unique 
in  the  history  of  magazine  illustration.  Two  articles  of 
profound  interest  to  women  are  “The  Autobiography  of 
an  “Old  Maid,”  an  anonymous  confession  of  singular 
forcefulness  and  truth;  and  the  conclusion  of  Juliet 
Wilbor  Tompkins’  remarkable  history  of  the  career  of 
“Ella  Rawls  Reader,  Financier.”  Effort  has  been  made 
to  make  the  Christmas  number  of  Everybody’s  exception¬ 
ally  strong  in  fiction.  The  first  instalment  of  Rex  E. 
Beach’s  powerful  _  romance  of  the  Alaskan  gold  fields, 
“The  Spoilers,”  indicates  that  this  is  a  pretty  close 
approximation  of  the  long  sought  for  “American  novel.” 
It  is  a  stirring  story;  and  it  is  not,  as  certain  intrigu¬ 
ing  politicians  will  observe,  entirely  the  product  of  Mr. 
Beach’s  imagination.  Supplementing  the  novel  are  a 
characteristically  spirited  story  by  O.  Henry,  perhaps  the 
most  popular  of  American  short  story  writers;  Booth 
Tarkington’s  “Lord  Jerningham,”  one  of  the  best  love 
stories  of  the  year;  and  Grace  S.  Richmond’s  “On  Christ¬ 
mas  Day  in  the  Morning,”  a  thoroughly  fresh  and  charm¬ 
ing  “home  story.”  “The  Capitulation  of  Suzanne”  is 
a  love  story  of  Christmas  in  the  Adirondack!!,  by  Eleanor 
Hoyt  Brainerd.  Hugh  Pendexter  has  a  brilliantly  humor¬ 
ous  skit,  “An  Arctic  Circle  Touch-Down,”  and  there  are 
admirable  “Little  Stories”  by  Grace  Lathrop  Collin  and 
G.  W.  Ogden.  Hartley  Davis  continues  his  dramatic 
department,  “The  Players.” 


Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Southern  Enterprises. 

The  East  Kentucky  Coal  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Frankfort,  Ky.,  with  a  capital  of 
$1,000,  to  operate  in  Boyd  county. 

The  Excelsior  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  with  a  capital  of  $150,000, 
of  which  $75,000  has  been  paid  in.  The  incor¬ 
porators  are  J.  M.  Baxter,  F.  L.  Mulky  and 
W.  F.  Blocker. 

The  Empire  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Empire,  Ky.,  with  a  capital  of  $100,000  to  operate 
coal  mines.  The  incorporators  of  the  company 
are  W.  T.  Rutland,  J.  D.  Anderson  and  C.  H. 
Dezevallos,  all  of  Nasliville,  Tenn. 

General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Alabama  Consolidated  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  will 
build  fifty  new  coke  ovens  at  Lewisburg,  Ala., 
in  addition  to  the  fifty  ovens  contracted  for  last 

July- 

Coal  wheelers  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  have  served 
notice  on  the  employers  that  unless  an  increase 
of  ten  cents  an  hour  in  their  wages  is  granted 
at  once  they  will  all  go  on  strike. 

D.  C.  Wallace,  representing  Pennsylvania  cap¬ 
italists,  is  in  Tennessee  at  present  looking  over 
the  coal  fields.  A  purchase  of  a  number  of  tracts 
of  land  is  expected  within  a  few  weeks. 

The  large  stock  stables  and  blacksmith  shops 
of  the  West  Kentucky  Coal  Co.,  Sturgis,  Ky., 
recently  caught  fire  from  an  unknown  source  and 
property  amounting  to  $3,000  was  destroyed. 

The  monthly  statement  of  the  bureau  of  com¬ 
merce  and  labor  says  in  regard  to  the  coal 
shipped  from  Newport  News  and  Norfolk,  Va. : 
Coal  shipments  from  both  Norfolk  and  Newport 
News  during  the  present  year  show  good  gains 
over  the  same  time  last  year.  In  1904  Norfolk 
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shipped  190,598  tons,  and  this  year,  to  September 
Uiirtieth  has  shipped  227,683  tons;  Newport  News 
in  1904  shipped  232,993,  and  in  1905  shipped 
259,103. 

The  Fort  Smith  &  Western  railroad  announces 
that  it  will  begin  immediately  to  construct  100 
additional  coking  ovens  at  McCnrtain,  I.  T.,  in¬ 
creasing  the  capacity  of  the  plant  from  7,000  to 
48,000  tons  per  month. 

The  opening  of  a  direct  line  of  railroad  from 
Muskogee,  I.  T.,  to  the  Hcnryetta  coal  fields  has 
brought  cheaper  coal  for  that  city.  A  contract 
was  signed  last  week  for  the  delivery  of  500 
cars  of  coal  at  $2.65  a  ton. 

The  International  Harvester  Co.,  Chicago,  Ill., 
which  has  purchased  15,000  acres  of  coal  land  in 
Harlan  county,  Ky.,  has  selected  a  site  and 
completed  arrangements  for  the  building  of  a 
large  number  of  coke  ovens. 

Work  is  well  advanced  along  the  line  of  the 
street  railway  extension  to  the  Deane  mines,  west 
of  Owensboro,  Ky.,  and  it  is  asserted  that  the 
road  will  be  in  operation  and  coal  will  be  delivered 
in  the  city  within  three  weeks. 

Non-union  coal  miners  have  gone  to  Sturgis, 
Ky.,  to  work  in  the  mines  of  the  Western  Ken¬ 
tucky  Coal  Co.,  where  a  strike  of  union  miners 
has  been  in  progress  for  several  weeks.  They 


are  housed  by  the  company  in  stockades  and 
guarded  by  detectives,  which  is  causing  con¬ 
siderable  excitement  among  the  union  men. 

The  Henry  E.  Weaver  Coal  Co.,  of  Chicago, 
has  leased  the  coking  plant  of  the  Chicago- 
Tennessee  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  at  Waldensia,  Tenn., 
and  will  fire  the  ovens  within  a  few  days,  pre¬ 
paratory  work  already  having  begun. 

While  prospecting  for  oil,  ten  miles  north  of 
Barboursville,  Ky.,  a  seven-foot  vein  of  coal 
was  encountered  at  a  depth  of  300  feet.  The 
coal  is  said  to  be  of  the  Cumberland  vein,  one 
of  the  hardest  bituminous  coals  known. 

'I'he  West  Kentucky  Coal  Co.  has  purchased 
all  the  remaining  holdings  of  the  Cumberland 
Land  &  Iron  Co.  at  Sturgis,  Ky.,  at  $125  per  acre, 
town  lots  and  all.  This  deal  guarantees  the  build¬ 
ing  of  several  hundred  new  houses  in  Sturgis 
at  once. 

A  petition  to  President  Roosevelt  against  the 
Esch-Townsend  bill,  or  any-  similar  rate  legisla¬ 
tion  designed  to  interfere  with  the  fixing  of  rates 
by  the  railroads  was  the  result  of  a  meeting  of 
mine  owners  and  operators  held  in  Louisville, 
Ky.,  recently. 

The  Kentucky  Coal  Co.,  operating  mines  at 
Paducah,  Ky.,  has  purchased  a  fleet  of  fifty  new 
coal  barges  and  flats,  which  are  now  moored  in 


the  Allegheny  river.  The  steamer  Harvester, 
owned  by  the  company,  will  tow  the  craft  to  the 
Paducah  mines. 

The  ocean  going  coal  barge,  F.  Pendleton,  while 
lying  at  anchor  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  was  cut  in  two 
and  sunk  by  the  Kershaw,  of  the  Merchants’  & 
Miners’  Transportation  Co.  The  entire  crew  of 
the  Pendleton  was  rescued  by  the  Kershaw,  wKich 
was  not  damaged. 

A  new  coal  mine  is  being  opened  up  in  the 
Oliver  Springs  district,  near  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
by  J.  K. .  Butler,  a  prominent  operator.  A  sec¬ 
ond  mine  will  be  opened  up  in  December  in  the 
same  field  by  the  Poplar  Creek  Co.,  already  op¬ 
erating  one  mine  in  the  district. 

It  is  believed  that  the  output  of  coal  for  the 
year  1905  in  Alabama  will  exceed  that  of  last 
year,  when  something  over  11,000,000  tons  were 
mined.  It  is  not  believed,  however,  that  the 
production  this  year  will  exceed  12,000,000  tons, 
as  the  strike  of  the  miners  has  reduced  pro¬ 
duction  slightly. 

The  first  damage  suit  resulting  from  the 
Fraterville  mine  explosion,  w;hich  occurred  nearly 
three  years  ago  at  Fraterville,  near  Knoxville, 
Tenn.,  to  reach  the  supreme  court,  was  decided 
several  days  ago  when  the  court  sustained  a 
verdict  for  $5,000  in  favor  of  N.  J.  Green  against 
the  East  Tennessee  Coal  Co. 
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General  Review 

Weather  conditions  are  such  an  important  factor  in  the  coal 
market  at  tliis  season  of  the  year  that  they  largely  control  its  desti¬ 
nies.  This  is  evident  from  a  consideration  of  tlie  situation  as  it  ex¬ 
isted  the  early  part  of  the  week.  In  both  tlie  east  and  the  west 
mild  temperatures  were  the  rule,  as  a  consequence  of  which  prices 
began  to  dip  and  sag  a  trifle  and  coal  juen  began  to  be  blue. 
Pessimism  develops  very  rapidly  when  there  are  a  few  cars  of  coal 
on  track  and  the  public  is  not  taking  as  large  a  tonnage  as  usual. 
The  latter  part  of  the  week  witnessed  a  change,  however.  The  bliz¬ 
zard  and  cold  wave  which  originated  in  the  northwest  in  the  vicinity 
of  Medicine  Hat  and  extended  east  across  the  gi’eat  lakes  resulted  in 
a  much  stronger  market  at  every  point  where  it  touched.  Prices 
began  to  advance  within  a  few  hours  after  the  cold  wave  was  re¬ 
ported,  and  buyers  who  had  not  covered  their  requirements  began  to 
.  take  an  active  interest  in  the  situation. 

The  market  for  coal  from  now  till  the  middle  of  next  March  will 
be  on  a  weather  basis  most  of  the  time.  Soft  spots  will  frequently 
develop  when  the  temperature  is  mild,  and  there  occasionally  will 
be  demurrage  coal  available  which  can  be  picked  up  below  the  pre¬ 
vailing  price  on  spot  product.  But  these  will  be  rare  exceptions. 
Every  indication  points  to  the  maintenance  of  prices  on  about  the 
same  basis  as  at  present,  although  it  would  not  be  surprising  if  there 
were  some  substantial  advances.  In  a  general  way  it  is  safe  to 
assume  that  prices  will  be  higher  before  they  are  lower,  and  it  may 
be  possible  that  the  present  range  of  values  will  be  the  lowest  of 
almost  the  entire  season. 

With  the  advent  of  December,  three  months  have  passed  dur¬ 
ing  which  the  car  shortage  was  a  potential  factor  in  curtailing  the 
amount  of  coal  that  could  be  produced.  Most  of  the  time  the  pro¬ 
duction  averaged  from  fifteen  to  fifty  per  cent  below  normal.  This 
interruption  to  mining  occurred  at  a  time  in  the  year  when  the  out¬ 
put  of  the  bituminous  mines  generally  is  at  the  maximum  point. 
Buyers  are  in  the  market  to  meet  current  requirements,  and  in  addi¬ 
tion  store  coal  where  they  have  facilities,  against  any  future  needs 
that  may  occur.  In  some  few  localities  it  is  possible  a  light  tonnage 
may  have  gone  into  storage  during  the  past  three  months,  but  gen¬ 
erally  on  the  first  of  December  stocks  of  coal  throughout  the  country 
were  about  as  small  as  they  have  been  at  any  time  since  the  last 
anthracite  strike.  From  this  time  forward  the  coal  that  is  consumed 
must  be  taken  out  of  the  ground,  and  it  will  doubtless  go  into  con¬ 
sumption  as  rapidly  as  it  is  produced.  Stringency  in  supplies  will 
develop  whenever  transportation  is  interrupted  or  impeded  by  storms 
or  cold  weather,  and  the  consequence  will  be  that  at  many  points 
there  will  be  conditions  approaching  those  of  a  famine  at  different 
periods.  These  conditions  will  apply  more  particularly  in  the  smaller 
towns  and  cities  where  buyers  are  not  always  forehanded  in  taking 
in  their  coal  and  where  already  they  have  suffered  to  a  considerable 
extent. 

Car  Supply  Shows  Slight  Improvement. 

The  situation  as  to  cars  at  the  bituminous  mines  seems  to  have 
shown  a  slight  improvement  during  the  past  week.  This  is  more 
noticeable  in  the  eastern  fields  than  in  the  western.  The  mild 
weather  for  ten  days  up  to  Wednesday  and  Thursday  of  this  week 
was  of  great  benefit  to  transportation  companies  in  meeting  traffic 
conditions.  It  enabled  them  to  haul  tonnage  which  was  urgent,  and 
the^  are  now  fairly  well  cleaned  iq)  to  take  care  of  the  new  business 
which  will  develop  during  the  winter.  It  is  not  to  be  assumed  that 
the  car  shortage  is  endsd  by  any  means.  The  improvement  has  only 
been  slight,  and  if  there  are  a  sufficient  number  of  cars  to  permit  all 
the  coal  mines  in  the  country  to  operate  on  a  normal  basis  by  January 
first  it  will  be  remarkable.  In  the  western  states  two  of  the  great 
trunk  lines  are  badly  handicapped  in  taking  care  of  their  coal  ton¬ 
nage,  while  in  the  east  foreign  roads  are  not  receiving  the  usual 
tonnage  from  the  main  lines  where  it  originates,  owing  to  the  scarcity 
of  equipment. 

There  is  mpeh  speculation  as  to  the  effect  the  close  of  lake  navi¬ 
gation  will  have  on  the  situation  as  to  car  supply.  The  lieavy 
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and  severe  storm  on  Lake  Su{)erior  this  week  is  likely  to  have  an 
influence  on  lake  shipping  and  bring  it  to  a  close  soinewliat  earlier 
than  expected.  Insurance  will  expire  on  the  fifth  instant,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  which  charters  will  be  made  at  owners’  risk  after  that  date. 
In  all  probability  many  vessel  owners  will  be  inclined  to  lay  up  aftei- 
making  their  last  trip  this  week,  the  cold  weather  and  blizzard  which 
prevailed  in  the  central  west  Wednesday  helping  them  to  that  con¬ 
clusion.  But  the  release  of  cars  from  the  service  to  lake  shipping 
])orts  is  not  likely  to  have  an  immediate  effect  on  the  rail  transpor- 
fation  situation.  The  docks  are  .short  of  considerable  tonnage  which 
it  is  desirable  that  they  should  obtain.  Some  of  them  are  short  of 
Hocking,  while  others  have  a  smaller  tonnage  of  splint  or  smokeless 
coal  than  normal.  As  a  result  of  this  shortage,  it  is  probalfle  that 
considerable  coal  will  be  moved  by  way  of  the  car  ferries  to  north¬ 
western  points  all  winter.  This  will  involve  a  long  haul,  taking  many 
times  the  length  of  tinie  required  in  moving  coal  to  loading  ports  on 
the  great  lakes,  which  will  tie  up  cars  and  reduce  the  amount  of 
their  efficiency. 

Effect  of  Close  of  Navigation. 

To  a  lesser  degree  this  same  principle  will  also  apply  in  the 
movement  of  coal  to  other  rail  points.  The  haul  to  lake  ports  is 
about  the  shortest  from  the  eastern  mines.  When  these  cars  are 
diverted  to  the  rail  trade  they  will  be  away  longer  on  each  trip,  and 
it  mtiy  be  that  for  a  time  production  will  not  be  increased  whatever. 
By  the  first  of  the  year,  however,  there  should  be  an  improvement  in 
car  supply  unless  the  weather  this  month  is  unusually  severe. 

In  the  anthracite  trade  shipping  companies  continue  to  have 
suffleient'  orders  to  absorb  all  the  coal  that  can  be  moved  from  the 
collieries.  Production  at  the  latter  is  more  or  less  curtailed  by  car 
supply  and  will  be  increased  as  soon  as  there  are  better  transporta¬ 
tion  facilities.  IMovement  coastwise  along  the  Atlantic  to  shoal- 
water  and  ice  ports  is  jiractically  ended,  which  is  resulting  in  a  some¬ 
what  better  tonnage  at  the  deep-water  ports.  In  the  eastern  all-rail 
trade  the  conditions  show  no  improvement  whatever.  Buyers  located 
on  foreign  roads  are  endeavoring  to  secure  enough  tonnage  to  meet 
their  current  requirements,  but  not  much  progress  is  being  made  in 
supplying  this  coal,  due  to  the  shortage  of  equipment.  With  heavier 
supplies  in  the  hands  of  tidewater  buyers,  it  is  expected  that  shortly 
there  will  be  an  improvement  in  the  all-rail  tonnage.  Steam  sizes 
continue  to  be  in  most  active  demand,  and  the  tonnage  of  pea  coal 
has  been  absorbed  so  readily  that  some  shippers  are  exacting  and 
can  obtain  a  premium  for  newly  mined  product.  Much  of  this  is 
going  into  storage  in  anticipation  of  any  labor  troubles  that  may  occur 
next  spring. 

In  the  western  anthracite  trade,  buyers  dependent  upon  all-rail 
deliveries  are  short  of  coal.  ]\Iost  all  of  the  equipment  available  in 
the  region  has  been  pressed  into  service  during  the  past  fortniglit  in 
moving  coal  to  Buffalo  for  shipment  up  the  lakes.  As  a  result  the 
volume  of  tonnage  moving  by  rail  has  been  materially  reduced,  and 
buyers  have  been  more  or  less  neglected. 

The  eastern  bituminous  trade  continues  on  a  steady  basis  at  all 
points  except  Buffalo.  That  market  is  susceptible  to  rapid  changes, 
and  under  the  influence  of  milder  weather  has  weakened.  At  tide¬ 
water  all  the  coal  available  is  being  readily  absorbed.  Large  con¬ 
sumers  are  taking  more  than  the  monthly  allotment  of  coal  under 
their  contracts,  owing  to  increased  demands  and  a  desire  to  store  sup¬ 
plies  for  any  emergency  which  may  occur  in  the  futun.'.  Prices  rule 
strong  at  the  previous  range  of  prices,  both  at  tide  and  in  the  eastern 
all-rail  trade. 

In  the  west  the  mild  weather  the  early  part  of  the  week  easi-d 
conditions  at  Chicago,  but  the  cold  wave  Wednesday  resulted  in  the 
market  recovering  all  it  had  lost.  Bailroads  are  not  such  active  buy¬ 
ers  as  they  were  a  week  ago,  but  probably  will  be  within  a  few  days, 
as  several  of  them  are  taking  coal  on  a  hand-to-mouth  basis  to  meet 
current  rcquircmients  only.  Some  advances  occurred  in  western  bitu¬ 
minous  jmices  on  the  first,  iiokbly  on  washed  and  smokeless  coals. 
Coke  has  been  demoralized  in  the  Chicago  market  this  week. 
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The  mild  weather  in  Chicago  and  nearly  all 
portions  of  the  west  the  early  part  of  the  week 
developed  a  slight  weakness  in  the  market  quo¬ 
tations  on  hituminous  coal.  Considering  the  fact 
that  prices  during  the  past  two  months  have  been 
continually  advancing  this  reaction  due  to  weather 
conditions  was  comparatively  mild  in  its  effect 
on  prices  and  upon  the  demand.  If  prevailing 
prices  had  been  (lue  to  an  unnatural  stimulus,  the 
influence  of  the  conditions  just  noted  would 
have  been  immediate  and  there  would  have  been 
an  ohl  fashioned  slump.  Some  coals  are  five  to 
fifteen  cents  a  ton  lower  than  they  were  a  week 
ago — this  is  the  extent  of  the  weakness.  The 
underlying  sentiment  of  the  leading  shipping  in¬ 
terests  has  not  changed,  however.  The  large 
factors  in  the  market  are  as  bullish  as  they  ever 
were;  it  is  anticipated  that  all  the  coal  that  can 
be  forwarded  during  December  will  find  a  ready 
market  at  the  present  range  of  prices  or  at  higher 
figures. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  market  is  on  a  weather 
basis.  Prices  will  veer  during  tbe  next  three 
months  with  the  movement  of  the  mercury  up 
or  down.  A  day  or  two  of  cold  weather  now,  or 
an  inch  of  snow  would  result  in  an  immediate 
advance  and  selling  figures  for  spot  product 
would  be  as  strong  as  they  have  been  at  any 
time.  A  continuation  of  the  present  mild  weather 
another  week  or  ten  days  will  result  in  easier 
prices  on  spot  coal.  This  is  the  situation,  and 
those  dealers  and  consumers  who  did  not  take 
advantage  of  the  mild  weather  this  week  by  an¬ 
ticipating  the  future  may  regret  within  a  short 
time  their  failure  to  do  so.  On  the  other  hand 
large  shipping  companies  were  satisfied  to  have 
a  few  days  of  quietness  intervene  following  the 
recent  activity.  It  gave  them  a  brief  breathing 
spell  during  which  they  were  able  to  catch  up 
with  a  few  orders  on  their  books,  some  of  them 
having  been  received  two  or  three  weeks  ago. 
With  the  decks  cleared  for  new  business  when 
it  develops  they  will  be  in  a  better  position  to 
take  care  of  it,  the  consequence  being  that  their 
customers  will  receive  better  service.  So  that 
considered  from  this  standpoint,  it  is  just  as  well 
that  large  steam  users  and  dealers  in  bituminous 
coal  have  not  been  so  actively  in  the  market  to 
purchase  supplies. 

Little  Improvement  in  Transportation. 

While  the  mild  weather  has  been  an  aid  to  the 
transportation  conditions  .  prevailing  throughout 
the  country,  because  they  have  not  grown  worse 
as  they  frequently  do  at  this  season  of  the  year, 
it  is  almost  as  difficult  to  move  coal  tonnage  as 
at  any  time  since  the  early  part  of  September. 
Possibly  the  transportation  conditions  on  the  east¬ 
ern  roads  leading  to  Chicago  have  improved 
slightly.  There  seems  to  be  a  slightly  better  ton¬ 
nage  coming  forward  from  West  Virginia,  west¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  but  the  volume  of 
this  tonnage  is  only  slightly  better  as  compared 
with  previous  weeks.  In  the  west  some  of  the 
railroads  have  adopted  drastic  methods  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  car  situation  from  becoming  worse.  The 
Wabash  seems  to  be  in  about  the  worst  position 
of  any  road  in  western  territory.  Coal  shippers 
having  mines  along  this  line  are  complaining  bit¬ 
terly  because  they  can  not  get  cars.  In  addition 
it  is  claimed  that  an  order  has  been  issued  by  the 
railroad  refusing  to  receive  coal  freight  unless 
final  destination  accompanies  the  consigning  or¬ 
der.  The  Illinois  Central  has  also  adopted  more 
drastic  measures  to  improve  its  car  supply.  It 
has  issued  a  circular  saying  that  none  of  its 
equipment  will  be  permitted  to  leave  its  own  rails. 
In  Chicago  territory  cars  will  be  permitted  to  go 
to  belt  and  transfer  railways,  but  at  other  points 
the  coal  must  be  sold  on  the  line  of  this  company 
or  it  will  not  be  accepted  for  shipment. 

There  seems  to  be  a  slight  improvement  in  the 
movement  of  coal  from  the  Springfield  district  by 
way  of  the  Alton,  but  movement  out  of  Indiana 
over  the  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  railroad  is 
held  up  and  shows  no  change.  There  is  little 
spot  coal  available  at  Chicago  on  track,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  fact  that  Indiana  is  a  large'  pro¬ 
ducer.  Most  tonnage  which  is  being  produced 


evidently  is  being  applied  on  contract,  as  it  docs 
not  constitute  the  factor  it  did  a  few  months  ago. 

The  high  prices  prevailing  in  Chicago  recently 
have  been  the  means  of  attracting  to  this  market 
some  coals  which  ordinarily  do  not  sell  here. 
This  is  particularly  true  of  those  mined  in  fields 
contiguous  to  St.  Louis.  New  Baden  and  other 
southern  Illinois  products  have  been  offered 
rather  freely.  They  come  in  on  a  ninety  cent 
freight  rate  and  have  taken  a  good  position  in 
the  market.  Kentucky  coals  are  also  more  of  a 
feature  than  they  were  and  nearly  every  shipping 
company  has  handled  them  more  or  less.  With 
standard  grades  of  product  in  short  supply  it  is 
natural  that  high  grade  coals  from  other  fields 
should  seek  Chicago  as  an  outlet. 

Prices  to  Advance  Today. 

Some  price  advances  will  occur  on  the  first  of 
the  month.  Producers  of  Carterville  coal  will 
correct  their  list  to  read  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
for  lump  and  egg.  'I'his  has  been  the  price  ob¬ 
tained  for  much  of  the  spot  coal  sold  recently  in 
this  market,  but  only  a  few  of  the  companies 
previously  named  it  officially.  Washed  coals  will 
go  to  $2.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  egg  or  No.  1, 
while  No.  2  will  command  $1.85  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
both  these  figures  being  an  advance  of  twenty- 
five  cents  a  ton. 

Practically  all  the  leading  Indiana  domestic 
sizes  of  No.  6  and  No.  4  will  be  quoted  on  the 
basis  of  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  for  lump  and  egg. 
Smokeless  in  the  standard  grades  is  slated  for 
an  advance  of  anywhere  from  twenty-five  to 
fifty  cents  a  ton,  depending  on  the  field  in 
which  it  is  produced.  In  all  probability  the  lake 
docks  will  make  an  advance  of  twenty-five  cents  a 
ton  on  all  descriptions  of  standard  domestic  coal, 
although  official  confirmation  is  lacking  at  the 
moment. 

Chestnut  Anthracite  Is  Active. 

In  the  western  anthracite  trade  the  whole  cry 
now  is  for  chestnut  coal.  Every  buyer  wants  this 
size,  but  the  supply  is  less  than  it  was  and  some 
of  the  shipping  companies  are  so  short  that  they 
begin  to  wonder  if  any  is  being  produced.  There 
is  always  a  famine  in  chestnut  coal  at  this  sea- 
soh.  It  is  a  certain  harbinger  of  winter  when 
dealers  begin  to  demand  it.  This  year  the  con¬ 
ditions  are  worse  than  they  were  ever  known  to 
be  except  during  strike  years.  Many  dealers  who 
supply  demand  from  householders  neglected  to 
take  in  any  tonnage  of  chestnut  last  summer 
and  as  a  consequence  their  requirements  recently 
have  been  much  greater  than  ordinarily. 

In  the  all-rail  trade  the  shortage  of  this  size 
particularly  is  stringent,  having  developed  greater 
proportions  during  the  past  week.  It  is  claimed 
by  some  of  the  rail  shipping  companies  that  every 
effort  is  now  being  made  to  move  all  possible 
tonnage  to  dock  points  before  the  close  of  navi¬ 
gation.  As  a  consequence,  and  also  due  to  the 
prevailing  shortage  of  cars,  even  less  coal  than 
formerly  is  being  moved  all-rail.  This  is  a  con¬ 
dition  of  affairs  that  will  continue  until  the  close 
of  navigation,  when  it  is  expected  that  movement 
by  the  rail  routes  to  the  western  markets  will 
show  a  substantial  increase.  Many  towns  and 
cities  entirely  dependent  upon  rail  deliveries  are 
short  of  coal  and  any  severe  weather  would  pos¬ 
sibly  result  in  some  suffering  as  a  consequence. 

Lake  Movement  Is  Heavy. 

In  the  lake  trade  the  movement  this  week  will 
be  very  heavy,  due  to  the  near  approach  of  the 
close  of  the  season.  It  does  not  look  now  as  if 
dock  stocks  would  be  any  heavier  than  they  were, 
at  the  close  of  navigation  a  year  ago,  although 
it  was  the  general  expectation  they  would  show 
some  increase  this  season.  There  has  been  such 
a  heavy  current  absorption  of  coal  in  the  east  all 
through  the  new  mining  year  up  to  the  present 
time,  that  the  coal  was  not  available  for  for¬ 
warding.  Should  there  be  a  strike  next  spring 
it  might  find  the  western  docks  nearly  bare. 

At  retail,  dealers  report  that  buying  of  anthra¬ 
cite  has  been  inactive  due  to  the  mild  weather 
which  prevailed.  There  was  a  blizzard  in  the 
northwest  on  Tuesday,  and  immediately  following 
this  consumers  began  to  be  active  factors,  but  in 
other  western  territory  the  market  was  on  a 


weather  basis — consequently  not  much  coal  was 
taken  in. 

In  the  western  bituminous  trade  there  seems  to 
be  an  inclination  on  the  part  of  shipping  compa¬ 
nies  to  advance  the  prices  prevailing  on  standard 
smokeless  coals.  Lump  and  egg  has  not  been 
wholly  active  during  the  past  week,  but  the  new 
prices  which  will  become  effective  today  will  be 
on  the  basis  of  $2.25(W2.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for 
screened  coal  or  $1.20(fi,4.80  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  At 
the  maximum  figure  this  will  practically  put  lump 
and  egg  out  of  the  Chicago  market.  Anthracite 
on  a  comparative  basis  will  be  given  the  prefer¬ 
ence  Ijy  consumers  in  very  many  instances.  Run- 
of-mine  in  the  standard  New  River  and  Pocahon¬ 
tas  grades  is  held  firmly  at  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
today,  and  it  is  believed  this  price  will  prevail 
during  this  month  at  least.  This  is  on  the  basis 
of  $.'{.55  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Tug  River  and  other 
grades  of  smokeless  coal  are  quoted  on  the  basis 
of  $1.35(0,1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.40@3.55 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  War  Eagle  smokeless  is  quoted 
at  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $4.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago, 
while  run-of-mine  is  strong  at  $1.25  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $3.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago 

Position  of  Eastern  Coals. 

Splint  coals  on  the  spot  during  the  week  devel¬ 
oped  some  easier  feeling.  There  have  been  heavy 
shipments  recently  and  where  coal  was  likely  to 
draw  demurrage  charges  soon  it  was  offered  at 
lower  prices  to  move  it.  The  prevailing  quota¬ 
tions  on  the  spot  basis  have  been  $1.50(al-85 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  domestic  lump  or  $3.40@ 
3.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  No  orders  will  be  accepted 
at  the  minimum  figure,  for  shipment  from  the 
mines,  this  price  applj-ing  to  such  coal  as  must  be 
moved  immediately. 

Fairmont  coal  is  not  in  heavy  supply,  although 
it  is  believed  the  movement  will  improve  with 
the  close  of  the  lake  season,  which  is  not  far 
distant.  Then  some  coal  will  be  diverted  to  the 
all-rail  trade.  Current  prices  on  three-quarter 
coal  are  on  the  basis  of  $1.25@1.35  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $3.15@3.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Domestic 
lump  is  held  strong  at  $1.65(^1.75  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $3.55@3.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Youghiogheny  coal  is  being  applied  principally 
on  contracts  and  as  a  consequence  spot  product 
continues  in  short  supply  at  Chicago  and  other 
all-rail  markets.  Current  quotations  are  on  the 
basis  of  $1.60  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  inch  and  a 
quarter  lump  or  $3.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Three- 
quarter  coal  holds  steady  at  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
or  $3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Run-of-mine  is  quoted 
at  $1.30  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.20  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Hocking  in  Peculiar  Position. 

Hocking  coal  has  been  in  a  peculiar  position 
during  the  week.  The  recent  high  prices  for 
this  coal  at  Chicago  have  attracted  all  kinds  of 
cats  and  dogs  to  this  market.  Pittsburg  No.  8, 
Cambridge,  iMassillon  and  other  coals  with  an 
Ohio  shipping  point  have  all  been  sold  as  Hock¬ 
ing.  These  coals  are  in  oversupply  and  are  now 
offered  at  $1.70(gl.85  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  lump 
sizes.  They  are  not  Hocking  coal,  and 'when 
they  are  sold  as  such  a  fraud  is  perpetrated  upon 
the  buyer.  Dealers  should  discriminate  in  pur¬ 
chasing  Hocking  if  they  do  not  want  to  be  vic¬ 
timized.  Standard  Hocking  coal  is  not  in  over- 
supply  and  known  grades  are  not  much  weaker 
than  they  were,  ranging  at  $1.90@2.10  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $3.55(^3.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  free  coal. 
Rail  circular  prices  have  not  been  advanced,  but 
there  continues  to  be  a  genuine  demand  for  these 
coals,  where  their  pedigree  is  known. 

In  Indiana  coals  little  new  business  is  develop¬ 
ing,  most  of  the  shipping  companies  being  over¬ 
sold  on  the  business  in  hand.  Domestic  lump 
from  the  Greene  and  Sullivan  county  fields  is 
quoted  on  the  basis  of  $1.90(g2.00  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $2.70^2.80  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Inch  and  a 
quarter  lump  for  fueling  purposes  has  developed 
some  weakness  and  is  quoted  at  a  wider  range  of 
$1.60(§il.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.40@2.55  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Run-of-mine  coal  is  steady  at  about 
$1.35@1.45  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  little  Indiana  product 
being  offered.  This  is  on  the  basis  of  $2.15@2.25 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago. ,  Screenings  rule  strong  on  In¬ 
diana  product  at  70(^75c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.40 
(^1.55  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  according  to  the  freight 
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rate  in  effect.  Brazil  block  coal  is  quoted  at 
$2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  lump  or  $3.05  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago. 

Western  Coals  More  Plentiful. 

Standard  descriptions  of  Illinois  domestic  coals 
have  developed  some  soft  spots  during  the  week. 
Carterville  lump  and  egg  has  been  offered  at 
$1.75@2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.75@3.00  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Coals  from  Saline  and  Franklin  coun¬ 
ties  are  on  about  the  same  basis.  Washed  coals 
rule  steady  at  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  No.  1 
or  $3.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  No.  2  has  been  quoted 
at  $1.60  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.60  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 


Springfield  coal  has  been  in  oversupply  in  some 
quarters  and  owing  to  the  new  ruling  of  the  Illi¬ 
nois  Central  with  reference  to  cars  has  been  sold 
at  figures  slightly  lower  than  a  week  ago.  Lump 
coal  has  been  sold  at  $1.75@2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
or  $2.50@2.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Inch  and  a  quar¬ 
ter  fueling  coal  has  sold  at  $1.65@1.75  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $2.40(^2.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Run-of 
mine  has  sold  at  $1.30(@1.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$2.05(2;2.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Screenings  have  held 
about  steady  on  tihe  basis  of  60(g65c  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $1.35(gl.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Southern 
Illinois  coals  brought  into  this  market  for  the 
first  time  have  commanded  about  the  same  figures 
as  Springfield,  although  in  some .  instances  lump 
has  sold  at  slightly  higher  prices.  Danville  coal 


offered  in  the  open  market  sells  on  the  basis  of 
Springfield  f.  o.  b.  prices  at  Chicago.  Northern 
Illinois  coals  are  steady  at  the  previous  range  of 
prices. 

In  the  coke  trade  there  has  been  a  slump  on 
standard  foundry  and  furnace  product  and  most 
of  the  shipping  companies  have  been  devoting 
their  energies  to  an  effort  to  prevent  car  service 
from  accruing.  Connellsville  seventy-two  hour 
foundry  coke  is  exceedingly  weak  on  the  basis 
of  $3.25(g3.50  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens  or  $.>.!)0(g6.15 
f.  o.  I).  Chicago.  This  is  for  the  standard  grades. 
Some  tag  ends  were  offered  as  low  as  $5.50  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago,  although  this  occurred  only  in  one  in¬ 
stance.  Southern  foundry  coke  has  slumped  off 
to  the  same  figure  as  Connellsville. 


Market  and  Trade  ^ews  from  the  Pittsburg  Field. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond^ 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Nov.  29. 

The  feature  of  this  week’s  market  is  the  fact 
that  it  is  the  last  week  of  “official”  lake  coal  ship¬ 
ping.  The  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  as  well  as  other 
heavy  lake  shippers,  have  already  been  instructed 
by  the  marine  insurance  companies  that  all  in¬ 
surance  on  lake  navigation  expires  December  fifth 
and  any  movement  thereafter  will  be  carried  on 
at  the  risk  of  the  individual.  In  many  respects 
the  season  now  drawing  to  a  close  has  been  a 
remarkable  one  in  the  lake  coal  trade.  The  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Coal  Co.,  the  heaviest  shipper  in  this  dis¬ 
trict,  announces  that  the  total  tonnage  sent  to  lake 
points  this  season,  including  that  which  wilt  be 
rushed  lakeward  in  the  remaining  five  days  of 
official  shipping  and  possibly  a  week  or  more  of 
“owners-risk”  business  thereafter,  will  exceed  that 
of  the  season  of  1904  by  a  safe  margin.  Last 
year  this  company’s  lake  shipments  aggregated 
3,500,000  tons  and  that  figure  has  already  been 
duplicated.  The  company’s  daily  requisitions  for 
cars  amounts  to  250  beside  its  own  private  roll¬ 
ing  stock.  This  capacity  will  greatly  increase  the 
total  tonnage  which  will  be  shipped  during  the 
next  few  days.  An  official  of  the  company  stated 
to  The  Black  Diamond  today  that  the  expiration 
of  insurance  would  not  stop  the  shipping  of  coal 
to  northwestern  distributing  points  by  vessel  for 
a  short  time  at  least.  The  differential  of  about 
$1.00  per  ton  on  rail  rates  above  water  rates  to 
northwestern  points  makes  any  reasonable  risk 
practicable. 

Local  Market  Continues  Strong. 

The  market  this  week  has  the  same  general 
features  that  have  characterized  it  for  the  past 
fortnight.  Additional  emphasis  may  be  put  on 
the  satisfactory  tone  of  prices  and  the  tendency 
to  advance.  With  Pittsburg  run-of-mine  at  $1.30 
per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  as  a  basis,  the  usual  ten 
cents  differential  for  three-quarter  inch  and  one 
and  a  quarter  inch  coal  continues  to  rule.  Two- 
dollar  coal  is  fast  developing  and  will  be  a  reality 
instead  of  a  promise  if  prices  continue  to  ad¬ 
vance  without  abatement  until  the  new  year. 

River  coal  movement  has  been  at  a  standstill 
for  two  weeks.  Forecasts  point  to  barge  opera¬ 
tions  the  latter  end  of  this  week,  however.  The 
local  pools  are  full  of  loaded  barges  ready  for  a 
start. 

The  retail  trade  has  not  yet  announced  winter 
prices  which  are  generally  effective  about  this 
time,  but  they  are  promised  December  first. 

Car  Supply  Will  Improve. 

,  Probably  one  of  the  most  hopeful  and  signifi¬ 
cant  signs  of  the  car  shortage  situation  is  the 
fact  that  the  leading  railroads  out  of  Pittsburg 
are  annulling  orders  and  restrictions  in  force  at 
the  commencement  of  the  slmrtage,  governing  the 
use  of  their  cars  by  other  roads.  This  action  is 
strongly  indicative  of  an  early  improvement  in 
the  car  supply,  at  least  in  the  opinion  of  trans¬ 
portation  officials.  Whether  the  situation  will  be 
relieved  to  any  great  extent  by  the  cessation  of 
heavy  lake  shipping  remains  to  be  seen.  The 
explanation  given  in  this  review  last  week  point¬ 
ing  to  a  continuation  of  the  shortage  on  account 
of  the  enormous  tonnage  of  finished  iron  and 
steel  product  awaiting  movement  has  met  with  the 
approval  of  many  local  shippers  and  the  freight 
officials  of  the  railroads  tacitly  admit  that  their 
cars  must  be  worked  overtime  to  meet  the  de¬ 


mands  of  the  manufacturers  all  through  the  win¬ 
ter.  They  insist,  however,  that  they  see  a  rift 
in  the  clouds. 

Notwithstanding  the  difficult  position  of  the  coal 
trade  in  point  of  transportation  facilities  it  is 
noteworthy  that  the  railroads  out  of  Pittsburg 
are  making  records  right  along  on  the  tonnage 
handled.  The  coal  and  coke  shipments  of  the 
Pittsburg  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad 
have  exceeded  1,000,000  tons  every  week  for  the 
past  month,  as  shown  by  the  figures  published  in 
The  Black  Diamond. 

Coke  Trade  Shows  Gain. 

The  remarkable  strength  of  the  coke  trade  is 
one  of  the  most  pleasing  features  of  the  situation 
in  this  district.  Nine  out  of  ten  of  the  Pittsburg 
coal  concerns  pay  more  or  less  attention  to  the 
coke  end  oi  the  business  and  every  coal  man  con¬ 
templates  with  satisfaction  the  steady  strides  made 
by  coke.  The  extensive  coke  plant  building  oper¬ 
ations  are  diverting  an  enormous  tonnage  from 
straight  coal  channels  and  operators  say  that  there 
is  now  more  profit  in  coke  production  than  in  the 
sale  of  coal.  The  coke  trade  has  been  singularly 
fortunate  in  the  matter  of  sufficient  car  supply, 
thus  counterbalancing  in  a  measure  the  difficulties 
that  have  been  harrassing  the  coal  trade  for  two 
months  or  more.  Actual  shipments  from  the  field 
are  increasing  weekly  and  the  same  may  be  said 
of  prices.  Circulars  issued  by  coke  and  ore  brok¬ 
ers  show  coke  prices  advancing  hand  in  hand  with 
pig  iron  and  steel.  A  leading  Pittsburg  coke  and 
ore  broker  spoke  in  a  most  encouraging  tone  this 
week  when  he  predicted  four-dollar  coke  by  next 
season. 

Production  for  the  week  has  shown  a  good  gain 
of  6,000  tons  in  the  Connellsville  operations  and 
shipments  made  a  corresponding  increase.  The 
car  supply  is  improved  to  a  great  extent  in  the 
coke  fields,  permitting  the  operation  of  as  many 
ovens  as  can  be  pressed  into  service.  New  ovens 
are  being  fired  every  day  and  plants  that  have 
stood  idle  and  dismantled  for  years  are  being 
rejuvenated.  Western  coke  demands  are  unpre¬ 
cedentedly  heavy  and  all  calls  are  being  met  with 
comparative  ease.  Last  week  there  were  21,721 
ovens  in  operation  in  the  Connellsville  region,  a 
distinct  gain  over  the  previous  week.  The  week’s 
production  was  approximately  278,000  tons  and 
the  shipments  aggregated  12,000  cars,  4,289  going 
to  the  Pittsburg  district,  6,353  cars  west  of  Pitts¬ 
burg  and  1,303  east  of  the  region.  The  ship¬ 
ments  amounted  to  282,787  tons. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

F.  B.  Lockhart,  general  manager  of  the  United 
Coal  Co.,  has  returned  from  a  western  business 
trip. 

John  D.  Silk,  general  sales  agent  for  the  Wil¬ 
liam  A.  Stone  Coal  Co.,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  was 
a  Pittsburg  business  visitor  this  week. 

H.  A.  Kuhn,  president  of  the  Pittsburg  &  West¬ 
moreland  Coal  Co.,  has  been  slightly  indisposed 
during  the  past  week.  He  is  now  able  to  be  about, 
however. 

Capt.  John  Moren,  general  freight  agent  of  the 
Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  is  spending  the  week  in  Memphis,  Tenn., 
on  business. 

George  W.  Theiss,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated 


Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  left  Monday  evening  of  this 
week  for  a  week’s  business  trip  in  the  south. 

L.  B.  Bryden,  of  Grafton,  W.  Va.,  one  of  the 
members  of  the  Davis-Bryden  Coal  Co.,  is  spend¬ 
ing  the  current  week  as  the  guest  of  George  !•'. 
Sellers,  city  ticket  agent  for  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  railroad.  He  is  accompanied  by  his  wife. 

Two  new  Pennsylvania  coal  companies  are  in 
the  field,  articles  of  incorporation  having  been 
filed  this  week.  They  are  the  Bellefield  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  of  Blandsburg,  and  the  Whites  Creek 
Coal  Mining  Co.,  of  Somerset.  The  former  is 
capitalized  at  $25,000  and  the  incorporators  are 
E.  E.  Davis,  of  Johnstown,  R.  L.  Bower,  of 
Blandsburg,  J.  H.  Craig,  H.  W.  Kulp,  W.  H. 
Markley  and  James  Fount,  of  Altoona.  The  di¬ 
rectors  of  the  Whites  Creek  Coal  Mining  Co.  are 
John  N.  Snyder,  W.  W.  Knable  and  W.  B. 
Parker,  all  of  Somerset. 

The  Pittsburg  Coal  Club  is  one  of  the  inter¬ 
esting  possibilities  in  the  near  future.  Steps  were 
taken  several  weeks  ago  looking  toward  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  members  of  the  local  coal  trade, 
including  owners,  officers  and  employes  alike,  and 
a  canvas  is  now  being  made  among  the  trade  mem¬ 
bers.  A  large  number  have  signified  their  willing¬ 
ness  to  become  members  of  the  proposed  club  and 
it  is  expected  that  the  movement  will  be  on  a  sure 
footing  by  the  beginning  of  next  year.  It  is  planned 
to  secure  rooms  in  one  of  the  leading  and  conven¬ 
iently  located  hotels  in  the  city  where  the  members 
will  take  their  luncheons  at  noonday  and  where 
business  and  social  meetings  may  be  held  at  any 
time.  It  is  understood  that  a  like  trade  organiza¬ 
tion  exists  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  it  is  intended 
to  follow  the  lines  of  that  club  and  similar  or¬ 
ganizations  in  other  large  cities. 

The  coal  and  coke  trade  of  western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  this  week  suffered  a  great  loss  in  the 
death  of  Joseph  R.  Laughry,  of  Connellsville,  Pa. 
Mr.  Laughry  died  at  the  age  of  sixty  years  after 
a  protracted  illness.  He  was  well  known  to  the 
Pittsburg  trade,  having  in  his  lifetime  made 
numerous  business  trips  to  this  city.  He  was  at 
one  time  vice-president,  treasurer  and  director 
of  the  Washington  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  and  was  for 
many  years  identified  with  the  coal  mining  inter¬ 
ests  of  Brown  &  Cochran.  The  deceased  was 
born  near  Connellsville.  At  an  early  age  he  com¬ 
menced  working  for  Brown  &  Cochran  at  the 
Connellsville  mines  of  that  company.  He  attend¬ 
ed  the  Iron  City  business  college  of  Pittsburg 
and  later  was  made  head  shiiipin.g  clerk  of  the 
Sterling  mines  of  his  employers.  During  the  ten 
years  following  he  held  the  position  of  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  interests  of  the  same  company  and 
subsequently  became  general  manager.  He  served 
in  the  latter  capacity  until  recent  years,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  his  oldest  son,  James 
Laughry.  He  was  one  of  the  promoters  of  tlie 
First  National  bank  of  his  home  town  of  Dawson 
and  also  a  heavy  stockholder  in  the  Dawson  Sup¬ 
ply  Co.  As  an  official  of  the  Washington  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.  he  came  in  contact  with  the  forces 
of  the  Pittsburg  coal  trade  and  is  remembered  by 
local  factors  as  a  far-seeing  and  careful  business 
man.  Several  years  prior  to  Iiis  demise  lie  re¬ 
tired  from  active  business,  his  son  taking  up 
many  of  the  duties  left  by  his  father.  Resides 
his  wife  he  leaves  three  children,  one  son  and 
two  daughters. 
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Market  Conditions  and  Trade  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Nov.  29. 

'J  he  general  coal  situation  in  tliis  market  shows 
little  change  from  a  week  ago.  'J'he  supply  of  cars 
at  the  mines  continues  to  be  as  bad  as  at  any 
time,  except  now  and  then  there  is  a  day  when 
a  full  production  is  reported.  While  there  has 
been  a  noticeable  falling  off  in  the  number  of 
orders  recently,  on  account  of  the  mild  weather, 
the  shipping  companies  arc  still  largely  oversold, 
and  without  accepting  any  new  business  it  will  be 
.several  weeks  before  they  can  catch  up  with  the 
tonnage  already  on  their  books.  Where  spot  coal 
is  offered  it  is  held  very  strong,  although  but  little 
has  been  for  sale  during  the  past  week.  Quota¬ 
tions  in  a  wholesale  way  continue  to  be  unusually 
high,  due  to  the  fact  that  shipping  companies  an¬ 
ticipate  they  will  receive  more  money  for  their 
coal  in  December,  and  are  anxious  to  catch  up 
with  the  orders  in  hand  before  that  time.  Owing 
to  mild  weather  and  high  prices,  the  volume  of 
business  which  developed  during  the  week  has 
been  unusually  light,  but  this  is  causing  no  con¬ 
cern.  To  give  an  idea  of  the  general  market  it 
is  only  fair  to  say  that  standard  splint  lump  is 
held  at  $1.80@2.00  at  the  mines;  New  River  and 
Pocahontas  lump  and  egg,  $2.35@2.50  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines,  and  War  Eagle  lump  and  egg  at  $2.25. 
Slack  ranges  from  00c  a  ton  upward,  and  smoke¬ 
less  run-of-mine  is  worth  $1.50  a  ton  at  the  mines. 
It  is  anticipated  that  next  week  will  see  a  much 
higher  range  of  prices  on  smokeless  coals.  Ship¬ 
ping  agents  have  received  instructions  that  they 
will  be  asked  to  obtain  $2.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  for 
lump  and  egg  and  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  for  run- 
of-mine  after  December  first. 

Retail  Prices  Are  Higher. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  retail  dealers  who 
handle  smokeless  coal  advanced  their  price  twenty- 
five  cents  a  ton  last  week.  This  was  a  fore¬ 
runner  of  other  retail  advances  which  were  to 
occur.  Practically  all  coals  sold  in  this  market 
are  now  twenty-five  cents  higher  per  ton,  and 
where  dealers  have  not  put  this  advance  in  effect 
yet,  they  are  preparing  to  do  so  on  December 
first.  Conditions  have  warranted  an  advance  in 
retail  prices  for  several  weeks  past,  due  to  the 
much  higher  range  of  figures  prevailing  on  coal 
at  wholesale.  It  is  a  question  if  retailers  bought 
coal  on  the  present  market  how  they  could  make 
a  profit  out  of  it  at  the  prices  which  have  prevailed 
for  the  past  week,  except  in  the  case  of  smoke¬ 
less,  of  course,  which  was  advanced  at  that  time. 
The  current  quotations  on  Pocahontas  and  New 
River  lump  are  $4.25  a  ton  delivered  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  part  of  the  city  and  $4.50  on  the  hills  and  in 
distant  suburbs.  The  price  of  Pittsburg,  Kana¬ 
wha,  Thacker  and  other  standard  domestic  lump 
is  $3.50  a  ton  in  the  city  and  $3.75  in  the  hills. 
Anthracite  is  worth  $7.75,  delivered.  The  retail 
market  continues  to  be  quite  dull,  w'hich  is  ac¬ 
counted  for  on  the  ground  that  the  weather  has 
been  so  delightful  that  people  have  given  little 
attention  to  fuel  requirements. 

Heavy  River  Movement  Reported. 

At  this  writing,  an  important  change  is  impend¬ 
ing  in  the  river  situation.  Heavy  rains  at  the 
headwaters  of  the  Monongahela  and  Kanawha 
rivers,  Tuesday  night,  started  large  tows  of  coal 
southward.  Part  of  this  coal  will  be  in  before 
Saturday  morning,  but  is  difficult  at  this  time  to 
estimate  the  additions  that  will  be  made  to  stocks 
at  this  point.  It  is  probable  that  several  million 
bushels  of  coal  will  come  down  on  this  rise  of 
the  river,  as  operating  interests  have  anticipated 
a  navigable  stage  for  the  past  six  weeks,  and  were 
prepared  to  send  out  a  large  number  of  barges 
as  soon  as  the  rivers  w'ere  in  condition.  Prices 
on  river  coal  are  unchanged  and  range  at  7@7’^c 
a  bushel  for  Pittsburg  and  Kanawha  lump  and 
4I4@5I4c  for  nut  and  slack  offered  in  barges. 

The  scarcity  of  cars  continues  to  make  coke 
difficult  to  obtain  and  the  market  continues  as 
strong  as  it  has  been  at  any  time  this  year.  Spot 
coke  is  selling  as  high  as  $4.00  a  ton  at  the  ovens 
for  foundry  seventy-two  hour  and  none  of 


the  shipping  companies  seems  to  have  any  surplus 
above  the  requirements  of  the  trade. 

Coal  Thieves  Are  Busy. 

J  he  season  of  the  year  is  advancing  that  creates 
coal  thieves  in  great  numbers.  For  several  days 
the  Big  Four  railroad  detectives  have  been  on 
the  lookout  for  perrons  who  have  been  stealing 
coal  in  large  quantities  from  cars  in  the  railroad 
yards,  and  succeeded  in  catching  two  negroes,  who 
were  locked  up.  The  outside  public  little  knows 
how  much  coal  is  stolen  in  transit.  There  is  at 
least  one  street  in  Cincinnati  where  the  residents 
were  never  known  to  buy  coal.  The  lots  on  this 
street  run  through  to  a  railroad  yard  where  coal 
cars  frequently  stand  for  days  at  a  time.  There  is 
no  wagon  way  to  the  back  of  these  lots,  yet  all 
the  residents  have  coal  houses,  and  the  coal  houses 
are  usually  full,  every  lump  of  which  is  stolen. 
Last  winter  a  woman  and  her  two  sons  were  ar¬ 
rested  for  stealing  coal  from  cars,  and  it  devel¬ 
oped  in  their  trial  that  they  had  been  maintaining 
a  regular  coal  yard,  stocking  it  in  this  way.  The 
river  people  also  suffer  from  river  pirates  who 
steal  coal  from  the  fleets  moored  in  the  harbor. 

Will  Open  350,000  Acres  of  Coal. 

Eugene  Zimmerman,  president  of  the  Detroit, 
Toledo  &  Ironton  railroad,  aaid  a  former  Cincin¬ 
natian,  spent  two  or  three  days  here  this  week. 
While  in  the  city  he  announced  that  he  and  H.  B. 
Hollins  intend  to  build  about  200  miles  of  railroad 
from  Ashland  to  southeastern  Kentucky,  where 
with  his  associates  he  has  upward  of  350,000 
acres  of  coal  lands  which  they  intend  to  develop. 
Engineers  are  now  surveying  for  the  railroad,  and 
the  bridge  that  will  carry  the  coal  across  the  Ohio 
river  is  now  well  under  way. 

Another  Meeting  in  Columbus. 

Another  important  meeting  of  the  Kanawha  and 
Ohio  gas  and  splint  coat  producers  was  held  in 
Columbus  on  Tuesday  of  this  week.  It  was  not 
given  out  in  advance  what  the  coal  men  would 
do  at  the  meeting,  but  it  was  intimated  that  the 
car  shortage  on  all  the  railroads  is  the  greatest 
drawback  to  the  coal  business  at  present,  and  that 
this  would  probably  call  for  more  attention  than 
any  other  one  mqtter.  Prices  seem  to  be  satis¬ 
factory  to  all  the  sellers  of  coal  if  they  could 
only  get  the  cars  with  which  to  fill  their  orders. 

Gas  Company  to  Buy  Coal  Lands. 

A  deal  is  now  under  way  involving  the  purchase 
of  30,000  acres  of  rich  gas  coal  by  the  Cincinnati 
Gas  &  Electric  Co.  The  coal  is  located  on  the 
Big  Sandy  river.  A  conference  took  place  Mon¬ 
day  evening  at  the  St.  Nicholas  hotel  in  this  city 
between  Norman  G.  Keenan,  president  of  the 
gas  company,  and  Otto  and  E.  G.  Germer,  of  Erie, 
Pa.,  large  stockholders  of  the  Triple  State  Natu¬ 
ral  Gas  Co.  The  latter  company  owns  a  vast 
acreage  of  both  coal  and  gas  territory  in  Kentucky 
and  West  Virginia,  and  the  local  gas  company  is 
in  the  market  for  a  volume  of  natural  gas  as  well 
as  a  coal  field  to  fall  back  upon  when  it  is  un¬ 
able  to  make  favorable  contracts  with  the  coal 
men. 

L.  &  N.  Turning  Out  18  Cars  a  Day. 

From  a  reliable  source  it  is  learned  that  the 
Louisville  &  Nashville  railroad  shops  at  Louis¬ 
ville  are  turning  out  eighteen  finished  coal  cars 
a  day.  This  addition  to  the  equipment  of  the  road 
is  very  satisfactory  to  coal  men  who  depend  en¬ 
tirely  on  the  road  for  transportation,  which,  thus 
far  in  the  present  unusual  if  not  unprecedented 
short  car  supply,  has  given  its  coal  producers  bet¬ 
ter  service  than  any  other  railroad  entering  Cin¬ 
cinnati. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

Harry  P.  Jones,  president  of  the  Big  Hill  Coal 
Co.,  and  manager  and  treasurer  of  the  Wallsend 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  is  in  Pittsburg  attending  to  pri¬ 
vate  business. 

Harry  R.  Nielson,  general  sales  agent  of  the 
Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  went  to  Columbus  Tuesday 


to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  Ohio  and  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  operators. 

J.  J.  Sullivan,  vice-president  of  the  Damascus 
Coal  Co.,  represented  eight  mines  on  the  Norfolk 
&  Western  railroad  at  the  meeting  of  the  coal 
operator-,  at  Columbus  Tuesday. 

b.  C.  lodd,  president  of  the  Damascus  Coal  Co., 
spent  the-  first  part  of  the  week  at  his  own  mines 
on  Morris  creek  on  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  rail¬ 
road.  Mr.  'lodd  is  now  a  Cincinnatian,  and  says 
he  likes  the  Queen  City  very  much  as  a  place  in 
which  to  live. 

R.  H.  Richardson,  auditor  and  assistant  to  the 
president  of  the  Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  Charleston, 
W.  Va.,  spent  several  days  here  last  week  renew¬ 
ing  old  acquaintances  and  friendships.  Mr.  Rich¬ 
ardson  is  one  of  the  most  popular  coal  men  that 
come  to  Cincinnati. 

Geo.  S.  Calder  and  J.  J.  Sullivan,  of  the  Damas¬ 
cus  Coal  Co.,  spent  all  of  last  week  at  the  mines 
they  represent  along  the  Norfolk  &  Western  rail¬ 
road  endeavoring  to  get  more  coal  than  they  had 
been  receiving.  Mr.  Calder  expressed  himself  as 
well  satisfied  with  his  trip. 

J.  W.  Dawson,  general  manager  of  the  Kellevs 
Creek  Colliery  Co.,  and  the  Kelleys  Creek  ’& 
^'oftb'vestern  railroad,  was  a  Cincinnati  business 
visitor  during  the  week.  Mr.  Dawson  reports  the 
car  service  fully  as  bad  as  it  has  been  at  any  time 
ill  his  experience,  and  says  he  is  well  sold  up  on 
his  famous  Cast  Iron  splint  coal. 

Ihe  Louisville  &  Nashville  railroad  issued  an 
order  on  Monday  of  this  week  restricting  the 
movement  of  its  cars  to  points  south  of  the  Ohio 
river.  As  this  order  would  have  worked  a  great 
hardship  on  a  number  of  the  largest  shippers  of 
the  road,  pressure  was  brought  to  bear  on  the  rail¬ 
road  officials,  who  modified  the  order  to  read  that 
L.  &  N.  cars  must  not  go  farther  than  100  miles 
from  Cincinnati.  This  modified  order  allows  these 
shippers  to  reach  a  number  of  important  points 
out  of  Cincinnati,  and  is  comparatively  satisfac¬ 
tory  to  the  coal  men. 


The  St.  Louis  Coal  Market. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Nov.  29. — {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — 'I'liere  is  practically  no  change  in  the  mar¬ 
ket  here,  with  the  exception  of  the  price  of  stand¬ 
ard  coal,  which  is  even  lower  than  last  week, 
when  it  was  thought  it  had  reached  the  lowest 
price  we  would  see  this  winter.  The  only  cause 
that  can  be  assigned  for  the  continued  dullness  is 
the  extreme  warm  weather  we  have  had  for  the 
past  two  weeks. 

'I'he  demand  for  high  grade  coal  is  fairly  good, 
but  ovving  to  the  shortage  of  equipment  there  is 
very  little  of  this  coal  coming  into  the  market. 
A  number  of  operators  in  the  Carterville  district 
have  made  an  advance  of  twenty-five  cents  per 
ton  on  lump  and  egg.  The  average  prices  on  car- 
lot  business  are  as  follows,  f.  o.  b.  East  St.  Louis : 


Description  Per  ton. 

Big  Muddy  . $2.25 

Trenton  .  2.25 

Carter\41Ie  lump  and  egg  .  2.25 

Staunton  and  Mt.  Olive  .  l.Sofil.GO 

Standard  shaker  scr . 1.15@1.25 

Standard  flat  bar  . ' .  1.05 

Standard  mine-run  . 90@1.00 

Standard  screenings  .  .35 


as  follows : 

Description.  Per  Bu. 

Big  Muddy  .  16c 

Trenton  .  I5c 

Carterville  lump  and  egg  .  15c 

Staunton  and  Mt.  Olive .  13c 

Standard  .  lie 

Per  ton. 

.\iithracite,  grate  . $S.25 

-Anthracite,  stove,  chestnut,  egg .  8.50 


V 

The  Lily  Coal  Co.  has  been  organized  at  Co¬ 
lumbus,  Ohio,  with  a  capital  of  $10,000,  bj'  F.  H. 
Hayward,  E.  Bryan,  F.  L.  Walker,  F.  E.  Ruth 
and  C.  B.  Howard. 
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The  Missouri  River  Coal  Trade. 


Kans.^s  City,  Mo.,  Nov.  29. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Cold  weather  came  with  Thanks¬ 
giving  to  the  Alissouri  valley  and  served  to 
stimulate  even  more  an  already  active  coal  mar¬ 
ket.  Prices  are  unchanged  from  last  week  and 
the  production  at  the  southwestern  mines  is  not 
in  excess  of  the  demand  at  this  time.  The  warm 
weather  of  the  last  week  has  afforded  coal  deal¬ 
ers  a  much  needed  opportunity  to  replenish  their 
dwindling  stocks  of  fuel,  but  some  operators  re¬ 
port  that  the  supply  is  short  of  the  demand. 

Dealers  generally  are  in  a  much  better  condi¬ 
tion  than  they  would  be  if  November  had  been 
a  cold  month.  “Kansas  City  is  living  from  hand 
to  mouth  in  its  coal  supply,”  said  one  of  the 
big  operators  of  the  district.  “A  few  days  of 
zero  temperature  would  probably  cause  a  short¬ 
age  which  would  seriously  affect  domestic  con¬ 
sumers,  manufacturers  and  the  railroads.  The 
whole  trouble  is  cars.  Millions  of  bushels  of 
wheat  and  corn,  lots  of  it  lying  on  the  ground  in 
Kansas,  await  cars  to  be  moved  to  market. 
Farmers,  millers  and  live  stock  dealers  are  clam¬ 
oring  in  vain  for  enough  freight  cars.  The  rail¬ 
roads  can  not  meet  the  demand,  although  60,000 
new  freight  cars  went  into  commission  this 
year. 

“The  coal  operator,  with  his  low-grade  freight, 
is  the  last  to  be  served  with  cars  by  the  rail¬ 
roads  unless  he  is  supplying  coal  to  the  transpor¬ 
tation  companies.  We  can  not  get  enough  cars 
to  move  the  coal,  and  as  a  consequence  many 
mines  in  the  southwest  have  been  shut  down  or 
are  mining  only  part  of  the  time.  Last  year 
thousands  upon  thousands  of  tons  of  coal  were 
in  storage  at  this  time,  but  this  year  there  seems 
to  be  a  market  for  every  ton  as  fast  as  it  is 
mined.  Prices  are  going  to  be  still  higher  in 
the  southwest  this  winter,  and  you  may  hear 
of  a  real  coal  famine  in  the  cities  before  spring.” 

Scope'of  National  Operators’  Association. 

W.  C.  Perry,  president  of  the  Central  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  president  of  the  Southwestern  Inter¬ 
state  Coal  Operators’  Association,  who  was  ap¬ 
pointed  chairman  of  the  committee  of  coal  opera¬ 
tors  to  form  a  national  bituminous  organization, 
returned  to  Kansas  City  after  the  close  of  the 
Chicago  meeting  last  week.  Mr.  Perry  said  the 
committee  represents  the  bituminous  operators  in 
Illinois,  Iowa,  Indiana,  Ohio,  Missouri.  Arkan¬ 
sas,  Kansas,  Michigan,  the  Indian  Territory  and 
Texas.  The  permanent  organization  probably 
will  be  effected  in  Indianapolis  in  January,  when 
the  operators  take  up  the  subject  of  a  new  con¬ 
tract  with  the  miners. 

“Tlie  coal  operators  present  and  represented  at 
the  Chicago  meeting  included  nearly  all  the  mines 
in  the  states  and  territories  named,”  said  Mr. 
Perry  this  week.  “It  was  agreed  that  it  was  de¬ 
sirable  to  organize  and  a  committee  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  perfect  plans  for  a  close  organization. 
The  committee  includes  the  presidents  of  the  va¬ 
rious  organizations  and  commissioners  of  various 
coal  associations.  The  organization  is  for  the 
purpose  of  arriving  at  an  understanding  of  our 
rights,  duties  and  danger.s — to  provide,  if  possi¬ 
ble,  the  machinery  for  making  and  enforcing  con¬ 
tracts  without  resort  to  lockouts  and  strikes.  The 
purpose  of  the  organization  does  not  contemplate 
dealing  with  the  price  of  coal. 

“We  must  be  organized,  so  that  our  relations 
with  the  mine  workers  may  be  worked  out  satis¬ 
factorily.  The  mine  workers  have  a  national  or¬ 
ganization,  and  we  consider  it  wise  for  the  op¬ 
erators  to  have  a  similar  organization,  at  least 
as  far  as  the  bituminous  coal  fields  are  concerned. 
The  new  contract,  which  governs  wages  for  all 
classes  of  labor  and  the  conditions  under  which 
men  are  employed  and  under  which  they  work, 
will  come  up  for  consideration  next  month.  This 
contract  means  much  to  us,  and  we  expect  to  be 
fully  organized  in  time  to  •  protect  our  inter¬ 
ests.” 

Rate  Hearing  Is  Ended. 

The  coal  rate  hearing  before  the  Kansas  state 
railroad  board  was  ended  at  'i'opeka  last  Friday. 
Several  shippers  and  other  witnesses  testified 
that  the  Missouri  Pacific,  Frisco  and  other  Kan¬ 
sas  railroads  had  paid  rebates  on  coal  shipments. 


E.  L.  Moore,  manager  of  a  salt  plant  at  Ells¬ 
worth,  Kas.,  swore  that  he  had  received  the 
equivalents  of  rebates  from  the  Frisco  railroad. 

Under  cross-examination  Mr.  IMoore  admitted 
that  he  solicited  the  rebates,  or  “protection,”  as 
he  termed  it.  He  stated  th.at  he  had  become 
convinced  that  his  competitors  in  Hutchinson  and 
other  points  in  the  salt  field  were  receiving  a 
lower  rate  on  coal  than  he  was  getting,  and  that 
he  received  the  rebates  only  after  the  railroad 
company  had  made  an  investigation  and  satisfied 
itself  that  coal  was  being  laid  down  in  Hutchin¬ 
son  for  a  lower  price  than  the  published  tariff 
rates  would  warrant., 

Mr.  Moore’s  explanation  of  the  manner  in 
which  he  was  given  “protection”  shows  that  the 
rebating  transaction  was  pretty  well  covered.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  his  testimony  slack  coal  at  Pittsburg 
mines  was  selling  for  $1.03  a  ton  at  the  time  his 
arrangement  with  the  railroad  company  was  in 
effect.  The  tariff  rate  on  slack  coal  from  Pitts¬ 
burg  to  Ellsworth  was '$1.25  a  ton.  Mr.  Moore 
testified  that  he  secured  his  coal  from  the  St. 
Louis  &  San  Francisco  company  for  $2.03  a  ton 
laid  down.  He  said  that  he  was  in  the  salt  busi¬ 
ness  in  Ellsworth  for  about  three  years  and  that 
the  “protection”  was  continued  until  late  in  1904. 

Mr.  Moore  said  that  he  also  received  similar 
protection  from  the  Missouri  Pacific  railroad. 

A  second  instance  of  the  alleged  attempt  of  the 
St.  Louis  &  San  Francisco  to  demoralize  freight 
rates  in  the  state  was  shown  when  G.  P.  Kelly, 
of  the  Kansas  City  Coal  &  Salt  Co.,  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  admit  on  the  witness  stand  that  he  had 
been  offered  rebates  by  the  company  in  coal 
hauled  from  Pittsburg,  Kas.,  to  Ellsworth.  He 
said  that  the  published  rate  between  these  two 
points  was  $1.25  a  ton  and  the  Frisco  had  offered 
to  haul  it  for  him  for  $1.00  a  ton.  He  said  that 
he  once  was  connected  with  the  Kansas  &  Texas 
Coal  Co.  and  that  he  knew,  through  knowledge 
gained  in  connection  with  his  business  with  that 
company,  that  from  1897  to  1901  the  Frisco  had 
hauled  coal  from  Pittsburg  to  Ellsworth  for  the 
Union  Pacific  for  $1.00  a  ton  when  the  published 
rate  was  twenty-five  cents  higher. 

F.  C.  Dumbeck,  of  Kansas  City,  assistant  gen¬ 
eral  freight  agent  of  the  Frisco,  was  called  to 
the  stand  by  A.  C.  Helm,  attorney  for  the  coal 
shippers,  and  was  asked  if  he  knew  anything 
about  the  transactions  testified  to  by  Mr.  Kelly. 
Mr.  Dumbeck  said  that  he  did  not.  lie  said  that 
he  had  heard  that  his  company  was  hauling  coal 
from  Pittsburg  to  Ellsworth  for  eighty-five  cents 
a  ton  via  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific, 
when  the  published  rate  was  $1.25  a  ton.  Mr. 
Dumbeck  was  asked  also  if  he  knew  that  the 
published  rate  to  Kansas  City  from  Pittsburg, 
which  is  about  the  distance  Wichita  is  from 
Pittsburg,  was  eighty  cents,  or  forty-five  cents 
less  than  the  Wichita  rate.  Mr.  Dumbeck  said 
that  he  knew  of  the  difference  in  rate,  but  ac¬ 
counted  for  this  on  the  ground  that  the  physical 
differences  in  the  lines  between  Pittsburg  and 
Kansas  City  and  between  Pittsburg  and  Wichita 
made  it  possible  for  his  company  to  make  the 
different  rates.  He  said  that  there  was  an  aver¬ 
age  grade  of  one  and  one-half  per  cent  from 
Pittsburg  to  Wichita  and  of  only  four-tenth  per 
cent  from  Pittsburg  to  Kansas  City. 

Many  Coal  Rebates  Given. 

The  rate  tables  and  schedules  submitted 
seemed  to  puzzle  the  railroad  board  as  well  as 
the  lawyers,  and  they  were  thrown  out  by  the 
board.  J.  C.  Lincoln,  assistant  traffic  manager  of 
the  Missouri  Pacific,  admitted  that  rebates  in 
coal  rates  had  been  given  the  salt  manufacturers 
in  many  of  the  Kansas  towns.  He  said,  how¬ 
ever,  that  he  did  not  believe  that  there  had  been 
any  discrimination  in  this,  as  practically  all  of 
the  salt  manufacturers  were  receiving  these  re¬ 
bates  from  some  of  the  railroads.  He  explained 
that  it  was  done  simply  to  help  the  new  indus¬ 
tries,  upon  the  earnest  solicitation  of  the  manu¬ 
facturers  themselves. 

The  state  railroad  board  took  no  action  re¬ 
garding  the  matter  and  may  not  take  any. 

Since  the  conclusion  of  the  present  case,  which 
affected  the  freight  rates  on  coal  from  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  fields  to  interior  Kansas  points,  it  has  been 
announced  that  there  is  a  strong  probability  that 


the  case  affecting  the  Osage  fields  will  be  dropped. 
It  is  said  that  the  interested  persons  have  been 
conferring  in  the  matter  several  days  and  that  a 
compromise  has  been  practically  reached  that  will 
make  unnecessary  the  hearing  of  the  Osage  case 
hy  the  state  board. 

W.  E.  Thomas,  of  Leavenworth,  Kas.,  former 
partner  of  the  late  C.  J.  Devlin,  who  attempted 
suicide  at  his  home  last  week  with  carbolic  acid, 
has  almost  completely  recovered. 

Jay  Lawder,  a  coal  mine  operator  of  Mexico, 
Mo.,  was  shot  and  killed  last  Sunday  by  a  miner. 
Lawder  was  shot  just  as  he  stepped  from  a  pas¬ 
senger  train. 

Five  miles  of  the  Toluca,  Marquette  &  North¬ 
ern  Railroad  Co.,  which  extends  into  La  Salle 
county.  Ill.,  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver 
at  Chicago  last  week  by  Judge  Bethea,  of  the 
United  States  district  court.  H.  M.  Trimble,  re¬ 
ceiver  of  the  Spring  Valley  National  bank,  started 
the  receivership  proceedings  against  the  road  in 
the  southern  judicial  district  and  secured  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  the  receiver.  On  his  application 
Judge  Bethea  also  issued  an  injunction  restrain¬ 
ing  the  officers  and  agents  of  the  railroad  from 
distributing  the  property  and  ordering  them  to 
deliver  the  five  miles  of  road  to  the  receiver. 


The  Pacific  Coast  Trade. 

San  Francisco,  Cai..,  Nov.  25. —  (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — Since  the  departure  of  the  steam¬ 
ship  Ventura  there  have  been  the  following  de¬ 
liveries  of  Newcastle  coal,  namely ;  Grande 
Duchess  Olga,  2,739  tons ;  Kirklee,  4,690  tons ; 
Montebello,  3,000  tons;  total,  10,429  tons.  These 
three  cargoes  arrived  here  very  opportunely,  as 
very  little  colonial  coal  remained  unsold  in  first 
hands.  There  are  twenty  vessels  on  the  char¬ 
tered  list  to  carry  coal  from  Newcastle,  N.  S.  W., 
with  a  carrying  capacity  of  about  50,000  tons. 
Several  of  these  vessels  will  not  arrive  this  year. 
There  have  been  six  cargoes  of  Briti.sh  Columbia 
coal  delivered  here  this  month,  amounting  to  28,- 
649  tons,  with  promises  of  a  material  increase  in 
the  quantity  shipped  monthly  during  the  winter 
months. 

The  principal  quantity  of  coal  arriving  here  re¬ 
cently  has  been  delivered  from  ship’s  side,  going 
direct  to  the  consumers  and  small  dealers,  thus 
saving  the  yarding  expense.  The  prices  remain 
unchanged,  although  the  handling  of  fully  ninety 
per  cent  of  the  fuel  received  here  is  concentrated 
in  very  few  hands,  and  an  increase  in  prices  can 
be  readily  made.  The  settlement  of  the  labor 
troubles  in  Nanaimo  is  leading  to  increased  ship¬ 
ments  from  that  section,  and  the  character  of 
the  output  is  said  to  show  a  marked  improve¬ 
ment.  Fuel  oil  is  maintaining  its  firm  hold  here 
among  steam  consumers.  Its  marked  economy 
against  the  use  of  coal  will  insure  it  in  its  pres¬ 
ent  position  for  a  long  time  to  come.  Up  to 
date  we  have  had  an  exceptionally  mild  winter. 
This  serves  to  minimize  the  use  of  household 
coals. 


Wagon  Prices  at  Chicago. 


ANTHRACITE. 

Grate  .  $6.50 

Stove  .  6.75 

Chestnut  .  6.75 

Egg  .  6.75 

BITUMINOUS. 

Smokeless  lump  .  $5.25 

Smokeless  run-of-mine .  3.75 

Hocking  lump .  4.50 

Hocking  nut  .  4.00 

Illinois  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.50 

Indiana  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.50 

Wilmington  chunks  .  4.00 

No.  1  washed  nut .  4.25 

Brazil  block  .  4.00 

Jackson  Hill  Ohio .  5.oo 

Caniiel  lump  .  6.25 

Smithing  .  5.00 

West  Virginia  splint .  4.50 

Gas-house  coke  .  5.50 


'I'hc  capital  stock  of  the  Star  Coal  Co.,  Toledo 
Ohio,  has  been  increased  from  $40,000  to  $75,- 
000. 
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Mining  News  from  West  Virginia. 


Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  Nov.  20, —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Little  or  no  visible  interest  is  dis¬ 
played  by  West  Virj^inia  coal  operators  in  the 
pending  battle  in  congress  over  the  regulation 
of  railroad  freight  rates.  Ikit  while  there  is  no 
evidence  of  activity  as  to  the  rate  feature,  yet 
there  are  many  signs  of  unrest  over  the  charges 
of  discrimination.  And  these  discriminations  arc 
not  as  between  shippers  within  West  Virginia 
but  relate  to  allegetl  favoritism  to  Pennsylvania 
over  West  Virginia. 

l''rom  the  Pocahontas  or  h'lat  Top  region,  along 
the  Norfolk  &  Western  railroad,  a  delegation  of 
operators  left  a  few  'days  ago  for  Washington  to 
participate  in  a  conference  at  which  'the  subject 
of  discrimination  against  West  Virginia  coal  in 
favor  of  Pennsylvania  coal  in  the  New  England 
markets  was  the  main  theme  of  consideration. 
Just  such  a  conference  was  held  almost  a  year 
ago. 

At  that  time  it  was  the  announced  intention 
of  the  railroads  to  advance  the  rate  to  tidewater 
from  $1.35  to  $1.00.  Operators  in  the  New  River 
and  Kanawha  regions  participated  in  the  result¬ 
ant  protest  and  it  was  successful.  The  rate  had 
steadily  gone  up  from  80  cents  to  $1.25,  and  then 
to  $1.35.  'i'o  fix  it  at  $1.60  would  almost  have 
niacle  it  prohibitory. 

Operators  Complain  of  Discrimination. 

The  result  of  this  late  Washington  conference 
is  not  known  at  this  time,  but  it  can  be  stated 
with  sufiicient  authority  that  the  operators  want 
assurances  of  protection  in  any  rate  measure  that 
will  be  drafted  by  congress,  and  that  incidentally 
they  want  to  be  insured  of  a  square  deal  in 
the  matter  of  cars,  which  is  another  form  of 
discrimination,  and  one  that  the  operators  feel 
keenly  with  a  high-tide  market. 

Car  service  conditions  have  improved  recently 
in  all  the  fields.  They  are  not  yet  up  to  the 
standard  and  perfection  is  hardly  hoped  for  this 
winter,  yet  the  shippers  are  thankful  for  every 
little  improvement.  President  Stevens  made  a 
good  impression  on  the  operators  at  the  Charles¬ 
ton  meeting  last  week  and  his  promise  that  no 
stone  would  be  left  unturned  by  the  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  to  afford  relief  has  had  a  consoling  effect. 
This  road,  like  every  other  rail  line  in  the  state, 
is  endeavoring  to  increase  its  rolling  stock  and  is 
putting  additional  locomotives  and  cars  into  com¬ 
mission  as  fast  as  they  are  received  from  the 
shops.  But  the  movement  of  coal  continues  slow 
in  comparison  with  the  demand  and  orders  are 
taken  accordingly. 

Mention  was  made  last  week  of  the  sale  of  the 
property  of  the  Glendale  Coal  Co.,  at  Glendale, 
in  the  Wheeling  district.  At  that  time  the  pur¬ 
chaser  was  not  known.  It  develops  that  the  prop¬ 
erty  has  been  bought  by  a  syndicate  headed  by 
W.  H.  Koch,  general  manager  of  the  Hitchman 
Coal  Co.,  which  owns  property  adjoining.  Fol¬ 
lowing  the  purchase  the  mine  was  closed  down 
but  it  may  resume  after  the  holidays.  A  bond 
issue  is  embraced  in  the  deal  which  will  make 
the  consideration  all  told  about  $350,000.  With 
the  plant  goes  a  1,500  acre  tract,  with  an  Ohio 
river  frontage.  Both  the  main  line  and  the  Ohio 
river  division  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  run 
through  the  property. 

The  Glendale  mine  was  opened  about  fifteen 
years  ago  and  F.  H.  Blake  has  been  the  head  of 
the  concern  since.  He  is  now  at  the  head  of 
the  Delphi  Coal  Co.,  composed  largely  of  Par¬ 
kersburg  citizens  who  have  acquired  coal  land  in 
Nicholas  county,  which  it  is  understood  was  pur¬ 
chased  for  speculative  purposes  and  the  company 
will  not  develop  it.  About  7,500  acres  of  land 
in  Barbour  county  have  been  optioned  and  the 
necessary  legal  work  toward  taking  it  up  has 
been  almost  completed.  It  is  said  H.  C.  Frick, 
of  Pittsburg,  is  interested  in  this  purchase.  The 
land  is  not  now  touched  by  a  railroad  but  runs 
close  to  the  large  tract  taken  up  by  Col.  J.  M. 
Guffey,  in  Barbour,  Marion  and  Taylor  counties, 
winch  later  passed  into  the  control  of  the  Little 
Kanawha  syndicate. 

There  is  doubtless  some  significance  associated 
with  this  last  inirchase,  especially  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  across  the  line  in  Doddridge  county, 
Pennsylvania,  capitalists  recently  have  secured 


4,000  acres  more.  All  of  these  lands  are  directly 
in  the  path  of  the  projected  Wabash  railroad  or 
inimediately  tributary  to  it.  Perhaps  investors 
with  an  eye  to  the  future  are  buying  the  land  to 
get  rid  of  idle  capital,  but  the  sudden  revival  of 
coal  land  activity  in  that  part  of  the  state  seems 
to  foreshadow  the  coming  of  the  long-talked  of 
railroad,  either  by  the  Goulds  or  by  the  Vander¬ 
bilt  interests  behind  the  Pittsburg  &  Lake  Erie 
railroad.  It  was  the  latter  company  which  bought 
out  the  Little  Kanawha  syndicate  a  few  weeks 
ago. 

Several  Large  Mine  Deals. 

On  December  first  Isaac  T.  Mann,  of  Bram- 
well,  secured  the  Goodwill  colliery,  and  it  is  be¬ 
lieved  that  he  will  merge  it  with  the  Louisville 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  in  which  he  has  a  large  interest. 
Both  plants  are  in  the  Mercer  county  section  of 
the  Norfolk  &  Western  region. 

Chief  Mine  Insiiector  Paul  has  ju^t  completed 
an  inspection  of  the  Fairmont  region  and  de¬ 
clares  that  the  conditions  in  the  mines  there  are 
superior  to  those  of  any  other  district  in  West 
Virginia.  It  is  a  notable  fact  that  this  region  is 
unusually  free  from  the  serious  explosions,  a  fact 
due  almost  entirely  to  the  higher  average  of  in¬ 
telligence  of  the  miners.  More  than  half  of  the 
miners  in  the  southern  West  Virginia  fields  are 
negroes,  and  the  fatalities  always  show  them  to 
be  the  principal  victims. 

In  the  face  of  the  remonstrance  of  the  mine 
owners  at  Century,  the  Barbour  county  court 
granted  a  saloon  license  at  that  town,  and  the 
miners  have  been  finding  out  that  the  company 
will  not  stand  for  drunkenness.  Nearly  all  have 
been  discharged  for  this  reason  and  the  company 
threatens  to  shut  down  its  plant  until  next  spring 
if  necessary.  There  is  some  talk  of  the  saloon 
license  for  the  town  being  revoked,  which  is  what 
the  company  desires. 


The  Ohio  Coal  Trade. 

Toledo,  Ohio,  Nov.  29. —  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  coal  situation  at  Toledo,  at  the  ad¬ 
vent  of  December,  is  somewhat  uncertain.  Many 
dealers  state  that  conditions  are  worse  than  they 
were  a  month  ago,  while  others  are  of  the  opinion 
that  they  have  improved  during  the  past  week  or 
so.  Both  may  be  true,  but  at  all  events  the  situa¬ 
tion  is  not  satisfactory. 

The  anthracite  movement  is  a  little  freer  than 
it  was  a  fortnight  ago.  This  has  been  brought 
about  by  the  ability  of  some  of  the  larger  ship¬ 
pers  to  get  boats,  but  much  more  anthracite  could 
be  sold  if  it  could  be  obtained.  Many  orders  are 
coming  in  from  outlying  points,  but  are  being 
filled  only  in  part  or  pro  rata.  If  the  orders  come 
from  regular  patrons  they  receive  attention,  while 
if  they  come  from  outsiders  they  are  very  apt  to 
be  turned  down,  a  thing  which  has  been  done 
very  frequently  during  the  past  few  days.  Local 
retail  prices  have  been  advanced  to  $7.25  a  ton 
or  twenty-five  cents  more  than  they  have  been  at 
any  time  since  the  coal  strike  three  years  ago. 

The  bituminous  problem  is  one  which  shippers 
have  not  been  able  to  solve  as  yet,  and  they  are 
of  the  opinion  that  it  may  become  even  more  com¬ 
plicated  before  the  winter  is  far  advanced.  Only 
about  fifty  per  cent  of  the  tonnage  of  coal  required 
is  being  received  and  this  has  caused  large  con¬ 
sumers  to  draw  upon  the  piles  they  accumulated 
during  the  summer.  Great  holes  have  been  made 
in  these  already  and  unless  something  is  done 
speedily  consumption  will  have  to  be  reduced,  even 
if  it  requires  the  curtailing  of  business.  Whether 
the  ending  of  the  lake  season  will  alter  the  situa¬ 
tion  is  a  question  which  can  best  be  answered  in 
a  few  weeks. 

Lake  Season  to  End  Soon. 

Many  shippers  believe  that  it  will,  but  your 
correspondent  fails  to  appreciate  this  view,  inas¬ 
much  as  the  lake  trade  has  not  been  what  it  should 
have  been  for  several  weeks  past.  The  shortage 
of  cars  has  been  very  severely  felt  for  several 
weeks  and  this  has  been  more  and  more  accentu¬ 
ated  as  time  has  gone  by.  It  has  caused  all  grades 
of  coal  to  be  boosted  in  price  from  twenty-five  to 


thirty  per  cent,  and  the  indications  are  that  prices 
will  go  higher  than  at  present  before  the  new 
year  has  progressed  very  far. 

1  his  being  the  situation  it  is  hard  to  see  how 
the  end  of  the  lake  season  will  improve  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  affairs.  With  the  great  northwe-t  clamor¬ 
ing  for  coal,  cars  will  be  needed  to  fill  the  de¬ 
mand,  and  this  means  that  they  will  require  from 
two  to  three  weeks  longer  to  make  the  trip  than 
they  have  during  the  lake  season.  There  are  some 
cars  in  Toledo  at  present,  but  it  appears  that  many 
of  the  railroads  are  unable  to  move  them  owing  to 
the  volufne  of  high  grade  freight,  which  demands 
more  urgent  attention. 

There  is  considerable  speculation  rife  as  to  what 
will  be  done  when  the  present  agreement  between 
the  miners  and  the  operators  comes  to  an  end. 
The  general  belief  is  that  there  is  trouble  ahead 
which  will  advance  prices  a  little  or  at  least 
strengthen  them. 


The  Lake  Situation. 

Cleveland,  Ohio,  Nov.  29. — (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — A  late  movement  of  coal  is  ex¬ 
pected  here,  and  some  of  the  shippers  are  already 
figuring  on  tonnage  for  December.  As  the  coal 
is  coming  forward  so  very  slowly,  the  indications 
are  that  some  of  the  shippers  will  be  unable  to 
fill  their  orders  for  the  upper  lake  ports,  and 
that  stocks  will  be  short.  But  little  tonnage 
has  been  placed  ahead,  and  advanced  rates  will 
have  to  be  paid  for  vessels  for  late  loading,  ac¬ 
cording  to  two  of  the  largest  owners  on  the  lakes. 
It  is  believed  that  in  December  coal  will  not 
be  carried  for  less  than  a  dollar. 

There  is  a  good  demand  for  spot  tonnage,  and 
at  most  of  the  ports  there  is  a  scarcity  of  Ixiats. 
The  Milwaukee  rate  is  strong  at  sixty-five  cents, 
and  package  shippers  have  been  unable  to  do 
any  business  at  fifty  cents.  For  ports  in  the  cop¬ 
per  district,  vessel  men  are  holding  for  sixty 
cents.  Thus  far,  forty  cents  is  the  best  price 
which  has  been  paid  to  Duluth,  but  Buffalo  ship¬ 
pers  are  now  bidding  for  tonnage  and  large  car¬ 
goes  are  plentiful  at  that  port.  Most  of  the  ore 
is  being  taken  by  contract  boats. 

From  Escanaba  to  Lake  Erie  ports  is  eigfity 
cents,  which  is  an  advance  of  twenty  cents  offered 
some  days  ago.  With  warmer  weather  at  the 
upper  lake  ports,  the  ore  is  being  handled  with 
less  trouble,  and  the  boats  are  getting  better 
dispatch.  The  dock  managers  at  the  head  of  the 
lakes  expect  to  get  rid  of  all  the  frozen  ore 
within  the  next  day  or  two,  which  will  relieve 
the  movement  the  balance  of  the  week. 


Coal  Conditions  in  Washington. 

Seattle,  Wash..  Nov.  29. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — A  revival  of  the  former  coal  trade 
at  this  point  seems  imminent,  three  sailing  vessels 
being  now  under  charter  to  carry  fuel  from  this 
port.  The  Chas.  B.  Kennedy,  now  at  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  is  to  arrive  in  the  near  future  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  loading  coal  for  Guaymas  for  the  South¬ 
ern  Pacific  railroad.  It  has  also  been  learned  that 
the  bark  Isaac  Reed  has  been  chartered  to  take 
coal  from  Tacoma  to  Guatemala.  A  new  railroad 
is  being  built  into  the  interior  from  that  point, 
and  for  that  reason  fuel  will  be  necessary. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  schooner  James  Rolph, 
which  loaded  coal  for  Honoipu  in  Tacoma  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  will  return  here  within  a  few  weeks  for 
a  cargo.  Coal  exports  formerly  formed  no  small 
proportion  of  Tacoma’s  shipping  business,  a  large 
fleet  of  colliers  being  employed  in  transporting 
fuel  to  San  Francisco  alone.  However,  the  gen¬ 
eral  use  of  oil  caused  the  shipments  of  coal  to  drop 
oflF.  Only  one  steamer,  the  Mackinaw,  is  now  en¬ 
gaged  in  freighting  fuel  to  the  Golden  Gate  city, 
and  it  is  only  recently  that  sailing  ships  have  been 
coming  here  for  the  product  of  the  Pierce  County 
mines. 

V 

.\s  a  result  of  the  Santa  Fe  railroad  reducing 
the  rate  on  slack  coal  into  Topeka,  Kas.,  eigh¬ 
teen  per  cent  more  slack  has  been  uSed  in  that 
city  within  the  last  ninety  days,  than  for  the 
same  period  last  year.  This  reduction  incident¬ 
ally  has  saved  the  consumers  of  slack  in  Topeka 
about  $42,000,  according  to  statements  made  by 
W.  L.  Taylor,  of  the  transportation  committee, 
who  has  been  investigating  the  situation. 
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Death  Calls  John  H.  Brown. 

Death  called  John  H.  Brown,  managing  partner 
of  E.  L.  Hedstrom  &  Co.,  Chicago,  last  Sunday 
afternoon  after  an  illness  extending  over  several 
months,  during  which  he  had  not  been  active  in 
business.  Mr.  Brown  had  been  identified  with 
the  Chicago  coal  trade  for  twenty  years  and  had 
been  connected  with  the  industry  for  thirty-three 
years.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  anthra¬ 
cite  industry  at  Chicago,  although  the  firm  of 
which  he  was  a  member  has  also  been  a  large 
shipper  of  bituminious  coal  for  a  number  of 
years. 

Although  Mr.  Brown  had  been  incapacitated  for 
active  business  for  six  months  or  longer,  he  has 
been  a  sufferer  for  several  years,  during  which  he 
had  borne  his  affliction  with  great  courage  and 
fortitude.  The  immediate  cause  of  death  was 
paralysis  which  developed  last  Friday  dispelling 
every  hope  of  his  recovery.  He  passed  away  Sun¬ 


day  afternoon  at  the  family  residence  2908  Grove- 
land  avenue,  Chicago,  members  of  the  immediate 
family  being  present  at  the  time. 

John  H.  Brown  was  born  at  Coxsackie-on-Hud- 
son.  New  York,  February  twenty-third,  1840,  and 
was  a  direct  descendant  of  one  of  the  prominent 
families  of  the  revolutionary  period.  Upon  at¬ 
taining  maturity  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  in  the  east  and  in  1872  entered  the  coal 
business  at  Buffalo  with  E.  L.  Hedstrom.  Since 
1885  he  had  resided  in  Chicago  and  was  the 
managing  partner  of  the  firm  of  E.  L.  Hedstrom 
&  Co.,  Marquette  building,  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death.  When  Mr.  Brown  came  to  Chicago,  the 
volume  of  coal  tonnage  consumed  in  the  city 
was  small  as  compared  with  that  required  at  pres¬ 
ent.  This  applies  to  anthracite  as  well  as  to 
bituminous.  In  the  intervening  twenty  years 
Chicago  attained  its  greatest  growth,  and  the 
business  of  which  Mr.  Brown  was  the  active 
head  kept  pace  with  the  growth  of  the  city,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  wholesale  distribution  of  anthra¬ 
cite.  This  firm  was  established  in  Oiicago  in 
1857,  although  it  was  not  known  at  that  time  as 


E.  L.  Hedstrom  &  Co.,  and  has  continued  with¬ 
out  interruption  ever  since,  being  one  of  the  old¬ 
est  in  the  city  engaged  in  business. 

Mr.  Brown  had  many  admirable  personal  traits 
which  made  him  a  strong  force  in  the  community. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church 
of  Chicago  for  many  years,  and  for  a  number  of 
years  was  one  of  its  session.  He  believed  im¬ 
plicitly  in  the  Christian  faith  and  lived  up  to  his 
belief. 

Prominent  in  Many  Ways. 

He  was  also  a  prominent  member  of  the  Union 
League  club,  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution  and 
of  the  Royal  Arcanum.  During,  the  past  summer 
he  organized  the  Calumet  River  Improvement  As¬ 
sociation,  having  for  its  purpose  the  improvement 
of  that  waterway,  an  important  artery  of  naviga¬ 
tion  at  the  southern  extremity  of  Chicago.  In  ad¬ 
dition  to  being  prominent  in  civic  life,  Mr.  Brown 
was  a  deep  thinker  and  a  keen  lover  of  good 


books.  He  devoted  much  of  his  leisure  time  to 
the  study  of  astronomy  and  the  other  sciences, 
and  gave  much  earnest  thought  to  a  study  of  the 
important  economic  and  governmental  problems 
of  the  day.  His  life  was  well  rounded  out  in  the 
fulsomeness  of  its  accomplishments  and  in  the 
benefits  he  conferred  upon  his  fellows.  Mrs. 
Brown  and  two  children,  Leila  C.  and  Walter 
Frazer  Brown,  survive  him.  The  son,  Walter  F. 
Brown,  is  actively  identified  with  E.  L.  Hedstrom 
&  Co. 

Pay  Tribute  to  His  Character. 

Appreciating  his  many  admirable  characteristics, 
a  number  of  coal  shippers,  business  associates  of 
Mr.  Brown,  held  a  meeting  Tuesday  morning  in 
the  office  of  S.  C.  Schenck,  Old  Colony  building, 
at  which  high  tribute  was  paid  to  his  character. 
C.  L.  Dering  presided  at  this  meeting  and  re¬ 
ferred  with  much  feeling  to  the  sad  occasion 
which  had  brought  those  present  together.  He 
told  of  Mr.  Brown’s  strong  character,  his  strict 
interpretation  of  the  rules  of  honesty  and  integ¬ 
rity,  and  of  his  Christian  faith,  referring  to  the 


fact  that  Mr.  Brown  had  been  instrumental  in 
aiding  him  in  his  material  progress  in  the  business 
world.  He  also  said  that  the  coal  trade  had  been 
benefited  by  the  example  of  Mr.  Brown’s  life; 
that  it  would  be  well  for  the  industry  if  others 
had  his  honesty  and  his  integrity.  Coal  men 
who  paid  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Brown  by 
referring  to  his  predominating  characteristics  were 
George  Merryweather,  J,  W.  Lowe,  O.  S.  Rich¬ 
ardson,  L.  M.  Hammond,  A.  Mitchell,  E.  M.  Platt, 
E.  L.  Booth,  J.  H.  M.  Claggett,  John  Murray, 
Bert  Lill,  J.  S.  Peironnet,  and  N.  S.  Birkland. 

A  committee  to  draft  a  memorial  was  appointed 
consisting  of  George  Merryweather,  O.  S.  Rich¬ 
ardson  and  E.  C.  Pratt,  and  the  following  was 
adopted  unanimously : 

Adopt  a  Memorial. 

“It  is  with  sincere  sorrow  that  his  associates  in 
the  coal  trade  of  Chicago  assemble  to  pay  their 
last  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  John  H. 
Brown. 

“A  man  of  high  ideals,  energetic  and  forceful 
in  his  relations  among  men,  he  was  an  example 
of  all  that  is  best  in  business  life.  To  have  known 
him  and  been  guided  by  his  wise  counsel,  was  a 
privilege  we  shall  ever  hold  in  deepest  esteem. 

“To  his  widow  and  family,  in  this  their  hour 
of  great  affliction,  we  extend  our  most  earnest  and 
heartfelt  sympathy,  with  the  assurance  that  we 
share  with  them  in  their  sorrow  and  their  loss." 

The  funeral  ceremonies  were  held  Tuesday 
afternoon  at  one  o’clock  at  the  late  residence, 
many  business  associates  being  present,  including 
a  number  of  Chicago  and  Buffalo  coal  men.  Fol¬ 
lowing  the  appropriate  funeral  ceremonies  at  the 
house,  interment  was  at  Rose  Hill  cemetery. 


Kpkoal  at  Milwaukee. 

The  order  of  KoKoal  will  hold  a  coruscation 
at  Milwaukee  on  December  fourteenth  and  fif¬ 
teenth  as  indicated  by  the  following  notice: 

“There  is  going  to  be  the  best  kind  of  time  at 
the  Milwaukee  coruscation  of  the  order  KoKoal 
to  be  held  Thursday  evening,  December  four¬ 
teenth,  in  connection  with  the  semi-annual  con¬ 
vention  of  the  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  Retail  Coal 
Association. 

“From  present  indications  there  will  be  100  to 
150  candidates  initiated  and  an  elaborate  program 
has  been  arranged  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  Ko- 
Koals,  but  to  make  it  a  complete  success  we  need 
the  personal  presence  of  every  KoKoal  who  can 
possibly  get  there. 

“KoKoal  headquarters  will  be  at  the  St.  Charles 
hotel,  opposite  the  city  hall.  Association  head¬ 
quarters  will  be  directly  opposite  at  the  Hotel 
Blatz. 

“Come  on  and  lift.  The  association  officers  are 
doing  everything  they  can  to  boost  KoKoal  and 
our  coruscation,  and  we  want  every  KoKoal  to 
boost  for  the  Alilwaukee  convention.  Talk  it  up 
to  every  coalman  you  see,  and  urge  them  to  at¬ 
tend.  Between  the  association  meetings  and  the 
KoKoal  coruscation  it  is  a  cinch  that  this  will  be 
by  far  the  best  and  most  enjoyable  convention 
that  has  ever  been  held. 

“Remember  the  date,  December  fourteenth  and 
fifteenth.  ‘Come  on  and  lift,’  and  get  as  many  of 
your  friends  as  possible  to  send  in  their  applica¬ 
tions  for  this  coruscation.’’ 


Beech  Creek  Tonnage. 

Coal  tonnage  originating  on  the  Beech  Creek 
branch  of  the  New  York  Central  railroad  for  the 
week  ending  November  fourteenth  amounted  to 
205,196  tons,  making  the  total  to  that  date  for 
the  year  7,863,719  tons,  compared  with  6,346,119 
tons  for  the  same  period  in  1904.  This  is  an  in¬ 
crease  of  517,600  tons. 

Coke  tonnage  for  the  same  week  amounted  to 
2,943  tons,  making  the  total  this  year  to  that  date 
77,630  tons  as  compared  with  22,526  tons  during 
the  same  period  in  1904. 

Extensive  improvements  are  being  made  by 
the  Foley  Coal  Co.,  both  at  its  mines  west  of 
Canton  and  in  its  general  offices  at  Peoria,  Ill. 
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An  association  has  been  formed  in  the  province  of  Ontario  and  the 
maritime  cities  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  to  secure  a  repeal  of  the  tariff  on 
coal  imported  from  the  United  States.  This  position  is  taken  on  the  part  of 
business  men  in  that  territory,  owing  to  the  belief  that  “free”  coal  would 
result  in  greater  industrial  development  in  eastern  Canada.  There  is  a  basis 
for  this  belief,  and  when  the  duties  are  removed,  this  opinion  will  be  sub¬ 
stantiated  by  the  facts  which  develop. 


Look  Out  for  Credits. 

In  times  of  high  prices  and  an  active  demand  for  coal  it  is  well  for  those 
who  have  the  product  to  sell  to  carefully  watch  their  credits  in  order  to  prevent 
heavy  losses  which  otherwise  may  occur.  It  will  be  remembered  that  fol¬ 
lowing  the  boom  of  1902-1903  there  were  many  factors  in  the  business  who 
engaged  in  it  without  adequate  capital  or  knowledge.  They  were  attracted 
by  the  large  profits  which  resulted  from  the  advancing  market,  and,  securing 
desk  room  and  a  few  cars  of  coal,  became  factors  in  the  wholesale  market. 

After  the  boom  was  over  and  Inisiness  returned  to  normal  channels  these 
interests  were  gradually  weeded  out  at  a  cost  of  a  good  many  thousands  of 
dollars  to  producers  of  coal.  In  some  instances  the  schedules  of  assets  and 


liabilities  filed,  when  bankruptcy  proceedings  were  instituted,  showed  that 
they  made  a  living  by  selling  coal  for  less  than  they  paid  for  it,  the  creditors 
making  up  a  deficiency  through  the  fact  they  received  little  or  nothing  for 
the  product  shipped  them. 

Following  the  present  flurry,  it  will  be  found  that  there  are  some  pro¬ 
ducing  companies  in  the  trade  who  are  in  the  same  position  as  those  three 
years  ago.  They  will  be  caught  in  the  reaction,  and  because  of  insufficient 
capital  their  sales  agents  and  shippers  will  be  unable  to  pay  their  bills. 
There  will  be  no  means  of  redress  for  the  operating  companies  who  supply 
such  coal.  The  best  they  can  do  will  be  to  get  ten  or  fifteen  cents  on  the 
dollar  and  sustain  a  loss  anywhere  from  seventy-five  to  ninety  per  cent  on 
the  coal  shipped  to  these  companies.  There  are  so  many  bona  fide,  honest 
shipping  companies  in  the  leading  markets  of  the  country,  with  plenty  of 
capital  back  of  them,  who  can  pay  for  the  coal  when  they  get  it,  that  it  seems 
too  had  for  producers  to  have  to  sell  to  these  fly-by-night  concerns. 

Operating  companies  must  watch  their  credits  very  carefully  or  they  will 
be  caught.  If  they  can  not  find  out  in  any  other  way  as  to  the  financial 
standing  of  a  purchaser,  they  should  obtain  a  report  from  some  commercial 
agency  or  some  other  wholesale  shipper  before  they  ship  the  coal.  If  pro¬ 
ducing  companies  follow  this  advice  it  will  mean  a  saving  of  hundreds  of 
dollars  to  them.  If  they  do  not,  they  can  blame  no  one  for  the  losses  which 
will  be  sure  to  ensue. 


.A  Word  of  Tribute. 

There  were  many  in  the  Chicago  coal  trade  who  did  not  know  John 
H.  Brown,  resident  partner  of  E.  L.  Hedstrom  &  Co.,  who  passed  away  last 
Sunday,  although  he  had  been  an  active  factor  in  the  business  life  of  this 
city  for  twenty  years.  He  was  not  a  seeker  after  publicity;  he  much  preferred 
to  discuss  an  interesting  question  with  one  who  could  think  rather  than  to 
permit  his  name  to  be  mentioned  in  the  newspapers. 

Whether  the  readers  of  this  publication  knew  Mr.  Brown  or  not,  there 
are  some  things  in  his  life  which  it  will  profit  them  to  remember.  Chris¬ 
tian  in  the  true  sense  of  the  word,  he  lived  up  to  his  conception  of  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  his  religious  profession.  His  promise  was  as  good  as  his  bond.  He 
did  not  give  his  word  lightly.  When  he  made  a  promise  he  understood  all 
that  it  implied ;  what  its  consequences  would  be,  and  he  expected  to  fulfill  the 
letter  of  that  promise.  Otherwise  he  would  not  give  it.  This  is  something 
to  be  proud  of  in  the  everyday  career  of  a  man.  Manj'  promises  are  made 
with  no  intention  of  keeping  them,  many  are  made  with  the  intention  of 
keeping  them  if  it  is  easy  to  do  so.  Mr.  Brown  never  made  a  promise  unless 
he  intended  to  keep  it,  even  though  in  doing  so  it  meant  self-sacrifice  and  loss. 

In  all  his  life  he  never  resorted  to  trickery  to  attain  material  advance¬ 
ment  or  for  any  other  purpose.  He  abhorred  it  as  he  would  a  deadly  rep¬ 
tile.  If  business  could  not  be  obtained  honestlj'  and  fairly,  he  did  not  want 
it.  He  believed  in  a  principle  which  at  times  seems  almost  defunct  and 
ancient,  that  “honesty  is  the  best  policy.”  And,  believing  in  it,  he  lived  up 
to  the  letter  of  that  principle.  He  was  precise  in  observing  it.  Precision 
in  this  instance  means  that  there  was  no  temptation  which  could  cause  him 
to  depart  from  it. 

These  are  some  of  the  essentials  of  manhood.  They  are  two  of  the 
necessary  esentials  of  true  manhood,  but  Mr.  Brown  had  another  character¬ 
istic  which  even  honest  men  do  not  always  possess..  He  had  learned  to 
think.  When  a  subject  was  presented  to  him  he  did  not  accept  every  ready¬ 
made  opinion  that  was  presented  bearing  on  it.  He  formed  his  own  opinions. 
He  weighed  a  subject  deeply;  he  was  broad-minded  enough  to  look  at  it 
from  every  angle — and  when  he  had  weighed  and  dissected  it,  the  conclusions 
he  reached  were  his  own.  Mr.  Brown  looked  upon  life  as  a  step  to  something 
higher.  He  believed  that  his  Creator  placed  him  here  for  the  purpose  of  de¬ 
veloping  and  using  every  faculty  which  was  inherent  in  him.  He  regarded 
the  power  of  thought  as  the  greatest  blessing  of  man,  and  he  cultivated  it 
until  he  had  a  keen.  Incisive,  judicial  mind. 

Thought  is  the  means  of  spiritual  and  material  advancement.  Any 
thought  is  better  than  none  at  all,  but  the  ability  to  think  rightly,  with 
charity  of  judgment,  but  to  a  fixed  final  purpose,  not  only  benefits  the  one 
who  possesses  it,  but  all  those  who  come  in  contact  with  him.  So  that  in 
this  respect  Mr.  Brown,  besides  setting  a  good  example  to  his  fellows  morally, 
helped  the  progress  of  the  world.  It  is  true  that  one  man  can  not  do  much 
in  this  respect,  but  if  he  sets  others  an  example  and  teaches  them  the  pleas¬ 
ures  and  benefits,  the  broadening  power  and  the  uplifting  influence  of  think¬ 
ing,  and  thinking  rightly,  he  is  doing  all  that  the  Creator  intended  he  should 
do.  Unostentatiously  he  did  these  things,  probably  with  no  thought  of  self, 
but  that  his  fellows  might  derive  the  same  benefits  and  pleasures  he  gained 
from  them.  Who  can  say  that  this  is  not  the  broadest  conception  of  true 
manliness?  Mr.  Brown  was  a  man.  This  is  the  highest  tribute  anyone  can 
pay  him.  ' 
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An  Open  Forum  for  Coal  Men. 


The  Black  Diamond  is  pleased  to  receive  communications  on  any  subject  pertain¬ 
ing  to  the  coal  trade.  This  column  is  always  open  to  these  public  discussions  and  letters 
are  earnestly  solicited.  Communications  should  be  written  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only,  and 
the  name  of  the  writer  must  accompany  them,  although  this  will  be  withheld  from  publica¬ 
tion  if  desired. 


To  the  Ed-itor  of  The  Black  Diamond: 

I  notice  an  article  in  your  issue  of  the  eigh¬ 
teenth,  headed  “The  Question  of  Rate  Regula¬ 
tion.”  In  this  article  you  state  that  it  is  under¬ 
stood  to  be  one  of  the  purposes  of  the  rate  regu¬ 
lators  to  eliminate  the  so-called  “rate  discrimina¬ 
tion,”  giving  local  points  a  pro  rata  rate,  on  basis 
of  through  rate.  “In  other  words,  the  rate  apply¬ 
ing  on  short  haul  will  be  proportionately  smaller 
than  the  rate  on  the  long  haul.  If  this  principle 
were  applied  to  the  coal  trade,  the  markets  for 
many  of  the  mining  communities  would  be  largely 
restricted.”  Then  you  go  on  to  state  that  West 
Virginia  sells  a  large  proportion  of  their  coal 
500  to  1,500  miles  from  point  of  production,  and 
also  that  the  coal  operators  of  Illinois  and  In¬ 
diana  have  increased  their  mining  properties  with 
a  view  to  invading  the  northwest,  a  market  which 
is  a  considerable  distance  from  the  mining  sec¬ 
tion. 

We  do  not  understand  why  it  should  make  any 
difference  to  a  coal  operator  if  the  freight  rate 
to  local  points  was  based  on  a  proportionate  dis¬ 
tance  of  the  long-haul  point;  for  instance,  say 
from  Pittsburg  to  Chicago  a  freight  rate  of  $1.90 
per  net  ton  is  charged,  but  $1.85  is  charged  for 
the  same  ton  to  Goshen,  Ind.  Would  this  not 
look  to  you  as  though  there  was  a  discrimination 
either  in  favor  of  Chicago  or  against  Goshen? 
If  the  freight  rate  to  Goshen  from  Pittsburg  was 
based  on  the  long  haul  from  Pittsburg  to  Qii- 
cago,  the  rate  would  be  in  the  neighborhood  of 
$1.60.  You  also  state  that  if  the  freight  rate 
on  coal  from  the  originating  points,  viz.,  Indiana, 
West  Virginia  and  Illinois,  was  equalized  on  the 
basis  of  local  points  tributary  to  them  it  would 
become  so  high  that  distribution  at  a  long  dis¬ 
tance  would  be  impossible. 

In  this  we  think  you  are  correct,  but  as  we  un¬ 
derstand  it  the  rate  is  to  be  applied  to  local 
points  between  the  long-haul  point  and  the  point 
at  which  the  shipment  originates,  giving  a 
freight  rate  to  the  points  in  between  which  would 
no  doubt  reduce  the  rates  as  charged  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  time,  but  we  fail  to  see  where  this  would  be 
a  hardship  on  either  the  manufacturer  or  coal 
operator,  and  presume  that  the  hardship  would 
apply  to  the  stockholders  of  the  railroad  compa¬ 
nies. 

I  would  like  to  know  if  you  are  misquoted 
either  in  the  fourth  or  fifth  paragraphs  of  this 
article.  Thanking  you  in  advance,  I  am. 

Yours  very  truly,  B.  S.  Ham  mill. 

Pittsburg,  Nov.  23. 

With  one  or  two  minor  corrections  the  state¬ 
ments  attributed  _  to  The  Black  Diamond  are 
correct.  The  point  of  view  in  considering  this 
matter  makes  all  the  difference  in  the  world. 
The  writer  of  this  communication  is  sincere  in 
his  opinion  that  the  result  of  government  rate 
regulation  would  be  to  reduce  the  tariff  rate  on 
the  short  haul  to  the  proportionate  amount  of 
the  present_  tariff  rate  on  the  long  haul.  We  are 
of  the  opinion  that  in  practice  it  would  work  out 
the  other  way.  The  long-haul  rate  would  be  in¬ 
creased  till  it  was  proportionately  larger  than  the 
short-haul  rate.  Taking  this  view  of  the  mat¬ 
ter,  Goshen,  Ind.,  would  not  receive  any  benefit 
from  the  government  regulation  of  rates.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  rate  to  Chicago  would  be  in¬ 
creased  and  the  hardship  which  would  apply  to 
producers  of  Pittsburg  coal  would  be  great,  be- 
cause_  they  would  be  handicapped  in  doing  busi¬ 
ness  in  Chicago  as  a  market. 

We  believe  that  if  rates  were  equalized  the 
long-haul  rate  would  be  increased,  because  a  re¬ 
duction  of  the  short-haul  rate  would  result  in 
loss  to  the  transportation  companies.  We  do  not 
understand  that  it  is  the  desire  of  President 
Roosevelt  to  cause  railroad  companies  positive 
loss,  but  what  he  wants  is  the  “square  deal”  for 
every  one.  The  loss  would  come  in  because  the 
principal  charge  in  transporting  commodities  is 
in  making  up  trains,  switching  at  terminals,  main¬ 


taining  terminals  and  fixed  charges  of  terminals. 
The  mileage  cost  of  moving  a, ton  of  coal  is  not 
nearly  so  great  as  the  switching  cost  at  terminal, 
because  of  the  immense  expense  in  maintaining 
terminals.  Where  expensive  terminals  are  main¬ 
tained  the  cost  of  handling  freight  is  reduced  in 
proportion  to  the  volume  of  tonnage  handled. 
Thus,  while  in  Chicago  terminal  expenses  are 
very  great,  they  are  smaller  per  ton  of  coal  than 
at  Goshen,  because  a  much  larger  volume  is 
handled.  This  is  a  factor  of  considerable  im¬ 
portance. 

No  doubt  there  are  instances  of  discrimina¬ 
tion  in  the  present  railroad  rates.  These  are  being 
corrected  every  day.  The  average  traffic  official 
is  inclined  to  give  the  public  a  square  deal  at 
present.  Public  sentiment  is  a  factor  in  eliminat¬ 
ing  abuses  of  railroad  management,  great  prog¬ 
ress  having  been  made  in  the  last  decade  in  this 
respect.  Personally  we  are  opposed  to  anything 
that  savors  of  paternalism,  because  its  effect  will 
be  to  stifle  competition  and  eliminate  the  indi¬ 
vidual  factor.  The  individual  working  to  the 
extent  of  his  capacity  has  made  this  country 
what  it  is,  because  he  has  strived  to  exceed  his 
fellows.  Paternalism  in  government  regulation 
of  rates  would  stifle  individual  effort,  and,  per¬ 
haps,  have  a  tendency  to  prevent  the  promotion 
of  private  transportation  companies.  It  certainly 
would  be  if  they  could  not  make  a  profit  on  the 
tonnage  they  handled. 

Furthermore,  if  complicated  machinery  is  pro¬ 
vided  to  prevent  rate  discrimination,  we  are  not 
so  sanguine  that  it  will  result  in  important  re¬ 
forms  immediately.  The  expense  will  be  heavy 
and  individual  shippers  can  not  always  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  situation,  even  if  they  are  so  in¬ 
clined.  Public  sentiment,  thoroughly  aroused 
and  on  a  healthy  basis,  will  prevent  rate  di.scrim- 
ination,  while  legislation  along  this  line  frequently 
will  do  more  harm  than  good. —  (Editor.) 

V 

Advocates  Reciprocal  Service. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Black  Diamond: 

There  is  a  matter  that  I  have  not  yet  seen  dis¬ 
cussed  in  your  widely  circulated  journal,  which 
is  of  such  vital  importance  to  the  coal  operators 
that  it  has  surprised  me  that  it  has  escaped  your 
watchful  eyes  thus  far,  and  that  is  the  one-sided¬ 
ness  of  the  question  of  car  service.  Now,  while 
we  do  not  cavil  at  the  action  of  the  railroads  for 
using  this  method  of  vacating  their  cars  after  a 
reasonable  time  has  elapsed,  what  we  do  com¬ 
plain  of  is  that  the  shipper  is  denied  redress 
equally  when  the  railroads  allow  their  cars  of 
coal  to  stand  on  track  indefinitely  after  recon¬ 
signment,  and  the  shipper  is  powerless  to  help 
himself. 

What  we  would  like  to  see,  that  would  work 
wonders  and  would  commend  itself  for  its 
equity  to  all  fair-minded  persons,  and  that  could 
not  be  successfully  controverted  as  being  unfair, 
is  a  law  that  would  give  the  shipper  the  same 
car  service  claim  that  the  railroads  collect.  We 
are  quite  sure  that  all  roads  have  a  rule  that  is 
vigorously  applied,  that,  after  a  certain  number 
of  days  after  the  arrival  of  a  car  of  coal,  for  in¬ 
stance,  the  car  shall  stand  charged  with  a  dollar 
per  day  until  it  shall  be  unloaded.  Very  good. 
Now  for  equitable  retaliation.  For  every  day 
that  the  car  stands  upon  track  in  excess  of  the 
number  of  days  allowed  by  the  railroad  on  which 
no  demurrage  is  charged,  the  same  demurrage 
shall  be  due  from  the  railroad  company  to  the 
shipper  of  the  coal.  To  illustrate:  Should  the 
railroads  allow  five  days  in  which  the  coal  is 
to  be  sold  and  reconsigned,  after  which  one  dollar 
($1.00)  per  day  shall  be  charged  against  the 
car  until  reconsigned,  after  the  car  of  coal  shall 
have  been  reconsigned  and  shall  stand  without 


being  moved  to  destination  for  five  days,  one 
dollar  ($1.00)  per  day  may  be  charged  against 
the  railroad  therafter  until  the  car  is  for¬ 
warded. 

Now,  there  may  be  objections  to  this  proposi¬ 
tion  that  we  have  not  thought  of.  We  request 
that  you,  as  one  of  the  leading  coal  journals  in 
the  United  States,  give  this  article  room  in  your 
paper,  and  if  the  question  appeals  to  the  fair- 
minded  readers  of  The  Black  Diamond  they 
will  be  quick  to  take  the  question  up  and  good 
may  come  from  it. 

Yours  truly, 

Chicago,  III.,  Nov.  27.  J.  E.  Covel. 

The  writer  of  this  communication  has  over¬ 
looked  the  position  taken  by  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond  on  this  subject.  We  have  consistently, 
publicly  and  privately,  advocated  reciprocal  de- 
inurrage.  During  190.1  and  1904  the  laws  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  Mississippi  were  published  in  our  col¬ 
umns,  and  we  have  favored  this  legislation  at 
every  opportunity.  These  laws  provide  that 
lo.aded  freight  cars  shall  be  transported  fiftj 
miles  each  twenty-four  hours,  or  the  railroads 
shall  pay  $1.00  demurrage  charges  for  each  day 
they  fail  to  move  freight  that  distance ;  they 
also  provide  that  loaded  cars  shall  be  switched 
to  sidetrack  within  twenty-four  hours  from  the 
time  of  arrival  at  destination,  and  the  railroads 
shall  pay  $1.00  demurrage  for  each  day  that 
elapses  they  fail  to  switch  cars.  Of  course,  due 
allowance  is  made  for  the  acts  of  Providence 
which  will  prevent  transportation  or  switching  of 
cars.  We  believe  that  where  the  railroads  fail 
to  live  up  to  these  provisions  they  should  give 
shipping  companies  a  credit  to  the  amount  of  the 
demurrage  which  shall  be  an  offset  for  excess 
time  required  over  the  usual  “free”  time  allowed 
by  the  railroads  on  cars  standing  at  terminals. 
Turn  about  is  fair  play.  The  time  will  arrive 
when  national  legislation  along  these  lines  will 
be  regarded  as  a  necessity  by  all  classes  of  ship¬ 
pers.  Traffic  officials,  in  many  instances,  if  they 
were  to  express  their  private  opinions  would 
admit  that  some  such  arrangement  as  this  would 
promote  greater  efficiency  in  the  operating  de¬ 
partments  of  various  railroads.  We  believe  in 
reciprocal  demurrage  and  think  that  a  great 
many  coal  shippers^  will  favor  it  when  they  un¬ 
derstand  what  it  is  proposed  to  accomplish. — 
(Editor.) 


^lew  Association  in  New  York. 

John  H.  Lynch  and  Charles  M.  Stuart,  two  re¬ 
tail  coal  dealers  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  are  at  the  head 
of  a  new  organization  known  as  the  Eastern  and 
Central  New  York  Retail  Coal  Merchants’  Asso¬ 
ciation.  It  is  incorporated  under  the  member¬ 
ship  corporation  law,  and  the  papers,  which  have 
now  been  filed,  make  it  appear  to  be  formed  for 
fraternal  purposes.  There  are  nine  directors,  as 
follows:  John  H.  Lynch  and  Chas.  M.  Stuart, 
both  of  Albany,  N.  Y. ;  James  W.  Hunting,  Edw. 
B.  Ashton,  A.  Dusault,  H.  G.  Dewey',  Albert 
Booker,  Andrew  D.  Morgan  and  Nicholas  Irving, 
of  surrounding  cities  and  towns. 

The  association  is  formed  for  the  following  pur¬ 
poses  : ' 

“To  foster  the  business  interests  of  its  members 
and  the  interest  of  trade  and  commerce  generally ; 
to  collect  and  disseminate  any  and  all  proper  in¬ 
formation  and  intelligence  for  mutual  benefit,  con¬ 
venience  and  protection  of  the  members,  to  estab¬ 
lish  friendly  relations  among  the  members  and  a 
more  friendly  and  enlarged  intercourse  among  the 
business  men;  to  do  every  act  and  thing  necessary 
to  or  consistent  with  the  accomplishment  of  the 
purposes  and  objects  of  the  corporation.” 


Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 

'J'he  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  &  Coal 
Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  transported 
over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  November 
twenty-fifth,  the  corresponding  week  last  year, 
the  year  to  date  and  the  corresponding  period  in 
1904  : 

Cumber- 

Broad  Top.  land.  Total. 

Weekending  Nov.  2.'>.  190.S...  23.14  1  19.241  42,3S4 

Corresponding  week.  1904....  10,88.5  23.C:t,s  34.523 

Total  for  1905  . 600,581  910.859  1.571.4  10 

Corresponding  period,  1904 ..  .519,444  992,549  1,511,993 
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Western  General  and  Personal.  Notes. 


“Jabe”  Woolley,  of  the  Woolley  Coal  Co., 
Evansville,  Ind.,  has  returned  from  a  business 
trip  to  Arizona. 

Walter  S.  Bogle,  president  of  the  Crescent 
Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Plymouth  building,  Chicago, 
is  in  the  east  this  week  on  a  business  trip. 

George  F.  Stahmer,  car  clerk  with  Coxe  Bros. 
&  Co.,  Inc.,  the  Rookery,  has  resigned  to  accept 
a  similar  position  with  the  Globe  Coal  Co.,  Old 
Colony  building,  Chicago. 

The  Lake  Superior  Car  Service  Association 
handled  17,164  cars  of  coal  and  coke  during  the 
month  of  October,  a  considerable  increase  over 
any  previous  record  for  that  month. 

On  December  first  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  suc¬ 
ceeded  to  the  wholesale  carlot  business  of  the 
Youghiogheny  &  Lehigh  Coal  Co.,  the  Pioneer 
h'uel  Co.,  the  Ohio  Coal  Co.  and  the  Jones  & 
Adams  Co.,  both  at  Chicago  and  in  the  north¬ 
west. 

C.  C.  Smith  &  Co.  is  the  name  of  a  new  coal 
shipping  firm  with  a  suite  of  offices  at  1060  Old 
Colony  building.  “Qean  Coal”  Smith  is  at  the 
head  of  the  firm,  which  will  engage  in  the  whole¬ 
sale  business  of  handling  all  descriptions  of  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  and  coke. 

E.  S.  Gray,  a  coal  operator  at  Danville,  Ill., 
met  death  recently  in  a  peculiar  manner.  While 
assisting  in  moving  an  engine  he  fell  and  a  wheel 
passed  over  his  face  and  the  front  of  his  skull, 
killing  him  almost  instantly.  He  was  sixty- 
four  years  of  age  and  leaves  a  wife  and  four 
children. 

S.  M.  Dalzell,  general  manager  of  the  Spring 
Valley  Coal  Co.  and  president  of  the  Illinois 
Third-Vein  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chi¬ 
cago,  has  had  a  relapse  as  a  result  of  the  mild 
weather  which  prevailed  the  early  part  of  the 
week,  and  was  again  a  sufferer  for  several  days 
from  inflammatory  rheumatism.  The  cold  wave 
Wednesday,  however,  had  a  beneficial  effect,  and 
Mr.  Dalzell  was  able  to  visit  his  office  for  several 
hours  on  that  day. 

N.  L.  Kratz,  treasurer  of  the  Covey-Durham 
Coal  Co.,  Plymouth  building,  Chicago,  was  op¬ 
erated  on  at  Silver  Cross  hospital,  Joliet,  Ill., 
Tuesday  morning  of  this  week,  for  appendicitis. 
Mr.  Kratz  has  been  a  sufferer  from  this  malady 
for  a  number  of  weeks.  According  to  the  latest 
reports  received  in  Chicago  he  passed  through 
the  ordeal  Splendidly  and  is  on  the  road  to  re¬ 
covery,  which  will  be  welcome  news  to  his  many 
friends  in  the  coal  trade. 

C.  H.  Chisam,  president  of  the  Iowa  and  Ne¬ 
braska  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  and  also 
president  of  the  Council  Bluffs  Coal  &  Ice  Co., 
Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  was  in  Chicago  this  week 
with  a  committee  of  coal  men  from  his  city  to 
take  up  railroad  matters.  He  was  accompanied 
by  Mrs.  Chisam,  who  came  for  a  day’s  shop¬ 
ping.  Wednesday  night  they  left  Chicago  for 
the  run  to  Omaha,  and  on  Thanksgiving  day 
took  their  turkey  dinner  at  home. 

Washed  coals  were  advanced  in  the  western 
market  yesterday.  No.  1  washed  is  now  held  at 
$2.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  it  having  formerly  sold  at 

$2.25.  No.  2  washed  is  now  quoted  at  $1.85 

f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  as  against  a  former  price  of 
$1.65.  No.  3  washed  is  now  quoted  at  $1.50 

f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  the  former  circular  figure  being 
considerably  less.  Unwashed  three-inch  screen¬ 
ings  are  quoted  at  eighty-five  cents  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine.  The  freight  rate  on  this  coal  to  Chicago 
is  $1.00  per  ton. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  at 
Madison,  Wis.,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  &  Sup¬ 
ply  Co.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $750,000,  to  do 
business  at  Milwaukee.  The  incorporators  of 

the  company  are  Jesse  B.  Whitnall,  John  L. 
Rademaker  and  George  S.  Eastman.  The  in¬ 
corporation  of  this  company,  it  is  said,  means 
that  the  Whitnall  Coal  Co.,  of  Milwaukee,  will 
merge  a  number  of  smaller  corporations  in  that 
city,  including  the  Whitnall  Coal  Co.,  211  Grand 
avenue,  with  a  capital  of  $250,000 ;  the  Whitnall 
&  Rademaker  Supply  Co.,  211  Grand  avenue. 


with  a  capital  of  $250,000 ;  the  Cream  City  Fuel 
Co.,  3013  Brown  street,  with  a  capital  of  $20,- 
000;  the  Independent  Fuel  Co.,  413  Grand  ave¬ 
nue,  with  a  capital  of  $50,000,  and  Devos  &  Whit¬ 
nall,  208-212  State  street,  with  a  capital  of  $15,- 
(KlO,  together  with  other  interests.  It  is  said  the 
company  will  control  two  docks  on  the  Menomo¬ 
nee  river,  one  on  the  Kinnickinnic  and  Milwaukee 
rivers  and  the  other  up  the  Milwaukee  river. 
It  is  asserted  the  new  company  will  be  inde¬ 
pendent  of  all  other  dock  interests  at  that  point. 

The  Vandalia  Coal  Co.,  Chicago  and  Indian¬ 
apolis,  has  issued  a  very  attractive  atlas,  ad¬ 
vertising  its  coal  product.  This  atlas  is  desig¬ 
nated  as  the  “Indiana  Atlas  of  the  World”  and 
contains  a  number  of  very  complete  maps,  includ¬ 
ing  topographical  maps  of  Indiana,  North  and 
South  America  and  the  other  continents.  It  will 
be  of  great  value  for  office  use  and  has  been  pre¬ 
pared  in  excellent  style.  The  Vandalia  Coal  Co. 
has  sent  these  atlases  out  to  its  customers  and 
friends  gratis. 

In  response  to  numerous  protests  and  com¬ 
plaints  by  C.  L.  Pyle,  manager  of  the  Eureka 
Anthracite  Coal  Co.,  of  Clarksville,  Ark.,  of  re¬ 
fusal  to  provide  cars  and  of  discrimination  in 
favor  of  other  coal  companies,  the  Arkansas 
railroad  commission  has  cited  the  Iron  Mountain 
railroad  to  appear  and  show  cause  why  it  should 
not  be  punished  for  a  violation  of  section  6813 
of  the  digest  providing  a  penalty  of  not  less 
than  $500  nor  more  than  $3,000.  The  hearing 
will  occur  December  thirteenth. 

H.  D.  Brown,  of  the  Brown  Coal  Co.,  Sioux 
City,  Iowa,  was  in  Chicago  this  week  on  business. 
Mr.  Brown  says  that  Sioux  City  is  short  of  coal, 
with  the  exception  of  Iowa  screenings  to  apply 
on  steam  contracts.  These  are  plentiful,  para¬ 
doxical  as  it  may  seem.  The  present  supply  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  Iowa  mines  are  running  heav¬ 
ily  on  inch  and  a  quarter  fuel  coal  for  railroad 
business,  and  the  screenings  must  be  moved.  In 
order  to  obtain  fuel  coal  it  is  necessary  to  give 
disposition  to  the  fine  coals  and  this  the  railroads 
are  doing. 

The  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  railroad  is 
planning  ’to  take  a  number  of  Chicago  coal  men 
to  Dolton,  Ill.,  this  morning  at  ten  o’clock  for 
the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  new  terminals  of 
the  company  in  operation  at  that  point.  These 
terminals  have  been  arranged  to  permit  of  the 
quick  dispatch  of  coal  freight  in  reconsigning  and 
delivering  to  consignees  along  the  Chicago  & 
Eastern  Illinois  in  Chicago.  Many  thousands  of 
dollars  have  been  expended  in  completing  the 
betterments  and  in  providing  facilities  which  will 
enable  the  company  to  give  its  patrons  the  best 
of  service. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Kelly  Coal  Co.  will 
shortly  remove  its  offices  from  the  Old  Colony 
building,  Chicago,  to  the  Grand  Central  station 
at  Fifth  avenue  and  Harrison  street.  John  R. 
Walsh  is  one  of  the  principal  stockholders  in  the 
Kelly  Coal  Co.,  and  as  his  railroad  and  coal  in¬ 
terests  all  have  their  general  offices  in  the  Grand 
Central  station  it  is  understood  that  the  change 
will  be  made  for  the  purpose  of  unifying  them. 
The  Kelly  Coal  Co.  is  a  heavy  producer  of  Dan¬ 
ville  coal,  having  a  production  of  over  2,000,000 
tons  annually.  Its  mines  are  located  on  'the 
Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  and  the  route  of  the 
Chicago  extension  of  the  Southern  Indiana  rail¬ 
road,  which  will  be  completed  within  a  few 
months. 

Considerable  complaint  is  being  indulged  in  by 
the  trade  at  the  coal  that  is  being  offered  in  the 
Chicago  market  at  present  as  genuine  Hocking. 
As  frequently  happens  when  there  is  a  strong 
market  on  this  coal,  every  rag  end  and  bobtail 
that  comes  out  of  the  ground  in  Ohio  is  given  this 
designation  and  sold  as  such.  There  is  no  neces¬ 
sity  to  characterize  such  business  methods  as 
dishonest.  They  constitute  a  swindle,  and  those 
engaging  in  that  kind  of  business  ought  to  be 
lirought  to  account  for  it.  One  instance  has  come 
to  the  attention  of  The  Bl.\ck  Diamond  where 
a  Cleveland  company  which  states  on  its  letter¬ 
head  that  it  produces  No.  8  and  Cambridge  coal. 


is  offering  “Hocking”  as  the  genuine  product. 
In  one  of  the  circular  letters  which  this  Cleve¬ 
land  company  sent  out  to  a  shipping  company 
that  produces  Hocking  it  stamped  out  the  word 
“Hocking”  and  wrote  over  it  “Massillon.”  The 
substitution  of  the  latter  coal  for  Hocking  would 
not  be  so  much  of  a  swindle,  except  that  it  would 
be  depriving  the  buyer  of  a  coal  he  thought  he 
was  buying  and  would  be  giving  him  something 
else.  Dealers  and  buyers  of  Hocking  coal  should 
be  on  their  guard  against  fraudulent  coals  of¬ 
fered  for  something  they  are  not.  And  they 
should  not  confine  their  investigations  to  Chicago, 
either.  Apparently  shippers  at  Cleveland  and 
other  points  are  engaged  in  sharp  practices  by 
which  they  hope  to  turn  a  dishonest  dollar. 

Col.  T.  N.  Mordue,  resident  manager  of  Cast- 
ner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  Old  Colony  building,  Chi¬ 
cago,  this  week  made  about  the  quickest  trip  to 
Philadelphia  on  record.  He  left  Chicago  on 
Sunday  afternoon  at  3 :30  o’clock  on  the  eigh¬ 
teen  hour  train  and  arrived  in  Philadelphia  the 
next  morning  in  time  for  breakfast.  He  was 
present  at  a  conference  with  members  of  the 
firm  for  several  hours,  called  upon  a  number  of 
acquaintances  in  Philadelphia,  transacted  business 
with  others  and  left  at  five  o’clock  Monday  even¬ 
ing  for  Chicago,  reaching  here  Tuesday  morning 
in  time  to  have  breakfast  at  his  home  at  Engle¬ 
wood.  This  is  “going  some,”  and  is  an  indication 
of  the  manner  in  which  passenger  traffic  is  han¬ 
dled  in  this  modern  age. 

The  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  yards  at 
Oiicago  are  badly  congested  as  a  consequence 
of  peculiar  conditions.  This  railroad  ran  short 
in  its  supply  of  fuel  coal  and  last  week  and  the 
week  before  made  purchases  wherever  the  prod¬ 
uct  could  be  bought,  pa)’ing  as  high  as  $2.50 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  inch  and  a  quarter  lump. 
.411  this  coal  arrived  in  Chicago  the  early  part 
of  the  week,  reaching  the  Western  avenue  ter¬ 
minals  of  the  “Q”  railroad.  There  were  between 
250  and  300  cars  on  track  at  that  point,  and  with 
the  other  freight  which  was  standing  there  a  con¬ 
gestion  resulted,  which  has  seriously  interfered 
with  making  up  freight  trains  and  with  the 
switching  of  cars  to  belt  railways.  It  is  under¬ 
stood  that  the  “Q”  is  not  in  the  market  for  any 
more  coal  until  it  can  clean  up  the  accumulation 
on  its  tracks. 

E.  O.  Fellows,  the  coal  man  on  trial  at  Minne¬ 
apolis,  last  week  stated  his  defense  under  the 
charge  against  him  of  attempting  to  pass  a 
forged  check  for  $5,000.  He  claims  that  he  was 
doing  business  and  handling  the  coal  of  the  Pea- 
vey  company  through  a  credit  agreement.  It  is 
understood  that  Fellows  will  claim  this  agree¬ 
ment  was  usurious  and  therefore  void,  and  if 
void  he  owed  them  nothing,  therefore  there  could 
not  have  been  a  shortage  of  $6,000.  as  claimed 
by  the  state  in  prosecuting  the  case.  Fellows 
testified  that  the  agreement  he  had  with  the 
Peavey  company  provided  he  should  pay  interest 
on  the  coal  he  bought  of  the  corporation  at  the 
rate  of  six  per  cent  per  annum,  but  that  the 
company  interpreted  it  at  six  per  cent  per  month, 
and  it  compounded  interest,  making  him  pay 
thousands  of  dollars  in  this  way.  .4t  last  ac¬ 
counts  no  verdict  had  been  returned  in  the  case. 

James  McDonald,  a  well  known  Chicago  coal 
man,  has  a  complete  outfit  for  an  athlete  which  he 
believes  he  would  like  to  dispose  of  at  a  low 
price.  .4t  least  this  is  the  intimation  that  his 
friends  have  been  conveying.  It  seems  that  Mr. 
McDonald  has  been  growing  rapidly  corpulent  in 
recent  years  and  he  determined  to  go  in  for 
athletics.  He  joined  a  class  at  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
and  equipped  himself  to  do  a  few  stunts.  The 
first  night  the  idea  of  athletics  impressed  itself 
upon  Mr.  McDonald.  He  quit  the  class  feel¬ 
ing  like  a  fighting  cock  and  proud  of  his  prowess. 
But  the  next  day  it  was  different.  He  felt  as 
if  he  had  been  put  through  a  threshing  machine. 
Every  bone  in  his  body  ached  and  his  arms  were 
so  stiff  that  when  he  raised  them  he  felt  as  if 
they  were  coming  out  by  the  roots.  McDonald 
says  that  he  would  rather  become  the  prize  fat 
man  than  go  through  any  -more  such  experiences, 
hence  the  athletic  outfit  can  be  purchased  at  a 
low  price. 
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Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  29. 

The  unusually  mild  weather  in  the  eastern  states 
the  past  week  has  resulted  in  more  or  less  quiet¬ 
ness  in  the  anthracite  market,  particularly  at  re¬ 
tail  in  the  large  consuming  centers.  At  these 
points,  the  transient  trade  is  the  important  factor, 
and  the  market  fluctuates  according  to  the  rise 
and  fall  of  the  mercury  in  the  thermometer.  Deal¬ 
ers  who  supply  principally  the  domestic  trade  re¬ 
port  that  the  orders  received  since  this  mild 
weather  commenced  have  shown  a  considerable 
falling  off,  indicating  that  consumers  who  stored 
coal  for  the  future  have  generally  filled  up  their 
bins.  Notwithstanding  this  quietness,  the  market 
has  not  been  materially  affected  in  a  general  way, 
all  of  the  shipping  companies  having  a  sufficient 
number  of  orders  to  absorb  all  the  coal  reaching 
the  different  shipping  ports.  Where  a  cargo  is 
diverted  from  a  regular  consignee,  due  to  the  dull¬ 
ness  of  the  demand,  it  is  appreciated  by  the  ship¬ 
ping  companies,  because  it  enables  them  to  fill 
orders  which  were  received  some  time  ago,  and 
which  have  not  been  supplied  with  coal,  due  to 
the  large  volume  of  business  in  hand. 

The  volume  of  tonnage  reaching  tide-water  is 
of  fair  proportions,  but  the  larger  demand  which 
has  prevailed  this  year,  and  which  has  developed 
on  some  sizes  particularly,  has  created  a  shortage. 
During  the  past  week  shipping  companies  have 
had  a  breathing  spell,  and  have  endeavored  to 
fill  some  of  the  back  orders.  Excellent  transporta¬ 
tion  on  all  main  lines  to  tide-water  shipping  points, 
and  coastwise  eastward,  has  resulted  in  a  very 
steady  movement  of  coal  for  some  weeks  past. 
Most  of  the  urgent  business  has  been  supplied, 
which  is  furnishing  some  relief  from  the  strenuous 
conditions  that  prevailed  early  in  the  month.  It 
is  expected,  however,  that  much  new  business  will 
develop  in  that  territory,  calling  for  a  heavier  ton¬ 
nage.  It  is  not  so  certain  that  this  can  be  sup¬ 
plied  with  facility,  as  shipping  at  this  period  of 
the  year  is  precarious,  high  winds  usually  prevail¬ 
ing,  while  snow  storms  and  ice  in  the  harbors  may 
make  it  somewhat  hazardous.  Inclement  weather 
conditions  greatly  hamper  both  railroads  and 
coast-wise  vessels  in  getting  forward  the  coal  ton¬ 
nage  needed.  Possibly  they  may  prevent  ship¬ 
ments  at  a  time  when  they  are  required,  as  they 
usually  curtail  movement  during  the  mid-winter 
months. 

Car  Shortage  Continues  as  Feature. 

The  most  important  feature  which  is  curtailing 
the  movement  of  coal  to  all  localities  is  the  short 
supply  of  cars  at  the  collieries.  While  this  is  an 
annual  occurrence,  this  year  it  was  worse,  came 
earlier,  and  extended  over  a  longer  period  than 
usual.  Practically  all  shippers  have  on  their  books 
an  excess  of  orders  over  those  that  can  be  sup¬ 


plied  at  present,  due  to  the  shortage  of  equipment. 
In  the  all-rail  trade,  it  is  merely  a  question  of 
piecing  out  coal  available  to  supply  those  orders 
which  are  the  most  urgent  and  which  can  be 
transported  to  the  best  advantage.  It  is  thought 
that  the  amount  of  coal  being  supplied  in  the  all¬ 
rail  territory  is  only  about  seventy-five  per  cent 
of  that  for  which  orders  have  been  received.  This 
shortage  of  cars,  however,  is  not  an  unmixed  evil. 
In  a  great  measure  it  is  a  source  of  impetus  to 
the  buying  demand,  which  has  prevailed  for  sev¬ 
eral  weeks  past. 

Production  of  anthracite  at  the  collieries  is 
on  a  fairly  large  scale,  although  more  coal  could 
be  produced  if  the  equipment  were  available.  The 
closing  of  lake  navigation  at  any  time  now  is 
likely  to  furnish  some  relief  in  the  matter  of 
equipment,  and  as  soon  as  lake  shipments  cease 
many  cars  will  be  diverted  to  the  western  and 
eastern  rail  trade. 

Trade  eastward  is  active,  with  a  heavy  run  of 
orders.  These  generally  are  receiving  prompt  at¬ 
tention  except  on  certain  sizes  which  are  short 
of  the  requirements.  The  volume  of  all-rail  busi¬ 
ness,  in  the  aggregate,  is  very  large  and  can  not 
be  given  the  attention  desired  by  buyers.  Where 
this  trade  is  given  its  quota  of  coal,  the  delays  of 
loaded  cars  in  transit  over  foreign  roads  are  the 
source  of  much  annoyance,  and  the  railroad  com¬ 
panies  obtain  very  poor  service  from  their  equip¬ 
ment.  The  steam  sizes  are  in  active  demand,  and 
are  moving  off  as  freely  as  domestic  grades.  In 
some  instances,  they  are  in  shorter  supply  than 
egg  and  grate,  this  being  particularly  true  of  pea 
coal,  which  is  short  with  every  producer  and  in 
some  instances  is  commanding  a  premium  for 
spot  cargoes. 

Bituminous  Trade  Is  Steady. 

There  is  no  change  worthy  of  note  in  the  At¬ 
lantic  seaboard  bituminous  trade,  conditions  being 
similar  to  those  that  have  prevailed  for  several 
weeks  past.  Stocks  in  consumers’  hands  are  of 
fair  proportions  and  generally  are  sufficient  to 
meet  all  current  needs.  There  is  evidently  a  de¬ 
sire  on  the  part  of  all  large  consumers  to  increase 
their  consignments  over  the  allotments  called  for 
by  contract,  for  the  purpose  of  accumulating  a 
stock  to  use  in  an  emergency.  Most  shipping 
companies  have  supplied  more  coal  than  is  called 
for  on  the  monthly  allotments,  but  notwithstand¬ 
ing  this  fact,  consignees  are  desirous  of  obtaining 
a  still  heavier  tonnage.  This  condition  is  general 
with  all  the  consumers,  and  in  addition  to  the  de¬ 
sire  to  accumulate  surplus  stocks  it  is  thought  the 
consumption  has  been  greater,  due  to  wider  ac¬ 
tivity  in  manufacturing  circles  and  the  prosperity 
of  the  country. 

The  car  supply  on  all  the  main  line  roads  has 
shown  little  change.  The  fact  that  it  is  no  worse 


is  gratifying  and  really  is  an  indication  of  an  im¬ 
provement,  as  storms  at  this  time  of  the  year 
frequently  tie  up  transportation.  It  is  thought 
that  the  continued  heavy  shipments  which  have 
been  made  for  the  last  thirty  or  sixty  days,  al¬ 
though  they  are  not  up  to  the  tonnage  called  for, 
will  shortly  make  an  impression  on  the  active 
demand.  Coal  has  been  going  forward  with  regu¬ 
larity,  and  the  more  urgent  buyers  have  their  bins 
fairly  well  filled  up.  This  supposition  is  based 
upon  the  continuation  of  the  present  mild  weather. 
Low  temperatures,  snow  storms,  and  high  easterly 
winds  on  the  coast,  usual  at  this  time  of  the  year, 
might  seriously  handicap  transportation.  If  that 
occurs,  naturally  the  market  will  be  very  strong, 
because  the  consumption  of  coal  is  wide,  and  con¬ 
sumers  must  receive  continuous  shipments.  It 
rnay  be  that  prices  would  advance  under  these  con¬ 
ditions.  Satisfactory  business  generally  is  antici¬ 
pated  by  producers  throughout  the  winter,  this 
being  partially  assured  by  the  volume  of  contract 
business  in  hand,  most  of  which  is  for  shipment 
up  to  April  first,  or  later. 

Demand  Active  in  Far  East. 

In  the  far  east,  the  demand  for  coal  continues 
active,  and  the  volume  of  tonnage  required  is 
larger  than  can  be  shipped  to  the  trade  there.  In 
the  standard  grades  there  is  a  shortage  of  coal  at 
.sound  ports,  as  shipments  of  this  description  are 
hampered  by  the  delay  at  the  discharging  ports 
in  that  territory.  This  delay  at  those  points  takes 
from  one  to  two  weeks  in  most  instances.  A 
better  supply  of  the  lower  grades  of  coal  is  reach¬ 
ing  that  territory,  and  it  is  thought  that  this  is 
being  substituted  for  the  standard  descriptions. 
Rates  on  vessels  moving  this  tonnage  continue 
very  high  and  craft  are  inclined  to  be  scarce  out 
of  the  New  York  shipping  ports.  A  good  demand 
is  being  experienced  in  New  York  harbor,  with 
no  large  tonnage  of  coal  available  at  the  loading 
ports.  All  receipts  are  readily  absorbed  on  ar¬ 
rival.  Prices  are  firm  and  range  about  $2.80@2.90 
a  ton  f.  o.  b.  the  shipping  ports  on  ordinary  grades 
of  stearn  coal.  Business  for  all-rail  trade  is  ac¬ 
cumulating  with  the  shipping  companies  to  such 
an  extent  that  orders  are  running  ahead  of  |he 
volume  of  coal  available. 

Transportation  is  fair  on  nearly  all  of  the  main 
line  roads.  _  In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  large 
vessels  are  in  good  supply,  although  there  is  some 
detention  at  loading  points  which  ranges  from  ten 
days  to  two  weeks  at  the  farther  lower  ports,  and 
four  days  to  a  week  at  Philadelphia.  Current  quo¬ 
tations  as  to  freight  rates  from  the  latter  port  are : 
To  Boston,  Salem  and  Portland,  80c;  to  the 
sound,  70@75c:  Lynn  and  Newburyport,  $1.00; 
Gardiner  and  Bangor,  $1.10  and  upward;  Ports¬ 
mouth,  85c;  New  York  to  around  the  cape,  60@ 
65c. 


Market  J^ews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  1. —  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — An  uneasy  condition  has  developed  in  the 
coal  market  during  the  past  week,  and  predictions 
of  an  advance  in  bituminous  prices  have  failed 
to  materialize.  In  fact,  a  downward  tendency  has 
developed,  which  has  nearly  overcome  the  ad¬ 
vance  of  last  week.  The  explanation  for  this 
is  not  forthcoming.  There  has  been  no  visible 
increase  in  the  number  of  available  cars  at  the 
mines  or  in  the  tonnage  of  coal  coming  forward, 
yet  the  slump  is  there  and  dealers  themselves 
are  wondering. 

Range  of  Bituminous  Prices. 

There  is  a  persistent  demand  from  western  con¬ 
sumers  for  both  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal. 
At  points  west  of  Buffalo  the  demand  is  loud  and 
unceasing.  It  was  reported  that  with  the  close 
of  the  week  a  freer  forwarding  from  the  mines 
was  noted  and  some  relief  was  obtained.  This 
was  in  anthracite  and  the  result  was  a  falling  off 
in  carrying  rates  of  ten  cents  a  ton. 

Buffalo  shippers  today  give  prices  of  bitumi¬ 
nous  on  cars  at  International  Bridge,  as  follows, 


which  is  five  cents  more  than  at  Buffalo :  Pitts¬ 
burg  inch  and  a  quarter  lump,  $2.80 ;  three-quarter 
lump,  $2.70;  mine- run,  $2.60;  slack,  $2.20.  Fair- 
mount  and  Allegheny  river  mines,  inch  and  a 
quarter  lump,  $2.60;  three-quarter  lump,  $2.50; 
mine-run,  $2.40;  slack,  $2.05.  This  is  ten  cents  a 
ton  less  than  last  week  and  the  same  as  two 
weeks  ago. 

Do  Not  Expect  Strike. 

The  idea  of  a  big  strike  next  spring  is  not  taken 
seriously  by  local  coal  men.  They  believe  that  a 
satisfactory  agreement  will  be  made  with  the 
miners  and  assume  that  the  reports  of  a  serious 
outlook  have  been  largely  imaginary. 

Fine  weather  with  a  moderate  temperature  has 
caused  a  falling  off  in  local  retail  business  and 
this  fact  has  been  a  benefit  to  the  rail  shipping 
interests.  More  coal  has  been  available  for  out¬ 
side  orders  and  some  of  the  trade  which  has  been 
considerably  neglected  during  the  past  few  weeks 
has  received  attention. 

There  has  been  no  falling  off  in  the  activity  of 
the  Canadian  demand  and  it  has  been  supplied 


as  fully  as  the  handicap  of  a  car  shortage  would 
permit.  Every  year  this  Dominion  trade  has  been 
increasing  and  it  has  become  a  huge  factor  in  the 
shipping  business  of  Buffalo. 

Heavy  Lake  Shipments. 

Lake  coal  shipments  for  the  week  amounted  to 
90,450  tons,  an  excess  of  7,950  tons  over  the  ship¬ 
ments  for  the  corresponding  week  of  1904.  This 
amount  was  distributed  as  follows : 


.  Tons 

Chicago  . 69,000 

Superior  . 9,600 

Waukepian  .  2,700 

Milwaukee  .  6,300 

Ashland  .  2,000 

Duluth  .  8,300 

Port  Huron  .  1,200 

Bay  City  .  650 


Total  . 90,160 


The  Queen  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Jacksonville,  Greene  county,  Ind.,  by 
James  H.  Persons,  E.  L.  Hyatt  and  Florence 
Persons.  The  capital  of  the  company  is  $10,000. 
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Coa/ Market  Conditions  at  Baltimore 


]?Ai.TiM0RE,  Md.,  Nov.  20. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  fact  that  tliat  strike  talk  has 
been  ratlicr  rampant  this  week  has  been  having  its 
effect  upon  the  coal  business  here.  Alleged 
talks  with  Mitchell  and  other  leaders,  all  tending 
to  indicate  industrial  troubles  at  the  mines,  are 
having  their  effect  on  the  public  at  large,  and 
there  was  some  little-  evidence  of  what  may  yet 
turn  out  to  be  a  scramble  to  get  under  cover. 
Storing  of  fuel  is,  therefore,  becoming  more  popu¬ 
lar,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  would  be  even 
more  general  in  character  if  it  were  not  for  the 
car  shortage,  which  is  still  hampering  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  trade  here,  especially  in  the  matter 
of  securing  sufficient  bituminous  coal  to  meet  all 
demands. 

As  the  time  draws  nearer  and  nearer  for  the 
meeting  of  miners  there  is  considerably  more 
anxiety  privately  and  publicly  expressed  as  to 
the  outcome.  That  the  labor  organization  prob¬ 
ably  means  to  risk  a  great  strike  unless  they  can 
bulldoze  the  operators  into  cbnsiderable  conces- 
•sions  seems  to  be  the  feeling  of  many  well  in¬ 
formed  coal  men,  and  this  is  emphasized  by  the 
fact  that  the  territory  contiguous  to  the  western 
end  of  Maryland  and  in  western  Maryland  itself 
has  been  overrun  with  agitators  and  so-called 
“organizers”  with  the  evident  intention  of  bol¬ 
stering  the  workers  up  for  an  expected  crisis 
of  some  sort — and  this  crisis  w’ould  seem  to 
mean  strike. 

First  and  foremost  in  this  movement  in  west¬ 
ern  Maryland  is  William  M.  Wardjon,  chief  or¬ 
ganizer  of  the  united  mine  workers  in  that  field. 
Much  excitement  has  followed  in  the  wake  of  his 
operations,  politics  having  figured  largely  in  the 
affairs  there,  and  it  has  been  an  open  secret  that 
the  Consolidation  Coal  Co.  interests  have  put 
every  possible  barrier  in  Wardjon’s  way,  so  as 
to  prevent  a  close  organization  of  the  men  being 
formed.  Wardjon  was  conspicuous  in  the  Colo- 
I'ado  strike  as  a  leader  of  the  miners. 

Miners  Attempt  to  Organize  Maryland. 

The  most  recent  move  of  the  organizer  was  to 
consult  with  his  attorney,  State  Senator  David 
J.  Lewis,  regarding  criminal  action  against  J.  J. 
Robinson,  editor  of  the  Lonaconing  Star,  for  al¬ 
leged  libel.  Mr.  Robinson  has  made  a  number 
of  serious  charges  against  Wardjon,  the  last  one 
being  attempted  felonious  assault  upon  May 
Beech,  aged  nineteen  years,  at  the  Hotel  Glad¬ 
stone,  Frostburg,  where  the  girl  was  employed. 
She  came  from  an  orphans’  home  in  Frederick. 
Robinson  published  the  names  of  a  number  of 
alleged  witnesses,  but.  Wardjon  claims  that  the 
charge  was  trumped  up  to  injure  him. 

The  feeling  in  the  community  is  very  bitter, 
as  Wardjon  led  the  forces  for  the  recent  demo¬ 
cratic  candidate  for  the  state  senate,  John  B. 
Shannon,  against  the  republican,  David  E.  Dick, 
who  was  defeated  in  what  has  always  been  an 
overwhelmingly  republican  district.  Dick  was  al¬ 
ways  looked  upon  as  a  labor  champion.  There 
have  been  several  riots  during  the  so-called  or¬ 
ganizing  process,  and  the  Lonaconing  Star  office 
was  burned  by  incendiaries  and  one  life  lost  after 
the  paper  attacked  the  move.  More  recently  the 
front  windows  of  the  Frostburg  Herald  office 
were  smashed,  presumably  because  the  Star  is 
being  published  there  now.  All  this  is  merely  re¬ 
ferred  to  to  show  that  there  are  two  bitter  fac¬ 
tions  among  the  men  themselves  in  the  so-called 
organization  move. 

Anthracite  Movement  Improves. 

Anthracite  has  been  moving  along  in  fine  shape 
here  during  the  past  week.  Receipts  have  been 
somewhat  freer,  and,  indeed,  the  continued  warm 
weather,  almost  unprecedented  for  November,  has 
had  a  most  beneficial  effect  on  the  rail  movement. 
Had  it  been  as  cold  as  November  of  last  year, 
two  snows  having  fallen  during  that  period  of 
1904,  the  congestion  of  cars  would  have  been 
much  more  serious.  There  is  a  healthy  demand 
for  all  sizes  of  anthracite,  and  the  business  being 
done  is  an  indication  that  considerable  storing 
is  now  in  progress.  The  trade  is  indeed  in  a 
healthy  state  as  far  as  anthracite  is  concerned. 

An  uneven  market  is  the  feature  of  the  bitumi¬ 
nous  situation.  While  prices  may  be  said  to  be 
good  in  general,  there  is  a  wide  difference  in 


sales.  'I'his  is  dictated  by  the  fact  that  the  price 
is  most  often  set  by  the  needs  of  the  consumer 
for  fuel,  and  by  the  fact  of  whether  or  not  his 
dealer  has  any  coal  for  sale  over  and  above  his 
contract  obligations. 

As  far  as  the  car  situation  is  concerned,  both 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  and  tlie  Pennsylvania  rep¬ 
resentatives  state  that  there  has  been  a  freer 
movement  during  the  past  week  or  ten  days. 
The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  is  largely  attributing  the 
fact  to  a  rigorous  enforcement  of  i  plan  to  get 
hold  of  and  keep  hold  of  its  own  rolling  stock. 
Borrowers  in  the  car  line  have  been  “sat  upon” 
at  every  turn,  and  strenuous  steps  have  been 
taken  to  get  back  cars  that  have  been  wanderers 
upon  the  face  of  the  railroad  map  for  weeks  or 
months. 

Charters  Are  Slightly  Weaker. 

Charters  are  slightly  weaker,  but  not  enough  to 
cause  any  especial  comment.  This  seems  to  be 
due  to  the  fact  that  there  are  ample  offerings  and 
but  little  coal  to  be  had  for  shipment  while  the 
car  shortage  lasts.  While,  as  stated,  the  car 
famine  has  eased  up  slightly,  there  is  every  prom¬ 
ise  that  a  most  serious  congestion  will  follow 
any  prolonged  severe  winter  weather. 

Coke  seems  to  be  holding  the  center  of  the 
stage  for  healthy  conditions.  Its  activity  is  evi¬ 
denced  in  figures  gained  by  your  correspondent 
from  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad,  covering  the 
coal  and  coke  carried  during  the  months  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1904,  and  1905.  The  bituminous  coal 
carried  during  the  month  of  September,  1904,  was 
1,898,186  tons,  and  for  the  same  period  of  this 
year  1,846,610  tons,  showing  a  decrease  for  1905, 
while  in  coke  271,555  tons  were  carried  in  1904, 
and  440,294  in  1905,  showing  a  large  increase  for 
this  year. 

Personal  Notes. 

H.  G.  Clark  has  resigned  as  manager  of  the 
Western  Maryland  railroad,  tp  take  effect  No¬ 
vember  thirtieth,  and  the  position  has  been  abol¬ 
ished.  This  action  already  has  been  followed 
by  several  minor  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the 
operating  departments. 

The  full  rigged  ship  Arthur  Sewell  is  to  be 
brought  to  Newport  News  this  week  to  be  dry- 
docked  for  repairs.  She  will  later  sail  with  coal 
for  Manilla  on  government  account. 

The  naval  collier  Hannibal  is  loading  coal  at 
Curtis  bay  for  the  Boston  navy  yard.  She 
brought  on  her  down  trip  a  lot  of  machinery  to 
be  used  in  towing  the  new  government  dry  dock 
for  battleships  and  cruisers  from  Chesapeake  bay 
to  Manila. 

Several  charters  have  been  made  here  recently 
to  Boston  at  eighty-five  cents,  and  to  Tampico 
at  $1.85. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Dec.  1. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  anthracite  trade  remains  in  ex¬ 
cellent  condition,  owing  to  the  large  demand. 
That  the  requirements  for  coal  the  past  month 
or  two  have  been  of  larger  proportions  than 
during  corresponding  periods  for  several  years 
past  is  undoubtedly  true  and  there  is  every  indi¬ 
cation  that  this  activity  will  continue  well  into 
the  winter.  While  the  distribution  of  current 
production  has  improved  somewhat,  permitting 
more  coal  to  be  sent  forward  in  certain  directions, 
particularly  of  those  grades  in  good  supply,  con¬ 
ditions  are  therefore  slightly  easier  as  to  imme¬ 
diate  wants  being  satisfied.  On  the  special  coals, 
however,  there  is  still  a  considerable  shortage, 
which  it  is  impossible  to  supply  with  the  avail- 
a,ble  tonnage.  Deliveries  on  this  business  neces¬ 
sarily  will  be  greatly  delayed.  Shipments  of  all- 
rail  coal  to  foreign  roads  are  not  up  to  the  ton¬ 
nage  called  for,  being  restricted  by  the  continued 
short  supply  of  cars.  This  car  shortage  at  the 
collieries  continues  to  be  a  feature  and  there  is 
no  hope  of  any  immediate  improvement.  The 
demand  is  still  quite  general,  coming  from  all 
localities  for  a  considerable  volume  of  coal. 

At  retail  trade  has  been  quiet  during  the  week 
owing  to  the  mild  weather,  although  sufficient 
business  is  reported  to  keep  dealers  busy.  Ship¬ 


ments  of  coal  via  tidewater  are  fair  and  show  an 
inclination  to  increase  as  bad  weather  is  en¬ 
countered  along  the  coast,  some  interruption 
having  occurred  due  to  coast  storms  this  week. 

The  steam  grades  are  strong  and  in  many  cases 
are  short  of  the  tonnage  desired  by  the  consum¬ 
ing  trade. 

Transportation  Is  Slightly  Improved. 

The  bituminous  coal  trade  is  active  and  gener¬ 
ally  conditions  are  satisfactory.  The  favorable 
weather  conditions  which  have  prevailed  recently 
have  had  a  good  effect  on  transportation,  permit¬ 
ting  schedule  time  to  be  made  by  the  railroads 
almost  continuously,  increasing  the  efficiency  of 
car  service  under  control  of  main  line  roads. 
While  the  car  supply  is  still  short  with  only  a 
small  percentage  of  the  equipment  permitted  to 
go  to  foreign  roads  the  tonnage  of  coal  being 
moved  to  destination  and  tidewater  points  is  of 
a  fair  volume.  Some  stocks  are  now  being 
accumulated  to  meet  future  emergencies.  There 
is  little  coal  accumulating  at  the  different  ship- 
Ijing  ports  owing  to  the  supply  of  vessels  which 
are  taking  the  tonnage  promptly  on  arrival.  Prices 
are  firm  at  $1.50  at  the  mines  and  few  of  the 
larger  operators  are  accepting  any  additional  busi¬ 
ness  even  at  these  figures  due  to  the  fact  that 
they  are  generally  obligated  up  to  the  number  of 
cars  that  can  be  furnished. 

In  the  vessel  market  demand  is  active  for  craft 
of  all  descriptions  and  captains  are  eager  for  car¬ 
goes,  often  crowding  loading  ports  to  such  an 
extent  that  delays  exceed  the  number  of  days 
called  for  in  the  charter.  Rates  are  unchanged 
from  last  week. 


The  Mew  England  Trade. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Dec.  1. — {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.  ) — There  is  a  fair  demand  for  anthracite 
at  wholesale  in  this  market  and  the  tendency  is 
toward  increased  buying,  as  dealers’  stocks  are 
moving  into  consumption.  This  trade  owing  to 
local  conditions  was  quiet  during  the  early  fall 
months,  although  it  stocked  quite  heavily  at  the 
lower  prices  prevailing  earlier  in  the  season.  The 
stocks  are  now  being  rapidly  absorbed,  making 
the  market  very  strong  for  winter  shipment. 
These  conditions  also  apply  to  company  stocks 
at  such  points  where  storage  pockets  are  located, 
these  being  drawn  upon  quite  freely.  It  will  re¬ 
quire  additional  shipments  from  time  to  time  to 
supply  this  class  of  trade  with  all  the  coal  re¬ 
quired.  The  all-rail  trade  is  short  of  tonnage 
and  none  of  the  shippers  seem  to  be  able  to  get 
forward  anything  like  the  amount  needed.  To 
add  to  this  delay  one  or  two  of  the  anthracite 
roads  have  placed  embargoes  on  all  coal  shipment 
to  this  territory,  owing  to  the  large  number  of 
cars  already  out  on  foreign  lines  in  New  Eng¬ 
land.  This  situation  is  not  likely  to  improve  until 
the  equipment  is  returned  by  the  roads  now 
holding  it.  though  the  close  of  the  lake  season 
may  be  a  factor  in  diverting  coal  to  this  territory. 

Shipments  to  the  sound  ports  continue  active, 
caused  by  all-rail  restrictions,  as  more  coal  can 
be  forwarded  to  inland  points  by  short  haul  from 
the  discharging  ports.  Thus  the  water  routes  are 
being  given  the  preference. 

Bituminous  Market  Is  Active.UPS^ 

The  bituminous  coal  market  is  quite  active,  re¬ 
sulting  in  more  orders  on  the  standard  grades 
than  can  be  filled.  Consumers  having  contract^ 
continue  to  ask  for  more  coal  than  the  monthly 
allotment  calls  for  and  are  constantly  sending 
in  additional  orders.  This  in  some  instances  is 
advancing  prices  twenty  to  thirty  cents  a  ton  on 
“free”  coal  available  at  Hampton  roads.  The 
-  Pennsylvania  coals  being  in  fair  supply  at  both 
Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,  a  larger  quantity  is 
going  forward.  It  is  possible  if  the  present  active 
demand  continues  through  the  winter  that  the 
lower  grades  will  recover  in  a  measure  their 
former  position  in  this  market.  In  any  event  they 
are  likely  to  be  favored  in  some  quarters  when 
next  year’s  contracts  are  made.  The  movement 
of  coal  from  the  Virginia  cape  ports  is  inclined 
to  be  slow  owing  to  the  light  arrival,  which 
originates  in  the  fact  that  vessels  are  detained 
from  twelve  to  fourteen  days,  causing  demurrage 
charges  on  practically  all  cargoes.  The  freight 
rates  from  the  lower  ports  are :  80c  to  Boston 

and  70@75c  to  the  sound.  New  York  rates  are 
60@65c. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


Daniel  F.  Connor,  New  York  sales  agent  of 
Whitney  &  Kemmerer,  spent  several  days  of  last 
week  on  a  business  trip  to  Baltimore  looking  after 
the  interests  of  the  firm. 

Theodore  Voorhees,  first  vice-president  of  the 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  railroad,  left  for  Boston 
on  Thursday  of  last  week  for  a  brief  pleasure 
trip.  He  was  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Voorhees. 

Lucien  Hill,  New  York  manager  of  the  United 
Coal  Co.,  left  on  Monday  of  this  week  for  Pitts¬ 
burg  on  a  business  trip  to  the  headquarters  of  the 
company.  He  expects  to  return  to  his  office  in  New 
York  on  Friday  morning. 

A.  J.  Mathews,  formerly  with  Jeremiah  T. 
Story,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  has  entered  the  coal 
business  on  his  own  account,  being  located  at 
1652  Fulton  street.  Mr.  Mathews  is  well  known 
in  the  local  trade,  and  with  his  past  experience 
should  do  well  in  his  new  venture. 

Oscar  G.  Alurray,  president  of  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  railroad,  was  re-elected  on  Friday  of  last 
week  by  the  board  of  directors,  with  all  the  other 
officers  of  the  road.  This  is  Mr.  Murray’s  third 
term  as  president  of  the  road.  He  was  previously 
receiver  and  then  first  vice-president. 

The  personal  estate  of  Edward  L.  Wentz,  son 
of  Dr.  J.  S.  Wentz,  of  Philadelphia,  a  large  coal 
operator,  whose  mysterious  death  last  year  in 
the  mountains  of  West  Virginia'  has  never  been 
solved,  was  appraised  at  $119,536  in  the  inventory 
filed  on  Wednesday  of  last  week  with  the  register 
of  wills,  at  Philadelphia. 

The  United  States  government  will  maintain  a 
naval  base  in  the  far  east,  and  die  contract  for 
the  construction  of  a  naval  coaling  station  at 
Olongapo,  Subig  Bay,  P.  L,  has  been  awarded. 
The  station  will  have  a  storage  capacity  of  20,000 
tons,  and  the  largest  battleship  can  be  coaled  di¬ 
rect.  The  cost  of  construction  will  be  $500,000. 

Improvements  to  cost  $500,000  were  authorized 
by  the  directors  of  the  Norfolk  &  Western  railway 
at  a  meeting  held  last  week.  President  Johnson 
announced  after  the  meeting  that  he  would  place 
orders  shortly  for  fifty  locomotives,  which  will 
cost  about  the  amount  appropriated.  No  addi¬ 
tional  orders  for  rails  and  car  equipment  will  be 
placed  this  year. 

The  meeting  of  the  New  River  and  Pocahontas 
coal  operators,  at  Washington  on  Friday  of  last 
week,  developed  little  of  interest.  The  discussion 
was  entirely  informal  and  pertained  more  to  the 
increased  price  on  the  free  coal  sold.  It  was  sug¬ 
gested  that  $2.75  be  made  the  price  on  any  coal 
in  excess  of  the  tonnage  applying  on  contracts, 
the  minimum  of  which  is  $2.60  f.  o.  b.  Hampton 
Roads,  but  as  there  is  little  free  coal  offered,  and 
shippers  can  easily  obtain  up  to  $2.90  for  what 
is  available,^  there  was  no  need  of  deciding  on 
any  intermediate  figures. 

Work  has  been  commenced  on  the  construction 
of  a  new  road  of  about  four  miles  in  length  for 
the  Central  railroad  of  New  Jersey,  which  will  ex¬ 
tend  its  tracks  from  Truesdale  City,  Pa.,  three 
miles  below  Wanamie,  to  the  West  End  Coal 
Co.’s  colliery  at  Mocanaqua,  and  connect  with  its 
own  tracks  which  cross  the  river  bridge  to  Shic- 
kinny.  This  short  line  will  be  of  importance  to 
the  Central’s  system  when  completed,  as  it  per¬ 
mits  the  company  to  haul  coal  from  the  Mocana¬ 
qua  colliery  over  its  own  line.  Heretofore  it  has 
gone  over  the  Pennsylvania  road  to  Nanticoke  or 
else  over  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western 
to  Plymouth  Junction. 

An  important  purchase  of  a  colliery  was  con¬ 
summated  on  Friday  of  last  week,  when  the 
Scranton  Coal  Co.,  of  Scranton,  Pa.,  took  over 
the  Black  Diamond  colliery  in  Carbondale,  with 
all  its  coal  properties,  equipment,  etc.  The  Scran¬ 
ton  Coal  Co.  is  the  operating  company  controlled 
by  the  .Ontario  &  Western  railroad,  of  which 
Dickson  &  Eddy,  of  New  York,  are  the  general 
sales  agents.  The  principal  stockholders  of  the 
Black  Diamond  Co.,  which  owned  the  property, 
and  the  men  active  in  the  management,  were  W. 
G.  Thomas,  of  West  Pittston,  president;  G.  W. 

1  homas,  of  Carbondale,  superintendent,  and  Mr. 
Schlosser,  of  Pittston,  secretary.  The  coal  tract 


on  which  the  company  operated  contains  some¬ 
what  less  than  a  million  tons,  and  is  owned  by 
R.  H.  Patterson,  of  Scranton,  Levi  A.  Patterson, 
and  J.  J.  Simpson,  of  Carbondale,  Pa.  The  breaker 
is  comparatively  of  small  capacity. 

C.  P.  Andersen,  president  of  the  Andersen  Coal 
IMining  Co.,  of  Boston,  stopped  over  in  New  York 
last  week  on  his  way  to  the  company’s  mines  at 
Van  Ormer  and  Fallen  Timber,  Pa.  'I'hese  prop¬ 
erties  produce  a  high  grade  of  steam  coal,  which 
at  present,  due  to  the  large  demand,  is  short  of 
the  orders  in  hand.  It  is  Mr,  Andersen’s  inten¬ 
tion  to  remain  at  the  mines  for  several  weeks,  in 
order  to  increase  the  output  if  possible,  as  well  as 
the  supply  of  cars  for  loading.  In  times  of  a 
shortage  in  the  equipment,  personal  solicitation 
is  often  effective  with  the  railroad  officials  in  se¬ 
curing  cars. 

The  Hendrick  Manufacturing  Co.  of  Carbon¬ 
dale,  Pa.,  manufacturers  of  perforated  metals  and 
general  sheet  iron  works,  has  recently  placed 
By  ram  C.  Guerin  in  charge  of  its  New  York 
office  at  No.  149  Broadway.  Mr.  Guerin  for  the 
past  two  years  has  been  connected  with  Clen- 
denin  Bros,  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  importers  and 
jobbers  of  metals,  widely  known  to  the  trade. 
The  Hendrick  Manufacturing  Co.  takes  this  op¬ 
portunity  to  thank  its  old  customers  for  their 
liberal  favors  of  the  past,  .asking  for  a  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  same.  The  company  is  enlarging  its 
facilities  for  handling  the  incoming  trade,  and 
will  be  pleased  to  receive  specifications  in  its 
lines. 

Maj.  Erastus  Hill,  who  for  thirty-seven  years 
has  beeen  associated  in  the  coal  trade  with  the 
Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Co.,  and  for  nearly 
thirty  years  has  been  general  coal  sales  agent  of 
the  company  at  Philadelphia,  died  at  his  home  in 
Flourtown,  Pa.,  late  Monday  night  of  last  week, 
from  a  general  break-down  in  health,  which  had 
confined  him  to  his  home  since  early  in  the  sum¬ 
mer.  He  was  sixty-nine  years  of  age  and  leaves 
a  widow.  He  was  born  in  'V\''yoming  and  in  early 
life  became  connected  with  the  Lackawanna  & 
Bloomsburg  railroad  at  Kingston,  Pa.  He  served 
in  the  civil  war  as  a  member  of  General  Mead’s 
staff,  and  won  distinction  at  the  battle  of  Gettys¬ 
burg.  Air.  Hill  entered  the  service  of  the  Lehigh 
Coal  &  Navigation  Co.  in  1868. 

S.  M.  'Williams,  formerly  vice-president  of  the 
Central  Railroad  of  New  Jersey,  who  had  an  in¬ 
terest  in  the  Alanhattan  Coal  Co.,  of  Jersey  City, 
which  was  absorbed  some  time  ago  by  the  Com- 
munipau  Coal  Co.,  retained  his  interest  in  the 
latter  company.  The  Communipau  company  hav¬ 
ing  recently  been  absorbed  by  Burns  Bros.,  the 
same  courtesy  was  extended  to  Mr.  Williams  as 
to  the  other  officers  of  this  company,  in  participat¬ 
ing  in  the  new  management,  and  he  has  been 
appointed  chairman  of  the  board  of  managers. 
The  position  of  secretary,  which  was  held  open 
temporarily,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  stockholder 
slated  for  the  office  was  a  candidate  for  mayor  in 
the  recent  election  at  Jersey  City,  has  now  been 
filled.  Archibald  AI.  Henry,  the  former  vice- 
president  of  the  Hudson  Coal  Co.,  is  the  new  sec¬ 
retary. 

To  saw  a  fleet  in  half  is  a  novel  feature,  yet 
this  unusual  contract  has  just  been  awarded  to 
the  Newport  News  Shipbuilding  &  Dry  Dock  Co., 
and  is  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  history  of  the 
shipping  trade  in  this  country.  This  contract 
calls  for  the  sawing  in  half  of  practically  the  en¬ 
tire  fleet  of  the  Old  Dominion  Steamship  line,  for 
the  purpose  of  lengthening  each  vessel  forty-five 
feet,  in  order  that  they  may  be  better  adapted  for 
carrying  traffic,  passengers  and  freight  between 
the  ports  of  New  York  and  Norfolk.  The  vessels 
to  be  cut  in  two  are  the  Plamilton,  Jefferson, 
Janiestown,  Princess  Anne  and  Monroe.  The 
ships,  it  is  said,  will  be  parted  just  forward  of 
the  smokestack.  C.  B.  Orcutt,  president  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Agency  Co.,  of  New 
York,  is  also  president  of  the  Newport  News 
Shipbuilding  &  Dry  Dock  Co.,  and  he  has  brought 
this  company  up  to  its  present  efficiency. 

A  number  of  changes  and  promotions  in  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.  and  railroad  have  been 
made  by  General  Alanager  S.  D.  Warriner  of  the 


coal  company  at  Wilkesbarre,  since  the  absorp¬ 
tion  of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  which  are  as  follows : 
Frederick  AI.  Chase  from  chief  accountant  to  the 
position  of  assistant  to  general  manager.  He  will 
remain  at  headquarters  in  Wilkesbarre  and  assist 
Mr.  Warriner  in  the  duties  of  his  office.  William 
Fregans,  formerly  chief  shipper,  has  been  pro¬ 
moted  to  chief  clerk.  A.  B.  Jessop,  division  engi¬ 
neer,  of  the  Wyoming  and  Lackawanna  divisions, 
has  been  made  chief  mining  engineer.  Charles 
Enzian  has  been  appointed  division  engineer  of 
the  Wyoming  division  and  C.  F.  Seeling  of  the 
Lackawanna  division.  The  following  superin¬ 
tendents  have  been  appointed,  all  being  old  em¬ 
ployes  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.:  W.  H. 
Ifavis,  of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co. ;  Thomas  Thomas,  of 
the  Lehigh  division,  with  headquarters  at  Hazle¬ 
ton  ;  W.  D.  Owens,  of  the  Lackawanna  division. 

The  Andersen  Coal  Alining  Co.  closed  nego¬ 
tiations  the  first  of  the  week  whereby  it  secures 
the  entire  output  of  coal,  consisting  at  present  of 
1,000  tons  daily,  of  the  Lackawanna  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.’s  mines  located  at  Wekrum,  Pa.,  on  the  line 
of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad.  The  company  is 
an  affiliated  interest  of  the  Lackawanna  Steel  Co., 
which  owns  16,000  acres,  carrying  the  celebrated 
Aliller  vein  coal.  A  large  amount  of  money 
has  been  spent  upon  the  development  of  the 
property  in  opening  it  on  extensive  lines  and  is 
equipped  throughout  by  electricity  and  is  oper¬ 
ated  on  the  long  wall  system.  The  contract  for 
the  coal,  which  is  now  in  effect,  is  for  a  period 
of  time  to  be  definitely  determined  later.  The 
Andersen  Coal  Alining  Co.  is  to  be  complimented 
in  securing  this  very  desirable  tonnage,  especially 
at  this  time,  when  coal  is  in  such  large  demand. 
Aluch  credit  is  also  due  C.  R.  Ellicott,  the  New 
York  manager  of  the  company,  who  practically 
consummated  the  deal.  This  company  also  owns 
and  operates  two  mines  at  Van  Ormer  and  Fallen 
Timber,  Pa.,  which  are  profitable  producers. 

Addison  Kelly,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  a  graduate 
of  Princeton  University,  and  one  of  its  greatest 
football  players,  who  has  been  identified  with  the 
Davis  Colliery  Co.,  at  Coalton,  W.  Va.,  in  the 
mining  operations  for  the  past  four  years,  in 
preparation  for  the  coal  business,  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  sales  department  of  the  company  at 
Chicago  and  leaves  for  that  city  to  arrive  on 
Alonday  of  next  week.  His  close  friends  say 
that  Air.  Kelly  was  one  of  the  most  popular 
students  at  the  university,  being  so  highly  re¬ 
garded  for  his  knowledge  of  Rugby  that  the  team 
sent  for  him  over  a  month  ago  to  coach  them 
for  the  contests  in  which  they  were  to  be  en¬ 
gaged,  the  last  game  to  take  place  on  Saturday 
of  this  week  at  Princeton,  N.  J.,  for  which  an 
additional  10,000  seats  have  been  established. 
That  he  is  popular  was  also  evidenced  by  his 
unanimous  election  to  the  office  of  mayor  of  Coal- 
ton,  W.  Va.,  being  the  choice  of  democrats,  re¬ 
publicans  and  prohibitionists  with  no  exception. 
His  many  friends  wish  him  every  success  in  the 
windy  city. 

By  the  filing  of  a  statement  in  the  federal  court 
at  Philadelphia,  on  Alonday  of  last  week,  another 
disclosure  has  been  made  of  alleged  favoritism  on 
the  part  of  the  Pennsylvania  road.  This  action 
was  commenced  by  the  Alitchell  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
to  recover  $95,894  damages  for  alleged  rebates  on' 
shipments  of  coal  and  coke.  The  company  ope¬ 
rated  extensive  coal  lands  in  Cambria  and'  Blair 
counties,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  lines  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  railroad.  The  suit  does  not  differ  from 
several  similar  actions  pending  against  the  rail¬ 
road  company  in  civil  and  federal  courts.  In  this 
action  it  is  charged  favoritism  was  shown  to  the 
Altoona  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Latrobe  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  Glen  White  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  and  the  Bolivar 
Coal  Co.,  corporations  operating  mines  in  the  vi¬ 
cinity  of  the  Alitchell  company.  It  is  averred 
that  the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  as  a  common  car¬ 
rier,  was  in  duty  bound,  in  determining  freight 
rates  for  the  transportation  of  coal  and  coke,  to 
treat  every  shipper  alike,  but  the  defendant,  dis¬ 
regarding  its  duty  in  this  respect,  illegally  and 
unlawfully  allowed  and  paid  to  the  mentioned 
companies  a  special  rebate  of  from  ten  to  fifteen 
cents  a  ton  on  all  of  the  coal  and  coke  shipped 
from  the  mines.  Tlie  Mitchell  Co.,  it  is  asserted, 
was  not  allowed  to  participate  in  this  rebate. 
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_ T  H  B  L jA  C  K  D  I  A  M  O  N  D _ _ 

A  Typical  Ohio  River  Coal  Company. 


IN  A  general  way,  coal  men  have  little  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  difficulties  encountered  and  the 
capital  invested  in  conducting  an  important  river 
coal  business.  River  coal  interests  are  confined 
largely  to  the  Ohio,  Kanawha,  Monongahela  and 
Mississippi  rivers.  These  great  internal  water¬ 
ways  are  used  for  the  transportation  of  the  coal 
from  the  mines  to  the  point  of  consumption.  River 
coal  shippers  have  one  advantage,  inasmuch  as 


year.  This  company  was  formerly  known  as  the 
Marmet  company.  'I'he  officers  are  \Vm.  Marmet, 
president ;  Capt.  Edw.  Marmet,  vice-president  and 
general  manager;  James  McDonald,  assistant  gen¬ 
eral  manager  and  auditor;  C.  W.  Poysell,  man¬ 
ager  of  sales  at  wholesale,  and  'I'lios.  J.  Bolger, 
manager  of  retail  sales. 

Probably  the  best  idea  of  the  extent  of  this 
typical  river  coal  company  can  be  obtained  from 


prove  unusually  interesting  to  many  readers  of 
The  Black  Diamond  who  are  unacquainted  with 
the  production  and  transportation  of  river  coal. 

One  of  the  most  important  features  of  the  river 
business  is  the  necessity  for  having  a  coal  harbor, 
or  a  place  for  the  storage  of  a  large  tonnage  of 
coal  in  barges  on  the  river  where  the  coal  will 
be  accessible  when  it  is  required.  One  of  the  im¬ 
portant  views  in  connection  with  this  article  is 
that  of  Columbia  coal  harbor,  owned  by  the  Mar¬ 
met  Coal  Co.,  located  at  the  foot  of  Carrel  street, 
about  four  and  one-half  miles  up  the  Ohio  river 
from  the  center  of  Cincinnati.  In  the  illustra¬ 
tion  showing  this  harbor,  there  are  almost  100 
barges  loaded  with  coal  ready  to  be  taken  to  the 
elevators  to  be  unloaded.  Generally  the  coal  is 
elevated  from  these  barges  by  means  of  machinery 
to  storage  bins,  and  from  there  it  is  loaded  into 
wagons  and  in  some  instances  into  cars  for  rail 
shipment. 

The  fleet  shown  in  the  picture  contains  about 
H0,000  tons  of  coal,  which  is  equivalent  to  a  train 
of  2,000  cars,  with  a  capacity  of  forty  tons  each. 
Some  idea  of  one  of  the  features  connected  with 
the  invested  capital  of  such  a  corporation  may  be 
obtained  when  it  is  known  that  thees  barges  alone 
represent  an  expenditure  of  $150,000.  This  large 
figure  does  not  include  the  value  of  the  steamboats 
which  happen  to  be  alongside  of  the  fleet,  nor  does 
it  include  the  pump  boats,  the  outfit  of  wire  and 
manila  cables,  chains,  spars,  and  other  essential 
equipment,  nor  the  riparian  property  adjacent  to 
the  harbor. 

The  cost  of  maintenance  for  such  a  fleet  of  coal 
boats  ranges  form  fifty  to  several  hundred  dollars 
a  day,  according  to  the  period  of  the  year,  and 
the  condition  of  the  river  as  to  whether  it  is 
easily  navigable  or  not. 

Another  side  light  on  this  business  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  when  it  is  noted  that  last  winter  the  river 
froze  and  locked  in  its  embrace  of  ice  all  the  coal 
fleets  at  Cincinnati.  When  the  gorge  passed  out, 
it  went  away  so  rapidly  it  carried  everything  be¬ 
fore  it,  causing  a  loss  to  Cincinnati  coal  men  esti¬ 
mated  at  anywhere  from  $550,000  to  $700,000. 

Another  illustration  accompanying  this  article 
was  taken  from  exactly  the  same  spot  as  the  one 
just  referred'to.  It  shows  Columbia  harbor  last 


VIEW  OF  WRECKAGE  AT  COLUMBIA  HARBOR,  CAUSED  BY  ICE  GORGE  LAST  WINTER. 


they  are  not  obliged  to  depend  upon  rail  trans¬ 
portation  to  any  extent  whatever,  and  in  times  of 
a  shortage  of  cars  in  the  rail  trade,  they  generally 
have  plenty  of  coal  available.  Frequently,  on  the 
other  hand,  when  rail  coal  is  in  large  supply,  the 
tonnage  held  by  the  river  coal  companies  is  very 
much  restricted,  dependent  upon  the  stage  of 
water  in  the  navigable  rivers,  or  upon  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  ice  which  makes  navigation  an  impossi¬ 
bility. 

In  conducting  a  large  river  business,  there  are 
many  disadvantages,  which  are  not  readily  appre¬ 
ciated  by  the  average  coal  man  until  he  engages 
in  that  branch  of  the  industry.  Tow  boats  are 
likely  to  run  on  bars,  or  through  ice  conditions 
in  the  rivers  may  be  wrecked,  together  with  their 
extensive  tows  of  coal,  causing  the  loss  of  any¬ 
where  from  $50,000  to  several  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  inside  of  twenty-four  or  forty-eight  hours. 
This  great  risk  makes  the  river  coal  trade  some¬ 
what  hazardous,  and  makes  it  necessary  that  those 
engaged  in  it  shall  obtain  at  least  a  fair  profit  on 
the  product  all  of  the  time. 

Equipment  of  River  Coal  Company. 

The  Marmet  Coal  Co.,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  is  a 
typical  river  coal  concern,  having  all  the  neces¬ 
sary  equipment,  representing  an  investment  of 
many  thousands  of  dollars.  It  has  its  own  mines, 
both  river  and  rail,  in  the  Kanawha  district;  its 
own  barges,  steamboats,  coal  harbors,  coal  eleva¬ 
tors  and  several  complete  retail  plants.  The  re¬ 
tail  plants  are  equipped  in  the  manner  similar  to 
any  rail  yard.  This  company  has  a  number  of 
them  and  they  do  an  immense  business.  Some 
idea  of  the  extent  of  the  tonnage  handled  may  be 
gained  when  it  is  known  that  the  company  keeps 
in  its  service  150  horses,  a  large  corps  of  drivers, 
many  clerks  and  book-keepers  and  a  number  of 
yard  laborers,  all  of  whom  are  employed  by  the 


the  accompanying  illustrations,  which  portray  in  a 
vivid  manner  the  equipment  and  the  method  by 
which  the  coal  is  transported.  Doubtless  they  will 


winter  immediately  after  the-  ice  gorge  had  gone 
out.  Huge  masses  of  timbers  and  smokestacks 
are  all  that  remain  of  the  wreck  of  the  tow  boat 
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Geo.  Matheson,  the  wrecks  of  several  coal  barges 
and  other  equipment.  A  small  mountain  of  ice  was 
piled  on  top  of  much  of  this  wreckage,  so  that 
only  a  faint  idea  of  the  destruction  wrought  can 
be  obtained  from  this  picture.  There  was  no  pos¬ 
sible  means  by  which  these  boats  could  be  saved. 
Every  effort  was  made,  but  the  gorge  broke  so 
quickly  that  they  were  destroyed  before  they  could 
be  taken  to  a  place  of  safety.  Many  of  the  boats 
were  partially  loaded  at  the  time,  and  their  ton¬ 
nage  of  coal  was  deposited  on  the  bottom  of  the 
river. 

A  typical  tow  boat  in  the  river  coal  trade  is 
shown  in  the  illustration  of  the  Lucie  Marmet, 
which  is  of  medium  size,  and  is  of  the  class 
generally  in  use  on  the  Ohio.  When  the  picture 
was  taken,  this  steamer  was  lying  at  the  outside 
of  Columbia  harbor,  where  she  was  laid  up  in 
the  summer,  and  at  the  time  she  was  without 
steam.  The  cost  of  such  a  steamboat  is  about 
$40,000,  equipped,  ready  for  the  river  trade.  The 
towing  capacity  of  the  Lucie  Marmet  is  between 
seventeen  and  twenty-two  loaded  barges  down 
stream  from  the  mouth  of  the  Kanawha  river. 
The  capacity  up  stream  is  only  about  fourteen 
empty  barges.  The  reason  a  steamboat  of  this 
class  can  take  more  loaded  barges  down  stream 
than  it  can  empty  barges  back  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  current  as.sists  in  bringing  down  the 
loaded  tows.  The  empties  must  be  pushed  back 
against  the  current,  which  at  some  points  is  very 
strong,  and  the  capacity  is  limited  to  the  number 
of  these  barges  which  can  be  moved  where  it  is 
the  strongest.  The  cost  of  operating  such  a  boat 
will  average  at  least  $100  a  day. 

Extent  of  Retail  Equipment. 

Some  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  equipment  at 
the  retail  yards  of  this  company  can  be  obtained 
from  the  fourth  illustration.  This  is  a  reproduc¬ 
tion  of  a  photograph  taken  at  the  Central  avenue 
yard  of  the  Marmet  Coal  Co.  It  shows  about 
forty  teams  ready  to  start  out  in  the  morning 
with  their  loads  of  coal  to  be  delivered  to  the 
different  sections  in  the  city  of  Cincinnati.  Not 
all  of  the  teams  operated  by  this  company  are 
shown,  however,  as  it  was  impossible  to  get  more 
of  them  together  for  the  photograph.  Besides 
the  Central  avenue  plant,  this  company  also  oper¬ 
ates  retail  yards  at  Avondale  and  Columbia.  As 


before  stated,  it  has  nearly  150  horses,  which  are 
kept  busy  the  greater  part  of  the  time  in  deliver¬ 
ing  an  immense  tonnage. 


Chicago  Shippers  Complain. 

Shippers  of  coal  are  beginning  to  indulge  in 
complaints  at  the  hardships  imposed  upon  them 
occasionally  by  under-officials  of  railroad  compa¬ 
nies.  An  instance  of  this  kind  came  to  the  at¬ 
tention  of  The  Black  Diamond  the  present 
week.  It  seems  that  about  a  month  ago  a  local 
shipper  reconsigned  two  cars  of  coal  on  the 
Wabash  to  an  industry  on  one  of  the  belt  rail¬ 
roads.  Twenty-three  days  after  the  reconsigning 
order  was  made  out,  the  purchaser  called  up  and 
canceled  the  order,  saying  that  the  coal  had  not 


arrived  at  his  switch,  although  it  was  supposed 
to  be  on  track  at  Chicago  when  the  reconsign¬ 
ing  order  was  made  out.  The  coal  shipper  took 
the  matter  up  with  the  railroad  company  through 
a  small-fry  official  and  asked  for  twenty-four 


hours  to  make  a  sale  of  the  car  before  car  service 
was  charged.  This  under-official  said  the  time 
could  not  be  granted.  Then  the  matter  was 
taken  up  with  the  car  service  association,  and  the 
officials  of  that  organization  would  not  grant  any 
free  time.  What  do  you  think  of  a  railroad  that 
is  as  arbitrary  as  this?  There  certainly  ought 
to  be  some  sort  of  a  law  that  would  make  it 
amenable  to  common  decency,  after  it  had  de¬ 
layed  moving  a  car  of  coal  three  weeks  at  ter¬ 
minals  and  after  the  shipping  company  had  lost 
the  sale  of  the  coal.  It  is  just  such  injustices 
as  these  that  result  in  drastic  legislation  against 
railroad  corporations.  Probably  no  responsible 
official  of  the  railroad  would  countenance  this 
sort  of  thing,  but,  then,  there  are  not  many 
responsible  officials  of  the  Wabash  to  be  found  in 
Chicago. 


Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

Reported  by  W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  ship  and 
steamship  brokers.  Produce  Exchange,  New  York. 
There  is  not  as  much  “snap”  to  the  market  as 


there  has  been  recently,  but  the  tonnage  scarcity 
still  continues  and  when  steamers  are  offered 
at  recent  quotations  they  are  readily  absorbed. 

The  only  item  of  interest  during  the  past  week 
was  the  fact  that  the  United  railways  of  Havana 
have  placed  their  next  contract  for  coal  at  Car¬ 
diff  instead  of  for  shipment  from  the  states,  as 
in  the  case  of  their  previous  contracts.  As  we 
made  very  favorable  offers  for  the  transportation, 
we  think  that  the  advanced  price  in.  coal  must 
have  been  the  reason  for  the  change. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as 
follows:  $1.50@1.60  to  Havana  or  Matanzas; 
$2.0Q@2.20  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua ;  $1.90  to  Cien- 
fuegos ;  $2.00  to  Daiquiri ;  $1.80@1.90  to  Port 
of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $1.75@1.80  and  port  charges 
to  Curacao;  $2.00  to  St.  Thomas;  $2.10  to  St. 
Lucia ;  $2.00@2.10  to  Barbados ;  $1.60  to  Kings¬ 
ton;  $1.90  to  Vera  Cruz;  $1.90  to  Tampico;  17@ 
18s  to  Buenos  Ayres;  18@l9s  to  Rosario;  17@18s 
to  Rio;  18@19s  to  Santos;  12s  6d@13s  6d  to  a 
direct  port  in  the  Mediterranean  not  east  of  the 
west  coast  of  Italy,  Spain  excluded ;  $5.25@5.50 
and  discharged  to  Manila ;  $5.50@5.75  to  Jap¬ 
anese  ports. 

V 

J.  D.  Jones,  state  inspector  of  coal  mines  at 
Colorado,  who  has  just  completed  a  trip  through 
the  state,  says  the  agricultural  crop  has  been  so 
large  this  year  and  so  many  cars  are  being  used 
to  haul  it  that  the  output  of  coal  for  1905  will 
be  greatly  curtailed.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
output  during  the  car  famine  will  be  decreased 
about  twenty  per  cent. 

V 

The  property  of  the  Evansville  &  Ohio  River 
Coal  Co.,  Evansville,  Ind.,  is  to  be  sold  within 
seventy  days.  The  debts  of  the  company  aggre¬ 
gate  $.35,000  and  the  property  is  said  to  be  worth 
several  times  this  amount.  A  private  sale  of  the 
property  was  arranged  for  $75,000,  but  it  was  not 
consummated. 


CENTRAL  AVENUE  YARD  OF  THE  MARMET  COAL  CO.,  AT  CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 


THE  LUCIE  MARMET,  TYPICAL  TOW  BOAT  EMPLOYED  IN  THE  RIVER  TRADE. 
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The  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of 
Iowa  and  ^Iebraska. 

R.  E.  Harris,  Secretary,  815  Nem)  York  Life,  Omaha,  Neb, 


NEW  MEMBERS. 
IOWA. 

Bayard — D.  J.  Jcnks  &  Son. 
Blancliard — Ridgeway  &  I'lnirman. 
Des  Moines — Globe  Coal  Co. 
Grand  Junction — George  Rice. 
Ilartwick — Ilakeman  Bros. 

Kellogg — I.  L.  Patton  &  Co. 

Laurel — I.  L.  Patton  &  Co. 
Mediapolis — Foster  &  McCray. 

Red  Oak — G.  A.  Stibbens. 

Salem — J.  W.  Foss. 

Scranton — John  Osborne. 

State  Center — I.  L.  Patton  &  Co. 
State  Center — N.  J.  Rohnedder. 
Struble — Struble  Lumber  Co. 

NEBRASKA. 

Howe — Howe  Lumber  Co. 

Shelby — Smith  Bros. 

Spaulding — Spaulding  Lumber  Co. 


WHERE  ARE  YOU  AT? 


The  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Iowa  and 
Nebraska  is  the  BANNER  organization  of  re¬ 
tail  coal  merchants  in  the  United  States. 

,  A  membership  in  this  association  is  worth 
more  to  you,  a  hundred  times  over,  than  any 
other  investment  you  can  make  of  a  like  sum  of 
money. 

Is  your  name  enrolled  on  the  membership  list 
of  the  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of  Iowa  and 
Nebraska?  If  not,  why  not? 

Would  you  like  to  have  the  conditions  which 
existed  prior  to  the  formation  of  this  associa¬ 
tion  return? 

Are  you  willing  to  continue  to  accept  the 
benefits  which  have  resulted  from  the  work  of 
this  organization  and  still  withhold  your  support? 

You  know  that  you  are  realizing  a  greater 
degree  of  prosperity  and  that  your  success  is 
due,  in  a  very  great  measure,  to  the  work  of 
this  association.  How  can  you  sleep  at  night 
when  you  know  that  you  are  shirking  your  duty? 

Does  the  retention  of  the  pittance  required  for 
dues  afford  you  much  comfort? 

Do  you  realize  that  the  sum  required  from 
each  member  per  year  will  only  pay  the  expenses 
of  the  association  for  a  few  hours? 

Would  you  not  feel  better  if  you  were  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  this  association,  which  is  noted  as  holding 
the  brightest  record  for  securing  the  greatest 
good  for  its  members? 

We  need  you. 

You  need  us. 

Line  up. 

Sign  up. 

Do  it  today. 

Don’t  shirk. 

Get  busy. 

Give  us  a  lift. 


How  Weighing  Rules  Work 


The  rules  adopted  by  the  railway  companies  for 
the  protection  of  their  patrons,  the  retail  coal 
dealers,  especially  those  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska, 
in  the  matter  of  weights,  have  now  been  in  force 
during  the  last  six  months,  which  were  to  con¬ 
stitute  the  trial  .season  of  the  plan  submitted  by 
this  association,  to  prove  its  efficiency,  and  in 
order  to  secure  certain  knowledge  as  to  the  effi¬ 
cacy  of  these  rules  two  hundred  letters  of  in¬ 


different  localities  within  the  states  of  Iowa  and 
quiry  have  been  sent  out  this  month  to  as  many 
Nebraska.  Replies  to  nearly  all  of  these  letters 
have  been  received  and  are  of  a  wonderful  same- 
nes.s,  the  general  verdict  being  that  the  new  plan 
has  worked  wonders  for  the  retail  coal  merchants 
of  this  country,  and  that  as  compared  to  the  cus¬ 
toms  in  vogue  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  new 
rules  the  plan  of  today  is  far  and  away  ahead,  and 
that  the  shortages  which  in  the  old  days  varied 
from  a  ton  to  tons,  have  been  reduced  to  normal 
proportions  which  are  easily  accounted  for  in  the 
natural  shrinkage  of  the  commodity. 

The  Bill  of  Lading  Habit. 

The  use  of  the  bill  of  lading  in  connection  with 
shipments  of  coal  is  the  basic  principle  in  the  case 
and  the  theory  that  the  railway  companies  work 
only  on  business  principles  and  do  not  issue  bills 
of  lading  for  weights  which  are  not  substantiated 
by  their  own  scales  is  a  safe  proposition.  The 
railway  people  know  the  full  purport  of  the  bill  of 
lading,  and  are  not  in  the  habit  of  taking  any 
chances  whatever  in  cases  where  they  are  under 
contract  to  deliver  certain  specified  quantities  at 
destination. 

Retail  coal  dealers  who  have  acquired  the  bill 
of  lading  habit,  are  the  ones  who  are  reaping  the 
greatest  benefits,  and  it  follows  as  a  natural  se¬ 
quence  that  even  the  most  careless  retailers  are 
largely  benefited  as  the  fact  that  bills  of  lading 
are  within  the  reach  of  all,  there  is  no  telling  as 
to  who  will  call  for  one,  and  in  order  to  be  on 
the  safe  side  the  railway  companies  know  exactly 
the  weight  of  all  coal  shipments  long  before  such 
shipments  reach  destination. 

Next  Annual  at  Davenport. 

The  next  annual  meeting  of  this  association  will 
be  held  at  Davenport,  Iowa.  This  is  the  first 
time  that  the  location  for  this  meeting  has  been 
selected  so  early,  but  in  this  instance  the  action 
is  justified  and  the  plan  proposed  contains  features 
which  are  new  and  novel,  the  idea  of  bringing 
together  two  of  the  strongest  associations,  the 
Illinois  and  Wisconsin  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  As¬ 
sociation  and  the  Coal  Dealers’  Association  of 
Iowa  and  Nebraska,  in  a  joint  convention,  is  cer¬ 
tainly  a  good  one,  and  the  occasion  will  mark  a 
new  epoch  in  the  history  of  association  work;  it 
will  certainly  constitute  the  superlative  of  the 
‘Get  together’  idea;  and  will  no  doubt  be  the 
greatest  gathering  of  coal  dealers  ever  witnessed. 
The  plans  of  the  Tri-City  dealers  are  not  yet  com¬ 
pleted,  but  such  as  have  been  outlined  are  a  suffi¬ 
cient  guarantee  that  the  completed  arrangements 
will  eclipse  all  prior  efforts,  and  this  is  saying  a 
great  deal  as  the  annual  meetings  of  both  of 
these  two  strong  organizations  have  always  been 
record  breakers.  At  the  coming  meeting  the 
Ko-Koals  will  come  in  as  an  additional  feature. 
By  the  time  for  this  meeting  the  order  will  be  in 
fine  working  trim  and  will  be  able  to  put  up  the 
very  “bestest”  time  ever  heard  of.  It  will  be 
a  time  to  “Get  Busy,’’  “Get  Together”  and  to  lift 
and  lift  hard.  “Don’t  Knock,”  but  if  you  must, 
just  knock  a  knocker  and  knock  him  hard. 

R.  E.  Harris,  Secretary. 


Pennsylvania  Shipments. 

Shipments  of  coal  and  coke  originating  on  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad  east  of  Pittsburg  and  Erie 
for  the  week  ending  November  eighteenth  ag¬ 
gregated  1,028,649  tons,  distributed  as  follows : 

1905.  1905.  1904. 

Weekending  Year  to  Year  to 


Nov.  18.  Nov.  18.  Nov.  19. 

Anthracite  coal  . 104,805  4,010,624  3,965,633 

Rituminous  coal  . 683,425  26,396,294  23,992,383 

Coke  . 240,417  9,836,574  7,594,154 


Total  . 1,028,647  40,243,492  35,552,170 


Dealers  to  Meet  at  Milwaukee. 

'1  he  seventh  semi-annual  convention  of  the  Illi¬ 
nois  and  Wisconsin  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Associa¬ 
tion  will  be  held  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  December 
fourteenth  and  fifteenth.  The  program  which  has 
been  arranged  will  be  of  more  than  usual  interest, 
both  as  relative  to  business  sessions  and  the  en¬ 
tertainment  features.  .  A  reduction  to  the  basis 
of  a  fare  and  one-third  on  the  certificate  plan  has 
been  secured  for  all  those  attending  the  meeting. 
I'ollowing  is  the  program  as  outlined  for  the  two 
days : 

THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  14TH,  2  P.  M. 

Open  meeting  executive  board. 

Call  to  order  by  President  Thompson. 
Discussion  of  unsettled  complaints. 

Discussion  of  complaints  of  the  whplesale  trade. 
General  discussion — any  topic  of  interest. 
Appointment — committee  on  resolutions. 

FRIDAY  DECEMBER  laTH,  10  A.  M. 

Call  to  order  by  President  Thompson. 

Address  of  welcome. 

President’s  address. 

Secretary’s  report. 

Address — “The  International  Council.”  Frank 
Mosher. 

Address — “A  Trip  to  the  Anthracite  Mines.” 
J.  E.  Gates. 

Round  table  discussion — Problems  affecting  the 
present  and  future  welfare  of  the  coal  industry. 
All  members  and  others  engaged  in  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness. 

BANQUET — HOTEL  BLATZ,  2  P.  M. 

MENU 

Blue  Point — Oyster  Cocktail 
Bisque  of  Shrimp 

Olives  Salted  Almonds 

Broiled  White  F'ish,  Maitre  D’Hotel 
Shoe  String  Potatoes 
Filet  of  Beef,  Larded,  Mushroom  Sauce 
Mashed  Potatoes  Green  Peas 

Roast  Squab 
French  Fried  Potatoes 
Combination  Saiad 
Apple  Pie  a  la  Mode 

Crackers  Cheese 

Coffee 
Cigars 

“The  Turnpike  road  to  People's  Hearts,  I  find 
Lies  thro’  their  mouths,  or  1  mistake  mankind.” 

“The  strongest  instinct  in  man  is  the  faculty  of 
self-preservation,  and  the  people  are  everywhere 
beginning  to  realize  the  best  way  to  protect  their 
own  interests,  is  by  working  for  the  good  of  all.” 
“Let  in  the  sunshine — and  say ; 

Why  not  be  a  beam  yourself.” 


B.  ^  O.  Plans  Coal  Docks. 

It  has  been  learned  on  good  authority  that  cer¬ 
tain  interests,  in  which  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  rail¬ 
road  is  said  to  be  a  prominent  factor,  are  plan¬ 
ning  for  the  construction  of  extensive  coal  docks 
at  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  on  the  west  shore  of  the 
island,  from  the  dam  south  to  the  fair  grounds. 
This  property  is  admirably  adapted  for  docks 
from  which  coal  barges  could  be  loaded. 

The  production  is  increasing  so  rapidly  that  the 
large  operators  are  seeking  the  southern  markets. 
There  is  only  one  way  in  which  they  can  reach 
them  successfully,  and  that  is  by  river,  and  there 
is  no  place  that  affords  such  good  harbor  facili¬ 
ties  with  so  short  a  haul  by  rail  as  the  west 
shore  of  the  island.  It  is  also  rumored  that  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  and  the  Wheeling  Traction 
company  will  unite  in  building  a  bridge  to  the 
Ohio  shore  across  the  back  river.  The  traction 
company  has  always  wanted  this  cutoff,  and  easily 
could  divide  the  cost  with  the  railroad.  Once  the 
river  is  bridged,  the  building  of  e.xtensive  yards 
would  be  simple  and  inexpensive. 

V 

A  party  of  Indiana  coal  operators,  H.  W.  Rob¬ 
ertson,  J.  L.  Cravens  and  E.  Armstrong,  are  at 
present  in  Pierre,  S.  D.,  investigating  in  regard 
to  the  coal  deposits  of  the  northwestern  part  of 
that  state.  Should  coal  be  found  in  workable 
veins  steps  will  be  taken  toward  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  that  section. 
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Western  Retail  ^lotes. 

C.  E.  Phillips  has  been  appointed  agent  for  the 
Superior  Lumber  &  Coal  Co.,  at  Terrill,  Iowa. 

"the  Wabasha  Coal  Co.  has  been  organized  at 
Wabasha,  Minn.,  by  J.  C.  Archer,  to  deal  in  coal, 
wood,  feed,  etc.,  at  retail. 

Louis  Hancock  has  been  awarded  the  contract 
for  supplying  the  court  house  at  Crookston,  Minn., 
with  200  cords  of  wood  at  $3.45  per  cord. 

R.  E.  Stroup  has  sold  the  Etna  Coal  Co.,  225 
North  Plum  street,  Springfield,  Ohio,  to  Mark 
Smith,  Jr.  Mr.  Stroup  still  retains  the  wholesale 
coal  business. 

The  coal  teamsters  at  Evansville,  Ind.,  have 
asked  the  operators  and  local  dealers  for  an  ad¬ 
vance  of  twenty-five  per  cent  in  wages  for  hauling 
coal  by  the  bushel. 

The  city  of  Omaha,  Neb.,  is  said  to  be  short  of 
funds  with  which  to  purchase  the  winter’s  supply 
of  coal.  The  contract  has  been  let,  but  as  yet 
has  not  been  signed. 

A  meeting,  which  was  purely  of  a  social  nature, 
was  held  by  the  retail  coal  dealers  of  Pueblo, 
Colo.,  at  the  Hotel  Imperial,  recently.  About  fif¬ 
teen  coal  merchants  attended. 

Reed  &  Strong  have  purchased  the  coal  and 
wood  business  formerly  conducted  by  V.  B.  Aten 
&  Co.,  at  Ashtabula,  Ohio.  The  new  owners  will 
take  possession  on  February  first. 

The  new  coal  sheds  of  the  J.  H.  Queal  Lumber 
Co.,  which  have  been  under  construction  for  some 
weeks  past  at  Comfrey,  Minn.,  are  now  completed, 
and  a  large  stock  of  fuel  is  on  hand. 

The  local  dealers  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  are  experi¬ 
encing  a  shortage  of  coal,  caused  by  the  congestion 
of  traffic,  and  in  consequence  have  decided  to  raise 
the  price  of  anthracite  fifty  cents  a  ton. 

Application  has  been  made  to  have  E.  T.  Bel- 
ding,  a  retail  coal  dealer  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  de¬ 
clared  bankrupt.  His  creditors,  four  large  coal 
companies  of  St.  Louis,  claim  there  is  over  $3,900 
due  them. 

The  worst  coal  famine  in  the  history  of  Toledo, 
Ohio,  will  be  experienced  very  soon  unless  relief 
in  the  shape  of  additional  freight  car  facilities  is 
provided.  Every  dealer  in  Toledo  reports  a  short¬ 
age  of  coal. 

The  supply  of  coal  at  Winnipeg,  Man.,  is  the 
smallest  it  has  been  at  this  period  of  the  season 
for  many  years  because  of  the  large  agricultural 
crop  which  the  railroads  are  hauling  in  prefer¬ 
ence  to  coal. 

The  car  shortage  is  reported  to  be  cutting  down 
the  coal  supply  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  to  a  great  ex¬ 
tent.  Each  yard  in  the  city  has  but  a  small  por¬ 
tion  of  a  normal  supply  and  there  is  but  little 
hope  of  replenishment  soon. 

The  stocks  of  all  the  dealers  in  Fairmount,  Ind., 
have  become  exhausted,  and  not  a  ton  of  coal  can 
be  purchased  in  the  town.  No  relief  is  in  sight 
at  present  and  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  when 
the  customers  will  be  supplied. 

The  Federal  Elevator  Co.  has  now  completed 
its  coal  sheds  which  for  some  time  have  been  un¬ 
der  construction  at  Hereford,  Minn.,  and  it  is 
thought  will  soon  be  able  to  supply  their  custom¬ 
ers  with  all  the  different  grades  of  coal. 

The  prices  of  all  coals  have  been  advanced  at 
Toledo,  Ohio.  Anthracite  is  now  selling  at  $7.25, 
which  is  an  advance  of  twenty-five  cents  from  the 
price  of  a  few  weeks  ago.  Steam  grades  have 
been  advanced  from  ten  to  thirty  per  cent. 

Stier  &  Alberty  have  purchased  the  coal  and 
wood  business  of  Peter  Leonhart,  Appleton,  Wis. 
The  deal  also  includes  the  wagons,  horses,  etc., 
but  not  the  stock  of  fuel,  which  will  be  disposed 
of  before  the  new  owners  take  possession. 

Logan  and  several  other  small  towns  in  north¬ 
ern  Utah  are  threatened  with  a  coal  famine,  caused 
by  the  lack  of  available  cars.  It  is  stated  that 
fully  14,000  people  are  entirely  out  of  fuel  and 
will  suffer  in  the  event  of  sudden  cold  weather. 

Some  weeks  ago  the  city  of  Detroit,  Mich., 
advertised  for  bids  for  furnishing  coal  this  win¬ 
ter  to  the  city  hall  and  municipal  building,  and  the 


lowest  bid  received  was  $6.50  per  ton.  This  was 
considered  too  high,  and  bids  were  advertised  for 
a  second  time.  This  time  no  bids  whatever  have 
been  received. 

Coal  thieves  have  been  at  work  for  some  time 
past  stealing  coal  from  the  cars  of  the  Omaha 
road,  in  Sioux  City,  Iowa.  Three  women  were 
recently  arrested  and  admitted  having  taken  coal, 
not  knowing  that  it  was  wrong.  No  fine  was  im¬ 
posed. 

The  coal  situation  with  reference  to  the  coming 
cold  weather  is  rapidly  becoming  a  serious  prob¬ 
lem  at  Hamilton,  Ohio,  according  to  the  local 
dealers  of  that  city.  The  only  relief  looked  for 
is  from  the  Cincinnati  market  and  the  Ohio  river 
supply.  ’ 

A  representative  of  a  Green  Bay,  Wis.,  coal 
company  recently  made  a  statement  to  the  effect 
that  Appleton  coal  dealers  were  selling  coal  for 
$7.50  a  ton,  while  in  Milwaukee  the  price  is  $7.75. 
In  addition  to  this  the  freight  to  Appleton  is 
seventy-five  cents  a  ton  higher  than  to  Milwaukee. 

Due  to  the  fact  that  no  cars  are  obtainable  to 
rnove  coal  to  Elgin,  Ill.,  and  the  surrounding 
cities,  the  price  of  coal  has  been  advanced  from 
twenty-five  to  fifty  cents.  Unless  the  situation  is 
relieved  in  the  near  future,  several  of  the  large 
factories  located  there  will  be  compelled  to  shut 
down. 

Consumers  in  the  city  of  La  Crosse,  Wis.,  claim 
that  the  price  they  are  paying  for  coal  this  year, 
$7.00,  is  too  high,  as  the  same  grade  of  coal  was 
purchased  last  year  for  $5.60.  The  'dealers  sup¬ 
plying  the  coal  say  they  would  gladly  annul  the 
contract  with  the  city,  as  there  is  very  litle  profit 
being  made. 

Eastern  Retail  ?lotes. 

Local  coal  dealers  at  Newark,  N.  J.,  have  united 
on  a  plan  to  prevent  bad  debts,  by  preparing  a  list 
of  consumers  who  owe  more  than  one  dealer  for 
coal. 

The  recent  legacy  of  $1,000  left  by  the  late 
William  Machold  to  the  Frauen  Heulfs  Verein,  of 
Hoboken,  N.  J.,  will  be  used  in  purchasing  coal 
this  winter  for  the  poor. 

An  organization  of  retail  coal  dealers  has  been 
formed  at  Paducah,  Ky.,  for  the  protection  of  the 
coal  men  from  people  who  are  “bad  pay,”  and  owe 
more  than  one  dealer  for  coal. 

On  account  of  the  price  war  which  has  been 
raging  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  for  several  weeks,  the 
price  of  coal  is  seventy-five  cents  cheaper  than  it 
has  been  at  this  season  for  many  years. 

A  large  quantity  of  coal  was  lost  from  a  freight 
train  while  passing  through  Kenwood,  N.  Y., 
recently,  on  account  of  a  pocket  in  one  of  the  cars 
dropping,  which  allowed  the  coal  to  run  out. 

William  Silverwood,  who  for  a  long  period  was 
engaged  in  the  coal  business  at  Baltimore,  Md., 
died  recently  at  the  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital,  Bal¬ 
timore.  He  is  survived  by  a  widow  and  five  chil¬ 
dren. 

A  fire  has  been  burning  for  the  past  week  in 
the  coal  yard  of  George  Hall  &  Co.,  Ogdensburg, 
N.  Y.  There  are  55,000  tons  of  coal  on  the  ground 
and  it  is  feared  that  a  great  part  of  this  will  be 
destroyed. 

John  S.  Slingerland,  the  well  known  Albany 
(N.  Y.)  coal  dealer,  died  recently  at  his  home, 
33  Ten  Broeck  street,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five 
years.  He  is  survived  by  one  son  and  three 
daughters. 

The  Huntington  Lumber  &  Coal  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Huntington,  N.  Y.,  with  a  capital 
of  $75,000.  The  incorporators  are  A.  B.  Gilder- 
sleeve,  D.  L.  Baylis,  Henry  S.  Brush,  1.  E.  Brush 
and  A.  M.  Baylis. 

Coal  dealers  at  Washington,  D.  C,  for  the  past 
four  months  have  been  stocking  anthracite  in  an¬ 
ticipation  of  a  strike  in  the  spring,  and  now  have 
enough  to  carry  them  through  the  winter  and 
far  into  the  summer. 

James  Kearney,  a  retail  coal  dealer  at  Scran¬ 
ton,  Pa.,  has  brought  suit  against  the  Bull’s  Head 
Coal  Co.  for  $25,000,  alleging  that  he  has  a  con¬ 
tract  with  the  latter  company  to  purchase  all  the 


coal  of  a  certain  size  mined.  He  contends  that 
the  company,  in  1900,  refused  to  sell  him  further 
and  supplied  his  customers  direct. 

The  coal  dealers  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  have  circu¬ 
lated  a  petition  asking  that  the  position  of  sealer 
of  weights  be  made  a  salaried  one,  and  that  pub¬ 
lic  scales  be  established.  The  petition  has  been 
sent  to  the  city  council. 

Mrs.  R.  Sambogna,  321  Fulton  street,  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.,  was  recently  fined  $5.00  in  Judge  Thomp¬ 
sons’  court  for  stealing  coal  at  the  New  York 
Central  railroad  yards.  She  pleaded  guilty  and 
had  plenty  of  money  with  which  to  pay  the  fine. 

In  the  power  house  of  the  Rapid  Transit  system, 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  which  has  been  the  subject  of 
much  criticism  for  some  time,  nothing  but  anthra¬ 
cite  will  be  used  in  the  future,  owing  to  the  smoke 
ordinance  which  has  now  been  passed  in  that 
city. 

The  land  comprising  the  site  of  the  lumber  and 
coal  yard  of  Sidney  H.  Sanford,  Newburgh,  N.  Y., 
has  been  sold  to  Byron  S.  Galloway,  of  Wallkill. 
Mr.  Galloway  has  also  contracted  to  purchase  the 
stock  of  coal,  lumber,  etc.,  owned  by  Mr.  Sanford 
the  first  of  January. 

The  fire  which  has  been  burning  for  some  time 
past  in  the  coal  stored  at  Garfield  &  Proctor’s 
south  wharf.  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  has  again  re¬ 
quired  attention.  A  force  of  men  is  employed 
shoveling  the  coal  and  will  be  kept  at  work  until 
it  is  entirely  extinguished. 

Western  Coal  and  Coke  ^^otes. 

The  Jupiter  mines,  Nos.  1  and  5,  with  about 
1,000  acres  of  rich  coal  land,  have  been  pur¬ 
chased  by  Turley,  Rutledge  &  Taylor,  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  from  the  Manufacturers  Fuel  Co.,  Chicago, 
Ill. 

Coal  mining  companies  at  Florence,  Colo.,  are 
complaining  of  the  car  famine.  All  the  large 
companies  have  orders  on  hand  which  can  not 
be  filled  at  present,  due  to  lack  of  transporta¬ 
tion. 

The  Northwestern  railroad  for  some  time  past 
has  been  storing  coal  at  the  north  yards,  Belvi- 
dere.  Ill.,  and  the  tonnage  stored  is  now  said  to  be 
over  50,000  tons,  to  be  used  in  case  of  an  emer¬ 
gency. 

Deputy  Sheriff  Mahoney  has  made  an  attach¬ 
ment  on  some  of  the  property  of  the  Illinois 
Mining  Co.,  Chenoa,  Ill.,  to  secure  payment  of  a 
bill  of  $300  for  lumber  due  to  a  Chicago  lum¬ 
ber  firm. 

A.  G.  Webber,  Decatur,  Ill.,  has  purchased 
the  coal  rights  under  about  300  acres  of  land 
in  the  vicinity  of  Decatur,  for  $18,675  and  it  is 
very  probable  that  a  mine  will  be  developed  in 
the  near  future. 

The  coal  mines  at  Ft.  Branch,  Ind.,  owned  by 
Ft.  Branch  and  Evansville  capitalists,  were  sold 
recently  to  Chicago  capitalists  for  $30,000.  The 
new  owners  will  spend  $30,000  in  improvements 
and  employ  500  men. 

W.  O.  Williams  has  been  appointed  auditor 
of  the  Utah  Fuel  Co.,  to  succeed  J.  F.  Evans, 
who  is  to  have  a  similar  position  with  the  West¬ 
ern  Pacific  railroad.  It  is  believed  that  he  will 
make  his  office  in  San  Francisco. 

Col.  Chas.  Nox,  a  Qiicago  capitalist,  exten¬ 
sively  interested  in  coal  operations  throughout 
the  south,  has  purchased  from  J.  W.  Stillwell,  of 
New  Albany,  Ind.,  600  acres  of  Pike  county  coal 
land  near  Winslow.  The  consideration  was 
$148,000. 

Alexander  Dick,  of  the  Dominion  Coal  Co., 
Nova  Scotia,  has  applied  to  the  Dominion  gov¬ 
ernment  asking  it  to  place  a  duty  on  all  imported 
anthracite  of  sixty  cents  per  ton.  He  claims  this 
coal  is  taking  the  place  of  the  bituminous  coal 
from  Canadian  mines,  and  is  being  used  for  man¬ 
ufacturing  purposes. 

The  strike  which  has  been  on  at  the  chain 
machine  mine  at  New  Baden,  Ill.,  since  the  first 
of  July,  has  been  settled  by  a  joint  committee, 
both  the  operators  and  the  miners  being  glad  to 
resume  operations.  The  mine  is  owned  by  the 
Southern  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  and  on  account  of 
the  shut  down  the  latter  sustained  a  heavy  loss. 


36 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


[Decembeh  2 


Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  ^lotes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

The  Bellfield  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Blandsburg,  Pa.,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $25,000. 

White’s  Creek  Coal  Mining  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Somerset,  Pa.,  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  $10,000. 

The  Delphi  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Parkersburg,  W.  Va.,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $40,000,  by  F.  H.  Blake,  C.  C.  Wentz, 
W.  E.  White  and  W.  G.  Peterkin.  The  company 
has  purchased  2,000  acres  of  land  in  Nicholas 
county. 

The  Bessemer  &  Lake  Erie  Coal  Mining  Co. 
has  been  organized  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  for  the 
purpose  of  acquiring  and  developing  mining 
properties.  The  capital  stock  of  the  company  is 
$.300,000,  divided  into  60,000  shares  at  $5.00  each, 
with  $1,000  paid  up.  The  directors  of  the  com¬ 
pany  are  J.  R.  Graham,  C.  W.  Barker  and  William 
A.  Donnelly. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  separators,  shakers,  pickers  and  other  new 
machinery  is  being  installed  in  the  new  breaker 
of  the  Kehley  Run  colliery,  Pottsville,  Pa. 

The  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.  has  purchased  a 
tract  of  land  in  Branch  and  Reilly  townships, 
Schuylkill  county.  Pa.,  containing  470  acres. 

The  Lackawanna  railroad  is  reconstructing  its 
coal  storage  properties  at  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  and 
also  will  establish  an  entirely  new  storage  yard 
at  Dover. 

Between  forty  and  fifty  miners  and  laborers 
have  quit  work  at  the  National  colliery  at  Scran¬ 
ton,  Pa.,  and  gone  on  strike  because  of  alleged 
unsatisfactory  wage  conditions. 

The  Mitchell  Coal  &  Coke' Co.  has  brought 
suit  against  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  to  re¬ 
cover  $95,894,  alleged  damages  for  rebates  on 
shipments  of  coal  and  coke.  The  Mitchell  com¬ 
pany  owned  and  operated  coal  lands  in  Cam¬ 


bria  and  Blair  counties  on  the  main  line  of  the 
Pennsylvania  road. 

The  controlling  interest  in  the  Cambria  Coal 
Co.,  operating  mines  at  Johnstown,  Pa.,  has  been 
purchased  by  the  Iron  City  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
Pittsburg,  Pa.  The  consideration  was  $17,500. 

F.  M.  Chase,  who  has  been  chief  accountant 
for  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.  for  a  great  many 
years,  has  been  promoted  to  the  position  of  as¬ 
sistant  manager  of  the  company,  with  offices  in 
Wilkesbarre,  Pa. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Black  Diamond  Coal 
Co.,  Simpson,  Pa.,  has  been  purchased  by  the 
Ontario  &  Western  Co.  This,  however,  is  de¬ 
nied  by  S.  J.  Thomas,  superintendent  of  the 
Black  Diamond  Co. 

II.  J.  Wilmoth,  Meyersdale.  Pa.,  has  purchased 
the  interests  of  his  partners,  William  Merrill  and 
Levi  Deal,  in  the  Penn-Marva  Coal  Co.,  with 
mines  at  Pine  Hill,  Pa.,  and  will  assume  sole 
control  of  the  property. 

The  Federal  Coal  Co.,  which  has  carried  on  . 
extensive  coal  operations  near  Hooversville,  Pa., 
has  made  arrangements  for  the  erection  of  a 
new  plant  at  its  old  No.  3  mine.  The  new  tract 
comprises  nearly  800  acres. 

The  Avondale  colliery  of  the  Delaware,  Lacka¬ 
wanna  &  Western  company  at  Wilkesbarre,  Pa., 
which  has  been  idle  for  the  past  five  months  on 
account  of  repairs  being  made  to  the  breaker, 
has  again  resumed  operations. 

The  tipple  of  the  Tremont  coal  mine,  Belle- 
vernon.  Pa.,  was  recently  burned  to  the  ground, 
causing  damage  to  the  amount  of  $1,500.  This 
will  throw  the  employes  out  of  work  for  several 
weeks  until  a  new  tipple  can  be  erected. 

The  Baxter  Ridge  Coke  Co.  is  taking  up  and 
paying  for  the  right  of  way  from  the  site  of  its 
coke  plant  south  of  Smithfield,  Pa.,  across  the 
farms  of  J.  Weaver,  A.  J.  Sutton  and  L.  D. 
Ramsey,  to  its  coal  field  in  Nicholson  county. 

Mine  workers  in  the  employ  of  the  Lehigh  Val¬ 
ley  Coal  Co.,  formerly  employed  by  Coxe  Bros. 

&  Co.,  recently  held  a  meeting  for  the  purpose 
of  formulating  a  petition  to  be  presented  to  the 
officials  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.  demanding 


the  same  scale  of  wages  as  those  paid  to  the  other 
miners  of  the  company. 

Enoch  Filer,  Sharon,  Pa.,  has  purchased  200 
acres  of  coal  land  located  on  the  Madge  and 
Stewart  farms  near  Bethel,  Mercer  county.  Pa. 
This  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  best  coal  veins  in 
the  county  and  the  consideration  was  $30,000. 

Henry  C.  Frick,  the  Pittsburg  steel  and  coke 
magnate,  is  said  to  be  back  of  a  plan  to  build  a 
trolley  line  from  Fairmont,  W.  Va.,  to  Fairview 
next  spring,  and  from  that  point  to  Wheeling, 
the  work  on  the  latter  end  to  be  begun  in  the 
fall. 

Damage  to  the  extent  of  $250,000  was  caused 
by  the  government  wharf  on  the  St.  Lawrence 
river  at  Sorel,  Canada,  giving  way.  Eight  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  tons  of  coal  belonging  to  the 
Richelieu  &  Ontario  Navigation  Co.  were  sunk 
in  the  river. 

The  United  Coal  Co.  has  just  completed  a 
large  tipple  and  coal  yard  at  Holsopple,  on  the 
Somerset  &  Cambria  branch  of  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio,  thirteen  miles  south  of  Johnstown,  Pa. 
The  company  will  have  an  output  of  sixty  carloads 
of  coal  a  day. 

The  Glendale  Coal  Co.,  Glendale,  W.  Va.,  is 
to  be  purchased  by  W.  H.  Koch,  general  manager 
of  the  Hitchman  Coal  Co.,  Wheeling,  W.  Va., 
who  is  at  the  head  of  a  syndicate  of  local  and 
foreign  capitalists.  The  consideration  will  be 
about  $350,000. 

The  Big  Sandy  Coal  Co.,  recently  organized  to 
operate  coal  mines  in  West  Virginia,  has  1,731 
acres  of  coal  land  and  428  acres  of  river  bottom 
and  mountainside  in  McDowell  county,  valued 
at  $447,000.  The  principal  owners  are  Jewett, 
Bigelow  &  Brooks,  of  Detroit. 

The  United  States  Steel  Corporation  has  made 
preparations  to  purchase  6,000  acres  of  coal  land 
in  Washington  county,  Pa.,  at  a  cost  of  $10,- 
000,000.  For  some  time  agents  of  the  big  steel 
corporation  have  been  taking  options,  and  the 
deal  now  is  almost  completed. 

The  contract  for  a  naval  coaling  station  at 
Olonggapo,  Subfg  bay,  Philippines,  has  been  let 
by  the  United  States  government.  The  plant 
will  consist  of  apparatus  for  unloading  coal  from 
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vessels  or  cars,  together  with  means  for  reclaim¬ 
ing  coal  from  storage  and  delivering  it  to  vessels 
or  cars  again.  The  conveyors  will  be  of  the  belt 
type  and  will  have  a  capacity  of  100  tons  per 
hour. 

The  Philadelphia  Rapid  Transit  Co.,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Pa.,  has  made  preparation  for  storing  75,- 
000  tons  of  anthracite  in  anticipation  of  labor 
troubles  next  spring.  During  the  strike  of  1902 
the  company  was  compelled  to  import  Welsh 
coal,  which  was  done  at  considerable  expense. 

George  W.  Maxey,  Forest  City,  Pa.,  has  pur¬ 
chased  twenty  acres  of  coal  land  in  Carbondale 
township,  containing  two  veins  of  coal,  ranging 
from  three  and  one-half  to  four  and  one-half 
feet  thick.  This  property  is  just  east  of  Scran¬ 
ton,  and  until  recently  belonged  to  the  Hollen- 
back  estate. 

The  first  shipment  of  coal,  twenty  cars,  from 
the  Blackwood  colliery,  near  Pottsville,  Pa., 
which  was  abandoned  ten  years  ago,  was  made 
this  week.  The  mine  was  recently  rehabilitated 
at  considerable  expense  by  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Coal  Co.,  and  now  more  than  500  men  and  boys 
are  employed. 

A  new  breaker,  which  will  be  equipped  with  a 
modern  550-horsepower  boiler  and  engine,  and 


which  will  give  employment  to  a  large  number  of 
men  and  boys,  is  being  erected  by  Thomas 
Walker,  Carbondale,  Pa.  This  is  to  take  the 
place  of  the  old  one,  which  had  become  inade¬ 
quate  to  supply  the  growing  trade. 

Literary  Notes. 

Any  new  material  touching  the  life  and  character  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  is  a  notable  find,  and  much  that  will 
prove  of  fresh  and  vital  interest  is  promised  in  Fred¬ 
erick  Trevor  Hill’s  “Lincoln  the  Lawyer,”  the  first  chap¬ 
ters  of  which  will  appear  ii.  the  December  Century. 
These  opening  chapters  discuss  Lincoln’s  mythical  birth¬ 
right  to  the  law,  the  real  source  of  his  professional  aspi¬ 
rations,  the  primitive  bench  and  bar  of  Indiana,  “the 
molding  of  a  great  lawyer,”  Lincoln’s  first  argument 
and  his  early  attitude  toward  the  law.  The  papers  are 
the  fruit  of  years  of  enthusiastic  research  into  the  sub¬ 
ject  by  Mr.  Hill,  who  had  the  assistance  of  the  Hon. 
Robert  Lincoln,  the  Hon.  Adlai  E.  Stevenson,  and  many 
members  of  the  Illinois  bar  and  officers  of  the  Illinois 
Historical  Society. 

V 

Eugene  Lawson,  Seattle,  Wash.,  recently  ob¬ 
tained  a  judgment  against  the  Black  Diamond 
Coal  Co.,  a  California  corporation,  for  $55,000. 
The  judgment  was  given  without  a  trial  as  H.  H. 
Taylor,  president  of  the  company,  refused  to 
answer  questions  propounded  to  liim  by  order  of 
the  superior  court. 


Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Southern  Enterprises. 

A  company  has  been  organized  at  Henshaw, 
Ky.,  to  prospect  for  coal  in  that  state.  None 
of  the  details  of  the  organization  have  as  yet  been 
made  public. 

The  Excelsior  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  with  $150,000  capital  stock. 
The  incorporators  of  the  company  are  F.  L.  Mul- 
key  and  W.  F.  Blocker. 

The  Texas  Almaden  Mining  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Dallas,  Tex.,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $200,000.  The  incorporators  of  the  company 
are  Alex  Sanger,  T.  P.  Barry,  Eli  L.  Sanger  and 
E.  A.  Sanger. 

The  Sebastian  County  Coal  Co.  has  been  or¬ 
ganized  at  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  to  operate  coal 
mines  in  that  county.  The  stockholders  are  Jo¬ 
seph  M.  Spralding,  Jesse  Harpe  and  J.  L.  Spral- 
ding,  all  of  Hartford. 

The  Louisiana-Alabama  Coal  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $200,000  for  the  operation  of  coal  mines 
in  the  state  of  Alabama.  S.  B.  McConnico  is 
promoter  of  the  company. 

The  Sequoyah  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  with  a  capital 


COAL  DEALERS 

SUPPLIES 

Manufactured  by  the 
5ackett  Screen  Co.,  Pre> 
donia,  N.  Y. ,  are  first  class, 
are  exactly  as  represented 
and  are  extremely  mod¬ 
erate  in  price.  All  shipments  made  promptly.  Send  all  orders  directly  to  us  at  Fredonia,  N.Y. 
We  have  no  branch  house  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere  in  the  west.  SACKETT  SCREEN  CO. 


CxP  nnWHAN  IVIINERand  SHIPPER 

■  III  DU  If  IflHIl "anthracite -COKE- BITUMINOUS 

SOLE  SHIPPER 

**AYOca’’  (Pittston  Hlstrlet).  *‘liOpez”  (Bernice  Dlatrlet). 

aUHE  AOENT 

**Bacl£  Honntaln”  ''Perfection’*  BnalthUiK 

"Bis  Vein  Lebisb”  "Best”  «as 

"Wllltes  Barre’’  "White  Oak  Staam 

And  other  shades  Anthracite  And  other  si^*<1*b  Bltnualnema 
Conneiisviiie,  Latroha,  Gallitzin  and  West  Tirslnia  Cohe. 

ADDRESS  ALL  COMMUNICATIONS  TO  1 19  WILLIAM  ST.,  PIHSTON,  PA. 

Anthracite  Shipments  made  by  Rail  or  Water  via  P.  R.  R..  P.  &  R.  R.  R., 

L.  V.  R.  R.,  Erie  R.  R.,  and  their  connections. 


HendrickMfc.Co. 

CARBONDALE,  PA. 


NEW  YORK /OFFICE; 
149  BROADWAY, 

COR.  LIBERTY  ST. 


Perforated  Plate 

STEEL  or  BRONzk 
SPECIALLY  IMPROVED 
SCREENS  FOR  CLEANING  AND 
SIZING  COAL  AND  COKE,  FOR 
SHAKING  AND  REVOLVING 
SCREENS. 


I - 1 


iflEHARBINGTONANDKING  PERFORATING  CO. 


PERFORATED  STEEL  AND  BRONZE  PLATES 


For  Cleaning  and  Sizing 

CO  AIL,  COKBJ,  OREJ,  JR!  O  C  K,  EJto. 
In  Shaking  or  Revolving  Screens. 

Perforated  Steel  Plates  and  Cylinders  up  to  one-half  inch  in  thickness  (or 
heavy  service. 

Plates  of  Any  Dimensions  to  ten  feet  wide  by  twenty  feet  In  length,  punched 

and  rolled  as  required. 

Blue  Prints,  Samples  and  information  on  request.  The  name  of  this  Company 
is  a  synonym  for  the  best  goods  in  this  line. 

THE  HARRINGTON  &  KING  PERFORATING  CO. 

Main  Office  &  Works:  215  North  Union  Street,  CHICAGO,  ILL,  U.  S.  A. 

New  York  Office:  114  Liberty  Street. 


CXXXXXXXXXXXXXX)OOCXXXXXXXX)0(>D(X)(XXX)00<XXXXX)OOOOOOOOOOOCOC)OOOC)CXD(X)OOOCXXXXD<D(XXXXXXXXXD^^ 


The  St.  LOUIS  AND 

Bio  muddycoalco. 

PRINCIPAL  OFFICE, 

CARBONDALE,  ILL. 

CAPACITY 

2,500 

TONS 
DAILY. 


MINES  NEAR 

GARTERVILLE, 

Williamson  County, 
Illinois. 

SOLE 

PROPRIETORS 

HURRICANE 

COAL 


A  600  ton  dally  capacity 
Luhiig  Coal  Washing 
Plant  operated  In  coo* 
nectlon  with  mine. 


_  Trea<a®  IVfax*lz. 

00<XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX)OCX)OOOCXXXXXX)OOOOCXXXXX)CXX)00(XXXXDOOOOOOOOOCXX>CXXXXXXXXX)OCXX)OOOOC^ 

Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 


38 


THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


[December  2 


of  $100,000,  all  of  which  has  been  subscribed  and 
paid  in.  The  incorporators  are  Charles  Sutler, 
R.  F.  Spencer,  Janies  Brizzolara  and  J.  H.  Mur- 
phy. 

General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

C.  S.  Lord,  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  has  purchased  the 
coal  mines  and  property  of  James  N.  N.  Thomp¬ 
son,  of  London,  Ky.,  and  associates,  for  $20,000. 

I'he  Bon  Air  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  Bon  Air,  Tenn., 
has  been  sold.  It  is  believed  that  the  purchaser 
is  a  syndicate,  which  has  held  options  on  the  com¬ 
pany  for  some  months. 

Plenty  of  cars  are  now  available  in  the  coal  dis¬ 
tricts  of  eastern  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  representative  of  the  transportation  de¬ 
partment  of  the  Southern  railway. 

There  are  no  developments  in  the  coal  wheelers’ 
strike  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  that  tend  to  indicate 
an  early  settlement,  as  neither  the  men  nor  the 
bosses  are  willing  to  make  any  overtures. 

The  Aldrich  Mining  Co.,  Brilliant,  Ala.,  has 
been  purchased  by  the  Cane  Creek  Coal  Co.,  Calu¬ 
met,  Ala.,  for  $175,000.  The  operations  are  lo¬ 
cated  on  a  branch  of  the  Illinois  Central  railway. 

The  Tennessee  Land  &  Coal  Co.,  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  has  purchased  10,000  acres  of  land  adjoin¬ 
ing  its  35,000  acres  in  Fentress  County.  This 
additional  property  was  acquired  from  the  Federal 
Oil  Co.,  in  Kentucky. 

A  meeting  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  coal  op¬ 
erators  has  been  called  to  be  held  at  Hotel  Impe¬ 
rial,  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  on  December  twelfth.  The 
object  of  the  meeting  is  to  take  further  action  in 
regard  to  the  Esch-Townsend  bill. 

The  output  from  the  No.  4  Pratt  mine,  of  the 
Sloss-Sheffield  Co.,  Ensley,  Ala.,  on  November  fif¬ 


teenth,  was  922  tons,  which  is  the  largest  single 
day’s  production  since  1901.  While  labor  is  still 
in  great  demand,  the  conditions  are  very  much 
improved  and  the  operators  are  encouraged  with 
the  outlook  for  the  future. 

The  Eureka  Anthracite  Coal  Co.,  Clarksville, 
Ark.,  has  taken  action  against  the  Iron  Mountain 
railroad,  alleging  the  refusal  and  failure  to  provide 
cars,  and  also  discrimination  in  favor  of  other 
companies. 

The  Straight  Creek  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Barbour- 
ville,  Ky.,  is  extending  its  railroad  to  some  valu¬ 
able  undeveloped  coal  fields  several  miles  above 
Pineville,  Ky.,  and  is  preparing  to  develop  hold¬ 
ings  in  the  new  field  on  an  immense  scale. 

Henry  B.  Hanson,  a  pioneer  in  railroad  and  coal 
mine  development,  died  recently  at  Saratoga 
Springs,  N.  Y.,  where  he  of  late  made  his  resi¬ 
dence,  visiting  Louisville,  Ky.,  twice  a  year  to 
attend  the  meeting  of  the  St.  Bernard  Coal  Co. 

The  troops  which  were  recently  sent  to  Whit- 
well,  Tenn.,  to  prevent  a  bloody  conflict  between 
the  striking  coal  miners  and  the  non-union  men 
will  be  removed  within  a  few  days,  as  all  danger 
of  trouble  is  now  passed. 

The  Chickasaw  legislature  has  passed  a  bill  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  sale  of  the  segregated  coal  lands 
of  the  nation,  after  the  dissolution  of  the  tribal 
government.  The  bill  provides  that  the  entire 
compensation  to  all  parties  in  making  final  dis¬ 
position  of  the  lands  shall  not  exceed  ten  per  cent 
of  the  amount  reecived  from  the  sale. 

In  order  to  extinguish  the  fire  which  is  burning 
in  the  No.  8  mine  at  South  McAlester,  I.  T.,  and 
which  was  caused  by  a  windy  shot,  severely  in¬ 
juring  three  of  the  miners,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
seal  up  the  mine  for  three  weeks  or  more.  This 


will  throw  over  250  men  and  boys  out  of  employ¬ 
ment. 

A  mammoth  coal  operating  company  is  to  be 
formed  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  in  the  near  future. 
All  of  the  small  companies  operating  from  one  to 
three  mines  along  the  Tennessee  Central  railroad 
are  to  be  consolidated  and  a  corporation  with 
$15,000,000  capital  stock  is  to  be  formed. 

The  Weaver  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  announced 
that  it  will  spend  $100,000  in  building  tracks  to  its 
mines  near  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  in  the  erection 
of  100  coke  ovens.  N.  C.  Chapman,  one  of  the 
promoters  of  the  Tennessee  Central  railroad,  is 
said  to  be  largely  interested  in  this  company. 

The  Mexican  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Las  Esperanzas, 
Mexico,  is  about  to  make  a  deal  with  the  Inter¬ 
national  railroad  for  the  transfer  of  the  railroad 
of  the  former  for  the  coal  fields  of  the  latter.  The 
necessary  papers  in  the  transaction  will  be  signed 
by  President  Brown  of  the  merger  system,  and 
Manager  Ludlow  for  the  coal  company. 

V 

The  Southeastern  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Hamilton, 
Iowa,  has  admitted  bankruptcy,  offering  no  de¬ 
fense  to  the  petition  of  half  a  dozen  creditors. 
The  claims  of  the  creditors  aggregate  over 
$27,000,  and  the  assets  of  the  company  are  placed 
at  $15,000. 

V 

The  suit  brought  by  the  Columbus  &  Hocking 
Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  against  former  Vice-President 
McManigal  for  $340,010  is  nearing  trial.  The 
demurrer  offered  by  McManigal  was  recently 
decided  in  favor  of  the  Columbus  &  Hocking 
Coal  &  Iron  Co.  on  every  point. 


WILLIAMS  & 


KEYSTONE 

JERMYN 

WILKESBARRE 


PITTSTON 

CLARION 

BLOSSBURG 


t  BROADWAY.  NEW  YORK. 

BRANCH  offices: 


E.  O.  SOHEBMERHOBN»  Eastern  Sales  Agent, 
141  Milk  Street.  Boston,  Mass. 

WILLIAMS.  WELLS  &  GO., 

40  Meadow  St.,  New  Haven,  Conn. 


W.  T.  BOBEBTS,  Western  Sales  Agent, 
1112  Prudential  Bldg.,  Buffalo,  N.T. 

F.  N.  PEASE,  Southwestern  Sales  Agent, 
215  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago,  Ill. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertisers. 


The  ] 

Black  Diamond 

VOL. 

34.  No  23.  ★★★  ci> 

DECEMBER  9.  1905.  83  00  Per  Year 

General  Review 

The  convention  of  anthracite  miners  to  be  held  at  Shamokin 
next  week  commencing  Thursday,  will  doubtless  have  an  important 
bearing  on  both  the  bituminous  and  anthracite  coal  markets,  during 
the  remainder  of  the  winter.  Anthracite  producing  interests  are 
interested  because  it  will  rest  with  this  meeting  whether  there  will 
be  labor  troubles  next  spring.  A  strike  of  long  duration  would  be 
more  or  less  of  a  calamity  at  present,  from  both  the  standpoint  of 
the  producers  as  well  as  the  miners.  The  consuming  public  also  has 
a  keen  interest  in  this  meeting.  If  there  should  be  a  strike  it  would 
mean  that  the  supply  of  anthracite  doubtless  would  grow  scarce  and 
prices  would  advance  in  proportion  to  the  length  of  time  the  mines 
were  involved.  Bituminous  operators  have  an  interest  in  this  con¬ 
vention  due  to  the  fact  that  it  will  affect  the  market  on  their  product 
during  the  remainder  of  the  winter,  and  possibly  all  of  next  year,  if 
there  is  any  indication  of  labor  trouble.  There  are  no  means  by 
which  the  outcome  of  the  convention  can  be  anticipated  at  present. 
The  750  delegates  elected  represent  the  three  producing  districts 
in  the  anthracite  region  and  doubtless  there  are  many  divergent 
opinions  as  to  what  action  should  be  taken.  From  the  standpoint  of 
peace  there  is  one  favorable  indication,  however.  Eeports  from  the 
region  show  that  nearly  all  of  these  delegates  are  uninstructed.  This 
means  that  they  will  be  free  to  act  according  to  their  best  judgment. 
Had  instructions  been  imposed  upon  them  it  might  require  consid¬ 
erable  more  effort  on  the  part  of  the  conservative  members  of  the 
union  to  prevent  an  open  rupture  between  the  employers  and  the 
employes  next  April. 

It  is  not  evident  yet  what  the  tendency  of  the  delegates  is  in¬ 
dividually,  whether  they  are  conservative  or  radical.  If  the  con¬ 
servative  element  is  in  control  of  this  meeting,  there  seems  to  be 
but  little  doubt  but  what  peace  will  prevail  next  year  all  through  the 
anthracite  region.  The  conservative  miners  in  the  collieries  liave 
been  through  so  many  labor  struggles  that  they  appreciate  just  what 
kind  of  a  fight  it  means,  and  so  long  as  they  are  making  good  wages 
and  conditions  are  favorable,  they  are  not  likely  to  demand  a  change. 
There  are  some  firebrands  always  in  every  labor  organization,  and 
should  they  gain  control  of  the  Shamokin  meeting  there  is  consid¬ 
erable  doubt  as  to  what  the  outcome  might  be.  It  is  thought  that 
Mr.  Mitchell  will  preside  at  this  meeting  if  he  is  physically  able  to 
do  so  and  it  seems  reasonable  to  suppose  in  view  of  his  past  ex¬ 
perience  that  he  will  be  fairly  conservative  in  guiding  the  men. 

Current  market  conditions  in  the  anthracite  trade  show  no  very 
great  change  when  compared  with  a  week  ago.  In  the  eastern  states 
prevailing  temperatures  have  been  lower,  and  the  consumption  of  coal 
has  increased  so  that  the  demand  from  householders  to  retailers  and 
from  retailers  to  shippers  has  received  a  fresh  impetus.  So  far  as 
finding  a  disposition  for  the  coal  produced  is  concerned,  the  market 
previous  to  this  cold  weather  was  sufficiently  active.  All  of  the  coal 
mined  was  going  directly  into  consumption  or  to  the  storage  bins  of 
consumers. 

Consumption  Shows  an  Increase  This  Week. 

Even  then  there  was  a  shortage  of  coal  at  many  all-rail  points 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  railroads  would  not  permit  their  equipment 
to  leave  main  lines  to  go  to  foreign  roads.  These  features  of  the  sit¬ 
uation  have  been  enhanced  by  the  wider  consumption  this  week.  At 
tide-water,  the  tonnage  of  anthracite  arriving  is  sufficient  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  trade.  There  is  some  complaint  that  the 
supply  of  vessels  is  not  always  adequate  to  move  the  coal  after  it 
arrives  at  shipping  ports,  but  so  far  there  has  been  little  accumula¬ 
tion.  Domestic  sizes  are  badly  sorted  at  present,  due  to  the  inroads 
upon  the  available  stocks  of  chestnut  and  stove.  Egg  coal  is  about 
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the  only  domestic  product  that  is  in  full  supply.  Pea  coal  is  very 
short  of  the  requirements  and  premiums  continue  to  be  paid  in  some 
quarters  in  order  to  obtain  a  sufficient  tonnage  to  fill  out  cargoes. 
In  the  all-rail  eastern  trade  the  supply  of  equipment  is  insufficient 
to  hard  all  the  tonnage  required,  consequently  many  dealers  in  the 
smaller  cities  and  towns  are  piecing  out  from  day  to  day  with  such 
coal  as  they  can  obtain.  The  car  shortage  continues  to  be  a  factor 
of  considerable  consequence. 

In  the  western  anthracite  trade,  the  most  important  feature  of 
the  week  was  the  closing  of  lake  navigation.  Insurance  out  of  Buffalo 
on  lake  carriers  was  extended  to  December  tenth  but  many  of  the 
shipping  companies  did  not  anticipate  jhis  extension  and  closed  up 
their  loading  plants  the  latter  part  of  last  week.  Some  coal  will 
move  forward  during  the  present  week  but  comparatively  it  will  be 
light  alongside  of  the  volume  of  tonnage  that  has  been  moving.  As 
a  consequence  of  the  close  of  navigation  it  is  expected  that  many 
cars  used  in  the  haulage  of  coal  to  the  lakes  will  be  available  in  the 
western  all-rail  trade  and  there  will  be  an  improvement  in  the  supply 
of  coal  in  that  territory. 

Eastern  Bituminous  Prices  Are  High. 

In  the  bituminous  trade  the  eastern  market  is  on  a  much  stronger 
basis  this  week  as  a  result  of  the  colder  weather  and  the  price  of  free 
coal  in  New  York  harbor  is  ten  cents  higher  per  ton.  Common  steam 
grades  are  quoted  at  $3.90  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  alongside  and  it  begins  to 
look  very  much  as  if  three  dollar  coal  would  be  a  reality  before  the 
turn  of  the  year.  The  demand  for  steam  coal  is  unusually  active 
and  every  shipping  company  which  has  large  contracts  is  being  called 
upon  by  its  customers  to  supply  more  coal  than  the  monthly  allot¬ 
ment.  For  a  time  shippers  made  concessions  and  took  cax*e  of  their 
contract  customers  as  fully  as  they  could,  but  the  situation  is  at  such 
a  stage  that  there  is  now  an  inclination  to  limit  the  movement  to  the 
amount  called  for  in  the  obligation. 

In  the  western  bituminous  trade,  car  supply  continues  to  be  more 
or  less  of  a  feature  although  there  are  indications  of  a  slight  improve¬ 
ment  this  week.  The  mild  weather  has  reduced  the  current  con¬ 
sumption  of  coal  in  the  west  and  the  leading  markets  have  lost  a 
large  proportion  of  the  speculative  tendency  which  was  evident  a 
fortnight  ago.  Kailroads  which  were  badly  frightened  as  to  their 
supply  of  fuel  at  that  time,  have  now  covered  their  requirements  and 
this  has  created  a  much  easier  feeling.  Other  consumers  anticipating 
that  there  may  be  favorable  weather  for  some  time  to  come,  are  also 
buying  less  coal  than  they  did.  Coals  which  were  on  a  speculative 
basis  have  all  lost  from  ten  to  fifteen  cents  a  ton  from  the  maximum 
prices  which  previously  prevailed.  Chicago,  probably,  is  the  worst 
sufferer,  due  to  the  fact  that  local  companies  in  the  trade  had  pur¬ 
chased  a  large  tonnage  at  high  prices,  and  this  coal  is  now  coming 
forward.  On  top  of  this  the  car  service  regulations  have  been  amended 
reducing  the  “free”  time  to  throe  days,  which  requires  that  the 
product  shall  be  handled  promptly  upon  its  arrival. 

Western  docks  will  not  enter  the  winter  with  as  large  a  tonnage 
of  bituminous  as  was  expected.  Storms  on  the  great  lakes  recently 
interrupted  shipping  and  very  little  coal  lias  been  forwarded  Uie 
present  week.  It  is  stated  from  Pittsburg  that  one  of  the  large 
shipping  companies  has  moved  less  tonnage  than  a  year  ago,  and  that 
it  did  not  come  within  600,000  tons  of  shipping  the  coal  wliich  it 
had  expected  to  send  to  dock  points.  If  there  is  severe  weather  this 
will  mean  that  the  northwest  will  have  to  be  sujiplied  with  consid¬ 
erable  all-rail  product  and  that  will  have  a  tendency  to  strengthen 
the  situation.  Dock  iirices  on  Hocking  and  splint  coal  were  ad¬ 
vanced  to  $3.75  f.  0.  b.  docks  last  week.  This  is  on  about  the  same 
basis  as  ruled  a  year  ago.  The  demand  for  these  grades  of  coal  has 
been  unusually  active  in  dock  territory. 
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Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  West. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Chicago,  III.,  Dec.  8. 

Market  conditions  at  Chicago  are  a  trifle  easier 
tliis  week  as  a  result  of  local  conditions  in  this 
market.  In  tributary  territory  the  demand  for 
coal  is  as  active  as  it  has  been  at  any  time  and 
prices  hold  practically  to  the  same  range. 
Spot  coal  is  in  demand  in  the  smaller  cities  and 
towns  throughout  the  west,  while  stocks  with 
dealers  have  been  reduced  to  a  very  low  point. 
Cold  weather  coming  on  suddenly  might  result 
in  famines  at  a  number  of  different  points  and 
would  undoubtedly  result  in  calls  for  coal  which 
would  be  extremely  urgent.  Should  the  temper¬ 
ature  remain  about  as  it  is  at  present  enough 
coal  would  arrive  to  keep  consumers  going,  but 
with  the  advent  of  any  severe  weather  the  com¬ 
plexion  of  the  western  markets  will  be  changed 
within  a  few  hours. 

In  the  Chicago  market  most  of  the  western 
railroads  reduced  their  “free”  time  to  three  days 
on  Monday  of  this  week.  Coincident  with  this 
reduction  in  the  period  during  which  coal  can  be 
held  on  track,  shipping  companies  began  to  move 
tonnage  more  energetically  in  order  that  they 
might  avoid  paying  car  service  charges.  This 
developed  a  softer  feeling  as  to  prices  on  nearlv 
all  descriptions  of  coal,  and  where  pressure  to 
move  tonnage  was  urgent  prices  were  reduced 
to  force  sales.  Considering  the  weather  that  has 
prevailed,  which  has  been  comparatively  mild,  and 
the  new  car  service  regulations  which  forced 
coal  on  to  the  market  in  larger  quantities  than 
was  expected,  it  is  surprising  that  the  easier 
feeling  did  not  develop  greater  proportions.  Un¬ 
doubtedly  the  change  would  have  been  more 
marked  were  it  not  for  the  shortage  of  cars  at 
the  mines,  and  the  inability  of  the  producing 
companies  to  get  out  even  a  normal  tonnage  of 
coal. 

Too  Much  Mine-Run  Produced. 

I 

In  the  present  market  there  is  one  surface  in¬ 
dication  which  may  develop  later  with  serious 
consequences.  Many  western  •  producers  having 
been  attracted  by  the  high  prices  which  have  pre¬ 
vailed  for  run-of-mine  coal,  have  increased  their 
production  of  this  grade.  There  is  a  possibility 
they  may  overdo  the  business  if  the  tonnage  is 
not  more  evenly  divided.  Domestic  coals,  like 
Carterville  and  Indiana  product,  are  difficult  to 
obtain  at  present  and  the  prices  have  shown  no 
deviation  from  those  prevailing  last  week  on  the 
high  grade  coals.  This  may  be  taken  as  evidence 
that  these  coals  are  in  demand  and  that  the  pro¬ 
duction  is  not  meeting  the  requirements  of  the 
trade.  On  the  other  hand  run-of-mine  coal  has 
eased  off  ten  to  fifteen  cents  a  ton  since  a  week 
ago  and  a  considerable  volume  of  this  coal  is 
being  offered.  The  withdrawal  of  the  railroads 
as  active  buyers  in  the  market  at  present  has 
also  had  an  effect  on  the  demand  for  inch  and 
a  quarter  fueling  coal,  and  this  is  some  easier 
than  it  was,  the  requirements  being  confined  al¬ 
most  entirely  to  the  trade  requiring  product  for 
steam-making  purposes. 

Eastern  bituminous  coals  are  also  slightly  softer 
in  western  markets.  This  is  particularly  true  of 
Hocking  and  lump  and  egg  smokeless  coals.  Now 
that  the  lake  season  is  over  shippers  of  these 
products  are  giving  more  attention  to  the  rail 
trade,  the  consequences  being  that  Chicago  has 
been  visited  by  a  number  of  mine  representatives 
attracted  by  the  higher  prices.  In  the  local  mar¬ 
ket  Hocking  coal  has  declined  ten  to  fifteen 
cents  on  the  spot  and  some  demurrage  lump 
smokeless  coal  has  been  offered  to  spot  buyers. 
The  supply  of  Fairmont  and  Youghiogheny  does 
not  seem  to  have  shown  any  increase,  although 
shipping  companies  are  devoting  more  attention 
to  these  coals  with  a  view  to  making  deliveries 
all-rail  in  the  west  as  soon  as  cars  are  available, 
and  it  is  probable  the  consumption  will  be  better 
from  this  time  forward. 

Dock  Coal  Was  Advanced. 

Coal  at  dock  points  was  marked  up  on  Decem¬ 
ber  first,  although  the  whole  list  was  not  affected 
by  the  advance.  Rescreened  Hocking  lump  sold 
from  docks  is  now  held  at  $3.75  f.  o.  b.  loading 
points  and  splint  lump  is  held  at  $3.90.  This  is 


an  advance  of  twenty-five  -cents,  and  since  it 
went  into  effect  orders  have  been  received  freely 
by  these  interests,  the  principal  difficulty  being 
to  get  sufficient  cars  to  take  care  of  them.  Both 
the  leading  northwestern  railroads  are  still  short 
of  cars  and  dock  orders  are  in  excess  of  the 
facilities  for  moving  the  coal. 

The  car  shortage  does  not  seem  to  be  quite  as 
stringent  as  it  was — in  fact,  there  has  been  a 
slight  improvement  on  some  of  the  western  roads. 
North  and  south  lines  out  of  Indiana  are  bring¬ 
ing  in  a  larger  tonnage  to  Chicago  and  coal  freight 
is  receiving  prompt  dispatch.  The  Chicago  & 
Eastern  Illinois  has  been  able  to  bring  coal 
through  in  three  days  from  the  Sullivan  county 
mines  to  Dolton,  the  past  week,  and  the  coal  is 
distributed  and  classified  with  fair  dispatch  at 
these  terminals.  More  tonnage  is  moving  from 
the  Springfield  and  central  Illinois  district,  but 
the  situation  in  the  Carterville  field  does  not 
show  any  improvement. 

The  improvement  of  transportation  on  eastern 
roads  does  not  seem  as  pronounced  as  in  the 
west,  although  a  slight  betterment  may  be  ex¬ 
pected  within  the  next  ten  days  or  fortnight  as 
a  result  of  the  closing  of  the  lake  season.  To¬ 
ward  the  holidays  the  movement  of  general 
freight  will  be  reduced  somewhat  and  this  will 
result  in  more  cars  being  available  from  all  the 
fields  in  all  probability,  although  it  will  be  well 
after  the  first  of  the  year  before  a  normal  car 
supply  is  available. 

Western  Anthracite  Demand  Steady. 

The  western  anthracite  trade  shows  no  great 
change  from  last  week.  There  is  a  heavy  de¬ 
mand  yet  for  chestnut  size,  and  all  the  shipping 
companies  are  short  of  supplies.  Individual  job¬ 
bers  who  handle  “private”  coal  are  frequently 
enabled  to  secure  a  premium  of  ten  cents  a  ton 
for  this  size,  owing  to  the  urgent  demand  for  it. 

It  is  expected  that  the  close  of  navigation  will 
result  in  some  increase  in  all-rail  movement  to 
western  points.  Most  of  the  shipping  companies 
discontinued  lake  shipments  Monday  night,  al¬ 
though  a  few  cargoes  will  arrive  in  the  west  this 
week  and  perhaps  during  the  early  part  of  next 
week.  It  is  too  early  yet  to  feel  any  of  the  effects 
resulting  from  the  close  of  navigation,  but  by 
the  early  part  of  next  vveek  most  of  the  equip¬ 
ment  available  will  be  diverted  in  all  probability. 
Total  figures  of  coal  moved  to  Chicago  by  water 
are  not  yet  available,  but  it  is  assumed  that  the 
tonnage  this  year  will  not  be  quite  as  heavy  as 
it  was  a  year  ago.  At  the  head  of  the  lakes  there 
has  been  little  change  in  the  totals,  but  it  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  Milwaukee  will  show  a  larger  volume 
of  coal  received. 

As  the  time  approaches  for  the  meeting  of  an¬ 
thracite  miners,  interest  in  the  labor  situation 
grows  more  acute  and  there  is  considerable  spec¬ 
ulation  in  the  west  as  to  the  outcome.  Some  of 
the  Chicago  shipping  agents  incline  to  the  opinion 
that  there  will  be  no  definite  action  taken  until 
April  first,  when  the  situation  will  come  to  a 
climax. 

Retail  demand  for  anthracite  in  the  west  is 
fairly  active  this  week  and  generally  yards  re¬ 
port  that  a  larger  tonnage  is  moving.  It  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  householders  will  be  active  buyers 
until  just  before  Christmas,  but  over  the  holidays 
there  will  be  more  or  less  dullness  as  there  is 
nearly  every  season. 

Situation  as  to  Smokeless  Coals. 

In  the  western  bituminous  trade,  prices  gener¬ 
ally  on  smokeless  coals  outside  of  Chicago  are 
on  a  steady  basis,  although  in  Chicago  some  lump 
coal  has  gone  to  demurrage  during  the  past  week 
and  has  sold  as  low  as  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  to 
move  it.  Generally  the  shipping  agents  are  hold¬ 
ing  their  lump  product  at  $2.25@2.50  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  for  New  River  or  $4.30@4.55  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago.  New  River  egg  coal  is  held  generally  at 
$2.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $4.55  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Pocahontas  lump  and  egg  is  held  steady  at  $2.75 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $4.80  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  War 
Eagle  smokeless  is  held  at  $2.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
or  $4.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  All  standard  grades 
of  run-of-mine  coal  are  held  on  the  new  price 
basis  of  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.55  f.  o.  b. 


Chicago.  Receipts  of  this  coal  at  Chicago  have 
been  very  light  during  the  past  ten  days  and  ship¬ 
pers  are  confining  their  efforts  to  securing  the 
coal,  price  being  a  secondary  consideration.  War 
Eagle  run-of-mine  is  quoted  at  $1.35  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $3.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

The  situation  as  to  splint  coals  at  Chicago  has 
undergone  no  important  change.  The  surplus 
which  was  on  track  last  week  has  been  cleaned  up 
to  a  considerable  extent  and  shipping  companies 
do  not  have  much  coal  that  is  approaching  de¬ 
murrage.  On  the  other  hand,  the  market  is  not 
in  the  strongest  kind  of  a  position.  Buying ‘de¬ 
mand  is  rather  quiet  at  the  moment  and  spot  coal 
has  been  more  or  less  neglected.  Chicago  does 
not  consume  much  splint  coal  and  the  principal 
demand  for  the  domestic  product  is  from  the 
trade  outside  the  city.  Prices  are  quoted  on  the 
basis  of  $1.85@1.95  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.75@ 
3.85  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  shipments  from  the  mine. 
Some  spot  coal  has  been  sold  below  these  figures 
where  it  was  necessary  to  give  it  prompt  move¬ 
ment  to  avoid  car  service  charges. 

I'airmont  product  is  not  in  over-supply,  although 
shipping  companies  are  giving  more  attention 
to  the  all-rail  trade  and  are  quoting  prices  for 
shipments  more  freely  than  they  did  a  few  weeks 
ago.  Three  quarter  coal  is  quoted  on  the  basis 
of  $1.15@1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.05@3.15 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago  for  movement  to  jobbers.  Prices 
to  consumers  are  ten  cents  higher.  Domestic 
lump  coal  is  held  at  $1.65@1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
or  $3.55@3.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Youghiogheny  Rules  Steady. 

Youghiogheny  continues  to  be  held  on  a  firm 
basis  by  the  principal  shipping  companies,  who 
seem  to  be  obligated  on  contracts  to  a  large 
extent,  as  a  result  of  which  free  coal  is  not  of¬ 
fered  to  any  large  extent.  Inch  and  a  quarter 
coal  is  held  on  the  basis  of  $1.60  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
or  $3.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Three-quarter  coal  is 
quoted  at  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.40  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Run-of-mine  coal-  rules  steady  at  $1.40 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.30  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  De¬ 
mand  is  not  heavy,  although  an  occasional  round 
lot  is  moved  at  these  figures. 

The  Hocking  situation  is  very  much  mixed.  It 
is  claimed  that  the  price  east  of  Chicago  has 
been  on  the  basis  of  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  for 
rail  coal.  Speculative  demand  in  this  city  ran 
the  price  up  beyond  this  figure,  the  prevailing 
price  being  $2.00@2.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine.  Now 
that  the  lake  season  is  over  and  some  of  the  dock 
contracts  have  been  filled,  shipping  companies 
are  beginning  to  look  to  Chicago  for  a  market  at 
the  high  range  of  prices.  As  a  result  rail  coal 
is  offered  more  freely  and  prices  show  a  wide 
range.  The  prevailing  quotations  in  movement 
to  the  retail  trade  the  past  week  have  been  $1.85 
@2.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.50@3.75  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  With  more  coal  offering  it  would  not 
be  surprising  if  the  price  settled  back  to  the  cir¬ 
cular  basis  of  $1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.40 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago  in  movement  to  retailers.  Prices 
to  wholesale  shippers  necessarily  would  be  ten  or 
fifteen  cents  below  these  figures. 

In  the  western  trade  all  Indiana  lump  and  egg 
in  the  domestic  sizes  rules  strong,  the  supply  of 
coal  being  insufficient  to  meet  the  orders  on  the 
books  of  the  shipping  companies.  Current  quota¬ 
tions  are  on  the  basis  of  $2.00@2.10  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $2.80@2.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  In  move¬ 
ment  to  the  country  high  grade  product  on  the 
spot  has  sold  as  high  as  $2.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
during  the  week.  These  prices  apply  to  Sullivan 
and  Greene  county  coals.  Inch  and  a  quarter 
fueling  coal  has  developed  a  slightly  easier  feel¬ 
ing  and  is  now  quoted  on  the  basis  of  $1.65  @ 
1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.45@2.55  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago.  Very  little  run-of-mine  coal  from  these 
fields  is  coming  forward,  but  it  is  generally  held 
at  $1.30@1.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.10@2.20  f. 
o.  b.  Chicago.  Screenings  occupy  about  the  same 
basis  as  formerly  being  quoted  at  70@S0c  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $1.50@1.60  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  High 
grade  screenings  seem  to  be  in  light  supply. 

Carterville  Coal  Is  Oversold. 

Carterville  coal  continues  to  be  in  light  supply 
and  most  of  the  large  shipping  companies  are 
oversold  on  the  product  Domestic  product  for 
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movement  to  points  outside  of  Chicago  is  held  on 
the  basis  of  $3.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  lump  and 
egg.  For  movement  to  Chicago  prices  are  on  the 
basis  of  $1.75@2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.75@ 
3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Washed  coals  continue 
steady  and  the  producing  companies  are  over^ 
sold.  No.  1  is  quoted  at  $3.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine, 
although  there  is  very  little  available  for  prompt 
shipment.  Other  grades  rule  steady  at  circular 
quotations.  Franklin  and  Saline  county  coals 
hold  steady  at  the  range  of  prices  prevailing  on 
Carterville  product. 

Springfield  product  and  that  from  central  Illi¬ 
nois  has  been  weak  during  the  past  week  as  a 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond. 

Pittsburg^  Pa.,  Dec.  7. 

The  conditions  governing  this  market  as  re¬ 
viewed  in  these  columns  last  week  continue  in 
force  with  but  slight  changes.  It  has  been  a 
week  of  general  activity  in  the  coal  trade,  the 
air  of  bustle  having  been  greatly  enhanced  by 
the  river  operations  which  were  more  active  this  ' 
week  than  for  several  months  past.  Outside  of  a 
number  of  price  features  the  leading  development 
is  the  unexpected  turn  taken  by  the  lake  shipping, 
forced  as  it  were  by  the  elements  over  which  the 
coal  shipper  exercises  no  control.  The  storms  on 
the  upper  lakes  have  been  a  source  of  great  dis¬ 
appointment  and  heavy  loss  to  the  large  shippers 
of  coal,  as  it  was  confidently  expected  for  a 
long  time  that  much  tonnage  by  water  could  be 
supplied  notwithstanding  the  official  closing  of 
navigation.  Water  shipments  to  the  northwest 
are  now  practically  out  of  the  question.  The 
pecuniary  loss  resulting  from  the  premature 
cessation  of  lake  shipping  may  be  better  grasped 
by  the  contemplation  of  the  following  figures : 
The  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  has  yet  to  get  approxi¬ 
mately  600,000"  tons  of  coal  to  the  northwest. 
The  aggregate  differential  of  freight  rates  between 
the  run  from  Pittsburg  to  the  northwestern 
receiving  points  by  rail  exclusively  and  the  route 
via  rail  and  the  lakes  is  about  $1.00  per  ton. 
The  present  condition  of  the  lakes  make  it  a 
very  precarious  undertaking  to  gamble  with  fate 
even  with  such  stakes  at  issue.  Contrary  to 
expectations,  therefore,  the  total  tonnage  in  the 
lake  movement  for  this  year  will  not  quite  equal 
the  record  of  1904. 

Local  Market  Is  Strong. 

The  local  market  has  become  intrenched  in  a 
position  of  the  utmost  strength.  Indeed,  there  is 
very  little  drumming  for  new  business  and  prac¬ 
tically  every  independent  shipper  is  sold  out;  very 
little  quoting  of  prices  is  attempted  outside  of  fu¬ 
ture  contract  orders.  The  spot  product  now  on 
the  market  is  practically  nil  and  spot  orders, 
where  they  can  be  filled,  call  for  a  special  price. 

The  car  shortage  has  put  shippers  far  behind 
in  their  orders  and  where  contracts  were  closed 
one  or  two  months  ago  at  November  quotations 
shipments  are  being  made  at  a  loss.  The  advance 
in  price  for  two  months  has  been  most  insistent. 
The  larger  shippers  who  are  in  a  position  to 
handle  new  business  are  putting  out  list  quotations 
on  a  basis  of  at  least  ten  cents  advance  over 
the  prices  which  prevailed  in  November.  Formal 
prices  now  read  $1.30  per  ton  for  run-of-mine, 
f.  0.  b.  the  mine;  three-quarter,  $1.40  per  ton;  one 
and  a  quarter  inch,  $1.50  per  ton.  Slack  has  not 
receded  from  its  strong  position  and  one-dollar 
orders  are  common. 

The  trade  is  banking  on  an  early  improvement 
in  the  supply  of  cars,  for  an  era  .of  unstinted 
prosperity  and  a  feeling  of  the  greatest  confidence 
prevails.  The  car  supply  has  been  slightly  better 
in  spots  during  the  past  week.  Panhandle  mines 
reporting  a  sixty  per  cent  supply. 

Busy  Week  for  River  Coal. 

Friday,  December  first,  proved  to  be  a  red-letter 
day  for  the  river  coal  interests  and  strenuous 
efforts  were  put  forth  to  swell  the  outgoing  ton¬ 
nage  to  as  large  a  figure  as  possible  before  the 
barge  Stage  again  subsided.  The  river  trade  has 
been  relying  on  this  shipment,  probably  the  last 
of  the  year,  to  place  the  tonnage  ahead  of  that  in 


result  of  the  new  demurrage  rules  and  the  in¬ 
creased  car  supply.  Domestic  lump  and  egg 
holds  steady  at  the  former  range  of  prices.  Move¬ 
ment  to  Chicago  is  on  the  basis  of  $1.90@2.00  f. 
o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.C5@3.75  f.  o.  b.  this  city. 
Movement  of  this  domestic  product  to  points  out¬ 
side  of  Chicago  is  on  the  basis  of  $3.00@2.25  f. 
o.  b.  the  mines. 

Inch  and  a  quarter  locomotive  lump  coal  is 
quoted  on  the  basis  of  $1.60@1.70  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $2.35@2.45  f.  p.  b.  Chicago.  Demand  is 
quiet  and  the  market  is  easy  at  this  range  of 
prices.  Nut  coal  has  weakened  and  is  now  quoted 
at  $1.35@1.45  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.10@3.20  f. 


1904  and  a  barge  stage  has  been  needed  for  a 
month  past.  The  heavy  rains  the  last  two  weeks 
not  only  brought  the  stage,  but  opened  the  flood¬ 
gates,  causing  much  damage  to  river  craft.  Ship¬ 
ments  were  cut  off  before  they  were  well  under 
way.  Despite  their  best  endeavors  the  Monon- 
gahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  and 
other  river  shippers  were  unable  to  release  as 
much  coal  as  has  been  stored  in  upper  pool  barges 
during  the  period  of  inactivity  the  last  month. 
However,  an  aggregate  of  5,000,000  bushels  was 


started  south,  the  largest  shippers  being  the  Mo- 
nongahela  company,  the  United  Coal  Co.,  C.  Jutte 
&  Co.,  and  the  J.  R.  Budd  Coal  Co. 

Coke  Prices  Continue  Firm. 

The  coke  trade  maintains  its  strong  position 
of  a  week  ago.  The  car  situation  in  the  coke 
regions  is  improved  and  the  demand  is  not  relax¬ 
ing.  Production  and  shipments  from  the  Con- 
nellsville-Uniontown  fields  fell  off  slightly  from 
those  of  the  previous  week,  but  not  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  affect  the  market.  Regular  contract 
shipments  consume  probably  seventy-five  per  cent 
of  the  coke  output  of  the  region  and  the  independ¬ 
ent  calls  for  the  product  regulate  the  increase  or 
decrease  in  production  from  week  to  week.  Coke 
producers  are  not  averse  to  a  falling  off  in  de¬ 
mand  periodically,  as  it  gives  them  an  oportunity 
to  blow  out  choked  ovens  and  make  general 
repairs. 

Coke  prices  are  expected  to  witness  an  upheaval 
about  January  first  and  some  surprit  ng  quota¬ 


o.  b.  Chicago.  Run-of-mine  is  easy  on  the  basis 
of  $1.25@1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.00@2.10  f. 
o.  b.  Chicago.  Screenings  are  quoted  at  60@70c 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.35@1.45  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Considerable  Kentucky  coal  continues  to  reach 
the  Chicago  market  and  high  grade  domestic  prod¬ 
uct  is  entering  into  active  competition  with  the 
eastern  coals  usually  sold  in  this  market. 

The  coke  situation  shows  no  important  change. 
Prices  rule  steady  on  Connellsville  seventy-two 
hour  foundry  coke  on  the  basis  of  $3.25@3.50 
f.  o.  b.  the  ovens  or  $5.90@6.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
The  demand  is  not  very  active  at  the  moment  and 
there  is  considerable  coke  on  track  at  Chicago. 


Field. 


tions  are  promised  by  well-informed  shippers. 
Seventy-two  hour  furnace  grade  is  commanding 
good  prices  and  is  in  most  demand.  It  is  stated 
that  not  for  many  years  has  such  a  large  percent¬ 
age  of  ovens  been  devoted  to  burning  the  seventy- 
two  hour  grade ;  many  plants  are  making  this 
coke  exclusively. 

A  record  of  the  Connellsville  and  Uniontown 
operations  for  the  past  week  shows  a  total  of 
33,353  ovens,  with  21,500  in  active  operation.  The 
week’s  production  totals  277,188  tons,  a  decrease 


of  less  than  1,000  tons  under  the  production  of 
last  week.  The  shipments  aggregated  281.287 
tons,  or  11,000  cars,  4,000  cars  going  to  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  district,  6,000  west  of  Pittsburg,  and  1,220 
east  of  Pittsburg.  The  combined  output  of  the 
western  Pennsylvania  coke  regions  for  the  week 
is  estimated  at  349,971  tons. 

Death  of  William  J.  Jones. 

William  I.  Jones,  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  Pittsburg-Buffalo  Co.,  died  on  the  night  of 
November  twenty-ninth  at  Memorial  hospital,  Mo- 
nongahela.  Pa.  His  death  followed  an  operation 
for  appendicitis  which  was  performed  about  two 
weeks  previously.  His  demise  takes  away  one  cf 
the  strongest  figures  in  the  local  coal  trade.  As 
a  leading  spirit  in  the  large  company  in  which 
a  number  of  his  brothers  are  affiliated,  as  a  holder 
of  extensive  business  interests  outside  of  the  coal 
trade,  and  as  a  man,  his  place  in  the  business 
community  of  western  Pennsylvania  was  firmly 
established  and  his  death  comes  as  a  shock  and  a 
heavy  loss. 


Market  and  Trade  Flews  from  the  Pittsburg 
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William  I.  Jones  was  born  in  Greencock  county, 
Pa.,  in  1869.  At  an  early  age  he  took  his  first 
lesson  in  practical  coal  mining  under  the  tuition 
of  his  father,  who  was  an  experienced  miner.  At 
the  age  of  ten  years  he  removed  to  Mansfield,  Pa., 
now  Carnegie,  Pa.,  and  later  to  Monongahela, 
Pa.,  which  was  his  home  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
When  fourteen  years  old  he  was  placed  in  charge 
of  the  haulage  department  in  his  father’s  mines 
at  Monogahela.  He  advanced  so  rapidly  that  in 
the  following  year  was  made  manager  of  trans¬ 
portation  in  the  mines  of  his  father  at  Ivil,  Pa. 
At  this  place  he  also  had  the  management  of 
the  company  stores.  His  experience  and  ability 
increased  as  the  interests  and  properties  of  his 
father  and  brothers  expanded. 

Was  a  Practical  Operator. 

After  the  sale  of  the  Jones  properties  to  the 
Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke 
Lo.,  he  was  made  manager  of*  the  stores  of  that 
company  and  served  in  this  capacity  until  1901, 
when  he  resigned  to  join  his  brothers  in  the  en¬ 
terprise  then  being  formed,  the  present  Pittsburg- 
Buffalo  Co.  His  experience  and  persistent  at¬ 
tention  to  the  details  of  his  duties  won  for  him 
the  responsible  position  of  treasurer  of  the  com¬ 
pany  when  the  several  offices  were  merged  in  the 
early  part  of  1904.  For  some  time  he  also  acted 
as  manager  of  the  many  stores  and  business 
interests  of  the  White  Rock  Supply  Co.,  a  sub¬ 
sidiary  corporation. 

As  treasurer  of  the  Pittsburg-Buffalo  Co.  he 
had  charge  of  the  intricate  financial  affairs  of 
the  corporation,  together  with  the  onerous  duty 
of  keeping  the  records,  plats,  plans  and  deeds, 
a  task  of  the  greatest  magnitude  and  delicacy 
when  it  is  considered  that  the  company  owns  and 
controls  nearly  20,000  acres  of  land  in  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Had  Many  Other  Interests. 

His  business  interests  were  not  confined  to 
the  coal  company;  he  was  also  largely  interested 
in  financial  affairs  and  was  a  director  of  the  First 
National  bank  of  Monongahela,  Pa.,  First  Na¬ 
tional  bank  of  Finleyville,  Pa.,  and  First  National 
bank  of  Wilson,  Pa.  He  took  a  great  interest 
in  Ohio  river  affairs  and  was  foremost  in  the 
councils  of  the  men  who  were  working  for  the 
improvement  of  river  navigation.  On  account  of 
this  he  was  elected  to  the  position  of  treasurer 
of  the  Erie  Ship  Canal  Co.,  which  was  pro¬ 
moted  to  carry  out  a  great  project.  In  private 
life  he  was  again  most  active,  being  a  director 
and  treasurer  of  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Monongahela,  Pa.,  a  director  of  the 
public  schools  of  the  same  city,  and  a  member 
of  the  board  of  education.  He  also  served 
a  number  t>f  terms  as  councilman  in  his  home 


town.  He  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  ex¬ 
clusive  Union  club,  of  Pittsburg. 

The  funeral  was  held  in  St.  Paul’s  Episcopal 
church  at  Monongahela  on  the  afternoon  of 
December  third.  'I'he  services  were  attended 
by  a  large  concourse  of  people,  many  business 
associates  from  Pittsburg  being  present.  The 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  Junior 
Order  United  American  Mechanics  and  the 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  of  Mononga¬ 
hela  attended  in  a  body.  Four  brothers  and 
two  brothers-in-law  acted  as  pall-bearers.  Hono¬ 
rary  pall-bearers  were  chosen  from  the  Mer¬ 
chants  &  Manufacturers  Association  of  Pitts¬ 
burg,  of  which  organization  the  deceased  was  an 
active  member. 

Unique  Law  Suit  Attracts  Attention. 

To  the  coal  shippers  who  have  been  wrest¬ 
ling  daily  with  the  car  shortage  proposition  the 
following  legal  action  brought  in  the  local  courts 
this  week  will  be  of  more  than  passing  interest. 
A  mandamus  has  been  issued  by  Judge  Buffing¬ 
ton  at  the  instance  of  the  Hillsdale  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  against  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  com¬ 
pelling  the  latter  to  furnish  the  applicant  cars, 
in  which  to  ship  coal.  The  coal  company  in 
its  application  asks  that  a  daily  distribution  of 
cars  be  compelled  upon  the  railroad  adjacent  its 
mines  and  that  it  be  given  an  equal  number  of 
cars  with  the  D.  E.  Williams  Co.  adjoining,  and 
also  any  other  mine  on  the  same  branch  of  the 
railroad.  If  there  are  not  enough  cars  to  go 
around  on  the  present  basis  of  available  supply 
a  distribution  pro  rata  is  demanded.  The  legal 
aspect  of  this  case  is  of  the  greatest  importance, 
especially  to  the  smaller  shipper,  who  in  times 
of  a  stringent  car  supply  is  made  the  object  of 
unjust  discrimination. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

Vice-president  W.  R.  Woodford  of  the  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Coal  Co.  has  returned  from  a  short  busi¬ 
ness  trip  out  of  the  city. 

B.  H.  Schewe,  secretary  of  the  Old  Colony 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.  and  the  Moreland  Coke  Co., 
is  back  at  his  desk  after  an  absence  from  the 
city  on  a  business  jaunt. 

The  East  Connellsville  Coke  Co.  is  adding  con- 
,  siderable  new  acreage  to  its  holdings  and  is 
preparing  to  extend  its  coke  plant  in  early 
spring  by  the  addition  of  fifty  new  ovens. 

Harry  P.  Jones,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  spent 
part  of  the  week  in  Pittsburg.  He  was  called 
here  by  the  death  of  his  brother,  William  I.  Jones, 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Pittsburg-Buffalo 
Co. 

’I'he  United  Coal  Co.  succeeded  in  getting  away 
on  the  last  river  barge  stage  which  arrived 


last  Friday  a  total  tow  of  600,000  bushels.  C. 
Jutte  &  Co.  cleared  away  nearly  as  much,  making 
the  largest  shipments  these  river  interests  have 
executed  for  several  months  past. 

Among  the  recent  incorporations  in  this  part 
of  the  state  is  that  of  the  BaxtePs  Ridge  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  which  was  chartered  last  week  with 
a  capital  of  $20,000.  It  is  a  Uniontown  company, 
the  incorporators  all  residing  in  that  city.  The 
company  will  develop  coal  lands  near  Smithfield 
and  is  arranging  to  build  a  coke  plant. 

Mining  Engineer  George  Wood  informs  The 
Black  Diamond  that  the  Washin^on  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  is  undertaking  extensive  improvements 
at  the  plant  at  Star  Junction,  Pa.  They  include 
the  addition  of  300  new  ovens  which  will  make  a 
total  of  1,000  ovens  when  they  are  completed,  the 
largest  individual  coke  plant  in  the  region. 

E.  H.  Fowler,  head  of  the  shipping  depart¬ 
ment  of  Pickands-Magee  Coke  Co.,  whose  head¬ 
quarters  are  in  Uniontown,  Pa.,  was  a  business 
visitor  in  Pittsburg  part  of  this  week.  Mr. 
F'owler,  who  is  one  of  the  best  informed  coke 
rnen  in  the  Connellsville  and  Uniontown  re¬ 
gions,  states  that  the  coke  season  of  1906  shows 
signs  of  being  the  best  year  since  the  beginning 
of  the  industry. 

The  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  sustained  considerable  loss  in  the  river 
floods  ^  the  early  part  of  this  week.  The  pool 
boat.  Twilight,  which  was  about  to  start  with 
a  large  tow  of  coal,  was  broken  from  its  moor¬ 
ings  and  was  unable  to  cope  with  the  rushing 
water.  It  was  carried  over  a  dam  at  Braddock 
and  sank.  A  number  of  barges  filled  with  coal 
were  upset,  placing  the  total  loss  at  $12,000. 

William  H.  Crump,  master  of  transportation  for 
the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Q)ke 
Co.,  is  sojourning  at  Atlantic  City  in  search  of 
a  change  and  rest.  He  has  been  indisposed  for 
some  time  and  recently  a  report  was  put  in  cir¬ 
culation  that  he  had  suffered  a  stroke  of  paral¬ 
ysis.  Mr.  Crump  is  the  son  of  S.  S.  Crump,  of 
Dravosburg,  who  was  one  of  the  largest  river 
operators  in  this  district  before  he  sold  his 
interests  to  the  Monongahela  company. 

In  asking  for  the  establishment  of  river  har¬ 
bor  lines  at  the  plant  of  the  Midland  Steel  Co., 
at  Midland,  Pa.,  about  forty  miles  below  this 
city,  the  officials  of  that  company  have  repre¬ 
sented  to  the  government  engineer  at  a  hearing 
in  Pittsburg  this  week  that  its  coal  tonnage  an¬ 
nually  is  expected  to  reach  from  twenty  to  thirty 
ppr  cent  of  the  combined  tonnage  of  the  upper 
Ohio  river,  or  nearly  1,000,000  tons.  The  Mon¬ 
ongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
has  the  contract  for  furnishing  the  great  bulk 
of  this  tonnage,  having  shipped  during  the  cur¬ 
rent  year  over  100,000  tons. 


Market  Conditions  and  Trade  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Dec.  7. 

It  is  necessary  again  to  record  higher  prices 
for  coal  wholesale.  The  unprecedented  car  short¬ 
age,  together  with  a  healthy  demand,  has  caused 
the  mine  owners  and  selling  agencies  to  ask 
prices  for  their  product  that  no  one  dreamed  of 
four  months  ago.  Two  dollars  and  seventy-five 
cents  a  ton  is  now  the  market  price  for  Poca¬ 
hontas  and  New  River  lump  and  egg  on  board 
cars  at  the  mines.  War  Eagle  three-quarter 
lump  is  quoted  at  $2.10,  three-inch  egg  at  $2.35 
and  run-of-mine  at  $1.35  at  the  mines;  standard 
splint  lump  over  an  inch  and  a  quarter  screen  is 
worth  from  $1.90  a  ton  upward  at  the  mines, 
while  three-inch  and  coarser  lump  is  worth  from 
$2.15  up.  Splint  run-of-mine  is  quoted  at  about 
$1.50  at  the  mines.  Nut  and  slack  is  worth  from 
sixty  cents  upward  for  the  ordinary  grades, 
while  fancy  grades  are  bringing  ninety  cents  at 
the  mines. 

There  is  no  change  of  any  importance  at  the 
mines.  The  car  supply  on  the  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  railroad  is  no  better  than  it  has  been,  which 
is  the  worst  ever  experienced  in  the  coal  trade 
of  the  Kanawha  and  New  River  district.  The 
Norfolk  &  Western  has  been  giving  the  mines  a 
little  better  supply  for  a  week  or  more,  and  the 


few  shippers  on  the  line  of  the  Cincinnati  South¬ 
ern  state  that  they  are  being  treated  fairly  well. 
The  Louisville  &  Nashville  has  again  put  into 
operation  its  noxious  order  to  the  effect  that  it 
will  not  let  its  cars  go  farther  than  the  switching 
limits  of  Cincinnati,  and  this  cuts  those  shippers 
out  of  reaching  all  the  many  coal  consuming 
points  along  the  Miami  valley  which  were 
formerly  available  under  the  one  hundred  mile 
limit.  The  order  is  made  to  protect  the  road’s 
local  business  yhich  it  has  always  guarded  jeal¬ 
ously.  The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  is  giving 
about  the  same  service  it  has  all  fall. 

Heavy  Receipts  of  River  Coal. 

As  noted  exclusively  in  The  Black  Diamond 
last  week,  another  immense  run  of  coal  has  been 
made  from  both  the  Pittsburg  and  the  Kanawha 
districts,  but,  as  noted  elsewhere,  the  receipts  of 
coal  will  not  affect  this  market  perceptibly  either 
in  price  or  otherwise. 

The  extremely  cold  weather  the  past  few  days 
has  greatly  stimulated  the  retail  demand,  and 
the  new  prices  for  splint  coal  put  into  effect  are 
likely  to  stand  for  some  time.  Pittsburg,  Kan¬ 
awha,  Thacker,  Fairmont  lump  and  such  grades 
sell  for  $3.50  a  ton;  Pocahontas  and  New  River 
lump  and  egg  $4.50,  and  anthracite  $7.50.  Steam 


coal  ranges  from  $1.75  a  ton  for  the  cheapest  nut 
and  slack  to  $3.00  a  ton  for  smokeless  run-of- 
mine. 

Coke  continues  about  the  scarcest  article  in 
the  country.  It  is  practically  impossible  to  get 
any  “free”  coke,  and  when  a  little  is  obtained, 
almost  any  price  can  be  secured  for  it.  Orders 
are  being  'taken  for  coke  on  a  basis  of  $4.00  a 
ton  and  more  at  the  ovens,  but  it  may  take  many 
weeks  to  get  cars  in  which  to  load  it,  and  after  it 
is  loaded  it  frequently  takes  many  weeks  for  it 
to  reach  destination. 

Prosecutor  After  Retail  Coal  Men. 

“I  shall  go  after  the  coal  men  and  investigate 
the  alleged  combine  of  the  coal  interests  of  this 
city.  I  have  decided  upon  this  point,  and  will 
make  a  most  thorough  investigation.”  This  state¬ 
ment  was  made  a  few  days  ago  by  County  Prose¬ 
cutor  Hiram  Rulison  when  asked  as  to  what  ac¬ 
tion  he  would  take  in  regard  to  the  recent  ad¬ 
vance  in  the  price  of  coal.  Mr.  Rulison  is  quoted 
as  saying  that  he  will  summon  every  coal  dealer 
in  the  city  to  appear  before  the  grand  jury  to 
give  evidence,  and  that  he  feels  certain  that  he 
will  be  able  to  obtain  some  very  important  facts 
to  show  that  a  coal  combine  exists  and  that  he 
will  break  it  up.  Mr.  Rulison  may  be  sincere. 
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but  he  is  evidently  on  a  false  scent.  He  appar¬ 
ently  has  obtained  all  his  information  from  a 
one-cent  daily  paper  which  delights  in  sensa¬ 
tions.  Mr.  Rulison  will  not  find  a  coal  combine, 
and  he  will  be  able  to  convict  no  one.  He  may 
be  able  to  give  the  coal  men  considerable  trouble 
and  inconvenience,  however. 

Stock  in  the  River  No  Larger. 

From  information  received  on  ’change  a  pecu¬ 
liar  state  of  affairs  exists  in  the  local  river  coal 
market.  On  account  of  the  stage  of  the  river 
permitting  coal  shipments  to  be  made  through  to 
New  Orleans,  there  will  probably  be  less  coal 
afloat  in  the  Cincinnati  harbor  after  the  present 
immense  coal  run  from  Pittsburg  than  there  was 
before.  This  is  accounted  for  by  the  coal  men 
as  follows :  A  large  proportion  of  the  coal  afloat 
in  the  local  harbor  before  the  present  rise  came 
was  loaded  and  intended  for  the  New  Orleans 
market,  and  consisted  largely  of  “run-of-mine” 
coal,  a  grade  that  is  not  generally  used  in  the 
Cincinnati  trade.  When  the  coal  came  there  was 
not  enough  water  to  take  it  through  and  it  was 
simply  harbored  here  to  wait  for  a  satisfactory 
stage  of  water,  or  if  that  did  not  materialize,  to 
wait  until  the  demand  for  coal  at  this  point 
would  require  its  consumption.  The  present  rise 
in  the  river  permits  coal  men  to  take  not  only 
this  coal  south,  but  also  a  large  proportion  of 
that  coming  down  in  the  present  run  from  head¬ 
waters.  As  it  is  the  policy  to  hold  afloat  as  little 
coal  as  possible  in  this  market  during  the  winter 
months,  while  there  is  danger  from  ice,  it  is 
probable,  they  say,  that  there  will  be  less  coal 
afloat  after  this  run  than  before  it.  The  present 
receipts  have  not  affected  wholesale  prices. 

Natural  Gas  for  Cincinnati. 

It  is  now  practically  assured  that  Cincinnati 
will  have  natural  gas  at  thirty  cents  a  thousand 
feet  in  the  near  future.  Since  the  Ohio  Fuel 
Supply  Co.  secured  a  franchise  to  enter  Nor¬ 
wood,  a  Cincinnati  suburb,  the  Cincinnati  Gas 
&  Electric  Co.  has  made  formal  application  to 
change  its  charter  so  that  it  can  deal  in  natural 
gas  and  gas  properties,  and  it  is  believed  it  has 
applied  for  a  franchise  to  supply  Cincinnati  with 
natural  gas,  under  the  name  of  the  Cheshire  Oil 
&  Gas  Co.  Many  of  the  citizens  hail  the  advent 
of  natural  gas  with  enthusiasm  and  delight,  as 
they  think  they  see  the  end  of  smoke  and  soot, 
but  the  coal  men  are  losing  no  sleep  over  the 
situation.  It  is  a  matter  of  history  that  at  every 
place  where  natural  gas  has  ever  been  used,  in 
a  large  way,  the  coal  business  has  been  greatly 
augmented.  The  impetus  given  to  manufacturing 
in  western  Pennsylvania  a  number  of  years  ago 
by  the  extensive  use  of  gas  made  that  region 
the  greatest  coal  burning  territory,  considering 
its  area,  in  the  world. 

PERSONAL  AND  GENERAL  NOTES. 

R.  A.  Jaynes,  manager  of  the  Darby  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  is  on  the  sick  list. 

O.  P.  Curran  Jr.,  president  of  the  Curran  Coal 
Co.,  has  just  been  to  Cleveland  on  a  business 
trip. 

R.  H.  Bartlitt,  secretary  of  the  Darby  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  is  spending  the  week  at  the  company’s 
mines. 

W.  C.  Huber,  Chicago  manager  of  the  Davis 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  spent  part  of  the  week  in  Cin¬ 
cinnati. 

William  Burlingham,  western  manager  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  Co.,  returned  home  from 
Chicago  Monday. 

C.  E.  Hall,  president  of  the  Wallsend  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  Wallsend,  Ky.,  was  here  on  business 
early  in  the  week. 

The  towboat  Twilight,  which  was  sunk  this 
week  at  Pittsburg,  was  formerly  a  harbor  tow¬ 
boat  at  Cincinnati. 

R.  H.  Lyman,  manager  of  the  Island  Creek 
Coal  Sales  Co.,  was  called  to  Philadelphia  Mon¬ 
day  by  the  death  of  a  relative. 

J.  O.  McCloskey,  manager  of  the  coal  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Stearns  company,  is  back  after 
spending  two  weeks  in  the  south. 

Albert  Wessling,  aged  twenty-two,  son  of  Ben 
Wessling,  a  Covington  (Ky.)  coal  dealer,  was 


shot  and  instantly  killed  by  a  companion  while 
out  hunting  Saturday.  The  shooting  was  acci¬ 
dental. 

J.  E.  Davis,  president  of  the  Island  Creek  Coal 
Sales  Co.,  spent  part  of  the  week  here.  Mr. 
Davis’  headquarters  are  in  New  York. 

George  Turner,  aged  forty-five,  an  employe  of 
the  Hinsch  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  was  accidentally 
killed  at  the  company’s  elevator  last  'I'liursday. 

The  Brown-Hosea  Coal  Co.,  one  of  the  hust¬ 
ling  new  selling  agencies,  reports  having  closed 
up  one  of  the  best  contracts  of  the  season  a  few 
days  ago. 

E.  R.  Johnson,  of  the  E.  R.  Johnson  Coal  Co., 
Detroit,  Mich.,  spent  a  day  or  two  here  the  latter 
part  of  last  week.  Mr.  Johnson  was  the  guest 
of  William  Sweeny,  well  known  in  the  local 
trade. 

W.  H.  Flint,  one  of  the  best-known  independ¬ 
ent  coal  producers  of  Pittsburg,  was  in  Cincin¬ 
nati  the  first  of  the  week  looking  after  his  tow¬ 
boat  W.  H.  Flint,  which  brought  down  a  tow 
of  coal. 

John  B.  Silk,  salesman  for  the  William  A. 
Stone  Coal  Co.,  returned  a  few  days  ago  from 
a  trip  to  Chicago  and  a  number  of  Michigan 
points,  having  closed  up-  some  very  desirable 
business. 

A.  Moore,  president  of  the  War  Eagle  Fuel 
Co.,  was  a  Cincinnati  visitor  last  week,  spending 
Thanksgiving  with  F.  B.  Raines,  the  popular 
manager  of  the  Cincinnati  office  of  the  War 
Eagle  Co. 

William  E.  Smith  and  Sarah  J.  Huff,  stock¬ 
holders  of  the  Wellston  Euel  Co.,  alleging  mis¬ 
management  in  its  affairs,  have  applied  to  the 
United  States  court  to  have  a  receiver  appointed 
for  the  company. 

G.  E.  Forbush,  formerly  with  Jewett,  Bigelow 
&  Brooks,  is  now  with  the  Island  Creek  Coal 
Sales  Co.,  and  is  spending  most  of  his  time  at 
the  mines  along  the  Norfolk  &  Western  railroad 
trying  to  obtain  coal. 

George  W.  Theis,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  spent  several  days  here  during 
the  coal  run,  to  see  that  the  affairs  of  the  com¬ 
pany  were  managed  properly. 

Harry  P.  Jones,  president  of  the  Big  Hill  Coal 
Co.,  and  general  manager  of  the  Wallsend  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  was  called  to  Pittsburg  Friday  by 
the  sudden  death  of  his  brother,  William  I.  Jones, 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Pittsburg-Buffalo 
Co. 

The  W.  E.  Pulse  Lumber  &  Coal  Co.,  of  Mt. 
Oreb,  Ohio,  has  secured  a  large  piece  of  prop¬ 
erty  in  Evanston  (Cincinnati  suburb),  and  will 


Columbus,  Ohio,  Dec.  7. —  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — There  are  indications  in  this  market  that 
the  coal  situation,  in  the  almost  frenzied  demand 
which  has  existed  for  the  past  two  months,  is 
being  relieved.  The  most  important  intelligence 
of  the  moment  is  that  Chicago  dealers  are  can¬ 
celling  orders.  The  recent  movement  of  Hocking 
coal  to  that  city  has  been  the  heaviest  for  years. 
Operators  fortunate  enough  not  to  be  bound  up 
by  contracts  have  reaped  a  harvest  on  premium 
prices,  reaching  in  some  instances  $2.25  at  the 
mine.  This  profitable  trade  has  proved  so  se¬ 
ductive  as  to  cause,  according  to  report,  coal 
from  other  territory  to  be  shipped  into  Chicago 
under  the  guise  of  Hocking.  In  any  event  the 
market  there  appears  to  have  been  flooded,  and 
except  for  a  few  special  grades  all  fancy  prices 
are  off,  for  the  present,  at  least. 

The  circular  quotation  of  $1.75  for  domestic 
lump  is  being  generally  maintained,  with  a  small 
premium  added  for  spot  coal,  in  face  of  the  fact 
that  dealers  are  being  taken  care  of  in  better 
shape  than  for  many  weeks.  The  market  appears 
to  be  settling  down  to  a  normal  condition  and 
no  further  advance  in  price  is  expected  before 
January,  unless  there  should  be  extreme  cold 
weather.  Steam  coal  is  firm  at  $1.50  with  a  very 


remove  to  that  place  as  soon  as  possible.  The 
property  is  located  on  the  tracks  of  the  Norfolk 
&  Western  railroad. 

The  Cincinnati  Chamber  of  Commerce  records 
show  that  the  receipts  of  coal  during  the  month 
of  November,  1905,  were  9,133  cars,  compared 
with  f),153  cars  during  the  same  month  in  1904. 
The  shipments  of  coal  from  the  city  amounted  to 
5,70G  cars  during  November  this  year,  against 
4,499  cars  during  the  same  month  last  year. 

Harry  B.  Neilson,  general  sales  agent  of  the 
Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  is  authority  for  the  state¬ 
ment  that  his  company  received  only  four  and 
one-third  days’  supply  of  cars  during  the  entire 
month  of  N-ovember.  The  Winifrede  Coal  Co. 
was  not  compelled  to  shut  down  the  remainder 
of  the  time,  however,  as  it  has  river  connections, 
and  it  ran  coal  into  barges  when  it  did  not  have 
cars. 

H.  T.  Wilson  of  the  H.  T.  Wilson  Coal  Co., 
Detroit,  Mich.,  spent  a  day  or  two  here  the  first 
of  the  week.  Mr.  Wilson  says  he  has  not  had  a 
traveling  man  out  for  over  two  months — he  has 
so  many  orders  for  coal.  While  on  his  present  trip 
he  also  visited  a  number  of  the  mines  along  the 
Norfolk  &  Western  railroad,  endeavoring  to  hurry 
up  some  of  his  shipping  companies.  Mr.  Wilson 
is  widely  known  in  the  trade  as  a  practical  coal 
man,  having  come  up  from  the  bottom  by  hard 
work.  He  is  quite  popular  wherever  known. 

As  a  result  of  last  weeks  heavy  rains.  Licking 
river,  opposite  Cincinnati,  ran  out  with  a  great 
rush  and  carried  with  it  the  floating  property 
of  the  Licking  Coal  &  Towboat  Co.,  which  in 
turn  broke  loose  several  pump  boats  and  other 
property  owned  by  the  Hatfield  Coal  Co.  and  T.  J. 
Hall.  By  a  piece  of  exceptionally  good  luck,  the 
harbor  towboat  Delta  happened  to  be  in  the  vicin¬ 
ity  of  the  wreckage,  and  landed  the  entire  run¬ 
away  fleet  below  the  city  without  much  damage. 
It  made  an  exciting  incident  while  it  lasted, 
however. 

Clifford  M.  Budd,  formerly  well  known  in  the 
coal  business  here,  but  later  of  the  A.  R.  Budd 
Coal  Co.,  Pittsburg,  is  now  with  the  Western 
Kentucky  Coal  Co.,  with  headquarters  at  Padu¬ 
cah,  Ky.  Mr.  Budd  has  been  promoted  until  he 
now  holds  the  title  of  general  manager  of  sales 
and  transportation.  He  is  spending  a  few  days 
in  Cincinnati  with  friends.  He  reports  that  his 
company  has  just  bought  another  lot  of  sixty- 
five  new  barges  and  has  the  contract  for  another 
steamboat,  which  will  be  built  at  Marietta,  Ohio, 
under  the  supervision  of  J.  M.  Hammett  of 
■  Pittsburg.  _  Mr.  Budd  is  delighted  with  his  pros¬ 
pects.  This  company  is  a  large  one,  and  is  con¬ 
stantly  increasing  its  output.  It  owns  35,000 
acres  of  coal  lands  which  face  on  Tradewater 
river,  where  it  is  mined,  and  then  brought  seven 
miles  by  rail  to  the  Ohio  river  at  Caseyville,  Ky. 


active  demand.  There  is  a  decided  scarcity  of 
coarse  slack.  Steam  contracts  for  next  year  are 
being  renewed  on  the  basis  of  present  prices. 

Car  Shortage  Still  a  Problem. 

Car  shortage  continues  to  be  a  live  problem. 
During  the  closing  days  of  navigation  the  big 
coal  syndicates  having  unfulfilled  contracts  in  the 
northwest  have  been  bringing  strong  pressure  to 
bear  upon  the  railroads.  A  cry  of-  favoritism  has 
been  raised  by  the  independent  operators,  who 
claim  that  the  agreement  regarding  the  allotment 
of  cars  has  been  violated.  The  railways  enter 
denial,  giving  out  in  support  of  the  same,  by 
way  of  illustration,  the  statement  that  on  Mon¬ 
day  of  this  week  the  three  principal  coal  carrying 
roads  from  the  valley  hauled  812  loaded  cars,  of 
which  only  105  were  for  lake  transportation. 
Some  ten  days  ago  the  railroads  issued  a  bulletin 
to  the  effect  that  they  would  allow  fifty  per  cent 
of  their  equipment  for  lake  business.  It  is 
claimed  that  the  northwest  is  still  several  millions 
of  tons  short  on  Hocking  coal,  and  the  all-rail 
shipments  throughout  the  winter  are  e.xpected 
to  be  heavy. 

Local  domestic  coal  consumers  have  asked  the 
county  prosecutor  to  investigate  an  alleged  coal 
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combine  among  all  the  retail  dealers  of  the  city 
in  violation  of  the  anti-monopoly  laws.  A  recent 
advance  of  coal  to  $3.50  from  $3.00  per  ton  has 
caused  much  complaint.  This  was  authorized  hy 
the  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association,  and  is 
claimed  by  them  to  have  been  a  necessity  of  the 
situation,  because  of  high  prices  at  the  mines  and 
short  supplies. 

Personal  Notes  from  Ohio. 

F.  Benton  Chapman,  of  the  Chapman  Coal  Co., 
recently  married  to  a  Kansas  City  lady,  has  sailed 
for  Europe  on  a  three  months’  tour. 

L.  M.  Breedon,  of  the  Northwest  Coal  Co.,  was 
in  Toledo  on  Tuesday,  attending  a  meeting  of 
the  board  of  directors,  of  which  he  is  a  member. 

The  engagement  of  Thomas  Johnson,  of  the 
Johnson  Coal  Co.,  and  Miss  Bancroft,  a  teacher 
in  the  Columbus  public  schools,  has  been  in- 
nounced. 

Harry  Ilolmstcad  and  'J'homas  Huntington,  of 
the  Middle  States  Coal  Co.,  are  at  Hugge,  W. 


Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  Dec.  7. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Shippers  who  pinned  their  faith  to 
the  closing  of  the  lake  trade  for  relief  in  the 
car  scarcity  reckoned  without  their  host.  The 
improvement  from  that  source  will  be  so  slight 
as  to  be  hardlv  worth  consideration.  From  this 
field  to  the  nearest  lake  point  it  is  an  average 
wait  of  ten  days  for  a  car  from  the  time  it  leaves 
the  mine  until  its  return. 

If  the  car  is  sent  to  more  remote  lake  points 
and  into  the  northwest,  as,  for  instance,  Duluth, 
then  the  wait  is  twenty  days  or  just  twice  as 
long.  On  a  shipment  of  ten  cars  covering  the 
shipping  period  the  cars  from  the  nearest  haul 
would  be  returning  only  at  the  rate  of  one  a 
day,  and  one  every  two  days  from  the  more  dis¬ 
tant  hauls.  With  the  trade  in  full  swing  the  re¬ 
turns  would  finally  amount  to  more,  but  at  this 
time  of  the  year,  with  none  going  to  the  lake 
trade,  the  returns  come  back  in  the  proportion 
of  one  a  day  to  the  ten  sent  out  previously. 

The  railroads  are  sending  these  cars  back  as 
fast  as  possible  and  the  bulk  of  the  available 
equipment  in  West  Virginia  at  the  present  writ¬ 
ing  is  being  sent  to  eastern  markets,  whence  the 
demand  is  so  strong  that  it  might  be  called 
fierce. 

Car  supply  on  the  whole  is  improved  materially 
and  doubtless  the  closing  of  navigation  has  helped 
to  this  end.  Prices  are  high,  generally  speaking, 
and  there  is  no  complaint  as  to  demand.  The 
only  complaint  is  on  the  line  of  accommodations, 
and  nothing  better  than  prevailing  conditions  can 
be  reasonably  looked  for  this  winter. 

Coke  Prices  Are  High. 

Coke  from  this  district  is  around  the  $3.00 
mark,  with  a  tendency  to  go  higher,  and  $3.00 
is  considered  a  high  price.  Iron  and  steel  manu¬ 
facturers  are  now  making  their  contracts  for  next 
year  and  they  are  complaining  considerably  at 
the  price,  but  find  they  must  pay  to  get  it. 

Certain  West  Virginia  operators  who  are  alive 
to  all  new  developments,  do  not  take  any  stock 
whatever  in  the  story  that  J.  Pierpont  Morgan 
was  gold-bricked  when  he  bought  the  Cincinnati, 
Hamilton  &  Dayton  railroad.  The  press  has  dis¬ 
played  prominently  a  story  to  the  effect  that  all 
Wall  street  is  laughing  at  the  way  the  shrewd 
financier  failed  to  notice  a  bonded  indebtedness 
of  approximately  $6,700,000  against  the  property 
when  he  bought  it. 

It  may  be  considered  brazen  to  set  up  another 
opinion  contrary  to  the  profound  editorial  oracles 
in  Wall  street,  but  it  will  do  no  harm  to  venture 
the  suggestion  that  Mr.  Morgan  knew  exactly 
what  he  was  doing.  He  paid  a  good  price  for  the 
railroad,  but  here  are  some  facts  in  connection 
which  have  a  certain  relevancy : 

The  principal  owner  of  the  Cincinnati,  Hamil¬ 
ton  &  Dayton  railroad  was  Eugene  Zimmerman. 
Recently  Mr.  Zimmerman  and  a  few  other  capi¬ 
talists,  including  one  of  the  most  prominent  in 
West  Virginia,  became  associated  in  the  purchase 
of  large  coal  tracts  in  eastern  Kentucky,  which 
virtually  border  the  rich  coal  deposits  of  part  of 


Va.,  inspecting  their  big  new  mine  in  the  Poca¬ 
hontas  field. 

The  Newton  Coal  Co.,  a  recent  addition  to 
local  coal  interests,  has  acquired  the  mine  re¬ 
cently  owned  by  the  Monroe  Coal  Co.  It  is 
located  in  Harrison  county  and  has  a  capacity  of 
800  tons  per  day. 

'I'he  recently  purchased  Pine  Run  mine  of  the 
Johnson  Coal  Co.  at  Shawnee,  is  being  equipped 
with  new  machinery,  which  will  increase  the  out¬ 
put  from  500  to  1,000  tons  per  day.  This,  with 
its  other  holdings,  will  make  the  company  one 
of  the  most  important  factors  in  the  Hocking  val¬ 
ley. 

The  latest  enterprise  is  the  Dean  Coal  Co., 
which  has  opened  up  quarters  in  the  Brunson 
building.  S.  F.  L.  Dean,  formerly  of  the  Eagle 
Coal  Co.,  is  secretary  and  general  manager  and 
J.  C.  Richards,  formerly  of  the  Northern  Fuel 
Co.,  auditor.  The  company  controls  the  output 
of  tlie  Chicago  &  Hocking  Co.’s  mine  at  Corning, 
as  well  as  that  of  other  properties. 


southern  West  Virginia  and  Virginia.  The  tract 
held  by  Zimmerman  alone  consists  of  over  350,- 
000  acres,  which  he  bought  when  the  land  was 
low,  at  an  average  of  $15.00  per  acre. 

Early  this  year,  and  again  in  the  summer,  he 
formulated  plans  for  the  extension  of  his  rail¬ 
road  into  this  section  of  Kentucky  in  order  to 
develop  this  rich  field  of  coal,  and  the  plans 
called  for  a  bridge  over  the  Ohio  river  at  Iron- 
ton,  Ohio,  or  near  Huntington,  W.  Va.  About 
all  the  preliminaries  had  b^en  made  to  push  the 
work  of  construction. 

Would  Have  Shut  Out  Competition. 

Now  the  extension  of  this  road  would  have 
developed  a  big  competitor  for  the  coal  tonnage 
hauled  by  the  four  roads  controlled  by  the  Mor- 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Dec.  7. — (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  coal  trade  in  Kansas  City  and 
throughout  Kansas,  Missouri,  Oklahoma  and  the 
Indian  Territory,  is  booming.  The  cold  wave 
which  swept  down  from  Chicago  the  day  before 
Thanksgiving,  still  holds  the  entire  southwest 
in  its  icy  grip.  It  is  real  winter  weather,  too, 
with  the  temperature  close  to  zero  every  day, 
and  so  it  is  that  coal  smoke  is  pouring  from 
every  chimney  between  the  Mississippi  river  and 
the  Rocky  mountains. 

The  Kansas  City  coal  dealers  are  from  one  to 
three  days  behind  in  their  orders,  and  are  deliver¬ 
ing  nights  and  on  Sundays  to  catch  up.  The 
advent  of  the  cold  wave,  which  is  unusually  severe 
as  well  as  premature,  caused  the  usual  frantic 
demand  for  fuel  from  householders  who  had 
neglected  to  fill  their  bins.  The  cold  snap  was 
really  a  godsend  to  the  coal  dealers.  The  No¬ 
vember  trade  had  been  excellent,  but  despite  the 
demand  and  the  scarcity  of  cars,  considerable  coal 
had  accumulated  on  tracks  and  in  storage.  Some 
dealers  were  getting  overloaded  with  coal,  but 
the  blizzard  quickly  relieved  the  market  and  stif- 
fmied  prices.  The  surplus  stock  has  now  prac¬ 
tically  been  exhausted. 

A  month  ago  when  there  was  a  cold  wave  the 
coal  business  came  near  being  disorganized  for  a 
few  days  and  dealers  began  to  think  they  never 
would  catch  up  with  their  orders.  But  they 
“caught  up,”  then  they  filled  their  bins  and  left 
loaded  cars  standing  on  the  switches  until  the  rail¬ 
roads  complained — had  piled  up  penalty  charges 
on  them.  Since  the  cold  wave  arrived  there  has 
been  a  rush  of  buyers,  and  teams  have  worked 
late  at  night  making  deliveries. 

On  a  cold  day  8,000  tons  of  coal  are  burned 
to  keep  Kansas  City  people  warm.  This  applies 
only  to  coal  used  for  heating  purposes.  None  of 
the  coal_  used  to  generate  steam  for  any  other 
purpose  is  included  in  the  estimate.  It  takes  twice 
that  much  to  do  all  the  work  that  coal  has  to  do 


gan  crowd— namely,  the  Pennsylvania,  Baltimore 
&  Ohio,  Chesapeake  &  Ohio,  and  Norfolk  & 
Western,  and  to  restrict  the  coal  output  by  shut¬ 
ting  out  the  newcomer  in  a  virgin  and  contiguous 
territory  would  be  worth  something  to  these  in¬ 
terests.  They  could  afford  to  pay  a  fancy  price 
for  the  road  to  prevent  its  extension  and  Mr. 
Zimmerman  can  afford  to  let  his  350,000  coal  tract 
lie  idle  and  increase  in  value  in  consideration  of 
the  big  price  he  got  for  his  railroad. 

That  is  the  logical  theory  advanced  here  in 
West  Virginia  for  the  alleged  Morgan  gold  brick. 
Within  sight  of  the  eastern  Kentucky  undevel¬ 
oped  region  and  with  the  four  Morgan  roads 
operating  in  this  state,  it  is  granted  that  there  is 
room  for  these  observations  and  deductions.  And 
this  theory  comes  from  an  authentic  source. 

A  record  tonnage  for  one  mine  was  made  a 
few  days  ago  at  the  Pocahontas  operation  of  the 
Pocahontas  Collieries  Co.,  when  5,210  tons  of  coal 
were  loaded.  It  was  at  the  West  mine,  the  largest 
of  five  controlled  by  the  company,  but  two  of  the 
mines  are  idle  at  present.  The  management  ex¬ 
pects  to  have  an  output  of  6,0C0  tons  for  one  day 
at  its  record  mine  shortly. 

Mine  and  land  sales  are  active  in  the  closing 
days  of  the  year.  The  Maher  Coal  &  Coke  Gi., 
at  Bluefield,  has  been  bought  by  H.  M.  Jewett 
and  J.  W.  Bigelow,  and  land  deals  in  Barbour 
county,  in  the  Tygarts  valley  region,  are  re¬ 
ported  in  addition  to  those  mentioned  last  week. 
While  some  development  may  be  immediately 
started  in  that  territory,  the  consensus  of  opin¬ 
ion  is  that  the  purchases  are  speculative  princi¬ 
pally. 

The  last  spike  has  been  driven  in  the  Coal  & 
Coke  railroad  and  there  are  now  through  connec¬ 
tions  between  Charleston  and  Elkins.  This  road 
has  just  received  a  consignment  of  new  coal  cars 
and  it  will  soon  take  its  place  as  an  important 
coal  carrier. 

In  the  New  River  and  Pocahontas  regions 
considerable  interest  is  manifested  in  the  out¬ 
come  of  the  Greenbrier  company’s  mandamus  pro¬ 
ceedings  to  compel  the  Norfolk  &  Western  to 
furnish  it  a  certain  pro  rata  of  cars.  The  case 
was  up  some  time  ago  in  another  form  before 
Judge  Keller,  in  this  state,  but  is  now  before 
Judge  Goff,  at  Richmond,  Va. 


in  the  entire  cit}',  not  including  what  is  burned 
by  the  railroads.  There  are  not  many  lines 
of  business  where  there  is  more  variation  than  the 
coal  trade.  A  business  where  on  Monday  2,000 
wagon  loads  are  hauled  and  on  Wednesday  5,000 
loads  is  not  very  uniform,  and  the  wise  house¬ 
holder  does  not  take  chances  waiting  for  cold 
weather  before  ordering  his  fuel. 

Stock  of  Coal  in  City. 

W.  C.  Duvall,  secretary  of  the  Correct  Weights 
Association  of  Kansas  City,  estimated  last  week 
that  there  was  enough  coal  in  Kansas  City  for 
ten  days  of  cold  weather.  Some  of  the  dealers 
who  have  been  delivering  coal  free,  have  agreed 
hereafter  to  charge  consumers  for  carrying  coal 
where  it  can  not  be  unloaded  directly  from  wagons 
into  the  bins. 

A  coal  weighing  case  with  an  unusual  feature 
came  to  the  attention  of  the  city  last  week. 
Thomas  Sweeney,  of  1224  Tracy  avenue,  pur¬ 
chased  coal  from  the  Leonard  Coal  Co.,  which 
weighed  5,000  pounds  net,  according  to  the  com¬ 
pany’s  weights.  Mr.  Sweeney  had  the  coal 
weighed  on  city  scales  No.  2,  at  Twentieth  and 
Walnut  streets,  which  registered  a  weight  of 
5,140  pounds.  Air.  Sweeney  paid  according  to  the 
company’s  weight.  The  city  decided  to  have  the 
city  scales  tested. 

i'he  district  officials  of  the  three  southwestern 
districts  of  the  United  Mine  Workers,  forming 
the  interstate  movement  in  the  southwest,  met  in 
Pittsburg,  Kas.,  last  week.  The  object  of  the 
conference  was  to  outline  a  plan  of  action  to  be 
pursued  in  the  approaching  conference  with  the 
operators.  The  miners  declined  to  make  public 
the  result  of  the  conference. 

The  cases  of  the  government  against  the  Santa 
Fe  and  other  railroads,  charging  that  they  had 
paid  rebates  to  shippers  on  coal,  grain  and  pack¬ 
ing  house  products,  were  thrown  out  of  court  on 
Monday  of  this  week  by  Judge  J.  F.  Phillips  of 
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the  United  States  circuit  court  in  Kansas  City. 
The  motions  to  quash  the  informations  filed  some 
time  ago,  were  sustained.  The  court  said  it  had 
no  jurisdiction.  The  noted  case  of  the  Colorado 
Fuel  &  Iron  Co.,  in  which  Paul  Morton,  then  a 
vice-president  of  the  Santa  Fe  railroad  and  later 
secretary  of  the  navy,  was  concerned,  was  one  of 
those  thrown  out  of  court.  In  effect  the  decision 
said  that  up  to  the  passage  of  the  Elkins  law 
in  February,  1903,  a  proceeding  such  as  this  could 
not  have  been  maintained  in  court.  This  pro¬ 
ceeding  was  brought  in  March,  1902.  In  other 
words,  the  rebate  suits  were  brought  too  soon 
and  in  the  wrong  court. 

Railroads  Victor  in  Rebate  Case. 

The  decision  disposes  of  the  charges  against 
five  railroads:  the  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe, 
the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy,  the  Chicago  & 
Alton,  the  Missouri  Pacific  and  the  Chicago,  Mil¬ 
waukee  &  St.  Paul. 

The  suits  affected  by  the  decision  grew  out  of  a 
restraining  order  issued  in  March,  1902,  based  on 
alleged  violations  of  the  interstate  commerce  law 
in  giving  rebates  to  shippers  of  coal,  grain  and 
packing  house  products.  About  one  year  ago 
complaints  against  the  five  railroads  mentioned 
were  filed  by  M.  D.  Purdy,  assistant  attorney 
general  of  the  United  States,  declaring  that  the 
restraining  order  was  being  violated  and  asking 
that  the  railroads  be  cited  for  contempt.  The 
specific  instances  named  were  rebates  said  to  have 
been  paid  to  the  Hutchinson  (Kas.)  Salt  Co.  by 
the  Santa  Fe  railway  and  to  the  Colorado  Fuel 
&  Iron  Co.,  of  Colorado,  by  the  Santa  Fe,  the 
Misrouri  Pacific,  Burlington,  Chicago  &  Alton 
and  the  Milwaukee  roads. 

Judge  Phillips,  in  the  course  of  a  lengthy  de¬ 
cision,  scores  the  shipper  in  the  following  lan- 
gauge : 

“Instead  of  the  government  invoking  all  the 
prohibitory  and  penalizing  provisions  of  the  stat¬ 
utes  against  the  real  offender,  the  shipper,  in  such 
transaction  by  directly  proceeding  against  him  in 
the  United  States  circuit  court  of  Kansas  where 
the  offense  was  committed,  it  resorts  to  a  prose¬ 
cution  for  contempt  under  an  order  three  and  one- 
half  years  old  made  in  the  jurisdiction,  predicated 
of  an  entirely  distinct  subject  matter  of  traffic 
and  asks  that  the  interstate  railroad  company 
alone  be  punished.  And  this  court  in  this  ex 
parte  proceeding  against  the  railroad  company 
is  asked  to  enter  into  an  investigation  of  the 
character  of  the  railroad  at  Hutchinson  as  to  who 
are  its  stockholders  and  operators  and  the  exact 
relations  between  it  and  the  Hutchinson  (Kas.) 
Salt  Co.,  and  how  the  contract  for  through  traffic 
rates  between  the  parties  was  brought  about. 

“When  the  government  shall  pursue  and  punish 
such  shippers,  if  guilty,  it  will  strike  at  the  very 
root  of  the  rebate  evil.  And  as  I  doubt  not  the 
railroad  companies  would  profit  by  the  result  they 
can  best  bring  about  the  desired  consummation 
by  opening  instead  of  closing  the  mouths  of  the 
men  under  their  control  when  the  evidence  is 
sought.” 

After  disposing  of  the  cases  touching  the  Colo¬ 
rado  Fuel  &  Iron  Co.,  which  were  similar  to  the 
salt  cases.  Judge  Phillips  said: 

“This  instance  has  attracted  considerable  public 
attention  because  of  the  sensational  association  of 
the  names  of  Mr.  Ripley  and  Mr.  Paul  Morton, 
then  president  and  vice-president  of  the  Santa 
Fe,  with  the  transaction.  The  record  in  the  case,- 
however,  consisting  of  pleadings  and  exhibits  of 
evidence  taken  before  the  interstate  commerce 
commission,  fails  to  furnish  any  foundation  for 
imputing  to  these  gentlemen  any  personal  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  the  alleged  violation  of  the  inter¬ 
state  commerce  law.  Such  matters,  however,  are 
extraneous. 

“However  reprehensible  the  conduct  of  the  de¬ 
fendant  railroad  company,  if  it  be  as  alleged  in 
these  transactions  may  have  been,  or  however 
much  disposed  this  court  be  to  compel  obedience 
to  its  lawful  mandates,  it  is  persuaded  that  it  is 
without  authority  in  this  proceeding  to  draw  to 
it  the  questions  involved  rightfully  belonging  to 
the  United  States  circuit  court  for  Kansas  and 
Colorado.  It  results  that  that  the  motions  to 
quash  the  informations  are  surtained.” 

Notes  from  the  Southwest. 

About  400  convicts  are  now  being  worked  in  the 
prison  coal  mine  at  Lansing,  Kas.  “We  are  get¬ 
ting  out  a  lot  of  coal  now,”  said  Warden  Haskell 
last  week.  “The  state  institutions  require  almost 


a  trainload  of  coal  a  day  in  winter  and  we  have 
to  put  all  the  strapping  big  fellows  down  in  the 
mine.” 

Coal  dealers  in  Oklahoma  are  protesting  against 
an  increase  in  freight  rates  on  slack  on  the  Rock 
Island  railroad.  There  is  a  shortage  of  coal  in 
Oklahoma. 

Two  veins  of  coal  were  found  while  pros¬ 
pecting  for  coal  and  gas  within  two  miles  of 
Topeka,  Kas.  A  vein  fourteen  inches  thick  was 
found  at  a  depth  of  twenty  feet  and  one  sixteen 
inches  at  125  feet. 

E.  J.  Bailey,  a  miner,  who  shot  and  killed  Jay 
Lawder,  a  coal  operator  at  Mexico,  Mo.,  last  week, 
is  in  jail  awaiting  trial.  Mrs.  Bailey  has  been 
arrested  also.  Bailey  says  he  killed  Lawder  be¬ 
cause  he  had  been  too  attentive  to  Mrs.  Bailey. 


C.  F.  Spencer,  president,  and  Chris.  Newlands, 
general  superintendent  of  the  Columbus  Coal  Co., 
who  at  present  operate  coal  mines  at  Stippville, 
have  secured  leases  on  about  500  acres  of  coal 
land  just  south  of  Mulberry,  Kas.,  and  will  com¬ 
mence  operations  there.  Messrs.  Spencer  and 
Newlands  secure  the  right  to  operate  the  coal 
under  the  land  in  consideration  of  a  royalty  of 
seven  cents  per  ton,  the  minimum  royalty  to  be 
$1,500  per  year. 

For  the  last  week,  the  miners  of  district  four¬ 
teen  have  been  voting  for  a  president  and  other 
officers.  The  vote  had  not  been  canvassed  on 
Monday  of  this  week,  but  the  indications  were 
that  Alex.  Howatt  had  been  electcfl  by  a  small 
majority.  The  other  officers  elected  probably  were 
Robert  Gilmour,  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  John 
Iloyne,  statistician. 


Market  and  Conditions  in  Indiana. 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Dec.  7. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — ^The  prolonged  .scarcity  of  cars  and 
the  unusual  demand  for  coal  from  practically 
every  line  of  industry  has  created  a  situation  in 
Indiana  far  exceeding  the  anticipations  of  the 
operators  and  dealers.  Prices  are  much  higher 
than  anyone  expected  them  to  be  and  they  continue 
to  climb  the  ladder  at  a  pace  that  is  pleasing  to 
the  men  who  have  the  “goods”  at  their  disposal. 

The  result  is  that  there  is  no  fixed  price  at  the 
mines.  The  operators  are  getting  all  they  can 
for  “free”  coal,  which  is  saying  a  good  deal,  for 
in  many  cases  they  are  obtaining  very  fancy  fig¬ 
ures.  Yet  the  class  of  buyers  willing  to  pay  the 
high  prices  is  not  in  a  position  to  complain  or 
make  trouble,  as  these  consumers  must  have  fuel 
.without  delay.  The  law  of  supply  and  demand  is 
cutting  a  wide  swath.  The  people  who  are  out 
of  coal  are  willing  to  pay  a  premium  for  spot 
product  that  can  be  delivered  immediately.  As 
one  prominent  operator  put  it  today,  the  consumer 
is  making  the  prices  himself. 

The  competition  for  fuel  from  representatives 
of  industries  that  are  on  the  verge  of  a  coal  fam¬ 
ine  has  reached  the  point  where  they  are  bidding 
against  each  other  at  the  mines.  The  car  supply 
is  still  inadequate  to  operate  the  mines  more  than 
three  or  four  days  a  week.  Operators  who  have 
carefully  investigated  say  that  even  if  there  was 
an  adequate  supply  of  cars  the  railroad  com¬ 
panies  could  not  greatly  relieve  the  situation,  as 
they  have  not  the  locomotives  to  move  the  coal. 
Even  if  they  had  more  engines  they  would  still 
be  handicapped  by  not  having  double  tracks.  The 
single  tracked  roads  are  already  congested  with 
the  movement  of  the  immense  grain  crop  and  the 
holiday  freightage  in  the  ordinary  lines  of  mer¬ 
chandise  is  heavier  than  ever  before,  so  the  coal 
operator  does  not  stand  a  very  good  show.  How¬ 
ever,  some  relief  is  expected  soon  owing  to  the 
closing  of  navigation  on  the  great  lakes,  as  it  is 
expected  that  thousands  of  cars  used  in  delivering 
coal  to  the  various  ports  will  be  diverted  to  the 
Indiana  fields.  The  situation  is  really  very  serious 
in  Indiana.  Several  large  industries  have  been 
compelled  to  close  down  during  the  last  few  days 
owing  to  failure  to  secure  coal.  The  situation  is 
not  as  bad  as  it  may  become  as  transportation  has 
not  been  interrupted  as  yet  by  sleet  or  snow. 

Range  of  Wholesale  Prices. 

The  operators  are  obtaining  the  following  prices 
at  the  mines  :  Four-inch  lump,  $2.00@2.25  ;  Brazil 
block,  $2.25@2.50 ;  Minshall  lump,  $2.50 ;  steam 
lump,  $2.00 ;  mine-run,  $1.75 ;  nut,  $2.00 ;  coarse 
screenings,  $1.00. 

There  has  not  been  a  day  since  November  first 
when  any  of  the  large  dealers  could  lay  in  a  sur¬ 
plus,  owing  to  the  car  shortage  and  the  large 
demand  by  manufacturers.  Many  have  been  run¬ 
ning  with  about  one  day’s  supply  ahead.  There 
has  been  no  opportunity  to  pile  up  tonnage  for 
the  future.  The  railroads  have  been  going  ahead 
with  a  “from  hand-to-mouth”  supply  and  the 
manufacturers  are  in  the  same  boat. 

Conditions  in  the  local  retail  market  are  dis¬ 
couraging  as  well  as  encouraging  to  the  dealers. 
There  was  an  advance  of  twenty-five  cents  a  ton 


on  all  grades  this  week.  A  few  of  the  eastern 
coals  were  advanced  fifty  cents.  The  demand  is 
very  heavy,  as  comparatively  few  consumers  laid 
in  a  large  supply  last  summer.  Most  of  the  deal¬ 
ers  have  disposed  of  all  the  coal  they  laid  in  at 
summer  and  early  fall  prices  and  have  been 
compelled  to  advance  the  schedule  because  they 
have  to  pay  more  at  the  mines.  It  is  predicted 
now  that  the  prices  will  soon  be  higher  here  than 
they  have  been  for  three  years.  The  following 
are  the  latest  quotations  on  the  local  retail  mar¬ 
ket:  Anthracite  (all  sizes),  $8.00;  Pocahontas, 
mine-run,  $5.00;  Pocahontas,  nut  and  slack,  $4.00; 
Gold  tint,  lump,  $5.00;  Kanawha,  lump,  $4.75; 
Pittsburg,  lump,  $4.75;  Winifred,  lump,  $4.75; 
Hocking_  valley,  lump,  $4.50;  Falling  Rock  canncl, 
$0.25;  Linton,  No.  4,  lump,  $4.00;  Linton,  No.  4, 
egg,  $3.50;  Brazil  block,  $4.50;  Kanawha  and 
Jackson  slack,  $3.00;  Indiana  slack,  $2.50;  lump 
coke,  11  cents  a  bushel ;  crushed  coke,  12  cents  a 
bushel. 

Condition  of  Mitchell  Critical. 

The  joint  conferences  of  the  wage  scale  com¬ 
mittee  will  be  held  again  at  the  Claypool  hotel, 
which  is  the  headquarters  for  the  operators.  F.  S. 
Brooks,  secretary  of  the  Ohio  Operators’  Associa¬ 
tion,  and  C.  L.  Scroggs,  secretary  of  the  Illinois 
Operators’  Association,  have  written  to  the  hotel 
rnanagement  reserving  rooms  for  their  delega¬ 
tions.  Both  officials  state  that  the  attendance  will 
be  larger  than  two  }'ears  ago.  J.  Smith  Talley 
and  many  other  Indiana  operators  are  also  re¬ 
serving  headquarters.  Up  to  this  time  the  usual 
reservations  have  not  been  made  by  Francis  L. 
Robbins  and  other  Pennsylvania  operators. 

The  physical  condition  of  President  John  Mitch¬ 
ell  is  very  alarming  to  his  associates  at  the  na¬ 
tional  headquarters  of  the  mine  workers  here. 
They  understood  at  first  that  he  was  compelled 
to  leave  the  train  at  Dayton,  en  route  to  Indianap¬ 
olis  from  Pittsburg,  on  account  of  an  acute  attack 
of  stomach  trouble,  but  it  develops  that  his  heart 
is  also  acting  badly.  In  fact,  it  is  suspected  that 
the  long  strain  he  has  undergone  organizing  the 
anthracite  miners  has  sapped  his  vitality  until  he 
is  nearer  the  point  of  a  physical  breakdown  than 
he  has  ever  been.  He  will  try  to  leave  here  the 
latter  part  of  the  week  for  New  York  to  attend 
a  meeting  of  the  civic  federation  and  hopes  to  be 
able  to  preside  over  the  anthracite  convention  at 
Shamokin,  Pa.,  December  fourteenth. 

The  national  executive  board  of  the  mine  work¬ 
ers  closed  a  meeting  here  Tuesda3%  but  contrary 
to  report  it  paid  no  attention  to  formulating  a 
wage  scale.  That  feature  will  be  left  to  the  con¬ 
vention.  As  usual,  the  board  members  were  reti¬ 
cent  in  expressing  their  opinions,  but  it  was  evi¬ 
dent  from  what  they  .said  that  they  are  in  favor  of 
asking  for  an  advance  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  per 
cent  at  the  coming  wage  conference  and  that  they 
will  advocate  a  strike  if  the  operators  try  to  force 
them  to  accept  another  cut  in  wages.  A  number 
of  them  said  that  a  cut  will  certainly  precipitate 
a  great  strike  in  the  bituminous  fields.  Reports 
presented  during  the  board  meeting  showed  that 
the  organization  is  stronger  than  it  has  ever  been. 
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The  old  lie  that  the  anthracite  operators  are  storing  large  quantities  of 
coal  in  anticipation  of  a  strike  next  spring  still  continues  to  go  the  rounds 
in  various  newspapers.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  at  the  present  time,  due  to 
the  heavy  demand  for  coal,  they  are  drawing  upon  their  storage  stocks  to 
supply  the  demands  of  the  trade.  Probably  the  truth  is  that  there  is  less 
anthracite  in  storage  in  the  hands  of  the  operating  companies  than  at  any 
time  at  this  period  of  the  year  for  several  seasons  past. 

The  President’s  Message. 

The  message  of  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  to  Congress  this  week 
will  be  of  great  interest  to  every  one  identified  with  the  coal  industry,  on 
account  of  the  policy  outlined  with  reference  to  the  regulation  of  freight 
rates.  This  was  the  most  important  topic  touched  upon  by  Mr.  Roosevelt, 
and  is  likely  to  be  the  basis  for  the  larger  part  of  the  work  accomplished 
at  this  session  of  Congress. 

The  policy  outlined  with  reference  to  the  rate  regulation  is  in  more 
concrete  form  than  any  of  the  previous  statements  made  by  Mr.  Roosevelt 
on  this  subject.  It  places  him  on  record  against  paternalism  and  socialism, 
but  in  favor  of  doing  away  with  rebates,  discrimination  and  some  of  the 
evils  connected  with  transportation  at  present.  It  is  proposed  that  some 


governmental  body,  presumably  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  shall 
be  clothed  with  such  power  that  it  may  penalize  railroads  to  the  extent  that 
if  they  show  preference  in  rates,  the  preferential  rate  so  named  shall,  upon 
sufficient  proof,  be  made  the  publi  bed  rate  applying  to  all  shipments.  It 
also  proposes  the  government  control  of  private  car  lines,  and  the  restora¬ 
tion  to  the  fcfleral  government  of  many  of  the  functions  now  performed  by 
the  railroad  commissions  in  various  states. 

Conscientious  railroad  men  can  not  oppose  this  policy  very  vigorously. 
If  they  are  conscientious  they  will  not  grant  rebates,  lienee  they  will  not 
have  to  be  penalized.  Inasmuch  as  it  is  difficult  to  prove  discrimination  and 
rebates,  it  will  be  almost  impossible  to  penalize  the  railroads  except  when 
they  flagrantly  violate  the  law.  It  naturally  follows  that  the  intervention  of 
the  government  in  rate  regulation  under  this  plan  would  be  minimized. 

The  President’s  statements,  definitely  defined  as  they  are  in  his  message, 
will  serve  to  clear  up  much  of  the  agitation  that  has  been  going  on  pertain¬ 
ing  to  this  matter.  Some  of  the  railroads  have  represented  that  Mr.  Roose¬ 
velt  planned  to  organize  a  national  commission  which  would  formulate 
rates  based  on  a  charge  of  so  much  a  ton  per  mile,  eliminating  the  long 
haul  rate,  and  placing  all  carrying  charges  on  the  basis  of  the  short  haul. 
It  is  evident  he  has  no  such  intention.  In  all  probability  the  conservative 
policy  outlined  by  Mr.  Roosevelt  will  never  be  realized,  even  though  there 
are  no  important  objections  to  it.  We  have  an  ultra-conservative  senate, 
which  will  repress  any  legislation  of  a  radical  character.  Owing  to  these 
circumstances  it  is  fair  to  assume  then,  that  rate  regulation  which  has  been 
made  a  bugaboo  to  frighten  shippers  with,  will  be  confined  to  legitimate 
channels. 

The  Jtnthracite  Labor  Outlook. 

Recently  The  Black  Diamond  publish'ed  the  call  for  the  miners’  con¬ 
vention  to  be  held  at  Shamokin,  Pa.,  commencing  December  fourteenth.  This 
call  is  of  interest  to  the  coal  trade  of  the  country  because  it  states  specifically 
that  the  purpose  of  the  meeting  is  to  consider  a  new  wage  scale.  At  that 
time  it  is  anticipated  that  the  miners  will  outline  their  policy  and  the  demands 
they  will  ask  the  operators  to  grant  following  the  expiration  of  the  present 
arrangement. 

There  has  been  much  speculation  as  to  the  plan  of  reaching  the  operators 
which  the  miners  would  adopt.  According  to  newspaper  comment  in  the 
anthracite  region  it  is  their  intention  to  appoint’  a  committee  to  ask  for  a 
conference  with  the  operating  interests  with  reference  to  a  new  contract  and 
suggest  that  the  miners  be  a  signatory  party  to  any  wage  agreement  which 
may  be  decided  upon.  '  It  is  claimed  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  miners 
to  demand  a  conference,  but  to  suggest  that  their  committee  shall  be  received 
by  the  operators.  If  the  latter  consent  to  such  a  conference,  then  the  de¬ 
mands  of  the  miners  will  be  presented  and  probably  thrashed  out.  It  is  inti¬ 
mated  that  if  the  miners  are  not  received  by  the  employers  they  will  permit 
the  award  to  lapse,  so  that  on  April  first  there  will  be  no  agreement.  So  far 
as  the  plans  of  the  miners  have  been  divulged,  it  looks  as  if  they  were  going 
to  attempt  negotiations  along  fairly  conservative  lines. 

It  is  said  that  their  main  purpose,  however,  will  be  to  so  conduct  negotia¬ 
tions  that  any  conferences  which  are  held,  or  agreements  made,  will  be  a 
practical  recognition  of  the  union.  The  operating  interests,  on  the  other 
hand,  have  not  divulged  their  program  of  meeting  these  offers,  and  probably 
will  not  until  they  are  face  to  face  with  the  problems  confronting  them  in 
continuing  peace  in  the  collieries. 

If  the  miners  adhere  to  the  policy  they  have  outlined,  much  delicacy  of 
tact  and  diplomacy  will  be  necessary  on  both  sides  to  prevent  a  .rupture.  It 
does  not  follow,  however,  that  there  will  be  a  strike.  Negotiations  are  in 
their  incipiency,  and  it  is  evident  that  both  sides,  at  this  stage  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings,  would  prefer  peace  to  strike  troubles.  Each  side  is  thoroughly 
conversant  with  the  strength  of  the  other,  which  means  that  progress  will  be 
along  careful  lines. 

If  the  miners  formulate  their  demands  with  a  view  to  gaining  only  slight 
concessions,  and  not  the  recognition  of  the  union  and  the  institution  of  the 
eight-hour  day,  there  may  be  peace.  It  is  safe  to  conclude,  though,  that  if 
they  demand  full  recognition  of  the  union  there  is  likely  to  be  trouble  at  the 
anthracite  collieries  next  spring.  As  a  matter  of  principle,  the  operating 
interests  in  that  field  are  on  record  in  favor  of  the  open  shop.  We  under¬ 
stand  they  believe  in  it  thoroughly  as  an  American  institution,  and  that  they 
will  not  make  any  concessions  on  that  point.  Public  sentiment  will  sustain 
them  in  this  attitude,  as  there  is  a  feeling  in  industrial  circles  that  the  open 
shop  is  the  only  fair  way  of  dealing  with  American  labor  and  that  it  is  in 
accordance  with  the  spirit  of  our  institutions. 

It  is  not  safe  to  conclude  at  this  early  day  that  there  is  going  to  be  a 
strike,  because  there  is  no  foundation  on  which  to  base  such  an  assumption, 
and  there  will  be  none  until  matters  take  more  definite  shape  than  at  present. 
It  is  true  the  situation  may  become  critical,  but  until  it  reaches  that  point 
conclusions  as  to  future  peace  or  trouble  should  be  reserved. 
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The  Railroad  'Development  of  Eastern  Kjentucky. 


Railroad  building  and  proposed  railroad 
building  to  the  unopened  coal  fields  of  the 
Kentucky  mountains  are  interesting,  if  not  excit¬ 
ing.  It  is  a  certainty  that  there  will  be  a  number 
of  outlets  for  the  great  Elkhorn  coal  fields  of 
Kentucky.  The  most  recent  plan  to  attract  atten¬ 
tion  is  that  of  the  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  &  Dayton 
railroad,  which  is  scheduled  to  come  from  Iron- 
ton,  Ohio,  through  the  entire  Big  Sandy  country, 
via  Pikeville  and  so  on  into  the  great  Elkhorn  coal 
field.  It  is  scarcely  known  outside  the  sleeping 
hills  of  Letcher  and  Pike  counties  that  the  Nor¬ 
folk  &  Western  railroad  is  already  in  eastern  Ken¬ 
tucky  with  a  branch  carrying  Elkhorn  coal  out  of 
the  eastern  section  of  Pike  county.  Not  many  peo¬ 
ple  know  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  opened  its  branch 
from  White  House,  Johnson  county,  to  Pikeville, 
on  July  first,  this  year,  and  the  road  is  now  in 
operation  as  far  up  as  Elkhorn  City  at  the  “Breaks 
of  the  Big  Sandy”— the  edge  of  the  Elkhorn  coal 
field — the  richest  coal  territory  in  the  entire  south. 
Within  a  few  weeks  the  line  will  be  completed 
into  the  very  heart  of  this  rich_  coal  territory, 
where  mining  and  coke  making  will  be  evidenced 
upon  every  hand. 

From  Elkhorn  City  connections  will  be  made 
with  the  South  &  Western,  which  will  give  the 
first  direct  outlet  to  the  Atlantic  seaboard.  The 
Norfolk  &  Western  and  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio 
have  an  actual  footing.  Still  there  is  much  to  be 
done  before  the  country  will  be  opened.  The 
limitations  of  these  lines  can  be  seen  later,  when 
the  location  of  the  country  is  made  clear.  What 
seems  to  be  the  most  inevitable  contest  between 
rival  railroads  for  the  tonnage  of  these  fields  is 
shaping.  Since  the  announcement  that  President 
Zimmerman  of  the  C.  H.  &  D.  is  determined  to 
enter  this  great  coal  field — the  coming  of  seven 
other  multi-millionaires  into  the  arena  with  a 
railroad  from  Lincolnton,  Va.,  on  the  Atlantic 
seacoast,  to  the  “Breaks  of  the  Big  Sandy” — 350 
miles — has  had  the  spirit  of  a  dash  of  cavalrymen. 

Men  in  Railroad  Movement. 

These  men  are  Thomas  F.  Ryan,  Marshall 
Field,  Norman  B.  Ream,  John  J.  Mitchell,  James 
Blair,  Thomas  J.  Coolidge  and  George  L.  Carter. 
It  is  said,  reliably  so,  that  these  men  own  the 
South  &  Western  absolutely.  They  have  financed 
the  corporation  among  thernselves.  The  South  & 
Western  is  going  from  Lincolnton,  Va.,  to  the 
“Breaks  of  the  Big  Sandy.”  It  is  not  a  project, 
but  it  is  very  near  completion.  It  is  a  fact 
that  in  that  list  of  seven  men  can  be  seen  the 
complete  control  of  the  Seaboard  Air  Line,  which 
will  meet  the  South  &  Western  at  Lincolnton. 
This  South  &  Western  line  is  undoubtedly  the 
acute  factor  in  the  coming  great  railroad  devel¬ 
opment  in  the  coal  fields  of  Kentucky.  Whatever 
may  be  the  intention  of  its  builders  toward  Ken¬ 
tucky  and  other  new  railroad  projects  the  study 
of  the  map  makes  certain  that  their  purpose  in 
coming  through  the  “Breaks  of  the  Big  Sandy”  is 
to  get  an  outlet  to  the  great  Ohio  and  Missis¬ 
sippi  rivers  for  the  products  of  their  own  mines 
on  the  Virginia  side  of  the  Cumberland  moun¬ 
tains.  Evidently  the  Lexington  &  Eastern  rail¬ 
road  will  build  a  line  from  Jackson,  Ky.,  on  the 
south,  via  Hazard,  Hindman  and  Whitesburg,  to 
the  vicinity  of  Pound  Gap,  and  make  connections 
with  one  of  the  many  lines  that  will  tap  the 
great  coal  fields  adjacent.  This  line  will  be  sixty- 
five  miles  in  length,  covering  the  richest  timbered 
section  in  the  Kentucky  mountains,  while  the  coal 
is  of  the  finest  quality,  and  can  be  easily  mined 
by  the  drift  method,  the  only  way  of  mining  in 
the  Kentucky  field. 

All  along  the  route  of  the  Lexington  &  Eastern 
there  are  coal  beds  measuring  up  ten,  twelve  and 
even  fourteen  feet  of  coal,  all  without  a  single 
seam.  While  this  road  will  be  a  very  important 
line  for  eastern  Kentucky,  everything  is  hinged 
on  the  extension  of  the  Cincinnati,  Hamilton  & 
Dayton  from  fronton,  Ohio,  if  there  is  to  be  a 
competitive  line  into  the  heart  of  the  coal  field. 

At  present  coal  men  throughout  the  country 
feel  assured  that  the  situation  is  in  their  own 
hands  and  that  any  one  of  the  several  interests 
must  build  that  line  if  the  C.  H.  &  D.  does  not. 
However,  no  rights  of  way  have  been  secured 
by  the  latter,  but  that  will  not  be  necessary,  as 
there  seems  to  be  an  understanding  between  them 


and  the  owners  of  the  Ashland  &  Tug  River  rail¬ 
road  and  the  Rockcastle  line  to  use  their  rights 
up  the  Big  Sandy  valley. 

New  Road  Seems  Assured. 

Speaking  in  New  York  a  few  days  ago  President 
Zimmerman  of  the  C.  H.  &  D.  stated  positively 
that  the  proposed  extension  was  assured  and 
would  be  built  within  the  next  eighteen  months. 
Thursday  a  representative  of  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond  called  upon  the  company’s  representative  in 
this  section.  When  interviewed  he  said :  “I 
have  it  from  headquarters  that  actual  construction 
work  on  the  C.  H.  &  D.  extension  will  be  begun 
by  the  early  spring  at  the  latest,”  and  he  con¬ 
cluded  by  adding:  “At  least  five  thousand  men 
will  be  employed  at  the  beginning,  at  good  wages, 
in  Pike  county  alone.”  This  extension  will  bring 
much  more  industrial  activity  into  Pike  county 
than  has  ever  been  known  there  before.  Presi¬ 
dent  Zimmerman’s  property  is  located  in  the  whole 
of  the  southeastern  section  of  the  county — one 
of  the  former  holdings,  it  is  said,  of  the  Great 
Northern  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  the  corporation  that 
started  the  first  boom  here  three  years  ago.  To 
reach  these  thousands  of  acres  of  rich  coal  beds 
it  will  be  necessary  to  build  at  least  a  half  dozen 
lines  up  the  different  creek  bottoms  to  the  prop¬ 
erty.  A  twelve-mile  extension,  or  branch,  will 
be  necessary  to  penetrate  the  Shelby  Creek  val¬ 
ley — a  rich  territory  in  coal  and  iron.  A  ten- 
mile  extension,  or  branch,  will  be  necessary  up 
John’s  creek  toward  the  West  Virginia  border. 
Here  is  a  vast  coal  and  timber  field  yet  un¬ 
touched  by  railroads.  Another  ten-mile  extension 
will  be  necessary  up  Ash  Camp  creek  in  the  vi¬ 
cinity  of  the  heart  of  the. Elkhorn  coal  field. _ 

And  still  there  are  other  numerous  extensions 
to  be  made  when  these  vast  holdings  are  fully 
uncovered.  The  C.  H.  &  D.  people  are  building 
a  railroad  bridge  at  Ashland  from  fronton,  over 
which  to  pass  into  Kentucky,  having  but  recently 
spent  over  $500,000  for  real  estate  in  the  city  of 
Ashland  alone.  A  big  union  depot  is  billed  for 
that  city.  But  all  things  point  to  actual  construc¬ 
tion  work  on  the  C.  H.  &  D.,  and  that  at  once. 

As  the  C.  H.  &  D.  has  taken  over  the  charter 
of  the  Ashland  &  Tug  River  and  Rockcastle  rail¬ 
roads,  they  are  both  considered  to  be  ready  to 
meet  the  demands.  Capt.  John  C.  C.  Mayo  of 
Paintsville,  instrumental  in  bringing  about  the 
present  industrial  progress,  was  the  leading  factor 
in  organizing  the  Ashland  &  Tug  River  and  Rock¬ 
castle  railroads.  Several  different  rights  of  way 
were  secured  by  the  former  owners  of  the  Great 
Northern  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  and  these  are  held 
under  different  railroad  corporations. 

Getting  into  this  territory  with  a  main  line  of 
railroad  is  only  the  beginning,  although  neces¬ 
sarily  an  essential  point.  As  has  been  said  be¬ 
fore,  getting  up  the  creeks  and  valleys  will  re¬ 
quire  many  short-line  branches.  Upon  the  under¬ 
standing  between  the  coal  operators  and  the  rail¬ 
roads  will  depend  the  building  of  these  branches, 
as  well  as  the  volume  of  tonnage.  If  the  C.  H. 
&  D.  works  in  harmony  with  the  South  &  West¬ 
ern  railroads  the  development  of  mines  and  set¬ 
tlement  of  the  population  in  eastern  Kentucky 
may  be  considered  under  way,  needing  noth¬ 
ing  but  a  little  time  to  aid  the  material  growth. 

Only  One  Route  for  C.  H.  &  D. 

But  one  route  seems  possible  for  the  C.  H.  &  D. 
to  follow  from  Ashland.  That  is  the  line  of  the 
old  Rockcastle  survey — as  this  parallels  the  C.  & 
O.  line  all  the  way  up  the  Big  Sandy  river.  It 
is  said,  however,  that  another  route  is  being  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  officials  of  the  C.  H.  &  D.,  which 
will  go  from  Ashland  through  the  East  Fork 
country  by  Louisa,  Lawrence  county,  and  so  on 
through  Johnson  and  Floyd  counties  and  along 
the  left  bank  of  the  Big  Sandy  river.  There  is 
no  other  feasible  entrance  through  the  mountains. 
It  seems  clear  that  any  railroad  must  follow  the 
river  bottoms  and  lowlands  since  it  can  not  be 
practical  to  keep  piercing  the  mountains  and  re¬ 
tracing  its  way.  Neither  can  a  main  line  of  rail¬ 
road  strike  the  coal  in  its  workable  veins  in  the 
highlands  of  the  creeks.  What  the  C.  fl.  &  D. 
people  are  going  to  do,  then,  depends  upon  the 
attitude  of  the  other  roads  entering  this  section. 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  interests  have  protested  to 
the  coal  operators  against  the  admission  of  a  par¬ 
allel  line.  They  have  built  in,  and  are  now  about 
at  the  heart  of  the  Elkhorn  coal  field.  The  South 
&  Western  is  a  formidable  line  in  anything  it 
undertakes,  as  it  is  practically  the  Seaboard  Air 
Line  itself.  With  the  great  tidewater  and  all 
the  eastern  markets  behind  it,  it  will  probably 
make  traffic  arrangements  to  its  own  liking  or 
go  through  to  the  Ohio  river  on  its  “own  hook.” 
When  the  C.  H.  &  D.  comes  from  Ashland  it 
seems  indispensable  that  it  should  have  an  east¬ 
ern  outlet  at  the  “Breaks  of  the  Big  Sandy.”  The 
South  &  Western  road  can  furnish  it  if  it  wants 
to,  but  it  is  said  there  is  already  traffic  arrange¬ 
ment  between  the  C.  &  O.  and  the  South  & 
Western.  And,  whether  that  excludes  the  C.  H. 
&  D.  remains  to  be  seen. 

The  coal  men  have  already  agreed  that  they 
will  encourage  all  the  railroads  that  they  can  get, 
and  that  every  railroad  will  get  all  the  coal  that 
it  can  haul.  Matters  do  not  rest  here,  nor  in  the 
hands  of  one  nor  all  the  railroad  officials. 

Length  of  This  Railroad. 

The  length  of  the  C.  H.  &  D.  will  be  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-five  miles,  extending  from  Ash¬ 
land  to  near  Pound  Gap,  on  the  Kentucky-Vir- 
ginia  line,  where  connections  will  no  doubt  be 
made  with  the  Lexington  &  Eastern  from  Jack- 
son.  The  line  is  more  of  a  crucial  need  to  the 
C.  &  O.  people  than  it  is  to  the  coal  operators, 
as  this  road  controls  the  Pere  Marquette  and  the 
Detroit  Southern,  which  reach  the  Ohio  river  at 
Ironton,  Ohio,  in  all  making  a  system  of  5,000 
miles — almost  entirely  without  coal. 

When  the  C.  H.  &  D.  got  control  of  the  vast 
holdings  of  the  Great  Northern  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
it  had  been  looking  over  some  rich  territory  up 
in  West  Virginia  with  a  view  of  extending  its  line 
there  in  order  to  get  coal  for  its  own  use  and  for 
the  vast  territory  it  reached  in  the  territory  around 
the  great  lakes.  In  the  great  Elkhorn  coal  field 
it  found  what  it  so  much  needed,  but  on  a  much 
greater  scale  and  easier  to  get. 

Syndicate  Owns  Large  Acreage. 

The  great  syndicate  composed  of  Thomas  F. 
Ryan,  Marshall  Field  and  George  L.  Carter,  which 
is  back  of  the  South  &  Western  railroad,  owns 
300,000  acres  of  the  finest  coal  lands  in  Dickenson 
county,  Virginia,  just  across  the  border  from 
Pike  county,  Kentucky.  In  places  this  line  of 
the  South  &  Western  is  complete,  haying  sixty 
mile  sections  in  operation  already.  It  is  building 
alone  in  Dickenson  county  through  the  “Breaks 
of  the  Big  Sandy.”  Not  all  the  big  interests 
that  are  considering  railroad  building  have  been 
mentioned.  Kountz  Brothers,  the  great  New 
York  bankers,  have  investments  in  Pike  county, 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  great  Elkhorn  coal  fields. 
They  intend,  also,  to  build  a  line  of  ten  miles  up 
Wolf  creek  to  their  hundreds  of  acres  of  other 
holdings.  In  one  block  on  the  north,  in  Martin 
county,  they  own  30,000  acres.  This  they  will 
develop  in  the  near  future.  In  Pike  county  they 
will  start  an  immense  plant  early  next  year.  A 
new  line  of  the  Norfolk  &  Western  will  soon 
go  into  operation  between  Bluefield  and  Kenova, 
in  West  Virginia,  skirting  the  Pike  county  border. 

This  line  enters  the  state  at  three  different 
points,  where  big  mines  will  be  opened.  By  this 
change  in  the  Norfolk  &  Western  line  the  distance 
was  made  thirty  miles  shorter.  And  this  new 
route  will  double  the  carrying  capacity  of  the 
old  line.  From  the  center  of  Pike  county  private 
interests  are  building  a  fifteen-mile  branch  rail¬ 
road  line  to  connect  with  the  Norfolk  &  Western 
near  Naugatuck,  W.  Va.  This  new  line  will 
open  up  at  least  six  eleven-foot  coal  veins. 

Through  the  immediate  Beaver  creek  valley 
a  twelve-mile  extension  will  be  made  into  the 
western  part  of  Pike  county  and  the  eastern  part 
of  Knott,  where  3,000  acres  of  choice  coal  lands 
will  be  developed  in  the  near  future.  The  Beaver 
Creek  Coal  Co.  will  build  the  line  and  make  the 
developments.  To  begin  with  500  men  will  re¬ 
ceive  employment.  The  Continental  Realty  Lo., 
a  Baltimore  corporation,  has  just  closed  a  deal 
on  7,000  acres  of  fine  coal  lands  in  upper  Knott 
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county  along  the  proposed  extension  of  the  Lex¬ 
ington  &  Eastern  railroad  from  Jackson.  This 
company  will  develop  the  property  as  soon  as  the 
L.  &  E.  line  is  built. 

In  estimating  the  great  extent  of  the  Elkhorn 
coal  field,  an  expert  on  coal  properties  declared 
that  it  extended  from  near  Prestonburg,  Floyd 
county,  via  Pikeville,  through  the  Big  Sandy  river 
valley,  terminating  in  southern  Letcher  county, 
near  the  Perry  county  line — a  distance  of  nearly 
ninety  miles — and  would  furnish  enough  coal  to 
supply  the  United  States  for  perhaps  two  cen¬ 
turies,  or,  this  field  could  supply  the  Ohio  river 
and  great  lakes  trade  for  over  three  hundred 
years,  all  told.  According  to  an  engineer’s  esti¬ 
mate  the  amount  of  coal  that  could  be  mined 
from  this  region  is  2,217,216,000  tons  before  it  is 
entirely  exhausted.  There  arc  nine  and  ten  work¬ 
able  scams  of  coal  in  this  field,  all  above  drainage, 
that  can  be  mined  by  tlic  drift  method.  The  veins 
rim  from  five  to  thirteen  and  even  fourteen  feet 
in  thickness.  One  of  the  best  veins  yet  opened 
in  eastern  Kentucky  is  located  on  Boones  Fork 
creek  in  Letcher  county,  where  a  great  land  boom 
swept  over  two  years  ago,  brought  about  by  the 
Great  Northern  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  projectors.  The 
development  of  this  great  coal  field  will  be  a 
blessing  to  the  steel  factories  of  the  country  as 
it  will  reduce  the  cost  of  the  manufacture  of 
Bessemer  steel  from  fifty  cents  to  $1.00  per  ton, 
all  told,  meaning  a  great  saving  in  the  cost. 


Duncan  Cameron  I^esigns. 

Duncan  Cameron,  for  nearly  fourteen  years 
identified  with  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal 
&  Iron  Co.,  at  Chicago,  has  resigned  to  become 
identified  with  the  coal  business  of  D.  E.  Adams 
at  Winnipeg,  Man.  Mr.  Cameron  has  been  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  interests 
since  1892,  and  at  the  time  of  his  resignation  occu¬ 
pied  the  position  of  assistant  to  J.  H.  M.  Daggett, 
resident  manager  of  the  company  at  Chicago.  He 
has  received  many  congratulations  upon  the  fact 
that  he  is  to  engage  in  the  business,  and  his  pros¬ 
pects  for  the  future  are  very  bright. 

Duncan  Cameron  was  born  in  1865  at  Inverness, 
Scotland.  His  first  active  business  experience  was 
in  connection  with  the  Highland  railroad  of  Scot¬ 
land,  which  he  served  for  several  years.  He  came 
to  Montreal,  Canada,  in  1881,  and  served  with 
the  Grand  Trunk  railroad  for  two  years,  coming 
to  Chicago  in  1885  and  accepting  a  position  with 
the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  railroad.  In  1888 
he  became  identified  with  the  Silver  Creek  & 
Morris  Coal  company.  This  company  was  ab¬ 
sorbed  by  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  & 
Iron  Co.  in  1892,  when  J.  W.  Skeele  became  resi¬ 
dent  manager,  Mr.  Cameron  becoming  identified 
with  the  latter  corporation  at  the  time  of  the  ab¬ 
sorption.  He  served  under  Mr.  Skeele  and  under 
his  successor,  E.  B.  Crossley,  who  was  resident 
manager  from  1893  to  1897,  winning  successive 
promotions  in  the  local  office  of  the  company.  In 
1894  Mr.  Cameron  was  promoted  to  the  position 
of  assistant  manager,  a  position  which  he  has  held 
continuously  ever  since.  He  has  been  active  and 
energetic  in  performing  his  duties  for  this  com¬ 
pany,  and  has  won  for  himself  the  high  regard 
of  a  large  circle  of  friends  in  the  business  circles 
of  Chicago. 

Mr.  Cameron  will  leave  for  Winnipeg  the  early 
part  of  the  coming  week,  and  upon  his  arrival 
in  that  city  will  immediately  assume  his  new 
duties.  D.  E.  Adams,  the  owner  of  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness  at  Winnipeg,  is  also  largely  interested  in  the 
Tabor  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Ltd.,  producers  of  Leth¬ 
bridge  coal. 

Evidence  of  Mr.  Cameron’s  popularity  in  Chi¬ 
cago  is  furnished  by  a  number  of  presentations 
made  him  this  week.  On  Monday  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cameron  were  summoned  to  the  Grand  Pacific 
hotel  to  meet  the  executive  committee  of  the 
Cook  County  Sunday  School  Union.  Much  to 
their  surprise  they  were  presented  with  a  solid 
silver  set  of  thirty-two  pieces.  Both  have  been 
faithful  workers  in  Sunday  school  extension  work 
and  the  presentation  was  in  appreciation  of  their 
efforts. 

On  Thursday,  office  and  yard  employes  of  the 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  at  Chi¬ 
cago,  gave  evidence  of  their  appreciation  by  pre¬ 
senting  Mr.  Cameron  with  a  solid  silver  loving 
cup,  ebony  pedestal  and  a  gold-headed  cane.  Mrs. 
Cameron  was  presented  with  a  handsome  sealskin 


traveling  bag.  The  loving  cup  was  engraved  with 
the  following  inscription :  “Presented  to  Duncan 
Cameron  by  the  employes  of  the  Philadelphia  & 
Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  as  a  token  of  esteem  and 
friendship,  December  ninth,  1905.’’ 

All  the  offices  employed  had  assembled  in  the 
office  of  Mr.  Daggett,  resident  manager  of  the 
company.  Mr.  Claggett  made  the  presentation 
speech,  calling  attention  to  Mr.  Cameron’s  long 
service  with  the  company,  his  conscientious  effort 
and  loyalty,  and  to  the  pleasant  personal  relations 
which  had  always  existed.  He  expressed  the 
wishes  of  the  members  of  the  local  staff  and  him¬ 


self  that  Mr.  Cameron  should  meet  with  the 
highest  degree  of  success  and  prosperity  in  his 
new  home,  and  said  that  he  would  be  sincerely 
missed  after  he  left  Chicago. 

Mr.  Cameron  was  so  overcome  by  the  presenta¬ 
tion  that  it  took  him  some  time  to  fully  recover. 
Visibly  affected,  he  expressed  his  thanks  for  the 
gifts  and  very  great  appreciation  of  the  kind  ex¬ 
pressions  from  his  former  co-laborers  which  ac¬ 
companied  them. 

As  a  result  of  Mr.  Cameron’s  resignation,  sev¬ 
eral  changes  have  been  made  in  the  personnel  of 
the  office  staff  of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading. 
R.  Findlay,  who  has  served  as  cashier  and  chief 
book-keeper  of  the  company  for  nine  years,  has 
been  promoted  to  Mr.  Cameron’s  position; 
George  G.  Murray,  who  has  been  car  accountant 
for  two  years,  will  be  made  cashier,  and  W.  T. 
Penfold  will  be  chief  book-keeper.  These  changes 
become  effective  on  December  fifteenth. 


Iowa  Operators  to  Meet. 

Official  notice  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Iowa  Coal  Operators’  Association  to  be  held  in 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  Tuesday,  December  twelfth, 
has  been  sent  out  by  Secretary  John  P.  Reese,  as 
follows ; 

To  the  Operators  and  Members  of  the  Iowa 
Coal  Operators’  Association:  You  are  hereby  no¬ 
tified  that  the  annual  meeting  will  be  held  at 
Savery  hotel,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  on  Tuesday,  De¬ 
cember  twelfth,  1905,  at  one  o’clock  p.  m. 

This  will  be  a  very  important  meeting  and  all 
members  are  requested  to  be  present.  Among 
other  matters  to  be  acted  upon  at  this  meeting  will 
be  the  following :  The  election  of  officers,  in¬ 
cluding  commissioner  ;  the  election  of  a  scale  com¬ 
mittee;  the  receiving  of  the  report  of  the  dele¬ 
gates  who  attended  the  Chicago  meeting. 

Hoping  to  see  all  members  present  at  this 
meeting,  I  remain. 

Yours  to  command, 

John  P.  Reese,  Secretary  and  Commissioner. 

'I'he  miners  employed  in  the  Peafrey  mine, 
in  the  Jasonville  district,  near  Terre  Haute.  Ind., 
have  gone  out  on  strike. 


Death  of  Pioneer  Operator. 

Milford  De  Witt  Buchanan,  a  pioneer  coal  op¬ 
erator  in  the  Wilmington,  HI.,  field,  one  of  the 
earliest  residents  of  the  city  of  Chicago,  and  a 
railroad  man  and  banker  prior  to  the  war  of  the 
rebellion,  passed  away  at  his  home  in  Chicago  last 
Friday  night.  The  news  of  his  death  came  as  a 
shock  to  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and  business 
associates  of  the  deceased,  who  were  not  aware 
that  he  was  seriously  ill.  Mr.  Buchanan  had  been 
in  failing'  health  for  a  number  of  months.  On 
Tuesday  prior  to  his  death  it  was  thought  that 
he  was  improving,  but  later  in  the  week  the 
malady  developed  more  serious  features.  The 
funeral  was  held  Monday  morning  of  this  week 
from  the  late  residence,  5000  Madison  avenue. 
Chicago,  and  was  attended  by  many  life-long 
friends,  who  deeply  mourned  the  death  of  Mr. 
Buchanan. 

Born  in  Newport,  Herkimer  county.  New  York, 
October  tenth,  Mr.  Buchanan  received  his  early^ 
education  in  the  public  schools  at  that  point.  He 
began  his  business  career  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years,  when  he  entered  the  office  of  his  brother, 
the  general  freight  agent  of  the  Syracuse  &  Utica 
railroad  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  Two  years  later  he 
became  ticket  agent  for  this  railroad  at  Rome, 
N.  Y.,  and  later  was  ticket  agent  for  several  dif¬ 
ferent  railroad  lines,  including  the  New  York 
Central. 

Deciding  to  engage  in  the  banking  business,  he 
became  teller  of  the  Oneida  Central  bank  at 
Rome,  N.  Y.,  continuing  in  this  posi'ion  until 
he  obtained  a  knowledge  of  finances.  In  1857 
he  removed  to  Chicago  and  for  two  years  was 
teller  of  the  Merchants  Savings,  Loan  &  Trust 
Co.,  to  which  position  he  again  returned  after 
having  served  two  years  as  president  of  the  Cen¬ 
tral  bank  at  Peoria,  Ill. 

In  1861  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  S. 
Wheeler.  He  accepted  a  position  as  cashier  for 
Chapin,  Wheeler  &  Co.,  and  continued  with  this 
firm  until  1863,  when  he  became  a  member  of  the 
tanning  firm  of  Buchanan,  Richards  &  Co.  In 
1866  he  was  made  teller  of  the  Merchants  Na¬ 
tional  bank  and  then  joined  in  the  purchase  of 
the  Commercial  National  bank,  of  which  he  was 
cashier  during  the  succeeding  seven  years. 

Became  Operator  in  1875. 

Later  he  organized  the  Prairie  Loan  &  Trust 
Co.,  and  was  its  vice-president  until  1875.  when 
he  purchased  the  Wilmington  Star  Mining  Co.,  a 
large  producer  of  coal  in  the  Illinois  fields.  .At 
the  time  of  his  death  his  connection  with  this 
company  and  the  Coalfield  Coal  Co.,  of  which  he 
was  president,  was  largely  in  an  advisory  ca¬ 
pacity,  the  active  conduct  of  the  business  resting 
with  his  two  sons.  Gordon  Buchanan  and  D.  R. 
Buchanan.  In  addition  to  his  winter  residence  at 
Chicago,  Mr.  Buchanan  also  owned  a  home  at 
Oconomowoc,  Wis.,  where  he  spent  the  past 
summer. 

Mr.  Buchanan  had  many  personal  qualifications 
which  made  for  him  a  w’ide  circle  of  social  and 
business  friends,  as  well  as  many  characteristics 
which  brought  him  success  in  business. 

Careful  and  conservative  in  the  conduct  of  his 
own  life,  he  was  also  careful  of  the  feelings  and 
rights  of  others.  This  endeared  him  to  all  those 
who  knew  him  intimately.  He  w'as  an  adherent 
of  integrity,  and  honesty  was  a  principle  which  he 
upheld  and  demanded  in  those  whom  he  called 
his  friends.  And  he  was  just  as  careful  that  the 
honesty  which  he  expected  of  them  should  be 
found  in  him.  His  long  connection  with  financial 
institutions  made  him  conservative  and  he  was 
not  inclined  to  express  an  opinion  until  he  had 
reached  a  conclusion  after  mature  consideration 
of  a  question.  When  he  did  reach  a  conclusion  it 
W'as  generally  safe  to  assume  that  it  was  a  cor¬ 
rect  one,  which  made  his  advice  and  counsel  valu¬ 
able  to  those  w'ho  sought  and  obtained  it.  In  addi¬ 
tion  he  was  forceful  and  aggressive,  as  is  evi¬ 
dent  from  the  development  that  occurred  in  the 
business  of  the  Wilmington  Star  Coal  Co.,  which 
is  now  one  of  the  largest  operating  companies 
in  the  Wilmington  field.  Mr.  Buchanan  will  be 
sorely  missed  by  his  numerous  friends  in  the 
coal  trade  and  in  the  business  circles  of  the  w'es‘. 
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Western  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


A.  M.  Ogle,  president  of  the  Vandalia  Coal 
Co.,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  was  in  Chieago  this  week. 

E.  H.  Erwin,  manager  of  Hull  &  Co.,  Fisher 
building,  Chicago,  has  returned  from  a  business 
trip  to  Louisville,  Ky. 

Worrell  Clarkson,  shipper  of  coal  and  coke,  St. 
Paul,  Minn.,  was  in  Chicago  the  early  part  of 
the  week  on  a  business  trip. 

N.  J.  Scott,  president  of  the  Scott  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  Ellsworth  building,  Chicago,  is  in  Kentucky 
this  week  on  a  business  trip. 

E.  N.  Saunders,  president  of  the  North  Western 
Fuel  Co.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  was  in  Chicago  during 
the  week  on  his  way  to  New  York  city. 

J.  W.  Blower,  treasurer  and  manager  of  the 
Plisylvania  Coal  Co.,  Trimble,  Ohio,  was  in  Chi¬ 
cago  the  early  part  of  the  week  on  business. 

J.  A.  Teegarden,  general  sales  agent  of  the  New 
York  Coal  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio,  was  in  Chicago 
the  early  part  of  the  week  on  a  business  trip. 

The  Milwaukee-Western  Fuel  Co.,  of  Milwau¬ 
kee,  Wis.,  has  contributed  its  check  for  $1,000 
to  the  fund  being  raised  in  that  city  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  building  a  new  auditorium. 

Sidney  P.  Hostler,  president  of  the  Hostler  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  Chicago,  and  a  director  in  the  Clarks¬ 
ville  Anthracite  Coal  Co.,  Clarksville,  Ark.,  is  in 
the  latter  city  this  week  on  a  business  trip. 

W.  P.  Hallowell,  of  the  Holmes  &  Hallowell 
Coal  Co.,  Minneapolis  and  St.  Paul,  leading  deal¬ 
ers  in  the  northwest,  was  in  Chicago  during  the 
week  calling  on  a  number  of  his  friends  in  the 
coal  trade. 

N.  L.  Kratz,  treasurer  of  the  Covey-Durham 
Coal  Co.,  Plymouth  building,  Chicago,  who  suf¬ 
fered  an  operation  for  appendicitis  at  Joliet,  Ill., 
last  week  was  reported  as  steadily  improving  this 
week  and  on  Tuesday  was  able  to  take  solid  food 
as  nourishment. 

The  Ingersoll-Rand  Co.,  New  York,  has  issued 
a  very  attractive  booklet  devoted  to  “Compressed 
Air  Displacement  Pumps.”  The  booklet  is  thor¬ 
oughly  illustrated  with  half-tone  engravings  and 
contains  much  matter  of  value  connected  with  the 
subject  given  on  the  title  page. 

W.  L.  Rambo,  general  sales  agent  of-  Louis  F. 
Dreiske  &  Co.,  shippers  of  coal  and  coke,  Chi¬ 
cago,  has  returned  from  a  six  weeks’  trip  through 
Iowa  and  Minnesota.  He  reports  a  very  success¬ 
ful  trip  and  believes  that  the  coal  business  will  be 
fairly  active  all  through  the  winter. 

E.  O.  Fellows,  the  coal  mau  of  Minneapolis, 
was  acquitted  last  week  on  the  charge  of  passing 
a  forged  check  for  $5,000  on  the  F.  H.  Peavey  Co. 
It  is  claimed  that  he  will  be  tried  on  three  other 
charges  in  which  larceny  is  alleged,  it  being 
claimed  that  he  took  the  funds  of  the  E.  O.  Fel¬ 
lows  Coal  Co.,  of  which  he  was  president.  These 
charges,  it  is  claimed,  are  not  as  important  as  the 
one  under  which  he  has  just  been  acquitted. 

Clair  Conway,  agent  of  the  Chicago  &  North¬ 
western  and  the  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis 
&  Omaha  railroads  at  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  has  re¬ 
signed  his  position  and  hereafter  will  be  associated 
with  his  father,  E.  A.  Conway,  in  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness  in  that  city.  Mr.  Conway  Jr.  has  been  iden¬ 
tified  with  the  railroad  industry  for  the  past  eight 
years,  most  of  this  time  being  spent  at  the  stock- 
yards,  at  which  point  he  was  agent  for  four  years. 
In  this  position  he  formed  a  wide  acquaintance 
among  all  classes  of  business  men  in  Sioux  City. 
His  resignation  is  regretted  by  shippers  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact. 

The  R.  B.  Harder  Coal  Co.,  Plymouth  building, 
Chicago,  is  making  preparations  to  open  an  office 
at  Detroit,  Mich.,  December  fifteenth,  having  se¬ 
cured  a  suite  of  offices  at  503  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  building.  These  offices  will  be  in  charge 
of  L.  S.  Berrie,  who  has  had  wide  experience  in 
Detroit  territory,  both  as  a  salesman  and  man¬ 
ager  of  sales.  Coal  will  be  supplied  through  the 
Detroit  office  to  Canada,  Michigan  and  northern 


Ohio  territory.  Mr.  Berrie  was  in  Chicago  dur¬ 
ing  the  week  on  his  way  to  the  northwest.  He 
will  return  to  Detroit  the  early  part  of  next  week. 

R.  B.  Harder,  president  of  the  R.  B.  Plarder 
Coal  Co.,  Plymouth  building,  Chicago,  returned 
Thursday  from  several  weeks  spent  in  the  moun¬ 
tains  of  Colorado.  During  his  stay  in  that  state 
he  had  a  thrilling  experience  which  he  will  not 
soon  forget.  One  of  the  trips  he  made  was  over 
the  mountains  for  a  distance  of  seventy-five  miles 
in  a  stage  coach.  The  weather  was  unusually 
severe,  and  there  were  frequent  snowstorms,  as  a 
result  of  which  the  passengers  suffered  hardships. 
The  scenery  was  beautiful,  but  it  is  understood 
that  Mr.  Harder  prefers  a  good  furnace  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  fed  with  Lehigh  white  ash  anthracite,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  winter  time. 

The  Kingman  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  under  the  laws  of  South  Dakota,  with 
a  capitalization  of  $.1,000,000.  General  offices  will 
be  at  135  La  Salle  street,  Chicago.  The  officers 
are :  William  Earle,  of  Chicago,  the  well  known 
contractor  and  builder,  president ;  Scott  E.  Rat¬ 
cliff,  vice-president  of  the  Kingman  (Ind.)  bank, 
vice-president,  and  Harmon  M.  Campbell,  auditor 
of  Hearsfs  Chicago  Examiner,  secretary  and 
treasurer.  Among  the  directors  are  Hepburn 
Ruhl,  Chicago ;  John  M.  Bonebrake,  president  of 
the  Veedersburg  (Ind.)  bank;  James  S.  Evans, 
and  Assistant  Cjorporation  Counsel  of  Chicago 
Frank  Johnston.  This  company  has  taken  over 
leases  and  options  on  3,000  acres  of  coal  land  in 
Park  and  Fountain  counties,  Indiana,  which  were 
secured  by  W.  G.  Ruhl  last  summer,  and  will 
begin  the  development  of  the  field  at  once.  The 
property  is  located  near  Kingman,  Tnd„  on  the 
C.  &  E.  I.,  and  will  be  connected  with  the  Clover 
Leaf,  Big  Four,  Wabash,  and  other  roads  by  the 
railroad  W.  G.  Ruhl  will  build  early  in  the  spring 
from  Danville,  Ill.,  to  Crawfordsville,  Ind. 

John  F.  Price,  for  the  past  twenty-two  years 
identified  with  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  at  Drifton 
and  in  Chicago,  as  chief  accountant  in  charge  of 
the  clerical  force  and  the  collections  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  through  the  merger  with  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Coal  Co.,  has  resigned,  his  resignation  to  become 
effective  Januarv  first.  Mr.  Price  has  not  yet 
made  his  plans  for  the  future.  He  became  iden¬ 
tified  with  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.  at  Drifton- Pa.,  in 
1883,  when  he  was  made  assistant  cashier.  In 
1884  he  was  transferred  to  Chicago  and  placed  in 
charge  of  the  accounting  department,  having  un¬ 
der  his  direction  at  the  time  of  his  resignation  not 
only  the  business  in  this  city,  but  that  at  the  dock 
points  and  in  the  Canadian  and  eastern  territory 
reached  from  the  Buffalo  office,  one  of  the  most 
responsible  positions  in  the  western  department 
of  the  company’s  business.  Mr.  Price  had  chatge 
of  all  the  collections,  in  addition  to  his  many  other 
duties,  and  during  the  twenty  years  he  has  been 
at  the  head  of  this  department  never  wrote  a 
dunning  letter  to  any  creditor  of  the  corporation 
which  angered  the  latter,  although  the  company 
sustained  fewer  losses  through  bad  debts  than 
many  other  large  business  institutions.  _Mr.  Price 
has  been  loyal  and  faithful  in  the  service  of  the 
company,  of  which  the  long  term  of  years  with 
which  he  was  identified  with  it  is  abundant  indi¬ 
cation. 

Attention  is  directed  this  week  to  the  advertise¬ 
ment  of  the  Illinois  Coal  Onerator.s  Mutual  Ern- 
ployers  Liability  Insurance  Co.,  which  appears  in 
this  issue  of  The  Black  Diamond.  This  com¬ 
pany  has  been  incorporated  under  the  laws  of 
Illinois  to  furnish  casualty  insurance  to  coal  min¬ 
ing  companies  at  actual  cost.  It  is  believed  that 
it  will  result  in  a  large  saving  in  the  cost  of  this 
insurance  to  all  companies  who  insure  with  it. 
No  solicitors  will  be  employed,  but  the  company 
can  write  insurance  in  any  state,  if  coal  operat¬ 
ing  companies  desire  to  send  in  their  application 
to  the  main  office  in  Chicago.  The  purpose  of  the 
company  is  as  follows ;  “Like  the  Coal  Opera¬ 
tors’  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  which  has  been 
so  conspicuously  successful,  its  business  is  and 
will  continue  to  be  in  the  hands  of_  practical  coal 
mining  men.  The  purpose  is  to  eliminate  undue 
expense  in  securing  business  (a  large  item  with 


the  old  line  companies)  and  excessive  operating 
expenses;  to  prevent,  as  far  as  may  be  avoidable, 
accidents,  and  to  furnish  insurance  to  its  policy 
holders  at  actual  cost.  Any  reduction  of  cost 
effected  will,  after  a  proper  reserve  has  been  ac¬ 
cumulated,  revert  to  the  policy  holders  either  in 
the  form  of  dividends  or  reduced  rates.”  The 
officers  of  the  company  include  the  most  promi¬ 
nent  coal  operators  in  Illinois,  and  their  names 
arc  a  guarantee  of  the  stability  and  responsibility 
of  the  new  company. 

The  accidental  death  of  John  Postle,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  No.  3  mine  of  the  Peabody  Coal 
Co.,  at  Marion,  III.,  last  week,  calls  for  more  than 
passing  notice.  He  was  a  very  unusual  man  in  the 
variety  of  his  attainments  as  a  mine  superintend¬ 
ent  and  in  his  personal  characteristics.  Born  in 
England  about  forty  years  ago,  he  was  taken  out 
of  the  public  schools  and  sent  into  the  mines 
when  only  eleven  years  of  age,  but  from  that  time 
he  made  it  a  point  to  increase  his  knowledge  in 
every  way  possible.  His  spare  moments  were 
always  spent  in  study.  The  result  was  that  at 
mature  life  he  had  mastered  the  whole  course 
of  mathematics  from  arithmetic  to  calculus ;  was 
a  practical  mining  and  civil  engineer,  and  an  ex¬ 
pert  in  all  the  details  of  mining  operations.  A 
man  of  untiring  energy  and  faithful  to  the  interest 
of  his  employers,  even  to  the  point  of  sacrificing 
his  own  health  and  safety,  he  was  always  loyal 
to  the  interests  entrusted  to  him.  Many  a  mine 
foreman  owes  his  advancement  to  study  under 
‘‘Johnnie”  Postle.  A  man  of  strict  integrity  and 
unswerving  principles,  socially  a  pleasant  compan¬ 
ion,  a  great  lover  of  music,  with  a  true  ear  and 
fine  tenor  voice,  he  had  many  close  personal 
friends.  He  never  used  liquor  nor  tobacco  and 
was  outspoken  in  his  sentiments  on  every  moral 
question.  In  his  death  the  mining  industry  of  the 
state  has  lost  one  of  its  most  efficient  workers. 
He  was  a  member  of  Gardner  lodge  A.  F.  and 
A.  M.  His  remains  were  taken  to  Braceville,  Ill., 
where  the  funeral  was  held  Monday  of  this  week, 
the  sermon  being  preached  by  the  Rev.  H.  W. 
Berger,  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church  of 
Gardner,  Ill.  A  wife  and  two  children  survive 
him. 

The  Chicago-Linton  Coal  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  under  the  laws  of  Indiana,  with  an  au¬ 
thorized  capital  of  $10,000,  which  has  been  sub¬ 
scribed.  One  of  the  principal  stockholders  and 
president  of  the  new  corporation  is  Silvester 
Schiele,  of  Schiele  Bros.,  wholesale  and  retail 
dealers  in  coal  at  Chicago.  The  new  company 
has  been  formed  to  acquire  and  operate  the  Ham¬ 
ilton  mine  in  Sullivan  county,  on  the  Evansville 
&  Terre  Haute  railroad,  producing  the  No.  4 
vein  of  coal.  This  mine  is  a  new  one,  compara¬ 
tively,  having  been  opened  less  than  two  years 
ago.  In  addition  to  a  modern  tipple  and  thor¬ 
oughly  modern  machinery,  the  property  consists 
of  700  acres  of  workable  coal.  The  tipple  is 
equipped  to  produce  five  different  grades  of  coal: 
Lump,  egg,  nut,  run-of-mine  and  screenings.  Un¬ 
der  the  new  management  it  is  c.xpccted  that  it  will 
have  an  output  of  1,000  tons  of  coal  daily  by 
February  first.  A  number  of  improvements  will 
be  installed  immediately  and  the  capacity  will  be 
developed  as  rapidly  as  possible.  In  addition  to 
Mr.  Schiele,  W.  J.  Hamilton  is  interested  in  the 
new  company  and  holds  the  position  of  secretary 
and  treasurer.  He  is  the  president  of  the  First 
National  bank  at  Linton.  The  new  company  has 
taken  possession  of  the  property  and  is  now  oper¬ 
ating  it.  Schiele  Bros,  will  have  the  exclusive 
handling  of  the  coal,  and  arc  planning  to  open 
offices  in  cither  the  Old  Colony  or  Fisher  build¬ 
ing  in  the  near  future,  where  they  will  engage  in 
the  jobbing  business  on  a  larger  scale.  Silvester 
Schiele,  the  president  of  the  mining  company,  has 
been  a  very  successful  coal  man.  Starting  in  the 
business  about  live  years  ago.  he  developed  a  large 
trade  in  a  retail  way  and  then  expanded  into  the 
wholesale  shipping  trade.  For  several  years  this 
firm  havfc  handlcil  a  large  volume  of  wliolesale 
business  in  Indiana.  With  added  facilities  they 
will  undoubtedly  e.xpand  their  interests  to  a  still 
greater  extent. 
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Trip  to  Terminals  at  Dolton. 


Upon  invitation  of  the  prominent  officials  of 
the  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  railroad,  fifty 
or  more  coal  men  and  large  coal  consumers  in 
the  city  of  Chicago  last  Saturday  morning  vis¬ 
ited  the  new  terminals  at  Dolton,  Ill.  These 
tcriTiinals  have  been  improved  at  the  expense  of 
many  thousands  of  dollars  for  the  purpose  of 
facilitating  the  movement  of  loaded  cars  of 
coal  to  Chicago  and  points  beyond,  and  the  re¬ 
turn  of  empty  coal  cars  to  the  mines  in  Illinois 
and  Indiana.  These  betterments  were  com¬ 
menced  early  in  the  summer,  although  the  rail¬ 
road  was  handicapped  very  greatly  owing  to  the 
shortage  of  labor  in  completing  them,  but  on 
December  first  the  extensive  storage  and  classi¬ 
fication  yards  were  in  readiness  to  handle  cars 
with  increased  efficiency. 

Thfese  terminals  are  connected  with  several  belt 
railways,  and  with  trunk  lines  entering  and  leav¬ 
ing  Chicago.  There  are  seventeen  miles  from 
the  center  of  Chicago.  There  are  in  reality  two 
main  terminal  yards.  One  of  these  is  for  the 
purpose  of  assembling  and  classifying  all  loaded 
and  empty  cars  south  bound.  This  yard  has  a 
capacity  of  2,400  cars.  Its  main  purpose  is  to 
classify  empty  coal  cars  according  to  the  coal 
field  to  which  they  are  to  be  sent.  In  addition 
there  are  classification  tracks  for  foreign  roads. 
A  train  of  empty  and  loaded  cars  south  bound  is 
switched  up  an  incline  to  a  “hump,”  about  twenty 
feet  high,  by  means  of  one  or  more  switch  en¬ 
gines,  depending  upon  the  number  of  cars  which 
it  contains.  At  the  top  of  this  “hump”  the  cars 
designed  for  the  different  railroads  and  coal 
fields  are  cut  off  and  each  is  placed  in  charge 
of  a  brakeman.  Gravity  carries  the  cars  down 
the  other  side  of  the  “hump,”  at  the  bottom  of 
which  a  number  of  switches  are  located,  each  in 
charge  of  a  switchman.  No  motive  power  is 
required  to  carry  these  cars  down  to  the  classi¬ 
fication  tracks,  as  gravity  supplies  this. 

Cars  can  be  handled  after  they  reach  the  top 
of  the  “hump”  at  the  rate  of  1,200  to  1,400  each 
twenty-four  hours,  a  little  better  than  one  a 
minute.  This  means  not  only  a  large  saving  in 
motive  power  to  the  railroad  corporation,  but 
greater  facilities  in  getting  the  cars  back  to  the 
mines,  saving  many  hours  in  the  course  of  a 
day’s  run  of  empties.  On  the  classification  tracks, 
cars  are  made  up  in  trains  and  are  then  ready 
for  the  haul  back  to  the  mines,  or  for  their  trip 
to  destinations  in  Illinois  or  Indiana. 

How  Cars  Are  Handled. 

The  main  interest  of  the  members  of  the  party 
centered,  however,  in  the  classification  terminal 
yards  for  north  bound  cars.  Here  the  same 
means  for  distributing  the  cars  to  classification 
tracks  are  employed.  When  a  train  of  coal  ar¬ 
rives  at  Dolton,  it  is  taken  by  one  or  more  switch 
engines  and  hauled  to  the  top  of  the  “hump,” 
where  the  cars  are  cut  off  according  to  the  re¬ 
consignment  orders  received  for  the  different 
connecting  lines,  including  the  belt  railways. 
After  the  car  is  cut  off  at  the  top  of  the  “hump,” 
if  it  is  necessary  to  reweigh  it,  it  passes  over  a 
railroad  track  scale  where  the  correct  weight  is 
obtained.  This  scale  weighs  automatically,  and 
each  car  when  weighed  is  cut  off  from  all  other 
cars,  so  that  draw  bars  and  the  height  of  ad¬ 
joining  cars  in  the  train  do  not  affect  the  weight. 

There  are  sixteen  classification  tracks  at  this 
point,  and  these  tracks  have  a  capacity  of  2,600 
cars.  Only  cars  which  have  direct  billing  or  for 
which  reconsignment  orders  have  been  received 
prior  to  their  arrival  at  Dolton,  go  into  the 
classification  yards.  The  others  are  cut  off  and 
pass  down  the  “hump”  into  storage  yards,  where 
several  thousand  cars  are  on  track  at  all  times. 
These  storage  tracks  each  have  a  capacity  of 
75  to  100  cars.  When  a  car  reaches  them  it 
may  remain  there  for  several  days,  as  it  is  im¬ 
practical  and  impossible  for  the  railroad  company 
to  pull  out  all  the  cars  on  a  storage  track  to  get 
out  one  car  for  which  a  reconsignment  order  has 
just  been  received.  These  cars  are  permitted  to 
remain  until  there  are  enough  reconsignment  or¬ 
ders  to  make  it  worth  while.  Emphasis  was 
placed  upon  the  necessity  for  giving  direqt  billing 
wherever  possible  in  order  that  this  delay  of 
cars  on  storage  tracks  would  be  obviated. 

To  the  coal  men  present,  the  trip  was  educa¬ 
tional,  inasmuch  as  it  revealed  the  value  of  direct 


billing  at  the  mines  and  showed  the  quicker  dis¬ 
patch  that  could  be  provided  where  it  accom¬ 
panied  the  order  for  coal.  In  the  north  bound 
terminals  cars  are  classified  very  rapidly.  On 
a  recent  occasion  366  cars  were  put  over  the 
“hump”  and  classified  in  361  minutes.  All  the 
immense  tonnage  hauled  by  the  Chicago  &  East¬ 
ern  Illinois  railroad  can  be  handled  within 
twenty-four  hours  of  the  time  it  reaches  Dolton, 
provided  direct  billing  accompanies  the  coal  when 
it  leaves  the  mines. 


Trip  Was  an  Educational  One. 


The  members  of  the  party  were  entertained 
with  hospitality  which  is  characteristic  of  the 
Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois.  The  officials  of  the 
railroad  who  acted  as  hosts  were  Col.  A.  S. 
Dodge,  third  vice-president;  S.  J.  Cooke,  general 
freight  agent;  E.  J.  Knickerbocker,  coal  traffic 
manager;  W.  J.  Jackson,  general  superintendent; 
D.  R.  Patterson,  coal  operators’  agent;  W.  H. 
Richardson,  general  passenger  and  ticket  agent; 
W.  H.  D.  Gibson,  local  agent;  C.  Gregory,  man¬ 
ager  Southern  Dispatch,  and  John  Day,  contract 
agent.  The  trip  to  Dolton  was  made  in  a  spe¬ 
cial  train  consisting  of  four  private  cars  of  the 
various  railroad  officials.  On  the  return  trip 
luncheon  was  served,  including  club  sandwiches 
and  coffee  and  other  refreshments  were  dis¬ 
pensed  with  liberal  hospitality.  The  trip  re¬ 
quired  about  four  hours. 


Members  of  the  Party. 

The  members  of  the  party  were  as  follows: 


Henry  Hafer 
C.  H.  Bunnell 
C.  W.  Gilmore 
J.  M.  Easterly 

F.  G.  Hartwell 

F.  W.  Upham 
Jas.  S.  Peironnet 
O.  S.  Richardson 
A.  B.  Steffens 
Fred  Busse 

C.  J.  Boedecker 
H.  H.  Rhodes 
M.  Austin 

L.  O.  Stanton 
John  McGregor 
John  T.  Connery 
James  Connery 
R.  Rea 

D.  A.  Sage 
Will  H.  Baker 

W.  L.  McGoodwin 

E.  G.  Temple 
H.  R.  Lloyd 
Geo.  Sutton 
R.  A.  Halley 

G.  E.  Brennan 
J.  B.  Mester 
W.  H.  Trow 

H.  B.  Lanigan 
W.  A.  Patterson 
Ben  Felix 

T.  A.  Haggerty 
W.  S.  Bogle 
John  J.  Hayes 
H.  C.  Eldridge 
W.  J.  Cook 
J.  J.  Hart 


W.  C.  Hill 

R.  F.  Marine 
Lynn  Rutter 
Aid.  Reese 
James  McDonald 
Carl  Scholz 

S.  Schiele 
J.  E.  Covel 

C.  M.  Moderwell 
George  F.  Getz 
John  K.  Seifert 
Mr.  Murchey 
Henry  Pope 
C.  A.  Bickett 
John  Caesar 
William  Howe 
Mr.  Reynolds 
E.  C.  Pratt 
J.  B.  Mansfield 
A.  G.  Huckin 
H.  A.  Chaffin 
E.  T.  Franklin 
J.  B.  Roynon 
W.  C.  Campbell 

E.  Puttkammer 
W.  J.  Lawrence 
H.  C.  Staver 

C.  T.  Northrup 
J.  B.  Forbes 
William  Quinlan 
William  Vincent 
C.  0.  Frisbie 
Bailie  Houx 
C.  V.  Weston 
H.  R.  Molineaux 

F.  S.  Rubidge 


G.  S.  Whyte 

The  trip  furnished  evidence  to  the  coal  inter¬ 
ests  of  Chicago  that  the  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illi¬ 
nois  railroad  is  endeavoring  by  every  possible 
means  to  improve  its  coal  service  into  the  city. 
On  the  return  from  Dolton,  Col.  Campbell  acted 
as  master  of  ceremonies,  and  various  railroad 
officials  were  called  upon  to  make  addresses,  in¬ 
cluding  Messrs.  Patterson,  Jackson,  Knicker¬ 
bocker  and  others.  The  hospitality  of  the  Chi¬ 
cago  &  Eastern  Illinois  was  appreciated,  as  was 
indicated  by  the  congratulations  bestowed  on  the 
railroad  officials  at  the  conclusion  of  the  trip. 


It  is  claimed  that  the  large  coal  consumers  of 
Peoria,  Ill.,  anticipate  there  may  be  trouble  in 
mining  circles  next  spring  over  the  wage  adjust¬ 
ment  and  are  preparing  to  stock  considerable  coal 
as  an  emergency  supply.  One  or  two  of  the  large 
brewing  companies  are  said  to  be  taking  in  coal 
for  storage  at  this  time. 


The  St.  Louis  Coal  Market. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Dec.  7. — (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Cooler  weather  has  had  a  tendency  to 
strengthen  the  price  of  standard  coal  in  this  mar¬ 
ket  the  past  week.  The  car  supply  seems  to  have 
improved  considerably  the  last  few  days  and  gen¬ 
erally  the  situation  is  much  more  satisfactory 
than  it  has  been  for  some  time  past. 

Prices  on  car-lot  business  are  as  follows  f.  o.  b. 
East  St.  Louis,  Ill. : 


Description.  Per  ton 

Trenton  . $2.25 

Carterville  .  2.25 

Staunton  .  1.60 

Standard  shaker  screen  .  1.30 

Standard  flat  bar  .  1.20 

Standard  mine-run  .  l.io 

Standard  screenings  . 45 


Operators  in  the  Arkansas  semi-anthracite  fields 
have  advanced  the  price  of  mine-run  coal  to  $2.00 
per  ton  and  $2.50  per  ton  for  lump  and  egg  f.  o.  b. 
mine.  Reports  from  this  field  indicate  an  im¬ 
provement  in  the  car  supply. 

The  retail  situation  is  about  the  same  as  last 
week,  prices  remaining  as  follows : 


Description.  Per  bu. 

Trenton  . $0.15 

Carterville  lump  and  egg . 15 

Staunton  and  Mt.  Olive  . 13 

Standard  . tl 

Per  ton 

Anthracite  grate  . $8.25 

Anthracite  stove,  chestnut,  egg .  8.50 


A  fire  was  discovered  in  one  of  the  rooms 
in  the  O’Gara  Coal  Co.  mine  No.  4  at  Harris¬ 
burg,  Ill.,  on  Saturday  of  last  week. 

There  are  a  great  many  rumors  in  circulation 
in  regard  to  the  consolidation  of  a  number  of 
mines  tributary  to  the  St.  Louis  market,  but  as 
none  of  the  talked  of  deals  has  been  consum¬ 
mated  it  is  impossible  to  secure  tangible  informa¬ 
tion  at  this  writing. 

Vincent  M.  Kerens,  president  of  the  Kerens- 
Donnewald  Coal  Co.,  returned  to  the  city  last 
week  after  an  absence  of  about  six  months,  dur¬ 
ing  which  time  he  has  been  traveling  in  Europe. 
The  mine  of  the  company,  which  is  located  at 
Worden,  Ill.,  on  the  Wabash  and  is  one  of  the 
largest  in  the  Staunton  district,  has  been  reopened 
and  the  company  is  shipping  its  product  to  the 
Chicago  market  this  season. 


Beech  Creek  Tonnage. 

Coal  tonnage  originating  on  the  Beech  Creek 
branch  of  the  New  York  Central  railroad  for 
the  week  ending  November  twenty-first  amounted 
to  170,383  tons,  making  the  total  to  date  for  the 
year  8,034,102  tons,  compared  with  6,518,770  tons 
for  the  same  period  in  1904.  This  is  an  increase 
of  1,515,332  tons. 

Coke  tonnage  for  the  same  week  amounted  to 
3,222  tons,  making  the  total  this  year  to  that  date 
80,852  tons  as  compared  with  23,754  tons  during 
the  same  period  in  1904. 


Wagon  Prices  at  Chicago. 


ANTHRACITE. 

Grate  .  $6.50 

Stove  .  6.75 

Chestnut  .  6.75 

Egg  .  6.75 

BITUMINOUS. 

Smokeless  lump  .  $5.25 

Smokeless  run-of-mine .  3.75 

Hocking  lump .  4.50 

Hocking  nut  .  4.00 

Illinois  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.50 

Indiana  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.50 

Wilmington  chunks  .  4.00 

No.  1  washed  nut .  4.25 

Brazil  block .  4.00 

Jackson  Hill  Ohio .  5.00 

Cannel  lump  .  6.25 

Smithing  .  5.00 

West  Virginia  splint .  4.50 

Gas-house  coke  .  5.50 


V 

David  Ingle,  the  well  known  Indiana  operator, 
owning  mines  at  Oakland  City,  Ind.,  has  donated 
a  car  of  coal  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  at  Louisville, 
Ky.,  the  Southern  railway  hauling  the  coal  from 
the  mines  to  Louisville  free  of  charge. 
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Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East, 


Office  of  T he  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  Dec.  7th. 

The  colder  weather  during  the  week  has  had 
a  tendency  to  increase  the  demand  for  domestic 
sizes  of  anthracite,  in  practically  all  eastern  mar¬ 
kets.  More  orders  continue  to  reach  the  sales 
agents  than  can  be  shipped.  This  accumulation 
of  business  means  that  the  trade  will  not  be  able 
to  secure  coal  promptly,  and  in  fact,  the  time  when 
shipping  companies  will  be  caught  up  with  their 
business  has  now  been  postponed  to  some  indefi¬ 
nite  date  in  the  future.  On  the  other  hand,  both 
retailers  and  consumers  are  urging  that  coal  be 
forwarded  to  them  very  promptly.  This  is  caus¬ 
ing  shippers  much  distress  at  times,  owing  to  their 
inability  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the 
situation.  Transportation  continues  to  be  the  fea¬ 
ture  of  the  situation,  and  owing  to  a  lack  of  equip¬ 
ment  and  motive  power,  the  railroads  are  unable 
to  move  the  tonnage  of  coal  desired.  Most  of  the 
coal  carrying  roads  are  so  far  behind  in  ship¬ 
ments  that  they  are  preventing  any  cars  from 
leaving  main  line  roads,  where  the  demand  for 
tonnage  is  the  greatest. 

Tidewater  Supplied  with  Coal. 

While  the  situation  as  to  transportation  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  more  or  less  critical,  it  is  thought 
that  with  open  weather  for  a  couple  of  weeks 
there  may  be  a  slight  improvement,  now  that  lake 
navigation  is  over.  A  few  cargoes  of  coal  prob¬ 
ably  went  forward  from  Buffalo  the  past  week  at 
owners’  risk,  but  this  coal  had  been  forwarded  to 
that  loading  port  and  cars  are  now  being  diverted 
to  the  all-rail  trade  in  the  east  and  in  the  west. 
Allowing  time  for  the  cars  engaged  in  the  lake 
trade  to  return  to  the  collieries,  in  the  course 
of  a  week  or  ten  days  there  should  be  some  ben¬ 
efits  to  all  shippers  as  a  result  of  the  close  of 
navigation. 

Shipping  ports  at  tidewater  are  all  well  sup¬ 
plied  with  coal,  and  all  the  needs  of  that  terri¬ 
tory  are  being  supplied  with  only  a  few  days’ 
delay  in  loading.  The  service  given  to  this  trade 
is  excellent  and  has  shown  an  improvement  re¬ 
cently.  Occasionally  a  shortage  of  certain  de¬ 
scriptions  of  coal  is  noted,  causing  slight  delays 
in  making  up  a  cargo.  Egg  size  is  affected  to 
the  least  extent  in  this  respect,  and  orders  are 
receiving  prompt  attention.  Chestnut  and  stove 
sizes  are  short  of  the  requirements  of  the  con¬ 
suming  trade  and  buyers  are  not  always  able  to 
obtain  all  the  tonnage  they  require  from  one 
source,  necessitating  considerable  shopping  around. 
The  stringency  in  the  supply  of  pea  coal  is  very 
noticeable,  this  description  being  largely  used, 
both  for  domestic  and  steam  purposes.  The  mar¬ 
ket  has  been  so  active  that  practically  all  the  ton¬ 
nage  available  has  been  cleaned  up.  Demand  con¬ 
tinues  quite  strong  and  is  being  supplied  as  rap¬ 
idly  as  possible  with  newly  mined  product  from 
the  collieries. 

The  production  of  anthracite  continues  to  be 
large,  particularly  when  the  shortage  of  cars  for 
loading  is  considered.  The  official  figures  of  ton¬ 
nage  for  November  are  not  yet  available,  but  it 
is  thought  they  will  show  an  aggregate  as  large 
as  that  in  October.  The  miners  are  inclined  to 
work  to  the  limit  of  their  ability,  and  if  the  car 
supply  was  more  adequate,  the  tonnage  might  be 


visibly  increased.  It  was  thought  that  owing  to 
the  near  approach  of  the  miners’  convention,  the 
miners  might  be  inclined  to  neglect  their  work 
and  to  hold  up  production,  but  no  evidence  of 
this  is  to  be  found.  As  a  matter  of  fact  there 
is  very  little  strike  talk  among  the  men  since 
President  John  Mitchell  left  the  region. 

Miners  Are  Not  Talking  Strike. 

Evidently  there  is  an  intention  on  the  part 
of  the  anthracite  miners  to  be  rather  conservative, 
this  being  indicated  by  the  guarded  manner  in 
which  the  district  leaders  express  themselves  for 
publication.  It  is  asserted  by  the  local  news¬ 
papers  in  the  anthracite  region  that  the  majority 
of  the  700  delegates  who  will  attend  the  Shamokin 
convention  next  week,  have  been  selected  without 
consideration  as  to  how  they  shall  vote. 

The  demand  for  coal  from  the  farther  eastern 
ports  is  showing  improvement  and  increased  ship¬ 
ments  are  going  forward.  All  the  shipping  com¬ 
panies  appear  to  have  enough  orders  from  that 
territory  to  keep  them  busy.  In  some  instances 
it  is  found  necessary  to  piece  out  available  stocks 
of  coal  to  meet  the  requirements  of  buyers.  The 
trade  local  to  sound  ports  on  inlets  and  navigable 
streams  is  making  a  special  effort  to  get  a  supply 
of  coal  before  ice  makes.  The  farther  eastern 
shoal-water  ports  already  are  closed  with  ice.  At 
local  harbor  points  demand  is  very  active,  and 
dealers  are  urging  coal  forward,  which  is  retarded 
in  some  cases  by  the  shortage  of  vessels  to  take 
it  from  the  loading  piers. 

Steam  sizes  of  anthracite  are  short  of  current 
requirements.  Never  before  in  the  history  of 
the  trade  was  there  such  a  shortage  of  these  sizes 
of  coal  so  early  in  the  season,  which  is  cumulative 
evidence  that  a  considerable  tonnage  is  going  into 
storage. 

Bituminous  Prices  Are  Higher. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  bituminous  trade  con¬ 
tinues  to  show  a  heavy  demand.  Apparently  there 
is  not  enough  coal  available  to  keep  current  quo¬ 
tations  down  to  contract  prices.  There  seems  to 
be  a  desire  on  the  part  of  consumers  to  exceed 
the  amount  of  coal  allotted  to  each  month,  which 
is  indicative  both  of  increased  consumption  and 
the  fact  that  users  of  the  product  desire  to  keep 
their  bins  well  filled.  It  is  thought  this  policy 
on  the  part  of  consumers  will  continue  till  April 
first.  It  is  difficult  for  producers  to  confine  large 
consumers  to  the  quota  allotted  under  contracts 
and  in  many  instances  they  are  overshipping  to  a 
degree  which  has  interfered  with  their  business 
on  free  coal.  Some  of  them  are  now  consider¬ 
ing  the  advisability  of  taking  a  decided  stand  on 
this  question,  confining  shipments  to  the  actual 
tonnage  purchased.  There  are  some  perplexing 
problems  in  connection  with  this  phase  of  the 
situation.  The  trade  located  at  near-by  ice-mak¬ 
ing  ports  is  absorbing  a  considerable  tonnage, 
which  is  quite  a  drain  on  the  available  supply. 
It  is  fair  that  this  class  of  business  should  be  pro¬ 
tected  so  far  as  possible  owing  to  the  difficulty 
experienced  in  getting  coal  forward  to  it  in  severe 
weather.  This  feature  will  not  continue  long, 
however,  as  ice  will  make  in  most  of  these  ports 
inside  of  ten  days  or  a  fortnight,  when  some  relief 
may  be  expected.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the 
consumption  of  bituminous  coal  throughout  the 


eastern  states  is  much  larger  than  it  was  expected 
at  the  beginning  of  the  mining  year.  This  has 
strengthened  the  market,  and  producers  in  re¬ 
viewing  the  situation  do  not  see  why  they  should 
not  take  advantage  of  the  conditions  and  obtain 
as  high  prices  as  possible  for  any  free  coal  which 
they  may  have  to  offer.  It  has  been  suggested 
that  there  should  be  a  more  strict  enforcement 
of  the  obligations;  that  it  would  be  well  to  hold 
consumers  down  to  the  limits  of  their  contract 
and  when  they  need  more  coal  than  the  monthly 
allotments  call  for,  that  they  pay  for  it  at  current 
market  prices.  This  clause  generally  is  not  en¬ 
forced  by  the  shipping  companies,  except  in  strin¬ 
gent  times,  such  as  prevail  at  present.  There  is 
no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  enforced  and  a 
general  movement  in  this  direction  undoubtedly 
would  be  of  benefit  to  every  one  connected  with 
the  trade,  showing  the  value  of  contracts  to 
buyers  and  making  them  more  anxious  next  year 
to  enter  into  such  obligations  early  in  the  season. 

Some  Export  Inquiry  Reported. 

Considerable  inquiry  for  coal  for  export  is  ap¬ 
parent  at  the  moment.  These  inquiries  are  com¬ 
ing  from  different  quarters  and  orders  are  ac¬ 
cumulating  with  commission  merchants  who 
accept  this  class  of  business,  the  latter  not  having 
contracts  with  producing  companies  are  not  in¬ 
clined  to  pay  the  advanced  prices  ruling  at  pres¬ 
ent,  which  is  resulting  in  many  of  these  orders 
remaining  unshipped.  The  strong  market  at  pres¬ 
ent  may  continue  to  delay  such  shipments  until 
the  pressure  for  coal  forces  buyers  to  pay  pre¬ 
vailing  prices. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  shows  a  heavy  demand, 
with  prices  on  the  few  cargoes  available  slightly 
higher  than  they  were.  Shipments  to  that  terri¬ 
tory  are  thoroughly  satisfactory,  although  they 
seem  to  have  made  little  impression  in  meeting 
the  requirements  of  the  market.  At  ports  along 
the  sound  the  requirements  are  greater  than  can 
be  supplied.  Ice-making  ports  in  that  territory 
are  being  supplied  with  coal  as  freely  as  possible 
in  order  to  take  care  of  this  class  of  business 
before  navigation  closes.  Consumers  in  that  ter¬ 
ritory  occupy  a  somewhat  precarious  position,  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  fact  that  they  did  not  take  in  a  larger 
tonnage  during  the  summer,  when  they  were  urged 
to  do  so  by  the  shipping  companies  and  when 
vessel  rates  were  low. 

In  New  York  harbor  there  is  a  steady  demand 
which  is  absorbing  all  the  coal  available  at  strong 
prices.  Current  quotations  on  the  ordinary  steam 
coals  rule  at  $2.90  f.  o.  b.  the  shipping  ports,  as 
a  minimum.  There  is  no  accumulation  of  coal  at 
any  point  in  the  harbor,  and  when  it  arrives  and 
is  not  promptly  disposed  of,  is  shipped  to  the 
eastern  ports,  where  the  demand  is  still  more 
active.  All-rail  business  is  heavy  and  producers 
are  taking  orders  they  can  conveniently  supply, 
turning  down  those  in  excess  of  available  tonnage. 
The  car  supply  with  all  shippers  is  limited,  and 
is  curtailing  shipments  greatly. 

Transportation  from  the  mines  is  on  schedule 
time.  In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  craft  of  all 
kinds  are  in  full  supply.  We  quote  current  rates 
from  Philadelphia  as  follows;  Boston,  Salem  and 
Portland,  80c;  sound  ports,  65@70c;  Portsmouth, 
85c;  New  York  to  around  the  cape,  60c. 


Market  ^lews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  7. — (^Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Insurance  of  lake  vessels  of  the  better 
class,  which  expired  on  December  fifth,  has  been 
extended  to  the  tenth  and  as  a  result  coal  load¬ 
ing  from  the  lake  docks  will  go  on  until  midnight 
of  Saturday.  The  Lehigh  Valley,  Erie  and  Del¬ 
aware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  will  load  several 
cargoes  yet,  but  the  trestles  will  be  closed  for 
the  season  with  the  end  of  this  week.  In  ac¬ 
cordance  with  its  usual  custom  the  Philadelphia 
&  Reading  closed  down  on  November  thirtieth. 
D.  L.  Tuttle,  the  general  sales  agent,  has  made 


this  a  practice  for  several  years  now  and  declares 
that  to  do  so  prevents  a  good  bit  of  worry  as 
to  possible  results  from  late  starting  of  boats  up 
the  lake.  The  last  boat  to  clear  from  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  &  Reading  docks  was  the  Montezuma, 
with  4,500  tons  for  Chicago. 

With  the  near  approach  of  the  close  of  navi¬ 
gation  comes  a  feeling  of  relief  to  local  shippers, 
for  they  are  confident  that  the  car  shortage  which 
has  been  so  severe  a  drawback  to  business  will 
be  in  a  measure  at  least  relieved.  Retailers  are 
advised,  however,  not  to  place  too  much  confi¬ 


dence  in  this  optimistic  opinion,  for  box  cars  are 
still  used  exclusively  for  rail  shipments  west  of 
Buffalo  and  the  lake  trade  requires  the  bringing 
forward  of  coal  in  gondolas,  so  that  the  close  of 
navigation  will  not  really  provide  the  sort  of 
cars  available  for  rail  shipment. 

Chestnut  Coal  in  Short  Supply. 

There  is  a  pressing  and  increasing  demand  for 
chestnut,  and  agents  are  wondering  how  the  de¬ 
mand  is  to  be  met  Every  mail  brings  hosts  of 
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letters,  some  pleading  in  tone,  others  imperative, 
Some  of  these  applicants  for  favor  are  philosoph¬ 
ical,  others  petulant.  It  is  observable  that  the 
names  of  the  more  conciliatory  writers  appear 
most  often  on  the  manifests  made  out  in  the  sales 
agents’  offices. 

F.  W.  Minton,  of  Detroit,  Michigan  agent  of 
the  Philadelphia  &  Reading,  was  in  the  city  this 
week  in  consultation  with  the  local  representa¬ 
tive.  Chestnut  coal  and  the  best  manner  in  which 
to  obtain  it  constituted  the  principal  subject  at 
this  conference. 

Retail  trade  is  good  and  will  so  continue  from 
now  on  until  well  into  February,  as  consumers 
of  stove  and  chestnut  will  have  an  open  market 
until  about  that  time.  Then  users  of  the  larger 
sizes  will  be  ready  to  replenish  their  supply  and 
trade  will  be  more  divided.  Brisk  winter  weather 
has  strengthened  the  local  demand  and  retailers 
have  about  all  the  business  they  can  attend  to  sat¬ 
isfactorily. 

There  is  a  noticeably  increasing  demand  for 
anthracite  screenings.  Owners  of  apartment 
houses  are  now  using  this  fuel  in  connection  with 
bituminous  coal,  in  large  quantities,  as  it  is  clean¬ 
er,  there  is  far  less  smoke  and  with  the  force 
drafts  which  are  coming  into  general  use,  better 
returns  for  the  fuel  outlay  are  secured. 

A.  A.  Fay,  of  Brockton,  N.  Y.,  a  well-known 
dealer,  was  a  visitor  in  the  city  this  week. 

Lake  Shipments  Are  Heavy. 

Lake  shipments  for  the  week  amounted  to  97,- 
775  tons,  distributed  as  follows: 


Chicago  . 55,t)00 

.Milwaukee  . 25,000 

"Windsor  .  800 

Gladstone  .  1,500 

Port  Huron  .  1,000 

Port  Colborne  .  175 

Toledo  .  1,600 


Bidding  for  lake  tonnage  has  been  brisk  during 
the  closing  week  of  lake  navigation,  Chicago 
rates  going  as  high  as  eighty  cents.  Wild  boats 
which  will  take  chances  on  sailing  without  insur¬ 
ance,  have  been  offered  at  seventy  cents.  Con¬ 
siderable  confusion  was  caused  in  local  offices  by 
the  late  storm,  so  many  vessels  being  put  out  of 
business  that  tonnage  has  been  somewhat  shy  in 
the  market. 

The  bituminous  trade  has  settled  to  something 
like  a  steady  basis  at  prices  quoted  last  week. 
Reports  from  the  mines  are  to  the  effect  that  they 
are  running  at  from  fifty  to  sevaity-five  per  cent 
of  their  normal  capacity,  which  is  an  improvement. 

To  Head  E.  L.  Hedstrom  Co. 

Advices  obtained  in  the  local  office  of  the  E.  L. 
Hedstrom  Coal  Co.  are  to  the  effect  that  Michael 
R.  Kelley  and  Walter  Frazer  Brown  are  to  be 
placed  in  charge  of  the  Chicago  office,  owing  to 
the  recent  death  of  Manager  John  H.  Brown.  ‘ 
Clark  T.  Roberts,  of  the  local  company  goes  to 
Chicago  in  an  advisory  capacity  at  once.  It  is 
supposed  that  his  stay  will  be  temporary,  but 
it  may  be  permanent. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Dec.  8. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  demand  for  anthracite  im¬ 
proves  as  the  season  advances.  The  requirements 
for  the  domestic  sizes  are  showing  a  daily  in¬ 
crease,  with  a  large  accumulation  of  orders  in  the 
hands  of  shippers  which  it  is  impossible  to  fill 
promptly.  On  the  special  coals  no  promises  as 
to  delivery  can  be  made  and  a  considerable  pro¬ 
portion  of  this  tonnage  is  likely  to  remain  un¬ 
shipped  or  it  must  be  renewed  from  month  to 
month.  That  these  strong  conditions  are  likely 
to  continue,  especially  when  bad  weather  inter¬ 
feres,  when  they  may  become  accentuated,  is  gen¬ 
erally  accepted  as  an  established  fact.  With  these 
conditions  confronting  the  trade  it  is  evident  that 
a  large  number  of  orders  will  remain  upon  the 
books  of  the  shippers  to  be  carried  over  well  into 
winter,  although  relief  even  then  is  not  a  cer¬ 
tainty  this  year. 

The  distributing  companies  are  still  greatly 
hampered  in  moving  the  tonnage  forward  by  the 
shortage  of  cars,  which  up  to  the  present,  has 
shown  no  tendency  to  improve.  In  order  to  ob¬ 
tain  the  greatest  service  from  the  equipment  un¬ 
der  control  of  the  railroad,  the  latter  are  not  per¬ 
mitting  any  of  it  to  go  to  foreign  roads.  While 


the  demand  from  rail  territory  continues  very 
large,  owing  to  the  curtailed  tonnage  shipped, 
yet  the  present  policy  must  be  adhered  to  in  or¬ 
der  to  maintain  an  efficiency  in  transportation  en¬ 
abling  coal  companies  to  produce  as  much  coal 
as  possible.  In  addition  trade  at  the  shipping 
ports  is  in  need  of  more  coal  than  it  is  receiv¬ 
ing  and  more  attention  is  being  given  to  it  at 
this  time.  Coastwise  demand  is  also  heavy,  be- 
in^  inclined  to  increase  orders  remaining  un¬ 
shipped.  A  large  volume  of  business  is  being 
transacted  at  retail,  at  all  important  centers,  the 
requirements  apparently  exceeding  those  of  a 
year  ago. 

Bituminous  Is  in  Short  Supply. 

In  the  bituminous  market  there  is  no  indica¬ 
tion  of  an  increase  in  the  movement  of  coal  from 
the  mines,  the  supply  still  being  short  of  the  de¬ 
mand.  1  he  situation  is  one  where  orders  are 
being  forced  upon  producers  to  such  an  extent 
that  they  are  preventing  the  shipment  of  coal 
to  be  made  in  sufficient  quantity  to  satisfy  cur¬ 
rent  demand. 

It  is  possible  that  through  delays,  in  shipments, 
buyers  are  more  concerned  than  is  necessary,  ow¬ 
ing  to  fear  of  a  phortage  in  the  supply,  and  are 
in  consequence  ordering  more  coal  than  they 
really  need ;  also  that  they  are  duplicating  orders 
in  different  shippers’  hands  with  a  view  to  secur¬ 
ing  earlier  movement.  The  tonnage  of  coal  go¬ 
ing  to  tidewater  ports  is  fairly  large,  due  to  the 
good  transportation,  the  bulk  of  the  tonnage  from 
the  mines  going  in  this  direction.  There  being 
no  surplus  stock  at  these  ports  it  is  evident 
that  the  demand  is  absorbing  the  heavy  arrivals, 
although  a  considerable  proportion  of  it  is  re¬ 
shipped  to  the  sound  and  farther  eastern  ports, 
which  are  absorbing  all  the  tonnage  offered. 

Ihe  larger  demand  for  Pennsylvania  coals  at 
the  seaboard  in  the  east  is  likely  to  continue  dur¬ 
ing  the  entire  winter.  This  should  be  of  some 
importance  to  producers  of  this  grade  of  coal  in 
securing  contracts  next  spring,  when  they  will 
be  merely  gettilig  back  some  of  the  business  that 
formerly  belonged  to  them.  Prices  on  ordinary 
steam  grades  range  at  $1.50@1.70  per  ton  at- the 
mines.  But  few  orders  are  being  accepted  be¬ 
low  the  higher  figures,  shippers  not  caring  to 
obligate  themselves  otherwise. 


The  J\lew  England  Trade. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Dec.  8. —  {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Favorable  weather  conditions  prevailing 
during  the  past  week,  greatly  increased  the  con¬ 
sumption  of  anthracite  and  are  having  a  good 
effect  upon  the  general  market  in  this  territory, 
which  is  now  quite  active.  Wholesale  houses  here 
and  at  other  Atlantic  ports,  in  most  cases  have 
more  orders  for  shipment  to  local  and  inland 
points  than  can  be  delivered  promptly.  Many  of 
the  inland  towns  farther  east,  which  usually  re¬ 
ceive  their  coal  from  tidewater  discharging  ports, 
are  not  fully  supplied  this  year,  owing  to  the 
heavy  demand  generally  and  the  delay  in  placing 
orders  sufficiently  early  to  permit  of  delivery. 
These  conditions  also  apply  to  sound  ports,  where 
the  movement  inland  is  so  slow  as  to  cause  seri¬ 
ous  congestion  at  all  discharging  ports.  New 
Haven  is  probably  slightly  easier  than  any  other 
point,  while  Providence  is  said  to  have  40,000  tons 
of  coal  in  cargoes,  of  all  kinds,  waiting  for  berth 
room.  The  detention  on  vessels  there  is  any¬ 
where  from  ten  days  to  two  weeks.  Coal  in 
reaching  destination  is  greatly  hampered  owing 
to  the  lack  of  discharging  facilities  and  the  in¬ 
adequate  supply  of  cars  for  loading  at  the 
wharves.  The  continued  large  movement  of  coal 
and  the  conditions  connected  with  handling  it  at 
points  of  destination  and  transfer  are  of  such  a 
character  that  but  little  improvement  is  to  be 
expected  in  the  near  future.  Prices  are  naturally 
strong  and  individual  product,  especially  in  the 
steam  grades  is  commanding  a  premium  of  ten 
to  twenty-five  cents  per  ton  for  prompt  ship¬ 
ment.  The  new  prices  ruling  at  retail  in  this 
city  are  $7.25  for  stove  and  chestnut;  $7.00  for 
egg;  $6.50  for  furnace;  Franklin,  $8.50;  Shamo- 
kin,  $7.50;  pea,  $5.25. 

Bituminous  Arrivals  Are  Heavy. 

The  large  tonnage  of  bituminous  coal  arriv¬ 
ing  in  this  harbor,  due  to  the'  favorable  weather 
during  the  week,  is  severely  taxing  the  discharg¬ 


ing  equipment.  It  is  said  it  amounts  to  about  60,- 
000  tons.  The  long  detention  before  vessels  can 
be  unloaded,  taking  ten  to  twelve  days  and  over, 
will  greatly  retard  the  craft  in  getting  back  to 
loading  ports,  delaying  shipments  accordingly. 
Most  of  this  coal  will  apply  on  contracts  and 
where  it  goes  to  private  docks  quick  discharging 
is  customary,  but  the  greater  number  of  cargoes 
being  consigned  to  public  docks,  among  them  be¬ 
ing  several  consisting  of  the  cheaper  grades, 
which  are  being  held  for  spot  offers,  the  situation 
is  very  distressing  to  captains.  The  prices  at 
which  the  cheaper  coals  on  the  market  are  being 
offered  show  a  range  of  $3.25@3.50  alongside, 
which  is  by  no  means  a  low  figure,  as  this  coal 
is  shipped  from  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,  from 
which  points  through  rail  freights  are  lower  than 
to  other  ports.  At  these  figures  the  coal  nets 
$2.45@2.70  f.  o.  b.  shipping  ports.  The  all-rail 
requirements  are  heavy,  though  shipments  are 
comparatively  light,  due  to  the  coal  roads  being 
short  of  equipment.  They  will  not  permit  cars 
to  leave  their  systems.  In  instances  where  con¬ 
sumers  have  secured  from  the  New  Haven  road 
empty  cars  for  loading  at  the  mines  they  have 
been  advised  by  shippers  not  to  let  such  cars  go 
forward,  as  they  would  be  absorbed  by  the  main 
line  road  before  reaching  their  destination.  Ves¬ 
sels  seem  plentiful  and  rates  are  about  80c  around 
the  cape  from  all  the  lower  ports  and  60c  from 
New  York. 


Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

Reported  by  W.  'W.  Battle  &  Co.,  ship  and 
steamship  brokers.  Produce  Exchange,  New  York. 
Grain  and  cotton  freights  hold  firm,  firmer  than 
they  were  a  week  ago,  and  tonnage  is  still  scarce. 
Unfortunately  coal  orders  are  also  scarce,  ap¬ 
parently  owing  to  the  fact  that  shippers  are  not 
inclined  to  look  for  new  business,  owing  to  the 
difficulty  they  experience  on  account  of  the  scarc¬ 
ity  of  cars.  The  fact  that  a  large  number  of 
shippers  have  arranged  long  term  contracts  for 
transportation  at  considerably  under  today’s  mar¬ 
ket  quotations  also  contributes  to  the  lightness 
of  demand. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer,  as 
follows :  $1.50@1.55  to  Havana  or  Matanzas ; 

$2.00@2.10  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua  ;  $1.60@1.7o  to 
Cienfuegos;  $1.70@1.75  to  Daiquiri;  $1.75@1.S0  to 
Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $1.65@1.75  and  p.  c.  to 
Curacao;  $1.80@1.90  to  St.  Thomas;  $1.90(^2.00 
to  St.  Lucia;  $2.00(g2.10  to  Barbados;  $1.60  to 
Kingston;  $1.85(gl.90  to  'Vera  Cruz;  $1.85(gl.90 
to  Tampico;  17s(gl8s  to  Buenos  Ayres;  18s@19s 
to  Rosario;  17s(gl8s  to  Rio;  18s(gl9s  to  Santos; 
12s  6d(gl3s  6d  to  a  direct  port  in  the  Mediterra¬ 
nean  not  east  of  the  west  coast  of  Italy,  Spain  ex¬ 
cluded;  $5.25(^5.50  and  discharged  to  Manila; 
$5.50(^5.75  to  Japanese  ports. 


Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  &  Coal 
Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  transported 
over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  December 
second,  the  corresponding  week  last  year,  the 
year  to  date  and  the  corresponding  period  in  1904 : 
Week  ending  Dec.  2,  1905...  19,730  20,517  40.247 

Corresponding  week,  1904 _  12,353  26.009  38,361 

Total  for  1905  . 680,311  931,376  1,611,687 

Corresponding  period,  1904 .  .531,797  1,018,557  1,550,354 

In  an  order  issued  by  the  New  York,  New 
Haven  &  Hartford  railroad,  the  office  of  assistant 
general  superintendent  at  New  Haven  is  abolished 
and  all  communications  and  reports  will  hereafter 
be  sent  to  General  Superintendent  O.  M.  Shepard. 
The  office,  which  will  cease  to  exist  December 
first,  has  been  filled  by  J.  A.  Warner. 

V 

II.  Van  Mater,  of  the  Green  Canon  Coal  Co., 
operating  mines  near  Boulder,  Colo.,  recently 
made  an  offer  of  $50,000  cash  for  the  property  to 
the  Continental  Trust  Co.,  Denver,  which  is  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  receivers.  Creditors  and 
others  agreed  that  this  was  not  sufficient,  and 
the  court  directed  the  company  not  to  accept  the 
offer. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


Thomas  Baird,  of  Shenandoah,  Pa.,  aged  sixty- 
five  years  who  had  been  superintendent  of  the 
Thomas  Coal  Co.,  recently  acquired  by  Madeira, 
Hill  &  Co.,  for  twenty  years,  died  suddenly  on 
Wednesday  of  last  week. 

Commissioner  Featherstone,  of  the  dock  and 
ferry  department  of  New  York  city,  is  soliciting 
estimates  on  20,000  tons  of  pea  anthracite,  to 
be  delivered  at  St.  George,  S.  L  Bids  will  be 
received  up  to  December  fifteenth. 

The  Wyoming  Valley  Coal  Co.  stock  was  bid 
up  one  day  last  week  on  the  Philadelphia  stock 
exchange  from  2  to  7  without  sales.  This  is  the 
first  time  that  this  stock  has  been  quoted  in  the 
last  seven  or  eight  years.  The  company  is  owned 
by  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co. 

George  F.  Lesher,  for  the  past  ten  years  in  the 
employ  of  the  Morrisdale  Coal  Co.,  at  Philadel¬ 
phia,  m  various  capacities  has  been  appointed  to 
take  charge  of  the  New  York  office  to  succeed  B. 
A.  Starr  Jr.,  deceased.  Mr.  Lesher  is  a  native  of 
Philadelphia  and  enters  his  new  position  under 
favorable  auspices  and  with  the  good  wishes  of  a 
large  circle  of  friends. 

H.  G.  Ely,  formerly  general  eastern  sales  agent 
of  Coxe  Brothers  &  Co.,  Inc.,  terminated  his  con¬ 
nection  with  the  company  on  Monday,  November 
twenty-seventh.  The  offices  of  the  company  at 
143  Liberty  street.  New  York,  are  now  closed,  the 
business  having  been  taken  over  by  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Coal  Co.,  together  with  a  number  of  em¬ 
ployes  identified  with  the  different  departments. 

The  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.’s 
financial  statement  for  October  shows  the  follow¬ 
ing  :  Receipts,  $3,747,594 ;  increase,  compared  with 
October  last  year,  $524,187 ;  net  earnings,  $322,- 
151 ;  decrease,  $25,262.  Receipts  for  the  first  four 
months  of  the  fiscal  year  from  July  were  $10,439,- 
030;  increase  over  the  same  period  in  1904, 
$624,695;  net  earnings,  $566,649;  increase,  $5,816. 

The  new  company  which  is  to  take  over  the 
properties  of  the  United  Traction  Co.  of  Albany, 
in  the  interest  of  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Co.,  in¬ 
volving  a  cash  outlay  of  $7,500,000,  will  be  known 
as  the  Northern  New  York  Traction  Co.  So  far 
over  ninety-nine  per  cent  of  the  stock  of  the 
United  Traction  Co.  has  been  deposited  with  the 
National  Commercial  bank  of  Albany,  under  the 
terms  of  purchase,  150  for  the  old  stock. 

The  Delaware  &  Hudson  Co.  has  purchased 
during  the  week,  the  Quebec  Southern  and  South 
Shore  railway  companies  which  were  recently 
sold  at  judicial  sale  for  $1,051,000.  It  is  under¬ 
stood  the  lines  will  be  extended  to  Levis,  opposite 
Quebec.  The  companies  own  two  small  railroads 
in  the  province  of  Quebec,  Canada.  Their  lines 
run  from  Sovel  to  Noyan,  eighty-nine  miles,  also 
from  St.  Lamberts  .to  St.  Francois,  with  a  branch 
fifty-five  miles,  having  a  total  of  144  miles. 

T.  B.  Davis  Jr.,  vice-president  of  the  Davis  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  New  York,  left  the  first  of  the  week 
for  Baltimore,  and  will  leave  later  for  the  com¬ 
pany’s  property  in  West  Virginia.  This  is  his 
first  trip  of  inspection  since  his  recent  election  to 
the  office  of  vice-president  and  his  efforts  at  this 
time  are  to  become  familiar  with  the  exact  state 
of  affairs  pertaining  to  the  company’s  interests,  in 
order  to  formulate  a  policy  of  development  which 
will  materially  extend  its  business  in  the  different 
markets  both  eastern  and  western. 

The  first  appearance  of  ice  on  Thursday  of  last 
week  along  the  shore  of  the  Delaware  river  was 
not  looked  upon  by  Philadelphia  shippers  in  a 
thankful  spirit.  They  remembered  their  unpleas¬ 
ant  and  expensive  experience  last  winter.  Ice  also 
formed  in  the  docks  along  the  Pennsylvania  shore, 
where  vessels  lay  at  anchor  coated  with  it.  The 
hope  prevails  among  shippers  that  the  new  ice 
boat  which  is  now  under  construction  will  be 
ready  for  service  in  keeping  the  channel  open  this 
winter.  The  boat  cost  $350,000  and  was  to  be 
placed  in  commission  on  December  fifteenth,  but 
will  be  delayed  by  difficulties  encountered  in  se¬ 
curing  certain  material. 

In  the  past  there  has  been  much  complaint  from 
Riverside  drive  residents,  at  the  smoke  nuisance 
from  across  the  river,  but  this  seems  now  to  be 


a  forgotten  grievance,  since  the  indiscriminate 
whistling  of  the  North  river  tug  boats  at  night 
disturbs  the  quiet  so  that  people  can  not  sleep.  At 
least  that  is  what  Mrs.  Isaac  L.  Rice  says,  who  is 
one  of  the  residents  there,  and  has  called  the 
attention  of  the  Port  Authority  Stranahan  to 
the  racket  and  noise  made  by  the  whistles  of  the 
North  river  craft.  Riverside  drive  grants  that 
tugs  must  whistle,  but  it  does  not  see  why  the 
skippers  of  all  craft  should  make  such  a  racket 
when  no  tows  are  in  sight. 

The  winter  prices  in  the  retail  trade  at  New 
York  city  went  into  effect  on  December  first.  The 
usual  advance  of  twenty-five  cents  per  ton  on 
the  domestic  sizes,  pea,  buckwheat  and  bituminous 
coal  were  named  to  continue  during  the  winter 
and  meet  the  additional  cost  in  the  regular  de¬ 
livery  of  coal  to  all  consumers,  except  pea  and  No. 
1  and  2  buckwheat  to  the  steam  trade,  which  is 
advanced  only  ten  cents  per  ton.  Where  addi¬ 
tional  expenses  occur  in  very  heavy  carting,  re¬ 
quiring  extra  horses  and  men,  making  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  reduce  the  load,  as  was  the  case  last 
winter,  consumers  receiving  such  deliveries  will 
be  charged  according  to  the  amount  of  extra  ex¬ 
penses. 

The  coal  contracts  for  furnishing  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  charities  of  New  York  city,  with  approxi¬ 
mately  40,000  tons,  have  been  awarded  to  the  low¬ 
est  bidders,  who  were  as  follows;  8,000  tons  egg 
coal,  1,900  tons  stove,  14,000  tons  buckwheat,  J.  H. 
Meyer,  $5.80  and  $3.30,  respectively.  Meyer, 
Dencker  &  Hoerig  being  the  only  bidders  on  100 
tons  of  stove  and  1,800  tons  of  pea  coal,  requir¬ 
ing  special  delivery,  were  awarded  the  contract 
at  $6.00  and  $3.90,  respectively.  Bituminous  coal, 
14,000  tons;  gas  coal,  800  tons;  A.  M.  Witten¬ 
berg,  $3.19  and  $3.59,  respectively;  George  D. 
Harris  &  Co.,  $3.75  and  $4.00.  While  the  deliv¬ 
eries  run  over  the  ensuing  year  the  insertion  of  a 
strike  clause  in  the  contracts  was  not  permitted. 

Owing  to  a  defective  hose,  which  burst  repeat¬ 
edly,  a  fire  that  should  have  been  quickly  extin¬ 
guished  gained  rapid  headway  early  on  P'riday 
morning  of  last  week,  destroying  a  large  amount 
of  valuable  property,  including  the  coal  plant  of 
J.  Eltz  &  Son,  555  West  Fifty-fifth  street.  New 
York  city.  In  addition  to  the  loss  of  his  coal 
plant  by  fire,  fourteen  horses  out  of  the  thirty-one 
in  the  stable  were  burned  to  death.  The  loss  will 
amount  to  about  $20,000.  Joseph  Casey,  the 
watchman,  was  in  another  part  of  the  yard  when 
the  flames  were  noticed  by  one  of  the  employes 
in  the  stable,  who  gave  the  alarm,  and  several 
drivers  for  Mr.  Eltz  and  two  patrolmen  assisted 
in  releasing  seventeen  horses  from  the  stable.  Mr. 
Mulhernj  a  driver,  was  badly  burned  on  his  face 
and  hands  in  saving  a  valuable  trotter.  He  was 
taken  to  Roosevelt  hospital :  The  fire  loss  will  be 
a  considerable  embarrassment  to  the  firm  until 
temporary  equipment  can  be  installed  to  furnish 
coal  to  the  trade. 

Benjamin  A.  Starr  Jr.,  who  had  been  identified 
with  the  coal  trade  practically  all  his  life,  died 
suddenly  on  Saturday  morning,  December  second, 
at  8  ;30  o’clock,  as  a  result  of  a  stroke  of  apoplexy, 
which  attacked  him  on  Friday  evening,  the  pre¬ 
vious  day.  Mr.  Starr  suffered  from  a  similar 
stroke  early  in  the  summer,  and  while  his  case 
at  that  time  was  thought  to  be  serious,  he  recov¬ 
ered,  and  after  a  period  of  recuperation  on  the 
Jersey  coast  returned  to  assume  his  duties  as 
New  York  manager  of  the  Morrisdale  Coal  Co. 
about  October  first,  apparently  entirely  recovered. 
The  first  symptoms  oi  a  possible  recurrence  of 
his  trouble  was  on  his  return  from  a  visit  to  his 
mother  at  Atlantic  City,  who  was  ill,  on  Satur¬ 
day  a  week  ago.  Leaving  there  for  his  home  in 
Plainfield,  N.  J.,  on  Sunday  evening,  he  was 
overcome  with  convulsions  while  on  the  train,  and 
when  it  arrived  at  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  he  was  taken 
to  the  hospital  at  that  place,  where  he  was  con¬ 
fined  until  his  death.  His  remains  were  removed 
to  Camden,  N.  J.,  the  home  of  his  parents  and 
place  of  birth,  from  where  the  funeral  services 
were  held  on  Tuesday  of  this  week  at  one  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon.  Fie  leaves  a  widow,  a  son  and 
a  daughter.  Mr.  Starr,  the  deceased,  entered  the 


employ  of  R.  B.  Wigton  &  Son,  at  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  as  a  boy,  working  his  way  up  to  an  impor¬ 
tant  position  in  the  office.  In  1892  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  manager  of  the  New  York  office,  which 
he  held  up  to  1895,  when  the  reorganization  of 
the  company  took  place,  it  having  since  been 
known  as  the  Morrisdale  Coal  Co.  With  the 
change  he  was  continued  as  manager  of  this  office. 
He  was  about  forty-five  years  of  age.  During  his 
connection  with  the  coal  trade  of  New  York,  he 
was  popularly  known  and  had  many  close  friends 
who  sincerely  regret  his  early  death. 

The  offices  of  the  W.  K.  Niver  Coal  Co.,  at 
Baltimore,  No.  1  Broadway  and  100  Broadway, 
New  York,  have  been  consolidated  at  11  Broad¬ 
way,  New  York  city,  which  in  the  future  will  be 
the  headquarters  of  the  company.  The  purpose 
of  getting  the  interests  and  executive  officers 
closer  together  was  the  principal  reason  for  mak¬ 
ing  this  move.  President  R.  A.  C.  Smith  of 
the  company  is  a  resident  of  New  York  and  his 
interests  are  largely  in  the  city,  while  D.  T.  Price, 
vice-president  and  general  manager,  has  had  offices 
at  Baltimore,  and  H.  G.  King,  treasurer,  has  had 
offices  at  100  Broadway  for  several  years,  prior 
to  the  opening  of  the  branch  office  for  the  coal 
company  in  charge  of  the  company’s  financial  in¬ 
terests.  The  company  now  has  a  splendid  suite 
of  offices,  with  ample  room  for  the  entire  staff, 
which  keeps  the  latter  in  daily  contact  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  increases  the  efficiency  of  the  organ¬ 
ization.  A  branch  office  will  be  maintained  at 
Baltimore,  in  charge  of  J.  Walter  Galloway.  The 
clerks  at  Baltimore  have  been  sent  to  the  offices 
at  New  York,  as  also  those  at  100  Broadway. 

The  new  steel  barge,  Delawanna,  in  tow  of  the 
tug  Scranton,  en  route  from  New  York  to  Bos¬ 
ton,  went  down  in  a  heavy  sea  at  8  :30  o’clock  on 
Thursday  night  of  last  week  about  eight  miles 
east  by  south  from  Minot’s  light,  with  all  on 
board.  Those  lost  were  Capt.  John  B.  Munsey, 
Mrs.  Munsey,  his  wife;  the  engineer  and  cook  of 
the  barge.  The  only  person  saved  was  Gustave 
Runner,  a  sailor,  who  saved  himself  by  good 
swimming  and  hanging  on  to  a  piece  of  wreckage 
and  a  pillow  which  came  within  his  reach,  re¬ 
maining  above  water  until  sighted  by  the  tug  and 
pulled  aboard.  The  barge  was  not  supposed  to  be 
in  danger  until  the  hawser  snapped,  when  she 
foundered,  and  while  the  tug  was  immediately 
turned  about  and  raced  for  the  boat,  no  sign  of 
her  could  be  seen.  After  a  further  search,  which 
proved  fruitless.  Captain  Pierce,  of  the  tug,  went 
to  Boston  and  reported  the  wreck.  The  Dela¬ 
wanna  was  owned  by  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna 
&  Western  railroad,  and  was  built  only  a  few 
months  ago  in  New  York  city  at  a  cost  of  $30,000. 
She  was  156  feet  long,  with  a  beam  of  34.5  feet 
and  a  depth  of  hold  of  16  feet.  The  barge  left 
New  York  on  Monday,  carrying  1,156  tons  of 
anthracite,  consigned  to  Boston. 

Acquisition  by  the  Gould  interests  of  the 
George’s  Creek  &  Cumberland  railroad,  it  is  un¬ 
derstood,  will  be  the  preliminary  step  in  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  line  by  the  Western  Maryland  rail¬ 
road  from  Cumberland,  Md.,  to  Pittsburg,  to  con¬ 
nect  with  the  Wabash  system.  The  line  of  sixty 
miles  from  Big  Pool,  opposite  Cherry  Run,  to 
Cumberland,  which  has  been  under  construction 
for  over  a  year,  will  be  completed  by  January 
first.  This  will  enable  the  West  Virginia  Central 
&  Pittsburg  to  connect  at  Cumberland  and  carry 
its  coal  tonnage  direct  to  tidewater  over  its  own 
lines.  Connection  will  also  be  made  the  first  of 
the  year  with  the  Coal  &  Coke  railroad  owned  by 
Henry  G.  Davis,  which  will  give  the  Western 
Maryland  a  through  and  direct  route  to  Charles¬ 
ton,  W.  Va.  The  George’s  Creek  road  is  forty- 
seven  miles  long  and  runs  from  Cumberland  to 
Lonaconing,  which  will  shorten  the  route  to 
Pittsburg  just  so  much.  It  is  evident  now  that 
the  Little  Kanawha  railroad  is  out  of  the  question, 
a  more  direct  route  will  be  chosen,  and  surveys 
are  now  being  made  in  the  Connellsville  region. 
If  this  plan  is  finally  adopted,  the  main  line  from 
Pittsburg  would  not  run  over  the  West  Virginia 
Central,  but  connect  with  it  at  Cumberland,  and 
would  be  a  valuable  feeder  of  coal  from  the  fields 
it  traverses  as  well  as  the  Coal  &  Coke  railroad. 
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Little  Letters  from  the  Retail  Dealers. 


Many  retailers  continue  to  make  complaint  con¬ 
cerning  the  shortage  of  cars  and  inability  to  get 
coal  through  when  required.  These  conditions 
seem  to  be  almost  universal  in  the  coal  consum¬ 
ing  territory. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Black  Diamond: 

“If  you  vvish  to  do  business  and  w'ant  to  sell 
coal,  you  will  have  to  see  that  the  Wabash  will 
furnish  cars.  We  have  been  waiting  three  weeks 
and  tried  six  mines  in  an  effort  to  get  coal.  We 
need  to  get  coal  and  can  not.  Our  customers  are 
suffering.  Montgomery,  Morris  &  Co. 

Hersman,  III. 

This  shows  the  extent  to  which  the  car  shortage 
is  interfering  with  the  business  of  retailers  at 
some  points.  The  dealer  is  in  the  same  position 
as  the  operator  in  the  matter  of  losses  from 
lack  of  sufficient  car  supply.  If  he  can  not  get 
coal,  his  fixed  charges  go  on  just  the  same  and 
he  is  out  of  pocket  whatever  it  cost  him  to  op¬ 
erate  his  yard,  such  as  the  employment  of  clerks, 
laborers  and  teamsters.  Generally,  it  is  difficult 
for  him  to  make  up  this  loss  in  any  way,  as 
prices  of  coal  are  so  well  established  at  retail  and 
there  is  so  much  competition  he  is  unable  to  ad¬ 
vance  his  prices  to  cover  this  additional  expense, 
which  occurs  during  a  period  when  he  has  no  in¬ 
come  or  when  there  is  a  strike.  The  best  rem¬ 
edy  is  to  stock  coal  at  a  time  when  it  is  plenti¬ 
ful  and  cheap  in  anticipation  of  strenuous  con¬ 
ditions  at  this  season  of  the  year.  (Editor.) 

Conditions  in  Illinois  Towns. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Black  Diamond: 

Everybody  in  the  country,  principally,  is  sup¬ 
plied  with  coal,  although  there  will  be  a  little 
business  till  spring  from  the  transient  trade. 
There  is  no  strike  talk  yet  in  this  locality.  The 
weather  is  very  fine  and  consumers  will  not  need 
much  coal  unless  it  turns  cold.  So  far  this  has 
been  a  Florida  winter  in  Central  Illinois.  A  close 
observer  would  predict  a  change  in  ’the  tempera¬ 
ture  soon,  but  possibly  this  bright,  fine  weather 
may  continue  till  Christmas.  If  it  does  the  ton¬ 
nage  of  coal  required  here  will  be  very  small. 

Yours  truly. 

Lake  City,  III.  L - . 

Evidently  consumers  at  Lake  City  have  been 
educated  to  buy  coal  when  it  can  be  had.  As 
a  consequence,  they  are  not  feeling  the  conditions 
at  this  time  that  exist  elsewhere. —  (Editor.) 

< 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Black  Diamond: 

A  great  deal  of  our  domestic  coal  was  deliv¬ 
ered  during  August  and  September  and  the  de- 
rnand  in  our  city  is  not  very  great  just  at  this 
time,  on  account  of  the  mildness  of  weather  we 
are  having  now. 

Rumors  of  strikes  have  not  as  yet  affected  our 
market  in  any  way,  but  the  shortage  of  cars  has 
had  a  tendency  to  advance  the  cost  of  producing 
coal  and  consequently  the  cost  to  the  consumer. 

Generally  speaking,  the  prospects  of  business 
this  winter  are  about  as  usual  and  all  of  our 
retailers  will  undoubtedly  have  all  they  can  do 
to  take  care  of  the  orders  as  soon  as  our  cold 
weather  comes. 

If  at  any  time  we  can  serve  you  further,  please 
advise.  Yours  truly, 

The  Bunch  Coal  Company. 

Little  Rock,  Ark.  R.  H.  McNair,  Manager. 

In  this  letter  attention  is  directed  to  an  im¬ 
portant  feature.  While  advances  may  occur  as  a 
result  of  a  shortage  of  cars,  operating  companies 
frequently  find  themselves  in  a  worse  position 
than  if  prices  were  steady  and  they  were  pro¬ 
ducing  nearly  a  normal  tonnage.  Where  they 
have  contracts  taken  in  the  summer  at  low  prices 
it  requires  all  the  tonnage  they  can  produce  to 
fill  them,  and  their  profit  is  no  greater  than  it 
was  at  that  time,  while  their  fixed  charges  are  im¬ 
measurably  heavier,  because  they  go  on  during 
all  the  time  that  the  mines  are  idle.  It  is  quite 
natural  under  these  circumstances  that  operating 
companies'  should  obtain  as  high  a  price  as  pos¬ 
sible,  in  order  that  they  may  break  even.  Neces¬ 
sity  compels  them  or  they  will  lose  money  both 
summer  and  winter.  Few  retailers  understand 
that  the  expense  of  an  idle  mine  is  from  $25  to 
$100  a  day.  Many  employes,  such  as  bookkeepers. 


engineers,  weighmen,  etc.,  are  employed  by  the 
month  and  receive  salary  whether  they  work  or 
not.  Then  the  mine  must  be  ventilated,  and  if 
it  is  wet  the  pumps  must  be  kept  going,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  which  there  are  interest  charges,  insur¬ 
ance  charges  and  many  other  items  of  expense. 
A  prolonged  car  shortage,  although  it  may  re¬ 
sult  in  higher  prices  on  spot  coal,  generally  is 
a  source  of  loss  to  all  concerned.  '(Editor.) 

Steam  Huskers  Require  Coal. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Black  Diamond: 

We  are  having  the  best  trade  in  bituminous  coal 
this  fall  and  winter  that  we  ever  had.  Our 
trade  is  increasing  every  year.  Farmers  are 
husking  most  of  their  corn  with  steam  huskers 
and  it  takes  lots  of  coal.  Our  trade  in  anthra¬ 
cite  is  good  and  is  also  increasing  some  every 
year.  The  talk  of  a  strike  does  not  affect  the 
buying  demand  any  yet. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Alden,  III.  Baldock  &  Son. 

The_  use  of  coal  for  furnishing  power  to  husk 
corn  is  a  new  field  of  consumption  and  when 
this  process  becomes  general  throughout  the  corn 
belt  will  be  a  feature  of  importance.  From  the 
tone  of  this  letter  it  is  evident  that  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness  at  Alden  is  in  a  prosperous  condition.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  it  will  continue  so. —  (Editor.) 

Conditions  at  Burlington,  Vt. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Black  Diamond: 

We  will  try  and  give  you  some  idea  of  the 
retail  coal  business  here  in  Burlington.  The 
business  is  done  by  six  concerns,  who  all  do 
more  or  less  wholesale  business  as  this  being  a 
water  as  well  as  rail  port,  many  of  the  interior 
towns  look  to  us  for  coal.  This  has  been  cut 
into  to  quite  an_  extent  in  the  last  year  by  the 
companies  reaching  out  and  taking  the  business 
themselves  direct. 

The  dealers  here  have  always  been  harmo¬ 
nious,  agreeing  upon  a  reasonable  price  in  the 
spring  and  holding  it  until  the  following  spring. 

While,  as  in  most  places,  there  have  been  those 
who  have  been  chiefly  engaged  in  calling  all 
coal  men  robbers,  and  trying  to  get  coal  for  them¬ 
selves  in  some  way  outside  of  the  regular  chan¬ 
nels  through  the  dealers,  they  have  never  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  getting  coal  until  this  year  when  they 


found  a  concern,  an  individual  operator,  to  sell 
them,  and  he  immediately  started  out  to  sell  coal 
from  the  cars,  and  being  under  absolutely  no  ex¬ 
pense  and  having  no  money  invested,  he  could 
sell  coal  much  less  than  we  and  then  make  a 
little. 

However,  their  career  at  this  time  was  short 
as  the  car  famine  came  on  in  time  to  cut  them 
off,  but  now  they  are  at  it  again  with  coal  bought 
from  the  D.  L.  &  W.  agency  at  Albany,  strange 
as  it  rnay  seem ;  and  the  excuse  given  for  selling 
them  is  that  there  is  a  coal  war  on  in  Rutland, 
sixty-seven  miles  from  here,  caused  by  one  of 
the  companies  selling  to  a  department  store,  and 
this  Albany  agency  declares  that  it  will  continue 
to  sell  to  individuals  here  in  Burlington  until 
this  Rutland  matter  is  closed  up,  but  what  the 
Burlington  dealers  are  wondering  at  is  why  we 
should  be  made  to  suffer  for  some  trouble  in 
Rutland,  and  we  have  suggested  that  they  fight 
them  upon  the  ground  where  the  trouble  is. 
What  the  outcome  will  be  is  hard  to  tell,  but  it 
is  very  annoying  to  see  our  business  spoiled  for 
the  shortcomings  of  others. 

We  can  see  no  effect  of  strike  talk  upon  the  de¬ 
mand  and  owing  to  the  open  weather  this  fall, 
many  have  delayed  putting  in  their  coal,  but 
most  of  the  dealers  have  been  fairly  busy  for 
the  past  two  months,  and  if  we  can  cut  off 
these  outsiders  whose  sole  aim  is  to  cause  a  break 
in  our  prices  without  making  anything  them¬ 
selves,  we  hope  the  season’s  business  will  be 
fairly  good.  Yours  truly, 

One  of  the  Burlington  (Vt.)  Dealers. 

Burlington,  Vt. 

Undoubtedly  this  trouble  will  be  of  short  dura¬ 
tion  if  the  dealers  at  Burlington  have  a  little 
patience.  We  are  convinced  that  none  of  the 
anthracite^  shipping  companies  wants  to  impose 
any  additional^  burdens  on  the  retailers  and  that 
if  this  matter  is  taken  up  with  the  proper  officials 
it  will  be  discontinued  unless  there  are  some 
features  _  which  do  not  appear  on  the  surface. 
The  individual  operator  spoken  of  has  been  the 
source  of  considerable  trouble  to  eastern  retail¬ 
ers,  but  in  time  probably  will  be  made  to  see  the 
error  of  his  ways.  It  is  too  bad  to  disturb  har¬ 
mony  where  it  prevails  among  dealers  and  those 
at  Burlington  should  continue  to  work  together 
to  accomplish  necessary  trade  reforms  at  that 
point. —  (Editor.) 


Equipment  of  Western  Railroads. 


During  the  present  shortage  of  cars  in  the  coal 
trade,  and  in  fact  every  department  of  railroad 
shipping,  it  may  be  of  interest  to  the  readers  of 
The  Black  Diamond  to  know  the  equipment  of 
the  leading  western  railroads.  The  following 
figures  are  obtained  from  official  sources,  and 
show  the  equipment  which  each  road  had  on 
September  first,  1905,  giving  the  total  number  of 
cars  in  each  class.  A  table  is  also  given  showing 
the  percentage  of  equipment  to  the  miles  of  road 
operated.  Nearly  all  of  the  western  trunk  lines 
are  on  about  the  same  basis,  although  the  Chi¬ 
cago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  leads  in  the  number 
of  gondola  cars,  with  a  total  of  11,251,  a  large 


part  of  which  are  operated  on  the  line  of  the 
road  west  of  the_  Missouri  river,  where  a  heavier 
tonnage  of  coal  is  hauled.  The  Missouri  Pacific 
occupies  second  place  with  9,977.  The  total  of 
gondolas  on  the  western  trunk  lines  is  49,442, 
which  in  ordinary  use  would  be  sufficient  equip¬ 
ment  to  haul  the  coal  produced  in  the  western 
states  without  any  question,  particularly  as  there 
are  146,409  box  cars  in  use  on  these  eight  roads, 
a  large  number  of  which  are  utilized  at  different 
times  in  the  coal  trade,  particularly  from  dock 
points  on  lakes  Superior  and  Michigan.  The 
table  of  railroad  equipment  will  prove  of  interest 
to  coal  shippers. 


TOTAL  freight  EQUIPMENT  BY  CLASSES.. 


C.  &  N.  W . 

Ballast. 

Box. 

Furn. 

25,829 

2,131 

C,  B.  &  Q . 

...  100 

23,605 

1,141 

M.  P . 

. . .  400 

25,866 

1,373 

C,  M.  &  St.  P. . 

27,085 

2,277 

A.,  T.  &  S.  F... 

. .  .1,202 
. .  .1,302 

15,917 

1,896 

C.,  R.  I.  &  P... 

21,727 

2,379 

M.,  K.  &  T . 

. . .  337 

6,377 

1,420 

Total . 

..  .4,070 

146,409 

12,617 

Refrg. 

Stic 

Flat. 

Gond. 

1,338 

4,075 

4,538 

8,894 

625 

6,451 

2,537 

11,251 

2,543 

2,198 

9,977 

1,100 

2,919 

5,072 

1,378 

4,578 

4,894 

2,863 

8,825 

2,127 

4,379 

2,639 

5,338 

288 

1,723 

892 

4,279 

10,066 

26,484 

20,739 

49,442 

percentage  of  each  class  of  EQUIPMENT  TO  MILE  OF  ROAD  0PER.ATED 


& 

N.-W . 

Mileage. 

Ballast. 

Box. 

C. 

. ..  7,411 

0.034 

3.49 

c., 

B. 

&  Q . 

. ..  8,562 

0.012 

2.78 

M. 

P. 

. . .  6,236 

0.064 

4.15 

c.. 

M. 

&  St.  P.. 

. ..  7,085 

0.067 

3.82 

c.. 

R. 

I.  &  P... 

. . .  7,480 

0  174 

2.90 

A., 

T. 

&  S.  F... 

. ..  9,274 

0.130 

1.72 

M., 

K. 

&  T. . . . . 

. . .  2,609 

0.129 

2.44 

Gen’l 

Avg. . . . . . 

...48,657 

0.87 

3.01 

Furn. 

Refgr. 

Stic. 

Flat. 

Gond. 

0.29 

0.18 

0.55 

0.61 

1.20 

0.18 

0.07 

0.75 

0.30 

1.31 

0.22 

... . 

0.41 

0.35 

1.60 

0.32 

0.16 

0.41 

0.72 

0.19 

0.32 

0.28 

0.59 

0.35 

0.71 

0.20 

0.49 

0.47 

0.31 

0.90 

0.66 

0.11 

0.66 

0  34' 

1.64 

0.26 

0.21 

0.54 

0.43 

1.03 

Total. 

47,059 

45,710 

42,357 

40.316 
39,175 
39,891 

15.316 


269,824 


Total. 

6.35 

5.34 

6.79 

6.69 

5.83 

4.22 

8.87 

6.65 
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Western  Retail  ^^otes. 

A  new  coal  warehouse  has  been  built  by  M.  J. 
Roach,  a  retail  coal  dealer  at  De  Pere,  Wis. 

Rollo  St.  John  has  sold  his  interest  in  the  Car- 
land  Coal  Co.,  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  has  retired  from 
the  management. 

The  coal,  flour  and  feed  business  of  Charles  F. 
Huffman,  Webster  City,  Iowa,  has  been  purchased 
by  Goodrich  Bros.,  who  will  continue  it. 

Earle  B.  Slawson  has  purchased  the  coal,  wood 
and  produce  business  formerly  conducted  by 
Miller  &  Miller,  Greenville,  Mich.,  and  will  con¬ 
tinue  it. 

Three  coal  dealers  who  violated  the  law  by 
selling  coal  from  baskets  of  odd  sizes  were  each 
fined  $5  and  costs  in  Chicago  recently.  They 
were  John  Somerfeld,  Joseph  Bassi  and  M. 
Tarzky. 

At  a  joint  conference  of  the  coal  teamsters 
and  the  retail  coal  men  _at_  Evansville,  Ind.,  re¬ 
cently,  the  differences  existing  as  to  wages  were 
adjusted  and  a  possible  strike  of  the  teamsters 
w'as  averted. 

An  advance  of  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  has  oc¬ 
curred  in  all  bituminous  coals  at  Moline,  _  Iff. 
This  brings  the  price  up  to  $3.75  a  ton,  and  it  is 
very  probable  that  before  the  winter  is  over  it 
will  reach  $4.00. 

Omaha  (Neb.!  coal  dealers  are  considerably 
worried  about  the  delay  in  the  receipt  of  both 
anthracite  and  bituminous  coal.  While  nothing 
like  a  famine  is  threatened,  the  supply  is  said 
to  be  very  low  now. 

Local  dealers  at  Huntington,  Indiana,  say  that 
the  city  is  in  the  s:rasp  of  a  coal  famine,  and 
that  no  relief  can  be  promised  by  the  railroads 
for  at  least  three  weeks.  Both  anthracite  and 
bituminous  coal  is  short. 

F.  T  Straun  8^  Co.  have  been  awarded  the  con¬ 
tract  for  supplving  the  three  city  plants  at  Ham¬ 
ilton,  Ohio,  with  coal  the  coming  winter.  The 
contract  calls  for  12,000  tons,  more  or  less,  to  be 
delivered  before  Tune  first. 

Arthur  W.  Campbell,  manager  for  the  Badger 
Coal  Co.,  Janesville,  Wis.,  died  recently  after 
being  ill  with  typhoid  fever  for  three  weeks. 
Mr.  Campbell  was  twenty-seven  years  of  age 
and  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  a  baby  boy. 

All  bituminous  coal  has  been  advanced  t\yenty- 
five  cents  a  ton  at  Davenport.  Iowa,  and  there 
will  be  no  quantity  oiscount  in  the  future.  A 
shortage  of  cars  and  delays  in  shipping  are 
given  as  the  reason  for  the  advance  in  the  price. 

Local  coal  dealers  at  Marion.  Ind.,  are  com¬ 
plaining  bitterly  on  account  of  the  thefts  of  coal 
from  cars  in  transit.  Everv  car  received,  they 
say.  is  several  tons  short.  Detectives  have  been 
employed  to  find  out  where  thefts  are  being  com¬ 
mitted. 

Edmunds  &  Freeman  have  taken  over  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  Edmunds  &  Son.  retail  coal  merchants  at 
Marcus.  Iowa.  The  members  of  the  new  firm 
are  well  equipped  to  manage  the  large  business 
as  they  are  both  young  and  exceptionally  active 
business  men. 

The  retail  coal  dealers  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  claim 
there  is  very  little  cause  for  alarm  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  condition  of  the  car  shortage.  All  the  rail¬ 
roads  have  promised  better  service  in  the  near 
future,  and  there  is  now  a  two  weeks’  supply  of 
coal  on  hand. 

Widner  &  Parsons,  retail  coal  dealers  at  Pen¬ 
dleton,  Ind.,  are  building  new  and  modern  coal 
sheds,  and  intend  to  lay  in  a  supply  of  fuel  as 
early  as  possible,  in  anticipation  of  the  largest 
season’s  business  that  has  ever  been  known 
in  that  locality. 

The  great  shortage  of  coal  at  Indianapolis, 
Ind..  caused  by  the  inability  of  the  railroad  com¬ 
panies  to  transport  it,  is  causing  embarrassment 
to  many  of  the  manufacturing  plants  of  that  city. 
Prices  have  been  advanced  twenty-five  cents  a 
ton  by  the  retail  dealers. 

Local  dealers  in  Minnesota  and  South  Dakota 
claim  there  are  many  towns  in  the  two  states  that 
are  without  a  pound  of  coal,  and  there  can  be  no 
relief  for  at  least  a  month,  when  it  is  expected 


the  last  of  the  agricultural  crop  will  be  moved, 
and  the  car  shortage  will  be  over. 

The  office  of  the  Western  Coal  &  Dock  Co., 
Waukegan,  Ill.,  was  entered  recently  by  bur¬ 
glars  who  looted  the  desks  and  files  in  the 
place  while  searching  for  something  of  value. 
No  money  was  taken,  however,  as  this  is  always 
deposited  as  soon  as  it  is  received. 

The  coal  and  wood  business  of  Tennis  & 
Turoohek,  Morningside,  Iowa,  has  been  pur¬ 
chased  by  Wellman  &  Bolton,  who  will  take  pos¬ 
session  of  the  yard  after  the  first  of  the  year. 
In  addition  to  the  coal  and  wood  business  the 
new  owners  will  add  a  lumber  yard. 

The  only  grade  of  coal  which  is  obtainable 
at  Dillon,  Ill.,  is  run-of-mine,  which  is  said  to 
be  very  unsatisfactory  for  heating  purposes. 
This  coal  is  now  also  in  .small  supply,  and  all 
the  dealers  have  issued  a  circular  announcing 
that  the  coal  will  be  advanced  $1.00  a  ton. 

Eastern  Retail  ?lotes. 

The  coal  and  wood  yard  of  George  J.  Elta, 
at  559  West  Fifty-fifth  street.  New  York,  N.  Y., 
was  recently  damaged  by  fire.  The  loss  is  esti¬ 
mated  at  $20,000. 

Because  the  coal  pier  of  Curran  &  Burton, 
Providence,  R.  I.,  collapsed,  the  company  re¬ 
fused  to  pay  the  builders  the  balance  due,  al¬ 
leged  to  be  $8,000. 

Morton  B.  Jacobs,  who  did  business  as  the 
Monarch  Coal  Co.,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  has  filed 
a  petition  in  bankruptcy  with  liabilities  of  $19,897 
and  assets  of  $16,927. 

The  Gotham  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
New  York,  N.  Y.,  with  a  capital  of  $60,000.  The 
incorporators  are  G.  B.  Hall,  T.  F.  Baldwin, 
William  Street  and  others. 

Alexander  Fountain,  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Robert  Dixon  &  Co.,  coal  and  lumber  dealers 
at  Easton,  Md.,  was  recently  married  to  Miss 
Anna  Trax,  daughter  of  G.  H.  Trax,  who  resides 
at  Chestnut  Ridge,  three  miles  from  Easton. 

Bituminous  coal  is  becoming  very  scarce  at 
Wilmington,  Del.,  and  as  a  result  prices  are  ad¬ 
vancing.  In  many  instances  producers  of  this  coal 
are  unable  to  work  their  mines  on  full  time  and 
have  all  they  can  do  to  supply  their  contracts. 

The  price  of  anthracite  at  New  York,  which 
has  been  $6.25  since  the  first  of  September,  was 
advanced  on  December  first  to  $6.50.  This  was 
done  to  cover  the  extra  expense  in  delivering 
coal  when  the  streets  are  covered  with  ice  and 
snow. 

Wm.  H.  Merritt,  a  member  of  C.  S.  Chellborg 
&  Co.,  coal  and  wood  dealers  at  New  York,  N.  Y., 
committed  suicide  recently  in  the  company’s 
office  by  shooting  himself  in  the  head.  Mr. 
Merrift  was  sixty  years  old  and  was  a  sufferer 
from  paralysis. 

The  coal  teamsters  at  Millville,  N.  J.,  have 
formed  a  union,  and  in  the  future  will  char.ge 
ten  cents  per  half  ton  and  twenty  cents  per  ton 
on  coal  which  has  to  be  carried  into  private  bins. 
If  the  money  is  not  paid,  the  coal  will  be  dropped 
on  the  pavement. 

The  Huntington  Lumber  &  Coal  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  with  a  capital  of 
$75,000,  divided  into  shares  of  $50  each.  The 
company  will  deal  in  coal,  wood,  groceries  and 
general  merchandise,  and  is  incorporated  by 
A.  B.  Gildersleeve,  D.  L.  Baylis  and  E.  F. 
Brush. 

Ground  has  just  been  broken  for  the  new 
coal  pocket  and  elevator  to  be  erected  north  of 
Madison  avenue  at  Broadway  and  Church  streets. 
New  York,  for  the  William  McEwan  Coal  Co. 
The  plant  will  have  a  storage  capacity  of  about 
6,000  tons,  and  the  elevator  will  be  forty  feet 
high,  constructed  of  huge  timbers  and  braced  by 
iron  and  steel  girders. 

Although  it  has  for  some  time  been  believed 
that  the  coal  shipments  to  the  port  of  Bangor 
would  be  somewhat  less  than  they  were  last  year 
due  to  the  building  of  the  Northern  Maine  Sea¬ 
port  railroad,  the  season  has  been  a  better  one  so 
far  as  the  amount  of  coal  unloaded  at  High  Head 
is  concerned.  A  total  of  265,847  tons  was  re¬ 


ceived  up  to  December  first  this  year,  as  compared 
with  265,520  tons  for  the  same  period  in  1904. 

Householders  of  Philadelphia.  Pa.,  have  been 
swindled  out  of  hundreds  of  dollars  by  a  man 
representing  himself  to  he  an  agent  for  the 
Philadelphia  &  Reading  railway.  He  explains  that 
owing  to  a  large  surplus  of  coal  on  hand,  the 
company  can  sell  it  far  below  the  market  price, 
but  the  money  must  be  paid  to  him  before  de¬ 
liveries  are  made.  Consumers  never  receive  the 
coal. 

Southern  Retail  Notes. 

Local  coal  dealers  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  say  it 
is  impossible  to  fill  all  orders  on  account  of  an 
inadequate  supply  of  cars.  Jellico  operators  are 
felling  coal  conditionally  only  on  the  car  sup¬ 
ply,  as  they  are  not  receiving  enough  cars  to 
work  the  mines  over  one-third  time. 

Shipping  agents  declare  that  business  is  pro¬ 
gressing  favorably  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  in  spite 
of  the  coal  wheelers’  strike,  and  the  union  will 
not  be  recognized.  Strike-breaking  agencies  at 
St.  Louis  are  offering  to  supply  all  the  non-union 
labor  needed,  but  the  bosses  say  that  no  assist¬ 
ance  is  necessary.  The  pay  of  the  wheeler  has 
been  thirty  cents  per  hour,  and  an  increase  of 
ten  cents  was  asked  by  the  union. 

Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 

The  Pittsburg  Coal  Co.  of  Illinois  has  been 
incorporated  at  Chicago  with  a  capital  of  $2,500 
by  R.  C.  Butler,  D.  V.  Rubridge  and  Ernst  O. 
Best. 

The  Orion  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Duquoin,  Ill.,  with  a  capital  of  $60,000.  The  in¬ 
corporators  are  R.  F.  Kilgen,  J.  S.  Turley  and 
George  Hefmiller. 

The  Chrisman  Mining  Co.  has  been  incorpor¬ 
ated  at  Chrisman,  Ill.,  with  a  capital  of  $50,000. 
The  incorporators  are  James  A.  Earhart,  A.  K. 
Hartley  and  W.  E.  Holden. 

The  Yankee  Hill  Development  Co.  is  to  be  or¬ 
ganized  at  Lincoln,  Neb.,  by  S.  W.  Burnham  and 
others  for  the  purpose  of  sinking  test  wells  south 
of  that  city  in  search  of  coal,  oil,  gas  or  salt. 

The  North  Coast  Coal  &  Lumber  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Spokane,  Wash.,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $25,000.  The  incorporators  are  Charles 

E.  Severance,  Lester  W.  David  and  C.  C.  Child. 

The  Colorado  Central  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  has 
been  incorporated  at  Denver,  Colo.,  with  a  capi¬ 
tal  of  $1,250,000.  The  incorporators  of  the  com¬ 
pany  are  H.  L.  Littell,  G.  F.  Nevitt  and  E.  R. 
Sullivan. 

The  E.  N.  Boggs  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Barton,  Ohio,  to  mine  coal,  with  a  capital  of 
$100,000.  The  incorporators  are  E.  N.  Boggs, 

F.  W.  Boggs,  M.  Gallagher,  R.  J.  Lewis  and 
Charles  Sipe. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  by  the 
Dean  Coal  Co.  at  Columbus,  Ohio.  Harry  Levi- 
son,  J.  W.  Hughes,  W.  W.  Jones,  G.  G.  Metz¬ 
ger,  B.  J.  Long  and  S.  F.  Dean,  all  of  Foledo, 
are  the  incorporators.  The  capital  stock  of  the 
company  is  $25,000. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  at 
Yakima,  Wash.,  by  the  Yakima  Gas  Co.,  now  in¬ 
stalling  a  plant  in  that  city.  The  capital  stock  of 
the  company  is  $100,000  and  the  incorporators  are 
W.  A.  Aldrich,  1.  W.  Anderson,  H.  B.  Scudder 
and  I.  P.  Englehard. 

General  Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

While  digging  a  thirty-foot  well  on  his  farm 
near  Holland,  Ind.,  H.  B.  Tormohen  struck  a 
four-foot  vein  of  coal. 

The  opening  of  six  new  mines  at  Duquoin,  Ill., 
has  brought  about  a  scarcity  of  coal  miners. 
It  is  estimated  that  400  additional  miners  are 
needed. 

A  company  has  been  formed  at  Owosso,  Mich., 
by  J.  S.  Symse,  E.  P.  Sherman  and  others  which 
will  drill  for  coal  on  a  tract  of  land  northwest 
of  Bancroft. 
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Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  ^^otes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

The  Montour  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Johnstown,  Pa.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $125,000. 
The  incorporators  are  I.  A.  Boucher,  W.  J.  Faux 
and  Leonard  E.  Whales. 

The  Potomac  Valley  Coal  Co.  has  been  formed 
for  the  purpose  of  developing  large  tracts  of  coal 
lands  on  Backbone  mountain  near  Blaine,  W.  Va. 
The  capital  stock  of  the  company  is  $100,000. 

The  Bellefield  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  with  a  capital  of 
$25,000.  The  incorporators  of  the  company  are 
E.  E.  Davis,  R.  L.  Bower,  James  H.  Craig  and 
H.-  W.  Kulp. 

The  Schuylkill  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  which  has  been 
incorporated  at  Pottsville,  Pa.,  with  a  capital  of 
$10,000,000,  has  purchased  the  Chamberlain  coal 
tract.  This  gives  the  company  control  of  817 
acres,  all  of  which  have  been  purchased  within 
the  past  week  or  two. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Harleigh  colliery,  near  Hazelton,  Pa.,  for¬ 
merly  operated  by  Stauffer  &  Rowe,  has  been  sold 
to  the  Thomas  Coal  Co.,  who  will  take  possession 
in  a  few  days. 

D.  W.  Kaercher  has  submitted  papers  in  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  the  application  for  a  dissolution  of  the  part¬ 
nership  of  the  Anthracite  Coal  &  Improvement 
Co.,  Pottsville,  Pa. 

The_  Richards  colliery  at  Shamokin,  Pa.,  has 
been  tied  up  as  a  result  of  200  miners  employed 
going  on  a  strike.  The  colliery  is  the  property 
of  the  Susquehanna  Coal  Co. 

A  number  of  improvements,  including  a  boiler 
plant  with  an  aggregate  of  2,150  hoi'sepower,  are 
being  completed  at  the  Lackawanna  colliery  of 
the  Temple  Iron  Co.,  Olyphant,  Pa. 

The  Black  Diamond  Coal  Co.,  owners  and  oper¬ 
ators  of  the  Black  Diamond  collierv,  Carbondale, 
Pa.,  has  sold  its  interest  in  the  Scranton  Coal 
Co.,  which  is  the  operating  company  controlled 


by  the  Ontario  &  Western  railway.  The  consid¬ 
eration  has  not  been  made  public,  but  jt  is  known 
that  it  was  highly  satisfactory  to  the  selling 
parties. 

The  Empire  Coal  Co.,  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  has 
placed  a  fleet  of  thirty  coal  barges  at  their  tipples 
south  of  Bellaire,  and  will  have  them  loaded  to 
ship  south  on  the  first  rise  of  the  river. 

A  block  of  over  1,000  acres  of  coal  in  Independ¬ 
ence  town'hip,  Washington  county.  Pa.,  was  re¬ 
cently  sold  to  a  party  of  Uniontown  capitalists 
at  figures  ranging  from  $100  to  $115  per  acre. 

The  large  tipple  of  the  Tremont  coal  mine,  near 
Bellvernon,  Pa.,  was  burned  recently,  causing  a 
loss  of  over  $1,500.  The  mine  is  owned  by  the 
Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Bowman  Bros,  have  fired  a  new  coke  plant  at 
Fite  Station,  Pa.,  which  consists  of  six  large 
ovens.  The  plant  is  now  turning  out  about  ten 
tons  of  coke  a  day  and  gives  employment  to  a 
dozen  men. 

The  Tioga  Coal  Co,,  which  owns  large  tracts  of 
bituminous  coal  lands  in  Tioga  county.  Pa.,  is 
pushing  the  building  of  the  lateral  roads  which 
will  connect  its  properties  with  the  main  line  of 
the  Erie  railroad. 

George  and  Andrew  Hardin,  Barbour  county, 
W.  Va„  recently  sold  to  A.  L.  Hoggsett,  Union- 
town,  Pa.,  7,500  acres  of  coal  land  in  Cove  dis¬ 
trict,  a  few  miles  east  of  Grafton.  The  consid¬ 
eration  is  estimated  at  $250,000. 

The  Ewen  washery  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal 
Co.,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  which  has  been  idle  for 
several  months,  has  again  resumed  operations. 
The  breaker  is  undergoing  repairs,  and  no  date 
has  been  set  when  it  will  resume. 

Operations  are  now  well  under  way  at  Carbon- 
dale  township,  near  Scranton,  Pa.,  for  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  twenty-acre  tract  of  coal  land  owned 
by  Mills  Bros.  If  the  borings  the  past  month 
yield  results,  a  colliery  will  be  built  at  once. 

In  a  bill  of  equity  filed  against  the  Black  Dia¬ 
mond  Anthracite  Coal  Co.,  Scranton,  Pa.,  F.  H. 
Emory  and  T.  R.  Hughes  ask  for  a  receiver  to 
wind  up  the  affairs  of  the  defendant  company. 


The  plaintiffs  claim  that  the  corporation  is  in¬ 
debted  to  them  to  the  amount  of  $1,500  for  six 
patent  slate  pickers. 

The  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  by 
placing  an  order  for  2,000  cars  before  the  rail¬ 
road  rush  developed,  saved  about  $500,000.  Half 
of  these  cars  have  been  delivered  and  the  re¬ 
mainder  are  expected  by  the  first  of  the  year. 

Andrew  Beatty,  who  for  twenty  years  was  mine 
boss  at  the  old  Morrell  works,  Morrell,  Pa.,  died 
recently  at  his  home  at  Logan’s  Crossing,  near 
Leisenrijig,  Pa.  He  was  sixty-five  years  of  age 
and  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  seven  children. 

H.  M.  Jewett  and  J.  W.  Bigelow,  of  Jewett, 
Bigelow  &  Brooks,  have  purchased  the  Maher 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Bluefield,  W.  Va.  The  plant 
was  sold  by  G.  S.  Strader,  who  has  been  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  company  since  it  began  operations. 

Williarn  Siley,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  district  superintendent  of  the  Lehigh  Val¬ 
ley  collieries  at  Exeter.  Maltby  and  Westmoreland 
to  succeed  William  Owens  in  that  position,  the 
latter  going  to  the  Wyoming  division  of  the  com¬ 
pany. 

The  Smoky  Hollow  Coal  Co.  and  the  Consoli¬ 
dation  Coal  Co.  are  taking  options  on  valuable 
coal  land  known  to  exist  north  of  Albia.  Iowa. 
The  Smoky  Hollow  Co.  has  contracted  to  mine 
the  coal  on  a  royalty  basis  of  six  and  a  quarter 
cents  a  ton. 

James  W..  Drape  has  secured  a  number  of  coal 
leases  containing  the  “Freeport  vein”  near  New 
Kensington,  Pa.  The  report  that  the  land  was 
acquired  for  the  United  States  Steel  Corporation 
is  denied  by  Mr.  Drape,  who  says  it  is  purchased 
on  his  own  account. 

The  large  coal  chutes  of  the  Reading  railroad 
at  Reading,  Pa.,  were  destroyed  by  fire  recently, 
together  with  a  large  amount  of  coal  which  was  in 
storage.  A  spark  from  an  engine  ignited  the 
woodwork  of  the  chute,  and  it  is  estimated  the 
loss  will  reach  $2,500. 

Steps  may  be  taken  by  certain  shareholders  of 
the  Lehigh  Coal  &  Navigation  Co.  to  have  an¬ 
nulled  the  lease  of  the  company’s  Mary  D.  col¬ 
liery,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  to  John  Wentz,  on  the 
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grounds  that  such  a  lease  is  illegal,  Mr.  Wentz  be¬ 
ing  a  director  of  the  company.  Mr.  Wentz  oper¬ 
ates  the  colliery,  paying  a  royalty  to  the  company. 

The  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.  has  purchased 
a  tract  of  land  in  Branch  and  Reilly  townships, 
Schuylkill  county,  W.  Va.,  amounting  to  470  acres. 
This  tract  of  land  is  in  close  proximity  to  the 
Blackwood  colliery  and  will  doubtless  be  de¬ 
veloped  at  an  early  date. 

Thomas  Baird,  for  twenty-five  years  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Kehley  Run  colliery  at  Shenan¬ 
doah,  Pa.,  died  recently  at  Plymouth,  to  which 
place  he  had  removed  two  weeks  before.  His 
death  was  due  to  paralysis.  Mr.  Baird  is  survived 
by  a  widow  and  two  daughters. 

Instead  of  leaving  their  work  for  the  balance 
of  a  day  on  which  a  fatality  occurs,  the  miners 
of  the  Scranton  Coal  Co.,  Scranton,  Pa.,  will  in 
the  future,  contribute  twenty-five  per  cent  of  their 
day’s  earnings  to  the  family  of  the  unfortunate 
miner,  and  will  continue  at  work. 

A  telegraph  line  has  just  been  strung  from 
Bristol,  Tenn.,  to  Bluefield,  W.  Va.,  with  a  view 
to  giving  Bristol  prompt  telegraphic  service  to 
all  points  in  the  southwestern  Virginia  coal  fields. 
It  will  be  of  great  value  to  the  companies  who 


are  doing  a  large  coke  business  in  Virginia  and 
have  their  offices  in  Bristol. 

Three  miners  at  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  have  con¬ 
fessed  to  buying  their  miners’  certificates  in  a  cer¬ 
tain  saloon  near  Pittston,  and  paying  $1.00  for 
them.  Deputy  Casterlin  says  that  prosecutions 
will  follow  and  an  effort  will  be  made  to  break 
up  the  practice  of  selling  certificates. 

A  banquet  was  recently  given  Thomas  Thomas, 
who  has  been  promoted  to  division  superintendent 
of  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  at  the  St.  Claire 
House,  Pittston,  Pa.  He  was  presented  with  a 
handsome  Knight  Templar  charm  and  chain,  by 
personal  admirers  who  were  present. 

The  mammoth  breaker  of  the  Lehigh  &  Wilkes¬ 
barre  Coal  Co.,  at  Audenried,  Pa.,  which  is  built 
on  the  site  of  the  one  destroyed  by  fire  seventeen 
months  ago,  has  now  commenced  operations.  It 
is  the  largest  plant  in  the  anthracite  field  and 
gives  employment  to  900  men  and  boys. 

The  trouble  at  the  National  colliery,  Scranton, 
Pa.,  has  been  settled,  and  the  conditions  agreed 
upon  will  be  made  public  at  a  meeting  of  the 
union  which  is  to  be  held  in  a  few  days.  It  is 
believed  by  Col.  Phillips,  owner  of  the  mine,  that 
there  will  be  no  more  strikes  under  the  new 
regulations. 


Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Southern  Enterprises. 

The  Preston  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Paintsville,  Johnson  county,  Ky.  The  capital 
of  the  company  is  $10,000. 

The  Duck  Fork  Land  &  Coal  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Beattyville,  Lee  county,  Ky.,  with 
a  capital  stock  of  $6,000. 

The  Falliston  Mining  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Birmingham,  Ala.,  to  do  a  general  coal  and  iron 
mining  business.  The  company  is  capitalized  at 
$10,000. 

The  E.  W.  Boggs  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorpo¬ 
rated  at  Barton,  Ohio,  with  a  capital  of  $100,000. 
The  incorporators  are  E.  W.  Boggs,  M.  Galla¬ 
gher  and  others. 

The  Campton  Fuel  &  Light  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Campton,  Ky.,  with  a  capital  of  $8,000. 
The  incorporators  are  J.  S.  Batts,  Charles  Kerr 
and  J.  Stamper  Jr. 

The  Mount  Scott  Mining  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Carl,  Okla.  The  company  is  capitalized 
at  $1,500,000  and  the  incorporators  are  C.  C. 
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Hunter,  L.  M.  Hunter,  C.  H.  Millikan  and  G. 
N.  Girdle. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  by  the 
Deer  Creek  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Webster  county, 
Ky.  The  capital  of  the  company  is  $2,240. 

The  Ballard  Ice  &  Fuel  Co.  has  been  incorpo¬ 
rated  at  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  with  a  capital  of 
$.20,000.  The  incorporators  are  J.  Y.  Hogsett,  J. 
j.  Ballard  and  W.  M.  Alexander. 

The  Hercules  Senora  Mining  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Lawton,  I.  T.,  by  J.  M.  Stickler, 
Frank  H.  Foster,  John  A.  Edwards  and  Hugh  C. 
Foster.  The  capital  of  the  company  is  $20,000. 

General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

C.  S.  Lord,  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  has  purchased  the 
coal  mines  and  property  of  James  N.  N.  Thomp¬ 
son,  London,  Tenn.,  and  associates,  for  $20,000. 

'I'he  capital  stock  of  the  Pratt  Coal  Mining  Co., 
conducting  a  general  coal  mining  business  in  Ala¬ 
bama,  has  been  reduced  from  $.3,000,000  to  $10,000. 

Col.  J.  H.  Northup  has  been  awarded  judg¬ 
ment  against  the  Sandy  River  Cannel  Coal  Co., 
Louisa,  Ky.,  for  $4,300.  The  matter  involved  was 
trespass  by  the  Sandy  River  people  upon  the 
property  belonging  to  the  Whitehouse  Co. 

W.  R.  Bliss,  of  New  York,  N.  Y.,  has  taken  an 
option  on  12,000  acres  of  coal  lands  in  Pike 
county,  Ky.,  and  will  organize  a  company  to  de¬ 
velop  the  field.  A  number  of  new  mines  will  be 
opened  and  several  coke  ovens  started. 

Plenty  of  coal  cars  are  now  reported  in  east 
'I'ennessee  and  eastern  Kentucky.  The  Southern 
railway  is  having  less  trouble  this  year  in  furnish¬ 
ing  cars  than  it  has  any  year  previous  at  the  time 
of  a  coal  rush.  A  large*  number  of  new  cars 


secured  during  the  summer  has  lessened  the 
liability  of  a  coal  famine. 

The  Weaver  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  a  corporation 
operating  extensive  mines  in  the  vicinity  of  Nash¬ 
ville,  Tenn.,  has  announced  that  it  will  spend 
about  $100,000  in  building  tracks  to  the  new  mines 
and  in  the  erection  of  100  coke  ovens. 

A  land  boom  in  coal  properties  is  now  in  evi¬ 
dence  in  the  lower  Rockhouse  and  river  sections 
of  Letcher  county,  Ky.,  that  will  eclipse  the  boom 
a  year  ago.  Half  a  dozen  large  corporations  have 
representatives  on  the  ground  buying  every  avail¬ 
able  acre  of  property. 

After  hearing  the  proof  against-  Carter  Semple, 
Louisville,  Ky.,  Judge  Evans  held  that  Mr.  Sem¬ 
ple  should  be  adjudged  a  bankrupt,  but  absolved 
him  entirely  from  all  the  charges  of  fraud  as 
alleged  in  the  petition  of  his  creditors,  five  large 
coal  companies  of  the  state. 

The  Gayoso  Coal  Co.,  at  Jasper,  Tenn.,  is  pre¬ 
paring  to  make  extensive  improvements  in  the 
near  future.  Two  new  openings  are  to  be  made 
and  a  new  branch  line  is  to  be  put  in,  in  addition 
to  fifty  new  houses  which  will  be  erected  to  ac¬ 
commodate  the  increased  force  of  men. 

A.  E.  Perry  and  associates  of  Coalgate,  1.  T., 
have  offered  $15,000,000  for  the  segregated  coal 
and  asphalt  deposits  in  the  Choctaw  and  Chicka¬ 
saw  nations.  The  offer  was  made  in  a  telegram 
to  Governor  McCurtain,  but  the  governor  can 
take  no  action  until  congress  gives  him  authority. 

Seaboard  Air  Line  interests  have  acquired  large 
coal  properties  in  southwestern  Virginia  along 
the  line  of  a  proposed  road  which  they  will  ex¬ 
tend  north  through  Virginia  and  Kentucky  to  the 
Ohio  river.  They  will  develop  an  immense  cok¬ 
ing  field  in  Virginia  that  will  rival  the  Connells- 
ville  (Pa.)  region. 


Literary  Notes, 

A  study  of  the  great  Franklin  from  the  pen  of 
John  Hay.  our  late  secretary  of  state,  will  appear,  it  is 
announced,  in  an  early  number  of  The  Century.  The 
paper  was  prepared  several  years  ago,  with  the  expec¬ 
tation  that  It  would  be  delivered  in  Chicago.  Ill  health 
caused  postponement  of  the  address,  which  was  finally 
set  aside  altogether,  and  will  now  be  given  to  the  public 
for  the  first  time. 

Life  insurance,  really  to  insure,  should  be  conducted 
by  the  federal  government,  as  it  is  in  more  enlightened 
countries.  With  the  credit  and  the  resources  of  the 
whole  nation  behind  bis  policy,  the  insured  citizen  could 
pay  in  bis  premiums  with  absolute  certainty  that  they 
would  not  be  wasted  by  extravagant  managers,  and  that 
when  he  died  his  family  would  get  what  was  coming  to 
them.  And  he  would  not  have  to  pay  more  than  half 
as  much  as  he  pays  now  to  private  companies,  if  the 
experience  of  state  insurance  in  New  Zealand  is  a  fair 
test. — Frank  Putnam  in  National  Magazine. 

Americans  have  invested  approximately  $500,000,000  in 
Mexico  during  the  past  twenty-five  years,  a  small  amount 
in  comparison  with  the  total  wealth  of  the  country,  but 
that  $500,000,000  has  accomplished  more  during  that  time 
for  the  development  of  Mexico  than  all  the  rest  of  the 
capital  of  the  country.  We  have  invested  $75,000,000 
in  Mexican  mines,  and  incidentally  have  got  the  money 
back  in  payment  for  mining  machinery  sold  to  the  Mexi¬ 
cans.  But  we  have  taught  Mexico  modern  mining  meth¬ 
ods,  and  have  thereby  increased  the  aggregate  value  of 
Mexican  mines  probably  a  hundred  fold.  tVe  have  in¬ 
vested  $25,000,000  in  agricultural  enterprises  in  Mexico, 
and  during  the  same  time  we  have  sold  to  Mexico  about 
that  much  agricultural  machinery.  We  have  taught  the 
Mexicans  how  to  farm,  and  have  added  to  their  potential 
wealth  in  farming  lands  a  hundred  times  $25,000,000. 
We  have  invested  a  few  millions  in  Mexican  banking 
enterprises,  and  we  have  taught  the  Mexicans  banking 
and  the  use  of  banks.  We  have  built  hydraulic  power 
plants  and  taught  the  Mexicans  bow  to  utilize  the  enor¬ 
mous  amount  of  energy  which  was  going  to  waste  in 
their  waterfalls  by  transforming  it  into  electrical  energy. 
We  are  paving  city  streets  with  asphalt,  putting  in  sewer 
and  waterworks  systems,  electric  lighting  plants  and 
street  car  systems,  replacing  cumbrous  old  buildings  with 
modern,  steel  frame  structures,  changing  the  external 
appearance  of  things  generally.  We  have  invested  in  city 
real  estate,  and  are  teaching  the  Mexicans  bow  to  build 
a  city.  Witness  the  remarable  change  in  the  City  _  of 
Mexico  in  the  past  ten  years. — From  "The  Americaniza¬ 
tion  of  Mexico,”  by  Edward  M.  Conley,  in  the  American 
Monthly  Review  of  Reviews  for  December. 
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General  Review 

■  Although  here  and  there  complaints  are  still  heard  as  to 
the  lack  of  cars  for  the  movement  of  coal  from  the  mines  to 
points  of  consumption,  the  mild  weather  which  has  prevailed  through¬ 
out  the  country  since  the  advent  of  December  has  resulted  in  slightly 
easier  conditions  and  the  restrictions  on  transportation  have  been 
removed  to  some  extent.  It  does  not  follow  that  the  railroads  are  yet 
in  a  position  to  supply  all  the  tonnage  that  the  mines  can  produce  or 
all  that  is  demanded.  On  the  other  hand,  the  situation  is  not  nearly 
as  serious  as  it  was,  and  with  much  other  freight  tonnage  now  out  of 
the  way  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  the  advent  of  cold  weather  would  not 
carry  with  it  the  near  approach  to  fuel  famines  which  might  have 
been  expected  three  weeks  ago.  The  influence  of  the  mild  weather 
has  not  been  so  apparent  in  connection  with  anthracite  as  it  has 
been  in  the  bituminous  trade.  Prices  of  the  former  continue  to  show 
stability  and  the  demand  in  most  of  the  all-rail  markets  is  still  very 
active.  On  the  contrary,  bituminous  coal  has  developed  a  slightly 
easier  tone  in  nearly  every  market  of  consequence,  and  prices  have 
eased  off.  The  bituminous  trade  is  on  a  weather  basis  and  will  re¬ 
flect  the  rise  or  fall  of  the  mercury  in  the  thermometer  upon  the 
slightest  provocation.  When  there  is  cold  weather  there  will  be 
strenuous  activity  in  the  industry.  When  the  temperature  is  mild 
prices  will  ease  off  and  the  supply  of  coal  may  be  somewhat  abundant 
for  a  brief  time.  The  weather  will  be  the  main  influence  from  this 
time  forward,  although  there  will  be  other  factors  of  more  or  less 
consequence.  One  of  these  will  be  the  agitation  over  the  settlement 
of  wage  conditions  for  the  coming  year.  Whenever  there  is  any 
danger  of  an  open  rupture  between  the  operators  and  miners,  then 
prices  will  advance  and  more  coal  will  be  demanded  than  possibly 
can  be  produced.  On  the  other  hand,  whenever  a  wage  agreement 
is  signed  or  peace  is  assured  in  any  of  the  mining  flelds,  the  de¬ 
mand  for  coal  will  settle  down  to  a  hand-to-mouth  basis  dependent 
upon  weather  conditions. 

One  of  the  most  important  features  in  connection  with  the 
anthracite  market  this  week  is  the  outcome  of  the  miners’  conven¬ 
tion  at  Shamokin.  At  the  time  The  Black  Diamond  goes  to  press  it 
is  impossible  to  state  definitely  what  action  will  be  taken.  Prelim¬ 
inary  press  reports,  however,  are  hopeful  indications  of  continued 
peace.  There  has  been  less  strike  talk  and  agitation,  among  the 
miners  than  for  some  time,  and  it  has  been  intimated  that  those 
present  at  «the  convention  as  delegates  will  show  a  conciliatory  spirit 
and  that  the  operators  later  on  will  show  that  they  desire  to  be  fair 
by  adopting  a  similar  spirit  toward  the  miners.  As  a  finality  it  is 
claimed  there  will  be  a  conference  between  representatives  of  the 
two  interests  at  which  all  the  details  pertaining  to  an  agreement  for 
another  term  of  years  will  be  arranged.  It  is  asserted  that  this 
conference  between  the  two  interests  will  be  held  before  Christmas, 
which  means  in  all  probability  that  it  will  occur  some  time  next 
week.  It  is  claimed  that  the  miners  are  prepared  to  renew  the  pres¬ 
ent  arrangement  with  slight  modifications.  One  of  the  changes  which 
may  be  made,  it  is  claimed,  is  with  reference  to  the  pay  of  outside 
employes  or  laborers,  who  have  been  receiving  but  little  additional 
compensation  as  a  result  of  the  anthracite  strike  award.  The  miners 
will  waive  the  eight-hour  day. 

Looks  Like  Peace  in  the  Anthracite  Fields. 

This  report,  although  it  is  only  backed  up  by  the  newspapers, 
has  the  semblance  of  having  some  foundation.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
prediction  which  it  contains  may  come  true.  If  the  problems  facing 
the  operators  and  miners  in  the  anthracite  region  are  settled  in 
this  way,  there  will  be  only  one  other  possible  source  of  trouble,  and 
that  will  be  over  the  settlement  of  wages  in  the  bituminous  fields. 
The  Joint  conference  of  operators  and  miners  of  the  central  com¬ 
petitive  .district  will  be  held  in  January.  It  is  still  too  early  to 
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predict  what  the  outcome  of  that  meeting  will  be,  because  so  much 
will  depend  upon  market  conditions  the  present  winter,  but  until 
there  is  evidence  of  a  possible  rupture,  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  peace 
will  result  after  the  usual  preliminaries  have  been  arranged. 

In  the  eastern  anthracite  trade  there  is  a  very  active  demand 
for  all  of  the  domestic  sizes,  particularly  at  all-rail  points.  The 
mild  weather  is  responsible  for  less  urgency  in  the  call  for  prompt 
movement  of  coal,  but  at  the  same  time  all  the  product  that  can 
be  forwarded  can  find  a  market.  Car  supply  at  the  collieries  is  im¬ 
proving  very  slightly,  so  that  those  dependent  upon  rail  transporta¬ 
tion  wholly,  are  still  short  of  the  tonnage  they  have  ordered.  In 
the  coastwise  movement  the  barge  service  of  the  various  producing 
companies  is  fully  employed  and  enough  coal  is  arriving  at  loading 
ports  to  permit  of  reasonably  fair  service,  delays  amounting  to  only 
three  or  four  days  at  the  most.  Fine  sizes  of  anthracite  are  in  unus¬ 
ually  active  demand  and  all  of  the  shipping  companies  are  largely 
oversold.  Pea  coal  continues  to  be  the  leader  in  this  respect  and 
orders  are  accumulating  in  shippers’  hands  which  will  require  some 
time  to  supply.  It  is  estimated  that  the  production  this  month  will 
be  at  least  five  million  tons,  which  will  bring  the  total  output  of 
the  year  to  an  amount  in  excess  of  sixty  million  tons. 

Anthracite  Trade  Is  Very  Active. 

In  the  western  anthracite  trade  the  demand  for  all-rail  coal 
continues  to  be  the  active  feature,  particularly  as  to  chestnut  sizes. 
Western  shipping  agencies  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  coal  supply 
has  shown  a  slight  improvement  during  the  week,  but  expect  it  will 
be  still  further  improved  when  cars  have  been  completely  deferred 
from  the  lake  shipping  trade.  This  week  will  see  the  close  of  navi¬ 
gation  on  the  great  lakes,  the  last  cargo  having  cleared  from  Buffalo 
Tuesday  evening,  December  twelfth.  The  demand  for  anthracite 
from  storage  docks  is  very  active  and  is  only  limited  by  the  available 
supply  of  cars.  Some  shippers  are  rather  long  on  egg  coal,  but  no 
one  has  any  more  chestnut  than  will  be  required  to  meet  the  situation 
during  the  winter. 

In  the  eastern  bituminous  trade  the  demand  from  some  of  the 
territory  continues  to  be  very  heavy  and  consumers  and  dealers  are 
taking  all  of  the  coal  that  can  be  forwarded.  This  is  particularly 
true  of  points  in  the  New  England  states  where  the  temperature  is 
lower  than  in  almost  any  other  part  of  the  country,  and  where  manu¬ 
facturing  interests  have  required  a  larger  tonnage  of  coal  the  present 
season.  Ice-making  ports  are  completely  closed  to  navigation,  but 
deep-water  harbors  are  taking  a  larger  tonnage  than  formerly.  Large 
steam  users  continue  to  call  for  more  coal  than  the  monthly  allot¬ 
ment  under  contract  obligations  provides  for.  Free  coal  is  in  active 
demand  and  there  is  no  accumulation,  although  in  New  York  harbor 
it  is  possible  that  tonnage  may  accumulate  slightly.  The  car  supply 
is  inadequate  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  situation,  although  gener¬ 
ally  the  carrying  companies  are  utilizing  facilities  at  their  command 
to  the  fullest  possible  extent.  Embargoes  continue  on  foreign  roads, 
which  is  confining  the  use  of  available  equipment  to  main  trunk 
lines. 

In  the  western  bituminous  trade  the  unusually  mild  weather 
the  past  week  and  a  half  has  resulted  in  the  easier  feeling  with 
prices  lower  somewhat.  This  is  particularly  true  of  all  run-of-mine 
coal,  of  which  the  production  has  been  very  large  recently  owing 
to  the  satisfactory  price  that  could  be  obtained.  Domestic  grades  of 
coal  hold  very  steady  at  preyious  range  of  prices.  Car  supply  is 
showing  a  slight  improvement  from  all  of  the  producing  fields  with 
the  western  states  receiving  better  service  than  any  of  the  other 
mining  regions.  The  railroads  are  well  supplied  with  fuel  at  present 
and  are  not  as  active  a  factor  in  making  purchases  as  they  were, 
which  also  accounts  for  the  easier  feeling. 
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Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Chicago,  III.,  Dec.  15. 

Mild  weather  ever  since  the  advent  of  Decem¬ 
ber  is  having  an  influence  on  market  conditions 
and  prices  on  the  bituminous  product  in  the 
west  are  slightly  easier  than  they  were  a  week 
ago.  Consumption  has  not  been  up  to  the  nor¬ 
mal  point  for  a  week  and  a  half — by  this  is 
meant  the  normal  for  this  season  of  the  year — 
and  consequently  prices  are  sagging.  The  situa¬ 
tion  is  not  beyond  immediate  recovery  at  any 
time  when  the  temperature  reaches  the  point 
which  usually  prevails,  but  with  a  continuance  of 
high  temperature  and  in  the  absence  of  snow  and 
ice  there  may  be  further  price  recessions. 

There  are  conditions  in  transportation  which 
are  likely  to  bring  this  about.  'I'here  has  been 
a  slight  improvement  in  the  tonnage  moving  to 
Chicago  and  other  western  points  from  the  In¬ 
diana  and  Illinois  mines  during  the  past  week. 
The  railroads  are  gradually  getting  caught  up 
with  their  tralihc  and  cars  will  be  in  better  sup¬ 
ply  and  movement  under  present  weather  condi¬ 
tions  will  continue  to  increase  until  all  the  mines 
practically  are  in  operation.  The  week  preceding 
Christmas  is  usually,  one  when  general  freight 
traffic  is  light.  Merchants  are  so  busy  that  they 
are  not  placing  reorders  except  where  necessaries 
must  be  obtained  to  meet  current  demand.  Then 
for  a  fortnight  following  heavy  shippers  are 
cleaning  up  stocks  and  are  not  buying  readily, 
in  anticipation  of  annual  inventories,  all  of  which 
will  reduce  the  total  volume  of  freight  the  car¬ 
rying  companies  will  be  called  upon  to  haul.  In 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  lake  season  is  over  and 
some  equipment  is  now  available  for  the  all-rail 
trade,  it  begins  to  look  as  if  transportation  con¬ 
ditions  would  be  normal  before  the  end  of  the 
present  month,  which  means  that  coal  mines  will 
again  be  able  to  produce  up  to  their  capacity. 

Over  the  holidays,  however,  the  production  of 
coal  will  be  considerably  diminished,  not  because 
of  any  lack  of  cars,  but  because  the  miners  do 
not  work  more  than  half  of  the  time.  As  Christ¬ 
mas  will  come  this  year  on  Monday,  it  may  be 
that  no  work  of  any  consequence  will  be  done 
that  week. 

Western  Storage  Stocks  Are  Low. 

The  situation  of  the  coal  market  in  the  west 
at  this  time  is  peculiar.  Stocks  with  retailers 
and  consumers  are  low,  and  yet  with  an  easier 
market  prevailing  they  are  not  buying  to  any 
great  extent.  There  seems  to  be  the  same  gen¬ 
eral  apathy  which  existed  last  fall  up  to  the  time 
that  the  car  shortage  developed.  Dealers  and 
consumers  who  do  not  have  a  stock  of  coal  avail¬ 
able  at  present  ought  to  take  advantage  of  the 
favorable  conditions.  If  there  is  severe  weather 
later  this  month  there  will  be  a  clamor  for 
coal  in  all  western  territory  at  once.  Many  buy¬ 
ers  will  be  unable  to  obtain  a  supply,  prices  will 
advance  amazingly  and  those  who  neglect  to  take 
advantage  of  the  situation  will  pay  the  price. 
The  present  coal  market  in  the  west  is  like  the 
wheat  pit.  It  is  susceptible  to  any  slight  change 
that  may  occur,  and  those  who  do  not  cover 
their  requirements  will  be  obliged  to  assume  the 
responsibility  later  on. 

In  the  Chicago  market  the  conditions  are  about 
ripe  for  a  famine  in  coal  which  will  set  all  the 
newspapers  to  clamoring  and  cause  dealers  much 
trouble  and  some  losses.  The  three-day  free  time 
rule  now  in  effect  makes  it  impossible  for  ship¬ 
ping  companies  to  carry  any  large  tonnage  of 
coal  on  track.  They  are  obliged  to  dispose  of 
coal  within  the  time  limit  or  pay  car  service 
charges,  and  on  a  declining  market  many  of  them 
are  not  willing  to  run  the  hazard  of  loss  which 
this  means.  The  situation  is  different  with  the 
retailers.  They  know  about  bow  much  coal  ordi¬ 
narily  will  be  required  to  supply  their  trade,  and 
if  they  carry  sufficient  in  stock  to  provide  against 
any  sudden  emergency  that  may  occur  they  will 
occupy  a  strong  position.  The  sudden  advent  of 
cold  weather  would  make  it  impossible  for  the 
carrying  companies  to  rush  sufficient  tonnage  for 
ward  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  situation. 

Some  Prices  Are  Lower. 

During  the  past  week,  western  egg  and  run- 
of-mine  coal  has  shown  an  easier  tendency  as  to 


price  and  pressure  has  been  exerted  at  times  by 
shipping  companies  to  move  coal  on  track.  In 
the  eastern  list  Hocking  coal  is  a  trifle  easier, 
while  there  has  been  a  considerable  tonnage  of 
smokeless  lump  offered  at  prices  much  below  the 
circular  basis.  This  coal  has  been  under  de¬ 
murrage  and  bad  to  be  moved  to  prevent  further 
losses.  Splint  coal  is  not  very  active  and  conces¬ 
sions  have  been  made  in  prices  by  shipping  com¬ 
panies  to  dispose  of  spot  product.  Other  coals 
are  on  about  the  same  basis  as  a  week  ago,  al¬ 
though  demand  is  not  active  on  any  description. 

In  the  western  anthracite  trade  this  week  will 
result  in  the  close  of  lake  navigation  at  Chicago 
and  Milwaukee.  A  few  belated  cargoes  arrived, 
the  last  one  clearing  from  Buffalo  on  Sunday. 
As  a  result  of  the  end  of  the  lake  season,  shipping 
companies  claim  that  there  has  been  a  slight  im¬ 
provement  in  the  car  supply  at  the  collieries  and 
there  is  heavier  loading  for  western  all-rail 
points.  This  coal  will  not  begin  to  arrive  much 
before  the  early  part  of  next  week,  but  coupled 
with  the  mild  weather  ought  to  furnish  con¬ 
siderable  relief  to  those  shippers  who  have  been 
short  of  coal.  Some  all-rail  points  have  been 
neglected  for  several  weeks  owing  to  a  desire  to 
forward  as  much  tonnage  by  water  as  possible 
while  navigation  lasted,  but  from  this  time  for¬ 
ward  they  will  be  given  attention  and  it  will  not 
be  long  until  their  requirements  are  filled. 

Chestnut  Coal  Is  Still  Scarce. 

Shipping  companies  are  complaining  of  more  or 
less  lethargy  with  reference  to  egg  coal  which  is 
accumulating  with  some  of  them.  Where  grate 
size  has  been  forwarded  to  dock  points  unsold, 
it  is  also  more  or  less  neglected.  The  demand  for 
chestnut  continues  to  be  as  active  as  ever,  how¬ 
ever,  and  the  tonnage  coming  forward  is  short  of 
the  requirements.  The  season  of  famine  in  this 
description  has  continued  longer  than  usual  this 
year.  Generally  by  December  first,  shipping  com¬ 
panies  are  fairly  well  caught  up  with  this  class 
of  business,  but  it  may  be  the  early  part  of  the 
year  before  all  the  western  orders  are  filled. 

Retail  demand  is  more  or  less  quiet,  owing  to 
the  high  temperature  and  the  light  consumption. 
Dealers  generally  in  the  west  anticipate  that  un¬ 
less  it  turns  unusually  cold,  this  situation  will 
continue  dull  till  after  the  holidays,  as  consumers 
generally  buy  on  a  hand-to-mouth  basis  the  last 
half  of  the  month,  Christmas  shopping  depleting 
their  resources. 

Smokeless  Lump  Is  Easy. 

In  the  bituminous  trade,  there  is  a  much  easier 
feeling  on  smokeless  lump  in  the  western  market. 
Prevailing  quotations  this  week  are  $2.25@2.35 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  lump  where  coal  is  to  be 
shipped  on  the  basis  of  $4.30@,4.40  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago.  Standard  grades  of  egg  coal  generally 
command  ten  cents  higher  per  ton  where  the  coal 
is  to  be  shipped.  Spot  product  has  been  largely 
neglected  for  the  past  ten  days  and  some  accumu¬ 
lation  has  resulted  which  has  brought  demur¬ 
rage  lump  as  low  as  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or 
$4.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  This  coal  is  well  cleaned 
up  now  and  it  is  expected  that  the  market  will 
recover  to  about  the  basis  named  as  applying  to 
coal  to  be  shipped,  viz :  $2.25@2.35  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines.  Lump  and  egg  at  $2.75  seems  to  be  en¬ 
tirely  out  of  the  question  in  the  western  market 
under  existing  conditions.  War  Eagle  smoke¬ 
less  is  held  at  $2.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $4.25 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Standard  grades  of  run-of-mine 
smokeless  coal  are  quoted  at  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines  or  $3.55  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  At  these  figures 
the  tonnage  arriving  is  short  of  the  demand  and 
at  times  buyers  have  found  it  difficult  to  meet 
their  requirements.  War  Eagle  smokeless  is 
quoted  at  $1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.15  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Car  supply  out  of  the  producing  re¬ 
gions  is  believed  to  be  improving  slightly,  almost 
summer  weather  having  been  experienced  in 
West  Virginia  last  week. 

In  the  splint  list  the  present  movement  is 
largely  confined  to  contracts.  Spot  buying  is  al¬ 
most  nil  and  shippers  having  coal  standing  on 
track  are  obliged  to  do  considerable  shopping 
around  in  order  to  dispose  of  it.  Some  demur¬ 
rage  lump  product  has  sold  down  as  low  as  $1.60 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  during 


the  week.  Current  quotations  on  coal  to  be 
shipped  are  on  the  basis  of  $1.75@1.85  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  for  the  standard  grades  and  sizes  or  $3.65 
@3.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Fairmont  Coal  Rules  Steady. 

Fairmont  coal  holds  to  about  the  same  basis 
as  last  week.  Movement  to  Chicago  continues  to 
be  rather  light  and  in  the  absence  of  heavy  spot 
supplies  there  has  been  little  tendency  to  lower 
prices.  Three-quarter  product  is  quoted  on  the 
basis  of  $1.15(§'1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.05@ 
3.35  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Domestic  lump  is  on  the 
basis  of  $1.75@1.85  f.  o.  b^  the  mine  or  $3.65@ 
3.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Youghiogheny  coal  is  in  better  supply  and 
shipping  companies  at  Pittsburg  are  more  in¬ 
clined  to  accept  orders  for  western  all-rail  move¬ 
ment  than  they  were  a  week  or  two  ago.  The 
close  of  the  season  of  lake  navigation  has  di¬ 
verted  some  coal  to  the  all-rail  trade,  and  while 
there  is  considerable  complaint  in  that  field  of 
a  shortage  of  cars  yet,  prices  are  slightly  easier 
than  they  were.  Inch-and-a-quarter  lump  coal  is 
quoted  at  $1.50®!. 60  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.40@ 
3.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Three-quarter  coal  is  held 
at  $1.35@1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.25@'3.40 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Very  little  run-of-mine  comes 
to  Chicago  and  quotations  therefore  are  nominal. 

The  situation  as  to  Hocking  coal  continues  to 
be  more  or  less  complex.  Some  high-grade  prod¬ 
uct  on  which  the  producers  are  oversold  is  still 
held  at  $1.90®'2.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or  $3.55@ 
3.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Generally  the  trading  in 
spot  coal  on  the  Chicago  market  has  been  on 
the  basis  of  ten  cents  lower  per  ton,  the  prevail¬ 
ing  range  being  $3.50@3.65  f.  o.  b.  this  city,  while 
some  coal  under  demurrage  has  sold  below  these 
figures.  The  car  supply  out  of  the  valley  has 
not  yet  improved  to  any  great  extent,  but  de¬ 
mand  is  not  as  keen  as  it  was  and  inquiries  for 
this  grade  of  coal  are  falling  off.  Doubtless  it 
will  continue  quiet  until  the  weather  is  more 
favorable  for  a  wide  consumption. 

Western  Coals  Are  Slightly  Weaker. 

Western  coals  have  weakened  in  the  Chicago 
market,  probably  to  a  greater  extent  than  at 
country  points.  The  three  day  demurrage  rule 
has  made  it  necessary  that  disposition  shall  be 
furnished  promptly  upon  the  arrival  of  the  coal 
and  this  requires  pressure  upon  the  part  of  the 
shipper  to  force  sales  in  some  instances.  Out¬ 
side  of  Chicago  demurrage  rules  have  not  been 
modified  so  that  conditions  are  not  quite  the  same 
and  prices  generally  rule  steady  at  the  previous 
range. 

Sullivan  county  domestic  lump  is  held  firm 
at  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or  $2.80  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago.  Egg  coal  seems  to  be  in  better  supply  and 
consequently  is  some  easier.  Sullivan  county 
product  has  sold  at  $1.80@1.90  f.  o.  b.  the  mines 
during  the  week  or  $2.60@2.70  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Movement  outside  of  Chicago  generally  is  on  the 
basis  of  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mines.  Run-of-mine 
coal  seems  to  be  steady  as  regards  the  Sullivan 
county  product  and  is  held  at  $1.20@1.25  f.  o.  b. 
the  mines  or  $2.00@2.05  t.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Screen¬ 
ings  are  quoted  on  the  basis  of  70@S0c  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $1.50@1.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Linton  coal  corresponds  in  price  to  Sullivan 
county,  except  that  now  and  then  the  minimum 
price  on  lump  and  egg  has  been  shaded  slightly 
from  the  quotations  given  above.  Brazil  block 
coal  holds  steady  at  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for 
lump  or  $3.05  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

In  Illinois  coals  Carterville  lump  and  egg  for 
shipment  to  points  outside  of  Chicago  generally 
is  quoted  on  the  basis  of  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mines. 
In  movement  to  Chicago  the  quotations  show  a 
wider  range  of  $1.75@2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or 
$2.75@3.00  f.  o.  b.  this  city.  Carterville  screen¬ 
ings  in  the  three-inch  grade  are  held  at  75@S5c 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.75@1.S5  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Washed  coals  are  firm  at  the  quoted  circular 
price. 

Range  of  Springfield  Prices. 

Springfield  and  central  Illinois  coals  are  not 
quite  as  strong  as  they  were.  In  movement  from 
the  mines  lump  and  egg  is  held  on  the  basis  of 
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$1.75@2.00  or  $2.50@2.75  f.  o.  b  Chicago.  Gen¬ 
erally  in  movement  to  points  outside  of  Chicago, 
the  prevailing  price  is  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  mines.  Run- 
of-mine  has  shown  some  accumulation  in  ship¬ 
pers’  hands  and  is  easier  than  it  was.  The  prer 
vailing  quotations  this  week  have  been  $1.10@ 
1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or  $1.85@2.00  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago.  Screenings  are  steady  at  65@75c  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $1.40@1.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 


Market 

Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Dec.  14th. 

The  market  in  Pittsburg  runs  practically  in  the 
same  channels  as  indicated  in  this  review  last 
week,  the  only  change  being  a  slight  shading  in  a 
number  of  features  which  have  grown  more  pro¬ 
nounced,  notably  the  continuance  of  the  lake 
movement,  which  has  resuscitated  after  .a  tem¬ 
porary  halt.  Most  of  the  large  shippers  still  re¬ 
port  shipments  lakeward,  although  coal  for  fuel 
purposes  on  the  lakes  is  not  in  demand  or  any 
more  a  necessity  for  the  present  season.  There 
is  yet  considerable  activity  at  the  docks  and  ship¬ 
ments  to  the  northwest  are  still  being  executed  by 
rail  and  water,  although  nothing  like  the  tonnage 
expected  a  month  ago  will  finally  reach  that  des¬ 
tination  this  year. 

Car  Supply  Shows  Little  Improvement. 

Since  the  decrease  of  the  heavy  lake  movement 
the  relief  in  the  car  situation  is  noticeable,  but 
the  supply  falls  far  short  of  the  actual  require¬ 
ments.  While  larger  shippers  have  considerably 
reduced  the  daily  requisitions  for  cars  for  lake 
movement  most  of  this  rolling  stock  is  being  im¬ 
mediately  taken  up  by  the  steel  and  allied  manu¬ 
facturing  interests  which  are  beset  with  the  same 
difficulties  confronting  the  coal  trade. 

The  remarkably  soft  weather  prevailing  so  far 
this  month  has  had  the  effect  of  upsetting  calcu¬ 
lations  to  a  great  extent  and  some  fear  is  ex¬ 
pressed  locally  that  considerable  loss  will  accrue. 
The  western  market  has  absorbed  an  immense 
tonnage  of  Pittsburg  coal  at  fairly  hig’n  prices  on 
the  presumption  that  these  prices  would  climb 
still  higher  and  that  the  car  situation  would  grow 
worse  instead  of  better.  The  tardy  condition  of 
the  winter  season  has  made  the  retail  trade,  espe¬ 
cially,  erratic  in  the  extreme.  Advances  in  retail 
prices  can  not  be  enforced  with  as  much  ease 
as  would  be  possible  under  sane  winter  climatic 
conditions  which  ordinarily  prevail  at  this  time. 

Pittsburg  rail  prices  are  being  maintained  at 
the  range  last  published  in  this  reivew,  with  run- 
of-mine  at  $1.25  per  ton,  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  qs  a 
base.  Slack,  as  before  stated,  is  the  disturber  this 
week.  Even  the  largest  shipper  is  embarrassed 
when  he  is  asked  for  a  shipment  of  ten  cars  or 
more  on  the  spot.  Slack  orders  for  delivery  later 
than  January  first  are  not  negotiated,  as  the  out¬ 
look  for  the  developments  around  that  period  are 
such  as  to  warrant  the  belief  that  there  will  come 
a  distinct  advance  in  quotations :  95c@$1.00  per 
ton  is  the  ruling  price. 

River  coal  movement  has  kept  up  well  since  the 
barge  stage  arrived  last  week,  but  the  end  of  the 
current  week  will  probably  see  the  last  river  ship¬ 
ment  south  for  the  present  year.  Virtually  two 
river  shipments  were  made  on  this  rise  with  the 
same  tow  and  barge  outfits,  barges  and  steamers 
which  left  this  harbor  the  early  part  of  last  week 
having  already  been  returned. 

Doings  in  the  Coke  Trade. 

A  substantial  gain  was  made  in  the  coke  trade 
this  week  following  a  short  period  of  comparative 
quiet.  Production,  shipments  and  prices  shared 
alike  in  the  improvement  and  the  outlook  for  a 
record  marking  season  of  1906  is  exceedingly  en¬ 
couraging.  A  plentiful  supply  of  cars  in  the  coke 
region,  a  healthy  demand  and  bright  prospects  for 
the  future,  all  make  for  a  satisfactory  condition  of 
the  trade.  About  500  new  ovens  were  put  into 
operation  last  week  in  the  Connellsville  region. 
The  new  Shoaf  and  Bitner  plants  are  in  full  oper¬ 
ation  and  the  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Co.  is  daily  adding 
to  its  capacity. 


Danville  district  coal  is  quoted  on  the  same 
basis  f.  o.  b.  Chicago  as  Springfield.  Northern 
Illinois  third-vein  coal  rules  steady  at  the  circular 
quotations.  Franklin  and  Saline  coals  are  steady 
on  the  same  basis  as  Carterville  product. 

The  coke  situation  seems  to  be  considerably 
involved  this  week.  Some  shippers  are  of  the 
opinion  that  there  is  still  a  considerable  accumu¬ 
lation  at  Chicago,  while  others  are  inclined  to 


The  figures  of  production  and  shipments  for  the 
week  just  closed  show  that  out  of  a  total  of  23,353 
ovens,  22,102  were  in  active  operation,  a  consid¬ 
erable  gain  over  the  previous  week.  Production 
for  the  week  will  come  close  to  280,405  tons,  an 
increase  of  nearly  4,000  tons  over  the  output  of 
the  preceding  week.  The  shipments  aggregated 

11.900  cars,  or  286,363  tons.  The  combined  ship¬ 
ments  of  coke  from  the  Connellsville,  Uniontown, 
Scottdale  and  Masontown  fields  amounted  to 

355.900  tons. 

New  Coke  Operations. 

The  Southern  Connellsville  Coke  Co.,  of  which 
W.  C.  Magee,  of  the  Pickands-Magee  Coke  Co., 
is  president,  expects  to  fire  100  new  ovens  at  the 
plant  in  the  Masontown  field  this  week. 

The  Husted- Seamans  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has 
completed  a  block  of  100  new  ovens  and  another 
100  will  be  built  in  the  spring  at  the  company’s 
plant  at  Uniontown.  A  new  river  tipple  and  ac¬ 
cessories  are  now  in  the  course  of  construction. 

New  Pittsburg-Buffalo  Co.  Officials. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Pittsburg- 
Buffalo  Co.  this  week  a  number  of  changes  were 
made  in  the  official  personnel  of  that  company, 
this  action  being  made  necessary  by  the  death 
last  week  of  the  secretary  and  treasurer,  William 
I.  Jones.  David  G.  Jones,  formerly  secretary  and 
general  manager,  has  been  made  vice-president, 
general  manager  and  treasurer,  and  E.  F.  Miller,  a 
director  of  the  compan}',  has  taken  up  the  duties 
of  secretary  and  purchasing  agent.  Mr.  Jones, 
the  new  treasurer,  is  one  of  the  most  active  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  company.  In  connection  with  his  new 
duties  he  will  continue  to  look  after  the  general 
operation  of  the  numerous  mines  belonging  to 
the  Jones  interests. 

Mr.  Miller,  the  new  secretary,  is  the  youngest 
member  of  the  company  and  the  only  director  who 
does  not  carry  the  name  of  Jones.  He  is  but 
twenty-three  years  of  age,  but  his  age  does  not 
indicate  his  practical  experience  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  business  affairs.  Three  years  ago  he  was 
the  vice-president  of  the  Big  Hill  Coal  Co.,  of 
Richmond,  Ky.,  the  full  control  of  the  corpora¬ 
tion  devolving  upon  him.  He  has  served  in  this 
capacity  since  that  time,  although  actively  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  offices  of  the  Pittsburg-Buffalo  Co. 
in  Pittsburg.  Mr.  Miller  entered  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness  after  he  left  the  public  schools  in  Mononga- 
hela  City.  He  has  also  been  connected  with  the 
work  of  manufacturing  of  brick,  sewer  pipe  and 
kindred  commodities  engaged  in  by  the  Pittsburg- 
Buffalo  Co. 

Capt.  S.  S.  Brown  Dead. 

Capt.  S.  S.  Brown,  for  many  years  a  prominent 
figure  in  the  Pittsburg  coal  trade,  and  latterly 
better  known  as  one  of  the  most  prominent 
patrons  of  the  American  turf,  died  Monday  morn¬ 
ing,  December  eleventh,  at  his  home  at  Brown’s 
Station,  this  city,  after  an  illness  covering  nearly 
two  years.  Captain  Brown  was  in  ill  health  for 
a  number  of  years,  and  within  the  current  year  he 
suffered  two  paralytic  strokes  from  which  he 
could  not  recover. 

The  public  at  large  knows  the  deceased  best  by 
his  extensive  racing  interests.  He  was  the  owner 
of  many  notable  horses  and  brood  farms  and  he 
was  a  conspicuous  figure  wherever  turfmen  met. 
His  death  removes  one  of  the  strongest  figures  of 
the  American  turf  and  a  review  of  his  activities 
and  successes  in  his  favorite  sport  would  fill 
countless  pages.  The  trade  will  be  more  inter- 


believe  that  some  of  the  surplus  has  been  cleaned 
up.  Apparently  there  is  a  sufficient  tonnage  of 
foundry  coke  for  immediate  requirements,  and 
it  is  safe  to  assume  that  buying  will  be  more  oi 
less  quiet  during  the  ne.xt  fortnight  in  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  the  annual  inventories  of  the  foundry 
companies.  A  fair  quotation  on  this  product  is 
$3.25@3.5()  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens  or  $5.90@6.15  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago. 


csted  to  know  something  of  his  business  connec¬ 
tions,  particularly  as  touching  the  coal  industry. 

Captain  Brown  was  born  in  1842  at  Minersville, 
near  Pittsburg.  His  father,  William  H.  Brown, 
was  a  miner  who  accumulated  enough  money  to 
start  in  business  for  himself.  When  the  elder 
Brown  died  his  son  became  active  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  coal  interests  and  with  his  brother, 
W.  Harry  Brown,  formed  the  W.  H.  Brown’s 
Sons  Coal  Co.  Their  principal  enterprises  were 
at  Boston,  Pa.,  and  they  also  maintained  a  large 
boat  yard  at  Brown’s  Station.  Captain  Brown 
owned  many  boats  in  the  Mississippi  trade  and 
was  interested  in  the  Natchez  and  Robert  E.  Lee, 
whose  famous  race  in  1875  attracted  much  atten¬ 
tion. 

He  was  president  of  the  Arkansas  Packet  Co., 
Cairo  Coal  Co.,  Monongahela  Packet  Co.,  director 
of  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  director  in  the  Marine  National  bank, 
and  president  and  principal  owner  of  the  Home¬ 
stead  &  Pittsburg  Bridge  Co.  He  was  also  prac¬ 
tically  sole  owner  of  the  Brown  Hoisting  Machin¬ 
ery  Co.  The  full  scope  of  his  business  and  finan¬ 
cial  interests  was  enormous  and  he  leaves  an 
estate  of  several  million  dollars. 

Of  his  surviving  relatives  one  brother,  W.  Plarry 
Brown,  a  local  coal  shipper,  and  one  sister,  Mrs. 
Lizzie  S.  Ward,  remain.  His  wife  and  two  chil¬ 
dren  died  several  years  ago. 

The  funeral  was  held  Wednesday  afternoon  of 
this  week,  the  services  occurring  at  the  late  home. 
The  Pittsburg  Coal  Exchange  passed  resolutions 
of  regret  and  condolence  and  members  of  that 
organization  attended  the  funeral  in  a  body. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES.' 

H.  J.  Lawrence,  representing  M.  A.  Hanna  & 
Co.,  of  Cleveland,  was  a  business  visitor  in  Pitts¬ 
burg  this  week. 

Harry  P.  Jones,  president  of  the  Big  Hill  Coal 
Co.,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  returned  to  that  city  the 
early  part  of  this  week  after  having  spent  a  week 
in  this  city  and  Monongahela,  Pa.,  on  personal 
business. 

George  W.  'I'heis,  vice-president  and  genera.l 
manager  of  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  has  been  occupied  with  river 
coal  business  for  his  company  at  Cincinnati  and 
other  southern  river  points.  He  returned  the 
early  part  of  the  week. 

George  Garvey,  who  was  actively  identified  with 
the  river  coal  trade  of  western  Pennsylvania  a 
number  of  years  ago,  died  at  New  Castle,  Pa., 
December  sixth,  aged  seventy-five  years.  During 
recent  years  he  was  connected  with  the  Carnegie 
steel  mills  at  Braddock,  Pa. 

It  was  announced  this  week  by  the  local  office 
of  the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.  that  it  has  been  de¬ 
cided  to  remove  the  auditing  department  for  the 
northwest  from  Chicago  to  St.  Paul,  Minn.  A 
number  of  changes  may  also  be  made  in  the  sell¬ 
ing  agency,  all  sales  to  be  made  through  one  com¬ 
pany. 

The  H.  C.  Frick  Coke  Co.  is  making  e.xtensive 
additions  to  the  Shoaf  works  in  the  Connellsville 
field.  Two  hundred  ovens  are  being  built.  At 
York  Run,  a  new  plant  near  the  Shoaf  operation, 
300  ovens  are  nearing  completion.  Mining  Engi¬ 
neer  George  Wood,  of  this  city,  has  the  contract 
for  installing  the  electrical  apparatus  at  both  of 
these  operations. 

The  newest  incorporation  in  this  district  is  that 
of  the  Pitt.sburg  &  West  V’irginia  Coal  Co.,  which 
was  chartered  December  sixth.  The  operations 
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of  the  new  concern  will  be  at  New  Cumberland, 
Hancock  county,  W.  Va.  'I'he  capital  stock  is 
placed  at  $1,000,000  and  the  incorporators  are 
E.  VV.  Marland,  O.  W.  Ainslee,  Samuel  C.  Col¬ 
lins,  Alfred  Marland  and  A.  S.  Cook. 

The  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  has  been  particularly  unfortunate  during 
the  last  two  weeks  in  the  matter  of  losses  to  river 
craft  and  shipments.  Following  the  virtual  loss  of 
tlic  steamer  I  wilight  comes  news  of  the  sinking 
of  live  barges  laden  with  coal  at  the  bridge  of  the 


Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad  at  Cincinnati  last 
Wednesday.  An  effort  will  be  made  to  raise  the 
sunken  steamer  Twilight,  which  lies  in  the  water 
near  Braddock. 

J.  V.  Thompson,  of  Uniontown,  the  well  known 
coal  operator  and  the  promoter  of  the  Uniontown 
&  VVheeling  short  line,  spent  part  of  the  week 
in  Pittsburg  on  business  connected  with  the  rail¬ 
road.  It  was  reported  that  the  holdings  of  the 
new  road  and  those  of  the  Leckrone,  Wheeling  &. 
Greene  County  railroad  have  been  sold  to  inter¬ 


ests  to  which  they  would  otherwise  be  hostile, 
but  this  was  denied  by  Mr.  Thompson. 

'I  he  Pittsburg  &  Westmoreland  Coal  Co.  re¬ 
cently  organized  by  the  consolidation  of  the  Shoen- 
berger  and  other  companies,  has  arranged  to  take 
up  its  office  quarters  in  the  new  Fulton  building 
on  Uuquesne  Way.  A  suite  of  twelve  rooms  on 
the  tenth  floor  has  been  leased.  They  will  be 
ready  for  occupancy  next  April.  The  affairs  of 
the  company  are  now  being  managed  from  the 
Shoenberger  offices  in  the  Frick  building. 


Market  Conditions  and  Trade  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 


Ora'iCE  OF  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Dec.  14. 

It  is  the  general  opinion  here  that  decidedly 
marked  changes  will  follow  either  a  few  days 
of  continued  warm  weather  or  a  few  days  ol 
even  seasonably  cold  weather.  Bor  more  tiian  a 
week  the  wcainer  has  been  more  like  Uciober  than 
December,  and  as  a  consequence  the  usual  buy¬ 
ers  of  coal  have  become  quite  mditferenl  about 
car  supply  and  prices,  and  it  is  freely  predicted 
that  another  week  of  the  same  kind  of  weather 
would  cause  a  slump  in  this  market.  As  it  is, 
the  people  are  simply  indilterent,  and  a  week  of 
zero  weather,  or  even  hard  freezing  weather 
probably  would  cause  another  rush  of  orders 
and  a  stampede  for  coal,  fins  goes  to  show  that 
from  this  time  forward,  tins  market  will  be  con¬ 
trolled  almost  directly  by  the  weather. 

f  he  retail  trade  m  this  city  has  not  been  so 
dull  since  the  middle  of  summer,  'ihe  largest 
distributer  of  smokeless  coal  has  had  more  horses 
standing  idle  m  the  stables  this  week  than  ever 
before  m  its  experience.  Other  retail  concerns 
report  that  business  is  unusually  dull  in  other 
grades  of  coal,  which  is  a  straw  to  show  which 
way  the  wind  blows,  it  indicates  that  most 
everybody  who  could  afford  to  do  so,  stored  m 
coal  last  July,  August  and  September  when  the 
price  was  down  to  the  minimum,  and  that  the 
only  people  who  are  buying  now  are  those  who 
are  compelled  to  do  so  because  they  have  none. 
As  the  weather  has  been  unusually  warm  the 
demand  for  coal  has  been  correspondingly  light, 
if  a  sudden  cold  wave  or  prolonged  cold  weather 
should  ensue,  doubtless  an  avalanche  of  orders 
would  come  m  on  the  first  north ‘wind.  This  is 
undoubtedly  the  coal  situation  here.  No  changes 
have  been  made  in  retail  prices.  Pocahontas 
and  New  River  smokeless  lump  is  quoted  at 
$4.50  a  ton  delivered;  Pittsburg,  Kanawha, 
i'hacker,  Fairmont,  and  such  grades  of  lump, 
$3.50;  run-of-mme,  $2.:i5@3.50;  nut  and  slack 
$1.75^2.25;  anthracite,  $7.50,  and  gas  coke 
9(cyi0  cents  a  bushel. 

Wholesale  Demand  Is  Quiet. 

The  wholesale  market,  while  it  does  not  show 
anywhere  near  the  symptoms  of  dullness  that  are 
apparent  in  the  retail  trade,  is  in  a  distinctly 
quiescent  state,  and  its  future  is  dependent  upon 
the  weather.  Last  week’s  prices  are  being  main¬ 
tained,  except  for  shipment  to  the  distinctly  Cin¬ 
cinnati  market,  and  prices  for  coal  to  this  terri¬ 
tory  have  been  shaded  in  some  instances  as  much 
as  twenty-five  cents  a  ton.  Quotations  for  ship¬ 
ment  to  all  other  points  are  practically  un¬ 
changed  from  last  week.  Pocahontas  and  New 
River  lump  and  egg  are  worth  $2.50@2.75  a  ton 
at  the  mines ;  smokeless  run-of-mine,  $1.50@1.65 ; 
War  Eagle  lump  and  egg  are  quoted  at  $2.35; 
three-quarter  lump,  $2.10,  and  run-of-mine,  $2.10. 
Kanawha,  Thacker  and  other  standard  lump 
range  from  $1.85  upward,  while  block  lump  and 
other  special  preparation  lump  are  worth  as  much 
as  $2.25  a  ton  at  the  mines.  There  is  a  very 
active  demand  for  steam  coal,  and  producers  are 
experiencing  no  trouble  in  getting  65  cents  a  ton 
at  the  mines  for  very  ordinary  grades,  and  as 
much  as  85  cents  for  favorite  high  grade  de¬ 
scriptions. 

There  is  nothing  new  in  the  car  situation.  The 
general  supply  of  equipment  is  as  bad  as  ever. 
Here  and  there  a  concern  reports  a  little  improve¬ 
ment,  but  it  is  usually  to  even  up  for  an  inade¬ 
quate  supply  in  the  past,  and  the  improvement 
lasts  only  a  day  or  two. 

Coke  is  not  as  strong  this  week  as  it  has  been 
for  some  time.  There  is  still  a  good  demand  for 


it,  however,  and  with  box  cars  as  scarce  as  they 
have  been,  and  are  likely  to  be,  the  producers 
of  this  grade  of  fuel  appear  to  have  no  fear 
of  the  coke  market  declining  to  any  great  extent 
soon. 

Peoples  Coal  Co.  Buys  Clyde  Barges. 

A  deal  of  considerable  importance  was  closed 
up  a  few  days  ago,  whereby  the  Peoples  Coal  Co., 
of  Pittsburg,  bought  all  the  barges  of  the  Clyde 
Coal  Co.,  of  that  city.  Most  of  the  barges  were 
at  Cincinnati  at  the  time  and  loaded  with  coal, 
and  the  Peoples  Co.  bought  coal  and  all.  The 
Clyde  Coal  Co.  will  retire  from  the  Cincinnati 
trade  for  the  time  being,  at  least.  The  deal, 
which  amounts  to  about  $40,000,  does  not  affect 
the  Pittsburg  business  of  the  Clyde  Co.,  which 
will  continue  as  heretofore,  in  the  Pittsburg  river 
coal  trade. 

Steamer  Coal  City  Hits  Bridge. 

The  Pittsburg  tow  boat.  Coal  City,  on  its  way 
from  Pittsburg  to  Louisville  with  a  tow  of  coal, 
struck  the  Kentucky  channel  pier  of  the  Chesa¬ 
peake  &  Ohio  bridge  last  Wednesday,  and  sank 
six  or  seven  coal  boats  loaded  with  coal,  entail¬ 
ing  a  considerable  loss  upon  the  Monongahela 
River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of  Pitts¬ 
burg.  The  present  coal  run  was  a  particularly 
unfortunate  one  for  the  river  shippers,  as  the 
towboats  Harry  Brown,  J.  B.  Williams  and  Ray¬ 
mond  Horner  also  met  with  losses  on  the  lower 
( ihio. 

Regret  Death  of  Capt.  Sam  Brown. 

Capt.  Samuel  S.  Brown,  the  millionaire  coal 
and  horse  man,  was  probably  known  by  every 
coal  dealer  in  Cincinnati,  as  well  as  by  a  large 
number  of  other  persons  in  all  walks  of  life. 
His  death  is  universally  regretted  here.  He  at 
one  time  owned  the  W.  H.  Brown  coal  elevators 
ill  this  city  and  enjoyed  the  largest  retail  coal 
business  at  this  point.  Many  of  the  coal  men 
feel  that  they  have  lost  a  personal  friend  in  the 
death  of  Capt.  Sam  Brown. 

Norfolk  &  Western  to  Charge  Demurrage. 

There  is  a  well  defined  rumor  going  the  rounds, 
though  no  official  notice  has  yet  been  received, 
to  the  effect  that  after  January  first,  1906,  the 
Norfolk  &  Western  railroad  will  take  away  the 
privilege  it  has  been  giving  its  coal  shippers  for 
some  time  of  holding  coal  at  Clare.  It  is  said 
that  with  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  railroad 
will  charge  demurrage  on  all  coal  not  moved 
within  a  specified  limit  of  time.  It  will  not  make 
any  particular  difference  to  the  coal  shippers 
at  this  time,  when  the  railroads  are  far  behind 
in  their  supply  of  cars,  and  when  nobody  has 
any  free  coal,  but  the  coal  men  are  looking  into 
the  future,  and  see  great  trouble  in  store.  This 
road,  for  a  long  time,  has  given  the  coal  men 
the  privilege  of  holding  unsold  coal  a  reasonable 
time  at  Clare  without  charging  car  service,  and 
this  has  enabled  these  shippers  to  supply  trade 
adjacent  to  Cincinnati  that  could  not  have  been 
obtained  without  this  advantage,  and  which  can 
not  be  held  if  it  is  taken  aawy. 

Personal  and  News  Notes. 

F.  C.  Todd,  president  of  the  Damascus  Coal 
Co.,  returned  Monday  from  a  week’s  business  trip 
east. 

The  Hyde  Park  Lumber  &  Coal  Co.,  Hyde 
Park,  Ohio  (Cincinnati  suburb),  has  leased  an 


additional  six  acres  of  ground  adjoining  its  pres¬ 
ent  plant,  and  will  greatly  increase  its  busi¬ 
ness. 

B.  E.  Lair,  of  the  Kanawha  &  Pocahontas  Fuel 
Co.,  Toledo,  was  here  on  business  Wednesday  of 
this  week. 

Alexander  Cunninghame,  president  of  the  Luh- 
rig  Coal  Co.,  spent  most  of  the  week  at  the  mines 
at  Luhrig,  Ohio. 

D.  A.  Rardin,  a  well  known  coal  dealer  at 
Athens,  Ohio,  was  a  Cincinnati  business  visitor 
during  the  week. 

O.  P.  Curran  Jr.,  president  of  the  Curran  Coal 
Co.,  has  been  elected  a  member  of  the  Cinciimati 
Chamber  of  Commerce. 

D.  T.  Evans,  general  manager  of  the  Mount 
Carbon  Co.,  Mount  Carbon,  VV.  Va.,  was  in  the 
city  on  business  Monday  of  this  week. 

M.  L.  Conley,  superintendent  of  the  Kentucky 
Block  Cannel  Coal  Co.,  whose  mines  are  located 
at  Cannel  City,  Ky.,  spent  part  of  the  week  here. 

A.  Thornton  Jr.,  one  of  the  principal  coal  deal¬ 
ers  of  Washington  Court  House,  Ohio,  spent  part 
of  last  week  here  in  an  effort  to  replenish  his 
stock  of  fuel. 

Enoch  Carver  and  Winfred  Carver,  well  known 
throughout  the  VV  eat  V  irginia  mining  fields,  were 
visitors  on  ’change  one  day  last  weeic.  ihey  hve 
at  Charleston,  VV.  Va. 

R.  A.  Jaynes,  manager  of  the  Darby  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  IS  putting  m  the  week  at  the  company 
mines  in  Lee  county,  Virginia,  trying  to  increase 
the  output  of  the  properties. 

A.  B.  Meyer,  of  A.  B.  Meyer  &  Co.,  the  larg¬ 
est  retail  coal  company  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  was 
in  Cincinnati  on  business  Alonday,  and  met  quite 
a  number  of  coal  men  on  ’change. 

James  G.  Geegan,  general  manager  of  the 
Clyde  Coal  Co.,  Pittsburg,  passed  through  Cin¬ 
cinnati  Monday  on  his  way  south  looking  after 
some  of  the  business  of  this  company. 

Thomas  R.  Morgan,  general  manager  of  the 
Pocahontas  company  and  general  sales  agent  for 
the  Kentucky  Block  Cannel  Coal  Co.,  was  called 
to  Lexington,  Ky.,  this  week  on  business. 

E.  P.  Merrill,  general  manager  of  the  United 
States  Coal  &  Oil  Co.,  with  headquarters  at  Lo¬ 
gan,  VV.  Va.,  and  president  of  the  Guyan  Valley 
Fuel  Co.,  Huntington,  VV.  Va.,  is  in  tlie  city. 

William  Clauss,  president  and  manager  of  tlie 
Cincinnati  Gas  Coke  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  accom¬ 
panied  the  Cincinnati  council  committee  on  its 
trip  to  the  West  Virginia  natural  gas  fields  as  an 
expert. 

William  Burlingham,  western  manager  of  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  is  making 
the  rounds  of  the  large  cities  in  the  northern  part 
of  his  district,  including  Cleveland,  Toledo,  De¬ 
troit,  and  Chicago. 

F.  D.  Buskirk,  well  known  in  the  local  coal 
and  railroad  circles,  is  now  with  the  Cincinnati 
Gas  Coke  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  w  ith  the  title  of 
assistant  manager,  in  charge  of  tlie  eastern  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  company. 

In  the  United  States  court  Tuesday,  Judge 
Lurton  granted  a  new. trial  in  the  case  wherein 
the  Jones  &  Adams  Co.,  of  Chicago,  was  given 
a  verdict  of  $65,000  against  the  Luhrig  Coal  Co., 
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of  this  city.  The  litigation  grew  out  of  an  al¬ 
leged  violation  of  contract,  and  the  late  turn  of 
affairs  appears  to  be  a  big  victory  for  the 
Luhrig  Co. 

J.  P.  Batirer,  manager  of  the  W.  H.  Brown’s 
Son  branch  of  the  Monongahela  River  Consoli¬ 
dated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  went  to  _  Pittsburgh  this 
week  to  attend  the  funeral  of  his  life  long  friend, 
Capt.  Samuel  S.  Brown. 

George  W.  Theis,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Pittsburg,  was  here  Friday  on 
his  way  home  from  Louisville.  Mr.  Theis  has 
been  south  looking  after  the  recent  large  ship¬ 
ments  of  Pittsburg  coal  by  river. 

T.  J.  Hall,  widely  known  in  river  circles  as 
the  proprietor  of  T.  J.  Hall  &  Co.,  wholesale  and 
retail  dealers  in  coal  and  sand,  is  confined  to  his 
bed  with  a  very  severe  attack  of  pneumonia. 
His  life  was  despaired  of  Saturday,  but  he  rallied, 
and  has  been  reported  slightly  better  since. 

E.  F.  Bardin,  formerly  in  charge  of  the  office 
of  the  Virginia  Anthracite  Coal  Co.,  which  closed 
its  Cincinnati  office  December  first,  is  now  on  the 
road  for  the  Curran  Coal  Co.,  selling  Lingo  and 
Economy  coal.  He  has  had  considerable  expe¬ 
rience  on  the  road  and  is  a  good  salesman. 

J.  H.  Graves,  who  has  been  on  the  road  for 
several  months  for  the  Darby  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
and  who  has  made  a  large  number  of  friends  in 
the  coal  business,  has  resigned  his  position,  and 
moved  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  to  take  charge  of  the 
office  of  the  Guarantee  Title  &  Trust  Co.,  of  that 
city. 

Col.  Thomas  N.  Mordue.  Chicago  representa¬ 
tive  of  Castner.  Curran  &  Bullitt,  and  one  of  the 
most  widely  known  coal  men  in  the  country, 
spent  Monday  and  Tuesday  in  this  city  looking 
for  more  cars.  Colonel  Mordue  made  a  pleasant 
call  at  the  Cincinnati  office  of  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond. 

R.  Holmyard,  formerly  general  manager  of  the 
Cumberland  Valley  Fuel  Co.,  and  latp  rnanager 
of  the  Consolidated  Fuel  Co._,  of  this  city,  has 
connected  himself  with  the  Cincinnati  Gas  Coke 
Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  and  has  been  given  the  title 
of  assistant  manager,  in  -  charge  of  the  southern 
business  of  the  company. 

F.  L.  Garrison,  president  of  the  Kanawha  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  returned  Tuesday  from  a  week’s 
trip  through  Tennessee,  where  he  went  to  ex¬ 
amine  some  zinc  mines  in  which  he  is  largely 
Interested.  He  reports  that  the  outlook  is  par¬ 
ticularly  bright  for  his  company,  which  now  has 
a  large  amount  of  ore  ready  for  separation. 

The  Marmet  Coal  Co.,  of  this  city,  is  experienc¬ 
ing  considerable  trouble  at  present  on  account 
of  one  of  its  big  coal  piles  taking  fire_.  Strenuous 
efforts  have  been  made  to  extinguish  the  fire, 
but  without  avail,  and  it  is  probable  that  2,500 
or  3,000  tons  of  coal  will  have  to  be  moved  and 
disposed  of  at  once  in  order  to  stop  the  fire. 

Among  the  new  regulations  at  Idlewild,  the 
station 'where  most  of  the  Norfolk  &  Western 
reconsigning  is  done,  a  rule  has  just  been  issued 
bv  the  yard-master  to  the  effect  that  all  recon¬ 
signing  orders  for  coal  must  be  in  the  yard- 
master’s  office  at  fdlewild  before  eleven  o’clock 
in  the  morning.  The  coal  men  are  wondering  at 
the  rule,  because  the  railroad  is  usually  from  two 
days  to  two  weeks  behind  in  filling  its  recon¬ 
signment  orders. 

The  proiect  of  another  bridge  across  the  Ohio 
river  at  Cincinnati  is  again  revived  bv_  the  fact 
that  a  lot  of  surveyors  have  been  working  along 
the  river  bank  gnd  in  Turkey  bottoms  for  several 
days.  It  is  reported  that  a  bridge  is  to  be  con¬ 
structed  from  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  tracks  at 
Coal  Haven,  about  six  miles  above  the  central 
part  of  the  city,  to  join  the  tracks  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  system,  for  the  purpose  of  diverting  a 
large  amount  of  coal  traffic  that  now  has  to  be 
hauled  over  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  bridge,  and 
through  the  congested  part  of  the  city.  The 
bridge,  if  built,  would  also  serve  as  the  upper 
end  of  the  big  loop  around  the  city  proposed  by 
the  projectors  of  a  new  belt  railroad.  Railroad 
men  have  been  interviewed  on  the  subject  during 
the  past  few  days,  but  they  profess  to  know  noth¬ 
ing  about  it. 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Dec.  14. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.') — The  weather  in  the  southwest  has 
moderated  after  two  weeks  of  freezing  temper¬ 
ature  and  the  coal  market  is  feeling  the  effect  of 
the  change.  But  the  trade  is  still  active  and 
suffers  only  by  comparison  with  the  booming  de¬ 
mand  that  preceded  the  rise  in  the  temperature. 
The  operators  and  dealers  really  welcome  the 
change  in  the  weather,  as  its  affords  them  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  store  up  coal  and  prepare  for  the  next 
cold  snap,  which  may  come  at  any  time. 

Last  week  the  heavy  demand  for  coal,  coupled 
with  the  scarcity  of  coal  cars,  caused  an  advance 
in  the  prices  of  bituminous  coal  most  in  demand, 
including  Cherokee  lump  and  nut,  which  are  the 
favorites  with  domestic  consumers  who  do  not 
burn  the  more  expensive  and  satisfactory  semi¬ 
anthracite.  Cherokee  lump  was  raised  from  $4.00 
to  $4.25  retail  and  Cherokee  nut  from  $3.75  to 
$4.00.  Corresponding  advances  were  made  in 
the  wholesale  prices  of  these  grades.  Arkansas 
semi-anthracite  is  still  held  at  $6.00  a  ton  and 
Arkansas  anthracite  at  $8.00  a  ton.  Lexington 
bituminous  coal  brings  $4.00 ;  Ardmore  and  Be- 
vier  bituminous  $3.75;  Farmers’  $4.25.  Semi¬ 
anthracite  slack  and  bituminous  slack  bring  $4.50 
and  $3.00  a  ton  respectively. 

Pennsylvania  anthracite  is  $11.00  a  ton  and 
there  is  little  demand  for  it  in  this  market.  The 
demand  has  been  growing  less  each  year.  If  this 
coal  could  be  brought  down  the  Ohio  and  up 
the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  rivers  in  barges  to 
Kansas  City  and  sold  at  $8.00  or  $8.50  a  ton,  it 
would  be  in  great  demand  and  drive  many  other 
coals  out  of  the  market.  Unfortunately,  however, 
the  Missouri  river  is  not  in  good  condition  for 
navigation  and  will  not  be  till  congress  appro¬ 
priates  a  few  million  dollars  for  channel  improve¬ 
ments. 

Car  Situation  Is  Improved. 

The  car  situation  in  the  southwest  shows  some 
improvement  this  week,  but  the  bettered  con¬ 
dition  is  not  permanent. 

The  shortage  of  coal  cars  and  the  fact  that 
most  of  the  railroads  have  more  business  than 
they  are  equipped  to  handle  at  this  time  of  year, 
makes  the  coal  situation  a  little  precarious.  Kan¬ 
sas  City  is  fairly  safe,  but  the  smaller  cities  and 
towns  in  Kansas  City  territory  stand  a  chance 
of  suffering  if  cold  weather  of  long  duration 
should  come. 

Coal  freight  rates  are  low  compared  to  the 
rates  on  grain  and  live  stock,  so  that  an  engine 
and  train  crew  will  earn  as  much  for  a  railroad 
in  one  day  hauling  farm  products  as  they  will  in 
two  days  hauling  coal.  The  result  is  that  every 
extensive  coal  operator  will  be  sitting  up  nights 
with  the  railroad  superintendents,  if  a  severe 
storm  should  come. 

The  oold  weather  a  few  days  ago  and  chilly 
weather  now  have  stimulated  buying.  Then,  too, 
Kansas  City  has  the  advantage  that  its  coal  comes 
in  trainloads  and  stops  here.  The  outside  towns 
get  coal  in  smaller  quantities  from  Kansas  City, 
and  dealers  look  after  home  trade  first.  That  is 
the  reason  there  is  more  danger  for  the  smaller 
towns  than  for  Kansas  City. 

How  Yoakum  Stopped  a  Coal  Famine. 

A  few  years  ago  B.  F.  Yoakum,  who  was  re¬ 
cently  promoted  to  chairman  of  the  executive 
board  of  the  Rock  Island  railroad,  was  called  on 
to  deal  with  a  coal  shortage  in  Kansas  City. 
There  had  been  a  blizzard  and  the  thermometer 
was  below  zero  at  night  and  not  much  above  it 
in  the  daytime,  when  the  bins  where  the  coal 
companies  store  their  lump  and  nut  coal,  went 
empty.  The  packers  and  steam  users  were  told 
they  must  save  coal  as  much  as  possible.  The 
city  manager  of  one  big  coal  company  was  busy 
with  the  long  distance  telephone.  He  found  that 
the  Frisco  railroad  had  200  cars  of  coal  at  Fort 
Scott,  Kas..  billed  to  his  company,  but  no  engines 
in  sight.  But  there  were  twenty-one  engines  in 
Kansas  City,  half  of  them  “froze  up,”  the  yard- 
master  said.  Every  other  authority  was  appealed 
to.  and  finally  Mr.  Yoakum,  then  president  of 
the  Frisco,  was  called  to  the  telephone  at_  his 
house  in  St.  Louis.  The  situation  was  explained 
to  him  hastily.  A  few  minutes  later  an  order 


reached  the  roundhouse  in  the  west  bottoms  in 
Kansas  City  to  get  fifteen  of  those  engines  into 
Fort  Scott  and  bring  the  200  cars  into  Kansas 
City  by  daylight  if  possible.  It  was  signed  by 
the  president  of  the  road. 

The  next  morning  there  was  a  string  of  coal 
trains  coming  into  Kansas  City  five  minutes  apart. 
The  engines  went  back  that  day  to  Pittsburg, 
Kas.,  and  other  coal  mining  towns,  and  in  a 
short  time  there  was  enough  ahead  to  insure 
Kansas  City  against  a  coal  famine.  It  was  the 
only  time  in  years  when  Kansas  City  coal  dealers 
were  within  three  hours  of  having  to  tell  their 
customers  that  there  was  not  a  pound  of  coal 
obtainable. 

On  account  of  the  shortage  in  cars  recently,  the 
Colorado  mines  have  been  unable  to  supply  the 
demand  for  coal  in  western  Kansas.  A  further 
advance  in  coal  prices  in  Missouri  and  Kansas 
is  looked  for  this  winter  and  it  may  come  before 
January  first.  The  enforcement  of  the  new 
freight  rate  of  $1.25  a  ton  on  slack  coal,  an  ad¬ 
vance  of  twenty-five  cents,  from  Indian  territory 
points  to  Oklahoma  points,  effective  December 
first,  has  been  indefinitely  postponed  as  the  result 
of  a  conference  between  representatives  of  deal¬ 
ers  and  consumers  in  Oklahoma  and  the  traffic 
managers  of  the. Missouri,  Kansas  &  Texas;  Chi¬ 
cago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific;  St.  Louis  &  San 
Francisco  and  Fort  Smith  &  Western  railroads 
who  met  last  Friday  in  St.  Louis.  The  protest 
to  the  railroad  companies  was  that  the  rate  was 
unfair  and  excessive.  The  old  rate  of  $1.00  a  ton 
is  to  stand. 

Did  Not  Elect  a  President. 

The  mine  workers  of  District  14  will  have  to 
hold  another  election  for  president  and  other 
officers.  The  board  of  district  auditors  of  the 
united  mine  workers  finished  its  work  of  can¬ 
vassing  the  vote  late  last  week  at  Pittsburg,  Kas., 
and  found  that  none  of  the  candidates  had  re¬ 
ceived  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  except  John 
P.  Hoye  of  Frontenac,  Kas.,  who  was  chosen 
district  statistician.  Alex.  Howatt  lacked  137 
votes  of  a  majority  for  district  president  and 
Robert  Gilmour  was  283  short  for  secretary- 
treasurer.,  The  miners  will  begin  to  vote  again 
December  nineteenth. 

Herbert  S.  Hadley,  attorney-general  of  Mis¬ 
souri,  has  interpreted  the  state  eight-hour  law 
as  follows  in  response  to  an  inquiry  from  J.  W. 
Marsteller,  secretary  of  the  state  mining  bureau : 

“In  answer  to  your  inquiry  as  to  the  construc¬ 
tion  that  has  been  given  by  the  supreme  court  of 
the  state  of  Missouri  and  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States  to  the  act  of  1901  making  il 
unlawful  for  any  person  or  corporation  engaged 
in  mining  to  work  their  employes  longer  than 
eight  hours  a  day,  I  beg  to  advise  you  that  the 
question  of  a  violation  of  this  law  does  not  de¬ 
pend  upon  whether  the  employe  works  for  a 
longer  period  than  ei.ght  hours  willingly  or  un¬ 
willingly. 

“The  law  is  designed  to  protect  the  life  and 
health  of  those  engaged  in  mining  industries. 
Its  enforcement  requires  that  no  person  should 
work  for  a  longer  period  than  eight  hours  in  an 
underground  mine,  even  thou.gh  they  might  de¬ 
sire  to  work  for  a  longer  period  for  additional 
compensation.  The  law,  however,  would  not  pro¬ 
hibit  persons  working  for  a  period  in  excess  of 
eight  hours  in  a  day  of  twenty-four  in  cases  in¬ 
volving  immediate  danger  to  life  or  property. 
With  this  exception  the  provisions  of  the  law 
are  absolute.” 

William  Kenefick,  a  Kansas  City  railroad  con¬ 
tractor,  will  build  a  railroad  from  Henryetta, 
I.  T.,  to  Shawnee.  Okla.,  a  distance  of  sixtv 
miles.  This  line  will  be  a  part  of  the  Missouri. 
Oklahoma  &  Gulf  svstem  now  completed  from 
Wa.goner  to  Dustin,  I.  T.  The  line  is  eventually 
to  extend  from  Denison,  Texas,  to  Joplin.  Mo., 
and  will  reach  rich  coal  fields  in  the  Indian  ter¬ 
ritory  and  Texas. 

The  life  insurance  companies  continue  to  pay 
the  policies  held  by  the  late  C.  J.  Devlin,  the 
Kansas  coal  operator.  The  receiver  of  the  de¬ 
funct  First  National  bank  of  Topeka.  Kas.,  has 
received  $222,000  of  the  $677,000  of  insurance 
which  was  assigned  to  that  bank. 
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Mining  News  from  West  Virginia. 


Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  Dec.  14, —  (Sl>ecial  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Shipments  for  fully  a  week  show  an 
increased  tonnage  out  of  the  West  Virginia  dis¬ 
tricts  in  spite  of  the  heavy  holiday  traffic.  The 
holiday  movement  began  earlier  than  usual  this 
year  and  it  is  strange  that  it  has  not  conflicted 
more  with  other  freight,  but  it  will  very  likely 
do  so  from  now  on.  One  reason  for  the  absence 
of  congestion  or  shortage  of  motive  power  is 
that  quite  recently,  especially  in  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  territory,  a  tremendous  effort  was  made 
to  furnish  a  good  supply  of  cars  to  the  coal  oper¬ 
ators,  and  with  an  early  start  these  haye  not 
been  exhausted. 

From  the  east  the  demand  for  coal  shows  no 
abatement  from  that  which  has  been  prevailing 
for  weeks.  All  the  districts  are  busy  to  the 
capacity  of  their  car  supply,  and  there  will  be 
no  letup  in  the  operations  until  Christmas,  when 
there  will  be  the  customary  suspension.  Where 
the  employes  are  foreign  miners  the  Christmas 
stop  is  always  good  for  a  week,  and  frequently 
lasts  ten  days.  Everything  will  be  done,  however, 
to  make  it  as  short  as  possible. 

While  demand  is  heavier  from  the  east,  where 
the  stocks  of  coal  are  reported  very  low,  the 
western  trade  is  being  viewed  with  favor  in  the 
b'airmont  district,  which  is  traversed  by  the  main 
line  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio.  The  operators 
there  are  pleased  over  the  news  that  this  road 
has  contracted  to  haul  two  millions  or  more 
bushels  of  grain  from  Chicago  to  Baltimore,  for 
they  expect  to  be  supplied  with  these  cars  for 
coal  on  the  return  trip. 

Car  Supply  Improves  in  Some  Districts. 

Frequent  mention  has  been  made  of  the  short 
car  supply  in  the  New  River  and  Kanawha  dis¬ 
tricts  and  the  recent  conference  with  officials 
of  the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad.  The  fruits 
of  the  agitation  are  shown  in  the  increased  sup¬ 
ply,  and  as  a  result  the  mines  are  working  better 
than  they  have  done  for  three  months.  If  the 
present  improvement  keeps  up  the  December  ton¬ 
nage  will  rank  high,  biit  there  is  still  the  fear 
that  the  relief  is  not  of  a  permanent  character 
and  the  relative  opinion  exists  that  the  holiday 
congestion  of  freight  will  cause  a  serious  inter¬ 
ference  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  betterment  in  the  closing  days  of  Novem¬ 
ber  was  responsible  for  the  November  output 
along  New  River  exceeding  that  in  October  by 
nearly  25,000  tons.  The  total  for  the  month  was 
438,845  tons.  In  the  Kanawha  district  the  total 
was  301,000  tons,  which  was  also  a  distinct  gain 
over  October.  These  figures  are  for  coal  and 
the  increase  in  coke  was  proportionate. 

The  same  improved  car  conditions  have  been 
reflected  along  the  Kanawha  &  Michigan  rail¬ 
road,  which  taps  the  Kanawha  field  in  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  and  the  Flocking  district  in  Ohio. 

Franklin  Mine  Is  Sold. 

J.  C.  McKinley,  the  Wheeling  operator,  this 
week  bought  the  Franklin  mine,  just  across  the 
river  near  Bellaire,  for  a  consideration  said  to 
be  $110,000.  This  is  one  of  two  mines  owned 
by  the  Hart  Coal  Co.,  which  made  an  assign¬ 
ment  last  spring,  since  which  time  it  has  not  been 
operating  them.  It  is  believed  that  the  other 
mine  will  be  sold  soon.  Mr.  McKinley,  who  is 
largely  interested  in  mines  and  coal  lands  in  the 
Wheeling  district,  has  not  divulged  his  plans,  but 
it  is  presumed  that  he  will  reopen  the  mine  as 
soon  as  convenient. 

New  mines  are  being  developed  here  and  there 
despite  the  overproduction  cry.  The  Parker  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.  is  opening  a  new  property  at  Rives- 
ville,  on  the  Monogahela,  in  the  Fairmont  dis¬ 
trict,  and  has  just  commenced  operations  after 
considerable  delay  in  erecting  a  tipple  and  incline. 

Another  new  operation  is  that  of  the  Nethken 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  also  not  a  large  affair,  which 
is  operating  on  the  Maryland  side  of  the  Poto¬ 
mac,  opposite  Keyser,  W.  Va.  The  upper  Free¬ 
port  or  Thomas  vein,  running  from  six  to  seven 
feet,  is  being  worked. 

The  New  River  Mining  Co.  is  opening  a  new 
mine  on  the  stream  of  that  name  near  historic 
Hawks  Nest,  while  the  Beckley  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  in  the  same  region,  is  ready  for  business. 

The  Hamilton-Irvin  Co.,  of  Fairmont,  has  se¬ 


cured  a  contract  to  erect  an  immense  coal  bin 
for  the  Ellsworth  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  at  Ells¬ 
worth,  Pa.  The  bin,  which  will  be  used  to  store 
the  washed  product  of  the  mines  for  coking  pur¬ 
poses,  will  comprise  70,000  feet  of  lumber  and 
will  spread  over  a  large  area. 

Mine  Fire  Causes  Hard  Fight. 

The  fire  in  the  Horton  mine  of  the  Cardiff 
Coal  Co.,  in  the  Kanawha  district,  is  still  burn¬ 
ing.  This  is  the  operation  where  seven  miners 
were  suffocated  to  death  about  two  weeks  ago, 
when  the  wooden  stack,  which  connected  with 
the  furnace  that  ventilated  the  mine,  took  fire. 
The  miners  on  the  outside  in  their  eagerness  to 
extinguish  the  blazing  stack  forgot  all  about  their 
comrades  in  the  mine. 

Chief  Mine  Inspector  Paul,  in  his  last  report, 
called  attention  to  the  defective  ventilation  of 
this  mine,  and  he  does  not  mince  words  in  dis¬ 
cussing  the  carelessness  of  the  mine  workers. 
The  Charleston  fire  department  has  been  sup¬ 
plying  an  engine  which  has  been  sending  a  steady 
stream  of  water  into  the  mine  for  days  in  an 
attempt  to  put  out  the  fire,  which  may  burn  on 
for  weeks. 

Dissatisfied  with  the  decision  of  the  state  su¬ 
preme  court  in  the  Griffin  case,  wherein  it  was 
decided  that  a  mining  company  had  the  privilege 
to  mine  coal  without  regard  to  damage  done  to  the 
surface  land,  unless  there  was  an  express  stipu¬ 
lation  for  damage,  the  plaintiff’s  attorneys  are 
working  for  a  rehearing,  but  so  far  have  not  met 
with  any  encouragement. 


The  St.  Louis  Coal  Market. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Dec.  14. — {Special  Correspon¬ 
dence.) — The  market  conditions  in  St.  Louis  are 
about  the  same  as  last  week,  although  standard 
coals  have  shown  some  tendency  to  be  slightly 
weaker.  The  car  supply  has  not  improved  and 
complaints  are  heard  from  a  good  many  operat¬ 
ors  this  week  in  regard  to  a  shortage  of  equip¬ 
ment. 

Prevailing  conditions  in  the  Carterville  district 
in  reference  to  the  St.  Louis  market  are  still 
very  bad  in  regard  to  equipment.  Most  all  the 
operators  are  oversold  and  unable  to  catch  up 
with  their  orders.  Prevailing  prices  on  car  lots 
are  as  follows,  f.  o.  b.  East  St.  Louis,  Ill. : 


Trenton  . $2.25 

Carterville,  lump  and  egg .  2.25 

Staunton  lump  .  1.55 

Standard  shaker  screen .  1,25 

Standard  fiat  bar  .  1.15 

Standard  run*of-mine  .  1.00 

Standard  screenings  . 35 


Options  have  been  taken  on  most  of  the  Illi¬ 
nois  central  mines  between  East  St.  Louis  and 
Pinckneyville,  Illinois,  by  Mr.  W.  S.  Wilson  and 
associates.  They  approximately  include  thirty 
mines,  namely :  Murphy,  Hibbard,  Richland, 

Branch,  Randall,  Freeburg,  Kolb  Nos.  1  and  3, 
New  Lenzberg,  Advance,  Eureka  Nos.  1  and  2, 
Borders  Nos.  1  and  2,  Marissa,  O.  K.  Mine,  Meek, 
Oakridge,  Tilden,  Crystal,  Council,  Coulterville, 
Vulcan  and  White  Walnut. 

Large  Merger  Is  Pending. 

While  the  deal  has  not  been  consummated,  the 
general  feeling  is  that  it  is  practically  an  as¬ 
sured  fact.  Mr.  Wilson  is  one  of  the  most  prom¬ 
inent  operators  in  the  southern  Illinois  fields, 
being  president  of  the  Carterville  Mining  Co., 
Carterville  Colliery  Co.,  Wilson  Washery  Co., 
and  the  Bessemer  Washed  Coal  Co.  This  is  the 
second  time  Mr.  Wilson  has  undertaken  the 
consolidation  of  the  Illinois  Central  mines.  He 
obtained  options  on  a  large  number  last  year 
but  difficulties  were  encountered,  which  caused 
the  plans  to  be  abandoned  then  and  the  options 
were  permitted  to  lapse.  In  the  present  under¬ 
taking  the  deal  has  progressed  so  far  that  there 
is  complete  confidence  in  the  outcome. 

The  Illinois  Central  brought  into  East  St. 
Louis  in  1904  about  982,959  tons  of  coal,  prac¬ 
tically  all  of  it  from  the  mines  within  the  terri¬ 
tory  covered  by  the  proposed  consolidation.  It 
is  impossible  to  secure  detailed  information  at 
this  writing,  but  it  is  understood  that  Mr.  Wil¬ 


son  will  be  at  the  head  of  the  combined  com¬ 
panies. 

The  conditions  in  the  Arkansas  anthracite  field 
are  quite  encouraging  to  the  operators,  and  a  great 
deal  of  this  coal  is  being  shipped  this  season 
to  the  twin  cities.  Present  prices  are  $2.50  per 
ton  f.  o.  b.  mines,  for  lump  and  egg ;  $2.00  for 
run-of-mine. 

The  retail  trade  is  very  quiet  and  prices  re¬ 
main  as  follows: 


Big  Muddy  and  Trenton . $0.15 

Carterville  . . 

Staunton  and  Sit.  Olive . .13 

Standard  . .n 


Among  the  opinions  handed  down  by  the  St. 
Louis  court  of  appeals  was  one  written  by  Judge 
Nortoni,  affirming  a  discussion  of  the  court  of 
criminal  correction,  in  which  Gottlieg  Eyermann 
Jr.  was  fined  $25  in  the  spring  of  1904  for  vio¬ 
lating  the  smoke  ordinance. 

Switching  Charge  on  Coal  Absorbed. 

The  Wabash  railroad  has  announced  that  on 
January  first  there  will  be  no  switching  charge 
for  coal  which  is  mined  on  its  line,  when  the  final 
destination  for  the  coal  is  industries  and  switches 
located  on  its  tracks  in  St.  Louis. 

This  will  mean  a  twenty  cent  bridge  toll  in¬ 
stead  of  the  present  charge  of  thirty  cents.  While 
the  Wabash  does  not  bring  a  great  deal  of  coal 
into  the  St.  Louis  market,  it  is  the  opinion  that 
the  other  coal  carrying  roads  will  in  the  near  fu¬ 
ture  announce  similar  switching  rates,  as  it  will 
put  the  operators  located  on  other  lines  at  a 
disadvantage  if  they  do  not  meet  the  proposed 
change  made  by  the  Wabash. 


.Anthracite  Shipments. 

The  shipments  of  anthracite  this  year  promise 
to  be  nearly  as  heavy  as  in  1903,  judging  by  the 
figures  up  to  December  first.  For  the  eleven 
months  to  date  all  the  companies  have  shipped 
56,015,088  tons  as  against  52,429,378  tons  for  the 
same  period  last  year.  The  tonnage  for  Novem¬ 
ber  was  5,421,584  tons  as  against  5,124,068  for 
November,  1904. 

There  is  a  big  demand  for  all  sizes  of  anthra¬ 
cite.  Many  manufacturing  establishments  are  of 
the  belief  that  there  will  be  trouble  next  spring 
and  they  have  begun  to  lay  in  a  supply  sufficient 
to  last  them  for  several  months.  This  has  caused 
a  depletion  in  the  stocks  in  the  smaller  sizes  and 
in  some  instances  there  has  been  a  slight  advance 
in  the  price. 

Domestic  sizes  arc  taken  as  fast  as  produced 
and  during  last  month  very  little  coal  went  into 
stock.  If  only  5,000,000  tons  are  sent  out  in  De¬ 
cember  it  will  bring  the  shipments  for  the  year 
up  to  over  60,000,000  tons,  next  to  1904,  the 
greatest  amount  that  has  ever  been  produced. 

November  Production. 

The  following  table  shows  the  shipments  dur¬ 
ing  November,  1905,  as  compared  with  the  cor¬ 
responding  month  last  year: 

1905.  1904. 

Philadelphia  &  Reading  . 1,119,338  1,014,643 

Lehigh  Valley  . 884,618  876,873 

New  Jersey  Central  .  715,604  586,347 

Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western _  900,155  875,270 

Delaware  &  Hudson  .  461,198  473,659 

Pennsylvania  Railroad  .  427,291  423,790 

Erie  Railroad  .  527,306  500,061 

N.  Y.,  O.  &  W.  Railroad .  252.486  239,698 

D.,  S.  &  S.  R.  R .  133,588  183,827 

Total  . 5,421,584  5,124,068 

The  shipments  by  companies  for  the  eleven 


months  of  this  year 

as  compared  with 

the  same 

period  in  1904,  is  as 

follows : 

1905. 

1904. 

Philadelphia  &  Reading 

. 11,527,650 

10,343,278 

Lehigh  Valley  . 

.  9,183,971 

8,717,519 

New  Jersey  Central  . . . 

.  7,294.948 

6,576,157 

Delaware,  Lackawanna 

&  Western.  8,606,889 

8,546,309 

Delaware  &  Hudson  . . . 

.  5,188,872 

4,837,197 

Pennsylvania  Railroad  . 

.  4.449,749 

4,363,603 

Erie  Railroad  . 

.  5,687,993 

5,221.145 

N.  Y.,  Ont.  &  W . 

.  2,611,323 

2,410,739 

Del.,  Sus.  &  Schuyl. ... 

.  1,463,693 

1,413,431 

Total  . 

. 56,015,088 

52,429:378 

V 


A  movement  has  been  started  by  capitalists  of 
the  gas  belt  in  Indiana,  to  purchase  the  Central 
Indiana  railroad,  which  has  for  a  great  many 
years  been  regarded  as  almost  worthless. 
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Western  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


L.  S.  Harper,  general  sales  agent  of  the  Carney 
Coal  Co.,  Omaha,  Neb.,  was  in  Chicago  the  latter 
part  of  last  week  on  a  business  trip. 

Dan  J.  Coffey,  of  the  Missouri  &  Illinois  Coal 
Co.,  805  Mermod  &  Jaccard  building,  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  was  in  Chicago  the  present  week  looking 
up  the  local  coal  situation. 

R.  T.  Webster,  chief  accountant  of  the  Lehigh 
Valley  Coal  Co.,  at  Chicago,  was  on  the  sick  list 
the  greater  part  of  last  week  suffering  from  a 
severe  attack  of  throat  trouble. 

F.  R.  Johnson,  of  the  De  Camp  Fuel  Co.,  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  and  the  De  Camp  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
Chicago,  was  in  the  latter  city  the  early  part 
of  the  week  on  a  business  trip. 

The  By-Product  Coke  Corporation,  which  owns 
the  new  Semet-Solvay  coke  plant  at  South  Chi¬ 
cago,  has  opened  down-town  offices  on  the  fourth 
floor  of  the  Marquette  building,  Chicago. 

R.  E.  Harris,  secretary  of  the  Coal  Dealers’ 
Association  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska,  was  in  Chi¬ 
cago  this  week  on  his  way  to  Milwaukee  to  at¬ 
tend  the  semi-annual  convention  of  the  Illinois 
and  Wisconsin  Retail  Dealers’  Association. 

W.  C.  Arthur,  of  Fowler  &  Wilson,  Davenport, 
Iowa,  was  in  Chicago  the  early  part  of  the 
week  looking  over  local  market  conditions  and 
incidentally  making  the  purchase  of  a  few  cars 
of  coal. 

O.  S.  Richardson,  of  O.  S.  Richardson  &  Co., 
and  the  Collins  Coal  Co.,  Bedford  building,  Chi¬ 
cago,  left  the  middle  of  the  week  on  a  western 
trip  and  will  be  out  of  the  city  till  the  Christmas 
holidays. 

H.  H.  Heiner,  vice-president  of  the  Sunday 
Creek  Co.,  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  C.  J.  Andrews, 
northern  sales  agent  of  the  company,  with  head¬ 
quarters  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  were  in  Chicago  the 
present  week  on  business. 

Col.  T.  N.  Mordue,  resident  manager  of  Cast- 
ner,  Curran  ■&  Bullitt,  Chicago,  Ill.,  left  last 
night  for  Washington,  D.  C.,  on  an  important 
business  trip,  after  having  just  returned  from 
Cincinnati  and  West  Virginia. 

The  Jeffreys  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Trinidad,  Colo.,  to  do  a  general 
mining  business  in  Las  Animas  and  Clear  Lake 
counties.  The  capital  of  the  company  is  $25,000 
and  the  incorporators  are  George  Jeffreys,  Albert 
Jeffreys  and  James  Heap. 

H.  W.  Foyn,  who  has  been  identified  with  Coxe 
Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  for  the  past  twelve  years,  hav¬ 
ing  worked  up  from  a  minor  position  in  one  of 
the  yards  of  the  company  to  a  place  of  responsi¬ 
bility  in  the  accounting  department,  has  resigned 
to  accept  a  responsible  position  with  the  Peabody 
Coal  Co.,  Chicago. 

The  Vandalia  Coal  Co.,  Monadnock  building, 
Chicago,  has  sent  out  its  December  circular  de¬ 
voted  to  the  history  and  description  of  the  va¬ 
rious  coals  produced  by  this  company.  The  cir¬ 
cular  is  enclosed  in  paper  covers  appropriately 
embellished  with  holly  in  commemoration  of  the 
holiday  season  of  the  year. 

Following  ten  years  of  efficient  service  with 
the  Colorado  Fuel  &  Iron  Co.,  with  offices  at 
Denver,  Colorado,  C.  F.  Freeland  has  been  made 
manager  of  the  credits  of  the  company  and  vice¬ 
cashier.  Mr.  Freeland  is  a  popular  otricial  of 
the  company  and  his  friends  appreciate  the  recog¬ 
nition  of  his  merits  and  ability. 

The  Kelly  Coal  Co.,  Old  Colony  building,  Chi¬ 
cago  has  sent  out  the  following  notice  to  its 
customers:  “We  desire  to  notify  our  patrons 
that  we  have  removed  our  offices  from  rooms 
420-430  pid  Colony  building  to  the  Grand  Cen¬ 
tral  station,  corner  of  Fifth  avenue  and  Harrison 
street,  room  213.  We  will  continue  to  furnish 
our  patrons  with  the  celebrated  Westville  and 
Grape  Creek  coal.” 

It  is  claimed  that  between  500  and  600  cars 
of  coal  are  being  shipped  out  of  Milwaukee  daily 
at  present,  which  shows  the  extent  to  which 


that  city  is  becoming  a  western  market  for  coal. 
Owing  to  the  demand  for  cars  some  of  the  dock 
companies  have  been  loading  gondolas  during 
the  present  mild  weather  in  order  to  improve  their 
shipping  facilities.  The  car  shortage  continues  to 
be  a  feature  at  that  point  and  none  of  the  com¬ 
panies  is  able  to  obtain  all  the  cars  its  re¬ 

quires. 

Work  on  the  new  dock  of  the  Northern  Coal 
&  Dock  Co.,  at  Superior,  Wis.,  is  to  be  pushed 
vigorously  during  the  winter,  it  having  been  the 
expectation  that  it  would  be  commenced  Monday 
of  this  week.  The  dock  will  cover  an  area  1,175 
by  350  feet  with  slips  on  either  side  of  the  prop¬ 
erty.  It  will  be  a  very  large  one  and  have  a 
large  storage  and  handling  capacity.  It  is  ex¬ 
pected  it  will  be  in  readiness  to  receive  coal 

shipments  with  the  opening  of  navigation  next 
spring. 

C.  E.  Hostler,  of  the  Hostler  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  Ellsworth  building,  Chicago,  has  returned 
from  a  trip  around  the  circle  in  the  northwest 
during  which  he  visited  the  Twin  Cities.  He 
reports  that  the  weather  in  that  part  of  the 

country  has  been  mild  for  a  week  or  longer  but 
there  is  every  reason  to  expect  a  good  demand 
from  that  territory  later  in  the  year.  Dock 

stocks,  he  thinks,  will  be  inadequate  to  meet 
all  the  requirements  of  the  northwest  the  present 
winter,  particularly  if  the  weather  should  be 
Severe. 

Ered  A.  Busse.  of  the  Busse  Coal  Co.,  Chicago, 
is  being  mentioned  as  the  next  postmaster  of 
Chicago  to  succeed  E.  A.  Coyne,  whose  term  of 
office  has  expired.  Mr.  Busse  is  a  well  known 
political  leader,  having  been  identified  with  the 
Deneen  interests  in  the  recent  gubernatorial  cam¬ 
paign.  It  is  claimed  that  the  office  of  postmaster 
has  been  tendered  him  and  that  he  has  not  yet 
decided  whether  to  accept  it  or  not.  At  present 
he  is  state  treasurer  of  Illinois.  In  addition  he 
conducts  an  extensive  wholesale  and  retail  coal 
business  in  Chicago. 

Work  at  the  Cherry  mine  of  the  St.  Paul  Coal 
Co.,  Cherry,  Ill.,  has  progressed  to  such  a  point 
that  coal  is  now  being  hoisted,  the  first  having 
been  taken  out  the  early  part  of  the  present  week. 
A  large  amount  of  work  had  been  done  in  prep¬ 
aration  for  hoisting  and  it  is  expected  that  the 
company  will  be  able  to  produce  between  300  and 
400  tons  daily.  At  the  Granville  mine  of  this 
company  rapid  progress  has  been  made  in  hoist¬ 
ing  coal,  the  present  production  being  about  600 
to  700  tons  in  an  eight-hour  day.  Considering 
that  the  coal  is  mined  longwall,  this  is  a  remark¬ 
able  record. 

W.  L.  Lancaster,  the  well  known  coal  dealer 
at  South  Chicago  avenue  and  Seventieth  street, 
Chicago,  has  purchased  fifty  feet  adioining  his 
present  yard  on  the  east  and  ,has  built  modern 
storage  sheds,  having  his  entire  yard  practically 
under  cover.  The  additional  space  will  increase 
the  storage  capacity  of  his  yard  about  fifty  per 
cent,  giving  him  a  tract  150  by  150  feet  otj  the 
Lake  Shore  tracks.  Mr.  Lancaster  has  been  in 
the  business  at  that  point  five  or  six  years 
and  has  an  extensive  retail  trade  which  has  been 
developed  very  rapidly,  necessitating  the  in.- 
creased  facilities. 

L.  W.  McKown,  manager  of  the  Tri-city 
branch  of  the  Clark  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Daven¬ 
port.  Iowa,  was  in  Chicago  the  latter  part  of  the 
week.  Mr.  McKown  reports  that  coal  market  con¬ 
ditions  at  Davenport  are  very  favorable  and 
that  most  of  the  dealers  in  the  tri-cities  have 
taken  advantage  of  the  present  lull  to  stock  up 
on  coal,  anticipating  an  active  demand  later  on. 
The  shipping  companies  at  Davenport  are  anx¬ 
ious  to  have  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the 
Iowa  and  Nebraska  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Asso¬ 
ciation  in  their  city,  and  believe  if  it  is  held  at 
that  point  there  will  be  a  large  attendance. 

Many  coal  operators  in  Iowa  will  regret  to  learn 
of  the  death  of  “Jimmie”  Seddon  last  week  at 
his  home  at  Dixon,  Mo.  Mr.  Seddon  was  one  of 
the  well  known  operators  of  the  state,  although 
he  was  eccentric  in  many  respects.  He  was  born 


in  England  and  went  to  Iowa  in  1889,  where  he 
first  worked  as  a  miner  at  What  Cheer.  By 
thrift  he  accumulated  a  small  sum  of  money  and 
developed  a  property  of  his  own,  continuing  as 
an  operator  until  two  years  ago,  when  he  sold 
out  his  property  in  the  Mystic  field  to  L.  L.  Lod- 
wick  and  retired  to  a  fruit  farm  at  Dixon  to 
spend  his  declining  years.  Mr.  Seddon  was  fairly 
well  off,  having  made  all  his  money  in  the  coal 
industry.  Lung  trouble  was  the  cause  of  his 
death. 

G.  H.  Conn,  manager  of  sales  of  the  Crescent 
Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Plymouth  building.  Chicago, 
has  rettirned  from  a  trip  to  Bluefield.  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  Columbus  and  Cincinnati.  Ohio,  where  he 
looked  up  the  car  situation.  He  reports  that 
cars  are  scarce  at  all  the  mines  in  this  territory 
hut  he  believes  the  railroads  are  giving  the 
operators  all  the  equipment  they  can  for  ship¬ 
ments  destined  to  Chicago  and  points  beyond. 
At  Bluefield  Mr.  Conn  reports  that  summer 
weather  is  being  experienced.  He  played  golf 
while  in  that  city,  the  links_  being  located  on 
the  line  between  West  Virginia  and  Virginia. 
Mr.  Conn  made  one  drive  from  West  Virginia 
which  landed  a  long  distance  in  Virginia,  a  feat 
of  which  any  golf  enthusiast  ought  to  be  proud. 

Illinois  retail  coal  dealers  are  interested  in 
the  recent  decision  of  the  Illinois  railroad  com¬ 
mission  reducing  freight  rates  throughout  the 
state  twenty  per  cent.  The  reduction  will  only 
apply  on  such  rates  as  exceed  the  present  Illi¬ 
nois  classification,  particularly  between  local 
points.  Rates  from  the  mining  fields  to  Chicago 
or  through  rates  to  the  northwest  will  not  be- 
changed,  owing  to  the  fact  that  they  are  already 
considerably  below  the  Illinois  classification.  Be¬ 
tween  Chicago  and  some  of  the  nearby  cities, 
however,  there  will  be  a  reduction  where  coal 
is  shipped  on  the  basis  of  the  sum  of  the  two 
locals,  that  is  the  local  to  Chicago,  plus  the  local 
to  the  point  of  delivery.  Reductions  will  occur  in 
these  instances  where  the  present  tariff  rate  is 
in  excess  of  the  Illinois  classification.  In  the 
aggregate  the  effect  of  the  decision  will  not  have 
any  important  bearing  on  the  coal  business. 

It  will  be  a  source  of  regret  to  the  many 
friends  of  W.  P.  J.  De  Land,  general  salesman 
with  S.  C.  Schenck,  Old  Colony  building.  Chicago, 
to  learn  of  the  sad  death  on  December  fifth  of 
his  wife,  Gertrude  Manning  De  Land,  at  the  late 
residence,  4128  Berkley  avenue,  this  city.  Death 
came  after  an  illness  of  a  year  and  a  half  from 
an  incurable  disease.  During  this  period  all 
kinds  of  treatment  were  tried  and  nothing  was 
spared  that  human  endeavor  could  do  to  effect 
a  cure.  A  short  funeral  ceremony  occurred  at 
the  residence  last  Fridav  morning,  the  remains 
being  taken  to  Monroe,  Mich.,  the  old  home  of 
the  deceased.  The  services  in  that  city  were  in 
the  Episcopal  church,  where  Mrs.  De  Land  had 
been  a  member  ever  since  she  was  a  girl.  Mrs. 
De  Land  was  married  twenty-one  years  ago  and 
came  to  Chicago  where  she  has  resided  continu¬ 
ously  ever  since.  She  was  interested  in  char¬ 
itable  work,  and  particularly  in  the  Visiting 
Nurses’  Association,  of  which  she  was  a  promi¬ 
nent  member.  Twelve  years  ago  she  organized  a 
club  in  the  neighborhood  where  she  resided 
known  as  the  Gertrude  club,  which  met  at  her 
residence  every  two  weeks  and  during  the  winter 
supplied  food  and  clothing  to  the  needy.  She 
was  interested  in  numerous  other  charitable 
works  and  had  lived  a  life  which  had  benefited 
humanity.  At  the  funeral  the  floral  offerings 
were  numerous  and  beautiful,  including  a  floral 
tribute  from  S.  C.  Schenck  and  employes.  Out 
of  respect  the  office  of  S.  C.  Schenck  in  Chicago 
was  closed  during  the  services  at  the  house  last 
Friday  and  all  the  employes  attended.  Many  for¬ 
mer  friends  from  Toledo  and  other  eastern 
cities  were  present  at  the  funeral  at  Monroe.  The 
anly  remaining  relative  is  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Sill, 
of  Monroe.  Mich.,  a  sister,  and  her  husband. 
Mr.  Do  Land  has  received  many  messages  of 
condolence  and  sympathy  from  his  wide  circle 
of  business  and  social  acquaintances.  The 
Bi.ack  Diamond  wishes  to  extend  its  sincercst 
sympathy  in  this  time  of  his  great  bereavement. 
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Statistics  show  that  the  anthracite  miners  not  only  have  received  the 
ten  per  cent  increase  in  wages  awarded  by  the  strike  commission,  but  under 
the  provision  of  the  sliding  scale  earned  an  additional  four  and  three-quarters 
per  cent  during  1903  and  four  and  two-fifths  per  cent  in  1904.  In  other 
words,  the  award  of  the  strike  commission  increased  their  earning  power 
more  than  was  expected. 

Reduction  in  Free  Time. 

Several  railroads  at  Chicago  have  reduced  their  free  time  on  coal  to 
three  days,  as  against  seven  days,  which  prevailed  a  short  time  ago.  This 
reduction  imposes  some  hardships  on  the  wholesale  coal  shippers,  to  which 
they  are  willing  to  submit  if  it  will  improve  the  car  supply  at  the  mines. 
Railroad  officials  should  be  careful,  however,  that  the  free  time  is  restored 
after  the  car  supply  becomes  satisfactory.  During  April  and  May,  if  the 
free  time  is  restricted  to  the  present  limits,  it  will  cause  coal  operators 
heavy  losses,  and  they  will  be  severely  handicapped  in  the  commercial  end  of 
their  business. 

In  connection  with  the  reduction  of  free  time  it  should  be  noted  at  this 
time  that  if  there  is  a  coal  famine  in  Chicago  this  winter  it  will  be  due  to 


these  restrictions  and  that  the  railroads  will  be  largely  to  blame.  Shipping 
companies  are  curtailing  shipments  to  Chicago  to  orders  in  hand,  due  to  a 
fear  that  the  coal  must  be  sacrificed.  This  policy,  if  generally  followed,  will 
limit  the  tonnage  standing  on  track.  Severe  weather  and  heavy  snow  would 
impede  traffic  to  such  an  extent  it  might  be  impossible  to  bring  the  coal 
forward  in  sufficient  quantities  to  meet  the  urgent  requirements  which  would 
follow  a  cold  wave,  and  a  famine  might  follow. 

Chicago  dealers,  in  view  of  these  conditions,  will  do  well  to  carry  as  large 
a  tonnage  of  coal  in  stock  as  possible.  It  may  be  extremely  valuable  to 
them,  if  such  a  stringency  develops. 


Enforce  the  Shot  Firers*  Law. 

The  shot  firers’  law  has  been  on  the  statute  books  of  the  state  of  Illinois 
for  five  months,  and  both  the  operators  and  miners  are  now  reaching  the 
point  where  they  can  appreciate  to  the  full  extent  this  iniquitous  legislation. 

Probably  the  miners  have  realized  before  this  time  that  one  of  the  greatest 
mistakes  they  ever  made  was  to  father  the  passage  of  this  law.  It  has 
created  trouble  wherever  it  went  into  effect,  and  brought  up  new  problems 
which  necessarily  will  have  to  be  adjusted  at  the  time  of  the  settlement 
of  the  wage  scale  next  March.  Where  the  law  is  effective  in  the  mines 
of  Illinois,  it  has  increased  the  cost  of  coal  and  in  some  instances  has 
degraded  the  product.  No  beneficent  features  have  yet  developed  that  anyone 
can  point  to  with  a  degree  of  pride. 

There  is  one  feature  of  this  law  which  has  been  ignored  in  some  parts 
of  the  state.  This  clause  provides  that  all  holes  where  shots  are  to  be 
placed  shall  be  examined  by  the  shot  firer  before  the  charge  is  tamped  in. 

This  provision  was  incorporated  in  the  law  for  the  purpose  of  placing  the 
responsibility  on  the  miner  of  properly  placing  the  shot  and  properly  arrang¬ 
ing  for  it.  The  shot  firer  is  the  operator’s  agent.  He  is  not  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  miners’  union  and  the  provision  was  made  that  he  should 
be  direct  representative  of  the  operator  on  account  of  the  nature  of  his 
task.  As  the  operator’s  agent  it  is  his  duty  to  see  that  the  law  is  fully 
enforced.  He  should  examine  all  holes  before  the  shot  is  placed  and  if 
any  of  them  are  improperly  made,  should  require  that  they  be  drilled  where 
there  is  no  risk,  or  danger  of  a  risk. 

The  operators  should  take  charge  of  this  provision  in  the  statute.  It 
was  incorporated  in  the  law  that  they  might  be  protected  and  that  the  hazard 
connected  with  shot  firing  should  be  reduced  to  a  minimum.  Strict  enforce¬ 
ment  of  it  will  make  the  miners  more  completely  disgusted  with  this  legis¬ 
lation  than  they  are  at  present.  Mr.  Operator,  if  you  have  permitted  your 
shot  firer  to  blast  without  examining  the  bores,  as  required  by  the  law,  you 
have  violated  this  statute.  At  the  same  time  you  have  been  increasing  the 
risk  to  your  property.  It  is  time  to  look  into  the  matter  and  call  a  halt.  The 
remedy  is  in  your  hands.  Apply  it.  See  to  it  that  all  holes  drilled  for  shots 
are  properly  placed  and  drilled,  and  where  they  are  not,  require  that  the  ' 

miner  shall  do  the  work  over  again.  If  the  shot-firers’  law  was  intended  " 

to  reduce  the  risk  connected  with  coal  mining,  see  that  it  accomplishes  that 
purpose.  Place  the  responsibility  on  the  miner  that  properly  belongs  to  him. 


Perpetrating  a  Fraud. 

Recently  The  Black  Diamond  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  a 
number  of  coals  from  Ohio  were  being  sold  as  genuine  Hocking  at  Cleveland, 
Toledo,  Chicago,  and  possibly  other  points.  In  this  connection  it  may  be 
well  to  mention  that  the  fraud  in  bituminous  coals  is  not  confined  to  the 
Ohio  product  alone.  We  understand  that  some  coal  which  originates  in 
Pennsylvania  on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio,  is  being  sold  as  Georges  Creek 
smokeless  in  the  west.  Probably  if  the  truth  were  known  it  would  be  found 
that  coal  shippers  are  selling  various  products  in  the  different  markets,  and 
representing  them  to  be  a  higher  grade  coal  than  they  really  are.  The 
Black  Diamond  believes  that  a  coal  should  be  sold  for  what  it  is.  So  far 
it  is  the  only  coal  trade  publication  which  has  advocated  the  application  of 
common  rules  of  business  honesty  in  this  manner.  This  position  is  not 
taken  for  the  purpose  of  creating  sensational  interest  in  the  subject,  but 
,  because  there  is  no  more  reason  why  a  coal  shipper  should  sell  a  product 
and  represent  it  to  be  higher  in  quality  by  stealing  some  name  to  apply  to  it, 
than  there  is  for  a  merchant  in  any  other  line  of  business  to  resort  to  similar 
frauds.  We  believe  that  the  producer  of  a  high  grade  coal  should  be  pro¬ 
tected  in  his  right  to  sell  that  coal ;  that  the  producer  or  shipper  of  a  low 
grade  coal  is  violating  all  the  rules  of  proper  business  when  he  misrepre¬ 
sents  the  product  he  sells. 

When  you  summarize  this  matter  to  its  last  analysis,  the  man  who  sells 
a  poor  grade  coal  and  swindles  his  customers  into  believing  it  is  a  higher 
grade  product  than  it  really  is,  is  about  the  meanest  kind' of  a  business  pirate. 
We  characterize  him  in  this  way  for  the  reason  that  his  honesty  is  disposed 
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of  at  the  minimum  price.  The  man  who  sells  No.  8  Pittsburg  coal  and  rep¬ 
resents  it  to  be  Hocking,  can  only  hope  to  gain  twenty-five  or  thirty  cents  a 
ton  at  the  most.  On  a  car  of  coal  sold  in  this  way,  he  disposes  of  his  honesty 
for  ten  or  twelve  dollars.  If  you  should  ask  him -to  be  unscrupulous  and 
offer  him  this  sum  of  money  to  do  a  dishonest  act,  he  would  feel  that  you 
had  insulted  him.  And  yet,  frequently  he  sells  himself  for  a  smaller  sum 
in  order  to  gain  a  temporary  advantage. 

We  advocate  honesty  in  the  coal  business  for  the  protection  of  those 
who  are  honest  and  also  to  protect  those  who  are  dishonest.  A  dishonest 
man,  if  he  will  stop  to  think,  will  realize  that  he  loses  more  than  he  gains 
by  such  practices.  A  poor  grade  product  can  not  be  sold  and  represented 
as  a  high  grade  product  without  buyers  and  consumers  eventually  becoming 
aware  of  the  fact.  When  they  do  become  aware  of  it,  they  will  let  the  coal 
shipper  who  resorts  to  this  sort  of  thing  severely  alone.  Eventually  he  will 
find  that  his  business  is  dwindling;  that  his  fair  name  has  been  robbed 
of  its  value  as  a  standard  of  business  honesty,  and  when  he  attempts  to  sell 
good  coal  for  what  it  is,  people  will  look  upon  it  with  suspicion.  If  a  man 
has  no  principle  in  these  matters,  but  wishes  to  succeed,  self  preservation 
and  self  protection  alone  should  determine  him  to  sell  any  commodity  for 
what  it  really  is. 

Substitution  is  business  assassination  and  suicide  combined.  The  man 
who  substitutes,  assassinates  the  business  of  his  competitors.  He  commits 
suicide  because  eventually  he  will  be  driven  out  of  business.  This  has 
been  so  well  established  in  the  western  coal  trade,  that  any  number  of  ex¬ 
amples  can  be  pointed  to  in  support  of  these  statements.  Do  you  want  to  be 
an  assassin  and  self  murderer?  If  not,  sell  coal  for  what  it  is,  and  do  not  en¬ 
gage  in  misrepresentation. 

Judge  Grosscup  and  Corporations. 

Judge  Grosscup  of  the  United  States  court  at  Chicago  has  outlined  in 
a  recent  issue  of  The  American  Illustrated  Magazine,  his  views  as  to  the 
proper  methods  by  which  control  can  be  held  in  the  hands  of  the  common 
people  of  the  United  States  of  the  gigantic  corporations  which  have  been 
developed  in  recent  years. 

The  discussion  of  this  subject  is  of  vital  importance  to  the  citizens 
of  this  country,  and  Judge  Grosscup,  as  premises  to  his  general  conclu¬ 
sions,  states  some  truisms  which  can  not  be  disputed.  He  calls  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  love  of  property  is  inherent  in  the  human  race,  dwell¬ 
ing  upon  this  at  some  length.  He  then  refers  to  the  tendency  toward  the 
centralization  of  wealth  which  has  occurred  in  recent  years  and  rather 
deplores  this  fact,  offering  as  a  remedy  that  the  corporations  be  nation¬ 
alized,  so  that  those  who  desire  to  invest  in  them  will  feel  safeguarded  in 
doing  so.  Under  his  proposed  plan  of  nationalization  he  would  make  it 
impossible  for  corporations  to  issue  more  than  two  kinds  of  securities, 
one  representing  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  property  of  the  corporation 
when  it  was  formed  and  the  other  being  issued  to  cover  the  increased  value 
of  the  property  from  time  to  time  as  it  was  increased.  Judge  Grosscup 
would  have  a  national  exchange  where  the  securities  in  such  nationalized 
companies  could  be  bought  and  sold  and  where  they  would  be  under  gov¬ 
ernment  control  and  jurisdiction. 

He  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  labor  should  be  interested  in  these 
corporations  and  should  be  among  the  security  holders. 

There  are  many  angles  to  a  consideration  of  such  a  vast  subject  as 
t  this  one.  The  control  of  the  corporations  of  the  United  States  will  become 
j,  more  and  more  of  a  problem  as  the  country  grows  older  and  develops  its 
1  wealth.  While  Judge  Grosscup  has  explained  his  nationalization  plan  at 
considerable  length,  there  are  many  details  lacking  which  need  to  be  worked 
out  before  it  can  become  a  tangible  reality.  And  if  these  details  were  all 
supplied,  to  a  practical  student  of  the  conditions  as  they  exist,  there  are 
some  grave  doubts  as  to  the  feasibility  of  the  ideas  of  the  learned  judge. 
Let  us  quote  from  him  on  one  point:  “Two  classes  of  securities  ought  in 
every  case  to  be  sufficient — the  security  that  represents  actual  cash  paid 
in,  or  its  equivalent  in  property,  and  the  security  that  may  be  issued  from 
time  to  time  as  the  value  of  the  property  actually  increases,  and  to  cover 
such  increased  value.” 

This  plan  of  issuing  securities  would  be  too  slow  in  this  modern  com¬ 
mercialized  age.  Some  corporations  would  die  of  dry  rot,  because  they 
could  not  take  advantage  of  opportunities  presented  to  them  or  control 

■  the  situation.  There  are  many  contingencies  which  arise  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  corporate  properties.  Where  a  corporation  is  in  a  position  to  buy 
a  property  outright,  the  value  of  that  property  many  times  does  not  exist 
when  it  is  taken  over.  If  the  value  must  exist  as  under  this  plan,  then 

■  no  securities  could  be  issued,  the  corporation  would  come  to  a  standstill 
and  all  that  was  invested  in  it  might  be  lost. 

It  is  a  principle  of  taxation  for  new  improvements  whether  of  school 
houses  or  state  houses,  that  posterity  shall  bear  some  of  the_  burdens  in 


making  these  improvements.  This  applies  in  governmental  affairs  and  is 
a  proper  principle,  because  those  who  live  afterward  will  receive  benefits. 
And  so  it  is  with  a  corporation.  It  issues  bonds  against  the  future,  because 
stockholders  in  twenty  or  fifty  years  will  receive  the  benefit  from  tne  in¬ 
vestment,  and  they  should  help  to  foot  the  bills.  If  a  corporation  is  not 
permitted  to  issue  securities  until  it  has  tangible  property  or  money  in 
hand  to  back  up  those  securities,  a  barrier  will  be  placed  in  the  way  of 
development  in  this  country  which  will  be  a  serious  menace  to  our  material 
progress.  Many  enterprises  which  are  successful  have  been  possible  be¬ 
cause  discerning  investors  realized  that  there  was  profit  in  store  in  the 
future,  and  banking  against  this  future,  in  anticipation  of  large  profits,  took 
the  hazard.  Judge  Grosscup's  plan  would  do  away  with  this,  if  we  under¬ 
stand  it  correctly. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  some  bad  and  many  good  corporations 
exist  in  this  country.  Many  corporations  seem  bad  because  they  are  poorly 
managed.  Good  management  will  bring  out  the  value  that  is  inherent  in 
them,  while  under  bad  management  they  will  not  appear  to  have  any  value. 
How  are  you  going  to  lay  down  hard  and  fast  rules  that  will  over-balance 
the  personal  equation  in  such  matters? 

Then  there  is  another  flaw  in  this  plan.  Judge  Grosscup  suggests  that 
new  securities  may  be  issued  when  the  actual  value  exists  to  back  them 
up.  Values  are  fluctuatijig  in  this  country.  A  corporation  may  earn  $t,000,000 
in  ten  years  and  invest  it  in  real  estate  for  the  extension  of  its  business. 
At  the  time  that  the  new  securities  are  issued  the  real  estate  may  be  worth 
$1,000,000,  but  if  there  is  a  decline  in  the  value  of  real  estate  after  the 
securities  have  been  issued  and  the  public  has  bought  them,  the  value  does 
not  exist  to  back  up  the  securities.  Thev  will  decline  also  and  as  a  conse¬ 
quence  we  will  have  fluctuations  in  the  market  similar  to  those  today.  The 
timid  laboring  man  having  had  one  experience  of  this  kind  will  not  be 
inclined  to  invest  again.  If  values  of  property  were  permanent  Judge  Gross- 
cup’s  plan  might  be  practical.  But  there  is  no  permanency  to  the  value 
of  anything  under  our  present  economic  system,  unless  it  is  government 
bonds,  and  they  do  not  always  command  as  high  a  price  at  one  time  as  they 
may  at  another.  If  the  intent  of  this  plan  is  to  invest  shares  of  stock 
with  a  certain  fixed  value  which  can  always  be  depended  upon,  this  method 
of  issuing  securities  is  far  from  the  ideal. 

To  increase  the  interest  of  the  people  of  this  country  in  corporations 
one  must  go  further  than  Judge  Grosscup  proposes.  There  must  be  an 
awakened  public  conscience  as  to  the  strict  meaning  of  honesty.  The  stock 
holders  must  exercise  more  direct  control  in  the  affairs  by  watching  the 
workings  of  the  corporation,  preventing  graft  and  corruption  among  those 
who  manage  them  and  putting  a  stop  to  extravagance  and  waste.  In  addi¬ 
tion  there  should  be  government  supervision  and  greater  publicity.  We  do 
not  mean  by  the  latter  newspaper  publicity,  but  there  should  be  some  means 
by  which  the  partner  in  a  corporation — he  who  owns  stock  in  it — should 
have  the  right  to  know  what  is  being  done  with  his  principal  and  the  inter¬ 
est  which  he  earns.  Such  a  plan  will  come  nearer  to  correcting  the  evils 
of  corporate  existence  than  the  nationalization  plan  proposed. 

The  St.  Louis  (Mo.)  Globe-Democrat  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  value  of  manufactured  products  of  that  city  in  1900  was  $193,691,595,  and 
increased  to  $267,029,314  in  1905,  or  thirty-seven  per  cent.  In  this  connec¬ 
tion  it  adds :  “St.  Louis  gets  cheaper  coal  for  manufacturing  purposes  than 
any  other  city  in  the  west,  because  it  is  surrounded  by  vast  coal  deposits  of 
Missouri,  Illinois,  Kansas  and  Arkansas,  and  is  also  within  the  reach  of  coal 
by  the  river.”  In  other  words,  it  admits  that  in  spite  of  the  condemnation 
which  the  newspapers  indulge  in  when  referring  to  the  coal  man,  that  cheap 
fuel  is  of  great  benefit  in  building  up  a  city.  An  honest  confession  now  and 
then  is  a  good  thing. 

There  is  some  speculation  as  to  the  total  output  of  coal  for  1905,  and 
in  some  quarters  it  is  estimated  that  it  will  reach  the  high  water  mark. 
Doubtless  this  would  be  true,  if  the  car  shortage  and  transportation  feature 
had  not  been  such  a  factor,  but  during  the  past  three  months  they  have 
considerably  curtailed  the  production,  and  it  will  be  remarkable  if  the  total 
tonnage  of  the  United  States  reaches  the  figures  reported  for  1904. 

Pike  county  (Ind.)  coal  lands  are  now  in  great  demand  due  to  the  pro¬ 
posed  construction  of  the  C.  1.  &  E.  railroad  through  the  center  of  this 
county.  Within  the  last  few  years  the  price  of  options  on  this  land  has 
been  raised  from  $5  and  $10  to  $20,  and  some  of  the  owners  are  demanding 
still  higher  figures. 

The  work  of  sinking  a  coal  shaft  at  Mechanicsburg.  Ill.,  which  has  been 
going  on  for  some  time  past,  is  now  nearly  completed,  and  it  is  expected 
that  hoisting  will  be  started  in  about  a  week.  Coal  has  been  struck  at  a 
depth  of  370  feet. 
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Operators  Hold 

The  Iowa  Coal  Operators’  Association  held  its 
annual  meeting  Tuesday  afternoon  of  this  week 
at  the  Hotel  Savery  in  Des  Moines,  with  the 
largest  attendance  in  the  history  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion.  Many  operators  were  present  from  every 
district  in  the  state.  New  officers  were  elected 
for  the  ensuing  year,  a  scale  committee  was  named 
to  negotiate  the  new  wage  scale  with  the  miners 
in  March  of  next  year,  and  other  routine  busi¬ 
ness  was  disposed  of  in  connection  with  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  association. 

One  of  the  first  matters  taken  up  was  the  report 
of  the  delegates  who  attended  the  conference  in 
Chicago  preliminary  to  forming  a  national  organ¬ 
ization  of  bituminous  coal  operators.  Secretary 
John  P.  Reese  was  called  upon  to  submit  a  report 
and  said  that  resolutions  were  adopted  providing 
for  such  a  national  organization.  He  said  that  at 
the  Chicago  meeting  there  was  much  discussion 
of  the  subject  and  after  thoroughly  threshing  it 
over  it  was  decided  to  go  ahead  with  organiza¬ 
tion  ;  that  it  was  believed  such  an  association 
would  be  of  benefit  in  negotiating  with  the  miners 
and  that  a  committee  was  appointed  to  make  the 
necessary  preliminary  arratigements.  The  next 
meeting,  he  said,  would  be  held  at  Indianapolis 
prior  to  the  joint  inter-state  meeting  of  operators 
and  miners. 

Upon  motion,  the  Iowa  delegation  was  contin¬ 
ued  with  instructions  to  be  present  at  Indianap¬ 
olis. 

Secretary  Reese  then  submitted  his  annual  re¬ 
port,  showing  that  the  total  receipts  of  the  asso¬ 
ciation  during  the  past  year  had  amounted  to 
$6,517.66  and  disbursements  were  $4,544.10,  leav¬ 
ing  the  balance  on  hand  as  $1,973.56.  The  present 
membership  of  the  association  includes  120  com¬ 
panies,  operating  170  coal  mines. 

'rreasurcr  E.  C.  Smith  submitted  his  annual  re¬ 
port,  giving  the  figures  as  above.  An  auditing 
committee,  consisting  of  H.  H.  Canfield,  L.  L. 
Lodwick  and  John  T.  Phillips,  was  appointed. 
This  committee  reported  that  it  examined  the 
books  and  had  found  them  correct. 

Report  of  the  Commissioner. 

Commissioner  John  P.  Reese  submitted  his  an¬ 
nual  report  on  the  affairs  of  the  organization, 
which  in  part  was  as  follows : 

To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the 

loiva  Coal  Operators’  Association: — ■ 

“As  your  commissioner,  I  feel  it  is  my  duty  to 
give  you  an  account  of  my  labors  since  our  last 
meeting.  The  present  year  has  been  very  much 
the  same  as  the  last  two  in  which  I  have  had  the 
honor  to  represent  you  in  your  dealings  with  the 
pit  committee,  said  committee  is  still  doing  busi¬ 
ness  at  the  same  old  stand,  and  is  doing  it  in 
the  very  same  old  way. 

“During  the  year  1904  the  commissioner  cost 
your  association  an  average  of  $312.50  per  month, 
and  for  the  eleven  months  of  the  present  year 
it  has  cost  an  average  of  $381.60  per  month,  or  an 
increase  of  $69.10  ^per  month.  This  increase  is 
due  to  the  increased  salary  and  to  the  increased 
office  expenses  due  to  the  secretaryship,  but,  as 
will  be  seen  by  the  reports  of  the  secretary  and 
treasurer,  the  total  expenses  of  the  association 
have  been  reduced  during  the  year. 

“The  cost  of  your  association  as  compared  with 
similar  associations  is  very  low,  but  the  proper 
way  to  compare  the  cost  is  to  compare  it  with 
the  benefits  received,  and  as  the  one  person  who 
is  the  cause  of  nearly  all  the  cost  to  your  asso¬ 
ciation,  I  have  figured  on  this  question  of  cost 
and  benefits,  or  efforts  and  rewards,  a  great  many 
times  during  the  past  three  years,  and  to  be 
honest  with  you,  I  must  confess  that  I  have  not 
always  felt  satisfied  with  the  result  of  my  figur¬ 
ing.  At  times  I  can  figure  out  that  it  has  been  a 
paying  investment,  one  that  every  member  should 
be  proud  of  and  satisfied  with ;  this  is  at  times 
when  the  commissioner  is  able  to  keep  all  mines 
working  and  settle  all  disputes  in  favor  of  the 
operators. 

“At  other  times  I  have  felt  that  the  investment 
was  a  poor  one  and  ought  not  to  be  continued; 
this  has  been  when  mines  were  shut  down  in 
violation  of  the  agreement,  and  the  commissioner 
found  himself  unable  to  do  anything  except  sym- 
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pathize  with  the  operator,  and  talk  to  the  miners’ 
officials  like  a  Dutch  uncle,  at  such  times,  and 
there  have  been  a  great  many  of  them  during  the 
past  three  years  the  commissioner  has  felt  like 
giving  up  the  ghost,  and  going  to  work  for  a 
living,  and  would  have  gladly  done  so  on  several 
occasions  had  it  been  possible  to  do  so  with  honor 
to  himself  and  justice  to  the  association. 

“The  executive  committee  held  only  two  meet¬ 
ings  during  the  year.  Both  were  held  in  this 
city,  one  immediately  following  the  annual  meet¬ 
ing  last  year  and  the  other  on  April  four'h,  1905, 
.  during  a  meeting  of  the  joint  board.  This  was 
the  only  meeting  of  the  joint  board  during  the 
year. 

“The  association  held  one  special  meeting  during 
the  year.  It  was  held  in  this  city  on  October 
tenth,  1905,  the  proceedings  of  which  have  been 
read  by  the  secretary. 

Decisions  Have  Increased. 

“The  number  of  decisions  has  increased  from 
ninety-one  during  the  eleven  months  preceding 
our  last  meeting  to  105  during  the  same  period 
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this  year.  Then,  too,  there  are  more  questions 
settled  without  recording  a  decision  now  than 
formerly,  for  the  reason  that  we  have  a  great 
many  questions  come  up  now  that  have  been  de¬ 
cided  in  the  past.  In  such  cases  we  usually  tell 
the  parties  at  interest  what  we  have  agreed  on 
as  being  the  law  and  that  ends  it. 

“I  have  tried  to  keep  you  in  touch  with  these 
decisions  by  having  the  more  important  ones 
printed  and  mailed  to  you  in  circular  form,  and 
in  this  connection  I  wish  to  recommend  that  the 
next  joint  convention  provide  a  commission  for 
the  purpose  of  compiling  and  rendering  decisions 
and  have  the  same  printed  with  the  agreement, 
that  is,  in  the  event  that  the  next  joint  conven¬ 
tion  succeeds  in  making  an  agreement. 

“Only  four  cases  have  been  submitted  to  arbi¬ 
tration  during  the  past  year.  In  two  of  these 
cases  the  commissioner  was  sustained  and  in 
the  other  two  he  was  disappointed. 

“We  have  had  the  usual  number  of  local  strikes 
or  rebellions  during  the  year,  but  I  am  pleased  to 
report  that  we  have  had  no  strike  or  shut-down 
that  has  been  ordered  or  sanctioned  by  a  state 
officer.  The  greater  part  of  the  local  strikes  have 
been  of  short  duration,  and  the  worst  cases  we 
have  had  was  the  one  at  Hocking,  where  one 
mine  was  shut  down  for  ten  days  and  two  mines 
were  shut  down  for  four  days  over  a  question  of 
running  a  man  train  to  and  from  one  mine.  The 
union  and  its  officials  all  admitted  that  the  agree¬ 
ment  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  question  at  issue. 


yet  it  was  necessary  for  the  company  to  suffer 
the  loss  of  time  above  recorded  before  the  situa¬ 
tion  was  straightened  out. 

“We  had  another  case  at  Mystic,  where  six 
mines  belonging  to  one  company  were  closed  down 
for  several  days  to  see  whether  the  local  secre¬ 
tary  or  the  company  book-keeper  should  write 
the  names  of  the  employes  in  the  local  union’s 
check-off  book.  This  shut-down  occurred  after 
the  miners’  district  secretary-treasurer  had  agreed 
with  the  commissioner  that  it  was  the  local  sec¬ 
retary’s  duty  to  write  the  names.  I  record  these 
two  cases,  not  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the 
discredit  due  the  miners’  officials,  neither  do  I 
record  them  for  the  purpose  of  throwing  bouquets 
at  the  operators  who  held  the  bag,  and  thus 
showed  their  loyalty  to  the  association  and  in  the 
end  to  their  own  best  interests,  but  rather  for  the 
purpose  of  calling  your  attention  to  the  need  of  a 
better  organization  among  yourselves,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  the  necessity  of  demanding 
clauses  in  the  next  agreement  that  will  come 
nearer  enforcing  the  provisions  thereof  on  the 
miner  as  well  as  the  operator. 

“I  have  worked  along  the  same  general  lines 
as  heretofore  and  have  done  what  little  I  could 
to  better  the  condition  of  those  for  whom  I  labor 
and  incidentally  those  who  pay  my  salary.  At 
times  I  have  felt  that  I  really  earned  my  salary, 
while  at  other  times  grave  doubts  exist  on  the 
subject,  but  without  appearing  to  blow  my  own 
horn,  I  do  not  mind  saying  that  I  enjoy  the  sat¬ 
isfaction  of  knowing  that  I  have  at  all  times  tried 
to  do  my  duty  and  make  the  work  a  success, 
and  if  success  has  not  been  the  result,  it  is  not 
due  to  a  lack  of  effort,  but  might  easily  be  due 
to  lack  of  knowledge  or  ability. 

“I  have  attended  several  meetings  of  the  com¬ 
missioners  and  secretaries’  association  during  the 
year,  and  I  believe  this  organization  is  starting  out 
along  the  right  path  to  accomplish  some  good.” 

Election  of  Officers  Held. 

Officers  were  next  elected,  Alex.  Dargaveil 
nominatifig  Senator  H.  L.  Waterman  as  presi¬ 
dent,  the  election  being  unanimous.  T.  J.  Phillips 
was  elected  vice-president  and  E.  C.  Smith  as 
treasurer.  John  P.  Reese  was  elec*ed  to  fill  the 
offices  of  secretary  and  commissioner  during  the 
coming  year. 

The  executive  committee  named  was  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  First  district,  Alex.  Dargaveil ;  second  dis¬ 
trict,  B.  C.  Buxton;  third  district,  S.  W.  White; 
fourth  district,  E.  C.  Smith;  fifth  district,  Sam 
McClure. 

The  scale  committee  selected  includes  the  fol¬ 
lowing  members :  H.  L.  Waterman,  John  P. 
Reese,  Alex.  Dargaveil,  Tom  E.  Lee.  B.  C.  Bux¬ 
ton,  Henry  Phillips,  S.  W.  White,  W.  A.  Durfee, 
E.  C.  Smith,  Edward  Gray,  Sam  McClure,  H.  H. 
Canfield,  and  B.  A.  Johnson.  Alternates  elected 
are  as  follows :  A.  G.  Widmer.  L.  L.  Lodwick, 
Faley  Hynes,  W.  G.  Hodge,  T.  J.  Phillips,  G.  H. 
Ramsey,  Samuel  Blount.  J.  Norwood,  Robert 
Kennedy,  J.  L.  Craig  and  David  Denning. 

H.  L.  Waterman,  the  president-elect,  being 
called  upon  for  an  address,  said  that  the  office 
was  not  one  of  his  seeking,  but  that  he  fully 
appreciated  the  compliment  w’hich  it  implied  and 
accepted  it  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  tendered. 
As  president,  he  said,  he  would  try  to  aid  the 
organization  in  getting  its  rights.  Mr.  Waterman 
then  took  the  chair  and  presided  over  the  meet¬ 
ing. 

Vote  of  Thanks  to  Morris. 

Glenn  W.  Traer  said  that  he  felt  very  strongly 
that  a  vote  of  thanks  should  be  tendered  the 
retiring  president  for  serving  the  association  so 
well  and  faithfully  for  such  a  long  term  of  years 
and  he  believed  that  every  operator  present  was 
in  favor  of  such  a  motion.  He  moved  that  a 
'"'te  of  fhanks  be  recorded  to  Mr.  Morris  for 
his  satisfactory  and  efficient  services  in  behalf 
of  the  coal  operators  of  Iowa. 

A  rising  vote  of  thanks  was  adopted  unani¬ 
mously. 

Several  minor  matters  were  then  taken  up  for 
consideration,  after  which  the  convention  ad¬ 
journed  to  meet  at  Des  Moines.  March  second, 
for  the  purpose  of  holding  a  joint  conference  > 
with  the  coal  miners. 

C.  H.  Morris,  retiring  president  of  the  Iowa 
Operators’  Association,  'is  now  so  busily  occupied 
with  two  large  mines  in  the  Des  Moines  field  that 
he  felt  he  could  no  longer  continue  as  president. 
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He  has  served  the  association  for  six  or  seven 
years  and  has  been  a  highly  efficient  presiding 
officer  and  executive.  He  was  entitled  to  a  vote 
of  thanks  and  received  one. 

FROM  THE  MINE-RUN  PILE. 

H.  H.  Canfield  was  placed  on  the  auditing  com¬ 
mittee  and  covered  himself  with  glory. 

C.  F.  Christy  was  present  during  the  conven¬ 
tion  and  looked  after  the  interests  of  the  Christy 
Box  Car  Loader  Co. 

Fort  Dodge  was  represented  by  Sam  McClure, 
who  is  well  known  all  through  the  west,  both  as 
a  coal  shipper  and  an  operator. 

Glenn  W.  Traer,  of  the  Whitebreast  Fuel  Co., 
attended  the  meeting  and  proposed  the  vote  of 
thanks  to  retiring  President  C.  H.  Morris. 

E.  C.  Smith,  the  treasurer,  owns  two  automo¬ 
biles.  Some  of  the  operators  want  to  know  how 
he  “got”  them,  but  at  that  there  was  no  attempt 
made  to  wrest  the  office  from  him. 

John  P.  Reese,  secretary  and  commissioner,  is 
something  of  a  humorist,  and  his  broad  witti¬ 
cisms,  particularly  with  reference  to  new  office 
accoutrements,  caused  more  than  one  smile. 

B.  C.  Buxton,  of  Buxton,  Iowa,  who  is  the 
Apollo  of  the  operators  of  the  state,  contributed 
some  to  the  excitement  of  the  convention  by  sec¬ 
onding  nearly  every  motion  that  was  made. 

Tom  E.  Lee,  of  Mystic,  Iowa,  was  there  and  met 
a  number  of  his  old-time  friends  in  his  free¬ 
hearted  manner.  Mr.  Lee  is  one  of  the  pioneer 
coal  operators  of  the  state,  although  he  carries 
his  age  well. 

The  Savery  house  proved  a  much  better  meeting 
place  than  the  Kirkwood,  although  some  of  the 
operators  were  seen  straying  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  latter,  owing  to  the  fact  that  they  had  become 
accustomed  to  those  haunts. 

It  is  a  cinch  that  Alex.  Dargavell  was  present. 
He  is  one  of  the  strong  supporters  of  the  associa¬ 
tion  and  always  attends  every  meeting.  More¬ 
over,  his  suggestions  are  listened  to  with  much 
interest  by  the  operators. 

L.  L.  Lodwick,  from  the  Mystic  field,  former 
secretary  of  the  association,  was  there.  This  is 
the  first  meeting  Mr.  Lodwick  says  he  ever  en¬ 
joyed  since  becoming  identified  with  the  organ¬ 
ization,  because  he  did  not  have  anything  to  do 
but  listen. 

Senator  H.  L.  Waterman,  the  new  president, 
served  in  that  capacity  once  before,  and  so  the 
duties  of  the  position  will  not  worry  him  any. 
He  has  always  been  one  of  the  prominent  members 
of  the  scale  committee  every  time  a  new  wage 
scale  has  been  negotiated  with  the  miners. 

W.  A.  Durfee,  of  the  Rex  Fuel  Co.,  Bussey, 
Iowa,  is  entitled  to  the  distinction  of  being  one 
of  the  veterans  of  the  coal  industry.  He  is 
seventy-eight  years  of  age,  and  has  been  identi¬ 
fied  with  coal  mining  for  the  past  thirty-four  years 
almost  continuously.  He  is  as  chipper  as  a  man 
only  twoscore  of  years. 

The  Mammouth  Coal  Co.,  on  the  Wabash  rail¬ 
road  at  Hamilton,  Iowa,  was  represented  by  J.  J. 
Powers  and  Mr,  Lee.  This  property  is  being 
developed  very  rapidly  and  will  be  one  of  the 
foremost  producers  in  the  state  within  a  short 
time.  The  company  now  ranks  third  in  the  ton¬ 
nage  which  it  produces,  but  will  be  one  of  the 
leaders  a  year  hence.  Electric  haulage  has  re¬ 
cently  been  installed,  including  three  Morgan- 
Gardner  motors,  which  are  proving  successful. 

J.  M.  Christy,  the  veteran  box  car  loader  man, 
was  visited  by  a  number  of  his  personal  friends 
who  were  in  the  city  in  attendance  at  the  con¬ 
vention,  at  his  home.  Mr.  Christy  was  injured 
about  three  weeks  ago,  necessitating  the  double 
amputation  of  his  leg  and  foot.  The  wound  has 
now  completely  healed  and  he  is  at  home,  having 
been  removed  from  Mercy  hospital  a  week  ago 
Tuesday.  He  is  able  to  get  about  on  crutches 
and  says  he  will  be  in  condition  to  attend  opera¬ 
tors’  conventions  again  within  a  short  time. 

V 

Coal  has  been  found  at  Howesville,  Ind.,  which 
is  believed  to  be  of  as  good  quality  as  any  now 
mined  in  the  state. 


Indiana  Operators  Meet. 

The  Indiana  Bituminous  Coal  Operators’  Asso¬ 
ciation  held  a  meeting  Tuesday  evening  of  this 
week  at  Terre  Haute,  for  the  purpose  of  naming 
a  scale  committee  to  negotiate  a  new  wage  agree¬ 
ment  with  the  miners  of  that  state  to  become 
effective  April  first.  In  addition  to  selecting  a 
scale  committee  of  eighteen  members,  resolutions 
were  adopted  opposing  the  government  regu¬ 
lation  of  freight  rates.  General  conditions  in 
the  Indiana  field  with  reference  to  labor  were 
considered  and  it  was  declared  that  there  had 
been  a  considerable  improvement  in  the  relations 
existing  between  the  operating  companies  and  the 
miners  during  the  last  half  of  the  present  year. 
The  miners’  officials  are  given  credit  for  making 
a  sincere  effort  in  most  instances  to  live  up  to 
the  letter  of  the  joint  agreement. 

The  scale  committee  selected  consists  of  two 
operators  from  each  of  the  eight  districts  in  the 
state  in  addition  to  President  J.  C.  Kolsem  and 
Secretary  P.  H.  Penna  of  the  association.  The 
committee  is  made  up  of  the  leading  operators  of 
the  state.  Each  operator  is  entitled  to  select  an 
alternate  in  event  he  will  not  be  able  to  attend 
to  the  duties  of  acting  on  the  scale  committee. 
This  committee  will  meet  the  miners  in  March, 

Rate  Resolutions  Adopted. 

Following,  the  selection  of  the  scale  committee 
resolutions  were  adopted  with  reference  to  rate 
regulation  similar  to  those  passed  in  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee  as  follows: 

“We  respectfully  petition  the  United  States  sen¬ 
ate  and  house  of  representatives  that  we  be  given 
an  opportunity  to  be  heard  on  the  pending  federal 
railroad  rate  legislation  before  the  same  is  en¬ 
acted  into  a  law. 

“It  is  our  belief  that  the  demand  for  rate 
legislation  is  the  outgrowth  of  the  failure  of 
some  of  the  common  carriers  to  impartially  ap¬ 
ply  the  published  tariff  to  all  shippers  by  the 
granting  of  rebates,  or  concessions  from  tariff 
rates,  either  directly  or  indirectly. 

“The  President  of  the  United  States  is  right 
in  demanding  the  stoppage  of  all  rebates,  and 
we  believe  that  the  Elkins  law  effectively  remedies 
the  rebate  question  when  properly  enforced ;  and 
we  urge,  in  order  to  enforce  same,  that  such 
additional  steps  be  taken  which  are  necessary 
to  provide  the  proper  machinery  for  the  per¬ 
sistent  and  effective  stoppage  of  rebates  of  what¬ 
ever  character  arising  from  the  failure  to  observe 
impartially  the  published  rates  of  railroads. 

“Any  legislation  that  will  radically  disturb 
the  prevailing  conditions  as  to  the  making  and 
changing  of  tariff  rates  will  inure  to  our  injury 
by  destroying  the  elasticity  of  present  rate-mak¬ 
ing  methods;  and  so  far  as  coal  rates  are  inter¬ 
fered  with  at  all  by  establishing  rates  depending 
principally  on  mileage  success  will  depend  on 
geographical  relation  to  the  points  of  consump¬ 
tion,  and  local  monopolies  will  be  created  by  law, 
which  the  present  elastic  rate  making  methods 
make  impossible. 

“While  we  recognize  that  there  are  evils  to 
remedy,  we  do  not  believe  that  the  Esch-Town- 
send  bill,  or  any  similar  legislation  giving  any 
commission  the  power  to  make  rates,  will  fur¬ 
nish  any  relief,  therefore  we  oppose  the  passage 
of  same. 

“The  coal  industry  furnishes  the  largest  ton¬ 
nage  of  any  one  commodity,  and  any  legislation 
affecting  its  equilibrium  in  any  radical  respect 
is  liable  to  cause  irreparable  injury,  not  only  to 
the  coal  trade,  but  to  all  depending  employes 
and  industries.” 

There  was  considerable  discussion  of  these 
resolutions  by  those  present,  some  of  the  op¬ 
erators  being  opposed  to  the  passage  of  it  on 
the  ground  that  the  necessity  for  such  action  was 
not  apparent  at  this  time  owing  to  the  recent 
utterances  by  President  Roosevelt  making  his 
position  clearer.  Those  in  favor  of  the  resolution 
advocated  its  passage  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
proper  for  the  operators  of  Indiana  to  go  on 
record  as  showing  that  they  were  opposed  to  any 
arrangement  which  would  disturb  the  present 
method  of  making  rates.  After  the  matter  had 
been  thoroughly  threshed  over  and  considered 
the  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  remainder  of  the  meeting  was  devoted  to 
a  general  discussion  of  labor  conditions  and  to 
the  transaction  of  such  routine  business  as  al¬ 
ways  comes  up  at  the  quarterly  meetings  of  the 
association. 


E.  L.  Carpenter  Makes  Change. 

E.  L.  Carpenter,  New  York  manager  of  the 
Consolidation,  Fairmont  and  Somerset  coal  com¬ 
panies,  at  No.  1  Broadway,  will  retire  from  his 
present  position  about  the  twenty-seventh  of 
the  current  month  to  enter  upon  his  new  duties 
as  general  manager  of  the  Dawson  Fuel  Co., 
with  headquarters  at  El  Paso,  Texas,  to  take 
effect  January  first,  1906.  The  Dawson  Fuel  Co. 
is  an  affiliated  corporation  of  the  El  Paso  & 
South  Western  railroad,  with  mines  located  at 
Dawson,  New  Me.xico. 

Mr.  Carpenter,  who  has  had  a  long  and  thor¬ 
ough  experience  in  the  various  departments  of 
railroad  transportation  and  coal  mining  in  the 
west,  has  recently  returned  from  an  inspection 
trip  to  the  Dawson  property,  and  is  greatly  pleased 
with  the  prospect  of  making  it  one  of  the  largest 
producing  interests  in  that  localitv.  He  takes 
with  him  Frank  Cameron,  formerly  superintendent 
of  the  Utah  Fuel  Co.,  as  superintendent,  a  man 
he  has  long  known,  having  a  wide  experience  in 
mining,  with  an  executive  ability  which  ably 
fits  him  for  this  important  position. 

Born  in  the  state  of  Illinois  in  1860,  Mr.  Car¬ 
penter  entered  his  business  career  when  fourteen 
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years  of  age,  as  messenger  boy  with  the  Chicago 
&  Alton  railroad.  He  remained  here  for  five 
years,  then  served  the  Southern  Kansas  for  three, 
and  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  for  two  years,  pass¬ 
ing  up  through  the  different  departments  and  ren¬ 
dering  service  in  practically  all  capacities  with 
these  roads.  This  gave  him  a  knowledge  of  the 
railroad  industry  which  will  materially  aid  him 
in  his  new  position. 

In  November,  1883,  he  entered  the  service  of 
the  Pleasant  Valley  Coal  Co.,  of  Utah,  as  chief 
clerk,  later  acting  in  more  important  positions 
in  connection  with  the  company’s  mining  interests 
and  for  a  time  was  manager  of  its  five  stores. 
In  1891  he  was  promoted  to  the  office  of  general 
sales  agent,  with  headquarters  at  Salt  Lake  City. 
The  company  at  this  time  was  under  the  man¬ 
agement  of  W.  G.  Sharp,  also  located  at  head¬ 
quarters,  and  the  close  association  of  these  de¬ 
partments  during  the  following  }’ears  proved  in¬ 
valuable  to  Mr.  Carpenter  in  permitting  him  to 
obtain  a  fund  of  information  as  to  mining  and 
handling  a  large  tonnage.  In  1903  he  accepted  an 
offer  from  Mr.  Sharp,  who  at  that  time  was  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  sales  of  the  three  big  companies 
at  New  York  to  act  as  chief  clerk  to  the  man¬ 
ager  of  sales,  in  which  capacity  he  served 
until  November  seventeenth,  1904,  when  he  was 
promoted  to  the  position  of  New  York  manager. 
His  association  with  the  company,  and  the  trade 
generally,  has  been  exceedingly  pleasant  since  he 
came  to  New  York,  and  his  greatest  regret  in 
leaving  the  city  is  because  he  will  be  obliged  to 
sever  these  relations,  which  is  equally  felt  by 
the  general  management  and  his  wide  circle  of 
friends.  The  new  position  offered  him  is  of  such 
importance  that  he  felt  in  duty  bound  in  justice 
to  himself  to  accept  it. 
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Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York  City,  Dec.  15, 

Anthracite  trade  conditions  continue  very  strong 
in  all  the  markets  east  of  the  producing  region, 
and  shipments  of  the  product  are  not  up  to  the 
requirements  of  the  trade  in  every  instance. 
There  has  been  no  important  change  in  the 
supply  of  cars  at  the  collieries,  although  it  was 
anticipated  that  with  the  close  of  lake  navigation 
there  might  be  an  improvement  in  the  distribution 
of  coal  to  points  where  the  needs  are  the  greatest. 
The  current  demand  for  shipments,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  interruption  to  transportation,  is 
quite  urgent.  This  is  particularly  true  in  the 
movement  to  such  all-rail  points  where  there 
have  been  embargoes  and  other  restrictions  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  month.  Referring  to  the  position 
of  this  class  of  trade,  the  only  favorable  feature 
has  been  the  continued  mild  weather.  If  storms 
had  occurred  or  there  had  been  low  temperatures 
the  demand  would  have  been  so  great  that  some 
suffering  might  have  followed.  Favorable 
weather  conditions,  however,  have  reduced  the 
demand  and  at  the  same  time  have  enabled  the 
carrying  companies  to  forward  much  more  coal 
than  otherwise  could  have  been  shipped  to  that 
territory. 

Much  tonnage  remains  to  go  forward  on  this 
class  of  business,  but  it  is  likely  to  be  held  over 
until  there  is  a  better  supply  of  equipment,  al¬ 
though  every  effort  is  being  made  at  present  by 
the  transportation  companies  to  supply  as  much 
of  the  demand  as  possible  before  weather  condi¬ 
tions  may  become  such  as  to  interfere. 

The  movement  of  coal  to  tidewater  points  con¬ 
tinues  heavy  and  is  showing  a  slight  increase  over 
the  tonnage  that  has  been  forwarded  up  to  this 
time.  This  is  due  to  the  increased  output  of  the 
collieries  and  the  wider  demand  for  coal  at  con¬ 
suming  points,  due  to  the  advancement  of  the 
season.  Now  that  the  consuming  season  is  fairly 
well  under  way,  stocks  put  in  at  an  earlier  date 
a^'e  being  depleted  and  this  is  resulting  in  a  large 
nuiiiier  of  orders  from  all  sources. 

Eastern  Demand  Is  Active. 

Trade  eastward  is  showing  considerable  activ¬ 
ity  and  the  large  equipment  of  the  various  com¬ 
panies  is  employed  to  the  fullest  possible  extent. 
As  the  tonnage  to  that  territory  has  thus  far 
this  year  been  less  than  for  the  corresponding 
period  in  1904,  a  steady  demand  is  expected  and 
doubtless  will  continue  throughout  the  winter. 
There  is  no  interruption  to  the  volume  of  busi¬ 
ness  coming  forward  from  the  all-rail  localities 
on  the  main  line  roads  and  shippers  report  a 
heavy  distribution  of  coal  to  that  territory,  par¬ 
ticularly  pn  some  of  the  steam  grades  of  anthra¬ 
cite.  This  latter  is  difficult  to  furnish  in  all  in¬ 
stances  due  to  the  scarcity  in  the  supplies.  The 
tonnage  forwarded  from  the  collieries  has  been 
comparatively  heavy,  especially  when  the  short 
supply  of  cars  is  taken  into  consideration.  The 


dispatch  given  to  transportation  in  a  measure  has 
made  up  for  this  shortage,  so  that  on  the  whole 
the  carrying  companies  have  used  the  facilities 
at  their  command  to  the  best  advantage.  Re¬ 
strictions  preventing  equipment  from  leaving  the 
main  line  roads  have  also  been  a  feature  of  some 
importance  in  giving  good  service.  There  is  a 
large  tonnage  to  be  moved,  however,  during  the 
next  month  or  two,  and  the  dispatch  given  to  this 
will  largely  depend  upon  weather  conditions. 

The  output  from  the  collieries  for  the  month 
of  November  amounted  to  5,421,-584  tons,  making 
a  total  tonnage  for  the  eleven  months  of  the  year 
of  56,015,088  tons,  which,  with  the  tonnage  likely 
to  be  produced  during  December,  assures  a  pro¬ 
duction  for  the  year  of  over  60,000,000  tons.  The 
percentage  of  the  tonnage  produced  that  has 
reached  consumers  and  the  amount  in  storage  is 
very  difficult  to  ascertain  definitely,  although  it  is 
the  genera!  opinion  of  the  producing  companies 
that  the  amount  in  stock  is  largely  over-estimated. 
These  stocks  have  in  many  instances  been  heavily 
drawn  upop  and  may  be  still  further  reduced  be¬ 
fore  the  winter  is  over. 

Strike  Not  Considered  Probable. 

Reports  from  the  Schuylkill  region  the  first  of 
the  week  indicated-  that  a  strike  next  spring  was 
not  to  be  seriously  considered  as  a  probability. 
It  is  intimated  that  a  tacit  agreement  already  has 
been  drafted  which  later  will  be  accepted  by  both 
the  miners  and  the  operators.  While  little  con¬ 
fidence  can  be  placed  in  any  such  assertions  at  this 
time,  it  is  evident  that  the  statements  originated 
in  some  quarter  which  is  favorable  to  a  concilia¬ 
tory  policy  in  settling  the  wage  question. 

The  steam  grades  continue  in  very  short  sup¬ 
ply  with  all  the  producing  interests  and  they  are 
not  of  sufficient  proportions  to  meet  the  current 
requirements.  Some  of  the  finer  grades  prac¬ 
tically  are  out  of  the  market,  having  been  com¬ 
pletely  absorbed.  This  is  also  true  of  free-burn¬ 
ing  pea  coal,  which  has  been  entirely  sold  up. 

Demand  for  Bituminous  Is  Strong. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  bituminous  trade  con¬ 
tinues  to  show  a  strong  demand  from  all  sources. 
The  favorable  weather  prevailing  for  some  time 
past  has  helped  materially  in  the  transportation 
of  coal,  both  on  land  and  water.  A  larger  ton¬ 
nage  has  been  forwarded  as  a  consequence  than 
otherwise  would  have  been  the  case.  At  some 
points  there  has  been  a  slight  weakening  in  prices, 
amounting  to  five  or  ten  cents  a  ton  from  the  fig¬ 
ures  which  prevailed  a  week  ago.  This  is  looked 
upon  as  merely  temporary,  due  to  the  heavier  ar¬ 
rivals  of  coal  in  those  particular  markets.  The 
consumption  of  fuel  unquestionably  is  large  and 
exceeds  all  expectations,  although  there  is  a  large 
tonnage  being  forwarded  steadily  which  must 
cause  some  accumulation  at  the  different  receiv¬ 
ing  and  discharging  ports,  if  this  is  increased  with 
an  improvement  in  transportation,  which  might 
develop  in  the  near  future.  No  marked  relief  is 


expected,  however,  in  the  near  future.  The  car 
problem  is  the  one  that  is  being  watched  with 
the  greatest  interest  by  shipping  companies  at  pres¬ 
ent.  It  is  expected  that  there  will  be  a  continued 
slight  increase  in  the  supply  at  the  .Atlantic  sea¬ 
board  as  a  result  of  the  closing  of  navigation 
on  the  great  lakes.  To  a  certain  extent  the  better 
supply  of  cars,  however,  will  be  offset  by  the  in¬ 
clement  weather,  which  will  be  experienced  dur¬ 
ing  mid-winter  and  by  the  longer  hauls  which  will 
be  required  to  supply  some  of  the  all-rail  territory. 

The  higher  prices  ruling  in  domestic  markets 
are  holding  back  movement  of  coal  for  export. 
Som_e_  orders  have  accumulated  in  shippers’  hands 
awaiting  a  possible  reaction  in  valuer  If  this 
does  not  occur  in  the  near  future  it  is  probable 
that  some  of  these  orders  will  be  cancelled.  All 
producing  companies  have  more  orders  for  ship¬ 
ment  that  they  can  fill  and  they  are  not  anxious 
for  new  business-  except  where  it  i=  on  a  profit¬ 
able  basis.  The  heavy  winds  the  past  week  have 
delayed  water  transportation  somewhat,  but  this 
has  not  interfered  materially  thus  far  with  the 
aggregate  tonnage  moving.  Sound  boats  are 
scarce  and  the  owners  accordingly  are  receiving 
higher  freight  rates  for  this  tonnage. 

Trade  in  Far  East  Taking  Large  Tonnage. 

Trade  in  the  far  east  continues  to  call  for  a 
large  tonnage  of  coal  and  high  figures  have  been 
quoted  upon  several  spot  cargoes  offered  in  east¬ 
ern  harbors.  All  consumers  in  that  territory  ■■eem 
to  have  received  the  quota  of  coal  to  which  they 
are  entitled  under  their  contracts,  but  are  en¬ 
deavoring  to  obtain  as  much  more  as  possible.  At 
sound  points  trade  is  calling  for  a  maximum  ton¬ 
nage.  _  The^  delay  in  water  transportation  is  in¬ 
terfering  with  the  movement  of  this  coal  at  times, 
although  this  is  chiefly  due  to  the  fact  that  boats 
must  wait  from  three  to  four  days  at  loading 
ports.  New  York  harbor  shows  a  fair  demand, 
although  tonnage  is  in  fair  supply  this  week, 
which  has  had  a  tendency  to  weaken  prices  ten 
to  fifteen  cents  per  ton,  making  current  quota¬ 
tions  $2.80^052.90  f.  o.  b.  the  shipping  ports. 
Colder  weather  probably  would  result  in  an  ad¬ 
vance  to  the  old  basis  again.  .All-rail  trade  con¬ 
tinues  to  show  a  heavy  demand,  with  much  in¬ 
quiry  as  to  future  deliveries.  It  is  known  that  in 
some  .instances  $2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  has  been 
obtained  for  special  coals.  Shippers  are  not  look- 
ine  for  ^  this  class  of  trade,  however,  except  at 
high  prices,  while  buyers  in  most  instances  are 
endeavoring  to  obtain  more  coal  than  the  regular 
allotment  under  their  contracts. 

In  the  coastwise  vessel  market  vessels  appear 
to  be  in  fair  supply  in  the  larger  class  at  ruling 
rates,  while  smaller  and  light  draft  craft  are 
seeking  out-of-the-way  point  charters  at  much 
higher  figures.  We  quote  current  rates  of  freight 
from  Philadelphia  on  large  vessels  as  follows: 
Boston.  Salem  and  Portland.  SOc:  Providence. 
New  -Bedford  and  the  sound.  70(fT)75c;  Ports¬ 
mouth,  85c;  Newburyport  and  Lynn.  $1.10. 


Market  ^[ews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  14. —  (^Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.'} — Bituminous  dealers  are  somewhat  encour¬ 
aged  by  a  decided  improvement  in  the  car  situ¬ 
ation.  With  shipments  of  anthracite  made  early 
this  week  the  lake  trade  practically  closes  and  a 
large  number  of  gondola  cars  which  have  been 
tied  up  by  the  cargo  trade  are  now  being  diverted 
to  miscellaneous  business.  This  relieves  what  has 
been  a  very  bad  situation  to  a  considerable  ex¬ 
tent.  In  fact,  the  dealers  say  the  condition  in 
This  city,  so  far  as  moving  cars  is  concerned,  are 
better  than  at  any  time  since  September  first. 

There  is  still  a  very  heavy  demand  for  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  in  the  eastern  market.  Prices  range 
about  on  a  basis  of  $1.40  for  spot  delivery  coal 
at  tbe  mines.  In  all  sections  the  call  for  fuel 
coal  is  active  and  even  with  the  increase  in 
available  rolling  stock  the  dealers  are  having  hard 
work  to  keep  up  with  orders. 

E.  C.  Roberts,  of  the  Hedstrom  Co.,  who  has 


just  returned  from  a  trip  through  the  river  dis¬ 
trict,  reports  that  all  the  mines  along  the  Buf¬ 
falo  and  Allegheny  valley  division  of  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania  railroad,  which  includes  the  Allegheny 
river  division,  are  running  full  time  and  there 
are  strong  indications  of  a  steady  winter’s  busi¬ 
ness  for  the  operators  in  this  field.  Prices  on 
this  grade  of  coal  are  .strong  on  a  basis  of  $1.25 
per  ton  at  the  mines  and  this  price  it  is  believed 
will  hold  good  for  the  next  three  months  at 
least. 

Stocks  of  Railroad  Coal  Light. 

Few  of  the  railroads  centering  in  Buffalo  have 
any  fuel  coal  ahead  and  one  good  snow  storm 
would  create  a  very  active  demand.  During  the 
past  week  one  of  the  largest  companies  has  been 
very  much  exercised  over  the  matter  of  its  fuel 
supply,  fearing  that  its  locomotives  might  run 
short.  There  is  said  to  be  such  a  shortage 


that  only  enough  bituminous  coal  to  supply  one 
day’s  requirements  can  be  accumulated  ahead. 
This  indicates  that  the  roads  are  using  a  much 
larger  supply  of  fuel  than  they  had  anticipated. 
Much  more  is  demanded  than  has  been  contracted 
for,  and  the  result  is  a  scramble  to  get  under 
cover,  for  the  winter’s  rail  traffic  promises  to 
be  unusually  heaTw  and  continuoTis. 

O.  A.  Blackburn,  general  sales  agent  of  the 
Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  which  is  affiliated  with  the  Pittsburgh  Coal 
Co.,  and  George  A.  Magoon,  sales  agent  for  the 
Kuhn  coal  interests  of  Pittsburg,  were  callers 
in  the  cit>'  this  week. 

Clark  E.  Roberts,  of  the  local  office  of  the 
Hedstrom  Co.,  has  gone  to  Chicago. 

Lake  shipping  closed  this  week,  the  Delaware, 
Lackawanna  &  Western  bemg  the  last  dock  to 
load,  putting  in  a  cargo  on  Tuesday.  All  the 
other  companies  shut  down  their  trestles  on  Sat- 
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urday,  where  they  had  not  previously  closed  for 
the  season.  Shipments  the  last  week  of  the  sea¬ 
son  were  not  large,  at  least  two  shippers  hav¬ 
ing  been  out  of  it  completely. 


Anthracite  Shipments  This  Week. 


Custom  house  records  show  a  total  sent  out  of 
72,800  tons,  which  was  7,800  tons  in  excess  of 
the  amount  shipped  during  the  last  week  of 
navigation  in  1904.  These  final  forwardings  were 
distributed  as  follows : 

Tons. 


Milwaukee 
Chicago  . 
Waukegan 
Racine 


26,800 

36,500 

6,500 

3,000 


George  E.  Fordyce,  sheriff  of  Cayuga  county, 
and  a  prominent  coal  dealer  at  Union  Springs, 
N.  Y.,  was  a  Buffalo  visitor  this  week. 

■  H.  McLaren,  of  Port  Elgin,  Ontario,  Can.,  was 
in  town  this  week,  an  anxious  seeker  for  coal. 
The  shortage  of  cars  has  made  it  difficult  to  sup¬ 
ply  the  growing  Canadian  demand.  The  out¬ 
look  is  for  more  business  than  can  be  properly 
cared  for.  More  American  coal  will  be  con¬ 
sumed  in  the  Dominion  this  winter  than  ever 
before,  notwithstanding  reports  which  are  sent 
out  from  Canadian  sources  to  the  effect  that  the 
use  of  natural  gas  promises  to  ruin  the  coal  trade. 
It  is  true  enough  that  lines  for  pumping  gas  are 
being  rapidly  extended  and  the  list  of  consumers 
is  being  constantly  increased,  but  it  is  equally 
evident  that  the  increased  supply  does  not  begin 
to  keep  pace  with  the  expanding  demand,  and 
dealers  on  this  side  of  the  line  are  not  at  all 
alarmed  at  the  outlook. 

Weather  is  the  barometer  which  controls  the 
local  retail  trade,  and  there  have  been  constant 
fluctuations  during  the  past  week.  The  demand 
on  this  account  is  on  the  hand-to-nmuth  order, 
for  never  was  the  weather  more  variable  than  it 
has  been  so  far  in  December.  As  a  rule  consum¬ 
ers  of  means  have  had  their  stocks  in  for  some 
weeks,  and  the  present  demand  is  principally  for 
a  ton  or  even  a  smaller  quantity.  There  is  a  fair 
supply  of  coal  at  the  trestles  and  no  apprehension 
of  failure  to  promptly  supply  any  local  demand  is 
felt. 


Lehigh  Valley  Opens  New  Storage  Plant. 


On  Tuesday  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.  opened 
its  new  storage  and  transfer  'station  at  Wende, 
twelve  miles  from  Buffalo.  The  new  plant  works 
splendidly  and  gives  the  Lehigh  the  most  com¬ 
plete  and  capacious  storage  yard  in  western  New 
York.  By  the  opening  of  this  plant  the  company 
is  given  a  total  capacity  for  storage  of  from 
275,000  to  300,000  tons  of  anthracite  under  cover, 
which  enables  it  to  transfer  from  gondola  to  box 
cars  for  distribution  to  all  points  300  cars  a  day. 
This  plant  will  be  operated  in  conjunction  with 
the  former  plant  at  Cheektowaga,  just  outside 
the  city  line.  The  figures  given  above  cover  the 
capacity  of  the  two  yards.  At  the  new  plant  the 
machinery,  hoists,  etc.,  are  all  on  the  automatic 
order  and  few  men  will  be  necessary  to  operate 
the  yard.  The  great  increase  in  its  storage  ca¬ 
pacity  here  will  make  the  Lehigh  the  strongest 
factor  in  the  local  anthracite  business. 

Frank  Wilson,  a  prominent  coal  dealer  of 
Brantford,  Ont.,-  was  in  the  city  looking  for  coal 
this  week. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Dec.  15. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — There  is  continued  activity  in  the 
anthracite  coal  market  and  the  amount  of  business 
developing  from  day  to  day,  notwithstanding  the 
mild  weather,  is  greater  than  can  be  shipped  upon 
it  promptly.  The  general  movement  of  coal  to  all 
points  is  still  retarded  on  account  of  the  car 
shortage,  which  is  delaying  the  delivery  on  a  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  orders  and  is  in  cases  held  up  in 
transit,  where  consigned  to  all  rail  points  off 
the  systems.  Practically  all  shippers  have  more 
business  than  they  can  provide  for  with  the  ton¬ 
nage  arriving  and  are  striving  to  piece  out  what 
coal  is  received  on  the  orders  most  urgent  in 
order  to  satisfy  customers.  That  the  situation 
is  likely  to  remain  unchanged  for  some  time  is 
the  general  belief,  as  no  headway  is  being  made 
in  reducing  the  requirements  with  possibly  greater 
demands  as  the  teinperature  lowers,  usually  affect¬ 
ing  the  transient  or  small  trade,  which  buys  only 
for  current  needs,  though  it  amounts  to  a  consid¬ 
erable  tonnage  in  the  aggregate.  The  demand 


from  the  all  rail  territory  is  the  most  pronounced 
in  its  present  wants,  but  is  receiving  a  fair  amount 
of  coal,  which  should  be  effective  soon  in  satisfy¬ 
ing  the  urgent  needs.  The  city  and  local  trade 
is  in  a  very  wholesome  condition  and  is  taking  all 
the  coal  that  can  be  given  it,  while  shipments  are 
more  normal  on  this  business  than  is  maintained 
to  other  points.  This  being  due  to  the  active 
trade  at  retail  and  the  heavy  demand  for  the  fine 
sizes  now  being  more  largely  used  for  heating 
purposes  in  all  large  building  and  apartment 
houses.  Shipment  via  the  Delaware  capes  show 
a  large  tonnage  moving  eastward,  many  of  the 
nearer  river  and  inlet  points  being  in  need  of  con¬ 
siderable  coal  before  closing  with  ice,  which  may 
now  occur  at  any  time. 

The  bituminous  coal  situation  shows  no  change 
from  what  has  prevailed  in  the  recent  past.  Pro¬ 
ducers  having  more  orders  on  contract  business 
than  they  can  fill  also  inclines  to  increase  as  the 
shipments  upon  it  are  delayed.  This  condition 
no  doubt  caused  by  the  larger  consumption  in 
the  consuming  trade,  which  has  characterized  this 
status  since  late  summer,  resulting  in  the  require¬ 
ments  greatly  exceeding  the  amount  of  coal  con¬ 
tracted,  creating  the  present  shortage  in  conse¬ 
quence.  The  lack  of  cars  necessary  to  move  the 
tonnage  forward  is  the  chief  cause  in  preventing 
shippers  from  accepting  all  the  business  offered 
and  delaying  current  delivery  on  orders  in  hand. 
It  is  not  seen  how  this  can  improve  in  time 
to  give  any  material  relief  before  bad  weather 
sets  in  and  in  the  event  of  this  occurring,  condi¬ 
tions  are  not  likely  to  change  in  the  near  future. 
Shipments  to  tidewater  ports,  however,  are  quite 
heavy,  some  of  this  tonnage  being  absorbed  at  the 
shipping  ports,  but  considerable  of  it  is  loaded  in 
vessels  for  the  sound  and  eastern  ports,  where  it 
meets  with  a  ready  sale.  There  has  been  some 
interference  in  water  transportation  during  the 
week  by  the  prevailing  high  winds,  causing  ves¬ 
sels  to  remain  in  harbor.  Prices  are  very  firm 
on  all  grades  of  coal  and  no  business  is  accepted  for 
all-rail  delivery  unless  an  advance  over  contract 
figures  is  paid.  About  $1.50  per  ton  at  the  mines 
for  ordinary  steam  grades  is  the  figure  desired 
and  up  to  $1.70  and  over  for  special  coals, 
according  to  quality  and  the  needs  of  the  buyer. 
The  vessel  market  remains  strong  and  large  ves¬ 
sels  are  in  fair  supply,  but  light  craft  is  scarce. 
Quotations  from  here  are  70@75c  to  sound  ports; 
to  around  the  cape,  80c;  Lynn  and  Newburyport, 
$1.10. 


The  ?lew  England  Trade. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Dec.  15. — {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — There  is  a  steady  movement  of  anthra¬ 
cite  coal  at  the  different  discharging  ports  on 
the  sea  coast,  and  the  aggregate  tonnage  arriv¬ 
ing  shows  an  increase  over  the  receipts  of  a  week 
or  two  ago.  The  trade  in  this  locality  has  gradu¬ 
ally  increased  in  volume  to  where  conditions  are 
fairly  strong,  with  a  sufficient  supply  of  orders 
to  keep  everybody  busy.  The  large  quantity  of 
soft  coal  arriving  at  the  regular  coal  piers  for 
re-shipment  to  inland  points  has  delayed  vessels 
in  obtaining  berth  room  at  them,  to  an  extent 
interfering  with  the  hard  coal,  in  being  detained 
from  discharging  for  ten  and  twelve  days,  limit¬ 
ing  the  amount  of  tonnage  which  is  sent  forward. 
This  does  not  affect  the  individual  piers,  which 
are  handling  considerable  business  and  are  oper¬ 
ating  up  to  their  capacity.  The  demand  for  all 
rail  coal  continues  large  and  is  in  excess  of  the 
available  car  supply,  which  is  very  short,  though 
a  fair  amount  of  coal  is  going  to  it  from  the  dis¬ 
charging  ports.  This  is  especially  true,  of  the 
Sound,  which  is  handling  an  increased  amount  of 
business  to  points  inland,  being  able  to  make 
more  definite  shipments  than  is  the  case  on 
direct  consignments  from  the  mine.  With  the 
difficulty  experienced  in  obtaining  shipments  on 
this  line  of  the  trade,  it  is  believed  that  in  the 
future  the  tendency  will  be  to  receive  most  of 
the  coal  via  tidewater,  where  it  is  possible  to 
reach  destination  by  this  route.  Retail  trade  at 
all  large  consuming  centers  throughout  New  Eng¬ 
land,  is  reported  good  and  fully  up  to  the  demand 
usual  at  this  period  of  the  year,  with  many  in¬ 
stances  where  orders  are  being  placed  for  an 
extra  amount  of  stock  to  carry  them  over  into 
next  season.  Prices  on  this  class  of  trade  hold 
very  firm  and  there  is  practically  no  deviation 
from  circular  figures  in  force.  The  bituminous 
coal  trade  is  at  present  contending  with  a  large 
quantity  of  coal  that  had  arrived  at  the  various 


harbors,  almost  simultaneously,  greatly  exceed¬ 
ing  the  unloading  facilities,  and  encountering 
difficulty  to  discharge  cargoes  in  time  to  obvi¬ 
ate  demurrage  charges  accruing.  Most  of  the 
coal  here  was  shipped  on  contract,  but  there 
is  quite  a  number  of  vessels  loaded  with  Penn¬ 
sylvania  coal,  which  may  have  to  accept  slightly 
lower  figures  to  move  the  product  before  exceed¬ 
ing  the  lay  days  called  for  by  charter.  The 
contract  business  continues  very  heavy,  calling 
for  more  coal  than  can  be  shipped  on  it  and  to 
which  it  is  entitled  by  the  agreements  custom¬ 
ary  in  the  trade.  The  general  idea  of  consum¬ 
ers,  in  regard  to  demanding  additional  shipments 
of  coal,  over  what  the  shipper  had  obligated 
himself  for,  is  that  they  should  receive  all  the 
tonnage  desired  at  the  same  price  governing 
the  contract  business.  This  is  thought  to  be  un¬ 
fair,  as  most  interests  requiring  an  increased 
tonnage  are  producing  comparatively  more  goods 
and  obtaining  higher  prices  for  them  than  in 
several  years  past,  and  under  this  condition  the 
operation  of  coal  mines  is  equally  entitled  to 
more  profit  in  making  shipments  through  these 
strenuous  times.  The  sound  ports  show  a  large 
demand  and  are  seemingly  in  need  of  more  coal 
than  is  reaching  them.  Boats  of  light  draft  are 
not  plentiful,  and  having  to  wait  at  the  shipping 
ports  for  four  or  five  days  for  berth  room  or 
cargo  the  movement  is  retarded  accordingly.  In 
the  coastwise  vessel  market  small  craft  is  scarce 
and  only  seeking  light  draught  ports,  demanding 
for  same  higher  rates.  Large  vessels  are  ample 
and  freight  rates  are  quoted  from  all  the  lower 
ports  at  80@85c  around  the  cape  and  70@75c 
to  the  sound. 


Lake  Superior  Receipts. 

Coal  receipts  at  Lake  Superior  to  December 
first  of  this  year  as  compared  with  1904  are  as 


follows : 

Tons.  Tons. 

Dec.  1,  Dec.  1, 

Description.  1904.  1906. 

Anthracite  .  971,928  791,252 

Bituminous  . 5,349,787  6,410,469 


Totals  . 6,321,715  6,201,721 


Total  receipts  of  all  kinds  of  coal  last  year 
were  119,994  tons  greater  than  previous  years. 
Anthracite  shipments,  however,  were  219,324  tons 
less  and  bituminous  shows  an  increase  of  98,749 
tons.  The  total  figures  for  the  year,  it  is  be¬ 
lieved,  will  show  a  greater  shrinkage,  as  140,000 
tons  were  forwarded  to  those  ports  last  Decern- 
ber.  Owing  to  weather  conditions  it  is_  net  antici¬ 
pated  anything  like  that  tonnage  will  be  for¬ 
warded  the  present  month. 


Wagon  Prices  at  Chicago. 


ANTHRACITE. 

Grate  .  $6.50 

Stove  . 

Chestnut  . 

Egg  .  6.75 

BITUMINOUS. 

Smokeless  lump  ..._. .  $5.25 

Smokeless  run-of-mine  .  3.75 

Hocking  lump  .  4.50 

Hocking  Nut  .  4.00 

Illinois  lump,  egg  and  nut  .  3.50 

Indiana  lump,  egg  and  nut  .  3.50 

Wilmington  chunks  .  4.00 

No.  1  washed  nut  .  4.25 

Brazil  block  .  4.00 

Jackson  Hill  Ohio  .  5-00 

Cannel  lump  .  6-25 

Smithing  . 3.00 

West  "Virginia  splint .  4.50 

Gas-house  coke  .  5.50 


V 

A  syndicate  of  local  capitalists  has  purchased  a 
tract  of  486  acres  of  coal  land  two  miles  north  of 
Centralia,  Ill.,  on  the  Illinois  Central  railroad, 
and  besides  this  land  has  secured  the  coal  rights 
to  2,000  acres  additional.  C.  C.  Davis,  of  the 
Pittinger  &  Davis  Coal  Mining  Co.,  is  trustee. 

V 

The  Symmes  Creek  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorpo¬ 
rated  at  Ironton,  Ohio,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$5,000,000.  The  incorporators  are  J.  H.  Lesher, 
W.  P.  Christie,  W.  L.  Hardin  and  A.  R.  Johnson. 
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A  Modern  Equipped  Southern  Coal  Plant. 


First  Coal  Sold  in  Mobile. 


^  NE  of  the  most  prominent  and  well  estab- 
^  lished  corporations  in  the  retail  and  whole¬ 
sale  coal  business  in  the  southern  states  is 
the  Mobile  Coal  Co.,  Mobile,  Ala.  This  company 
was  established  twenty-one  years  ago,  taking  over 
the  business  of  A.  C.  Danner,  who  had  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  retail  coal  trade  in  that  city  at 
that  time  for  seventeen  years.  The  business  has 


has  become  scarce  and  coal  mined  in  adjacent 
fields  is  so  cheap  that  it  has  taken  the  place  of 
this  old  time  fuel.  The  Mobile  Coal  Co.  con¬ 
tinues  to  handle  a  small  amount  of  wood  to  ac¬ 
commodate  those  who  want  it.  The  different 
grades  sold  by  this  company  consist  of  oak,  ash, 
black  jack  and  pine.  The  company  has  a  steam 
mill  in  its  yard  equipped  with  double-saws  and 


tively  engaged  at  the  coal  docks,  and  in  fact  is 
in  charge  of  them. 

Has  a  Large  Retail  Yard. 

The  company  has  a  very  large  coal  and  wood 
yard  having  a  frontage  of  C-OO  fea  along  the 
.Mobile  river,  in  a  central  location.  The  tracks 
of  the  Louisville  &  .Nashville  railroad  reach  the 
yard,  in  which  there  are  four  switches  for  un¬ 
loading  coal.  Three  of  these  tracks  are  elevated, 
permitting  the  company  to  discharge  coal  fn  m 
dump  bottom  cars  direct  to  its  -tock  piKs. 
The  yard  is  equipped  with  railr-  ad  track  scales 
for  weighing  loaded  cars,  and  also  with  nvw 
wagon  and  cart  scabs  -f  the  most  modern 
make.  In  delivering  coal  at  retail,  the  company 
employs  forty  head  of  mules  and  about  twenty- 
five  wagons  and  carts,  jix  white  foremen  are 
constantly  in  the  employ  of  the  company  to 
supervise  the  many  negro  laborers  employed  to 
facilitate  the  delivery  of  coal.  In  addition,  the 
company  has  recently  opened  a  new  (’ownt<.wn 
office  located  at  100  St.  Franci  street,  in  (he 
Knights  of  Pythias  building.  This  is  one  of 
the  most  central  locations  in  Me  bile. 

The  Mobile  Coal  Co.  is  the  onlj'  corporation  in 
that  city,  having  facilities  for  bunkering  coal 
properly.  Its  extensive  coal  docks,  as  indicated 
by  the  illustration,  located  on  the  .Mobile  river, 
barges  and  railroad  cars  carry  a  1:  rgc  tonnage 
ready  to  be  dumped  into  steamers  for  cargo  or 
bunker  use  on  short  notice.  1  he  company  alsp 
has  ocean-going  barges  and  is  prepare  I  to  send 
coal  to  steamers  not  only  in  its  barges  in 
Mobile  harbor,  but  to  Fort  Morgan,  Pascagoula, 
and  Ship  Island.  Many  vessels  bunker  at  that 
point,  there  being  twenty-three  feet  of  water 
down  the  Mobile  channel.  If  the  vessel  draws 
more  than  this,  the  coal  is  taken  down  to  Fort 
Morgan  where  steamships  can  be  loaded  to  twen¬ 
ty-four  feet.  The  company  makes  a  specialty  of 
“Milldale”  and  Warrior  coal  from  the  .Alabama 
fields  for  this  purpose. 


SCHOONER  WM.  J.  LERMOND  DISCHARGING  CARGO 

been  in  existence  for  thirty-eight  years,  and  in 
addition  to  supplying  a  large  part  of  the  coal  and 
wood  sold  in  Mobile,  this  company  also  does  a 
large  business  in  supplying  bunker  coal  from  the 
Alabama  fields  to  vessels  in  Mobile  harbor,  hav¬ 
ing  a  large  plant  specially  equipped  for  this  pur¬ 
pose.  To  supply  its  retail  business,  it  has  an 
immense  yard  capable  of  storing  many  thousand 
tons  of  coal.  Th'e  company  handles  anthracite 
from  Pennsylvania,  buying  it  in  cargo  and  car 
lots,  and  also  sells  Pittsburg,  Tennessee  and 
Alabama  coals. 

A.  C.  Danner,  president  of  the  corporation,  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  retail  fuel  business  shortly  after 
he  was  discharged  from  the  confederate  army 
following  the  civil  war.  At  that  time,  nearly  all 
consumers  in  Mobile  burned  wood  and  but  little 
coal  was  required. 


One  of  his  first  ventures  in  introducing  coal  was 
to  secure  Pittsburg  product,  which  moved  dowm 
the  Mississippi  river  to  New  Orleans  on  barges, 
was  then  hauled  across  the  city  of  New  Orleans 
to  Lake  Pontchartrain  by  teams  and  conveyed  to 
Mobile  in  small  schooners.  It  retailed  at  from 
$12  to  $16  a  ton  and  was  considered  a  luxury, 
quite  naturally,  the  consumption  being  very  light 
at  those  figures.  On  several  occasions  in  the  early 
history  of  the  coal  trade  of  Mobile,  Mr.  Danner 
also  imported  cannel  coal  from  England.  This 
product  was  even  more  expensive  and  retailed 
at  from  $20  to  $23  a  ton. 

The  main  fuel  was  wood,  however,  which  was 
in  great  abundance,  and  very  cheap.  One  of  the 
first  large  orders  received  by  Mr.  Danner  after 
going  into  the  fuel  business  was  to  supply  the 
United  States  troops  with  wood  at  the  barracks 
in  that  city.  Showing  the  changes  which  have 
occurred,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  wood  now 


BITUMINOUS  COAL  PILES  OF  THE  MOBILE  COAL  CO. 


to  their  long  experience  in  the  trade  at  that  point. 
The  vice-president  of  the  company  is  Paul  Dan¬ 
ner,  a  young  man  who  devoted  one  year  to  work 
in  mines  in  northern  Alabama  in  order  that  he 
might  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  coal.  For  several  years  he  has  been  ac¬ 


lots  from  Pennsylvania  and  the  three  prepared 
sizes,  egg,  stove  and  chestnut,  are  sold  almost 
altogether.  The  company  generally  carries  in 
stock  about  3,000  tons  of  this  coal,  and  makes  its 
purchases  in  June  and  July  when  it  can  secure 
prompt  shipments  and  get  the  coal  through  to 


AT  PLANT  OF  THE  MOBILE  COAL  CO.,  MOBILE,  ALA. 

double-splitters  for  preparing  wood  for  use. 

The  secretary  and  treasurer  of  this  company  is 
J.  C.  Strong,  who  has  been  connected  with  the 
business  for  thirty-two  years.  Mr.  Danner  and 
he  are  both  thoroughly  in  touch  with  all  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  the  fuel  buyers  of  Mobile,  due 


Handles  Southern  Coals  Mostly. 

In  addition  to  handling  eastern  anthracite, 
the  company  supplies  its  trade  with  .Montevallo, 
Climax  and  Walker  county  coal  from  the  .Ala¬ 
bama  fields,  these  being  about  the  best  domestic 
products  mined  in  that  state.  These  coals  are 
prepared  for  the  domestic  trade  in  the  usual  sizes 
and  generally  give  satisfaction  to  the  users. 
Most  of  the  anthracite  now  is  brought  in  in  car 
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destination  without  delay.  A  more  comprehen¬ 
sive  idea  of  the  extent  of  this  southern  coal  com¬ 
pany  and  the  equipment  that  has  been  provided 
to  supply  it  with  the  best  facilities,  is  shown  in 


the  accompanying  illustrations.  One  of  the  pic¬ 
tures  shows  the  docks  of  the  company  with  the 


heavy  work  about  the  southern  yards.  The  ac¬ 
companying  illustration  shows  a  group  of  “h  Ip- 
ers”  at  their  noon  luncheon,  and  is  typical  of  the 
class  of  laborers  employed.  A  very  good  idea 


of  the  extent  of  this  coal  plant  can  be  obtained 
from  the  accompanying  water  front  illustration 


has  spared  no  expenditure  which  might  increase 
its  facilties  for  doing  the  busines?  advantageously 
and  under  the  most  modern  conditions.  While 
the  officials  of  the  corporation  are  old  and  expe¬ 
rienced  and  thoroughly  identified  with  the  trade, 
they  are  also  progressive  in  adopting  new  ideas 
and  in  making  improvements.  No_  southern  coal 
plant  is  better  equipped  than  this  one  and  it 
would  be  extremely  difficult  to  find  any  that  had 
the  same  facilities  tor  providing  such  a  wide  dis¬ 
tribution  of  its  product. 


Must  Supply  Mine  Switches. 

The  interstate  commerce  commission  at  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  recently  rendered  its  decision  in 
favor  of  the  Red  Rock  Fuel  Co.  against  the  Bal¬ 
timore  &  Ohio  railroad.  This  compels  the  rail¬ 
road  to  give  the  mines  in  the  Fairmont  district 
of  West  Virginia  belonging  to  the  Red  Rock 
company  sidetrack  connections  and  furnish  cars 
for  shipping  its  coal.  The  company  has  pur¬ 
chased  right  of  way  for  a  sidetrack,  and  the  con¬ 
ditions  pertaining  to  the  connection  are  said  to 
be  as  favorable  as  those  where  connections  have 
been  made  for  other  mines. 

V 

One  of  the  most  important  coal  land  sales  oc¬ 
curring  in  Belmont  county,  Ohio,  in  many  years, 
is  being  negotiated  at  St.  Clairsville,  Ohio.  A 
party  of  capitalists  have  had  an  option  on  500 
acres  of  land  in  this  county  for  the  past  five 
months  at  $75  an  acre,  and  the  property  holders 


anthracite  stock  piles  of  the  mobile  coal  CO. 


The  old  workings  of  the  Acme  shaft  at  Streator, 
Ill.,  are  on  fire  and  a  large  force  of  men  is  em¬ 
ployed  endeavoring  to  extinguish  the  flames  so 
that  the  work  of  hoisting  can  be  resumed.  The 
fire  has  been  smoldering  for  some  time,  but  it 
was  not  until  the  last  few  days  that  it  was  fanned 
into  a  flame. 


An  extensive  coal  company  is  about  to  be 
formed  at  Cape  Breton,  Canada,  which  will  oper¬ 
ate  a  railway  system  and  shipbuilding  plant  a  little 
later  on.  This  information  has  been  given  out 
by  J.  A.  Gillies,  of  Richmond,  N.  S.  The  com¬ 
pany  will  be  under  the  management  of  a  party 
of  British  capitalists  and  will  be  known  as  the 
Cape  Breton  Coal  &  Iron  Co. 


big  four-masted  schooner  Wm.  J.  Lermond  dis- 
of  clam  buckets,  and  elevated  to  a  hopper  from 
which  point  it  is  conveyed  to  stock  piles.  An 
charging  a  cargo  of  1,400  tons  of  anthracite. 
This  coal  is  taken  from  the  vessel  hold  by  means 
idea  of  the  extensive  stock  of  bituminous  coal 
carried  is  shown  in  the  second  illustration,  where 
the  stock  piles  have  a  prominent  place  in  the 
foreground.  Many  thousand  tons  of  domestic 
product  are  constantly  kept  in  stock  in  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  bunkering  orders  and  to  supply  the  domes¬ 
tic  demand.  The  company’s  stables  are  also 
shown  in  this  picture. 


Carries  Heavy  Stock  of  Anthracite. 

The  anthracite  stock  piles  are  shown  in  the 
third  illustration.  The  coal  can  be  unloaded  di¬ 
rect  to  the  stock  piles  from  cars  on  the  trestles 
or  can  be  conveyed  from  the  clam  bucket  which 
unloads  at  the  water  front  to  them  in  tram  cars. 
It  will  be  a  surprise  to  coal  men  that  this_  com¬ 
pany  does  such  a  large  business  in  anthracite,  as 
it  is  a  general  supposition  that  southern  con¬ 
sumption  of  this  product  is  very  small,  'the 
stock  piles  revealed  in  the  illustration  are  little 


typical  croup  of  negroes  employed  at  the  plant  of  the  mobile  coal  CO. 


different  from  those  seen  in  the  northern  retail 
yards  where  anthracite  is  more  of  a  factor. 
Negro  labor  is  used  almost  entirely  in  the 


It  is  evident  from  this  article  that  the  Mobile 
Coal  Company  is  one  of  the  best  equipped  fuel 
corporations  in  the  southern  states  and  that  it 


The  A.  G.  Blair  Mining  Co.,  Toledo,  Ohio, 
which  owns  100  acres  of  land  just  west  of  Adena, 
on  the  Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie,  has  started  to 
grade  for  the  railroad  sidings  necessap'  to  con¬ 
nect  its  tipple,  and  in  a  short  time  will  be  run¬ 
ning  one  of  the  best  equipped  mines  in  that  part 
of  the  country.  The  company  will  employ  several 
hundred  men. 


WATER  FRONT  VIEW  OF  THE  EXTENSIVE  PLANT  OF  THE  MOBILE  COAL  CO.,  MOBILE,  ALA. 


.  which  shows  a  vessel  discharging  her  cargo  rnd 
the  machinery  employed  in  unloading  and  also  in 
‘loading  barges  for  harbor  trade. 


have  been  notified  to  have  their  deeds  made  out 
at  once.  The  land  is  located  on  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  Railway,  and  it  is  expected  a  mine  will  be 
opened  in  the  near  future. 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes, 


Charles  E.  Lester,  New  York  manager  for  W. 
O.  Mason  &  Co.,  spent  the  early  part  of  the  week 
in  the  east  on  a  business  trip. 

Ihe  New  York  Central  railroad  had  a  land 
slide  on  its  road  at  Birch,  Pa.,  the  first  of  last 
week,  cutting  off  all  coal  sliipinents  from  west  of 
that  point  for  a  day  and  a  half,  which  caused 
delay  in  the  movement  of  coal. 

Sherman  1.  Cate,  general  manager  of  the  Con¬ 
necticut  Coal  Co.,  Bridgeport,  was  in  the  city 
the  first  of  the  week  on  a  business  trip.  Business 
IS  reported  good  by  Mr.  Cate,  and  this  naturally 
brings  him  to  the  source  of  suiiplies  in  order  to 
get  coal  forward  promptly. 

Uriand  C.  Post,  aged  fifty-one  years,  general 
auditor  of  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western 
railroad,  died  on  Priday  of  last  week,  at  his  home 
in  Last  Orange,  N.  J.,  after  an  illness  extending 
over  two  months.  Mr.  Post  became  general  au¬ 
ditor  of  the  Lackawanna  six  years  ago. 

George  M.  Dexter,  treasurer  and  manager  of 
Keisey  &  Longlin,  coal  merchants  of  Brooklyn, 
N.  Y.,  it  is  understood,  will  fetire  from  the  firm 
the  first  of  the  year,  to  accept  a  position  as  gen¬ 
eral  manager  of  Prost  Bros.,  recently  purchased 
by  Arbuckle  Bros.,  to  enter  the  coal  business. 

Preedom  Ulrich,  formerly  of  the  Philadelphia  & 
Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  at  New  York,  who 
resigned  Ins  position  the  first  of  the  year  to 
take  charge  of  the  Boston  office  of  Coxe  Bros.  & 
Co.,  Inc.,  is  now  connected  with  the  office  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  in  that  city,  as  salesman. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Maryland  Coal  Co.,  held  at  the  company’s  office. 
No.  1  Broadway,  New  York,  on  Wednesday  of 
last  week,  the  regular  semi-annual  dividend  of 
two  and  one-half  per  cent  was  announced,  and  an 
extra  dividend  of  two  per  cent,  payable  December 
thirtieth. 

J.  Eltz  &  Son,  555  West  Fifty-fifth  street.  New 
York,  who  recently  sustained  a  lire  loss  to  their 
coal  plant  and  horses,  issued  a  circular  letter  to 
the  trade  last  week,  stating  that  they  had  recov¬ 
ered  from  the  lire  inconvenience  and  were  again 
in  a  position  to  supply  all  needs  of  their  custom¬ 
ers  promptly. 

C.  W.  Proctor,  who  has  been  identified  with 
the  Skeele  Coal  Co.,  of  New  York,  since  its  or¬ 
ganization  two  years  ago,  was  elected  a  director  of 
the  company  at  a  meeting  of  the  board,  held  De¬ 
cember  first,  at  its  offices,  143  Liberty  street.  Mr. 
Proctor,  through  his  ability  and  close  application, 
has  earned  the  present  promotion. 

D.  C.  Chase,  terminal  shipping  agent  of  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad  at  its  coal  piers  at  South 
Amboy,-  has  resigned  his  position  to  accept  an 
appointment  with  the  same  company  as  superin¬ 
tendent  of  all  water  transportation  equipment. 
He  is  succeeded  by  J.  Fuller,  formerly  chief  clerk 
to  Mr.  Chase,  and  is  now  acting  as  terminal  ship¬ 
ping  agent. 

Anthracite  coal  tonnage  for  November  aggre¬ 
gated  5,421,584  tons,  as  against  5,124,068  tons  for 
the  same  month  last  year.  For  the  eleven  months 
of  the  year  the  tonnage  amounts  to  56,015,088 
tons,  as  against  52,429,378  tons  for  the  same 
period  in  1904.  This  is  a  remarkable  showing 
when  it  is  considered  that  the  output  for  the  year 
is  likely  to  exceed  the  sixty  million  mark. 

J.  B.  Weir,  of  the  Falling  Rock  Cannel  Coal 
Co.,  New  York,  left  Tuesday  of  this  week  for  the 
mines  of  the  company  in  West  Virginia,  to  in¬ 
spect  the  new  machinery  which' is  being  installed 
in  the  property.  The  system  used  is  compressed 
air,  and  when  completed  will  be  a  great  advantage 
over  the  old  methods  in  getting  out  the  product. 
Mr.  Weir  is  expected  to  return  the  first  of  next 
week. 

S.  D.  Warriner,  general  superintendent  of  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  at  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.,  was 
in  New  York  the  first  of  the  week  at  the  com¬ 
pany’s  offices  conferring  with  other  officials  on 
business  affairs.  Mr.  Warriner’s  duties  are  stren¬ 
uous  at  this  time,  owing  to  the  fact  that  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  his  former  work,  the  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co. 


mines  are  being  taken  over,  which  with  the 
changes  necessary  no  doubt  very  fully  occupies 
his  time. 

At  the  conciliation  board  meeting  at  Pottsville 
last  week,  the  grievances  of  the  Oak  Hill  colliery, 
the  Mary  D.  colliery,  and  the  Centralia  cohiery, 
were  presented  and  discussed  before  a  full  attend¬ 
ance  of  the  board  members.  The  Centralia 
trouble,  which  related  to  the  rights  of  the  opera¬ 
tors  to  change  the  condition  ol  employment,  had 
previously  been  before  the  board  and  a  partial 
decision  made  by  Umpire  Neil.  Unable  to  solve 
the  problem,  the  board  decided  to  refer  the  whole 
question  back  to  the  umpire. 

Charges  of  unlawful  discrimination,  favoritism, 
lack  ot  good  faith,  manipulation  to  further  its  own 
financial  ends,  and  of  stilling  competition,  are 
contained  in  a  complaint  tiled  last  week  before 
the  interstate  commerce  commission  by  the  Dono- 
lioe  Coke  Co.,  of  Greensburg,  Pa.,  against  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad,  in  connection  with  the 
Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  and  the  Huron  Coal 
Co.,  corporations  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
ihe  complaining  company  says  it  is  engaged  in 
mining  and  shipping  coal  in  different  parts  of 
Illinois,  New  Jersey  and  New  York,  and  that  it 
has  been  wilfully  discriminated  against  in  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  coal  cars  and  the  handling  of  the 
business  offered  by  it  to  the  Pennsylvania  rail¬ 
road. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of 
the  Lehigh  &  Hudson  railroad,  on  Wednesday  of 
last  week,  the  retiring  board  of  directors  was  re¬ 
elected,  with  the  exception  of  J.  B.  Thayer  Jr., 
who  was  named  in  the  place  of  S.  M.  Prevost. 
The  following  officers  were  chosen  by  the  board 
after  organizing:  Louis  A.  Riley,  president,  and 
John  Sayer,  secretary  and  treasurer.  Morris  Ruth- 
ford  was  elected  to  the  newly  created  office  of 
vice-president.  The  annual  report,  ending  June 
thirtieth,  shows  gross  earnings  of  $481,772;  oper¬ 
ating  expenses,  $315,249;  net  earnings,  $166,523; 
taxes,  $11,384;  balance,  $155,139;  interest,  $133,- 
116 ;  surplus,  $527 ;  balance  of  profit  and  loss, 
$257,033;  balance  to  credit  of  profit  and  loss  as 
of  June  thirtieth,  $278,528. 

The  United  Railways  of  Havana,  Cuba,  has 
placed  its  current  contract  for  coal  with  Cardiff 
interests,  instead  of  for  shipment  from  the  United 
States,  as  in  the  case  of  previous  contracts  for 
several  years  past.  The  deliveries  amount  to  21,- 
000  tons  of  bituminous  coal,  to  commence  with 
6,000  tons  for  December,  6,000  tons  for  January, 
and  an  equal  amount  for  February,  and  3,000  tons 
in  March.  It  appears  that  while  interests  here 
bid  on  this  business,  the  prices  quoted  were  higher 
than  formerly,  owing  to  winter  delivery,  which 
comes  at  a  time  when  coal  is  very  scarce  and  diffi¬ 
culty  in  getting  it  forward  might  be  experienced. 
With  more  favorable  conditions  likely  to  prevail 
next  spring,  there  is  no  doubt  but  what  this  ton¬ 
nage  will  again  come  back  to  the  United  States. 

The  Philadelphia  Coal  Exchange  held  its  annual 
meeting  in  the  Bourse  building,  where  it  has  head¬ 
quarters,  on  Tuesday  of  last  week.  The  question 
of  short  weight  cars  was  the  chief  feature  up 
for  discussion.  It  was  reported  that  many  dealers 
in  the  city  were  complaining  of  receiving  short 
weight  coal.  The  matter  was  referred  to  a  short 
weight  committee  to  make  an  investigation.  E.  J. 
Cummings  is  the  chairman  of  the  committee.  The 
following  officers  of  the  exchange  were  re-elected : 
President,  James  Walker;  vice-president,  George 
W.  Edmonds;  treasurer,  James  M.  Kelly;  secre- 
tary,  Charles  K.  Scull.  The  board  of  directors 
elected  was:  L.  H.  Kellum,  N.  W.  Buzby,  E.  S. 
Lowry,  E.  J.  Cummings,  W.  C.  Hancock,  W.  J. 
Crowder,  W.  C.  Downing,  S.  E.  Donaghy,  S.  D. 
Hall,  W.  J.  Steen,  A.  K.  McKee,  S.  B.  Crowell, 
M.  J.  McCusker,  H.  H.  Yearick,  W.  C.  Simply 
and  Frank  Mathers. 

The  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce  report 
shows  that  the  receipts  of  domestic  anthracite  and 
bituminous  coal  at  Boston,  Mass.,  the  past  month, 
and  since  January  first,  this  year,  compared  with 
the  same  period  the  previous  year,  have  been: 
Anthracite,  181,556  tons  and  1,794,058  tons,  as 
compared  with  145,067  tons  and  1,872,523  tons  re¬ 


spectively  in  1904;  bituminous  coal,  244,116  tons 
and  2,59»,099  tons,  as  compared  with  234,087  tons 
and  2,329,216  tons  respective.y  last  year.  This 
shows  an  increase  in  anthracite  for  the  month  of 
36,489  tons  and  a  decrease  of  78,465  tons  for  the 
eleven  months  of  the  year.  Bituminous  receipts 
increased  10,029  tons  for  the  monili  and  268,883 
tons  ior  the  year  to  December  first,  over  the  same 
periods  of  the  previous  year.  Ihe  receipts  of 
provincial  bituminous  coal  for  the  year  to  Decem¬ 
ber  first  were  541,978  tons,  as  compared  with 
494,503  tons  for  the  same  time  of  1904. 

Madeira,  Hill  &  Co.,  of  New  York  and  Phila¬ 
delphia,  who  earlier  in  the  year  secured  by  pur¬ 
chase  the  Kehley  Run  colliery  of  the  Thomas  Coal 
Co.,  have  recently  closed  negotiations  for  the  Har- 
leigh  anthracite  mine,  located  near  Hazleton,  Pa. 
1  he  last  purchase  is  of  considerable  importance 
to  the  company,  in  that  it  will  add  greaLy  to  its 
present  shipments  of  anthracite.  Winle  the  cur¬ 
rent  output  of  this  mine  is  small  comparatively, 
the  purchase  carries  with  it  an  adjoining  tract  of 
coal  land  in  fee,  which  is  sufficiently  extensive  to 
permit  of  the  tonnage  being  largely  increased 
and  for  many  years'  mining.  Ihe  cohiery  ca¬ 
pacity  of  this  mine  wifi  be  increased  as  required 
to  take  the  coal  produced  and  the  work  of  the 
remodelling  of  the  breaker  will  commence  at  once. 
Improvements  are  aiso  being  made  at  the  Ihomas 
colliery  which,  when  completed  and  the  mines 
fully  developed,  wih  have  a  capacity  of  1,200  tons 
daily.  It  is  expected  that  the  work  now  under 
way  will  be  completed  by  next  spring  to  permit 
of  practically  fuil  shipments.  I  hese  operations, 
in  addition  to  the  following  coilieries :  Raven  Run, 
Stanton,  Pond  Creek,  and  an  interest  m  the 
Parish  Coal  Go.,  which  it  controls,  will  give  to 
the  company  a  strong  position  in  the  trade.  Un¬ 
der  the  management  of  VV.  G.  Thomas,  Pittston, 
recently  appointed  to  this  position  by  the  com¬ 
pany,  Its  interests  in  the  mining  field  are  well 
provided  for,  and  he  will  undoubtedly  show  in 
developing  them  his  executive  ability.  He  is 
president  of  the  Black  Diamond  Co.,  and  has  up 
to  recently  been  general  manager  of  the  Reese 
G.  Brooks’  coal  properties. 


Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports, 

Reported  by  W.  W.  Battie  &  Co.,  ship  and 
steamship  brokers.  Produce  Exchange,  New  York. 

Both  tonnage  and  coal  orders  are  scarce  and 
the  shippers  of  the  few  orders  in  the  market  are 
endeavoring  to  secure  concessions  from  recently 
quoted  rates,  but  are  not  meeting  with  much  suc¬ 
cess,  and  consequently,  chartering  is  at  a  stand¬ 
still.  It  would  not  surprise  us  if  rates  outward 
to  Cuba  and  nearby  ports  declined  slightly  after 
the  turn  of  the  year,  on  account  of  the  movement 
of  the  Cuba  sugar  crop.  The  general  freight  situ¬ 
ation  is  about  as  recently  advised. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer,  as  fol¬ 
lows:  $1.50@1.55  to  Havana  or  Matanzas;  $1.90 
@2.00  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua;  $l.60@1.70  to  Cien- 
fuegos;  $1.60@1.70  to  Daiquiri;  $1.75@1.80  to 
Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad;  $2.00@2.15  to  St.  Lucia; 
$1.80  to  St.  Thomas;  $1.90  to  Barbados;  $1.60@ 
1.65  to  Kingston;  $l.45@1.50  and  p.  c.  to  Cura¬ 
cao;  $2.40@2.50  to  Demerara ;  $1.75  to  Bermuda; 
$1.75@1.85  to  Vera  Cruz;  $1.75@1.85  to  Tam¬ 
pico;  16s  to  Buenos  Ayres;  l7s  to  Rosario;  I6s 
to  Rio ;  18s  to  Santos ;  13s  to  a  direct  port  in  the 
Mediterranean,  not  east  of  the  west  coast  of  Italy, 
Spain  excluded;  $5.25  and  discharged  to  Manila; 
$5.50  to  Japanese  ports. 


Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage, 

The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  &  Coal 
Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  transported 
over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  December  ninth, 
the  corresponding  week  last  year,  the  year  to  date 
and  the  corresponding  period  in  1904; 

Broad  Cumber- 
Top.  land. 

Week  ending  Dec.  9,  1905  v.  22,037  27,768 

Corresponding  week,  1904...  13,778  29  638 

Total  for  1905  . 702,348  959,134 

Corresponding  period,  1904.545,574  1,048,195 


Total. 

49,795 

43,416 

1,661,482 

1,593,770 
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Western  Retail  ^lotes. 

Three  coal  dealers  were  recently  fined  $10  and 
costs  each  for  selling  short  weight  coal  at  Chi¬ 
cago,  Ill. 

The  Chicago  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Union,  Chi¬ 
cago,  Ill.,  has  changed  its  title  to  the  Chicago 
Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association. 

The  coal  and  wood  business  of  Roberts  & 
Harker,  Linden,  Minn.,  is  now  owned  by  Roberts 
&  Hark,  Mr.  Harker  resigning  from  the  firm. 

Wm.  Schumacher,  formerly  engaged  in  the 
meat  market  business  at  Ephrata,  Wash.,  has 
opened  a  retail  coal  and  wood  yard  in  that  town. 

Wm.  Wellman,  formerly  engaged  in  the  coal 
and  wood  business  at  Oldham,  S.  D.,  has  opened 
a  coal,  wood  and  lumber  business  at  Sioux  City, 
Iowa. 

Otto  Laabs,  Geo.  H.  Fischer  and  John  A.  Wallis 
have  been  appointed  appraisers  of  the  property 
of  the  bankrupt  Milwaukee  Bituminous  Coal  Co., 
Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Coal  dealers  at  Grand  Forks,  N.  D.,  have  an¬ 
nounced  an  advance  of  fifty  cents  a  ton  in  the 
price  of  anthracite.  This  makes  the  price  of  the 
fuel  $10.50  a  ton  at  that  point. 

Six  large  Fuildings,  including  two  of  the  high 
schools  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  were  entirely  out  of 
fuel  recently.  Four  other  schools  have  only 
enough  coal  to  last  them  a  week. 

Owing  to  a  shortage  of  coal  at  Ritzville,  Wash., 
it  is  believed  that  the  schools  will  be  compelled 
to  close  temporarily.  A  car  of  wood  which  was 
received  a  few  days  ago,  lasted  one  hour. 

John  Honneywell  has  opened  a  new  retail  coal 
and  wood  yard  in  Minot,  N.  D.,  opposite  the 
Dakota  hotel.  Several  cars  of  coal  have  been 
ordered,  as  well  as  a  full  supply  of  wood. 

Owing  to  the  advance  in  the  wholesale  price, 
the  retail  dealers  at  Mankato,  Minn.,  were  obliged 
to  advance  the  price  of  bituminous  coal  fifty 
cents  a  ton.  This  is  the  third  advance  at  whole¬ 
sale. 

S.  S.  Riley,  Lakefield,  Minn.,  has  purchased  the 
coal  and  ”'ood  business  of  F.  H.  Gray,  Fergus 
Falls,  Minn.  In  the  future  Mr.  Riley  will  reside 
at  Fergus  Falls  and  conduct  the  business  at  that 
point. 

The  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.  has  been  granted 
a  permit  to  build  a  frame  coal  pocket  at  Colfax 
avenue  and  Twenty-ninth  street,  Minneapolis, 
Minn.  The  cost  of  the  structure  is  estimated 
at  $7,000. 

There  has  been  no  coal  or  wood  in  the  town 
of  Pullman,  Wash.,  for  the  past  several  days,  and 
a  fuel  famine  seems  imminent.  The  railroads 
claim  they  have  no  cars  for  the  shipment  of 
this  commodity. 

There  is  a  price  war  on  at  Denison,  Iowa,  be¬ 
tween  many  of  the  smaller  mine  operators  and 
the  dealers.  Bituminous  coal  has  been  reduced 
from  $3.50  a  ton  to  $3.00  and  the  anthracite  from 
$10.50  to  $9.75  a  ton. 

Since  the  beginning  of  cold  weather,  an  advance 
of  one  cent  a  bushel  has  been  made  by  all  the 
retail  dealers  of  Galesburg,  Ill.  Should  the  weather 
remain  cold  for  three  weeks  longer  the  prices 
wil  be  advanced  still  more. 

John  Berley,  who  had  been  engaged  in  the 
coal  and  ice  business  at  Oak  Harbour,  Ohio,  for 
a  number  of  years,  died  recently  at  his  home  in 
that  city.  The  funeral  was  conducted  by  the 
masonic  lodge,  of  which  he  was  an  honored  mem¬ 
ber. 

The  railroads  in  the  vicinity  of  the  stock  yards 
district,  Chicago,  Ill.,  are  complaining  at  the 
large  amount  of  coal  which  is  being  stolen  from 
the  cars  while  standing  on  tracks.  Private  de¬ 
tectives  have  been  employed  to  ascertain  where 
and  when  the  coal  is  taken. 

Fire  which  started  in  the  barns  of  the  McLean 
County  Coal  Co.,  Bloomington,  Ill.,  recently  de¬ 


stroyed  the  building  and  its  contents  and  burned 
to  death  a  dozen  horses,  ten  of  which  were  the 
property  of  the  coal  company.  The  loss  to  the 
company  is  estimated  at  $5,000. 

Eastern  'Retail  }^,otes. 

N.  Van  Horsen,  a  wealthy  coal  dealer  at  Mount 
Vernon,  N.  Y.,  died  recently  at  his  home  in  that 
city.  He  leaves  a  wife  and  three  children. 

Slight  damage  was  recently  caused  by  fire  in 
the  retail  coal  and  wood  yard  of  Bagdesar  Tapa- 
zian,  171  Admiral  street.  Providence,  R.  1. 

The  recent  advance  of  twenty-five  cents  in  the 
retail  price  of  all  anthracite  in  New  York  brings 
the  figures  up  to  $7.50  a  ton  to  small  house¬ 
holders. 

A  fire  which  started  in  the  coal  towers  along 
the  Mystic  river.  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  recently 
caused  a  loss  of  $2,500.  The  property  is  owned 
by  James  Roughan. 

The  Jaqui  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at  Mor¬ 
ristown,  N.  J.,  to  deal  in  coal,  flour,  grain,  etc. 
The  capital  stock  of  the  company  is  $50,000  and 
the  incorporators  are  E.  A.  Allen  and  D.  B. 
Kennedy. 

The  F.  N.  Sill  Co.,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  is  erecting 
an  enormous  coal  pocket  to  be  conducted  in  con¬ 
nection  with  its  coal  business.  The  pocket  is 
sixty  feet  high  and  will  hold  several  thousand 
tons  of  coal. 

A  Coal  Merchants’  Credit  Association  has  been 
formed  at  Plainfield,  N.  J.,  for  the  purpose  of 
collecting  old  debts  and  to  prevent  deadbeats 
from  buying  any  more  coal  unless  they  pay  for 
it  in  advance. 

All  the  local  dealers  at  Lowell,  Mass.,  have 
agreed  to  advance  the  retail  price  of  coal  fifty 
cents  a  ton.  This  brings  anthracite  up  to  $8.00 
a  ton,  the  highest  figure  at  which  it  has  sold  for 
the  past  three  years. 

Thomas  Arnold  Sr.  and  his  son,  who  are  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Arnold  Coal  Co.,  Bridgeport, 
Conn.,  it  is  claimed  have  been  asked  to  resign 
their  positions  with  that  company  owing  to  dif¬ 
ferences  with  the  other  stockholders. 

An  ordinance  providing  for  the  weighing  of 
coal  on  city  scales  was  recently  introduced  at 
Hartford,  Conn.  Before  this  action  was  taken 
the  ordinance  was  amended  by  leaving  out  that 
portion  providing  for  fees  for  the  weighing. 

The  Penobscot  Coal  &  Wharf  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Portland,  Maine,  to  own  wharves 
and  deal  in  coal.  The  capital  stock  of  the  com¬ 
pany  is  $500,000  and  the  incorporators  are  F.  J. 
Laughlin,  R.  E.  Goodwin  and  Benj.  Thompson. 

Edward  Badger,  who  for  many  years  was  ac¬ 
tively  engaged  in  the  retail  coal  business  at 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  died  recently  at  his  home  in  Sha- 
ronsburg.  Pa.,  where  he  had  moved  on  account 
of  ill  health.  He  is  survived  by  a  wife  and  four 
children. 

The  New  England  Coal  Dealers’  Association 
held  its  regular  winter  meeting  recently  at  the 
Hotel  Haynes,  Springfield,  Mass.  Plans  for  the 
spring  trade  and  various  methods  of  handling 
coal  were  discussed.  About  seventy-five  members 
were  present. 

Francis  H.  Weyant,  Hewletts,  .N.  _Y.,  who  had 
been  engaged  in  the  retail  coal  business  at  that 
city  for  thirty-five  years,  died  recently  at  his 
home.  He  was  in  the  best  of  health  up  to  a  day 
or  two  previous  to  his  death.  He  is  survived  by 
one  son  and  a  daughter. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Philadelphia 
Coal  Exchange  held  recently  in  the  Bourse,  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pa.,  the  following  officers  were  elected; 
James  Walker,  president;  Geo.  W.  Edmonds, 
vice-president;  James  M.  Kelly,  treasurer; 
Charles  K.  Scull,  secretary. 

James  A.  Morris,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
residents  of  Rensselaer,  N.  Y.,  died  recently  at 
his  home  in  that  city.  Mr.  Morns  had  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  coal  business  since  1865,  having 
taken  his  father’s  place  after  his  death.  He  is 
survived  by  a  widow  and  three  children. 

The  contract  for  supplying  the  free  public 
baths  commission  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  with  a  win¬ 


ter  supply  of  coal,  has  been  awarded  to  W.  J. 
Chapman.  The  prices  called  for  are  $3.48  a  ton 
for  High  street  district  and  $3.73  for  Columbia 
district,  bituminous  coal  to  be  furnished. 

Local  coal  dealers  at  Montreal,  Canada,  say 
they  will  not  be  affected  by  the  advance  in  New 
York,  which  went  into  effect  recently.  All  Mon¬ 
treal  dealers  have  large  stocks  on  hand,  and  have 
been  allowing  a  twenty-five  cent  discount  for 
cash.  This  will  be  discontinued,  however. 

A  loss  of  nearly  $10,000  was  caused  recently 
liy  a  fire  which  destroyed  the  storage  sheds  of 
the  John  R.  White  &  Sons’  Coal  &  Grain  Co., 
Providence,  R.  1.  The  sparks  from  the  burning 
timber  were  carried  to  adjoining  buildings  and 
for  a  time  it  looked  as  if  several  other  buildings 
would  be  destroyed. 

Southern  Retail  Notes. 

The  Jellico  Coal  Co.,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  is  con¬ 
structing  new  coal  pockets,  barn  and  office  build¬ 
ing.  About  $15,000  is  to  be  expended  in  these 
improvements. 

The  price  of  all  domestic  coal  has  been  ad¬ 
vanced  twenty-five  cents  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn., 
at  retail.  This  is  due  to  the  fapt  that  the  car 
situation  is  becoming  a  rather  serious  matter. 

The  price  of  coal  at  retail  at  Rome,  Ga.,  has 
been  advanced  fifty  cents  a  ton  during  the  past 
few  days.  This  advance  is  caused  by  the  inability 
of  the  railroads  to  deliver  coal  to  that  market. 

The  cold  weather  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  has  created 
an  active  business  for  the  local  dealers  there. 
Permission  has  been  granted  to  them  to  deliver 
coal  and  wood  on  Sunday,  through  the  passage 
of  a  city  ordinance. 

The  local  dealers  at  Galveston,  Texas,  say 
there  is  no  immediate  danger  of  a  coal  famine. 
Many  thousand  tons  of  both  anthracite  and  bi¬ 
tuminous  coal  are  On  hand,  and  there  is  no  dan-  ' 
ger  of  a  shortage  for  several  .months  at  least. 

Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  What  Cheer  mine,  near  Bay  City,  Mich., 
is  installing  a  new  engine  capable  of  hoisting 
1,000  tons  of  coal  per  day.  The  mine,  with  the 
new  equipment,  will  be  the  most  productive  in 
Michigan. 

The  Hecla  Portland  Cement  Co.  has  been  sold 
to  Sidney  T.  Miller,  representing  a  syndicate  of 
Detroit,  Mich.,  capitalists.  The  bid  of  Mr.  Mil¬ 
ler  was  $525,000  in  cash.  The  property  will  at 
once  be  placed  in  condition  for  operation. 

The  present  rate  on  lump  coal  from  the  Pitts¬ 
burg,  Kas.,  district  to  Topeka,  which  is  $1.40  a 
ton,  will  be  materially  reduced  in  the  near  future, 
according  to  a  promise  made  to  the  Topeka 
Commercial  club  by  the  railroad  companies. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Lebanon  City  Coal 
Co.,  Lebanon,  Ill.,  the  following  officers  were 
elected:  R.  H.  Horner,  president;  Wm.  Kolb, 
vice-president;  H.  C.  Eisenmayer,  secretary  and 
treasurer;  Adolph  Stoffel,  John  Facht  and  Harry 
Chappel,  directors. 

Due  to  the  failure  of  natural  gas  and  the  low 
price  of  coal,  a  club  is  to  be  organized  at  Kokomo, 
Ind.,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  new  factories, 
and  also  retaining  the  ones  now  located  there. 

It  is  expected  this-  will-  -increase  the-  coal .  con¬ 
sumption  in  that  city. 

The  Patoka  River  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  pur¬ 
chased  from  the  Cabel  &  Kaufmann  Co.,  Washing¬ 
ton,  Ind..  2,258  acres  of  coal  land  in  Patoka  town¬ 
ship.  The  price  paid  for  the  land,  which  is  un¬ 
derlaid  with  a  vein  of  coal  from  five  to  nine 
feet  thick,  was  $90,000. 

Thirty  acres  of  land  near  Macon,  Mo.,  have 
been  purchased  by  a  coal  company,  which  will 
erect  immense  reservoirs  and  machinery  neces¬ 
sary  for  the  manufacture  of  briquettes.  The 
slack  that  has  been  wasted  in  this  county  will  be 
utilized  in  making  this  fuel. 

Options  are  being  secured  between  Paris  and 
Marshall,  Ill.,  under  the  name  of  Marshall  G. 
Lee.  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  on  coal  property  in  that 
field.  If  enough  options  can  be  secured  to  make 
up  a  tract  of  land,  the  work  of  drilling  for  coal 
will  begin  early  in  November. 
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Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  J^otes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

The  Elk  Garden  &  Potomac  Coal  Co.,  Morgan¬ 
town,  W.  Va.,  has  amended  its  charter  changing 
the  name  to  the  West  Virginia  Coal  Co.,  and  in¬ 
creasing  its  capital  stock  from  $.30,000  to  $6,000  - 
000. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  George’s  Creek  Coal  Co.,  Cumberland,  Md , 
has  increased  the  rate  of  pay  for  mining  from 
00  to  65  cents. 

The  coal  mines  at  Irwin,  Pa.,  are  shipping  12,000 
tons  daily  to  tidewater.  Of  this  amount,  the  Ex¬ 
port  mine,  of  the  Westmoreland  Coal  Co.,  is  ship¬ 
ping  4,000  tons. 

A  petition  has  been  filed  to  have  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Coal  Mining  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  declared 
involuntary  bankrupts.  J.  Chester  Stauffer  is  the 
only  creditor  scheduled. 

The  Maryland  Coal  Co.’s  new  town  near  Graf¬ 
ton,  W.  Va.,  which  has  been  christened  Wendell, 
has  been  completed,  and  the  various  buildings  are 
now  ready  for  occupancy. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Virginia  Pocahontas  Coal 
Co.,  which  is  developing  coal  properties  at  Coal- 
wood,  Md.,  is  having  plans  and  specifications  pre¬ 
pared  for  a  large  power-house  and  new  tipples. 

The  Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  controlled  by  the 
Wabash  interests,  has  opened  a  new  mine  with  a 
four-foot  vein  of  coal  on  the  Elk  Garden  branch 
of  the  West  Virginia  Central,  near  Davis,  W.  Va. 

A  tract  of  3,000  acres,  with  valuable  frontage 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Tygarts  Valley  river,  in 
close  proximity  to  Phillipi,  W.  Va.,  has  been 
purchased  by  Hibbs  &  Rinehart,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

A  fire  recently  partially  wiped  out  the  mining 
town  of  Yatesville,  Pa.,  owned  by  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.  For  a  whole  day 
every  home  in  the  town  was  threatened  with  de¬ 
struction. 

Two  new  ferryboats  for  the  Jersey  Central’s 
service  were  launched  last  week  at  Wilmington, 


Del.  They  are  named  after  the  towns  of  Somer¬ 
ville  and  Crawford,  which  are  located  on  the  main 
lines  of  this  road. 

The  Edgerton  colliery  of  the  Temple  Iron  Co., 
which  has  been  in  operation  for  the  past  twenty- 
five  years  at  Archbald,  Pa.,  has  been  shut  down, 
all  of  the  coal  in  the  tract  owned  by  that  company 
having  been  mined. 

The  Enterprise  Colliery,  owned  by  W.  L.  Con¬ 
nell  &  Co.,  Scranton,  Pa.,  which  has  been  on  fire 
for  over  a  year,  and  which  was  officially  de¬ 
clared  extinguished  last  week,  is  again  burning 
above  the  water  level. 

The  Pine  Hill  Coal  Co.  has  under  construction 
a  new  breaker  at  Minersville,  Pa.  When  com¬ 
pleted,  this  breaker  will  have  a  capacity  of  1,000 
tons  daily  and  the  floor,  bins,  pockets  and  beams 
will  be  built  of  concrete. 

Three  wells  are  to  be  drilled  within  the  next 
few  weeks  in  Amwell  township,  near  Washington, 
Pa.,  to  ascertain  the  depth,  thickness  and  quality 
of  the  Pittsburg  vein  of  coal  which  was  recently 
purchased  by  M.  Semans. 

Work  on  the  erection  of  the  Dominion  Coal 
Co.’s  mammoth  electric  plant  at  Dominion,  Can¬ 
ada,  is  being  rushed  and  a  large  number  of  men 
are  employed  in  excavating  for  the  foundation  of 
.the  central  electric  station  at  the  mine. 

Amos  Ives,  twice  mayor  of  Meriden,  Conn.,  and 
prominent  in  democratic  politics  in  that  state,  died 
very  suddenly  on  Saturday  of  last  week,  of  pneu¬ 
monia.  He  was  sixty-seven  years  of  age,  and  had 
accumulated  a  fortune  in  the  coal  business. 

It  is  reported  that  Col.  J.  B.  Coryell,  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Pa.,  has  purchased  800  acres  of  coal  land 
near  Salix,  Pa.,  and  is  about  to  start  operations 
which  will  employ  a  large  number  of  men.  The 
price  paid  for  this  land  is  not  made  public. 

Moore  &  George,  Cumberland,  Md.,  have  dis¬ 
posed  of  1,000  acres  of  coal  land  immediately  ad¬ 
jacent  to  Philippi,  W.  Va.,  to  Huntington  and 
Parkersburg  capitalists.  The  consideration  and 
the  name  of  the  purchasers  is  not  disclosed. 

The  fire  in  the  Spruce  Hill  mine,  which  has  been 
in  progress  for  thirty-three  years,  having  been 
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caused  by  the  overturning  of  a  stove  which  had 
been  placed  in  the  mine,  is  assuming  such  pro¬ 
portions  as  to  endanger  fhe  use  of  roads  in  that 
vicinity. 

The  W.  J.  Rainey  coke  interests.  Brier  Hill, 
N.  Y.,  have  been  granted  a  charter  for  the  build¬ 
ing  of  a  railroad  to  run  between  Dunlap  and 
Redstone  townships,  Fayette  county.  This  is  a 
distance  of  ten  miles  and  the  road  will  cost 
$200,000. 

A  new  breaker  for  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co. 
IS  under  construction  at  Sayre,  Pa.  This  breaker 
promises  to  be  one  of  the  best  plants  for  the 
preparation  of  coal  in  the  anthracite  region.  The 
very  latest  and  most  modern  machinery  will  be 
installed. 

The  Cambridge  Bituminous  Coal  Co.  and  the 
Vinton  Collieries  Co.,  both  of  Vintondale,  Pa., 
have  been  merged,  and  work  in  the  mines,  which 
have  been  idle  for  some  months,  is  to  be  resumed. 
The  resumption  of  operations  will  furnish  employ¬ 
ment  to  about  100  men. 

The  projected  combination  of  coal  mining  prop¬ 
erties  to  the  number  of  more  than  sixty,  all  lo¬ 
cated  along  the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  in  the 
Allegheny  valley,  Pennsylvania,  has  been  dropped 
because  of  the  high  prices  demanded  by  the  mine 
owners  for  their  properties. 

The  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.  has  let  the  contract 
for  sinking  a  shaft  at  Primrose  colliery,  Potts- 
ville.  Pa.,  from  the  Mammoth  to  the  Buck  Moun¬ 
tain  vein.  This  is  a  distance  of  400  feet,  and 
forty-five  men  will  be  employed  on  the  job,  which 
will  require  six  months  to  complete. 

The  Esser  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  recently  incor¬ 
porated  at  Esserville,  W.  Va.,  has  purchased  the 
plant  of  the  Guest  River  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  con¬ 
sisting  of  mines,  coke  ovens,  tipples,  bins,  machin¬ 
ery,  etc.  Besides  this  property,  the  company  has 
under  lease  about  300  acres  of  coal  land. 

Reports  have  been  received  of  a  mine  explo¬ 
sion  on  December  second  at  Diamondville,  in 
western  Wyoming  at  a  mine  of  the  Kemmerer 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  whereby  twenty-one  are  said  to 
have  been  killed  and  thirty-three  entombed  with 
small  hope  of  their  rescue  as  the  mine  is  on  fire. 
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The  name  Kemmerer  from  which  the  company 
takes  its  title,  is  prominently  known  in  anthracite 
circles.  Mr.  Kemmerer  is  a  large  operator  and 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Whitney  &  Kemmerer. 
He  had  occasion  to  visit  the  mines  only  two  weeks 
ago  and  could  hardly  have  left  there  before  the 
accident  occurred.  One  of  the  collieries  was  badly 
wrecked  by  the  explosion  which  was  caused  by  a 
windy  shot. 

W.  H.  Morris,  of  the  Stonycreek  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  has  secured,  for  a  party  of  eastern  capitalists, 
all  the  required  options  on  a  tract  of  700  acres  of 
land  at  the  foot  of  Tire  Hill,  Somerset  county, 
Pa.  Two  seams  of  coal  are  to  be  operated,  meas¬ 
uring  four  and  five  feet  thick,  respectively. 

A  banquet  was  recently  given  Superintendent 
Owens,  who  has  been  promoted  to  the  position 
of  superintendent  of  the  Lackawanna  division  of 
the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  at  the  West  Side 
armory,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.  At  the  close  of  the 
banquet  appropriate  addresses  were  made. 

T.  William  Roberts,  Bala,  Pa.,  has  leased  from 
John  C.  Martin,  of  New  York,  N.  Y.,  a  tract  of 
land  comprising  500  acres  in  Portage  township, 
Montgomery  county.  Pa.,  for  a  period  of  ten 
years,  dating  from  June  first,  1906.  The  coal  is 
leased  on  the  royalty  basis  of  ten  cents  a  ton. 

After  fifteen  years  of  idleness,  the  Hill  Farm 
mine  of  the  Dunbar  Furnace  Co.^  Dunbar,  Pa., 
has  again  resumed  operations.  The  mine  was  shut 
down  after  an  explosion  in  1890,  which  killed 
thirty-two  miners.  A  new  slope  has  been  opened 
and  the  works  are  now  being  operated  without 
danger  to  the  miners. 

The  Vinton  Colliery  Co.,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  has 
purchased  mines  Nos.  1  and  2  of  the  Lackawanna 
Coal  Co.,  together  with  6,000  acres  of  coal  lands 
at  Wehrum,  Pa.  The  only  difficulty  the  Vinton 


company  expects  to  experience  is  the  lack  of 
miners.  Agents  have  been  sent  to  Philadelphia  to 
secure  workmen,  and,  if  possible,  1,000  men  will 
be  employed  at  an  early  date. 

The  Pittsburg,  Summerville  &  Clarion  railroad 
has  just  completed  the  largest  purchase  of  coal 
land  in  the  vicinity  of  Clarion,  Pa.,  since  that 
of  the  Mt.  Zion  Coal  Co.,  in  1903.  The  tract  lies 
in  Clarion  and  Monroe  townships  and  is  along 
the  right  of  way  of  the  branch  road  being  con¬ 
structed  by  the  purchasing  company. 

After  eighteen  months  of  work,  the  Scranton 
Coal  Co.  has  succeeded  in  sinking  its  new  Rich¬ 
mond  No.  2  shaft  near  Scranton,  Pa.,  to  a  depth 
of  600  feet.  For  a  distance  of  eighty-seven  feet 
the  shaft  had  to  be  sunk  through  a  bed  of  quick¬ 
sand,  and  it  was  only  by  exercising  great  care 
that  the  task  was  successfully  completed. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  only  a  few  more  car¬ 
goes  will  be  shipped  from  Sydney,  Canada,  to  the 
St.  Lawrence  markets,  before  the  close  of  naviga¬ 
tion,  the  men  employed  at  the  Intercolonial  pier 
have  been  put  on  single  shift.  The  steamer 
Bergenhus  has  made  twenty  round  trips  this 
season  to  Montreal  in  the  employ  of  the  Dominion 
Coal  Co. 

Literary  Notes. 

Frederick  Trevor  Hill,  whose  “Lincoln  the  Lawyer” 
is  just  beginning  in  The  Century,  has  been  associated 
heretofore  in  the  public  mind  with  up-to-date  novels. 
His  “The  Accomplice”  is  the  story  of  a  murder  trial. 
“Lincoln  the  Lawyer”  is  the  most  serious  work  he  has 
ever  undertaken.  It  has  been  a  labor  of  love  for  many 
years,  and  Mr.  Hill  has  had  the  help  of  many  contem¬ 
poraries  of  Mr.  Lincoln  in  the  preparation  of  his  ma¬ 
terial. 

McClure’s  Magazine  has  in  preparation  a  long  list 
of  good  things  for  its  readers  in  1906  including  “The 

(Continued  on  page  38.) 


Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Southern  Enterprises. 

The  Kentucky  River  Land  &  Coal  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  to  operate  coal 
mines  in  Lee  county.  The  capital  stock  of  the 
company  is  $3,500. 

The  Shamrock  Coal  Co.  has  been  organized 
at  Middlesboro,  Tenn.,  by  J.  L.  Manring.  The 
company  has  leased  a  large  tract  of  land  on 
Stony  Fork,  near  Middlesboro,  Ky. 

The  Spradling  Coal  Co.  has  been  organized  at 
Hartford,  Ark.,  by  J.  M.  Spradling,  Luther 
Spradling  and  Jesse  Harp.  The  company  will 
develop  160  acres  of  land  which  it  owns  near 
Hartford. 

The  Muddy  Branch  Coal  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Paintsville,  Ky.,  with  a  capital  of  $50.- 
000.  The  incorporators  are  J.  F.  Hager,  M.  F. 
Fleming,  S.  S.  Willis,  M.  M.  Crowell  and  A.  M. 
Kelly,  all  of  Ashland,  Ky. 

General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

A  syndicate  composed  of  Stockton,  Cal.,  capi¬ 
talists  has  purchased  a  large  tract  of  ljgnite_  lands 
near  Rockdale,  Texas,  and  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  syndicate  to  put  in  an  eggette  plant  at  that 
place. 

Edwin  Ludlow,  a  coal  mining  engineer,  was 
seriously  wounded  at  Musquiz  Coahuila,  Mexico, 
recentlv  while  turkey  hunting  with  a  party  of 
New  York  friends.  His  injuries  are  not  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  fatal. 

Through  the  recent  consolidation  of  the  Un¬ 
derwood  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  Blount  County,  Ala., 
and  the  Southern  Steel  Co.,  Gadsden,  Ala.,  this  is 
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now  one  of  the  largest  corporations  in  the  south, 
and  the  third  largest  in  the  state  of  Alabama. 
The  capital  of  the  new  company,  which  will  be 
known  as  the  Southern  Steel  Co.,  is  $16,000,000. 

A  fire  causing  a  loss  oi  $20,000  broke  out  re¬ 
cently  in  the  No.  3  mine  of  the  Tennessee  Coal, 
Iron  &  Railroad  Co.,  near  Birmingham,  Ala. 
Four  mules  were  burned  to  death  and  several 
others  were  barely  rescued. 

The  Alabama-Louisiana  Coal  Co.  is  opening 
up  new  coal  mines  near  Phil  Campbell,  Ala.,  and 
a  good  output  is  expected  as  soon  as  develop¬ 
ment  work  is  completed.  So  far  the  openings 
have  proved  very  satisfactory. 

The  output  of  the  state  coal  mines  at  Petros, 
1  cnn.,  has  been  considerably  increased  during 
the  past  year,  and  a  movement  is  now  on  foot 
for  the  purchase  of  more  coal  property  to  be 
worked  by  state  convict  labor. 

A  number  of  large  coal-carrying  vessels  are 
being  held  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  as  the  result  of  failure 
to  secure  cargoes.  All  the  steam  coal  mined  is 
being  used  in  the  eastern  states,  and  the  expbrt 
trade  is  said  to  be  at  a  standstill. 

The  High  Top  Mining  Co.,  Standardsville,  Va., 
is  about  to  close  down  its  mines  for  the  winter. 


throwing  a  great  many  men  and  boys  out  of  em¬ 
ployment.  For  the  past  six  or  seven  years  the 
mines  have  been  worked  on  a  very  small  scale. 

The  large  coal  operators  in  Indian  Territory 
who  were  complaining  a  few  weeks  ago  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  lack  of  available  freight  cars,  say 
that  the  conditions  heretofore  prevailing  in  the 
fields  have  been  materially  improved  within  the 
last  few  days. 

The  Terry  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  begun  oper¬ 
ating  coal  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  Christian,  Ky., 
and  a  one-mile  railroad  is  to  be  built  to  connect 
with  the  Louisville  &  Nashville.  This  is  the  only 
means  by  which  the  company  can  get  its  product 
on  the  market. 

The  coal  operators  of  Oklahoma  recently  held 
a  meeting  in  Oklahoma  City  to  take  action  pro¬ 
testing  against  the  increase  in  the  freight  rate  on 
coal.  The  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  has 
granted  an  extension  of  time  till  January  first 
before  the  increase  becomes  effective. 

EdlFlynn  of  District. 20,  United  Mine  Workers, 
states  that  no  proposition  that  the  coal  operators 
may  offer  as  a  settlement  of  the  strike  which 
has  . existed  for  the  past  eighteen  months  at  Bir¬ 
mingham,  Ala.,  will  be  considered.  The  oper¬ 


ators  have  refused  to  recognize  the  union  and 
are  working  the  mines  to  their  full  capacity  with 
non-union  help. 

It  is  stated  that  a  syndicate  composed  of  John 
W.  Gates,  Charles  S.  Guthrie  and  others,  has  se¬ 
cured  control  of  the  Tennessee  Coal  &  Iron  Co. 
Purchase  of  stock  in  the  open  market  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  have  given  the  syndicate  control  of 
120,000  shares.  This  explains  the  recent  activity 
of  the  stock,  which  has  gone  up  from  85  to  137. 


•  Literary  ^lotes. 

(Continued  from  page  37) 

Keminiscences  of  Carl  Schurz,”  “The  Railroads  and  Their 
Owners,"  “The  Shame  of  the  Cities,”  “Life  Insurance," 
and  short  stories  by  Josephine  Daskam  Bacon,  Rudyard 
Kipling,  Mrs.  Wilson  Woodrow,  Booth  Tarkington,  Jack 
London,  Eugene  Wood,  Myra  Kelly  and  many  other 
famous  authors.  Subscriptions  for  a  year  sent  in  during 
December  will  include  the  November  and  December  num¬ 
bers  of  this  great  magazine  gratis. 

A  new  book  by  C.  E.  Bichel,  entitled  “New  Methods 
of  Testing  Mine  Explosives,”  is  being  published  by  the 
J.  B.  Lippincott  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  The  book  is 
handsomely  illustrated  throughout  with  diagrams,  photo¬ 
graphs,  and  maps  of  the  different  mining  sections.  Tables 
are  also  supplied  giving  the  composition  of  all  the  dif¬ 
ferent  mine  explosives.  The  book  will  prove  invaluable 
to  coal  operators  and  mine  superintendents. 
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General  Review  of  tKe  Markets. 


An  unusual  December  has  been  experienced  thus  far,  and  as  a 
consequence  the  promises  which  were  held  out  with  the  advent  of  this 
month  that  there  would  be  much  activity  in  the  coal  trade  have  not 
all  been  realized.  In  fact,  in  several  quarters,  the  market  is  on  an 
easy  basis  and  consumers  for  the  first  time  for  several  montlis  are 
(mabled  to  obtain  all  the  coal  they  require.  Notwithstanding  this 
easier  feeling,  however,  prices  have  not  changed  to  any  mai'ked 
degree,  but  hold  steady  at  the  range  which  developed  during  the 
worst  of  the  car  shortage.  This  is  remarkable  and  shows  that  the 
market  has  virility.  With  values  holding  up  to  a  steady  basis,  it 
can  be  safely  assumed  that  any  conditions  which  reduce  production 
will  have  an  immediate  effect  on  prices  and  they  will  show  substantial 
advances.  In  midwinter — and  we  have  arrived  at  that  season  of 
the  year — severe  storms  are 
likely  to  occur  any  day,  while 
present  temperatures  are  the  ex¬ 
ception  rather  than  the  rule. 

There  has  been  a  continuous 
strain  on  the  car  equipment  and 
motive  power  of  the  railroads, 
so  that  any  handicap  to  the  free 
movement  of  trains  which  ordi¬ 
narily  prevails  during  January 
or  February  will  have  an  almost 
immediate  influence  on  prices. 

In  the  anthracite  industry, 
the  demand  for  coal  continues 
active  in  eastern  territory  and 
the  producing  companies  have 
more  orders  than  they  can  sup¬ 
ply.  Car  shortage  at  the  col¬ 
lieries  is  not  so  much  of  a  fea¬ 
ture  as  it  was  a  few  weeks  ago, 
but  the  equipment  available  is 
not  fully  up  to  the  requirements 
of  the  producing  companies.  As 
soon  as  the  holiday  rush  is  over, 
it  is  thought  that  there  will  be 
an  improvement  in  this  respect, 
unless  weather  conditions  should 
interfere.  Anthracite  at  tide¬ 
water  shipping  ports  continues 
to  be  in  active  request,  particu¬ 
larly  for  stove  and  chestnut 
sizes.  Fgg  is  not  in  oversupply, 
but  does  not  move  quite  as 
freely  as  at  other  seasons.  Some 
delays  are  encountered  at  load¬ 
ing  ports  in  getting  a  sufficient 
tonnage  forward  to  fill  out  car¬ 
goes,  and  this  causes  demurrage 
fo  accrue  in  some  instances  be¬ 
fore  they  can  be  unloaded  at 
discharging  ports.  In  the  all¬ 
rail  trade  there  is  a  most  active 
demand  and  shipping  companies 
arc  having  difficulty  in  securing 
a  STifficient  tonnage  of  the  pre- 
])arcd  sizes  to  fill  their  orders. 

Steam  grades  continue  to  be 
active,  and  tonnage  is  steadily 


being  withdrawn  from  storage  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  trade. 

In  the  western  anthracite  trade,  demand  for  all  sizes,  with  the 
single  exception  of  chestnut,  is  inclined  to  be  sluggish.  The  mild 
weather  and  the  holiday  season  are  holding  back  orders  from  dealers. 
Car  supply  at  the  collieries  for  western  shipment  is  some  better  than 
it  was,  but  the  time  required  to  move  the  coal  through  to  destination 
is  longer  and  much  tracing  of  cars  is  a  necessary  part  of  the  shipping 
trade. 

No  definite  results  have  followed  the  convention  of  the  anthracite 
miners  held  last  week  at  Shamokin,  Pa.  A  special  committee  was 
appointed  to  ask  for  a  conference  with  the  anthracite  operators,  and 
the  resolutions  adopted  by  this  committee,  it  is  expected,  will  bo 
placed  before  the  presidents  of  the  coal  companies  during  the  present 

week.  There  seems  to  be  an 
underlying  belief  on  the  part  of 
the  operators  that  the  miners  are 
inclined  to  be  moderate  and 
temperate  in  their  demands. 
Until  the  matter  is  considered 
by  the  operators  and  some  action 
is  taken  by  the  latter,  it  is  not  to 
be  anticipated  that  the  situation 
will  take  definite  form. 

In  the  bituminous  trade  the 
soft,  balmy  weather  throughout 
territory  where  consumption 
usually  is  the  heaviest  is  reduc¬ 
ing  the  amount  of  coal  required, 
and  thus  relieving  the  strin¬ 
gency  in  the  supply  which  would 
have  been  a  result  of  the  car 
shortage  covering  a  period  of 
three  months  last  fall.  There  is 
no  accumulation  of  coal  at  any 
point,  and  it  is  the  general  be¬ 
lief  that  practically  all  the  ton¬ 
nage  going  forward  to  consum¬ 
ing  points  from  the  mines  is  be¬ 
ing  absorbed  readily.  This  is 
indicated  by  the  general  stabil¬ 
ity  of  prices.  In  the  eastern 
trade  all-rail  shipments  are  re¬ 
ceiving  slightly  more  attention 
where  spot  coal  is  available  at 
the  mines,  due  to  the  fact  that 
they  net  the  producing  compa¬ 
nies  a  larger  return.  Movement 
to  tidewater  ports,  however,  is 
of  fair  proportions  and  is  being 
taken  care  of  at  a  steady  range 
of  prices.  The  only  weakness 
that  has  developed  has  been  in 
New  York  harbor,  where  prices 
on  spot  product  alongside  are 
being  shaded  a  few  cents  a  ton. 
At  New  England  ports  there  is 
an  active  demand  which  is  ab¬ 
sorbing  all  the  coal  that  can  be 
forwarded.  In  the  western  bi¬ 
tuminous  trade  there  has  been 
a  slight  improvement  in  the  car 
supply  and  movement  shows 
quite  an  improvement. 


KEEPING  CHRISTMAS 


By  Henry  Van  Dyke. 


¥T  IS  a  good  thing  to  observe  Christmas  day.  The  mere  mark- 
*  ing  of  times  and  seasons  when  men  agree  to  stop  work  and 
make  merry  together  is  a  wise  and  wholesome  custom.  It  helps 
one  to  feel  the  supremacy  of  the  common  life  over  the  individual 
life.  It  reminds  a  man  to  set  his  own  little  watch,  now  and  then, 
by  the  great  clock  of  humanity. 

But  there  is  a  better  thing  than  the  observance  of  Christmas 
day,  and  that  is,  keeping  Christmas. 

Are  you  willing  to  forget  what  you  have  done  for  other 
people  and  to  remember  what  other  people  have  done  for  you ;  to 
ignore  what  the  world  owes  you  and  to  think  wliat  you  owe  the 
world;  to  put  your  rights  in  the  background  and  your  duties 
in  the  middle  distance  and  your  chances  to  do  a  little  more 
than  your  duty  in  the  foreground;  to  see  that  your  fcllowmen  are 
just  as  real  as  you  are,  and  try  to  look  behind  their  faces  to  their 
hearts,  hungry  for  joy;  to  own  that  probably  the  only  good  reason 
for  your  existence  is  not  what  you  are  going  to  get  out  of  life, 
but  what  you  are  going  to  give  to  life;  to  close  your  book  of 
complaints  against  the  management  of  the.  universe  and  look 
around  for  a  place  where  you  can  sow  a  few  seeds  of  happiness — 
are  you  willing  to  do  these  things  even  for  a  day?  Then  you 
can  keep  Christmas. 

Are  you  willing  to  stoop  down  and  consider  the  needs  and 
the  desires  of  little  children;  to  remember  the  weakness  and 
loneliness  of  people  who  are  growing  old ;  to  stop  asking  how 
much  your  friends  love  you  and  ask  yourself  whether  you  love 
them  enough;  to  bear  in  mind  the  things  that  other  people  have 
to  bear  on  their  hearts;  to  try  to  understand  what  those  who  live 
in  the  same  house  with  you  really  want,  without  waiting  for  them 
to  tell  you;  to  trim  your  lamp  so  that  it  will  give  more  light  and 
less  smoke,  and  to  carry  it  in  front  so  that  your  shadow  will  fall 
behind  you ;  to  make  a  grave  for  your  ugly  thoughts  and  a  garden 
for  your  kindly  feelings,  with  the  gate  open — are  you  willing  to 
do  these  things  even  for  a  day?  Then  you  can  keep  Christmas. 

Are  you  willing  to  believe  that  love  is  the  strongest  thing  in 
the  world— stronger  than  hate,  stronger  than  evil,  stronger  than 
death — and  that  the  blessed  life  which  began  in  Bethlehem  nine¬ 
teen  hundred  years  ago  is  the  image  and  brightness  of  the 
Eternal  Love?  Then  you  can  keep  Christmas. 

And  if  you  keep  it  for  a  day,  why  not  always? 

But  you  can  never  keep  it  alone. 
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Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  West. 


Office  OF  The  Black  Diamond, 
Chicago,  III.,  Dec.  22. 

Coal  market  conditions  in  the  west  are  rather 
stagnant  this  week  as  a  result  of  the  continuance 
of  the  mild  weather  ever  since  the  first  of  the 
month.  Prices  on  the  bituminous  product  have 
not  been  reduced  to  any  marked  e.\tent,  but  buy¬ 
ing  demand  lacks  the  keenness  which  previously 
prevailed  and  it  is  necessary  for  wholesale  ship¬ 
pers  to  do  much  urging  to  get  buyers  to  take  in 
some  grades-  of  coal.  As  is  usual  at  this  season 
the  market  for  fine  coals  is  on  a  positive  basis 
and  prices  are  being  well  maintained  at  a  slight 
advance  over  last  week.  Run-of-mine  rules 
steady,  but  here  and  there  a  shipper  may  be  found 
who  is  long  on  lump  or  egg  coal  and  is  using 
some  pressure  to  force  sales.  Generally  prevail¬ 
ing  quotations  on  the  latter  product  are  main¬ 
tained,  particularly  in  movement  to  small  lot  buy¬ 
ers,  who  purchase  one  or  two  cars  at  a  time. 

Probably  the  month  of  December  thus  far  has 
been  the  mildest  on  record  for  a  term  of  years. 
'I'his  is  the  basic  cause  of  any  softness  that  has 
existed  as  to  buying  demand.  Other  conditions 
have  all  been  favorable  to  a  higher  range  of 
prices,  the  continued  car  shortage  being  a  con¬ 
tributing  factor  to  that  end.  But  with  mild 
weather  the  consumption  of  coal  has  been  consid¬ 
erably  curtailed.  In  addition  to  a  temperature 
that  has  been  almost  balmy  most  of  the  month, 
there  has  been  an  absence  of  snow  and  the  west 
has  not  yet  been  visited  by  its  first  snowstorm  of 
any  consequence.  This  has  resulted  in  a  reduc¬ 
tion  in  the  consumption  of  steam  coal.  Snow¬ 
storms  are  an  expensive  proposition  for  trans¬ 
portation  companies  and  also  for  the  ordinary 
steam  users  of  coal,  and  in  their  absence  the  rail¬ 
roads  have  not  required  as  large  a  tonnage  for 
their  consumption,  although  they  have  been  heavy 
users  of  coal  due  to  the  immense  freight  traffic. 

Market  Has  Visibly  Strengthened. 

The  weakest  market  of  the  week  was  experi¬ 
enced  on  Monday.  The  railroads  have  been  able 
to  improve  the  supply  of  cars  at  the  mines,  due 
to  the  favorable  weather  conditions  and  a  large 
tonnage  of  coal  arrived  the  early  part  of  the 
week  at  Chicago  and  other  important  rail  markets. 
Tuesday,  however,  the  market  began  to  show 
some  recuperative  tendencies,  which  were  no 
doubt  due  to  the  approach  of  the  holiday  season. 
With  Christmas  coming  on  Monday,  it  is  the 
common  impression  that  the  miners  will  not  work 
much  of  the  time  next  week  and  most  of  the 
mines  will  be  idle,  particularly  in  the  western 
fields.  Over  the  holidays  there  is  generally  some 
severe  weather,  if  there  is  none  at  any  other 
time  in  the  winter,  and  fore-handed  consumers 
and  buyers  generally  are  now  anticipating  their 
requirements  during  this  period.  The  buying  ac¬ 
tivity  at  the  time  this  is  written  has  not  assumed 
sufficient  proportions  to  place  the  •  market  back 
on  the  basis  in  November,  but  there  is  no  doubt 
but  what  an  active  demand  will  exist  the  coming 
week,  no  matter  what  the  weather  conditions  may 
be,  and  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  secure  coal. 

The  northwestern  dock  situation  is  attracting 
considerable  attention  from  the  rail  shippers  in 
the  western  states.  The  feeling  seems  to  be 
quite  prevalent,  whether  there  is  any  basis  for  it 
or  not,  that  the  tonnage  on  the  docks  will  be  ex¬ 
hausted  before  the  middle  of  February  under  the 
present  demand  and  that  the  deficiency  will  have 
to  be  made  up  by  means  of  all-rail  deliveries, 
either  by  car-ferry  from  the  eastern  fields  or  by 
all-rail  from  the  Indiana  and  Illinois  fields.  If 
this  occurs  it  will  contribute  much  activity  to 
the  latter  part  of  the  winter. 

Shortage  at  Docks  Reported. 

The  shortage  in  the  dock  tonnage  is  said  to  be 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  total  amount  of  bitumi¬ 
nous  coal  forwarded  is  less  than  a  year  ago,  while 
the  demand  in  the  northwest  owing  to  the  heavy 
crops  and  the  increased  manufacturing  is  consid¬ 
erably  greater  than  in  previous  years.  Much  will 
depend  upon  the  weather  whether  these  condi¬ 
tions  will  occur.  It  is  reported  by  managers  of 
docks  on  Lake  Superior  that  the  last  week  saw 


some  cancellation  of  orders,  owing  to  the  con¬ 
tinued  mild  temperature  all  through  the  territory 
in  which  this  coal  is  distributed.  A  fair  resume 
of  the  situation  at  the  docks  must  take  into  ac¬ 
count  a  possible  shortage  of  both  Hocking  and 
smokeless  coals,  while  splint  is  in  light  supply 
with  some  of  the  companies.  These  shippers 
are  receiving  a  better  supply  of  cars  than  for¬ 
merly  and  shipments  are  made  much  more 
promptly,  but  the  quota  of  equipment  available 
is  not  up  to  the  requirements  of  the  trade  and 
orders  are  occasionally  delayed  on  this  account. 

'I  he  general  car  situation  throughout  the  west 
seems  to  be  little  changed  from  last  week,  al¬ 
though  there  have  been  slight  improvements  in 
some  of  the  fields.  Out  of  the  Alton  district  the 
car  supply  is  considerably  improved  and  shippers 
oyer  the  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  out  of  In¬ 
diana  are  better  supplied  with  cars.  Southern 
Illinois  is  short  of  equipment  and  the  tonnage 
coming  out  of  the  Carterville  and  Franklin  county 
fields  does  not  represent  the  total  normal  pro¬ 
duction  by  a  considerable  percentage.  Ohio  is 
slightly  better  situated,  but  the  New  River  and 
Pocahontas  field  is  not  receiving  any  better  sup¬ 
ply  of  cars.  On  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  through 
West  Virginia  and  Ohio  the  supply  of  equipment 
is  about  forty-five  per  cent  of  normal.  Continued 
mild  weather  will  result  in  still  further  improve¬ 
ment  as  soon  as  the  holidays  are  over,  the  only 
exception  being  out  of  the  western  Pennsylvania 
district,  where  the  steel  and  iron  tonnage  will 
absorb  all  the  cars  that  can  be  provided. 

Western  Anthracite  Demand  Dull. 

In  the  western  anthracite  trade  there  has  been 
practically  no  change  from  last  week.  Demand 
for  chestnut  size  continues  to  be  very  active,  and 
most  shippers  are  short  of  tonnage  to  meet  the 
calls  made  upon  them.  This  is  practically  the 
only  size  which  is  active.  The  mild  weather  is 
resulting  in  a  stagnant  demand  for  the  other  pre¬ 
pared  coals,  and  rail  shippers  are  complaining  on 
this  account.  It  will  require  cold  weather  to 
give  the  market  the  active  tone  which  usually 
prevails.  Retail  stocks,  on  the  other  hand,  are 
very  light,  and  with  the  advent  of  cold  weather 
and  a  more  active  demand  there  is  no  question 
but  what  many  dealers  will  be  out  of  coal  before 
they  can  secure  shipments. 

The  movement  of  rail  coal  continues  to  be  a 
source  of  more  or  less  trouble.  It  is  reported 
that  the  supply  of  cars  at  the  collieries  is  show¬ 
ing  an  improvement,  but  the  time  required  to 
move  them  through  to  destination  is  now  a  source 
of  trouble.  Most  every  large  shipping  company 
has  a  large  number  of  tracers  out  after  cars 
which  have  either  been  lost  in  transit  or  have 
been  side-tracked  somewhere  and  have  been  neg¬ 
lected.  These  conditions  have  resulted  from  the 
congestion  of  freight  at  junction  and  terminal 
points,  due  to  the  heavy  traffic  during  the  past 
two  or  three  months. 

Retail  demand  for  anthracite  is  on  a  weather 
basis  in  the  west,  and  in  the  absence  of  season¬ 
able  temperatures,  naturally  it  is  sluggish.  Most 
all  the  large  companies  make  this  complaint  at 
this  time,  and  unless  the  weather  changes  speedily 
the  season  in  anthracite  will  be  unsatisfactory. 

Western  Bituminous  Coals  Steady. 

In  the  bituminous  trade  western  coals  hold 
to  a  steady  level,  but  there  is  an  absence  of  buy¬ 
ing  demand  which  makes  it  necessary  at  times  to 
exert  considerable  pressure  to  move  coal  about 
up  to  car  service.  Sullivan  and  Greene  county 
lump  and  egg  hold  to  a  steady  basis  at  $1.75@ 
2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  according  to  quality  and 
preparation,  or  on  the  basis  of  $2.55@2.80  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago.  Outside  of  Chicago  proper  the  maxi¬ 
mum  price  is  more  often  obtained  than  the  mini¬ 
mum  figure.  Inch-and-a-quarter  fueling  coal  is 
quoted  on  the  basis  of  $1.50@1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
or  $2.30@2.55  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Run-of-mine 
holds  steady  at  $1.20@1.30  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$2.00@2.10  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Screenings  in  the 
inch-and-a-quarter  grades  seem  to  be  scarce  and 
are  readily  held  on  the  basis  of  80@85c  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $1.60@1.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The  short¬ 
age  in  the  spot  supply  of  screenings  is  believed 


to  be  responsible  for  the  more  active  demand  for 
run-of-mine  coal.  Brazil  block  rules  steady  at 
$2.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  lump  or  $3.05  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago. 

Carterville  lump  coal  for  shipment  to  poinf; 
outside  of  Chicago  is  held  on  the  basis  of  $2.00 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  while  for  shipment  to  this  city 
it  is  quoted  on  the  basis  of  $1.75@2.00  f.  o.  b. 
Ihe  mine  or  $2.75@3.00  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The  sup¬ 
ply  is  not  large  and  it  is  very  seldom  that  any 
free  coal  is  held  sufficiently  long  to  be  up  against 
car  service.  Carterville  run-of-mine  is  coming  in 
a  little  more  freely  and  is  quoted  at  $1.15@1.25 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.15@2.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
On  movement  of  coal  to  wholesale  houses  these 
prices  are  discounted  slightl}-.  Franklin  and  Sa¬ 
line  county  coals  are  held  on  the  same  basis  as 
Carterville  by  most  shippers,  where  preparation 
and  quality  are  good. 

Springfield  product  rules  steady,  with  now  and 
then  a  slight  accumulation  in  shippers’  hands. 
Quotations  are  on  the  basis  of  $1.75@'2.00  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  for  lump  or  $2.50@2.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Egg  coal  shows  about  the  same  range  of  prices. 
Inch-and-a-quarter  fueling  coal  is  held  at  $1.50@ 
1.65  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.25@2.40  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago.  Run-of-mine  coal  was  easy  on  Monday, 
but  has  strengthened,  the  prevailing  price  being 
on  the  basis  of  $1.10@1.15  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$1.85@1.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Inch-and-a-quarter 
screenings  are  firm  at  65@75c  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or 
$1._40@1.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Other  central  Illi¬ 
nois  coals  sell  on  the  same  f.  o.  b.  basis  at  Chi¬ 
cago,  including  Danville  product.  Northern  Illi¬ 
nois  third-vein  coal  rules  on  the  circular  basis. 

Hocking  Is  More  Plentiful. 

In  the  Ohio  coals  Hocking  seems  to  be  much 
more  plentiful  in  the  western  rail  markets  and 
some  easiness  has  developed  as  compared  with 
the  prices  which  previously  prevailed.  Domestic 
lump  coal  is  quoted  at  $1.75 @2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
or  on  the  basis  of  $3.40@3.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Local  retailers  in  Chicago  are  said  to  be  well 
supplied  with  this  coal  at  present  and  demand 
is  sluggish  as  a  result. 

Youghiogheny  three-quarter  coal  is  slightly 
easier  in  price  tone,  the  market  being  better 
supplied.  Quotations  are  $1.35@1.40  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $3.25@3.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Fairmont 
three-quarter  coal  is  also  easier  and  is  quoted  on 
the  basis  of  $1.20@1.25  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.10 
@3.15  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Fairmont  domestic  lump 
is  quoted  at  $1.75@1.85  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.65 
@3.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Smokeless  Range  of  Prices. 

In  the  smokeless  list  there  has  been  little 
change  from  last  week.  Run-of-mine  coal  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  in  active  request  and  is  held  on  the 
basis  of  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  in  most  of  the 
trading  or  $3.55  f.  o.  b.  Qiicago.  While  the  ton¬ 
nage  coming  forward  is  slightly  heavier,  it  is  not 
yet  sufficient  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
trade.  On  the  other  hand,  smokeless  lump  and 
egg  in  the  standard  grades  rules  rather  weak 
and  several  lots  have  been  up  to  car  service  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  week,  with  the  result  that  they  have 
sold  below  the  circular  basis  of  $2.25  f.  o.  b.  the 
mines.  For  shipments  from  the  mines  the  prices 
rule  steady  on  the  basis  of  $2.25@2.50  f.  o.  b.  the 
mine  or  $4.30@4.55  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  War  Eagle 
smokeless  run-of-mine  is  quoted  at  $1.35  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $3.25  f.  o.  b.  Qiicago.  War  Eagle 
smokeless  lump  and  egg  is  quoted  at  $2.35  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $4.25  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Splint  coals  are  not  in  active  request,  but  hold 
fairly  steady  on  the  basis  of  $1.50@1.60  f.  o.  b. 
the  mine  or  $3.40@3.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Now 
and  then  there  is  a  small  lot  up  against  car  serv¬ 
ice  which  is  offered  below  these  prices  owing  to 
the  lack  of  demand  at  the  moment.  Most  of  the 
present  movement  is  on  contracts. 

In  the  coke  trade  there  is  more  or  less  of  an 
accumulation  on  track  at  Chicago,  owing  to  the 
heavy  shipments  that  resulted  from  the  era  of 
high  prices.  Considerable  of  this  coke  has  been 
moved  at  much  lower  figures  than  were  expected, 
but  the  demand  from  the  'foundry  trade  during 
the  next  fortnight  will  be  light  in  anticipation  of 
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the  holiday  suspension  and  inventories  which  will 
follow  about  the  middle  of  January.  Spot  sev¬ 
enty-two-hour  Connellsville  coke  is  on  the  basis 
of  $3.25@3.50  f.  o.  b.  the  ovens  or  $5.90@6.15 


f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  although  there  has  been  some 
coke  of  unknown  pedigree  sold  below  these  fig¬ 
ures.  The  only  feature  of  the  furnace  trade  is 
an  offering  of  Fairmont  coke  during  the  week 


at  $4.25@4.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago,  which  is  a  figure 
lower  than  has  prevailed  for  some  time.  Not 
much  improvement  in  the  local  market  is  ex¬ 
pected  until  after  the  turn  of  the  year. 


Market  Conditions  and  Trade  Gossip  from  Cincinnati. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Dec.  21. 

The  continued  unseasonable  warm  weather  is 
having  its  effect  upon  this  coal  market.  Con¬ 
trary  to  expectations,  the  market,  while  weaker 
than  it  has  been,  shows  remarkable  sustaining 
strength,  and  instead  of  a  regular  slump  in 
prices,  an  exigency  freely  predicted  last  week  in 
case  the  weather  remained  warm  for  a  week  from 
that  time,  no  slump  has  occurred,  and  unless  the 
weather  should  remain  warm  for  an  indefinite 
period,  no  decided  depreciation  is  looked  for 
here.  Almost  without  exception,  the  coal  pro¬ 
ducers  and  shippers,  as  well  as  the  selling  agencies 
report  the  market  about  as  follows  :  The  warm 
weather  has,  of  course,  greatly  curtailed  consump¬ 
tion,  and  dealers  who  have  been  in  a  great  hurry 
to  get  in  their  orders  both  for  coal  for  immedi¬ 
ate  use  and  for  future  needs,  have  been  experi¬ 
encing  the  unusual  gratification  of  getting  about  as 
much  as  they  could  use,  and  in  some  instances 
nearly  all  they  cared  to  handle.  They  have  not 
been  compelled  to  send  in  supplementary  orders. 
The  shippers,  on  the  other  hand,  have  been  en¬ 
abled  to  fill  a  lot  of  orders  that  have  been  ac¬ 
cumulating,  though  most  of  them  are  still  from 
one  to  six  weeks  behind  in  their  orders.  There 
has  been,  therefore,  no  occasion  thus  far  to  lower 
prices  to  make  coal  move.  The  warm  weather 
is  simply  allowing  shippers  to  catch  up  with 
their  business. 

Prices  Practically  Are  Unchanged. 

The  present  quietness  in  the  general  coal  trade 
has  not  affected  prices  to  any  extent.  The  car 
supply  is  no  better  than  it  has  been  all  along, 
and  no  more  coal  is  being  mined  than  usual. 
Most  of  the  producers  still  have  considerable 
business  on  their  books,  and  they  figure  that  if 
real  bad  weather  should  come  now,  and  it  is 
about  due,  the  railroads  would  at  once  fall  down 
on  transportation,  and  thus  give  less  coal  to 
the  consuming  trade.  On  the  other  hand,  Christ¬ 
mas  week  is  approaching,  and  everybody  knows 
that  coal  miners  do  not  work  during  the  week 
between  Christmas  and  New  Years,  and  many 
of  them  do  not  do  much  work  for  a  week  or 
more  after  the  latter  holiday,  so  it  would  be 
folly,  the  producers  and  shippers  say,  to  lower 
prices  in  the  face  of  such  conditions.  The  per¬ 
centage  of  cancellation  of  orders  during  the  past 
week  has  been  quite  insignificant.  The  range  of 
prices  for  standard  splint  lump  is  $1.85@2.00  a 
ton  at  the  mines.  Special  preparation  lump,  such 
as  three,  four  and  five  inch,  sells  as  high  as  $2.25, 
and  a  single  sale  of  such  coal  was  reported  dur¬ 
ing  the  week  at  $2.40  a  ton  at  the  mines.  Smoke¬ 
less  lump,  affected  as  much  as  any  coal  in  the 
market  by  the  present  warm  weather,  is  being 
quoted  at  $2.50@2.75  at  the  mines.  The  high 
price  is  nearly  nominal,  however,  as  most  sales 
have  been  at  the  lower  figure.  The  largest  con¬ 
cern  in  the  trade  is  still  quoting  the  higher  price. 
Pocahontas  and  New  River  run-of-mine  ranges 
at  $1.35  a  ton  unward.  War  Eagle  lump  is 
worth  $2.35  at  the  mines.  There  is  practically 
no  smokeless  nut  and  slack  on  the  market.  Splint 
nut  and  slack  ranges  at  65@85c  at  the  mine. 

Retail  Trade  Is  Dull. 

As  is  always  the  case  at  holiday  time,  the  re¬ 
tail  coal  business  is  confined  to  actual  require¬ 
ments,  and  as  the  weather  is  now  more  like  April 
than  Christmas,  very  few  persons  are  spending 
their  money  for  such  a  commonplace  article  as 
coal.  No  changes  in  prices  have  taken  place,  and 
none  are  anticipated.  Pocahontas  and  New  River 
lump  and  egg  are  selling  for  $4.50  a  ton;  standard 
splint  lump  $3.50;  anthracite  $7.50  a  ton  and  gas 
coke  9@10  cents  a  bushel. 

Plenty  of  Coal  in  River. 

There  is  very  little  change  in  the  river  situa¬ 
tion.  The  water  has  fallen  to  a  stage  that  pre¬ 


vents  shipments  from  Pittsburg,  but  there  is  still 
plenty  of  water  for  towboats  to  bring  to  mar¬ 
ket  all  the  Kanawha  coal  loaded  into  barges  as 
rapidly  as  the  loading  can  be  accomplished.  So 
many  changes  have  been  made  in  the  holdings  of 
the  various  coal  harbors  that  it  is  impossible  to 
give  a  correct  idea  of  the  amount  of  coal  afloat 
here,  but  it  is  ample  for  this  time  of  year  when 
ice  may  be  expected.  The  range  of  price  for 
river  lump  is  6J4@7^  cents  a  bushel  of  2,688 
cubic  inches,  and  nut  and  slack  ranges  4k2@3k2 
cents  a  bushel.  River  lump  coal  elevated  from 
barges  and  loaded  upon  railroad  cars  for  ship¬ 
ment  out  of  the  city  is  worth  $2.50  a  ton  on 
track.  Cars  for  the  shipment  of  this  coal  have 
been  quite  scarce. 

Coke  a  Little  Stronger. 

The  recent  weakness  noticeable  in  the  coke 
market  has  disappeared,  to  a  large  extent,  and 
the  demand  can  be  characterized  as  pretty  strong 
this  week.  There  is  still  very  little  free  coke  on 
the  market,  and  cars  are  almost  unobtainable. 
Prices  that  are  current  for  free  coke  are  $3.50@ 
4.00  a  ton  at  the  ovens  for  foundry.  Another 
feature  of  the  trade  is  that  a  number  of  rather 
large  contracts  expire  December  thirty-first,  and 
at  this  writing  it  is  problematical  the  price  at 
which  they  will  be  renewed. 

Smokeless  Operators  Meet  at  Washington. 

Another  largely  attended  meeting  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  operators  of  the  Pocahontas  and  New  River 
districts  was  held  at  Washington  on  Tuesday  of 
this  week.  The  general  coal  situation  was  gone 
over,  but  nothing  of  an  unusual  character  was 
done.  The  New  River  operators,  however, 
banded  together,  and  gave  President  Stevens  of 
the  Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad  a  complimentary 
dinner  at  the  Arlington  on  Monday  evening, 
showing  their  appreciation  of  his  recent  decision 
to  buy  4,000  new  coal  cars  for  this  road. 

Southern  Railroad  Confiscating  Coal. 

The  report  is  current  here  that  the  Southern 
railroad  is  confiscating  at  least  nine-tenths  of  all 
the  coal  that  is  produced  on  the  Middlesboro  di¬ 
vision.  This  action  on  the  part  of  the  railroad 
is  making  a  very  active  market  in  that  district, 
and  some  outside  coal  is  said  to  be  going  in  to 
make  up  the  deficit.  The  railroad  is  said  to  be 
taking  at  least  5,000  tons  a  day.  The  reason 
given  by  the  officials  of  the  road  is  that  they  do 
not  wish  to  be  out  of  coal  during  and  after  the 
holidaj''s,  when  the  miners  usually  refuse  to  work. 

Coal  Men  Before  Grand  Jury. 

Hiram  Rulison,  county  prosecutor,  is  carrying 
out  his  threat  to  thoroughly  investigate  coal  con¬ 
ditions  in  this  city,  and  has  already  had  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  of  the  local  coal  dealers  and  coal 
peddlers  testify  before  the  grand  jury.  Mr.  Ruli¬ 
son  is  supposed  to  be  trying  to  prove  that  there 
is  a  “coal  combine”  in  Cincinnati,  having  been 
led  into  the  matter  principally  by  a  sensational 
afternoon  paper  playing  up  in  large  head  lines 
the  fact  that  coal  was  advanced  twenty-five  cents 
a  ton  December  first.  The  summer  price  of 
standard  lump  coal  was  $3.25,  and  on  December 
first  the  retail  price  was  raised  to  $3.50.  As  far 
as  can  be  learned,  Mr.  Rulison  has  no  intention 
of  investigating  the  persons  who  control  the  price 
of  eggs,  flour,  sugar,  or  even  oil,  but  he  feels  that 
the  public  is  being  outraged  by  the  fact  that  coal 
is  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  higher  in  winter  than 
in  summer,  and  that  a  “terrible  example”  must 
be  made  of  the  coal  men.  The  movement  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  popular  among  the  labor  unions, 
however,  and  Mr.  Rulison  may  desire  to  run  for 
office  again  one  of  these  days. 

PERSONAL  AND  NEWS  NOTES. 

R.  D.  Snook,  the  well-known  coal  dealer  of 
South  Lebanon,  Ohio,  was  in  Cincinnati  '1  uesday 


placing  some  orders  for  coal  and  doing  some 
Christmas  shopping. 

II.  P.  Jones,  president  of  the  Big  Hill  Coal  Co., 
spent  part  of  the  week  in  Louisville. 

Kuper  Hood,  manager  of  the  Big  Hill  Coal  Co., 
spent  most  of  the  week  among  the  Kentucky 
mines. 

Henry  Holvcrscheid,  a  prominent  Chicago  coal 
man,  was  a  Cincinnati  business  visitor  during 
the  week. 

Edward  Blake,  manager  of  “The  Black  Bear” 
mines  at  Eour  Mile,  Ky.,  spent  part  of  the  week 
in  this  city. 

Charles  Van  Dyke,  assistant  secretary  of  the 
Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  Pittsburg,  was  in  Cincinnati  Wednesday  on 
his  way  to  New  Orleans. 

E.  E.  Miller,  assistant  to  the  president  of  the 
Pittsburg-Buffalo  company,  of  Pittslmrg,  was  a 
visitor  at  the  offices  of  the  Big  Hill  Coal  Co.  this 
week.  He  was  on  his  way  to  Kentucky. 

H.  R.  Mather,  the  genial  manager  of  the  Cin¬ 
cinnati  business  of  Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  is 
making  a  trip  through  the  northern  part  of  the 
state  looking  over  part  of  his  wholesale  district. 

“Coal  on  easy  payments”  is  the  alluring  ad¬ 
vertisement  of  a  small  retail  dealer  in  this  cit^'. 
It  is  a  good  bet  that  this  dealer  will  not  be  in 
the  coal  business  long  if  he  sells  coal  on  easy 
payments  at  the  regular  retail  prices  current  here. 

Chief  Engineer  Nichol  of  the  McKell  interests 
in  the  Loup  Creek  district,  is  spending  his  hon¬ 
eymoon  in  Europe.  His  bride  was  Miss  Lizzie 
Beury,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Col.  Joseph  Beury. 
A  Cincinnati  friend  of  the  couple  hears  from 
them  regularly. 

The  towboat  Otto  Marmet,  which  has  been 
practically  rebuilt  on  the  Queen  City  marine 
ways,  was  floated  into  the  river  a  few  days  ago, 
and  is  again  at  work.  This  staunch  craft  belongs 
to  the  Otto  Marmet  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  the  well- 
known  producers  of  “Raymond”  coal. 

p'.  H.  Benedict,  general  sales  agent  of  the 
Thacker  Co.,  has  issued  his  usual  handsome  cal¬ 
endar,  the  feature  of  which  is  the  well-known 
Thacker  registered  trademark,  a.  big  lump  of  coal 
with  “Genuine  Thacker  Coal”  in  the  middle  of 
it.  The  calendar  is  a  very  large  and  expensive 
one. 

Burglars  entered  the  office  of  Anderson  & 
Shaffer,  prominent  coal  dealers  of  Hamilton, 
Ohio,  Tuesday  iiight  and  blew  the  door  off  the 
office  safe.  Before  any  booty  could  be  obtained 
the  police  happened  to  come  along  and  drove 
them  away.  The  concern  will  have  to  buy  a 
new  safe,  however. 

Good  headway  is  being  made  by  the  Marmet 
Coal  Co.  toward  extinguishing  the  fire  in  one 
of  its  big  coal  piles.  A  large  force  of  men  is 
employed  in  moving  the  coal.  1  he  Mannet- 
Halm  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  also  has  a  fire  in  a  big 
pile  of  nut  and  slack  at  North  Bend,  Ohio,  and 
the  Hatfield  Coal  Co.  has  a  fire  in  one  of  its 
storage  piles  in  Covington. 

The  Cincinnati  friends  of  Joseph  Beury,  son 
of  the  late  Col.  Joseph  Beury,  one  of  the 
largest  operators  in  the  New  River  field,  are  in 
receipt  of  invitations  to  his  wedding.  He  will 
take  for  a  bride  Miss  Helen  Collins,  the  beautiful 
daughter  of  Justus  Collins,  anotlier  prominent 
New  River  coal  operator.  Many  good  wishes 
are  going  out  to  the  happy  couple. 

C.  H.  Jones,  one  of  the  most  widely  known 
coal  men  in  the  business,  was  a  Cincinnati  visitor 
Monday.  He  is  getting  along  excellently  now 
as  assistant  sales  manager  of  the  Vandalia  Coal 
Co.,  with  headquarters  located  in  the  State  Life 
building  at  Indianapolis.  Mrs.  Jones  is  still 
managing  the  business  of  the  Central  Coal  & 
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Mining  Co.,  the  prosperous  concern  Mr.  Jones 
built  up  after  leaving  Cincinnati. 

John  Brashears,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Consolidated  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  and  secretary 
of  the  Coal  Team  Owners’  Association,  refused 


to  answer  questions  put  to  him  before  the  grand 
jury  Saturday  in  the  investigation  of  the  alleged 
coal  combine  here.  He  was  at  once  taken  before 
Judge  Caldwell,  of  the  criminal  court,  where  he 
again  refused,  stating  as  his  grounds  that  such 
answers  might  incriminate  him,  and  he  stood  on 


his  constitutional  rights.  Judge  Caldwell  at  once 
held  that  he  had  a  right  to  refuse  upon  these 
grounds,  and  could  not  be  compelled  to  answer. 
Mr.  Brashears  is  the  gentleman  who  was  roasted 
so  unmercifully  by  an  afternoon  paper  last  win¬ 
ter  after  an  advance  in  the  price  of  coal. 


Market  and  Trade  J^ews  from  the  Pittsburg  Field. 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Dec.  21. 

The  weather  claims  a  place  as  the  leading  and 
most  talked  of  feature  of  this  week’s  market.  The 
oldest  inhabitant  in  the  local  coal  trade  is  experi¬ 
encing  some  difficulty  in  thinking  up  a  season 
which  beats  this  one  in  point  of  December  tem¬ 
peratures.  As  a  consequence  of  the  abnormal 
conditions  the  growth  of  the  local  market,  which 
under  a  respectable  order  of  things  should  be 
substantial  at  this  time  of  the  year,  is  sluggish. 
'I'he  market,  if  not  in  a  slump,  is  flirting  danger¬ 
ously  close  to  the  brink  of  such  a  condition  and 
the  weather  man  alone  has  the  power  to  stave  off 
the  collapse.  What  the  trade  wants  is  cold 
and  plenty  of  it.  The  retail  man  is  the  one 
who  is  most  entitled  to  make  complaint  and  he  is 
doing  it.  The  consumer,  busy  with  the  thoughts 
of  Christmastide  and  other  things,  appears  to 
be  soundly  indifferent  to  the  condition  of  his 
coal  bins.  The  balm  in  the  situation  for  the 
retailer  lies  in  the  fact  that  he  can  spread  it  on 
in  the  way  of  advanced  prices  later  in  the  season. 

The  operator  is  not  affected  to  a  great  extent 
by  the  soft  weather.  He  always  has  his  large 
contract  orders  to  keep  his  mines  in  operation  and 
just  now,  too,  there  is  much  stocking  up  of  coal 
being  done  by  the  larger  consumers.  There  is 
considerably  less  danger  of  a  slump'  in  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  market  than  in  the  lighter  producing  dis¬ 
tricts  east,  west  and  south.  The  demand  for 
Pittsburg  product  has  not  been  as  brisk  as  usual 
during  the  past  week  because  of  the  slumpy  aspect 
of  things  in  the  buying  markets.  Lake  coal 
movement  is  growing  weaker  and  weaker  as  a 
factor  in  determining  this  market,  although  two 
of  the  largest  shippers  of  the  district  are  still 
sending  considerable  tonnage  to  the  northvi^est 
all-rail. 

Prices  Hold  Up  Well. 

Prices  hold  up  remarkably  well  to  the  figures 
quoted  for  the  last  month  or  so  and  the  promise 
of  two-dollar  coal  made  some  time  ago  by  a  lead¬ 
ing  shipper  bids  fair  to  evolve  into  a  realization 
before  the  winter  has  run  its  course,  if  we  have 
seasonable  weather.  River  coal  is  not  a  factor 
in  Pittsburg  this  week;  no  down-river  shipments 
are  being  executed,  although  the  local  pool  oper¬ 
ations  are  still  going  forward  and  some  river 
coal  is  being  elevated  to  the  rails  for  local  de¬ 
livery.  The  production  of  both  river  and  rail 
coal  in  the  Pittsburg  district  is  increasing  stead¬ 
ily  ;  the  output  is  limited  only  by  the  car  supply 
which  is  opening  up  to  an  appreciable  extent.  A 
seventy-five  per  cent  supply  is  reported  at  Penn¬ 
sylvania  railroad  mines,  which  is  a  considerable 
improvement  over  that  of  a  month  or  two  ago, 
which  ran  as  low  as  one  day’s  quota  to  the  week. 

Coke  Trade  Makes  Gains. 

The  coke  trade  in  ail  of  the  western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  regions,  particularly  the  Connellsville, 
Uniont9wn,  Masontown  and  Scottdale  districts, 
is  keeping  up  the  steady  gain  which  commenced 
several  weeks  ago.  Cars  are  growing  more  plen¬ 
tiful  every  day  and  shipments  are  increasing.  The 
hulk  of  the  increase  in  shipments  is  being  con¬ 
sumed  by  the  furnaces  of  the  United  States  Steel 
Corporation,  the  stocks  at  these  mills  having  com¬ 
menced  to  run  very  low.  Advantage  is  being*’' 
taken  of  the  ideal  shipping  weather  for  stocking 
up  purposes,  as  shipments  in  the  middle  of  the 
winter  are  always  made  with  difficulty.  Yards 
throughout  the  coke  regions  are  pretty  well 
cleared  up  and  very  little  coke  is  stocked  there 
at  present,  as  the  car  shortage  last  fall  made  this 
impossible.  The  ovens  are  running  to  the  limit 
of  their  capacity. 

1  he  figures  of  the  week’s  operations  and  ship¬ 
ments  show  a  small  but  gratifying  gain.  The 
week’s  production  amounted  to  283,522  tons,  an 
increase  of  nearly  1,000  tons  over  the  output  the 


preceding  weekr  The  shipments  amounted  to 
12,016  cars  distributed  as  follows :  To  the  Pitts¬ 
burg  district,  4,357  cars;  west  of  Pittsburg,  6,414 
cars;  east  of  Pittsburg,  1,245  cars.  The  shipments 
aggregated  289,288  tons  from  the  Connellsville- 
Uniontown  field  alone  and  the  combined  ship¬ 
ments  equaled  359,264  tons. 

Mining  Institute  to  Meet  Here. 

The  winter  meeting  of  the  Western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Central  Mining  Institute  will  be  held  in 
the  rotunda  rooms  of  the  Allegheny  County  Bar 
Association,  this  city,  during  the  week  beginning 
1  hursday.  Two  days  will  be  given  to  the  insti¬ 
tute.  The  membership  includes  operators,  super¬ 
intendents,  engineers  and  mine  foremen.  Among 
the  papers  of  direct  interest  to  practical  coal  men 
\yhich  will  be  read  at  this  meeting  may  be  men¬ 
tioned  the  following:  “Mechanical  Coke  Draw¬ 
ers,”  by  George  T.  Wickes;  “Coal  Field  Ex¬ 
plorations,”  by  Thomas  W.  Keighly ;  “Auto¬ 
matic  Cable  Grips  for  Endless  Rope  Haulage,” 
by  H.  S.  Moore ;  “Mine  Drainage,”  by  William 
Hardy;  “Hydraulic-Pneumatic  Mine  Door  Trap¬ 
ping  System,”  by  L.  L.  Logan;  “Mechanical 
Mine  Ventilators,”  by  J.  R.  Robinson;  “Electric 
vs.  Compressed  Air  Drills,”  by  J.  H.  McCloy; 
“Late  Methods  of  Rib  Drawing,”  by  Elias  Phil¬ 
lips;  “Should  the  Present  Mining  Laws  Be  Re¬ 
vised  and  How?”  by  Thomas  K.  Adams,  mine 
inspector;  “Electric  Pumps  and  Their  Relation  to 
Steam  and  Compressed  Air  Pumps,”  by  R.  L. 
Aldrich,  chief  engineer  of  the  Allentown  rolling 
mills ;  “What  are  the  Three  Essential  Principles 
Governing  the  Operation  of  Coal  Mines?”  by 
Thomas  A.  Jackson;  for  general  discussion,  “The 
Application  of  Mechanical  Conveyors  to  Long 
Wall  Mining.” 

The  Black  Diamond  will  make  an  effort  to 
publish  some  of  these  papers  for  th;  benefit  of  its 
readers. 

GENERAL  AND  PERSONAL  NOTES. 

Ralph  Richards,  secretary  of  the  Richards  Coal 
Mining  Co.,  has  returned  from  a  business  trip 
out  of  the  city. 

James  Geegan,  general  manager  of  the  Clyde 
Coal  Co.,  is  home  from  an  extended  business  trip 
to  southern  river  points. 

The  Ellsworth  Coal  Co.,  whose  operations  are 
mostly  in  Washington  county,  is  preparing  to 
install  an  electrical  mining  and  haulage  system 
at  a  number  of  its  mines  at  Washington,  Pa. 

George  R.  Wood,  consulting  electrical  and  min¬ 
ing  engineer,  returned  the  early  part  of  the  week 
from  a  week’s  business  trip  in  the  south.  He 
is  interested  in  a  large  Birmingham,  Ala.,  con¬ 
tract. 

Harry  M.  Matthews,  general  coal  and  coke 
agent  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  has  been 
spending  the  week  in  Pittsburg,  making  his  head¬ 
quarters  at  the  Duquesne  club,  the  guest  of  a 
number  of  railroad  and  coal  men. 

C.  H.  Van  Dyke,  assistant  secretary  of  the 
Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  left  Monday  evening  for  a  week’s  sojourn  in 
New  Orleans,  La.  Capt.  John  Moren,  of  the 
same  company,  is  also  in  New  Orleans. 

The  Bessemer  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  this  week  sold 
the  large  Duquesne  coke  plant  at  Bradenville, 
Pa.,  to  eastern  interests.  The  plant  is  one  of  the 
largest  in  the  Lairobe  region,  having  over  200 
acres  of  the  Latrobe  vein  of  coking  coal  intact  and 
operating  250  ovens. 

The  properties  of  the  Pittsburg  &  New  Orleans 
Coal  Co.,  which  were  up  for  sale  at  trustee’s 
foreclosure  sale  last  week,  have  been  repurchased 
by  the  former  holders,  together  with  the  holdings 
of  the  Shousetown,  Clinton  &  Frankfort  railroad, 
an  undeveloped  coal  line.  The  companies  will  be 


reorganized  with  a  number  of  leading  Pittsburg 
operators  back  of  the  enterprise.  They  were 
originally  incorporated  in  the  early  eighties. 

The  Corey  Coal  Co.,  of  this  city,  this  week 
filed  a  suit  for  the  recovery  of  $44,299  against  the 
New  York  &  Cleveland  Gas  Coal  Co.,  averring 
that  this  sum  is  due  for  the  cost  of  improve¬ 
ments  the  plaint:ffs  made  in  a  mine  leased  by 
them  from  the  defendant,  by  agreement. 

Word  has  been  received  at  the  local  offices  of 
the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.  that  Capt.  William  Crump,  who  has  been 
recuperating  at  Atlantic  City  for  the  past  month, 
is  in  good  health  and  that  he  will  arrive  in  Pitts¬ 
burg  Friday  to  spend  Christmas  with  his  family. 

J.  P.  Baurer,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  general 
manager  of  the  Cincinnati  branch  of  the  Monon¬ 
gahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  has 
been  spending  a  week  in  Pittsburg,  the  guest  of 
friends.  On  Friday  he  attended  the  funeral  of 
the  lite  Samuel  S.  Brown,  with  whom  he  was  as- 
soc:ated  for  many  years  in  business. 


The  St.  Louis  Coal  Market. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Dec.  21. —  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  moderate  condition  of  the  weather 
which  has  been  prevalent  for  the  past  month 
continues,  and  while  market  conditions  are  about 
the  same  as  last  week  the  demand  for  standard 
coal  has  been  somewhat  stronger.  The  shortage 
of  cars  is  still  the  prevailing  cause  of  complaint 
from  the  operators,  and  as  far  as  can  be  seen 
there  is  nothing  in  the  situation  in  the  way  of 
encouragement.  Prevailing  prices  on  car-lot  busi¬ 
ness  here  are  as  follow.";,  f.  o.  b.  cars  East  St. 
Louis : 


Description.  Per  ton. 

Trenton  . $2.25 

Carterville,  lump  and  egg .  2.25 

Staunton  lump  .  1.55 

Standard  shaker  screen  .  1.25 

Standard  flat  bar  .  1.15 

Standard  run-of-mine  .  l.Od 

Standard  screenings  . 35 


I'he  demand  for  high-grade  coal  is  very  good, 
but  the  shortage  of  cars  is  still  very  bad  in  the 
Carterville  district.  It  is  reported  from  Carter¬ 
ville,  Ill.,  that  Fred  Guthrie,  shot-firer,  was  seri¬ 
ously  injured  on  Tuesday  of  this  week,  in  the 
new  Ohio  Washed  Coal  Co.’s  mine  No.  3.  The 
shot,  which  hung  fire,  exploded  as  he  returned 
to  light  the  fuse. 

E.  G.  Hickey,  vice-president  of  the  Arkansas 
Valley  Coal  Co.,  was  a  visitor  to  the  city  this 
week,  and  reports  that  conditions  in  the  Arkan¬ 
sas  semi-anthracite  fields  are  about  the  .^ame  as 
last  week.  Most  all  operators  are  oversold. 
Present  prices  are  $2.50  per  ton  f.  o.  b.  mine  for 
lump  and  egg,  and  $2.00  for  run-of-mine. 

Owing  to  the  weather  the  retail  trade  is  vep^ 
quiet.  Most  of  the  domestic  consumers  have  laid 
in  their  winter  supply,  and  a  cold  wave  is  the 
only  thing  that  will  improve  the  situation  mate¬ 
rially. 


The  Pacific  Coast  Trade. 

San  Francisco,  Cal.,  Dec.  21. — (Special  Cor¬ 
respondence.) — Since  the  sailing  of  the  steamship 
“Sierra.”  there  have  been  the  following  deliv¬ 
eries  of  colonial  coal  from  Newcastle,  N.  S.  W., 
namely:  “Balmoral,”  3,800  tons;  steamship 

“Cape  Antibes,”  3,540  tons ;  total,  7,340  tons. 
There  are  three  vessels  fully  due  from  New¬ 
castle.  and  seven  vessels  already  afloat.  The 
chartered  list  from  Australia  calls  for  twenty- 
four  vessels,  with  a  carrying  capacity  of  about 
68,000  tons.  Four  steamers  have  been  chartered 
to  carry  coal  to  this  port;  17.769  tons  of  colonial 
coal  were  delivered  here  last  month ;  for  the 
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same  month  in  1904,  29,874  tons  arrived  here 
from  Newcastle.  Thirty-six  thousand,  four  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-seven  tons  of  British  Columbia 
coal  were  delivered  here  last  month. 

The  coal  deliveries  at  this  port  during  the 
present  year  will  be  fully  thirty  per  cent  less  than 
the  quantity  received  here  in  1904.  This  does  not 
signify  that  our  manufacturing  interests  have 
sh'runk  to  that  extent,  as  the  deficit  has  been  more 
than  made  good  by  the  increased  consumption  of 
fuel  oil.  The  demand  for  household  coals  has 
largely  increased  this  month,  caused  principally 


by  the  short  spell  of  frosty  weather,  hence  the 
stocks  on  hand  have  been  materially  diminished. 
The  steamer  cargoes  recently  arrived  from  Aus¬ 
tralia  have  come  to  a  good  market,  as  immediate 
delivery  from  steamer-side  was  taken  by  con¬ 
sumers  at  full  prices. 

Wholesale  prices  for  all  grades  of  fuel  remain 
unchanged.  British  Columbia  products  dictate 
current  values.  All  shipments  from  that  section 
are  now  made  by  steamers,  a_t  fairly  good  rates 
of  freight,  provided  generous  deliveries  are  taken 
from  steamer-side  on  arrival. 


Northern  Fuel  Co.  and  part  owner  of  the  Manu¬ 
facturers’  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  along  with  J.  W. 
Gates,  John  Lambert  and  John  J.  Mitchell,  it  is 
presumed  that  this  last  move  in  the  Great  North¬ 
ern  means  a  strong  combination  in  the  Mis¬ 
souri  fields,  which  will  be  an  important  factor 
when  the  next  miners’  union  agreement  is  up 
for  discussion. 

Mr.  McCaull  and  his  associates  a  few  years 
ago  organized  the  Manufacturers’  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.  and  the  Iowa  &  St.  Louis  railway,  and  sold 
them  both  to.  the  Gates  syndicate. 

Car  Supply  in  Indian  Territory. 


The  Missouri  River  Coal  Trade 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Dec.  21.— -(Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  coal  trade  in  southwestern 
markets,  while  not  dull,  is  less  active  thp  it  has 
been  for  several  weeks,  and  wholesale  prices  have 
been  maintained  only  by  concerted  effort  on  the 
part  of  operators  and  dealers.  The  weather  has 
been  unusually  mild  for  December;  the  temper¬ 
ature  ranging  higher  than  it  did  even  in  the 
month  of  November,  and  the  indications  are  that 
the  sales  for  December  will  be  less  than  for  the 
preceding  month.  At  Thanksgiving  time,  when 
the  whole  southwest  was  in  the  embrace  of  "a 
blizzard,  and  a  car  famine  seemed  imrninent,  deal¬ 
ers  talked  of  another  advance  in  price  by  Jan¬ 
uary  first,  but  it  is  now  admitted  that  if  the 
present  mild  weather  continues,  the  new  year 
probably  will  see  a  slump. 

The  coal  dealer  is  not  feeling  so  sanguine  over 
trade  prospects  as  he  was  a  few  weeks  ago,  but 
the  weather  may  change  any  day  and  a  severe 
cold  spell  begin,  which  may  continue  almost  un¬ 
interruptedly  till  the  middle  of  March.  In  the 
last  ten  days,  while  trade  was  comparatively 
quiet,  dealers  filled  their  bins,  and  with  the  coal 
on  track  and  at  the  mines,  are  prepared  to  meet 
all  demands  promptly  for  the  next  two  weeks 
if  the  weather  should  suddenly  turn  cold,  and 
supplies  should  come  to  market  slowly.  The  car 
situation  shows  improvement.  Operators  are  get¬ 
ting  all  the  cars  they  need  just  now  to  haul  coal, 
but  the  favorable  condition  is  due  wholly  to  the 
weather.  The  shortage  still  exists  and  the  rail¬ 
roads  admit  that  should  there  be  an  extraordinary 
demand  for  equipment  such  as  severe  weather 
would  cause,  they  could  not  meet  it. 

A  Heavier  Industrial  Demand. 

The  demand  for  coal  for  manufacturing  and 
transportation  purposes  in  the  southwest  singe 
September  first  has  been  much  greater  than  for 
the  corresponding  period  of  last  year,  and  the  do¬ 
mestic  trade  has  also  been  better  despite  the 
stagnation  of  the  last  ten  days.  Prices,  too,  have 
been  higher  than  last  year,  and  in  every  partic¬ 
ular  the  trade  for  the  closing  months  of  1905  is 
more  satisfactory  than  it  was  in  the  same  months 
of  1904.  In  fact,  there  was  little  profit  in  the 
business  last  year. 

Natural  gas  is  now  being  burned  by  7,000  con¬ 
sumers  in  Kansas  City,  Kas.  The  gas  was  turned 
on  last  August  and  many  of  the  consumers  are 
using  it  in  place  of  coal  in  furnaces  as  well  as 
stoves.  As  a  result,  the  domestic  coal  trade  in 
that  city  has  fallen  off  this  winter,  but  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  has  burned  enough  additional  tonnage 
to  make  up  for  the  decrease.  Natural  gas  is 
also  being  burned  in  other  Missouri  valley  cities, 
and  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  will  probably  be  using  it 
next  winter.  The  city  council  passed  a  franchise 
for  twenty-five  cent  gas  some  time  ago,  but  the 
nuijor  vetoed  it,  and  the  council  was  enjoined 
from  passing  the  franchise  over  his  head.  The 
case  is  now  being  fought  out  in  the  courts,  and 
the  coal  man  is  not  saying  a  word.  Next  winter, 
however,  he  will  have  to  count  on  the  competi¬ 
tion  of  natural  gas  in  Kansas  City. 

Kansas  City  has  started  a  crusade  against  per¬ 
sons  who  violate  the  smoke  ordinance.  Nearly 
all  the  factories  and  business  buildings  burn  bi- 
tummous  coal  and  on  a  day  when  there  is  little 
or  no  wind,  a  heavy  pall  of  black  ,  smoke  hangs 
over  the  city.  The  faces  of  pedestrians  are 
spotted  with  soot,  which  sometimes  falls  as 
thickly  in  the  bituminous  districts  as  flakes  of 
snow.  The  city  inspector  is  locating  the  smoky 
chimneys  and  several  arrests  have  been  made  and 
fines  imposed  in  police  court. 


There  is  also  a  state  law  against  black  smoke, 
which  has  been  enforced  spasmodically. 

Investigating  the  Coal  Operators. 

0.  E.  Hungate,  county  attorney  of  Shawnee 
county,  Kas.,  has  announced  that  he  will  continue 
the  investigation  of  the  alleged  combine  of  coal 
operators  in  the  Osage  district.  This  investiga¬ 
tion  was  begun  more  than  two  years  ago,  when 
John  Jack  and  several  other  Osage  county  mine 
onerators  were  arrested  and  brought  before  the 
district  court  at  Topeka,  Kas.,  charged  with  vio¬ 
lations  of  the  anti-trust  law.  When  he  was 
placed  on  the  witness  stand  Jack  refused  to 
answer  several  questions  asked  him  on  the  ground 
that  his  answers  might  incriminate  himself,  and 
he  was  committed  to  jail  for  contempt  of  court. 
Habeas  corpus  proceedings  were  instituted  for  his 
release  on  the  grounds  that  he  could  not  be  made 
to  answer  and  that  he  was  illegally  imprisoned. 
The  district  court  refused  to  allow  the  writ  and 
the  United  States  supreme  court  recently  sus¬ 
tained  the  decision  of  the  lower  court.  The 
county  attorney  may  now  put  Mr.  Jack  on  the 
stand  again  and  ask  him  the  questions  that  he 
refused  to  answer  two  years  ago.  It  is  possible, 
however,  that  the  case  will  be  dismissed,  as  the 
information  charges  the  existence  of  the  trust 
more  than  two  years  ago. 

It  is  reported  in  Kansas  City  that  W.  S.  Mc¬ 
Caull,  president  of  the  Guthrie,  Fairview  &  West¬ 
ern  railroad,  has  closed  a  deal  in  which  he  and 
associates  sold  to  J.  S.  Keefe  of  Chicago,  traffic 
manager  of  the  United  States  Steel  Corporation, 
a  three-quarter  interest  in  the  Great  Northern 
Fuel  Co.,  a  $1,000,000  concern  operating  five  coal 
mines  in  Adair  county.  Mo.  Mr.  Keefe  was  the 
owner  of  the  other  twenty-five  per  cent,  as  well 
as  quarter  owner  of  the  Manufacturers’  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  operating  ten  mines  in  the  same  field. 
As  Mr.  Keefe  is  now  sole  owner  of  the  Great 


Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  Dec.  21. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  closing  days  of  the  year  are 
distinguished  by  rather  more  activity  in  coal  prop¬ 
erty  sales  and  leases.  Prominent  among  these  is 
the  twenty-year  lease  acquired  on  the  Mound 
Coal  Co.’s  plant  at  Moundsville  by  J.  E.  Red¬ 
ding,  of  Meyersdale,  Pa.,  with  whom  are  asso¬ 
ciated  other  Pennsylvania  capitalists. 

This  plant,  which  is  in  the  Wheeling  district, 
embraces  500  or  600  acres  of  land,  with  an  Ohio 
river  frontage  and  is  touched  by  two  divisions  of 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio.  The  controlling  interest 
in  the  company  was  held  by  J.  C.  McKinley,  of 
Wheeling,  who,  a  few  days  prior  to  this  trans¬ 
action,  bought  out  the  Hart  Co.’s  Franklin  mine, 
near  Bellaire,  and  which  he  has  started  in  oper¬ 
ation.  Mr.  Redding  will  work  the  Moundsville 
mine  to  its  fullest  capacity  and  contemplates  the 
installation  of  considerable  electrical  equipment. 

The  Elm  Grove  Mining  Co.’s  property,  which 
is  under  option  to  Pennsylvania  capitalists  and 
which  is  six  miles  east  of  Wheeling  on  the  Wheel- 
ing-Pittsburg  branch  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio, 
may  be  sold  before  the  year  ends.  This  property 
has  been  on  the  verge  of  a  sale  at  least  four 
times  inside  of  six  years,  bdt  some  hitch  oc¬ 
curred  which  blocked  each  deal. 

In  Barbour,  Fayette,  Marion,  Monongalia  and 
Mercer  counties  sales  and  rumors  of  sales  fly 


Regarding  the  car  supply  in  the  Indian  Ter¬ 
ritory,  E.  H.  Coxe,  superintendent  of  the  Rock 
Island  railroad’s  vast  coal  interests  there,  said 
this  week : 

“The  car  supply  on  the  Rock  Island  road,  which 
was  extremely  poor  early  in  November,  has  been 
very  much  on  the  increase  and  the  mines  on  the 
Rock  Island  are  now  working  almost  steadily. 
There  is  plenty  of  business  in  sight  and  the  pros¬ 
pects  for  a  good  winter’s  work  are  very  bright 
and  there  is  room  for  plenty  of  men  along  the 
Rock  Island  road.’’ 

The  Atchison,  Kas.,  coal  mine  may  be  pro¬ 
ducing  coal  for  its  own  boilers,  and  the  company 
may  be  selling  coal  by  the  first  of  the  year,  or 
shortly  afterward.  The  employes  of  the  mine 
are  greatly  pleased  over  the  fact  that  mining  is 
shortly  to  be  resumed ;  they  are  tired  of  hoisting 
water.  They  are  not  more  pleased,  however,  than 
stockholders,  who  were  badly  discouraged  up  to 
a  week  ago.  One  man  who  would  have  shaved 
his  stock  fifty  per  cent  last  month  wouldn’t  take 
par  for  it  npw. 

J.  T.  Bradley,  receiver  for  the  First  National 
bank  of  Topeka,  Kas.,  has  received  a  check  for 
$24,495  from  C.  C.  Courtney  of  Kansas  City, 
agent  for  Kansas  and  western  Missouri  for  the 
Mutual  Benefit  Insurance  Co.,  of  Newark,  N.  J., 
in  settlement  of  the  policy  for  $25,000  held  by  the 
late  Charles  J.  Devlin  in  that  company.  Less 
than  two  years  ago  Mr.  Devlin  took  out  the 
policy,  on  which  he  paid  only  three  semi-annual 
premiums.  The  fourth  semi-annual  premium  was 
due  when  he  died,  and  it  is  the  amount  of  this 
premium,  less  a  post-mortem  dividend  of  nearly 
$50,  thgt  caused  the  check  in  settlement  to  fall 
below  $25,000,  the  face  value  of  the  policy. 

The  creditors  of  the  Marceline  Coal  Co.,  the 
Marceline  Mercantile  Co.,  and  the  Kansas  City 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  corporations  controlled  by  the 
late  C.  J.  Devlin,  met  in  Topeka,  Kas.,  on  Tues¬ 
day  of  this  week.  After  a  stormy  session.  Dr. 
W.  S.  Woods,  president  of  the  National  Bank 
of  Commerce  of  Kansas  City,  was  chosen  trustee 
for  the  three  companies,  taking  them  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  receiver. 


thick  and  fast.  In  a  good  many  cases  the  trans¬ 
actions  have  actually  occurred.  There  is  a  sort 
of  feverish  activity  in  this  line  just  at  present, 
which  may  spring  from  the  fact  that  the  majority 
of  options  will  expire  with  this  month  and  year. 

Merger  in  Cabin  Creek  Field. 

An  extension  of  the  option  on  twenty-nine 
mines  in  the  Cabin  creek  section  of  the  Kanawha 
field  has  been  granted  until  January  fifteenth. 
The  original  option  expired  last  week.  Besides 
the  twenty-nine  mines  now  in  operation  the  deal 
will  embrace  two  more  which  will  soon  be  ready 
for  business.  This  will  give  the  new  company  all 
the  gas  coal  mines  and  two  or  three  of  the  splint 
mines  in  this  region.  Considerable  secrecy  is 
maintained,  but  it  is  known  that  Kanawha  rnen 
will  be  represented  largely  in  the  combination, 
although  only  New  York  capitalists  have  devel¬ 
oped  it  thus  far. 

C.  J.  Wittenberg,  of  New  York ;  S.  M.  Miller, 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  Morris  O.  Brooks,  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  Va.,  have  been  looking  over  the  New  River 
field  with  the  intention  of  purchasing  coal  prop¬ 
erty.  Mr.  Wittenberg  now  handles  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  coal  for  the  domestic  and  foreign  markets 
in  New  York.  Mr.  Brooks  is  his  representative 
at  Richmond,  while  Mr.  Miller  is  a  capitalist. 


Mining  News  from  West  Virginia 
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Charleston  men  and  A.  J.  Bruen  of  New  York 
have  organized  companies  to  develop  a  100,000 
acre  tract  eight  miles  from  Charleston  and  known 
generally  as  the  “Bruen  lands.”  They  have  se¬ 
cured  a  charter  for  the  Kanawha  &  Pittsburg 
Coal  Co.  and  the  Charleston,  Parkersburg  & 
Western  railroad.  No  immediate  steps  to  develop 
have  been  taken. 

Market  Has  Lost  Keen  Edge. 

In  a  productive  way  conditions  show  no  change, 
except  that  orders  are  not  quite  so  insistent. 
Milder  weather  and  a  fair  car  supply  account  for 
this.  Every  railroad  is  doing  its  best  to  supply 
cars,  and  of  late  the  Norfolk  &  Western  mines 
have  been  so  greatly  favored  that  they  have  been 
sending  out  coal  to  the  Atlantic  seaboard  with  a 
great  rush.  The  shipping  movement  still  is  to 
the  east. 

'I'he  Fayette  jury,  in  the  case  of  J.  J.  Robin¬ 
son  vs.  the  Thos.  G.  McKell  estate,  brought  in  a 
verdict  for  the  defendant.  'I'he  plaintiff,  who  was 
formerly  general  manager  for  the  deceased,  sued 


Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Dec.  21. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.') — Most  of  the  men  who  have  their 
money  invested  in  the  Indiana  coal  fields  are 
pleased  with  a  report  from  Chicago  that  the  rail¬ 
road  projects  of  John  R.  Walsh  will  be  carried 
out.  His  Southern  Indiana  road  has  proved  a 
great  developer  of  the  coal  business,  as  it  pro¬ 
vided  an  outlet  for  the  Greene  and  Sullivan 
county  coals  and  was  a  large  factor  in  increas¬ 
ing  the  total  output  of  the  state  from  7,000,000 
to  12,000,000  tons  annually.  It  would  cause  no 
great  surprise  in  Indiana  if  there  should  be  a 
lively  warfare  between  the  Big  Four,  the  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  the  Illinois  Central  and  the  ’Frisco  and 
Rock  Island  interests  to  secure  this  road,  if  it 
were  ever  sold. 

None  of  the  big  trunk  lines  that  now  handle 
coal  has  enough  facilities.  'I'he  Big  Four  could 
ure  the  Southern  Indiana  to  great  advantage. 
It  would  be  of  much  value  to  the  Pennsylvania, 
and  it  has  been  rumored  that  the  Rock  Island 
would  like  to  get  a  better  opening  to  the  Indiana 
mines.  The  Illinois  Central,  it  is  believed,  will 
cast  longing  eyes  at  it. 

'I'lie  Illinois  Central  has  financed  and  is  build¬ 
ing  the  Indianapolis  Southern,  which  taps  the 
rich  oolitic  stone  quarries  of  Monroe  and  Law¬ 
rence  counties  and  reaches  into  the  coal  fields 
about  Linton.  It  does  not,  however,  get  far 
enough  into  coal  territory  to  make  it  one  of  the 
big  factors  in  the  coal  business.  It  is  being 
pointed  out  by  coal  men  that  the  Walsh  road 
would  make  the  Illinois  Central  one  of  the  most 
powerful  factors  in  the  coal  trade  of  this  state. 

The  members  of  the  coal  trade  in  Indiana  are 
especially  hopeful  that  there  will  be  no  delay 
in  completing  the  Walsh  line  from  Black  Hawk, 
near  Terre  Haute,  to  Indianapolis.  It  is  generally 
regarded  as  the  best  route  to  the  fields  and  if 
it  is  completed  it  will  relieve  the  situation  in 
central  Indiana,  meaning  the  gas  belt,  where  a 
majority  of  the  manufacturers  are  located.  This 
section  is  now  suffering,  due  to  lack  of  coal, 
because  the  present  roads  do  not  have  sufficient 
facilities  to  furnish  it  quick  enough.  The  result 
is  that  the  gas  belt  manufacturers  are  obliged  to 
buy  Ohio  and  West  Virginia  coal  and  pay  a 
niuch  higher  freight  rate.  The  present  condi¬ 
tions  work  a_  hardship  to  them  as  well  as  to  the 
coal  companies. 

Walsh  Line  Under  Construction. 

Considerable  work  has  been  done  on  the  Walsh 
line  from  here  to  Black  Hawk.  The  route  se¬ 
lected  is  the  one  originally  surveyed  for  the 
Eel  river  road  that  never  materialized,  although 
Ryland  T.  Brown,  one  of  the  greatest  geologists 
in  the  history  of  the  state,  remarked  of  it  that 
“God  intended  the  Eel  river  survey  for  a  road¬ 
bed.”  The  grades  are  light  and  the  route  pene¬ 
trates  a  fertile  country,  yet  somehow  the  project 
was  hoodooed  from  the  start.  The  first  failure 
was  caused  by  the  panic  of  1873.  The  panic  of 
1893  knocked  it  out  again  when  arrangements 
were  being  completed  to  build  the  road.  Now 
Walsh’s  financial  troubles  are  another  handicap. 


for  $45,000  for  nine  years’  services,  specifying 
political  and  other  non-related  activities. 

Mr.  McKell,  who  died  about  two  years  ago, 
was  the  largest  individual  coal  land  owner  and 
operator  in  the  New  River  region,  and  at  one 
time  aspired  to  the  United  States  senate,  now 
held  by  Senator  Scott.  During  this  trial  it  was 
brought  out  that  he  was  successful  in  defeating 
C.  W.  Dillon  for  re-election  to  a  county  office. 
Mr.  Dillon  is  now  the  state  tax  commissioner,  and 
as  such  has  obtained  prominence  through  his 
ruling  that  coal  leaseholds  are  subject  to  taxa¬ 
tion. 

Clark  Johnson,  secretary  of  District  No.  17, 
the  mine  workers’  West  Virginia  district,  does 
not  believe  that  there  will  be  a  coal  strike.  So 
far  as  West  Virginia  is  concerned,  Mr.  Johnson 
appears  to  be  correct. 

Some  time  in  March  a  conference  will  be  called 
to  draw  up  another  agreement  between  the  oper¬ 
ators  and  miners  in  the  Kanawha  district,  the 
only  field  in  the  state  in  which  there  is  recogni¬ 
tion  of  the  union,  and  the  miners  lost  their  last 
strike  tliere,  wJiich  was  at  many  of  the  Cabin 
creek  mines. 


Indiana. 

'The  Walsh  troubles  and  the  speculation  as  to 
their  effect  have  been  the  all-absorbing  topic 
among  the  Indiana  members  of  the  trade.  How¬ 
ever,  they  find  time  enough  to  be  pleased  over 
the  steady  demand  for  coal.  'I'here  has  been 
less  complaint  the  last  fortnight  about  car  short¬ 
age  than  for  several  weeks.  In  ket,  but  few 
operators  have  any  complaint  to  offer  now.  'I'he 
railroads,  owing  to  the  mild  weather,  have  been 
able  to  move  larger  trains  and  to  handle  them 
more  rapidly.  They  are  also  getting  more  cars 
and  mines  are  being  operated  more  days  a  week 
than  at  any  time  in  several  months.  There  has 
been  no  opportunity  for  any  of  the  big  com¬ 
panies  to  get  a  large  stock  ahead,  owing  to  the 
steady  demand  for  coal. 

Prices  Are  Slightly  Lower. 

As  a  result  of  the  mild  weather  and  the  better 
transportation  facilities,  prices  have  fallen  off 
about  twenty-five  cents  a  ton,  but  are  still  high 
enough  to  be  very  satisfactory.  The  supply  is 
just  about  equal  to  the  demand,  so  at  the  first 
sign  of  real  cold  weather  it  is  probable  that  they 
will  advance.  There  is  considerable  free  coal 
on  the  market,  but  it  is  not  bringing  as  much  as 
it  did  two  weeks  ago.  The  recent  anxiety  of  the 
shippers  to  get  spot  coal  caused  them  to  bid  prices 
way  up. 

'i'he  following  are  the  prevailing  prices  at  the 
mines  :  Brazil  block,  $2.25  a  ton ;  Minshall  lump, 
$2.50  a  ton ;  No.  3  and  4,  bituminous,  $2.00  a 
ton;  mine-run,  $1.50@1.75  a  ton;  egg  nut,  $1.50 
a  ton ;  screenings,  80c@$1.00  a  ton. 

These  are  the  prices  quoted  by  the  Vandalia, 
Dering  and  other  large  companies.  Some  of  the 
smaller  independent  companies  are  selling  their 
coal  at  lower  figures.  With  the  retail  dealers, 
not  only  in  Indianapolis,  but  in  all  of  the  larger 
cities  of  the  state,  there  has  been  no  change  in 
quotations  made  during  the  cold  weather  at 
'i'hanksgiving.  The  demand  for  domestic  con¬ 
sumption  is  very  good,  notwithstanding  the  mild 
weather. 

IV agon  Prices  at  Chicago. 


anthracite. 

Grate  .  $6.50 

Stove  .  6.75 

Chestnut  .  6.75 

Egg  .  6.75 

BITUMINOUS. 

Smokeless  lump  .  $5.25 

Smokeless  run-of-mine .  3.75 

Hocking  lump .  4.50 

Hocking  nut  .  4.00 

Illinois  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.50 

Indiana  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.50 

Wilmington  chunks  .  4.00 

No.  1  washed  nut .  4.25 

Brazil  block  . ^  4.00 

Jackson  Hill  Ohio . . . "  5.00 

Cannel  lump  .  6.25 

Smithing  .  5.00 

West  Virginia  splint .  4.50 


Market  and  Conditions  in 


Southern  Dealers  Meet. 

At  a  called  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  officers 
of  the  Kentucky-Tennessee  Retail  Coal  Mer¬ 
chants’  Association,  held  at  the  Maxwell  House, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  Tuesday  of  last  week,  it  was 
decided  to  hold  the  first  annual  convention  of 
that  organization  at  Nashville  the  second  Tuesday 
in  June,  1906.  The  first  annual  meeting  will  be 
an  occasion  of  much  interest  and  it  is  expected 
that  there  will  be  a  large  attendance. 

'fhe  matters  discussed  at  the  meeting  last  week 
related  entirely  to  promoting  the  association  and 
the  general  improvement  and  facilitating  of  the 
coal  trade.  The  association  did  not  enter  into 
any  discussion  as  to  prices,  that  being  left  to  each 
coal  merchant  to  arrange  for  himself. 

Secretary  Williams  of  the  association  read  a 
report  of  the  progress  made  since  its  organiza¬ 
tion  on  July  twenty-fourth,  1905,  stating  that  it 
had  been  very  beneficial  to  the  coal  merchants 
connected  with  it. 

'Fhe  following  were  present:  E.  G.  Fristoe,  of 
Mayfield,  Ky.,  president;  W.  T.  Atkinson,  of 
Clarksville,  vice-president;  W.  C.  Williams,  of 
Louisville,  Ky.,  secretary,  and  C.  T.  Rider,  of 
Louisville,  treasurer,  and  George  S.  Chowning, 
of  Shelbyville,  Ky.,  B.  G.  Dickenson,  of  Glasgow, 
Ky..  E.  E.  Mahan,  of  Knoxville,  W.  T.  Murphy, 
of  Martin,  and  Harry  .\nderson,  of  Nashville, 
directors. 


Freight  Rates  to  Foreign  Ports. 

Reported  by  W.  W.  Battie  &  Son.  ship  and 
steamship  brokers.  Produce  Exchange,  New  York. 

All  of  the  export  coal  charters  reported  during 
the  past  week  were  simply  boats  named  to  cover 
old  contracts  and  no  new  business  was  completed. 

"'Fhe  demand  for  tonnage  for  the  e.xport  coal  trade 
is  still  light,  and  very  little  is  offering  for  this 
class  of  business ;  in  fact,  there  is  almost  an  ab¬ 
sence  of  it  for  December  loading,  but  there  are 
few  boats  available  for  January. 

There  is  no  demand  at  the  moment  for  tonnage 
for  grain,  cotton,  etc.,  after  January,  and  these 
shippers  evidently  anticipate  an  easier  freight 
market  after  the  first  of  February.  Whether 
their  anticipations  will  he  realized  is  a  matter  i” 

for  the  future  to  determine.. 

We  would  quote  freight  rates  by  steamer  as  ; 
follows:  $1.45@1.50  to  Havana  or  Matanzas; 
$1.90@1.95  to  Cardenas  or  Sagua ;  $1.60@1.70  to 
Cienfuegos;  $1.65@1.70  to  Daiquiri;  $1.75  to  , 

Colon;  $1.50@1.60  to  Port  of  Spain,  Trinidad; 

$2.00  to  St.  Lucia;  $1.80  to  St.  Thomas;  $1.90  to 
Barbados;  $1.60(§)1.65  to  Kingston;  $1.45@1.50  'i 

and  p.  c.  to  Curacao;  $2.50  to  Demerara;  $1.75 
@1.85  to  Bermuda;  $1.80@1.85  to  Vera  Cruz; 
$1.80@1.85  to  Tampico;  15@16s  to  Buenos  i! 

Ayres;  16@17s  to  Rosario;  15@16s  to  Rio;  18s 
to  Santos;  12s  6d@13s  6d  to  a  direct  port  in  the  .‘I 
Mediterranean,  not  east  of  the  west  coast  of  Vj 

Italy,  Spain  excluded ;  $5.00@5.25  and  discharged  j 

to  Manila;  $5.25@5.50  to  Japanese  ports. 

1 

y 

History  of  Mine  Unionism. 

“A  History  of  the  Coal  Miners  of  the  United 
States,”  is  the  title  of  a  recent  book  from  the 
pen  of  the  Hon.  Andrew  Roy,  author  of  “The  4 
Coal  Mines.”  “The  Practical  Miner’s  Compan-  , 

ion,”  “Recollections  of  a  Prisoner  of  War.”  and  * 
several  other  interesting  and  valuable  books. 

This  history  is  handsomely  illustrated  and  is  di¬ 
vided  into  chapters,  commencing  with  the  early 
history  and  the  formation  of  coal,  and  working 
graduallj'  up  to  the  close  of  the  anthracite  strike 
of  1902.  Every  association  of  either  miners  or 
operators  of  any  importance,  which  has  been 
formed  in  the  United  States,  is  given  mention  in 
this  book,  as  are  also  the  different  laws  and  by¬ 
laws  of  the  organizations. 

The  book  is  dedicated  to  Mr.  Roy's  former 
fellow-workmen,  the  miners  of  the  United  States, 
and  their  president.  John  Mitchell,  and  is  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  J.  L.  Trauger  Printing  Co.,  Colum¬ 
bus,  Ohio. 

V 

'Fhe  Winona  Gas  Light  &  Coke  Co.,  Winona, 

Minn  .  has  a  force  of  men  employed  placing  the 
steel  for  its  new  holder,  the  foundation  of  which 
has  been  completed.  It  is  expected  that  the 
holder  will  be  ready  for  use  in  about  six  weeks. 


N'o.  25] 
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Illinois  Operators  Hold  Meeting. 


One  of  the  most  harmonious^  annual  meetings 
in  its  history  was  held  by  the  Illinois  Coal  Opera¬ 
tors’  Association  at  the  rooms  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  in  Springfield,  Tuesday  of  this  week.  There 
was  a  large  attendance  of  coal  operators  from  all 
parts  of  the  state,  there  was  no  conflict  over  the 
election  of  any  of  the  officers,  the  policies  ex¬ 
plained  and  suggested  seemed  to  meet  with  gen¬ 
eral  approval,  and  it  was  decided  to  stand  to¬ 
gether  in  any  negotiations  with  the  miners  for  the 
good  of  all  the  coal  operators  in  the  entire  state. 
It  was  realized  by  all  present  that  it  was  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary  to  stand  together  in  order  that 
the  contentions  of  the  operators  might  be  sus¬ 
tained  at  the  Indianapolis  meeting  with  the  min¬ 
ers  in  January  and  later  at  the  joint  state  con¬ 
vention  held  in  Illinois.  As  a  result  of  the  feel¬ 
ing  which  was  created  at  this  convention  there 
was  much  enthusiasm  when  _final  adjournment 
was  taken  and  past  differences,  if  any  existed, 
have  been  forgotten. 

After  disposing  of  the  annual  reports  of  Com¬ 
missioner  Herman  Justi  and  Recording  Secre¬ 
tary  C.  L.  Scroggs,  and  other  routine  matters, 
the  annual  election  of  officers  was  taken  up,  all 
of  the  new  officers  being  elected  without  opposi¬ 


tion  and  unanimously.  In  this  connection  the 
greatest  change  was  made  in  the  presidency  of 
the  organization.  Col.  Randolph  Smith,  of  St. 
Louis,  having  been  elected  to  this  position. 

A  New  President  Named. 

H.  N.  Taylor,  of  Chicago,  made  the  nominat¬ 
ing  speech,  placing  the  name  of  Colonel  Smith 
before  the  convention.  He  described  his  many 
personal  qualities  which  fitted  h:m  for  the  posi¬ 
tion,  his  executive  ability,  and  expressed  the  re¬ 
gard  that  the  operators  of  the  state  entertained 
toward  him,  placing  his  name  in  nomination  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  speech.  Following  the 
nomination  representatives  of  each  of  the  nine 
districts  in  the  state  seconded  the  nomination. 
There  being  no  other  candidate,  Secretary  Scroggs 
was  instructed  to  cast  the  ballot  of  the  associa¬ 
tion  for  Colonel  Smith. 

Upon  accepting  the  office  Colonel  Smith  made 
a  short  address,  thanking  the  members  for  the 
honor  accorded  him.  He  is  one  of  the  leading 
operators  in  central  Illinois,  but  originally  was 
in  the  hankin.g  business  and  still  retains  numer¬ 
ous  hankins  interests.  Several  years  ago  he  be¬ 
came  identified  with  a  mining  property  at  Flora, 


Ill.,  and  at  present  owns  an  extensive  interest  in 
the  Breese-Trenton  Coal  Mining  Co.,  at  Trenton, 
Ill.  Colonel  Smith  resides  in  St.  Louis  and  has 
operations  in  the  central  field  of  Illinoi.s. 

R.  R.  Hammond,  president  of  the  Dering  Coal 
Co.,  was  nominated  for  vice-president ;  E.  T. 
Bent,  of  the  Oglesby  Coal  Co.,  Oglesby,  Ill.,  was 
nominated  to  succeed  him.-elf  as  secretary-treas¬ 
urer;  Herman  Justi  was  nominated  as  commis¬ 
sioner,  and  C.  L.  Scroggs,  recording  secretary 
and  secretary  of  the  commission.  Election  of 
these  gentlemen  was  unanimous,  the  secretary 
being  instructed  to  cast  the  vote  of  the  associa¬ 
tion. 

Few  Changes  in  Executive  Board. 

The  executive  board  was  elected  unanimously 
as  follows ; 

First  district — H.  N.  Taylor,  S.  M.  Dalzell  and 
C.  L.  Sweet. 

Second  district — R.  R.  Hammond,  F.  L.  Fischer 
and  H.  Hartshorn. 

Third  district — D.  D.  Shumway,  Lee  Kincaid 
and  T.  F.  Holmes. 

Fourth  district — F.  W..  Lukins,  Walter  Puter- 
baugh  and  A.  S.  Shafer. 


Fifth  district — A.  J.  Moorshead,  E.  C.  Donk 
and  W.  K.  Kavanaugh. 

Sixth  district — F.  D.  Secor,  C.  C.  Davis  and 
W.  H.  Greenwood. 

Seventh  district — F.  S.  Peabody,  J.  D.  Peters 
and  Walter  Williams. 

Eighth  district — Glenn  W.  Traer,  Richard  New- 
sam  and  Robert  Lee. 

Ninth  district— B.  F.  Bush,  Joseph  Lumaghi 
and  J.  E.  Rutledge. 

Resolutions  were  adopted  giving  the  executive 
committee  authority  to  represent  the  association 
at  the  joint  convention  of  operators  and  miners 
of  the  central  competitive  district  at  Indianapolis 
in  January. 

The  scale  committee,  the  subscale  committee 
and  floor  committee  to  represent  the  association 
at  Indianapolis  will  be  named  later  by  Pres. dent 
Randolph  Smith. 

At  the  afternoon  session  of  the  association,  a 
number  of  matters  pertaining  to  the  policy  of 
the  organization  were  discussed,  particularly  with 
reference  to  the  approaching  joint  convention. 

Reminiscence  by  Colonel  Morrison. 

The  association  received  a  communication  with 
reference  to  government  rate  regulation,  which 


brought  out  a  particularly  happy  talk  by  Col. 

N.  B.  Morrison,  one  of  the  pioneer  operators  and 
residents  of  Illinois.  Colonel  Morrison  is  said 
to  be  eighty-two  years  of  age.  and  is  remarkably 
well  preserved,  conducting  his  business  with  all 
the  vigor  and  energy  of  a  young  man.  He  sa  d 
that  in  1853,  when  the  Illinois  Central  railroad 
was  first  proposed,  a  meeting  was  held  at  Cen- 
tralia.  Ill.,  for  the  pnrpo-e  of  c  msiderine  the 
project  to  construct  a  line  from  Centralia  to 
Cairo.  One  of  the  speakers  in  opposition  to  the 
project  based  his  opposition  on  the  contention 
that  there  would  not  be  sufficient  farm  nrodn- ■ 
raised  along  the  r’ght  of  way  to  furnish  traffic 
to  sustain  the  road;  that  me  train  a  year  would 
haul  all  the  agricultural  products  and  other 
freight  that  would  originate  in  that  territory; 
and  that  one  could  travel  for  miles  over  the  pro¬ 
posed  right  of  way  wit’K-ut  running  across  a 
human  habitation.  Colcnel  Morrison  made  the 
point  that  the  railroad  was  built  and  that  be¬ 
cause  it  was  built  that  part  of  the  state  developed 
with  remarkable  rapidity;  that  railroads  had  de¬ 
veloped  this  western  country,  opening  it  up  to 
population  and  making  its  r  ources  availab’e  and 
that  it  was  not  proper  to  interfere  with  them  at 
this  late  dry  to  tb.e  extent  of  crippling  .heir  earn¬ 
ing  power. 

During  the  afternoon  the  shot-firers’  law  was 
d'senssed  by  the  operators.  Glenn  W.  Traer  mak¬ 
ing  an  able  address  showing  what  the  effect  had 
been.  No  formal  action  was  taken  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  matter. 

The  policy  of  the  operators  at  the  interstate 
convention  was  disens-ed  at  considerable  length 
and  a  number  of  valuable  suggestions  were  made 
which  will  probably  be  acted  upon  by  the  com¬ 
mittees  who  will  represent  the  operators  at  In¬ 
dianapolis. 

Noted  After  the  Meeting. 

J.  jM.  Christy,  of  the  Christy  Box  Car  Loader 
Co.,  attended  his  first  convention  in  Illinois. 
He  made  a  large  number  of  personal  friends. 

E.  T.  Bent,  of  the  Coal  Operators’  Mutual 
Casualty  Insurance  Co.,  and  secretary-treasurer 
of  the  Coal  Operators’  Association,  was  one  of 
the  busiest  men  in  attendance  at  the  convention. 

Ira  E.  Stevens,  “the  machinery  man”  from 
Chicago,  met  a  number  of  his  old  time  friends. 
As  he  was  mirsing  for  several  hours  during  the 
day  it  is  a  safe  guess  that  he  must  have  captured 
an  order  somewhere. 

Captain  Lemmon  remained  over  in  Springfield 
until  Wednesday  morning.  The  captain  com¬ 
bines  business  with  pleasure  on  such  tr:ps,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  he  is  always  the  circle  of  a  large 
number  of  old  time  personal  friends. 

W.  W.  Tavlor,  of  the  St.  Paul  Coal  Co.,  and 
Harry  N.  Taylor,  of  the  General  Wilmington 
Coal  Co.,  were  inseparable  companions  during 
the  convention.  The  similarity  in  their  names 
gave  rise  to  the  question  as  to  whether  they  are 
related,  which  can  be  answered  in  the  negative. 

A  run  through  the  district  south  of  Spring- 
field  Tuesday  afternoon  revealed  that  most  of  the 
mines  were  working  on  full  time  and  that  they 
had  a  few  cars  left  for  Wednesdaj-  morning. 
The  Alton  is  giving  the  coal  movement  prompt 
attention  and  is  utilizing  its  facilities  to  move  a 
normal  production. 

There  was  a  great  match  game  of  pool  in 
the  evening  at  the  Leland  with  Horace  Clark  of 
Peoria  and  Charles  I.  Pierce  of  Kewanee  pitted 
against  George  Doan  of  Qiicago  and  an  un¬ 
known.  J.  M.  Christy,  of  the  Christy  Box  Car 
Loader  Co.  acted  as  referee  and  score-keeper. 
Clark  and  Pierce  won  the  game,  but  it  was  not 
Doan’s  fault  that  they  did. 

P.  H.  Donnelly,  traveling  agent  for  the  Du 
Pont  Powder  Co.,  attended  the  meeting  tins 
week.  Mr.  Donnelly  has  been  ill  for  some  time, 
hut  did  not  receive  as  much  sympathy  as  he  de¬ 
served,  owing  to  the  fact  that  he  is  always  the 
picture  of  health.  Physically,  mentally  and  so¬ 
cially  P.  H.  always  seems  one  hundred  per  cent 
to  tile  good.  No  man  is  better  known  in  the 
Illinois  mining  industry  and  no  one  has  any 
more  real,  true  friends  in  the  business  than  lie. 
a  fact  which  counts  greatly  in  favor  of  tlie  Du 
Pont  Powder  Co.,  with  whom  Mr.  Donnelly  has 
been  associated  for  a  long  term  of  years. 
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Wilham  Zeller,  J.  K.  Seifert,  M.  J.  Gould,  Job  Freeman,  C.  C.  Martin 
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The  Iowa  Coal  Operators’  Association 

President,  H.  L.  Waterman,  Ottumwa,  Iowa;  Vice-President,  T.  J.  Phillips, 
Ottumwa,  Iowa;_  Secretary,  John  P.  Reese,  Albia,  Iowa;  Treasurer,  E.  C. 
Smith,  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  Commissioner,  John  P.  Reese,  Albia,  Iowa; 
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Smith  and  Samuel  McClure. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Exchange 


All  of  the  dmii^ging  assertions  advanced  in  the  daily  prints  concerning 
the  record  of  Mr.  Walsh  as  a  citizen  of  Chicago  could  be  easily  refuted 
were  it  necessary.  'J  he  mere  fact  that  the  associated  Chicago  banks  stand 
back  of  the  liquidation  of  the  three  financial  institutions  controlled  by  him 
is  refutation  sufficient.  Chicago  bankers  are  the  most  conservative  on  this 
continent.  They  never  place  themselves  willingly  in  a  position  where  they  or 
their  depositors  will  lose  money.  They  are  standing  back  of  these  three 
banking  institutions  because  they  know  that  the  collateral  securities  are  more 
than  sufficient  to  pay  every  liability.  Otherwise  they  would  not  jeopardize 
the  funds  entrusted  to  them  by  paying  the  debts  of  financial  institutions  in 
which  they  had  no  interest. 

Mr.  Walsh  is  not  a  frenzied  financier;  it  is  extremely  doubtful  if  he 
ever  speculated  in  his  life.  He  has  been  one  of  the  most  conservative  busi¬ 
ness  men  in  Chicago,  but,  perhaps,  went  beyond  his  depth  in  undertaking  too 
many  enterprises  with  the  capital  available.  Had  he  succeeded  there  would 
have  been  none  to  do  him  too  much  honor.  He  has  not  yet  failed  to  accom¬ 
plish  what  he  undertook  and  the  time  may  come  when  he  will  be  thus  hon¬ 
ored.  His  enterprises  are  all  legitimate  ones.  There  is  none  of  his  com¬ 
panies  but  that  has  back  of  it  the  purpose  to  develop  latent  resources.  He 
has  never  attempted  to  take  water  and  air,  blow  them  into  a  bubble  and 
indulge  in  a  fanciful  flotation  in  which  the  public  foots  the  bills.  Each  of 
his  investments  has  been  careful  and  sound.  If  they  were  not  they  would 
have  gone  down  in  the  hubbub  which  followed  the  liquidation  of  the  banks. 
That  they  have  survived  is  good  evidence  that  every  dollar  invested  has  back 
of  it  tangible  value. 

Mr.  Walsh  may  have  some  personal  qualifications  of  aggressiveness 
which  are  not  always  liked  by  those  with  whom  he  does  business.  On  the 
other  hand,  he  has  done  much  for  Chicago  and  the  west.  He  has  developed 
many  resources  through  his  indomitable  energy  and  will ;  has  furnished  em¬ 
ployment  for  many  men  and  a  livelihood  for  many  families  through  his  keen 
business  judgment  and  ability.  He  is  entitled  to  commendation  before  he  is 
condemned.  He  is  entitled  to  be  considered  innocent  until  he  is  proved  guilty. 
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A  Merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year.  Coal  men  merit  all  the 
enjoyment  of  the  holiday  season  they  may  be  able  to  obtain.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  new  year  will  bring  better  conditions  than  those  which  have 
prevailed  during  the  past  twelve  months. 

Mr.  IValsh  and  His  Record. 

A  great  rumpus  was  kicked  up  in  the  Chicago  newspapers  this  week, 
and  probably  in  most  of  the  newspapers  throughout  the  country,  because  it 
was  decided  to  liquidate  three  Chicago  banks  of  which  John  R.  Walsh  was 
the  head.  Whether  the  rumpus  existed  anywhere  else  than  in  the  newspaper 
offices  is  difficult  to  ascertain,  but  it  is  certain  that  it  did  not  occupy  the 
attention  of  conservative  financiers  for  any  great  length  of  time. 

The  efforts  of  the  newspapers  were  confined  largely  to  making  it  appear 
that  Mr.  Walsh  was  engaged  in  “Frenzied  Finance”  or  that  he  had  com¬ 
mitted  some  criminal  breach  of  trust.  Probably  this  policy  was  followed  by 
some  of  the  Chicago  publishers  because  of  business  jealousy — because  it  is 
a  well-known  fact  that  Mr.  Walsh  is  the  owner  of  the  Chicago  Chronicle,  a 
competing  newspaper. 


.Another  Feature  of  the  Shot-Firers’  Law. 

There  is  one  feature  of  the  shot-firers’  law  which  many  coal  operators 
in  Illinois  have  not  considered,  and  that  is  the  exemption  from  the  provisions 
of  the  law  of  all  mines  where  less  than  two  pounds  of  powder  can  be  used 
for  a  single  blast. 

Doubtless  there  are  many  mines  in  the  state  where  the  charge  of  powder 
used  in  blasting  is  excessive.  The  miners  gradually  have  been  increasing  the 
charge,  in  order,  as  they  believe,  to  increase  their  earning  power.  Conse¬ 
quently,  when  the  law  became  effective,  because  the  custom  of  using  more 
than  two  pounds  was  in  force,  they  demanded  that  shot-firers  should  be  in¬ 
stalled. 

There  should  be  a  thorough  investigation  of  this  feature  of  the  operation  of 
the  law  by  every  mine  operator  who  has  been  put  to  this  additional  expense. 
He  should  look  into  the  subject  thoroughly,  make  honest  experiments  in 
blasting  to  ascertain  just  what  amount  is  required  to  bring  down  coal  to  the 
best  advantage  without  degrading  it. 

If  the  spirit  of  such  an  investigation  prevails  and  the  matter  is  handled 
carefully  and  conscientiously,  it  will  be  found  that  many  mines  now  employ 
shot-firers  which  would  be  exempt,  and  that  if  less  powder  were  used  with 
each  shot  the  coal  would  not  be  as  degraded  in  quality  as  it  is  today. 

The  matter  can  be  investigated  in  the  presence  of  the  local  miners’  pit 
committee,  if  the  latter  is  inclined  to  be  fair.  When  this  is  done  and  it  is 
revealed  that  less  than  two  pounds  of  powder  will  do  the  work,  except  in  a 
few  instances,  an  arrangement  can  be  entered  into  by  which  such  shots  can 
be  placed  and  fired  after  the  men  have  left  the  mine.  A  slight  additional 
compensation  to  the  night  watchman  will  be  regarded  by  him  in  most  in¬ 
stances  as  sufficient  recompense  for  the  additional  labor  which  will  be  asked 
of  him. 

The  shot-firers’  law  as  it  exists  on  the  statute  books  at  present  is  an 
iniquity.  It  is  the  spirit  of  the  joint  agreement  that  quality  and  conditions 
considered,  the  mining  rate  in  every  field  in  Illinois  shall  be  on  an  equitable 
basis  as  compared  with  every  other  field.  A  disturbance  of  the  freight  rates 
into  St.  Louis  from  southern  Illinois  last  spring  created  an  inequality  which 
will  be  difficult  to  overcome  when  the  new  wage  scale  is  negotiated  next  year. 
The  shot-firers’  law,  however,  has  been  a  source  of  greater  inequality,  be¬ 
cause  it  has  been  necessary  to  employ  firers  only  in  certain  districts,  while 
other  districts  remain  unchanged.  In  the  eighth  district  the  cost  of  shot- 
firers  has  been  found  to  amount  to  five  to  eleven  cents  per  ton  of  coal  pro¬ 
duced.  This  is  a  serious  inequality,  providing  the  old  basing  rate  in  that 
field  was  equitable.  Shot-firers  should  be  dispensed  with  at  every  point  pos¬ 
sible  in  order  to  maintain  the  equality  of  the  mining  rate.  Unless  this  action 
is  taken,  when  the  operators  and  miners  hold  their  joint  meeting  next  spring, 
they  will  find  that  the  problems  confronting  thern  will  be  most  serious  ones 
to  handle. 
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Three  Banks  Are 

Announcement  was  made  on  Monday  morning 
of  this  week  that  three  Chicago  banks,  the  Chi¬ 
cago  National  bank,  the  Home  Savings  bank  and 
the  Equitable  Trust  Co.,  would  pay  all  depositors 
in  full  and  then  pass  into  liquidation,  action  hav¬ 
ing  been  taken  by  the  Chicago  Clearing  House 
committee  to  guarantee  the  payment  of  all  de¬ 
posits.  This  was  a  result  of  an  investigation  on 
the  part  of  the  national  bank  examiners,  which 
disclosed  that  more  money  had  been  loaned  on 
the  securities  of  John  R.  Walsh,  president  of  the 
three  institutions,  for  investment  in  other  proper¬ 
ties  owned  by  him  than  was  considered  pfe. 
Monday  and  Tuesday  a  number  of  depositors 
called  to  secure  their  funds  from  these  institu¬ 
tions,  but  bv  Wednesday  all  appearance  of  a  run 
had  subsided,  and  deposits  were  being  withdrawn, 
but  without  undue  excitement. 

Following  the  announcement  of  the  liquidation 
of  these  financial  institutions,  Mr.  Walsh  resigned 
as  president  and  a  new  executive  and  board  of 
directors  were  elected  to  conduct  their  affairs 
while  liquidation  is  in  progress. 

There  were  some  hints  in  the  early  stages  of 
the  liquidation  that  spite  work  was  at  the  bottom 
of  the  trouble.  This  fact  remains,  that  on  Sat¬ 
urday  at  three  o’clock,  the  three  banks  were  noti¬ 
fied  by  the  comptroller  that  they  must  increase 
their  cash  holdings  $3,000,000  before  Monday 
morning.  All  the  financial  institutions  both  east 
and  west  were  closed  for  the  day,  and  the  task 
was  an  impossible  one  within  such  a  short  time. 
On  Sunday  a  conference  of  leading  Chicago  bank 
officials  was  held  which  lasted  until  Monday 
morning  at  three  o’clock.  At  this  Sunday  confer¬ 
ence  the  condition  of  the  three  banking  institu¬ 
tions  was  thoroughly  investigated  and  it  was 
found  that  they  were  solvent,  but  had  on  hand 
some  securities  pertaining  to  the  coal  railroads 
and  coal  properties  of  John  R.  Walsh  from  which 
full  values  could  not  be  immediately  _  realized. 
When  it  was  shown  that  through  the  aid  of  the 
other  banks  the  securities  could  be  carried  until 
such  time  as  they  could  be  sold  to  advantage,  and 
that  the  equity  of  the  stockholders  in  the  three 
institutions  would  be  conserved,  it  was  decided 
to  go  into  liquidation.  That  these  securities  were 
valuable  and  that  tffie  banks  were  solvent  was 
evident,  when  the  Chicago  Clearing  House  com¬ 
mittee  made  the  announcement  that  all  deposits 
would  be  paid  in  full,  and  that  the  associated 
banks  of  Chicago  would  take  charge  of  the  affairs 
of  the  three  institutions.  Had  they  been  insolv¬ 
ent,  receivers  would  have  been  appointed,  and 
liquidation  would  have  been  through  the  usual 
legal  channels. 

Held  Extensive  Coal  Interests. 

John  R.  Walsh  became  involved  in  these  finan¬ 
cial  difficulties  through  the  extension  of  his  rail¬ 
road  and  coal  mining  interests.  For  some  years 
he  has  owned  the  Southern  Indiana  railroad, 
which  taps  the  coal  fields  of  Sullivan  and  Greene 
counties,  Indiana,  with  terminals  at  Terre  Haute, 
where  its  freight  tonnage  was  taken  by  the  Chi¬ 
cago  &  Eastern  Illinois  and  hauled  northward. 
Owing  to  the  increased  volume  of  freight  on  the 
latter  line,  Mr.  Walsh  more  than  a  year  ago  or¬ 
ganized  the  Chicago  Southern  railroad  and  began 
to  build  a  road  north  from  Terre  Haute  by  way 
of  Danville  to  Chicago.  This  road  has  been 
graded,  the  bridges  have  been  built  and  much 
of  the  steel  has  been  laid.  All  the  equipment  has 
been  purchased  and  it  is  expected  the  pad  will 
be  in  operation  for  hauling  freight  within  the 
next  sixty  days.  To  complete  the  road  bonds 
were  issued,  and  while  some  of  these  were  readily 
disposed  of  at  from  92  to  96,  the  financial  con¬ 
ditions  made  it  impossible  to  float  the  whole  issue 
without  sacrificing  their  value.  Under  these  cip 
cumstances  Mr.  Walsh  hypothecated  them  at  his 
banks,  with  a  view  to  disposing  of  them  later  on. 
He  is  also  interested  in  the  Southern  Indiana 
Coal  Co.,  which  owns  nine  coal  mines  located  on 
his  railroad  and  the  Evansville  &  Terre  Haute. 
It  is  understood  that  bonds  of  the  coal  company 
did  not  constitute  any  considerable  proportion 
of  the  securities  to  which  the  national  bank  ex¬ 
aminers  took  exception,  and  that  it  has  made  a 
profit  over  and  above  its  fixed  charges  and  is  in 
good  financial  condition.  The  railroad  can  not 
make  this  showing  because  it  has  not  yet  been 


Being  Liquidated. 

completed,  and  therefore  has  only  a  relative  earn¬ 
ing  capacity  at  present. 

Bonds  Scaled  Down  in  Value. 

In  the  preliminary  statements  issued  with  ref¬ 
erence  to  the  condition  of  the  Walsh  banks  it 
was  stated  that  the  liabilities  to  depositors  were 
practically  $27,000,000  and  the  assets  $24,000,000, 
In  connection  with  these  assets  it  can  be  stated 
with  authority  that  they  are  based  on  the  most 
conservative  consideration.  Bonds  of  the  railroad 
companies,  which  ought  to  bring  at  least  90,  were 
included  as  an  asset  at  only  50.  Conservative 
bankers  are  of  the  opinion  if  they  are  handled 
judiciously  that  they  can  realize  nearly  their  full 
face  value,  and  that  enough  will  be  obtained  from 
the  sale  of  them,  not  only  to  make  up  any  defi¬ 
ciency  in  the  ready  cash  of  the  banking  institu¬ 
tions  supplied  by  the  other  banks  to  pay  depos¬ 
itors,  but  to  return  to  stockholders  in  the  banks 
their  equity. 

In  giving  out  a  statement  of  the  assets  of  the 
institutions,  a  conservative  policy  was  followed 
in  estimating  the  value  of  such  securities  in  order 
to  be  on  the  safe  side. 

Thus  far  none  of  the  other  interests  of  John 
R.  Walsh  has  been  affected  in  any  way  by  his 
banking  troubles.  While  no  official  announcement 
has  been  made  concerning  the  marketing  of  se¬ 
curities,  it  is  understood  that  a  decision  has  been 
reached  by  the  bankers  who  are  conducting  the 
liquidation  that  none  of  them  will  be_  sacrificed 
in  order  to  secure  cash.  The  first  irnpression 
was  that  they  might  be  sold  at  low  prices,  and 
this  attracted  a  large  number  of  financial  vul¬ 
tures  looking  for  bargains,  but  this  is  contrary 
to  the  policy  which  has  been  decided  upon,  and 
in  all  probability  there  will  be  no  forced  sale 
of  anything  that  is  of  value  among  the  assets. 

Through  jealous  criticism  the  character  of  John 
R.  Walsh  has  been  under  scrutiny,  of  which  he 
is  entirely  undeserving.  He  has_  not  engaged  in 
any  wild-cat  speculation,  according  to  the  views 
of  the  most  conservative  bankers  in  Chicago, 
where  the  financial  interests  are  ultra-conserva¬ 
tive.  There  is  no  prospect  of  any  criminal  prose¬ 
cution,  because  he  has  not  violated  the  law.  The 
only  possible  basis  of  criticism  is  in  connection 
with  the  extension  of  his  plans  beyond  his  avail¬ 
able  capital,  and  most  of  that  originates  with 
business  or  political  rivals,  who  were  anxious  to 
accomplish  his  downfall.  In  support  of  these 
statements,  an  interview  with  John  J.  Mitchell, 
the  conservative  Chicago  banker,  published  on 
Monday  of  this  week,  can  be  quoted; 

Can  Preserve  Stockholders’  Equity. 

“The  situation  is  this:  The  Chicago  National 
bank,  the  Home  Savings  bank  and  the  Equitable 
Trust  Co.  were  controlled  by  Mr.  Walsh  and  his 
associates.  They  had  collateral  lots  of  bonds  in 
new  railroads  which  Mr.  Walsh  claims  are_  earn¬ 
ing  money  and  paying  interest.  We  considered 
them  unavailing  last  night,  although  they  have 
considerable  market  value. 


“The  comptroller  of  the  currency  felt  the  same 
way.  He  already  had  notified  the  three  banks 
that  they  held  an  excessive  amount  of  this  collat¬ 
eral,  and  that  it  must  be  reduced.  In  order  to 
do  this  it  was  necessary  to  call  on  the  other 
hanks  for  assistance. 

“After  a  pretty  thorough  examination  the  other 
hanks  agreed  to  do  this,  and  to  furnish  money 
wherewith  to  pay  the  entire  amount  of  deposits. 
The  outside  banks  secured  themselves  by  collat¬ 
eral  and  improved  real  estate  owned  by  the  di¬ 
rectors  and  Mr.  Walsh.  The  associated  banks 
stand  ready  to  pay  all  money  to  all  depositors, 
are  paying  it  now  and  will  continue  to  pay  it  as 
long  as  anyone  asks  for  it.” 

James  H.  Eckels,  in  an  interview  on  the  same 
day,  said  that  he  believed  the  securities  held  by 
the  bank  would  eventually  pay  all  deposits  and 
give  the  stockholders  a  large  equity. 

The  Southern  Indiana  railroad  will  pay  its  em¬ 
ployes  as  usual  today,  and  the  Southern  Indiana 
Coal  Co.  paid  its  men  yesterday  at  the  semi¬ 
monthly  pay,  without  any  difficulty,  the  money 
having  been  available  for  several  days.  The  Kelly 
Coal  Co.,  in  which  Mr.  Walsh  is  a  stockholder 
of  a  minority  interest,  can  not  in  way  become 
involved.  Other  enterprises  in  which  he  is  in¬ 
terested  are  not  likely  to  be  involved  in  any  way, 
so  that  with  the  liquidation  of  the  banks  the 
trouble  will  end.  In  all  probability,  after  he  has 
realized  on  his  various  securities,  Mr.  Walsh  will 
continue  to  be  a  very  wealthy  man,  and  no  one 
will  lose  a  penny  through  the  enforced  liquida¬ 
tion  of  the  financial  institutions  of  which  he  was 
the  head. 


Beech  Creek  Tonnage. 

Coal  tonnage  originating  on  the  Beech  Creek 
liranch  of  the  New  York  Central  railroad  for  the 
week  ending  December  seventh  amounted  to  173,- 
904  tons,  making  the  total  to  date  for  the  year 
8,429,432  Ions,  compared  with  6,917,508  tons  for 
the  same  period  in  1904.  This  is  an  increase  of 
1,511,924  tons. 

Coke  tonnage  for  the  same  week  amounted  to 
2,225  tons,  making  the  total  this  year  to  that 
date  86,009  tons,  as  compared  with  25,114  tons 
during  the  same  period  in  1904. 


Huntingdon  Coal  Tonnage. 


The  Huntingdon  &  Broad  Top  Railroad  &  Coal 
Co.  reports  the  following  tonnage  transported 
over  its  line  for  the  week  ending  December  six¬ 
teenth,  the  corresponding  week  last  year,  the  year 
to  date  and  the  corresponding  period  in  1904 : 


Broad 

Top. 

Week  ending  Dec.  16,  1905.  25,580 
Corresponding  week,  1904...  17,433 

Total  for  1915  . 727,928 

Corresponding  period,  1904.663,008 


Cumber¬ 
land.  Total. 
27,098  52,678 

23,488  40,921 

986,232  1,714,160 

1,071,683  1,634,691 


The  Charles  R.  Price  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Chicago  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $50,000. 
The  incorporators  are  given  as  Charles  R.  Price, 
James  S.  Fisher  and  William  J.  Lacey. 


Bogle  and  Hafer  to  Buy  Mines 


It  is  probable  that  a  deal  will  be  closed  on  Sat¬ 
urday  of  this  week  by  which  Walter  S.  Bogle, 
president  of  the  Crescent  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  and 
Henry  Hafer,  of  the  Henry  Hafer  &  Son  Coal 
Mining  Co.,  of  Chicago,  will  acquire  the  proper- 
erties  of  the  New  Ohio  Washed  Coal  Co.,  at 
Carterville,  Ill.  Negotiations  leading  up  to  the 
consummation  of  the  deal  have  been  pending 
throughout  the  week.  _  _  _ 

The  property  which  will  be  included  in  the 
purchase  is  an  extensive  one,  including  two  oper¬ 
ating  shafts  with  a  daily  capacity  of  1,500  tons 
in  an  eight-hour  day,  and  a  modern  coal  washery 
with  a  capacity  of  800  tons  of  washed  coal  a 
day.  In  addition  a  large  acreage  of  coal  will  be 
included  in  the  purchase.  One  of  the  mines  is 
located  on  the  Illinois  Central  railroad  and  the 
other  is  on  the  Illinois  Central  and  Missouri  Pa¬ 
cific  railroads.  It  is  expected  that  the  capacity 


of  the  mines  will  be  largely  increased  under  the 
new  ownership.  They  have  been  in  continuous 
operation,  and  the  sale,  if  it  is  made,  will  be  for 
the  purpose  of  closing  up  the  estate  of  the  late 
Edwin  F.  Daniels,  who  was  the  principal  owner 
of  the  stock  of  the  New  Ohio  Co. 

Under  the  new  ownership  an  operating  com¬ 
pany  probably  will  be  organized  later.  This  pur¬ 
chase  is  significant  in  view  of  the  fact  that  it 
will  mark  the  return  of  both  Mr.  Bogle  and  Mr. 
Flafer  as  active  operators  in  the  western  field. 
They  disposed  of  extensive  Indiana  holdings  last 
spring  when  the  various  mergers  were  being  or¬ 
ganized  in  that  state,  although  Mr.  Hafer  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  a  stockholder  in  one  of  the  remain¬ 
ing  operating  companies.  Prior  to  the  sale  of 
their  Indiana  properties  both  were  identified  with 
the  operation  of  Indiana  mines  for  many  years. 
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Present  a  Loving  Cup  to  George  Merryweather. 


Heads  of  the  various  departments  of  the  west¬ 
ern  branch  of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  sprung  a 
surprise  upon  George  Merryweather,  general 
western  agent  of  the  company  at  Cliicago,  last 
Saturday,  when  they  presented  him  with  a  loving 
cup  in  commemoration  of  the  many  ties  of  friend¬ 
ship  and  business  relations  which  have  existed 
for  more  than  twenty-five  years.  Mr.  Merry¬ 
weather  had  been  asked  to  be  in  Chicago  on 
Saturday,  December  sixteenth,  as  his  former  lieu¬ 
tenants  desired  to  meet  him.  He  regarded  this 
request  as  a  desire  to  take  formal  leave,  but  had 
no  idea  that  it  meant  anything  more.  Upon  his 
arrival  home  from  the  east  he  was  taken  in  hand 
and  conducted  to  Mangler’s  restaurant  in  La 
Salle  street.  The  presentation  occurred  during 
the  evening  and  furnished  evidence  that  the  re¬ 
lations  among  the  executive  heads  in  the  western 
department  of  this  company  had  as  a  foundation 
the  warmest  ties  of  both  comradeship  and  friend¬ 
ship  that  can  exist. 

After  an  elaborate  dinner  at  Mangler’s,  inter¬ 
spersed  with  many  business  anecdotes  and  the 


brightest  of  good  cheer,  J.  P.  Conard,  shipping 
agent  at  Buffalo  for  the  company  for  the  past 
twenty-two  years,  arose  and  rapped  for  order. 
Mr.  Conrad  is  a  happy  orator,  but  on  this  occa¬ 
sion  was  at  his  best  and  delivered  a  most  elo¬ 
quent  address.  Pie  opened  his  remarks  by  re¬ 
ferring  to  each  of  the  members  of  the  party, 
illustrating  his  statements  concerning  them  with 
some  story  or  anecdote  appropriate  to  the  occa¬ 
sion.  He  then  addressed  Mr.  Merryweather  as 
follows : 

“Last,  but  by  no  means  least,  is  our  friend  and 
chief. 

We  hear  of  him  first  with  a  musket  on  his 
shoulder,  marching  to  the  tune  of  ‘We’re  Com¬ 
ing,  Father  .'Vbraham,  Three  Hundred  Thousand 
Strong.’  ’’ 

“The  next  we  hear  of  him  is  on  the  dock  at 
Ehzabethport,  N.  J.,  but,  having  ambitions,  he 
soon  looked  about  him  for  ‘new  worlds  to  con¬ 
quer,’  and  obeyed  Greeley’s  advice  to  the  young 
man  ‘to  go  west.’ 

Has  Made  Mercantile  History. 

“It  is  mercantile  history  that  he  has  built  up 
in  this  city  the  largest  individual  coal  trade  of 
the  present  day.  His  character  and  his  person¬ 
ality  were  the  root  of  his  success.  But  highly 


as  he  is  thought  of  in  the  business  world,  it  is 
by  his  own  men  that  he  is  most  thoroughly 
appreciated.  We  who  have  worked  under  him — 
many  of  us  for  half  a  lifetime — know  his  true 
worth.  Our  relations  have  been  of  the  pleasant¬ 
est  always;  and  we  have  ever  found  him  a  kind 
as  well  as  a  just  chief. 

“Peeling  as  we  all  do,  I  count  it  a  great  honor 
to  be  made  spokesman  of  this  little  group  in 
Iire.scnting  a  small  expression  of  a  large  appre¬ 
ciation.  Life  and  time  are  fleeting,  but  friend- 
siiip  is  eternal,  and  we  have  thought  it  well  to 
put  our  friendliness  in  permanent  form,  that  our 
chief  may  know,  each  time  that  he  looks  at  it, 
that  we  hold  him  in  affection. 

“You,  _  Mr,  Merryweather,  have  accomplished 
that  which  nether  wealth  nor  ambition  could 
achieve.  While  Sir  Thomas  builds  boats,  cur¬ 
ries  favor  with  a  king  and  spends  millions,  all 
in  vain,  you  have  but  to  reach  out  your  hand 
to  ‘lift  the  cup’-— and  remember  always,  that  it 
is  filled  to  the  brim  and  running  over  with  a  loyal 
friendship  of  each  one  of  us.” 


Upon  presentation  of  the  loving  cup,  Mr. 
Merryweather  referred  briefly  to  the  fact  that 
all  of  those  who  had  been  in  the  employ  of 
Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  were  “good  fellows”; 
had  worked  in  harmony,  each  doing  his  part  to 
make  the  business  a  success,  and  that  they  had 
been  a  great  business  family,  being  bound  by  ties 
stronger  and  greater  than  those  which  ordi¬ 
narily  exist  among  those  associated  together  in 
business.  Mr.  Merryweather  thanked  those 
present  sincerely  for  their  evidence  of  appreciation 
and  friendship. 

The  loving  cup  is  a  handsome  solid  silver 
affair,  containing  three  handles,  and  is  mounted 
upon  an  ebony  pedestal. 

Those  who  were  present  at  the  dinner  and  tes¬ 
tified  to  their  friendship  for  Mr.  Merryweather 
in  this  manner  were : 

J.  P.  Conard,  shipping  agent,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

J.  F.  Price,  in  charge  of  the  accounting  depart¬ 
ment,  Chicago. 

G.  H.  Merryweather,  sales  manager,  Chicago. 

S.  M.  Stanley,  sales  manager,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Arthur  Keusel,  sales  manager,  Milwaukee.  Wis. 

L.  Ferris,  sales  manager,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

F.  A.  Brahm,  manager  of  bituminous  depart¬ 
ment,  Chicago. 

J.  F.  Comstock,  manager  of  retail  department, 
Chicago. 


Each  had  a  word  to  say  in  appreciation  of  Mr. 
Merryweather,  Sam  Stanley  indulging  in  many 
wise  saws  and  old  proverbs  in  the  course  of  his 
discourse.  Following  the  dinner,  the  entire  party 
attended  “His  Honor  the  Mayor”  at  the  Chicago 
Opera  House. 

Mr.  Merryweather,  as  the  dean  of  the  anthra¬ 
cite  trade  in  the  west  and  the  most  prominent 
factor  in  it,  will  sever  his  connection  with  Coxe 
Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  on  January  first,  after  service 
as  the  executive  head  of  the  western  business 
covering  a  period  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century.  His  business  career  has  been  one  which 
has  been  attended  by  unusual  success,  not  only 
when  judged  by  what  he  has  accomplished  in 
commercial  life,  but  when  considered  from  the 
standpoint  of  the  highest  moral  plane.  Coming 
to  Chicago  a  stranger,  he  erected  a  business  or¬ 
ganization  which  handled  over  a  million  tons  of 
coal  yearly  and  which  extended  to  the  Canadian 
provinces  bordering  on  Lake  Ontario  on  the 
east  and  the  wheat  fields  of  the  Dakotas  and 
Nebraska  on  the  west.  And  in  extending  such 
a  vast  business  to  this  widely  separated  terri¬ 
tory,  the  character  of  Mr.  Merryweather  has  been 
back  of  it.  Everywhere  that  the  company  did 
business  it  was  demonstrated  that  honesty  was 
the  foundation  principle  of  the  man  in  charge 
of  the  commercial  organization ;  that  integrity 
was  more  to,  be  thought  of  than  any  pecuniary 
gain ;  that  character  and  principle  were  fore¬ 
most.  Th!S  was  the  foundation  on  which  Mr. 
Merryweather  built  and  adds  to  the  success  which 
has  attended  his  commercial  efforts. 

Sketch  of  His  Life. 

Mr.  Merryweather  was  born  December  elev¬ 
enth,  1846.  at  Whitby.  England,  and  was  the 
son  of  Dr.  George  Merryweather.  one  of  the 
prominpt  practitioners  of  the  British  isles.  His 
early  life  was  spent  amid  surroundings  of  cul¬ 
ture,  Dr.  ^lerryweather  numbering  among  his 
personal  friends  .such  men  as  Robert  Stevenson. 
Lord  Broughman  and  many  others  eminent  in 
the  affairs  of  the  empire.  Mr.  Merryweather’s 
education  was  at  private  school  until  he  was  four¬ 
teen  years  of  age,  when  on  account  of  financial 
reverses  which  overtook  them,  his  family  rc- 
cepted  the  offer  from  an  uncle,  Algernon  Merry¬ 
weather,  a  civil  engineer,  then  located  at  On¬ 
tonagon,  Mich.,  to  complete  his  education.  This 
uncle  was  well  known  in  the  early  history  of 
ISIichigan,  having  surveyed  what  is  now  known 
as  the  iron  and  copper  region  of  that  state, 
several  rivers  and  localities  in  that  area  having 
been  named  after  him.  In  May,  1861  George 
Merryweather  came  to  this  country,  but  upon 
arriving  at  Detroit  he  learned  of  the  demise  of 
his  uncle,  who  had  passed  away  suddenly,  having 
made  no  provision  for  his  nephew. 

A  boy  of  fourteen,  a  stranger,  and  without 
money,  the  lad  was  thrown  upon  his  own  re¬ 
sources.  He  secured  temporary  work  in  De¬ 
troit,  and  a  short  time  later  went  to  Windsor. 
Ontario,  where  he  remained  until  1862,  when  he 
returned  to  the  “states.”  In  May  of  the  latter 
year,  IMr. 'Merryweather  enlisted  in  the  eleventh 
regiment  of  the  L^nited  States  infantry,  and  dur¬ 
ing  the  war  was  attached  to  the  Fifth  Corps  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  In  September,  1862. 
he  was  assigned  to  Company  E,  of  which  Maj. 
Gen.  John  C.  Bates,  the  present  chief  of  staff 
and  commander  of  the  LMited  States  army,  was 
captain.  The  friendship  between  these  two  men 
which  originated  at  that  time  exists  today, 
warmer  and  closer  than  ever.  Mr.  Merryw'eather 
did  not  leave  the  field  until  the  close  of' the  war 
and  participated  in  all  of  the  principal  battles  in 
which  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  engaged, 
in  all,  including  the  smaller_engagenients,  between 
thirty  and  forty.  On  the  eighth  of  Slay,  1864,  at 
the  age  of  seventeen,  he  was  made  first  sergeant 
of  the  company  at  the  battle  of  Spottsylvania. 
Due  to  the  numerous  casualties  at  various  times 
as  the  war  drew  to  a  close,  he  was  frequently 
in  command  of  the  company,  and  at  the  battle 
of  M’eldon  railroad  he  was  in  command  of  the 
right  wing  of  the  regiment.  At  this  battle  he 
W'as  mentioned  in  the  regimental  report  for  doing 
his  duty. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment 
Mr.  Merryweather  declined  to  re-enlist,  although 
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offered  the  prospect  of  a  commission  in  the  reg¬ 
ular  army.  He  entered  business  life  on  July 
fifth,  1865,  in  the  employ  of  Samuel  Bonnell  at 
his  shipping  docks  at  Elizabethport,  N.  J.  Upon 
the  opening  of  Port  Johnson  in  1866,  he  was 
made  shipping  agent  for  Caldwell,  Conant  &  Co., 
and  afterward  traveling  salesman  for  this  firm. 
He  continued  to  sell  coal  at  wholesale,  with  head¬ 
quarters  in  the  Trinity  building.  New  York  city, 
for  this  company  until  January,  1877,  when  he 
accepted  an  offer  from  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  who  on 
that  date  opened  the  first  office  for  the  sale  of 
their  product  in  New  York  city.  In  1880  Mr. 
Merryweather  was  sent  to  Chicago  to  open  up 
the  western  office  of  this  firm.  They  had  no 
docks  for  the.  shipment  of  anthracite  by  lake 
here  then  and  all  the  coal  was  received  by  rail 
direct  from  the  collieries.  The  anthracite  firms 
in  business  in  that  year  at  Chicago  were  A.  B. 
Meeker  &  Co.,  Robert  Law,  now  S.  C.  Schenck, 
who  represented  J.  Langdon  &  Co.,  and  the 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western;  W.  L.  ^ott 
&  Co.;  J.  L.  Hathaway,  the  Pennsylvania  Coal 
Co.;  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  and  A.  C. 
Brackebush  &  Co.,  who  represented  Boyd,  Stick- 
ney  &  Co.  The  population  of  Chicago  was  530,- 
000  and  Mr.  Merryweather  during  his  business 
career  in  this  city  has  seen  it  quadruple. 

The  first  dock  built  by  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.  on  the 
lakes  was  in  1882  at  Milwaukee,  the  Bridgeport 
dock  in  Chicago  being  built  next  and  the  Cly- 
bourn  dock  following.  The  company  sold  its  coal 
in  the  northwest  to  the  Pioneer  Fuel  Co.,  which 
built  a  dock  at  the  head  of  the  lakes.  Mr.  Merry¬ 
weather  extended  the  business  from  a  local  trade 
at  Chicago  all  through  the  western  states  and  to 
Buffalo  and  the  Canadian  provinces  on  the  east, 
the  territory  allotted  to  him  when  he  took  charge 
of  the  western  agency.  In  addition,  he  has  birlt 
up  a  magnificent  trade  in  the  bituminous  product. 
'I'his  branch  of  the  business  received  its  impetus 
in  1902  during  the  anthracite  .strike.  The  company 
had  facilities  for  doing  a  large  coal  busines.s,  and 
Tilr.  Merryweather  determined  to  utilize  these  in 
order  to  reduce  the  fixed  charges  on  dock  proper¬ 
ties  and  in  connection  with  the  business  when  no 
anthracite  was  available.  Since  then  the  bitumi¬ 
nous  branch  of  the  business  has  susta  ned  a  con¬ 
tinuous  rapid  growth. 

Closely  Identified  with  Chicago  Growth. 

Mr.  Merryweather  has  been  closely  identified 
not  only  with  the  civic  and  commercial  growth 
of  Chicago,  but  also  with  its  social  and  educa¬ 
tional  development.  He  is  a  keen  student,  hav¬ 
ing  one  of  the  finest  private  libraries  in  the  west, 
and  in  addition  is  a  member  of  the  Arnerican 
Institute  of  Mining  Engineers;  the  Numismatic 
and  Archeological  Society  of  New  York  (life 
member)  ;  Bibliophile  Socety  of  Boston ;  Society 
of  Army  of  the  Potomac  (life  member)  ;  West¬ 
ern  Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  (ex¬ 
president)  ;  G.  H.  Thomas  post,  G.  A.  R.,  Clii- 
cago;  Chicago  Historical  Society  (executive  com¬ 
mitteeman  and  chairman  of  the  library  commit¬ 
tee)  ;  Chicago  River  Improvement  Association 
(treasurer  and  member  of  the  executive  com¬ 
mittee)  ;  Citizens’  Association  (member  of  the 
executive  committee)  ;  St.  Luke’s  hospital  (trus¬ 
tee),  and  was  vestryman  and  treasurer  of  St. 
James’  M.  E.  church  for  a  number  of  years, 
until  he  removed  to  Highland  Park. 

In  addition,  Mr.  Merryweather  is  a  member  of 
the  Chicago,  the  Merchants,  the  Church  and  the 
Onwentsia  clubs  in  Chicago.  He  is  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Caxton  club  of  this  city,  having  served 
as  president  in  1900  and  1901,  being  re-elected  to 
this  position  again  in  1904  and  1905.  Ele  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Grolier  club.  New  York  city; 
the  Minnesota  club,  in  St.  Paul,  and  the  Mil¬ 
waukee  club,  in  Milwaukee. 

Mr.  Merryweather  has  had  a  singularly  active 
life,  both  in  connection  with  the  business  of 
Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.  and  as  a  private  citizen,  en¬ 
deavoring  to  do  what  he  could  to  benefit  hu¬ 
manity.  W^hile  he  will  step  down  from  his 
present  position  on  January  first,  it  seems  as¬ 
sured  that  he  will  not  relinquish  active  business 
duties  for  any  long  period.  Possibly  he  may  take 
a  short  vacation,  but  The  Black  Diamond  ven¬ 
tures  the  prediction  that  he  has  been  too  active 
and  takes  too  great  an  interest  in  commercial 
affairs  to  remain  out  of  the  harness  for  any  great 
length  of  time.  It  is  only  fair  to  say,  however, 
that  Mr.  Merryweather  has  as  yet  made  no  plans 
for  the  future. 


Henry  E.  Weaver,  president  of  the  Henry  E. 
Weaver  Coal  Co.,  Railway  Exchange,  Chicago, 
and  identified  with  the  Weaver  Coal  &  Coke  Co., 
of  Tennessee,  passed  away  at  his  home  in  Chi¬ 
cago  last  Sunday  as  a  result  of  apoplexy.  The 
stroke  was  instantaneous  and  came  without  the 
slightest  warning,  Mr.  Weaver  licing  stricken 
Sunday  afternoon  while  he  was  with  his  family. 

Sunday  morning,  according  to  his  custom,  he 
arose  early  and  went  for  a  drive,  later  attending 
the  Kenwood  Evangelical  church,  of  which  he 
was  a  member.  After  church  he  took  another 
drive  and  at  1 :3{)  had  dinner  with  his  family. 
About  an  hour  later,  after  the  last  course  had 
been  served,  he  fell  back  dead  in  his  chair.  Mr. 


Weaver  frequently  had  expressed  the  hope  in  life 
that  death  would  come  to  him  suddenly,  and 
his  wish  was  fulfilled.  The  funeral  was  held 
Wednesday  afternoon  of  this  week  from  the  late 
residence,  4742  Drexel  boulevard.  Chicago,  and 
was  attended  by  a  large  number  of  close  personal 
and  social  friends.  _  _ 

In  addition  to  being  president  of  the  Henry  E. 
Weaver  Coal  Co.,  and  the  Weaver  Coal  &  Coke 
Co.,  Mr.  Weaver  was  interested  in  other  lines 
of  business.  He  was  a  stockholder  in  the  Con¬ 
sumers’  Pure  Ice  Co.,  of  Chicago,  having  been 
a  member  of  the  executive  board  of  the_  corpora¬ 
tion  at  various  times.  Other  interests  with  which 
he  was  identified  were  the  West  Pullman  Land 
Association  and  the  East  Chicago  Iron  &  Steel 
Co.  He  was  formerly  interested  in  the  Maryland 
Smokeless  Coal  Co.  and  the_  Weaver  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  which  was  merged  into  the  Manufac¬ 
turers’  Fuel  Co.  about  a  year  ago. 

In  addition  to  his  business  interests,  Mr. 
Weaver  was  also  identified  with  the  movement  to 


establish  free  bathing  beaches  at  Chicago,  re¬ 
garding  this  as  a  practical  charity  of  the  high¬ 
est  importance  as  affording  opportunity  for  the 
middle  and  poorer  classes  to  take  advantage  of 
the  bounties  of  Lake  Michigan.  He  also  donated 
three  medals  annually  to  be  awarded  for  heroic 
life-saving  in  Chicago  waters,  the  fourth  annual 
award  having  been  made  recently. 

Mr.  Weaver  came  from  the  easti  having  been 
born  in  Niagara  county.  New  York.  His  boy¬ 
hood  days  were  spent  at  Lockport,  in  that  state, 
and  in  1875  he  was  graduated  from  the  Lockport 
high  school,  immediately  entering  Yale  univer¬ 
sity.  In  1881  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Chi¬ 
cago.  and  soon  afterward  became  identified  with 


the  coal  trade.  In  1895  the  Weaver  Coal  Co.  was 
organized,  being  succeeded  in  1902  by  the  Weaver 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  with  a  capital  of  ^3,000,000. 
A  number  of  prominent  western  capitalists  were 
identified  with  this  company.  Mr.  Weaver  was 
succeeded  as  president  of  this  corporation^  by 
C.  S.  Roberts,  and  after  disposing  of  his  holdings 
in  it  he  formed  the  Henry  E.  Weaver  Coal  Co., 
doing  largely  a  wholesale  coal  business.  A  year 
ago  he  became  interested  in  coal  produced  near 
Waldensia.  Tenn.,  and  with  capitalists  from  that 
state  and  St.  Louis  was  preparing  to  enlarge  the 
sphere  of  his  operations,  having  formed  a  cor- 
I)oration  with  a  capital  of  $1,000,000  to  develop 
coal  and  coke  properties  along  the  line  of  the 
Tennessee  Central  railroad. 

In  1880  he  was  married  to  Miss  Addie  E. 
Guthrie,  daughter  of  Warded  Guthrie,  of  Chi¬ 
cago.  A  widow  and  four  children  survive  him, 
the  latter  being  Mrs.  M.  B.  Wells,  Lawrence  G. 
Weaver,  Carolyn  Weaver,  and  Hamilton  P. 
Weaver,  all  residents  of  Chicago. 
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Western  General  and  Personal  Notes 


S.  M.  Stanley,  sales  agent  of  Coxe  Bros.  & 
Co.,  Inc.,  at  Buffalo,  New  York,  was  in  Chicago 
the  early  part  of  the  week  on  a  business  trip. 

George  Merryweather,  general  western  agent 
of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  the  Rookery,  Chicago, 
has  returned  from  a  business  trip  to  Philadelphia. 

W.  S.  Noble,  now  identified  with  important 
coal  and  railroad  interests  in  New  York  city,  was 
in  Chicago  during  the  week  on  a  business  trip 
and  called  upon  a  number  of  his  former  friends 
in  the  coal  trade. 

L.  M.  Hammond,  president  of  the  L.  M.  Ham¬ 
mond  Coal  Co.,  Plymouth  building,  Chicago,  left 
Tuesday  to  spend  the  holidays  with  an  old  friend 
who  is  spending  the  winter  in  a  houseboat  on 
Core  sound,  Pamlico  bay.  North  Carolina. 

The  Sangamon  Mine  Owners’  Association,  an 
organization  of  the  coal  operators  in  Sangamon 
county.  Ill.,  will  hold  its  annual  banquet  at  the 
St.  Nicholas  hotel  in  Springfield  December  thir¬ 
tieth.  There  will  be  a  program  of  vocal  and 
instrumental  musical  numbers  and  several  re¬ 
sponses  to  toasts.  David  Ross,  secretary  of  the 
labor  commission,  will  preside  as  toastmaster. 

Capt.  De  Forest  Pomeroy,  identified  with  the 
western  coal  trade  for  nearly  a  dozen  years,  left 
Chicago  Wednesday  evening  of  this  week,  for 
Washington,  D.  C,  where,  with  Mrs.  Pomeroy,  he 
will  make  his  home  during  the  winter.  Captain 
Pomeroy  has  been  suffering  from  rheumatism, 
which  attacked  him  last  summer,  but  is  recover¬ 
ing.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pomeroy  expect  to  return  to 
Chicago  in  the  spring. 

Edward  I.  Foster,  formerly  identified  with  the 
coal  producing  industry  of  Iowa,  has  accepted  a 
position  as  general  manager  of  the  Midland  Coal 
Co.,  with  headquarters  at  Central  City,  Ky.,  and 
has  entered  upon  his  new  duties.  The  company 


is  about  to  develop  several  mines  and  build  a 
railroad  in  that  field.  Mr.  Foster  is  well  known 
in  western  operating  circles  and  has  a  wide  circle 
of  friends.  He  has  been  identified  with  the  coal 
industry  for  the  past  twenty-seven  years. 

The  E.  A.  Conway  Coal  Co.,  Sioux  City,  Iowa, 
is  expanding  its  facilities  in  that  city  to  a  ma¬ 
terial  extent  in  order  to  keep  up  with  its  con¬ 
stantly  growing  business.  The  company  is  build¬ 
ing  a  new  coal  shed  on  the  Illinois  Central  tracks 
50  by  150  feet  and  will  be  ready  to  utilize  the 
new  yard  within  a  short  time.  This  is  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  other  yard  of  the  company  located  on 
the  Chicago,  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha  rail¬ 
road,  which  covers  an  entire  block.  With  its  new 
facilities  the  company  will  carry  a  much  larger 
stock  than  formerly,  the  rapid  growth  of  Sioux 
City  warranting  the  increase  in  its  facilities. 

Captain  Conard,  for  the  past  twenty-two  years 
shipping  agent  on  the  great  lakes  at  Buffalo,  was 
in  Chicago  this  week  on  his  first  trip  westward 
for  a  number  of  years.  Captain  Conard  has  been 
identified  with  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.  during  the  pe¬ 
riod  mentioned,  but  on  January  first  with  the  ab¬ 
sorption  by  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.,  his  res¬ 
ignation  will  become  effective.  He  began  his 
connection  with  the  coal  industry  in  1869,  and 
for  several  years  prior  was  identified  with  various 
eastern  coal  roads.  During  his  connection  with 
Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.  he  has  been  located  at  Buffalo 
continuously.  He  has  made  no  definite  plans  for 
the  future. 

Henry  Phillips,  coal  operator  and  box  car 
loader  manufacturer  of  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  was  in 
his  Chicago  office  in  the  Old  Colony  building 
this  week.  He  reports  business  good  in  all  de¬ 
partments.  The  mines  of  the  Phillips  Fuel  Co., 
of  which  he  is  the  leading  stockholder,  have 
worked  full  time  all  this  year.  The  company  is 
now  sinking  a  new  shaft  at  Rutledge,  Iowa,  to 


be  known  as  No.  7.  A  large  company  store- 
building  has  just  been  completed  and  a  force  of 
carpenters  has  been  engaged  all  summer  in  erect¬ 
ing  miners’  houses.  Mr.  Phillips  says  that  the 
box  car  loader  business  has  never  before  been 
so  good  as  it  is  at  present.  The  Ottumwa  Box 
Car  Loader  Co.  has  booked  orders  during  the 
past  sixty  days  for  nineteen  loaders,  including 
two  dock  loaders.  The  bridge,  structural  iron 
work  and  steel  tipple  department  of  the  com¬ 
pany’s  factory  is  working  overtime.  With  his 
varied  interests  Mr.  Phillips  is  ke_pt  very  busy. 

J-  S.  Van  Epps,  the  well-known  coal  shipper 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  is  now  at  Trevorton,  Pa., 
where  he  has  been  with  the  members  of  his  fam¬ 
ily  since  October  first,  looking  after  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  property  of  the  Trevorton  Coal  Land 
Co.,  m  which  he  is  one  of  the  leading  stockhold- 
crs.  The  company  is  developing  three  tunnels 
for  bringing  out  coal  and  is  making  rapid  prog¬ 
ress  in  opening  up  the  property.  Mr.  Van  Epps 
has  identified  himself  with  local  interests  at 
Trevorton,  recently  appearing  at  the  opera  house, 
where  a  musicale  was  given,  in  a  humorous  mono- 
lo^e.  Other  members  of  his  family  also  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  program. 

It  is  probable  that  the  recent  reduction  in 
freight  rates  ordered  by  the  railroad  and  ware¬ 
house  commission  of  Illinois,  will  have  no  effect 
on  coal  freight  rates  after  all.  The  matter  has 
been  taken  up  by  the  general  freight  agents  of 
the  various  rail  lines  with  a  view  to  securing  an 
exemption  from  the  ruling  on  car-lot  shipments. 
It  is  understood  that  the  railroad  and  warehouse 
commission  is  ready  to  grant  this  exemption,  but 
that  arguments  will  be  had  at  Springfield  on  De¬ 
cember  twenty-eighth.  Under  this  ruling  all  coal 
shipments  would  continue  at  the  tariff  rates  pre¬ 
viously  in  force,  no  matter  whether  they  were  to 
through  points  or  between  local  points  in  the 
state. 


Eastern.  General  and  Personal  Notes. 


Charles  E.  Lester,  New  York  manager  of  the 
W.  C.  Mason  Co.,  spent  several  days  of  this  week 
at  the  mines. 

Charles  F.  Davies,  of  Davies  Bros..  New  York, 
coal  dealers  at  the  foot  of  east  Thirty-seventh 
street,  is  suffering  from  a  carbuncle  on  his  leg, 
which  confines  him  to  his  home  temporarily. 

S.  B.  Elkins  Jr.,  general  manager  of  sales  of 
the  Elkins  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  New  York,  left  on 
Saturday  of  last  week,  accompanied  by  several 
of  his  friends,  for  North  Carolina  on  a  hunting 
trip.  He  will  return  to  Washington  before 
Christmas  in  order  to  be  with  his  parents  over 
the  holidays. 

Hugh  Kirby,  salesman  of  the  Morrisdale  Coal 
Co.,  at  New  York,  has  tendered  his  resignation, 
to  take  effect  at  the  end  of  the  year.  He  has 
recently  acquired  an  inter-yst  in  the  George’s  Creek 
Fuel  Co.,  of  Maryiana,  of  wnich  he  is  president, 
and  will  in  the  future  devote  his  time  to  handling 
George’s  Creek  coal,  produced  by  the  company. 

Characteristic  of  the  aggressive  management  of 
the  Powelton  Barge  Co.,  New  York,  known  in 
the  coal  trade  as  the  Pennant  Line,  with  its  en¬ 
sign  of  blue  and  white  designating  the  ownership 
of  a  large  fleet  of  boats  in  the  harbor,  a  desk 
calendar  of  heavy  green  cardboard  has  just  been 
issued.  It  is  printed  in  gold.  A  thermometer 
is  also  attached. 

T.  A.  Thompson,  who  for  many  years  has  been 
identified  with  the  Morrisdale  Coal  Co.,  New 
York,  suffered  from  a  stroke  of  paralysis,  affect¬ 
ing  his  left  side,  while  at  his  apartment  at  Bret- 
ton  Hall  in  this  city  on  Monday  morning.  A 
more  recent  report  of  his  condition  is  that  his 
illness  is  quite  serious  and  he  is  likely  to  be 
confined  for  some  time. 

Daniel  F.  Connor,  sales  agent  of  Whitney  & 
Kemmerer,  at  New  York,  left  on  Thursday  of 
this  week  for  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  to  spend  a 
week  in  recreation  with  Mrs.  Connor  and  his 
daughter.  It  is  seldom  Mr.  Connor  leaves  busi- 
ness  to  take  a  vacation  except  at  Christmas  time. 


when  he  has  made  it  a  custom  to  take  a  brief 
rest  from  the  strenuous  activities  of  the  year. 

Henry  E.  Reilly,  for  many  years  sales  agent 
and  general  manager  of  the  Frank  Miller  coal 
interests  in  Connecticut,  has  gone  into  the  con¬ 
tacting  business  at  Bridgeport  in  that  state.  He 
He  has  just  secured  a  ten-year  contract  with 
that  city  for  the  removal  of  garbage  and  dead 
animals,  the  firm  name  to  be  Reilly  &  King.  He 
expects  to  re-enter  the  coal  trade  in  the  spring. 

Among  the  first  in  the  trade  to  issue  new  cal¬ 
endars  for  the  year  1906  is  the  Skeele  Coal  Co., 
143  Liberty  street,  New  York.  This  was  sent 
out  during  the  past  week.  The  calendar  is  in  a 
variety  of  bright  colors  and  contains  a  very 
striking  picture.  The  cardboard  on  which  it  is 
mounted  is  entirely  in  red,  with  dates  and  reading 
matter  in  black.  The  attractive  feature  is  an 
Indian  chief,  dressed  in  his  native  costume,  sit¬ 
ting  on  a  rock  with  a  rifle  across  his  knees, 
ready  for  action. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Retail  Coal  Ex¬ 
change  of  New  York  city,  held  at  its  building  on 
Friday  night,  the  old  officers  were  re-elected  to 
serve  during  the  year  1906,  and  are  as  follows: 
Henry  Brennich,  president;  Grove  D.  Curtis,  first 
vice-president ;  George  Eltz,  second  vice-presi¬ 
dent;  John  Rodenburd,  treasurer;  A.  F.  Keckeis- 
son,  secretary.  Three  trustees  of  the  exchange 
whose  time  had  expired  were  re-elected  to  serve 
two  more  years.  They  are  Wm.  Brennan,  D.  O. 
Haaren  and  Charles  F.  Davies.  The  report  of 
the  trustees  was  to  the  effect  that  the  building 
of  the  exchange  was  now  supporting  itself  by 
rentals  and  it  is  expected  that  receipts  will  show 
a  constant  increase  as  the  property  increases  in 
value.  _  The  treasurer,  reported  an  even  balance, 
which  is  gratifying,  as  the  earnings  of  the  build¬ 
ing  have  for  many  years  been  showing  a  deficit. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Coal  Merchants’ 
Association  of  New  York  was  held  at  the  Coal 
Exchange  building  on  Monday  night,  December 
eleventh.  The  principal  business  of  the  meeting 
was  the  reading  of  the  reports  of  the  commis¬ 


sioners,  and  of  the  executive  committee,  after 
which  the  election  of  the  general  committee  for 
the  year  1906  took  place.  The  selection  was  as 
follows:  M.  F.  Burns,  G.  D.  Curtis,  J.  G.  Her¬ 
bert,  Frederick  Rheinfrank,  Olin  J.  Stephens, 
James  Thedford,  W.  H.  Trimmer,  John  H, 
Meyer,  John  Greime,  J.  W,  Beilis,  William  Bren- 
nan,  John  H,  Busch,  H.  H,  Cording,  C.  Cadmus, 
Wm.  H.  Darth,  C.  F.  Davies,  W.  A.  Leonard, 
George  Eltz.  George  Etzel,  Robert  Gordon, 
Thomas  F.  Farrell,  W.  H.  I^mmers,  G.  Robit- 
zek,  F.  P.  Sperry  and  W.  F.  Weber.  Following 
the  election.  President  Stephens  called  for  an 
expression  of  the  opinion  as  to  the  condition  of 
trade  and  the  benefits  derived  from  the  organiza¬ 
tion,  to  which  there  was  a  ready  response  by 
the  members,  who  highly  commended  the  com¬ 
missioner  and  executive  committee  as  to  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  the  affairs  of  the  association  had 
been  conducted,  resulting  in  many  benefits  to  the 
trade.  The  commissioner  in  his  report  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  members  the  importance  of 
their  demanding  interest  on  all  accounts  out¬ 
standing  over  thirty  days.  It  is  demonstrated 
that  heavy  losses  in  some  instances  are  sustained 
by  dealers  permitting  of  long  credit,  which  is 
unnecessary,  and  can  only  tend  to  create  a  custom 
that  will  be  of  injury  to  the  trade.  An  instance 
was  cited  where  a  merchant  doing  a  business  of 
about  20,000  tons  annually  increased  his  net  earn¬ 
ings  approximately  $400  by  this  system  of  credits. 
In  another  case,  where  the  volume  of  business 
was  close  to  100,000  tons,  the  saving  showed 
$1,500  per  year.  Coal  merchants  are  too  much 
inclined,  through  fear  of  competition  and  the 
possible  loss  of  a  customer,  to  stand  firm  on  the 
terms  of  sale,  often  extending  credit  with  the 
e.xcuse  that  the  amount  is  small  and  the  cus¬ 
tomer  good,  which  in  the  aggregate  not  only 
amounts  to  more  than  he  should  lose  each  year, 
but  deprives  his  business  of  dignity  and  stand- 
The  report  also  touched  upon  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  incorporating  the  association  with 
amendments  to  the  constitution  and  by-laws  that 
would  be  essential  in  adopting  some  new  features 
introduced. 
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THE  BLACK  DIAMOND 


Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
New  York,  Dec.  21. 

Notwithstanding  that  the  weather  has  been  mild 
since  the  early  part  of  the  month,  the  demand 
for  anthracite  continues  to  be  the  most  active 
that  has  prevailed  since  the  opening  of  the  fall 
and  winter  season.  Requirements  for  all  sizes 
are  heavy  and  orders  on  certain  domestic  grades 
are  accumulating  to  such  an  extent  that  the  coal 
is  not  available  for  shipment  from  the  collieries. 
In  some  instances  shippers  are  buying  or  are 
exchanging  with  each  other  those  descriptions 
which  can  be  traded  to  advantage  in  order  that 
they  may  take  care  of  their  most  urgent  busi¬ 
ness.  While  the  movement  of  anthracite  is  fairly 
heavy  to  tide-water  distributing  points,  there  are 
no  indications  of  any  surplus  at  any  of  these 
ports.  The  demand  for  stove,  chestnut  and  the 
finer  grades  shows  a  marked  activity,  and  even 
after  shipping  companies  utilize  all  of  their  re¬ 
sources  they  are  unable  to  meet  it.  Egg  coal  is 
the  only  grade  of  which  there  is  a  sufficient  ton¬ 
nage  to  meet  all  requirements.  Stocks  of  this 
description  apparently  are  light.  _  Considerable 
quantities  of  coal  are  continually  being  withdrawn 
from  storage  pockets  to  meet  the  demand,  al¬ 
though  this  applies  more  particularly  to  the  steam 
sizes,  which  seem  to  be  in  active  request,  un¬ 
doubtedly  for  the  purpose  of  accumulating  some 
surplus  stocks  in  the  hands  of  consumers.  While 
authoritative  statistics  are  lacking  as  to  the 
amount  of  coal  withdrawn  from  storage  during 
the  past  sixty  days,  it  is  estimated  to  have  been 
from  50,000  to  100,000  tons.  It  was  only  with¬ 
drawn  where  the  buying  demand  was  so  urgent 
it  was  felt  necessary  that  it  should  be  supplied. 

Active  Demand  for  All-Rail  Coal. 

The  demand  for  all-rail  anthracite  is  un¬ 
changed  from  the  conditions  which  have  char¬ 
acterized  this  trade  for  three  or  four  months 
past.  Car  supply  is  a  factor,  and  owing  to  the 
inability  to  obtain  cars  for  movement  on  foreign 
roads,  many  buyers  are  urging  that  shipments 
be  made  to  them.  No  improvement  of  any  im¬ 
portance  is  anticipated  until  after  the  turn  of  the 
year  at  the  earliest.  The  future  is  very  uncer¬ 
tain  as  to  transportation,  due  to  the  likelihood 
of  bad  weather  and  heavy  storms.  The  shortage 
of  cars  at  the  collieries  has  not  improved  to  any 
marked  extent,  due  to  the  close  of  lake  naviga¬ 
tion,  although  it  had  been  anticipated  that  some 
relief  might  be  obtained  from  this  source.  All 
freight  traffic  on  the  main  line  roads  continues 
to  be  heavy.  The  constant  strain  on  the  equip¬ 
ment  and  motive  power,  due  to  the  irnmense  ton¬ 
nage  which  it  is  necessary  to  handle,  is  being  felt 
to  some  extent  now  and  is  reducing  the  efficiency 
of  transportation  facilities.  Considering  all  of 
the  circumstances  pertaining  to  the  market,  and 
taking  into  consideration  those  which  reasonably 
may  be  expected  in  mid-winter,  the  producing 
companies  are  inclined  to  the  belief  that  the 
market  will  be  active  until  April  first,  unless,  of 
course,  the  weather  during  January  and  February 
should  be  unusually  mild.  That  is  the  only  factor 


which  would  have  a  tendency  to  curtail  consump¬ 
tion  and  create  dullness. 

There  have  been  no  developments  of  a  definite 
nature  yet  as  to  the  result  of  the  miners’  conven¬ 
tion  at  Shamokin  last  week.  The  impression, 
however,  seems  to  prevail  that  officers  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  miners’  union  are  showing  a  more 
conciliatory  attitude  than  prevailed  earlier  in  the 
year.  It  is  not  regarded  as  impossible  that  the 
labor  situation  may  be  amicably  adjusted  if  the 
union  will  forego  recognition.  It  is  certain  that 
a  strike  on  April  first  among  the  anthracite  min¬ 
ers  would  not  meet  with  the  support  of  the  pub¬ 
lic.  Newspaper  discussion  shows  that  wages  are 
regarded  as  high,  the  hours  of  labor  are  short 
and  the  general  condition  of  the  employes  is  as 
good  as  elsewhere. 

Shipments  to  coastwise  points  in  the  east  and 
to  the  nearby  ports  are  quite  heavy,  but  at  the 
same  time  buyers  in  most  instances  are  urging 
for  additional  tonnage.  This  territory,  which  C9n- 
stitutes  one  of  the  largest  markets  for  anthracite, 
shows  by  its  increased  requirements  the  rapid 
growth  of  population  which  has  occurred.  Its 
power  to  absorb  coal  is  remarkable  and  the  best 
feature  in  this  connection  is  that  it  will  continue 
to  develop  year  after  year,  anthracite  being  the 
most  popular  fuel  for  domestic  use  particularly, 
and  in  some  instances  for  steam  use,  of  any  that 
can  be  shipped. 

Steam  sizes  of  anthracite  continues  to  be  ex¬ 
ceedingly  active,  the  demand  from  all  sources 
being  unprecedented.  Most  of  the  finer  grades 
practically  are  out  of  the  market,  while  “private” 
producers  are  securing  a  premium  of  ten  to  fif¬ 
teen  cents  a  ton  for  any  spot  coal  which  they 
may  have  to  offer.  Pea  coal  is  scarce  and  the 
tonnage  available  is  not  up  to  the  requirements 
indicated  by  the  orders  received. 

Broad  Market  for  Bituminous. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  bituminous  demand  con¬ 
tinues  on  a  broad  basis,  the  predominating  fea¬ 
ture  being  the  rapid  absorption  of  all  descrip¬ 
tions  available.  In  one  or  two  instances,  at  local 
points,  a  slight  weakening  in  prices  has  been 
noted  this  week,  but  this  has  been  localized  and 
does  not  affect  the  situation  generally.  As  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  fact,  it  is  regarded  as  temporary,  due  to 
the  open  weather  which  has  prevailed  so  far  this 
season.  While  this  latter  condition  has  contrib- 
’  uted  a  feeling  of  slight  easiness,  it  has  helped 
the  coal  situation  materially,  permitting  the  trans¬ 
portation  companies  to  get  a  larger  tonnage  for¬ 
ward  and  consumers  to  accumulate  some  coal  in 
their  storage  bins.  Every  effort  has  been  rnade 
to  furnish  all  of  the  coal  required,  the  only  limi¬ 
tation  having  been  the  restriction  caused  by  the 
shortage  of  cars,  and  in  a  lesser  degree  efficiency 
in  transportation. 

Some  additional  export  business  has  been  re¬ 
ported  as  placed  with  commission  houses,  but 
both  the  price  of  coal  and  vessel  freight  rates 
are  too  high  to  permit  its  acceptance.  There  is 
no  disposition  on  the  part  of  producers  to  accept 
such  business,  except  at  current  prices,  owing  tc 
inability  to  secure  car  equipment.  This  condition 


also  applies  in  the  general  trade.  Contractors 
are  endeavoring  to  secure  additional  tonnage  un¬ 
der  their  obligations,  but  the  producing  cornpa- 
nies  maintain  that  if  they  were  to  accept  this  it 
would  require  more  equipment  than  is  available. 
They  are  only  inclined,  therefore,  to  take  on  such 
business  as  pay  the  higher  prices  based  on  the 
spot  market.  In  some  instances  orders  from  all¬ 
rail  buyers  are  being  given  preference  against 
tide-water  ports,  the  former  giving  a  larger  net 
return  to  the  operating  companies.  It  is  antici¬ 
pated  on  the  part  of  producers  that  there  will  be 
a  better  car  supply  in  the  east,  as  the  rolling  stock 
in  service  to  lake  ports  is  diverted.  Thus  far  no 
change  of  any  importance  has  occurred,  although 
the  outlook  is  somewhat  more  encouraging  than 
it  was,  and  it  is  expected  the  situation  will  be 
relieved,  at  least  to  a  slight  extent,  after  the  holi¬ 
days.  This  is  the  encouraging  feature.  On  the 
other  hand  there  may  be  some  features  which 
will  prove  discouraging.  The  continuous  service 
of  motive  power  under  a  heavy  strain  for  many 
months  undoubtedly  would  result  in  lack  of  effi¬ 
ciency  if  there  are  heavy  storms  in  mid-winter. 

Market  Is  on  Healthy  Basis. 

The  situation,  taking  into  consideration  all  the 
details,  is  healthy.  There  are  no  stocks  of  coal 
at  any  of ’the  loading  ports,  and  in  fact  vessels 
are  frequently  obliged  to  wait  for  the  coal  to 
arrive.  Trade  in  the  far  east  is  calling  for  a 
larger  tonnage,  although  the  quantity  of  coal  being 
shipped  to  that  territory  is  of  large  proportions. 
This  coal  is  being  rapidly  absorbed  as  soon  as 
it  reaches  discharging  ports.  Apparently  there 
is  a  greater  consumption  in  this  territory  than 
normal.  Some  delays  in  discharging  cargoes  are 
still  reported  in  eastern  ports  and  in  many  in¬ 
stances  it  is  difficult  to  unload  vessels  in  time  to 
avoid  demurrage  from  accruing.  This  is  espe¬ 
cially  true  where  there  have  been  delays  in  load¬ 
ing,  the  latter  applying  against  the  free  time 
alongside  after  the  vessel  is  berthed  for  dis¬ 
charge. 

At  the  sound  ports  trade  is  unusually  active 
and  buyers  are  not  receiving  the  tonnage  desired. 
In  some  instances  of  distress  they  have  been 
obliged  to  go  outside  of  their  contracts  and  pur¬ 
chase  in  the  open  market.  New  York  harbor 
quotations  are  slightly  lower,  but  this  has  had  no 
general  effect  on  the  market.  The  figures  now 
being  obtained  range  at  $2.75@2.85  on  ordinary 
grades  of  steam  coal,  f.  o.  b.  the  shipping  ports. 
In  the  all-rail  trade  current  quotations  are  $1.50 
@2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mines,  according  to  quality  and 
needs  of  the  buyer.  Of  course,  these  prices  ap¬ 
ply  on  free  coal  purchased  in  the  open  market. 

Transportation  is  about  up  to  schedule  time, 
and  can  be  classed  as  good.  In  the  coastwise  ves¬ 
sel  market  owners  of  large  vessels  insist  upon  a 
strict  observance  of  the  loading  and  discharging 
clause  in  their  charters.  On  this  basis  we  quote 
current  freight  rates  from  Philadelphia  as  fol¬ 
lows;  Boston,  Salem  and  Portland,  80c;  sound 
ports,  70@75c;  Lynn  and  Newburyport,  $1.10; 
Portsmouth,  85c;  New  York  to  around  the  cape, 
65@75c.  Lighter  draft  vessels  command  higher 
rates,  according  to  the  urgency  of  the  shipment. 
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Market  ^ews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  21.— (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — Lake  shipping  for  the  season  of  1905  is 
now  closed  and  the  results  of  the  year’s  business 
is  recorded.  While  the  one  just  ended  has  been 
to  all  appearances  a  most  active  season,  it  is 
found  on  making  comparisons  that  there  has  been 
a  shrinkage  of  business  from  the  previous  year 
of  something  like  100,000  tons.  The  real  short¬ 
age  is  102,155  tons.  Car  shortage  has  been  the 
contributing  cause  to  the  decrease  in  business. 
Orders  throughout  the  season  have  been  even 
more  active  than  last  year,  and  when  there  wtre 
no  direct  orders  to  fill,  the  principal  companies 
have  improved  the  time  to  stock  their  company 
docks  at  upper  lake  ports,  so  that  if  transporta¬ 
tion  facilities  on  the  railroads  had  been  what  was 
desired,  the  amount  of  lake  forwarding  would 
have  represented  a  considerably  higher  figure. 


During  the  early  part  of  the  season  shipping 
was  fairly  even,  but  later  it  became  uncertain, 
owing  to  inability  to  get  the  coal  forward  from 
the  collieries.  In  November  the  situation  grew 
easier  and  a  total  of  424,687  tons  was  cleared. 


Monthly  Anthracite  Shipments. 


The  following  figures  show  the  total  monthly 


shipments  for  the  year  1905 ; 
Month. 

April  . 

May  . 

June  . 

July  . 

August  . 

September  . 

October  . 

November  . 

December  . 


Tons. 

333,482 

216,788 

318,040 

373,636 

382,000 

344,000 

227,655 

424,687 

165,176 


Total 


2.786,362 


Total  monthly  shipments  in  1904  were  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 


Month. 

Tons. 

'Tiiiv  . 

.  351,801 

.  393,305 

.  472,549 

Total . 2,877,617 

Buffalo  coal  men  regret  to  learn  of  the  sudden 
death  of  Henry  E.  Weaver,  the  well  known  coal 
man  of  Chicago,  intelligence  of  which  was 
brought  to  this  city  on  Monday.  Mr.  Weaver  had 
Ucen  a  frequent  visitor  to  Buffalo  and  had  made 
many'  friends  here. 
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For  the  season,  the  total  shipments  of  the 
five  principal  companies,  by  lake  out  of  Buffalo, 
amounted  to  2,751,431  tons,  distributed  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 


Company.  Tons. 

Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western . 1,144,811 

Lehigh  Valley  .  579,401 

Philadelphia  &  Reading .  276,639 

Williams  &  Peters  .  624,818 

Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc .  226,262 


Total . 2,751,431 


1  he  balance  of  the  season’s  shipments  was 
made  up  of  small  individual  cargoes  to  Port  Col- 
borne  and  other  similar  ports. 

Henry  H.  Dithmcr,  manager  of  tlie  Polar  Ice 
&  Fuel  Co.,  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  was  a  visitor 
to  Buffalo  this  week. 

Retail  Demand  Fairly  Steady. 

Local  retail  trade  holds  up  remarkably  well, 
notwithstanding  the  great  amount  of  mild  weather 
recorded  during  December,  but  requests  for  ship¬ 
ments  on  line  orders  have  not  been  so  urgent  as 
earlier  in  the  season.  It  is  anticipated,  however, 
that  with  the  first  blast  from  Old  Boreas’  trum¬ 
pet,  the  telephone  and  telegraph  wires  will  at 
once  be  brought  into  requisition,  and  everybody 
will  want  to  be  first  in  receiving  deliveries.  Sales 
agents  have  welcomed  the  respite,  for  the  car 
situation  is  still  an  unsolved  problem,  and  there 
is  little  apparent  relief  to  be  expected  until  after 
the  holidays. 

That  the_  western  trade  is  still  imperfectly  sup¬ 
plied  is  evident  from  the  urgent  letters  received 
here  for  the  smaller  sizes  of  anthracite.  The 
short  supply  of  chestnut  continues,  and  consum¬ 
ers  in  some  sections  apparently  are  becoming  des¬ 


perate,  but  the  condition  is  one  over  which  the 
sales  agents  and  shippers  have  no  control.  This 
scarcity  of  chestnut  coal  has  made  the  market 
for  pea  stronger  than  at  any  previous  time  in 
the  history  of  the  local  trade. 

Anticipate  Stronger  Bituminous  Market. 

There  are  practically  no  changes  in  the  bitumi¬ 
nous  market,  prices  remaining  firm  at  figures 
quoted  in  recent  letters.  With  the  approach  of 
the  holiday  season,  however,  the  miners  are  be¬ 
coming  indifferent  and  the  work  at  the  mines 
will  be  light  until  the  New  Year  holiday  is  past. 
Partial  cessation  of  work  at  the  mines  gives  a 
lessened  output  and  the  local  dealers  anticipate 
an  even  stronger  market  as  a  result. 

December  shipping  was  light,  but  vessel  owners 
received  good  carrying  prices.  Four  cargoes  were 
cleared  after  December  ninth,  the  close  of  the 
insurance  season,  the  carriers  taking  chances  of 
loss.  In  these  closing  consignments  Chicago  re¬ 
ceives  9,800  tons,  Racine  3,000,  and  Toledo  1,500 
tons. 

Among  the  week’s  visitors  were  II.  C.  Burkett, 
general  manager  of  the  Acme  Coal  Mining  Co., 
Greensburg,  Pa.;  F.  D.  Miller,  Keystone  Coal  & 
Coke  Co. ;  J.  R.  Eisman,  Acme  Coal  Mining  Co. ; 
W.  P.  Bonney,  general  agent  of  the  Pittsburg  & 
Erie  Gas  &  Coal  Co.,  and  Ira  E.  Bixler,  general 
agent  of  the  Iron  City  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  of 
Pittsburg. 

The  death  is  announced  of  John  J.  Trench,  a 
popular  retail  dealer  at  Ithaca,  N.  Y. 

William  T.  Roberts,  sales  agent  for  Williams 
&  Peters,  returned  from  an  extended  western 
trip  on  Wednesday. 


Coal  Market  Conditions  at  Baltimore 


Baltimore,  Md.,  Dec.  21.— {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  mild  manner  in  which  the 
present  winter  has  been  inaugurated,  while  hav¬ 
ing  its  disadvantages  to  the  coal  man,  is  taken 
by  coal  shippers  as  a  favorable  condition  in  an¬ 
other  way,  if  it  will  only  continue  for  an  indefi¬ 
nite  period.  By  the  middle  of  December  of  last 
year  there  was  a  considerable  amount  of  ice  to 
be  found  in  Chesapeake  bay  and  its  tributaries, 
and  during  January  and  February  the  coastwise 
and  export  business  was  paralyzed  for  weeks  by 
one  of  the  worst  freeze-ups  that  ever  occurred  on 
the  bay.  While,  of  course,  the  mildness  of  the 
weather  so  far,  as  a  whole,  is  not  a  definite  prom¬ 
ise  of  what  is  to  come,  yet  past  experience  has 
been  that  it  is  generally  the  winters  that  start 
in  rigorously  and  early  that  carry  low  tempera¬ 
tures  for  long  periods  throughout  their  continu¬ 
ance.  At  any  event  a  warm  December,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  snappy  days,  has  kindled  the 
hope  that  there  will  be  but  little  trouble  from  ice 
this  winter. 

Last  winter  solid  fields  of  ice,  from  bay  shore 
to  shore,  from  six  to  twelve  inches  in  thickness, 
were  not  at  all  uncommon,  and  after  the  suc¬ 
cessive  freezes  and  brief  lireaking-ups  the  ice 
piled  across  the  channel  in  places  several  feet  in 
thickness.  Big  steamships  were,  cut  into  and  sunk 
or  badly  damaged  and  a  number  of  barges  of  the 
Consolidation  Coal  Co.  and  other  coal  shipping 
concerns  that  went  out  to  brave  the  ice  were 
more  or  less  injured  by  the  floes  and  fields.  The 
tugs  Frostburg,  Piedmont  and  Cumberland  of 
the  Consolidation  Co.  at  one  time,  when  all  other 
navigation  was  suspended,  earried  through  two 
barges,  after  a  battle  with  the  ice  that  will  be 
remembered  by  shipping  interests  here  for  years 
to  come. 

Mild  Weather  Affects  Market. 


there  are  many  complaints,  and  a  genuine  howl  is 
more  than  likely  if  blizzard  conditions  are  faced 
in  the  near  future. 

From  the  standpoint  of  prices  the  market  is 
in  good  shape.  Anthracite,  of  course,  is  upon  a 
settled  basis,  but  bituminous  is  also  in  active 
demand,  at  prices  for  spot  coal  that  are  satis¬ 
factory  to  the  merchant  having  fuel  to  sell.  This 
is  in  marked  contrast  with  the  era  of  depression 
through  which  the  trade  so  recently  passed. 
There  is  now  an  optimistic  feeling  that  with 
the  ever  increasing  industrial  demand  for  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  the  trade  will  not  again  lapse,  even 
in  the  dull  months,  into  the  conditions  which 
existed  last  summer. 

The  recent  meeting  of  anthracite  miners  at 
Shamokin  is  attracting  widespread  attention  here. 
'I  here  is  a  feeling,  however,  that  no  matter  what 
is  decided  upon  there  will  be  no  immediate  action 
which  will  at  once  affect  the  trade.  It  is  realized 
that,  unlike  the  last  strike,  a  miners’  struggle 
at  this  time  would  attract  but  little  sympathy 
from  the  general  public.  Knowledge  of  this  is 
relied  upon  to  a  large  extent  to  prevent  the 
miners  entering  upon  a  great  strike.  The  public 
was  hit  too  hard  during  the  last  industrial  strug¬ 
gle  at  the  mines  to  give  much  support  to  agi¬ 
tation  that  is  looked  upon  as  unnecessarv  at  this 
time. 

In  spite  of  the  car  famine  shippers  have  man¬ 
aged  to  get  considerable  coal  away  by  tidewater 
routes  here.  Large  shipments  for  New  England 
points  were  made  during  the  week  just  closed 
over  the  Curtis  bay  piers,  most  of  this  coal  being 
for  contract  deliverj',  however. 

Charters  have  remained  unchanged.  Among 
the  recent  announcements  have  been  several  for 
Savannah.  Ga. 


Of  course  mild  weather  has  its  disadvantages. 
There  is  naturally  not  as  much  demand  for  fuel 
as  if  winter  had  set  in  at  once  with  rigor.  Still, 
the  demand  is  brisk,  not  alone  for  anthracite 
but  for  bituminous,  and  in  fact  shippers,  by  rea¬ 
son  of  the  car  shortage,  have  their  hands  full 
to  supply  current  orders  and  at  the  same  time 
keep  contracts  going.  Probably  it  is  rather  for¬ 
tunate,  after  all,  that  there  is  no  severe  period 
of  cold  weather  to  increase  the  demand  and  at 
the  same  time  further  reduce  the  car  supply.  It 
may  be  said  in  passing  that  while  there  is  some 
improvement  reported  in  the  matter  of  cars,  still 


Pennsylvania  Shipments. 

The  Pennsylvania  railroad  shipments  of  coal 
and  coke  originating  on  its  lines  east  of  Pittsburg 
and  Erie  for  the  week  ended  December  ninth, 
with  comparisons,  follow : 


1905.  1905. 

Week  ending  Year  to 
Dec.  9.  Dec.  9. 
Anthracite,  short  tons...  98,173  4,306,433 

Bituminous,  short  tons. .  050,607  28,392,262 
Coke,  short  tons .  254,138  10,599,772 


1904. 
Year  to 
Dec.  IJ. 


4,250..n2 

25,608,123 

8,171,502 


Total 


1,008,918  43.298,467  38,029.637 


[December  23 


Miners  Meet  at  Shamokin, 

The  labor  situation  in  the  anthracite  region 
has  not  yet  taken  definite  shape,  the  miners  hav¬ 
ing  formulated  their  demands  which  they  are 
now  prepared  to  present  to  the  operators  if  op¬ 
portunity  is  given  them.  It  is  possible  that  this 
matter  will  be  taken  up  with  the  operating  com¬ 
panies  the  latter  part  of  the  present  week.  Until 
the  latter  have  decided  definitely  what  policy  they 
will  pursue,  the  future  will  remain  in  more  or 
less  doubt,  although  the  general  sentiment  seems 
to  be  that  there  is  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
miners  to  follow  a  conciliatory  policy. 

The  tri-district  convention  of  the  united  mine 
workers  held  at  Shamokin  the  latter  part  of  last 
week  was  rather  a  disappointment  to  the  public, 
as  it  was  generally  expected  that  some  action 
would  be  taken  by  the  miners  in  formulating 
their  demands.  On  the  second  day  of  the  meet¬ 
ing  a  special  committee  was  empowered  to  confer 
with  the  coal  operators  and  conduct  negotiations 
for  an  agreement  after  April  first  next.  This 
committee  was  instructed  to  report  at  another 
convention  to  be  held  prior  to  the  latter  date. 
What  the  demands  actually  are  and  to  what  ex¬ 
tent  this  committee  may  go  in  its  efforts  to  reach 
an  agreement,  are  held  as  a  profound  secret.  The 
special  committee  was  appointed  upon  recommen¬ 
dation  of  the  scale  committee,  the  latter  having 
been  made  at  the  executive  session  Fridav  morn¬ 
ing. 

Part  of  Report  Made  Public. 

President  Mitchell  of  the  miners’  organization, 
as  chairman  of  this  committee,  presented  the  re¬ 
port,  which  was  adopted  unanimously.  Only  part 
of  it  was  given  to  the  public,  as  follows:  ‘•W'e 
have  examined  carefully  all  the  resolutions  re¬ 
ferred  to  us,  and  in  addition  thereto  we  have 
considered  and  discussed  the  policy,  the  pursuit 
of  which  we  believe  would  prove  most  advan¬ 
tageous  to  our  constituents,  and  which  if  adopted 
would  conduce  to  the  best  interests  of  all  de¬ 
pendent  upon  the  anthracite  coal  industry. 

“In  pursuance  thereof  we  recommend  that  a 
committee  consisting  of  the  officers  and  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  boards  of  Districts  1,  7  and  9  be  dele¬ 
gated  and  instructed  to  confer  with  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  different  mining  companies  for 
the  purpose  of  formulating  an  agreement  to  gov¬ 
ern  wages,  hours  of  labor  and  other  conditions 
of  employment.  Such  agreement  to  be  effective 
April  first,  1906,  the  date  upon  which  the  award 
of  the  anthracite  commission  expires. 

“We  recommend  further  that  any  agreement 
entered  into  between  the  above  committee  and 
the  various  coal  companies  be  reported  for  rati¬ 
fication  or  rejection  to  a  convention  of  anthracite 
mine  workers,  to  be  held  prior  to  April  first, 
1906.  It  is  recommended  further  that  all  reso¬ 
lutions  now  in  the  hands  of  the  scale  committee, 
or  which  may  be  introduced  here  in  this  conven¬ 
tion,  bearing  upon  the  matter  of  wages,  hours  of 
labor  and  other  conditions  of  employment,  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  special  committee  herein  provided 
for.” 

The  committee  to  meet  the  operators  consists 
of  members  from  each  of  the  three  districts. 

The  motion  was  made  that  members  of  this 
special  committee  be  required  to  pledge  them¬ 
selves  to  silence  until  after  they  had  met  the 
operators  and  made  a  report  to  the  next  conven¬ 
tion.  It  is  understood  that  this  motion  was 
tabled,  but  the  fact  remains  just  the  same  that 
none  of  the  officers,  committeemen  or  delegates 
will  discuss  the  demands  further  than  that  part 
of  the  report  which  was  given  to  the  public,  so 
that  practically  the  motion  is  in  effect.  It  was' 
intimated  that  the  request  for  a  conference  and 
the  report  of  the  committee  would  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  executive  officers  of  the  operating 
companies  by  the  early  part  of  this  .week,  but  at 
the  time  of  writing  it  had  not  reached  them. 

The  General  Labor  Outlook. 

It  is  still  premature  to  judge  of  the  labor  situ¬ 
ation  as  no  specific  demands  have  yet  been  made, 
and  it  is  likely  that  the  committee  may  have  a 
wide  range  of  latitude  in  arriving  at  a  settlement. 
The  chief  point  at  issue  between  the  operators 
and  miners  seems  to  be  the  question  of  recogni¬ 
tion  of  the  union.  If  there  is  serious  contention 
on  this  point  on  the  part  of  the  miners,  peace 
may  be  more  difficult  to  arrange,  as  there  can  be 
no  compromise. 
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Illinois  and  Wisconsin  Dealers  Held  a  Meeting. 


The  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Association 
held  Thursday  and  Friday  of  last  week  at 
Milwaukee,  was  one  of  the  most  enthusiastic  and 
interesting  ever  held  by  that  organization.  There 
was  a  large  attendance  of  dealers  from  both  states 
many  more  being  present  from  Illinois  than  usual. 
These  were  no  doubt  attracted  by  the  interesting 
program  that  had  been  arranged. 

The  Thursday  afternoon  session  consisted  of 
an  open  meeting  of  the  executive  committee,  at 
which  various  trade  matters  were  considered,  in¬ 
cluding  a  number  of  complaints,  these  matters 
being  open  to  those  present  for  discussion. 

Delivers  Address  of  Welcome. 

The  most  interesting  session  of  the  conven¬ 
tion  occurred  on  Friday  morning,  at  which  the 
formal  reports  and  papers  were  presented.  I  he 
address  of  welcome  to  Milwaukee  was  delivered 
by  E  A.  Uhrig,  president  of  the  Milwaukee- 
Western  Fuel  Co.,  in  his  usual  happy  manner, 
and  was  frequently  punctuated  with  applause. 
Mr.  Uhrig  said  in  part ;  ,  ■  u  * 

“Milwaukee  is  famous  for  so  many  things  that 
I  will  not  attempt  to  enumerate  them,  but  only 
point  out  the  more  important.  It  will  probably 
be  a  surprise  to  many  of  you  to  learn  that  iron 
and  steel  and  heavy  machinery,  and  not  the 
amber  fluid,  hold  the  first  position  m  the  list  ot 
the  city’s  industries.  Do  not  understand  by  this, 
however,  that  the  manufacture  of  beer  is  on  the 
decline.  This  industry  holds  second  place.  It  is 
a  steadily  growing  industry  and  there  is  no  dan¬ 
ger  of  the  supply  being  exhausted. 

“Occupying  an  important  part  in  the  industries 
of  Milwaukee  is  that  of  the  coal  trade.  ^9^ 
will  probably  be  surprised  to  learn  that  Mil¬ 
waukee  receives  month  in  and  month  out  more 
coal  than  any  other  city  on  the  great  lakes.  Last 
year  the  total  value  of  the  product  received  at 
the  docks  in  this  city  was  $10,000,000,  this  amount 
representing  a  total  tonnage  of  3,000,000.  In  1890 
the  value  of  the  coal  received  was  less  than 
$1,000,000.  So  you  can  readily  see  what  happy 
strides  we  have  made  within  the  last  few  years. 

“Another  product  of  the  city  i .  its  hospitality, 
and  I  want  right  here  to  extend  to  you  an  invi¬ 
tation  to  hold  your  next  annual  meeting  here. 
We  are  getting  the  reputation  of  being  the  great¬ 
est  convention  city  in  the  United  States,  and  we 
feel  sure  that  we  can  make^it  pleasant  for  you 
if  you  decide  to  come  here.” 

Mr.  Uhrig  referred  to  the  ^  purposes  of  the 
association  and  expressed  his  interest  and 
pathy  with  the  organization.  He  concluded  his 
address  by  making  a  roseate  prediction  as  to  the 
future  of  the  coal  trade.  Following  the 
amenities  on  the  part  of  the  members  of  the 
association.  President  Thompson  delivered  his 
semi-annual  address  in  part  as  follows : 

President  Thompson’s  Address. 

Coal  Dealers  of  Illinois  and  Wisconsin: 

After  the  hilarity  of  last  night’s  Kokoal  corus¬ 
cation,  it  is  indeed  a  serious  task  I  have  to  per¬ 
form  this  morning  in  making  this  address.  From 
the  heights  of  Kokoal  fancy  to  the  depths  of  coal 
trade  facts,  it  is  at  best  a  considerable  drop, 
and  yet  I  believe  the  distance  can  be  and  is 
being  materially  reduced  and  I  welcome  any 
and  every  means  to  that  desired  end. 

In  addressing  the  members  of  this  association 
for  the  third  time,  I  find  myself  in  a  position  of 
the  colored  minister  who  had  but  one  sermon, 
but  insisted  that  it  covered  the  wants  of  the  con¬ 
gregation,  and  so  he  kept  preaching  it  over  and 
over.  There  is  but  one  sermon  to  be  preached 
on  the  subject  of  coal  association  work,  and 
while  there  may  be  some  side  lights,  thrown  on 
in  the  way  of  improved  methods  of  securing  the 
same  results,  the  object  to  be  obtained  is  at  all 
times  the  same. 

I  am  mindful  of  the  time  when  to  make  a  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  coal  business  we  had  to  stand  the 
necessary  jolts  of  riding  over  rocky  competition 
on  the  solid  steel  tires  of  every  man  for  hirn- 
self  and  shipments  made  to  any  customer.  It 
seems  to  me  that  our  association  has  at  least 
given  the  comfort  of  rubber  tires  and  I  have 
the  greatest  faith  that  with  the  improved  work¬ 


ings  of  the  “bureau  of  information”  we  may  even 
enjoy  pneumatics.  1  am  positive  the  Kokoal 
bunch  can  furnish  the  wind  and  the  time  may 
yet  come  when  the  coal  man’s  road  will  be  an 
asphalt  pavement.  The  coming  of  such  a  millen- 
ium  is  certainly  to  be  hoped  for,  and  could  I 
get  the  association  sermon  properly  interpreted 
and  impressed  on  the  coal  dealers’  congregation, 

I  am  sure  would  be  much  nearer  realization. 

What  has  been  accomplished  in  the  betterment 
of  coal  trade  conditions  has  been  entirely  due  to 
the  association  together,  and  what  can  be  ac¬ 
complished  is  only  limited  by  the  completeness 
of  our  association.  This  is  a  self-evident  truth 
to  anyone  who  will  give  the  matter  even  casual 
thought.  Our  present  membership,  while  it  does 
not  include  over  fifty  per  cent  of  the  entire  num¬ 
ber  of  dealers  in  the  two  states,  has  the  respect 
of  shippers  and  jobbers  to  such  an  extent  that 
there  is  not  one  complaint  for  irregular  sh  p- 
ment  today  where  there  were  twenty  ten  years 
ago.  There  is  no  man  engaged  in  the  trade  who 
will  doubt  my  statement,  when  1  say  that  were 
our  membership  doubled  we  would  not  have 
one-tenth  of  the  complaints  we  have  today.  And 
each  member  is  perronally  responsible  if  this  as¬ 
sociation  is  not  as  good  as  it  might  be.  This 
association  is  your  association,  not  the  officers’ 
association.  Your  officers,  engaged  a.  they  are 
in  the  retail  trade,  are  willing  to  work  without 
pay  to  secure  the  benefits  to  their  personal  enter¬ 
prises  the  association  brings,  and  can  any  mem¬ 
ber  do  less  than  urge  their  competitiors  to  join 
with  them  in  increasing  its  usefulness?  Your 
own  selfish  interest  should  cause  you  to  do  all 
you  can  to  create  interest  in  your  association 
and  its  conventions. 

Read  the  Coal  Journals. 

If  I  may  be  pardoned  for  making  suggestions 
to  much  older  and  experienced  business  men,  I 
will  give  my  idea  of  the  thoroughly  successful 
retailer. 

First  of  all  he  must  be  an  active  association 
member  and  take  a  personal  interest  in  every 
effort  made  to  better  conditions.  He  should  use 
every  effort  to  be  on  good  terms  wi  ll  his  local 
competitors  and  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
treat  them  squarely.  No  opportunity  to  attend 
meetings  of  the  state  or  local  associations  should 
be  neglected.  The  very  meeting  together  of  the 
competitors  is  of  the  utmost  value  and  I  am  free 
to  say  you  will  find  the  competitor  a  much  better 
fellow  than  you  imagine.  If  you  have  complaints 
to  make  talk  them  over  face  to  face,  not  behind 
the  other  fellow’s  spinal  column.  A  good  un¬ 
derstanding  is  much  to  be  desired  and  a  clear 
Havana  turneth  away  cut  prices. 

Keep  in  touch  with  market  and  mining  condi¬ 
tions,  read  every  coal  journal  you  have  time  for 
and  money  to  pay  for.  Get  your  mining  knowl¬ 
edge  from  actual  visits  to  the  different  operations. 
Customers  have  more  confidence  in  what  you 
tell  of  the  merits  of  your  goods  if  you  can  say 
you  have  been  in  a  producing  mine  and  know 
exactly  how  the  coal  is  prepared.  It  is  hardly 
necessary  to  say  that  a  coal  dealer  must  swallow 
his  troubles  and  at  all  times  be  pleasant  to  his 
trade.  Any  man  loses  a  most  valuahle  asset  and 
one  which  costs  nothing  when  he  overlooks  the 
value  of  cordiality.  The  “grouch”  has  as  little 
place  in  retailing  coal  as  the  coal  man  has  in 
“Hades.” 

The  successful  coal  dealer  must  be  willing 
to  reciprocate.  Never  get  the  idea  you  own 
your  trade  and  can  hold  it  against  any  competi¬ 
tion.  If  producers  and  jobbers  favor  you  with 
protection,  make  it  known  to  them  that  you  ap¬ 
preciate  their  acts,  and  give  them  the  benefit  of 
reciprocity.  “In  union  there  is  strength” ;  in  dis¬ 
cord  there  is  bankruptcy. 

Discusses  Rate  Regulation. 

Many  members  of  the  coal  dealers’  association 
have  taken  part  in  the  present  discussion  of  rail¬ 
road  rate  regulation.  As  a  general  thing,  I  be¬ 
lieve  the  average  coal  man  can  get  much  greater 
benefit  from  railroad  legislation  that  will  give 
every  dealer  the  same  rate,  absolute  protection 
in  transportation,  with  the  matter  of  car  service 
put  on  a  tonnage  basis,  rather  than  in  any  rate 
fixing  power  given  to  a  political  commission. 


It  does  not  matter  so  much  to  a  dealer  whether 
the  freight  rate  is  eighty-seven  cents  or  $1.05, 
providing  every  competitor  is  charged  exactly 
what  you  pay.  It  does  make  a  differeiice  if  you 
have  a  better  rate  than  your  competitor  or  if 
your  competitor  has  your  rate  beaten.  There  is 
as  little  justice  in  any  railroad  accepting  coal 
for  shipment  and  allowing  it  to  be  used  by  em¬ 
ployes  or  stolen  in  transit,  as  there  would  be  m 
any  other  commodity.  That  the  railroads  collect 
freight  on  coal  they  never  deliver  is  known  to 
every  one,  and  can,  and  should,  be  prohibited. 
There  is  certainly  no  justice  in  an  arbitrary  rate 
of  $1.00  per  day  after  forty-eight  hours  free  time 
on  all  cars  regardless  of  whether  a  car  may  be 
fifteen  or  fifty  tons  capacity.  The  tonnage  basis 
is  the  only  equitable  basis  for  assessing  car  serv¬ 
ice,  and  with  the  scarcity  of  cars  the  demurrage 
rule  is  a  necessity.  _  . 

Let  us  get  the  legislation  which  is  just  to  our 
own  interests,  and  this  we  certainly  have  a  right 
to  demand  and  should  insist  upon  receiving. 

Report  of  Secretary  Lukens. 

Secretary  F.  E.  Lukens,  following  the  address 
by  President  Thompson,  submitted  his  semi-an¬ 
nual  report  in  part  as  follows: 

Gentlemen:  Eight  years  ago  last  September  I 
assumed  the  duties  of  secretary  of  your  organiza¬ 
tion.  Since  that  time  I  have  seen  this  association 
grow  from  a  mere  infant  of  less  than  130  retail 
coal  dealers,  to  the  giant  it  now  is,  numbering 
more  than  800.  The  older  members  here  will  also 
appreciate  the  fact  that  during  this  time  the  asso¬ 
ciation  has  had  some  very  troublesome  times, 
that  it  has  been  prosecuted  and  persecuted,  han¬ 
dicapped  and  harassed,  all  of  which  has  had  a 
tendency  to  decrease  rather  than  increase  its 
membership.  Therefore  you  are  to  be  congrat¬ 
ulated  upon  the  large  membership  we  are  able 
to  report  today. 

In  the  early  days  of  this  organization  there 
was  not  a  single  town  represented  that  did  not 
have  many  irregular  shipments  made  into  it ; 
our  complaints  numbered  five  or  six  times  more 
than  our  membership.  I  can  remember  one  or 
two  towns  in  particular  near  Chicago,  where  from 
fifty  to  eighty-five  carloads  of  anthracite  were 
shipped  direct  to  the  consumer  by  the  wholesale 
trade  in  one  season;  and  let  it  be  remembered 
at  that  time  the  association  made  no  effort  to 
protect  its  members  against  irregular  shipments 
of  bituminous  coal,  and  consequently  we  have  no 
'  data  upon  which  to  base  the  complaints  we  would 
have  received  from  such  shipments. 

Reciprocal  Fire  Insurance. 

The  recent  great  advance  in  insurance  rates, 
together  with  the  discussion  as  to  the  excessive 
expense  accounts  of  insurance  companies,  etc., 
has  caused  the  widest  agitation  of  the  subject. 
Almost  every  association  is  considering  the 
matter  by  special  committees  and  several  have 
already  formed  mutual  associations. 

The  figures  of  a  recent  year  show  that  the 
insurance  companies  collected  from  the  people 
of  this  country  about  $165,000,000  and  returned 
to  the  assured  on  account  of  fire  loss  about  $95,- 
000,000,  keeping  more  for  expense  and  profit  in 
proportion  to  service  rendered  and  money  re¬ 
turned  than  any  other  business  with  which  we  are 
familiar.  The  fire  loss  at  large  may  be  very 
great  and  the  companies  show  a  poor  profit  and 
still  particular  industries  like  our  own  or  the 
lumbermen  may  be  paying  a  great  deal  more  than 
their  proper  share.  For  all  these  reasons  it  seems 
particularly  desirable  at  this  time  for  our  asso¬ 
ciation  to  take  the  matter  up,  through  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  committee  to  iirake  a  thorough 
investigation  and  report  as  soon  as  practicable 
to  the  executive  board  a  plan  to  propose  to  our 
membership. 

Mr.  Lukens  read  the  reports  of  a  number  of 
mutual  insurance  companies  in  connection  with 
the  different  lines  of  business  showing  that  they 
had  been  able  to  save  for  their  subscribers  a 
large  sum  of  money  each  year  and  that  all  had 
been  successful. 

Frank  Mosher,  the  well-known  coal  dealer  at 
DeKalb,  Ill.,  then  submitted  a  report  on  the  In¬ 
ternational  Council  of  Retail  Coal  Merchants’ 
■Association,  in  which  he  referred  to  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  the  new  central  organization,  and  out- 
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lined  in  detail  what  was  accomplished  at  the  va¬ 
rious  meetings  held  by  the  organization.  He 
especially  referred  to  some  of  the  reforms  which 
could  be  brought  about,  such  as  the  matter  of 
short-weight  in  connection  with  the  delivery  of 
coal,  better  demurrage  conditions  and  the  re¬ 
striction  of  wholesale  shipments  to  those  con¬ 
fined  to  the  legitimate  retail  trade.  The  paper 
was  a  most  comprehensive  one  and  explained  the 
new  national  association  in  detail. 

Col.  Wm.  F.  Endress,  president  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  council,  was  present  and  was  called  upon 
for  an  address,  saying  a  few  words  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  organization  of  which  he  is  the  head. 
He  referred  to  the  progress  made  in  connection 
with  the  national  council  work  and  particularly 
with  reference  to  the  recent  meeting  in  Chicago 
at  which  rate  regulation  was  considered.  Mr. 
Endress’  remarks  were  received  with  applause. 

Trip  to  the  Mines. 

One  of  the  interesting  features  of  the  session 
was  a  paper  on  “The  Trip  to  the  Anthracite 
Mines,”  by  J.  E.  Gates  of  Jacksonville,  Ill.  He 
referred  to  the  hospitality  of  Williams  &  Peters 
and  the  Erie  railroad  in  connection  with  the  trip 
calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  could  not  be 
beaten  and  that  such  hospitality  was  seldom 
equalled.  Mr.  Gates  also  referred  to  the  low  cost 
at  which  the  trip  was  taken  by  the  coal  dealers. 
He  then  furnished  a  graphic  description  of  the 
scenes  in  the  anthracite  region,  and  described 
in  detail  the  methods  by  which  anthracite  coal  is 
prepared  for  market  in  the  breakers,  how  it  is 
sized  and  loaded,  telling  of  the  educational  value 
of  such  a  trip. 

Many  Resolutions  Were  Adopted. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  resolutions  was 
next  submitted,  each  of  the  following  resolutions 
being  taken  up  and  adopted  as  read : 

Resolved,  that  the  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  Coal 
Dealers’  Association  at  its  mid-winter  conven¬ 
tion  on  this  date  do  hereby  indorse  the  resolu¬ 
tion  in  regard  to  government  rate  making 
adopted  by  the  International  Council  of  Coal 
Merchants  at  its  meeting  held  in  Buffalo  on  the 
twenty-first  and  twenty-second  of  September  last, 
which  resolution  reads  as  follows : 

Whereas,  the  transportation  question,  which  is 
now  being  very  generally  considered  by  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  this  country,  and  is  to  come  before  con¬ 
gress  at  its  next  session  for  further  legislation, 
is  of  vital  interest  to  the  coal  trade;  be  it 
Resolved,  that  in  our  judgment  every  provision 
of  the  law  necessary  to  procure  to  every  shipper 
the  same  rates  and  service  secured  by  any  other 
shipper,  should  be  enacted,  but  that  the  power  to 
make  rates,  either  originally  or  to  correct  rates 
which  may  be  condemned,  should  not  be  vested 
in  the  interstate  commerce  commission.  We  be¬ 
lieve,  however,  that  the  interstate  commerce  com¬ 
mission  should  be  empowered  to  condemn  rates 
which  may  he  found  to  be  unjust,  unreasonable, 
preferential  or  discriminatory,  and  that  they 
should  have  full  power  to  compel  the  railways  to 
properly  correct  rates  so  condemned,  but  we 
believe  that  the  power  vested  in  a  political  com¬ 
mission  to  fix  the  rate,  even  to  take  the  place 
of  one  condemned,  would  create  a  political  in¬ 
fluence  in  business,  which  would  constitute  an 
evil  to  be  avoided.  Also 
Resolved,  that  we  heartily  approve  the  action 
taken  at  the  Federal  Rate  Regulation  conven¬ 
tion  at  Chicago,  October  twenty-sixth  and  twenty- 
seventh  last,  and  herel)y  endorse  the  resolutions 
passed  at  that  convention. 

Whereas,  the  system  under  which  the  coal  traf¬ 
fic  is  handled  by  the  railroads  operating  through¬ 
out  the  United  States  has  caused  the  shippers 
here  represented  much  inconvenience,  many  vex¬ 
atious  delays  and  the  loss  of  a  vast  amount  of 
revenue,  and 

Whereas,  we  do  not  believe  that  either  the 
operating  or  traffic  departments  have  given  proper 
recognition  to  the  importance  of  prompt  move¬ 
ment  or  proper  protection  of  the  coal  commod¬ 
ity,  and 

Whereas,  we  believe  the  greater  portion  of  our 
grievance  is  due  to  this  lack  of  recognition;  be  it 
Resolved,  that  the  time  has  now  arrived  when 
the  coal  merchants  here  represented  should  de¬ 
mand  of  the  managers  of  the  various  lines  of 
railroads  in  the  territory  covered  by  this  asso¬ 
ciation,  such  changes  in  the  methods  and  rules 
now  governing  the  receiving,  transporting  and 
delivering  of  coal  shipments  as  will  insure  the 
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same  safe,  prompt  and  reliable  service  that  is 
accorded  other  classes  of  merchandise,  giving 
preference  over  such  commodities  as  are  not  of 
equal  public  need  during  the  fall  and  winter 
months. 

Re.solved,  that  we  demand  that  bills  of  lading 
be  issued  covering  shipments  of  coal  from  points 
of  origin  to  destination,  and  that  such  bills  of 
lading  shall  show  the  actual  gross,  tare,  and  net, 
and  not  stenciled,  weights  of  each  and  every  car¬ 
load  of  coal  transported,  and  that  they  shall  be¬ 
come  responsible  for  the  delivery  of  such  net 
weight  of  coal  to  consignee  at  the  destination. 

Resolution  With  Reference  to  Car  Service. 

Whereas,  we  recognize  the  necessity  of  prompt 
release  of  railroad  equipment  by  consignees  and 
we  believe  the  enforcement  of  reasonable  de¬ 
murrage  charges  under  prompt  regulations  to  be 
right  and  proper,  and 

Whereas,  the  transportation  of  cars  and  the  un¬ 
loading  of  the  same  is  subject  to  so  many  con¬ 
tingencies  beyond  the  control  of  either  the  trans¬ 
portation  company  or  the  consignee,  that  hard  and 
fast  rules  laid  down  by  the  transportation 
companies  and  arbitrarily  enforced,  as  they  now 
arc  by  car  service  associations,  are  unjust  and 
impracticable,  and  not  conducive  to  the  reciprocal 
feeling  and  mutual  advantage  that  would  other¬ 
wise  result;  therefore  be  it 
Resolved,  that  the  attention  of  the  railroad 
managers  be  directed  to  the  injustice  now  en¬ 
forced  with  a  view  to  having  the  same  read¬ 
justed  on  more  equitable  lines  and  a  more  prac¬ 
ticable  basis,  and  the  free  time  to  be  allowed  be 
arranged  on  a  tonnage  basis  instead  of  the  per 
car  system  now  in  vogue.  And  that  in  cases 
where  the  detention  of  cars  is  due  to  bunching 
in  transit  through  no  fault  of  the  consignee,  an 
allowance  of  additional  free  time  to  enable  con¬ 
signee  to  care  for  such  shipments  without  in¬ 
curring  loss  by  reason  of  car  service  charges. 
And  that  in  cases  where  disputes  arise,  a  plan  of 
arbitration  may  be  devised  whereby  the  necessity 
of  filing  claims  may  be  avoided ;  and  be  it  further 
Resolved,  that  a  committee  of  five,  including 
the  president,  be  appointed  at  this  meeting  to 
confer  with  the  railroads  and  see  that  these 
resolutions  are  presented  to  the  proper  officers. 
The  committee  appointed  included  L.  Waldo 
Thompson,  Delos  Hull,  D.  O.  Stine,  Joseph  Viall 
and  E.  H.  Keeler. 

Names  a  Legislative  Committee. 

Resolved,  that  the  president  appoint  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  five  to  be  known  as  the  legislative  com¬ 
mittee,  and  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  com¬ 
mittee  to  prepare  a  bill  to  be  presented  to  the 
next  legislature  of  Illinois  and  the  next  legisla¬ 
ture  of  Wisconsin,  toward  securing  relief  from 
the  railroad  companies  in  the  matter  of  short 
weights  and  demurrage,  provided  the  railroad 
companies  do  not  voluntarily  afford  this  relief 
by  some  satisfactory  agreement  and  arrangement 
with  this  association  previous  to  the  convening 
of  the  legislatures  in  the  states  named  herein. 

Whereas,  numerous  complaints  of  irregular 
shipments  by  the  wholesale  trade  seem  to  hinge 
largely  upon  the  vital  question  as  to  a  buyer  being 
a  regular  coal  dealer,  and 

Whereas,  such  questions  should  be  decided  by 
the  shipper  before  accepting  orders,  therefore 
be  it 

Resolved,  that  the  wholesale  trade  is  requested 
to  exercise  proper  precaution  in  good  faith  to 
first  determine  the  facts  before  orders  are  ac¬ 
cepted,  when  there  is  the  least  doubt  as  to  a 
buyer  being  a  regular  dealer  with  a  full  equip¬ 
ment. 

Whereas,  in  a  number  of  complaints  that  have 
come  up  for  consideration  it  appears  that  the 
shipper  excuses  himself  on  the  ground  that  he 
sold  the  coal  in  good  faith  to  some  other  shipper, 
jobber  or  regular  retail  dealer,  and  that  if  the 
coal  was  disposed  of  irregularly,  he  is  not  to 
blame,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  that  mine  operators  and  producers 
of  coal  and  coke  should  use  every  effort  possible 
to  protect  the  legitimate  retail  coal  dealer  against 
shipment  of  their  coal  direct  to  the  consumer 
through  any  other  shipper,  jobber  or  retail  dealer, 
who  fails  to  recognize  the  principles  of  the  as¬ 
sociation  and  violates  the  ethics  of  trade,  and  be 
it  further 

Resolved,  that  in  such  cases  the  original  ship¬ 
per  is  and  should  be  responsible. 

Resolved,  that  shipments  by  the  wholesale  trade 
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should  be  made  to  regular  dealers  at  points  only 
where  said  regular  dealers  maintain  a  yard. 

Resolved,  that  shippers  should  not  sell  to  par¬ 
ties  who  advertise  to  furnish  coal  to  consumers 
at  large,  or  who  solicit  mail  order  business  from 
consumers. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  ethics  of 
trade  for  shippers  to  sell  coal  direct  to  a  firm  or 
corporation  whose  members  or  stockholders  are 
an  aggregation  of  consumers,  whose  efforts  are  to 
procure  coal  for  consumers  at  wholesale. 

Favor  Mutual  Fire  Insurance. 

Whereas,  reciprocal  insurance  has  been  suc¬ 
cessfully  established  in  various  retail  organiza¬ 
tions  in  other  lines,  and 

Whereas,  it  is  believed  that  the  establishment 
of  some  reciprocal  plan  among  the  retail  coal 
dealers  of  our  territory  will  be  the  means  of 
saving  to  them  many  thousands  of  dollars  paid 
out  for  insurance,  therefore  be  it 
Resolved,  that  the  president  of  this  association 
appoint  a  committee  of  five,  including  the  secre¬ 
tary,  to  investigate  and  report  to  the  executive 
board  as  early  as  practicable,  some  definite  plan 
to  propose  to  the  membership. 

This  resolution  caused  considerable  discussion. 
Many  coal  men  present  who  are  also  in  the  retail 
lumber  business  or  in  other  lines  of  trade  with¬ 
out  hesitation  advocated  the  formation  of  an 
insurance  organization.  The  resolution  was 
adopted  unanimously  and  President  Thompson 
will  name  the  committee  at  a  later  date. 

Invitations  to  hold  the  next  annual  convention 
at  Peoria  and  Rock  Island,  Ill.,  were  received 
from  representatives,  of  those  cities  and  both 
were  given  much  attention.  Owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  Iowa  and  Nebraska  dealers  are  to  hold 
their  meeting  at  Davenport,  across  the  river  from 
Rock  Island,  and  thus  a  joint  convention  and 
river  excursion  can  be  arranged,  it  was  decided 
to  accept  the  invitation  of  the  latter 
Following  the  adoption  of  these  resolutions  the 
convention  adjourned  to  the  Blatz  hotel,  where 
an  elaborate  banquet  was  served,  requiring  sev¬ 
eral  hours.  When  the  menu  was  finally  dis¬ 
posed  of,  it  was  too  late  for  speech-making,  so 
that  this  feature  was  eliminated.  During  the 
banquet  a  delegation  from  the  miners’  union  un¬ 
der  direction  of  C.  W.  Gilmore,  vice-president 
of  the  Crescent  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  Chicago, 
rnade  its  appearance  in  the  banquet  hall,  and 
discoursed  “sweet”  music.  The  delegation  was 
composed  of  a  dozen  or  more  salesmen  repre¬ 
senting  coal  shipping  companies  in  the  west.  The 
delegation  made  its  advent  headed  by  a  brass 
drum  and  Mr.  Gilmore.  It  occupied  a  separate 
table. 

A  Kokoal  Coruscation. 

In  connection  with  the  convention  on  Thursday 
evening  a  coruscation  of  the  Kokoal  was  held 
which  proved  highly  successful  in  every  respect 
and  was  a  feature  of  the  convention  that  will 
not  be  forgotten  by  many  present. 

The  coruscation  was  opened  with  a  grand  street 
pageant  from  the  St.  Charles  hotel  to  the  Elks' 
lodge  hall.  The  parade  was  headed  by  the 
Newsboys’  band,  maintained  at  the  expense  of 
the  Milwaukee-Western  Fuel  Co.,  in  addition  to 
which  all  the  Kokoal  members  wore  their  red 
badges  containing  the  mystic  numbers,  presenting 
a  most  attractive  appearance.  The  parade  also 
included  in  addition  to  the  members  of  the  order 
the  prospective  candidates  and  members  of  the 
Illinois  and  Wisconsin  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  As¬ 
sociation.  The  parade  attracted  a  large  amount 
of  attention,  being  headed  by  seven  policemen 
“imported”  for  the  occasion,  the  chief  of  police 
being  A.  O.  Tandy  of  Chicago,  who,  on  account 
of  his  soldierly  bearing,  was  the  cynosure  of  all 
the  female  eyes  as  he  passed  down  the  street. 

Following  the  social  session,  at  which  there 
were  musical  numbers  and  speeches,  refresh¬ 
ments  were  served.  The  members  of  the  order 
then  formed  in  line  and  marched  to  the  Blatz 
hotel,  where  they  were  the  guests  of  the  Mil¬ 
waukee-Western  Fuel  Co.,  an  entire  parlor  floor 
having  been  reserved  for  the  purpose  of  enter¬ 
taining  the  members  of  the  order  and  the  visiting 
dealers.  Here  there  was  also  an  impromptu  pro¬ 
gram  of  speeches  and  music  and  hospitality  was 
extended  by  means  of  refreshments.  A  resolu¬ 
tion  was  adopted  thanking  the  Milwaukee-West¬ 
ern  Fuel  Co.,  the  Milwaukee  members  of  the 
order  and  Herman  J.  Dunker,  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  entertainment,  to  whom  a  large 
part  of  the  success  of  the  evening  was  due. 
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Western  Retail  Notes. 

L.  E.  Peters,  Mandan,  N.  D.,  has  started  a  re¬ 
tail  coal  and  wood  business. 

Charles  Crepeau  has  purchased  the  retail  coal 
and  wood  busines?  of  A.  L.  Lewis,  Fort  Benton, 
Mont. 

Charges  have  been  brought  against  several  of 
the  retail  coal  dealers  of  Colorado  Springs,  Colo., 
for  selling  less  than  2,000  pounds  to  the  ton. 

M.  Hyman,  a  coal  dealer  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  was 
recently  fined  $500  on  a  charge  of  giving  short 
weight  in  a  load  of  coal  delivered  to  a  customer. 

The  Capital  Lumber  Co.  has  been  awarded  the 
contract  for  furnishing  the  city  of  Helena,  Mont., 
with  a  winter  supply  of  Rocky  Ford  washed  nut 
coal  at  $4.00  a  ton. 

The  Powers  Elevator  Co.,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  is 
constructing  an  elevator,  to  have  a  capacity  of 
50,000  bushels  of  grain.  A  lumber  yard  and  coal 
sheds  will  also  be  erected. 

The  lack  of  cars  during  the  past  few  months  in 
the  northwest  has  caused  a  shortage  of  bitu-  • 
minous  coal  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.  There  is  plenty 
of  anthracite  on  hand,  however. 

The  Evans  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Coalton,  Ohio,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $4,500. 
The  incorporators  of  the  company  are  R.  W. 
Wells,  Ed.  T.  Evans  and  Carl  C.  Wells. 

H.  C.  Pearson,  formerly  a  well  known  coal 
dealer  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  died  recently  at  his 
home  in  Pewaukee,  Wis.,  aged  seventy-one  years. 
He  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  four  children. 

A  shortage  of  coal  exists  at  Edinburg,  Ill.,  and 
it  is  feared  that  if  a  cold  wave  should  come, 
every  family  in  the  town  will  suffer.  Only  two 
cars  of  coal  are  being  sent  to  Edinburg  a  week. 

The  purchase  of  the  Curtis  Coal  Co.,  Colorado 
Springs,  Colo.,  by  the  El  Paso  Ice  &  Coal  Co., 
makes  the  latter  one  of  the  largest  companies  in 
this  line  of  business  in  the  entire  west.  The  con¬ 
sideration  is  $15,000. 

The  price  of  bituminous  coal  in  the  northern 
Michigan  markets  has  advanced  from  $1.00  to 
$1.50,  according  to  quality,  within  the  last  ninety 
days.  Local  dealers  say  that  a  further  advance 
may  come  at  any  time. 

George  C.  Towle,  president  of  the  Nebraska 
Fuel  Co.,  Omaha,  Neb.,  died  recently  at  the 
College  View  Sanitarium,  Lincoln,  Neb.,  from  a 
stroke  of  paralysis.  Mr.  Towle  is  survived  by  a 
wife  and  two  children. 

C.  M.  Fisher,  who  has  been  manager  of  the 
Lamb  Lumber  Co.,  Mason  City,  Iowa,  for  the 
past  twelve  years,  has  purchased  the  coal  and 
wood  business  of  the  Herb  Cole  Coal  Co.,  and  will 
take  possession  January  first. 

Humiston  &  Chandler,  coal  and  ice_  dealers 
at  Norwalk,  Ohio,  have  made  an  assignment, 
Sampson  Gray  being  made  assignee.  The  liabili¬ 
ties  are  not  known  but  the  property  value  of  the 
company  is  between  $3,000  and  $4,000. 

According  to  the  local  coal  dealers  at  Rockford, 
Ill.,  the  city  is  well  supplied  with  bituminous 
coal  in  case  of  a  famine.  The  wood  shortage 
is  considered  serious,  as  the  railroads  find  it 
impossible  to  get  enough  cars  to  ship  it. 

For  several  days  last  week  the  coal  famine 
became  quite  serious  at  Milbank,  S.  D.,  as  there 
were  only  a  few  hundred  pounds  of  anthracite 
in  that  city.  This  was  held  by  the  dealers  to  be 
sold  to  those  who  might  have  sickness  in  their 
homes. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  by 
the  Gelock-Fleming  Co.,  limited,  at  Grand  Rap¬ 
ids,  Mich.  The  company  will  carry  on  a  general 
storage  business,  besides  dealing  in  coal,  wood, 
lime,  cement,  etc.  The  capitalization  is  given 
as  $5,000,  all  paid  in. 

The  coal  shortage,  which  has  been  a  source  of 
annoyance  to  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  for  several 


weeks,  has  now  reached  the  stage  of  acute  famine. 
For  several  weeks  the  total  supply  of  coal  in 
the  city  has  not  exceeded  250  tons,  and  it  is 
estimated  that  1,500  tons  can  be  disposed  of  daily. 


Eastern  Retail  Notes. 

The  local  coal  dealers  at  Portland,  Maine,  have 
advanced  the  price  of  anthracite  from  $7  to  $7.25 
and  announce  that  another  advance  is  probable. 

The  shortage  in  the  supply  of  bituminous  coal 
has  caused  an  advance  in  prices  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
Coal  which  a  few  months  ago  sold  for  $2.90  a  ton 
is  now  selling  at  $3.50  and  $4,00. 

John  Swayne,  who  has  been  in  the  coal  and 
feed  business  at  Darby,  Pa.,  for  several  years, 
has  sold  out  and  moved  to  California,  where  he 
may  start  in  the  coal  business  again. 

A  wagon  owned  by  the  George  Hall  Coal  Co., 
driven  by  T.  Spooner,  was  recently  wrecked  by  a 
passenger  train  at  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y.  The  horse 
was  killed  and  the  driver  severely  injured. 

The  Penobscot  Coal  &  Wharf  Co.  has  been 
organized  at  Portland,  Maine,  to  deal  in  coal  and 
vessel  property.  The  capital  stock  of  the  com¬ 
pany  is  $500,000,  of  which  $500  is  paid  in. 

The  large  empty  coal  bins  belonging  to  the 
Maidstone  Dockage  &  Milling  Co.,  Sag  Harbor, 

N.  Y.,  were  recently  destroyed  by  fire.  No  other 
buildings  were  burned,  as  a  westerly  wind  carried 
the  flames  away  from  land. 

C.  Livingston,  a  coal  dealer  of  Manhattan,  N. 
Y.,  has  been  arrested  and  held  in  $5,000  bail  for 
attempting  to  bribe  William  H.  Johnson  of  the 
navy  yard  to  certify  to  the  delivery  of  more  coal 
than  was  actually  received. 

One  of  the  largest  coal  elevators  to  be  found 
in  northern  New  York  is  to  be  erected  within 
the  next  few  months  at  Albany  by  Charles  M. 
Stuart.  The  elevator  will  measure  127x105  feet 
and  will  have  a  capacity  of  20,000  tons. 


Southern  Retail  Notes. 

The  retail  coal  merchants  of  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
have  advanced  the  price  of  all  coal  twenty-five 
cents  a  ton.  The  reason  for  this  new  advance  is 
due  primarily  to  the  shortage  of  cars. 

The  Fayetteville  Ice  &  Coal  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Nashville,  Tenn.  The  capital  stock 
of  the  company  is  $5,000  and  the  incorporators  are 
H.  R.  Bryson,  W.  J.  Burn  and  W.  M.  Smith. 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  has  been  selected  as  the  next 
meeting  place  of  the  Kentucky-Tennessee  Retail 
Dealers’  Association,  the  time  of  the  convention 
being  the  second  Tuesday  in  June.  _  A  large  at¬ 
tendance  is  expected  from  the  various  sections 
of  the  two  states. 


Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 

The  Iowa  Fuel  Co.  has  been  incorporated  at 
Sioux  City,  Iowa,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $10,000. 
The  incorporators  are  G.  G.  Davis  and  others  of 
Sioux  City. 

The  Big  Muddy  Coal  &  Fuel  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Chicago,  Ill.,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$5,000.  The  incorporators  are  Andrew  M.  Rol- 
lard.  Nelson  R.  Holden  and  Edw.  E.  Rubley. 

The  Sugar  Creek  Prospecting  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Trenton,  Ill.,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$5,000.  The  incorporators  of  the  company  are 
Louis  C.  Rieman,  August  Gieseke  and  August 
Bassler. 

The  Mitchell  Coal  Mines  Co.  has  been  in- 
corporated  at  Olympia,  Wash.,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $1,500,000.  The  incorporators  of  the 
company  are  J.  T.  Penn,  J.  H.  Hemphill  and  R. 
G.  Belden. 

The  York  Mining  Co.,  which  has  purchased  the 
Bodie  mine  near  Republic,  Wash.,  has  filed  arti¬ 
cles  of  incorporation  at  Spokane.  The  capital 


stock  of  the  company  is  25,000  shares  valued  at 
$1.00  each.  The  incorporators  are  L.  F.  Booth, 
C.  M.  Fassett  and  Charles  P.  Lund. 

The  Colorado  Coal  &  Clay  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Colorado  Springs,  Colo.,  by  Edward 
Arkell,  F.  H.  Dunnington  and  J.  C.  Colligan,  all 
of  Colorado  Springs.  The  capital  stock  of  the  com¬ 
pany  is  $200,000. 

The  Vermilion  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  filed  arti¬ 
cles  of  incorporation  at  Danville,  Ill.  The  capi¬ 
tal  stock  of  the  company  is  $377,500  and  the  in¬ 
corporators  are  L.  E.  Fischer,  George  M.  Mattis 
and  B.  E.  Bramble. 

Papers  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  by  the 
Lincoln  Park  Coal  &  Brick  Co.,  at  Springfield, 
Ill.  The  capital  stock  of  the  company  is  $50,000 
and  the  incorporators  are  H.  H.  Devcreaux,  D. 
A.  Watson  and  Harry  C.  Page. 

General  Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Solvay  Process  Co.,  Detroit,  Mich.,  operat¬ 
ing  120  coke  ovens  and  having  an  output  of  720 
tons  of  coke  daily,  has  100,000  tons  of  coal  in 
storage. 

Col.  Charles  Fox,  a  Chicago  capitalist,  has  pur¬ 
chased  600  acres  of  coal  land  near  Winslow,  Ind., 
from  J.  W.  Stilwell.  The  consideration  was 
$148,000. 

The  St.  Louis  &  O’Fallon  Coal  Co.  has  filed  a 
mortgage  at  Belleville,  Ill.,  with  the  Illinois  State 
Trust  Co.,  for  $300,000,  covering  all  of  its  proper¬ 
ties  in  St.  Clair  county. 

The  Braidwood  &  Wilmington  Coal  &  Manu¬ 
facturing  Co.,  Braceville,  Ill.,  has  filed  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  its  articles  of  incorporation  increasing 
the  capital  from  $25,000  to  $50,000. 

Representatives  of  Swift  &  Co.,  the  Chicago 
packers,  were  in  Centralia,  Ill.,  recently  making 
an  inspection  of  the  Pittinger  &  Davis  mining 
interests,  which  the  company  may  purchase. 

The  Progressive  Coal  &  Mining  Co.,  which  has 
been  in  operation  for  less  than  a  year,  at  Brazil, 
Ind.,  has  gone  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver.  It  is 
claimed  that  the  company  holds  leases  to  valuable 
coal  land. 

The  Smith-Lohr  coal  mine  at  Pana,  Ill.,  has 
been  shut  down  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a 
new  tipple  and  making  other  improvements, 
which  can  not  be  completed  while  the  mine  is  in 
operation. 

A  controlling  interest  in  the  Marguerite  coal 
mine,  located  about  six  miles  northwest  of  Hope 
Idaho,  has  been  taken  over  by  three  local  coal 
men,  J.  Johnson,  Harvey  Robins  and  W.  R. 
Eisenhour. 

The  M.  L.  Williams  mine,  located  at  Warren- 
ton,  Ohio,  which  has  been  idle  for  nine  months  on 
account  of  the  low  price  of  coal,  is  about  to  re¬ 
sume  operations.  It  is  expected  that  200  men 
will  be  employed. 

The  Maple  Valley  and  Buckeye  coal  mines  in 
the  Clinton  field  near  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  have 
been  purchased  by  Edward  Shirkie,  of  the  Shir- 
kie  Coal  Co.,  Terre  Haute.  The  mines  were 
owned  by  the  McClellan  Bros. 

Thomas  McQuade,  mine  boss  at  the  mine  of  the 
Consolidated  Indiana  Coal  Co.,  at  Hjmiera,  Ind., 
has  been  placed  under  an  armed  guard  to  protect 
him  from  angry  miners.  No  expense  will  be 
spared  in  protecting  the  mine  boss. 

E.  M.  Smithers,  the  first  man  to  discover  coal 
in  the  Seattle  (Wash.)  field,  died  recently  at 
his  home  in  that  city,  from  a  stroke  of  paralysis. 
Mr.  Smithers  was  seventy-nine  years  of  age,  and 
is  survived  by  a  son  and  daughter. 

The  O.  R.  &  N.  railroad  has  issued  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  its  freight  tariff  from  Wallula  to  Col¬ 
fax,  Wash.  This  provides  that  coal  in  minimum 
car  lots  of  40,000  pounds  will  carry  a  rate  of  $2.50 
per  ton  instead  of  $3.80,  the  former  rate. 

A  company  has  been  formed  at  Bancroft,  Mich., 
by  the  local  business  men  for  the  purpose  of  drill¬ 
ing  for  coal,  which  is  supposed  to  be  found  in 
paying  quantities  just  west  of  the  town.  The 
company  was  organized  by  E.  E.  Harris,  E.  J. 
Herrick.  C.  Simpson  and  W.  Cross. 
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Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  ^lotes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

The  Komyra  Mining  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  New  York,  N.  Y.,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$7,.‘j00.  I’he  incorporators  of  the  company  are 
j.  H,  Myers,  E.  J.  Rains  and  Solomon  E.  Rains. 

The  Pittsburg  &  West  Virginia  Coal  Co.  has 
been  incorporated  at  New  Cumberland,  W.  Va.. 
by  E.  W.  Marland,  O.  W.  Ainsley  and  S.  C. 
Collins.  3'he  capital  stock  of  the  company  is 
$1,000,000. 

The  Inverness  Coal  Mining  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Portland,  Maine,  for  the  purpose  of 
operating  coal  mines,  etc.,  with  a  capital  of 
$10,000.  The  incorporators  of  the  company  are 
M.  W.  Baldwin  and  J.  J.  Hernan,  both  of  Port¬ 
land. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Dingess  Run  Coal  Co.  is  making  arrange¬ 
ments  for  the  development  of  a  tract  of  land 
which  it  controls  on  the  Dingess  Run  property, 
near  Huntington,  W.  Va. 

The  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co.  has  commenced 
mining  coal  in  the  Dupont  tunnel,  Pittston,  Pa. 
The  opening  extends  under  the  hill  at  Hamtown, 
near  the  Laurel  line  station. 

At  the  Ocean  Coal  Co.  plant,  Herminie,  Pa., 
thirty  new  six-room  houses  are  ready  for  occu¬ 
pants.  The  company  is  making  every  preparation 
to  largely  increase  its  output  after  the  first  of 
January. 

The  new  breaker  of  the  Carbondale  Coal  Co., 
which  is  being  erected  near  St.  Rose’s  cemetery, 
Scranton,  Pa.,  is  nearly  completed,  and  work  will 
be  rushed  to  have  it  in  operation  before  the 
severe  winter  commences. 

The  Pennsylvania  railroad  is  to  make  readjust¬ 
ments  in  its  car  distribution  east  of  Pittsburg, 
Pa.,  on  account  of  the  numerous  and  persistent 
complaints  from  shippers  in  that  territory  that 
they  are  being  improperly  rated. 

William  G.  Thomas,  who  recently  disposed  of 
all  his  coal  mine  interests  at  Carbondale,  Pa., 


has  been  appointed  general  manager  of  the  col¬ 
lieries  of  Madeira,  Hill  &  Co.  at  that  point.  The 
output  of  these  collieries  has  been  largely  in¬ 
creased  within  the  last  month  or  two  by  exten¬ 
sive  improvements. 

A  deal  was  completed  at  Uniontown,  Pa.,  a 
few  days  ago  whereby  Jasper  Augustine  comes 
into  possession  of  1,700  acres  of  coal  land  in 
Greene  county.  The  land  was  purchased  from 
James  R.  Byrnes  at  $100  an  acre. 

.Ml  the  mines  on  Paint  Creek,  near  Hunting- 
ton,  W.  Va.,  with  two  exceptions,  have  been  sold 
to  a  syndicate  of  Pennsylvania  capitalists.  'I'he 
transaction  embraces  thirty  operations  and  the 
consideration  is  figured  at  about  $0,000,000. 

Negotiations  are  being  conducted  through  a 
Johnston  agent  for  the  sale  of  the  Haws  Coal  Co., 
near  Holsopple,  Pa.,  to  investors  whose  identity 
has  not  yet  been  divulged.  It  is  expected  that 
the  sale  will  be  consummated  in  a  few  days. 

The  November  output  of  the  Dominion  Coal 
Co.,  Glace  Bay,  N.  S.,  amounted  to  303,440  tons 
as  against  232,720  tons  for  the  same  month  last 
year.  The  total  for  the  eleven  months  was  2,978,- 
691  as  against  2,861,537  tons  for  the  same  period 
last  year. 

More  improvements  are  being  made  just  now 
in  the  anthraeite  region  to  increase  the  output  of 
coal,  than  for  many  years  past,  particularly  in  the 
mines  of  the  Lehigh  and  Wyoming  districts, 
where  new  machinery,  hoists,  breakers  and  shafts 
are  being  built. 

Because  they  claim  they  are  not  receiving 
proper  weight,  200  miners  at  the  Manifold  mines, 
Washington,  Pa.,  have  gone  on  strike.  The  su¬ 
perintendent  has  refused  to  yield  to  the  union 
officials  who  visited  the  mine  some  days  ago  to 
try  and  settle  the  affair. 

Adam  Weir,  Van  Buren,  Pa.,  has  sold  the 
coal  underlying  a  tract  of  100  acres  in  Morris 
township,  to  George  Moredock,  of  Fayette  county, 
at  a  consideration  of  $100  per  acye.  Mr.  Weir 
purchased  both  the  coal  and  the  surface  a  short 
time  ago  for  $50  per  acre. 

Employes  of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  who  were  re¬ 
cently  discharged  from  the  services  of  the  Lehigh 


Valley  Coal  Co.,  of  Drifton,  Pa.,  were  agreeably 
surprised  a  few  days  ago  when  they  received  a 
check  for  their  monthly  pay  in  full.  Accompany¬ 
ing  the  check  was  a  note  stating  that  the  check 
would  be  forwarded  every  month,  placing  them  on 
the  pension  list.  Twelve  or  fifteen  employes  are 
affected. 

George  L.  Hibbs  this  week  sold  to  J.  V.  Thomp¬ 
son.  of  Uniontown.  Pa.,  4,814  acres  of  coal  Jand 
in  Fayette  and  Greene  counties.  Pa.,  for  a  con¬ 
sideration  of  $1,500,000.  Mr.  Hibbs  still  holds 
about '  7,000  acres  in  the  state,  besides  a  large 
acreage  in  West  Virginia. 

A  large  tipple  has  just  been  completed  at  the 
mines  of  the  Parker  Run  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  lo¬ 
cated  along  the  Monongahela  river,  below  Rives- 
ville,  W.  Va..  which  have  been  closed  for  some 
time.  It  is  believed  that  operations  will  be  opened 
up  on  full  time  in  the  near  future 

The  Blackwood  colliery  of  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Coal  Co.,  near  Pottsville,  Pa.,  is  closed  because 
of  a  strike  which  has  been  on  for  several  days 
past.  Three  hundred  employes  went  out  because 
they  claimed  they  were  not  receiving  the  wages 
called  for  by  the  anthracite  strike  award. 

Progress  is  being  made  in  sinking  a  new  shaft 
at  the  Upper  Pittston  colliery  of  the  Reliance 
Coal  Co.,  Pittston,  Pa.,  and  a  depth  of  100  feet 
has  been  attained.  Up  to  the  present  time  coal 
has  been  mined  here  by  means  of  a  slope,  and  this 
will  be  continued  after  the  shaft  is  completed. 

After  being  idle  for  repairs  since  October  first, 
the  Consolidated  colliery  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Coal  Co.,  Scranton,  Pa.,  will  again  resume  oper¬ 
ations  within  a  few  days.  This  will  give  em¬ 
ployment  to  a  large  number  of  men  and  boys  who 
have  been  out  of  work  since  the  mine  closed. 

The  sinking  of  the  Big  Richmond  No.  2  shaft 
of  the  Scranton  Coal  Co.,  near  Scranton,  Pa., 
has  now  been  completed.  The  work  on  the  shaft, 
wFich  is  600  feet  deep,  was  an  expensive  and 
difficult  piece  of  engineering  on  account  of  a 
bed  of  quicksand  eighty-seven  feet  deep.  This 
new  shaft  will  allow  an  increase  of  fifty  per 
cent  in  the  production. 
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Cost  of  Anthracite. 

David  Willcox,  president  of  the  Delaware  & 
Hudson  Co.,  has  prepared  a  careful  statement 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the  price  of  an¬ 
thracite  has  not  been  increased  out  of  proportion 
with  the  cost  of  production.  Wages  and  prices 
of  material  used  in  producing  coal  *^he 

mines  are  given  as  the  chief  causes.  the  an¬ 
thracite  strike  commission  has  not  merely  ad¬ 
vanced  the  pay  of  the  miners,  but  also  has  estab¬ 
lished  a  sliding  scale  by  which  the  pay  increases 
as  the  price  of  coal  advances. 

The  character  of  the  product  adds  a  large 
amount  to  the  cost  of  producing  domestic  sizes 
of  anthracite.  This  is  divided  into  two  classes, 
the  prepared  or  domestic  size  and  the  small  or 
steam  size.  The  latter  is  sold  in  competition 
with  bituminous  coal  and  generally  at  a  price 
V  hich  is  below  the  cost  of  production  and  trans¬ 
portation.  For  this  reason  the  profit  m  the  busi¬ 
ness  diminishes  and  the  cost  of  the  prepared 


sizes  increases  as  the  proportion  of  steam  coal, 
to  the  total  product,  becomes  greater. 

In  1904  the  prepared  sizes  amounted  to  35,- 
636,661  tons  out  of  a  total  production  of  57,- 
493,522  tons,  or  only  61.99  per  cent  of  the  total 
production.  As  the  small  sizes  generally  sell  at 
less  than  cost,  it  necessarily  increases  the  price 
at  which  the  prepared  sizes  must  be  sold. 

In  1890,  before  the  last  anthracite  strike,  the 
cost  of  production  was  $1.2445  per  ton.  This 
amount  was  increased  to  $1.9564  the  year  after 
the  strike,  or  71.19  cents  per  ton.  The  bulletin 
of  the  bureau  of  labor  for  March,  1904,  states 
that  the  price  of  anthracite  coal  after  the  strike 
was  found  to  have  advanced  less  than  that  of 
any  other  fuel. 

The  Consolidated  Coal  Co.’s  mine  No.  3,  at 
Collinsville,  Ill.,  which  has  been  in  operation  for 
the  past  twenty-five  years,  has  been  abandoned  as 
a  machine  mine,  and  in  the  future  will  be  worked 
only  to  supply  the  railroad  coal  chutes  near-by. 


Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Southern  Enterprises. 

'I  he  Falliston  Coal  Mining  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Birmingham,  Ala.,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $10,000,  and  will  have  a  daily  output  of  300 
tons.  I'he  incorporators  are  W.  H.  Thompson 
and  W.  H.  Stanton. 

The  Arkansas  Valley  Coal  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Fort  Smith,  Ark.,  with  $10,000  capital 
stock  for  the  purpose  of  mining  coal  The  in¬ 
corporators  of  the  company  are  A.  P.  Gunther, 
E.  G.  Hickey  and  Frank  Brown,  Jr. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  by 
(he  Southwestern  Anthracite  Coal  Co.,  Camden, 
N  J.,  with  an  authorized  capital  of  $3,000.  ine 
incorporators  of  the  company  are  A.  G.  Bennett, 
(ieorge  Anderson  and  W.  N.  Brooks. 

The  Clear  Fork  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorpo¬ 
rated  in  Claiborne  county,  Tennessee,  by  J.  L. 
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Rogers,  R.  L.  Rogers  and  William  Ausmus.  The 
capital  stock  of  the  company  is  $25,000. 

Coal  Co.  has  been  organized 
at  Richmond,  Mo.,  to  develop  340  acres  of  coal 
land  near  Richmond,  but  probably  operations  will 
not  be  commenced  until  spring.  'I'he  company 
has  also  a  branch  office  at  Kansas  City. 

General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

1  he  Star  Cahaba  Coal  Co.,  Birmingham,  Ala., 
IS  about  to  increase  its  capital  stock  from  $18,000 
to  $50,000. 

It  is  reported  that  W.  P.  Hurst,  Scottdale,  Pa., 
has  purchased  for  a  syndicate,  6,300  acres  of  coal 
land  near  Philippi,  W.  Va. 

A  contract  has  been  let  <by  the  Tidewater  rail¬ 
way  for  the  construction  of  108  miles  of  track 
from  Roanoke,  W.  Va.,  west  into  the  coal  pro¬ 
ducing  counties. 

H.  D.  Remmel,  E.  G.  Thompson  and  Powell 
Clayton,  all  of  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  are  arranging 
for  the  development  of  15,000  acres  of  coal  alnd 
which  they  control  near  Prairie  View. 

Mines  Nos.  l  and  2  of  the  Windrock  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.  at  Windrock,  lenn.,  will  be  improved 
in  the  near  future  with  modern  machinery,  in¬ 
cluding  the  installation  of  an  electric  haulage 
machine. 

Large  sums  of  money  will  be  spent  by  the  Sayre 
Mining  &  Manufacturing  Co.,  in  making  improve¬ 
ments  to  its  properties  in  the  Birmingham  dis¬ 
trict,  Alabama.  This  will  materally  increase  the 
output  of  the  mines. 

The  Salisbury  &  Woodland  tracts  of  coal  lands 
in  Chesterfield  county,  Virginia,  were  recently 
sold  at  public  auction  under  a  trust  deed,  at  Rich¬ 
mond,  to  the  Ginter  estate  for  $25,000.  The  mines 
are  all  filled  with  water,  but  it  is  believed  with 


modern  mammoth  pumps  they  can  soon  be  emp¬ 
tied  and  operated  to  advantage. 

Henry  R.  Sloat,  assistant  secretary  and  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  Tennessee  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  died 
recently  at  his  home  in  Sloatburg,  N.  Y.,  at  the 
age  of  seventy  years.  He  is  survived  by  a  widow 
and  several  children. 

A  mortgage  for  $2,500,000  has  been  filed  for 
record  by  the  Carbon  Coke  &  Coal  Co.,  Chat¬ 
tanooga,  Tenn.  The  sale  of  bonds  will  be  through 
the  Colonial  Trust  Co.,  of  New  York,  N.  Y., 
which  is  named  as  trustee. 

James  McGee,  J.  R.  Mitchell  and  N.  B.  Cart¬ 
wright,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  recently  spent  several 
days  in  Henderson,  Ky.,  with  a  view  to  purchas¬ 
ing  several  thousand  acres  of  coal  land  in  Hen¬ 
derson  and  Union  counties. 

I  he  Shamrock  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  which  was 
recently  organized  at  Middlesboro,  Tenn.,  is  pre¬ 
paring  to  install  a  mining  plant  at  an  approximate 
cost  of  $30,000.  Arrangements  have  been  made 
for  the  necessary  machinery. 

For  the  purpose  of  further  considering  the 
Esch-Townsend  rate  regulation  bill,  a  meeting  of 
southern  coal  operators  was  held  a  few  days  ago 
at  Hotel  Imperial,  Knoxville,  Tenn.  The  meeting 
was  attended  by  over  fifty  coal  operators  from 
southern  states. 

The  coal  mines  at  Needmore,  Ala.,  which  have 
been  operated  up  to  the  present  time  by  the 
Chattanooga  Coal  Co.,  have  been  purchased  by  the 
Vandenhuerk  Co.  The  plan  of  working  the  prop¬ 
erty  has  been  changed  and  already  there  is  a 
marked  increase  in  the  output. 

An  order  has  been  served  on  the  union  strikers 
®  Western  Kentucky  Coal  Co.,  near  Louis¬ 
ville,  Ky.,  restraining  them  from  in  any  way  inter¬ 
fering  with  its  nonunion  employes,  numbering 
250,  or  molesting  the  collieries  or  machinery  used 


in  operating  the  mines.  The  order  is  effective 
until  next  May. 

George  T.  Carter,  representing  the  Thomas  F. 
Ryan  syndicate,  is  reported  to  have  purchased 
from  Henry  K.  McHarg  and  other  stockholders, 
all  the  properties  of  the  Virginia  Iron,  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  with  offices  in  Bristol,  Tenn.  The 
sale  includes  the  mineral  lands  in  Virginia,  Ten¬ 
nessee  and  Kentucky. 


Coal  'Dealers  Incorporate. 

The  Pennsylvania  Retail  Coal  Dealers’  Associ¬ 
ation  has  been  granted  a  charter  at  Reading,  Pa., 
which  will  be  the  association’s  headquarters. 
The  incorporators  and  directors  for  the  next 
three  years  as  given  on  the  application  are  as 
follows:  Samuel  B.  Crowell,  Philadelphia;  J. 
Arthur  Strunk,  Reading;  E.  J.  Wallis,  Harris¬ 
burg;  E.  Z.  Zinn,  York.  The  following  will 
serve  for  a  term  of  two  years :  B.  F.  Bertolet, 
Reading;  W.  B.  Eckenroth,  Lebanon;  Calvin 
Fegley  and  W.  H.  Kneas,  Norristown,  and  J.  H. 
Palmer,  Wallingford,  F.  S.  Phfer,  Lancaster,  for 
a  term  of  one  year. 

The  objects  of  the  corporation  are  to  secure 
and  disseminate  among  its  members  any  and  all 
legal  and  proper  information  which  may  be  of 
interest  or  value  to  any  member  or  members 
thereof,  in  his  or  their  business  as  retail  coil 
merchants.  Thomas  1.  Snyder  is  the  attorney 
for  the  new  association. 

The  following  describes  those  eligible  to  mem¬ 
bership  ;  “Any  individual  owning  or  leasing  and 
operating  a  coal  yard  having  a  set  of  wagon 
scales,  office,  sign  displayed,  storing  capacity  of 
at  least  five  carloads  of  coal,  and  regularly  en- 
Ssged  in  the  sale  of  coal,  and  any  individual  who 
is  the  senior  member  of  any  firm  or  corporation, 
or  the  president  of  any  corporation,  so  owning  or 
leasing,  and  operating  a  coal  yard  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  eligible  to  membership  in  this  corporation.’’ 
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Gerveral  Review 

Nearly  every  market  report  published  in  The  Black 
Diamond  today  refers  tO'  the  weather  as  the  principal  disturbing 
factor  in  connection  with  the  leading  coal  markets.  There  seems 
to  be  no  doubt  but  what  conditions  have  changed  materially  during 
the  past  fortnight,  all  due  to  the  manner  in  which  the  mercury  has 
reached  for  unknown  heights  in  recording  the  temperature.  The 
almost  summer  weather  which  has  prevailed,  not  alone  has  decrease 
the  consumption  of  fuel,  but  it  has  aided  the  carrying  companies  m 
improving  their  transportation  facilities,  until  the  shortage  of  cars 
is  largely  a  matter  of  past  history,  while  transportation  from  the 
-mines  to  distributing  points  has  been  on  schedule  time.  'V^'ith  the 
disappearance  of  the  Christmas  rush,  upon  the  advent  of  that  holi¬ 
day,  it  was  to  have  been  expected  that  some  relief  would  be  furnished 
to  the  transportation  companies.  While  the  volume  of  coal  tonnap 
moving  the  present  week  has  been  nominal  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  mines  are  closed  in  many  of  the  districts  due  to  the  prolonged 
celebration  being  indulged  in  by  the  miners,  there  is  no  doubt  but 
what  general  transportation  conditions  are  much  better  than  they 
have  been  at  any  time  during  the  past  three  months.  The  railroads 
are  recovering  from  the  strain  under  which  they  have  labored  due 
to  the  heavy  tonnage  they  have  been  called  upon  to  transport,  and 
this  mild  weather  has  enabled  them  to  put  their  equipment  and 
rolling  stock  in  first  class  condition.  They  are  now  well  prepared 
to  take  care  of  any  freight  movement  of  normal  proportions  which 
may  develop  with  the  advent  of  the  new  year,  although  without  ques¬ 
tion  severe  storms  or  intensely  cold  weather  at  any  time  during 
the  period  when  these  are  likely  to  occur — the  next  two  months— 
would  have  a  temporary  effect  in  paralyzing  train  movement  and 
holding  up  freight. 

If  the  weather  continues  as  mild  during  the  next  two  or  ttiree 
weeks  as  it  has  been  the  past  fortnight,  the  bottom  will  drop  out  of 
the  coal  market  and  prices  will  go  back  to  the  summer  basis.  Part 
of  the  price  advances  which  occurred  the  early  part  of  December 
and  the  latter  part  of  November  have  been  lost  already,  although 
generally  speaking  if  the  market  continues  till  the  middle  of  March 
on  the  present  basis  not  much  complaint  can  be  indulged  in  by 
producers  of  bituminous  coal.  It  is  considerably  better  than  it  was 
a  year  ago  at  this  time  and  if  coal  can  be  sold  on  the  present  basis 
there  is  no  reason  why  producing  companies  should  not  net  a  con¬ 
servative  profit  during  the  next  two  or  three  months. 

The  future  of  the,  coal  trade,  however,  will  be  on  a  weather  basis. 
Shipping  and  producing  companies  during  the  past  week  have  been 
whistling  to  keep  up  courage  which  was  gradually  oozing  away  be¬ 
cause  of  the  mildness  of  the  temperature.  The  bull  argument  which 
they  have  advanced  has  been  to  the  effect  that  January  always  brings 
with  it  storms  and  plenty  of  cold  weather.  This  is  true  during  a 
normal  winter,  but  December  has  not  been  normal.  It  will  probably 
be  found  that  it  has  been  unusually  warm  comparatively  and  that 
some  previous  records  in  this  respect  have  been  shattered. 

Negotiations  as  to  the  bituminous  wage  scale  are  looming  up 
as  one  of  the  immediate  possibilities.  The  miners  will  enter  upon 
their  annual  convention  at  Indianapolis  on  J anuary  sixteenth,  and 
a  week  later  the  operators  will  go  to  that  city  for  the  purpose  of  holding 
a  joint  meeting  with  the  miners.  Then  the  wage  negotiations  will 
be  under  way,  and  while  they  continue  doubtless  will  have  more 
influence  on  market  conditions  than  any  other  factor.  This  may  be 
expected,  especially  if  there  is  a  deadlock  or  the  convention  adjourns 
without  having  reached  an  agreement.  Should  relations  between 
the  operators  and  miners  reach  a  point  where  they  are  strained, 
large  interests  would  begin  to  stock  coal  and  prices  doubtless  would 
take  on  a  stability  which  would  continue  until  all  possibility  of 
trouble  was  avoided. 

In  the  eastern  anthracite  trade,  the  keen  edge  of  the  demand 
which  has  been  such  an  important  feature  during  the  past  three 


of  tKe  Markets. 

months  is  beginning  to  disappear.  New  York  city  and  adjacent 
points  are  well  supplied  with  coal  at  tliis  time,  and  some  shipments 
are  being  diverted  to  go  to  New  England  coastwise  markets,  where 
there  is  a  m.ore  urgent  demand.  ]\Iore  attention  is  also  being  given 
to  the  all-rail  trade.  Where  embargoes  are  in  force  buyers  are  still 
short  of  tonnage  and  are  demanding  that  there  be  a  better  move¬ 
ment  to  them,  anticipating  that  during  the  next  six  or  eight  weeks 
the  market  may  be  on  an  active  basis.  Production  at  the  collieries 
this  week  will  not  be  large.  All  the  coal  that  can  be  shipped  is 
being  absorbed  readily,  while  pea  and  chestnut  all  through  the  east 
are  in  most  active  demand.  The  former,  when  available  on  the 
spot  from  “private”  sources,  commands  a  premium  occasionally. 
Steam  sizes  of  anthracite  continue  to  be  active  and  occasionally  stor¬ 
age  coal  is  withdrawn  to  meet  urgent  orders. 

In  the  w'estern  anthracite  trade,  the  demand  is  easy  on  most  all 
sizes  and  shipjiing  companies  are  complaining  of  the  dullness  which 
prevails.  Chestnut  coal  continues  to  be  more  or  less  active,  but  other 
sizes  are  largely  neglected.  It  looks  now  as  if  the  volume  of  anthra¬ 
cite  business  in  the  west  would  be  considerably  less  the  present 
calendar  year  than  it  was  in  1904.  This  does  not  mean  that  anthra¬ 
cite  would  not  be  in  demand  if  the  weather  were  colder  and  it  was 
required,  but  the  consumption  of  domestic  fuel  in  the  west  the  past 
twelve  months  has  been  less  than  it  was  in  1904.  Last  winter,  the 
weather  was  unusually  equable  and  it  has  been  thus  far  the  present 
season,  with  the  exception  of  October  and  November  when  the 
consumption  of  domestic  coal  was  fully  as  heavy  as  it  has  been  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  thirty  days. 

In  the  bituminous  trade  the  general  tendency  during  the  past 
fortnight  has  been  toward  easier  conditions,  both  as  to  the  available 
supply  as  well  as  prices.  The  western  all-rail  market  has  shown  the 
efiects  of  the  mild  temperature  to  a  greater  extent  than  any  other 
branch  of  the  industry.  Prices  on  some  grades  of  domestic  coal 
in  the  Chicago  market  are  fully  fifty  cents  a  ton  lower  than  they 
were  thirty  days  ago,  while  demurrage  coal  is  accumulating.  Bail- 
roads  were  in  the  market  a  month  ago  for  tonnage,  but  now  are 
receiving  their  supplies  under  the  contracts  which  they  entered  into 
at  the  beginning  of  the  mining  year,  and  wdth  this  large  factor  re¬ 
moved  from  the  spot  market,  buying  demand  is  comparatively  light. 
It  is  reported  that  retailers  all  through  the  west  are  now  well  stocked 
with  coal.  Salesmen  in  off  the  road  during  the  week  from  Iowa 
territo.ry  report  that  it  has  been  hard  to  obtain  orders  during  the 
past  fortnight.  In  Chicago  proper  retailers  are  carrying  mucli 
heavier  stocks  than  they  did  at  the  beginning  of  the  fall,  and  are 
still  taking  in  coal  where  they  can  obtain  genuine  barpins.  Prices 
on  steam  grades  are  rather  weak,  the  oidy  exception  being  screenings 
and  slack  which  are  in  light  supply  and  are  as  firm  as  they  have 
been  at  any  time  the  present  season. 

In  the  eastern  bituminous  trade  tlie  demand  is  not  nearly  as 
urgent  as  it  was  the  early  part  of  last  week.  There  weather  condi¬ 
tions  have  been  favorable,  decreasing  the  consumption  of  coal  and 
permitting  the  producing  companies  to  get  caught  up  with  orders  in 
hand.  Inferior  grades  which  were  bought  eagerly  during  the  recent 
scarcity  of  supplies,  are  now  being  more  or  less  neglected  at  ea-'-tern 
coastwise  distributing  points.  The  standard  coals  have  not  been  affect¬ 
ed  to  any  serious  extent  and  prices  are  generally  well  maintained  on 

the  circular  basis.  ,  . 

The  demand  for  coal  to  be  supplied  to  eastern  all-rail  territory 
continues  to  be  active,  and  shipments  probably  are  increasing  some 
as  a  result  of  the  lessened  demand  at  other  points.  Embargoes  are 
being  gradually  removed  and  it  now  looks  as  if  the  supply  in  con¬ 
sumers’  hands  on  January  first  would  be  sufficient  to  meet  all 
urgent  requirements. 
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Office  of  T he  Black  Diamond, 
Chicago,  III.,  Dec.  29. 

With  weather  in  the  west  nearly  all  of  the 
week  such  as  is  more  likely  to  be  experienced  in 
May  tlwn  mid-winter;  with  the  supply  of  cars 
ample  to  take  all  the  tonnage  that  can  be  pro¬ 
duced  at  the  mines  and  with  a  month  just  draw¬ 
ing  to  a  close  during  which  the  consumption  of 
fuel  has  been  less  than  it  was  in  October,  bitu¬ 
minous  coal  in  the  west  has  developed  a  weakness 
reflected  to  the  extent  of  fifty  cents  a  ton  on 
some  grades  of  domestic  product.  The  phenom¬ 
enal  weather  for  this  season  of  the  year  is  at 
the  bottom  of  the  trouble.  December  will  prob¬ 
ably  be  reported  as  one  of  the  mildest  months  in 
a  decade.  This  is  true,  particularly  in  the  west, 
where  ice  has ‘not  yet  formed  in  all  the  rivers  and 
lakes.  The  manner  in  which  the  fall  opened, 
the  cold  weather  the  latter  part  of  October  and 
the  early  part  of  November,  gave  indications  that 
the  winter  would  bo  a  severe  one,  and  accord¬ 
ingly  dealers  and  consumers  began  to  stock  coal 
heavily.  The  shortage  in  cars  and  the  delays 
in  transportation  made  the  situation  even  worse, 
so  far  as  stocking  the  product  was  concerned, 
buyers  taking  in  as  much  coal  as  they  could,  for 
fear  they  would  not  be  able  to  obtain  it  when  it 
was  required.  As  a  consequence,  due  to  the  light 
consumption  during  the  past  thirty  days,  stocks 
of  coal  in  most  hands  throughout  the  west  are 
on  a  broad  basis,  and  it  will  require  some  real 
winter  to  diminish  them  to  such  an  extent  that 
free  buying  will  again  be  the  rule. 

What  New  Year  May  Bring. 

With  the  advent  of  the  new  year,  the  heaviest 
part  of  the  buying  may  possibly  be  over  for  the 
winter.  This  will  prove  true  the  present  season 
unless  there  should  be  six  or  eight  weeks  of 
steady  cold  weather  later  on.  With  the  advent 
of  March  first,  buying  will  go  wholly  to  a  hand- 
to-mouth  basis.  Dealers  will  begin  to  clean  up 
their  stocks  with  a  view  to  going  to  a  summer 
basis,  while  steam  users  will  approach  the  time 
when  new  contracts  must  be  made  and  when 
they  can  obtain  supplies  of  fuel  readily.  These 
conditions  are  so  usual  and  normal  from  this 
time  forward  that  it  is  well  to  call  attention  to 
them  at  this  time.  Of  course,  it  does  not  follow 
that  they  will  come  true,  particularly  this  year, 
inasmuch  as  there  is  to  be  the  joint  meeting  of 
operators  and  miners  at  Indianapolis  the  latter 
part  of  next  month,  at  which  wage  negotiations 
will  come  up.  Should  these  negotiations  reach  a 
point  where  there  seems  to  be  likely  to  be  a  break 
over  the  new  agreement,  the  coal  industry  will 
feel  the  immediate  effect  of  it  and  the  larger 
users  will  begin  to  stock  tonnage  to  tide  them 
over  the  next  few  months  from  the  first  of  April. 
The  possibility  of  an  anthracite  strike  beginning 
with  the  new  mining  year  will  also  be  a  feature 
of  importance,  which  will  have  an  influence  on 
the  situation.  All  of  these  things  must  be  con¬ 
sidered  in  looking  into  the  future  and  they  each 
may  be  potential  factors  in  shaping  the  course  of 
the  market. 

Chicago  Market  Is  Lower. 

The  situation  at  Chicago  this  week  as  to  a 
supply  of  bituminous  tonnage  is  one  which  calls 
for  considerable  attention.  The  volume  of  de¬ 
murrage  coal  on  track  the  middle  of  the  week 
was  heavy,  nearly  all  of  the  railroads  reporting 
a  large  tonnage.  Some  of  the  coal  traffic  man¬ 
agers  were  using  special  efforts  to  get  shippers 
to  move  coal  which  had  accumulated  with  a  view 
to  relieving  the  situation,  but  owing  to  mild 
weather  buying  demand  was  unusually  light  and 
prices  sagged  off  to  a  considerable  extent.  Al¬ 
though  the  production  from  a  comparative  stand¬ 
point  will  be  light  the  present  week,  considerable 
coal  is  arriving,  which  may  add  to  the  accumula¬ 
tion.  Producing  companies  who  desire  to  obtain 
the  best  market  for  their  product  at  this  writing 
should  divert  their  coal  from  Chicago.  Addi¬ 
tional  tonnage  will  make  the  situation  only  worse, 
unless  there  should  happen  to  be  cold  weather 
very  quickly.  Then  the  market  might  show  some 
strength  for  a  few  days,  but  with  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  present  summer  temperature,  coal  is 
draggy  and  the  prices  are  being  made  by  buyers 


instead  of  by  producers.  This  is  true  on  prac¬ 
tically  all  grades  of  eastern  and  western  coal, 
with  the  exception  of  screenings,  which  hold  up 
to  about  the  same  basis  as  last  week.  Eastern 
bituminous  coals  comparatively  are  as  weak  in 
the  all-rail  markets  as  those  produced  in  Illinois 
and  Indiana. 

The  most  encouraging  feature  of  the  situation 
is  with  reference  to  dock  stocks.  It  is  under¬ 
stood  that  practically  three  of  the  dock  compa¬ 
nies  have  now  sold  all  the  Hocking  they  have 
in  storage,  and  during  the  remainder  of  the  sea¬ 
son  will  be  obliged  to  piece  out  with  tonnage 
which  they  can  secure  by  way  of  the  car  ferries. 
Producing  companies  are  having  inquiries  from 
this  source  already  and  some  trading  has  been 
done  by  dock  companies  that  must  secure  sup¬ 
plies.  The  dock  stocks  of  smokeless  and  splint 
are  also  very  light  and  it  looks  now  as  if  they 
would  be  heavy  buyers  of  these  coals  before  the 
end  of  the  winter.  In  some  quarters  it  is  also 
reported  that  steam  grades  will  be  exhausted 
providing  there  is  a  normal  winter  as  to  tem¬ 
perature  and  storms.  This  is  encouraging,  be¬ 
cause  every  car  that  is  diverted  to  car  ferry  busi¬ 
ness  will  mean  that  much  less  supply  in  the  all¬ 
rail  trade.  In  other  words  with  a  wider  distri¬ 
bution,  better  prices  should  be  obtained  for  those 
products  which  are  in  greatest  demand. 

Western  Anthracite  Demand  Dull. 

In  the  western  anthracite  trade  the  situation 
continues  to  be  more  or  less  dull.  Little  new 
business  is  developing  from  retailers,  and  most 
of  the  current  shipments  are  on  orders  placed 
some  time  ago.  The  supply  of  chestnut  is  not 
sufficient  to  meet  the  demand  yet,  and  most  of 
the  shipping  companies  are  short.  Egg  and  other 
larger  sizes  are  plentiful  both  at  the  docks  and 
in  the  all-rail  trade.  Some  pressure  is  being 
exerted  in  certain  quarters  to  move  these  coals, 
where  they  have  accumulated  on  track,  but  there 
is  no  pronounced  cutting  of  prices.  It  looks 
now  as  if  the  total  tonnage  moved  the  present 
twelve-month  by  the  Chicago  shipping  compa¬ 
nies  will  be  less  than  for  the  same  period  a 
year  ago.  December  of  last  year  there  was  a 
heavy  consumption  of  coal,  but  except  for  chest¬ 
nut,  buying  demand  the  past  thirty  days  has  been 
dull. 

The  movement  of  all-rail  anthracite  from  the 
collieries  shows  some  improvement,  although  the 
supply  of  cars  does  not  seem  to  have  increased. 
The  greatest  improvement  is  in  the  time  re¬ 
quired  for  cars  to  come  through  from  the  mines, 
the  absence  of  snow  and  zero  temperature  facili¬ 
tating  the  movement  very  materially.  In  all  prob¬ 
ability  production  this  week  will  be  light  and  next 
week  receipts  will  be  comparatively  smaller.  The 
labor  situation  in  the  region  has  not  yet  suffi¬ 
ciently  cleared  as  to  indicate  what  will  be  done. 
The  miners  have  presented  their  various  propo¬ 
sitions  adopted  at  the  Shamokin  convention  to 
the  presidents  of  the  coal  roads  and  the  latter 
have  the  matter  under  consideration,  but  have 
not  yet  indicated  what  policy  they  will  adopt. 
In  all  probability  there  will  be  definite  develop¬ 
ments  the  coming  week.  The  sentiment  seems 
to  indicate  peace,  but  negotiations  have  not  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  such  length  that  any  definite  prediction 
can  be  made. 

Car  Supply  Is  Improved. 

In  the  bituminous  trade  the  car  supply  has 
shown  an  improvement.  This  is  true  partic¬ 
ularly  in  Illinois  and  Indiana,  where  favorable 
weather  has  permitted  the  railroads  to  catch  up 
with  their  business.  They  are  now  supplying 
about  the  normal  number  of  cars  at  the  various 
mines.  In  Ohio  there  is  some  complaint  out  of 
the  Hocking  region,  the  principal  coal  carrying- 
roads  being  unable  to  meet  all  the  demands  made 
upon  them.  Smokeless  shippers  have  received 
about  si.xty-five  to  seventy-five  per  cent  of  a 
normal  supply  of  cars  this  week,  while  the  ton¬ 
nage  coming  out  of  the  Fairmont  and  western 
Pennsylvania  fields  has  shown  a  substantial  in¬ 
crease. 

Smokeless  coal  in  the  Chicago  all-rail  market 
has  been  on  a  demurrage  basis  as  to  lump  and 
egg  for  the  past  week  and  a  half.  Shipping  com¬ 
panies  have  a  large  amount  of  this  coal  standing 


on  track  which  they  are  using  their  best  endeav¬ 
ors  to  move,  but  prices  have  been  shaded  consid¬ 
erably  where  car  service  charges  had  begun  to 
accumulate.  The  range  of  prices  on  standard 
coal  is  $2.00@2.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $4.05@4.55 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  In  all  probability  some  coal  has 
been  moved  at  less  figures  than  those  mentioned 
as  the  minimum,  but  the  bulk  of  the  trading  has 
been  within  the  quotations.  Demand  is  dull  and 
sluggish  and  a  continuance  of  the  present  weather 
conditions  will  result  in  a  further  slump  in  prices 
without  any  question.  Run-of-mine  smokeless 
coal  is  not  nearly  as  strong  as  it  was,  some  hav¬ 
ing  been  against  car  service  charges  in  Chicago 
during  the  past  week,  owing  to  the  slack  demand. 
'1  he  quoted  range  of  prices  at  present  is  $1.50  f.  o. 
b.  the  mines  or  $3.55  f.  o.  b.  cars  Chicago.  These 
prices  prevail  on  spot  coal.  Shipping  companies 
are  not  inclined  to  accept  orders  for  future  ship¬ 
ment  at  less  than  $1.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  run- 
of-mine  and  $2.25@2.50  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  for  lump 
and  egg. 

Standard  splint  coals  are  largely  neglected  and 
the  demand  is  not  taking  care  of  all  the  tonnage 
that  comes  forward.  Owing  to  these  conditions 
it  is  difficult  to  report  the  market  accurately,  but 
a  fair  quotation  for  shipments  from  the  mines 
would  be  on  the  basis  of  $1.50@1.60  or  $3.40® 
3.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Some  of  this  coal  has  been 
sold  below  these  figures  the  past  week  owing  to 
the  necessity  of  moving  it  quickly. 

Eastern  Coals  in  Better  Supply. 

Fairmont  product  is  in  much  more  liberal  sup 
ply  in  the  Chicago  market  than  it  has  been  at 
any  time  within  the  past  three  months.  It  is 
evident  that  the  car  supply  has  improved  and 
that  operating  companies  were  attracted  to  Chi¬ 
cago  by  the  high  prices  which  previously  pre¬ 
vailed.  The  arrival  of  a  considerable  tonnage, 
however,  has  resulted  in  a  slump  in  prices.  Pre¬ 
vailing  quotations  on  spot  coal  this  week  were 
$1.00@1.20  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or  $2.90@3.10  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago  for  three-quarter  preparation.  Move¬ 
ment  from  the  mines  on  orders  to  be  shipped  is 
on  the  basis  of  $1.25@1.35  f.  o.  b.,  the  general 
impression  being  that  the  future  will  bring  a 
better  demand. 

Youghiogheny  coal  has  also  scaled  down  in  the 
Chicago  market  during  the  week  and  is  quoted  on 
the  basis  of  $1.25@1.35  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $3.15 
@3.25  f.  0.  b.  Chicago.  This  is  quite  a  reduction 
from  the  prices  which  previously  prevailed.  Coal 
for  shipment  is  held  at  higher  figures  than  those 
named,  owing  to  the  belief  that  the  future  holds 
promise  of  higher  prices.  The  spot  tonnage  is 
heavier  than  it  has  been  in  a  number  of  weeks. 

Wide  Range  in  Hocking  Prices. 

Hocking  coal  shows  the  widest  range  in  its 
history  in  this  market.  Prices  cover  a  scope  of 
fifty  cents  a  ton,  due  to  the  urgency  felt  on  the 
part  of  shipping  companies  to  move  tonnage 
which  they  have  on  track.  There  is  no  ques¬ 
tion  but  the  rail  market  is  on  a  much  easier 
basis  than  it  has  been  and  there  is  a  consider¬ 
able  tonnage  of  coal  against  demurrage  at  Chi¬ 
cago.  It  is  difficult  to  move  this  promptly  owing 
to  the  restrictions  as  to  the  movement  of  cars 
west  of  this  point  and  because  local  dealers  are 
not  buying  to  any  great  extent.  Prices  quoted 
during  the  week  for  the  domestic  grades  have 
been  $1.60  @2.10  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or  on  the  ba¬ 
sis  of  $3.25@3.75  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  The  minimum 
figures  were  named  more  frequently  than  the 
maximum  in  all  probability,  although  some  coal 
has  moved  at  the  latter.  Where  demurrage  coal 
has  been  offered  shipping  companies  have  ex¬ 
erted  themselves  to  find  a  buyer,  forcing  prices 
down  in  order  to  obtain  disposition.  On  move¬ 
ment  from  the  mines,  prevailing  qitotations  are 
$1.75@2.00  f.  o.  b.  or  $3.40@3.65  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 

Western  domestic  coals  are  weak  and  the  mar¬ 
gin  of  quotations  between  the  maximum  and 
minimum  price  is  considerable.  Sullivan  and 
Greene  county  domestic  lump  have  been  quoted 
during  the  week  at  $1.60@2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
or  $2.40@2.80  f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Spot  coal  against 
car  service  has  commanded  the  minimum  figure, 
while  movement  in  one  and  tw’o  car  lot  orders 
to  small  dealers  has  been  at  the  maximum  figure. 
Inch-and-a-quarter  lump  is  held  at  $1.40@1.50 
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f  o.  b.  the  mines  or  $2.20@2.30.  Run-of-mine 
has  also  shown  a  wide  range  on  ^e  basis  of 
$1.10@1.30  f.  o.  b.  the  mines  or  $1.90@2.10  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago  Few  screenings  have  been  offered  in 
the  open  market,  but  the  range  of  quotations  is 
about  the  same  as  a  week  ago.  Brazil  block 
lump  coal  is  reported  quiet  with  demand  unusu¬ 
ally  light  and  considerable  pressure  being  ex¬ 
erted  to  move  spot  product. 

Situation  in  Western  Coals. 

Carterville  coal  shows  little  change  in  move¬ 
ment  to  points  outside  Chicago,  but  the  local 
market  is  very  weak  and  prices  have  shown  a 
considerable  reduction.  On  orders  for  future 
shipment  the  range  of  prices  is  $1.75@2.00  f,  o.  b. 
the  mine  for  domestic  lump,  but  on  movement  to 
Chicago  prices  are  $1.50@1.75  f.  o.  b.  the  mine 
or  $2.50@2.75  f.  o.  b.  this  city.  Washed  coal 
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does  not  seem  to  have  shown  much  change  in 
price,  the  larger  sizes  generally  being  held  up 
nearly  to  the  list  basis. 

Springfield  coals  are  weak  owing  to  the  ex¬ 
cellent  transportation  from  that  district  during 
the  past  week  and  a  half.  Lump  coal  in  the  do¬ 
mestic  sizes  is  held  on  the  basis  of  $1.50@1.75 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.25@2.50  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Incli-and-a-quarter  fueling  coal  is  held  at  $1.30@ 
1.40  f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $2.05@2.15  f.  o.  b.  Chi¬ 
cago  Run-of-mine  coal  is  quoted  at  $1.05  @1.15 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.80@1.90  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Screenings  rule  firm  on  the  basis  of  60@65c 
f.  o.  b.  the  mine  or  $1.35 @1.40  f.  o.  b.  Chicago. 
Danville  coal  rules  on  the  same  basis  f.  o.  b. 
Chicago  as  Springfield  coal.  Northern  Illinois 
third-vein  coal  is  inclined  to  be  weak  owing  to 
the  light  buying  demand  at  present. 

Dock  prices  on  standard  bituminous  coals  rule 
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on  the  circular  basis.  Supply  of  cars  is  increas¬ 
ing  slightly,  but  most  of  the  dock  companies 
have  unfilled  orders  which  they  will  carry  over 
into  the  new  year.  Some  cancellations  continue 
to  be  reported  owing  to  the  fact  that  buyers 
placed  orders  with  several  companies  during  the 
shortage  of  cars.  Now  that  coal  is  moving  more 
freely,  in  some  instances,  they  are  canceling  this 
business. 

The  foundry  coke  market  continues  quiet  and 
without  important  changes.  Buying  demand  at 
the  movement  is  light  due  to  the  holiday  season, 
but  it  is  expected  that  increased  activity  will  de¬ 
velop  with  the  new  year.  Connellsville  seventy- 
two  hour  foundry  coke  continues  on  the  basis  of 
$3.00@3.25  f.  0.  b.  the  ovens  or  $5.65@5.90 
f.  o.  b.  Chicago.  Furnace  coke  is  quiet  and  steady 
in  price.  Smithing  coal  holds  steady  at  $1.75@ 
2.00  f.  o.  b.  the  mines. 


Market  Conditions  and  Trade  Gossip  from  Cincinnati 


Office  of  The  Black  Diamond, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Dec.  28. 

It  has  been  freely  predicted  for  ten  days  or 
two  weeks  that  a  continuation,  even  for  a  few 
days,  of  the  unseasonably  warm  weather  then 
occurring  would  probably  cause  a  decided  change 
for  the  worse  in  this  market.  The  weather  has 
remained  warm,  however,  and  the  general  market 
is  still  in  exactly  the  same  condition  that  has 
chaacterized  it  for  at  least  two  weeks.  That 
there  is  a  weakness  in  the  market  is  not  denied 
by  any  one;  but  the  weakness  has  not  yet  re¬ 
sulted  in  an  accumulation  of  coal,  or  even  ^ 
lowering  of  prices  to  any  marked  extent.  The 
shippers  are  sensible  enough  to  know  that  it 
would  be  almost  suicidal  to  cut  prices  right  now. 
There  is  still  a  large  amount  of  unfilled  business 
bn  many  of  the  producing  companies’  books,  and 
they  know  that  if  they  lower  prices  now  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  temporary  lull  caused  by  the  un¬ 
seasonably  warm  weather  and  the  Christmas  holi¬ 
days,  that  it  will  undoubtedly  result  in  a  reduc¬ 
tion  in  price  on  nearly  every  unfilled  order  on 
their  books.  They  are  fighting  hard,  therefore, 
to  hold  a  stiff  upper  lip,  and  to  make  it  appear 
as  plausible  as  possible  that  it  would  be  the 
rankest  folly  to  materially  change  their  prices. 
No  one  can  blame  them.  There  is  no  coal  on 
demurrage  in  this  markqt,  and  it  is  well  known 
that  if  a  real  deep  snow  should  come  now,  and 
cripple  the  railroads  for  a  few  days,  there  would 
soon  be  an  actual  scarcity  of  fuel. 

Production  is  Light  This  Week. 

Every  coal  operator  in  the  land  usually  looks 
forward  to  Christmas  week  as  one  of  the  dullest 
of  the  year  at  the  mines.  No  matter  how  much 
miners  need  the  money,  they  will  not  work  dur¬ 
ing  the  holidays.  This  fact  has  become  gener¬ 
ally  known,  and  the  trade  figures  on  a  very  light 
production  at  this  time  of  year.  The  indisposi¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  miners  to  work  causes  a 
comparative  improvement  in  the  car  service  of 
the  railroads,  and  the  few  mines  that  are  working 
this  week  find  themselves,  for  the  first  time  dur¬ 
ing  the  entire  season,  with  all  the  cars  they  can 
load. 

Current  Prices  at  the  Mines. 

Notwithstanding  the  apparent  weakness  in  this 
market,  the  representative  of  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond  did  not  find  a  single  selling  agency  who 
would  admit  quoting  a  price  on  standard  lump 
coal  even  as  low  as  $1.75  a  ton  at  the  mines. 
Most  of  them  claim  that  for  the  few  sales  they 
have  made  during  the  past  week  they  have  ob¬ 
tained  $1.85  as  a  minimum.  Coarse  lump,  such 
as  three,  four  and  five  inch  preparation,  is  being 
quoted  as  high  as  $2.25  a  ton  at  the  mines.  Poca¬ 
hontas  and  New  River  lump  and  egg  is  being 
quoted  at  all  multiples  of  five  from  $2.25  to  $2.75 
a  ton  at  the  mines,  though  it  must  be  said  that 
the  lower  prices  were  nearly  all  made  by  one  con¬ 
cern,  and  that  the  largest  handlers  of  Pocahontas 
coal  in  this  market  have  not  changed  their  quota¬ 
tions  from  $2.75.  It  is  remarkable,  too,  that 
the  high  priced  coal  has  sold  almost  as  well  as 
the  cheap  coal.  Smokeless  run-of-mine  ranges 
from  $1.35  a  ton  upward.  War  Eagle  lump  is 
worth  $2.35  at  the  mines. 


In  sharp  contrast  with  the  market  for  lump 
coal,  especially  for  family  consumption,  there  is 
an  unusually  heavy  demand  for  all  grades  of  steam 
coal.  The  demand  for  these  grades  of  fuel  may 
have  something  to  do  with  the  dullness  in  the 
lump  coal  market;  but  it  probably  has  not  nearly 
as  much  effect  upon  lump  as  the  warm  weather. 
Out  of  town  buyers  have  been  scouring  this  mar¬ 
ket  all  week  for  nut  and  slack,  pea  and  slack 
and  other  grades  of  fine  coal,  and  when  they  were 
unable  to  get  what  they  wished,  they  would,  in 
many  instances,  buy  run-of-mine.  Nut  and  slack 
and  pea  have  sold  readily  at  70  and  75  cents, 
and  one  rather  large  contract  was  made  during 
the  week  for  washed  pea  at  90  cents  a  ton  at 
the  mines.  Kanawha  run-of-mine  has  been  sell¬ 
ing  at  $1.40  and  $1.50  a  ton  at  the  mines. 

Another  Run  of  River  Coal. 

Recent  heavy  rains  caused  another  rise  in  the 
headwaters  of  the  coal  producing  rivers,  and  an¬ 
other  run  of  coal  has  just  been  added  to  the 
river  markets  between  Pittsburg  and  New  Or¬ 
leans.  As  nearly  as  can  be  learned,  the  run  will 
not  affect  the  Cincinnati  market  in  the  least,  as 
there  is  plenty  of  water  for  the  big  boats  to  go 
south  with  their  coal,  and  there  is  no  danger 
from  ice  in  the  south,  and  great  danger  here,  the 
river  shippers  are  sending  as  much  as  possible 
of  their  product  to  Memphis  and  New  Orleans, 
leaving  only  enough  here  for  immediate  require¬ 
ments.  As  noted  last  spring  in  this  report,  the 
river  shippers  “yarded”  more  coal  here  this  sea¬ 
son  than  they  had  done  before  for  many  years, 
so  even  if  the  river  would  freeze  over  this  win¬ 
ter,  the  river  coal  men  have  a  good  deal  of  coal 
in  their  yards.  There  has  been  a  slight  weaken¬ 
ing  in  the  river  market  wholesale,  and  sales  of 
Kanawha  lump  have  been  made  at  6^4  cents  a 
bushel  afloat.  Most  of  the  lump  here  is  held  at 
7@7J4  cents  a  bushel,  however.  River  nut  and 
slack  is  worth  4J4@5J4  cents  a  bushel  afloat. 
River  lump  loaded  on  cars  is  quoted  at  $2.50  and 
nut  and  slack  $1.55  a  ton. 

Retail  Trade  Is  Dull. 

The  warm  weather,  along  with  the  holiday  sea¬ 
son,  has  reduced  the  demand  for  coal  for  family 
use  to  a  minimum,  and  no  improvement  is  ex¬ 
pected  until  the  weather  conditions  force  indigent 
buyers  to  provide  themselves  with  fuel.  Poca¬ 
hontas  and  New  River  lump  sell  for  $4.50,  Pitts¬ 
burg,  Kanawha,  Thacker,  Fairmont  and  other 
splint  lump  $3.50,  anthracite  $7.50  and  gas  coke 
9  and  10  cents  a  bushel. 

Coal  Men  Indicted. 

The  investigation  that  has  been  going  on  for 
some  time  under  the  direction  of  County  Prose¬ 
cutor  Hiram  Rulison  resulted  Tuesday  in  the 
indictment  of  nearly  every  prominent  retail  coal 
man  in  Cincinnati.  The  movement  has  been  re¬ 
garded  all  along  by  those  who  are  informed  as  a 
“grand  stand  play”  on  the  part  of  the  county 
prosecutor,  and  none  of  the  coal  men  feels  at_  all 
alarmed  at  the  outcome  of  it.  At  the  same  time 
it  will  cause  them  considerable  expense  in  the 
matter  of  hiring  lawyers  to  defend  them,  and 


certain  daily  papers  always  find  the  coal  men 
apparently  their  principal  objects  of  abuse,  arid 
no  doubt  considerable  unfavorable  comment  will 
be  made  by  the  daily  press,  all  of  which  is  to  be 
greatly  regretted.  According  to  Mr.  Rulison,  he 
will  proceed  at  once  to  prosecute  the  coal  men. 

The  names  of  the  dealers  indicted,  and  the 
companies  they  represent,  are  as  follows: 

John  Brashears,  secretary  of  the  Consolidated 
Coal  &  Mining  Co. 

William  Marmet,  president  of  the  Marmet  Coal 

Co.  ,  ^ 

H.  R.  Mather,  general  manager  of  Castner, 
Curran  &  Bullitt.  ^ 

Jacob  P.  Bauer,  manager  of  W.  H.  Brown  s 
Son. 

Robert  A.  Colter,  cashier  of  C.  G.  Blake  &  Co. 
Melville  E.  Lynn,  manager  of  the  Queen  City 
Coal  Co. 

Mathew  W.  Doggett,  assistant  manager  of  the 
Fairmont  Coal  Co. 

Robert  P.  Gillham,  secretary  of  the  Campbell’s 
Creek  Coal  Co. 

Robert  J.  Kroger,  proprietor  of  the  Kroger 
Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Chapman  R.  Hinsch,  president  of  the  Hinsch 
Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Kuper  Hood,  manager  of  the  Big  Hill  Coal  Co. 
Henry  C.  Whetstone. 

William  Clauss,  president  of  the  Cincinnati  Gas 
Coke,  Coal  &  Mining  Co. 

August  B.  Trum,  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Trum  Coal  Co. 

Alexander  Cunninghame,  president  of  the  Luh- 
rig  Coal  Co. 

Charles  L.  Bowman,  president  of  the  Walnut 
Hills  Coal  &  Mining  Co. 

George  W.  Theis,  vice-president  of  the  Mo- 
nongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

Legislature  May  Investigate  Switching. 
There  is  a  strong  likelihood  that  the  Ohio  leg¬ 
islature  will  be  called  upon  to  investigate  the 
switching  charges  on  coal  in  Cincinnati.  Sev¬ 
eral  months  ago  the  Receivers’  and  Shippers’  As¬ 
sociation  of  this  city  made  formal  complaint  to 
the  state  railroad  commissioner  that  the  rates 
charged  by  the  railroads  of  Cincinnati  for  switch¬ 
ing  coal  were  exorbitant  and  unlawful.  Shortly 
after  the  filing  of  this  case  with  the  state  railroad 
commissioner,  and  the  denial  by  the  railroads, 
and  before  the  commissioner  could  hear  testi¬ 
mony  in  the  case,  he  was  taken  ill.  By  the  time 
he  had  recovered,  the  fall  elections  had  taken 
place,  resulting  in  a  change  of  administration  in 
the  state.  When  the  coal  men,  who  are  the  com¬ 
plainants,  recently  called  upon  the  state  commis¬ 
sioner  for  information  as  to  when  he  was  going 
to  take  up  their  case,  they  were  surprised  to  learn 
that  he  had  received  instructions  from  Governor 
Herrick  to  drop  all  new  business  and  proceed 
with  the  compilation  of  his  annual  report  and  to 
prepare  to  surrender  his  office.  It  is  said^  that 
this  has  caused  the  Receivers’  and  Shippers’  As¬ 
sociation  to  decide  to  appeal  to  higher  authority, 
and  to  endeavor  to  have  the  state  legislature  in¬ 
vestigate  the  entire  matter  of  switching  charges. 
The  whole  controversy  arose  over  alleged  ex¬ 
orbitant  switching  charges  on  coal. 
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There  was  a  meeting  of  the  executive  officers 
of  all  the  coal  roads  entering  Cincinnati  on 
1  hursday  of  last  week,  and  a  number  of  malte'^s 
f)f  interest  to  the  coal  trade  were  discussed.  In 
the  first  place,  an  effort  was  made  to  get  the 
Louisville  &  Nashville  up  to  rates  the  otl.er  roads 
charge  for  coal  into  Cincinnati,  and  this  effort 
may  bear  fruit  by  April  first,  the  date  when  coal 
rates  are  usually  put  into  effect.  The  Louisville 
&  Nashville  has  always  enjoyed  a  differential  on 
certain  grades  of  coal.  The  question  of  crowded 
terminals  in  and  around  Cincinnati  also  came  in 
for  a  large  share  of  the  discussion,  and  steps  were 
taken  that  may  lead  to  an  early  relief  of  the  con¬ 
gestion.  A  committee  consisting  of  the  division 
superintendents  of  all  the  coal  roads  entering 
Cincinnati  was  appointed  and  instructed  to  per¬ 
sonally  inspect  all  terminals  and  adopt  some  plan 
to  facilitate  the  movement  of  coal.  It  was  ad¬ 
mitted  that  the  present  condition  seriously  hin¬ 
dered  movement  of  fuel  at  a  time  of  year  when 
delays  were  most  expensive.  It  is  thought  that 
by  co-operation  and  elimination  of  certain  forms 
of  switching  charges,  assessed  by  one  railroad 
company  against  another,  the  movement  can  be 
(luickened  and  greatly  improved. 

Good  Weather  Has  Helped  Railroads 

The  unusually  good  weather  of  the  entire  fall 
and  winter  thus  far  has  enabled  the  railroads  to 
give  immeasurably  better  service  than  they  would 
otherwise  have  been  able  to  do.  Many  of  the  coal 
men  arc  firm  in  naming  prices  for  future  ship¬ 
ment,  principally  because  they  believe  that  from 
this  time  forward  the  weather  conditions  will  be 
such  that  the  railroads  can  not  handle  nearly 
as  much  coal  as  they  are  now  doing,  and  that 
consequently  coal  will  be  very  scarce  in  many 
quarters. 

Coal  Freight  Rates  Are  Unchanged. 

It  vyas  practically  decided  at  the  recent  meeting 
of  railroad  officials  in  this  city  that  the  present 
freight  rates  on  coal  from  the  mines  to  Cincin¬ 
nati  and  tributary  points  will  not  be  changed 
on  April  first,  1906. 

$ 

PERSONAL  AND  GENERAL  NOTES. 

Capt.  Thomas  J.  Hall,  who  is  suffering  from  a 
severe  attack  of  typhoid  pneumonia,  is  improv¬ 
ing. 

H.  R.  Mather,  manager  of  the  Cincinnati  of¬ 
fice  of  Castner,  Curran  &  Bullitt,  made  a  tour 
of  Indiana  this  week,  calling  on  his  trade. 

Chas.  L.  Crush,  general  manager,  and  R.  S. 
Dugan,  of  the  Atlas  Coal  Co.,  Louisville,  were 
Cincinnati  business  visitors  during  the  week. 

Capt.  George  W.  Thomas,  general  manager  of 
C.  Jutte  &  Co.,  Pittsburg,  was  here  this  week 
looking  after  the  towboats  belonging  to  his  com¬ 
pany. 

T.  F.  Farrell,  general  manager  of  the  Poca¬ 
hontas  Coke  Co.,  Bramwell,  W.  Va.,  is  spending 
the  Christmas  holidays  here  with  his  family  and 
his  many  friends. 

Harry  R.  Neilson,  the  popular  general  sales 
agent  of  the  Winifrede  Coal  Co.,  has  been  laid 
up  for  a  few  days  with  a  severe  cold.  He  is  out 
again,  however,  attending  to  business. 

George  O.  Morrison,  formerly  well,  known  in 
the  local  coal  trade,  passed  through  the  city  the 
other  day  after  having  spent  a  delightful  visit 
with  a  number  of  relatives  in  Charleston,  W.  Va. 

Col.  A.  M.  Woolridge  of  Coalburg,  W.  Va., 
was  the  guest  of  Capt.  Edward  Schonebaum  on 
’change  recently.  Colonel  Woolridge  is  one  of 
the  oldest  and  best-known  coal  operators  in  the 
Kanawha  district. 

The  big  boom  on  the  steam  coal  shovel  of  the 
Queen  City  Coal  Co.  broke  Wednesday  and  let 
the  big  steel  bucket,  weighing  about  five  tons, 
drop  through  the  bottom  of  a  partly  loaded  coal 
boat,  sinking  the  boat.  The  damage  done  was 
considerable. 

The  members  of  the  citizens’  sub-committee 
on  a  belt  railroad  for  Cincinnati  met  with  Super¬ 
intendent  McCrea  of  the  Pennsylvania  lines  on 


I  hursday  of  last  week.  Mr.  McCrea  is  chairman 
of  the  railroads’  committee.  Another  meeting 
will  be  held  early  in  the  new  year.  The  project 
of  a  belt  railroad  is  far  from  being  dead. 

John  C.  C.  Mayo,  a  director  in  the  Northern 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  which  owns  over  400,000  acres 
of  the  finest  coal  lands  in  the  world,  located 
along  the  Big  Sandy  river,  was  a  Cincinnati 
business  visitor  during  the  week.  Mr.  Mayo  up 
to  less  than  ten  years  ago  was  a  country  school 
teacher,  but  he  saw  the  possibilities  of  the  future 
in  the  coal  deposits  along  the  Big  Sandy,  and 
used  his  knowledge  and  judgment  with  the  money 


1  he  weather  continues  most  unseasonable  and 
the  situation  from  the  coal  man’s  point  of  view 
is  little  more  encouraging  than  was  portrayed  in 
this  review  last  week.  The  only  improvement 
noted  today  is  in  the  tone  of  the  retail  market. 
1  he  demand  for  family  anthracite  and  bitumi¬ 
nous  was  better  during  the  week  than  at  any 
time  since  the  winter  retail  season  started,  but 
there  is  still  much  room  for  improvement.  Re¬ 
tail  prices  have  not  advanced  with  as  much  celer¬ 
ity  as  was  hoped  for  at  the  beginning  of  the  sea¬ 
son  and  the  expected  high  December  prices  have 
not  yet  materialized.  The  soft  weather  is  ac¬ 
countable  for  the  trouble. 

Wholesalers,  too,  have  much  to  complain  of 
now  that  the  car  situation  is  improving  after  a 
prolonged  period  of  almost  unprecedented  short¬ 
age;  the  demand  is  letting  go  its  grip  and  the 
market  consequently  is  losing  some  of  its  strength. 
Prices  are  holding  fairly  strong  with  run-of- 
mine  around  the  $1.25  mark,  while  the  smaller 
sizes  of  coal  are  taking  the  lead  in  demand.  Slack 
from  the  Pittsburg  district  mines  continues  to  be 
in  very  short  supply  and  large  lots  can  not  be 
filled  on  the  spot.  The  popular  price  for  slack 
is  $1.00  per  ton  for  immediate  delivery. 

River  coal  operators  have  just  completed  an¬ 
other  shipment,  the  barge  stage  coming  last  Sat¬ 
urday.  River  coal  officials  had  little  of  a  holiday 
Sunday  and  Monday,  as  the  various  companies 
succeeded  in  getting  started  on  a  southern  trip 
more  than  2,000,000  bushels  of  coal.  Among  the 
river  concerns  releasing  the  largest  shipments 
are  the  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.,  the  A.  R.  Budd  Co.,  C.  Jutte  &  Co., 
and  the  United  Coal  Co. 

Coke  Trade  Continues  Strong. 

All  that  may  be  said  of  the  coke  trade  this 
week  is  that  the  market  is  holding  its  strong 
position  and  that  the  record  of  weekly  increased 
tonnage  in  shipments  and  production  is  being 
kept  up  in  all  of  the  western  Pennsylvania  coke 
producing  regions.  All  of  the  ovens  are  working 
pretty  well  up  to  their  full  capacity  and  unless 
the  demand  for  coke  becomes  so  heavy  the  early 
part  of  next  year  as  to  compel  the  forcing  of 
ovens  by  extra  heavy  charges,  the  present  oven 
capacity  will  be  sufficient  to  handle  the  business. 
The  car  supply  in  the  coke  regions  has  not  been 
so  good  for  many  weeks  and  the  weather  is  re¬ 
markably  fine  for  shipping  purposes.  Figures 
show  that  the  production  for  the  week  amounted 
to  283,982  tons  in  the  Connellsville  and  Union- 
town  regions,  an  increase  of  about  500  tons  over 
their  output  of  the  preceding  week.  Shipments 
aggregated  13,000  cars,  distributed  about  equally 
east  and  west.  Total  shipments  were  290,932 
tons,  a  heavy  increase  over  the  shipments  the 
previous  week.  The  production  and  shipments 
from  the  fields  of  lesser  importance,  such  as  the 
Masontown  and  Scottdale  producing  dis.tricts, 
considerably  augment  the  grand  total  list. 

General  Notes  From  the  Field. 

It  is  reported  that  100  additional  coke  ovens 
will  be  added  to  the  Yough  coke  works  at  Doug¬ 
lass  station  of  the  P.  &  L.  E.  railroad. 

The  winter  meeting  of  the  Western  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Mining  Institute  was  held  in  the  Bar  Asso¬ 
ciation  rooms  in  the  Allegheny  county  court 
house  last  Thursday  and  Friday.  The  name  of 
the  organization  was  changed  to  the  Coal  Mining 
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of  some  friends  and  made  himself  immenseh' 
wealthy.  His  interests  would  sell  for  more  than 
a  million  dollars  today. 

C.  M.  Budd,  superintendent  and  general  sales 
agent  of  the  West  Kentucky  Coal  Co.,  with  head¬ 
quarters  at  Paducah,  Ky.,  was  here  during  the 
week  His  company  has  just  bought  a  lot  of 
new  barges  at  Pittsburg,  and  Mr.  Budd  had  them 
loaded  with  coal,  and  his  steamer  Harvester 
passed  Cincinnati  Wednesday  with  about  thirty 
of  these  loaded  crafts.  The  barges  will  be  used 
m  the  West  Kentucky  Coal  Co.’s  lower  Ohio 
river  business  after  this  first  trip. 


Institute  of  America  and  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year  were  elected  as  follows:  President,  Fred 
C.  Keighly;  vice-president,  William  L.  Affelder- 
auditors,  Thomas  Hall  and  John  Britt. 

Several  hundred  miners  recently  had  a  narrow 
escape  at  Emblem.  Heavy  rains  had  swollen 
Long  run  to  the  size  of  a  river,  and  through  a 
cave-in  the  water  poured  into  the  mine.  A  bur¬ 
ned  alarm  was  given  and  the  miners  all  escaped. 
The  mine  was  damaged  considerably. 

The  Domestic  Coal  Co.  of  Monongahela,  Pa, 
has  begun  to  mine  what  is  known  as  “the  four- 
foot  vein’’  of  coal.  This  company  had  a  small 
area  of  the  Pittsburg  seam  and  exhausted  it.  The 
four-foot  seam  of  coal  in  the  Monongahela  val¬ 
ley  is  probably  a  better  commercial  proposition 
than  scores  of  seams  worked  in  other  parts  of 
the  country. 

Among  the  recent  contracts  for  new  mine 
equipment  in  this  district  is  that  placed  this 
week  with  the  Westinghouse  Electric  &  Manu¬ 
facturing  Co.  by  the  Keystone  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 
for  the  mines  of  that  company  at  Keystone,  W. 
Va.  A  1,100-volt  alternator  will  be  installed  in 
the  mining  plant  at  this  place  besides  many  other 
modern  improvements. 

A  number  of  the  large  coal  companies  of  west¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania  have  been  adding  largely  to 
their  facilities  for  housing  their  employes.  At 
the  Ocean  Coal  Co.’s  plant  at  Herminie  thirty 
new  six-room  houses  are  ready  for  occupancy; 
at  the  Edna  mines  twenty  double  houses  have 
been  erected,  and  at  Rillton  and  Export  at  least 
fifty  houses  will  be  built  at  once. 

The  Monongahela  River  Consolidated  Coal  & 
Coke  Co.’s  towboat  Twilight,  which  recently  took 
a  plunge  over  Dam  No.  2  on  the  Monongahela 
river,  has  been  raised  and  towed  to  the  company’s 
marine  ways  at  Elizabeth  for  repairs.  Most  of 
the  cabin  and  upper  works  of  the  vessel  were  de¬ 
stroyed,  but  as  the  hull  was  uninjured  and  the 
Twilight  had  new  boilers  put  on  her  last  sum¬ 
mer,  she  is  well  worth  repairing.  She  is  one  of 
the  finest  steamboats  of  her  power  ever  con¬ 
structed. 


The  Southern  Coal  Market. 

Birmingham,  Ala.,  Dec.  28. — Very  few  people 
really  appreciate  the  large  volume  of  development 
that  is  constantly  occurring  in  connection  with 
the  coal  mining  and  iron  industry  of  this  state. 
Figures  showing  the  investments  made  during 
the  year  drawing  to  a  close  give  the  sum  total 
as  $5,672,462.  For  the  past  four  years  these 
investments  have  amounted  to  $27,021,560.  Wl\ile 
the  investments  during  the  past  year  did  not  ap¬ 
proach  those  made  in  1904  when  more  than 
$11,000,000  was  invested  in  this  way,  neverthe¬ 
less,  there  has  been  a  substantial  growth  during 
the  past  twelve  months  and  this  growth  has  been 
both  normal  and  satisfactorj-.  Considering  that 
both  the  coal  and  iron  industries  are  in  their 
infancy  yet  in  this  state,  this  is  remarkable,  and 
shows  the  confidence  that  capitalists  have  in  the 
future  of  the  mines  and  furnaces  of  the  south. 

A.  H.  Carpenter,  promoted  recently  from  the 
coal  department  of  the  Tennessee  Coal,  Iron  & 
Railroad  Co.,  to  the  position  of  manager  of 
sales  in  charge  of  the  Chicago  office,  reached  that 
city  just  before  the  Christmas  holidays.  He  will 
not  officially  undertake  his  new  duties  until 
January  first,  but  in  the  meantime  he  has  been 
investigating  the  situation  at  that  point  with  a 
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view  to  becoming  acquainted  with  local  condi- 

^"rhis  company  has  recently  established  offices 
in  Chicago,  Cincinnati,  New  York  and  St.  Louis, 
all  to  begin  business  on  January  first.  It  has 
maintained  an  office  in  New  Orleans  for  some 
years.  A  directory  of  the  company’s  sales  repre¬ 
sentatives  after  January  first  will  be  as  follows : 
A  H.  Carpenter,  the  Rookery,  Qiicago. 
Willard  Wilson,  First  National  bank  building, 
Cincinnati. 

E.  B.  Blandy,  Hanover  bank  building.  New 
York. 

N.  C.  Durie,  Missouri  Trust  building,  St. 
Louis. 


F.  S.  Walshe,  325  Carondelet  street.  New  Or¬ 
leans. 

Mr.  Wilson,  who  is  to  be  in  charge  of  the  Cin¬ 
cinnati  office,  was  formerly  assistant  to  the  vice- 
president  of  the  Tennessee  com'pany.  The  va¬ 
cancy  caused  by  his  promotion  in  the  executive 
office  in  Birmingham  is  now  filled  by  G.  H. 
Crane,  at  one  time  chief  clerk  to  President  Don 
H.  Bacon. 

Mr.  Blandy,  who  is  to  be  sales  manager  in 
New  York,  was  formerly  with  Matthew,  Addy  & 
Co. 

F.  A.  Burr,  general  manager  of  sales,  will 
continue  to  have  his  headquarters  in  Birming¬ 
ham. 


The  Missouri  River  Coal  Trade. 


Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Dec.  2S.— {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — The  continued  mild  weather  and  the 
holiday  season  have  caused  a  slump  in  the  coal 
trade  in  the  southwest.  The  miners  are  enjoy¬ 
ing  their  annual  vacation  and  the  operators  will 
not  hurry  them  back  to  work  as  there  is  enough 
coal  in  storage  to  last  two  weeks  or  more  even 
if  severe  weather  should  be  experienced.  Prices 
are  none  too  steady  because  of  the  decreased  de¬ 
mand.  The  weather  for  December  has  been  a 
surprise  as  well  as  a  disappointment  to  the  oper¬ 
ators  aqd  dealers.  The  temperature  was  higher 
in  December  than  in  November  and  the  extra 
large  volume  of  business  that  had  been  expected 
did  not  materialize.  But  the  southwest  must  get 
some  cold  weather,  so  dealers  are  confidently 
looking  for  much  zero  temperature  in  January 
and  February. 

The  car  situation  is  not  good,  but  operators 
have  been  spared  serious  delays  because  of  the 
mild  weather.  A  real  blizzard  followed  by  a 
week  or  more  of  cold  weather  would  cause  a 
demand  for  coal  cars  which  the  railroads  could 
not  supply. 

Deliveries  of  coal,  wholesale  and  retail,  are  now 
very  prompt,  where  last  month  there  was  consid¬ 
erable  delay.  The  domestic  trade  is  much  later, 
but  the  steam  demand  continues  to  be  good. 

Devlin  Mines  Are  Working. 

The  last  report  of  the  Devlin  receivers  shows 
that  the  Kansas  mines  in  Pittsburg,  Frontenac 
and  Chicopee  have  been  working  nearly  full  time. 
The  Kansas  and  Missouri  mines,  collectively 
produced  in  October  and  November  251,588  tons 
of  coal,  which  vielded  a  profit  of  $20,612.14. 
Frontenac  and  Chicopee  have  maintained  their 
volume  of  mercantile  business,  the  sales  for  Oc¬ 
tober  and  November  collectively  amounting  to 
$44,452.29. 

The  receivers  in  their  report  said :  “Applying 
the  amount  of  cash  advances  received  from  the 
A.  T.  &  S.  F.  railway  upon  the  bills  for  coal 
furnished  that  company,  would  leave  as  uncol¬ 
lected  at  December  fifteenth,  1905,  bills  for  coal 
Lirnished  by  the  Kansas  and  Missouri  mines  to 
railways  and  commercial  trade  during  the  period 
July  eighth  to  November  thirtieth  a  balance  of 
approximately  $109,230.  The  collection  of  this 
sum,  together  with  the  cash  in  hand,  would  be 
sufficient  to  retire  the  $79,000  outstanding  receiv¬ 
ers’  certificates  and  leave  a  balance  in  hand  of 
about  $56,500. 

Among  the  claims  filed  last  week  against  the 
Devlin  estate  are  the  following:  First  National 
bank,  Topeka;  Mount  Carmel  Coal  Co.,  $540,- 
905.88;  separate  claim,  $2,514.43.  Central  Na¬ 
tional  bank,  Topeka;  C.  J.  Devlin,  $187,270. 
American  National  bank,  Kansas  City;  Marquette 
Third  Vein  Coal  Co.,  $25,003.10.  American  Na¬ 
tional  bank;  C.  J.  Devlin,  $70,500.25;  American 
National  bank;  Devlin  Coal  Co.,  $15,000;  Amer¬ 
ican  National  bank;  Mount  Carmel  Coal  Co., 
$25,500.85.  Fort  Dearborn  National  bank,  Chi¬ 
cago  ;  Devlin  Coal  Co.,  $5,002.05 ;  Fort  Dearborn 
National  bank;  Mount  Carmel  Coal  Co.,  $10,- 
002.50.  Alliance  Realty  &  Securities  Co.,  Kansas 
City;  C.  J.  Devlin,  $35,000.  Alliance  Realty  & 
Securities  Co.,  Marquette  &  Northern  railroad, 
$12,500;  Central  Trust  Co.  of  Illinois;  Mount 
Carmel  Coal  Co.,  $44,209.97;  Central  Trust  Co. 
of  Illinois;  Devlin  Coal  Co.,  $20,000;  Central 
Trust  Co.  of  Illinois;  C.  J.  Devlin,  $44,200.97. 
John  H.  Miller;  C.  J.  Devlin,  $7,321.  Elmer  H. 
Adams,  Mount  Carmel  Coal  Co.,  $105,035.  El¬ 


mer  H.  Adams,  Devlin  Coal  Co.,  $70,020.  W.  H. 
Horine,  Devlin  Coal  Co.,  $20,000.  W.  H.  Horine, 
Mount  Carmel  Coal  Co.,  $13,000.  John  Player, 
Devlin  Coal  Co.,  $9,000. 

Dr.  W.  S.  Woods,  president  of  the  National 
Bank  of  Commerce  of  Kansas  City,  who  has  been 
elected  trustee  of  three  former  Devlin  proper¬ 
ties,  says  regarding  his  new  duties:  “We  are 
to  have  charge  of  all  the  properties  except  the 
Kansas  City  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  the  Marceline 
Coal  Co.  and  the  Marceline  Mercantile  Co.  I 
did  not  want  the  trusteeship  and  have  no  per¬ 
sonal  interest  in  it  except  to  care  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  National  Bank  of  Commerce. 
The  Marceline  Coal  Co.  is  a  small  concern,  but 
it  is  making  money  and  can  take  care  of  itself. 
I  have  no  plans  for  the  future  of  the  Kansas 
City  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  property.  I  am  not  in  the 
coal  business  and  have  no  coal  interests.  If  a 
proposition  were  made  to  rent  the  property  I 
should  give  the  Devlin  interests  first  consider¬ 
ation.” 

Freight  Rates  May  Go  Lower. 


Coal  operators  and  dealers  have  been  jubilant 
for  several  days  over  an  expected  reduction  in 
freight  rates  on  coal  between  Kansas  points.  The 
Kansas  state  railroad  board  has  ordered  that  all 
railroads  in  the  state  make  a  reduction  in  the 
freight  rates  on  coal  of  one  cent  a  mile.  This 
would  amount  to  a  reduction  of  about  twelve  per 
cent  under  the  existing  rate  and  was  to  take 
effect  next  month.  The  railroads  will  not  make 
the  reduction  without  a  fight  in  the  courts.  They 
made  a  voluntary  cut  in  the  rates  on  slack  coal 
in  Kansas  some  time  ago.  The  following  table 
will  show  the  effect  on  several  towns  if  the  new 


rate  on  lump  coal  takes  effect : 

From  Pittsburg  to — 

Beloit  . 

Lincoln  . 

Minneapolis  . 

Concordia  . 

Belleville  . 

Ellsworth  . 

Lyons  . 

McPherson  . 

Hutchinson  . 

Salina  . 

Abilene  . 

Clay  Center  . 

Manhattan  . 

Marysville  . 

Emporia  . 

Valley  Falls  . 

El  Dorado  . . 

Wichita  . 

Wellington  . 

Winfield  . 

Lawrence  . 

Topeka  . 

From  Leavenworth  to — 

Seneca  . 

Holton  . 

From  Atchison  to— 

Horton  . . . 

Average  distance,  202  miles. 
Average  present  rate,  $1.71. 
Average  reduction,  twenty  cents. 
Average  new  rate,  $1.51. 


Present  Reduc- 
rate.  tion. 


$2.40 

$  .28 

2.40 

.27 

2.10 

.25 

2.20 

.27 

2.20 

.26 

2.30 

.27 

.24 

1.90 

.22 

1.90 

.24 

1.90 

.24 

1.90 

.21 

2.05 

.21 

1.65 

.20 

,  1.80 

.26 

1.30 

.13 

.20 

1.50 

.16 

1.50 

.17 

,  1.50 

.15 

,  1.50 

.15 

1.25 

.15 

.16 

,  1.10 

.15 

.  .80 

.05 

.  1.00 

.02 

W.  E.  Thomas  of  Leavenworth,  Kas.,  former 
partner  of  the  late  C.  J.  Devlin,  has  been  placed 
in  a  sanitarium  in  St.  Louis.  He  was  so  violent 
on  the  journey  that  he  had  to  be  tied  to  a  berth 
in  the  Pullman  car.  He  attempted  suicide  re¬ 
cently.  His  friends  have  little  hope  of  his  re¬ 


covery. 

The  Southwest  Fuel  Co.,  a  former  Devlin- 
Thomas  company,  is  now  in  the  hands  of  F.  A. 
Lewis  of  Topeka,  Kas.,  as  trustee.  Mr.  Lewis 
had  been  acting  as  receiver  of  the  company. 

R.  S.  Thomas,  state  mine  inspector  for  Mis¬ 
souri,  will  issue  his  report  late  next  month.  It 


will  show  an  increased  production  for  1905  of 
half  a  million  tons  over  1904.  Regarding  his 
forthcoming  report,  Mr.  Thomas  said: 

Missouri  Production  Increased 

“The  total  tonnage  of  last  year  was  about  four 
and  a  half  million  tons.  Macon  county,  as  usual, 
will  lead  with  over  one  million  tons.  The  great¬ 
est  gains  have  been  made  in  Lafayette,  Randolph 
and  Adair  counties.  Lafayette  will  rank  second, 
but  I  can  not  tell  now  whether  Randolph  or 
A(lair  will  be  in  the  third  place.  Randolph  is 
adopting  an  im[)rovement  which  may  revolution¬ 
ize  coal  mining  in  the  west.  After  elaborate  tests 
the  owners  of  the  principal  mines  have  decided 
to  expend  $150,000  for  electrical  machinery  to  be 
used  in  mining,  hauling  and  lighting  entries.  It 
is  said  that  tests  have  demonstrated  that  the  use 
of  electrical  machinery  to  be  used  in  mining 
and  hauling  machinery  will  reduce  the  amount 
of  slack  to  about  fifteen  per  cent.  Under  the 
present  system  it  is  about  forty  per  cent.  In 
mine  No.  2,  near  Huntsville,  where  one  mule 
could  haul  only  two  cars  up  the  entry,  a  six-ton 
motor  is  easily  hauling  twelve  cars. 

“One  feature  contributing  largely  to  Missouri’s 
coal  output  in  1905  is  the  awarding  of  the  coal 
produced  in  that  state  through  shafts  in  Leaven¬ 
worth,  Kansas,  to  Missouri.  The  coal  is  mined 
in  Missouri,  but  the  operating  shafts  are  in 
Kansas  and  the  output  has  been  previously  cred¬ 
ited  to  the  latter  state. 

“There  have  been  no  serious  mining  troubles 
during  the  year.  Since  January  twentieth  there 
have  been  eleven  fatal  accidents,  mostly  to  Ital¬ 
ians.  No  great  disasters  have  occurred.” 

The  county  court  of  Jackson  county.  Mo., 
opened  bids  last  week  for  a  supply  of  coal.  No 
contract  was  made  because  of_  what  the  court 
called  the  similarity  of  the  bids.  The  prices 
quoted  were  for  Cherokee  “deep  shaft”  slack  and 
Cherokee  lump. 


The  St.  Louis  Coal  Market. 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Dec.  28. — {Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  continued  warm  weather,  which  un¬ 
doubtedly  has  been  the  most  moderate  December 
in  years,  coupled  with  several  other  causes,  has 
had  a  demoralizing  effect  on  this  market.  How¬ 
ever,  prices  have  not  been  affected  owing  to  the 
fact  that  there  are  a  very  few  mines  working  as 
is  usually  the  case.  Very  few  of  the  miners  re¬ 
porting  have  worked  since  the  holidays,  and,  as 
a  result,  very  little  coal  is  coming  into  the  market. 

All  consumers  of  carload  coal  in  St.  Louis 
proper,  who  are  buying  on  the  open  market,  are 
taking  as  little  coal  as  possible  this  week,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  on  January  first  the  Terminal 
Railroad  Association,  which  controls  the  bridges, 
has  announced  a  reduction  of  ten  cents  per  ton 
on  coal  from  connections  in  East  St.  Louis  to  all 
points  within  the  switching  limits  of  St.  Louis, 
making  the  new  rate  twenty  cents  per  ton.  As 
this  will,  of  course,  be  quite  a  saving  to  the 
St.  Louis  plants,  they  are  withholding  their  or¬ 
ders  until  it  goes  into  effect. 


Prices  Rule  Steady. 


Standard  screenings  have  advanced  slightly  the 
past  week ;  prices  remain  as  follows : 

‘  F.  O.  B.  East 

Description.  St.  Louis. 

Trenton  .  ^o'on 

Carterville,  lump  and  egg  .  2.25 

Staunton  lump  .  1-65 

Standard  shaker  screen  .  1.30 

Standard  flat  bar  .  ^'^2 

Standard  run-of-mine  .  l-l** 

Standard  screenings  . 60 


Operators  in  general  have  been  enabled  the 
past  week  to  catch  up  with  old  orders  on  their 
books.  The  car  situation  is,  of  course,  improved, 
owing  to  the  fact,  as  above  stated,  that  the  mines 
are  working  very  little,  but  it  is  the  opinion  gen¬ 
erally  should  a  severe  cold  snap  come,  the  oper¬ 
ators  would  again  be  experiencing  the  same 
difficulties  encountered  in  November,  with  refer¬ 


ence  to  cars. 

The  retail  trade  is  extremely  quiet,  which  is 
due,  of  course,  to  the  warm  weatlier,  and  com¬ 
plaints  are  heard  from  all  sections.  Prices  have 
not  changed  and  remain  as  follows : 


Description. 

Big  Muddy  and  Trenton 

Carterville  . ; .  ■ 

Staunton  and  Mt.  Olive 
Standard  . 


Per  bu. 
. . . .16c 
. . . .15c 
....13c 
....11c 
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Mining  News  from  West  Virginia. 


Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  Dec.  28. —  {Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Holiday  week  in  the  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  coal  field-',  was  marked  by  the  usual  sus¬ 
pensions  and  shipments  were  correspondingly 
retarded.  The  tonnage  that  went  out  was  con- 
lined  mostly  to  the  limited  amount  stocked. 
Delivery  on  this  basis  was  all  that  could  be  de¬ 
sired.  The  demand  for  better  car  service  in  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  region  continues  unabated. 
The  recent  conference  at  Charleston  between 
President  Stevens  and  the  New  River  operators 
was  followed  by  another  last  week  at  Washing¬ 
ton,  and  again  the  information  is  announced  that 
the  railroad  is  doing  its  utmost  and  that  im¬ 
proved  conditions  are  surely  on  the  way. 

The  Kanawha  operators  were  likewise  repre¬ 
sented,  and  there  were  about  forty  altogether. 
Representative  J.  H.  Gaines,  of  West  Virginia, 
who  is  their  legal  counsel,  entertained  the  dele¬ 
gation  at  a  banquet.  Representing  the  Kanawha 
territory  were :  J.  R.  Puckett,  J.  B.  Lewis,  John 
Carver,  M.  G.  Davy,  M.  T.  Roach,  Neil  Robin¬ 
son,  William  Brown  and  F.  L.  Garrison.  New 
River  coal  men  included  Samuel  Dixon,  Harry 
Caperton,  John  A.  McGriffin,  W.  E.  Brown,  John 
Boone,  John  Laing,  William  Warren  and  Charles 
Beury, 

The  opinion  prevails  in  other  circles  that  the 
railroad  is  absolutely  unable  to  provide  the  cars, 
hut  the  shippers,  who  should  be  given  credit  for 
considerable  prescience  in  the  matter,  maintain 
that  they  are  being  dealt  with  unfairly  by  the 
trunk  lines  in  West  Virginia. 

Claim  That  Discrimination  Exists. 

In  other  words,  that  they  are  discriminated 
against,  and  that  Pennsylvania  is  being  unduly 
favored  at  their  expense.  'I'he  elevation  of  Rep¬ 
resentative  Gaines  to  membership  on  the  house 
committee  on  interstate  and  foreign  commerce, 
the  committee  that  deals  with  the  regulation  of 
railroads,  is  considered  significant  of  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  West  Virginia  operators  to  press  their 
cause  in  the  most  opportune  channels. 

It  is  gossiped  in  political  circles  that  Gaines 
was  opposed  for  membership  on  this  committee 
Ity  colleagues  from  his  own  state  who  are  said 
not  to  be  intent  on  railroad  regulation.  However 
that  may  be.  Gaines’  close  connection  with  the 
operators  of  his  congressional  district  tends  to 
show  that  he  is  going  to  the  bottom  of  the  rail¬ 
road  problem  and  ins’st  on  a  square  deal  and 
fair  play  if  the  coal  industry  in  his  district  is 
being  jeopardized  in  the  way  his  constituents 
allege  that  it  is. 

The  holiday  suspension  in  the  eastern  Ohio 
field  was  not  over  two  days  at  the  utmost  and 
business  is  reported  good  in  that  section  all 
along  the  line.  While  it  is  the  strongest  organ- 


Clevelani),  Ohio,  Dec.  29. — Coal  market  con¬ 
ditions  this  week  have  been  rather  quiet  so  far 
as  immediate  business  is  concerned.  The  holi¬ 
day  season  is  always  a  source  of  more  or  less 
interruption  to  buying  demand,  except  when  the 
weather  is  unusually  cold.  Then  consumers  buy 
coal  whether  it  is  the  holiday  season  or  not  for 
as  a  matter  of  fact  much  of  the  domestic  business 
in  this  city  is  transient,  that  is,  very  little  coal 
goes  into  storage,  and  when  consumption  is  heavy 
the  coal  carts  are  kept  on  the  go  all  the  time. 

Just  at  present  Massillon  coal  seems  to  be  in 
tbe  shortest  supply  among  the  domestic  products, 
although  the  railroads  have  been  bringing  in  a 
larger  tonnage  during  the  last  few  days.  The 
Massillon  district  has  been  rather  neglected  dur¬ 
ing  the  fall,  according  to  operators,  and  the 
mines  in  that  territory  have  not  received  as  many 
cars  as  some  of  the  other  districts.  Accordingly 
production  has  been  unusually  light.  Up  to  the 
week  before  Christmas  the  production  was  not 
more  than  a  third_  of  normal.  Naturally,  where 
tbe  demand  even  in  the  summer  season  absorbs 
a  large  proportion  of  the  tonnage  that  can  be 
produced,  any  interruption  to  mining  operations 
in  the  winter  is  felt  almost  immediately.  Mas- 


ized  district  in  the  country  the  officers  of  the 
mine  workers’  union  express  the  opinion  that 
there  will  not  be  a  strike  in  the  bituminous  fields 
next  spring,  although  they  do  not  discuss  the 
anthracite  feature. 

Santa  Claus  at  the  Coal  Mines. 

To  give  its  army  of  employes  the  opportunity 
of  financing  Santa  Claus  the  Fairmont  Coal  Co. 
paid  its  men  last  Friday,  and  its  pay  roll 
amounted  to  $200,000.  one  of  the  best  during 
the  year,  due  to  an  improved  car  supply. 

Also  in  keeping  with  the  Christmas  spirit, 
President  C.  W.  Watson,  Treasurer  S.  L.  Wat¬ 
son  and  ex-Gov.  A.  B.  Fleming,  chief  legal  coun¬ 
sel  of  the  F'airmont  company,  pledged  themselves 
to  $.5,000  subscriptions  each  to  the  Fairmont 
Y.  M.  C,  A.  building  fund.  As  J.  E.  Watson 
had  previously  subscribed  a  like  sum,  this  makes 
a  total  contribution  of  $20,000  from  this  source. 

An  operating  company  composed  of  officials 
of  the  Fairmont  Coal  Co.  will  take  over  and 
operate  the  Wagner- Palmros  Manufacturing  Co. 
The  negotiations  are  now  being  closed  up.  The 
manufacturing  company  has  a  plant  at  Fairmont 
which  supplies  mine  equipment,  and  it  is  believed 
its  facilities  will  be  increased  considerably  by  the 
new  owners. 

New  Land  Deals  Reported. 

1  he  latest  activity  in  land  deals  revolves  around 
the  sale  of  two  distinct  tracts  to  diflferent  par¬ 
ties  in  Wetzel  and  Doddridge  counties.  These 
two  counties  are  now  without  a  single  operating 
mine,  and  neither  is  supposed  to  have  coal 
throughout.  Probably  there  is  coal  in  the  greater 
half  of  each  county.  No  immediate  develop¬ 
ments  are  looked  for,  and  the  transactions  are 
in  the  train  of  a  lot  of  other  speculative  ventures 
being  closed  up  with  the  end  of  the  year. 

Lack  of  cars  has  caused  the  suspension  of  the 
Ohio  Valley  Coal  Co.,  formerly  known  as  the 
Mound  City  Coal  Co.,  at  Moundsville,  because  of 
inability  to  get  cars.  This  is  not  a  large  opera¬ 
tion,  as  operations  go.  The  management  does 
not  intend  to  resume  until  there  is  a  reasonable 
assurance  of  cars  from  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio, 
the  supplying  road. 

The  Horton  mine,  of  the  Cardiff  Coal  Co., 
near  Charleston,  which  has  been  burning  for 
several  weeks,  since  its  disastrous  fire  which 
netted  a  loss  of  seven  lives,  has  been  sealed  air 
tight  in  the  hope  of  smothering  the  flames.  This 
recommendation  was  made  at  the  instance  of 
Chief  Mine  Inspector  Paul.  A  stone  wall,  four 
feet  thick,  has  been  built  across  the  main  en¬ 
trance,  large  quantities  of  clay  and  mortar  being 
used  to  shut  out  the  air.  This  entrance  was 
fourteen  feet  wide  and  five  and  a  half  feet  high. 


sillon  shippers  do  not  expect  that  the  situation 
will  be  relieved  to  any  great  extent  during  the 
next  two  months  and  it  is  expected  that  prices 
will  hold  to  a  fairly  steady  basis  at  about  $4.00 
delivered  to  consumers.  In  some  parts  of  Indiana 
this  coal  commands  $5.00  delivered  at  retail, 
there  is  such  an  active  demand  for  it.  The 
market  here,  however,  has  not  been  advanced  as 
rapidly  as  eleswhere.  Perh-'ps  the  recent  indict¬ 
ment  of  coal  men  in  this  city  is  the  cause;  pos¬ 
sibly  it  is  due  to  the  fact  that  we  are  closer  to 
the  producing  region. 

Activity  in  Shipping  Trade. 

Attention  is  being  directed  to  next  year’s  lake 
trade  by  the  active  interest  being  taken  by  ship¬ 
ping  companies  in  vessel  holds  for  storage  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter.  Demand  for  this  class  of  servic ' 
was  never  more  active  than  it  has  been  during  tb  - 
past  fortnight.  It  has  proved  a  surprise  even  to 
vessel  owners  who  usually  are  optimistic  and 
expect  greater  things  from  the  ne.xt  season  than 
were  realized  during  the  one  ju't  closed.  It 
seems  that  some  of  the  coal  shipping  companies 
have  offered  a  premium  of  fifteen  cents  a  ton 


above  the  carrying  charge  to  secure  hold  capacity 
for  storage  during  the  winter  and  spring.  This 
offer  has  been  accepted  by  some  owners  and 
they  have  obligated  themselves  to  take  coal  on 
board  whenever  it  arrives.  Various  explanations 
are  offered  of  the  anxiety  on  the  part  of  coal 
shippers  to  prepare  for  next  season  on  the  grea' 
lakes.  One  is  that  the  dock  stocks  are  unusually 
low  and  coal  will  be  wanted  in  the  northwest  as 
soon  as  navigation  opens.  If  it  is  already  loaded 
there  need  be  no  delay  in  rushina'  the  vessels 
forward  to  discharging  ports.  Another  explana¬ 
tion  is  that  through  inability  to  agree  on  the 
wage  scale  next  January,  there  may  be  a  strike 
on  April  first.  If  vessels  are  chartered  and  are 
loaded  with  bituminous  coal  a  small  tonnage  will 
be  forwarded  which  will  be  mined  b  fore  tbe 
present  agreement  expires.  Whatever  the  ex¬ 
planation  may  be  it  is  an  assured  fact  that  coal 
shippers  are  exceedingly  active  akmg  the  line 
indicated,  all  of  which  is  making  local  vessel 
owners  happy.  The  outlook  in  the  ore  trade 
next  season  is  exceedingly  gratifying.  It  is  esti¬ 
mated  that  at  least  30,000,000  tons  of  ore  will  be 
forwarded  by  water  from  Duluth,  and  some  of 
the  vessel  owners  are  optimistic  enough  to  be¬ 
lieve  this  is  fairly  conservative  and  that  ship¬ 
ments  will  be  nearer  33,000,000  tons. 

Several  Court  Cases  Decided. 

Cleveland  coal  men  have  been  prominent  in  the 
courts  of  the  land  during  the  week.  One  of  the 
most  notable  court  cases  was  won  last  week  by 
the  Goff-Kirby  Coal  Co.,  of  Cleve'and.  Ohio,  who 
were  given  a  verdict  of  $62,107.73  against  the 
Pittsburgh  Gas  &  Coke  Co.,  of  Otto.  Pa.  Th<- 
verdict  was  based  on  the  alleged  failure  of  the 
defendant  corporation  to  deliver  to  the  plaiuiiff 
all  of  the  coke  contracted  for.  The  Goff-Kirby 
Co.  sued  for  $103,000,  alleging  damages  in  this 
amount.  The  matter  was  tried  in  the  United 
States  circuit  court  at  Pittsburg  ;  nd  aroused  a 
large  amount  of  interest  among  coal  men  in  that 
city  and  in  Cleveland.  It  is  supposed  tint  the 
defendant  will  ask  for  a  new  trial  or  take  an 
appeal. 

In  the  other  court  matter  the  coal  men  did  not 
come  out  with  such  flying  colors.  Several  of 
the  local  retailers  who  were  indicted  last  spring 
on  the  charge  of  violating  the  Valentine  anti¬ 
trust  law  went  into  court  this  week  and  pleaded 
guilty  to  the  charge,  paying  a  fine  of  $500  each. 
It  IS  the  understanding  that  after  their  attorneys 
had  investigated  this  matter  they  were  advised 
to  follow  this  plan.  The  indictments  against 
eight  others  who  were  indicted  at  the  same  time 
were  nolled  by  the  prosecuting  attorney  owing  to 
a  lack  of  evidence. 


Receipts  at  Milwaukee. 

Total  receipts  of  coal  at  Milwaukee  during  the 
season  of  navigation  for  1905  were  2,819,841  tons 
as  compared  with  2.712,334  tons  in  1904,  2,634,- 
234  tons  in  1903  and  1,357,516  tons  in  1902.  The 
record  of  receipts  this  year  is  the  largest  in  the 
history  of  that  port. 

Receipts  of  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  for 
November  and  December  for  the  four  year  pe¬ 
riod  were  as  follows : 


Year. 

1905  . 

1901  . 

Anthracite. 

Tons. 

Bituminous. 

Tons. 

202,217 

1903  . 

751744 

208,597 

1902  . 

191,170 

Total  receipts 

for  the  entire 

season 

in  the  va- 

nous  years  and  how  they  were 
in  the  following  table : 

divided 

are  shown 

Year. 

Bituminous. 

Artthracite.  Total. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

1905  . 

8J0,9S3 

2,819,841 

1904  . 

864,655 

2,712,384 

1903  . 

959,186 

2,634.234 

1002  . 

168,219 

1,857,516 

The  falling  off  in  tonnage  during  1902  was  due 
to  the  anthracite  strike.  It  will  be  noted,  how¬ 
ever,  that  there  has  been  a  falling  off  in  the  an¬ 
thracite  receipts  at  that  point  the  two  seasons 
since  1903,  although  production  the  latter  three 
years  has  been  normal.  On  the  other  hand  re¬ 
ceipts  of  bituminous  coal  have  shown  a  continuous 
increase  to  take  the  place  of  anthracite  and  to 
increase  the  total  tonnage  at  the  rate  of  about 
100,000  tons  annually. 


Market  Conditions  at  Cleveland. 
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Western  General  and  Personal  Notes, 


George  Rupp,  a  well  known  retail  coal  dealer 
at  Chillicothe,  Mo.,  wp  in  Chicago  during  the 
present  week  on  a  business  trip. 

J.  W.  Lowe,  shipper  of  coal  and  coke.  Old 
Colony  building,  Chicago,  spent  the  Christmas 
holidays  at  Staten  Island,  New  York,  returning 
to  Chicago  the  latter  part  of  the  present  week. 

Richard  Newsam,  the  well  known  Peoria,  Ill., 
coal  operator,  has  been  appointed  president  of 
the  state  examining  board,  and  will  conduct 
the  examinations  to  be  held  January  eighth  at 
Springfield. 

Fred  H.  Harwood,  coal  traffic  manager  of  the 
Illinois  Central  railroad,  has  returned  from  a 
trip  to  Nashville,  Tenn.,  where  he  has  been 
gathering  coal  statistics  as  to  the  amount  of  coal 
consumed  in  that  city. 

J.  O.  Moderwell,  formerly  with  the  Chicago  & 
Wellston  Coal  Co.,  Twelfth  and  Clark  streets, 
Chicago,  as  sales  agent,  has  resigned  to  acce^  a 
similar  position  with  the  Old  Colony  Coal  Co., 
Old  Colony  building,  Chicago. 

E  H.  Tripp,  sales  agent  of  the  Marquette 
Third  Vein  Coal  Co.,  with  headquarters  at 
Joliet,  Ill.,  was  in  Chicago  the  middle  of  the 
week  on  a  business  trip  and  for  the_  purpose  of 
calling  upon  a  number  of  personal  friends  in  the 
coal  trade. 

John  Wilson,  of  Wesley  City,  III,  a  well  known 
nrne  inspector  in  the  state,  died  recently  at  the 
Cottage  hospital  at  Peoria,  where  he  had  been 
for  some  time  undergoing  treatment.  He  was 
sixty-two  years  of  age  and  is  survived  by  one 
daughter  and  six  sons. 

Chicago  shippers  of  smokeless  and  splint  coal 
this  week  received  a  further  notice  from  the 
Chesapeake  &  Ohio  railroad  calling  attention  to 
the  fact  that  cars  from  this  railroad  will  not  be 
permitted  to  go  beyond  Chicago,  and  that  this 
rule  will  be  strictly  enforced  in  the  future. 

C  M.  Moderwell  &  Co.  have  removed  their 
offices  on  the  fifth  floor  of  the  Old  Colony  build¬ 
ing  to  the  suite  recently  vacated  by  the  Kelly 
Coal  Co.,  on  the  fourth  floor.  In  the  new  lo¬ 
cation  the  firm  has  very  much  larger  quarters 
than  formerly,  with  a  commodious  private  office 
for  C.  M.  Moderwell,  the  president. 

G.  W.  Sweeney,  manager  at  Detroit  for  the 
Davis  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  was  in  Chicago  during 
the  week  on  a  business  trip.  Mr.  Sweeney  says 
that  while  business  at  Detroit  is  quiet,  owing  to 
the  mild  weather  and  the  holiday  season,  he  does 
not  think  that  prices  have  been  affected  to  the 
same  extent  that  they  have  in  Chicago. 

F.  C.  Bryan,  vice-pres.dent  of  the  St.  Paul  & 
Western  Coal  Co.,  and  the  Boston  Coal  Dock 
&  Wharf  Co.,  with  headquarters  at  St.  Paul. 
Minn.,  passed  through  Chicago  the  latter  part  of 
last  week  on  his  way  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  where 
he  spent  the  Christmas  holidays,  returning  to 
his  home  in  the  northwest  the  middle  of  the 
present  week. 

G.  M.  Woodward,  western  manager  for  the 
Kanawha  Fuel  Co.,  and  other  eastern  producing 
companies  returned  the  latter  part  of  last  week 
from  Washington,  D.  C.,  where  he  attended  the 
conference  of  New  River  and  splint  coal  oper¬ 
ators  held  at  the  Arlington  hotel  in  that  city, 
at  which  President  Stevens  of  the  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  railroad  was  the  guest  of  honor. 

T.  J.  O’Cara.  president  of  the  O’Cara  Coal 
Co.,  Marquette  building,  Chicago,  returned  Tues¬ 
day  morning  from  Mudlavia  Springs,  where  he 
spent  Christmas  with  Mrs.  O’Cara,  who  is  there 
for  the  benefit  of  her  health.  His  two  sons  ac¬ 
companied  Mr.  O’Cara  on  the  return  trip.  Mrs. 
O’Cara  has  sufficiently  recovered  so  that  it  is 
expected  that  she  will  be  able  to  return  to  her 
home  in  Chicago  today. 

A.  O.  Tandy,  north w'estern  sales  agent  of  the 
Vandalia  Coal  Co.,  Monadnock  building,  Chicago, 
remembered  his  friends  on  Christmas  day  this 
year  by  sending  them  a  handsome  leather  bill 
book,  with  their  name  in  gold  letters  on  the  in¬ 
side  flap  of  the  book.  This  bill-book  is  of  the 
latest  pattern,  containing  a  pencil  and  memoran¬ 


dum  slips  which  can  be  made  use  of  when  occasion 
requires.  It  is  a  handsome  affair. 

This  week  Chicago  consignees  and  shippers 
on  the  Illinois  Central  railroad  received  notice 
that  no  loaded  coal  cars  would  be  accepted  for 
transportation  which  were  not  consigned  direct 
to  a  team  track,  or  an  industry  in  the  city  of 
Chicago.  To  points  outside  of  this  city  direct 
billing  of  final  destination  must  accompany  the 
consigning  order.  There  is  much  criticism  of  the 
railroad  on  account  of  this  action  particularly  as 
there  is  plenty  of  coal  available  at  present  at 
most  points. 

The  Prairie  State  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Great 
Northern  building,  Chicago,  has  purchased  the 
mine,  located  at  Nilwood,  Ill.,  on  the  Chicago 
Alton  railroad,  and  is  planning  to  increase  its 
capacity.  At  present  the  mine  will  produce  500 
tons  of  coal  in  an  eight-hour  day,  but  it  is  ex¬ 
pected  by  April  first  its  capacity  will  be  in¬ 
creased  to  1,000  tons.  A  haulage  system  will  be 
installed,  together  with  other  modern  machinery. 
H.  N.  Higinbotham  of  Chicago  is  president  of 
the  Prairie  State  Coal  &  Coke  Co. 

A.  J.  Davidson,  president  of  the  Frisco  system, 
while  in  Terre  Haute  recently,  announced  that 
the  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  railroad  had 
awarded  contracts  for  fifty-one  new  locomotives 
and  3,200  coal  cars  to  be  furnished  during  the 
coming  year.  He  reports  that  improvements  in 
the  railroad  involving  expenditures  of  $2,500,000 
annually,  have  been  about  completed,  and  that 
the  Chicago  &  Eastern  Illinois  is  now  in  a  posi¬ 
tion  to  handle  its  freight  tonnage  with  dispatch. 

Harry  R.  Wallbaum,  connected  with  the  coal 
trade  of  Chicago  for  the  past  twelve  years,  has 
been  appointed  sales  manager  for  the  Dolese  & 
Shepard  Co.,  184  La  Salle  street.  This  company 
is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  crushed 
stone,  cement  and  building  materials.  Prior  to 
engaging  in  the  coal  trade  Mr.  Wallbaum  was 
in  the  stone  and  building  material  business  at 
Galesburg,  Ill.,  for  a  number  of  years.  In  his 
new  position  he  will  have  charge  of  the  entire 
sales  force  and  in  addition  it  is  expected  the 
company  will  engage  in  the  wholesale  coal  and 
coke  business.  Mr.  Wallbaum  will  enter  upon 
his  new  duties  on  January  first. 

It  is  announced  that  George  Doan,  president 
of  the  Burlington  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  Old  Colony 
building,  Chicago,  has  disposed  of  his  interest  in 
that  company  to  Charles  A.  Sweet,  who  will 
have  the  control  of  the  corporation  in  the  future. 
Mr.  Sweet  has  been  elected  president  of  the 
company  and  E.  R.  Adams,  who  has  been  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  business,  has  been  elected  secretary 
and  treasurer.  Mr.  Sweet  will  manage  the 
bu''iness  in  the  future.  Mr.  Doan  has  made  no 
plans  as  to  the  immediate  future,  but  will  re¬ 
main  with  the  Burlington  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  for 
a  short  time  to  close  up  several  contracts  that 
are  pending.  Mr.  Sweet  has  always  had  a  large 
interest  in  the  company. 

W.  P.  Rend,  who  recently  purchased  2,000  acres 
of  coal  land  in  Franklin  county.  Ill.,  northwest 
of  the  town  of  Benton,  on  the  Chicago,  Burling¬ 
ton  &  Quincy  railroad,  will  commence  develop¬ 
ment  work  on  a  new  shaft  on  this  property 
the  beginning  of  the  new  year.  It  is  planned  that 
the  mine,  which  will  be  opened,  will  be  a  very 
large  one,  having  at  least  a  capacity  of  2.000 
tons  of  coal  in  an  eight-hour  day,  and  possibly 
2.500  tons.  The  equipment  will  be,  the  most  mod¬ 
ern  that,  can  be  obtained,  including  steel  tipple, 
direct  motion  hoisting  engines,  electrical  ma¬ 
chinery  and  all  the  other  accessories  of  a  modern 
mine.  Mr.  Rend  has  purchased  200  acres  of 
surface  on  which  he  will  locate  the  town  of 
Rendville,  Ill.,  at  the  mouth  of  the  shaft.  It  is 
expected  that  the  mine  will  reach  coal  the  rniddle 
of  the  summer  and  that  it  will  be  producing  a 
fair  tonnage  by  next  fall. 

Employes  of  Coxc  Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.,  at  Chi¬ 
cago  Milwaukee  and  other  points,  who  did  not 
participate  in  the  presentation  of  a  loving  cup  a 
week  ago  last  Saturday  to  C.  Merry  weather, 
general  western  agent,  remembered  him  on 
Christinas  day.  A  handsome  solid  gold  watch 


and  chain  were  purchased  by  these  employes,  and 
liright  and  early  Christmas  morning  the  present 
arrived  at  home  of  Mr.  Merry  weather  in  High¬ 
land  park.  The  watch  is  a  handsome  affair, 
cngjrtivcd  with  the  nionogr3.tn  of  the  recipient  snd 
also  containing  the  following  inscription :  Pre¬ 
sented  to  George  Merry  weather  as  a  token  of 
esteem  and  affection  from  the  employes  of  Coxe 
Bros.  &  Co.,  Inc.”  Those  who  assisted  in  mak¬ 
ing  the  presentation  were  J.  Dorgelok,  George  S. 
Baxter,  W.  E.  Still,  M.  Shannon,  John  Scanlon, 
Win.  Maurer,  T.  J.  Gregory,  C.  R.  Klime,  M  M. 
Morrow,  James  McCole,  A.  B.  Phillips,  E.  Em- 
mert,  John  Kelleher.  Henry  Keusel,  George 
Harper,  C.  Straub,  A.  Luellwitz  and  Frank 
Meske. 

Through  an  error  it  was  stated  last  week  that 
the  Sangamon  County  Operators’  Association 
would  hold  its  annual  banquet  at  the  St.  Nicholas 
hotel  in  Springfield  on  December  thirtieth.  'I  he 
Sangamon  county  local  of  the  National  Mine 
Managers  and  Assistants  Mutual  Aid  Associa¬ 
tion  will  tender  the  banquet  at  the  time  and  place 
mentioned,  at  which  the  mine  managers,  their 
wives  and  friends,  including  coal  operators  who 
like  a  good  time,  will  hold  a  social  gathering  and 
get  better  acquainted  with  each  other.  Hon. 
David  Ross  will  be  toastmaster;  Richard  Newsam 
will  speak  for  the  coal  operators’  association: 
James  Burns  will  speak  for  the  miners’  union 
and  William  Scaife  will  speak  for  the  mine  man- 
agers^  association.  It  is  hoped  by  obtaining  the 
expression  of  different  views  from  those  present 
a  broader  idea  of  the  whole  mining  situation 
will  be  obtained.  Previous  banquets  of  this 
association  have  been  very  successful  and  it  is 
expected  that  the  one  this  evening  will  excel  all 
previous  records  in  that  respect. 

Tlie  numerous  friends  in  the  west  of  Clarence 
L.  Thompson,  general  western  agent  of  the  Sus¬ 
quehanna  Coal  Co.,  with  headquarters  at  Erie, 
Pa.,  will  be  pleased  to  learn  that  he  has  been 
made  a  director  in  the  First  National  bank  of 
that  citv.  Local  newspapers  at  Erie,  referring  to 
his  election  to  this  position  of  trust  and  responsi¬ 
bility,  say;  “Mr.  Thompson  is  generally  recog¬ 
nized  as  being  one  of  Erie’s  foremost  citizens, 
one  who  has  worked  himself  up  from  the  ranks 
until  he  now  holds  the  responsible  position  of 
general  agent  of  the  Susquehanna  Coal  Co.,  one 
of  the  largest  and  most  important  coal  institutions 
in  this  entire  commonwealth.  No  financial  insti¬ 
tution  ever  makes  a  mistake  when  it  can  per¬ 
suade  men  of  Mr.  Thompson’s  ability  and  in¬ 
fluence  to  accept  a  directorship,  because  it  not 
only  means  greater  confidence  in  the  bank,  but 
it  means  increased  business  possibilities.  Every¬ 
one  in  business  in  this  city  knows  Mr.  Thompson, 
has  confidence  in  his  judgment  and  recognizes 
his  ability  so  that  the  honor  reflects  much  credit 
on  both  Mr.  Thompson  and  the  Eirst  National.” 
The  western  friends  of  Mr.  Thompson  will  en¬ 
dorse  these  sentiments. 

Fire  destroyed  nearly  the  entire  top-works  at 
the  mine  of  the  Marquette  Third  Vein  Coal  Co., 
Marquette,  Ill.,  on  Christrnas  morning.  It  is 
not  known  how  the  fire  originated,  but  it  quickly 
communicated  to  the  tipple  and  down  the  shaft. 
A  number  of  miners  who  were  at  the  bottom  at 
the  time  made  theT  escape  through  the  air- 
shaft.  A  hundred  mules,  however,  were  caught 
underground  and  it  is  believed  that  nio-t  of 
them  were  suffocated.  The  extent  of  the  damage 
is  not  known  at  this  writing,  but  it  is  not  believed 
that  the  flames  penetrated  to  the  coal  or  that 
they  damaged  the  shaft  to  any  great  extent.  The 
topworks  were  nearly  all  destroyed.  The  com¬ 
pany  is  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver,  due  to  the 
Devlin  failure,  and  only  a  small  amount  of  in¬ 
surance  was  carried,  ft  is  not  thought  the  in¬ 
surance  was  sufficient  to  cover  the  loss.  Tlie 
future  of  the  mine  is  uncertain.  Stockholders  in 
the  company  had  believed  that  under  the  wise 
direction  of  an  able  receiver  it  might  be  able  to 
clear  off  the  Devlin  debts  and  return  them  some¬ 
thing  on  their  investment.  The  fire,  coming  at 
this  time,  is  a  serious  blow,  however,  and  will 
make  the  returns  to  stockholders  much  less  than 
they  otherwise  would  be.  Most  of  the  contracts 
of  the  company  ehher  have  been  canceled  or  taken 
over  by  producing  companies  in  the  third  vein 
district. 
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In  spite  of  the  mild  weather  which  has  prevailed  since  the  advent  of 
December,  coal  prices  on  the  bituminous  product  hold  fairly  steady.  This 
shows  that  the  car  shortage  which  prevailed  last  fall  is  likely  to  be  a  prom¬ 
inent  factor  in  the  market  situation  all  winter. 


,  Retailers  and  Rjite  Regulation. 

OFI'ICERS  of  retail  associations  throughout  the  country  have  taken  a 
position  against  government  regulation  of  freight  rates.  The  argu¬ 
ments  which  they  have  advanced  in  support  of  their  position  are  to 
the  effect  that  it  would  place  the  power  of  rate-making  in  the  hands  of 
a  political  body.  While  we  oppose  government  rate  regulation,  we  are  of 
the  opinion  that  this  argument  is  spurious  and  not  worthy  of  the  retail  coal 
men.  It  is  not  worthy  of  them  because  it  does  not  go  deep  enough  into  the 
matter  and  reveals  that  they  have  not  given  the  subject  the- thought  which 
it  merits. 

If  we  are  to  oppose  any  move  for  the  betterment  of  our  government, 
because  it  will  involve  politics,  we  might  as  well  go  on  record  as  being  op¬ 


posed  to  the  government  itself.  Every  man  who  holds  public  office  from 
ffie  president  down  to  the  smallest  paid  constable,  plays  politics.  Our 
judiciary  from  the  supreme  court  judge  of  the  United  States  to  the  local 
justice  of  the  peace  is  engaged  in  the  political  game.  The  mere  fact  that  it 
IS  necessary  to  play  politics  in  order  to  gain  public  office  will  not  prevent  a 
public  official  from  doing  his  duty  to  the  best  of  his  ability  in  most  instances. 
He  must  do  his  duty  in  order  to  gain  further  political  preference,  except  in 
a  few  instances  where  he  is  the  protege  of  some  political  boss.  It  must  be 
apparent,  therefore,  that  if  we  are  to  oppose  any  function  of  the  government 
because  politics  is  mixed  up  with  the  selection  of  executives  in  charge,  we 
place  ourselves  on  record  as  being  opposed  to  the  whole  of  our  government. 
We  hardly  think  the  retailers  of  this  country  desire  to  take  this  position. 

Another  argument  opposed  to  government  control  of  freight  rates,  is 
that  the  rate  making  body  would  be  lacking  in  competency  to  judge  fairly  of 
proper  rates.  It  has  been  asserted  that  it  requires  a  lifetime  of  experience 
on  the  part  of  competent  railroad  men  to  handle  this  problem  satisfactorily. 

1  his,  too,  is  a  spurious  argument.  The  interstate  commerce  commission,  if 
endowed  with  authority  to  control  and  regulate  rates,  would  not  necessarily 
be  oblipd  to  go  into  every  detail  of  rate-making,  but  would  look  at  the 
matter  in  a  broad  light  with  a  view  to  bettering  conditions  as  a  whole.  Con¬ 
sequently  its  competency  would  be  based  on  its  knowledge  of  fairness  and 
equity  both  to  the  railroads  and  shippers,  rather  than  on  details  of  rate 
making. 

We  have  mentioned  these  two  arguments  for  the  reason  that  those  who 
indulge  in  them  furnish  loopholes  by  means  of  which  the  discussion  of  the 
subject  can  be  continued  indefinitely.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  opposition 
to  government  rate-making  should  be  founded  on  higher  and  broader  prin¬ 
ciples.  We  should  oppose  it  because  there  is  no  demand  from  shippers  as 
a  whole  for  a  change  in  freight  rates.  Generally,  present  rates  are  consid¬ 
ered  fair  and  equitable;  they  are  not  a  heavy  burden  on  shippers,  and  taking 
them  as  a  whole  they  are  not  unjust. 

A  still  further  argument  opposed  to  government  rate-making  is,  that 
it  would  be  a  violation  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  constitution. 
Every  man  before  the  law  is  free  and  equal.  Every  railroad  man  should 
have  the  same  rights  as  any  other  business  man.  He  should  have  the  right 
to  regulate  the  price  of  the  commodity  which  he  sells,  so  long  as  he  does  not 
violate  the  laws  of  the  country.  If  we  are  going  to  lay  down  iron-clad  rules 
to  which  he  must  conform  in  selling  transportation,  we  ought  to  lay  down 
iron-clad  rules  as  to  the  rate  of  interest  banks  should  charge  on  loans;  the 
minimum  and  maximum  price  of  eggs,  shoes  and  merchandise;  the  charges 
attorneys  shall  make  for  legal  services  to  clients,  and  many  other  commod¬ 
ities  which  are  salable  should  be  regulated  in  this  manner — by  law.  We 
can  not  say  to  one  man  that  he  shall  obtain  such  and  such  a  price  for  his 
salable  commodity  and  permit  another  man  to  do  as  he  pleases  with  reference 
to  the  price  he  shall  obtain  for  another  commodity. 

If  we  enter  upon  this  price  regulation  program,  we  might  as  well  all 
become  socialists.  Such  a  step  would  be  a  nearer  approach  to  socialism  than 
any  other  that  has  ever  been  taken  by  the  government  of  the  United  States. 
If  we  advocate  the  regulation  of  freight  rates  on  the  basis  of  protection  to 
shippers,  and  not  with  reference  to  maximum  and  minimum  charges,  then 
we  approach  paternalism.  It  is  true  that  the  government  should  protect  the 
weak  against  the  strong,  but  it  should  do  so  with  equity  toward  the  strong 
as  well  as  the  weak.  If  we  protect  the  weak  at  the  expense  of  the  strong, 
causing  a  loss  to  the  latter,  then  the  equity  and  fairness  of  government  is 
disturbed. 

There  are  two  shoals  from  which  the  ship  of  state  should  steer  clear  as 
far  as  possible.  These  are  socialism  and  paternalism.  To  make  concessions 
to  either  of  these  principles  will  be  to  disturb  the  relations  of  government 
to  citizenship.  If  we  all  agree,  and  it  seems  that  the  majority  of  the  free 
holders  of  this  country  do  agree,  that  we  have  the  best  form  of  government 
for  a  nation  of  our  size  and  extent  in  the  world,  let  us  keep  that  form.  Soli¬ 
darity  and  stability  guarantee  the  continuance  of  a  nation’s  life.  We  can  not 
depart  from  our  present  governmental  forms  without  running  great  risks. 

Harmony  with  a  big  “H”  prevailed  at  the  meeting  of  the  Illinois  Coal 
Operators’  Association  at  Springfield  on  Tuesday  of  last  week.  Whenever 
the  coal  interests  of  Illinois  are  thoroughly  unified  they  represent  a  big 
factor  in  the  coal  industry  of  the  country.  From  this  time  forward,  watch 
the  Illinois  coal  operators. 

1  HURSDAY  OF  LAST  wcck  was  the  twent3'-first  of  December.  According 
to  our  usual  custom,  we  desire  to  repeat  the  suggestion  of  that  old  sage 
who  said:  “When  the  days  begin  to  lengthen,  the  cold  begins  to  strengthen,’’ 
in  the  hope  that  it  may  come  true 

Isn’t  there  some  one  in  connection  with  the  coal  industry  who  has  any 
influence  with  the  weather  man? 
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Don'ts  for  the  New  Year. 

With  the  advent  of  the  new  year  on  Monday 
nearly  every  coal  man  in  the  country  will  do 
some  swearing  off.  This,  we  assume  to  be  a  cor¬ 
rect  prediction  inasmuch  as  coal  men  generally 
have  a  habit  of  changing  their  style  of  living 
about  the  first  of  the  year.  Here  are  a  few  sug¬ 
gestions  as  to  proper  resolutions  to  adopt: 

Don’t  organize  more  than  six  or  eight  gigantic 
coal  mergers.  Those  who  have  organized  them 
during  the  past  year  have  found  that  one  was 
about  enough  to  keep  them  busy. 

Don’t  overlook  the  fact  that  honesty  is  the  best 
policy  in  every  vocation,  except  the  life  insurance 
business,  including  coal.  The  companies  in  busi¬ 
ness  the  longest  are  those  which  have  the  great¬ 
est  amount  of  honesty  back  of  them. 

Don’t  forget  the  bright  side  of  life.  It  is  true 
that  there  has  been  summer  weather  throughout 
the  country  the  past  week,  but  just  think  how 
quick  the  temperature  can  change  in  this  north¬ 
ern  latitude  if  you  give  it  half  a  chance. 

Don’t  think  every  man  can  be  skinned  on  the 
quality  of  the  coal  you  sell  him,  because  you  have 
found  one  or  two  suckers.  There  are  also  a  few 
people  in  this  country  who  know  just  as  much 
as  you  do,  even  though  there  is  none  who  knows 
any  more. 

Don’t  forget  to  learn  a  little  something  new 
each  day,  either  about  your  business  or  along 
general  lines.  The  man  who  can  keep  this  up 
year  in  and  year  out  will  become  a  master  of 
knowledge  by  the  time  he  reaches  the  age  of  three 
score  and  ten. 

Don’t  climb  on  to  the  water  wagon  unless  you 
intend  to  keep  the  front  seat  and  take  the  reins 
in  your  own  hand  the  next  twelve  months.  If 
you  take  a  back  seat  you  are  likely  to  fall  off 
and  get  thoroughly  wet  before  you  reach  the 
first  stopping  place. 

Don’t  forget  that  it  is  a  new  year.  Wipe  out 
all  the  old  business  and  personal  grudges.  Start 
in  fresh  with  the  idea  that  every  man  in  the 
world  is  your  friend.  Those  who  will  not  live  up 
to  your  expectations  in  this  respect  are  not  wor¬ 
thy  to  be  called  friends.  Cut  them  out. 

Don’t  forget  that  there  are  others  in  business 
besides  yourself.  If  you  had  a  monopoly  of  the 
business  you  would  make  so  much  money  that 
Rockefeller  would  be  a  beggar  alongside  of  you. 
Furthermore  you  might  be  under  indictment  all 
the  time  for  being  a  little  trust  by  yourself. 

Don’t  get  indicted.  While  it  is  the  most  fash¬ 
ionable  thing  going  on  in  the  coal  set  this  sea¬ 
son,  you  will  find  that  it  is  an  expensive  luxury 
and  one  in  which  you  can  not  afford  to  indulge 
too  often  for  the  reason  that  it  belongs  wholly 
to  the  very  rich  or  the  very  poor  to  do  this  stunt. 

Don’t  knock.  We  know  that  knocking  is  good 
exercise  for  the  lungs  and  the  throat,  and  that  it 
develops  a  man  physically,  particularly  his  yawp, 
but  at  the  same  time  the  highest  attainment  is  to 
develop  yourself  mentally.  Knocking  degrades 
the  gray  matter  that  roosts  back  of  your  eye¬ 
brows. 

Don’t  overlook  the  fact  that  coal  on  track 
longer  than  free  time  costs  car  service  money. 
While  the  railroads  like  to  swell  their  earnings 
in  that  way  it  might  be  to  your  advantage  to 
keep  your  money  till  next  summer,  when  the 
picnic  season  prevails  and  all  the  pretty  girls  are 
out  in  their  summer  togs. 

Don’t  sell  the  poorest  stuff  you  can  find  and 
designate  it  as  Hocking  or  Carterville  six-inch 
lump.  While  you  may  not  care  particularly  for 
your  own  reputation,  it  is  a  good  thing  occa- 
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sionally  to  think  of  the  others  in  the  coal  busi¬ 
ness  and  how  you  injure  their  reputation  when 
you  do  these  little  smart  tricks. 

Don’t  forget  to  advertise  in  The  Black  Dia¬ 
mond.  We  think  a  whole  lot  of  the  coal  men ; 
in  fact,  they  are  the  salt  of  the  earth.  These  col¬ 
umns  are  their  columns.  Furthermore,  advertis¬ 
ing  brings  results.  All  coal  men  advertise  ex¬ 
cept  those  who  have  either  moss  in  their  whiskers 
or  are  looking  for  a  quiet  grave 

Don’t  forget  to  put  steam  into  your  business. 
To  do  it  you  will  be  obliged  to  be  temperate  in 
your  habits,  confine  your  attentions  to  your  own 
immediate  domestic  circle  and  eat  regularly,  tak¬ 
ing  the  prescribed  amount  of  exercise.  No  man 
can  generate  the  steam  necessary  to  keep  going 
at  the  rate  of  forty  miles  an  hour  who  is  up 
two-thirds  of  each  night  and  lives  on  booze  and 
lobster  salad. 

Don’t  be  too  anxious  to  sell  coal.  The  man 
that  is  too  anxious  always  has  his  coal  sold  under 
contract  when  prices  are  high  and  he  can 
make  a  profit  and  always  runs  his  mines  when 
prices  are  too  low  and  it  is  impossible  to  make 
any  money.  If  you  do  not  care  to  go  on  record 
for  business  sagacity  by  following  this  advice, 
just  figure  out  how  long  your  money  will  last 
if  you  spend  it  foolishly. 

From  the  Chestnut  Bin. 

An  important  meeting  of  coal  men  was  held 
in  a  barn  at  Chicago  Heights  one  night  recently 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  what  steps  should 
be  taken  to  improve  business  conditions.  (Read¬ 
ers  of  this  article  must  not  give  the  facts  away 
to  the  prosecuting  attorney  in  Cook  county  for 
fear  that  indictments  will  follow.)  The  meeting 
was  called  to  order  by  Charley  Gilmore,  who 
presided  with  his  usual  affability,  but  forgot  to 
rap  on  the  table  for  order,  simply  saying  some¬ 
thing  under  his  breath  about  “What  will  you 
have,  boys,"  a  lapse  of  memory  which  he  promptly 
corrected  by  asking  Leslie  Mullen  if  he  had  any 
suggestions  to  make. 

“I  have  a  few  suggestions,’’  began  Mullen, 
when  some  of  the  hilarious  ones  wanted  to  know 
where  he  kept  them.  “Quit  your  kidding,  fel¬ 
lows,”  he  continued ;  “this  is  a  serious  matter. 

I  think  this  convention  should  go  on  record  at 
once  in  favor  of  having  President  Roosevelt  take 
drastic  action  with  reference  to  the  weather  de¬ 
partment  of  the  government."  Hear,  hear, 
shouted  J.  S.  Peironet,  but  his  voice  was  drowned 
out  by  several  others  who  chimed  in  the  chorus. 

“Don’t  interrupt  the  gentleman,”  expostulated 
Gilmore,  as  he  rapped  on  the  table  for  further 
orders.  With  this  Mullen  resumed  the  thread 
of  his  talk: 

“I  think  we  are  acting  under  our  rights  when 
we  demand  from  this  government  that  we  shall 
be  given  seasonable  weather.  Who  ever  heard  of 
June  days  in  December?  I  say,  who  ever  heard  of 
any  such  thing  before?  If  this  thing  is  not 
changed,  for  one  I  am  going  to  knock  the  admin¬ 
istration.  I’ll  be  darned - .”  This  latter  lapse 

from  the  strict  decorum  of  public  debate  caused 
Pete  Delaney  to  fall  from  his  chair  with  sur- 

prise.  _  _ 

“I  am  not  in  favor  of  taking  drastic  action, 
spoke  up  Arthur  Mac  Bride.  “I  always  believe 
you  can  catch  more  suckers  with  sugar  than  you 
can  by  throwing  a  lariat  at  them.  I  propose  as 
a  counter  measure  to  that  advocated  by  my  es¬ 
teemed  friend,  Mr.  Mullen,  that  we  take  up^  a 
subscription  for  our  worthy  assistant,  the  chief 
of  the  weather  department  at  Washington,  and 
also  his  principal  subordinate,  the  weather  man 
at  Medicine  Hat,  and  present  them  with  some¬ 


thing  which  will  show  our  kindly  feeling  toward 
them.  In  this  way  we  will  prevail  upon  them 
to  treat  us  properly  in  the  future,  I  am  sure.  I 
will  head  any  such  subscription  paper.” 

There  was  dead  silence  when  the  speaker  con¬ 
cluded  his  peroration.  Every  brow  was  knit, 
every  ounce  of  gray  matter  in  the  room  was  ab¬ 
sorbed  in  a  stupendous  task  of  mastering  the  de¬ 
tails  of  this  great  scheme.  Finally  when  the 
matter  had  been  seriously  thought  over  Lou  Car¬ 
penter  sprang  to  his  feet  with  the  agility  of  a 
young  panther.  “Excelsior,”  he  exclaimed.  “Ex¬ 
celsior,  instead  of  breakfast  food.  But  that  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  case.  Our  talented  young 
friend  here  representing  the  gigantic  smokeless 
interests  of  the  country  has  solved  the  problem 
for  us.  I  move  that  we  raise  such  a  subscrip¬ 
tion  forthwith  and  that  a  committee  consisting 
of  G.  H.  Conn,  Norm  Birkland  and  Gordon 
Buchanan  raise  the  money,  and  that  each  shall 
deliver  a  presentation  address  to  the  two  per¬ 
sons  named  by  my  talented  colleague.”  A  re¬ 
splendent  smile  illuminated  the  speaker’s  coun¬ 
tenance  as  he  closed.  The  motion  was  seconded 
by  Frank  Browning,  who  said  that  he  represented 
the  Pittsburgh  Coal  Co.,  and  he  was  sure  his 
“boss”  would  contribute.  It  was  passed  amid 
rousing  cheers  and  cries.  A.  O.  Tandy  also 
seconded  the  motion,  saying  that  he  knew  the 
Vandalia  Coal  Co.  would  donate. 

The  subscription  paper  was  quickly  started, 
and  with  one  or  two  exceptions  every  one  sub¬ 
scribed.  The  most  important  exception  consisted 
of  a  jobber,  who  said  if  it  made  no  difference  to 
the  committee  he  would  rather  give  a  car  of 
Hocking  lump  coal  than  half  a  dollar.  He  was 
promptly  ruled  out  for  endeavoring  to  avoid  pay¬ 
ment  of  a  just  obligation. 

Later: — The  presentation  committee  met 
Thursday  morning  in  the  office  of  Gordon 
Buchanan,  where  the  subscription  money  was 
counted  for  a  third  time  and  it  was  found  it 
tallied  to  a  cent  with  the  amount  put  down  on 
the  subscription  paper. 

Later  :— It  has  been  decided  that  the  committee 
shall  start  for  Washington  on  its  important  mis¬ 
sion  Monday  evening,  if  any  railroad  can  be 
worked  for  transportation. 

Still  later:— *A  railroad  has  been  worked. 
Latest  {Should  be  printed  in  red,  but  we  are 
out  of  ink  of  that  color)  :— Charley  Gilmore, 
chairman  of  the  meeting,  was  interviewed  just 
as  he  was  leaving  the  elevator  leading  from  his 
palatial  private  office  last  night.  “I  am  very  hope¬ 
ful,”  he  remarked  to  your  scribe,  “that  this  move¬ 
ment  will  be  portentous  ■  with  great  results.  I 
think,  in  fact,  it  ought  to  prove  the  salvation  of 
the  coal  trade  of  the  country.” 

“When  will  the  first  effects  be  felt?”  asked  your 
scribe. 

“Let’s  see,  if  the  committee  leaves  Sunday 
night,  it  will  reach  Washington  on  Tuesday,”  he 
added,  “an  interview  will  be  granted  immediately, 
the  chief  of  the  weather  department  may  be 
obliged  to  rearrange  his  plans  somewhat  and  by 
Thursday  or  Friday  the  weather  ought  to  begin 
to  get  colder.” 

“Can’t  you  arrange  it  so  that  we  can  get  it  in 
our  next  week’s  edition  with  portraits  of  the 
committee?”  asked  ye  scribe.  Mr.  Gilmore  is 
one  of  the  most  affable  fellows  on  earth,  and  has 
a  heart  as  big  as  a  coal  mine.  He  replied  that  he 
certainly  would  endeavor  to  do  so,  and  then  he 
asked  ye  scribe  if  he  would  not  have  a  drink  and 
a  panatel  cigar.  Thanks,  brother  Gilmore!  If 
your  committee  is  successful  we  will  give  you  a 
whole  lot  of  credit  in  our  next  issue  of  the  Coal- 
villa  Nezvs. 
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COAL  HANDLING  FROM  CARS  BY  MEANS  OF  INCLINED 
SKIP  AT  PLANT  OF  BRIDGEPORT  MALLEABLE 
IRON  CO.,  BRIDGEPORT,  CONN. 


Handling  Materials  Economically. 


SUCH  progress  is  being  made  by  large  users 
of  commodities  in  an  economical  handling 
of  them,  that  this  subject  is  one  of  great 
importance.  The  keen  competition  of  the  present 
(lay  makes  it  necessary  to  reduce  these  handling 
charges  to  the  minimum.  If  a  large  corporation 
using  a  heavy  tonnage  of  raw  materials  in  the 
operation  of  its  manufacturing  plant  can  reduce 
such  handling  charges  to  the  lowest  possible 
basis,  it  means  that  the  expense  of  operating  will 
be  reduced  in  proportion,  and  that,  other  condi¬ 
tions  being  equal,  any  reasonable  competition  can 
be  met.  'I'hese  underlying  principles  were  im¬ 
portant  in  inducing  the  Bridgeport  Malleable  Iron 
Co.,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  to  install  a  modern 
plant  for  handling  coal,  coke,  sand,  and  other 
bulk  materials.  This  plant  was  installed  at  con¬ 
siderable  expense,  but  the  returns  on  the  invest¬ 
ment  have  more  than  paid  the  interest  charges 
and  the  cost  of  maintenance,  leaving  a  profit  on 
the  right  side  of  the  ledger.  The  illustrations 
accompanying  this  article  show  to  a  large  extent 


bunkers  of  100  tons  capacity  each,  which  are  used 
for  the  coal  or  coke  to  go  into  immediate  con¬ 
sumption  at  the  plant.  The  coal  is  taken  directly 
from  railroad  cars  and  deposited  in  these  over¬ 
head  bunkers,  from  which  it  flows  off  through 
gates  in  the  bottom  of  the  pockets  into  narrow 
trauge  cars,  i,,e  latter  being  taken  to  any  desired 
point  in  the  works  by  means  of  storage  battery 
electric  locomotives. 

These  locomotives  will  haul  a  train  of  six  or 
eight  cars,  and  with  one  charge  of  electricity 
will  operate  during  an  average  day’s  run ;  in  other 
wor(is,  they  furnish  about  three  hours’  continuous 
service  with  one  charge. 

This  entire  plant  is  extremely  simple  and  direct 
in  its  operation.  Coal  is  unloaded  from  hopper 


lui  iduuidLiun  oi  me  cost  snows  tnat  an  the  work 
is  performed  at  not  to  exceed  one  cent  per  ton 
under  average  conditions.  Of  course,  this  will 
vary  somewhat  with  the  style  of  railroad  car 
from  which  the  coal  is  to  be  unloaded  and  the 
kind  of  coal.  As  was  previously  statecl,  the 
machinery  is  simple  throughout,  and  therefore 
the  plant  is  unusually  free  from  expense  and  an¬ 
noying  delays.  The  same  kind  of  machinery  used 
in  this  plant  is  available  in  any  retail  yard  where 
coal  is  received  by  rail.  If  it  is  desirable,  storage 
can  be  made  entirely  under  cover  by  arranging  the 
automatic  tracks  in  a  suitable  way  in  an  over¬ 
head  storage  building. 

T  he  story  of  this  plant  is  told  very  graphically 
by  means  of  the  accompanying  illustrations.  The 
first  one  shown  was  taken  from  a  photograph 
showing  the  skip  hoist  and  three  overhead  storage 
bunkers,  the  two  automatic  roads  and  the  storage 
in  the  yard  for  coal  or  coke. 

The  second  illustration  shows  the  railroad  cars 


GENERAL  VIEW  OF  STORAGE  YARDS,  TRESTLES  AND  OVERHEAD  BUNKERS  AT  PLANT  OF 
BRIDGEPORT  MALLEABLE  IRON  CO.,  BRIDGEPORT,  CONN. 


the  nature  of  the  handling  plant  which  has  been 
installed.  A  description  more  in  detail  will  be 
of  interest,  not  only  to  readers  of  The  Black 
Diamond,  who  are  interested  in  this  problem,  but 
als(3  to  retail  dealers  who  must  meet  conditions 
which  are  somewhat  similar,  particularly  if  they 
handle  a  large  volume  of  coal. 

General  Description  of  Plant. 

Referring  to  the  plant  as  a  whole,  it  consists 
essentially  of  an  inclined  skip  hoist  for  taking  the 
commodity  from  a  receiving  hopper  located  under 
the  railroad  track,  the  skip  dumping  into  an  over¬ 
head  hopper,  from  which  the  material  is  dumped 
into  an  automatic  car  running  on  any  one  of  three 
automatic  roads.  These  latter  are  carried  on 
overhead  trestles,  about  thirty  feet  high  and  250 
feet  long.  The  material  can  be  dumped  from  the 
automatic  car  into  storage  at  any  point  along  the 
three  trestles. 

The  track  at  the  point  where  the  automatic  car 
is  loaded  is  arranged  on  a  turn-table,  so  that  one 
car  answers  for  the  three  automatic  roads.  By 
means  of  this  turn-table  it  can  be  diverted  to  the 
road  which  reaches  the  .storage  plant  to  which  it 
is  to  go.  The  bulk  of  the  coal  and  coke  is  car¬ 
ried  in  outside  storage  resting  on  the  ground. 
In  addition,  however,  there  are  three  overhead 


storage  BATTERY  LOCOMOTIVE  AND  NARROW 

ABLE  IRON  C 

bottom  railroad  cars  simply  by  dropping  the  doors 
and  allowing  it  to  fill  the  hopper  under  the  track. 
From  this  hopper  it  goes  into  a  skip,  which  has 
a  capacity  of  a  gross  ton  of  coal,  and  it  is  hoisted 
by  means  of  a  Mead  hoist  operated  with  a  direct 
current  General  Electric  motor  of  the  street  rail¬ 
way  type,  15-horsepower.  For  the  automatic 
roads  located  on  the  trestle  no  power  whatever  is 
required.  These  roads  are  built  on  an  incline  of 
about  three  per  cent  and  gravity  carries  them 
to  the  point  where  the  cars  are  to  be  unloaded. 
The  car  is  weighed  as  it  stands  at  the  loading 
point  on  a  platform  scale,  and  is  started  in  its 
descent  by  the  operator.  It  dumps  automatically 
at  a  point  predetermined  by  the  location  of  a 
tripping  block,  the  car  being  arranged  by  means  of 
wire  rope  to  pick  up  a  counterweight  which  re¬ 
turns  it  automatically  to  the  loading  point.  The 
capacity  of  this  plant  when  unloailing  broken  or 
gas  coal  is  forty  to  fifty  tons  per  hour. 

Cost  of  Handling,  One  Cent  Per  Ton. 

The  interesting  feature  in  the  operation  of  this 
plant  exists  in  connection  with  the  cost  of  han¬ 
dling  the  coal  and  placing  it  in  storage.  A  care- 


GAUGE  CARS  AT  PLANT  OF  THE  BRIDGEPORT  MALLE- 
I.,  BRIDGEPORT,  CONN. 

in  position  for  unloading,  with  the  inclined  skip 
hoist  and  the  automatic  car  which  receives  the 
load  on  the  trestle. 

In  the  third  illustration  the  electric  storage 
battery  locomotive  with  the  narrow  gauge  cars 
for  taking  the  coal  from  storage  piles  to  foundr) 
\vhere  it  is  to  be  used  are  shown.  The  Mead-Mor- 
rison  Manufacturing  Co.,  of  New  York,  Boston 
and  Chicago,  furnished  all  of  the  machinery,  in¬ 
cluding  the  storage  battery  locomotive,  with  the 
exception  of  the  narrow  gauge  cars. 

Seech  Creek  Tonnage, 

Coal  tonnage  originating  on  the  Beech  Creek 
branch  of  the  New  York  Central  railroad  for  the 
week  ending  December  seventh  amounted  to  195.- 
382  tons,  making  the  total  to  date  for  the  year 
8.624,814  tons,  compared  with  7,087,316  tons  for 
the  same  period  in  1904.  This  is  an  increase  of 
1,537,498  tons. 

Coke  tonnage  for  the  same  week  amounted  to 
4,216  tons,  making  the  fotal  this  year  to  that 
date  90,225  tons,  as  compared  with  26,216  tons 
during  the  same  period  in  1904. 
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Observe  Christmas  Season. 

In  the  Chicago  offices  of  Williams  &  Peters, 
the  Christmas  season  each  year  is  a  period  never 
to  be  forgotten.  The  firm  remembers  its  employes 
in  some  substantial  manner  and  there  is  an  effort 
in  the  part  of  the  employes  to  show  their  appreci¬ 
ation,  not  only  toward  the  members  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  but  toward  those  who  have  charge  of  the 
western  business.  As  is  usual,  this  year 
employe  in  the  Chicago  office  was  remembered 
with  gold  coin.  In  turn,  the  employes  showed 
their  appreciation  of  F.  N.  Pease,  southwestern 
sales  agent,  who  is  in  charge  at  Chxago,  by  pre¬ 
senting  him  with  a  handsome  morocco  bound 
Webster’s  unabridged  dictionary.  The  presenta¬ 
tion  occurred  last  Saturday.  J.  T.  Leath  made  a 
speech,  saying  that  he  wished  to  express  the 
sentiment  of  his  fellow  employes  of  the  good¬ 
feeling  which  they  felt  toward  Williams  &  Pe^ 
ers  and  Mr.  Pease.  They  appreciated,  he  said, 
the  good  will  on  the  part  of  the  company  which 
resulted  in  the  observance  of  the  Christmas  sea¬ 
son  annually  and  wished  to  show  their  apprecia¬ 
tion  to  Mr.  Pease  by  presenting  him  with  a  token 
of  their  regard  and  esteem.  ,  ■  i  * 

Mr.  Pease  responded,  expressing  his  thanks  at 
the  remembrance  of  himself  in  this_  substantial 
way  also  expressing  the  appreciation  of  the 
firm  as  to  the  loyalty  and  energetic  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  members  of  the  staff  during  the  past 

twelve  months.  ,  ,  ,  r  n  j 

One  of  the  surprises  of  the  day  followed  the 
presentation  to  Mr.  Pease,  when  R.  K.  McCul¬ 
lough,  in  charge  of  the  accounting,  turned  to  Mr. 
Leath,  presenting  him  with  a  handsome  alligator 
skin  traveling  bag,  saying  that  it  was  intended 
as  a  token  of  esteem  and  appreciation  m  which 
he  was  held  by  his  fellow  employes.  This  was 
wholly  unexpected  on  Mr.  Leath’s  part,  and  he 
was  not  prepared  to  respond.  He  sincerely 
thanked  his  co-workers.  . 

In  addition  to  the  gold  com  distributed  by 
Williams  &  Peters,  Mr.  Pease  remembered  each 
of  the  employes  personally  in  a  substantial  man- 

"^While  Christmas  is  always  properly  ol^erved 
and  good  cheer  always  prevails  in  the  office  of 
this  firm,  this  year  it  was  voted  that  the  ob¬ 
servance  was  a  little  better  than  usual. 


Coat  Retailers  in  United  States. 

The  census  for  the  year  1900  gives  the  number 
of  retail  coal  and  wood  merchants  m  the  United 
States  as  20,886.  This  includes  all  the  members 
of  firms  engaged  in  the  business,  so  that  an  esti¬ 
mate  of  the  number  of  regular  retail  coal  yards 
in  the  United  States  will  be  about  10,000.  _  Con¬ 
sidering  that  there  are  65,000  small  towns  m  the 
United  States,  it  may  be  concluded  there  are 
at  least  40,000  small  coal  sellers,  handling  from 
two  to  three  cars  of  coal  per  year,  to  as  many 
per  month.  If  these  small  dealers  handle  an 
average  of  300  tons  per  annum  each,  the  con¬ 
sumption  for  a  year  is  placed  at  12,000,000  tons. 

The  proportionate  retail  sales  by  New  York 
dealers  for  each  season  of  the  year  shows  that 
twenty-six  per  cent  of  the  trade  is  handled  m  the 
spring  months nineteen  and  one-half  per  cent  m 
the  summer;  twenty-two  per  cent  in  the  fall,  and 
thirty-one  and  one-half  per  cent  in  the  winter, 
the  latter  period  showing  about  fifteen  per  cent 
more  than  the  spring  season  and  sixty  per  cent 
more  than  the  summer. 


Labor  Anthracite  Outlook. 

The  only  developments  with  reference  to  wage 
negotiations  between  the  anthracite  operators  and 
miners  during  the  past  week  have  been  of  an  m- 
eonsequential  character,  so  far  as  they  have  a 
direct  bearing  -on  the  outcome.  Much  importance 
has  been  attached  to  the  fact  that  President  Baer 
of  the  Philadelphia  &  Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co., 
recently  extended  an  invitation  to  the  members 
of  the  anthracite  conciliation  board  to  partake 
of  a  luncheon  in  the  Terminal  building  at  Phila¬ 
delphia  where  they  were  in  session.  The  local 
newspapers  there  published  graphic  accounts 
of  the  luncheon  in  which  Mr.  Baer  is  represented 
as  drinking  a  health  to  peace.  Whether  this  is 
fact  or  fiction  does  not  appear.  In  all  probability 
it  mav  be  a  little  bit  of  both.  Inasmuch  as  there 


are  three  miners’  representatives  on  the  anthra¬ 
cite  conciliation  board,  the  incident  has  been 
interpreted  to  mean  that  Mr.  Baer  is  desirous 
for  peace,  which  is  undoubtedly  the  truth,  pro¬ 
viding  he  can  obtain  it  honorably. 

It  is  claimed  that  the  presidents  of  the  coal 
carrying  roads  have  received  the  letter  from 
President  Mitchell  of  the  miners’  organization 
which  was  authorized  at  the  Shamokin  conven¬ 
tion  and  have  the  matters  which  it  contains  under 
consideration.  No  public  action  had  been  taken 
with  reference  to  request  for  a  conference  with 
the  operators  by  the  miners,  and  it  is  not  likely 
that  any  action  will  be  taken  until  after  the  holi¬ 
days. 

The  feeling  that  peace  will  continue  seems  to 
prevail  generally  with  both  operators  and  the 
miners.  This  being  the  case  it  will  be  much  easier 
to  enter  an  arrangement  which  will  be  satis¬ 
factory  to  both  than  it  would  be  if  they  were 
looking  for  a  fight.  ,  ■  u 

In  all  probability  the  coming  \yeek  will  furnish 
some  developments  which  will  give  more  definite 
information  as  to  the  future  of  negotiations. 

V 

A  force  of  twenty-five  rnen  has  been  engaged 
to  develop  a  new  coal  mine  at  Adaville,  near 
Kemmerer,  Wyo. 

V 

A  strike  affecting  nearly  300  miners  is  on  at 
the  Provident  coal  mines,  a  mile  and  a  half  north 
of  St.  Clairsville,  Ohio. 


Michigan  Short  of  Miners. 

A  joint  conference  of  operators  and  miners, 
preliminary  to  the  one  which  will  be  held  in  the 
spring  of  1906,  was  held  in  Saginaw,  Mich.,  re¬ 
cently.  The  coal  operators  were  represented  by 
R.  M.  Randall,  A.  D.  Eddy,  James  Somers,  F.  P. 
Young,  M.  L.  Davies,  A.  M.  Fancher  and  Com¬ 
missioner  Davis ;  and  the  miners  by  the  executive 
board  of  the  Michigan  district.  The  principal 
matter  taken  up  for  discussion  was  the  shortage 
of  labor  in  the  Michigan  mines  and  the  attitude 
of  the  miners’  organization.  •  •  •  u 

Commissioner  Davis  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that 
the  shortage  of  labor  was  entirely  due  to  the 
practically  prohibitive  initiation  fees  of  the  tnin- 
ers’  organization.  Under  present  regulations  the 
miner  who  desires  to  work  in  another  field  from 
that  in  which  he  is  engaged  is  charged  $10.  The 
Michigan  initiation  fee  for  the  miner  is  $50  and 
for  work  above  ground  is  $25,  this  being  m  itself 
sufficient  cause  for  the  lack  of  labor,  few  men 
either  being  willing  or  able  to  pay  such  a  heavy 
fee. 

The  meeting  consisted  of  an  informal  discus¬ 
sion.  The  miners  contend  that  the  operators  have 
no  right  to  interfere  with  the  internal  affairs  of 
the  union,  either  the  initiation  fee  or  the  cori- 
stitution.  On  the  other  hand  the  operators  ad¬ 
mitted  that  while  they  had  long  considered  the 
Michigan  initiation  fee  excessive,  they  had  not 
expressed  themselves  in  regard  to  it,  until  the 
last  advance  was  made  to  the  present  figure, 
which  they  say  has  retarded  successful  operation, 
due  to  the  lack  of  available  miners. 


Becomes  Head  of  Chicago  Firm. 


M.  R.  Kelly,  identified  with  anthracite  coal 
trade  of  Chicago  for  more  than  twenty-five  years, 
has  become  the  head  of  the  firrn  of  E.  U.  Hed- 
strom  &  Co.,  Marquette  building.  Mr.  Kelly 
has  had  an  interest  in  this  business  for  the  past 
thirteen  years,  and  was  admitted  to  partnership 
six  years  ago.  His  Icng  experience  in  connec- 


the  force  of  employes  in  order  to  handle  the  much 
larger  tonnage  available.  He  was  tendered  a  posi¬ 
tion  and  accepted  it  on  that  date. 

Mr.  Kelly  has  served  in  every  department  ot 
this  business,  starting  in  with  a  minor  position. 
Due  to  his  ability  and  loyality  to  the  firm,  ne 
a'cquired  an  interest  in  1892,  but  was  not  admit- 


M.  R.  KELLY, 

HEAD  OF  THE  CHICAGO  FIRM  OF  E.  L.  HEDSTROM  &  CO. 


tion  with  the  coal  business,  his  wide  acquaintanw 
in  the  west  and  his  thorough  identification  with 
the  firm,  its  policy  and  interests,  make  him  well 
equipped  for  the  position. 

Mr.  Kelly’s  first  important  position  as  a  young 
man  was  with  E.  L.  Hedstroni  &  Co.  On 
May  first,  1879,  he  entered  their  employ 
at  the  time  they  became  agents  for  Uie 
Delaware,  Lackawanna  &  Western  railroad  for 
the  sale  of  Scranton  coal  in  western  territory. 
Due  to  this  agency  it  became  necessary  to  increase 


ted  to  partnership  until  May  first,  1899.  when  he 
assumed  the  duties  of  Geo.  W.  Meeker,  who 
had  died  a  short  time  before.  During  the  recent 
rather  long  illness  of  the  late  John  H.  Brown, 
Mr.  Kelly  assumed  the  management  of  the  busi¬ 
ness.  Mr.  Kelly  has  many  personal  qualities, 
which  add  to  his  equipment  to  meet  the  re¬ 
sponsibilities  he  has  assumed.  His  very  wide 
circle  of  friends  in  the  west  already  have  ten¬ 
dered  him  many  congratulations,  in  which  The 
Black  Diamond  desires  most  heartily  to  join. 
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Reports  from  Leading  Coal  Markets  of  the  East 


Office  of  T he  Black  Diamonu, 
New  York,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  2S: 

In  connection  with  the  anthracite  trade  tlicre 
is  a  considerable  volume  of  new  business  coming 
forward,  keeping  all  the  shipihng  interests  busy. 
Ihe  keen  demand  reported  for  several  weeks 
past  is  now  over  for  the  present,  however.  'I'he 
weather  conditions  are  responsible  -for  the  weaker 
conditions  in  the  coal  trade,  particularly  with 
reference  to  demand  for  domestic  purposes.  The 
temperature  has  been  mild  here  during  the  past 
week,  and  this  has  put  consumption  on  a  nominal 
basis.  In  addition,  the  holiday  season  is  always 
characterized  by  the  smaller  volume  of  buying, 
and  this  year  was  no  exception  to  that  general 
rule.  Enough  demand  is  developing  from  day 
to  day  to  absorb  all  the  tonnage  that  is  coming 
forward  for  distribution  in  the  various  markets 
tributary  to  New  York  city.  In  all  probability 
the  demand  from  the  local  city  and  harbor  trade 
is  smaller  than  from  any  other  point.  A  large 
proportion  of  this  business  at  this  time  of  the 
,  year  is  of  a  transient  character,  the  buying  policy 
of  consumers  being  affected  by  the  rise  and  fall 
of  the  mercury.  With  a  change  in  the  temperature 
an  active  demand  may  be  expected  as  stocks 
with  consumers  are  of  small  proportion. 

Buyers  eastward  of  New  York  harbor  are 
sending  in  a  large  volume  of  orders,  which  are 
absorbing  enough  tonnage  to  furnish  relief  to 
shipping  companies.  All  coal  arriving  at  load¬ 
ing  ports  that  was  intended  for  New  York  harbor 
trade,  and  is  not  absorbed  at  that  point,  is  di¬ 
verted  to  the  New  England  and  sound  ports. 

1  he  movement  of  coal  to  the  latter  comparatively 
is  heavy  owing  to  the  fact  that  trade  is  almost 
wholly  dependent  upon  ocean  shipments.  All-rail 
distribution  to  that  territory  is  still  a  serious 
problem,  and  notwithstanding  the  almost  ideal 
conditions  which  have  prevailed  for  the  past 
three  weeks  is  as  bad  as  any  previous  year  at 
this  time.  There  is  no  immediate  prospect  of 
any  improvement  and  the  all-rail  carrying  com¬ 
panies  are  using  every  effort  to  divert  coal  to 
water  routes  because  of  their  acknowledged  in¬ 
ability  to  handle  this  tonnage. 

All-Rail  Demand  Still  Active. 

Inland  all-rail  business  is  still  the  most  im¬ 
portant  feature  of  the  market  and  all  of  the 
selling  companies  are  giving  it  more  attention 
in  order  to  supply  the  urgent  buying  demand  and 
provide  some  coal  for  dealers  and  consumers  in 
anticipation  of  any  interference  to  transportation 
which  may  follow  the  severe  weather  usually 
experienced  in  January!  Shipments  called  for 
by  all-rail  buyers  continue  to  be  very  heavy. 
The  tonnage  of  coal  that  can  be  delivered  is 
largely  dependent  upon  the  number  of  cars 
available  with  the  carrying  companies  for  this 
purpose.  Although  there  has  been  some  im¬ 


provement  m  the  supply  of  cars  at  the  collieries, 
It  is  not  yet  up  to  all  the  requirements  of  this 
class  of  trade.  In  this  connection  it  might  be 
emphasize  the  growing  importance  of 
the  all-rail  demand.  'I  his  year  it  has  assumed 
larger  proportions  and  there  is  now  no  question 
but  what  it  has  outgrown  the  railroad  equipment 
available  to  supply  it  in  former  periods.  The 
carrying  companies  should  provide  more  cars 
and  motive  power  in  order  that  it  may  receive 
the  same  service  as  the  trade  supplied  by  water 
routes. 

Steam  Grades  Continue  Active. 

All-rail  buyers  are  entitled  to  obtain  their  coal 
when  they  require  it.  This  year  they  have  been 
more  or  less  neglected  for  the  past  three  months, 
and  It  was  only  when  they  insisted  and  demanded 
shipments  that  they  received  any  tonnage.  Egg 
coal  continues  to  be  the  only  size  in  ample  sup¬ 
ply.  The  other  grades  are  reported  short  of  re¬ 
quirements  with  the  various  shipping  companies, 
and  as  orders  are  received  for  this  or  that  size, 
they  are  obliged  to  do  considerable  trading  back 
and  forth  to  supply  the  coal  ordered.  Stove  and 
diestnut  are  short  with  nearly  all  the  companies. 
Pea  coal,  although  ordinarily  considered  a  steam 
fuel,  IS  reported  as  becoming  a  domestic  size  in 
some  localities,  consequently  the  demand  is  in- 
creasing  and  there  is  a  shortage  with  practically 
all  shipping  companies  at  this  time. 

All  steam_  grades  are  in  strong  demand  and  the 
movement  is  heavy.  Requirements  for  freshly 
mined  coal  are  in  excess  of  immediate  production, 
with  the  result  that  reserve  stocks  are  being 
drawn  upon  to  supply  current  orders.  Prices 
on  all  sizes  used  in  the  steam  trade  are  firm  and 
premiums  frequently  are  paid  for  “private”  coal 
which  is  available  for  prompt  delivery. 

The  Atlantic  seaboard  bitummous  trade  con- 
show  a  large  volume  of  business  with 
all  the  shipping  companies  fairly  active.  It  must 
be  admitted,  however,  that  the  urgency  in  demand 
is  not  quite  so  pronounced  as  it  was  a  fortnight 
ago,  and  that  the  car  supply  has  shown  a  slight 
improvement  which  is  making  the  situation  easier 
and  giving  producers  a  brief  respite.  This  will 
permit  them  to  clean  up  on  their  more  urgent 
orders,  for  which  they  are  truly  grateful,  because 
it  wnl  enable  them  to  enter  the  new  year  in  a 
position  to  take  care  of  nearly  all  the  business 
which  may  develop.  In  addition  to  the  mild 
weather  and  the  better  supply  of  equipment '  at 
the  mines,  the  easier  conditions  are  due  to  the 
continued  heavy  shipments  during  the  past  six 
weeks. 

Demand  On  An  Easier  Basis. 

Buyers  who  are  demanding  more  than  their 
monthly  allotment  of  tonnage,  have  accumulated 
some  storage  stocks  now,  and  consequently  are 
not  so  urgently  demanding  over-shipments.  The 


mild  weather,  of  course,  has  eased  up  the  demand 
tor  spot  coal.  These  same  conditions  also  apply 
in  the  movement  coastwise.  Consumers  who  are 
endeavoring  to  obtain  sufficient  vessel  tonnage 
to  forward  the  coal  arriving  at  shipping  ports 
were  not  very  successful  in  covering  all  of  their 
needs  up  to  about  a  fortnight  ago.  but  they  now 
report  a  good  supply  of  vessels  available,  and  the 
forwarding  is  of  much  larger  proportions.  This 
relief  to  the  situation  may  be  of  short  duration, 
however,  but  while  it  continues  it  is  greatly  an- 
preciated. 

During  January  the  temperature  should  be  much 
lower  than  it  is  at  present,  and  usually  there  are 
severe  snow  storms  and  much  ice  to  interrupt 
transportation,  which,  of  course,  will  revive  the 
acbvity  if  it  occurs.  The  only  points  which  are 
suffering  from  lack  of  supply  are  those  which  re¬ 
ceive  coal  all-rail,  where  embargoes  are  still  in 
f9rce.  The  tonnage  reaching  the  various  ship- 
.licavy.  and  _  the  regularity  wiih 
which  It  is  arriving  is  leaving  its  impression  on 
the  market,  affecting  prices  n  such  instances 
where  coal  was  not  expected  to  come  through 
so  promptly.  Naturally  prices  are  lower  where 
these_  conditions  prevail.  In  the  east,  condit'ons 
are  similar  to  those  prevailing  at  shipping  ports. 
Consumers  are  receding  a  large  volume  of  c  a) 
on  contracts,  of  which  they  are  in  need.  The  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  cargoes  sent  there  to  be  sold  in  the 
open  market,  being  mostly  of  inferior  grades, 
are  not  moving  freely  and  consequently  spot  busi¬ 
ness  is  easier.  Prices  rule  slightly  lower  on 
such  coal.  The  standard  grades,  however,  re¬ 
main  firm  at  full  circular  figures. 

Sound  Trade  Is  Steady. 

The  trade  along  the  sound  is  steady  and  with 
better  facilities  for  getting  the  coal  forward  is 
taking  a  heavier  tonnage  which  is  only  restricted 
by  discharging  facilities,  and  in  the  rail  trade  by 
rte  number  of  cars  available  at  these  ports.  New 
York  harbor  trade  is  quiet  and  prices  are  easier 
ranging  at  $2.70@2.S0  f.  o.  b.  the  shipping  ports’ 

I  he  demand  is  not  as  brisk  as  it  was. 

The  all-rail  trade  is  most  urgent  in  demand 
at  this  time,  calling  for  more  tonnage  than  can 
be  shipped,  with  prices  ranging  at  $1.50  and  up- 
w^d.  f.  o.  b.  the  mine,  according  to  quality. 

Transportation  is  good,  the  coal  running 
through  Philadelphia  in  from  three  to  four  davs 
and  to  New  York  in  from  four  to  five  davs. 
Ihis  IS  schedule  time. 

The  coastwise  vessel  market  is  unchanged  from 
last  week.  Large  vessels  are  plentiful,  but  small 
craft  are  short  of  demand,  the  latter  command¬ 
ing  10@20c  above  the  rates  on  the  former.  Quo¬ 
tations  from  Philadelphia  on  vessels  of  1000  tons 
and  over,  are:  Boston.  Salem  and  Pordand 
80c;  sound  ports,  70(g'75c;  Lynn  and  Newbury- 
port,  $1.10;  Portsmouth,  85c,  and  New  York  to 
around  the  cape.  G5@70c. 


Market  J^ews  from  Buffalo  and  the  Great  Lakes  Trade. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  28.— (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.)— Hampered  by  the  usual  season  of  holi¬ 
day  rest  at  the  mines,  local  sales  agents  report  a 
smaller  volume  of  coal  moving  from  the  source  of 
supply  and  are  themselves  having  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  review  the  season’s  work  and  plan  with 
agents  and  traveling  salesmen  for  the  campaign 
which  will  be  resumed  with  the  beginning  of  the 
new  year. 

Taken  as  a  whole  the  anthracite  trade  has  been 
very  satisfactory,  the  one  drawback  being  the 
scarcity  of  cars  which  has  been  a  feature  of  trade 
conditions  for  many  weeks  back.  Orders  have 
been  liberal  during  the  entire  season,  both  on 
lake  and  rail  coal,  and  Buffalo  agents  have  been 
at  times  swamped  with  importunities  for  prompt 
delivery,  which  could  not  be  given  with  the  scant 
supply  of  rolling  stock  at  hand.  After  all.  how¬ 
ever,  the  trade  has  been  cared  for  with  as 
much  dispatch  as  possible,  and  the  customers  of 
the  various  companies  have  had  no  just  reason 
for  complaint. 

It  was  believed^  that  with  the  closing  of  navi¬ 
gation  and  cessation  of  lake  forwarding,  the  car 


situation  would  be  relieved.  While  this  antici¬ 
pation  has  been  in  a  measure  realized,  there  is 
such  a  strong  demand  for  all-rail  shipments  that 
the  relief  has  not  been  as  pronounced  as  was 
expected.  However,  the  addition  of  gondola 
cars  has  been  a  measure  of  improvement,  and 
agents  are  correspondingly  pleased. 

Mild  Weather  Affects  Demand. 

One  of  the  most  mild  Decembers  for  years  in 
this  section  has  also  contributed  to  the  relief  of 
the  dealers  who  have  been  rushed  with  business, 
though  even  with  the  mild  weather  about  every 
available  ton  of  coal  has  been  sent  forward  to 
waiting  customers. 

Requirements  for  nearly  all  sizes  have  been 
heavy,  egg  coal  alone  being  easy.  Chestnut  and 
other  small  sizes  have  been  short  of  the  demand, 
and  local  dealers  predict  that  with  the  first  turn' 
to  severe  cold  and  snow,  with  the  accompanying 
delay  to  transportation,  the  situation  is  likely  to 
become  really  serious. 

The  first  of  the  year  will  see  a  small  quantity 
of  anthracite  in  storage  in  Buffalo.  There  have 


been  constant  demands  made  upon  the  pockets 
of  the  storage  yards  to  meet  the  most  pressing 
orders  from  outside  customers,  and  to  supply  the 
local  retail  trade,  which  has  been  heavy,  and  the 
result  IS  a  serious  reduction  of  stocks,  which  were 
never  very  large.  While  the  leading  companies 
like  the  Lehigh  Valley  and  the  Delaware.  Lacka¬ 
wanna  &  Western,  have  been  increasing  their 
storage  capacity,  the  inability  to  get  an  e.xtra 
quantity  of  coal  forward  from  the  mines  has 
prevented  any  use  of  the  improved  facilities,  so 
the  distributing  agents  are  not  yet  benefited.  Re¬ 
sults,  however,  will  come  later,  and  the  future 
will  be  well  cared  for. 

Owing  to  the  continued  car  shortage  there  is 
an  uncertainty  regarding  the  possibilities  for 
January  business.  In  this  section  it  is  not  to  be 
expected  there  will  be  an  escape  from  the  heavv 
storms  customary,  and  this  feature  of  transpor¬ 
tation  IS  one  to  be  reckoned  with  seriously. 

1  here  have  been  no  visitors  in  the  city  this 
week,  everybody  apparently,  remaining  home  for 
the  holidays  Some  of  the  agents  and  traveling 
salesmen  of  the  companies  have  called  at  the 
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offices  of  their  respective  chiefs  to  confer  on  plans 
for  the  coming  year.  All  give  the  same  report 
of  eager  demand  in  nearly  every  section  and  the 
prospect  of  an  enormous  business  in  1906.  They 
say  the  supply  of  coal  in  outside  towns  is  short 
and  that  bad  weather  would  be  sure  to  precipi¬ 
tate  a  demand  which  could  not  be  readily  met. 

Local  Retail  Trade  Active. 

Local  retail  trade  has  been  active  regardless 
of  the  mild  weather,  even  the  holidays  putting 
little  check  upon  the  amount  of  business  trans¬ 
acted.  There  is  an  increased  demand  for  pea 
coal  this  season,  partially  resultant  no  doubt 
from  the  scarcity  of  chestnut.  Except  in  this 
last  size,  local  dealers  have  experienced  no 
trouble  in  supplying  customers,  the  large  com¬ 
panies  making  it  a  point  to  look  after  the  home 
trade  in  good  shape,  no  matter  if  the  more  dis¬ 
tant  points  must  be  discriminated  against  some- 

what.  _  ,  ■  o 

D.  L.  Tuttle,  sales  agent  of  the  Philadelphia  & 
Reading  Coal  &  Iron  Co.,  celebrated  his  fiftieth 
birthday  anniversary  one  day  last  week.  A 
number  of  close  friends  of  the  family  alone  be¬ 
ing  guests.  There  were  literary  exercises,  a 
feast  of  good  things  and  the  extension  of  hearty 
wishes  for  many  happy  returns  of  the  occasion. 

All  arrangements  for  the  taking  over  of  the 
property  of  Coxe  Bros.’  &  Co.,  Inc.,  by  the 
Lehigh  Valley  have  been  completed,  though  the 
business  will  not  pass  into  absolute  control  of  the 
local  Lehigh  offices  until  January  first.  The 
offices  of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.,  in  the  Prudential 
building  have  been  closed,  however,  and  the 
office  force  is  now  quartered  with  Col.  J.  H. 
Horton,  northern  sales  agent  of  the  Lehigh  Val¬ 
ley,  in  the  Fidelity  Trust  building.  It  is  under¬ 
stood  that  Sam.  M.  Stanley,  who  has  been  in 
charge  of  Coxe  Bros.  &  Co.  interests  here  for 
the  past  four  years,  will  be  given  a  place  with 
the  Lehigh  people,  as  also  will  G.  A.  Harper, 
the  outside  man.  Captain  Conard,  who  has  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  Coxe  Bros.’  busi¬ 
ness  for  a  long  period,  lately  having  been  ship¬ 
ping  agent,  has  not,  so  far  been  provided  for. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  bituminous  market, 
except  that  the  holiday  vacation  serves  to  re¬ 
duce  the  supply  of  coal  available  at  the  mines. 
Prices  remain  practically  unchanged  and  firm. 


The  ^[eLU  England  Trade, 

Boston,  Mass.,  Dec.  29. —  (Special  Correspond¬ 
ence.) — The  anthracite  trade  locally  and  in  New 
England  territory  shows  wholesome  conditions, 
with  a  sufficient  demand  to  insure  a  steady  inove- 
ment  of  all  the  tonnage  available.  There  is  no 
rush  nor  is  the  urgency  for  tidewater  shipments 
as  keen  as  it  was,  but  demand  is  absorbing  the 
tonnage  reaching  discharging  ports,  without  in¬ 
terruption.  The  all-rail  demand  continues  to  be 
the  most  important  feature  in  the  extent  of  its 
requirements,  and  buyers  are  urgently  asking 
for  increased  shipments,  although  more  attention 
is  now  being  given  this  trade,  due  to  the  better 
car  supply  and  lessened  activity  to  other  consum¬ 
ing  points.  Judging  from  recent  reports  there 
are  still  heavy  requirements  unsupplied  at  the 
more  northern  and  farther  eastern  localities. 
Shipments  to  that  territory  have  been  compara¬ 
tively  light  so  far  and  it  will  require  all  the  pres¬ 
ent  facilities  of  transportation  to  get  forward 
enough  tonnage  to  replenish  the  pockets  and 
yards,  before  bad  weather  arrives.  Shipments 
to  a  great  deal  of  this  trade  are  delayed  by  the 
inability  of  the  local  railroads  to  receive  and 
handle,  with  dispatch,  the  loaded  cars  delivered 
to  them  at  connecting  points. 

The  movement  of  coal  via  water  routes  to  the 
sound  ports  is  quite  heavy  and  a  considerable 
tonnage  is  being  reshipped  to  inland  points.  The 
only  restriction  on  the  volume  of  tonnage  being 
handled  at  these  ports  is  caused  by  lack  of  ade¬ 
quate  discharging  facilities  and  the  shortage  of 
cars  on  the  New  Haven  road. 

The  retail  trade  at  all  large  consuming  centers 
is  fairly  active,  dealers  reporting  an  average  run 
of  orders,  with  prices  firm. 

More  “free”  bituminous  coal  is  reported  in  this 
harbor  during  the  week,  and  it  has  been  offered 
for  the  lower  grades,  at  slightly  reduced  prices, 
causing  some  weakness.  As  a  consequence  there 
is  less  inclination  on  the  part  of  buyers  to  take 
in  additional  .cargoes.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
trade  that  heavy  stocks  are  in  consumer’s  hands. 


due  to  the  large  shipments  recently.  This  is  mak¬ 
ing  the  demand  generally  easier  and  immediate 
requirements  accordingly  are  reduced.  The  de¬ 
mand  for  shipments  of  standard  grades  under 
contract  is  of  considerable  volume,  consignees  de¬ 
siring  to  keep  well  up  on  the  monthly  allotments 
to  which  they  are  entitled  fearing  that  through 
any  interference  to  transportation  on  land  or 
water  later  on,  it  may  be  difficult  to  secure  a 
sufficient  supply  to  meet  their  needs.  Shipments 
from  the  lower  ports  have  been  increased  some¬ 
what  by  a  better  tonnage  at  the  shipping  ports, 
giving  more  prompt  loading  to  vessels  under 
charter.  Heretofore  they  have  been  greatly  de¬ 
layed,  resulting  in  demurrage  charges.  Prices  on 
standard  and  special  grades  are  firm,  and  pre¬ 
miums  in  some  instances  are  paid,  where  an  ad¬ 
ditional  cargo  is  obtainable.  The  lower  grades 
are  in  better  supply  and  cargoes  shipped  without 
orders  are  sold  frequently  below  the  circular 
figures. 

The  vessels  of  the  larger  class  are  in  good  sup¬ 
ply  and  rates  are  unchanged.  Quotations  to 
around  the  cape  are  80@85  cents  from  all  lower 
ports  and  70@75  cents  to  the  sound. 


The  Philadelphia  Coal  Trade. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Dec.  29. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — Anthracite  conditions  are  of  a  sat¬ 
isfactory  character,  but  show  little  change  from 
those  which  have  prevailed  for  several  weeks  past. 
Demand  for  the  domestic  sizes  continues  on  com¬ 
paratively  a  large  scale,  and  while  demand  for 
shipments  upon  a  large  part  of  these  orders  is 
less  urgent  than  it  was,  there  is  enough  business 
in  the  hands  of  shippers  to  permit  of  the  distri¬ 
bution  of  the  entire  tonnage  arriving  from  the 
collieries.  Shipments  of  coal  to  various  consum¬ 
ing  localities  are  more  regular  in  reaching  des¬ 
tination,  due,  no  doubt,  to  the  open  weather  and 
the  return  of  a  fair  percentage  of  the  cars  used 
in  other  traffic  earlier  in  the  season.  Some  delay 
in  getting  coal  forward  to  foreign  all-rail  points 
still  occurs,  although  more  cars  are  available  for 
this  class  of  business  and  a  larger  number  are 
permitted  to  go  to  other  roads.  These  conditions 
accompanied  by  good  weather  will  enable  shippers 
to  clean  up  the  accumulated  orders  which  they 
hold,  and  enable  them  to  gain  a  better  position 
to  furnish  all  future  requirements  more  prompt¬ 
ly,  although  storms  and  severe  cold  weather  prob¬ 
ably  would  retard  shipments  considerably.  More 
coal  is  reaching  tidewater  shipping  ports,  owing 
to  adequate  transportation  on  main  line  roads, 
permitting  of  increased  shipments  for  which  there 
is  a  steady  demand.  Trade  at  retail  centers  trib¬ 
utary  to  this  market  is  slightly  less  active  on  ac¬ 
count  of  unseasonable  weather  making  orders 
less  plentiful.  The  steam  grades  are  quite  active 
and  show  no  decrease  in  the  demand.  This  is 
helping  out  materially  in  giving  the  market  a  firm 
tone. 

Bituminous  Demand  Continues  Active. 

There  are  still  more  orders  for  bituminous  coal 
than  producers  can  supply.  This  is  more  partic¬ 
ularly  true  of  all-rail  business,  which  continues 
heavy.  Orders  under  contracts  are  being  shipped 
with  considerable  effect,  having  a  tendency  to 
make  this  business  some  easier.  Consumers  are 
not  demanding  coal  to  the  same  urgent  extent 
they  did  during  the  past  two  or  three  months. 
This  is  accounted  for  by  the  excellent  transpor¬ 
tation  recently  due  to  the  fact  that  the  aggregate 
tonnage  reaching  destination  points  has  been  very 
large. 

Heavy  shipments  to  tidewater  points  are  also 
affecting  the  trade,  making  the  demand  less  keen, 
while  prices  are  slightly  lower,  with  an  occasional 
unsold  cargo  on  the  market,  for  which  there  is 
no  purchaser,  necessitating  its  being  sent  coast¬ 
wise  before  it  can  be  sold.  Line  prices  rule 
strong,  operators  not  being  inclined  to  increase 
this  class  of  tonnage,  with  $1.50  at  the  mines  for 
common  grades,  the  figure  at  which  they  will  ac¬ 
cept  new  business.  Special  grades  are  twenty- 
five  cents  per  ton  above  this  price  and  even  higher 
prices  have  been  obtained  in  some  instances. 

On  the  application  of  F.  E.  Plummer  and 
others,  D.  E.  Ritchie  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  has 
been  appointed  receiver  of  the  Avonelle  Coal 
Co.  of  Zelski,  Ohio. 


News  Notes  From  Memphis. 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  Dec.  28. —  (Special  Corre¬ 
spondence.) — On  the  three  tides  before  Christmas 
a  great  many  barges  of  coal  passed  here  for 
New  Orleans  and  points  south,  on  the  Mississippi 
river.  These  barges  are  coming  from  the  coal 
fields  of  Kentucky  and  farther  northward.  One 
day  recently  twenty-seven  barges  passed  this  city. 
The  leading  coal  firms  report  a  good  trade  this 
month.  It  is  generally  a  good  month  in  the 
retail  trade  and  this  year  is  no  exception,  although 
the  weather  has  been  mild.  Prices  have  not  ad¬ 
vanced  since  the  small  increase  of  twenty-five 
cents  a  ton  which  became  effective  last  month. 
The  wholesale  demand  is  good. 

R.  C.  Middleton,  representing  the  Aldrich  Min¬ 
ing  Co.,  of  Birmingham,  Ala.,  was  a  visitor  in 
Memphis  coal  circles  a  few  days  ago. 

Officials  of  the  -Brown  Coal  Co.,  on  west  Court 
street,  when  asked  as  to  the  situation,  said: 
“There  have  been  no  important  price  changes  this 
month,  and  only  a  small  twenty-five-cent  advance 
last  month  on  high  grade  coal  in  the  retail  branch. 
The  wholesale  demand  is  good,  but  the  scarcity 
of  cars  is  being  felt  very  acutely.  Memphis  is  not 
bothered  so  much,  but  the  operation  of  the  mines 
to  the  south  has  been  seriously  interrupted.  It  is 
our  information  that  there  will  be  more  or  less 
trouble  in  getting  cars  for  sixty  days  at  least.” 

W.  J.  McManigal,  car  supply  manager  of  the 
Memphis  business  of  the  West  Kentucky  Coal 
Co.,  has  returned  from  a  business  trip  to  New 
York  city.  This  company  has  an  office  there  at 
28  Cortlandt  street.  It  does  a  mine,  wholesale 
and  retail  and  river  business.  Mr.  McManigal 
said  today  that  the  mines  were  busy  at  Sturgis, 
Ky.,  with  much  difficulty  experienced  in  getting 
cars.  He  stated  that  the  retail  and  wholesale 
business  was  good  at  the  southern  branches  of 
the  company,  viz. :  Paducah,  Memphis  and  New 
Orleans. 

The  St.  Bernard  Mining  Co.,  at  Nashville, 
miners  and  shippers  of  coal  and  coke,  reports  an 
improved  volume  of  trade.  This  company  is  now 
operating  eight  mines  on  the  Louisville  &  Nash¬ 
ville  railroad  and  two  on  the  Illinois  Central  rail¬ 
road.  James  B.  Love  is  managing  the  Nashville 
office,  located  in  the  Arcade,  and  the  Kentucky 
mining  interests  are  principally  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  George  C.  Atkinson,  secretary  and  treas¬ 
urer,  and  John  B.  Atkinson,  at  Earlington,  Ky. 
These  mines  have  a  daily  capacity  as  operated  at 
present  of  125  cars. 

James  R.  Woolridge,  a  prominent  coal  operator 
of  Woolridge,  Tenn.,  states  that  he  regards  the 
shortage  of  coal  cars  as  the  most  serious  proposi¬ 
tion  the  operators  in  east  Tennessee  must  face. 
Due  to  this  reason  the  mines  have  had  to  curtail 
their  output  somewhat.  Mr.  Woolridge  does  not 
apprehend  any  considerable  advance  in  prices  at 
the  mines  due  to  this  cause. 


Wagon  Prices  at  Chicago. 


ANTHRACITE. 

Grate  .  $6.50 

Stove  .  6.75 

Chestnut  .  6.75 

Egg  .  6.75 

BITUMINOUS. 

Smokeless  lump  .  $5.25 

Smokeless  run-of-mine .  3.75 

Hocking  lump .  4.50 

Hocking  nut  .  4.00 

Illinois  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.50 

Indiana  lump,  egg  and  nut .  3.50 

Wilmington  chunks  .  3.75 

No.  1  washed  nut  .  4.00 

Brazil  block .  4.00 

Jackson  Hill  Ohio .  5.00 

Cannel  lump  . 6.25 

Smithing  .  4.75 

West  Virginia  splint .  4.50 


The  Pennsylvania  railroad’s  statement  of  the 
coal  and  coke  originating  on  its  lines  east  of 
Pittsburg  and  Erie  for  the  week  ended  Decem¬ 
ber  sixteenth,  with  comparisons,  follows: 

1905.  1905.  1904. 

Weekending  Year  to  Year  to 

Dec.  16.  Dec.  16.  Dec.  17. 

Anthracite,  short  tons.  .  .  112,670  4,419,103  4,333,863 

Hituminous,  short  tons..  720,066  29.112,328  26,076,762 

Coke,  short  tons .  260,385  10,850,167  8,339,211 
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Eastern  General  and  Personal  Notes 


The  Penlield  Coal  Co.  of  South  Bethlehem,* 
Fa.,  has  issued  a  new  calendar  for  190C,  descrip¬ 
tive  of  its  bituminous  mines  at  Penfield,  Pa. 

D.  T.  Price,  vice-president  of  the  W.  K.  Niver 
Coal  Co.,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  left  on  Thursday  of 
last  week  for  Baltimore  to  visit  his  mother,  who 
was  taken  ill.  He  is  likely  to  remain  there  over 
the  Christmas  holidays. 

C.  P.  Morrell,  general  manager  of  sales  of  the 
Penn  Gas  Coal  Co.,  at  Philadelphia,  was  in  New 
York  Saturday  of  last  week  renewing  his  asso¬ 
ciations  in  the  trade  at  No.  1  Broadway.  He 
remained  over  Christmas  with  his  friends  and 
was  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Morrell. 

C.  P.  Andersen,  of  Boston,  president  of  the 
Andersen  Coal  Mining  Co.,  was  in  New  York 
the  greater  part  of  last  week  in  conference  with 
Mr.  Ellicott,  resident  manager,  in  relation  to  im¬ 
portant  matters  of  interest  to  the  company.  He 
returned  to  Boston  on  Saturday  night. 

Charles  E.  Denison,  the  surviving  member  of 
the  firm  of  C.  G.  Denison  &  Son,  of  Buffalo,  N. 
Y.,  expects  to  be  established  in  the  coal  business 
at  143  Liberty  street.  New  York  city,  shortly  after 
the  first  of  the  year.  The  firm  was  well  known 
in  the  Buffalo  trade,  having  been  identified  with 
the  coal  business  of  that  city  for  about  ten  years, 
and  prior  to  that  was  for  many  years  located 
at  Corning,  N.  Y.,  where  it  continued  to  main¬ 
tain  an  office  up  to  a  few  years  ago. 

The  Eronheiser  coal  tract,  located  at  South 
Fork,  Pa.,  consisting  of  about  3,000  acres,  which 
has  been  under  option  for  the  past  two  months 
for  the  purpose  of  inspection,  has  been  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Maryland  Coal  Co.  of  New  York. 
This  tract  was  practically  the  only  coal  carrying 
the  famous  Miller  vein  left  in  that  region,  where 
the  vein  is  of  higher  quality  and  greater  thick¬ 
ness  than  occurs  elsewhere.  The  price  paid  is 
said  to  have  been  slightly  over  a  half  million 
dollars  in  cash.  The  deal  is  a  very  important 
one. 

Edward  R.  Rice  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  has  issued 
to  his  customers  an  A  B  C  book  in  verse  on 
the  merits  of  his  coal,  which  will  not  only  in¬ 
terest  the  children  but  also  the  older  people.  The 
book  consists  of  twelve  pages,  has  a  beautiful 
front  cover  in  colors  illustrating  the  cleanliness 
of  Rice’s  anthracite  coal  by  means  of  the  figure 
of  a  little  girl  whose  attire  is  spotlessly  clean, 
sitting  on  a  pile  of  coal  that  has  been  tipped 
over  on  the  floor.  The  rhymes  following  the  let¬ 
ters  of  the  alphabet  in  regular  order  describe  the 
quality  of  the  coal. 

The  anthracite  conciliation  board  met  in  the 
general  offices  of  the  Reading  railway  in  the 
Terminal  building  at  Philadelphia  on  Friday  of 
last  week.  During  the  session  President  Baer 
of  the  Reading  dropped  in  and  invited  the  six 
members  to  luncheon  in  the  room  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  company.  While  at  luncheon 
President  Baer  proposed  the  toast,  “Blessed  are 
the  Peacemakers.”  No  response  was  given,  but 
the  three  members  representing  the  three  mining 
districts  on  the  board  displayed  by  their  looks 
the  significance  of  Mr.  Baer’s  words.  Neither 
Mr.  Baer  nor  the  men  representing  the  operators 
on  the  board  would  discuss  the  latter  question. 

Hillebrand  &  Moore,  of  New  York,  have  re¬ 
cently  closed  a  deal  to  become  effective  January 
first,  1906,  whereby  they  will  have  the  exclusive 
agency  for  the  bituminous  coal  mines  located  at 
Humbert,  Somerset  county.  Pa.  The  firm  have 
been  large  sellers  of  this  coal  for  the  past  year 
and  over,  establishing  a  market  for  it  which  has 
been  very  profitable  to  them.  The  capacity  of 
the  mines  at  present  is  only  about  500  tons  daily, 
but  the  Quemahoning  vein,  which  is  located  on 
the  property,  will  be  sufficiently  developed  to  sup¬ 
ply  a  large  production  as  soon  as  a  contemplated 
tipple  is  built.  Frank  Moore,  a  member  of  the 
firm  will  have  entire  charge  of  the  property  after 
the  first  of  the  year.  He  expects  to  push  the 
work  of  developing  it  on  assuming  his  new  du¬ 
ties.  The  proposition  came  to  the  firm  unsolic¬ 
ited,  owing  to  their  ability  shown  in  the  past 
through  the  large  sales  they  have  made  of  this 


coal.  1  he  property  is  owned  by  capitalists  lo¬ 
cated  in  New  York,  who  have  been  in  control  of 
it  for  several  years. 

Geo.  M.  Morrell,  who  has  been  operating  the 
Port  Johnston  lowing  Co.  for  the  past  two  years, 
following  the  purchase  of  a  part  interest  from 
other  stockholders,  has  now  disposed  of  his  hold¬ 
ings  in  that  company.  The  purchase  was  made 
by  D.  G.  Moore,  formerly  of  S.  L.  Moore  &  Sons 
Co.,  shipbuilders  at  Elizabethport,  who  recently 
sold  out  to  the  United  States  Shipbuilding  Co. 
Mr.  Moore  held  a  part  interest  in  the  towing 
company,  and  with  his  recent  purchase  gains 
control.  He  will  be  in  charge  of  its  manage¬ 
ment.  Mr.  Morrell  will  continue  in  the  trans¬ 
portation  business  with  the  facilities  he  had  per¬ 
sonally  prior  to  his  connection  with  the  Port 
Johnston  line.  Robert  Morrell,  a  brother,  who 
has  been  identified  in  the  coal  trade  for  the  past 
twenty-five  years  with  Van  Wickle  &  Co.,  will 
be  employed  by  the  Port  Johnston  Towing  Co. 
from  January  first,  1906.  Mr.  Morrell  has  had 
an  interest  in  the  company  and  has  been  its  sec¬ 
retary  and  treasurer  during  the  past  two  years, 
which  offices  he  will  continue  to  hold. 

Consul  West  of  Sydney  writes  under  date  of 
December  eighteenth  that  the  season  for  the 
shipment  of  coal  by  steamers  from  the  ports  of 
Sydney  and  North  Sydney,  Nova  Scotia,  to 
ports  on  the  St.  Lawrence  river,  has  closed  for 
1905.  The  season  was  shorter  than  for  several 
years  owing  to  the  large  quantities  of  drift  ice 
that  blocked  the  entrance  to  the  harbors  until 
after  June  first.  After  shipments  began  they 
were  carried  forward  with  great  activity,  steam¬ 
ers  of  larger  carrying  capacity  being  employed 
than  heretofore.  The  amount  of  coal  shipped 
was  larger  than  any  previous  year.  The  Domin¬ 
ion  Coal  Co.,  limited,  has  shipped  1,121,008  tons 
this  season,  an  increase  of  48,000  tons  over  the 
shipments  of  1904.  The  Nova  Scotia  Steel  &  Coal 
Co.,  also  the  Inverness  &  Port  Hood  Coal  Co. 
have  shipped  in  excess  of  previous  years.  The 
total  shipments  of  coal  from  mines  in  Cape  Bre¬ 
ton  island  to  upper  Canadian  ports  will  closely  ap- 
proxirnate  1,350,000  tons,  a  large  increase  over 
the  shipments  from  this  source  in  previous  years. 

Robert  R.  Blood,  who  was  associated  in  the 
management  of  sales  of  the  New  River  Coal  Sales 
Co.  at  New  York,  with  L.  S.  Willard,  succeeding 
the  late  Edward  C.  Willard  earlier  in  the  year 
upon  the  latter’s  demise,  has  been  appointed 
terminal  manager  of  the  company  with  offices  in 
the  Schmez  building  at  Newport  News.  The 
New  River  Coal  Sales  Co.  will  vacate  its  New 
York  offices  on  January  first  and  will  handle  the 
company’s  tonnage  at  the  general  office,  Sewell, 
W.  ya.,  in  the  future.  L.  S.  Willard,  who  was 
identified  with  his  father’s  business,  known  as 
E.  A.  Willard  &  Co.,  and  later  as  manager  of 
sales  of  the  New  River  Coal  Sales  Co.  at  New 
York,  retires  from  this  position  the  first  of  the 
year,  but  will  continue  in  the  trade  and  has 
already  secured  several  standard  coals  on  which 
he  anticipates  he  can  develop  a  considerable  busi¬ 
ness.  He  has  recently  organized  the  firm  of 
Willard  Bros.,  the  members  being  L.  S.  Willard 
and  E.  S.  Willard,  the  latter  a  large  real  estate 
broker,  who  will  not  be  active  in  the  business. 
They  have  taken  one  of  the  offices  located  at  21 
State  street,  formerly  occupied  by  E.  A.  Willard 
&  Co.,  and  the  New  River  Coal  Sales  Co. 

The  Consolidation,  Fairmont  and  Somerset  coal 
companies,  at  New  York,  have  announced  through 
General  Manager  of  Sales  W.  G.  Sharp,  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  X  E-  Parsons,  for  several  years  with 
the  companies  as  New  York  manager,  to  succeed 
E.  L.  Carpenter,  who  retired  from  this  position 
the  first  of  the  week  to  enter  upon  his  new  duties 
in  the  southwest.  Mr.  Parsons,  who  entered  the 
employ  of  these  companies  in  March,  1901,  as 
clerk,  was  later  advanced  to  the  position  of  chief 
clerk  to  E.  S.  Green,  then  New  York  manager, 
and  has  served  in  this  capacity  during  Mr.  Car¬ 
penter’s  incumbency  up  to  this  time,  making  him 
next  in  line  for  the  promotion  to  the  vacancy. 
Being  born  at  Lock  Haven,  Pa.,  where  he  spent 
his  younger  years  in  obtaining  an  education,  he 
later  came  to  New  York  and  attended  a  business 


college  here  to  fit  himself  for  a  business  career. 
He  entered  the  coal  trade  after  leaving  school 
m  1900,  serving  as  clerk  with  the  Pennsylvania 
Coal  &  Coke  Co.  and  Williams  &  Peters.  His 
advance  to  the  high  position  which  he  now  holds 
has  been  accomplished  in  a  few  years.  His  varied 
experience,  close  application  to  business  and  the 
which  he  has  shown,  fully  entitle  him  tc 
the  office  to  which  he  has  been  promoted. 

With  the  purchase  of  the  property  at  the  foot 
of  east  .Sixty-third  and  Sixty- fourth  streets.  New 
York  city,  by  the  Consolidated  Gas  Co.,  another 
of  the  oldest  East  river  coal  yards  passes  into 
history.  The  storage  buildings  and  office  which 
will  be  removed  by  the  purchaser,  after  January 
first,  for  the  erection  of  a  building  to  handle  its 
gas  products,  was  located  at  the  foot  of  east 
Sixty-third  street  a.nd  belonged  to  Ehrenreich 
Bros,  for  a  great  many  years,  who  were  prom- 
inently  known  in  the  trade.  O.  M.  Ehrenreich, 
the  senior  member  of  the  firm,  had  not  taken  an 
active  interest  in  the  business  for  some  years 
past,  other  than  giving  it  his  supervision.  Being 
a  man  of  large  means,  he  devoted  most  of  his 
time  to  investments  in  real  estate.  After  the 
death  of  his  brother  a  few  years  ago,  his  younger 
son  t9ok  charge  of  the  business,  but  lacking  facil¬ 
ities  It  became  necessary  to  erect  a  more  modern 
plant  to  compete  for  the  trade  in  that  locality, 
and  before  he  had  definitely  decided  to  do  this 
the  opportunity  to  dispose  of  the  property  oc¬ 
curred.  The  sale  will  carry  with  it  his  retire¬ 
ment  from  the  trade.  Apparently  successful  in 
business  from  his  early  career,  Mr.  Ehrenreich 
has  always  prospered.  After  accumulating  con¬ 
siderable  wealth  on  the  western  coast  he  came 
east  to  New  York  about  twenty-five  years  ago, 
and  has  resided  here  ever  since.  The  business 
of  Ehrenreich  Bros,  will  be  taken  over  by  the 
Curtis-Blaisdell  Co.,  and  the  close  proximity  of 
the  coal  pockets  of  the  latter  located  at  Fifty- 
sixth  street  and  Avenue  A  will  permit  of  this 
trade  being  handled  very  conveniently.  The  ad¬ 
ditional  business  will  be  of  importance  in  increas¬ 
ing  the  tonnage  of  the  latter  company.  Mr. 
Ehrenreich  Jr.  has  been  retained  in  the  service 
of  the  new  owners  to  handle  the  trade  of  the  old 
firm,  with  which  he  is  familiar. 

The  new  ferry  houses  of  the  Lackawanna  rail¬ 
road  and  the  Central  railroad  of  New  Jersey,  at 
the  foot  of  West  Twenty-third  street.  New  York, 
practically  the  finest  terminals  of  their  kind  in 
the  country,  were  almost  entirely  destroyed  by 
fire  on  Wednesday  of  last  week.  This  was  the 
third  disastrous  fire  to  overtake  the  Lackawanna 
in  the  last  two  years,  and  the  terminals  had  only 
been  open  since  September  twentieth,  while  the 
Central  of  New  Jersey  has  been  using  its  ferry 
house  from  June  twenty-sixth.  The  fire  com¬ 
menced  a  few  minutes  after  ten  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  at  an  hour  when  the  shoppers  of  New 
Jersey  were  making  their  Christmas  rush  to  the 
city,  making  traffic  very  heavy.  On  investigat¬ 
ing  the  cause  it  was  ascertained  that  it  started 
nep  the  lighting  and  heating  plant  that  was 
being  placed  in  the  basement  of  the  Lackawanna 
structure.  Several  workmen  were  covering  the 
pipes  with  a  chemical  mixture,  and  this  in  some 
way  caught  fire.  Before  it  could  be  extinguished, 
the  fire  had  spread  all  along  the  pipes  and  ignited 
the  wooden  ceiling  of  the  cellar,  the  whole  struc¬ 
ture,  including  the  ornamental  tower,  225  feet, 
being  consumed.  The  Central’s  ferry  house 
joined  the  Lackawanna  on  the  south  and  soon 
took  fire  and  suffered  a  similar  disaster;  to  the 
north  was  the  Erie  ferry  house  and  adjoining  it 
was  that  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad.  Neither 
of  the  latter  two  were  damaged.  These  slips 
were  later  used,  boats  of  the  Central  of  New 
Jersey  running  to  the  Erie  and  those  of  the 
Lackawanna  to  the  Pennsylvania.  The  loss  is 
estimated  at  from  a  quarter  to  half  a  million  dol¬ 
lars.  Vice-President  Loomis  and  General  Pass¬ 
enger  Agent  Lee  were  the  first  officials  of  the 
Lackawanna  road  to  arrive,  and  immediately  took 
steps  to  repair  the  damage  as  far  as  possible, 
placing  temporary  floors  to  permit  of  the  handling 
of  passengers  from  the  old  slips,  which  are  now 
in  working  order. 
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November  New  River  Output. 

Owing  to  a  slightly  improved  car  supply  for 
the  last  half  of  the  month  the  loading  of  coal 
in  the  New  River  district  for  November  shows 
an  increase  in  the  output  of  over  24,000  tons  in 
excess  of  October’s  shipments,  says  The  Fayette 
Journal.  The  loading  for  November  was  9,728 
cars  or  438,845  tons,  with  1,174  cars  of  coke. 
Tidewater  shipments  amounted  to  5,125  cars  and 
inland  eastern  shipments  3,980. 


Daily 

Allot¬ 

ment. 

Total 

Coal 

Loaded. 

.  6,200 

43,695 

.  650 

6,020 

.  1,000 

8,070 

.  500 

6,200 

.  350 

2,620 

2,090 

.  950 

7,925 

.  700 

6,905 

.  1,700 

14,275 

.  450 

5,350 

.  450 

3,700 

.  450 

3,830 

.  600 

4,840 

.  400 

1,350 

.  600 

5,360 

.  300 

1,925 

.  450 

3,300 

.  400 

3,060 

.  200 

1,740 

.  1,200 

10,360 

.  450 

3,640 

.  650 

5,770 

.  450 

2,880 

.  350 

1,650 

.  550 

4,630 

.  500 

3,960 

.  1,700 

14,730 

.  950 

8,765 

.  750 

7,580 

.  650 

4,775 

.  450 

3,450 

Dunii  Luup  No.  1  . 

.  900 

7,700 

jjunn  j— uup  ivu.  A"  . . . 

.  850 

6,890 

.  2,350 

19,570 

.  2,200 

19,720 

.  350 

2,980 

9,850 

.  950 

6,530 

.  1,100 

9,120 

.  400 

2,890 

.  200 

1,620 

.  150 

1,195 

.  500 

4,160 

.  100 

1,085 

.  200 

760 

.  750 

2,990 

.  350 

3,740 

.  400 

2,715 

.  600 

5,550 

.  350 

2,780 

.  500 

4,870 

.  500 

4,510 

.  150 

1,200 

.  250 

2,520 

.  350 

2,540 

.  300 

2,820 

.  350 

2,860 

.  250 

1,990 

.  150 

1,420 

.  250 

1,730 

.  1,200 

16,630 

.  200 

1,680 

.  2,600 

25,860 

.  1,000 

.  800 

8,390 

7,365 

.  1,000 

8,635 

.  350 

2,280 

.  350 

2,895 

.  600 

5,565 

.  600 

5,420 

.  500 

6,065 

.  250 

2,830 

.  200 

1,260 

Sidney  . . . 

. .  400 

3,440 

Total  month’s  loading . 

438,845 

Cars  of  coke  loaded:  Greenwood,  69;  Alaska, 
25;  Stone  Cliff,  21;  Macdonald,  112;  Turkey 
Knob,  32;  Sun,  93;  Collins,  93;  Harvey,  74;  Fire 
Creek,  60;  Victoria,  81;  Ansted,  185;  Rush  Run, 
100;  Brooklyn,  74;  Chapman,  46;  Kaymoor,  109. 

Total,  1,174.  .  .  r  -KT 

The  loading  in  the  Kanawha  district  for  No¬ 
vember  was  301,000  tons. 


Chicago  Exchange  Rate  Fixed. 

On  January  first,  Chicago  banks,  members  of 
the  Clearing  House  Association,  will  adopt  a 
new  schedule  of  exchange  rates,  which  it  is 
claimed  will  apply  to  all  country  checks  passed 
through  the  local  banks.  These  exchange  rates, 
it  is  thought,  will  impose  an  additional  burden 
on  large  business  interests,  particularly  on  the 
wholesale  dealers  in  coal,  as  many  of  the  ac¬ 
counts  due  the  latter  are  paid  by  checks  drawn 
on  banks  at  local  points.  There  is  considerable 
feeling  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  coal  shippers 
that  this  burden  can  not  be  wholly  justified,  but 
at  the  present  time  there  seems  to  be  no  way 


in  which  it  can  be  met.  No  uniform  action  has 
been  taken  to  ask  country  customers  to  pay  the 
exchange  rates,  although  this  would  be  the  log¬ 
ical  method  to  apply  under  the  circumstances. 
The  new  schedule  of  exchange  rates  is  given  be- 
low. 

On  the  following  states  a  charge  of  one-tenth 
of  one  per  cent  will  be  made:  Kentucky,  Dela¬ 
ware,  District  of  Columbia,  Illinois,  Maine,  Mary¬ 
land,  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  New  York,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Is¬ 
land  and  Vermont. 

On  the  following  states  a  m-mmum  charge  o) 
$1.50  per  thousand  dollars  will  be  made:  Indi¬ 
ana,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Michigan,  Missouri,  North 
Dakota,  South  Dakota,  Tennessee,  Virginia, 
West  Virginia  and  Wisconsin. 

On  the  following  states  a  minimum  charge  of 
one-quarter  of  one  per  cent  will  be  made:  Ala¬ 
bama,  Alaska,  Arizona,  Arkansas,  California, 
Colorado,  Florida,  Georgia,  Idaho,  Indian  Terri¬ 
tory,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Montana,  Nebraska, 
Nevada,  New  Mexico,  North  Carolina,  Okla¬ 
homa,  Oregon,  South  Carolina,  Texas,  Washing¬ 
ton,  Wyoming,  Canada  and  Newfoundland. 

The  following  are  exceptions  to  the  foregoing 
at  a  minimum  charge  of  one-tenth  of  one  per 
cent:  Detroit,  Indianapolis,  Minneapolis  and  St. 

Paul.  .  ,  r  • 

The  following  are  exceptions  to  the  foregoing 
at  the  minimum  charge  of  $1.50  per  thousand: 
Lincoln,  Montreal,  New  Orleans,  Omaha,  To¬ 
ronto,  Winnipeg. 

On  the  five  preceding  schedules  the  minimum 
charge  for  each  item  is  fifteen  cents  except  for 
items  of  $10  and  under,  when  the  minimum 
charge  is  ten  cents,  but  two  or  more  items  on  the 
same  city  or  town,  may  be  added  together  and 
charged  for  as  one  item.  On  the  following  cities 
exchange  charges  are  discretionary:  Albany, 
Baltimore,  Boston,  Brooklyn,  Jersey  City,  Mil¬ 
waukee,  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  St.  I^uis. 

It  is  thought  by  the  coal  interests  of  Chicago 
that  these  exchange  charges  are  somewhat  ex¬ 
cessive. 

New  Gasoline  Motor  Car. 

The  accompanying  illustration  shows  a  No.  16 
gasoline  motor  car  manufactured  by  Fairbanks, 
Morse  .&  Co.,  Chicago,  and'  is  one  of  several  dif- 


data  which  is  of  special  interest,  showing  as  it 
does  what  has  been  actually  accomplished  with 
the  gasoline  motor. 

The  total  distance  traveled  by  the  car  was  4347 
miles  and  the  total  amount  of  gasoline  used  was 
231  gallons,  or  an  average  of  19.7  miles  per  gal¬ 
lon  of  gasoline.  The  records  show  that  on  the 
run  from  Jackson  to  Allegan,  a  distance  of  175 
miles  for  the  round  trip,  only  JYz  gallons  of  gas¬ 
oline  were  used,  or  23.3  miles  per  gallon.  The 
total  cost  per  mile,  including  lubricating  oil,  bat¬ 
tery  cells  and  everything  excepting  wages  of 
man  in  charge  was  9-10  of  a  cent.  Most  any 
railroad  man  can  figure  out  that  this  is  quite 
a  saving  as  compared  with  a  steam  locomotive 
pulling  a  private  car. 

This  gasoline  car  has  its  advantages  also  be¬ 
cause  of  its  ability  to  attain  a  high  rate  of  speed 
and  maintain  it  on  a  long  run.  From  Marshall 
to  Allegan,  66.4  miles,  the  distance  was  made  m 
one  hour  and  forty  minutes,  or  at  the  rate  of 
forty  miles  per  hour,  and  they  report  they  never 
stopped  the  engine  once.  The  distance  from 
Teconsha  to  Harris,  twenty-nine  miles,  was  made 
in  forty-five  minutes,  and  the  best  run  of  the  en¬ 
tire  trip  was  made  from  South  Haven  to  Kala¬ 
mazoo,  a  distance  of  39.6  miles,  in  forty-five  min¬ 
utes,  or  at  the  rate  of  52.94  miles  per  hour. 

The  manufacturers  report  that  there  is  a  large 
demand  for  cars  of  this  class  now  that  they  have 
demonstrated  that  they  are  a  complete  success, 
and  the  factory  with  the  present  facilities  is  not 
able  to  keep  up  with  the  orders  which  are  re¬ 
ceived  from  all  sections  of  the  country. 

V 

The  shortage  in  the  supply  of  coal  at  the  head 
of  the  lakes  docks  this  year  is  estimated  as  being 
from  650,000  to  750,000  tons  greater  than  last 
season.  What  makes  the  situation  more  critical 
from  the  standpoint  of  the  consumer  is  the  fact 
that  the  demand  is  much  greater  than  it  was  last 
year,  and  the  transportation  facilities  are  still 
inadequate.  Of  the  total  shortage,  600,000  to  700,- 
000  tons  is  bituminous,  while  the  shortage  in 
anthracite  is  only  50,000  tons. 

The  Hanna  dock,  which  has  made  a  remarkable 
showing  this  year,  is  still  receiving  coal,  and  the 
four  steamers.  Woodruff,  Senator,  Colonel  and 
Lyman  Smith  are  awaiting  their  turns  to  dis¬ 
charge  cargoes  of  from  5,829  to  6,249  tons.  The 


GASOLINE  MOTOR  CAR. 


ferent  styles  of  cars  of  this  class  this  company 
is  at  present  building. 

Early  in  the  summer  of  this  year  George  H. 
Webb,  chief  engineer  of  the  Michigan  Central 
railroad,  made  an  inspection  trip  over  the  sys¬ 
tem  with  one  of  these  cars,  and  below  is  some 


remaining  docks  along  the  water  front  have  all 
discontinued  unloading  for  the  season,  and  are 
endeavoring  to  rush  out  orders  as  fast  as  c^s 
can  be  obtained,  the  supply  of  which  is  beginning 
to  show  signs  of  improvement,  but  not  to  any 
appreciable  extent. 
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Talks  in  the  Field  of  the  Retail  Dealer. 

IVritten  for  The  Black  Diamond. 


It  was  my  pleasure  to  visit  three  large  retail 
yards  recently  which  directed  iny  attention  to 
an  important  point  in  yard  management. 

I  say  that  it  was  my  pleasure,  because  each 
of  these  three  yards  was  as  spick  and  span  as  a 
Dutch  housewife’s  kitchen. 

When  you  entered  the  yard  you  did  not  see 
in  one  corner  a  pile  of  screenings  which  had  been 
dumped  down  there  because  the  driver  of  the 
coal  wagon  was  too  lazy  to  put  them  in  the  bin. 

There  were  no  timbers  or  pieces  of  boards, 
odds  or  ends  or  anything  else  lying  loose  about 
the  yard. 

All  the  roadways  were  planked  and  every 
plank  was  kept  as  clean  as  possible. 

Throughout  each  of  the  three  yards  there  was 
the  greatest  neatness. 

Any  woman  could  have  gone  into  any  part  of 
any  of  these  yards  without  soiling  her  dress, 
without  tearing  her  coat,  and  feel  that  she  was 
amid  wholesome  surroundings. 

One  of  these  yards  was  located  in  an  aristo¬ 
cratic  part  of  the  city;  the  other  was  located 
where  salaried  people  live  mostly  and  the  third 
was  in  a  district  where  the  residents  compara¬ 
tively  are  poor,  consisting  mostly  of  workingmen. 

The  yard  located  in  the  poor  district  was  as 
clean  and  as  attractive  as  the  one  in  the  aristo¬ 
cratic  neighborhood. 

All  of  them  arc  operated  on  the  same  basis. 
No  preference  is  shown  in  any  way. 

After  I  had  taken  a  survey  of  these  yards  I 
asked  the  proprietor  if  he  found  it  to  his  advan¬ 
tage  to  keep  them  neat  and  clean. 

“I  not  only  find  it  to  be  an  advantage  from  a 
business  standpoint,  but  economical  as  well,”  he 
replied. 

When  pressed  for  an  explanation  he  went  into 
the  matter  at  greater  length,  saying: 

Economical  to  Be  Neat. 

“I  like  to  see  a  place  of  business  look  neat, 
whether  it  is  a  saloon  or  a  junk  shop,”  he  began 
by  way  of  introduction.  “This  is  one  of  my  hob¬ 
bies.  When  I  started  in  business  I  determined 
that  if  I  ever  owned  a  retail  coal  yard  I  would 
keep  it  clean  enough  so  that  any  woman  could 
visit  it  at  any  time  and  feel  that  she  was  not 
damaging  her  dress  or  even  soiling  her  gloves. 

I  liked  a  clean  yard  because  it  appealed  to  me  as 
pleasanter  for  me  to  visit  my  place  of  business, 
and  accordingly  more  pleasant  for  my  customers 
to  visit. 

“When  I  obtained  my  first  yard  I  took  over  a 
leasehold  where  a  coal  yard  had  previously  been 
operated. 

“The  yard  was  planked  throughout,  but  the 
planking  had  been  down  so  long  that  it  was  rot¬ 
ten.  Load  a  wagon  up  with  coal  in  that  yard 
and  it  was  an  even  chance  that  the  wheels  would 
go  through  the  planking  somewhere  before  the 
load  reached  the  scales,  making  it  necessary  to 
secure  another  team  to  pull  it  out  if  there  was 
one  handy,  or  if  not,  to  unload  part  of  the  coal 
before  it  could  get  started. 

“The  first  thing  I  did  was  to  let  a  contract 
for  replanking  every  roadway  in  the  yard.  My 
yard  boss  said  that  was  not  necessary;  that  only 
a  part  of  the  planking  needed  replacing,  but  I 
differed  with  him  and  I  was  right,  too.  While 
you  can  not  always  tell  a  rotten  plank  from  the 
surface,  generally  vou  can  after  you  take  it  up, 
and  most  of  the  planking  he  thought  was  good 
was  so  rotten  that  a  wheel  would  go  through  it 
at  the  first  heavy  load. 

“After  I  replanked  the  yard  I  told  the  yard 
boss  that  he  must  keep  everything  slick  and  clean 
in  the  future. 

“He  said  that  it  would  cost  too  much,  that  we 
could  not  make  the  yard  pay. 

“I  did  not  discuss  the  matter  with  him  and 
he  evidently  decided  that  1  was  giving  him  ‘con’ 
talk,  because  it  remained  just  as  badly  littered 
up  as  ever.  There  was  a  pile  of  coal  in  every 
corner  in  that  yard,  and  in  a  week’s  time  coal 
was  littered  over  the  new  planking  where  it 
dropped  off  the  wagons  and  had  been  crushed  as 
they  passed  over  it. 

“1  hen  I  decided  to  illustrate  my  remarks,  so 
one  day  I  went  over  bright  and  early  prepared 


to  do  business.  I  took  every  man  of  the  force 
that  could  be  spared  and  we  began  to  clean  up, 
the  boss  offering  a  faint  remonstrance.  We  dug 
out  screenings,  mine-run  and  lump  coal  by  the 
half  ton  from  places  where  they  had  fallen  and 
been  permitted  to  remain. 

Cleaned  Up  Fifty  Tons  of  Coal. 

“Altogether  we  obtained  from  that  litter  about 
fifty  tons  of  coal  that  had  accumulated  during  a 
period  of  two  or  three  years.  This  had  been 
almost  a  direct  loss  to  the  former  owners.  Some 
of  it  had  been  lump  coal,  which  had  slacked  in 
the  open  air,  while  other  piles  were  originally 
fine  coals  considered  too  cheap  to  save. 

“When  I  had  accumulated  this  pile  I  asked  the 
boss  over  to  look  at  it.  lie  wanted  to  know 
where  it  came  from  and  I  told  him.  His  eyes 
began  to  open  and  he  finally  admitted  that  he 
did  not  think  that  much  had  been  allowed  to  go 
to  waste  in  the  yard. 

“After  this  admission  I  discussed  the  matter 
with  him,  showing  him  where  he  was  going  to 
get  off  at  if  he  did  not  do  as  I  told  him  in  the 
future. 

“I  laid  down  the  iron-clad  rule  that  the  yard 
must  be  kept  as  clean  as  possible  and  that  not 
a  pound  of  coal  should  be  permitted  to  go  to  waste. 
Where  it  was  too  fine  to  be  returned  to  the  former 
bin,  he  was  to  put  it  in  the  duff  pile.  When 
enough  of  this  very  fine  coal  accumulates  we 
sell  it  to  a  local  factory  nearby,  the  proprietor 
burning  it  in  his  furnace.  He  is  evidently  glad 
fo  purchase  it  at  the  price  which  we  charge. 

I  am  confident,  although  I  have  never  kept  an 
actual  record,  that  the  coal  swept  up  around  a 
retail  yard  and  sold  later  to  some  steam  user 
will  more  than  pay  for  the  time  required  to  clean 
it  up. 

“This  work  in  my  yard  is  done  at  odd  mo¬ 
ments  when  the  men  are  not  very  busy.  Gener¬ 
ally,  if  they  were  not  doing  this  they  would  be 
rushing  the  can  in  some  saloon  across  the  street. 
While  I  do  not  want  to  be  a  hard  employer,  I 
am  hard-hearted  enough  to  believe  that  I  am 
entitled  to  the  services  of  my  yard  men  while 
they  are  on  the  payroll,  and  that  if  they  have 
any  can-rushing  they  think  they  must  do,  Sun¬ 
days  and  evenings  are  a  much  better  time  for 
them  to  do  it  than  any  other  part  of  the  day. 

“In  the  morning  and  early  part  of  the  after¬ 
noon,  the  men  generally  are  fairly  busy,  so  that 
the  cleaning  up  comes  between  4:30  and  5:30  in 
the  afternoon,  when  the  teams  have  gone  out 
on  their  last  trip  and  very  little  loading  must  be 
done. 

Work  Does  Not  Take  Long 

‘  It  does  not  take  very  long  to  clean  up  any 
one  of  my  yards.  In  the  first  place,  the  men  un¬ 
derstand  that  ii  is  part  of  the  job  to  keep  them 
clpn.  As  a  consequence,  they  are  not  as  in¬ 
clined  to  throw  coal  around  promiscuously  as 
they  would  be  if  they  had  no  thought  of  the  con¬ 
sequences. 

“There  is  a  small  saving  in  instilling  this  idea 
of  keeping  the  yard  clean  into  the  minds  of  every 
man  employed.  He  will  be  careful  not  to  throw 
a  shovelful  over  the  body  of  the  wagon,  and  if 
he  does  he  will  go  around  and  pick  up  the  coal 
before  he  resumes  loading. 

“Then,  too,  if  he  sees  a  stray  lump  along  the 
roadway  when  he  is  walking  to  or  from  a  bin, 
he  will  pick  it  up  and  throw  it  into  the  bin,  be¬ 
cause  he  knows  that  he  will  have  to  do  it  sooner 
or  later. 

“By  having  the  men  clean  up  before  they  go 
home  every  evening  the  yard  is  left  in  good  con¬ 
dition  and  the  next  morning  iS’  attractive.  I  find 
that  drivers  who  go  into  a  clean  yard  are  much 
more  careful  than  when  they  go  into  a  dirty  one. 
They  realize  that  they  can  waste  coal  in  the 
latter,  but  not  in  the  former. 

“As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  do  not  think  it  costs 
me  a  cent  extra  to  keep  my  yards  in  the  con¬ 
dition  in  which  you  see  them.  I  utilize  labor 
which  I  pay  for  that  otherwise  would  be  wasted. 

I  do  not  impose  any  hardship  on  my  men,  be¬ 
cause  I  believe  they  are  happier  and  more  con¬ 
tented  to  work  amid  clean  surroundings  than 


they  would  be  to  work  in  litter  and  dirt  At 
first  some  of  them  objected  to  doing  the  work 
”0'^  they  understand  it  is  expected  of  them 
and  they  never  object;  in  fact,  many  times  they 
begin  to  clean  up  in  the  evening  before  the  fore¬ 
man  orders  them  to,  after  they  have  finished  their 
regular  work.” 

Do  you  think  the  public  appreciates  cleanliness 
in  a  coal  yard?”  I  asked  the  dealer. 

Public  Appreciates  Clean  Yard. 

I  do  think  so.  I  apply  the  test  in  determining 
the  answer  to  that  question  I  would  apply  in  my 
own  pse.  If  1  go  into  a  retail  store  of  any 
kind  I  prefer  to  go  into  a  clean  one.  If  one  is 
dirty  and  the  other  is  clean,  although  the  latter 
may  charge  a  few  cents  more  for  the  same  class 
of  goods,  I  think  I  would  give  it  the  preference. 

iJut  in  operating  a  retail  yard  where  prices 
generally  are  the  same,  I  think  the  public  will 
patronize  the  yard  and  office  which  are  the  clean¬ 
est  every  time,  and  do  so  in  the  majority  of  the 
instances  without  really  thinking  why,  but  simply 
because  the  clean  office  and  yard  appeal  to  the 
senses  as  being  a  more  desirable  place  to  visit.” 

The  retailer  who  owns  these  three  yards  is 
one  of  the  most  successful  in  the  city  of  Chicago. 
Starting  as  a  poor  boy  without  a  cent  in  the 
world,  he  first  worked  for  other  people. 

Now,  while  he  is  not  over  forty-five  years  of 
age,  he  owns  several  large  operating  mines,  has 
three  money-making  retail  yards  and  does  a  large 
wholesale  car  lot  business. 

It  is  probably  true  that  his  success  can  not  be 
attributed  wholly  to  the  fact  that  he  believes  in 
cleanliness  in  connection  with  his  retail  yard. 

Ihis  is  only  one  detail  of  his  business,  but  it 
IS  an  important  one  because  it  indicates  that  he 
understands  every  feature  of  his  business  and 
that  all  the  other  important  points  receive  his 
consideration. 

A  whole  lot  of  the  trouble  in  connection  with 
the  retail  coal  trade  exists  in  the  fact  that  deal¬ 
ers  do  not  understand  what  constitutes  a  suc¬ 
cessful  merchant. 

Do  Not  Understand  Business  Principles. 

They  labor  under  the  impression  that  the  public 
must  buy  coal ;  that  it  must  buy  somewhere  and 
consequently  it  will  buy  of  the  man  in  business 
at  the  nearest  point. 

As  a  matter  of  fact  the  public  appreciates  good 
service  provided  by  the  man  who  sells  goods. 

Much  money  has  been  made  in  retailing  coal 
by  men  who  have  had  the  ability  to  understand 
what  constitutes  a  successful  retailer. 

The  man  whose  interview  is  printed  herewith 
has  made  a  great  deal  of  money  out  of  his  three 
retail  yards. 

Others  can  do  as  well  as  he  has  done.  Many 
others  probably  have  had  a  much  better  start  in 
life  than  he  did. 

The  proper  way  to  make  a  success  of  the  retail 
coal  business  is  to  master  every  detail  of  it. 

Study  human  nature  until  you  can  understand 
your  customers  so  that  you  may  be  able  to  handle 
them  diplomatically. 

Run  your  yard  and  your  office  so  that  it  will 
be  an  attractive  place  for  people  to  visit. 

See  that  you  receive  services  from  your  em¬ 
ployes  for  which  you  pay  without  making  such 
service  irksome  to  them.  ‘ 

See  that  you  make  a  profit  on  every  ton  of 
coal  you  sell;  otherwise  do  not  sell  it. 

The  observance  of  a  few  of  these  rules  will 
make  better  retailers  out  of  many  of  those  who 
are  now  complaing  because  they  do  not  make  as 
much  money  as  they  should. 

The  Yard  Manager. 

V 

Work  of  developing  coal  measures  at  Dunkel- 
bergers.  Pa.,  has  been  stopped  on  account  of  a 
change  in  the  ownership  of  the  company.  A 
Cleveland  firm  of  capitalists  have  purchased  it 
from  the  former  Scranton  owners,  and  it  is  stated 
that  after  the  first  of  the  3’ear  the  new  owners 
will  resume  development. 
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Western  Retail  Motes. 

Moran  &  Co.  are  new  dealers  at  Thief  River 
Falls,  Minn. 

The  Consumers’  Coal  &  Ice  Co.,  Columbus, 
Ohio,  has  increased  its  capital  stock  from  $2,500 
to  $10,000. 

Wm.  McGary,  Springfield,  III,  was  recently  ar¬ 
rested  on  the  charge  made  by  the  Colvin  Coal 
Co.,  of  that  city,  that  he  had  stolen  a  wagon  load 
of  coal  from  its  yards. 

Claude  Thompson,  of  Parker,  S.  D.,  has  pur¬ 
chased  the  retail  business  of  the  Monroe  Cram 
&  Coal  Co.,  Monroe,  S.  D.,  and  John  Schlecht 
will  manage  the  business  in  the  future. 

The  Herb  coal  and  fuel  business  on  Fifth  ^reet. 
Mason  City,  Iowa,  has  been  purchased  by  C.  M. 
Fisher  of  that  city.  Mr.  Fisher  will  take  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  store  and  yard  after  the  first  of  the 
year. 

B.  C.  Godfrey  &  Sons,  of  Elkhart,  Ind.,  has 
been  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $30,000, 
divided  into  shares  of  $100  each.  The  firm  is 
engaged  in  the  coal,  lumber  and  building  material 
trade. 

The  Phoenix  Dock  &  Fuel  Co.,  Port  Huron, 
Mich.,  has  been  reorganized  and  in  the  future 
will  be  known  as  the  H.  B.  Buckendge  Co.  _1  he 
stockholders  are  T.  B.  Boice,  H.  B.  Buckendge 
and  C.  H.  Browning. 

Special  detectives  have  been  employed  by  all 
railroads  entering  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  to  patrol  the 
yards  on  the  fookout  for  coal  thieves.  Some  of 
the  coal  thieves  even  go  to  the  extent  of  breaking 
open  car  doors  to  get  coal. 

The  price  of  anthracite  at  Joliet,  Ill.,  has  been 
advanced  to  $7.75  per  ton.  This  was  done  by 
local  dealers,  in  spite  of  the  repeated  promise 
that  there  would  be  no  further  advance  this  win¬ 
ter,  because  of  the  lack  of  the  fuel,  brought  about 
by  the  shortage  of  cars. 

Industrial  conditions  at  Lacrosse,  Wis.,  accord¬ 
ing  to  merchants  and  manufacturers  of  that  city, 
make  it  impossible  for  them  to  mee  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  city  ordinance  prohibiting  the  smoke 
nuisance.  A  meeting  has  been  called  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  protesting  against  the  ordinance. 

H  F.  Martin,  who  has  been  in  charge  of  the 
coal'  and  lumber  business  of  the  Hayes-Lucas 
Lumber  Co.,  Meriden,  Minn.,  for  the  past  several 
years,  has  been  successful  in  winning  the  $50  prize 
awarded  to  the  man  most  successful  in  making 
the  best  collections  from  November  first  to  twenty- 
fifth. 

For  some  weeks,  ever  since  the  advent  of  cold 
weather,  there  has  been  a  famine  in  all  classes 
of  fuel  at  Boise,  Idaho.  A  little  coal  is  received 
daily,  but  it  is  not  enough  to  supply  the  demand, 
and  dealers  are  distributing  a  small  portion  to 
each  customer  to  make  the  supply  meet  the  de¬ 
mand. 

Strenuous  objection  is  being  made  by  the  resi¬ 
dents  of  west  Jefferson  street,  Springfield,  Ill.,  to 
the  coal  chutes  being  erected  by  the  Cora  Coal 
Co.  The  company  has  a  twenty-year  lease  on  this 
ground  and  will  build  the  chutes  unless  an  in¬ 
junction  is  secured  that  will  prove  it  to  be  a 
nuisance. 


Eastern  Retail  Motes. 

A  blaze  in  the  coal  shed  of  Lyman  Bros.,  coal 
merchants  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  caused  a  slight  loss. 
The  origin  of  the  fire  is  not  known  and  it  was 
quickly  extinguished. 

J.  E.  Traut,  a  local  coal  dealer  of  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  has  leased  the  office  on  the  corner  of  South 
Park  avenue  and  Ridge  road  from  H.  J.  Coyle. 
He  will  take  possession  January  first. 

An  extension  of  time  has  been  granted  in  the 
case  of  Charles  Livingstone,  the  coal  dealer  who 
is  accused  of  attempted  bribery  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Livingston’s  bail  has  been  fixed  at  $5,000. 

The  coal  and  wood  office  of  Charles  W.  Sulli¬ 
van,  119  Pearl  street,  Cambridge,  Mass.,  was 
damaged  by  fire  recently,  causing  a  loss  of  $200. 
The  origin  of  the  fire  was  an  overheated  stove. 


The  Hastings  Supply  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Hastings,  N.  Y.,  to  deal  in  coal,  lumber,  brick, 
etc.  The  capital  of  the  company  is  $25,000  and 
the  incorporators  are  E.  S.  Perot,  C.  S.  Bevers 
and  others. 

A  fire  which  occurred  recently  on  the  premises 
of  S.  I.  Spalding,  a  retail  coal  and  wood  mer¬ 
chant  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  caused  a  damage 
estimated  at  $2,000  to  the  building  and  killed  five 
of  the  company’s  horses. 

The  Hudson  County  Goal  Dealers’  Association 
met  recently  at  Jersey  City,  when  ten  new  mem¬ 
bers  were  added.  About  forty  dealers  were  pres¬ 
ent.  The  advisability  of  advancing  tbe  price  of 
coal  twenty-five  cents  a  ton  was  discussed. 

Manning,  Freeman  &  Son  has  been  incorporated 
at  New  York,  N.  Y.,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$50,000,  to  deal  in  wholesale  and  retail  coal,  gram 
and  lumber.  The  incorporators  of  the  company 
are  C.  M.  Freeman,  J.  W.  Breen  and  S.  B.  Free¬ 
man. 

The  New  Castle  Coal  Co.  has  been  organized 
at  New  Castle,  Pa.,  by  a  number  of  local  men  for 
the  purpose  of  retailing  coal  and  wood.  The 
company  has  secured  a  lease  on  the  coal  yard 
formerly  occupied  by  J.  M.  Long  &  Son  at  164 
South  Mill  street. 

A  man  giving  his  name  as  J.  R.  Donovan  has 
been  going  the  rounds  of  the  business  district  of 
Albany,  N.  Y.,  soliciting  rnoney  for  a  free  coal 
fund.  Upon  investigation  it  was  found  that  he 
was  a  fraud  and  the  references  which  he  carried 
were  of  no  value. 

The  Mott  Haven  Contracting  Co.  has  been  in- 
corporated  at  Bronx,  N.  Y.,  with  a  capital  of 
$5,000  to  deal  in  coal,  sand,  lime,  cement,  etc.  The 
capital  stock  of  the  company  is  $5,000  and  the 
incorporators  are  R.  A.  Doolittle,  John  McGowan 
and  P.  H.  Woods. 

John  Biery,  the  senior  member  of  the  firm  of 
Biery  &  Son,  retail  coal  dealers  at  Allentown,  Pa.,' 
died  recently  at  his  home,  233  South  Fifth  street, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  Mr.  Biery  had 
suffered  for  several  years  with  general  debility, 
and  is  survived  by  one  son  and  three  daughters. 

Word  has  reached  the  department  of  finance, 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  that  enterprising  persons  are 
going  about  the  city  with  circulars  headed  “Mu¬ 
nicipal  Coal.’’  These  men  represent  themselves 
as  coming  from  the  office  of  the  tax  assessor  and 
solicit  orders.  The  city  is  sending  out  notices 
that  it  is  not  in  the  coal  business  except  as  a 
consumer. 

Watson  H.  Brown,  a  prominent  coal  dealer  of 
Westchester,  N.  Y.,  died  suddenly  at  his  home 
in  that  town,  on  Sunday  of  last  week,  from  a 
stroke  of  apoplexy.  Mr.  Brown  apparently  had 
been  in  good  health  up  to  the  Saturday  preceding 
his  death,  but  while  making  an  inspection  of  his 
new  coal  pockets  on  that  day  on  Westchester 
creek,  he  suffered  a  stroke,  and,  being  helpless, 
was  with  difficulty  released  from  the  position  m 
which  he  had  fallen  in  the  pocket.  After  being 
removed  to  his  home  he  rallied  and  seemed  much 
improved,  conversing  with  his  family,  who  looked 
for  his  entire  recovery,  but  at  three  o’clock  on 
Sunday  morning  his  condition  took  a  serious 
turn  and  he  died  a  few  moments  later.  Mr. 
Brown  was  a  son  of  the  late  Thomas  B.  Brown, 
who  had  been  established  in  the  coal  business 
for  many  years,  and  was  interested  with  his 
father,  succeeding  to  the  business  on  his  death. 
He  was  forty-eight  years  of  age  and  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  general  committee  of  the  Coal  Mer¬ 
chants’  Association  of  New  York.  The  last 
service  was  held  in  St.  Peter’s  church,  West¬ 
chester,  on  Wednesday,  after  which  interment 
took  place. 


Southern  Retail  Notes. 

The  business  which  has  been  conducted  by  John 
Cnopius  &  Son,  at  Hinton  avenue,  Santa  Rosa, 
Cal,  has  been  purchased  by  Nelligan  &  Sons, 
the  latter  having  taken  possession.  The  business 
will  be  materially  increased  by  adding  a  coal, 
wood  and  feed  department. 

The  price  of  domestic  lump  coal  at  Harrimon, 
Tenn.,  has  been  advanced  by  local  retail  dealers 


from  $3.00  to  $3.50  per  ton.  The  cause  of  this 
advance,  according  to  the  retailers,  is  the  ad¬ 
vance  at  the  mines,  and  should  the  coal  be  sold 
at  the  former  price  money  would  be  lost  on  every 
ton  sold. 


Western  Coal  and  Coke  Motes. 

New  Western  Enterprises. 

The  Watkins  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Portland,  Ore.,  by  H.  H.  Parker,  A.  E.  Geb- 
hart  and  S.  B.  Linthicum.  The  capital  stock  of 
the  company  is  $25,000. 

The  Big  Muddy  Mining  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Marion,  Ind.,  with  $100,000  capital 
stock.  The  incorporators  are  A.  B.  ^icLaren,  M. 

S.  Potter  and  W.  O.  Potter. 

The  Singer  Bros.  Coal  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$300,000.  The  incorporators  are  Adolph  Singer, 
James  W.  Singer  and  Charles  Iddiols. 

Articles  of  incorporation  have  been  filed  by  the 
Swansea  Coal  Co.  at  Belleville,  Ill.  The  incor¬ 
porators  are  Thomas  Fischer,  Leroy  Karius, 
Nicholas  Ratland  and  Wendelin  Oexner. 

The  Hecla  company  has  been  incorporated  at 
Detroit,  Mich.,  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  a 
coal  and  limestone  business,  with  an  authorized 
capital  stock  of  $1,000,000,  of  which  $850,300  is 
subscribed. 

The  Bellingham  Briquetting  Co.  has  been  in¬ 
corporated  at  Bellingham,  Wash.,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $75,000.  The  incorporators  and  trustees 
of  the  company  are  S.  A.  Post,  J.  W.  Hopp,  C.  W. 
Conley  and  J.  B.  Bennett. 

The  Gray  Brothers  Coal  Mining  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Champaign,  III,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $150,000.  The  mines  of  the  company  are 
located  about  a  mile  from  Dunkle,  midway  be¬ 
tween  Assumption  and  Pana. 

The  Illinois  Oil  &  Coal  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Charleston,  III,  to  develop  oil  and 
coal  lands  in  that  vicinity.  The  incorporators  of 
the  company  are  J.  T.  Harshberger,  C.  E.  Hamil¬ 
ton  and  F.  R.  Schaaf,  and  the  capital  stock  is 
^36,000. 

The  Vandell  Mining  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Holdrege,  Neb.,  to  develop  coal  mines  and  to 
operate  coke  ovens.  The  capital  of  the  company 
is  $300,000  and  the  incorporators  are  A.  N.  Van- 
deU,  M.  A.  Vandell,  W.  A.  Forsyth,  M.  D.  Einsel 
and  L.  N.  Einsel. 

General  Western  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

J.  Smith  of  the  West  Side  Lumber  Co.,  Inde¬ 
pendence,  Iowa,  was  in  Chicago  last  week  on  a 
business  trip. 

H.  Levin,  who  ucceeds  to  the  business  of  H. 
Levinsky  at  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  was  in  Chicago 
recently  on  a  business  trip. 

Schooners  engaged  in  the  coal  carrying  trade 
on  the  great  lakes  are  not  as  valuable  property 
as  they  were  several  years  ago,  before  the  larger 
steamships  made  their  appearance.  Recently  the 
J.  B.  Newland  of  Racine  was  sold  for  $500.  The 
schooner  has  a  carrying  capacity  of  less  than  200 
tons. 

At  the  instance  of  the  Alton  Lime  &  Cement 
Co.  and  the  Mississippi  Valley  Coal  Co.,  of  Alton, 
III,  the  railroad  and  warehouse  commissioners 
of  Illinois  have  been  instructed  to  file_  complaint 
against  the  Chicago,  Peoria  &  St.  Louis  railroad 
on  the  ground  that  the  railroad  was  charging 
extortionate  rates  for  switching  in  the  city  limits 
of  Alton.  The  railroad  entered  no  defense  at  the 
time  the  complaint  was  heard  at  Springfield. 

It  is  reported  from  Manistique  that  for  nearly 
a  week  the  car-ferry  Manistique,  operating  be¬ 
tween  that  port  and  Ludington,  has  been  tied  up 
at  its  dock  owing  to  the  refusal  of  the  Ann  Arbor 
railroad  to  permit  it  to  load  in  its  slip.  The  Man¬ 
istique,  Marquette  &  Northern  railroad,  which 
operates  the  ferry,  has  no  slip  of  its  own  and 
has  used  the  Ann  Arbor  slip  at  a  monthly  rental. 
This,  it  is  alleged,  has  not  been  paid  for  six  or 
seven  months,  so  that  the  Ann  Arbor,  to  collect 
it,  refused  to  load  or  unload  the  boat.  Over  100 
cars  of  freight  were  held  up  at  Manistique  and 
shippers  were  put  to  great  inconvenience  as  a 
result  of  the  suspension  of  traffic  by  the  car-ferry. 
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Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  ^lotes. 

New  Eastern  Enterprises. 

The  Central  Iron  &  Coal  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Lebanon,  Pa.,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$6,000. 

Joseph  P.  McKenna  has  organized  the  George’s 
Creek  Coal  &  Fuel  Co.,  Cumberland,  Md.,  with 
a  capital  stock  of  $50,000. 

Tlie  Wilkins  Coal,  Iron  &  Lumber  Co.  has 
been  incorporated  at  Camden,  N.  J.,  with  a  cap¬ 
ital  stock  of  $125,000.  The  incorporators  of 
the  company  are  G.  A.  Pridham,  R.  E.  Deady, 
W.  J.  Wilkins  and  J.  H.  McFarland. 

General  Eastern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

Jolin  F.  Kress,  a  coal  operator  of  Allentown, 
Pa.,  died  recently  from  the  effects  of  a  fall  sus¬ 
tained  a  little  over  a  week  ago. 

The  contract  for  building  100  coke  ovens  for 
the  Orient  Coke  Co.,  Redstone,  Pa.,  was  recently 
completed.  This  makes  a  plant  of  400  ovens. 

Reports  have  been  current  that  the  Scranton 
Coal  Co.,  Scranton,  Pa.,  has  purchased  the  Mt. 
Jessop  colliery  and  other  interests  of  the  Dolph 
company. 

The  Wilkesbarre  Gas  &  Electric  Co.,  Wilkes- 
barre,  Pa.,  is  constructing  a  large  coal  storage 
yard  at  its  plant  along  the  river  bank,  just  above 
North  street.  The  yard  will  have  a  capacity  of 
1,600  tons. 

H.  G.  Bowers,  of  Punxsutawney,  Pa.,  recently 
purchased  a  three-fifths  interest  in  the  Avoine 
Coal  Co.,  which  has  property  located  at  Fuller 
station.  The  coal  on  this  tract  is  from  seven  to 
nine  feet  thick. 

It  is  reported  that  as  soon  as  the  leases  of  the 
Mill  Creek,  Dodson  Coal  Co.,  Midvalley  Coal  Co., 
and  other  coal  companies  in  the  vicinity  of  Hazel- 
ton,  Pa.,  expire,  the  Lehigh  Valley  Coal  Co., 
which  owns  the  coal,  will  operate  it. 

The  Blackwoods  colliery  of  the  Lehigh  Valley 
Coal  Co.,  near  Pottsville,  Pa.,  which  was  recently 
opened  after  nearly  $1,000,000  had  been  spent  in 
improvements,  is  now  closed  by  a  strike  which 
has  been  on  for  several  days.  Three  hundred  em¬ 


ployes  vvent  out  because  they  claimed  they  were 

not  receiving  wages  equivalent  to  the  anthracite 
strike  commission  award. 

James  Stirrat,  general  superintendent  of  the 
Merchants’  Coal  Co.,  at  Boswell,  Pa.,  for  several 
years,  who  a  few  weeks  ago  was  temporarily  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  J.  II.  C.  Lubkin,  has  been  tendered 
the  position  again  and  has  accepted  the  offer. 

A  sale  of  the  Cowansville  Coal  Co.’s  property 
at  Cowansville,  Pa.,  has  been  completed,  the  pur¬ 
chaser  being  C.  O.  D.  Pascault,  present  division 
passenger  agent  of  the  Buffalo,  Rochester  &  Pitts¬ 
burg,  whose  headquarters  are  in  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Officials  of  the  Youghiogheny  works  at  Greens- 
burg.  Pa.,  have  decided  to  build  100  more  coke 
ovens,  which  will  make  the  total  number  of  ovens 
289.  'I'he  reason  for  this  action  on  the  part  of 
the  officials  is  the  boom  in  the  coke  business  in 
this  region. 

The  Marion  Heights  breaker  at  Mt.  Carmel, 
Pa.,  destroyed  by  fire  August  twenty-seventh,  has 
been  rebuilt,  and  it  is  expected  that  operations 
will  be  commenced  after  the  first  of  the  new  year. 
The  new  breaker  has  about  the  same  capacity  as 
the  old  one. 

The  net  earnings  of  the  Pittsburg  Coal  Co., 
Pittsburg,  Pa.,  for  the  month  of  November,  are 
estimated  at  about  $200,000.  This  indicates  that 
the  company  has  earned  about  three  per  cent  on 
its  preferred  stotck  during  the  eleven  months  of 
the  recent  year. 

The  Dodson  Co.,  of  Bethlehem,  Pa.,  it  is  re¬ 
ported,  is  negotiating  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Hooker  colliery  at  St.  Qair,  which  is  operated 
by  Linderman  &  Co.  An  inventory  is  being  taken, 
after  which  the  property  will  pass  into  the  hands 
of  the  new  owners. 

A  small  fire  in  the  Clark  vein  at  the  Green 
Ridge  colliery  of  W.  L.  Connell  &  Co.  caused  a 
stubborn  fight  on  the  part  of  firemen  before  it 
was  extinguished.  The  fire  originated  in  the  old 
wooden  cog  which  has  been  out  of  use  for  the 
past  twenty-five  years. 

The  Clyde  Coal  Co.,  Washington,  Pa.,  is  now 
in  a  position  to  resume  operations  at  its  mine  in 
Fredericktown,  and  has  enough  orders  on  hand  to 
give  the  men  employment  for  at  least  six  months. 


The  small  fire  which  exists  in  the  mine  as  a 
result  of  the  explosion  eight  weeks  ago  is  now 
isolated,  and  there  is  no  prospects  of  further 
trouble. 

The  wages  of  miners  in  the  anthracite  coal 
region,  based  upon  November  prices  of  the  pre¬ 
pared  sizes,  f.  o.  b.  New  York,  $4.84  per  ton, 
gives  the  men  six  per  cent  above  the  April  basis. 
This  is  one  per  cent  less  than  was  paid  the  cor¬ 
responding  month  last  year. 

Navigation  on  the  Hudson  river  was  closed  by 
ice  on  Friday  night  of  last  week,  beyond  Pough¬ 
keepsie.  Several  boats  attempted  to  go  up  the 
river,  but  encountered  heavy  ice  about  two  miles 
above  that  point,  and  decided  to  return,  as  con¬ 
ditions  were  unsafe  to  go  farther. 

1  he  McKeefrey  Coal  Co.  has  let  the  contract 
for  a^  huge  700-ton  coal  w'asher  at  Masontown, 
Pa.  This  company  was  formerly  the  Geneva  Coal 
&  Coke  Co.,  and  is  one  of  the  largest  concerns 
in  that  field.  The  plant  is  a  strictly  modern  one 
and  this  new  improvement  will  add  considerable 
value  to  the  product. 

The  Delaw'are,  Lackawanna  &  Western  rail¬ 
road  announced  on  Monday  of  last  week  the 
appointment  of  G.  M.  Hustis  as  general  auditor, 
to  succeed  the  late  O.  C.  Post,  deceased.  He  will 
make  his  headquarters  at  the  general  office  of 
the  Lackawanna  in  New  York  city.  Mr.  Hustis 
was  identified  with  the  New  York  Central  system 
for  several  years,  his  most  recent  position  being 
that  of  auditor  of  disbursements  on  the  Michigan 
Central  railroad. 

The  New  York  office  of  The  Black  Diamond 
is  in  receipt  of  a  trade  souvenir  from  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Coal  Co.,  of  Boston,  Ma-s.,  which  is 
unique  in  that  it  appeals  to  the  culinary  art  of 
the  consumer  and  will  undoubtedly  be  greatly 
appreciated  by  every  recipient,  being  especially 
appropriate  at  Christmas  time.  The  title  of  the 
volume  is  “The  New  England  Cook  Book,” 
compiled  by  such  authorities  as  Marion  Harland, 
Miss  M.  Parloa,  Mrs.  D.  A.  Lincoln,  Thomas  J. 
Murrey,  and  others. 

The  coal  and  coke  traffic  of  the  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  railroad  for  the  month  of  October  and  the 
four  months  following  June  thirtieth,  shows  a 
large  gain  in  the  shipments  as  compared  with  the 
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same  periods  last  year,  notw.thstanding  reported 
shortage  of  cars  prevailing  during  these  months. 
The  aggregated  tonnage  for  October  was  766,056 
tons,  against  712,708  tons  in  October,  1901;  for 
the  ’  four  months_  ending  October  _  thirty-first, 
3,916,509  tons,  against  2,611.104  tons  in  the  same 
period  of  1004,  an  increase  of  305,405  tons. 

The  department  of  docks  and  ferries  for  the 
supply  of  20,000  tons  pea  coal,  to  be  delivered  to 
the  Staten  Island  ferries  at  St.  George,  opened 
bids  on  December  fifteenth  for  furnishing  this 
amount  of  coal.  There  were  only  two  tenders 
submitted:  W.  J.  Quinlan,  $3.39,  and  Curtis  & 
Blaisdell,  $3.43.  Mr.  Quinlan  had  the  last  con¬ 
tract  for  10,000  tons  at  $3.29.  There  is  consid¬ 
erable  less  interest  shown  in  these  municipal  con¬ 
tracts  this  year,  owing  to  their  delivery  extend¬ 
ing  over  next  year,  and  the  no  strike  clause  fea¬ 
ture.  Bidders  have  been  shy  and  but  few  have 
participated  in  the  competition,  while  figures  in 
most  cases  are  higher. 

It  will  be  of  interest  to  shippers  and  the  coal 
trade  generally  in  the  New  York  harbor  to  know 
that  strong  efforts  are  to  be  made  in  securing 
more  open  wharves  on  both  the  East  and  North 
rivers  for  the  use  of  individual  shippers.  The 
leasing  of  practically  all  the  dock  facilities  for 
a  long  term  of  years  by  the  city  will  restrict  the 
number  of  available  piers  for  handling  the  ton¬ 
nage,  whereby  extra  expense  in  moving  it  longer 
distances  to  destination  will  accrue.  C.  B.  Par¬ 
sons,  president  of  the  Maritime  Association,  has 
asked,  in  a  communication  to  Secretary  Norman 
of  the  committee  on  piers,  the  mayor  for  addi¬ 
tional  open  wharves,  while  Mr.  Parsons  is  con¬ 
sulting  with  counsel  with  a  view  to  drafting  a 
legislative  bill,  which  shall  direct  the  dock  com¬ 
missioners  to  maintain  for  all  time  one  or  more 
open  piers  in  each  maritime  division  in  the  city. 
It  is  understood  that  the  wharfage  on  the  North 


river  was  leased  to  corporations  for  thirty  years, 
and  that  there  is  little  chance  for  securing  open 
wharves  before  the  expiration  of  one  or  more 
of  these  leases.  It  is  said,  however,  that  the 
wording  of  these  leases  is  such  that  proceedings 
brought  by  the  corporation  counsel,  under  proper 
authority,  would  enable  the  administration  to  open 
one  of  the  wharves. 

Tenders  for  supplying  the  necessary  amount 
of  coal  during  the  ensuing  year  to  Bellevue  and 
the  allied  hospitals  of.  New  York  _  city,  were 
opened  on  December  fifteenth,  disclosing  the  fol¬ 
lowing  bidders:  Bellevue  hospital,  8.500  gross 
tons  buckwheat  coal  alongside :  H.  S.  Bowns, 
$2.73,  total  $23,205;  Geo.  D.  Harris  &  Co.,  $2.77, 
total  $23,545;  J.  H.  Meyer,  $2.87,  total  $24,.395. 
Bellevue,  250  gross  tons  of  stove ;  Gouvenuer,  1,200 
gross  tons  pea  coal  and  50  gross  tons  stove ;  Har¬ 
lem.  120  gross  tons  egg  coal  and  100  gross  tons 
stove,  all  to  be  delivered,  G.  F.  Zinram,  stove 
$6.75,  pea  $4.15,  stove  $7.00,  egg  $6.72,  stove  $6.72, 
respectively,  total  $8,855 ;  Muhlenberg  Coal  Co., 
on  Gouveneur,  pea,  $3.63,  and  $5.99  on  stove  coal. 
Fordham  hospital.  225  tons  egg  coal,  delivered, 
O.  J.  Stephens,  $6.95.  The  department  of  cor¬ 
rections  also  awarded  contracts  on  December 
twelfth  for  its  annual  supply  of  coal  during 
1906,  to  be  delivered  at  Blackwell’s  Island,  12,000 
gross  tons  of  egg  coal,  3,000  gross  tons  of  pea 
and  500  gross  tons  of  prepared  sizes  for  the 
prisons.  The  bidders  on  Blackwell’s  Island  were: 
H.  S.  Bowns,  $5.59 ;  J.  Ennis,  $5.69,  and  J.  H. 
Meyer,  $5.80 ;  on  the  city  prisons’  pea  coal,  Wm. 
Farrell,  $3.38;  H.  S.  Bowns,  $3.43;  J.  H.  Meyer, 
$4.15 ;  the  egg,  stove  and  chestnut  sizes  were : 
Wm.  Farrell,  $5.64;  H.  S.  Bowns,  $5.97;  J.  H. 
Meyer,  $6.25.  The  King’s  county  penitentiary, 
Brooklyn  requirements,  2,000  tons  pea  and  150 
tons  of  stove.  The  only  bidder  on  this  business 
was  Wm.  Nungasser,  of  Brooklyn,  who  bid 
$8,293  on  the  total  tonnage. 


Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

New  Southern  Enterprises. 

The  Brush  Creek  Coal  Co.  has  been  incorporated 
at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  with  a  capital  of  $12,000.  The 
incorporators  are  P.  Warner,  J.  H.  Thompson, 
J.  Warner,  E.  Warner  and  Sam  Orr. 

The  Illinois  Coal.  Oil  &  Gas  Co.  has  been 
incorporated  at  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.,  with  a 
capital  of  $1,000,000.  The  incorporators  of  the 
company  are  J.  O.  Pipher,  H.  R.  Fuller  and  J.  H. 
McCatney. 

'file  Marion- Anna  Coal  Co.  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $50,000,  divided  into  shares  of  $100  each.  The 
incorporators  of  the  new  company  are  P.  Wool¬ 
dridge,  P.  Johnson  and  C.  H.  Sheild. 

General  Southern  Coal  and  Coke  Notes. 

The  Less  Creek  Gas,  Oil  &  Coal  Co.  has  ap¬ 
plied  for  a  charter  to  supply  the  city  of  Van 
Buren,  Ark,  with  natural  gas  for  both  fuel  and 
illuminating  purposes. 

According  to  preliminary  estimates  the  coal  pro¬ 
duction  of  Alabama  will  reach  13,000  000  tons  for 
the  present  year.  In  1904  the  output  was  slightly 
in  excess  of  11,000,000  tons. 

It  is  reported  that  H.  D.  Eichelberger  has  pur¬ 
chased  1,585  acres  of  land  near  Midlothian,  Va., 
and  arrangements  will  be  made  for  its  develop¬ 
ment  at  once.  The  consideration  was  $25,000. 

The  Enterprise  Coal  &  Mining  Co.  has  recently 
purchased  the  mines  of  Baumgartner  &  Weixel- 
baum  at  Paris,  Ark.  The  company  is  composed 
of  R.  T.  Hunter,  Barney  Geezing,  Joe  Watson, 
Frank  Adams  and  N.  Shouweiler. 

John  W.  Gates  is  involved  in  a  $100,000,000  deal 
which  carries  with  it  the  control  of  the  Tennessee 
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Coal  &  Iron  Co.  lie  has  elected  an  entirely  new 
set  of  directors  to  take  the  place  of  the  “Wood¬ 
ward  crowd,”  who  resigned.  The  stock  was  pur¬ 
chased  by  a  syndicate  of  ten  capitalists,  of  which 
Mr.  Gates  was  the  most  prominent. 

II.  K.  McIIarg,  Bristol,  Tenn.,  who  was  re¬ 
ported  to  have  sold  all  of  his  holdings  in  the 
Virginia  Iron,  Coal  &  Coke  Co.,  and  the  Virginia 
&  Southwestern  railway,  has  issued  a  statement 
saying  there  is  no  truth  in  the  report. 

The  American  Coal  &  Coke  Co.  has  just  closed 
negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  10,000  acres  of 
rich  coal  lands  in  the  southern  part  of  Letcher 
county,  Kentucky,  where  development  work  is  to 
follow.  The  price  paid  was  $25.00  an  acre. 

'I'he  Tennessee  Consolidated  Coal  Co.  has 
opened  up  a  new  coal  mine  at  Ramsey,  Tenn., 
where  about  tWenty-fivc  men  are  employed.  This 
company  is  running  the  mine  on  the  open  shop 
plan,  but  no  trouble  is  expected  from  union 
miners. 

There  are  more  than  3,000  men  now  employed 
on  the  new  railroad  which  is  to  run  between 
Spruce  Pines  and  Marion,  Va.  This  line  is  being 
built  by  the  South  &  Western  railroad  and  backed 
by  a  number  of  capitalists  who  dominate  the 
Seaboard  Air  line.  The  road  is  expected  to  be 


completed  in  two  years,  and  the  development  of 
this  railroad  will  open  a  large  coal  territory. 

It  is  estimated  that  50,000  acres  of  valuable 
coal  land  have  changed  hands  in  eastern  Ken¬ 
tucky  during  the  past  six  months.  The  price  of 
this  land  ranges  from  $10  to  about  $50  an  acre. 
At  least  half  a  dozen  companies  are  now  buying 
land  in  Letcher  county,  and  it  is  understood  that 
there  is  great  industrial  activity  all  through  the 
mountain  counties. 

Literary  Notes. 

New  York’s  new  custom  house,  happily,  is  to  be  one 
of  the  notable  buildings  of  America;  and  one  of  its 
distinguishing  characteristics  will  be  its  wealth  of  statu¬ 
ary.  As  the  dominant  groups  of  the  approach,  personi¬ 
fications  of  Europe  and  America  will  stand  on  broad, 
rectangular  pedestals  well  in  front  of  the  facade,  and 
at  the  sides  of  the  central  stairway.  Asia  and  Africa 
will  hold  similar,  somewhat  elevated,  posts  near  the  outer 
corners  of  the  front.  These  groups  of  the  continents,  the 
work  of  Daniel  Chester  French,  will,  it  is  believed,  for 
their  intrinsic  dignity  and  beauty,  be  tbe  most  distin¬ 
guished  of  all  the  statuary  adorning  the  new  building. 
A  full  description  of  them  has  been  prepared  for  tbe  Jan¬ 
uary  Century  by  Charles  de  Kay,  with  full-page  repro¬ 
ductions,  one  in  tint,  of  the  four  groups. 

The  January  Everybody's  is  virtually  an  “automobile 
number.”  There  is  excellent  reading  in  Arthur  N.  Jer¬ 
vis’s  spirited  article,  “Car  Coming!”  with  its  brilliant 
description  of  the  Vanderbilt  Cup  race  and  its  discussion 
of  the  present  high  and  significant  status  of  American 


automobile  racing.  On  tbe  other  hand,  Eugene  Wood 
in  his  sprightly  essay,  “Do  I  Want  an  Automobile?” 
treats  the  same  subject  with  highly  successful  humor. 
Any  reader  who  may  be  in  doubt  as  to  whether  he  wants 
an  automobile,  and  why,  can  find  out  by  reading  these 
two  articles.  Charles  Edward  Russell,  who  has  been 
studying  European  solutions  of  American  problems  tells, 
in  a  remarkably  significant  instalment  of  his  serial.  Sol¬ 
diers  of  the  Common  Good,”  of  the  phenomenal  devel¬ 
opment  of  municipal  ownership  in  Europe.  The  story 
of  the  London  county  council,  “that  body  unique  in  the 
history  of  government”;  the  fact  that  where  public  own¬ 
ership  has  been  tested  “private  ownersbip  is  doomed”; 
and  the  relation  of  these  important  sociological  develop¬ 
ments  to  the  misery  of  London’s  very  poor — are  all  points 
that  Mr.  Russell  makes  with  vigor  and  conviction.  There 
is  also  a  brief  but  pithy  instalment  of  Mr.  Lawson’s 
“Frenzied  Finance.”  Bay  States  Gas  and  the  reappear¬ 
ance  of  Addicks  are  taken  up  in  this  number.  The  origin 
and  significance  of  “Russian  Peasant  Riots”  are  power¬ 
fully  brought  out  by  Ernest  Poole,  in  another  of  his 
Russian  studies;  and  dramatic  stories  of  the  achieve¬ 
ments  of  “The  New  York  Reporters”  are  told  by  Hart¬ 
ley  Davis,  in  the  first  of  a  series  of  articles  on  “Re¬ 
porters  of  Today.”  Lucia  Chamberlain’s  “The  Trembling 
Brave,”  a  story  of  love,  courage  and  a  racing  auto¬ 
mobile,  is  one  of  the  leading  features  of  an  exception¬ 
ally  strong  fiction  number.  Rex  E.  Beach  contributes  a 
stirring  instalment  of  his  great  Alaskan  novel.  “The 
Spoilers.”  Hugh  Pendexter’s  “When  Knighthood  Wore 
Skates”  is  a  delightful  extravaganza;  “The  Wages  of 
Jacob”  is  a  strong  story  by  Herman  Whitaker;  Juliet 
\Vilbor  Tompkins  has  an  unusual  story  of  the  sta^e  in 
“Mother’s  Daughter”;  and  “The  Casting  Vote”  is  a 
particularly  delicate  and  charming  love  story  by  Mary 
Heaton  Vorse.  There  arc  three  excellent  “Little  Stories” 
by  Ethel  Keeler  Betts,  Emma  Lee  Walton  and  Marian 
West.  “Yut  Ho”  is  a  dramatic  story  in  verse  by  Wallace 
Trwin. 


HendrickMfc.Co 

CARBONDALE,  PA. 


Perforated  Plate 

STEEL  or  BRONZE 
SPECIALLY  IMPROVED 
SCREENS  FOR  CLEANING  AND 
SIZING  COAL  AND  COKE,  FOR 
SHAKING  AND  REVOLVING 
SCREENS. 


NEW  YORK  OFFICE 
149  BROADWAY, 

COR.  LIBERTY  8T. 


COAL  DEALERS 

SUPPLIES 

Manufactured  by  the 
5ackett  Screen  Co.,  Pre> 
donia.N.  Y..are  first  claas, 
are  exactly  as  represented 
and  are  extremely  mod¬ 
erate  In  price.  All  sbipmente  made  promptly.  Send  all  orders  directly  to  us  at  Fredonia,  N.Y. 
We  have  no  branch  house  at  Chicago  or  elsewhere  in  the  west.  SACKETT  SCREEN  CO 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  Advertisers. 


WILLIAMS  &  PETERS 


KEYSTONE 

JERMYN 

WILKESBARRE 


PITTSTON 

CLARION 

BLOSSBURG 


f  BROADWAY.  NEW  YORK. 

BRANCH  OrriCES: 


S.  O.  SOHERMERHORNs  Eastern  Sales  Agent, 
141  Milk  Streets  Boston,  Mass. 

WILLIAMS,  WELLS  &  CO., 

40  Meadow  St.,  New  Haven,  Gann. 


W.  T.  ROBERTS,  Western  Sales  Agent, 
1112  Prudential  Bldg.,  Buffalo,  N.Y. 

F.  N,  PEASE,  Southwestern  Sales  Agent, 
215  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago,  Ill. 


Mention  The  Black  Diamond  when  writing  advertiser!. 
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each  Lost  Book  is  $50.00. 


I  he  person  charging  this  material  is  responsible  for 
Its  return  to  the  library  from  which  it  was  withdrawn 
t>n  or  before  the  Latest  Date  stamped  below. 
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